














CHR NI ™E
CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

FROM TI[E MSS, OF IRAY ANTONIO AGAPIDA.

LEGENDS OF TilE CONQUUST OF SPAIN.

1Y,

S

WASHINGTON IRVING.
IN TWO VOLUMES.
LONDON:

HENRY G. BOHN, YORK STREET, COVENT GAR™-
1850.



LONDON:

PRINTED BY HARRISON AND SON,
ST. MARTIN'S LANK.

*




INTRQDUCTION:

Avrmovan the following chronicls hears the name of the
.venerable Fray Antonio Agapida, it is wore propctly a Super-
structurc = ared upon the fragments wkigh remain of his
work. It ay be asked, who is this swmc*Aga}. da, who is
cited with such deference, yet whose name is not % be found
in ayy of the catalogucs of Spanish authors? The question s
hardyto answer : he appears to have been onc of the many .-
defatiguble writers who have filled ghe libraries*8f the convent./
+ &d cathedrals of Spain with their tomes, without ever drcam-
g of bringing their labours to the press. He evidently wag
,'ecifly and accurately informed of the particulars of the wars
Yetween his countrymen andsthe Moors, a tract of history but
8 much overgrown with the weedS of fable. His glowing
zeal, also, in the cause of thg Cathdlie faith, entitles him to be
held up as a model of the good old orthodox chroniclers, who
recorded, with such pmus.cxultatumg the united triumphs of
the cross and the swevd. It is deeply to be regretted, there -
fore, that his manuseripts, depositcd in the libmm'cs of various
convents, have Been dispersd during ghe lake corwulsions in
Spain, so that nothing is v to be met of themebut disjointed
fragments.  These, however, are too prccious to be suffered to
fa]l into oblivion, as theg centain many curious facts not to
be found in any other historian. In thd following works
therefore, the manuseripts of th‘, worthy Fray Antonio will be
aapted, whenever they exist entire, but will be filled up,
¥ stended, illustrated, and corroborated, by citations from
various authors, hoth Spanish and Arabian, who have treated
of the subject. 'lhe manuscripts themsclves arc carcfully
plcscwed in the Nbrary of the E scurial
~. Before ﬂntumg upon thb hlxtory it may 5, a8 \V"h 2
ndtice the opinions of eertain of the most learr"d and ‘vout.



'
viv INTRORUCTION.

L]
hjstork%ra phers of formet times relative to this war.  Marinus
Siculus, historim.l 1o Chzu’llcs the'Tifuh, pronounces it a war to
avenge the anciegt in.if}"f»gas.\rc.ceived by the Christians from
the Moors, to rccoy‘:c! the Kinggdqm of Granada, and to extend
the name and hon¥ur of \Fn .Clzrtigtian religion.®

Estevan de Garjbdy, one of the most distinguished among

the Spanish historians, regards the war as a special act o(?
divine clemency towards the Moors; to the end hat those
barbarians #ad infidels, who had dragged out 0 mu.y centuries
under the dinbolical oppresdion of the absurd scet of Mahomet,
should at length be reduced to the Christian faith.}

« Adre Matiana, also,’ a venerable Jesuit, and the most;re-
nowned historian of Spain, considers the past domination of,
the Moorsas a scourge inflicted on tlic Spanish nation for, its'
iniquities ; but the triumphant war with Granada as thef
reward of ITeaven, for its great act of propitiation in establish-
ing the glorious tribunal of the Inquisition! * No sooner,” "’
* says the worthy father, was this holy office opened in Spain,”

than there instantly shone forth = resplendent light. Then
it was, that, through divine favour, the nation increased in
power, and became compétent to overthw and trample down
the domination of the Moors.”}

Having thus cited high and vencrable authority for consi-
dering this var in the light of one of those pious enterprises
denominated crusades, wge trust v have said cnongh to
engage the Christian reader to follow us into the ficld, and to
stand by us to the very issue of tL: ¢ ontest.

¢

* Lucio Marino Siculo, Co~1s Memoriabiles de Espaila, lib. xx.
*+ Qaribay, Compend. Hist. Espaiic, lib. xviii. . 22.
1 Mariana, Hist. Espaiia, lib. xxv. c. .
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OF THE®

CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

CHAPTER 1.

+ Ty history of those desperate and bloody wars, observes
Fra.&;&ntnnio Agapida, which have filled the svorld with
rum and astonishment, and haye deterwiined the fate of
mighty cmpires, has ever been considered &s a themg worthy
of the pen of the philosopher and the study of the sage.
What then must be the history of a holy war, or rather, a
piout crusade, waged by the most catholic of sovereigns, for
the restoration of the light f the true faith to one of the
mos* beautiful but benighted regions of the globe? Listen,
thess, while"from the solitude of my cell I narrate the events
of the conquest of Granada, where Christian knight and tur-
banced infidel disputed hand to hand, every inch of the fair
land of Andalusia, until thee crcscen{, that symbol of hea-
thenish abomination, was cast iato the dust, and the blessed |
cross, the tree of our redemption, erected in its stoad. !
Upwazrds of cight hundreé years werg pastsand gele since
the Arabian invaders scaled the perdition of Spain, by the
dafeat 68 Don Roderick, thie last of lter Gothic kingr. From
o period of thut disastrous event, kingdom after kingdom
1 been gradually, recoverslsby the Christiyn princes, until
. single, but powerful, territory of Granada’alone remained
ader the domination of the Moors.
* This renowned kingdom was'situate in the southern part of
"»ain, bordering on the Mediterranean Sea, and defended on
-3 land side by lofty and rugged mountains, locking up
“thin their embraces, deep, rich, and verd:nt valieys, where
he ?terility of the surrpunding heights wng gepaid by prodigal
Ytility.
'l'he) city of Graniida lay ia the centre of the kingdom,
Altered as it were iif the lap of the Sicrra Nevada, or chain
snowy mountains. It covered two iofty hills, and a dee

- tugrpara Jafkrichoa Poblio Tihrale
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‘*valley that divides thew, throughgvhich flows the river Darro,
Ont of these hills was, crowned by the royal palace and for-
tress of the Alhambra, capable 6f containing forty thdwsand
men within its walls and towers. Thero is a Moorish tradi- x:

+ tion, that the king who built this mighty pile was skilled in
the occult sciences, anc furnished himself with gold and
silver for the ‘purpose by means of alchymy.* Certaiply
never was there an edifice accomplished in a superior style of
barbaric magnificence; and the stranger who, even at the |
present ¢ay, whnders among its silent and deserted conrts and.
ruiried lalls, gazes with astonishment at its gilded and fretted
domes and luxurious decorations, still retaining their bril-
liancy and beauty, in defiance of the ravages of time. '

Opposi®™ tq the hill on which stood the Alhambra gras its
rival hill, on the summit of which was a spacious plain,
covercd: with houses, and crowded with inhabitants. It was
commanded by a fortress called the Aleazaba. The declivitics
and skirts of these hills were covered with houscs ‘o the
number of seventy thousand, separated by narrow streets and
small squarcs, according to the custom of Moorish \gities.
The houses had interior courts and gardens, refreshéd by
fountains and running streams, and set out with oranges,
citrons, and pomegranates; so thut, as the edifices of the eity
rose above cach other on the sides of the hill, they presented
a mingled appearance of city and grove, delightful to the eye.

- The wholg was surrounded by high walls, three leagues in
gircuit, with twelve gates, and fortified by a thousand and
thirty fowers. The clevation of the city, and the neighbour-
hood of the Sierra Nevada, crd mned with perpetual snows, .
tempered the fervid rays of summer; and thus, while othe!
cities were panting with the sultry and stifling heat of thg™y
'dog-days, the .nost salubrious breezes played through- the
marble halls of Granad... v

The glory of the city, however, was its vega, or plam,
which spread out to a circumference of thirty-seven leaguesy,
surrounded by lofly mountains. It was a vast garden of ¢
delight, refreshed by numerous fountains, and by the silver',.
windings of the Xcnil. The labouf and ingenuity of thel
Moors had diveriea w.e waters of thi. viver into thousand:({)f .
rills and streams, and Jiffused them ove: the whole surfacc of
the plain. Indeed they had wrought wp this happy region ¢

* Zurita, lib. xx, c. 42, .

\
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a degree of wonderful présperity, artl took a pride in dpco-®
Iating it, a8 if it had- beed & favourte mistross. The hilis
were_clothed with orchard and vincyards, the valleys em-
broidercd with gardens, and the wide plains covered with
waving grain. Here were secn in poofusion the oringe, the ®
sitron, the fig and pomegranate, ‘with large plantations of

Iberry trees, from which was produced the finest of %silk.
’Tﬁle vine clambered from tree to tree, the grapes hung in rich
clusters about the peasant’s cottage, and the groves were re-
joiced by the perpetual song of the nightingale. n a word,
so beautiful was the earth, so pure the air, and so dercne the
sky of this delicious region, that the Moors imagined the para-
disc &f their prophet to be situate in that part of the heaven
which overhung the kingdom of Granada.* ., "

This rich and populous territory had beer left in quict pos-

® session of the infidcls, on condition of an annual tribute to
the sovereign of Castilec and Leon of two thousand doblas or
pistol”s of gold, and sixteen hundred Christian captives, or, in
defeet of captives, an equal rumber of Moors to be surren-
dered as slaves ; all to be delivered in the city of Cordova.t
* At the era at which this chroniclz commences, Ferdinand
and Isabella, of glorious and iiappy memory, reigned over the
united kingdom of Castile, Leon, and Arragon, and Muley
Aben 1lassan sat on the throne of Grahada.

This* Muley Aben ITassan had succecded to his father
Ismacl in 1465, while Henry IV., brother and_immediate*’
predecessor of Queen Isabella, was king of Cystile ard Teon,
He was of the illustrious linéage of Mohammed Aben Alamar,
the ﬁrst‘}\looﬁsh king of G.unada, and was the most potent
of his line. e had, in fact, augmented in power in conse-

t quence of the fall of other Moqrish kingdoms, which had been
“conrquered by the Christians. Many cities and strong places
«f the kingdoms which lay contigucas to Granada had re-
tused to submit to Chiistian vassalage, and had sheltered
themselves under the protection of Muley Aben Hassan. ITis
territorics had thus inereased in wealth, extent, and popula-
tion, beyond all former cxample; and coptained fourteen
cities. and ninety-seven fortified towns, besides numerous
uvalled towns and vitiages, defended, vy ‘abrmidable castles.
'[" ¢ spirit of Muley Aben Ilassan swehed with his posscssions.

* Juan Botero Benes, Relaciones Universales del Mundo.
+ Garibay, Compend, lib, iv. e. 25.

.
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The tribute of monty and capffves had becn regularly paid

by his father dsmael, and Muley”’Abet Hassan had, on ane.s

occasion, attended personally in Cordova at the pagment.
He had witnessed the taunts and snecrs of the haughty Cas-
tilians, and so indignacit was the proud son of Afric at what
he considered a degradation of his race, that his.blood hoiled,
whenever he recollected the humiliating scene. N

‘When he came to the throne, he ceased all payment of the
tribute, and it was sufficicnt to put'him in a transpert of rage
only to mention it. *Ile was a fierce and warlike infidel,”
says thi catholic Fray Antonio Agapida; *his bitterness
against the holy Christian faith -had been signalized in battle
during the lifetime of his father, and the same dia olical
spirit of huatilify was apparent in his ceasing to pay th 3 most
righteous tribute.” ¢

CIIAPTER II.

Ix the year 1478,ca Spanish cavalier of powerful- frame
and haughty demeanous arrived at the gates of Granada'as
ambassador from the catholic thonarchs, to demand the arrear
of tribute. His name was Don Juan de Vera, a zcalous and
devout knight, full of* ardour for, the faith and loyalty for the
crown. He was gallantly mounted, armed at all points, and
followed by a modcrate but well-appointed retinue.

. 'The Moorish inhabitants loeked jealously at this small but
proud array of Spanish chivalry; s it paradgd, with that
stateliness possesscd anly by Spanish cavaliers, thyough the
renowned gate of Elvira. They were struck with. the sterp
and lofty demeanour of Don Juan de Vera, and his sincwy
frame, which $howed him formed for Hardy deeds of- arms;
and they supposed he diad come in scarch of distinction, By
defying the Moorish knights #p oper: tourney, or in the famous
tilt with reeds for which they were so renowned.  For it was
still tho custom of the knights of either nation to mingle in
these courtcoug and chivalrous contests, during the intervals
of war. When they learned, howdéter, that he was come tp,
demand the trilauc .sp abhorrent to the ears of the &y
monarch, they observed, that it required a warrior of Phi
apparent nerve to exccute such an embassy. ?
Muley Aben Hassan received the cavalier in state, scated,
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on a magnificent divan, and svrrounded hy the officers of hig

«asmrt, in the Hall of Ambassaaors, one.bf the most.sumptuous,
apartments of the Alhambra. ¥ When De Vera had delivered
his message, a haughty and - bitter smile curled the lip of the,
fierce monarch. “Tell your sovereigts,’ said he, « that the
kings of Granada, who used to pay tribute in money to the
Castilian crown,are dead. Qur mint at present éoins nothing
But blades of cimeters and heads of lances. #”’

The defiance couched, in this proud reply was heard with
stern and lofty courtesy by Don Juan de Vera; for ht was a
bold soldicr, and a devout hater of the infidels, and he saw
iron war in the words of the Moorish monarch. He retired from
the awglience chamber with statcly and ceremonious gravity,
being guaster of all points of ectiquette Ashe -passct'l through
the Cowrt of Lions, and pauscd to regard its.celcbrated foun-
tain, ke fell into a discourse with the Moorish courtiers® on
certain mysteries of the Christian faith. The arguments
advanted by thesc infidels, says Fray Antonio Agapida,
awakened the pious indignation of this most Christian knight
and disereet ambassador, but still he restrained himself within
the' limits of lofty gravity, le ning on the pommel of his
sword, and looking down with ineffable scorn upon the weak
casuists around him. The quick and suhtle Arabian witlings.
redoubled their light attacks upon that stately Spaniard, and
thought t'hpy had completely foileG him in the contest; but
thg stern Juan de Vera had an argument in reserve,, for which
they were but little prepared ;,for on one of them, of the race
of the Abengerrages, diring to question, with a sneer, the
ihmaculate conception of the blessed Virgin, the cathelie
knight could no longer restrain his ire. Elevating his voice
of a sudden, he told the infigel he lied, and raising his arm

“at the same time, he sinote him on the head w.th his sheathed
sword, ’

In"an instant the Court of Lions glistencd with the flash of
arms, and its fountains would have been dyed with blood, had
not Mulcy Aben Hassan overheard the tumult, and forbade all
appeal to force, pronouncing the person of the ambassador
sacred, while within his territories. The Apencerrage trea-
ssured up the rememwbrance of the insult until an hour of ven-

“geance should arrive, and the anbassador prayéd our blessed
. * * CGaribay, Compend. lib. xl.,c. 29. Conde, Hist. de Jos Arabes,
p..iv. ¢. 34, ' -

f.
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> Tady to grant him &n opportugjty of proving her immaculate
conception en the head of this surbanéd infidel. * '
Notwithstanding this occurfence, Don Juan de Vera was
4reated with great distinction by Muley Aben Hasthn; but
nothing® could make hign unbend from his stern and stately
, resgrve.  Before his departure, a cimeter was sent to him
- by the king; the blade ef the finest Damascus steel; the kilt
rof agate, cnriched with precious stoncs, and the guard o
tgold. Do Vewa drew it, and smiled grimly as be noticed the
radmiralde temper of the blade. * His majesty has given me
'a trenchant weapon,” said he: “I trust a time will come,
;when I may show him, that I know how to use his roygl pre-
sent.”  Thke reply was considered as a compliment of cjurse;
the bystander’s little knew the bitter hostility that lay ciuched
bencath. e
Don Juan de Vera and his companions, during his brief
sojourn at Granada, scanned the force and situation,of the
Moor with the eyes of practised warriors. They saw that he
was well prepared for hostilitics. His walls and towers were
of vast strength, inccomplete repair, and mounted witk Jom-
bards and other heavy ordnahce. His magazines were well
stored with all the munitions of wuar: he had a mighty host
of foot soldiers, together with squadrons of cavalry, ready to
scour the country, and carry on gither defensive or predatory
warfare. The Christian warriors noted these things without
dismay; tlcir hearts rather glowed with emulation at the
though®s of ‘encountering so vorthy afoe. As they slowly
pranced through the strects of Giranada on their departure,
they looked round with cagerncss on its stately pslaces and
sumptuolis 1d0sques; on its aleayceria or bazar, crowded
with silks aund . cloth of silver~aad gold, with jewels and pro-,_
cious stones, and other rich merchandise, the luxuries of
every clime: and they'longed for the time, when all this
wealth should be the spoil of the soldiers of the faith, and ™
when cach tramp of their steeds might be fetlock deep in the
blood and carnage of the infidels.
Don Juan de ¥era and his little hand pursued their way
slowly through~the country to the Christian frontier. Kvery
* The curate, of Les Palacios also necords this anccdole, but men*
tions it as happening on a subsequent occasion, when Don Juan de
Yera was sent to negociate for certain Christian captives. Therc ap-
pears ¢very icason, howvever, to consitier Fray Antonio Agapida correct
in the peric ! to which he refers it.
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town was strongly fortificd.s The vega was studded with™
toavers of refuge for the peasgntry;' edery pass of the moufl-
tain had its castle of defenc®, every lofty height its watch-
tower. * As the Christian cavaliers passed under the walls of
the fortresses, lances and cimeters flashed from theie battle-
ments, and the turbaned sentincls scemed to dart from their
dosk eyes'glances of hatred and dgfiance. It* was evident,
that a war with this kingdom must be one of doughty peril
and valiant enterprise; p war of posts, where gvery step must
be gained by toil and bloodshed, and maintained Yith the
utmost difficulty. The warrior spirit of the cavalicrs kindled
with the thowghts, and they were impatient for hostilities;
“notd’ says Antonio Agapida, “{rom apy thirst for vapine
and regenge, but from that pure and holy indignafion, which
tvery Spanish knight entertained at beholding this beautiful
dominion of his ancestors defiled by the footsteps of igfidel
usurpers’ ‘It was impossible,” he adds, *“ to contemplate
this delicious country, and not long to sce it restored to the
dominion of the truc taith, aad the sway of the Christian
mongrehs.”

CITAPTER IIL»

Tur defiance, thus burladeat the Castilian sovercigns by
the fiery Moorish king, would at dnce have been answered by
tie thunder of their artillery, but they were embraled at that
time in a war with Logtugal,®and in cogtests With tieir own
factivus nobles.  The truce, thcreforc,.which had eyisted for
many y@rs between the nations, was suffered to continue;
the wary Ferdinand reserving the refusal to pay tribute as a
Tair ground for war, wheneva the favourable guoment to wage
it should arrive. .

Triethe course of three years®the war with Portugal was
terminated, and the factions of the Spanish nobles were for
the most part quelled.  The Castilian sovercigns now turned
their thoughts to what, from the time of the union of their
crowns, had been thg great object of their ambition, the con-
quest of Granada, Qnd the complete extirpati.a of the Moorish

. power from Spain. Ferdinand. whose pious geal was quick-
ened Ly motives of temporal p8licy, looked with a craving
cye at the rich territory ofe the Moor, studded wjith innume-
ruble fowns and cities. He determined Yo carry'on fhe war
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“'with cautious and.psrsevering %Jatience, taking town after
tdwn. and fortress after’ fortress, gnd gradually plucking awav
all-"the supports, before he att¢mpted the Moorish capital.
“ I will pick out the seeds, one by one, of this pomegrenate,”
said theowary Ferdinond.* o

Muley Aben Hassan w.s aware of the hostile intentions.of
the catholie mionarch, but felt confident in his means of resis*-
ing them. He had amnassed great wealth during a tranquil
reign; he had strengthened the defénces of his kingdom, and.
had drawn large bodies of auxiliary troops from Barbary,
besides making arrangements with the African princes to
assist him with supplies in ease of emergency. His subjects
were fierce of spirit, stout of heart, and valiant of }and.
Inured to the exercise of war, they could fight skilfully on
foot, but abave all were dexterous horsemen, whether heavily
armed and fully appointed, or lightly mounted, & ./a geneta,
with simply lance and target. They were patient of fatigue,
hunger, thirst, and nakedness; prompt. for war at the first
summons of their king, *and- tenacious in defence of their’
towns and possessions.

'Thus amply provided‘for wer, Muley Aben Hassan deter-
mined to be beforehand with the politic Ferdinand, and to be
the first to strike a blow. In the truce which existed between
them, there was a singular clause, permitting either party to
make sudden inroads and arsaults upon towns and fortresses,
K:'ovided they were done furtively and by stratagem, withovt

igplay_of panners, or sound of, trumpet, or regular encamp-
ment, and that they did not last abcve three days.} This
gave rise to frequent enterprises of a hardy and adventurous
character, in .which castles and strongholds were taken by
surprise, and carried sword in hand. A long time had elapsed,,
however, without any outrage ;ﬁ’n the kind on the part of the
Moors, and the Christia 1 towns on the fronticr had all, in
conscquence, fallen into a state of the most negligent seedrity.

Muley Aben Hassan cast his eyes round to select his object
of attack, when information was brought him that the fortress
of Zahara was but feebly garrisoned and scantily supplied,
and that its alcayde was carcless of his charge. This impor-
tant post was on the frontier, between I'onda and Medina

* (iranada is fhe Spanish term for pomegranate,

* Zurita, Annales de Arragon, lib. xx. c. 41. Mariana, Hist. de:
Eepaiia, lib. gxv. c. 1 . g
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Sidonia, and was built en the crest of a roeky mountain, with
a strong castle perched above i, upon & cliff so high that if
was said to be above the flight of birds, or drift of clouds.
The stretts, and many of the houses, were mere excavations,
wrought out of the living rock. The tewn had but one gate, *
opening to the west, and defended by ‘towers and bulwarks.
The only aseent to this cragged fortrgss, was by Troads cut-in
the rock, and so ruggeéd as in many places to resemble broken
stairs. Such was the sifuation of the mountain fortress
of Zahara, which seemed to set all attack at defiahce, invomuch
that it had become so proverbial throughout Spaih, that
a woman of forbidding and inaccessible virtue was called
a Zabhrefia. But the strongest fortress gnd sternest virtue
héve their weak points, and requirc unremitting viirilance to
guard them : let warrior and dame take warning from the
faté of,Zahara. - .

CIIAPTER IV.

It gvas in the year of our Lord one thoysand four hundred
and eighty-one, and but a night or*two after the festival
» of the most blessed Nativity, that Muley Aben Hassan made
his famous attack upon Zahara. The inhabitants of the place
were sunk in profound sleep; the very sentinel had descrted
his post, and sought shelter from astempest, which had raged
for three nights in succession ; for it appeared but little pro-
bable, that an enemy would bg abroad during sugh®n Jiproar
of the elements. ut evil spirits work Best during a’storm,
obscrvese the worthy Antonio Agapida; and Muley Aben
Hassen found such a scason most suitable for his duabolical
purpdses. In the midst of the night, an uproar arosc within
the walls of Zahara, nfore awful than the ragifg of the storm.
A fearful alarm cry, “The Mopr lathe Moor!” resounded
through the streets, mingléd with the clash of arms, the shrick
of apguish, and the shout of victory. Muley Aben 1lassan, at
the head of a powerful force, had hurried from Granada, and
passed unobserved through the mountains in the obscurity of
the tempest. When the storm pelted the fentinel from his
post, and howled round tower and battlethent, the moors had
" planted their scaling laddess, and mounted secwrely into both
‘towr. and castle. The garrison was unsuspicious of danger
until battle and massacre Burst forth within its wery gwalls.
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"It scemed to the affrighted inhabitants, as if the fiends of the
afir had come upon the'wings of £lic wind, and possessed them-
selves of tower and turret. The war cry resounded on every
side, shout answering shout, above, below, on the battlements
‘of the =astle, in the wtreets of the town; the foe was in
all parts, wrapped in vbcurity, but acting in concert by the
aidof preconterted signals. Storting from sleep, the soldiors
were intereepted, and cut down, as they rushed from their
quarters, or, if they escaped, they khew not where to assemble
or where to strike. Wherever lights appeared, the flashing
cimbter was at its deadly work, and all who attcinpted resist.
ance fell beneath its edge. -

In a little while, the struggle was at an end. Thost who
were not afhin took refuge in the seerct places of their houses,
or gave themsclves up.as captives. The clash of arms ceased,
and she storm continued its howling, mingled with the occa-
sional shout of the Moorish soldiery, roaming in search
of plunder. While the inhabitants were trcmblink for
their fate, a trumpet resoumvled through the streets, sum-
moning them all tq asscmble, unarmed, in the public square.
Here they were surrowfded by soldiery, and strictly guarded
until daybreak. When the day dawned, it was piteous
to behold this once prosperous community, which had lain
down to rest in peaceful security, now crowded together
without distinetion of age, or rank, or sex, and ahnost without
raiment, during the severity of u wintry storm. The fierce
Muley Abch Tlassun turned a deaf ear to all their prayers and
remonsfrances, and drdered them to bé conducted “captives to
Granadas Leaving a strong garrison in both town a~d castle,
with ord-rs to put them in a complete state of defence, he
returned, Aushed with victory, tp his capital, entering it at the
head of his troéps, laden with spoil, andl bearing in triumph
the banners and pennone ‘taken at Zahara. .

While preparations were making for jousts and other festi-
vitics in honour of this victory over the Christians, the cap-
tives of Zahara arrived; a wretched train of men. women, and
children, worn out with fatigue, and haggard wtih despair,
and driven like Cattle into ‘the city gates by a detachment of
Moorish soldicry. * o X

Deep were the giief and sndignation of the people of Gra-
nada at this cruel scene.  Old men, who had experienced the
ealamitics 6f warfar+, anticipated coming troubles. Mothers
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clasped their infants to their breasts, as they behcld the hap;
Tess females of Zahara, evith' their children expiring in their
arms. On cvery side the accerts of pity for the sutterers were

mingled*with excerations of the barbarity of the king. The,

preparations for festivity were negletted, and the eviands,
which were to have feasted the conguérors, were distributed
among the captives. . . ¢ .
'The nobles and alfaquis, however, repaired to the Alhambra
to congratulate the king,: for whatever storm rgay rage in the
lower regions of socicty, rarcly do any clouds, but gouds of
incense, rise to the awful eminence of the throne. In this
instarrce, however, a voice rose from the midst of the obse-
quiout crowd, that burst like thunder upan the ears of Aben
Hassag. “Wo! wo! wo! to Granada!” cxcfiimed the
Yoice, “its hour of desolation approaches! ‘T'he ruins of
Zaharg will fall upon our heads: my spirit tells me, tha the
end of our empire is at hand !’ All shrunk back aghast, and
left the denouncer of wo standing alone in the centre of the
hall. He was an ancient and h8ary man, in the rude attire of
a degvise.  Age had withered his form, gwithout quenching
the fire of his spirit, which glated in"balcful lustre from his
cyes.  He was, says the Arabian historians, one of thosc holy
men termed santons, who pass their lites in hermitages, in
fasting, meditation, and pragey, until they attain to the purity
of saints, and the foresight of prophets. * He was,” says the
indignant Fray Antonio Agapida, *“a son of Beljal, one of
those fanatie infidely possessed of the d‘evil, who arey some-
times permitted to pledigt the truth “to their followers;
but with the proviso, that their predictions shall Be of no
avpl.” . e
*» 'The voice of the santon resrunded through the lofty hall of
the Athambra, and struck silence and awe into the crowd of
court]y, sycophants. Muley AbeneIIn®san alone was unmoved.
He cyced the hoary anchorite with scorn, as he stood dauntless
before him, and treated his predictions as the raving of a
maniae. The santon rushed from the royal presence, and
descending into the city, hurried through, its streets and
squares with frantic gesticulatiows. Hig voice was heard in
. every part in awfuPdenungiation. ¢ The peace is broken, the
exterminating war is commences., Wo! wo? wo! to Gra-
‘nada! its fall is at hand! degolation shall dwell in its palaces,
its strong men shall fall beaeath the swo*‘d, its children und
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mmd«;x:ls r:hall be ledinto captmty' Zahara is but a type of
ran a! bk}
Terror seized upén the populdce ; for they considered these-
Javings as the inspirations of prophecy They hid themselves-
in their dwellings, as ina time of general mourning ; or, if they.
went abroad, it was to gather together in knots in the streets
and squares, fo alarm: each other ‘with dismal forebodings, and .
to curse the rashness and cruclty of the fierce Aben Hassan. .
The Moorish monarch heeded not their murmurs. Know-
ing that'his cxploit must draw upon him the vengeance of the;
Christians, he now threw off all reserve, and made attempts to
surprise Castellar and Olvera, though without success. He.
sent alfaquis, also, to the Batbary powers, informing them,:
that the sword was drawn, and inviting them, to aid in main..
taining the kingdom of Granada, and the religion of. Mahomet,
agamst the violence of unbelievers, ,

CHAPIER V.

GREAT was the jndignation of King Ferdinand, whep he
heard of the storming of Zahaa, more especially as it antici-
pated his intention of giving the first blow in this eventful
war. He valued himself upon his decp and prudent olicy ;
and there is nothing which politic monarchs can less 1P orgive,
than thus being forestalled by an adversary. Ile imme-
diately issued orders to all the adelantados and alcaydes of the
frontieps, fo maintain the utmoest vigilance at their several
posts, and to prepar¢ to carry fire and sword into the territo-
ries of the Moors, while he despatched friars of different
orders, te stir.up the chivalry of Christendom to take part in
this holy crusade against the infjdels. '

Among the faany valiant cavaliers who rallied round the
throne of Ferdinand and Isabella, one of the most eminent
in rank and renowned in arms was Don Roderigo Ponce de,
Leon, Marquis of Cadiz. As he was the distinguished eham-
pion of this holy war, and commanded in most of its enter- -
prises and battles, it is meet that somec particular account
should be given of him. Ile was born in 1443, of the valiant
lincage of the Ponees, and from his earlivst youth had ren-
dored himself ‘llustrious in #he field. Ile was of the middle
stature, with a muscular and powerful frame, capable of great-
cxertien and fatigye. His hair, and beard were red and
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curled, his countenance was' open and smagnanimous, of a *
ruddy complexion, ande slig'hslry markéd with the smallpox.
He was tempcrate, chaste, valdrous, vigilant; a just and gene-
rous master to his vassals; frank and noble in his deportment,
towards his cquals; loving and faithf#l to his friends; fierce
and terrible, yet magnanimous, to s énemics. He was con-
sidered the mirror of chivalwy of hig times, and*compared by
contemRIorary historians to the immortal Cid.

The Marquis of Cadig had vast possessions ip the most for-
tile parts of Andalusia, including many towns and$castles;
and could lead forth an army into the field from his own Vas-
sals and dependents. On receiving the orders of the king,
he burned to signalize himself by some sudden incursion into
the kiggdom of Granada, that should give a brilliant com-
emiencement to ‘the war, and console the sovereigns for the
insult, they had received on the capture of Zahara. AS his
estatcs lay near the Moorish frontiers, and were subject to
suddch inroads, he had always in his pay numbers of adalides,
or.scouts and guides, many of them converted Moors. These
he sgnt out in all directions, to watch thg movements of the
enemy, and to procure all kinds of information important to
the security of the frontier. One of these spies came to him
one day in his town of Marchena, and isformed him, that the
Moorish, town of Alhama gag slightly garrisoned, and neg-
ligently gmarded, and might be taken by surprise. This was
8 large, wealthy, and populous place, within a few leagues of
Grdnada. Tt was sijnate on arocky height, neanly surgpunded
by a river, and defendell by a fortress, 10 which there was no
access hut by a steep and cragged agcent.  The stfength of

it situation, and its being imbosomed in the centre of the

ingdom, had produced the, carcless securit: which now in-
vited attack. :

To ascertain fully the state of tBe fortress, the marquis
secrczly despatched thither a veteran soldier who was highly
in his confidence. His name was Ortega de Prado; a man
of great activity, shrewdness, and valour, and captain of esca-
ladores, or those employed to scale the walls of fortresses in
time of attack. Ortega approathed Alhama onc moonless

. night, and paced al®ng its walls with noisgless step, laying his
éar occasionally to the ground ortp the wall. *Every time he
"distinguished the measired tread of a sentinel, and now and
then the challenge of the nightwatch going its rouhds. 1ind-
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" ing.the town thus guarded, he clambered to the castle. There

all was silent: as he ranged jts lofyy battlements, between
him and the sky; he saw no‘sentinel on duty. He noticed
certain places where the wall might be ascended by scaling
ladders; and having marked the hour of relieving guard, and
made all necessary observations, he retired without being
distovered. . : :

Ortega returned to Marchena, and assured the Marquis of
Cadiz of the practicability of scaling the castle of Alhama,
and tohing’ it by surprise. The marquis had a sccret con-
ference with Don Pedro Henriquez, adelantado of Andalusia,
Don Diego de Merlo, commander of Seville, and Sanchor de
Avila, aleayde of ¢armona, who all agreed to aid him with
their forces. On an appointed day the several comranders
assembled at Marchena with their troops and retainers. Noné
but*the leaders knew the object or destination of the enter-
prise, but it was enough to rouse the Andalusian spirit to
know that a foray was intended into the country of their old
encmies the Moors.  Seercey and celerity were necessary for
success. 'They set out promptly, with three thousand g-netes
or light cavalry, and four thdusand infantry. They chose a
route but little travelled, by the way of Antiquera, passing
with great labour through rugged and solitary defiles of the
sierra or chain of mountains of Alzerifa, and left all their
baggage on the banks of the river Yeguas, to be brought after
them. Their march was principally in the night; all day
they romained quiet; no noise was suffered in their camp,
and no fires were made, lest the. smoke should betray them.
On the third day they resursed their march as the evening
darkened, and forcing themselves forward at as quick a re-c
as the rugged and dangerousenountain roads would permi,
they descended” towards midnight into a small deep valley,
only half a league from Aihama. Here they made.»"halt,
fatigued by tHis forced march during a long dark evening
towards the cnd of February. ’

The Marquis of Cadiz now explained to the troops the
object of the cxpedition. He told them, it was for the glory
of their most holy faith, and to avenge the wrongs of their
countrymen of Zahara; and that the rich town of Alhama,.
full of wealthy spoil, was “the place to be attacked. ,The
troops were roused to new ardeur by these words, and de-
sired o be'led forthwith to the assault. They arrived close
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to Alhama about two hours before daybregk. Herc the army
remained in ambush, while three hundréd men werg despatche&
to scale the walls and take }fossession of-the castle. They
were pieked men, many of them alcaydes and officcrs, men_
who preferred death to dishonour. This gallant band was
gdided by the escalador, Ortega dc Prado, at the head of
thirty men with scaling ladders. ey clambered the aseent
to the castle in silence, and arrived under the dark shudow of
its towers without being discovered. Not a light was to be
seen, not a sound to be heard ; the whole place was svrapped
in profound repose. ¢ T
Fixing their ladders, they ascended cautiously and with
noisciess steps.  Ortega was the first thgt mounted upon the
battlements, followed by one Martin Galindo, % youthful
&quire, full of spirit, and eager for,distjnction. Moving
slealthily along the parapet to the portal of the citadel, they
came upon the sentinel by surprise. Ortega secized him by
the tifoat, brandished a dagger beforc his eyes, and ordered
hip to point the way to the guard-room. The infidel obeyed,
and was instantly despatched, to prevent his giving any
alarm. The guard-room was aescene ather of massacre than
. combat. Some of the soldicry were killed while sleeping,
others were cut down almost without resistance, bewildered
by so upexpected an assault: all were despatched, for the
sealing purty was too small to make prisoners or to spare.
The alarm spread throughout the castle ; but by this time the
three hundred picked men had mounted the, b'.]ttlgmonts.
The gurrison, starticd #frons slecp, foun®t the enemy already
rhasters of the towers. Some of the Moors were cutrdown at
_onee, others fought desperately from room to xooms and the
~fwhouie castle resounded with the clash of arms, the cries of
the combatants, and the groans of the woun¥ed. The army
in ambush, finding by the uproar.thaé the castle was surprised,
now fRished from their eencealment, and approached the wulls
with loud shouts and sound of kettledrums and trumpets,
to increase the confusion and dismay of the garrison. A
violent conflict took place in the court of the castle, where
several of the scaling party sought to throw open the gates to
admit their counttymen. Ilere fell two valiant aleaydes,
* Nicholas de Roja and Sancho dceAvila, But tHey fell honour-
‘ably, upon a hcap of slain. At length Ortega de Prado
sycceeded in throwing opgh a postern, through® whigh the

° P
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Marquis of Cadizm the adelantado of Andalusia, and Don
Diego de Merlo entbred with % hest of followers, and the
citadel remained in full possestion of the Christians.

As the Spanish eavaliers were ranging from roomsto room,
the Marquis of Cadjze entered an apartment of superior rich-
ness to the rest. beheld, hy the light of a silver lamp, a bean-
tifal Moorisk female, the wife ,of the alcayde of the castle,
whose husbund was absent, attending a wedding feast at Velez
Malaga. She would have fled 4t the sight of a Christian
warriog in hér apartment, but, entangled in the covering of
the bed, she fell at the feet of the marquis, imploring mercy. °
‘The Christian cavalier, who had a soul full of honour and
courtesy towards the sex, raised her from the earth, and
endeavoufed to allay her fears; but they were inergased at
the sight of her female attendants, pursucd into the room by
the Spanish soldiery. The marquis reproached his goldicrs
for their unmanly conduct, and reminded them, that they
made war upon men, not on defenceless women. ‘tlaving
soothed the terrors of the females by the promise of honpur-
able protection, he appointed a trusty guard to watch oyer the
sceurity of their apartinent. « ’

The castle was now taken, but the town below it was in.
arms. It was broad day, and the people, recovered from their
panic, were cnabled to see and estimate the foyec of the
encmy. The inhabitantss were chicfly merchants and trades-
people;; but the Moors all possessed a knowledge of the use
of weapdns, and were of breve and warlike spirit. They
confided in the stréngth of their walls, and the certainty of
speedys velief from Granada, which was but about eight
lengues distant. Manning the battlements and towers, thex .
discharged showers of stones and arrows, whenever thic paryv-
of the Christin army without the tvalls attempted to ap-
proach. They harricadued. the entrances of their strects also,
which opened towards the castle, stationing men expert at the
crosshow and arquebuse. Thesc kept up a constant five upon
the gate of the castle, 8o that no onc could sally forth without
being instantly wounded or killed. T'wo valiant cavaliers
who attempted o lead forth a party in defiance of this fatal
tempest, were shot'dead at the very ported. .

The Christians now found themsclves in a situation of great
peril. Reinforcements must soon wrrive to the cnemy from
Granpda. ~ Unless, therefore, they gained possession of the
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town in the course of the day, they weve likely to be *sur- |
rounded and beleagueregd, atd with featecly any Jwovisions in
the castle.  Some observed. that, cven if they took the town,
they sheuld not be ahle to keep possession of it. They pro-,
posed, therefore, to make booty of every thing valusble, to
sack the castle, et it on fire, and pake good their retreat to
Seille. . . ¢ .

The Marquis of Cadiz was of different council. ¢ (God has
given the citadel into Christian hands,” said he; “he will no
doubt strengthen them to maintain it. We have gamed the
place with difficulty and bloodshed ; it would be a stain upon
oug honour to abandon it through fear of imaginary dangers.”
The adelantado and Don Dicgo de Merlo jgined in his opinien;
but, without their earncst and united remonstranced, the place
avould have been abandoned; so exhausted,were the troops
by forged marches and hard fighting, and so apprehensivt of
the aprroach of the Moors of Granada. :

The®strength and spirits of the party within the castle were
in some degree restored by theeprovisions which they found.
The Christian army beneath the town, being also refreshed b
a njorning repast, advanced vigorously to the attack of the
walls. They planted their scaling ladders, and, swarming
up, fought fiercely with the Moorish e soldiery upon the
ramparts, P

Tn the mean time, the Marquis eof Cadiz, secing that the
gate of the castle which opened towards the city was com-
pletely commanded by the artidlery of the enemy, ordgred a
large breach to be madein ghe wall, throfigh which he might
1¢hd his troops to the attack; animnating them in this perilous
moment by assuring them, that the place should.be given up
{g piunder, and its inhabitants made captives.

"The breach being miade, the marquis put *himsclf at the
head .of his troops, and cntered sw8ed in hand. A sinul-
tancor® attack was made by the Christians in every part, by
the ramparts, by the gate, by the roofs and walls which con-
uceted the castle with the town. The Moors fought valiantly
in their strects, from their windows, and from the tops of
their houses. They were not equad to the Christians in hodily
strength ; for they evere for the most part peaceful men, of
“industrious callings, and cnervated by the frequént use of the
warm bath; but they were supcrior in number, and uncon-
querable in spirit; old and Joung, strong and weak, feught -
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thh the same desperation.  The Moors fought for property,
for llerLy, for life. 'They fonghi at their thusholds and ther
hearths with the shricks of their wives and children ringing
in their ears, and they fought in the hope, that cachcmomeut
would bring aid from Granada. They regarded neither their
own wounds nor the deatls of their companions, but continued
fighting until they fell; zmd scemed as if, when they could no
lonu'cr (.ontcnd they would block up the threshholds of their
beloved homes with their mangled bodies. 'The Chnistians
fought -for glory, for revenge, for the holy faith, and for the
spdil of these wealthy mﬁdeh Success would place a rich -
town at their merey, failure would deliver them into the hands
of the tyrant of Granada.

The coftest raged from morning until night, when the
Moors began to yield. Retreating to a large mosque neas
theewalls, thoy kept up so g.xlluw; a fire from it with, lances,
crosshows, and arquebuses, that for some time the Christians
dared not approach. Covering themseclves at length with
bucklers and madtelets® to: pmtcot them from tho deadly
shower, they made_their way to the mosque, and sct fire to
the doors.  When' the“smoke and flames rolled in upon them,
the Moors gave all up as lost.  Many rushed forth desperately
upon the cnemy, but were immediately slain; the rest sur-
rendered.

The struggle was now a* an “end; the town remained at the
mercy of the Christians, and the mh'lbltants, both male and
fernale, DbEcame slaves of thosc who made them prisoners.
Some Tew escaped By a mine or m&uh~(\rr'm(x1m way which led
to the river, and conecaled themselves, their wives and child-
ren, in caves. and secret places, bnt in three or four days vigre—
compelled to surrender themselyes through bunger, -~ &7 -

The town why given up to p]under, and the booty was im-
mense. There Were found, prodigious quantities of gold, and
silver, and jewels, and rich silks, and costly stuffy of all kinds,
together with horses and beeves, and abundance of grain, and
oil and honcy, and all other productions of this fruitful king-
dom; for in Alhama were collected the royal rents und tri-
butes of the sunoundmg; country: it was the richest town in
the Moorish tcrutory, and from its great atrength and peculiar '
situation, was calléd the key to Granada. ;

* Mantelet is a moveable parapetg made of thick planks, to protect. .
trooph when advancirg to sap or assudt a walled place,

N
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Great waste and devastation were copgnfitted by the Spanish
soldiery, for, thinking i¢ would be impossible to kecp posses-
sion of the place, they began to demolish whatever they could
not take away. Immense jars of oil were degtroyed, costly .
furniture shattered to pieces, and maga¥%ines of grain *broken
open, and their contents scattered te the winds.  Many Chris-
tiom captives, who had been. taken, at Zahara, were foind
buried in a Moorish dungcon, and were triumphantly restored
to light and liberty, and, a renegado Spaniard, gvho had often
served as guide to the Moors in their incursions fato the
Christian territories, was hanged on the highest part of the
battlements, for the edification of the army.

CHAPTER VL.,

A Mportsi horseman had spurred across the vega, nor did
he rein his panting stecd until he alighted at the gate of the
Alhambra. He brought tidings to Muley Aben Hassan of
the.attack upon Alhama. ** Th& Christians,” said he, “ are
in thgland. They came upon us, we, kngw not whence or
how, and scaled the walls of th8 castle in the night. Therc

-has been dreadful fighting and carnage on its towers and
courts, and when I spurred my stecd front the gate of Alhama,
the castle, was in possession gf $he unbclicvers.”

Muley Aben Hassan felt for a ‘moment as if swift retri-
bution had come upon him for the woes he had infligted upon
Zahara. Still he figttercd himsclf that this had onlw been
some transient inroad Jf a party of marauders, intent upon
plunder, and that a little succour throwh into the town would
be sufficient to cxpel them from the castle, and drite them
Inom the land. e ordered out, therefore, a thousand of his
chosen cavalry, and sent them in all speed to the assistance of
Alhama. They arrived before it wiils the morning after its
capture. The Christian standards floated upon the towers,
and a body of cavalry pourcd forth from its gates, and came
wheeling down into the plain to receive them.

The Moor™ h horsemen turned the reins of gtheir steeds and
galloped back for Granada. They entereq its gates in tumul-
tuous confusion, spfreading terror and lamentz.ltiun by their
‘tidings. * Alhama is fallen! Alhgma is fallen}” exclaimed

. they; ¢ the Christians garrigon its walls ; the key of Granada
is jn the hands of the cnemys!” e T
- . N c2
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When the peoples heard thesc words, they remembered the
denunciation of the santon: s pr=diction secmed still to
resound in every car, and its fulfilment to be at hand. No-

, thing was heard throughout the city but sighs and wailings.
“ Woe-is me, Alhamef!” was in every mouth, and this ejreu-
lation of deep sorrow and doleful foreboding came to be the
busden of a plaintive ballad, which remains to the present day.*

Many aged men, who had taken refuge in Granada from
other Moorish dominions which had fallen into the power of
the Chaistians, now groaned in despair at the thought, that
war was to follow them into this last retreat, to lay waste this
pleasant land, and to bring trouble and eorrow upon their
declining years. The women were more loud and veheinent
in their grief, for they beheld the cvils impending over their
children, and what can restrain the agony of a mothers
heart? Many of them made their way through the halls of
the Alhambra into the presenec of the king, weeping, and
wailing, and tearing their hair. * Accursed be the day,”
cried they, © when the flame-of war was kindled by thec in
our land! May the holy prophet bear witness before Allah,
that we and our children are mnocent of this act! Upon thy
head, and upon the heads of thy posterity, to the end of the
world, rest the sin of the desolation of Zahara!”'}

Muley Aben 1Iassan remained unmoved amidst all thisstorm :
his heart was hardencd, obscrves Fray Antonio Agapida, like
that of Pharaoh, to the end that through his blind violence and
rage he might produce the deliverance of the land from its
heathen bondage. in fact, he wgs a bold and fearless war.
rior, and trusted soon to make this blow recoil upon the head
of the eremy. He had ascertained that the captors of Alhama
were but a handful ; they were in the centre of his dominions,
within a short Hlistance of his capital. *They were deficient in
munitions of war, and provisions for sustaining a siege. By
a rapid movement he might surround them with a powerful
army, cut off all aid from their countrymen, and entrap them in
the fortress they had taken. »

To think was to act, with Muley Aben Ilassan ; but he was
prone to act with too much precipitation. He immediately

* The mourrful little Spanish romdnee of Ay de mi, Alhama.! is
supposcd to be of Moorish origin, and to embody the grief of the people
of Granada on this occasion. - .

4 Caribray, lib. x1. c. 29.
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sct forth in person, with three thousand lwrse and fifty thou.
sand fool, and, in his gagdmess to arrive at the scene o
action, would not wait to provide artillery and the various
engines vequired in a siege.  * The multitude of my forces,”
said he, confidently, * will be sufficient to dverwheim the
entmy.” . "
: Thz Marquis of Cadiz, who,thus held posscssioh of Alhama,
had a chosen friend and faithful companion in arms among
the most distinguished of the Christian chivalyy. 'This was
Don Alonzo de Cordova, senior and lord of the hguse of
Aguilar, and brother of Gonzalvo of Cordova, afterwards Yo-
noyned as the grund captain of Spain. As yet Alonzo de
Aguilur was the glory of his name and ragee, for his brother
was but young in arms. He was ouc of the nbst hardy,
valiant®and enterprising Spanish knights, and foremost in all
service of a perilous and adventurous nature. e had not Been
at hand to accompany his friend Ponce de Leon, Marquis of
Cadiz, “m his inroad into the Moorish territory, but he hastily
assembled a number of retainersy horse and foot, and pressed
forward to join the enterprise. ~Arriving af the river Yeguas,
he fodud the baggage of the army stifl upon its banks, and
.took charge of it to carry it to Alhama. The Marquis of
Cadiz heard of the approach of his frieal, whose march was
slow, in conscquence of being, encumbered by the baggage.
Ie was within but a few Magucse of Alhama, when scouts
came hwrying into the place with intelligence, that the
Moorish king was at hand with a powerful army, “The Mar-
quis of Cadiz was filledewith alwm lest ®De Aguilar should
fadl into the hands of the cnemy. Forgetting his owndanger,
and thinking only of that of his friend, he despatched a well
mpounted messenger to ride full specd and warn him not to
approach, . ¢
The first determination of Alpn# de Aguilar, when he
heard that the Moorish king was at hand, was to take a strong
position in the mountains, and await his coming. The mad.
ness of an attempt with his handful of men to oppose an
immense arr §, was represented to him with guch foree as to
induce him to abandon the idea. e then thought of throwing
* himsclf into Alhamm to sharc the fortuncs’of his friend. But
it was now too late. The' Moare would infalltbly intercept
him, and he should only give the marquis the additional dis-
' tregs of beholding him' capt§red bencath his walls. 1§ was*
even urged upon him that he had no t;i"“i to delay, if ke
[ ] a .
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A
would consult his osvn safety, which could only be ensured by
&n immediate retreat into the Guristian territory. This last
opinion wa$ confirmed by the feturn of scouts, who brought
information that Muley Aben Ilassan had received notice of
*his moyements, and was rapidly advancing in quest of him.
It was with infinite reluctance that Don Alonzo de Aguilar
yiclded to thesc united ahd powerful reasons. Proudly snd
sullenly he drew off Lis forces, laden with the baggage of the
army, and made an unwilling retreat towards Antequera.
Muley Aben Itassan pursued him for” some distanee through
the mountains, but svon gave up the chase, and turned with
his forces upon Alhama. .

As the army approached the town, they beheld the fields
strewn with the dead bodies of their countrymen, who had
fallen in defence of the place, aud had been cast forth and left
unbaried by the Christians. There they lay, mangled and
exposed to every indignity, while droves of halffamished
dogs were preying upon them, and fighting and howling over
their hideous repast,®  Furious at the sight, the Moors, in
the first {transports of their rage, attacked these ravenous ani-
mals, and their next nivasurevwas to vent their fury upon the
Christians. They rushed like madmen to the walls, applicd
scaling Judders in alkparts, without waiting for the necessury
mantelets and other protections, thinking, by attacking sud-
denly and at various points, o di§tract the encmy, and over-
come them by the foree of numbers.

The Marquis of Cadiz with. his confederate commanders
distributed themsclves along the wally, fo direet and animate
their men in the defence. The Moors, in their blind fury,
often assailed, the most difficult and dangeréus places. Darts,
stones, and all kinds of missiles, were hurled down upon’ their
unprotected hefids.  As fast as they mounted they were cut
down. or dashed from «he battlements, their ladders over-
turned, and all who were on them precipitated headlong below.

Muley Aben Hassan stormed with passion at the sight: he
sent detachment after detachment to scale the walls; but in
vain : they were like waves rushing upon a rock only to dash
themselves to picces. The Moors lay in heaps beneath the
wall, and among thém many of the bravest cavaliers of Gra-
nada. The Christiins, alsa, sallied frequently from the gates,’
and made great havoce in the irregular multitude of assailants:
On one of *hese oceasions the party was commanded by Don

* Pulgar, Cronica,
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Juan de Vera, the same pious and high-panded knight w?no ‘
had borne the cmbassy to ¢Muley Aben Hassan dvmandmn
tribute. As this duufrhfy cavalicr, after a carcer of carnage,
was slowly retreating to the gate, he heard a voice calhng
after hith in furious accents. * Turn bgek! turnback !} eried
the voice: *“thou, who canst insult in, all, prove that thou
canst combat in the field.” Don duan de Verasturned, gnd
beBeld the same Abeneerragt whonehe had struck with his
sword in the Alhambra, for scoffing at the immaculate con-
ception of the blessed Virgin. Ail his holy #al ang pious
indignation rekindled at the sight: he put lance in rt'st, and
spwrred his steed, to finish this doctrinal dispute. Don Juan
was a potent and irresistible arguer with his weapon ; and he
was aided, says Fray Antoiio Agapida, by’ the peculiar virtue
of his gausc. At the very first encounter, his lance entered
the mouth of the Moor, and hurled hitn to*the earth, naver
morc w utter word or breath. Thus, continues the worthy
friar, #id this scofling infidel reecive a well-merited punish-
ment through the very organ wigh which he had offended, and
thus was the immaculate conception miraculously vindicated
from his foul aspersiouns. « ®

The vigorous and successful do{onc(, of the Christians now

* made Mule v Aben Tlassan sensible of hjs error, in hurrying
from Granada without the proper engines for a siege.  Desti-
tute of ald weans to batter the tartifications, the town remained
uninjured, defying the mighty army®which raged in vain before
it. Tuccnsed at lmmu thus foiled, Mulcy Aben Homsan gave
orders 1o undermine th‘, wallk. The Meors advance® with
shouts to the atteupt. Tly were r¢ecived with a,deadly
fire from the ramparts, which drove them from thmr works.
Repeatedly were they repulsed, and repeatedly did Lh(\) return
té the charge. The Christians not merely gaded them {rom
the battlements, but issued forth and cut them down in the
excavagions they were attempting to form.  The contest lasted
a whole day, and by ¢vening two thousand Moors were ecither
killed 6r wounded.

Muley Aben Hassan now abandoned all hope of carrying
the plaec by wisault ; and attempte od to distré®s it into terms,
. by turning the chanpel of the river which runs by its walls.
On this stream the inhabitants depended for their supply of
water, the place being demtute of Tountains and cisterns, hom
which circumstance it is called Alhamu la seca, or § the (lr

A desperate conflict cnsued on the banks of the, river’; the
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Moors endeavouring to plant palisadocs in its bed, to divert
the stream, and the Christians stniviug to prevent them. The
Spanish commanders cxposed themselves to the utmost danger
to animate their men, who were repeatedly driven bgek into
" the town. The Marqyis of Cadiz was often up to his knees in
the stream, fighting hapd to hand with the' Moors. The water
ran, red witk blood, and ‘was encumbered with dead hodigs.
At length, the overwhelifing numbers of the Moors gave them
the advantage, and they succeeded in diverting the greater
part of the witier. The Christians had to struggle severely to
supply themselves from the feeble rill which remained. They
sallied to the river by a subterrancous passage; but the
Moorish cross-bowmen stationed themselves on the opposite
bank, keeping up o' heavy fire upon the Christians, whenever
they attempted to fill their vessels from the scanty anc turbid
strenm. One party of the Christians had therefore to fight,
while another drew water. At all hours of day and night this
deadly strifc was maintained, uatil it secmed as if ever, drop
of water were purchased witly a drop of blood.

In the mcan time the sufferings in the town became intense.
None but the solditry and their horses were allowed the pre-
cious beverage so dearly earncd, and even that in quantitics
that ounly tantalized, their wants. The wounded, who could
pot sally to procurc it, were almost destitute; while the un-
happy prisoners, shut up in ihe¢ mosques, were réduced to
frightful extremities. Many perished raving mad, fancying
themselven swimming in boundless scas, yet unable to assuage
their tnirst. ' Manyeot' the soldiers lgy parched and panting
along the battlements,no longer &ble to draw a bowstring er
hurl a stpne, while above five thousand Moors, stationed upon
a rocky Leight wkhich overlooked part of the town, kept up a
galling fire intoiit with slings and crossbows ; so that the Mar-
quis of Cadiz was obliged to heighten the battlements by using
the doors from the private dwellings. o

The Christian cavaliers, cxposed to this extreme peril, and
in imminent danger of fulling into the hands of the enemy,
despatched flect messengers to Scville and Cordova, entreating
the chivalry of findalusia tp hasten to their aid. They sent
likewise to implore assistance from the king and queen, whoat
that time held their court in Medina del Campo. In the.
midst of their distress, a tank, or cigtern of water, was fortu-
mately discovered in the eity, which gave temporary relief to
their sufferings. ) .
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CHAPIER VII., .

Tue perilous situation of the Christian cavalicrs, pent up
and belgiguercd within the walls of Alhama, spread terror
among their friends, and anxiety throughout all Angalusia.
Nothing, however, could equal the anguish of the Marchioness
of Cadiz, the wife of the gallant Rofierigo Poncede Leon. ,In
her deep distress she looked round fof some powerful noble,
who had the means of rousing the country to the assistance of
her hushand. No onc dppearcd more competertt for the pur-
posc than Don Juan de Guzman, the Duke of Medina Bidonda.
He was onc of the most wealthy and puissant grandces of
Spain; his possessions extended over some of the most fertile
parts of Andalusia, embracing towns and Scaports,eand nume-
rous villages. Here he reigned in feudal state like a petty
sovereign, and could at any time bring info thé ficld an immense
force Of vassals and retainers.  The Duke of Medina Sidonia,
and t1€ Marquis of Cadiz, however, were at this time deadly
foes. An hereditary foud exisied between them, thut had
often arisen to bloodshed and wur; for as yet the fierce con-
tests between the proud and pwissanteSpohish nobles had not

. been completely quelled by the power of the crown, and in
this respeet they exerted a right of soyereignty, in leading
their vassals agninst cach other in open ficld.

The Diuke of Medina Sidnid wquld have appeared to many
the very last person to whom to apply for aid of the Marquis
of Cadiz; but the marchioness judged of him by tit standard
of her own high and ggnerous mind. She knew him % be a
gallant and courtcous knigh?, and had glready experienced the
magnanimity of his spirit, having been relieved by him when
hesiegzed by the Moors in her husband’s fortress of Arcos. To
the duke, therefore, she applied in this mosent of sudden
calamity, imploring him to furnishesuccour to her husband.
The ¢®ent showed how well noble spirits understand each
other.. No sooncr did the duke receive this appeal from the
wife of his encmy, than he gencrously forgot all feeling of
animosity, svd detcrmined to go in person to his succour.
He immediately despatched a courteous lettd® to the marchio-
ness, assuring her, othat, in consideratiort of the request of so

*honourable and estimable u lady, and to tescue from peril so
waliant a cavalier as her husband, whose loss would be great,
not only td Spain, but to all:Christendom, he would forego the,
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retollection of all *nast gricvances, and hasten to his rclief
with all the forees he eould raise.»
The duke wrote at the same time to the alcaydes of his
towns and fortresses, ordering them to join him forthwith at
-Seville, with all the foyee they could spare from their garri-
sons. Ile culled on all the chivalry of Andalusia to make a
comunon cause in the resene of those Christian cavaliers, and
he offered large pay to ahi volunteers who would resort to him
with horses, armour, and provisiors. Thus all who could be
incited by honour, religion, patriotism, or thirst of gain, were
inducedeto hasten to his standard ; and he took the field with
an army of five thousand horse and fifty thousand foot.*
Many cavaliers of distinguished name accompanied him in
this gencrous enterprize.  Among these was the redoubtable
Alonzo de Aguilar, the chosen friend of the Marquis of'Cadiz,
and  with him his younger Lrother, Gonsalvo Fernandez de
Cordova, afterwards remowned ag the grand captain Don
Rodrigo Givon, also master of the order of Calatravay toge-
ther with Martin Alonzo de Montemayor, and the Marquis de
Villena, esteemed the best lance in Spain. 1t was a gallant
and splendid army, scomprising the power of Spanish chivalry,
and poured forth in biilliant array from the gates of Seville,
bearing the great standard of that ancient and renowned city.
Fordinand and Isabella were at Medina del Campo when
tidings came of the capture of ilhama. The kingd was at
mass when he received the news, and ordered Ze Deum to be
chanted for this signal triumph of the holy faith. When. the
first fltsh of triumph had subsided, and the king learned the
immineng peril of the valorous Pohee de Leon and his come
panions, and the great danger there was that this strong-hold
might again be wrested from their grasp, he resolved to hurry
in person to the scene of action. So pressing appeared to
him the cmergeney, that hie barely gave himselt time to take
a hasty repast while horses were providing, and then departed
at furious speed for Andalusia, leaving a request for the
queen to follow him.t  lle was attended by Don Beltran de
lIa Cueva, Duke of Albuquerque; Don Inigo Lopez de Men-
doza, Count of Teadilla ; and Don Pedro Manriquez, Count of
Trevino, with a few more cavaliers of prowess and distinction.

* Croniea de 168 Duques de M-~dina 8{donia por Pedro do Medina.

"4 Tlleseas, Hist. Pontifical. .
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He travelled by forced journcys, frequeftly changing his

jaded horses. being eager to” mrive in tifae to take command ®
of the Andalusian chivalry. *When he came within five
leagues of Cordova, the Duke of Albuquerque remonstrated
with him upon entering with such incautious haste into the
enemies’ country.  1Je represcnted to him, that there were
trogps enough assembled to sgecowr’” Alhama, and that it was
not for him to adventure his royal perSon in doing what could
be done by his subjects, espscially as he had such valiant and
experienced eaptains to abt for him. * * Besides,sire,” jadded
« the duke, * your majesty should bethink you, that the:troops
about to take the field are mere men of Andalusia; whereas
yout i'lustrious predecessors never made gn inroad into the
, territory of the Moors, without being accomparicd by a
ppwerlul foree of the stanch and iron warriors of Old

Castile.” .

“DuRg,” replied the king, “ your council might have been
good h:ffl T not departed from Medina with the avowed deter-
mination of succouring these cawalicrs in prison. I am now
near’ the end of my journey, and it would be beneath my
-dignity to change my intention, leefore tve I had met with
it impediment. T shall take the troops of this country who
are assembled, without waiting for those of Castile, and, with
the aid of God, shall prosecutc my journcy®.”

As Kidy Ferdinand appfahied, Cordova, the principal
inhabitants came forth to receive him. Learning, however,
that the Duke of Medina Sidonju was already on tif® march,
and pressing forward nte the territory of the Moors, the king
was all on firc to overtake him, and 0 lead in person the
succour to Alhama. Without entering Cordovy, therefore,

\ he, exchanged bis weary horses for those of the inhabitants
who had come forth to meet him, and pressed frward for the
army. llc despatched ficet couri¢rsein advance, requesting
the Dul® of Medina Sidonfa to await his coming, that he
might tyke command of the forces.

Necither the duke nor his companions in arms, however,
felt inclined t-, pause in their gencrous expedition, and gratify
the inclination of the king. They sent back fhissives, repre-
-scoting that they ware far within the enethies’ frontiers, and

18 was dangerous either to piuse o, to turn” bacle. They had

likewise reccived pressing entreatiés from the besieged to
* Pulgar, Crofxica, p. iii. ¢ 3. ° .
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\ .
hasten their sponh. setting forth their great sufferings, ‘and
*their hourly peril of Being overtvheljued by the enemy.

The king was at Pohton del Macstre when he “received
these missives. So inflamed was he with zeal for the success
of this enterprise, that he would have penetrated into the
kidgdom of Granada with the handful of eavaliers who accom-
penicd hint; but they Trepresgnted the rashness of sueh a
journey, through the monntainous dcfiles of a hostile country
thickly besct with towns and castles.  With some difficulty,
therefgre, hé' was dissuaded from his inclination, and pre-
vailed’apon to await tidings from the army, in the frontier
city of Antequera. .

CHAPTER VIIIL ¢

Wrire all Andafusia was thus in arms, and pouring its
chivalry through the mountain passcs of the Moorish\fronticr,
the garrison of Alhama was reduced to great eatremity, and
in danger of siuking under its sufferings before the promised
succour could arrive.  The intolerable thirst that prevailed in
consequence of thscitreity of water, the incessant watch “that
had to be maintained over the vast force of enemies without
and the great number of prisoners within, and the wounds
which almost every soldier had received in the incegsant skir-
mishes and assaults, had worn'giievously both flesh and spirit.
The noble Ponce de Leon, Marquis of Cadiz, still animated
the soldifry, however, by word and example, sharing cvery
hardship, and being foremost in every danger ; exemplifying,
that a good commandnr is the vital spirit of an army. v

‘When Muley Aben Hassan heard of the vast force that was
approaching under the command of the Duke of Modina
Sidonia, and tkat Ferdinand was coming in person with addi-
tional troops, he perceived that no time was to be lost:
Alhama must be carried by one powerful attack, or abfindoned
entircly to the Christians. ’ C

A number of Moorish cavaliers, some of the bravest youth
of Granada, knowing the wishes of the king, proposed to under-
take a desperafe cnterprise, which, if successful, must put
Alhama in his power. Early one moming, when it was
scarccly the gray of the dawn, about the time of changing
the watch, these cavaliers approached the town, at a place
considered inaccessible, from the steepness of the rocks on
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which the wall was founded; which it was sufposed elevated tife
battlements beyond the reach of the lomgest scaling ladders. e
The Moorish knights, aidtd by @ number of the strongest and
most active escaladors, mounted these rocks, and applied the
ladders without being discovered ; for, to divert attgntion
from thera, Muley Aben Hassan made a filse attack upon the
town in another quarter. . . .
The scaling party mounted with «difficulty, and in small
numbers ; the sentinel was,killed at his post, and seventy of
the Moors made their way into the streets befere an alarm
. was given.  The guards rushed to the walls, to stop the hostile
throng that was still pouring in. A sharp conflict, hand to hund,
and*man to man, took place on the battlements, and many on
both sides fell.  The Moors, whether wowftled or glain, were
thrown x\cadlong without the walls, the scaling ladders were
overturned, and those who werc mountifg were dashed uppn
the roc?, and from thence tumbled upon the plain.  Thus in
a little #hile the ramparts were cleared by Christian prowess,
led ou by that valiant knight Dgn Alonzo Ponce, the uncle,
and 'that brave esquirc Pedro Pincedo, nephew of the Marquis
of Cadiz. 3
The walls being cleared, these two kindred cavaliers now
hastened with their forces in pursuit of, the seventy Moors
who had gained an cntrance into the town,  The main part
of the gatrison leing engageds at a distance, resisting the
feigned attack of the Moorish king, this ficrce band of infidels
had ranged the streets almost without opposition, end were
making their way tosihg gatc$, to throvg them open t the
army.* They were chosen®men from among the. Moorish
forces, several of them gallant knights of the proudest familics
of Granada. 'Their footsteps through the city wcre in a
Thdoner printed in blood, and they were tracked by the bodies
of those they had killed and woundgd. They had attained
the gatee most of the guardshad fallen beneath their cimeterse
a moment more and Alhama would have been thrown open to
the enciny.
“Just at this juncture, Don Alonzo Ponce and Pedro de
Pincda reache.” the spot with their forces. The Moors had
. the enemy in front gpd rear; they placed ¢hemselves back to
back, with their banner im the centre. <In this way they
fought with desperate and deadly determination, making a
* Zurita, . xx, cap. 43. .
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rampart around tiem with the slain. More Christian troops

* arrived, and hemmed them ir but still they fought, without
asking for quarter. As their'numbers deereased, they serried
their circle still closer, defending their banner from assault,
and the last Moor died at his post grasping the standard of
the Frophet. 'This standard was displayed from the walls,
and the tubaned heads of the Moors were thrown dowa to
the besiegers.® '

Muley Aben Ilassan tore his beard with rage at the failure
.of this attetapt, and at the death of so many of his chosen
cavaliers.  He saw that all further effort was in vain.  His
scouts brought word that they had scen, from the heights, the
long columns and flaunting banners of the Christian army
apnroach’ng through the mountains.  To linger would be to
place himself between two bodics of the cnemy.  3reakirg
up his camp, therefore, in all haste, he gave up the siege of
Alhama, and hastened back to Granada: and the Yast clash
of his cymbals scarce dicd upon the car from the distant
hills before the standard of«the Duke of Medina Sidonia was
scen emerging in another direction from the defiles of the
mountains. . e

When the Christians in Alkama bcheld their enemier
retreating on onc gide, and their friends advancing on the
other, they uttered shouts of joy and hymns of thanksgiving ;
for it was as a sudden relicf iroia present death. larassed
by several weeks of incessant vigil and fighting, suffering from
scarcity ¢ provisions and almost continual thirst, they resembled
skeltons rather thon living men.  It-was a noble and gracious
sight 1o behold the mgeting of those two ancient foes, the Duke
of Medina Sidonia and the Marquis of Cadiz. When the
marquis bebeld his magnanimous deliverer approaching, h¢ .
mclted into te.rs: all past animosities only gave the greater
poignancy to present fgelings of gratitude and admiration;
they clasped cach other in their arms, and, from that time
forward, were true and cordial friends.

‘While this gencrous scenc took place between the com-
manders, a sordid contest arose among their troops. The
soldiers who hal come to the rescue claimed a portion of the
spoils of Alhama; and so violent was the dispute, that hoth

* Dedro Pinéda reccived thehonour of knighthood from the hand of
King Ferdinand for his valour on this occasion. (Alonzo Ponce was
already a knight.) Sce Zudign, Aunals of Seville, lib. xii. an. 1482,
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parties scized their arms. The Duke % Medina Sidonia *
interfered, and scttled the squestion With his eharacteristi®
magnanimity. He declared ‘that the spoil belonged to those
who had captured the city. * We have taken the field,” said
he, “ only for honour, for religion, ands for the rescue of our
countrymen and fellow-Christians ; and the success of our
engerprise is a sufficient and glorious reward. °If we desire
booty, there are sufficient Moorish “cities yet to be taken to
curich us all.”  The soldiers were convinced, by the frank
and chivalrous reasonitg of the duke; they Teplicq to his
speech by acclamations, and the transient broil was “happily
appeascd.
. The Marchioness of Cadiz, with the forgthonght of a loving
wife, had despatched her major domo with the smy with a
Jarge sapply of provisions. Tables wepe immediately spread
beneathpthe tents, where the Marquis gave a banquet to°the
Duke ?nd the cavaliers who had accompanied him, and
nothin®% bt hilarity prevailed in this late scene of suffering
and death. .
A gamison of fresh troops was left in Alhama, and the
vetbrﬁns who had so valiantly® captived *and maintained it
.returned to their homes burdened with precious booty.  The
Marquis and Duke, with their confederate cavaliers, repaired
to Antiquera, where thoy were received with great distinetion
by the King, who honoured®hé Myrquis of Cadiz with signal
marks of favour. ‘The Duke then accompanicd his late
encmy, but now most zealous gnd grateful friend, tfe Myrquis
of Cadiz, to his town ef Marchcna, wifre he reccived the
reward of his gencrous conduct in the thanks and blessings
of the Marchioness. The Marquis gave a sumptuows enter-
<ainment in honour of his guest: for a day and a night his
palace was thrown open, and was the scene of continual revel
and festivity. 'When the Duke depsrted for his estates at St.
Lucar, The Marquis attended him for some distance on his
journcy. and when they separated, it was as the parting scenc
of brothers.  Such was the noble spectacle exhibited to the
chivalry of Spain by these two illustrious rivals. IFach
reaped universal renown from the part he fad performed in
the campaign : thesMarquis, from haviné surprised aud cap-
‘tared one of the most impbrtant and formidabfe fortresses of
the kingdom of Granada, and the Duke from having subdued
his dcadliest foe by a great get of magnanimity.
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LHAPTER IX.

Tut Moorish King, Aben Hassah, returned, baffled aud
disappointed, from before the walls of Alhama, ynd was
reccived with groans end smothered excerations by the peopl:
of Granada. The ‘prediction of the santon was in cvery
mauth, and &ppeared to be rapidly fulfilling ; for the enciav
was already strongly fortified in Alhams, in the very heart of
the kingdom. The disaffection, which broke out in murmurs
among the cofnmon people, fermenteu more sceretly and dan-
gecously among the nobles. Muley Aben Ifassan was of a
ficrce and cruel nature; his reign had been marked with
tyranny and bloodshed, and many chiefs of the family of the
Abencerrages, the noblest lineage among the Moors, had
fallen victims to his policy or vengeance. A deep plot was
now formed to put an end to his oppressions, and dispossess
him of the throne. The sitnation of the royal hg schold
favoured the conspiracy. s

Mulcy Aben Hassan, though erucl, was uxorious ; that is to
say, he had many wives, and was pronc to be managed by
them by turns. He had two«queens, in particular, whom he
had chosen from affection. One, named Ayxi, was a Moorish
female ; she was likervise termed in Arabic La 1loira, or * the
chaste,” from the spotless purity of hey character.  While yet
in the prime of her heauty, slte Bore a son to Abeil Llassan.
the cxpeeted heirto his throne.  The name of this prince was
Mahomet Abdalla, or, as he has more generally been termed
among historians, Boabdil. At his birthy the astrologers, ac-
cording.to custom, cast his horoséope : they were seized with
fear and trembling when they beheld the fatal portents revealed
to their scicnce. ¢ Alla achbar! God is great!” exclaimed
they: “he alone controls the fate of empires : it is written in
the heavens, that this prince shall sit upon the throne of Gra-
nada, but that the downfall of the kingdom shall be «ccom-
plished during his reign.” Irom this time the prince was
ever regarded with aversion by his father ; and the scries of
persecutions which he suffcred, and the dark prediction which
hung over him ffom his infimey, procured him the surname of
El Zogoybi, or, “ tne unfortunate.” 1lo.is more commonly
known by theappeilation of Il Chico, * the younger,” to dis-
tinguish him from an usurping uncl;.

The othor favourite gueen of Aben Ilussan was named
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Fatima, to which the Moors added the ’nppellation of La
Zoroya, or * the light of the dawn,” froth her effulgent beauty.®
She was a Christian by birth, the daughter of the commander
Sancho ¥imenes de Solis, and had been taken captive in her
tender youth ¥ ., .

The king, who was well stricken in years at the time, became
engmoured of the blooming Christiaf maid.  He tade her his
sultana ; and, like most old men, wh8 marry in their dotage,
resigned himself to her management. Zoroya became the
mother of two princes ; #nd her anxiety for thei’advangement
seemed to extinguish every other natural fecling in herbreast.
She was as ambitious as she was beautiful, and her ruling
desire beemme, to sce once of her sons scatgd upon the throne
of Granada, .

o For tqis prurpose she made use of all her arts, and of the
completg ascendancy she had over the mind of her cruel hus-
band, jundurminc his other children in his affections, and to
fill hin® with jealousics of their designs, Muley Aben assan
was 50 wrought upon by her mechinations, that he publicly
put’ scveral of his sons to death at the celebrated Fountain of
Lions? in the court of the Alh#mbra? a Place signalized in
Moorish history as the scence of many sanguinary decds.

The next measure of Zoroya was against her rival sultana,
the virtugqus Ayxa. She was past the bloom of her beauty,
and had ceased to be attractivé in, the eyes of her husband.
He vras casily persuaded to repudiate her, and to confine her
and her son in the tower of Lomares, one of the®prigeipal
towers of the Alhanfbra s Boabdil fnereased in years,
Zeroya beheld in him a formidable obstacle to the prewensions
of her sons ; for he was universally considered heir apparent

~1the throne. The jealousics, suspicions, and alarms of his
tiger-hearted father were again excited ; he %was reminded.
too, of the prediction, that fixed tke ruin of the kingdom
during fhe reign of this princc. Muley Aben Hassan im-
piously. set the stars at deflance.  “ T'he sword of the cxeeu-
tioner,” said he, ‘“shall prove the falschood of these lying
horoscopes, ¢ 4 shall silence the ambition of Boabdil, as it has
the presumption of his brothers.” « ¢

- The sultan Ayxa evas sceretly apprizedof the cruel design
of the old monarch. She was o waman of talent#and courage,
and, by mcans of her female, attendants, concerted a plan for

* Cronica del Gran Cardenal, ¢. Ixxi. *
D*
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the eseape of her on. A faithful servant was instructed to
wait below the Alhainbra, in the dead of the night, on the
banks of the river Darro, with'a fleet Arabian courser. The
sultana, when the castle was in a state of deep repase, tied
together the shawls ard scarfs of herself and her female at-
tendants, and lowered the younthful prince from the tower of
Comares.* <IIc made his'way in safety down the steep rocky
hill to the banks of the Darro, and, throwing himself on the
Arabian courser, was thus spirited-off to the city of Guadix in
the Alpuxarrd.  1lere he lay for sonfe time concealed, until,
guining adherents, he fortificd himself'in the place, and sci the
machinations of his tyrant father at defiance., Such was the
state of affairs in the royal houschold of Granada, wheu Muley
Aben Ilas-an retuined foiled from his expedition against
Alhama. The faction, which had been seeretly formed mnong
theenobles, determined to deposc the old king Aben ¢Iassan,
and to clevate his son Boabdil to the throne. = They c®icerted
their measures with the latter, and an opportunity soun pre-
sented to put them in practice. Muley Aben Hassan had
a royal country palace, called Alexares, in the vicinity of Gra-
nada, to which he icso.ted oecasionally, 1o recreate his*mind
during this time of perplexity. lle had been passing one day
amonyg its bowers, when, on returning to the capital, he found
the gates closed against him, and his son Mobammed Abdalla,
otherwise called Boabdil, pro¢latined king. “ Alla achbar!
God is great!” exclaimed old Muley Aben Hassan; it is in
vain to ccutend against what is written in the book of fate.
It wa¥ predestined,#that my son shorld sit upon the throne.
Alla, forafend the rest of the prediction!”  The old monarch
knew the influnmable nature of the Moors, and thai it was.
useless to attempt lo check any sudden blaze of popular pag..,-
sion. A littl¢ while,” said he, ¢ and this rash flame will
burn itself out; and th~ people, when cool, will listen to
reason.” So he turned his steed ftom the gate, and Yepaired
to the city of Baza, where he was received with great demon-
strations of loyalty. He was not a man to give up his throne
without a struggle. A large part of the kingdom still rc-
mained faithful b him ; he trusted, that the conspiracy in the
capital was but transient and partial, and that by suddenly
making his appearaice in its streets, at the head of a moderate
force, he should awe the®people again into allegiance. He

* Salazar, Cronica del Gran Cardenal, ¢, Ixxi.
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took his measures with that combination ¢f dexterity and daring,
which formed his character, ind arrived onc night under the
wall of Granada with five hundred chosen followers.  Scaling
the walls of the Alhambra, he threw himself, with sanguinary
fury, into its silent courts. The sfoping inmatcs® were
rotited from their repose only to fall by the exterminating
cimeter.  The rage of Aben dHassan, spared neither age, dor
rauk, nor sex ; the hall§ resounded with shrieks and yells, and
the fountains run red ,with blood. The aleayde, Aben
Comixer, retreated to a strong tower, with a few of the gar-
rison and inhabitants. The furious Aben Hassan did not lose
time in pursuing him : he was anxious to secure the city, and
to wreak his vengeance on itsrebellious inhabitants.  Descend-
ing with his bloody band into the streets, he cuf down the
defencefpss inhabitants, us, startled from their sleep, they
rushed {Prth, to learn the cause of the alarm.  The caty was
soon cgmpletely roused ; the people flew to arms; lights
blazed m every street, revealing the scanty numbers of this
bang, that had been dealing suct tatal vengeance in the dark.
Muley, Aben Hassan had been mistaken {n his conjectures.
The great mass of the people, intensed by his tyrammy, were
zeanlous in favour of his son. A violent but transient conflict
took place in the streets and squares ; mafly of the followers of
Aben Iagsan were slain, the rgst driven out of the eity, and
the old monarch, With the Femuané of his band, retreated to
his loyal ety of Malaga. .

Such was the commencement of those great internalgdeuds
and divisions, which hasteneg the duwnfaﬂf Granada. The
Moors beeame separated into two hostRe factions, hedded by
the father and the son, and several bloody encounters took

wplace between them; yet they never failed fo act with all
their separate force against the Christians, as a common -
encmy, ﬁhcnever an opportunity pechirred.

CHAPTER X.

King Fr ipinaAnD held a council of wgr at Cordova,
where it was deliberated what was to be done with Alhama.
+ Most of the council®advised that it should be demolished, in-
wmsmuch as, being in the centre of the MoorisH kingdom, it .
would be at all times liable to attack, and could only be
maintained by a powerful garrison, and at o vast cxpeuse. .
D2
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Queen Isabella arrived at Cordova in the midst of these deli-
‘berations, and listened to them tvith surprise and impatience.
“What!” said she, “shall we destroy the first fruits of our
victories? shall we abandon the first place we have  wrested
from the Moors?  Nc¢ver let us suffer such an idea to oceupy
our minds. It would give new courage to the cnemy;
arguing fear' or feebleness in ovr councils. You talk of the
toil and expense of maintaining Alhama. Did we doubt, on
undertaking this war, that it was to be a war of infinite cost,
labour, and bloodshed ? and shall we shrink from the cost the
moment a victory is obtained, and the question is merely to
guard or abandon its glorious trophy? Let us hear no more
about the destruction of Albama; les us maintain its walls
sacred, as % strong-hold, granted us by Heaven, in the centre
of this hostile lund; and let our only consideration ‘3¢, how
to ¢xtend our conquest, and capture the surrounding cities.”
The language of the queen infused a more lofty amd.‘._':hival-
rous spirit into the royal council.  Preparations were imme.
diately made to maintain Allfama at all risk and expense ; and
King Ferdinand appointed asalcayde, Luis Fernandez Puerto
Carrero, senior of the house of Palma, supported by Diego Lopez
de Ayola, Pero Ruiz de Alarcon, and Alonzo Ortis, captains
of four hundred lancés and a body of one thousand foot, sup-
plied with provisions for thrce months. Ferdinand resolved
also to lay sicge to Loxa, = city of great sthength, at no great
distance from Alhama. For this purpose he called upon all
the. cities dnd towns of Andalvsia and Kstremadura, and the
domains of the ordefs of Santiagn, Cilatrava, and Alcantara,
and of the priory of 8i. Juan, and the kingdom of Toledo,
and. beyend, to the cities of Salamanca, Toro, and Valladolid,
to furnish, according to their repartimientos or allotments, -
certuin quantity of bread, wine, and cattle, to be dclivered at
the royal camp before Loxa, onc half at the end of Junc,
and one half in July. These lands, also, together with
Biscay and Guipuscoa, were ordered to send reinforcements
of horse and foot, each town furnishing its quota; and great
diligence- was used in providing lombards, powder, and other
walike munitions. _ : .

"The Moors were no less active in their preparations; and
sent missives ‘into Africa, entreating supplies, and calling
upon the Barbary princes to aid them in this war of the faith.’
To intercept all succour, the Castdian sovereigns stationed an
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armada of ships and galleys in the Straits of Gibraltar, under,
the command of MartineDiaz.de Mena and Carlos de Valera,
with orders to scour the Barbary coast, and sweep every
Moorish®sail from the sca. R ’

While these preparations were makings Ferdinand made an
incursion, at the head of his army, into the Jkingdom of
Granada, and laid waste the vegas destroying its hamlets
and villages, ravaging its ficlds of grain, and driving away
the cattle. . .

It was about the end of Junc, that King Ferdingnd de-
parted from Cordova, to sit down before the walls of Loxa.
So confident was he of success, that he left a great part of
the army at Ecija, and advanced withebut five thousand
cavalry and eight thousand infantry. The Marquis of Cadiz, a

virrior§as wise as he was valiant, remeustrated against ¢m-
ployingfso small a force ; and, indecd, was opposcd to the
measur® altogether, as being undertaken preeipitately, and
without sufficient preparation.  King Ferdinand, however,
was influenced by the counscl of Don Dicgo de Merlo, and
was, eager to strike a brilliant gnd dgeidqd blow. A vain-
glorious confidence prevailed about this time among the
Spanish cavalicrs: they overrated theiy own prowess; or
rather, they undervalued and despised their enemy. Many of
them beli:ved, that the Mogrs avould scarccly remain in their
city, when they saw the Christian troops advancing to assail
it. The Spanish chivalry marched, thercfore, gallgntly and
fearlessly, and almogt carelesSly, over the border, semntily
sypplied with the things nceiful for a_ besicging army in the
heart of an cnemy’s country. In the same negligent and
:g?lﬁdcnt spirit they took up their station before Lota. The

ntry around was broken and hilly, so that ig was extremel

ditficult to form a combined camp. o Lhe river Xenil, whici
runs by #he town, was compressetl between high banks, and
s0 decep as to be fordable with extreme difficulty, and the Moors
had posscssion of the bridge. The king pitched his tents in
a plantation of olives, on the banks of the river; the troops
were distribu®d in different encampments omthe heights, but
separated from each other by decp rocky eravines, so as to be
JAncapable of yielding cach other prompt assistance, and there
was 10 room for the opcration of the cavalry. The artillery,
also, was 80 injudiciouly placed as to be alimost entirely useless.
Alvnzg of Arragon, Duke 8f Villihcrmosa, and _llegitimate *
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<brother of the kings was present al the siege; and disap-
proved of the whole arrangement. ~He was one of the most
able gencrals of his time, and especially renowned for his
skill in battering fortified places. He recommended, that
the whole disposition of the camp should be changed, and
that several bridges should be thrown across the river.  His
advice was adopted, but slowly and negligently followed ;¢ so
that it was rendered of no avail, Among other oversights,
in this hasty'and negligent expedition, the army had no sup-
Py ofthaked bread, and, in the hwiry of encampment, there
was no tjime to creet furnaces.  Cakes were thercfore hastily
made, and baked on the coals ; and fer two days the treops
were supplied i this irregular way.

King Ferdinand felt too late the insecurity of his position,
and endeavoured to” provide a temporary” remedypd Thero
was a height near the city, called by the, Moors Salsto Albo-
hacen, which was in front of the bridge. He order’d scve-
ral of his most valiont cavaliers to take possession of this
“height, and to hold it, as a check upon the cnemy and a pro-
teetion {o the earrp. , The gavaliers chosen for this distin-
guished and perilous post were the Marquis of Cadiz, the
Marquis of Villena, Don Roderigo Tellez Giron, master or
Calatrava, his brother the Count of Urena, and Don Alonzo
de Aguilar. These valiant wapriors, and tried companions
in arms, led their troops with alacrity to the height, which
soon glittered with the array of arms, and was graced by
sevetal of the mosf redoubtalfie pennong of warlike Spain.

Loxa was communded at this time by an old Moorish
aleayde, whose daughter was the favourite wife of Boabdil
el Chicd. The nuame of this Moor was Ibrahim Ali Atar; but
he: was genepally known among the Spaniards as Alams.
He had grown gray in border warfare, was an implacable
encmy of the Christians, and his name had long, been the
terror of the frontier. Ile was in the mineticth year of his
age, yet indomitable in spirit, fiery in his passious,-sincwy,
and powerful in frame, deeply versed in warlike stratagem,
and accounted the best lance in all Mauritania. He had
three thousand horsemen under his command, veteran troops,
with whom he had often scoured the borders, and he daily
cxpected the old Moorish king with reinforcements. ’

Ol Ali Atar had watched, from his fortress, every move-
ment of the Christian army, axl had cxulted in all the errors
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of its commanders. When he beheld,the flower of Spanish
chivalry glittering aboyt 1ifg height of Albohacen, his cye
flushed with cxultation. ¢ By the aid of Allah,” said he,
« I willgrive these prankling cavaliers a rouse.”

Ali Atar privately, and by night, scfitdorth a large dody of
his chosen troops, to lic in ambush near one of jthe skirts of
Albohacen. OUn the fourth day of fhe siege, he sallied across
the bridge, and made a feigued attack upon the height.  The
cavalicrs rushed impetupusly forth to meet himy, leaving their
encampments almost unprotecled.  Ali Atar whegjed and
fied, and was hastily pursued. When the Christian cavalicrs
had been drawn a considerable distance from their encamp-
ments, they heard a vast shout behind othem, and, looking
round, beheld their encampment assailed by the Moorish

sforce, fhich had been placed in ambushy, and had ascended a
diﬂ'crg side of the hill. ¢

Thedcavalicers desisted from the pursuit, and hastencd to
prevent the plunder of their tents. Ali Atar in his turn
wheeled aud pursued them : and they were attacked in front
and gear on the summit of the hill. Lhe gontest lasted for an
hour; the height of Albohacen was red with blood ; many

“brave cavaliers fell, expiring among heaps of the enemy.
The fierce Ali Atar fought with the fuly of a demon, until
the arriwd of more Christign forces compelled him to retreat
into the city. The severest losseto the Christians in this
skirmish was that of Roderigo Tellez Giiron, mastgr of Cala-
trava: as he was ra;siug his a@m to make a blow, angarrow
jﬁilor(-ed him, just benefith the shoulder, ut the open part of
the corslet.  Ile fell instantly from his horse, but wak caught
by, Pedro Gasca, a eavalicr of Avila, who conveyed Bim to his

nt, where he died. The king and quecngand the whole
kingdom mourned his death ; for he was in the freshness of his
youth, Jwing but twenty four year? of age, and had proved
himself a gallant and high-minded cavalier. A melancholy
group-collected about his corse, on the bloody height of Al-
bohacen: the knights of Calatrava mourned him as a com-
mander; th. “tavaliers, who were encampeg on the height,
lamented him as their companion®in armsin a service of perils,

_while the Count of® Urciia, gricved over Lim with the tender
afleetion of a brother. °. l
" King Ferdinand now pergeived the wisdom of the opinion

of the Marquis of Cadiz, and that Lis forcc wab quite in-

L]
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euﬂic:ent for the enterpnse. To continue his camp in its pre-
‘sent unfortunate position would cqst him the lives of his
bravest cavaliers, if not a total defeat, in case of reinforce-
ments to the enemy. He called a council of war late in the
cvenin of Saturday.; ‘and it was determined to withdraw the
army, eﬂrly the next morning, to Rio Frio, a short distance
from the ‘city, and there wait for additional troops from
Cordova. The mnext morning carly, the cavaliers on the
height of Alljobucen began to strike their tents. No sooner
did Alj Atar behold this, than he sallied forth to attack them.
Many of the Christian troops, who had not heard of the inten-
tion to change the camp, seeing the tents struck, and the
Moors eallymv forth, supposed that the cnemy had been re-
inforeed in' the night, and that the army was on the pomt of
retrreatmg ‘Without stoppmo‘ to ascertain the truth,, or te
rective orders, they fled in dismay, spreading {onfusion
through the camp ; nor did they halt until they had ‘\peached
the Rock of the Lovers, about seven leagues from Loxa.*

The king and his commanders saw the imminent peril of
the moment, and tpade face to the Moors, each commander
guarding his quarter, and 1opellm all assaults, while the
tents were struck, and the artillery and ammunition conveyed
away. The king, with a handful of cavaliers, galloped to a
rising ground, m:poscd to the firg, of the cnemy, calling upon
the flying troops, and ecrdeavouring in vain to rally them.
Setting upon the Moors, he and his cavaliers charged them so
\1gomusly, that they put a squadron to flight, slaying many
with their swords ‘and lances, and* driving others nto the
river, where they were drowned.  The Moors, however, were
soon refaforced, and returned in great numbers. The king
was in danger gf being surrounded : the Moors assailed him="
furiously ; ‘and twice he owed his safety to the valour of Don
Juan de. Ribera, senior of Montemayor.

The Marquis of Cadiz beheld from a distance thc peril of
his sovercign.  Summoning about scventy horsemen to follow
him, he gallopcd to the spot threw himsclf between the king
and the cnemy, and, hurling his lance, transpierced one of the
most daring of the Moors. "For some time he remained with
no other weapon than his sword ;, his horsc was wounded by *
an arrow, and many of, his followers were slain; but he
succecded in beating off the Moors, and rescuing the L.mg

~

« * Pulger, Crdhica,
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from 1mminent jeopardy, whom he then prevailed upon to re-
tire to less dangerous grognd.®, .

The marquis continucd throughout the day to expose him.
sclf to the repeated assaults of the encmy. He was ever
found in the place of greatest danger, arfil through his bravery
a great part of the army and the camp was preserved from
destruction.* It wasa perilous day for the commanders ; for,
in a retreat of the kind, it is the noblest cavaliers who most
expose themsclves; to save their people. The Dyke of Medina
Celi was struck to the ground, but rescued by his froops.
The Count of Tendilla, whose tents were ncarest to the city,
received several wounds; and various other cavaliers of the
most distinguished note were cxposed to fegrful hazard. The
whole day -‘was passed in bloody skirmishings, in %vhich the
hidnlgos&;md cavaliers of the royal household distiuguished

themselyds by their bravery. At length, the encampmefts
heing al§’ broken up, and most of the artillery and baggage re-
moved, the bloody height of Albohacen was abandoned, and
the neighbourhood of Loxa evaculted. Several tents, a quan-
" tity of provisions, and a few pieces of artillery, were left upon
the spot, from the want of horses’or mules €0 carry them off.
7 Ali Atar bung upon the rear of the retiring army, and
harassed it until it reached Rio ¥rio. Fron thence Ferdinand
returned to Cordova, deeply gnogtified, though greatly bene-
fited, by the severe lesson he had eeceived, which served to
render him more cautious in his campaigns, and more diffi-
dent of fortune. Ile sent lctters to all parts excusing his
retreat, imputing it to the small number nfphis forces, and the
circumstance,, that many of them were quotas seni from
varigus citics, and not in royal pay. In the- meam time,
“ to<fonsole his troops for their disappointment, gnd to keep up
their spirits, he led them upon another inroad, to lay waste
the vega of Granada.

CHAPTER XI.

Orp Muley " ‘Aben Hassan had mustcredgan army, and
marched to the relief of Loxa; Wut arriyed too late. The
fust squadron of Ftrdinand had already, passed over the
Border. “'Thcy have come ande gone,” said he, “like a
o summer cloud, and all their,vaunting has been mere empty

* Cura de los Palacios, c. 58. ’
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thunder.” He turned, to make another attempt upon Al-
hama, the garrison of which wils i, the utmost consternation
.at the retrgat of Ferdinand, and would have descrted the
place, had it not been for the courage and perseverauce of the
aleayde, Luis Fernandez Pucrto Carrero. That brave and
loyal commander cheered up the spirits of the men, and kept
the old Moorish king at bay, until the approach of Ferdinand,
on his second incursion into the vega, obliged him to make an
unwilling retreat to Malaga. ,

Myley Aben Hassan felt, that it would be in vain, with his
inferior force, to oppose the powerful army of the Christian
monarch ; but to remain idle, and sce lis territoricss laid
waste, would ruin, him in the estimation of his people. ¢ If
we cannét parry,” said he, “we can strike: ifewe cannot™
keep our own lands from being ravaged, we can puvage the
lands of the enemy.” He inquired, and learned ﬂ% most of
the chivalry of Andalusia, in their cagerness for a Nway, had
marched off with the king, and left their own country almost
defenceless. The territorics of the Duke of Medina Sidonia
were particularly unguarded. Ilerc were vast plains,of pas-
turage, covered with Hocks and herds ; the very country for a
hasty inroad. The old monarch had a bitier grudge against
the duke, for havinly foiled him at Alhama. **I'll give this
cavalier a lesson,” said he, cxultingly, *‘that wilt cure him
of his love of campaigning.”  So he prepared in all haste for
a forage into the country about Medina Sidonia.

Muley Aben Iassan sallicd out of Malaga with fiftcen hun-
dred horse and si¥ thousand fapt, 4nd’ took the way by the
sea-coast, marching through Esteponia and entering the Chris-
tian ceuntry between Gibraltar and Castellar.  The (only
person that was likely to molest him on this route was‘one”
Pedro de Vargas, a shrewd, hardy, and vigilant soldier,
aleayde of Gibraltar, ‘and who, lay cnsconced-n his old
warrior-rock as in a citadel. Muley Aben 1lassan knew the
watchful and daring character of the man; but had ascer-
tained, that his garrison was too small to ¢nable him to make
a sally, or at least to assure him any success.  Still he pursued
his march with great silence and caution; scnt parties in
advance, to explore every pass wheréd a foc might lie in
ambush, cast many an anxious eye towards the old roek of
Gibraltar, as its cloud-capt sumynit was seen towering in the,
distynce en his left ; nor did he feel entirely at ease, until he
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had passed through the broken and maquntainous country of |
Castellar, and descended jpto fhe plains. Here he encamped,
on the banks of the Celemin. From hence he sent four hun-~
dred corfedors, or fleet horsemen, armed with lances, who
were to station themselves near Algezirds, and to keep a*strict
watch, across the bay, upon the opposite fortress of Gibraltar.

If the alcayde attempted te sally forth, they were to way-
lay and attack him, being almost four times his supposed
force, and were to send swift tidings to the camp,

In the meantime, two hundred corredors were despgtched

" to scour that vast plain called the Campiiia de Tarifa, a und-
ingewith flocks and herds, and two hundred more were to
ravage the lands about Medina Sidonia.  Nuley Aben lassan

' remained with the main body of the army as a rallying point
én the tynks of the Celemin. The foraging partics scoured
the cougiry to such effect, that they came driving vast flodks
and hewis before them, enough to supply the place of all that
had been swept from the vega of Granada. The troops which
had. kept watch upon the rock bf CGibraltar returned, with
word, that they had not seen a Christian helmet stirring. The
old king congratulated himself upon the setrecy and prompt-
ness with which he had conducted his foray, and upon having
baffled the vigilance of Pedro de Vargas.*

Muley Aven Hassan had ot been so secret as he imagined.
The watchful Pedro de Vargas had received notice of his
movements.  His garrison was barely suflicient for the defence
of the place, and he foared toetake the ficld, and .Jeavg his
fortress unguarded. “Latkily, at this judeture, there arrived
in the harbour of Gibraltar a squadron of the armed galleys
st.ajoncd in the strait, and commanded by Carlos de Valera.
‘Bfe alcayde immediately prevailed upon him to guard the
place duning his absence, and sallied forth at midnight with
seventy hgase. Ile made for the town of Castellar, which is
strongly ‘posted on a steep height, knowing that the Moorish
king would have to return by this place. He ordered alarm
fires to0 be lighted upon the mountains, to give notice that the
Moors were o.. the ravage, that the peasantgymight drive the
flocks and herds o places of reftyse; and he sent couriers,

* riding at full speedIn every direction, summoning the fighting
‘men of the neighbourhood to meet him at Castellar. - Muley
Aben Hassan saw, by tho firgs blazing about the mountains,
that the country was risiug. .
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. He struck his tentg, and pushed forward as rapidly as.pos-
sible for the border ; but he whs encumbered with booty, and
with the vast cavalgada swept from the pastures of the Cam-
piiia of Tarifa. 1is scouts brought him word, that there werg
troops in the field;vbut he made light of the intclligence,
knowing that they could only be those of the aleayde of Gib-
raltar, and that he had not more than a hundred horsemen in
his garrison. ¢ threw in advance two hundred and fifty of
his bravest troops, and with them the alcaydes of Marabilla
and Gasares. Bchind this vanguard was a great cavalgada of
¢attle, and in the rear marched the king, with the main force
of his little army. It was near the middle of a sultry susuner
day, that they approached Castellar. De Vargas was on the
walch ; ahd beheld, by an immense cloud of dust, that they
were descending ong of the heights of that wild al broken
cduntry. The van-guard and rear-guard were ahq‘ve half a
league asunder, with the cavalgada between them, alyd a long
and close forest hid them from cach other. De Vargas saw,
that they could render but little assistance to each other, in
case of a sudden attack, and might be casily thrown into con-
fusion. He chosé fifty of his bravest horscmen, and, making a
circuit, took his post sceretly in a narrow glen, opening into
a defile between twb rocky heights, through which the Moors
had to pass. It was his intention to suffer the vavguard and
the cavalgada to pass, and to full upon the rear.

‘While thus lying perdue, six Moorish scouts, well mounted
and gvell' armed, cntered the glen, cxamining every place that
might conccal an &nemy. Some of the Christians advised,
that they should slay these six men, and retreat to Gibraltar.
¢ No,” osaid- De Vargas; I have come out {or higher game
than these, ang I hope, by the aid of God and Santiago, to~do ~~
good work this day. I know these Moors well, and. doubt not
but that they may readty be thrown into confusicy,”

By this time the six scouts approached so near, that they
were on ihe goint of discovering the Christian ambush. De
Vargas gave the word, and ten horsomen. rushed forth upon
them. In an dnstant, four of the Moors rolled in the dust;
the other two put spurs to their steeds, and fled towards their
army, pursued by the ten Christians. ‘About eighty of the
Moorish vanguard came gnlloping to the relief.of their .com-
panions: the Christians turned, and fled towards . their.am-
bush. De Vargas kept his men concealed, until the fugitives
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and their pursuers éame clattering pell-mell into the glen: at
a signal trumpet, his men, sallled forth, with gfeat heat, and
in closc array. The Moors almost rushed upon their weapons
before thdy perceived them. Forty of the infidels were over-
thrown ; the rest turned their backs. *““Forward!” criéd De
Vargas: “let us give the van-guard, a brush befoge it can be
joined by thoe rear.” So saying, he pursued the flying Moofs
down the hill, and came with such force and fury upon the
advance guard, as to overthrow many of thenwat the first
encounter. As he wheeled off with his men, the Mooy dis;
" charged theit lances, upon which he returned to the charge,
and made great slaughter. The Moors fought valiantly for a
short time, until the alcaydes of Marubillaeand Casares were
* slain, when they gave way, and fled for the rear-ghard. In
their fligfit, they passed through the eayalgada of cattle,
threw: the* whole in confusion, and raised such a cloud of dust,
that tha’ Christians could no longer distinguish objects.
Féaring the king and the main body might be at hand, and
finding that De Vargas was severely wounded, they con-
tented ghemselves with despoiling, the slpin, and taking above
twenty-eight horses, and then returned to Castellar.

‘When the routed Moors came flying bac{c on the rear-guard,
Muley Aben Hassan feared that the people of Xeres were in
arms. Seteral of his followgrs jadvised him to abandon the
cavalgada, and retreat by another rond. “ No,” said the old
king ; “he ie no true soldier who gives up his booty without
fighting.” Putting spurs to Mis horse, he galloped forward
thrpugh the centre of the® cavalgada, driving the cattle to the
right and left. 'When he rcached the fitld of battle, he found
it styewed with the bodies of upwards of one humdred*Moors,
amdéng which were those of the two alcaydese Lnraged at
the sight, he summoned all his crosshowmen and cavalry,
pushed on #p the very gates, of Casteflar, and set fire to two
houses close to the walls. Pedro de Vargas was unable from
his wound to sally forth in person; but he ordered out his
troops, and there was brisk skirmishing under the walls, until
the king drew off, and rcturned to the scerig of the recent
encounter. Here he had the bodies of the,principal warriors
laid across mules, to be intexred honourably at Malaga. The
rest of the slain were buried in the Beld of battle. Gathering

» togetherthe seattered cavalpgada, he paraded it slowly, in an im-
menscline, past the walls of Castellar, by way of tauntidg hisfoc.
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Vith all his fiercpness, old Muley Aben Hassan had a
gleam of warlike courtesy, and ddwiyed the hardy and soldier-
like character of Pedro de Vargas, He summoned two
Christian captives, and demanded, what were the revenues of
the aleayde of Gibraltar. They told him, that, among other
things, he was entitled to one out of cvery drove of cattle that
passed his boundaries. *“Alla forbid!” cried the old
monarch, “that so brave a cavalier should be defrauded of
his right. 1Je immediately chosé twelve of the finest cattle
from the twelve droves which formed the cavalgada. These
He gave in charge to an alfaqui, to deliver them to Pedro de
Vargas., “Tell him,” said he, * that I crave his pardon- for
not having sent these cattle sooner ; but T have this moment
learned Ufe nature of his rights, and [ hasten to satisfy
them with the punctnality due to so worthy a cavalige.  TeK
hith at the same time, that [ had no idea the alcuy(hg:'uf Gib-
raltar was so active and vigilant in colleeting his tolldy’

The brave aleayde relished the stern, soldier-like pleasantry
of the old Moorish monarén, and replicd in the same tone.

-*“"Tell his majesty,” said he, *that I kiss his hands for, the
honour he has done me, and regret that my scanty force hgs
not permitted me to give him a more signal reception on h1s
commg into these ‘parts. 1Iad three hundred horsemen,
whom I have been promised, from Xecres, arrived sn time, I
might have served up an entertainment more befitting such a
mon:u'ch.l I trust, however, they will arrive in the course of
the yight, in which ease his negjesty may be sure of a royal
regale at the dawnihg.” « .

ie then ordered, that a rich silken vest and scarlet mantle
should e given to the alfuqui, and dismissed him with gycat
courtesy. ,

Muley Aben Hassan shook his head when he reecived the
reply of De Vargas.  *-Alla preserve us,” said heag from any
visitation of these hard riders of Xeres! A handful of troops,
acquainted with the wild passes of thesc mountains, may
destroy an army encumbered as ours is with booty.”

It was some yelief to the King, however, to learn that the
hardy alcayde of Gibraltar'was too severely wounded to take
the field in person, Ile immediately béat a retreat with all
speed, hurrying with such precipitation, that the cavalgada
was frequently broken and scattered among the rugged defiles-
of the moantains, and above five thousand of the cattle turned
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back, and were regained by the Christians. Muley Aben,

Hassan proceeded triumphanfly with the residue to Malaga,
glorying in the spoils of the Duke of Medina Sidonia.

King Kerdinand was mortified at finding his incursion into
the vega of Granada counterbalanced By .this incursiof into
his bwn dominions, and saw that there were two gides {o the
game of war, as toall other games. *T'he only one who reaped
real glory in this serics of inroads and skirmishings was Pedro
de Vargas, the stout alcayde®of Gibraltar.*

CHAPTER XII

. .
= Tux foray of old Muley Aben Ilassan had totched the
ride ofgthe Andalusian chivalry, and jhey determined on
retalintio?. For this purpose, a number of the most distih-
guishedgeasaliers assembled at Antequera in the month of
March, 1483. The leaders of the enterprise were the gallant
Marquis of Cadiz, Don Pedro ® Henriquez, adelantado of
Andalusia, Don Juan de Silva, Count of Cifuentes, and bearer
of thé Foyal standard, who cornmanded i S&ille, Don Alonzo
d¢" Cardenas, master of the religious and military order of
Sautiago, and Don Alonzo de Aguilar.  Several other cava-
liers ot nosc hastened o take part in the enterprise, and in a
little time, about twenty-se¥en® huwdred horse and several
cowpanics of foot were assembled within the old warlike eity
of Autcquera, comprising thee very flower of Andalvgian.
chivalry. A council 8 war was held by the chiefs, to deter-
mifle in what quarter they should strikc a blow. The rival
Moorish kings were waging civil war with each etherein the
viciidity of Granada, and the whole country lay qpen to inroad,
Various plans were proposed by the differcnt cavaliers. The
Marquis of Ladiz was desirous of scalthg the walls of Zahara,
and regaining possession of that important fortress. The
master of Santiago, however, suggested a wider range, and a
still more important object. He had received information,
from his adal” les, who were apostate Moors, thgt an incursion
might be made with safety into a’mountainous region ncar
Malaga, called the Mxarquia. 1lcre were valleys of pasture-
land, well stocked with flocks and herds: and there were
JJutmerous villages and hamletg, which would be an easy prey.

. * Alonzo de Palemoia, lib. xxviii. e 3. * .
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«The city of Malaga was too weakly gurrisoned, and had too
few cavalry, to send forth apy force m opposition.  And
he added that they might extend their ravages to its very
gates, and peradventure carry that wealthy place by
suddeén assault. 'THE adventurous spirits of the cavaliers
were inflampd by this'suggestion: in their sanguine confidenee
they already beheld Malaga in their power, and they were
eager for the enterprise.  The Marquis of Cadiz endeavoured
to interpose n little cool caution™ ke likewise had apostate
adalides, the most intelligent and expericnced on the borders.
Among these, he placed cspecial reliance on one, named Luis |
Amar, who knew all the mountains and valleys of «the
country. Ie had received from him a particular account
of these ' mountains of the Axarquia®  Their savage
and broken nature was a suficient defence for t'e fiereo
people that inhabited them, who, maming their rocks and
iheir tremendous passes, which were often nothing m re than
the deep, dry bed of torrents, might sct whole armics at
defiance.  Fven if vanquished, they afforded no spoil to the
victor; their houges were Jittle better than bare walls, and
they *would drive off’ their scanty flocks and herds to the
fortresses of the mountains, The sober council of the Marquis
was overruled. ‘The cavalicrs, accustomed to mountain
rarfare, considered themselves and their horses eqaal to any
wild and rugged cxpedition, and were flushed with the idea of
a brilliang agsault upon Makiga.  Yeaving all heavy baggage
at Antequera, and all such s had horses too weak for this
mountain scramblé, they set forth, full of spirits and con-
fidence. Don Alonzo de Aguilar and the adelantado of
Andalusia }d the squadron of advance; the Count of
Cifucntes follpwed, with certain of the chivalry of Seville;
then ecame the battalion of the most valiant Roderigo Ponce
de Leon, Marquis of (fdiz; he was accompanied: by several
of his brothers and nephews, and many cavaliers who sought
distinction under his banner; and as this family band paraded
in martial state through the streets of Antequera, they attracted
universal attention and applause. The rear-guard was led by
Don Alonzo Cardepas, master of Santiago, and was composced

* Palgar, in his chronicle, yeverses the case, and makes the Marquis
of Cadiz recommend the expédition to the Axarquia; but Fray Antorio
Agapida is supported in his statemext Ty that most verscious and con-
temporary chronicler, Andres Bernaltlo, curate of Los Palacios. *
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of the knights of his order, and the gavaliers of Ecija, witly
certain men at arms of the Joly brotherhood, whom the king
had placed under his cohmand. The army was attended by
a great §rain of mules, laden with provisions for a few days’
supply, until they should be able to foyge among the Moorish
vilages. Never did a more gallant and self-confident little
army tread the earth, It wag composed of men Jull of hedlth
and vigour, to whom war was a pastime and delight. They
had spared no expense,inttheir equipments; for never was
the pomp of war carried to a higher pitch thun amgng the
proud chivalry of Spain. Cased in armour, richly inlaid and
cmbossed, deeked with rich surcoats aund waving plumes, and
superbly mounted on Aundalusian steeds, ghey pranced out of
, Antequera, with banners flying, and their various #levices and
;-n'mm'ialobearings ostentatiously displaxed ; and, in the con-
fidence Yof their hopes, promised the mhabitants to enfich
them vith the spoils of Malaga. In the rear of this warlike
pageant followed a peaceful band, intent upon profiting by
the anticipated victories. 'They were not the customary
wretches that hover about armics, to plunder and strip the
dead #but goodly and substantial fraders’ frofn Seville, Cordova,
ahd other cities of traflic.  They rode sleck mules, and were
clad in fair raiment, with long leathern plarses at their girdles,
well filled with pistoles and other golden coin.  They had
heard of the spoils wasted by the gsoldiery at the capture of
Alhama, und were provided with monies to buy up the jewels
and precious stones, the vessels of gold and silver, and thg rich
silks and cloths, that howdd fgom the plunfer of Malaga. The
proud cavalicrs eyed these sons of traffic with great disdain,
but permitted them to follow, for the convemiencs of the
troops, who might otherwise be overburdened gvith booty.

It had been 1ntended to conduct this expedition with great
celerity ang secreey ; but the noige 8f their preparations had
already réiched the oity of’ Malaga. The garrison, it is true,
was weal, bnt the commander was himself a host.  "This was
Muley Abdallah, connnonly called El Zagal, or, “ the valiant.”
He was yoy~ger brother of Muley Aben Hasgan, and general
of the few forces which remained faithful to the old monarch.
.He possessed cqual #ierceness of spirit with his brother, and
surpasced hini in craft and vigilamee. His very name was a
war cry among his soldicyy, who had the most extravagant

' opipion of his prowess, ‘
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El Zagal suspected that Malaga was the object of this
noisy cxpedition. 1le consulted with old Bexir, a veteran
Moor, who governed the city. * If this army of marauders
were to reach Malaga,” said he, “ we should hardly bg able to
keep them without,its walls, I will throw myself, with a
small force, into the:mountains, rousc the peasantry, take
possession of the passes, and endeavour to give these Spanish
cavaliers sufficient entertiimment upon the road.”

It was on @ Wednesday that the prankling army of high
mettlgd warriors issued from the ancient gates of Antequera.
They marched all day and night, making their way sceretly,
as they supposed, through the passes of the mountains. As
the tract of country they intended to maraud was far in'the
Moorish teiritories, near the coast of the Mediterrancan, they
did not arrive there upntil late in the following day.  In passing
through these stern and lofty mountains, their path was often
along the bottom of a barranco, or deep rocky valley” with a
scanty strcam dashing along it, among the loose rocks and
stones which it had broken 2nd rolled down in the time of its
autumnal violence. Sometimes their road was a mere rambla,
or dry bed of a fbrrcht, cul decp into the mountains, and
filled with their shattered fragments. These barrancas and
ramblas were overflung by immense cliffs and precipices,
forming the lurking places of ambuscades during, the wars
hetween the Moors and Spaniiirds, as in after times thcy have
become the favourite haunts of robbers to waylay.the unfor-
tunage traveller. *

As the sun went down, the cgvaliers vame to a lofty part of ,
the mountains, commanding, to their right, a distant glimp.se -
of a puit of the fair vega of Malaga, with the blue Mediter-
rancan beyond, and they hailed it with exultation as a glimpse
of the promised land.  As the night closed in, thcy reached
the chain of little valleys and hamlets, locked up gmong these
rocky heights, and known among the Moors by the name of
the Axarquia. Iere their vaunting hopes were destined to
meet with the first disappointment. The inhabitants had
heard of theiy approach; they had conveyed away their
cattle and effects, and, with their wives and children, had
taken refuge in the towers and fortressys of the mountains.
Enraged at their disappoiatment, the “troops set fire to the
deserted houses, and pressed forward, hoping for better
fortyne s they advanced. Ddn Alonzo de Aguilar, and
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the other cavalicrs in the  van-guard, spread out their «
forces, to lay waste the gountsy; capturing a fow lingering
herds of cattle, with the Moorish peasants who were driving
them to shme place of salety. While fhis marauding party
carricd fire and sword in the advance, and it up the mouutain
cliffs with the flames of the hamlets, thé master of Santiago,
who brought up the rear-guardsmaingained strict order, keep-+
ing his knights together in artial array, ready for attack or
defence should an enemye*appear.  The men-atfums of the
Holy Brotherhood attempted to roam in quest of bootya bus
*he called them back, and rebuked them severcly.

At length they came to a part of the mountain completely
broken up by barrancas and ramblas of® vast dgpth, and
“thagged with rocks and precipieces. It was impossible to
maintain dthe order of march; the horses had no room fer
action, mnd werc scarcely manageable, having to scramble
from rofk to rock, and up and down frightful declivities,
where there was searce footing fox,a mountain goat. Passing
by a burning village, the light of the flumes revealed their
perplesed situation.  The Moorsewho had gaken refuge in a
watchtower on an impending height, shouted with exultation
when they looked down upon these glistering cavaliers,
struggling and stumbling among the rocks. Sallying forth
from their® tower, they tookepogsession of the chiffs which
overhung the ravine, and hurled darts and stones upon the
enemy. It was with the utmost grief of heart, that ghe good
master of Santiago bepeld his brave men fylling like helpPess
victims around him, wifhou® the means of resistance or
revenge. The confusion of his followers was increased by the
shouts of the Moors, multiplied by the echocs of evefy crag
and cliff, as if thcy were surrounded by innwnerable focs.
Being entirely ignorant of the county, in their struggles to
extricate th®mselves they .plunged into other glens and
defiles, where they were still more cexposed to danger. In
this extrémity, the master of Santiago despatched messengers
in search of succour. The Marquis of Cadiz, like a loyal
companion i ‘arms, hastened to his aid wish his cavalry.
His approach checkgd the assaults of the enemy; and the
haster was at length cnabled to extricate his troops from the
defile. In the meantime, Don Altmzo de Aguilar and his
scompanions, in their eager atlvance, had likewise got entangled
in deep glens, and dry beds of torrents, where they Bad Heen
- L] E 2
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scvercly galled by-the insulting attacks of a handful of
Moorish peasants, posted ondhe impending precipices. The
proud spirit of De Aguilar was incensed at having the game
of war thus turned upon him, and his gallant forces dominecred
over, by mountain® boors, whom he had thought to drive, like
their ownseattle, to Antpquera.  Hearing, however, that the
* Marquis of Cadiz and ¢he master of Santiago were engaged
with the enemy, he disregarded his own danger, and calling
together his troops, returned to ussist them, or rather, to
«partke of their perils, Being once more asscmbled together,
the cavaliers held a hasty council, amidst the hurling of stoncs
and whistling of arrows; and their resolves were guickened
by the sight, frofa time to time, of some gallant compauion in
arms laid low. They determined, that there was no spoil in °
this part of the country to repay the extraordinary peril ; and
that it was better to abandon the herds they had already
taken, which only embarrassed their march, and Jo retreat
with all speed to less dangerous ground.

The adalides or guides were ordered to lead the way out of
this place of camnage. These, thinking to conduct them by
the most sccure route, led them by a steep and rocky pass,
difficult to the foat soldiers, but almost impracticable to the
cavalry. It was overhung with precipices, whence showers of
stones and arrows were porired upon them, accdinpanied by
savage yclls, which appalled the stoutest heart. In some
places ihey could pass but onc ata time, and were often trans-
pikreed, horse and rider, by the Moorish darts ; the progress
of their comrades impeded by their dying struggles. The
swrrounding preeipices were lit up by a thousand alarm fires,
‘and every crag and cliff had its flames, by the light of which
they beheid vheir foes bounding from rock to rock, and lookmng
more like fiends than mortal men.  Kither through terror and
confusion, or through réal ignorance of the tuuntry, their

guides, instead of conducting them out of the mountains, led
them deeper into their fatal recesses.  The morning dawned
upon' them in a narrow rambla, its bottom filled with broken
rocks, wheré once had raved along the mountain torrent,
while above them beetled huge arid cliffs, over the brows of
which they beheld the turbaned heads of their fierce and ex-
ulting foes. What a dilferent appearance did the unfortupate
cavaliers present, from the gallant band that marched so
vauntingly out of Antequera © Covered with dust and blood
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and wounds, and haggard with fatigue and horror, they looked
like vietims rather than warsiors. Many of their banners

were lost, und not a trumpet wis heard, to rally their sinking
spirits. Jlic men turned with imploring eyes to their com-

manders, while the hearts of the cavaliew were ready to burst

with rage and gricf, at the merciless havoc made among their
faithful followers. . ° .

Al day they made ineffectual attémpts te extricate them-
sclves from the mountains. <Columns of smoke rgse from the
heights where, in the preceding night, had blazed the alarm
fire. 'The mountaineers assembled from every dircction # they”
swarmedat every pass, getting in the advance of the Christians,
and garrisoning the cliffs like o many towerg and battlements.
_ Night closed again upon the Christians, when they were
shut up in a narrow valley. traversed by a deep stream, and
surroundeil by precipices that scemed to reach the skies, add
on whiclPthe alarm fires blazed and flared.  Suddenly a new
‘¢ry was heard resounding along the valley. Kl Zagal! El
Zagal ! cchoed from cliff to chiff. o “ What cry is that ?” said
the master of Santiago.  “ It is the war ery of El Zagal, the
Moorish general,” said an old Clstiliasf soMlicr: he must be
corfling in person with the troops of Malaga.”

The worthy master turned to his knights: ¢ Let us die,”
said he, “making a road with our hearts, since we cannot
with our swords. Let us séhle*the, mountain, and sell our
lives dearly, instead of staying here to be tamely butchered.”

So saying, lic turned his steqd against the mounthin, gnd
spurred him up its flinty gide., Horse and- foot followed his
example; cager, if they couldnot escape, to have at least a dying
blow at the enemy.  As they struggled up the heights a tre-
mendous storm of darts and stones was showered upon them
by the Moors. Sometimes a fragment of rock came bounding
and thunderigg down, ploughing ity ®ay through the centre
of their host. The foot soldiers, faint with weariness and
hunger, qr erippled by wounds, held by the tails and manes of
the horses, to aid them in their ascent, while the horses,
losing their footing among the loosc stones, or geceiving some
sudden wound. ¢umnbled down the stecep deelivity, steed, rider,
apd soldier rolling frem crag to crag, until’they were dashed
to. picces in the valley. In this desperate struggle, the alferez,
or standard-bearer of the master, with his ‘standard, was lost,
“ss werc many of his relationg and his dearest friends. ,At
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length he succeeded in attaining the crest of the mountain,
but it was only to bé plunged in new difficulties. A wilder-
ness of rocks and rugged dells lay before him, besct by eruel
foes. Having neither banner nor trumpet, by which to rally
his txpops, they wandered apart, each intent upon saving him-
sclf from the precipices of the mountains and the darts of the
cgemy. When the pious master of Santiago beheld the scat-
tered fragments of his late galtant force, he could not restrain
his grief. “ O God!" exclaimed he, ““great is thine anger
this day against thy servants! 'Thou hast converted the
eowaidice of these mnfidels into desperate valour, and hast
made peasants and boors victorious over armed men of battle I
He would fain have kept with his foot soldiers, and, gather-
ing them fogether, have made head against the enemy ; but
those around him cntreated him to think only of his personal
safety. 'To remain, was to perish without striking avblow ; t6
escape, was to preserve a life, that might be devoted to venge-
ance on the Moors.  The master reluctantly yiclded‘to their
advice. ** O Lord of Hosts!” exclaimed be again, * from thy
wrath do I fly, not from these infidels: they are but instru.
ments in thy hands tc chastise us for our sins I So saying,
he sent the guides in advance, and, putting spurs to his hose,
dashed through a dfile of the mountains, before the Moors
could intercept him. The moment the master put his horse
to speed, his troops secatteredsin all directions. Some endea-
deavoured to follow his traces, but were confounded among
the intrinacics of the mountain. They fled hither and thither;
many perishing among the precipices, others being slain by
the Moors, and others taken prisoners. -
The gallant Marquis of Cadiz, guided by his trusty adalid,
Luis Amar, had ascended a different part of the mountain.
IIe was followed by his friend, Don Alonzo de Aguilar, the
adelantado, and the Coynt of Cifuentes ; but, in the darkness
and confusion, the bands of these commanders bevone sepa-
rated from cach other. When the marquis attained the
summit, he looked around for his companions in arms; but
they were no longer following him, and there was no trumpcet
to summon théa. 1t was.a consolation to the marquis, how=
ever, that his brothers, and several of his relations, with a
number of his retainers, were still with him. He called his
brothers by name, and their replies gave comfort to his heart.
His guide now led the way into another valley, where ho-
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would be less expased 1o danger. When he had reached the
bottom of it, the murquis paused, to collect his scattered fol-
lowers, and to give time for his fellow commanders to rejoin
him. IHere he was suddenly assailed by the troops of El
Zagal, aided by the mountaincers from the cliffs. The Ghris-
tians, cxhausted and terrified, lost all presence of mind ; most
of them fled, and were cither slair or taken caftive. Tho
marquis and his valiant broth®re, with a few tried friends,
made a stout resistance. Tis horse was killed under him ;
his brothers, Don Diego ahd Don Lope, with his to nephews,
. Don Lorenzo and Don Manucl, were, one by one, swep€fron?
his side ; either transfixed with darts and lances by the soldiers
of El Zagal, or crushed by stones from the heights. The
marquis was a veteran warrior, and had beer in many a bloody
" battle, but never before had death fallen so thick and close
aYound Rim, When he saw his remalning brother, Den
Beltrampsiruck out of his saddle by a fragment of a rock, and
his hors® running wildly about without his rider, he gave aery
of anguish, and stood bewildered and aghast. A few faithful
followers surrounded him, and entreated him to fly for his life.
He woald still have remained, tovhave shared the fortunes of
his«friend, Don Alonzo de Aguilar, and his other companions
in arms ; but the forces of El Zagul were between him and
them, aud death was whistling by on cvery wind. Relue-
tantly, thérefore, he conscnted éo fly. Another horse was
brought him : his faithful adalid glided him by onc of the
steepest paths, which lasted for Jour leagues; the erfmy still
hanging on his traces, and thinning the scanty ranks of” his
followers. At length the marquis reached the extremity of
the mountain defiles, and, with a haggard remnant of ljs men,
escaped by dint of hoof to Antequera.

The Count of Cifuentes, with a few of his r8tainers, in at-
tempting to follow the Marquis of (adiz, wandered into a
narrow pnss. where they were completely surrounded by the
band of El Zagal. Finding all attempt at escape impossible,
and resistance vain, the worthy count surrcndered himself
prisoner, as d.ig also his brother, Don Pedro de Silva, and the
few of his retwiners who survived. . .

The dawn of day found Don Alonzo de Aguilar, with a
Kandful of his adherents, still amopg the mountains. They
had attempted to follow the Marquig of Cadiz, but had becn

e obliged to pause and defendstlteselves against the thicker.\ing
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Jorces of the enemy. They at length traversed the mountain,
and reached the same valley where the marquis had made his
last disastrous stand. Wearied and perplexed, they sheltered
themselves in a mnataral grotto, under an overhanging rock,
which® kept off the darts of the enemy ; while a bubbling
fountain gaye them the means of slaking their raging thirst,
and refresling their exhiusted steeds.  As day broke, the
scene of slaughter unfoldéd 5 horrors.  There lay the noble
brothers and ,nephews of the galldnt marquis, transfixed with
darts, or gashed and bruised with unseemly wounds ; while
many “other gallant cavalicrs were stretched out dead and
dying around. some of them partly stripped and plundered by
the Moors. De Aguilar was a pious knight, but his piety wus
not humble and resigned, like that of the worthy master of
Santiago. Ic impreeated holy curses upon the infidels, for
haVing thus laid low the flower of Christian chivalry, and he
vowed in his heart bitter vengeance upon the surr{unding
country. By degrees the little force of De Aguilar was ang-
mented by numbers of fugitives, who issued from caves and
chasms, where the‘y had taken refuge in the night. A little
band of mounted Knights was gradually formed, and the*Moors
having abandoned the heights to collect the spoils of the slain,
this gallant but forforn squardon was cnabled to retreat to
Antequera. - .

This disastrous affair 14stc from Thursday cvening,
throughout Friday, the twenty-first of March, the festival of
St. Renedict. It'is still recorled in Spanish calendars as the
defeat of the mountains of Malaga; antl the place where the
greatest slaughter took place is pointed out to the present
day, and is called Za cuesta de lamalanza, or “the hill of the
massacre.””  The principal leaders who survived returned to
Antequera; many of the knights took refuge in Albama, and
others wandercd about“the mountains for eight days, living
on roots and herbs, hiding themselves during the day, and
roaming forth at night. So cnfeebled and disheartened were
they, that they offered no resistance if attacked. 'Three or
four soldiers wenld surrender to a Moorish peasant, and even
the women of Malaga sallicd forth and made prisoners.
Some were thrown into the dungeons™ of frontier towns:
others led captive to Grpuada: but by far the gregter num-
ber were condueted to Malagn, the city they had threatengd
to attack. 'I'wo hundred and aity principal cavalicrs, al-
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caydes, commanders, and hidalgos, of generous blood, were
confined in the alcazaba or citmdel of Malagy, to await their ®
ransom; and five hundred and keventy of the common soldiery
were crogvded in an enclosive or courl-yard of the alcazaba,
to be sold as slaves.® . .

Great spoils were collected of splendid Armour and weapons
taken from the slain, or thrown @way by the tavaliers dn
their flight: and many horses, “mefinificently ecomparisoned,
together with numerous standards; all which were paradec
in triumph into the Moorish towns.

The merchants, also, who had come with the army, #itend™
ing, to traffic in the spoils of the Moors, were themselves
made objects of traffic. Several of themy were driven like
cattle before the Moorish viragos to the market of Malaga,
and, in spite of all their adroitnesy in trade, and their attempts
to. buy themselves off at a cheap ransom, they were unable to
purchas® their freedom without such draughts upon their

money bags at home, as drained them to the very bottom.
L]

CIIAPTER XIIL

"T'nE people of Antequera had scarcely recovered from the
tumult of excitement and admiration, cauted by the departurc
of the gallant band of cavaliers upon their foray, when they
behold the scattered wreeks® figing, for refuge to their walls.
Day after day, and hour after hour, brought some wretched
fugitive in whose battered plight, and haggard, $vobegone
demeanour, it was alfnost impossible to recoguise the warrior,
whom they had lately seen to issuc so gaily and gloriously
from their gates. . e

The arrival of the Marquis of Cadiz, almost alone, covered
with dust and blood, his armour shattered and defaced, his
countenancs the picture of desppir® filled every heart with
sorrow ; “for he was greatly beﬁ)vcd by the people. The
multitude asked, where was the band of brothers, that rallicd
Tound him as he went forth to the ficld; and when they
heard, that they had, one by one, been slaughtered at his side,
they -hushed their voices, or spoke 1o each other only, in
swhispers as he patsed, gazing at him In silent sympathy.
No onc attempted to console him #n so gréat an affliction, nor
did the good marquis speak ever a word, but- shutting him-

. . Curuu&b los Palacios.
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self up, brooded in lpnely anguish over his misfortune. It
‘was only the arrival of Don Alonzo de Aguilar that gave him
a gleam of consolation ; for, amidsttthe shafts of death that
had fallen so thickly among his family, he rcjoiced .that his
chosen, friend and brotker in arms had ccaped uninjured.

For several days cyerv eye was turned, in an agony- of
suspense, towards the Moorish border, anxiously looking, in
cvery fugitive from the murwidins, for the lineaments of some
friend or relation, whose fate was-yet a mystery. At length
all doubt subsided into certainty ; the whole extent of this
great &:lumity was known, spreading grief and consternation
throughout the larid, and laying desolate the pride and hopes
of pulaces. It wasa sorrow, that visited the marble hall and
silken pillow. Statcly dames mourned over the loss of their
sons, the joy and glory of their age; and many a fair cheek,
wae blanchied with wo, that had lately mantled with secret
admiration. ** All Andalusia ;" says an historian of fpe day,
*“was overwhelmed by a great affliction ; there was no drying
of the eyes which wept in hex. "

Fear and trembling reigned for a while along the frontier.
Their spear seemeld bnoken; their buckler cleft in tivain.
Every border town dreaded an attack, and the mother caught
her infant to her bosom, when the watch-dog howled in the
night, faneying it the war cry of the Moor. All for a time
appearcd lost, and despondercy'cven found its way to the
royal breast of Ferdinand and Isabella, amid the splendours
of their court. N

Grtat, on the other hand, was thejoy*of the Moors, when
they saw whole legions of Christian warriors brought captive
into theiy towns, by rude mountain pesantry. They thought
it the work of Allah in favour of the faithful. But when they
recognised, améng the captives thus dejected and. broken
down, several of the preudest of Christian chivalry; when
they saw severul of the banuers and devices of the' noblest
houses of Spain, which they had been accustomed to behold
in the foremost of the battle, now trailed ignominiously
through their streets; when, in short, they witnessed the
arrival of the Colint of Cifuentes, the royal standard-bearer of
Spain, with his gallant brother, Don Petre de Silva, brought
prisoncrs into the gates of Giranada, there were no bounds to-
their exulietion. They thought, that the days of their ancient

* Cura de los Billacios.
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glory were about to return, and that they were to renew their
career of triumph over the unhelievers. :
The Christian historians of the time are sorely perplexed to
account fpr this misforture; and why so many Christian
knights, fishting in the cause of the holy faith, should ghus,
miraculously as it were, be given captive to a handful of
infidel boors; for we arc assurcd, that all this rou? and des-
truction was cffected by five hufilsad-foot and fifty horse, and
these mere 1ountaincers, without science or discipline.*®
«¢ It was intended,” obscr¥es one historiographer, % as a lesson
. to their confidence and vain glory; overrating theireowns
prowess, and thinking. that so chosen a band of chivalry had
but to appear in the land of the enemy, and conquer. It was
, to teach them, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle
to the strong, but that God alone giveth the victory.”
* The worthy father Fray Antonio Agapila, however, assents
it to be @ punishment for the avarice of the Spanish warriors.
¢ They did not cnter the kingdom of the infidels with the pure
spirit of Christian knights, zcalows ouly for the glory of the
faith ; but rather as greedy men of trade, to enrich themsclves
by verxding the spoils of the infxlels. «Inséead of preparing
thémsclves by confession and communion, and executing their
testaments, and making donations to chuyches and convents,
they thought only of arranging burgains and sales of their
anticipated booty. Instead ef taking with them holy monks,
10 aid them with their prayers, they®were followed by a train
of worldlings, to keep alive theyr secular and sordid ideas, and
to turn what ought to be Joly triumphs into scencs of brawling
traffic.”” Such is the opinion of the excellent Agapida, in
which he is joined by that most worthy and upright of
chroniclers, the curatc of Los Palacios. Agapida comforts
himsclf, however, with the reflection, that thigvisitation was
meant in’ merey, to try the Castiliap heart, and to extract
from its .present humiliatien the ¢lements of future success,
as gold is extracted from amidst the impurities of carth;
and in this reflection he is supported by the vencrable his~
torian, Pedro Abarca, of the socicty of Jesuits.}

* Cura de Tos Palacios. .
+ Abarca, An%les de Aragon, Rey 30. cap. 2. sect. 7.
e
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‘CHAPTER XIV.

Tie defeat of the Christian"cavaliers among the mountains
of Malaga, and the successful inrowd of Muley Abea Hassan
into the lands of Medna Sidonia, had produced a favourable
cftect on the fortubes of the old monarch. The inconstant
pepulace bdgan to shoutforth his name in the streets, and to
sncer at the inactivity of t#=56n, Boabdil el Chico. The latter,
though in the flower of his age,and distinguished for vigour
and dexterity in jousts and tournaments, had never yet fleshed
his weapon 1n the ficld of battle; and it was murniured. that
he preferred the silken repose of the cool halls of the Alham-
bra, to the fatigue and danger of the foray, and the hard
encampments of the mountains.

The popularity of these rival kings depended upon their
guecess against the Christians ; and Boabdil el Chico found it
necessary to strike some signal blow, to counterbaliface ‘the
late triumph of his father. e was further incited by the
ficree old Moor, his father-iu-law, Ali Atar, alcayde of Loxa,
with whom the coals of wrath against the Christians still
burned amongst the ashes of age, and had lately been ‘bloyn
into a flame by the attack made by Ferdinand on the eity
under his command” :

Ali Atar informed Boabdil, that the lale discomfibure of the
Christian knights had strjpped Ahdalusia of the prime of her
chivalry, and broken the spirit of the country. All the
fronticr & Cordova and Ticijq now lay open to inroad; but
he specially pointed out the city of duutena as an object of
attack ; being feebly garrisoned, and lying in a country rith
in pasturage, abounding in cattle and grain, in oil and wine.
The fiery «1d Moor spoke from thorough information; for he
had made man§ an incursion into those parts, and his very
name was a terror throughout the country. It kad become
a bye-word in the garrison of Loxd, to call Lucena the garden
of Ali Atar; for he was accustomed to forage its fertile ter-
ritories for all his supplics.

Boabdil el Chico histened to the persuasions of this veteran
of the borders. * 1T assembled a force of nine thousand foot
and seven hundredhorse, most of them+his own adherents,
but many the partisans of his father: for both factions, how-
ever they might fight among themselves, were ready to unite

_in any expedition against the Chiftians. Many of the most
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illustrious and valiant of the Moorish nobility assembled
around his standard, magn#icently arrayed, in sumptuous’
armour and rich embroiflery, as though they were going to a
festival,eor a tilt of rceds, rather than an enterprise of iron
war. Boubdil's mother, the sultana Ayxa la Iorra, armed
hirh for the ficld, and gave him her benedicetion as she girded
his cimeter to his side. His favéurite wife Morayma wopt,
as she thought of the evils thar ight befall him. “Why
dost thou weep, daughtgr of Ali Atar?” said the high-minded
Ayxa; “these tears become not the daughter of a warrior,
nor the wife of a king.  Believe me, there lurks morcfdangfr
for, s monarch within the strong walls of a palace, than within
the frail curtains of a tent. It is Dby pezils in the ficld, that
thy husband must purchase sceurity on his throne:”

« But Morayma still hung upon his ne¢k with tears and sad
forhodings; and when he departed from the Alhambra, *she
betook€herself to her mirador, which looks out over the vega;
whence she watched the army, as it passed in shining order
along the road that leads to ®Loxa: and every burst of
warlike melody that came swelling on the breeze was answered
by & fush of sorrow. ve

As the royal cavaleade issued from the palace, and descended
through the streets of Granada, the populace greeted their
youthful&sovercign with shouts, and anticipated success that
should wither the laurels of his fyther. In passing through
the gate of Elvira, however, the king accidentally broke his
lance agninst the arch. At tMs, certain of his noiles tgurned
pale, and cntreated 8f Tim a0t to proceed, for they regarded
it as an evil omen. Ioabdil scofled at their fears, for he
considered them mere idle fancies; or rather, says Fray
Antonio Agapida, he was an incredulous pagan, puffed up
with coufidence and vain glory. Ile refused to take another
spear, butedrew forth his cimeferf and led the way (adds
Agapidd) in an arrogant and haughty style, as though he
would set both heaven and carth at defiance. Another evil
omen was sent, to deter him from his enterprise.  Arriving
at the rambla or dry ravine of Beyro, which is scarccly a
bowsliot from the eity, a fox ran throggh the whole army,

«afid close by the p@son of the king, and] though a thousand
-m_lts were discharged at it, escaped uninjured to the moun-

aine, The principal courtiers about Boabdil now reiterated
their remonstrances againdt proceeding; for theys considered
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these occurrences as wmysterious portents of disasters to their
army. The king, however, was not to be dismayed, but con-
tinued to march forward.®

At Loxa the royal army was reinforced by old Ali Atar,
with ¢he chosen horsémen of his garrison, and many of the
bravest warriors of the border towns. The people of Loxa
shouted with exultation, When they beheld ALl Atar armed at
all points, and once moﬁ&mmted on his Barbary steed,
which had often borne him overthe borders. The veteran
warrior, with nearly a century of ycars upon his head, had
all the firc and animation of a youth at the prospeet of a
foray, and carccred from rank to rank with the velocity of an
Arab of the desert. The populace watched the army as it
paraded over the bridge, and wound into the passes of the
mountains; and stil] their cyes were fixed upon the pennon
of *Ali Atar, as if it bore with it an assurance of vicjory.

The Moorish army entered the Christian frontier by forced
marches, hastily ravaging the country, driving off the flocks
and herds, and making cabptives of the inhabitants. They
pressed on furiously, and made the latter part of their march
in the night, that they might clude obscrvation, and come
upon Lucena by surprise. Boabdil was incxperienced in the
art of war; but he had a veteran counsellor in his old father-
in-law : for Ali Atar knew cvery secret of the coudltry; and
as he prowled through it, his cfe ringed over the land, uniting,
in its glare, the craft of the fox, with the sanguinary ferocity
of the wilf. e had flattered himself, that their march had
been 8o rapid, as to outstrip in‘clligente, and that Lucena
would be an easy capturc; when, suddenly, he beheld alarm
fires blaging -upon the mountains. “We are discovered,”
said he to Bog‘bdil el Chico; “The country will be up in
arms. We have nothing left, but to strike boldly for Lucena;
it is but slightly garrisontd, and we may carry isby assault,
before it can receive assistance.” The king approved of his
council, and they marched rapidly for the gate of Lucena.

‘CHAPTER XV.

Dox Dikeo m:"(lom)ovz\, Count of ‘Cabra, was in the
castle of Vacna, which, with the town of the sama name, ig
situated on a lofty sunburnt hjill, on the fronticr of the

¢ ® Marmol, Rebel. de los Morél, Lib. i. c. 12. fol. 14, .



sALLY OF THE COUNC DE CABRA. 63

kingdom, of Cordova, and but a few leagues from Lucena.

The range of mountains from Ilorquera lie between them. ®

The castle of Vacna was strtng, and well furnished with
arms; agd the Count had a numcrous band of vassals and
retainers: for it behoved the noblemen of the frontiers in
those times to be well prepared, with. mhan and horse, with
lance and buckler, to resist the sudden incursfons of the
Moors. The Count of Cabra war 2 hardy and experienced
warrior ; shrewd in councily prompt in action, rapid and fear-
less in the field. e was one of the bravest cavaliers for an
inroad, and had been quickened and sharpened in thougit and
action by living on the borders.

On the night of the 20th of April, 1483, the Count was
about to retire 1o rest, when the watchm@in fromgthe turret
brought him word, that there were alarm fires on the moun-
tains of Iorquera, and that they were’ made on the sighal
tower, gverhanging the defile, through which the road passes
to Cabra and Lucena.

The count ascended the battlements, and beheld five lights
blazing on the tower; a sign that there was a Moorish army
attaelsing some place on the frdnticr.e The Count instantly
ordered the alarm-bells to be sounded, and despatched couriers
to rouse the commanders of the neighbouring towns. 1le
ordered gll his retainers to prepare for action, and sent a
trumpet through the town,%ummoning the men to assemble
at lt?e castle gate at daybreak, armed and equipped for the
field. .
Thronghout the ncmyindqr‘ of the night, the castle® re-
sounded with the din of preparation. Ivery house in the
town was in cqual bustle; for in these frontier towps every
house had its warrior, and the lance and buckler were ever
hanging against the wall, ready to be snafthed down for
instant servige. Nothing was heard but the noise of armourers,
the shoeing of steeds, antl furbishing of weapons, and all
night long the alarm fires kept blazing on the monntain.

‘When the morning dawned, the Count of Cabra sallied
forth, at the head of two hundred and fifty cavalicrs, of the
best families of Vacna ; all well appointed, edbreised in arms,
apd experienced in ¢he warfure of the borders. There were,
Xs:ides, twelve hundred foot solgiers; 4l brave and well

soncd men of the same town, The Count ordered them to

' hasten Jforward, whoever coidd make most speed, fpking the
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road to Cabra, whicly was three leagues distant. That they

" might not loiter on the road, he allowed none of them to
break their fast, until they arvivedt at that place. The pro-
vident Count despatched cowiers in ddvance ; and; the little
army, on reaching Cabra, found tables spread with food and
refreshments at the -gates of the town.  There ihey were
Jjoined by Don Alonzo de Cordova, senior of Zuhoros.

Taving made a hewre=tTpast, they were on the point of
resuming their march, when the Count disecovered, that, in
the hurry of his departure from home, he had forgotten to
“bring the standard of Vacna, which, for upwards of cighty
years, had always been borne to battle by lus family. It was
now noon, and there was not time to return. He fook,
therefore,. the standard ol Cabra, the device of which isa
goat, and which had not been seen in the wars for the lagt
hilf century.  When about to depart, a courier came gallop-
ing at full speed, bringing missives to the Count.from his
nephew, Don Diego Hernandez de Cordova, senior of Lucena,
and alcayde de los Donzeles, entreating him to hasten to his
aid, as his town was beset by the Moorish king, Beabdil el
Chico, with a powertul arnly, who were actually sctthg fire
to the gates. ot

The Count put his little .army instantly in movemens for
Lucena, which is ouly one league from Cabra. 2 was fired
with the idea of having the Moofish king in person to contend
with. By the time he rcached Lucena, the Moors had
desj'sted"from the attack, andwere ravaging the surrounding
country. He cntered the town with u few of his cavaliers,
and was received with joy by his nephew, whose whole force
consisted but of eighty horse and three hundred foot. Don
Diego Henandez de Cordova was a young man ; yet he was
a prudent, carcful, and capable officer. Having learned, the
evening before, that the Moors had passed the, fronticrs, he
had gathered within his walls 4ll the women and children
from the environs; had armed ihe men, sent couriers in all
directions for succour, and had lighted alarm-fires on the
mountains. ,

Boabdil had arrived with his army at daybreak, and had
sent in 2 message, threatening to put the garrison to-the
sword, if the placc were not instantly surrendered. Thae
messenger was a Moor of Granada, named Hamet, whom
Don Diego” hud foumnerly kno¥n. 1le contrived to amuse
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him with negociation, 1o gain time for suceonr to arrive. The,
ficree old Ali Atar, losing all ®paticnce. had made an assault
upon the town, and stornfed like a fury at the gate; but had
been repulsed. Another and more serious attuek was expected
in the course of the night. .. .

When the Count de Cabra had heard this acepunt of the
situation of aftuirs, h~ turned to his nephew, with his ushal
alacrity of manner, and proposed that they should immediately
sally forth in quest of the cnemy. 'The prudent Don Diego
remonstrated at the rashness of attacking so great g, force
with a mere handful of men.  “ Nephew,” «aid the count.
“] eame from Vacna with a determination to fight this
Moorish king. and T will not be disappeinted.”

“ At any rate.,” rveplied Don Diego. **let us wiit but two
hours, and we shall hive reinforcements, which have bgen
promised me from Rambla, Santaclla, Montilla, and other
places 1 the neighbourhood.” - If we wait, these,” said the
hardy count, *the Moors will e, off, and all our trouble will
have been in vain.  You may await them, if you please: I
am resplved on fighting.” . e o

The count paused not for a reply; but. in his prompt and
rap;'pl manner, sallicd forth to his men. «The young aleayde
de los Donzeles, through more prudent than his ardent uncle,
was equally brave. lle determjued to stand by him in his
rash enterprisc; and swmmoning *his little force, marched
forth, to join the count, who wys already on the alest.  They
then proceeded together in qyest of the cnemy. *

The Moorish army had ccased ravaging the country, and
were not to be scen, the neighbourhood being hylly, and
broken with decp ravines. The count despatched six scouts
on borscback, to reconnoitre, ordering them to®eturn with all
speed when they should have discovgred the enemy, and by
no means to cngage in skirmishiug with stragglers. The
scouts, ascending a high hill, beheld the Moorish army in a
valley behind it the cavalry ranged in five battalions, keep-
ing guard, while the foot soldicrs were, seated on the grass,
making a repust. They returned Mumediatel) with the intel-

ligence. . ‘

g%lm count now ordered the troaps to mlarch in the direc-
tion of the encmy. Ile and his nephew ascended the hill,
*and saw, that the five battalidns of Moorish cavalry had been .
formed 14t two ; one of about nine hundred lances, the other
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of about six hundred. ,The whole force scemed prepared to
march for the frontier. The fsot soldiers were already in
motion, with many prisoners, ahd agreat train of mules and
‘beasts of burden, laden with booty. At a distance wys Boab-
dil ¢l €hico. They eduld not distinguish his person ; but
they knew him by his superh white charger, magnificently
caparisoned; and by his “being surrounded by a numerous
guard, sumptuously armc® and attired.  Old Ali Atar was
carcering about the valley with Itis nsual impatience, hurry-
ing the march of the loitering troops.

The ¢ves of the Count de Cabra glistened with cager joy,
as he beheld the royal prize within his reach.  The immense
disparity of their fonees never entered into his mind.  « By
Santiago ! said he to his nephew, as they hastened down
the Lill, * had we waited for more forces, the Moorish king
and his army would have escaped us!”

The count now harangued his men, to inspirit the® to this
hazardous encomnter.  lie told them not to be dismayed at
the number ot the Moors s for God often permitted the few to
conquer the many; and be hed gieat confidence, that. thvough
the divine aid. they were that day to achieve a signal victory,
which =hould win then beth riches and renown.  ITe com-
manded, that no man should hurl his lance at the enciny,
but shonld keep it in his hands. and strike as many blows
with it as& he conld. Ilc warned them. also, never to shout,
cxcept whken the Moors did; for when both armices shouted
togetier, there was no pereéeiving which made the most
noise. aud was the strongest. e desired his uncle, Lope, de
Mendozq, and Dicgo Cabrera, aleayde of Meniea, to alight,
and enter on foot, in the battalion of infantry, to animate
them to the eémbat.  Ile appointed, also, the aleayde of
Vaena, and Diego de Clavijo, a cavalier of his houschold, to
remain in the 1ear. and noi to permit any one to lag behind,
cither to despoil the dead, or for any other purpoese.

Such were the orders given by this most adroit. active, and
intrepid cavalier to his little army ; supplying. by admirable
sagacity and sulle mavagement, the want of a more numerous
force. His orders: being given, and allarrangements made,
he threw aside his‘lance, drew his sword, and commundedikh_.'s
stundard to be advanced against the encmy. .
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CHAT'BER XVL

Tnr Moorish king hall descricd the Spanish forces at a
distance. lthough a slight fog prevented his seeing them dis-
tinetly. and ascertaining their numbers.. His old fatfier-in-
Iaw.” Ali Atar, was by his side, who, being a veteran marauder,
was well acquainted with all the standards and armorial bear-
ings of the frontiers.  Whey the king beheld the ancient and
long disused banner of *Cabra cmerging from %he mist, he
turned to All Atar, and demanded whose ensign it wase The
old borderer was for once at a loss; for the banner had not
beere displayed in battle in his time.

 Sire,” veplied he, after a pause, * I hase been considering
that standard, but do not hunow it. It appears to be a dog,
which is a deviee borne by the towns of Baeza and Ubcda.
If it be sp, all Andalusia 15 in movement aguinst you; for it
is not probable, that any single commander or community
would veuture to attack you. 1 would adv.s: you, thercfore,
to retive.”

The ¢lount of Cabra, in winding dowm the hill towards the
Moots. found himself on a much lower station than the enemy:

lie therefore ovdered in all haste, that hisestandard should be
taken back, so as to gain the vantage ground. The Moors,
mistaking this for a retreat, ushed Jmpetuously towards the
Christians.  The latter, having gained the height proposed,
charged down upon them at 111:\'.1111(: mowment, with the batle-
cry of > Suntiago!” and, detLiyg the first biows, laid many of
the Moorish eavaliers in the dust.

The Moors, thus checked in their tumultuous assaudt, were
thrown into confusion, and began to give way. the Christiang
foliowing hard upon them.  Boabdil ¢l Chico Sdeavoured to
rally them.” + Hold ! hold! for shynte!™ cried he: *let us
not Hly, at -least until we kndw our enemy!” The Moorish
chivalry were stung by this reproof. and turned to muke front,
with the valour of men, who fecl that they are fighting under
their monareh’s eye. e o

At this moment, Lorenzo de Porres. aleayde of Luque,
arrived with fifty horSe and one hnudred Yoot, sounding an
Itus}':m trumpet from among a copse*qf onk trees, which enn-
c'c:.lcd his force.  The quick egr of old Ali Atar caught the
note., *That is an Italian trampet,” said he to the king;
“the whofe 3"01'1(1 seems in arms against yqur myjesty!”

* . oF 2
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‘The trumpet of Lorenzo de Porres was answered by that of
the :Count' de Cabra in another"direction ; and it seemed to
_the Moors as if they were between tio armics. Don Lorenzo,
sallying' from among the oaks, now charged upon the cnemy.
The latter did not wait to ascertain the force of thisnew foe.
The confusion, the varicty, of alarms, the attacks from opposite
quarters, the obscurity of the fog, all conspired v deceive
them as to the number of their adversaries. Broken and dis-
mayed, they ‘ctreated fighting ; and®nothing but the presence
snd remonstrances of the king prevented their retrcat from
becoming a headlong flight. : - .
This skirmishing retreat lasted for about three lcagucs.
Many were the acts of individual prowess bétween Chyistiah
and Moorish knights ; and the way was strewed by the flower
of ¢he king's guards, and of his royal houschold. At length
they camc to the rivulet of Mingonzalez, the verdant banks of
which were covered with willows and tamarisks. It was
swollen by recent rain, and vas now adeep and turbid torrent.
Here the kihg made a-courageous stand, with a small body
of eavalry, while his Haggage crossed tho stream. None but
the choicest and most loyal of his guards stood by.their
monarch in this bour of extremity. The foot soldiers took to
flight the moment they passed the ford ; many of the horsemen,
‘partaking of the general pamice, ave reins to their steeds, and
‘gcoured for the frontier. The little host of devoted cavaliers
now serticd their forces in fr'nt of their monarch, to protect
his retreat. They fought hand to hand with the Christian
warriors; disdaining to yicld, or to ask for quarter. .The
‘ground- was covered with the dead and dying. 'The king,
baving retreated along the river banks. and gained some dis-
tanee from the scene of eombat, lopked back, and 'saw the
loyal band at length give way. They crossed.the ford, fol-
Towed pell mell by the encmy, and several of them were
struck down into the stream. i -
- The king now dismounted from his white charger; whose
colour and rich caparison made him too . conspicuous, and
endeavoured to conccal himself among the thickets  which
fringed the river.,, A soldier of Lucens, named Martin Hur-
tado, discovered him, and attadked him ‘with a pike. The
king defended himself with cimeter and target, until another
poldicr assailed him, and he saw a third approaching. Por-
c:iving that further resistance would be vain, ht drew back.
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and called upon them to desist, offering them a noble ransom,
One of the soldiers rushed fortyard to scizo him; but the king
struck him to the earth with a blow of his cimeter.

Don Diego Fernandez de Cordova coming up at this mo.
ment, the men said to him; “ Sefior, here is a Moor that we
have taken, who scems to be a man of rank, and offers a large
ransom.”’ '

“Slaves!” exclaimed King Boabdil, * you have not taken
me. I surrender to this‘cavalier.” ’ .

Don Diego reccived him with knightly courtesy. Ihe por
ceived him to be a person of high rank; but the king cen.
cealed his quality, and gave himsclf out as the son of Aben
Aleyzer, a nobleman of the royal household.* Don Diego
gave him in charge of five soldicrs, to conduct *him to the
castle of Lucena; then puiting spurs to his horse, he has-
tened togrejoin the Count de Cabra, who was in hot pursuit of
the enemy. He overtook him at a stream called Riancal,
and they continued to press on the skirts of the flying army
during the remainder of the day. The pursuit was almost as
hazardeus as the battle; for had the cnemy at any time reco- -
verod from their panic, they might, by a sudden reaction, have
overwhelmed the small force of their pursuers. To guard
against thig peril, the wary count kept his battalion always in
close order, and had a body af adhundred chosen lances in the
advanee. The Moors kept up a Barthian retreat.” Several
times. they turned to make batfle; but seeing this #lid body
of steeled warriors pxessing yipon them, they again took to
flight.

'T'he main retreat of the army was along the valley watered
by the Xenil, and opening through the mountains of Algaringo
to the city of Loxa. The alarm fires of the Preceding night
bad roused the country. Every nsan snatched sword and
buckler from the wall; and the fowns and villages pourcd
forth their warriors, to harass the retrcating foe. Ali .Atar
kept the main force of the army together, and turned fiercely
from time to time upon his pursucrs. o He gras like a wolf
hunted through the country he had often made desolate by
his marandings. ) * .

" The alarm of this invasion hadyeached the city of Ante-
‘quiéra, wherc were several of the cavaliers who had escaped
Yrom, thefa{nage in the mountains of Maluga. Their pyoud .

: C . * (aribay, lib. x1, cap. 314 o
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ainds were festering with their Inte slisgrace, and their only
prayer was for vengeance on ‘the infidels. No soouer did
they bear of the Moors being over the border, than they were
armed and mounted for action. Don Alonzo de Aguilar led
thera Yorth: a small Dody, of but forty hoisemen; but all
cavaliers of, prowess, and thursting for revenge.  They came
updn the foc on the banks Sf the Xenil, where it winds through
the valleys of Cordova.  The viver. swelled by the late rains,
was deep and turltulent, and only fordable at certain places.
The main body of the army was gathered in eonfusion on the
banks, endcavouring to ford the stream, protected by the
cavalry of Ali Atar. .

No sooner did the little band of Alonzo de Aguilar eome in
sight of thé Moors, than fury flashed from their eyes.  * Re-
member the monntains of Malaga!” they eried to cach other,
as they rushed to combat.  Their charge was despepate, but
was gallantly resisted. A serambling and bloody fight ensued,
hand to band, and sword to sword, sometimes on land,  somée-
times in the water; many were lanced on the banks: others,
throwing themselyes into the river, sunk with the wejght of
their armour, and were drowned.  Some, grappling together,
fell from their howes, but continued their struggie m the
waves, and helm and turban rvolled together down the strcam.
The Moors were by far the superior in number, and among
them were many warriors of rank ; but they were disheart-
ened by adefeat, while the Christians were cxcited even to
desperation. T

Ali Atar alone preserved all his fire and encrgy amid, his
reversey. e lad been enraged at the defeat of the army,
the loss of tae king, and the ignominious flight he had been
obliged to make, thiough a country which had so often been
the secne of his exploitsc but to be thus impedeg in his flight,
and harassed and msulted by #* mere handful of warriors,
roused the violent passions of the old Moor 10 perfect frenzy.

He had marked Don Alonzo de Aguilar dealing his blows,
says Agapida, with the pious vchemenee of a righteous
knight. who kfiows that 4n every wound inflicted upon the
infiddels he is doing God service.  Ali Afar kpurred s steed
along the bank of the rives. to come upon Don Alonzo by sur-

rise. The back of that warrior was towards him; and. col-
. lecting all his foree, the Moot hurled his lance. to trausfix
« him on the spot. The lance was not thrown with-the usual
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accuracy of Ali Atar. It tore away & part of the cuirass ef
Don Alonzo, but failed to infhet a2 wound. The Moor rished
upon Don Alonzo with Ris cimeter; but the latter was onthe
alert, and parried his blow. They fpught desperately upon
the borders of the river, alternately pressing each other into
the stream, and fighting their way again up the bank. Al
Atar was repeatedly wounded ; and Don Alouzo, having pity
on his age, would have spaged his life. 1le called upon him
to surrender. “ Neve!!” eried Ali Atar, »fo a Christian
dog!” The words were scarce out of his mouth, when the
sword of Don Alonzo clove his tarbaned head, and sank deep
into the brain. He fell dead without a groam: his body
rolled into the Xenil; nor was it ever fothd and Fecognised.*
Thus fell Ali Atar, who had long been the terror of Anda-
lusin.  As he had hated and warred dpon the Christinns all
his life.gso he died in the very act of bitter hostility.

The fall of Ali Atar put an end to the transicut stand of
the cavalry.  Horse and foot neingled together in the despe-
rate struggle across the Xenil. and many were trampled down,
and perished bencath the waves® Dor# Alenzo and his band
coritinued to harass them, until they erossed the fromtier;
and every blow struck home to the Modrs scemed to lighten
the load of humiliation and sorrow, which had weighed heavy
on their hearts. ¢ e, :

In this disastrous rout, the Moors lost upwards of five
thousand killed and made pr¥oners, many of whom wgre of
the most noble lineages of Ganada.  Numbers fled to rocks
amd mountains, where they were subsequently taken.  This
battle was called by some the battle of Lucena ; by ethers.the
battle of the Moorish king, because of the cagture of Boabdil.
Twenty-two banners fell into the hands of the Christians, and
were carried to Vacna, and hung ®up in the church. where,
says an ‘historian of after” times, they remain to this day.
Once a year, on the day of St. George, they are borne about
in procession by the inhabitants, who at the same time give
thanks to God, for this signal victory grantgd to their fore-
fathers. . .

. Great was the trfwnph of the Count (de Cabra, when, on

returning from the pursuit of the®encmy, he found, that the

oorish king had fallen intp his hands. * When the unforru-

nate Boybgil was brought befote him. however, and he beheld
¥ Cura de los Palacios.e 4~



72, THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

Mim a'dejected captive, whom, but shortly before, he had seen
in royal splendour,-surroundcd by his arwy, the geuerous
heart-of the count was touched by e?mpathy He said every
thing that became a’ courteous and. Christian knight; to com-
fort Him; observing, that the same mutability of - things,
which- had «uddenly destroyed his recent prosperity, might
cause his present misfortunes as rapidly to pass away; smce,
in this world, nothing is stable, and even sorrow: has its
allotted term. !

~ Thu« consoling him by gentle and soothing words, and
observing towards him the honour and reverence that his
dignity and his misfortuncs inspired, he conducted hxm a
prisoner to his strou" castle of Vaena.

‘CIIAPTER XVII.

THE sentinels looked out from the watchtowers of Lo:;a,
along the valley of the Xenil which passes through the moun:
tains of Algaringo. They looked to behold the king returmng
in triumph, at the buad of his shining host, laden with the
spoil of the unbelicver. They looked, to behold the standard
of their warlike idols the fierce Ali Atar, born by the chivalry
of Loxa, ever foremost in the wars of the border. .

In the evening of the 21st-of t\pril, they descried a single
korseman, urging his faltering stced along the banks of the
river. AW he drew near, theyl perccived by the flash of arms,
that he was a warrior; and, o1, nearer Appr oach, by the rich-
ness of his armour, and the caparison of his stecd, they krew
him to be a warrior of rank.

‘He reached Loxa fuint and.aghast; his Arabian courser
eovercd with féam and dust and blood, panting and staggers
ing with fatigue, and gashed with wounds. Heving brought
Ivis master in safety, he sunk down and died, before the gate
of the city. The soldiers at the gate gathered round the
cavalier, as he stood, mute and melancholy, by his.expiring
steed. - They knew hun to be the gallant Cidi Caleb, nephew
of “the chief alfaqui of thetalbaycen of Granada. When the
people of Loxa beheld this noble cavalier thus alone, hag-
gard and dejected, their kemts wcre filled with fearful fore-
bodings.

v (‘mal'er " said ﬂxey “how fares it with the king and
army?’ Iie cast his hond mowrnfully towards the® land of

e
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the Christians. - “ There they lie!” exclaimed -he: * the hea-
« vets have fallen upon them! af] are lost! all dead*}”

' Upon - this there was a° great cry of’ consternation among
the peopls, and loud wailings of women; for the flower of the
youth of Loxa were with the army. An old Moorish s8ldier;
searred in many a border battle, stond leaning on: his lance by
the gatewny. « Where is Ali Atar®” demanded he eagerdy,
“If he still live, the army cannot be lost!”

T saw his turban clovtn by the Christian sword,” replied
Cidi Caleb. ¢ His body is flouting in the Xenil.” .

When the soldier heard these words, he smote his Hrea.st,
and threw dust upon his head; for he was an old follower of
Ali Atar. .

"The noble Cidi Caleb gave himsclf no repose; But, mount-
ing another steed, hastened to carry the disastrous tidings to
Granadag As he passed through the villages and hamlets, he
spread sorrow around; for their chosen men had followed the
king to the wars. .

+ 'When he entered the gates of Granada, and announced the
lois of ¢he king and army, a voice of harroy went throughout
the ‘city. Tvery one thought but of his own share in the
general ealamity, and crowded round thesbearer of ill tidings.
One asked after a father, another after a brother, some after o
lover, and many a mother tfteg her son. His replies were |
still of wounds and death. Tp oné he replicd, I saw thy
father pierced with a lance, as\he defended the perfon of the
king.”" To another, & Thy krother fell wounded under®the
Troofs of the horses; but there was no time to aid him, for the
Christian Cavalry werc upon us.” To a third, “ I saw the
horse of thy lover covered with blood, and galloping without
his rider.” ~ To a fourth, * Thy son fought by®my side on the
banks of the&Xenil: we were surromded by the encmy, and
driven into the stream. I'hcard *him call aloud upon Allak
in the midst of the waters: when I reached the other bank,
he was no longer by my side!”

The noble Cidi Caleb passed on, leaving Grgnada in lamen-
tation. - He urged his steed up the steep avenue of trecs and
fountains, that lcads to the Alhambra, nr stopped until he
arrived before the gate -of justice, Ayxa, the mother of

,Boabdil, and Morayma, his beloved and tender wife, had daily
watehed,frpm the tower of the Gomeres, to behold his tgjun-
* Qura de los Palacios. , | - :
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. phant return. Who shall deseribe their afflietion, when they
heard the tidings of Cidi Cdieb? The sultana Aysa spake
not much. but sate as one cntrancedl in wo. Ey ery now and
then a deep sigh burst forth: but she raised her eyus to Hea-
ven. © < It is the will of Allah!” said she; and with these
words she endeavoured to repress the agonies of a mother's
sotrow. 'The tender Morayma threw herself on the carth,
and gave way to the full turbulence of her feclings, bewailing
her bushand and her father. The high-minded Ayxa rebuked
the yiolence of her grief. Moderate these transports, my
daughter,” said she; ** remember. magnanimity should be the
attribute of princes: it bucomes not them to give way to cla-
morous sorrow, like common and vulgar minds.”  But Mo-
rayma coild only deplore her loss with the anguish of a
tender woman, She shut herself up in her mirador, nnd
gazed all day with streaming cyes upon the vegy, Every
object before her reealled the causes of her affliction. 'The
nvm Xenil, which ran shiniug amidst the groves and gardens,
was the same on the banks of which had perlshed her father,
Ali Atar: before hew lay the road to Loxa, by which-Boabdil
had departed in martial state. Surrounded b\ the chivalry of
Granada. Ever aml anon she would burst into an agony of
grief. * Alns, my father!” she would exclaim, “the river
runs smiling before me. that dovers thy mangled vemains!
who will g(\Lhur them to an honoured tomb, in the land of the
unbelievér?  And thou, oh. @vabdil! light of my eyes! joy
of fry heart! life of my life!  AVo.the day, and wo the hour
that T saw thee depart from these walls!  The road by which
thou hagt departed is solitary; never will it be gladdened by
thy return!  The mountain thon hast traversed lies like a
cloud in.the distance. and all beyond it is darkness!”

The royal minstrels were summoned, to asruage the sor-
rows of the queen: they attuned their instruments 10 cheerful
strains; but, in a little ‘while. the ¢ anguish of their hearts pre-
vailed. and turned their songs to lamentations.

¢ Beautiful Granada!” they exclaimed, “how is thy glory
faded! The vivmrambla *no longer echoes to the tramp of
stecd, and sound of tiumpet: no 1()!]"‘(‘1 Is it crowded with thy
youthful nobles, eager to &splay thoir prowess in the tourney
and the festive tilt of reeds.  Alas! the flower of thy chi-
valrg lics-low in a foreign land! The soft note of ¢he Inte is
no longer ‘heard in thy mournful streets, the lively castanet
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is silent upon thy hills, and the graceful dance of the zambra
is no more scen beneath thy Bowers.  Behold, the Alhambra
is forlorn and desolate! e In vain do the orange and myitle
breathe their perfumes into its silken chambers; in vain docs
the nightingale sing within its groves;*in vain are its marble
halls refreshed by the sound of fountains, and ghe gush of
limpid rills! Alas! the countenante of the king no longer
shines within those halls; the light of the Alhambra is set
for ever!” ) « ° . "

Thus all Granada, say the Arabian chroniclers. gave itself
up to lamentations; there was nothing but the voice of wail-
ing from the palace to the cottage. All joined to deplore
their youthful monaich, cut down in tha freshmess and pro-
mise of his youth. Many feared that the predidtion of the
astrologer was about to be fuifilled. anl that the downfa] of
the kinggom would follow the death of Boabdil; while all de-
clarell, that. had he survived. he was the very sovereign eal-
culated to restore the reaim to its gueient prosperity and glory.

CIIAPTER "X VIIL.

Aw unfortunate death atones with the world for a multitude
of errors. , While the populace thought their youthful mo-
narch bad perished in the sfielgd, nothing could cxceed their
grief for his loss, and their u%m'utﬂm of his memory: whehn,
however, they learned that h¥ was stll alive, an® had sur-
rendered himself captive g the Christians, their feefings
underwent an instant change.  They decried his talents as a
a commander, his courage as a soldier. They railpd at his
expedition, as rash aud ill-conducted; and they reviled bim
for uot having dared to die on the ficld of baftle, rather than
surrender o ghe enemy. )

The alfaquis, as usual, nringled With the populace, and art-
fully guided their dizcontents.  “ Behold,” exclaimed they,
“the prediction is accomphshed, which was pronounced at
the birth of Boabdil! Ile has been scatgd on the throne, :nd
the kingdom has suffered downfaloand disgrdte by his defeat
and captivity,  Comdort yourselves, oh Moslems! The evil
day has passed by: the fates are stisfied. the sccptre, which

.has Leen breken in the feeble hand “of Boabdil. is destined to
resyme s former power and sway, in the vigorows grgsp of
Aben Iassin.”

. (]
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The people were stauck with the wisdom' of thede werds.
They: rejoiced, that the baleful prediction, which- had so long
hung over them, was at an end ; atd declared, that none but
Muley Aben llassan had the valour and capacity mecessary
for thte protection of the kingdom in this time of trouble.

The longer the captivity of Boabdil continucd, the greater
grew the popularity of his father. One city after another re-
newed allegiance to him: for power attracts power, and
fortune creates fortune. At lengthhe was enabled to return
Jo Granada, and cstablish himsclf once more in'the Alhambra;
At his approach, his repudiated spouse, the sultana Ayxa;
gathered together the family and treasures of her captive
son, and retired with a handful of the nobles into the albay-
cen, the rival quarter of the city, the inhabitants of which
still retained feclings of loyalty to Boabdil. Here she forti-
fied herself, and held the semblance of a court, in (;he name
of her son. 'The ficrce Muley Aben Ilassan would *have
willingly earried fire and sword into this factieus quarter-of
the capital ; but he dared not confide in his new and uncer-
tain ,popularity. ,Myny ofethe nobles detested him,for his
past cruelty ; and a large portion of the soldiery, beside many
of the people of hisown party, respected the virtues of Ayxa
la Horra; and pitied the misfortunes of Boabdil.,, Granada,
thereforc, presented the sjngwlar spectacle of two sove-
reignties within the samc city,, The old king fortified him-
self in tlee lofty towers of thefAlhambra, as much against his
owitsubjects asagainst the Christjans': while Ayxa, with the zeal
of amother’saffection, which waxes warmerand warmer towards
her offspring when in adversity, still maintained the standard
of Boabdil on the rival fortress of the ulcazaba ; and kept his
powerful factida alive within the walls of the albaycin.

. CHAPTER XIX. ,

Tur unfortunate Boabdil remained a prisoner, closely
guarded in the castle of Vaena. From the towers of his
prison he beheld the town below filled with armed men ; ard the
lofty hill on which’it was built, girdled %y massive walls and
ramparts, on Which a vigilant watch was maintained, night and
day. The mountains around were studed with watch-towdrs,
overjooking the lonely roads which led to Granadg s\so that’a
turban could not stir over the border without the alaim being
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given,and the, whale country put on the alert. - Boabdil saw,
that there wus no hope of eseape from such a fortress, and that °
any attempt to rescua himevould be equally in vain, s heart
was filledewith anxiety, as he thought on the confusion and ruin
which his.captivity must cause in his affars ; while sorrows of a
safter kind overcame his fortitude, as he thought on thc
evily it might bring upon hix family? .

The Count de Cabra, though he maintained the most vigi-

lant guard over his royal *prisoncr. yet treated him with
profound deference. Ile had appointed the noblest apart.,
ments in the castle for his abode, and sought in every @ay.to
chear him during his captivity. A few days only had
passed away, when wissives arrived from ghe Castilian sove-
reigns. Ferdinand had been transported with joysat hearing
of the capture of the Moorish monarch ;, sceing the deep and
politic gpes that night be made of such an cvent: but the
amagnanimous spirit of Isabella was filled with compassion for
the unfortunate captive. Their yyessages to Boabdil were full
of sympathy and consolation ; breathing that high and gentle
courteqy, which dwells in noble minds.,
-« This magnanimity in his foe checred the dejected spirit of
the cuptive monarch. ** Tell my sovereigns, the king and the
queen,” syid he to the messenger, * that I can not be un-
happy, beiug in the power of sych high and mighty princes ;
especially since they partakg so targely of that grace and
goodness, which Allah hestov& upon the monarchswhom he
greatly loves. Tell them, further, that I had long thotght
of submitting myself to their sway, to receive the kingdom
of Granada from their hands, in the smmme manner that my
ancestor reccived it from King John II., father of the'gracious
queen. . My greatest sorrow, in this my capvity, is, that I
must appéar o do that from force, which I would fain have
doune from inclination.” - .

In the mcan time, Muley Aben Hassan, finding the fac-
tion of his son still formidable in Granada, was anxious to
econsolidate his power, by gaining possession of the p.rsonof
Boabdil.  For this purpose, he sent an émba8sy to the Catho-
Jiec monarchs, offering large terms for tire ransom, or razacr
#be purchase, of his son; proposing, athong other condi-

, hous, to release the Count of Cifuentes, and ninc other of
his mos# distinguished captites, and to cnter into  treaty of

.confederact with the sovercigns. Neither did the implacable
« ° o



78 *  TIE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

.

father make any seruple’ of testifying his indifference, whether
"his son were delivered up alive or dead, so that his person
were placed assuredly within s power.

The humane heart of Isabella revolted at the ideasof giving
vp the unfortunate prince into the hands of his most unnatural
and invetepate enciny, A disdainful refusal was therefore
returned to the old monarch, whose message had been couched
in a vaunting spirit.  Ile was informed, that the Castilian
sovercigms wpuld listen to no proposals of peace from Muley
Aben Hassam, wntil he should lay down his arms, and offer
them ‘i all humility.  Overtures in a different spirit were
made by the mother of Boabdil, the sultana Ayxa la Horra,
with the concwrrenpe of the party which still remained faith-
fal 1o Jun.w It was thereby proposed. that Mahomet Abdalla,
otherwize called Borbdil, should hold his ¢1own as vassal to
the Castilian soveraigns : Imsmn an annual tributey and re-
leasirg seventy Christian ¢z iptives anmually for five years:
that hv should nioreover pyy a large sum upon the spot for
his rancom. and at the same time give freedom to four hun-
dred Christians, to by chosen by the king : that he should
“also engage to he : alwi avs ready to render military ud, sand
should came 1o the Gortes, or qxxemblauo of nobles and dis-
tinguizhed vassals of the erown, whenever summoned.  His
ml's son. and the sons of  twelve distinguished Moorish
houses, were 1o be delivesed as hostages.

King kerdinand was at Cdrdova when he reeeived this
proposition ; Queen Labella wag absentat the time,  Ile was
anxious to ceousult her in so momentous an affair : or rather,
Le was fearful of procecding too precipitately, and not draw-
ing from this fortunate event all the advantage of which it
was susceptibld. Without returning any u‘p]) therefore, to
the inission, he sent mistives to the castle of Yacha, where
Boabdil remained in courteous dutance of the brave. Count de
Cabta. orvdering that the captive monarch thould be brought
to Cordova.

The Count de Cabra sct out with his illustrious prisoner;
but when he atrived at Cordova, I\m«r Feardinand declined
secing the Moorish ‘monarch.

He was still indétermined what cnurso to pursuc ; whether
to retain him ])1'1[-!011(‘1‘, sef him at llbert\ on ransom, or umt
him with politic magnanimity ; and cach course ‘woulg require '
a different kind of reception. Until this point should be
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resolved. therefore, he gave him in charge_to Martin de Alarcon,
alcayde of the ancient fortresg of I’ux:cunu, with orders to
guard him strictly, but to, trea¢ him with the distinetion and
deference due to a prince. These commands were strictly
obeyed, add. with the cxception of being restrained im his
liberty, the monarch was as nobly entertained as he could
have been in his royal palace at Grarada. .
In the meantime, Ferdinand availed himself of this eritieal
moment. while Granada was «distracted with factjpns and dis-
sensions, and before he had conelnded any treaty with Boabdil,
to make a puissant and ostentatious inroad.into the very*heart”
of the kingdom, at the head of his most illustrious nobles.  Ile
sacked and destroyed several towns and castles, and extended
his ravages to the very gates of Granada. *Old Muley Aben
Hassan did not veuture to oppose him.  Ilis city was filled
with troops; but he was uncertain of fheir affeetion. e
dreaded, Bhat, should he sally fortli, the gates of Granada
might be closed against him by the faction of the albuyein.
“The old Moor stood on the lofty tower of the Alhambra,”
says Antonio Agapida, ** arinding pis teeth, and foaming like g
tiger shat up in his eage, as he beheld the glttering battalions
of the Christians wheeling about the vega, and the standard
of the cross shining forth from amidst the smoke of infidel
villages and hamlets.  The most catholie king,” centinues
Agapida, * would gladly havy trsevered in this righteous
ravage. but his munitions bega to fail.  Satisfied, ercefore,
with having laid waste the country of the enemy, and insuleed
old Muley Aben lassih im his very eapital, he returned to
Cordova covered with lawels, and his army loaded with
spoils, and now bethought himself of coming to an imtediate
decision in regard to his royal prisoncr.”

e
CITAPTER XX.

A sratELY conversation was held by King Ferdinand, in
the ancient city of Cordova, composed of several of the most
reverend prelates and renowned cavgliers bf the kingdom, to
determine upon the f.lgs of the unfortunate Boabdil.

Don Alonzo de Cardenas, the wopthy master of Santiago,
was one of the first' who gave his coansel. Hec was a pious
aad zealous knight, rigid in his devotion to the faith ; and his
holy zeal 14¢r been inflamed to peculiar vehemenee, since *his
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disastrous crusade apong the mountains of Malaga. He
" inveighed with ardour against any compromise or compact

with the infidels.  The objeet of ghis war, he obscrved, was

not the subjection of the Moors, but their utter expujsion from

the land, so that there nuight no longer remain a single stain

of Maliometanism throughout Christian Spain.  Te gave it as

hig opinion, therefove, that the captive king onglht uot to be

set at liberty.

Tlodrigo Lonee de Leon, the valignt marquis of Cadiz, on

the contrary, spoke wurmly for the release of Boabdil. e
prondunced it a measure of sound policy. even if done without
conditions. It would tend to kecp up the civil war in Gra-
nada, which was as a five consuming the entrails of the cn.cmy,
and effectidg more for the interests of Spain, without expense,
than all the conquests of its wms.

The grand cardinal of Spain, Don Pedro (ionzzllci de Men-
doza. coincided in opinion with the Marquis of Cadiz.* * Nay,”
added that pious prelate and politic statesman, * it would be
sound wisdom to {urnish the Maor with men and moncy, and
all other necessaries to proyiote the eivil war in Granada : by
this means would’ bet produced great benefit to the s&rvice of
God, sinee we are assured by his infallible word, that ¢ a
kingdom divided against itself cannot stand.®* "

Yerdinand weighed these copnsels in his mind, but was
slow in coming to a deeriod. ¢ Ile was rcligiously attentive
to his gwn interests,” obsdeves Fray Antonio Agapida;
¢ knowing himsclf to be but an instrument of Providence in
this holy war, and that, thércfove, ‘in consulting his_ own
advantage. he was promoting the interests of the faith.” The
opinion of Queen Isabella relieved bim from his perplexity.
That high-mit.ded princess was zealous for the promotion of
the faith, but not for the extermination of the infidels. The
Moorish kings had held their thrones as vassals to her pro-
genitors; she was content, at present, to aecord the same
privilege, and that the royal prisoner should be liberated, on
condition of becoming a vassal to the crown. By this means
snight be effecked the deljverance of many Christian captives,
who were languishing in Moorish chaiys. o

King Ferdinantl adopted the magnanimous measure recom-

-mended by the queen, but he acecompanied it with several
shrewd conditions, exacting tribute, military services, and safe

. * Salazar, Cronica del Gran Cardenal, p. 138, ’
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passage and maintenaunce for Christian troops throughout thee
places which should adhere %o Boabdil. The captive king
rendily submitted to these stipulations, and swore, after the
munner of his faith, to observe them with exactitude. A
truce was arranged for two years, during which the Caktilian
sovereigns engaged to maintain him on his threne, and to
assist him in recovering all places which he had lost during
his captivity.

When Boabdil el Clico” had solemnly agreed to this
arrangement in the castle of Porcuna, preparations werggmados
to reccive him in Cordova in regal style. Superb steeds,
richly caparisoned, and raiment of brocade and silk, and the
most costly cloths, with all other articles of sumptuous array,
were furnished to him, and to fifty Moorisk cavdliers, who
had come to treat for his ransom, that she might appearein.
state Defigting the monurch of Granada, and the most dis-
tinguished vassal of the Christian sovereigns. Money, also,
was advanced to maintain him in éuitable grandeur during his
residence at the Castilian court. and his return to his domin-
ions. Yinally, it was ordered by*the sevewigns, that when
he came to Cordova, all the nobles and diguitaries of the court
should go forth to receive him. . ’

A questign now arose among certain of those ancient and
experienced wen, who grow gray, about a court in the pro-
found study of forms and cm&mniafs; with whom a point of
punctilio isas a vast political rignt,and who contract & subljme
and awful idea of the ¢xternal dignity of the throne. Certain
of thesc court sages propounded the momentous question,
whether the Moorish monarch, coming to do homage as a
vassal, ought not to kneel and kiss the haud of the king.
% This was immediately decided in the affirmafive by a large
number of amcient cavaliers, accustomed,” says Antonio
Agapida, “ to the lofty punctilio of our most dignificd court,
and transcendent sovereigns.” The king, therefore, was in-
formed by those who arranged the ceremonials, that when the
Moorish menarch appeared in his presencg, hg was expected
to extend his royal hand to receive the kiss of&lomugc.

¢ I should certainlyedo so,” replied King Ferdinand, ¢ wot.»
he at liberty, and in his own kingdem ; but I certainly shuil
not do so, sceing that he is a prisoncr, and in mine,”

* The cogrtjers loudly applauded the magnanimity: of #his
1eply, thong.ﬁ many condemned it in sceref, ag savouring of
. . ‘e G
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 too much gen-rosity. towards an iufidel; and the worthy
Jesuit Fray Antonio Agapida fally concurs in their opinion.

"The Moorish king entered Cordava with his little train of

faithful knights, and escorted by all the nobility amdd chivalry
of the Castilion court® e was conducted, with great state
and ceremqay to the royal palace.  When he came in presence
of Kimg Ferdmand he knelt, and offered to kiss his hafid, not
merely in homage as lus subjeet, but in gratitude for his
liberty.  Fevdinand declined the tokon of vassalage, and raised
Shim gracioasly from the caith.  An inte1preter began, in the
name of Boabdil. to land the magnanimity of the Castilian
monarch, and to promise the most implicit submission.
« Enough.” said King Ferdinand, interrupting the interpreter
in the midst of his harangue: * there is noneed of these com-
pliments. I trast in his mtegrity, that he will do every thing
becoming a good man, and a good king.”  With these vords,
he received Boabdd el Chico into his voyal friendship and
protection. .

CHAPTER XXI

In the month of August, a noble Moor, of the race of the
Alencerrages, arrived with a splendid retinue at the eity of
Cordova, bringing with Aiind e son of Boabdil ¢l Chico, and
other of the noble youths & Granada. as hostages for the
fuliilment of the texms of 1ansom. When the Moorizh hing
beheld his son, his only child, who was to remain in his stead,
a sort of captive in a Lestile Jand, he foldcd him in Lis ain g,
and wept over him. = Wo the day that I was boin!”
exclaimed he! “ and evil the star that presided at my birth !
well was I called EI Zogoybi, or, ¢ the unlucky 7’ for sorrow.
is heaped upon me by my father, and sorrow do I transmit to
my son!” .

The afflicted heart of Boakdil, however, was soothed by
the Ikindyess of the Christian sovercigns, who reccived the
hostage prinec“with a tenderness suited to his age, and a dis-
tinction worthy. of his rank.

They deliveredhim in charge to the worthy aleayde Martin
de Alarcon, who had treated his father with such courtesy,
during his confinement in the castle of Porcuna; giving
orders, that, afl;c}“thc departure of the latter, his son should
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be entertained with great honour ands princely attention in,
the same fortress. °

On the 2nd of September, a guard of honour assembled at
-the gatee of the mansion of Boabdil, to escort” him to the
frontiers of his kingdom. Ile pressed’ his child to his heart
at pagting ; but he uttered not a word, for thercewere many

Christian eyes to behold his emotionn.  He mounted his steed,

and never' turned his head to look again upon the youth ; but

those who were ncar hitn bserved the vehentent struggle
that shook his frame, whercin the anguish of the fathgr hade
well nigh subduced the studied equanimity of the king.

Boabidil ¢l Chico and King Ferdinand sallied forth, side by

side. from Cordova, amidst the acclamations of a prodigious
multitude. When they were a short distance frd the city,
th(') separated, with many gracious cxtirc.ssinns on the part
of the (‘uhtiliun ‘monarch, aud many thankful acknowledg-
ments from his late captive, whose heart had been humbled
by adversity. Ferdinand depgrted for  Guadalupe, and

Boabdil for Granada. The latter was accompanicd by a

guard of honour; and the vicetoys of Andalusia. and the

gencrals on the frontier, were ordered to {urnish him with
escorts. and to show hum all possible hotour qn his journey.

In this wag, he was conducted, in voyal state, through the

country he had cutered to sgvage, and was placed in safety
. 1in his own dominions, \ ¢

He was met, on the frontier, by the principal bbles and
cavaliers of his court, who had been seeretly xent by his
mother. the sultana Ayxa, 10 escort him to the capital.

The heart of Boahdil was Iiftcd up for a moment, when he
found himself in his own territories. surrounded by Moslem
kuights, with his own standards waving over®his head : and
he began to deubt the predictions of astrologers. Ile soun
found cause. however, to maderate’his exultation  The loyal
train, which had come to welcome him, was but scanty in
number; and he missed many of his most zealous and
obsequious courticys. He had returged, Judeed, %o his
kingdom ; but it was ne longer the devoted kingdom he had
left ‘The story of Ms vassalage to the Clristian sovercigns
had been made use of by his father to ruin bim with his

cople. Il had been represented as a traitor to his ecountry,

a renegadp tp his faith, and as leogued with the cncmies of

both, to hulzdue the Moslems of Sluiin to the yoke of Cliristinn
- . “oG 2
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c. In this way the mind of the public had been
turned from him. The gresior part of the nobility had
thronged round the throne of hiscfather in the Alhambraj
and his mother, the resolute sultann Ayxa, with.difficulty
mainthined her factiorf in the apposite towers of the alcazaba:

Such was the mefancholy picture of affairs. given to- Boabdil
by the courticrs who had come forth {o.mect him. They.
even informed him, that it would be an enterprise of difficulty
and danger to make his way back to the capital, and regpin,
~the little court which still remained faithful to him mthe
heart of the city. The old tiger, Muley Aben ITassan, lay
couched within the Alhambra, and the walls and gates of the
city were strongly.guarded by his troops. Boab(hl shogk hjg
head at thesc tidings. e called to mind the i}l omen of, his
breaking his lance against the gate of Klvira, when issuing
forth se vain-gloriously with his army, which ho piow saw
elearly foreboded the destruction of that army, on 'hich.ha
had so confidently relied. “IIulcefmth, said he, “1etu§§
man have the impiety to scoff at omens.’

Boabdil approaghesd his capital by steulth, and in thp mgbt,
prowling about its walls like an enemy see king 10 destroy,
rather than a monaxch returning {o his throne. At lvngth
he seized upon a postern gate of the albaycin, a part of the
city which had always been ju ly's favour. “lle passed rapidly
through the streets, befure th. populace were aroused from
their sleep, and reached in safety the fortress of the alcazaba.
Hete he was received into the cmbraces of his intrepid
mother, and his favourite wife Mofayma. The transports of
the latter, on the safe return of her husband, were mingled
with tears; for she thought of ‘her father, Ali Atar, who had
fallon in his tause ; and of her only son, who was lefs a
hostago in the hands of zhe Christians.

'llm heart of Boabdil, softened by his mxsfmtunm, “us
moved Dby the changes in everything round him; but. his
mother called up i spirit  ** This,” said she, * is no time
for teage and fondnegs: a king must think of his sceptre and
his throne, and not yield to softess like common men,
Thou hast donc well, my son, in throwing thyself resolutely
into Granada: it must ckpcnd upon th)selt whether ,thqu
remain here a king or a captive.”

The olff king, Muley Aben® assen, had retlrell te hm'
couclh that night, in onc of the strongest towers of the
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Alhambra ; but his restless anxiety kept him from repose. ,
Intthe first watch of the night? he heard a shout faintly riging
from the' quatter of the albaycin, which is on the opposite
gide ‘of  he deep valley of the Darro. Shortly afterwards,
horsemen came galloping up the hill that leads to the *main
gate of the Athambra, spreading the alarm, that Boabdil had
enteted the-city, and possessed himSelf of the alcazaba. - *

“In the first transports of his rage, the old king would have
struck the messenger t8 edrth. He hastily smmoned his
eouneillors and commanders, cxhorting them to stand by him..
in-this critical moment ; and, during the night, made every
preparation to enter the albaycin, sword in hand, in the
norning. o
-'In the meantime, the sultana Ayxa had tak®n prompt
and:vigorous measures to strengthen her party.  The albaygin
was thegpart of the city filled by the lower orders. The
return of Boabdil was proclaimed throughout the streets, and
large sums of money were distributed among the populace.
The nobles, assembled in the aleazaba, were promised honours
and rewgards by Boabdil, as soon = he should be firmly scated
on the throne. These well-timed measures had the customary
effect ; and by daybreak all the motley populace of the albaycin
were in arms.

A doleful day succecded g A]l Granada was a scene of
tumult and horror. Drums a\'i trufnpets resounded in every
part ; all business was interrupted; the shops werc$shut, the
doors barricadoed.  Aymed bands paraded the streets ; séme
shouting for Boabdil, and some for Muley Aben Hassan.
When they encountered each other, they fought fyriously,
and without mercy; every public square became a scene of
battle. The great mass of the lower orders®were in favour
of Boabdil: lwt it was a multitude wethout discipline or lofty
spirit. Part of the people was Yegularly mxmed; but the
greater number had sallied forth with the implements of their
trade. The troops of the old king, among whom were many
cavaliers of pride and valour. soon drove the populace from
the squares. They fortified themsclves, h&wever, in the
strcets and lanes, which they barricadoed. Thcy made
fortresses of their houses, and fowght desperately from the
wirdows and the roofs; and many a warrior of the highest
*bload of Girgnada was laid low by plebeian hands, and pleheian
weapons, in this civil brawl. o .
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was impoasible that such violent convulsions should last
long Y. the Iwurt of a city. “The people soon longed for
e und aryeturn to their peaceful ocoupations; and
R sted these conflicts with the multitude,
m which’ rere all the horrors of war, without its laurels.
By the interforence of the alfaquis, an armistice was at length
effécted. Boabdil was persnaded, that there was no dopcnd-
ance upon the inconstant favour of the multitude, and was
prevailed upén to quit a capital. where he could only maintain
=& pregarious seat upon his throne, by a perpetual and bloody
struggle. e fixed his court at the city of Almeria, which
was eutirely devoted to him: and which at that time vied
with Gz anada in spiendour and importance.  This compromise
of grandeut for tranquillity, however, was sorely against the
counscls of his proud, spirited mother, the sultana Ayxa.
Granada appeared in her eves the only legitimat® scat of
dominion : and she observed, with a smile of disdain, that he
was not worthy of being ~alled a monarch, who was not
master of his capital. -

o
. .

.CHAPTER XXII.

Trovem Muley Aben Iassan had 1(‘g.unod undévided sway
over the city of Granada ; and tde alf: aquis, by his command,
had denounced his son Boabdf. as an apostate, and as one
doomed By Heaven to misfortunce; still the latter had many
adllerents among the common people.  Whenever, therefore,
any act of the old monarch was dl\[)l(-‘d\]n“‘ to the turbudent
multitade, they were prone to give him a hint of tke slippery
nature of nis standing » by shouting out the name of Boabdil
¢l Chico. Lbng o\pcuen(‘c had instructed Muley Aben
Hassan in the charactensof the inconstant people over whom
he ruled. ¢ Allah achbar!” cexclaimed he. * God-is Great !
but a successful inrond into the country of the unbelievers
will make more converts to my cause, than a thousand texts
of the Koran, expounded by ten thousand alfaquis.”

. At this time, King Ferdinand was absent from Andalusia
on a distant cxpedmon, with many cf his troops. The
moment was favourable foe a foray ; and Muley Aben Hassan
cast about his thoughts for a leader to conduet it.  Ali Adar,
the gerror-of the border, the scourge of Andalusia, svas dead s
but there vas another veteran general, scarce inferior to him
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for predatory warfure. This was old Bexir, the gray and,
crafty alcayde of Malaga ; and the people under his command

were ripe for an cxpedition of the kind. The signgd defeat

and slaughter of the Spanish knights, in the neighbouring -
mountains, had filled the’ people of lﬁn}aga with vanity and

self-conceit; they had attributed to their owne valour the

defeat which had been cansed by “the nature of the country.

Many of them wore the avmour. and paraded in public with

the lorses, of the unfortdnate cavaliers slain on that occasion ;

which they vauntingly displayed as the trophics of, theive
hoasted victory.  'They had talked themselves into a eontempt

for sthe chivalry of Andalusia, and were impatient -for an

opportunity to overrun a country defended by such troops.

This Muley Aben Hassan considered a favourable state of

mint to ensure a daring imvoad; and ke sent orders to.old

Bexir. tg gather together his people, and the choicest warriors

of the borders, and to carry fire and sword into the very heart

of Andalusin. The wary old Bexir immediately despatehed

his emissaries among the aleaydes of the border towns. calling

upon_ ghem to assemble, with @their grogps, at the city of

Rontla. close upon the Christian [ronticr.

Ronda was the most virulent nest of *Moorish depredators
in the whole border country. It was situated in the midst of
the wild Seirania, or chaimh of monntains of the same name,
which are uncommonly 107\;. brdken. and precipitous. It
stood on an almost isolated 10ck. nearly encircledby a deep
valley, or rather chasg, through which ran the beautiful $iver
called Rio Verde. The Moors of this city were the most
active, robust, and warlike of all thé mountaineers ; and their
very children discharged the crossbow with unerring aim.
They were incessantly harassing the rich plaifls of Andalusia:
their city” alounded with Christiam xpoils; and their deep
dangeons were crowded with Chfistian captives, who might
sigh in yain for deliverance from this impregnable fortres™™
Buch was Ronda in the time of the Moors; and it has &ver
retained xomething of the same charactgr, even to the present
day. Its inhabitants continue to be among the boldest,
fiercest, and most edventurous. of the Andalusian moun-
taincers ; and the Serrania de Rosda is famous, as the most
dangerous resort of the bandit and the contrabandista.

Hamed Zeli, surnamed Kl Zegri, was the comynanger of
this belligerent eity and its fierce inhabitgnts, He was of the
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tribe of the Zcgris, and one of the most proud and during of
that warlike race. Beside the inhabitants of Ronda, he had
a legion of African Moors in his immediate service. They-
were of the tribe of the Gomeres ; mercenary troops, whese:
hot African blood had ‘not yct been tempered by 'the-softer
living of Spain; and whose whole business was to fight.®
These he kept always weil armed and well appointed. 'The-
rich pasturage of the valley of Ronda produced a -breed of
horses, famous for strength and speed : no cavalry, therefore,
Jvas better mounted thau the band of Gomeres. Rapid on’
the march, fierce in the attack, it would sweep down upon-the
Andalusian plains like a sudden blast from the mountains;and:
pass away as suddenly, before there was time for pursuit.
There was nothing that stirred up the spirit of the Moors*
of the frontiers more thoroughly than the idea of a foray."
The summons of Bexir was gladly obeyed by the alcaydes-of
the border towns; and in a littlc while there was a force of
fifteen hundred horse, and fqur thousand foot, the very pith:
and marrow of the surrounding country, assembled within the:
walls of Ronda. . The people of the place anticipated with
eagerness the rich spoils of Andalusia, that: were soou to
crowd their gates. "Nhroughout the’day, the city resounded-
with the noise of kettledrum and trumpet; the highmettled
steeds stamped and neighed in their stalls, as if they shared'
the impatience for the furay;/while the Christian captives
righed, as..he varied din of preparation reached to their rocky-
dunjcons, denoting that a fresh assault was preparing against-
their countrymen. : e
The infidel host sallied forth, full of spirits ; anticipating an
casy ravage, and abundant booty. They cncouraged each-
other in a contenpt for the prowess of the foe. Many of the
warriors of Malaga, and af some of the mountain towns, had-
insultingly arrayed themselves in the splendid armour of the’
Christian knights, slain or taken prisoncrs in the famons®
massacre ; and some of them rode the Andalusian steeds’
which had been captured on that occasion. o -
The wary Bekir had concerted his plans so secretly dnd
expeditiously, that the Christian towns ¢f Andalusia had not®
the least suspicion of the storm, that had gathered beyond the*
meountains. The vast and rocky range of the Serrania de'
Rondp extended like a skreen, covering all their movements -
from observation. _ - ‘. s
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The army made its way as rapidly as. the rugged nature of ,
the mountains would permit, guided by Hamet el Zegri, the.
bold aleayde of Ronda, wlyp kuéw every pass and defile. Not
a drum, nor the clash of a cymbal, nor the blast of a trumpet,.
wag permitted to be heard. The mass®f war rolled quietly
on, as the gathering cloud to the brow of the gnountains,
intending to burst down, like the thinderbolt, upon the plain,
Newer let the most wary commander fancy himself secure
from discovery ; for rocke have cyes, and trees have ears, and
the birds of the air have tongucs, to betray the most secret .,
enterprise. There chanced, at this time, to be six Christian
seguts prowling about the savage heights of the Serrania de
Ronda., They were of that kind of lawless ruffians who infest -
the borders of belligerent countries, ready at any time to fight
for pay, or prowl for plunder. The wild. mountain passes ,of -
i hage ever abounded with loose, rambling vagabonds of
the kind; soldiers in war, robbers in peacc; guides, guards;.
smugglers, or cut-throats, accordjng to the circumstances of’
the-case. : T
“These six maranders,” saye Fray, Juntonio -Agapida;
‘ wend, on this occasion, chosen instruments, sanctified by the -
righteousness of their canse. They were lurking among the:
mountains, ;to entrap Moorish cattle, or Moorish prisoners ;
both of which were equally shleable in the Christian market.”
They had ascended onc of #elofticst cliffs, aud were looks-
out, like birds of prey, ready to pounce upon any thing thas-
might offer in the valley, when they descricd the Moofish
army cmerging from a nfountain glen. They watched it.in
silence, as it wound below them, remarking the standards of
the various towns, and the pennons of the commanders. The
hovered about it, on its march, skulking from @iff to eliff, un-
til they saw the route by which it intended to enter the
Christian country. They then dispersed, each making his
way, by the secrct passes,of the mountains, to some different
aleayde, that. they might spread the alarm far and wide, and
cach get a separate reward, : .
yOne-hastened to Luis FernandezPuertd Cabrero, the same
valiant alcayde who had repulsed Muley Aben Iassan from
the walls of Albama, and who now commaénded at Ecija, in
the, absence of the. master of. Santiago. Others roused the:
town of @Uh‘il'a. and the places of that neighbourhoog, putfing-
them all on the alert. R
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Puerto Carrero was a cavalier of consummate vigour and
activity. IIc immediately sont"courlms 1o the nlca\(leﬁ of the
neighbouring fortresses, to Herman Carrello. captain of a body
of" the Holy Brotherhood. and to certain knights of ¢he ovder
of Aldantara. Puerto Carrero was the first to take the field.
Knowing the hard and hun«rly service of these. border scame
pers, he made every man' take a hearty repast,-and see that
his horsc was well shod, and perfectly appointed.  Then, all
being refreslied, and in valiant art, he sallied forth to scek the

«Moors. He had but a handful of men, the retainers of bis
houschold and _troops of his captainey; but they were well
armed and mounted and accustomed to the sudden rouses of
the border; men with whom the ery of “ Arm and out! to
horse and to the fiecld!” was sufficient at any time to put
them in a fever of animation.

‘While the northern part of Andalusia was thus on dhe alert,
one of the scouts had hastencd southward, to the eity of
Xeres, and given the alarm 40 the valiant Marquis of Cadiz.
‘When the marquis heard. that the Moor was over the border,
.and that the standard of Mataga was in the advance, his heart
bounded with a momentary joy; for he remembered the
massacre in the monntains, where his valiant brothers bhad
been mangled before his eyes.  The very authors of his cula-
mity were now at hand, 'md he,Aattered himsclf that the day
of vengeance had arriv ud ﬁ‘

Tle matle a hasty levy of his retainers, and of the fighting
meti of Xeres, and Liuried off, with three hundred horse and
two hundred foot all resolute men, and panting for revenge.

In the meantime, the veteran Bexir had accomphshvd his
march, as he imagined, undiscovered. From the openings of
the craggy defiies. he pointed out t':e fertile plains of Anda-
lusia, and regaled theweyes of his soldiery uwith the rich
country they were about to ravage. The fierce Gomeres of
Ronda were flushed with joy at the sight; and even their
steeds scemed to prick up their cars, and snuff the breeze, as
they beheld the scenes of their frequent forays.

When they came to where the mountain defile opened into
the low land, Bexir divided his force into three parts: one,
composed of foot soldiets, and of such as were weakly
mounted, he left to guard the pass; being too experienced a
veteran not to know the i impor tance of securing a retrcat. A
sceond body he placed in ambush, among thc groves and
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thickets on the banks of the river Lopsra. The third, con- ,
sisting of light cavalry, he serft forth to ravage the Campitia,
or great plain of Utrera. ¢Most of this latter force was com-
posed of she fiery Gomeres of Ronda, mounted on the flect
stceds bred among the mountains. 1t *was led by the® bold
alycale Ilamet ol Zegri, who was ever eager to be foremost in
the foruy. ' *

Little suspocting, that the country on both sides was on
the alwm, and rushing frdm il directions to close upon them
in year, this fiery troop dashed forward, until they came “;ithin .
two leagnes of Utrera.  lere they scattered themselves about
the plaia, carecring round the great herds of cattle, and flocks
“of sheep, and sweeping them into droves, te be hurried to the .
mouttains. *

While they were thus dispersed in evory direction., a tropp
of house,gand body of fuot, from Utrera, erne saddonly upon
them. The Moors rallied together in small parties, and cn-
deavoured to defend thems lves 1 hat they were without a
lead «r; for Hamet el Zegri was at a d stweo, having, like a
hawk, quide a wide eircuit in putsuit of hig prey. The ma-
raud s soon gave way, and tled towards the ambush on the
banks 0! the Loper, being hotly pursued gy the men of Utrera.

Whien tiwy reached the Lopora, th» Moors in ambush rushed
forth, with furions cries; ank the fugitives, recovering cou-
rage from this reinforcemont? rallitd, and turned upon their
pursuers.  The Christians stood their ground, thou2h greatly
inferior in number, Their lances were soon broken, and tRey
came to sharp work with sword anl eimeter.  The Christians
fonght valiaptly. but were m danger of being overwhelined. "The
bold Hamet had colli eted a hanidfal of his sca‘tered Gomeres s
and leaving his prey, had galloped towards the %cenc of action.
His little troop of horsemen had reashed the crest of a rising
grouud, at no great distande, wheh trumpets were heard in
another direction, and Luis Fernandez Pucrto Carrero, and
his followers, eame gal'oping into the field, and charged upon
the iufilels in flank. e o

The Moors were astounded. at finding war thus breaking
upon them from varmus quarters of what, they had expected
to find an unguarded country. I'ey fought for a short time
with desperation, and resisted a vehement assault from the
'knia-hts of pAlcantara, and the men-at-wms of <she Holy
Brotherhood. At length tho veteran Besir was struck from
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, kis - herse by Puerto «Carrero, and taken prisoncr, and "the
whelc force gave way and fled.* In their flight they separated,
and took two roads to the mountains; thinking, by dividing
their forces, to distract the enemy. ‘The Christians «were too
few t6 separate. Puctto Carrero kept them together, pur-
suing one division of the enemy with great s]aughter This’
battle took place at the fountain of the fig tree, near to the
Lopera. Six hundred Moorish cavaliers were slain, and
many takerr prisoners. Much spoil was collected on the

~field, with which the Christians returned in triumph to their
homes,

The larger body of the cnemy had retreated along a
road, leading more,to the south, by the banks of the Guade-
lete. When they reached that river, the sound of pursuit
had died away; and the} rallied, to breathe and refresh’
themsclves on the margin of the stream. Their fprce was
reduced to about a thousand horse and a confused multitude
of foot. 'While they were seattered, and partly dismounted on
the banks of the Gaudclete, a fresh storm of war burst upon
them from an opposite ditection. It was the Marquis of
(ladiz, leading on his houschold tr oops, and the fighting' men
of Xeres. When the Christian warriors came in sight of the
Moors, they were roused to fury at beholding many of them
arrayed in the armour of the cgftaliers who had been slain
among the mountains of ‘Malagha. Nay, some who had been
m t}mt déseat, beheld their own armour, which they had cast
awdy in their ﬂx«rht to cnable themselves to climb the moun-
tains. Txaﬂpemtcd at the sight, they rushed upon the foe,
with the ferocity of tigers, rather than the temperate courage
of cavaliers. Iach man felt as if he were avenging the death
of a relative, br wiping out his own disgrace. The good
marquis himsclf beheld # powerful Moor hestrnlm«r the horse
of his brother Beltran : giving a ¢ry of rage and anu'ulsh at
the sight, he rushed through the thickest of the cnemy, at-
tacked the Moor with resistless fury, and, after a short combat,
hurled him breathless to the earth.

"The Moors, aiready vanquished in spirit, could not with-
stand the assault of men thus madlysexcited. They soon,
gave way, and fled for the defile of the Serranie de Ronda,
where the body of troops had been.stationed to secure a
retrqat. Fhese, sceing them come galloping wildly up. .the’
defile, with Christisn banners in pursuit, and the flash of
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waapons at their.deadly work, thought all Andalusia wasupon ,
them, and fled, without awatting an attack. The pursuit
continued among glens ang defiles; for the Christian warriors,
cager for yevenge, had no compassion on the foe, :
When the pursuit was over, the Martjuis of Cadiz ard his

followers reposed themselves npon the banks of the,Gaudelete,
where they divided the spoil. Amdng this werc found many
rich corslets, helmets,.and weapons, the Moorish trophies of
the defeat in the mountaits Jf Malaga. Several were elaimed
by, their owners, others werc known to have belonged to noble
cavaliers, who had been slain or taken prisoners. There were
sevegal, horses also, richly caparisoned, which had praneed
proudly with the unfortunate warriors, ag they sallied out
of Antequera upou that fatal expedition. Thus the’ exultn-
tion of the victors was dashcd with melancholy, and many; a
knight was scen lamenting over the helmet or corslet of some
lgved companion in arms. .

. The good Marquis of Cadiz wys resting under'a tree, on
the, banks of the Gaudelete, when the horse, which :had
belonged to his slaughtered brother Beltyan, was brought: to
him. -* fIe laid his hand upon the mane, and looked wistfully:
at the cmpty saddle. ITis bosom heaved with violent agitu-
tion,, and his lip quivered, and was pale. “Ay de mi; .mi
hermano ! Wo is me, mg\brothcr I was all that he said,
for the griet of a warrior has»ndt tany words. lle looked
around on the ficld strewed with the bodies of th® enemy .
and, in the bitterness of his wo, he felt consoled by the i
that,his brother had ndt Ifeen unrevenged.®

CHAPTER XXIIL

TuE bold algayde of Ronda, amet el Zegri, had carecred.
wide over the campifia of Utrerap encompnssing the flocks
and herds, when he heard the burst of war at a distance..
Theré weve with him but a handful of his Gomeres. Hg saw

* “En ¢l despojo de la balalla se vieron Juuchas ricas eoraras e
cay #tas e barberas de las que so habianeperdido en el Axarquia e otrag
muchas armas, e algunas fueron conocidas de sus ducfios que las havian,
dejado para fuir, e otras fueron conocidas, que erfn muy seialadas de
horiibires’ principales que havian quedado-mucrtos e cautivos, ¢ fueran’
tgmedos mychos de los mismos’ cayallos con sus ricas sillas, de los qué
queduron orelsp Axarquia, o fueron conocidos cuios eran,*—Cwra d# los
Palacios, ¢. 67, . . P
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the scamper and puysuit afar off, and beheld the Christian
horsemen spurring madly on towards the umbuscade. on the
banks of the Lopera. Hamet togsed his hand triumphantly
aloft for his men to follow him. *The Christian, dogs are
oursb’ said he, as he put spurs to his horse, to take the
enemy in rear.

The little band whiclr followed Hamet scareely amounted
to thirty horsemen. They spurred across the plam, and
reachcd o rising ground, jus as the force of Puerto
Carrera had charged. with sound of trumpet, upon the flank
of the party in ambush, Hamet beheld the headlong rout
of the mmy with rage and constarnation.  Ile fonnd the
country was powiprg leith its legions hom every quainterind
pereeived éhat there was no safety Lut in precipitate flight.
But which way to fly ? an army was between him and the
mountain poss: all the forees of the neighbowloud were
rushing to the barders, the whole rcute by which he had
come was, by this time, occupied by the foe. Ile checked
his steed, rore in his stinups, and rolled a stern and thought-
ful eyc over the country: dhen, sinhing into his saddle, he
secnied 1o con mune for a monient with himself. "Turiing
quichly to his treen. he xinglud cut a rencgado Christian. a
traitor to bis 1cligion and his hing.  ** Come hither,” said
Hamet: “thou knowest all the geeret passes of this countiy
«] do,” replicd the raingadg. < TDost theu know any cir-
cuitous mwaute. solitary and untravelled, by which we can pass
wide within these troeps, and rcach the Saraniat’ ‘lhe
rencgado paused: © Such a route'I hnow. tut it is fu]l of
peril s fer it Jeads threugh the heart of the Christian Jand.”
“Itis weil,” said Hamet. ©the more dangcrous in a) pearance,
“the less it wilkLe suspected.  Now, heatken to me.  Lide by
my side. Thou scest ghis purse of gold and this cimeter.
Take us by the route theu hast mentioned, safe to the pass of
the Senrania. and this puise shall be thy reward: betiay us,
and this cimeter shall cleave thee to the saddle bow.”'#

The renegado obeyed, tiembling.  They turned off from
the dircet road to ‘the mountains, and struck southward to-
wards Lebrixa. passing by the most soléit1ry roads. and along
those decp ramblas and 1:@ines by which the country is inter-
sected. It was indeed a daring course.  Every now and then
they, heard the distant sound of “trumpets, and thg larw pells

~* Gura de los Palacios, ubi supr.
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of towns and villages, and found thatethe war was still hur-,
rying t» the borders. They hid themsclves in thickets, and
in the dry beds of rivers, gntil*the danger had passed by, and
then resuaed their course.  Hamet el Zegri rode on in silence,
his hand upon his cimeter, and his o"e upon the rentgado
guide. prepared to sacrifice him on the least sigr ok treachery;
while his band followed, gnawing tifeir lips with rage, at hhv-
ing thus to skalk through a country they had come to ravage.

When night fell, they%triick into more pracsicable roads,
alyays keeping wide of the villages and hawmlets, legt the «
watehdogs should betray them. 1o this way they passed. in
deep m dnight, by Arcos, crossed the Guadalete, and effected
their retreat to the mountuins.  The dag dawned as they
made their way up the savage defiles.  Their comrades had
been hunted up these very giens by thesenemy.  Every now
and then .lhuy came to where there had been a partial fight,
or a slwghter of the fugitives: and the rocks were red with
blood, and strewed with manglgd bodies. The aleayde of
Ronda was almost frantic with rage at sceing many of his
bravest warriors, lying stitf’ ande stark, a prey to the hawks
and vitlfures of the mountains.  Now and then some wretched
Moor would crawl out of a cave or glene whither e had fed
for refugesefor, in the rctreat, many of the horsemen had
abandoacd their steeds, throbm away their armour. and clam-
bered up the clitfs, where they cold not be pursued by the
Christian cavalry. .

The Moorish army had sallied forth from Ronda amldst
shoyts and acclamations; *but wailings were heard within its

ralls, as the aleayde and his broken band returned,without
banner or trompet, and haggard with famine and fatigue.
The tidings of their disaster had preceded thefh, borne by the
fugitives of the army.  No one ventweed to speak to the stern
Hamet el Zegri as he entered the city, for they saw a dark
cloud gathered upon his brow.

* It seémed,” says the pious Antonio Agapida, * as if Hea-
ven meted out this defeat, in exact regribution for the ills
inflicted upon the Christian warriors in the heights of Mulaga,”
It was equally signaleand disastrous. Of the brilliant array
of Moorish chivalry, which descended so confidently into An-
dalysia, not more than two hundred eseaped. The choicest
Proops of sthe frontier were tither taken or destrayeds the
Moorish gm'-risons enfeebled, and wany ulwyd.cs and cavaliers

’
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. of noble lineage carrted into captivity, who were afterwards
obliged to redeem themselves Wwith heavy ransoms.

This was called the battle of Lopera, and was fought on the
17th of September, 1483. Ferdinand and Isabella were at
Vittotia, in Old Castile, when they received® news of the vie-
tory, and the standards taken from the enemy. They cele-
brated the event with processions, illum¥ations, and other
festivities. TFerdinand sent to the Marquis of Cadiz the royal
raiment whieh -he had worn on that day, and conferred on
him, and all those who should inherit his title, the privilege
of wearing royal robes on our Lady’s day in September, in
commemoration of this victory. .

Queen Isabella avas equally mindful of the great services
of Don Ltlis Fernandez Pucrto Carrero. Beside many en-.
comiums and favours, she sent to his wife the royal vestments
and robe of brocade. which she had worn on the rame day,
to be worn by her, during her life, on the anniversary of that

battle.® .

1

L8
CILAPTER XXIV.

Ix the midst of the bustle of warlike affairs, the worthy
chronicler Fray Antonio Agapida pauscs to note, trith curious
accuracy, the distinguished reclption given to the Count de
(abra, and his nephew,” the alcayde de los Donzeles, at the
stately arfd ceremonions court of Castile, in reward for the
cafture of the Moorish king Boabdl. ,

*The court,” he observes, *“ was held, at the time, i1t the
ancient Moorish palace of the city of Cordova; ‘and the cere-
-monials were arranged by that venerable prelate Don Pedro
Gonzales de Méndoza, bishop of Toledo, and grand curdinat
of Spain, v : :

¢ It was on Wednesday: the 14th of October,” continues the
precise Antonig Agapida, *that the good Count de (abra,
aceording to arrangement, appeared at the gate of Cordova,
Here he was met by the grand cardinal, and the Duke of
Villahermosa, illegitimate brother of the king, together with
many of the first grandees and prelates ‘of the kingdoni. By
this august train was he attended to the palace, amidst
triwmphant strains of martial musie, and the shouts of a proc
digieus mulbvifude. L

- * Voriama, Abarea. Zurita, Dulgar, &c.
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“When the count arrived in presemce of the sovereigns, o
who were scated in state, on a*dais, or raised part of the Hall
of Audicnee, they both grose’ The king advanced exaetly
five steps,towards the count, who knelt, and kissed his Ma-
jesty's band; but the king would not *reccive him as a”mere
vassal, but embraced him with affectionate cordiality. The
queen also advanced two steps, artd received the count with
a countenance full of sweetness and benignity.  After he had
kissed her hand, the king®and queen returned to their thrones;
and, cushions being brought, they desired the worthy gount
10 be seated in their presence.” This last circumstance is
written in large letters, and followed by several notes of ad-
miration, in the manuseript of the worthy Fray Antonio Aga-
pida; who considers the extraordinary privilege of sitting in
the presence of the catholic sovereigns an honour well wosth
fighting for.

*'T'he food count took his seat at a short distance from the
king; and ncar him was scated jthe Duke of Najera, then
the Bishop of Palencia, then the Count of Aguilar, the Count
Luna, o;nd Don Gutiere de Cardenas, senipr commander of
Lcon,*

¢ On the side of the qucen were seated the grand cardinal
of Spain, the Duke of Villahermosa, the Count of Monte
Rey. and the Bishops of J ad1 and Cuenca, cach in the order
in which they are named. Th¢ Infanta Isabella was pre-
vented, by indisposition, from attending this ceremdhy.

¢ And now festive music resounded through the sumptuSus
hall; and, behold, twéntf ladics of the quecn’s retinue en-
tered, magnificently attired; upon which twenty youthful
cavaliers, very gay and galliard in their array, stcpped forth;
and, each taking his fair partner, they comm®nced a stately

.dance. The cgurt, in the mcantime,’s observes Fray Antonio
Agapida, *“ looked on with lefty and becoming gravity.

** When the dance was concluded, the king and qucen rose,
to retirc tb supper, and dismissed the court with many gra-
cious cxpressions. He was then attended, by all the grandees
present, to the palace of the grand:cardihal, %here they par-
took of a sumptuous Ranquet. ;

“On the following Saturday, the aleayde de los Donzcles
was received likewise with great honours; but the ceremonics
were so arfagged, as to be a degree less in dignity than those
shown to his uncle ; the latter being considereg. the principal

[ ]
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actor in this great achievement. Thus, the grand cardinal
and the Duke of Villahermosa did not meet him at the gate
of the city, but received him in the palace, and entertained
him in conversation until summoned to the sovereigns.

“ When the aleayde dc los Donzeles centered the presence *
chamber, ¢he king and queen rose from their chaurs; but,
without advancing, they cmbraced him graciously, and com-
manded him to be seated next to the count de Cabra.

“The Infanta Isabclla came forth to this reception, and
took her seat beside the queen.. When the court were,all
seated, the music again sounded through the hall, and the
twenty ladies came forth, as on the preceding occasion, richly
attired, but in different raiment. They danced, as before;
and the Infanta Isabella, taking a young Portugucse damsel
for a partner, joined in the dance. 'When this was concluded,
the king and queen dismissed the alcayde de log, Donzeles
with great courtesy, and the court broke up.”

'The worthy Fray Antonio Agapida here indulges in a long
eulogy on the scrupulous discrimination of the Castilian court,
in the distribution .of its ‘honours and rewards; by which
means cvery smile, and gesture, and word, of the sovereigns
had its certain value, and conveyed its cquivalent of joy to
the heart of the subjeet: “a mé-tter well worthy the study,”
says he, “of all monarchs; who are too apt to distribute
honours with a heedless eaprice, that renders them of no avail.

¢ On fhe following Sunday, both the Count de Cabra and
the aleayde de los Donzeles were invited to sup with the sove-
reigns.  The court, that evening, was attended by the highest
nobility, arrayed with that cost and splendour for which the
Spanish nobility of those days was renowned.

“ Before spper, there was u stately and ccremonious
dance, befitting the digaity of so august a coart.” The king-
Ied forth the queen, in‘grave ‘and graceful measure; the
Count de Cabra was honoured with the hand of the Infanta
Isabella; and the aleayde de los Donzeles danced with a
daughter of the Marquis de Astorga.

* The dance being contluded, the royal party repaired to
the supper table, which was placed onan elevated part of the -
saloon. Here, in full view of the court, thc Count de Cabra
and the alcayde de los Donzeles supped at the same table
with theking, the queen, and‘the Infanta. The voyal family
were served by the Marquis of Villena. The cupbearer to
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the king was his nephew, Fadrique de Toledo, son to thee
Duke of Alva. Don Alonzo °de Estaiiiga had the honour of

fulfillihg that office for the qucen, and Tello de Aguilar for

the Infunta. Other cavaliers of rank and distinetion waited

on the count and the alcayde de los Donzgles. At one o’clock,

the two distinguished guests were dismissed, with many cour-

teous cxpressions, by the sovercigns.*

“ Such,” says Fray Antonio Agapida, “were the great
honours, paid at our most exalted and ceremonibus court, to
these renowned cavaliers. But the gratitude of the sovegeigns
did not cnd here. A few days afterwards, they bestowed
upon them large revenucs for life, and others to descend to
their heirs; with the privilege, for thems and their descen-
dants, to prefix the title of Don to their names. *They gave
them, moreover, as armorial bearings, a Moor’s head crowned,
with 1 gglden chain round the neck, in a sanguine ficld, and
twenty-two banners round the margin of the escutcheon.
Their descendants, of the housessof Cabra and Cordova, con-
tinue to bear these arms at the present day, in memorial
of the yictory of Lucena, and the capture of Boabdil el
Chico.”

_CHAPAER XXV.

L] D
TaT valiant Roderigo Ponce de Leon, Marquisof Cadiz,
was one of the most vigilant of commanders. He keptsin
his pay a number of convgrted Moors, to serve as adalides or
armed guides. These mongrel Christians were of great ser-
vice in procuring information. Availing themselves of their
Moorish character and tongue, they penetratedyinto the ene-
mics’ country, prowled about the castles and fortresses,
- noticed the sthte of the walls, th‘e'gates, and towcrs; the
strength of their garrisons, ‘and the vigilance or negligence
of their commanders. All this they reported minutely to the -
marquis; who thus knew the statc of every fortress upon the
frontier, and when it might be attackad with advantage.
Besides the various towns and citics over which he held a
feudal sway, he had «tways an armed forcesabout him, ready.

* The account given by Fray Antonio Agapida, of this ceremonisl,
se cHaracteristic of the old Spanishrcourt, agrees in almost .every par
ticular, with® ah ancient manuscript, made up from the Chronicles of
the curate of 1’5 Palacios, and other old Spanish Writes. - 2

- ’ P: !
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- for the field. A lhosts of retainers fed in his hall, who were
véady to follow him to danger, and death itself, without
inquiring: who, or why, they fought. The armories” of his
enstles wore supplied with helms, and cuirasses, and weapons
of alf kinds, ready burnished for use; and his stables were
filled ‘with hardy steeds, -that could. stand a mountain
semirper: : ,

The marquis was aware, that the Jate defeat of the Moors,
on the banks of the Lopera, had weakened their whole
frouticr; for many of the castles and fortresses had lost their
alcaydes und their choicest troops. He sent out his war
hounds, thercfore, upon the range, to ascertain where a sue-
‘cessful blow might be struck ; and they soon rctwned with
word. thdt Zahara was weakly garrisoned, and short . of
provisions. , '

This was the very fortress which, about two yegrs before,
had been stormed by Muley Aben Hassan; and its capture
tad been the first blow of this eventful war. It had ever
since remained a thorn in the side of Andalusia. All the
Christians had been «carried away captive, and no ciyil popa-
lation had been introduced in their stead. There were no
women or children ‘in the place. It was kept up as a mere
-military post, commanding one of the most impcrtant passes
of the mountains, and was a stiong-hold. of Moorish marau-
ders.. The marquis was animated by the idea of regaining
this fortress for his sovercigns, and wresting from the old
Moorish king this boasted trophy of his prowess.

He sent missives, therefore, to the brave Luis Fernendez
Puetro, Carrero, who had distinguished himsclf in the late
victory, and to Juan Almaraz, captain of thc men-at-arms of

- the Holy Brotherhood, informing them of his designs, and
- fnviting them to meet Lim with their forces ¢n the bauks of.
the' Guadalete. ’

¢ Jt ‘was on the day,” says Fray Antonio Agapida, “of
the glorious apostles St. Simon and Judas, the 28th of Qc-
tober, in the ,year, of .grace 1483, that this chosen band of
Christian soldiers assembled, suddenly and sccretly, at the

.sppointed placc., Their forces, whem united, amounted to -
“s1x hundred horsc and fifteen hundred foot. Their gathering
lace was at the entrance of the defile leading te Zahara.
#Thut aneient town, renowned in Moorish warfaxe, is- situated

-in one of - the youghest passes of the Serrania de Ronda. It
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i8 built round the craggy cene of a hill, on the lofty summit.
of which is a strong castlc. % The country around 1s broken
into’ deep barrancas or rgvines, some.of which approeach its
very walks.  The place had, until recently, been considered
impregnable ; but,”. as the: worthy Fray Antonio Agapida
observes, “the walls. of impregnablo fortresses, like the
virtue of self-confident saints, have their weak pointd of
attack.” . e S ;
The Marquis of Cadiz-advanced with his littl®army in the
dedd of the night, marching silently up the deep and, dark
defiles.of the mountains, and stealing up the ravines, which
extonded to the walls of the town. Their approach was so
‘noiscless, that the Moorish scntinels upan the walls heard
not a voiee or a footfall. The marquis was accothpanied by
his old escalador, Ortega de Prado, who had distinguished
himself gt the scaling of Alhama. This hardy veteran was
stationed with ten men, furnished with scaling ladders, in a
cavity among the rocks, close ta the walls: at a little dig-
tance seventy men werc hid in a ravine, to be at hand to
sepond him, whon he should have fixed bis ladders. The nest
of 'thé. troops were concéaled in another ravine, commandiug
“afair approach to the gate of the fortress. A shrewd and
wary adalidl, well acquaintgd with the place, was appointed
to give signals; and was <o stationed, that he could be seen
by the various parties in ambush, but was hidden from the
arrison. ' -t
The remainder of the nizht passed away in profound quiet.
The Moorish sentinels could be heard tranquilly patrolling the
walls,. in perfeet seeurity @ the day dawned, and the rjsing sun
~began to shine against the lofty peaks of the Serrania,de
- Ronda : the sentincls looked, from their ‘battfiments, over: a
~savage but qulet mountain country, here not a human being
was stirring; they littic dreamed® of the mischief that. lay
lurking in every ravine and ehasmof the rocks around them.
Apprehending no danger of surprise in broad day, the greater
“part of the soldiers abandoned the walls and Jowers, and: de-
- seetrded into the eity... « ‘ - T s
« By orders iof the tmarquis, a small body of light cavalry
"pusséd along the glen, and, turnihg round a point of, roek,
. .eha'wed themsclves before the town ; they skirted the field gl-
most.to thegates; #s if by way of bravado, and tg def5: the
garrison: to ’a skirmish. ‘The Moors were @t plow.inreplying

v
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to it. About seventy horse, and a number of foot who had
guarded the walls, sallied forth impetuously, thinking to make
an easy prey of these insolent marauders, The Christian horse-
men fled for the ravine; the Moors pursued them down the
hill, until they heard a great shouting and tumult behind
them. Loeking round, they beheld their town assailed, and
a séaling party mounting the walls, sword in hand. Wheeling
about, they galloped furiously for the gate. The Marquis of
Cadiz and Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero rushed forth at the
same time with their ambuscade and endeavoured to cut them
off; but the Moors succecded in throwing themselvés within
the walls. oo
‘While Pucrto Carrero stormed at the gate, the marquis put
spurs to his horse, and galloped to the support of Ortega de
Prado and his scaling party. IHe arrived ata moment of im-
minent peril, when the party was assailed by fifty Moors
armed with cuirasses and lances, who were on the point of
thrusting them from the walls.  The marquis sprang from his
horse, mounted a ladder, sword in hand, fellowed by a num-
ber of his troops, apnd made a vigorous attack upon the
enemy.* They were soon driven from the walls, and the
gates and towers reanained in possession of the Christians.
The Moors defended themselves for a short time in-the street;
but at length took refuge in the castle, the walls of which
were strong, and capable of holding out until relicf should
arrive. 'The marquis had no desire to carry on a siege, and
he' had not provisions sufficient for many prisoners: he
granted them, therefore, favourable terms. They were per-
mitted, on leaving their arms behind them to march out,
with as much of their cffects as they could carry; and it was
stipulated, that they should pass over to Barbary. The mar-
quis remained in the place, until both town and castle were
put in a perfect state of defence, and strongly garrisoned.
Thus did Zahara return once more into the possession of
the Christians, to the grcat confusion of old Muley Aben
Hagsan; who, having paid the penalty of his ill-timed
violence, was now deprited of its vaunted fruits. The
Castilian "sovercigns were so gratified by this achievement of
the valiant Ponce de Leopj that they authorized him, thence-
forth, to entitle himself Duke of Cadiz and Marquis of Zahgra,
The . warrior, however, was so proud of the original title,

9 **Cura dc los Palacios, c. 68.
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under which he had so often signalized, himself, that he gave |
. it the precedence, and always %igned himself Marquis Duke
of Cadiz. As the reader gay have acquired the same predi-
lection, we shall continue to call him bzr his ancient title.

CHAPTER XXVT.

Ix this part of his chronicle, the worthy Fray Antonio
Agapida indulges in triuthpiant cxultation over ¢he downfall
of Zahura. * Heaven sometimes speaks,” says he, * through
the mouths of false prophets, for the confusion of the witked.
By the fall of the fortress was the prediction of the santon of
Granada in some measure fulfilled, that the ruins of Zahara
should fall upon the heads of the infidels.” .

Our zcalous chronicler scoffs at the YMoorish aleayde, who
lost his fprtress by surprise, in broad daylight ; and contrasts
the vigilance of the Christian governor of Alhama, the town
taken in retaliation for the stormipg of Zahara. -

The important post of Alhama was, at this time, confided by
King ¥grdinand, to Don Diego Impez de Mendoza, Count of
Tendllla; a cavalier of noble blood, brother to the grand
cardinal of Spain. He had been instruoted by the king, not
merely to maintain his post, but also to make sallics, and lay
waste the surrounding country. 1lis fortress was critically
stationed. 1t was within scven Iagues of Granada, and at no
great distance from the warlike city of Loxa. It was nestled
in the lap of the mountains, commanding the high roac®to
Malaga, and a view ovc? the extensive vega. Thus situate,
in the heart of the encmy’s country, surrounded by foes ready
to assail him, and a rich country for him to ravage, it behoved
this cavalier to bo for ever on the alert. Ile®was, in fact, an

- experienced vetcran, a shrewd and wary officer, and a com-
mander amazingly prompt and fertile in expedients.

On assuming the command, he found that the garrison
consisted but of onc thousand men, horse and foot. They
were hardy troops, scasoned in rough mountain campaigning ;
but reckless and dissolute, as soldiers®are Qtpt to be, when
accustomed to predawry warfare. They would fight hard for
booty—and then gamble it heedlessly away, or squander it in
licgntious, revelling. Alhama abounded with hawking, sharp.
ing, idle kamgers on, eager 10’ profit by the vices ang follies of
the garris’on. The soldiers were ofteper gambling and
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. dancing beneath the:walls, than keeping watek upen the
battlements ; end nothing was heard, from morning till night,
bat. the noisy: contest of cards amd dice, mingled with the
seund of the bolero or fandango, the drowsy. strumming of
the ghitar, and the raftling of the castanets; while often the:
whole. was. interrupted by the loud brawl, and fierce .and
blobdy - contest. oot Ce

+The Count of Tendilla sct himself vigorously to reform
these:excesses, . e knew that Jaxity of morals is generally
attended by neglect of duty; and that the least breach.of
discipline. 1n the exposed situation of his fortress, might be
fatal. * Herc is but a handful of men,” said he, *“it is
necessary -that cach man should be a hero.”

He endesivoured to awaken a proper ambition in the minds
of his soldiers, and #o instil into them the high principles of
chivalry. “ A. just war,” be observed, *“is often rendered
wicked and disastrous by the manner in which it is con-
dueted: for the righteousness of the causc is not sufficient to
sanction the profligacy of the means ; and the want of order
and subordination awong the troops may bring ruin #nd dis-
grace upon the best concerted plans.” Butwe cannot describe
the character and conduct of this renowned commander in
more forcible language than that of Fray Antonio Agapida,
cxcepting, that the pious father. places, in the foreground of
his, virtues, his hatred of the Moors. .

- “The Count de Tendilln,” says he, “was a mirror of
Chiristian knighthood: watchful, abstemious, chaste, devout,
and thoroughly filled with the spirit of the cause. <lle
laboured incessantly and strenuously for the glory of the
faith, and the prosperity of their most Catholic majesties ;
and, above all,"he hated the infidels with a pure and holy
haired. This worthy cavalier discountcnanced all idleness,
rioting, chambering, and Wantonn'ss, among his soldiers. He
kept them constantly to the excreise of arms, making them
adroit in the use of their weapons and management of their
steeds, and prompt for the field, at a moment's notice. He
permitted no sound of lute, or harp, or song, or other loose.
minstrelsy, to be heard in his fortrcss ¢ debauching the -ear
and softening the valour ¢f the soldier: no other music was
allowed but the wholesome rolling of the drums and braying
of ‘the trumpet, and such like spirit stirring iristruments, as
fill.the mind with. thoughts ‘of iron war. All wandering
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minstrels, sharping: pedlars, sturdy trulls, and other comp

- trumpery, were ordered to pak up their baggage, and were
drummed out of the gatgs of Alhama. Inplace of such
rabble, he introduced a train of holy friars, to inspirit his
people-by exhortation, and prayer, and®choral chanting # and
tb spur them on to fight the good fight of faith. All°games
of chance were prohibited, except the game of war; and this
he laboured, by vigilance, and vigour, to reduce to a game:of
certainty. Heaven smiled upon the efforts of tifis righteous
cavalier. Idis men becamo soldiers at all points, and terrors
tothe Moors. The ‘good count never set forth on a ravage
without obscrving the rites of confession, absolation, and
communion, and obliging his followers to do the samo. Their
bauners were blesscd by the holy friars whom he taintained
in Alhama; and, in this way, successewns sceured to Qis
arms; ayd he was cnabled to lay waste the land of the
heathen.

- “The fortress of Alhama,” continues Fray Antonio Aga+
pida, “overlooked, from its lofty site, a great part of the
fertile vega, watered by the Cazin®and the Xenil. From this
he' mude frequent sallics, sweeping away the flocks and herds
from the pasture, the labourcr from the fitld, and the convoy
from the rbad; so that itewas said by the Moors, that a
beetle could not erawl across the vega without being seen by
Count T'endilla. The peasantry, t‘herefore,wore fain to betake
themeselves to watch-towers and fortified hamlets, where they
shut up their cattle, ggrnered their corn, and sheltered th8ir
wives and children. Xven there thcy werc not safe: the
count would storm these rustic fortresses with firc ang sword;
make ecaptives of their inhabitants; carry off the corn, the
oil, - the silks, and cattle ; and lcave the ruifls blazing and
smoking withifi the very sight of Gr#nada.

¢TIt wad a pleasing and’refreslfing -sight,” continues the
good. father, “to behold the pious knight and his followers
roturning from onc of these crusades, leaving the rich land of
the infidel in smoking desolation behind them. To behold
the long line of mules and asses, ladén with the plunder
of the Gentiles, the h®sts of captive Moors, men, women, and
children ;. droves of sturdy beeves,¥pwing kine, and bleating
gheep; ‘all winding up the steep. acclivity to the ‘gates of
Alhama, pricked on by the Catholic soldiery. Hig garrison
thus thriv?ﬂn the fat of the land and thevspojl of the infidel

P
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, nor was he unmindfu! of the pious fathers, whose blessings
erowned his enterprises with success; a large portion of the
spoil was always dedicated to the ¢hurch, and the good friars
were ever ready at the gates to hail him on his return, and
receive the share allotted them. Besides these allotments, he
made many votive offerings, either in time of peril or on the
eve of a foray; and the ehapels of Alhama were resplendent
with chalices, crosses, and other preeious gifts, made by this
Catholic cavalier.”

Thus eloquently does the vencrable Fray Antonio Agapida
dilaté in praise of the good Count de Tendilla; and other
histerians, of equal veracity but less unction, agree incpro-
nouncing him one of the ablest of Spanish generals. So
terrible, in“fact, did he become in the land, that the Moorish
peasantry could not.venture a league from Granada or Loxa;
to lubour in the fields, without peril of being cgrricd into
captivity. The people of Granada clamoured against Muley
Aben Hassen for suffering his lands to be thus outraged and
insulted, and demanded to have this bold marauder shut up,
in his fortress. The.old monarch was roused by their, remon-
strances. He sent forth powerful troops of horse to protect
the country duringethe scason that the husbandmen were
abroad in the fields. These trgops patrolled, it formidable
squadrons, in the ncighbourhood of Alhama, kecping strict
watch upon its gates, ko ‘that it was impossible for the
Christian$ to make a sally, without being scen and inter-
rupted.

PWhilc Alhama was thus blockaded by a roving force of
Moorish cavalry, the inhabitants were awakened, onc night,
by a tremendous crash that shook the fortress to its founda-
tions. 'The gilrison flew to arms, supposing it some assault
of the cnemy.  The alarm proved to have beeit caused by the
rupture of a portion of theé wall, which, undermined by heavy
rains, had suddenly given way, leaving a large chasm yawn-
ing towards the plain.

The Count de Tendilla was for a time in great anxicty.
Should this breach be discovered by the blockading horse-
men, they would arouse the country.. Granada and Loxa
would pour out an overwhelming force, and they would find
his walls ready sapped for an assault. In this fearful cmer-
gency, the count displayed his noted talent for cxpedients.
He ordered a quantity of linen cloth to be stretched in front
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of the breach, painted in imitatign of stofic, and indented with
-battlements, so as, at a distance, to rescmble the other parts

of the walls. Behind this ecreen, he employed workmen, day

and night'in repairing the fracture. No one was permitted

to leave the fortress, lest information of its defeneeless plight

should be carricd to the Moors.  Light squadrons of the
. enemy were seen hovering about the plain, but noneapproachéd
near enough to discover the deccption ; and thus, in the course
of a few days, the wall was rebuilt stronger than Before.

'Fhere was another expedient of this shrewd veteran, which
greatly cxcites the marvel of Agapida. “ It happened,” he
observes,  that this catholic cavalier at onc time was destitute
of gold and silver, wherewith to pay the wages of his troops ;
and the goldiers murmured greatly, seeing that théy had not
the means of purchasing necessaries from the people of the
town. Im this dilemma, what does this most sagacious com-
mander ? He takes him a number of little morscls of paper,
on which he inscribes various sums, large and small, accord-
ing to the naturc of thc case, and signs them with his own
hand and name. These did he give to the soldiery, in earnest
of theirpay. How! you will say, are soldiers to be paid with
scraps of paper? KEven so, I answer, and well paid too, as I
will presently make manifert: for the good count issued a
proelamation, ordering the inhapitants of Alhama to take
these morsels of paper for the full amount thereon inscribed,
promising to redcem them, at a future time, with silver and
gold, and threatening Weyere punishment to all who should
refude. 'The people, having full confidence in his words, and
trusting, that he would be a: willing to perform the que pro-
mise, a8 he certainly was able to perform the other, took these
curious morsels of paper without hesitation or demur.

¢ Thus, by a’subtle and most mirdtulons kind of alchymy,
did this edtholic cavalicr tirn worthless paper into precious
gold, and. make his late impoverished garrison abound in
money.”’

It is but just to add, that the Count de Tepdilla redecmed
bis promises like a Joyal knight; and this miracle, as it
appeared in the eyef of Fray Antonio Agapida, is the first
instance on record of paper money, “which has since inundated
the -civilizgd'world with unbounded opulence.
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o .o (‘HAP’IT iR X\VII

Tmc Spanish cavaliers, who had survwed the memorable
massacre among the mountains of Malaga, althorugh they had
repeutedly avenged the death of their companions, jet ¢ould
not forget-the horror and humiliation of their defeat. Nothing
would satisfy them but to undertake a second expedition of
the kind, to carry firc and sword throughout a ‘wide pattiof
" the Moorish territories, and to leave all those regions which
had triumphed in their disasters, a black and butrning moxu-
ment of their vengeance. Their wishes accorded with the
policy of the king, “who desired to lay waste the country and
destroy the resources, of the enemy; every assistance was
therefore given, to promote and accomplish their enter‘prnse‘ :

- In the spring of 1484, the ancient city of Antequera again
resounded with arms. Numbers of the same cavaliers; Wwho
had assembled there so gaily the preceding year, again éame
wheelmg into the gates, with their stecled and shining: wart
riors, but with a more dark and solern brow than on’ thet
disastrous occasion; for tuey had the recollection.of ﬂ'ab?r
slaughtered friends present 1o their minds, whose deaths ﬁhey
were to avenge. ¢

In a little while there was a qhosen foree of dix thousand
horse and twelve thousand foot assembled in Antequerd, many
of them the very flower of Spanish chivalry, troops of the
established military and rcligious orders, and of the Holy
Brotherhood:

Every precaution had been taken to provide this army #ith
-l things needful for its extensive and perilous inroad.” Nu-
merous surgeons accompanied it, who were to attend tipon 4ll
the sick and wounded, without eharge, being paid for their
services by the queen. {Isabella also, in her comsiderate hnmak
nity, provule(l SIX spacious tents, ‘furnished with beds, and afl
things requisite for the wounded and infifm. = These: b(m-
tinued to be uscd in 41l great expeditions throughout the-wat,
and were called the Qucens Hospital. The worthv ’fatlior,
Fray Amtonio Agapida, vaunts this benignant provision'of
the q@een, ‘ag the first introduction of & ‘egtﬂa:r camp hosp‘:ta‘l
‘in campaigning service, I

 Thus thoroughly prepared, the eavahers {ssucd forth from
Antequera in splendid und terrible array, but with dess exult-
ing confidence gnd waunting ostentation thdh en’ their former
foray : and this was the order of the army.
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* Don Alonzo de Aguilar led the advange guard, accompanied |

by Don Dicgo Fernandez de Cotdova, aleayde de los Donzcles,

“and Luis Ferngndez Puerto Chrero, Count of Palma, with
thoir. heuschold troops. *'Fhey were followed by Juan de
Merlo, Juan de Almara, and Carlos de Biezman, of the dloly
Brotherhood, with the men-at-arms of their captaineies. | .
;" The second battalion was commanded by the Marquiseof
Cadiz and the master of Santiago, with the cavaliers of San-
tingo, and the troops of the House of Ponce Leon s with these
algo went the senior commander of Calatrava, and the knights
of that order, and various other cavalicrs and their refaiflers,
: The right wing of this sccond battalion’was led by Gonsalvo
de Cordova, afterwards renowned as grand captain of Spain :
the left wing, by Dicgo Lopez de Avila. They Werce accom-
panied by several cavaliors, and certain gaptains of the Iigly
Brothorh.ood, with their men-at-arms.

The Duke of Medina Sidonia and the Count de Cabra com-
manded the third battalion, with the troops of their respective
houses. They were accompanied by other communders of note,
with their forces, . .

. The rear-guard was brought up by the senior commander
and knights of Alcantara, followed by theeAndalusian chivalry,
from Xerez Ecija, and Carona.

Such was the army that issued forth from the gates of Ante-
quera, on onc of the most extedsive 7alas, or devastating in-
rvads, that ever laid waste the kingdom of Granada.

The army entered the Moorish territory by the way®of
Alora, destroying all the torn ficlds, vincyards and orchards,
and plantations of olives, round that city.” It then proceeded
through the rich valleys and fertile uplands of Coin,” Cazara-
bonela, Almexia, and Cartama, and, in ten ®lays, all those
Aertile regionwwere a smoking andefrightful desert. From
‘hence it pursued its slows and destructive course, like the
sfream of lava of a volcano, through the regions of ’upiana and
Alhcndin, and so on to the vega of Malaga, laying waste the
groves of alives and ahnonds, and the fields of grain, and des-

‘troying every green thing. The.Moofs of* somoe of those
‘places interccded in wain for their groves and fields, offering
to deliver up their Christian captiges. Ohe part of the army
bloekaded the towns, while the other ravaged the surrounding
‘country. « Sometimes the Moors sallied forth desperately to
defend. their property, but were driven dack to tReir gates
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with slaughter ; and, their suburbs pillaged and burnt. 4t
was an awful spectacle at mght, to behold the volumes of
black smoke, mingled with lurid flames, that rose from the'
burning suburbs, and the womenon the walls of .the town,
wringing their handsy and shricking at the desolation of their
dwellings, ‘

Jhe destroying armyyon arriving at the sca coast, found
vessels lying off shore, laden with all kinds of provisions and
munitions for its use, which had bden sent from Scville and
Xerez. It was thus enabled to continuc its desolating carger.
Advuncing to the ncighbourhood of Malaga, it was bravely
assailed by the Moots of that city, and there was severe, skir-
mishing for a whole day; but while the main part of the
army encauntered’ the enciny, the rest ravaged the whole vega,
and destroyed all the mills. . As the objeet of the expedition
was not to capture places, but merely to burn, rayage, and
destroy, the host, satisfied with the mischief they hdd done in
the vega, turned their backs upon Malaga, and again entered
the mountains. They pdssed by Coin, and through the
regions of Allagagna, and. Gatero, and Alhamin; all which
were likewise desolited. In this way did they maké the cir-
cuit of that chain ¢of rich and verdant valleys, the glory of
those mountains, and the pride and delight ofcthe Moors.
For forty days did they continue on, like a consuming fire,
leaving a smoking and howking waste to mark their course,
until, weary with the work of destruction, and having fully
sated their revenge for the massacre of the Axarquia, they
returned in trinmph to the meadows of Antequera. -

In the month of June, King Ferdinand took command in
person 6f this destructive army. IHe increased its force ; and
he added to itc means of mischief several lombards, and other
heavy artillery, intendgg for the Dbattering of towns, and .
managed by engineers fuom France and Germany., With
these, the Marquis of Cadiz assured the king. he would soon
be able to rcduce the Moorish fortresses. They were only
calculated for defence against the engines anciently used in
warfare. Thei# walls and towers were high and thin, de..

ending on their rough and rocky situations. The stone and
iron balls, thundertd from, the lombards, would soon tumble
them in ruins upon the lieads of their defenders.

The fate of Alora speedily proved the truth of this opinion!
It was stfongly posfed on a rock, washed by a {iver. The
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artillery soon battered down two of the fowers, and a part of
the wall. The Moors were thtown into consternation at the
“vehemence of the assault, and the effect of those tremendous
engines upon their vauntdd bulwarks. The roaring of the
artillery, and the tumbling of the walls$ terrified the women ;
who beset the alcayde with vociferous supplicatigns to sur-
render. The place was given up on the 20th of June, «n
condition that the inhabitants might depart with their effects.
The people of Malaga, as yof unacquainted with the power of
this battering ordnance, were so incensed at those of Alora,
for what they considered a tame surrender, that they would
not admit them into their city.

A similar fatc attended the town of Setepil, built on a lofty
rock, and estcemed impregnable. Many times hed it been,
besieged, under former Christian kings, Qut never had it been
taken. [iven now, for several days, the artillery was directed
against it without effect ; and many of the cavaliers murmured
at the Marquis of Cadiz, for haying counsclled the king to
attack this unconquerable place.* -

On tle same night that thesc 1eproaches were uttered, the
marquls directed the artillery himself. He levelled the lom-
bards at the bottom of the walls, and at the gates. In a little
gile, the ghies were battexed to picces; a great breach was

vcted in the walls; and the Moors were fain to capitulate.
Twenty-four Christian captives,*who had been taken in the
defeat of the mountains of Malaga, were rescued from the -
dungeons of this fortress, and hailed the Marquis of Cadiz %s
their deliverer. °e

Needless is it to mention the capture of various other places,
which surrendered without waiting to be attackdd. The
Moors had always shown great bravery and @erscverance in

» defending thei# towns; they were formidable in their sallies
and skirmishes, and paticnt in enduring hunger -and thirst
when besicged: but this terrible érdn-~nce, which demolished
their walls with such esse and rapidity, overwhelmed them
with confusion and dismay, and rendercd vain all resistance.
King Ferdinand was so struck witle the éffect®f this artillery,
that he ordered the number of lombards to be increased ; and
these potent engines had henceforsh a great influence on the
il)rtunos of the war. St '

“ The ‘last operation of this year, so disastrous to t!le Moors,
’ * Cura de los Palacios, « , .,
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was an inroad by Kipg Ferdinaud, in the latter part of sum-
mer, into the vega; in which*he ravaged the eountry, burned
two villages near to Granada; and destroyed the wills close to
the very gates of the city. 0 .

Ol Muley Aben IZassan was overwhelmed with dismay at
this desojation; which, during the whole year, had been
raging throughout his territories, and had now reached to
the walls of his capital. 1lis fierce spirit was broken by mis-
fortuncs and infitmity : he offeréd fo purchase a peace, andto
hold his crown as a tributary vissal. Ferdinand would listen
to no propositions ; the absolute conquest of Granada was the
great object of the war ; and he was resolved never to rest
content without jts complete fulfilment. Ilaving supplied
and strengthened the garrisons of the places he had taken in
the hemrt of the Mgorish territories, he enjoined their com-
manders to render every assistance to the younger Moorish
king, in the civil war against his father. Ile then returned
with his army to Cordova, in great triumph; closing a series
of ravaging campaigns, that bad filled the kingdom of Granada
with gricf and consternatien. ,

R —

‘CHAPTER XXVIIL

Durine this year of sorrow and disaster to the Moors, the
younger king Boabdil, most truly ealled the unfortunate, held
a diminished and feeble court in the maritime city of Almeria.
Ee retained little morc than the name of king; and was
supported, in even the shadow of royflty, by the countenance
and tréasures of the Castilian sovercigns. Still he trusted
that, irl the fluctuation of cvents, the inconstant nation might
once more rciurn to his, standard, and replace him on the
throne of the Alhambra .

1lis mother, the higk ‘spirited sultana Ayxa la Horra,
endcavoured to rousc him from this passive state. “1t is a
feeble mind,” said she, * that waits for the turn of fortune’s
wheel ; the brave mind seizes upon it, and turns it to its
purpose. Takt the field, and you may drive danger before
you; remain cowering at home, and it besieges you in your
dwelling. By a bbld entewprise, you may regain your splendid
throne in Granada! by passive forbearance, you will forfeit
even this miserable throne in Almeria.” e o .

Boabdil had not,the force of soul to follow these courageous
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'E(mnwh; and, in a little time, the evilshis mother had pre-
dicted foll upon him. .
¥ Old Muley Aben TTassag was almnost cxtinguished by age
and infirnfity.. Tle had nearly lost hig sight, and was com-
pletely bed-ridden.  1lis Drother, A‘b(ln]la, surnamed El
Zagal, or “ the valiant,” the same who had assisted in the
massacre of the Spanish chivalry amonz the mountains ‘of
Malaga, was commander i chicf of the Moorish armies ; and
gradually took upon himself most of the cares of dbverciguty.
Anong other things. he was particularly zealous in espoyging
his brother's quarre] with his son : and he prosceuted it with
such wehemence, that muny aftirmed there was somcthing
more than fraternal sympathy at the bottona of his zeal.

The disasters and disgraces iaflicted on the counlry by the
Christians, during this year, had wounded the national feck
ings of thg'people of Almeria ; and many had felt indignant,
that Boahdil should remain passive at such a time ; or rather,
should appear to make a common eause with the enemy. Ilis
uncle Abdalla diligently fomented this feeling by his agents.
The samg arts were made use of that had been suceessful in
Granada.  Boahdil was sceretly. but actively, denounced by
the alfaquis as an  apostate, leagued With the Christians
against his cbuntry and his @urly faith. The affections of the
populace und soldiery were gradially alicnated from him. und
a deep conspirncy concerted for his destruttion. In the
month of February, 1485, El Zagal suddenly appeared beforg
Abueria, at the head of, a troop of horse.  The alfaquis were
]ﬁrepared for his arrival, and the gates were thrown open to

im. 1lc cntered, with his band, and galloped to the gitadel.
The aleayde would have made resistance; but the garrison
put him to death, and received El Zagal with®acclamations.
-El Zagal rushe@ through the apartnfents of the alcazar, bus
e sought in vain for Boabdfl. Hec®found the sultana Ayxa
Ia Horra in one of the saloons, with ¥ . Ahagete, a younger
brother of the monarch, a valiant Abencerrage, and several
attendants, who rallied round them to protect them. “ Where
is the traitor Boabdil ?” exclaimed *El Z‘agal. *“I know no
traitor more perfidiousthan thyself,” exclaymed the intrepid
sultana : *“and I trust my son 18 in Safety, to take vengeance
on thy treason.” The rage of  El Zagal was without bounds,
when he learned that his intended vietim had escaped. In
his fury he sjew thre prince, Ben Ahagete ;* and his.followers

I
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fell upon and massacced the Abencerrage and attendants, As
to the proud sultana, she was Dorne away prisoncr, and loaded
with revilings ; as having uplicld her son in his rebellion, and
fomented a civil war. .

The unfortunate Boabdil had been apprized of his danger
by a faith€ul soldier, just in time to make his escape. Throw-
ing himself on one of the fleetest horses of his siables, and
followed by a handful of adherents, he had galloped, in the
confusion, éut of the gates of Almeria.  Several of the cavalry
of P%l-‘Zagal, who were stationed without the walls, perceiyed
his flight, and attempted to pursue him. Their horses were
jaded with travel, and he soon left them far behind.. But
whither was he do fly? Kvery fortress and castle in the
kingdom ‘was closed against him. Ile knew not whom
among the Moors toetrust; for they had been taught to detest
him, as a traitor and an apostate. 1le had no gliermative
but to seck refuge among the Christians, his ?wroditary
encmies. With a heavy beart, he turned his horse’s head
towards Cordova. 1Ie had to lurk, like a fugitive, through a
part of his own dominions'; nor did he feel himself sccure
until he had passed the frontier, and beheld the mduntain
barrier of his country towering behind him.  Then it was
that he beeame conscious of hischumilinting state ; a fugitive
from his throne ; an outeast from his nation ; a king without
a kingdom. IIc smote his’breast in an agony of gricf. ¢ Xivil
indeed,” exclnimed he, * was the day of my birth; and truly
was I named Kl Zogoybi, the unlucky !”

He cntered the gates of Cordova with downcast counten-
ance, and with a train of only forty followers. The sovereigns
were absent ; but the cavaliers of Andalusia manifested that
sympathy in the misfortunes of the monarch, that becomes
men of lofty and chivifrous souls. They reveived him with
great distinction, attcuded him' with the utmost courtesy;
and he was honourably entertained by the civil and military
commanders of that ancient city.

In the meantime, El Zagal put a new alcayde over
Almerin, to govern in tlfe name of his brother ; and, having
strongly garrisongd the place, he repzired to Malaga, where
an attack of the Christtns was apprehended. The young
monarch being driven out of the land, and the ald monarch
blind ard bed-ridden, El Zagal, at the head of the armies,
was virtwally-the¢sovereign of Granada. The,people were
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pleased with having a new idol fo look wp to, and a new name
to shout forth ; and Fl Zagal was hailed with acclamations,
as the main hope of the naion.

CHAPTER XXIX. * .

TaE great effect of the battering ordnance, in demolishifg
the Moorish fortresscs, in sthe, preceding year, induced King
Ferdinand to procure a powcrful train for the clmpaign of
1485; in the course of which he resolved to assault somg of
the most formidable holds of the enemy. An army of nine
thousand cavalry and twenty thousand mfantry assembled at
Cordova early in the spring; and the kingetook the field on
the 5th of April. It had been determined in scerdt council,
to attack the city of Malaga, that ancient and important
seaport, qun which Granada depended for foreign aid and
supplics. It was thought proper previously, however, to get
possession of various towns and fertresses in the valleys of
Santa Maria and Cartama, through.\vhich pass the roads to
Malaga. , .

The first place assailed was the town of Benamaquex. It
had submitted to the Catholic sovercign$ in the preceding
year, but had since renouncct. its allegiance. King Ferdinand
was enraged at the rebellion of the inhabitants. “I will
make their punishmnent,” said he, & terror to others ; they
shall be loyal through force, if not through faith.” Th
place was carried by storm ; onc hundred and eight of the
principal inhabitants were ‘cither put to the sword or hanged
on the battlements. The rest were carried into captivity.*

The towns of Coin and Cartama were besieged on the same
day ; the first by a division of the army led on by the Marquis
of Cadiz; the stcond by another difision, commanded by
Don Alonzo de Aguilar, and Luis Férnandez Puerto Carrero,
the brave senior of Palma. The king, with the rest of the
army, remained posted between the two places, to render
assistance to cither division. The batteriesgopened upon
both places at the samec time; ahd the thunder of the

*lombards was nutuallp heard from onc capp to the other.
The Moors made frequent sallies, arftl,a valiant defence ; but
thgy .were oonfounded by the tremendous uproar of the
batterics, ant *the destruction of their walls. In the mean-

*gPulgar. Garibay. Cura de los P'atacios. 9 . :
. L
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time, the alarm fires* gathered together the Moorish moun-
taineers of the Serrania, who .assembled in great numbers in.
the city of Monda, about a league;from Coin. .
They made several attempts to enter the besieged town,
Dbut in vain; they.were cach time intercepted and driveh
back by the Christians,; and were reduced to. gaze at a
distance, in despair, on the destruction of the place. While
thus sitnated, there rode onc dayinto Monda a fierco ani
haughty Moorish chicftain, at the head of a band of swarthy
African horsemen : it was Hamet el Zegri, the fiery spirited
alcayde of Ronda, at the head of his band of Gomeres.
e had not yet rccovered from the rage and mortifieation of
Lis defeat, on the banks of the Lopera, in the disastrous foray
of Old Bexir, when he had been obliged to steal back to his
thountaing, with thé loss of his bravest followers. He had
ever since panted for revenge. He now rode among the host
of warriors assembled at Monda. ¢ Who among you,” cried
he, « fecls pity for the worien and children of . Coin, exposed
to captivity and death ?  Whoever he is, et him follow me,
who am ready to dic as a Moslem for the relief of Moslems
So saying, he scized a white banmer, and, waving it over his
- head, rode forth from the town, followed by the Gomeres.
Mauny of the warriors, roused BY his words and' his example,
spwred resolutely after his banner. The people of Coin,
being prepared for this attempt, sallied forth as they saw the
white banner, and made an attack upon the Christian cump ;
and, in the confusion of the moment, Hamet and his followers
lloped into the gates. This reinforcement animated the
%?‘si(‘g\'d, and Hamet exhorted them to hold out obstinately
in defence of life and the town. ' As the Gomeres werc
veteran warriors, the more they were attacked, the harder
they fought. ¢ . <t .
At length, a great breach was made in the walls; and
Ferdinand, who was impatient of 1he resistance of the place,
ordered the Duke of Naxera and the Count of Benavente to
enter with thelr treops ; and, as their forees wero not sufficient,
he sent word to Luis de Cerda, Duke of Medina Celi, to send
a part of his people to their assistance! : :
_ 'The feudd] pride of the duke was roused at this demand.
_“Tell my lord the king,” said the haughty grandce, **that I .
have come to succour him with my household frobps. If m
people are ordered to any place, I amto go withathem ; but, if
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I am to remain in the camp, thgy musteremain with me: for
.troops ‘eannot serve without their commander, noi their com-
mander without his troops;” .

The reply of the high-spirited grandee perplexed the cautious
Ferdinand, who kuew the jealous pride of, his powerful nébles.
in the meantime, the people of the camp, having made all

reparations for the assault, were impatient to be'led forwatd.
%pon this Pero Ruyz de Alarcon put himself at their head,
and, seizing their mantas, or portable bulwarks, and their
‘other defences, they made a gallant assault, and fought their
way in at the breach. Jhe Moors were so overcome by the
furyof their assault, that they retreated fighting to the square
of the town. Pero Ruyz de Alarcon thouyght the place was
carricd, when suddenly Hamet and his Gomeres carfle scouring
through the streets, with wild war cries, and fell furiously
upon thedChristians. The latter were, in their turn, beaten
back; and, while attacked in front by the Gomeres, were
assailed by the inhabitants witheall kinds of missiles, from
their roofs and windows. 'They at length gave way, and re-
treated shrough the breach. Pero®Ruyz de Alarcon still main-
tained his ground in one of the principal streets. The few
cavaliers that stood by him urged him tofly! < No,” said he,
“1 came Lére to fight, an¥ not to fly!” " IIe was prescntly
surrounded by the “Gomeres.  Ilis companions fled for their
lives. Before they fled, they saw him covered with wounds,
but still fighting desperately for the fame of a good cavalier #

The resistance of ghe, inhabitants, though aided by the

-valdur of the Gomeres, was of no avail. The battering ar-
tillery of the Christians demolished their walls; compustibles
were thrown into their town, which sct it on_fire in various
places, and they were at length compelled® to capitulate.

* They were pefmitted to depart with their cffects, and the
Gometes with their arms. * llamef el Zegri and his African
band sallied forth, and rode proudly through the Clristian
camp ; nor could the Spanish cavaliers refrain from regarding
with admiration that haughty warrior, and his devoted and
dauntless adherents, ° ’

"The capture of Cofn was accompanied Ry that of Cartama.
The fortifieations of the lutter wele, repaired and garrisoned ;
but, Coin being too extensiveg to be defended by a moderate
foree, its Walls were demolished. The siege of these places

* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 42, *
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struck such terror into the surrounding coumtry, that the
Moors of many of the neighbouring towns abandoned their-
homes, and fled, with such of their.effcets as they could carry
away ; upon which the king guve orders to demolish their
walld and towers. |

King Yerdinand now left his camp and his heavy artillery
nefir Cartama, and procecded with his lighter troops to recon-
noitre Malaga. By this time the secret plan of attack, ar-
ranged in the council of war at Cordova, was known to all the
world, The vigilant warrior, E1 Zagal, had thrown himself
into the place. 1le had put all the fortifications, which were
of vast strength, into a statc of defence, and had sent orders
to the alcaydes ofithe mountain towns to hasten with their
forces to his assistance.

The very day that: Ferdinand appeared before the place, El
Zagal sallied forth to receive him, at the head of acthousand
cavalry, the choicest warriors of Granada. A hot skirmish
took.place among the gardens and olive trees near the city.
Many were killed on both sides, and this gave the Christians
a sharp forctaste of what they might expect, if they attempted
to besiege the place.

‘When the skirmjish was over, the Marquis of Cadiz had a
private conference with the king~ He represented the diffi-
culty of besieging Malaga with their present force, especially
ag their plans had been discovered and anticipated, and the
whole country was marching over the mountains to oppose

em. The marquis, who had sceret intelligence from all

s, had received a letter from Juceph Xerife, a Mobr of
Ronda, of Christian lincage, apprizing him of the situation of
that important place and its garrison, which at that moment
1aid it open to attack ; and the marquis was urgent with the
king to seize upon this ‘critical moment, and secure a place,
which was one of the most powerful Moorish fortresses on the
frontiers, and, in the hands of Hamet el Zegri, had been the
scourge of Andnlusia. The good marquis had another motive
for his advice, hecoming a truc and loyal knight. In the
decp dungceons of Ronda linguished several of his companions
in arms, who had been captured in the defeat in the Axarquia.
To break their chains, and restore them to liberty and light,
he felt to be his peculiar duty, as one of those who had most
promoted that disastrous enterprise. -

King Ferdinand listened to the advice of the marquis. He
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knew the importance of Ronda,which was considered one of
the keys of the kingdom of Gragada ; and he was disposed to
punish the inhabitants, for, the aid they had rendered to the
garrison a} Coin. The sicge of Malaga, therefore, was aban-
doned for the present, and preparations made for a rapid and
sccret move agginst the city of Ronda.

CHAPTER XXX.

Tue bold Hamet cl Zegri, the aleayde of Ronda, hagl re-
turncd sullenly to his strong-hold after the surrender of Coin. .
He Itad fleshed his sword in battle with the Christians; but
his thirst for vengeance was still unsatisficd. Hamet gloried
in the strength of his fortress and the valour of his people. A
fierce and warlike populace was at his eommand ; his signal
fires wowld summon all the warriors of the Serrania; his
Gomeres almost subsisted on the spoils of Andalusia; and in
the rock on which his fortress wasbailt were hopeless dungeons,
filled with Christian captives, who had been carried off by
these war hawks of the mountains. .

Ronda was considered as impregnable. It was situate in
the heart of the wild and rugged mountaifs, and perched upon
an isolated rock, crested byYa strong citadel, with triple walls
and towers. A deep ravine, or rather u perpendieular chasm
of rocks, of frightful depth, surrounded three parts of the city ;
through this flowed the Rio Verde, or Green River. Thepe
were two suburbs to thecity, fortified by walls and towers,.
and’almost inaccessible, frowm the natural asperity of the rocks.
Around this rugged “city were deep rich valleys, sheltered by
the mountains, refreshed by constant streams, gbounding with
grain, and the most delicious fruits, and yielding verdant
meadows; in which was rearcd a rnowned breed of horses,
the best in the whole kingdom for’a foray.

Hamet el Zegri had scarcely returned to Ronda, when he
received intelligence, that the Christian army was marching to
the siege of Malaga, and orders from El Zagal to send troops
to his assistance. Hamet sent a part of his garrison for that.
purpose. In the mfantime, he meditated an expedition to
which he was stimulated by pride dnd revenge. All Andalusia
was now ' drained of its trgops: there was an opportunity,
therefore,’ f0r an inroad, by which he might wipe ont the dis-
grace of hiv defeat at ¥he battle of Lopers®  Apprehending no
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danger to his mountsin city, now that the storm of war had
passed down into the vega of Malaga, he left but o remnant of
his garrison to man its walls ; and, putting himself at the head
of liis band of Gomeres, swept down suddenly into® the plains
of Andalusia. Ile. carecred, almost without. resistance, over
those vast campifias, or pasture lands, which form a part of
the domains of the Duke of Medina Sidonia. In vain the
bells were rung, and the alarm fives kindled; the band -of
Hamet had passed by before any foree could be assembled ;
and was ouly to be traced, like a hurricane, by the devastation
it bad made. :

Hamet regnined in safety the Serrania de Ronda, exulting
in his successful irroad. - The mountain glens were filled with
long droves of cattle, and flocks of sheep, from the campiias
of Medina Sidonia. There were mules, too, laden with the
plunder of the villages; and every warrior had same costly
spail of jewels for his favourite mistress. .

As El Zegri drew ncar o Ronda, he was roused from his
dream of triumph by the sound of heavy ordnance, bellowing'
through the mountein defiles. His hemt misgave him: he
put spurs to his horse, and galloped in advance of his Ingging
cavalgada. As he proceeded, the noise of the ordnance in-
creqwsed, echoing from cliff to clitf.  Spwrring his horse up a
eragey height, which commanded an extensive view, he beheld,
to his consternation, the country about Ronda white with the
tents of a besieging army. The royal standard, displayed
before a proud cncampment, showed that Ferdinand himself
was present ; while the incessant blaze and thunder of artiliery,
and the, vohunes of overhanging smoke, told the work of
destruction that was going on.

The royal army had succeeded in coming upon Ronda by
surprise, during the abselice of its aleayde, and most of its gar-
rison; but its inhabitants were warlike, and defended them-
selves bravely, trusting that Hamet and his Gomeres would
soon return to their assistance. : .

The funcied gtrength of their bulwarks had been of little
avail against the batteries of the besicgers. In the spuce of
four days, three towers, and great massts of the walls which
defended the suburbs, werc battered down, and the suburbs
taken and plundered. Lombards and other heavy ordnancp
were now, levelled at the walls of the city, and stones and
missiles of all kindsaurled into the strets. The wery rock on
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which the city stood shook with the thunder of the artillery ;
.and the Christian captives, deep within its dungeous, hatled
the sound as the promise of deliverance.

When Hamet ¢l Zegri Beheld his city thus surrounded and
arsailed, he called upon his men to follow him, and make a
desperate attempt to cut their way through toeits relief.
They proceeded stealtlily through the mountains, until they
came to the nearest heights above the Christian camp.  When
night fell, and part of the army was sunk in®sleep, they
doscended. the rocks, and rushing suddenly upon the weakest
part of the camp, cndeavowred to break their way thrdugh,
and gain the city. The camp was too strong to be forced ;
they were driven back to the crags of the mountains, whence
they defended themselves by showering down «darts, and
stones upon their pursuers. . e .

Hameg now lighted alarm fires about the heights ; his stan-
dard was joined by the neighbouring mountaineers, and by
troops from Malaga. 'Thus reigforced, he made repeated
assaults upon the Christians, cutting oft' all stragglers from
the camp. All his attempts, however, to force his way into
the cify were fruitless. Many of his bravest men were slain,
and he was obliged to retrcat into the fastyesses of the
mountains, * . . .

In the meanwhile, the distress,of Ronda was howrly in-
creasing. The Marquis of Cadlz, having possession of .the
suburbs, was enabled to approach to the very foot of the per-
pendicular precipice, rising from the river, on the summit 8f
whieh the city is built. At the foot of this rock is a living
fountain of limpid water, gushing into a great natural basin.
A sccret mine led down from within the eity to this fountain,
by several hundred steps, cut in the solid rotk. From this

+ the city obtaifed its chief supply 8f water ; and the steps
were deeply worn by the wary fect of Christian captives em-
ployed in the painful labour. The Marquis of Cadiz dis-
covered this subterrancan passage, and directed his pionecrs
to countcrmine it through the solid body of the rock. They
pierced to the shaft ; and, stopping it up, deprived the city of
the benefit of this prévious fountain. .

While the brave Marquis'of Cadiz was thus pressing the
gego with.zeal, and glowing, with the gencrous thoughts ‘of
soon delivertg his companions in arms from the Mogrish dun-
geous, far other were the feelings of the alcayde, Hamet el Zegri.
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He smote his breast, and gnashed his teeth, in impotent fury,
as he beheld, from the mountain cliffs, the destruction of the-
city. Every thunder of the Christian ordnance seemed to
batter against his heart. He saw tower after tower“tumbling
by day, and at night the city blazed like a voleano. ** ‘They
fired not merely stones from their ordnance,” says a chroni-
clek of the times, “but likewisc great balls of iron, east in
moulds, which demolished every thing they struck.” They
threw also Lalls of tow, steeped in pitch and oil and gun-
powder, which, when once on fire, were not to.be extim-
guished, and which set the houscs in flames.

Great was the horror of the inhabitants. They knew not
where to flee for srefuge: their houses were in a blaze, or
shattered by the ordnance. The streets were perilous, from
the falling ruins and the bounding balls, which dashed to
picces everything they encountered. At night athe city
looked like a fiery furnace: the eries and wailings of the
women were heard between the thunders of the ordnance,
and reached even to the Moors on the opposite mountains,
who answered them by yells of fury and despair.

All hope of external succour being at an end, the inhabi-
tants of Ronda were*compclled to capitulate. Ferdinand was
easily prevailed upon to grant thém favourable terms. The
place was capable of longer resistance; and he feared for the
safety of his camp, as the forces were daily augmenting on
the mountaing, and making frequent assaults. The inha-
bitants were permitted to depart with their effects, either to
Barbary or elsewhere ; and those who chose to reside in Spuin
had lands ascigned them, and were indulged in the exercise of
their religion.

No sooner did the place surrender, than detachments were
sent to attack the Moors; who hovered about ‘the neighbour-
ing mountains. Hamct ef Zegri, however, did not remain, to
try a fruitless battle. Ile gave up the game as lost, and
retreated with his Gomercs, filled with grief and rage, but
trusting to fortyne to give him future vengeance.

The first care of the good Marquis of Cadiz, on entering
Ronda, was to deliver his unfortunate- companions in arms
from the dungcons of the fortress. What a difference in their
looks, from the time, when, flushed with health and hope, and
arrayed in military pomp, they had sallied forth’ upon the
mountain forax. Many of them were almost naked, with
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irons at their ankles, and beards reaching to their waists.
Their meeting with the marqis was joyful, yet it had the
look of grief; for their joy whs mingled with many bitier
recollections. There was 4n immensc number of other eap-
tives, among whom werc scveral young®men of noble fanilies,
who, with filial piety, had surrendered themsclveg prisoners
in place of theif fathers. . . [

The captives were all grovided with mules, and sent to the
queen at Cordova. The humhne heart of Isabella melted at
thg sight of the piteous cavaleade. They were all supplied
by her with food and raiment, and money to pay their
expenses to their homes. Their chains were hung as pious
trophies against the exterior of the church of St. Juan de los
Reyes in Toledo, where the Christian travefler mays regale his
cyes with the sight of them at this very day.

Among, the Moorish captives was a young infidcl maiden ‘of
great beauty, who desired to become a Christian, and to
remain in Spain.  She had been ipspired with the light of the
true faith, through the ministry of a young man, who had
been a gaptive in Ronda. He was anxigus to complete his
good work by marrying her. The queen consented to their
pious wishes, having first taken care, that the young maiden
should be properly pwrified by the holy sacrament of baptism.

¢ Thus this pestilent nest of warfare and infidelity, the city
of Ronda,” says the worthy Fruay *Antonio Agapida, * was
converted to the truc faith by the thunder of our artillery.
An example which was soon followed by Casanbonelas, Alis-
bella, and other towns®in® these parts; insomuch tHat, in the
course of this expedition, no less than seventy-two places
were rescued from the vile scet of Mahomet, and plactd under
the benignant domination of the cross.” o

[

CHAPTER XXXI.

THE people of Granada were a versatile, unsteady race,
and exceedingly given to make and unmaje kings. They
had, for a long time, vacillated ‘betwéen old Muley Aben
Hassen and his son, ®Boabdil el Chico; sqmetimes setting up
the one, sometimes the other, and. gometimes both at once,
ageording to the pinch and pressure of extcrnal evils. 'They
found, hofréver, that the cvils still’ went on incrpasing, in
defiance ofeevery change; and® were at™their wits' end to
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devise some new combination or arrangement, by which' an
efficient government might be wrought out of two bad kings. :

‘When the tidings arrived of the fall of Ronda, and the con-
sequent ruin of the frontier, a tumultuous assemblage took
place in one of the public squares. As usual, the people
attributeds the misfortunes of the country exclusively to the
fadlts of their rulers: for the populace never imagine, that
any part of their miseries can originate with themselves. A
crafty “alfaqui, named Alyme Mazer, who had watched the
current of their discontents, rose, and harangued them.

“ You have been choosing and changing,” said he, ¢ be<
tween two monarchs ; and who and what are they. Muley
Aben Hassan for gne; a man worn oul by age and infirmi-
ties ; unalsc to sally forth against the foe, even when ravaging
to the very gates of .the city: and Boabdil el Chico for the
other; an apostate, a traitor, a deserter from his throne, a
fugitive among the encmics of his nation ; a man fated to mig-~
fortune, and proverbially nymed ¢ the unlucky.’

“In a time of overwhelming war, like the present, he only
is fit to sway a sceptre, who can wicld a sword. Would you
seck such a man?  You need not look far. Allah has sent
such a one, in this thne of distress, to retrieve the fortunes of
Granada. You alrcady know whom T mean. Tou know it
can be no other than your general, the invineible Abdalla;
whose surname of El Zaghl has become a watchword in
battle, rousing the courage of the faithful, and striking terror
ihio the unbelievers.”

The multitude received the words of the alfaqui with aecla-
mations ; they were delighted with the idea of a third king
over Granada; and Abdallu cl Zagal, being of the royal
family. and alrtady in the virtual exereise of royal power, the
measure had nothing in it that appeared cither'rash or violent.
A dcputation was therefore sext to K1 Zagal at Muluga,
inviting him to repair to Granada, to receive the erown.

Ll Zagal expressed great surprise and repugnance, when
the mission wag announced to him; and nothing but his
patriotic zeal for the public safety, and his fraternal eagerness
to relicve the aged Aben Ilassan from whe cares of govern-
ment, prevailed upon him fo accept the offer of the crown.
Leaving, therefore, Rodovan de Vancgas, one of the bravest
Moorish generals, in command of Malaga, he departed for
Granada, attende:d bey three htndred trusty cavaligrs.
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0ld Muley Aben Hassen did pot waits for the arrival of his
brother. Unable any longer to butfet with the storms of the
‘times, his only solicitude was to scek some safe and quiet har-
bour of veposc. In one of fhe decp valleys which indent the
Mediterranean coast, and which are shut up, on the landside,
hy stupendous mountains, stood the little city of Almunccar.
The valley was watered by the river*Frio, and abounded with
fruits, with grain, and with pasturage. The city was strongly
fortified ; and the garrison aud alcayde were dewbted to the
old monarch. ‘T'ms was the place chosen by Muley Aben
Hassan for his asylnm.  His first care was to send thithdr all
his srcasures; his next. to take refugo there himself; his
third, that his sultana Zorayna, and their, two sons, should
follow him. .

In the meantime, Muley Abdalla ol Zagal pursued Lis
journey tgwards the capital, attended by his three hundred
cavaliers.  The road from Malaga to Granada winds close by
Albama, and is commanded by thgt fortress.  This had been
a most perilous pass for the Moors during the time that
Alhamagwas commanded by the Tount de Tendilla. Not a
traveller could escape his cagle eye; and his garrison was
over ready for a sully. The Count de Tendilla, however, had
been relievéd from this arous post, and it had been given
in charge to Don Guticre de Padilla, clavero, or treasurer of
the order of Calatrava, an casy, inddlgent man, who had with
him three hundred gallant knights of his order, beside other
wercenary troops.  The garrison had fallen off in disciplin®;
theecavaliers were hardy in fight and daring in foray, but
confident in themselves, and negligent of proper precautions.
Just before the journcy of Kl Zagal, a number of" these cava-
licrs, with scveral soldiers of fortunc of the Lvarrison, in all
one hundred ahd seventy men, had sallicd forth to harass the
Moorish country during fts prestnt distracted state; and
having ravaged the valleys of the Sierra Nevada, or snowy
mountains, were returning to Alhama in gay spirits, and laden
with booty.

As El Zagal passed through the' neigﬁbouﬁxood of Alhama,
he recollceted the #ncient perils of the goad, and sent light
corredors in advance, to inspect ach rock and ravine where a
foc might-lurk in ambush,  One of thesc scouts, overlookiug
a narrow viflley, which opened upon the road, deserjeda troop
of Lorscmen on the banks of a little strévm.« They were dis-
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mounted, and had fdken the, bridles from their steeds, that
that they might erop the fresh grass on the banks of the
river. The horsemen were scattered about, some reposing
in the shade of rocks and trées, others gambling for
the ‘spoil they had taken. Not a sentinel was posted
to, keep 'guard; everything showed the perfect sccurity
of men who consider themselves beyond the reach of
danger. ,ov

These cafcless cavaliers were, in fact, the knights of Cala-
travg, with a part of their companions in arms, returning’
from their foray. A part of their foree had passed on with
the cavalgada; ninety of the principal cavaliers Lad halted,
to repose and refresh themsclves in this valley. El Zagal
smiled with ferocious joy when he heard of their negligent
sceurity. ¢ IIere wel be trophics,” said he,  to grace our
eniranceinto Alhambra.” Approaching the valley with cautious
silence, he wheeled into it at [ull speed at the head of his
troop, and attacked the Christiuns so suddenly and furiously
that they had not time to put the bridles upon their horses, or
even to leap into the saddles.  They made a confused but
valiant defence, fighting among the rocks, and in the rugged
bed of the river.  Their defence was uscless ; seventy-nine
were slain, the remaining eleven Were taken prisoners.

A party of the Moors gallgped in pursuit of the cavalgada;
they soon overtook it, winding slowly up a hill. The horse-

cn who convoyed it, pereeiving the enemy at a distance,
made their escape, and left the spoil to be retaken by the
Moors. ¢

El Zagal gathered together his captives and his booty, and
procceded, elate with success, to Granada.  He paused before
the gate of Elvira, for as yet he had not been proclaimed king.
This ccremony was immidiately performed ; for the fame of
his recent exploit had preeeded him, and had intoxicated the
minds of the giddy populace. )

He cntered Granada in a sort of triumph. The eleven
captive knights,of Calatrava walked in front. Next were

ded the ninety captured steeds, bearing the armour and

weapons of their late owners, and mountéd by as many Moors.
Then came seventy Moorish horsemen, with as many Christian
heads hanging at their saddle-bows. Muley Abdalla ¢l Zaga!
followed, rurrounded by a number of distinguichéd cavaliers,
richly attired; #nd fhe pageant was closed by a tong caval-
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gada of the flocks aud herds, and other booty, recovered from
jhe Christians.*

The populace gazed with alinost savage triumph at these
captive cavaliers and thedgory heads of their companions,
knowing them to have been a part of the formidable gartison
of Albama, so long the scourge of Granada and the terror of
the vega. They hailed this petty triumph as an auspicidus
opening of the reign ofetheir new monarch. For several
days the names of Muley Aben llassan and Boabtlil el Chico
wege never mentioned but with contempt, and the whole
city resounded with the praises of El Zagal, or ® the
valiant.”

CHUAPTER XXXII,

.

THE clgvation of a bold and active veteran to the throne of
Granada, in place of its late bedridden king, made a vast
difference in the aspeet of the wag, and ealled for some blow
that should dash the confidence of the Moors in their new
monarch, and animate the Christiahs to fipsh exertions.

Don’ Diego de Cordova, the brave Count de Cabra, was at
this time in his castle of Vacna, whercehe kept a wary eyc
upon the fjvntier. It wa* now the latter part of August;
and he grieved that the summer should pass away without any
inroad iuto the country of the foe. *°1I¢ sent out his scouts on the
prowl], and they brought him vord that the important post of
Moclin was but weakly garrisoned. 'T'his was a castellated towf)
stromgly situate upon 4 hfzh mountain, partly surrounded by
thick forests, and parily girdled by a river. It defended one
of the rugged and solitary passes by which the Cliristiuns
were wont to make their inroads, insomuch fhat the Moors,

.in their figurati¥c way, denominatedeit the shicld of Granada.

The Count de Cabra sent word to the monarchs of the
feeble state of the garrison, and gave it as his opinion that by
a sceret and rapid cxpedition the place might be surprised.
King Ferdinand asked the advice of his coupgsellors. Some
cautioned him against the sanguine® temprament of the Count
and his heedlessness of danger. Moclin, they observed, was
near to Granada, and might be firomptly reinforced. The
opinion of. the count, howeyer, prevailed; the king, con-

* Zurita, 1i¥. xx. ¢. 62.  Mariana, Hist. Espatia, Arbads, Aunales
do Aragon. o LY e
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ridering him almost infallible in matters of border warfare
sinee his capture of Boabdil el Chico.

The king departed from Cordova, therefore,-and took post
at Alcala la Real. for the purpost of being near o Moclin.
The' queen also proéeeded to Vacna, accompanied by her
children, Prince Juan and the Princess Isabella, and her great
cdunsellor in all matters, public aud private, spiritual and
temporal, the vencrable Grand Carcinal of Spain.

Nothing could cxceed the pride and satisfaction of the
loyal Count de Cabra when he saw this stately train windjng
along the dreary mountain roads, and entering the gates of
Vacna. Ile received his royal guests with all due ceremony,
and lodged them_ in the best apartments that the warrior
castle afforded, being the same that had formerly been oceu-
picd by the royal eaptive Boabdil.

King Ferdinand bad concerted a wary plan to ensure
the success of the enterprise.  The Count de Cabra and Don
Martin Alonzo de Montemgyer were to set fouth with their
troops, &0 as to reach Moclin by a certain hour, and to inter-
cept all who should. attempt to enter, or should sally from,
the town.  The master of Calatrava, the troops of the Grand
Cardinal, commandvd by the Count of Buendia, and the
forces of the Bishop of Jacen, led by that belligerent prelate,
amounting in all to four thousand horse and six thousand
fout, were to set off in time*to co-operate with the Count de
Cabra, so as to surround the town.  The king was to follow
¥vith his whole foree. and encamp before the place.

And here the worthy Padre Fray Antonio Agapida bveaks
forth into u triumphant eulogy of the pious prelates who thus
mingled personally in thesc scenes of warfare. ¢ As this
was @ holy criisade,” says he, *“undertaken for the advance-
ment of the faith and<the glory of the church, so was it
always countepanced ana upheld by saintly men. For the
victories of their most Catholic majesties were not followed,
like those of more worldly sovercigns, by erectfng castles
and towers, and appointing aleaydes and garricons, but
by founding of convents and cathedrals, and the establish-
ment of wealthy  bishopries.  Wherefore their majes-
ties were always srrroundgd, in court or camp, in the cabinet
or in the field, by a crowd of ghostly advisers, inspiriting
them to ghe prosccution of this most righteous war. Nay,
the holy men of the church did not scruple, at times, to buckle
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on the cuirass over the cassocl, to excHange the crosier for

,the lance; and thus, with cerporal hands, and temporal

weapouns, to fight the good fight of the faith.”

But torreturn from thisichapsody of the worthy friar. The
Count de Cabra, being instructed in the complieated arrange-
ments of the king, marched forth at midnight, to exdeute the
punctually. e led his troops by the little river, which win
below Vaena, and so upsthe wild defiles of the mountains s
marching all night, and stopping ouly in the Reat of the
foJlowing day, to repose under the shadowy cliffs of a decp
barranca, calculating to arrive at Moclin exactly in time to
co-operate with the other forecs.

The troops had scurcely stretched themgelves on the carth
to take repose, when a scout arrived, bringing word that El
Zagal had suddenly sallied out of Grapada, with a strong
force, and bad encamped in the vicinity of Moclin. It was

lain th2 the wary Moor had reccived information of the

intended attack. This, however, was not the idea that pre-
sented itsclf to the mind of the’Count de Cabra. 1le had
captured one king; here was a €air opportunity to secure
another® What a triumph to lodge a second captive monarch
in his castle of Vacna! What a prisonar to deliver into the
hands of his royal mistres¢! Fired with the thought, the
good count forgot all the arrangements of the king; or,
rather, blinded by former success, ke trusted everything to
courage and fortune, and thought that, by one bold swoop, he
might again bear off the royal prize, and wear his laurclw
without competition. «Has only fear was that the master of
Caldtrava, and the belligerent bishop, might come up in time
to share the glory of the victory. So ordering every*one to
horse. this hot-spirited eavalier pushed on for Moclin, without
allowing his tropps the necessary timg for repose.*

The evening closed as the, count grrived in the neighbour-
hood of Moclin, It was the full of the moon, and a bright
and cloudless night.  The count was marching through onc
of those deep valleys or ravines, worn in the Spanish moun-
tains by the brief but tremendous torrgnts,ewhich prevail
during the autumnal rains. It was walled, on hoth sides, by
lofty and almost perpéhdicular cliffy; but the strong gleams
of moonlight, that penctrated to the bottom of the glen,
glittered on the armour of the squn'dronn, ag: they silently

**Mariany, lib, xxv. ¢, 17, Alarca, Zorita, &e. o,
. ¢ x
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passed through it. Suddenly.the war-cry of the Moors rose
in various parts of the valley, * El Zagal! El Zagal!” was
shouted from every cliff, accompanied by showers of missiles,
that struck down sgveral of thd Christian warribrs. The
count lifted up his eyes, and beheld, by the light that pre-
vpiled, évery cliff glistening with Moorish soldiery. The
deadly shower fell thickly around him; and the shining
armour of his followers made them {air objects for the aim of
the enemy: The count saw his brother Gonzalo struck dead
by his side ; his own horse sunk under him, pierced by four
Moorish lances; and he received a wound in the hand from
an arquebuse. Ile remembered the horrible massacre of the
mountains of Malaga, and feared a similar catastrophe.
There wa8 ng time to pause. Ilis brother’s horse, freed from
kis slaughtered rider, was running at large; seizing the reins,
he sprang into the saddle, called upon his men to follow him,
and, whecling round, retrcated out of the fatal valley.

The Moors, rushing down from the heights, pursued the
retreating Christians. The chase endured for a lcague; but
it was a league of rough and broken ground, where the
Christians bad to turn and fight at almost every step. In
these short but fierec combats, the cnemy lost many cavaliers
of nole; but the loss of the Christians was inginitely more
grievous, comprising numbers of the noblest warriors of
Vaena and its vicinity. * Many of the Christians, disabled by
wounds, or cxhausted by fatigue, turned aside, and endea-

“voured to conceal themsclves among rocks and thickets, but

never more rcjoined their comparions ; being slain or,cap-
tured by the Moors, or perishing in their wretched retreats.

The'arrival of the troops, led by the master of Calatrava
and the Bishép of Jaen, put an end to the rout. El Zagal
contented himself with the laurels he bad gained; and,
ordering the trumpets to cull offt his men from the pursuit,
returned in great triumph to Moclin.* )

Queen Tsabella was at Vaena, awaiting in great anxiety,
the result of the expedition. She was in a stately apartment
of the castle, ‘lookiag towards the road that winds through
the mountains from Moclin, and reggrding the watchtowers
that crowned the neighbouring heights, in hopes of favour-
able signals. 'The Prinée and Princess, her children, were
with her, and hef venerable ‘councillor, the grapd cardinel.

‘ * Zugta, lib. xx. ¢, 4. Pulgar, Cronica,
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All shared in the anxiety of theemoment. At length couriers
* were scen riding toward the toswn. They entered its gates;
but, befoge they reached the castle, the nature of their tidings
was known to the quecn! by the shricks and wailings that
rose from the streets below. The messengers were soon fol-
lowed by wounded fugitives, hasteying home to b€ relieveg,
or to die among their friends and families. The whole town
resounded with lamentatlons, for it had lost the ﬂ.owet of its
youth, and its bravest warriors. Isabella was a woman of
courageous soul, but her feelings were overpowered by,the
spectacle of woc which presented itself on every side. Her
maternal heart mourned over the death of so many loyal sub-
jeets, who, so shortly before, had rallied round her with
devoted affection ; and, losing her usual self-comfand, she
sunk into deep despondency. . .

In this gloomy state of mind, a thousand apprehensions
crowded upon her. She drcaded the confideuce which this
success would impart to the Moors. She fearcd, also, for the
important fortress of Athama, the garrison of which had not
been rainforced since its foraging *party had been cut off by
this same El Zagal. On every side the queen saw danger
and disaster, and fearcd that a general®rout was about to
attend the Castilian arms.

The grand cardinal comforted her with both spiritual and
worldly counscl. Ile told her tb rtcollect, that no country
was cver conquercd, withoutl occasional reverses to the con-
querors ; that the Moors were a warlike people, fortified in a®
rough and mountainods country, where “they never could be
conquered by her ancestors; and that, in fact, her armies had
already, in three years, taken more cities than those of any of
‘her predecessors had been able to do in twdlve. He con-
cluded by offehing to take the ficld, with three thousand
cavalry, his own retainers, paid antl maintaingd by himself,
and cither hasten to the relief of Alhama, or undertake any
other expedition her majesty might command. The disercet
words of the cardinal soothed the spirit of the queen, who
always looked to him for consolation, and she®soon recovered
“her usual equanimitye
. Some of the counsellors of Isasbella, of that politic class
who seek fo rise by the faults of others, werce loud-in their
tntures of the rashness of the count. The queen defended
him with prompt generosity. *The enterprise,” %aid she,

_ . X 2
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“was rash ; but not more rasl than that of Lucena, which was
crowned with success, and which we have all applauded, as
the height of heroism. Had the Count de Cabra guccceded
in capturing the uncle, as he did the nephew, who is there
that would not have praised him to the skies '

# The magnanimous words of the queen pnt a stop to all
invidious remarks in her presence; but certain of the
courticrs, who had envied the cowit the glory gained by his
former achievements, continued to magnify, among them-
selves, his present imprudence: and we arc told by Fray
Antonio Agapida, that they sneeringly gave the worthy
cavalier the appellation of “Count de Cabra, the king-
catcher.” @

Ferdinand had reached the place on the frontier called the
Fountain of the King, within three leagues of Moclin, when
he heard of the late disaster. He greatly lamented the preci-
pitation of the count, but forboreto cxpress himself with
severity ; for he knew ths value of that loyal and valiant
cavalicr.* 1le held a council of war, to determine what
coursc was to be pursucd. © Some of his cavalicers advised him
to abandon the attempt upon Moclin, the place being strongly
reinforced, and the" encmy inspirited by his recent victory.
Certain old Spanish hidalgos remitided him, that e had but a
few Castilian troops in his army, without which stanch sol-
diery his predecessors neveér presumed to enter the Moorish
territory ; while others remonstrated, that it would be beneath
the dignity of the king to retiic from an cnterprise on
account of the defeat of a single” cavalier and his retainers.
In thig way the king was distracted by a multitude of couns
sellors; when fortunately a letter from the queen put an end
to his perpléxities.  Proceed we in the next chapter, to
relate what was the purport of that letter.  * ‘

CHAPTER XXXIII.

«“ Harry ase these princes,” cxclaims the worthy Padre
Fray Antonio Agapida, “ who have women and pricsts to
advise them; fos in thess dwelleth the spirit of councill”
‘While Ferdinand and.his captains were confounding each
other in their dcliberations at the Fountain og the Kingea

- . @ Abarca, Anales de Aragon. "
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quict but deep little council of ,war was held, in the state
apartment of the old castle of Vacna, between Queen Tsabella,
the venerable Pedro Gonzalez de Mendoza, grand cardinal of
Spain, antl Don Garcia Osario, the belligerent bishop of Jaen,
This lust worthy prelate, who had excflanged his mitre for a
helm, no soonere beheld the defeat of the enterprise againgt
Moclin, than h¢ turned the reins of his sleck, stall-fed steed,
and hastened back to Vacua, full of a“project for the employ-
ment. of the army, the advdncement of the faith, and the
bepefit of his own diocese. 1le knew, that the actions of the
king werc influenced by the opinions of the queen ; and that
the queen always inclined a listening ear to the counsels of
saintly men.  1le laid his plans, thercefore, with the custom
wisdom of his cloth, {o turn the ideas of tlic quecw into the
proper chauncl; and this was the purport of the worthy
bishop's suggestions.

The bifhopric of Jacn had for a long time been harassed by
two Moorish castles, the scourge and terror of all that part of
the country. 'They were situate ofi the frontiers of the king-
dom of Granada, about four leagwes from Jaen, in a deep,
narrow,*and rugged valley, swrounded Dy lofty mountains.
Through this valley runs the Rio Frio, or,“ cold river,” in a
deep channal, betwcen high precipitous rocks.  On ecach side
of the stréam rise two vast rocks, ncarly perpendicular, within
a stone’s throw of cach other ; blecking up the narrow gorge
of the valley. On the swinmits of these rocks stood the two
formidable castles of Cambil and Albahar, fortificd with bat- e
tlements and towers ef great height and thickness. They
weré connccted together by a bridge, thrown from rock fo
rock across the river. The road which passed through the
valley traversed this bridge, and was completely commanded
by these castles. They stood like gwo giants of romance,

* guarding the pass, and dominating the valley.

The kings of Granada, knowing the importance of these
castles, kopt them always well garrisoned and victualled, to
stand a siege; with flect steeds and hard riders, to forage the
country of the Christians. The warlike gace @ the Abencer-
rages, the troops of the royal houschold, and others of the
choicest chivalry of (franada, made them their strong-holds,
from whence to sally forth on those predatory and yoving
epterprises; which were the delight of the Moorish cavaliers,
As the wealthy bishopric of Jacn lay immediately at
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hand, it suffered more peculiarly from these marauders.
They drove off the fat beeves, and the flocks of sheep from
the pastures, and swept the labourers from the ficld. They
scoured the country to the very gttes of Jaen; so” that the
citizens could not venture from their walls without the risk
of being borne off captive to the dungeons of ‘hese castles.

“The worthy bishop, like a good pastor, beheld, with grief
of heart, his fat biskopric daily waxing leaner and leaner,
and poorer‘and poorer; and his holy ire was kindled at the
thought, that the possessions of the church should thus be at
the mercy of a crew of infidels. '

It was the urgent council of the bishop, therefore, that,the
military force thus providentially assembled in the neigh-
bourhood,~since it was apparently foiled in its attempt upon
Moclin, should be tyyned against these insolent castles, and
the country delivered from their domination. The grand
cardinal supported the suggestion of the bishop, and declared,
that he had long meditated the policy of a measure of the
kind. Their united opinions found favour with the queen,
and she despatched a lctter on the subject to the king. It
came just in time to relieve him from the distraction of &
multitude of counsellors, and he immediately undertook the
reduction of the castles, 2

The Marquis of Cadiz was, accordingly, scnt in advance,
with two thousand horse, to- keep watch upon the garrisons,
and prevent all entrance or exit until the king should arrive
«with the main army and the battering artillery. The queen,
to be near at hand in case of nced, iaoved her quarters to.the
city of Jaen, where she was reccived with martial honours
by the belligerent bishop, who had buckled on his cuirass,
and girded on s sword, to fight in the causc of his diocese.

In the mcantime, thg Marquis of Cadiz rrived in the
valley, and completely shut up the Moors within their walls.
The castles were under the command of Mahomet Lentin ben
Usef, an Abencerrage, and onc of the bravest cavaliers of
Granada. In his garrisons were many troops of the fierce
African tribe of Gomeres. Mahomect Lentin, confident in the
strength of his fortresses, smiled, as he looked down from his
battlements, upon-the Christian cavalry, perplexed in the
rough and narrow valley. - He sext forth skirmishing parties
to -harass them ; and there were:many sharp combafs betwecr.
small parties and sipgle knights ; but the Moors were driven
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back to the castles; and all at{empts t¢ send intelligence of
.their situation to Granada were_ intercepted by the vigilance
of the Marquis of Cadiz.

At length the legions oféhe royal army came pouring, with
fluttering banner and vaunting’ trumpet, along the defile} of
the mountains. ¢#They halted before the castles; but*the king
could not find *room, in the narrow and rugged valley, fo
form his camp: he had ® divide it into three parts, which
were posted on different heights, and his tents wlitened the
sides of the neighbouring hills. 'When the encampment was
formed, the army remained gazing idly at the castles. The
artillery was upwards of four leagues in the rear, and without
artillery all attack would be in vain. o

The alcayde, Mahomet Lentin, knew the nature of the rodd
by which the artillery had to be brought. Tt was merely g
rugged pgth, at times scaling almost perpendicular crags and
precipices, up which it was utterly impossible for wheel
carriages to pass; neither was 13 in the power of mun or
beast to draw up the lombards and other ponderous ordnance.
He felt assured, therefore, that they nevep could be brought
to the-camp; and, without their aid, what could the Christians
effect against his rock-built castles® Ble scoffed at them,
therefore, @ he saw theitents by day, and their fires by
night, covering the surrounding heights. ¢ Let them linger
here a little while longer,” sntd he, “and the autumnal
torrents will wash them from the mountains.”

While the alcayde was thus closely mewed up within his®
walls, and the Christian lay inactive in their camp, he
noticed, one calm autumnal day, the sound of implements of
labour echoing among the mountains, and now and then the
crash of a fallen tree, or a thundering report, #s if some rock
had been heaved from its bed, and, hurled into the valley.
Tho alcayde was on: the battlements of his castle, surrounded
by his knights. ¢ Methinks,” said he, * these Christians are
making war upon the rocks and trees of the mountains, since
they find our castley unassailable.”

The sounds did not cease even.durizg tMe night; every
now and then, the Mporish sentinel, as he paced the battle-
ments, heard some crash echoings among *the heights. The
return of day explained the mystery. Searcely did the sun
shine agaifst the summits of the mountains, than shouts burst
from the cliffs opposite to the castles, gnd were enswered
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from the camp with joyful sound of kettle-drums and
trumpets. -

'The astonished Moors lifted up their eyes, and beheld, as
it were, a torrcnt of war breaking out of a narrbw defile.
There was a multitude of men with pickaxes, spades, and
bars of imon, clearing away every obstacle, while behind them
slowly moved along gréat teams of oxen, dragging heavy
ordnance, and all the munitions of battering warfare.

¢ What «wcannot women und priests effcct, when they unite
in council!” exclaims again the worthy Antonio Agapida.
The queen had held ancther consultation with the grand
cardinal, and the belligerent bishop of Jaen. It was clear,
that the heavy ordnance could never be conveyed to the camp
by the regular rodd of the country, and on this must depend
every hope of success. It was suggested, however, by the
Zealous bishop, that another road might be opened ‘gnrough a
more practicable part of the mountains. gt would be an
undertaking extravagant and chimerical with ordinary means,
and, therefore, unlooked for by the cnemy; but what could
not kings do, who had treasurcs and armies at command ?

The project struck the enterprising spirit of the quecn. Six
thousand men, with pickaxcs, crowbars, and cvery other
necessary implement, were set ¥, work, day aml night, to
break a road through the very centre of the mountains. No
time was to be lost; for. it was rumoured that X1 Zagal was
about to march with a mighty host to the relief of the castles.
oThe bustling Bishop of Jaen ucted as pioneer, to mark the
route and superintend the labourers; and the grand cardinal
took care, that the work should never languish through lack
of mongy.*

“ When kigg’s treasures,” says Fray Antonio Agapida,
“are dispensed by priestly hands, there is no stint, as the
glorious annals of Spain bear witness.” Under the guidance
of these ghosily men, it scemed as if miracles werc effected.

Almost an entirc mountain was levelled, valleys filled up, -
trees hewn down, rocks broken and overturned; in short, -

all the obstacles, which nature had heaped around, entircly

and promptly vanquished. In little more than twelve days

this gigantic work was gecomplished, and the ordnance

dragged to the camp, to the great triumph of the Christians,

and confusion of the Moors. . | o o
* Zurita, Anales de Aragon, lib. xx. c. 64. Puigar, part iil. e, 51,
+ Ibid.

<
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No sooner was the heavy arfillery amived, than it was
disposed in ull haste upon the neighbouring heights. ¥rancisco
Ramirez .de Madrid, the first engineer in Spain, superintended
the batterfes, and soon opgned a destrt.xctive fire upon the
castles. .

When the valinnt alcayde, Mahomet Lentin, found his,
towers tumbling about him, and his bfavest men dashed from*
the walls, without the power of inflicting a wound upon the
foe, his haughty spirit was gréatly cxasperated. ¢®Of what
uvajl,” sgid he, “is all the prowess of knighthood against
these cowardly engines, that murder from afar *

For, a whole day a tremendous fire kept thundering upon
the castle of Albuhar. ‘The lombards discharged large stoncs,
which demolished two of the towers, and alf the batélements

which guarded the portal.  If any Moors gttempted to defend

the walls, or repair the breaches, they were shot down by
ribudoquines, and other small picees of artillery. The
Christian soldicry issued forth from the camp, under cover of
this fire, and, approaching the castles, discharged flights of
arrows and stones through the copenings made by the
ordnance. .

At length, to bring the sicge to a conclusion, Francisco
Ramirey elevated some of ti® heaviest artillery on 2 mount,
that rose in form of a cone or pyramid, on the side of the
river near to Albahar, and commmmmded both castles. This
was an opcration of great skill and excessive labour, but it
was repaid by complete suceess; for the Moors did not dare
to wajt until this terrible battery should discharge its fury.
Satisfied that all further resistance was vain, the valiant
alcayde made signal for a parley. 'The articles of capitudation
were soon arranged ; the aicayde and his garrisen were per-
mitted to returnein safety to the city of Granada, and the
tastles were delivered into the possession of King Ferdinand,
on the day of the festival of St. Matthew, in the month of
September.: They were immediately repaired, strongly garri-
soned, and given in charge to the city of Jacn.

The effccts of this triumph were, immediatly apparent.
Quiet and sccurity onge more sottled upon the bishopric;
the hugbandmen tilled their fieldssin peace, the herds and
flocks fattened unmolested in the pastures, and the vineyards
yidlded corpilent skinsful of resy wine ;- the good bishop en-
Joyed, in the gratitude of his people, the qpprobation of his

-
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conscience, the increase of his revenues, and the abundance
of his table, a reward for all his toils and perils. ¢ This
glorious victory,” exclaims Fray Antonio Agapida, ‘“achicved
by such extraordinary managemént and infinite labour, is a
shining example of what a bishop can cffect for the promo-
tion of <he faith, and the good of his diocesp.”

0 .
. CHAPTER XXXIV.

WaiLE these events were taking place on the nortkern”
frontier of the kingdom of Granada, the important fortress of
Alhama was neglected, and its commander, Don Gutiere de
Padilla, clavero of Calatrava,* reduced to great perplexity :
the remrant of the foraging party, which had been surprised and
 massacred by the fierce El Zagal, when on his way to Granada
to receive the crown, had returned in confusion and dismay
to the fortress ; they could only speak of their own disgrace,
being obliged to abandon their cavalgada, and to fly, pursued
by a superior force. Of the flower of their party, the gallant
knights of Calatraya, wh¢ had remained behind in the valley,
they knew nothing. A few days cleared up the mystery,
and brought tidings of their steeds, led in triumph into the
gates of Granada; and their bleeding heads, ‘borne at the
saddlebows of the warriors of El Zagal. Their fellow knights,
who formed a part of the yarrison, were struck with horror
at the dismal story, and panted to revenge their death ; their
number, however, was too much reduced by this loss to take
the ficld ; for the vega swarmed with*the troops of El Zagal.
They eould not even venture forth to forage for provisions;
and the defeat of the Count de Cabra having interrupted
their customery supplicy, they were reduced to such ex-
trer(ixity, that they had to kill scveral of *their horses for
food. . '

Don Gutiere de Padilla, clavero of Calatrava, the com-
mander of the fortress, was pondering one day over the gloomy
state of affairs, when a Moor was brought before him, who
had applied at the gate for an audience. He bore a budget,
and appeared to be onc of those itinerant merchants, who
wandered about the courtry in thosc days, hanging on the

* Olavero of Calatrava is he who bears the keys of the castle,
convents, and archives of the order. It is an office of great homour
and distirction, ( : ' .
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skirts of armies, to purchase the spoils of-the soldiery, and

who would pretend to sell amulets, trinkets, and perfumes,

but would often draw forth from their wallets articles of great

rarity and value: rich shawlp, chains of gold, necklaces of

pearls and diamonds, and costly gems, th8 plunder of camps

and cities. The Moor approached the clavero with o mys-
terious look. *“ S8nior,” said he, “I would speak with you -
alonc ; I have a precious jewel to dispose of.” I need no

jewels,” said the clavero, abruptly ; take thy waree to the

soldigry.” ¢ By the blood of him who died on the cross,”

exclaimed the Moor, with earnest solemnity, * do not turn %

deaf cpr to my offer: the jewel I have to sell would be

to you of inestimable value, and you alone can be the

purchaser.” ¢ .

The clavero was moved by the earnestness of the Moor, and
perccived, that, under the figurative language common to his
countrymen; he conccaled some meaning of importance. Ilo
made a sign, thercfore, to his attendants to withdraw ; the
Moor looked after them, until the ddor closed ; then advan-
cing cautiously, “ What will you giwe me,” said he, “if I
deliver the fortress of Zalea into your hands ?”’

Zalea was a strong town, about two leagyes distant, which
had long been e hpstile and dsngerous neighbour to Alhama;
its warriors laying frequent ambuseades to surprisc the knights
of Calatrava, when out upon a forage,.and to intercept and
cut off their supplics and cavalgadas.

The clavero looked with mingled surprise and distrust at
this itiperant pedlar, wha thas offered to traffic for a warlike
town. “Thou talkest,” said he, * of selling me Zalea; what
means hast thou of making good the salc?”” * I have a bragher
in the garrison,” replied the Moor, * who for a groper sum
p;ltijd down, will admit a body of trcops by night into the
cltadel.” . .

“ And for a sum of gold, then,” said the clavero, regarding
him withstern scrutiny, ¢ thou art prepared to betray thy
people and thy faith?”

“ I abjure them and their faith,” replied, the eMoor: “my
mother was a Castilian captive; her people shall be my
people, and her religion Ty religion.” . -

The cautious clavero still distrusted the sincerity of this

«mongrel Mogr and piebald Chsistian. ‘What assurance,”
continued he, "have I, that thou wilt dea] more truly with
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me, than with the alcayde of the fortress thou wouldst be-
tray? To me -thou hast no tie of fealty, to him thou' owest
thy allegiance.” o ‘

“J owe him no allegiance 'y, eried the Moor, firc flashing
from his eyes: ¢ the aleayde is a tyrant, & deg! he has
robbed me of my merchundise, strippedsme of my lawful

*booty, and ordered e the bastinado, béeause T dared to
complain. May the curse of Ged light upon me, if'I rest
contented, until I have ample’ vengeance !”

“ Enough,” said the clavero; * I will trust to thj oven-
goance, even more than to thy Christianity.” ’

Don Guticre now summoned a council of his principal
knights. They were all cager for the enterprise, as a mode
of revenging the death of their companions, and wiping off
the stigma cast upon the order by the late defeat. Spies

' were sent to reconuwitre Zalea, and to communicgte with the
brother of the Moor; the sum to be paid as a recompensc
was adjusted, and cvery arrangement made for the cn-
terprise. *

On the appointed nigkt, a party of cavalicrs set out under
the guidance of the Moor. When they came near to Zalea,
their leader bound the hands of the guide behind his back,
and pledged his kuightly word to strike him.dexd on the least
sign of treachery; he then bade him lead the way. It was
midnight when they amrived in silenee under the walls of
the citadel. At a low signal, a ladder of ropes was let down:
Gutierc Mufioz and Pedro de Alvarado were the first to
ascend, followed by half a dozennothers.  They surprised the
guards, cut them down, threw them over the wall, and
gained possession of a tower. The alarm was given, the
whole citadel was in confusion, but already the knights of
Calatrava were in cvery part ; they called do cach other to
remember their brethren massacred in the vailey of the veg’af,
and their bloody heads bome in triumph to Granada. ‘They
fought with sanguinary fury; most of the half-armed and
bewildered garrison were put to the sword; the rest were
taken prisoness ; in an hour they werc masters of the citadel,
and the town submitted of course. They found the magazine
stored with all kinds of provisions,with which they loaded an
immense train of beasts of burden, for the relief of the farjsh-
ing garrison of Athamu. . . N

Thug did the gallant knights of Calatrava gain the strong
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town of Zalea, with searcely any loss, and. atone for the in-
glorious dcfeat sustained by theif companions. Large rein-
forcements and supplies from the sovercigns arriving soon
aftcr, strengthened them in, their own fortress, and cuabled
them to keep posscssion of their new conpuest. This gallang
affair took place z‘;pout the same time as thecapture of Cambil
and Albahar; and these two achievements gave a prosperous!
termination to the chequemd cvents of this important year.
Ferdinand and Isabella retirede*for the winter to Adeada de
Henarcs, where the queen, on the 16th of December gave
birth to the Infanta Catherine, afterwards spouse to Henmy
VIIL ’of England.

CHAPTER XXXV.

TaE personal exploits with which El Zaghl had commenced ¢
his reign, it surprising the knights of Calutrava, and defeating
the Count de Cabra, had given him a transient popularity,
which he had promoted by feasts anfl towrnaments, and other
Kublic rejoicings, in which the Moogs delighted. Knowing,

owever, the uncertain nature of the peopit over whom he

reigned, he feared some capricious revolutign in favour of his

deposed brother, Muley Abap Hassan. That once fiery old

monarch was now blind and bedridden, and lived in a kind of
durance in the city of Almuncgar. , Hg was treated, however,

with deference and attention, for the garrison had been
originally appointed by himsclf. El Zagal, having now a

little leisure during the,interval of the campaigns, became

suddeiily solicitous about the death of his brother, and had

him removed to Salobrefia, for the benefit of purer and more

salubrious air. R

"The small town, of Sulobreiia was situate on a lofty hill, that
rosc out of the centre of a beautiful a?d fertile valley on the
Mediterranean coast. It was protected by a strong castle,
built by the Moorish kings as a place of deposit for their
treasurcs. Hero also they sent such of their sons and brothers
as might endanger the security of their reigy They lived
here, prisoners at large, in a state of voluptuous reposc, undenly
a serene sky, in a soff climate and luxurignt valley. The
palace was adorned with fountains, and delicious gardens, and

umed baths; a harem of beauties was at the command of
the royal eaptives, and music and the.danco beguiled the lag-
. -
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ﬁieng hours, Nothing was denied them but the liberty to
part ; that alone was wanting to render the abode a perfect
Paradise. ) '

Notwithstanding the extreme,salubrity of the wir, and the
asgiduous attentions of the commander, who was devoted to
El Zagal, and had been particularly charged by him to be

s watchful over the heakth of his brother, the old monarch had
not been here many days before he expired. There was no-
thing svrprising in this event, for life with him had long
glimmered in the socket ; but the measures immediately taken
Ly El Zagal roused the suspicions of the public. With' in-
decent haste he ordered that the treasures of the dgceased
should be packed upon mules and conveyed to Granada, where
he took possession of them, to the exclusion of the children.
The sultana Zorayna and her two sons were imprisoncd in the

* Alhambra, in the‘tower of Comares; the same place where,
by her instigation, the virtuous Ayxa la Horra and her son
Boabdil had once been confined. There she had leisure to
ruminate on the disappoiutment of all her schemes, perfidiously
exccuted, for the advarcement of those sons who were her
fellow prisoncrs.: The corpse of old Muley Aben Hassan was
also brought to Granada ; not in state, like the remains of a
once powerful sovereign, but tr: nsported ignominiously on a
mule. It rcceived no funeral honours, but was borne ob-
scurely 1o the grave by two Christian captives, and deposited
in the royal Osario or charnel housc.*

No sooncr were the people well assured that old Muley
Aben Hassan was dead and buried, than they all, with one
accord, began to deplore his loss and extoll his memory. They
admitted that he had been ficree and cruel, but then he had been
brave ; it was truc he had pulled down this war upon their
heads, but he had himself also been crushed by it.  Ina word,
he was dead, and hisHeath atoned for cvery fault; fora king,
just deceased, is gencrally either a hero or a saint. In propor-
tion us they ceasced to hate Muley Aben Hassan, they began
to hate his brother El Zagal. The mamner of the old king's
death, the eagerness to scize upon his treasurcs, the scandalous

#ncglect of his corpse, and the imprisonment of his sultand and
children, all filled the pu‘blic mind with durk ‘suspicions, and
the name of El Zagal was often coupled with the epithets of
fratricide in the low murmuripgs of the people. " e

* Cura de los Pelacios, cap, Ixxvii, - ’
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As the public must always have some Igading person to like
38 well as to hate, there began chce more to be an inquiry
after Boahdil el Chico. That unfortunate monarch was hving
at Cordova, undgr the shade of the cold friendship of Ferdi-
nand, who had ceased to fegard him with much attention
when he was no ;onger uscful to his intetests. No, sooner,
however, did the public favour once more incline towards hint
than the kindness of the eatholic monarch immediately re-.
~vived. He furnished him with money and means, again to
elevate his standard, and create a division in the Moorish
power. By this assistance Boabdil cstablished the shadoweof
a court at Velez el Blanco, a strong frontier town on the con-
fincs of Murcia, where he remaincd, as it were, with one foot
over the border, and ready to draw that back at a l;mmefnt's
warning. Iis presence, however, gave new life to his faction
in Granada. It is truc, the more courtly”and opulent inha-*
bitants of the quarter of the Alhambra still rallied round the
throne of Kl Zagal as the great scat of power, but then the
inhabitants of the albaycin, the poortst part of the community,
who had nothing to risk and nothing to lose, were almost
unanimpefls in favour of the indigent Boabd#l. So it is in this
wonderful system of sublunary affairs, the rich befriend the
rich, the powerful stand by #he powerful, while the poor enjoy
the sterile assistance of their fellows: thus, each one seeking
his kind, the admirable order of g]l things is maintained, and
a universal harmony prevails.

CHAPTER XXXVL

Great and glorious was the style with which the Cytholie
sovereigns opened another year’s campaign of jthis cventful
war. It was likg commencing another act of a stately and
‘heroic drama, where the curtdin rises*to the inspiring sound
of martial melody, and the whole stage glitters with the array
of warriors and the pomp of arms. The ancient city of Cor-
dova was the place appointed by the sovereigns for the assem-
blage of the iroops, and, early in the spring ofy 1486, the fair
valley of the Guadalquivir resounded with the shrill blast of
trumpet and the imp#ticnt ncighing of thg war horse. In
this splendid era of Spanish chivalry therc was a rivalship

1ong the nobles, who most should distinguish himself by the
:glcixdour Sf his appearance and the number and eqyipments

* - *
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of his feudal followers. ILvery doy beheld some cavalier of
note, the representative of sume proud and powerful house,
entering the gates of C'ordova with sound of trumpet, and dis-
glayipg his banner and device, renowned in many a contest.

e would appear i sumptuous array, surrounded by pages
and lackeys no less gorgeously attired, and followed by ‘a host
‘of vassals und retainerss horse and foot, all admirably cquipped
in burnished armour. '

Such was the state of Don Inigo Lopcz de Mendoza, Duke
of Infantado, who may be cited as a picture of a warlike noble
of those times.  Ile brought with him five hundred men-ut-
arms of his household, equipped and mounted d Jz yencta and
a la guse.  The eavaliers who attended him were both mag-
nificently armea and dressed.  ‘The housings of fifty of s
herses were of rich cloth cmbroidered with gold, and others

= were of brocade. 'The sumpter wmules had housinzs of the
same, with halters of sillkk : while the bridles, headbicees, and
all the harnessing glittered with silver.

The camp cquipage of these noble and luxurions warriors
was equally magnificent.. Their tents were gay pavilions of
various colours, fitted up with silken hangings, and “d-corated
with fluttering pegnons.  They had vessels of gold and silver
for the service of their tables, asdf they were about to engage
in a course of stately fuasts and courtly revels, instead of the
stern encounters of rugged.and mountainous warfare.  Some-
times they passcd through the strects of Cordova at night, in
splendid cavalcade, with great numbers of lighted torches,
the rays of which, falling upon palished armour, and ncdding

lumes, and silken searfs, aud trappings of golden embroidery,
filled all beholders with admiration.®

Bat it wag not the chivalry of Spain alone whieh thronged
the streets of Cordova. The fame of this war had spread
throughout Christendohn : it wus considerced a kind of crusade,
and Catholic knights from all’ parts hastened to signalize
thegpselves in so holy a cause.  There were several valiant
chevaliers from France, among whom the most distinguished
was Gaston dy Léon, scneschal of Toulouse.  'With him came
a gallant train, well armed and mounted, and decorated with
rich surcoats and,punaches of feathers.” These cavaliers, it is
said, eclipsed all others in the light festivitics of the court.
‘They were devoted to the £4dr. but not after the  solemu gud

* Pulgar, part il cap 11, 56.

»
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passionate manner of the Spanish lovers : .thcy were gay, gal-
Jant, and joyous in their amours, and captivated by the vivacity
of their atfacks.  They were at first held in light estimation
by the grave and stately gpanish knights, until they’mgdc
themsclves to be respeeted by their wonderful prowess in the
field. § . :

The most coﬁslxicuous of the volunteers. however, who
appeared in Cordova on this ogeasion, was an Engligh knight
of royal connexion. This was the Lord Scales, Barl of Rivers,
rclated to the Queen of lingland, wife of enry VI1. He
had distinguished himsclf, in the preceding year, at the battle
of Bosworth Ficld, where Ilenry Tudor, then Earl of Rich-
mond, overcame Richard III. That dccisize battle having
left the country at peace, the Barl of Rivers, retainiflg a pas-
sion for warlike scenes, repaired to the «Castilian court, toe
keep his grms in exercise in a campaign against the Moors.
He brought with him a hundred archers, all dexterous with
the long bow and the cloth yard arrow, also two hundred
yeomicn, armed cap-d-pié, who fought with pike and battle-
axe; mep robust of frame, and of prodigious strength.

The worthy Padre ¥ray Antonio Agapida describes this
stranger knight and his followers with hid accustomed accu-
racy and mibuteness. “This cavalier,” he observes, “ was
from the island of England, and brought with him a train of
his vassals: mien who had been® hatdened in certain civil
wars which had raged in their country. They were a comely
race of men, but too fair und fresh for warriors; not huving
the sanbwat, martial he SF our old Castilian soldiery. They
were huge feeders, also, and deep carousers; and could not
accommodate themselves to the sober diet of our troopd, but
must fain cat and drink after the manner of theirbwn country.
They were often hoisy and unruly, alse, in their wassail ; and
their guarter of the camp was prose to be a scene of loud
revel and sudden brawl. They were withal of great pride:
yet it was not like our inflammable Spanish pride: they
stood not much upon the pundonor and high punectilio, and
rarely drew the stiYotto in their dispites ; *but their pride was
silent and contumcliogs. Though from a remote, and some-
what barbarous island, they yet beMcved themselves the most
perfect men ,upon earth ; and magnified their chicftair, the

ord- Scales beyond the greatést of our grandecs. With all
this, it must pe said of them, that they were mgrvellolis good
L
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men in the field, dexterous archers, and powerful with the
battle-axe. In their great pride and self will, they always
sought to press in the advance, and take the post of danger,
trying to outvie ouy Spanish chfvalry. They did not rush
forward fiercely, or make a brilliant onset, like the Moorish
and Spanish troops, but, they went into the fight deliberately,
and persisted obstinately, and were slow to find out when
they were beaten. 'Withal, they were much esteemed, yet
little liked, by our soldiery, who considered them staunch
companions in the ficld, yet coveted but littlc fellowship with
them in the camp.

“Their commander, the Lord Scales, was an accomplished
cavalier, of gracious and noble presence, and fair speech. It
was a marvel to see so much courtesy in a knight brought up
0 far from our Castilian court. IIe was much honoured by
the king and queen, and found great favour with the fair
dames about the court; who, indeed, arc rather prone to be
pleased with foreign cavoliers. Ile went always in costly
state, attended by pages and esquires, and accompanied by
noble young cavaliers of his country, who had enrolk:d them-
selves under his banner, to learn the gentle excrcise of arms.
In all pageants and festivals, the eyes of the populace were
attracted by the singular bearing’ and rich array of the Eng-
lish earl and his train, who prided themselves in always
appearing in the garb’uné manmner of their country; and
were indeed something very magnificent, delectable, and

- strange to behold.”

The worthy chronicler is no less"claborate in his description
of the masters of Santiago, Calatrava, and Alcantara, and
their ¢ valiant knights; armed at all points, and decorated
with the badges of their orders. * These,” he affirms,
“were the flower of Christian chivalry. Being constantly in,
service, tihey became more steadfast and accomplished in
discipline than the irregular and temporary levies of the
feudal nobles. Calm, solemn, and stately, they sat like towers
upon their powerful chargers. On parades, they manifested
none of the show and ostentation of the other troops. Neither
in battle did they endeavour to signelise themselves by any
fiery vivacity, or desperater and vain-glorious expleit; cvery-
thing .with them was measured and sedatc; .yet it was
observed, that none were more’ warlike in their appearanee in
the camyp, or more torrible for their achicvements in the field.”
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‘The gorgeous magnificence of the Spanis'h nobles found but
little favour in the eyes of the sovereigns. 'They saw, ‘hat it
caused a gompetition in expense, ruinous to cavaliers of
moderate fortune; and they feared, that agsofiness and effemyi-
nacy might thus be introduced, incompatible with the stern
mature of the wof. 'They signified their disapprobation tos
several of the principal noplemen, and recommended a more
sober and soldier-like display while in actual service,

“Thesc are rarc troops for a tourney, my lord,” said
Ferdinand, to thc Duke of Infantado, as he bcheld his rg-
tainers glittering in gold and embroidery ;  but gold, though
ggll'gems, is soft and yielding: iron is the metal for the
i ke i o

“ Sire,” replied the duke, “if my men parade In gold,
your majesty will find they fight with stecl.”” The king e
smiled, bus shook his head; and the duke treasurcd up his
specch in his heart.

It remains now to reveal the immediate object of this
mighty and chivalrous preparation; which had, in fact, the
gratification of a royal pique at bottom. The severe desson
which Ferdinand had received from the veteran Ali Atar,
before the walls of Loxa, thqugh it had beén of great service
in rendering Rim wary in his attacks upon fortitied places,
yet rankled sorely in his mind; and he had ever since held
Loxa in peculiar odium. It was, in fruth, onc of the most
belligerent and troublesome ecitics on the borders ; incessantly
harassing Andalusia by its incursions. It also intervened
between ihe Christian “erfitories and Alhama, and other
important places, gained in the kingdom of Granada. For all
these reasons, Xing Ferdinand had determined to Make
another grand attempt upon this warrior city ; %mnd for this
purpose he had Summoned to the field his most powerful
chivalry. . .

It was in the month of May that the king sallied from
Cordova, at the head of his army. He had twelve thousand
cavalry, and forty thousand foot soldiers, with crossbows,
lances, and arquebuses. There werd six sthoudand pioncers,
with hatchets, pickaxas, and crowbars, for levelling roads.
He took with him, also, a great tréin of lonibards and other
heavy artillery; with a body of Germans, skilled im the

' serviee of ordnance and the art ‘of battering walls.
« It was a glorious spectacle,” says FrayeAntonio Agapida,
L2
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%40 behold this pompous pageant issuing forth from Cordovar
the: pennons and devices of the proudest houses of Spai,
with. those of -gallant stranger knights, fluttering above a sea
of crests and plumes ; to sce it slowly moving, with flash'of
helmet, and . cuirass, and buckler, across the ancient bridge,
and reflected in the waters of the Guadalyuivir; while the
neigh of steed. and the blast of trumpet, vibrated in the air,
and resounded to the distant mountains. But, above all,”
concludes the good father, with his accustomed zcal, * it was
trjumphant to behold the standard of the faith everywhere
displayed ; and to rcflect, that this wag no worldly-minded
army, intent upon some temporal scheme of ambition or
revenge ; but a,Christian host, bound on a crusade to oxtir-
pate the vile soed of Mahomet from the land, and to extend
«the pure dominion- of the church.” .

~
S———

CHAPTER XXXVII.

WHILE perfect unity of object, and harmony of operation,
gave power to the Christian arms, the devoted kingdom of
Granada continucd a prey to internal feuds. The transient
popularity of Kl Zagal had declined ever since the death of
his brother, and the party of Boabdil el Chico was daily gain-
ing strength. The albaycin and the Alhambra were again
arrayed against each other*in deadly strife, and the streets of
unhappy Granada were daily dyed in the blood of her children.
In the midst of these dissensions, tidings arrived of the for-
midable army assembling at Cbrddva. The rival fuctions
paused in their infatuated brawls, and were roused to a tom-
pora.y sensc of the common danger.  They forthwith resorted
to their old vxpedient of new modelling their government, or
rather, of making and unmeking kings. The elevation of El
Zagal to the thronc had note produccd the desired effect.
‘What, then, was to be done? Recall Boabdil el Chico, and
acknowledge him again as sovereign? While they wera in a
popular tumult of deliberation, Hamet Aben Zarrax, swmnamed
El Santo, arfose .mong them. This was the same wild,
melancholy man, who had predicted the woes of Granada.
e issued from”one of the caverns.of the adjacent height,
which overhangs the Darro, and has since been called the
Holy Mountain. His appeatance was more: huggard- than '
ever ; Jor the unheeded spirit of prophecy se~med to have
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turned inwardly, and preyed upen his vitals. “Beware, oh
Moslems ! excliimed he, “ of men, who are eager to govern,
yet are ugable to protect! Why slaughter each other for
El Chico or El Zagal ? Le%your kings repounce their co:::gta,
and unite for the salvation of Granada, or letthem be deposed !

Hamet Aben Farrax had long beey revered as a saint; he
was now considered an orgele. The old men and the nobles
immediately consulted togethey how the two rival kipgs might
be brought to accord. They had tried most expedients: it
wae now determined to divide the kingdom between thep ;
giving Grandda, Malaga, Vclez Malaga, Almeria, Almunegar,
and their dependencies, to El Zagal, and the residue to
Boabdil el Chico. Among the cities granted to the latter,
Loxa was particularly specified, with a condition, that he
should immediately take command of itein person; for thes
council theught the favour he enjoyed with the Castilian
monarchs might avert the threatened attack.

El Zagal rcadily accorded to this arrangement. He had
been_hastily elevated to the throng by an cbullition of the
people, and might be as hastily cast down again. It sccured
him oné half of a kingdom to which he had no hereditary
right, and he_trusted {o forge or fraud to gain the other half
hereafter. The wily old monarch cven sent a deputation to
his nephew, muking a merit of offering him cheerfully the
half, which hc had thus been comfpelléd to relinquish, and in-
viting him to cnter into an amicable coalition for the good of
the country.

The heart of Boabdil &hrink from all eonnexion with'a man
who had sought his life, and whom he regarded as the mur-
derer of his kindred. IIe accepted one half of the kingd®m as
an offer from the_nation, not to be rejected by & prince, who
scarcely held posSession of the ground he stood on. He ay-
serted, nevertheless, his absotute right to the whole, and only
submitted to the partition out of anxicty for the present good
of his people. He "assembled his handful of adherents, and
sreparetl to hasten to Loxa. As he mounted his horse to

epart, Hamet Aben Zarrax stood suddenly before him.
“Be true to thy country and thy faith,” cried he: * hold no
further communication with these &hristian‘dogs. Trust not
the hollow hearted friendship of the Oastilian king: he'is
mihing the earth beneath thy feét. Chooe one of two things <
be a sovereigw or a slaye; t{\ou eanst not be both?” °
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Boabdil ruminated on these words: he made many wisc
resolutions ; but he was pranc always to act from the impulse
of the moment, and was unfortunately given to temporize in
.his policy. He wyote to Ferdinand, informing him, that
Loxa and certain other cities had returned to their allegiance,

«and that he held them as vassal to the Cagtilian crown, ac-
cording to their convention. He,conjured him, therefore, to
‘refrain from any meditated attack, offcring frec pussage to the
Spanish urmy to Malaga, or any other place under the domi-
njon of his uncle.* "

Ferdinand turned a deaf ear to the entreaty, and to all pro-
fessions of friendship and vassalage. Boabdil was nothing to
him, but as an jnstrument for stirring up the flames of civil
discord. He now insisted, that he had entcred into a hostile

» league with his wacle, and had, consequently, forfeited all
claims to his indulgence ; and he prosceuted with the greater
earnestness his campaign aguainst the city of Loxa.

*Thus,” observes the worthy Fray Antonio Agapida, * did
this most sagacious sovercign act upon the textin the eleventh
chapter of the evangelist St. Luke, that ¢ a kingdem divided
against itself cannot stand.””  1ic had induced these infidels
to waste and destroy themsclves by internal dissensions, and
finally cast forth the survivor. \While the Moorish monarchs,
by their ruinous contests, made good the old Castilian proverb
in cases of civil war, “El vencido vencido, y el vencidor
perdido,” ¢ the conquered conquered, and the conqueror
undone.”t

.

. CHAPTER XXXVIII.

TuE royt: army, on its march against Loxa, lay encamped
one pleasant evening in May, in a meadow, on the banks of
the river Yeguas, around the foot of a lofty cliff, cailed the
Rock of the Lovers. 'The quarters of each nobleman formed,
as it were, a separate little encampment ; his stately pavilion,
surmounted by his fluttering pennon, rising above the sur-
rounding ten\s ofvhis vassals and retainers. A little apart
from the others, as it were in proud rescrve, was the encamp-
ment of the Enguish carl.¢ It was sumptuous in its furniture,
and complete in its munitions. Archers, and soldiers armed
with battleaxes, kept guard around it; while abovg, ‘the *

¢ Zurita, lib.exx. c. 68. + Glaribay, libexL. o. 33.
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standard of England rolled out its ample’ folds, and flapped in
J‘the evening breeze. .

The mjingled sounds of various tongues and nations were
heard from the soldiery, gs they wateged their horscs in the
stream, or busied themselves round the fires which begdh to
glow, here and ghere, in the twilight: the gay chanBon of the
JFrenchman, singing of hig amours on the pleasant bauks of the
Loire, or the sunny regions of the Garonne ; the broad guttural
tones of the German, chanting some doughty Aridyer-lied, or
extolling the vintage of the Rhine; the wild romance of the
Spaniard, reciting the achievements of the Cid, and niany
a f#mous passage of the Moorish wars; and the long and
melancholy ditty of the Fnglishman, treat'ﬁng of some feudal
hero or redoubtable outlaw of his distant island. o

On a rising ground, commanding a view of the whole ey-
campment, stood the ample and magnificent pavilion of the
king. with the banner of Castile and Arragon, aud the holy
standard of the cross erected before it. In this tent were
asscmbled the principal commanders of the army, having
been summoncd by Ferdinand to a’council of war, on receiving
tidings, that Boahdil had thrown himself into Loxa, with a
eonsiderable reinforcemely. After some consultation, it was
determined to invest Loxa on both sides: onc part of the army
was to seize upon the dangerous but commanding height of
Santo Albohacin, in front of tMe city; while the remainder,
making a eircuit, should encamp on the opposite side.

No sooner was this resolved upon, than the Marquis of Cadiz™
stoad forth, and claimtd The post of danger, on behalf of him-
self and those cavaliers, his companions in arms, who had been
compclled to relinquish it by the gencral retreat of tae army
on the former siege. 'Lhe enemy had cxulted ®ver them, as if
driven from it Tn disgrace. 'To regain that perilous height, to
pitch their tents upon it,*and to*avenge the blood of their
valiant compeer, the master of Culatrava, who had fallen upon
it, was due to their fame: thce marquis demanded, therefore,
that they might lead the advance, and secure the height, en-
gaging 10 hold the enemy employed, *until® the main army
should take its position on the opposite side of the city!

King Ferdinand readily grantel his perfnission, upon which
the Count- de Cabra begged to be admitted to a share of the
cuterpris¢. * He had always’bcen accustomed to servein the
advance ; and now that Boabdil was inthe field, #nd a king
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was to be taken, he ‘could no content himself with remaining
in the rear. Ferdinand yielded his consent; for he was dis-,
poséd to give the good count every opportunity to retricve his
léfﬁ disaster. , ¢ e

“fhe English carl, When he héard there was a work of

anger in question, wag eager to be of the party; but the”
king restrained his ardour. ¢ These cavaliers,” said he,
“gonceive that they have an account to scttle- with their

de. Let them have the cnterprise to themselves, my lord:
if you follow these Moorish wars long, you will find no lack of
perilous service.”

*The Marquis of Cadiz and his companions in arms struck
their tents before, daybreak. They were five thousand horse,
and twelve thousand foot, and they marched rapidly along the
defiles of the mountains; the cavaliers being anxious to strike:
the blow, and get posscssion of the height of Albohacin,
before the king, with the main army, should arrive to their -
assistance. . ‘

The city of Loxa stands on a high hill, between twe
mountains, on the-banks of the Xenil. To attain the height
in question, the troops had to pass over a tract of country
rugged and broked, and a decp, valley, intersected by the
canals and water courses, with which the Moors irrigated
their lands. They were exiremely embarrassed in this part of
their march, and in iminintnt risk of being cut up in detail,
before they could reach the height. The Count de Cabra,
with his usual eagerness, endcavoured to push across this
valley, in defiance of cvery obstacle. Ile, in consequunce,
soon became entangled with his cavalry among the canals;
but his impatience would not permit him to retrace his steps,
and choose a fnore practivable but circuitous route. Others
slowly crossed another spart of the valley by the aid of pon-
toons ; while the Marquis’ of Cadiz, Don Alonzo de Aguilar,
and the Count de Urciia, being more experienced m the
ground, from their former campuign, made a circuit round the
hottom of the hpight, and, thus ascending, began to display
their squadrons, and tlevate their bunners on the redoubtable:
post, which in the former sicge, they kad been compelled 5o
reluctantly to abandon. :
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S CHAPTER XXXIX. '~ = :

TuE adyancc of the Christian army upon Loxa threw the
wavering Boabdil el Chico into one of his usual dilemmas; and"
he was greatly perplexed belween his oath of allegiance to the
Spanish sovereigng, and his sense of duty to his subjects. = His,
doubts were determined by, the sight of the enemy, glittering
upon: the height of Albohacin, and by the clamours of the
people to be led forth to batlle. “ Allah!” exclsimed he,
“thou knowest my heart; thou knowest I have been true im
my faith to this Christian monarch! T have offered to hdld
Loxa.as his vassal, but he has preferred to approach it as an
enemy: on his head be the infraction of our treaty !”

Boabdil was not wanting in courage; he only nceded
decigion. When he had once made up his mind, he acted,
vigorously,, The misfortunc was, he cither did not make it up
at all, or he made it up too late. He who decides tardily,
generally acts rashly ; endeavouring, to compensate, by hurry
of action, for slowness of deliberation. = Boabdil hastily
buckled gn his armour, and sallied forth, surrounded by his
guards, "and at thc head of five hundred horse, and four
thousand foot, the flower of his army. Seme he detached to
skirmish with the Christials, who were scattered and per-
plexcd in the valley, and to prevent their concentrating their
forces; while, with his main body, he pressed forward, to
drive the enemy from the height of Albohacin, before they had
time to collect there in any number, or to fortify themsclves
in that important position. *®

"The worthy Count dc Cabra was yet cntangled, with his
cavalry, among the water courses of the valley, when he heard
the war crics of the Moors, and saw their armyerushing over
the bridge. He*recognised Boabdil Jhimself by his splendid
armour, the magnificent caparisonof his steed, and the
brilliant guard which surrounded him. The royal host swept
on towards the height. An intervening hill hid it from lus
sight; but loud shouts and cries, the din of drums and
trumpets, and the reports of arqucbuses, gav® note, that the
battle had begun. °

Here was a royal prize in the fickd, and the Count de Cabra
unable to share in the action! The good cavalier was in an
agony of impatience.  Fvery attempt to force his way across
the valley only plunged him into new diffiulties.  As length,,



154 . THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

after many eager but ineffectual cfforts, he was obliged to
order his troops to dismount, and slowly and carefully to lead
.their horses back, along slippery paths, and amid plashes of
mire and water, where often there was scarcely & foothold.
Thie good count groancd in spirit). and was in a profuse sweat
Mwith mere impatience as he went, fearing the battle might be
fought, and the prize won or lost, before Lia could reach the
field. Ilaving at length toilfully ‘anravelled the mazes of the
valley, and arrived at firmer ground, he ordered his troops to
mount, and led them full gallop to the height. Part of the .
good count’s wishes were satisfied, but the dearest were dis-
appointed.” He came in season to partake of the very hottest
of the fight, but the royal prize was no longer in the field.

Boabdil had ‘led on his men with impetuous valour, or

,rather with hurried rashness. IHeedlessly exposing himself
in the front of the battle, he reccived two wounds in the ve:
first encounter.  Mis guards rallied round him, défended him
with matchless valour, and bore him blecding out of the
action. The Count de Cabra arrived just in timeé {o sec the
loyal squadron crossing tuc bridge, and slowly conveying their
divabled monarch towards the gale of the city. ‘

The departure cf Boabdil madc no difference in the fury of
the contest. A Moorish warrior; dark and ter.ible in aspect,
mounted on & black charger, and followed by a band of savage
Gomeres, rushed forward 1o take the lead. It was Hamet el
Zegri, the fierce alcayde of Ronda, with the remnant of his
once redoubtable garrison. Animated by his example, the
Moors rencwed their assaults upou the height. It was hravely
.defended on one side by the Marquis of Cadiz, on another by
Don, Alonzo de Aguilar; and as fast as the Moors ascended,
they were diiven back and dushed down the declivities. The
Count de Ureila took his stand upon the futal spot where his
_brother had fallen. His followgrs cntered with zeal into the
feclings of their comunander; and heaps of the enemy sunk
beneath their weapons, sacrifices to the manes of the lamented
master of Calatrava.

The battle Lontirued with incredible obstinacy. The Moors
knew the importance of the height tp the safety of the city;
the cavaliers felt-their honours staked to maintain it. Fresh
supplies of troops were poured out of the city; some battled
on the height, while some attacked the Christipns whe were »
still in the valley, and among the orchards and gardens, to
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prevent their uniting their forceg. The troops in the valley
were gradually driven back, and the whole host of the Moors
swept around the Albohacin. The situation ef the Marquis of
Cadiz and his companions was perilous in the extreme ; they
were a mere handful ; and while they *were fighting hamtl to
hand with the Moors who assailed the height, they weye
galled from a diftance by, the crossbows and arquebuses ofa
host, that augmented cach moment in number. At this
eritical juncture, King Ferdindnd emerged from the®mountains
with' the main body of the army, and advanced to an emi-
nence commanding a full view of the field of action. By his
side sas the noble English cavalier, the Earl of Rivers.. This
was the first time he had witnessed a scene of Moorish war-
fare. e looked with cager intercst at the chanse medley
fight before him,—the wild carcer of cavalry, the irregular
and tumyltuous rush of infantry, und Christian hebn an
Moorish turban intermingling in deadly *struggle. Iis high
blood mounted at the sight; and his very soul was stirred
within him, by the confused war crics, the clangour of drums
and trympets, and thc rcports of arquebuses, that came
echoing up the mountains. Secing the king was sending a
reinforcement to the fields he entreated permission to mingle in
the affray, &nd fight accdtding to the fashion of his country.
His request being granted, he alighted from his steed. He
was merely armed en blanco ; thatsis te say, with morion, back-
iece, and breast-plate ; his sword was girded by his side, and
*in his hand he wiclded a powerful battleaxe. He was
followed by a body of his®ycomen, armed in like manner, and
by a band of archers, with bows made of the tough Knglish
yew trec. 'The earl turned to his troops, and addressed them
Uriefly and bluntly, according to the manner®f his country.-
“ Remember, m$ merry men all,” ,said he, *“the cyes of
“strangers are upon you; you are im a foreign land, fighting
for the glory of God, and the onour of merry old England !
A loud shout was the reply. I'he carl waved his battleaxe
over his head. * St. George for England I cried he ; and, to
the inspiring sound of this old English, war-2ry, he and his
followers rushed down to the battle, with manly and coura-
' geous hearts.® : D
They soon made their way into the midst of the enemy ; but,
when engagegd in the hottest of the fight, they made no shouts
2 * Cura de los Palacios. » .
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or outerics. They ‘pressed (steadily forward, dealing their
blows to right and left, hewing down the Moors, and gutting:
their way with their battleaxes, like woodmen in a forest;
while the archers, pressing into the opening they made, plied
théir bows vigorously, and spread &cath on every side.

» Whett the Castilian mountaineers behe}d the vyalour of
the. English yeomanry, they wopld not be out-done in
hardihood. They could not vie with them in weight and
bulk, but for vigour and actfvity they were surpassed

none. They kept pace with them, therefore, with cqual hoart
andl rival prowess, and gave a brave support.to the stout
islanders. o

The Moors were confounded by the fury of these assaults,
and disheartened by the loss of Hamet el Zegri, who was
carried wounded from the ficld. They gradually fell back
upon the bridge ; the Christians followed up their gdvantage,
and drove them over it tumultuously. The Moors retreated,
into the suburb, and Lord Rivers and his troops, cntered with
them pell mell, fighting in the strects and in the houses.
King Ferdinand ¢ame up to the seene of action with his
royal guard, and the infidels were all driven within the ‘-cit_)g
walls. * Thus wereethe suburbs g#ined by the hardihood o
the English lord, without such an event havihg been pre-
meditated.® ’ ,

The Earl of Rivers, ‘notevithstanding he had received a
wound, still urged forward in the attack. IIe penetrated
almost to the city gate, in defiance of a shower of missilcs,
that slew many of his followers." /¢ stone, hurled from the
battlements, checked his inpetuous carcer. It struck him
in tho face, dashed out two of his front teeth, and laid him
senscless on tthe carth. 1le was removed to a short distance
by his men; but, recavering his scnscs, r¥Mused to permit,
himself to be taken fromr the suburb.

‘When the contest was over, the strects presented a piteous
spectacle, somany of their inhabitants had died in the defence
of their threshholds, or been slaughtered without resistance.
Among the vittimss was*a poor weaver, who had been at
work in his dwclling at this turbulegt moment, His wife.
urged him to fly ito the eity. “Why should I fly?” said
the Moor, “to be reserved for hunger and slavery? I tell you,
wife, I will abide here; for better is it to die guickly by the

. ¥ Curade los Palacios, MS, .. .4 ' ..
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steel, than to perish piecemcal®in chains and dungeons.”
e sald no more, but resumed* his occupation of weaving;
and, in' the indiscriminate fury of the assault, was slaughtered
at his loom.* - ,
. The Christians remaind masters of the field, end pro-
ceceded to pitch threc encampments for the prosccution of the
siegé. The king, with th8 great body of the army, took a
josition" on the side of the; city ncxt to Granada. The
arquis of Cadiz and his brave companions once more pitched
thefr tents upon the height of Santo Albohacin; but she
English carl planted his standard sturdily within the suburb
ke had taken. .

©

CHAPTER XL. - s

Havineg possession of the heights of Albohacin, and the
subwrb of the city, the Christians were cnabled to choose the
most favourable situations for their batteries. They imme-
diately destroyed the stone bridge, by which the garrison
had mace its sallies; and they threw two wooden bridges
across the river, and others over the canals and streams, so as
to cstablish ,an casy com.aunication between the different
edmps.

V\i”hen all was arranged, a heavy fire was opened upon the
citg from various points. They threw not only balls of stone
and iron, but great carcasses of fire, which burst like meteors
on the houscs, wrapping them instantly in a blaze. 'The walls
were*shattered, and the towers toppled down by tremendous
discharges from the lombards. Through the openings thus
made, they could behold the interior of the city; houses
tumbling down 1‘:: in flames; men, women, and children
flying in terror through the streets, ind slaughtered by the
showers of missiles scnt thréugh thése openings from smaller
artillery, and from crossbows and arquebuscs.

The Moors attempted to repair the breaches; but fresh
discharges from the lombards buried them bensath the ruins
of the walls they were mending. In théir despair, many of
the inhabitants rushed forth into the marrow streets of the
suburbs, and assailed the Christians wit darts, cimeters, and
poniards ; secking to destroy rather than defend, and heed-
less of death,*in the confidence, that to die fighting with an
unbeliever was to be translated at onee to paradise.

* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 58.
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For two nights and a day this awful scene continued ; when
certain of the principal inhabitants began to reflect upen the
hopelessness of resistance. Their king was disabled ; their
principal captains were either Iglled or wounded; their
fortifications little <better than heéaps of ruins. They had
urged the unfortunate .Boabdil to the corfflict; they now.
clamourcd for a capitulation. A parley was procured from
the Christjan monarch, and the,terms of surrender were soon
adjusted. They were to yield up the city immediately, with
all gheir Christian captives, and to sally forth with as mch
of their property as they could take with them. The Mar-
quis of Cadiz, on whose honour and humanity they had great
reliance, was to ,cscort them to Granada, to protect them
from assdfult or robbery. Such as chose to remain in Spain
#vere to be permittedrto reside in Castile, Arragon, or Valencia.
As to Boabdil el Chico, he was to do homage a# vassal to
King Ferdinand; but no charge was to be urged against
him, of having violated kis former pledge. If he should
yicld up all pretensions to Granada, the title of Duke of
Guadix was to be assigned him, and the territory thereto
annexed, provided it should be recovered from El Zagal within
six months, : e ,

The capitulation being arranged, they gave as hostages the:
aleayde of the city, and the principal officers, together with
the sons of their late chieftiin, the veteran Ali Atar. The
warriors of Loxa then issued forth, humbled and dejected,
at having to surrender thosc wally. which they had so long
maintained with valour and remnown’ and the women® and
children filled the air with lamentations, at being exiled from
their native homes.

Last came Yorth Boabdil, most truly called, E1 Zogoybi. the
unlucky. Accustomed,sas he had been, to be crowned and
uncrewned ; to be ransorhed, and trcated as a matter of bar-
gain, he had acceded of course to the capitulation. He was
cofeebled by his wounds, and had an air of dejection; yet, it
is said, his conscience acquitted him of a breach of faith
towards the Castiliahi sovercigns ; and the personal valour he
had displayed had caused a sympathy ¢or him among many
of the Christian cavaliers’ He knceled to Ferdinand, ac-
cording to the forms of vassalage, and then departed in
melancholy mood for Priego, a town about ihiree leagues
distant.' Ferdinanl immediately ordered Loxh to be re-
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paired and strongly garrisoneds He was greatly elated
at the capture of this place, iu consequence of his for-
mer defeat, beforc its walls. He passed great cncomiums
upon the commanders who had distinguished themsclves;
and historians dwell par§cularly upon .his visit to the
tent of the Engligh earl.. His majgsty consoled him fors
the loss of his tccth, by fhe consideration, that he might’
otherwise have been deprived of them by natural decay:
whereas the lack of them would now be estcemed & beauty
rather than a defect; serving as a trophy of the glorioys
cause in which he had been engaged.

Thesearl replied, * that he gave thanks to God and to the
holy Virgin for being thus honoured by a visjt from the most
potent king in Christendom; that he accepte&, with #] grati-
tude, his gracious consolation for the lossehe had sustained;
though he keld it little to lose two teeth in the service of God,
who had given him all.”

A speech,” says Fray AntonioeAgapida, “full of most
courtly wit and Christian piety; and one only marvels that it
should besmade by a native of an island sq far distant from

Castile.””
—

CHAPTER XLI.

Kr~ve Ferpivanp followed updiis Yictory at Loxa by lay-
ing siege to the strong town of Illora. This redoubtable
fortress was perched upon a high rock, in the midst of a spa-
cious walley. It was Witlin four leagues of the Moorish
capital ; and its lofty castle, keeping vigilant wateh over a
wide circuit of country, was termed the right eye of Granada.

The alcayde of Illora was one of the bravest of%he Moorish
commanders, aud®made every preparation to defend his for-
tress to the last extremity. He sent the women and children,
the aged and infirm, to the metropolis. He placed barrica-
does in the suburbs, opened doors of communication from
house to house, and pierced their walls with'loopholes, for the
discharge of crossbows, arquebuscs, and other missiles.

King Ferdinand arriwed before the place with all his forces.
He stationed himsclf upon the hif of Enclnilla, and distri-
buted the other encampments in various situations, so as to
invest the fortress. Knowing the valiant character of the
aleayde, and the desperate courage of the Moors, he ordered
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the encampments th be fortified with trenches and palisadoes,
the guards to be doubled. and sentinels to be placed in all the
watehtowers of the adjacent heights.

‘When all was ready, the Duke del Infantado demanded the
attack. It was hjs'first campaign; and he was ansious to
disprovt the royal insinuation made against the hardihood of
this embroidered chivalry. King:Ferdinand granted his de-
1aand, with a becoming compliment to his spirit. 1Ie ordered
the Coufit de Cabra to maké a simultancous attack upon a
different quarter.  Both chiefs led forth their troops. Those
of the duke were in fresh and brilliant armour, richly orna-
mented, and as yet uninjured by the service of the ficld.
Those of the count were weatherbeaten veterans, whose ar-
mour was dintcd and hacked in many a hard fought battle.

., The youthful duke blushed at the contrast. “ Cavaliers!”
eried he, “we bave been- reproached with the fipery of our
arms: let us prove that o trenchant blade may rest in a gilded
sheath. Forward! to the foe! and I trust in God, that, as
we cnter this affray knights well accoutred, so we shall leave
jt cavaliers well proved?” 1lis men responded by, eager ac-
clamations, and the duke led them forward to the assault.
Ile advanced under a tremendo'.s shower of stones, darts,
balls, and arrows; but nothing ‘could check Ius carcer. 1le
cntered the suburb sword in hand ; his men fought furiously,
though with great loss; far every dwelling had been turned
into a fortress. After a severe conflict, they succeeded in
driving the Moors iuto the town, about the same time that
the other suburb was carried by theeCount de Cabra aud his
veterans. The troops of the Duke del Infantado came out of
the contest thinned in number, and covered with blood, and
dust, and waunds. They received the highest encomiums of
the king; and there wus never afterwards® any sneer at their
embroidery. ° . )

The suburbs being taken, three batterics, cach furnished
with cight large lombards, were opened upon the fortress.
The damage and havock were tremendous; for the fortifica-
tions had ndv been coastructed to withstand such cngines.
The towers were overthrown; the wylls battered to picces;
the interior of the place was all exposed ; houses demolished,
and many people slain. The Moors were teprified by the
tumbling ruins and the tremendous din. 'The aleayde had
resolved to defend the place unto the last extrewity. He be-

&
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held it a heap of rubbish; there was no prospect of aid from
Granada : hig people had lost alf spirit to fight, and were vo-
ciferous for a surrender. With a reluctant heart he capitu-
lated. ‘L'Be inhabitants were permitted to depart with all
their effeets, excepting thej arms; and Weye escorted in safety.
by the Duke del Infantadgp and the Count de Cabr, to the
Lridge of Pinos, dvithin t\i: leagues of Granada. .

King Ferdinand gave directions to rcpair the fortifications
of Illora, and to piace it in % strong state of defdnee. Ilc
left, as alcayde of the town and fortress, Gonzalvo de Cordova,
younger brother of Don Alonzo de Aguilar. This gallant
cavalgr was captain of the royal guards of Ferdinand and
Isaisella, aud gave alrcady proofs of that prowess, which after-
wards rendered him s renowned. .

* CHAPTER. XLIL

.Tue war of Granada, however parts may embroider it with
the flowers of their fancy, was certainly one of the sternest
of those jron conflicts, which -have Yeen calebrated under the
name of holy wars. The worthy Fray Antonio Agapida
dwells with unsated delight upon the siccession of rugged
mountain enferprises, bloody battles, and merciless sackings
and ravages, which characterize it; yet we find him, on one
oceasion, pausing, in the full catecr® of victory over the in-
fidels, to detail a stately pageant of the Catholie sovereigns.

Immediately on the captyre of Loxa, Ferdinand had written
to Isabelln, soliciting het presence at the camp, that he might
consult with her as to the disposition of their newly acquired
territories. .

It was in the egrly part of June. that the qdeen departed
from Cordova, with the Princess Isabetla, and numerous ladies
of her court. She had a gloviouns *attendance of cavaliers
and pages, with many guards and domestics. There were
forty mules for the usc of the queen, the princess, and their
train. . °

_As this courtly cavalcade approached the Rock of the
Lovers, on the bauks®f the rivgr Yeguag, they beheld a
splendid train of knights advancing to meci them. It was
headed by that accomplished gavalier, the Marquis Duke de
Cadiz, accomphnied by the adelantado of Andalusia.  Ile had
left the cmnpgthe day after the capture of Horay and advanced
M

’,
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thus far to rceeive the queen, and escort her over tlie borders.
The queen received the marguis with distinguished honour;
for he was csteemed as the mirror of chivalry. His actions
in this war had become the theme of every tongue, and many
hesitated not to compare him in prawess to the immortal Cid. *

« Thus gallantly attended, the queen entered the vanquished
frontier of Granada, journeying sgcurely alung the pleasant
banks of the Xenil. so lately subject to the scourings of the
Moors. She stopped at Loxa, where she admivistered aid
and consolation to the wounded, distributing money ampng
them for their support, according to their rank.

The king, afier the capture of Illora, had removed his
camp before the fortress of Moclin, with an intention of be-
sicging it.  Thither the, queen proceeded, still escorted
ghrough the mountain roads by the Marquis of Cadiz. As
Isabella drew near to the camp, the Duke del Infantado
issucd forth a league and a half to receive her, magnificently
arrayed, and followed by all his chivalry in glorious attire.
‘With him came the standard of Seville, borne by the men-at-
arms of that renowned city, and the prior of St.Jnan, with
his followers. They arranged themselves in order of battle,
on the left of the rond by which t*/e qucen was to pass. The
worthy Agapida is loyally minute in his deseription of the
state and grandeur of the Catholic sovereigns. The queen
rode a chesnut mule, scatedd in a magnificent saddle chair,
dccorated with silver gilt. The housings of the mule were of
fine crimson cloth ; the borders embroidered with gold; the
reins and head-picce were of satin, curiously cmbossed with
needlework of silk, and wrought with golden lctters. The
queen wore g brial or royal skirt of velvet, under which were
others of brocade; a scarlet mantle, ornamented in the
moresco fashion, and®a black bat embroidered round thke
crown und brim.

The Infanta was likewise mounted on a chesnut mule,
richly caparisoned. She wore a brial or skirt of black brocade,
and a black mantle, ornamented like that of the queen.

When the royal cavaleade passed by the chivalry of the
Duke dcl Infantado, whigh was drawn out in battle array,
the queen made a reverenee to the standard of Seville, and
ordered it to pass to the right. hand. When shie approached
the camp, the myjtitude ran forth to meet hgr, with great

. * Cura de Jos Palacios, '
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demonstrations of joy; for she,was universally beloved by
her subjects. All the battaligns sallied forth in military
array, begring the various standards and banners of the
eamp, which were lowered in salutation as she passed. .
The king now appearqd, in royal state, mounted on a
superb chesnut horse, aal attended by many grandees of
Castile. He wole a jubdn or close vest of crimson cloth,
with cuisses or short skirts of yellow satin; a looge cassock
of brocade, a rich Moorish cifeter, and a hat with plumes.
The grandees who attended him were arrayed with wondesful
maguificence, euch according to his taste and invention.
These high and mighty princes,” says Antonio Agapida,
* regarded each other with great deferenge as allied sove-
reigns, rather than with connubial familiarity as sicre hus-
band and wife, when they approached cach other: therefore?
before emhwacing, they made three profound reverences ; the
quecn, taking off her hat, aund remaining in a silk net or
cawl, with her fice uncovered. Tle king then approached,
and embraced her, and kissed her yespeetfully on the cheek.
He also ambraced his daughter the princess, and, making the
sign of the cross, he blessed her, and kissed her on the lips.”*
The good Agapida secem&scarcely to have been more struck
with the appearance of the sovercigns, than with that of the
English carl. “He followed,” says he, immediately after
the king, with great pomp, and it an extraordinary mauner,
taking precedence of all therest.  Tle was mounted, é la guisa,
or with long stirrups. on ngsuperb chesnut horse, with trap-
pings df azure silk, which reached to the ground. The hous-
ings were of mulberry, powdered with stars of gold. He
was armed in proof, and wore over his armour agshort French
mantle of black hrocade. He had a white French hat with
plumes; and carried on his left arm, ® small round buckler,
banded with gold. Five pages attended him, apparelled in
silk and brocade, and mounted on horses sumptuously capa-
risoned. He had also a train of followers, attired after the
fashion of his country.” . . ® .
He advanced in a chivalrous and courteous manner, making
his reverences first to tife queen and Infanta,and afterwards to
the king. Queen Isabella received him gracipusly. compli-
menting him,on his courageous.conduct at Loxa, and condol-
ing with him gn the loss of his tceth. The earl, hewever,
* Cura de los Palacios. ‘
. M2 R
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made light of his-disfiguring wound: saying, that * our.
blessed Lord, who had built all that housc, had opened‘a
window therc, that e might see more rca(hlv what pas@éd
within.”*  Whereupon, the wor thy Fray Antonio Agapida’is
tmore than ever astomshed at the wregnant wit ¢/ this island
aavalier! 'The carl continned som® little distance by the side
of the royal family, comphm(-nucl'r them %11 with eniivtcots
specches, his steed curveting and caracoling, but managed
with greats grace and dextcuty. leaving the grandees and ‘thic
people at large not more filled with admiiration at the straage-
ness and magnificence of his state, than at the execllence‘of
his horsemanship.t -

To testify her scnse of the gallantry and services of this
noble English knight, who had come from so far to assist’in
dhoir wars, the queen sent him. the next day, presents of
twelve horses, with stately tents, fine linen, two. beds, Wwith
coverings of gold' brocade, and many other articles of. "reht
value.

Having refreshed hmmcl’r as it were, with the descnptmn
of this progress of Queen Isabella to the camp, and the glo-
rious pomp of the Catholic sovereigns, the worthv Antomo
Agapida returns, with rencwed «clish, to his pious work of
discomfiting the Moors. |

CHAPIL‘R XLIIL

«Tar Catholic sovereigns,” says Fray Antonio Agap1dn
“had by this time closely clipped the right wing of the
Moorishvulture.” In other words, most of the strong for-
tresses along the western frontier of Granada had fallen be-
neath the Christian artillery.  The army wow lay encamped
before the town of Motlin, on the frontier of Jacn, oné of the
most stubborn fortresses of the border.~ It stood on & high

* Pictro Martyr, Epist.61. 1- Cum de los Palacios.

T 'l‘he description of this royal pageant, and the particulars concern-
ing the Englist earl, agroc precisely with -the chronicle of Ardres
Bernaldes, the curate of Los Palacios. The English carl makés no
further figure. in this war. It appears from various histories, thay he
returngd in the course of the year to England, In the following year,
his passion for fighting took him to the Continent, at the head of four
hutidred adventurers, in aid of Fram-ls, Duke of Prittany, against
Louis XI. of France, He was killed, in the same year (1488), in the
battle of St. Alban’s, between the Brotons snd the French,
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-rocky hill, the base of which was nearly girdled by a river,
A thick forcst protected the back part of the town tewards
the mountain. Thus strongly situate, it domieered, with its
frowning battlements and massive towers over all the moun-
tain passcs mto that part of the country., and was calledethe
Shield of Granada. It hagl a double arrcar of blood*to settle
with the Christihs. Twdqhundred years before, a master of
Santiago and all his cavaliers had been lanced by the Moos
before its gates. It had recently made terrible® slaughter
amgng the troops of the good Count de Cabra, in bis precipi-
tatc attempt to entrap the old Moorish monarch.  The phide
of Ferdinand had been piqued, by being obliged, on that occa-
.sion, to recede from his plan, and abandon his concerted at-
tack on the place. 1Ic was now prepared to fake a fuld revenge.

El Zagal. the old warrior king of Gragada, anticipating g
second attgmpt, had provided the place with ample munitions
and provision; had ordered trenches sto be dug. and addi-
tional bulwarks thrown up, and cagised all the old men, the
women, and the children, to be removed to the ¢ pital.

Such yas the strengthof the fortyess, and the difficulties of
its position, that Ferdinand anticipated much trouble in re-
dueing it, and made every reparation for% regular siege.  In
the centre ()f'his‘c:uup were two great mounds, one of sacks of
flour, the other of grain, which were called the royal granary.
Threc batteries of heavy ordnate Were opened against the
citadel and principal towers, while smaller artillery, engines
for the discharge of missilc‘ﬂ, arquebuses, and crossbows, were
distributed in various laces, to keep up a fire into any breach
that might be made, and upon those of the garrison, who
should appear on the battiemeuts.

The lombards goon made an impression on the works, de-
molishing a part of the wall, and tumbling down several. of
those haughty towers, whi¢h, front their height, had been
impregnable before the invention of gunpowder. The Moors
repaired their walls as well as they were able, and, still con-
fiding in the strength of their situation, kegt up a resolute
defence, firing down from their lofty battlements and towers
upon the Christian camp.  Yor tyyo nighty and a day an in-
cessant fire was kept up, so that there was not a moment in
which the roaring of ordnance was not beard, or some damage
sustdined b)" the Christians or the Moors, It was a conflict,
however, ‘mdre of enginecrs and artilleristsdhan of gallant
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cavaliers; there was-no sally of troops, or shock of armed
men, or rush and charge of cavalry. The knights stood look~
ing on with idle weapons, wamnv until they should have an
opportunity of signalizing their prowess, by scaling the walls
or storming the breathes. As the place, however, was as-
sajlable ouly in one part, there wai every prospect of a long
and obstinate resistance.

The engines, as usual, dlscharoetll not only balls of stone
and iron, tv demolish the walls, but flaming balls of inextin-
guishable combustibles, designed to set ﬁre to the houses.
Oné of these, which passed high through the air, like a meteor,
sending out sparks, and crackling as it went, entered the
window of a tower, which was used as a magazine of gun-
powder. «The tower blew up with a tremendous explosion ;
the Moors, who werg upon its battlements, were hurled into
the air, and fell mangled in various parts of the tpwn; and
the houses in its vicinity were rent and overthrown, as with
an earthquake.

The Moors, who had never witnessed an cxplosion of this
kind, ascribed the destruction of the tower to a miracle. Some
who had seen the descent of the flaming ball, imaginced that

- fire had fallen from ‘heaven. to punish them for their pertina-

city. The pious Agapida himsclt believes, that this fiery
missive was conducted by divine agency, to confound the infi-
dels. An opinion in which Le is support(‘d by other Catholie
historians.*

Secing . heaven and carth as it were combined against

" them, the Moors lost all heart, and capitulated ; and: were

permitted to depart with their cffects, leaving behind all
arms and munitions of war.

«“The Catholic army,” says Antonio Agapxda “ entered
Moclin in solemn statey not as a licentious host, intent upon
plunder and desolation, but as a“band of Christian warriors,
ooming to purify and regenerate the land.  ‘The standard of
the cross, that ensign oi “this holy erusade, was borne in the
advance, followed by the other banners of the army. Then
came the king and queen, at the head of a vast number of armed
cavaliers. They were accompanicd by a band of pricsts and
friars, with the choir of the royal chapel, chanting the can-
ticle 7% Deum laudainus. As they were moving through the

* Pulgar. Garibay, Lucio Marino Siculo, Cosas.. Memorab. de
Hispan, lib, xx. »
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streets in this solemn manner, every sound hushed, excepting
the anthem of the choir, they fuddenly heard, issuing as it
were from under ground, a-chbrus of voices, chanting the
solemn rdsponse, Benedictum qui venit in nomine Domini.#
The procession paused in wonder. The sounds arose from
Christian captives, and gmong them séveral priests, who
were confined inssubterrajeous dungeons. .

The heart of Isabella was greatly touched; she ordere
the captives to be drawn fortle from their cells, and was still
more moved at beholding, by their wan, discoloured, and
emaciated appcarance, how much they had suffered. Their
hair ;and beards were overgrown and shagged; they were
wasted by hunger, and were half naked, and in’'chains. She
ordered, that they should be clothed afld cherighed, and
money furnished them to bear them to their homes.t .

Severalgof the eaptives were brave cavaliers, who had been
wounded and made prisoners, in the defeat of the Count de
Cabra, by 1 Zagal, in the precedipg year.  'There were also
found other mclancholy traces of that’ disastrous affair. On
visiting phe narrow pass, where tile defcpt had taken place,
the rcmains of several Christian warriors were found in
thickets, or hidden behind rocks, or in the clefts of the moun-
tains, There were some; who had been struck from their
liorses, and wounded too severely to fly. They had crawled
away from the scence of action, and *concealed themselves, to
avoid falling into the hands of the enemy, and had thus
perished miscrably and algne. The remains of those of note
weresknown by their #rmour and devices, and were mourned
over by their companions, who had shared the disasters of
that day.}

The queen hgd these remains piously collected, as the
xelics of so many martyrs, who had €ullen in the cause of the
faith. They were interred, with®great solemnity, in the
mosques of Moclin, which bad been purified, and consecrated
to Christian worship. “There,” says Antonio Agapida,
““rest the bones of those truly Catholic knights, in the holy
ground, which, in a manner, has beert sanctified by their
blood; and all pilgms, passing through thosc mountains,
offer up prayers and masses for the repose of their souls.”

*, Marino Siculo, .
+ K:fscas, Hist. Pontiff. lib. vi. e, 2Q, sect, 21. |
T gar, part iii. cap. 61.
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The queen remained for somo time at Moclin, administer—
ing comfort to the wounded and the prisoners, bringing -the
nowly-acquired territory iuto’ order, and founding churches
and "monasteries, and other pious institutions. ‘* While'the
king ' marched’ in froht, laying waste the land of the Philis:
tines,” says the figurative Antonio 'Agapida, “ Quecn Isabella
followed his traces, as the binder 1)llows the reaper, gather-
ing the rich harvest that has fallen beneath his sickle. In
this she wus greatly assisted by the councils of that cloud of
bishops, friars, and clergymen, besides other saintly person-
agcs, which continually surrounded her, garnering the first-
fruits of this infidel land into the granaries of the church.”
Leaving her thus piously employed, the king pursued his
carecr ofaconquost determined to lay waste the vega, and
carry fire and sword to the very gates of (iranada.

CHAPTER XLIV.

Mvurey ABDALLA kL ZAGAT had been under a spell of 11)
forture, cver since the suspicious death of the old. king his
brother. Succcss had deserted his standard, and, with his
hclde ﬁub)c(-ts, want of success was-one of the greatest crimes
in a tovereign. Ilc found his popularity declining, and he
lost all confidence in his people.  The Christian -army
marched in open defiance through his territories, and'sat
down deliberately before his fortressses; yet he dared not
lead forth his legious to oppose them, lest the inhabitants of
the albnyein, cver ripe for a revolt, should rise, and shut the
gates of Granada against-his return.

.Every few days some meclancholy train entered the metro-
poh the inlihbitants of some captured town, bearing the
few eﬂ"c ts that had beer spared them, and weeping and be-
wailing che desolation of their homes.  When the tidings
arrived, that Illora and Moclin had fallen, the people were
seized with consternation.  “The right cye of Granada is
extinguished !” exclaimed, they ; *“the shicld of Granada is
broken ! what shall ‘proteet us from the inroad of the foe ?
When the survivors of the garrisons of *those towns arrived,
with downeast looks, bearing the marks of battle, and desti--
tute of arms and standards the populace reviled them in
their wrath : but they answered, “ We fought ax long as we
had force to fight, or walls to sheltcr us; but the Christians
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laid our towers and battlements in ruins, and we looked in
vain for aid from Granada.” . °

The alcaydes of Illora and Moclin werc brothers; they
were alikd in prowess, and the bravest among the Moorish
cavaliers. They had been the most diStinguished in all ¢ilts
and tourneys, which gracegl the happier days of Graada, and
had ‘distinguished themselies in the' sterner conflicts of the
field. Acclamation had zﬁwuys followed their banners, and
they had long been the deligit of the people. Now, when
t.hﬁy returned, after the capture of their fortresses, they were
followed by the unsteady populace with cxcerations. The
hearty of the alcaydes swelled with indignation ; they found
the ingratitude of their countrymen still more intolerable than
the hostility of the Christians. ~ Tidings canfe. that the cnemy
was advancing with his triumphant legipns, to lay waste thg
country alput Granada. Still El Zagal did not dare to take
the field. ‘The two alcaydes of Ilora aud Moclin stood beforc
him. ¢ We have defended youg fortresses,” said they,
“antil we were almost buried under their ruins; and for our
reward, ge receive scoffs and revilings. , Give us, O king,
an opportunity in which knightly valour may signalize
iteelf ; not shut up behindestone walls, but in the open con-
fliet of the fitld! '[he enémy approaches, to lay our country
desolate. Give us men to meet him in the advance; and let
shame light upon our heads if we M found wanting in the
battle !

The two brothers were sent forth with a large force of
horseeand foot. Kl Zatal micended, should they be successful,
to issue out with his whole force; and, by a decisive victory,
repair the losses he had suffered. When the people saw
the well-known sfandards of the brothers going"orth to battle,
thore was. a feeble shout; but the aleaydes passed on
with stern countenances; for they® knew the same voices:
would curse them were they to réturn unfortunate. They
cast a farewell look upon fair Granada, and upon the beautiful
fields of their infancy, as if for these they werg willing to lay
down their lives, but not for an ungratefdl people.

The army of Ferdirtand had argjved within two leagues of
Granady, at the bridge of Pinos, a pass famous in the wars:
of the Moors and Christians for many a bloody conflict. It
wag the pass By which the Castilian monagchs gencrally made
their inroads, and was capable of great defence, from the
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ruggedness of the country, and the difficulty of the bridge.
The king, with the main body of the army, had attained the
brow of a hill, when they beheld the advanced guard, under
the Marquis of Cadiz and the master of Santiago, furiously

attacked by the encmly, in the vicinity of the bridge. l‘he
Moors rushed to the assault with thbir usual shouts, but with
mere than usual feroeity.

There was a hard struggle at the bridge, both parties know-
ing the importance of the pass: The king particularly noted
the prowess of two Moorish cavaliers, alike in arms snd
devices, and who, by their bearing and attendance, he per-
ceived to be commanders of the enemy. 'They were the
two brothers, the alcaydes of Illora and Moclin. ~ Wherever
they turned, they”carried confusion and death into the ranks
of the Christians; but they fought with desperation rather
than valour. The Count de Cabra and his brother, Don
Martin de Cordova, pressed forward with eagerness against
them; but, having advanced too precipitately, were sur-
rounded by the foe, and in imminent danger. A young
Christian knight, sceing ‘their peril, hastened with his fol-
lowers to their relicf. The king rccognized him for Don
Juan de Arragon, Count of Ribargoza, his own nephew ; for
he was illegitimate son of the Duke of Villahermosa, illegi-
timate brother of King Ferdinand. The splendid armour of
Don Juan, and the sumpLuoub caparison of his steed, rendered
him a brilliant object of attack. Hc was assailed on all
sides, and his superb stecd slain under him; yet still he
fought \Jllantlv, beariag for a while the brunt of the fight,
and giving the cxhausted forces of the Count de Cabra time
to recover breath.

Seeing the peril of these troops, and the general obstinacy
of the contest, the king ordered the royal stundard to be
advanced, and hastencd with all his forces to the relief of the
Count de Cabra. At his &pproach, the encmy gave way, and
retreated towards the bridge. The two Moorish commanders
endeavoured tosrally their troops, and animate them to defend
this pass to the utmbst. 'lhey used prayers, rciponstrances,
menaces ; but nearly in vain. They* could only collect a
scanty handful of cavalicrs.  With these they planted them-
sclves at the head of the bridge, and disputed it inch by inch.
The fight was hot apd obstmute for but few could contend
hand to hand, yet many dlscharged crossbows and arquebuscs
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from the banks. The river was covertd with the floating
bodies of the slain. The Moorish band of cavaliers was
almest entirely cut to pieces ; the two brothers fell covered
with wounds, upon the bridge they had so resolutely defended.
They had given up the battle for Iost, Buf had determined not
to return alive to ungrateful Granada. When the ‘people «of
the capital hear@®how devptedly they had fallen, they lamented
greatly their deaths, and extolled their memory. A column
was erected to their honowin the vicinity of the bridge,
which long went by the name of “the tomb of the
brothers.”

The army of Ferdinand now marched on, and established
its camp in the vicinity of Granada. The wprthy Agapida
gives many triumphant details of the ravages consmitted in
the vega. which was again laid waste ; sthe grain. fruits, and
other proguctions of the carth destroyed, and that earthly
Paradise rendercd a dreary desert.  He narrates several fierce
but ineffectual sallies and skirmishes of the Moors in defence
of their favounte plain; among which, one deserves to be
mentiongd, as it records the achicvement of one of the saintly
heroes of this war.

During one of the movements of the*Christian army near
the walls of Granada, a battalion of fifteen hundred cavalry,
and a large force of foot, had sallied from the city. and posted
themselves near some gardens,®which were swrrounded by a
canal, and traversed by ditches, for the purpose of irrigation.

The Moors beheld the Ijpke del Infantado pass by with his
two aplendid battaliodls, one of men at arms, the other of
ight cavalry, armed ¢ la genefe.  In company with him, but
following as a rearguard, was Don Garcia Osqrio, the belli-
gerent Bishop of Jaen, attended by Francisco Boradillo, the
gorregidor of his city, and followed bY two squadrons of men-
at-arms from Jaen, Andujur, Ubeda, and Baza.®  The success
of the preceding year's campaign had given the good bishop
an inclination for warlike affairs, and he had onee more buckled
on his cuirass. ' .

The Moors were much given to stratagem in warfare. They
looked wistfully at the*magnificerg squadrops of the Duke del
Infantado ; but their martial discipline precluded all aftack.
The food bighop promised to hie a more easy prey. Suffering
the duke andghis troops to pass unmolestgd, they approached

* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 62, .
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the squadrons of the bishop, and making a pretended attack,
skirmished slightly, and fled in apparent confusion. The bishop
considered the day his own, and, scconded by his corregidor;
* Bovadillo, followed with valorous precipitation. The Moors fled
into the Jinerta del Fey, or orchard of the king.  Thé troops
of «the bishop followed hotly after them. When the Moors
petecived their pursuers fairly embarrassed 4mong the iritri-
eacies of the garden, they turned fiereely upon them, while
some of théir number threw open the sluices of the Xenil.
In an instant the canal which encireled, and the ditehes whirch
traversed the garden, were filled with water, and the valiant
bishop and his followers found themselves overwhelmed by a
deluge.® A seene, of great confusion succeeded.  Some of
the men of Jaen, stoutest of heart and hand, fought with the
Moors in the gardeny while others struggled with the water,
endeavouring to escape across the canal, in whick attempt
many horses were drowned.  Tortunately, the Duke del
Tnfuntado perecived the surre into which his companions had
fallen, and despatehed his light cavalry to their assistance.
The Moors were compelled to fly, and driven along the
road of Elvira up to the gates of Granada. Several Christian
cavaliers perished in” this affray ; the bishop himself escaped
with difficulty, having slipped from his saddle in crossing the
caual, but saved himsclf by holding on to the tail of his
charger.  This perilous achievement scems to have satisfied
the good bishop's belligerent propensities.  * e retired on
his laurels,” says Agapida, “to bis city of Jaen, where, on
the fruition of all good things, he gradually waxed too corpu-
lent for his corslet, which was bung up in the hall of his
episcopal palage ; and we hear no more of his military deeds
throughout the residue of the holy war of Granada.”f
King Ferdinand havifig completed his 1avage of the vega,
and kept El Zagal shut up in his’eapital, conducted his army
back through the pass of Lope, to rejoin Queen Isabella at
Moclin. The fortresses latcly taken being well garrisoned
and supplicd, Irs gave the command of the frontier t6 his
cousin, Don Fadrique de Toledo, afterwards so famous in' the

* Pulgar. : oo

"+ Don Luis Osoria fué obispo de Jacn desde el ado de 1483, i pre-
8idi6 en esta iglesia harta €l de 1496 en que muri6 cn Flandes & onde
fué acomp:.iiando & la Trincesa Dofia Juana, esposa del Archiduque Don
Felipe.—Espafia Sagrada. Por Fr. M. Risco, tom. xli. trat. 77. cap. 4.
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Netherlands as the Duke of Alva. The campaign being thus
.eompletely crowned with sucebss, the sovereigns returned in
triwmph to the city of Cordovd.

T i

°

o CH‘APTER XLV.
L]

.No sooncr did the lastsquadron 8f Christian cavalry disap-

pear. behind the mountain of Elvira, and the note of its

trumpets die away upon the car, than the longe suppressed

wrath of old Muley cl Zagal burst forth. e determined no

longer to be half a king, reigning over a divided kingdd, in

a diyided capital, but to exterminate, by any means, fair or
foul, his nephew Boabdil and his confederates. I{e turned
fariously upon those whose factious condutt had dgterred him
from sallying upon the foe. Some he pupished by confiscatign,
others by banishment, others by death. Once undisputed
amonarch of the entire kingdom, he trusted to his military
skill to retrieve his fortune, and rive the Christians over the
fronticr.

.- BoaQdil, however, had again fetired ,to Velez ¢l Blaneo,
on the confines of Murcia, where he could avail himself, in
wase of cmergency, of any assistance or protection afforded
him by thé policy of Férdinand. His defeat had blighted
his yeviving fortunes, for the people considered him as
Anevitably doomed to misfortune. » Still, while he lived, El
Zagal knew he would be a rallying poiut for faction, and
liable, at any moment, to be clevated into power by the
capricious multitude? Yic had recourse, therefore. to the
~most perfidious means to compass his destruetion.  IIe sent
. ambassadors to him, representing the necessity of concord for
the salvation of gthe kingdom, and even offerthg to resign the

. title of king, and to become subjecs to his sway, on receiving
.seme cstate, on which he scould ltve in tranquil retivement.
-But, while the ambassadors bore these words of peace, they
were , furnished with poisoned herbs, which they were to
admijnister secretly to Boabdil; and. if they failed in this
.attempt, they had pledged themselws to despatch him
openly. while engagel in convergation. They were instigated
to this treason by promises of great reward, and by assurances
from the alfaquis, that Boabdil was an apostate, whose death
would be dgreptable to heaven.
" : t -
The young monarch wus secretly apprized.of thé concerted
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treason, and refused 'an audience to the ambassadors. He
denounced his uncle as the murderer of his father and his
kindred, and the usurper of his throne, and vowed_never to
relent in hostility to him, until he should place his head on
the Walls of the Alhambra.

Open war again broke out between the two monarchs,
though fecbly carried on, in consequence of their mutual em-
barrassments.  Ferdinand again extended his assistance to
Boabdil, otdering the commanders of his fortresses to aid
him in all enterprises against his uncle, and against sugch
places as refused to acknowledge him as king. And Don
Juan de Benavides, who commanded in Loxa, even made
inroads, in his name, into the territories of Almeria, Baza,
and Guadiz, which owned allegiance to Kl Zagal.

«The unfortunate -Boabdil had three great evils to contend
with ; the inconstancy of his subjects, the hostility of his
uncle, and the friendship of Ferdinand. The lust was by far
the most baneful ; his {ortancs withered under it. He was
looked upon as the enemy of his faith and of his country.
The cities shut their gates againgt him.  The peoply cursed
him. Xven the scanty band of cavaliers, who had hitherto
followed his ill starred banner, began to desert him ; for he
had not wherewithal to reward, or even to support them. His
spirit sank with his fortune; and he feared that, in a little
time, he should not have o sprd of earth whercon to place his
standard, or an adherent to rally under it.

In the midst of his despondengy, he reccived a message
from his lion-hearted mother. the suitana Ayxa la Horra.
«For shame,” said she, * to linger about the borders of your
kingdom, when a usurper is seated in your capitall. Why
look abroad for perfidious aid, when you have loyal hearts
beating true to you in Granada? The albaycin is ready to
throw open its gates to receive you. Strike home vigorously.
A sudden blow may mend all, or make an end. A throne,
or a grave ! for a king, there is no honourable medium.”

Boabdil was of an undeeided character : but there are eir-
cumstances which biing the most wavering to a decision,
and, when once resolved, they are apt to act with a daring
impulse, unknown to steadier judgments. The message of
the sultana roused him from a dream. Granadp, beautiful
Granada !, with its statcly Alhambra, its delicioug gardens, its
gushing and limpid fountains, sparkling among groves of
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orangc, citron, and myrtle, ros, before him, * What have 1
done,” exclaimed he, *“that 1 sghould Le an cxile from this
paradisc pf my forcfathers, a wanderer and fugitive in my own
kingdom, while a murdcrous usurper sits proudly upon my
thronc? Surcly, Allah will befriend the rigl'lteoys cause :
one blow, and all may be my own !”, .

He suramonedthis scanty band of cavaliers. “ Who is ready
to follow his monarch unto the death?” said he; and every
one laid his hand upon his &meter. “ Enough!" said he
““lgt each man arm himself, and prepare his steed in segret,
for an enterpise of toil and peril : if we succeed, our reward
is empire !

CHAPTER XLV.¥

¢ In thg hand of God.” exclaims an old Arabian chronieler,
“is the destiny of princes: he alone giveth empire. A single
Moorisk horseman, mounted on a fleet Arabian steed, was one
day traversing the mountains whicly extend between Granada
and the, frontiers of Murcia. Ile galloped swiftly through
the valleys, but paused and looked out cautiously from the
summit of eyery height. ® A squadron of cavalicrs followed
warily at a distance.  There were fifty lances. The richness
of their armour and attire showed them to be warriors of
noble rank, and their leader Id a lofty and prince-like de-
meanour.”  The squadron thus deseribed by the Arabian
chronicler was the Moorgh king Boabdil and his devoted
followors. ‘

For two nights and a day they pursued their adventurous
journcy, avoiding all populous parts of thegcountry, and
choosing the mogt solitiry passes of the mountains. They
suffered severe hardships and fatifues; but they suffered
without a murmur. They Were accustomed to rugged cam-
paigning, and their steeds were of generous and unyiclding
spirit. 1t was midnight, and all was dark and silent, as they
descended from the mountains, aild approashed the city of
Granada. They passed along quictly under the shadow of its-
walls, until they arrivhd near thesgate of the albaycin. Here
Boabdil ordered his followers to halt, and remain concealed.
Taking but,four or five with him, he advanced resolutely to
the gate, andl knocked with the hilt of his cimater. The
guards demanded who sought to cnter at that unseasonable



-

176 171 CONQTEST OF GRANLDA.

hour. “Your king!” exclajmed Boabdil: « open the g,utc,
and admit him.”

The guards held forth a hwht and recognised the, person of
the vouthful monarch, ’l‘hcy were struc,l\ with quddon awe,
and thr¢w open the gates, and Boabdil and his followers
ettered wnmolested.  They galloped to the dwellings of the
pHincipal inhabitants of the albawein; th\ﬁldenno' at their
portals. and summomng them to rize, and take arms for their

rightful sovereign. The sumimons was instantly obeyed :
trm,n pots resounded throughout the streets; the gleam of

torehes and the flash of arms showed the Moors hurrying
tu their gathering places ; and by daybreak the whole-foree
of the albayein was rallied under the standard of Boabdil.
Such was'the success of this sudden and desperate act of the
young monarch: for we are assured by contemporary histo-
riumns, ﬂnt there had been no previous concert or arvangement.
¢ As the guards opened the gate of the city to admit him,”
observes a pious chronieler, * so God opl-ncd the hearts of the
Moors to receive him as their king.”#

In the morning,rearly, the tidings of this event vansed ¥l
Zagal from his slumbers in the Alhambra. The fiery old
warrior assembled bis guard in laste, and made his ‘way.
sword in hand, to the albayein, hoping to come upon his
nephew by surprise.  Ie was vigorously met by Boabdil and
his adherents, and driven “back into’ the quarter of the
Alhumbra.  An encounter took place between the two kings
in the square before the prineipal mosque.  Ilere thev
fought, hand to humd, with nnplacflbh- fury, as though i#t had
been agreed to decide their competition for the crown by
single oombat, In the tomult of this chance medley affray,
however. they were separated, and the parks of El Zagal was
ultimately driven from the square.

The battle raged for some time in the strects and places of
the city; but, im(lmgr their powers of mischief cramped
within such narrow limits, both parties sallied forth into the
ficlds, and fooght heneafh the walls until evening. Many
fell on both Qld(‘s' and at night cach party withdrew into
it quarter. until the morning gave them light to renew the
unnatural conflict.  For several days the iwo divisions of the
city remained like hostile powers arrayed againsf each other.
The party of thc Adhambra was more nuncroug. than that of

* Pulgar.
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the albaycin, and contained most of thé nobility and -chi-
valry; but the adherents of Boabdil were men hardened and
strengthengd by labour, and habitually skilled in the excrcise
of arms.

The albayein underwent a kind of slege by the forced of
EL Zagal: ‘they effected breaches in the walls, ald made
repeatcd attemptsto carry i sword inhand, but were as oftets
repulsed The troops of Boabdil, on the other hand, made

frequent sallics; and, in the cbuflicts which took Place, the
hatged of the combatants rose to such a pirch of fury, thatno
quarter was given on cither side.

Boabdil pcrcenved the inferiority of his force. He drcaded
also that his adherents, being for the most part tradesmen
and artisans, would become unp.ltwnt of this interreption of
their ginful occupations, and dishearteued by these continuale
scenes of canage. e sent missives, therefore. in all haste,
to Don Vadrique de Toledo, who commanded the Christian
forces on the fronticr, evtreating his @ssistance.

Don Fadrique had reccived mdcrs from the politic Fer-
dinand to, aid the youthful monarcll in all his contests with
hiz uncle. He advanced, therefore, with a body of troops
near to Granpda; but, wary less some tteuchery might be
intended, he stood for some time aloof. watching the move-
ments of the parties. The furious and sanguinary nature of
the conflicts, which distracted wubappy Granada, soon con-
vineed him that therc was no collusion between the monarehs.
He sent Boabdil, therefore,ga reinforcement of Christian foot
soldiers and arquebusidrs, under Fernin Alvarez de Soto-
mayor, aleayde of Colomara. This was as a fire brand thrown
in to lx(rht up anew the Hames of war in the city, which
remained raging hetween thé \Iooush inhabitants for the
space of fifty days

CHAPTER XLVI.

Hrrnerro the events of this rénowned war have been
little else than a succession of brilliant *but brief exploits.
such as sudden forays ahd wild skigmishes among the mou:.
tains, or the surprisals of castles, fortresses, and fronti.-
towns. 'We ppproach now to more important and prolonged
operations, in dvhich ancient and mighty cigics, the bulwarks
of Granada, were invested by powerful armiesy subdued by



178 THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

slow and regular sieges, and thus the capital left naked and
alone. . .

The glorious triumphs of the Catholic sovereigns, says Fray
Antonio Agapida, hn;i resounded throughout the Kast, and
filléd all heathencsse with alarm. The Grand Turk, Bajazct
M., and 'his deadly foe the Grand Soldan of Egypt, suspend-
ihg for a time their bloody feuds,, enteredeinto a league to
protect the religion of Mahomet and the kingdom of Granada
from the' hostilitics of the Christians. It was concerted
between them, that Bajazet should.send a powerful armada
against the island of Sicily, then appertaining to the Spanish
crown, for the purpose of distracting the attention pf the
Castilian sovoreigus, while, at the same- time, great bodies of
troops shtould be poured into Granada from the opposite coast
of Africa. .

Ferdinand and Isabella received timely intelligepee of these
designs. They rcsolved at once to carry the war into the
seabord of Gramada, to «possess themsclves of its ports, and
thus, as it were, to bar the gates of the kingdom against all
cxternal aid. Malaga was to be the main object of gttack: it
was the principal seaport of the kingdom, and almost ncces-
sary to its cxistence. 1t had long been the seat of opulent
commerce, sending many ships to the coasts of Syria. and
Fgypt. It was also the great chanuel of communication
with Africa, through whith were introduced supplies of
money, troops, arms. and steeds, from Tunis, Tripoli, Fez,
Tremezan, and other Barbary pewers. It was cmphatically
called. therefore, the Iland aud Mouth of Granada. -

Before laying siege to this redoubtable ecity, however, it
waus deemed, necessury to sceure the neighbouring city of
Velez Malaga, and its dependent places, wwhich might other-
wise harass the besicgihg army. .

For this impoitant campaign, the nobles of the kingdon
were again summoucd to take the ficld with their forces, in
the spring of 1487. 'The menaced invasion of the infidel
powers of thes Kast had*awakened new ardour in the bosoms
of ali true Christian knights, and so zealously did they respohd
to the summens of the sopercigns, tHat an army of twenty
thousand cavalry, and fifty thousand foot. the flower of Spanish
warriors led by the bravest of Spauish cavaligrs, thronged
the rengwned cityeof Cordova at the appointeditime,

On the night before this mighty host set forth upon its
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march, an earthquake shook the city. The inhabitants,
awakened by the shaking of the walls and rocking of the
towers, flad to the courts and squares, fearing to be over-
wheimed by the ruins of their dwelliygs. 'The earthquake
was.most violent in the quarter of the royal residgnce, the
site of the ancient palace of the Moorish kings. Many lookell
upon this as an%omen of some impending evil, but Fray
Antonio Agapida, in that infallible spirit of divinatjon which
succeeds an cvent, plainly reads in it a presage, that the
empire of the Moors was about to be shaken to its centre. s

It was on Saturday. the eve of the Sunday of Palms, says
a worthy and loyal chronicler of the times, that the most
Catholic monarch departed with his army to,render service to
heaven, and make war upon the Moors.* Ileavy Tains had
swelled all the streams, and rendered the roads decp and®
difficult. 9'he king, therefore, divided his host into two
bodics. In one he put all the artillery, guarded by a strong
body of horse. and commanded by *the master of Aleantara,
and Martin Alonzo, senior of Moytemayor. This division
was 10 preceed by the road through the villeys, where pas-
turage abounded for the oxen which drew ghe ordnance.

The main hody of the army was led by the king in person.
It was divided into numerous battalions, cach commanded by
some distmguished cavalier. The king took the rough and
perilous road of the mountains; #nd few mountains are more
rugged and difficult than those of Andalusia.  ‘The roads are
mere mule-paths, stragglingamidst rocks and along the verge
of pretipices. clambermg vast eraggy heights, or descer ding
into frightful chasms and ravines, with scanty and uncertain
foothold for cither man or steed.  Four thousnd pioncers
were sent in advafee, under the alcayde de los Donzeles, to
eonqucr. in some degree, the, asperitjes of the road.  Some
had pickaxes and crows, to break the rocks; some im-
plements to construct bridges over the mountain torrents;
while it was the duty of others to lqy stepping-stones in the
smaller strcams.  As the country was jihalfited by ficrce
Moorish mountaineers, Jon Dicgo de Castrillo was despatched,
with a body of horse and foot, ¢o tuke possession of the
heights and passes. Notwithstanding every precaution, the
royal prmy sutfered excessivelys on its march. At one time,
there was no place to encamp for five letgues of the most

* Pulgar Cronica dc los Reyes Catholicos.
‘ N2 u
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toilsome and mountainous country, and many of the beasts of
burden sank down and perished on the road. :
It was with the greatest joy, therefore, that the reyal army
emerged from these stern und frightful defiles, and eame to
where teey looked® down upon the vega of Velez Malagh.
"Lhe region before them wvas one of the most delectable to the
eye that ever was ravaged by un atimy. Shdltered from every
rude blast by a screen of mountains, and sloping and expand-
ing to the south, this lovely valley was quickened by the
most gencrous sunshine, watered by the silver meandcrings
of the Velez, and refreshed by cooling breezes from the
Mediterrancan.  The sloping hills were covered withe vine-
yards ang olive-tyees, the distant fields waved with grain, or
were verdant with pasturage, while around the city were
‘delightful gardens, the fuvourite retreats of the Moors, where
their white pavilions gleamed among groves of oranges,
citrons, and pomegranates, and were surmounted by stately
palms, those plants of soufhern growth, bespeaking a gencrous
climate and a cloudless sky. : v
In the upper part of this delightful valley, the city of Velez
Malaga reared its warrior battlements. in stern contrast’ to
the landscape. It was built on the declinity of a steep and
insulated hill, and strongly fortified by walls and towers.
The crest of the hill rose high above the town into a mere
crag. inaccessible on every other side, and crowned by-a
powerful castle, which domincered over the swrounding
country. 'T'wo suburbs swept down jnto the valley, from the
skirts of the town, and were defended, by bulwarks and deep
ditches.  The vast ranges of gray mountains, often eapped
with eloudstwhich rose to the north, were inhabiied by a
hardy and warlike race, whose strong forttesses of Comares,
Canullas. Competa, autr.Bcnomarhorga, frowned down fro
cragued heights. :
At the time that the Christian host arrived in sight of this
valley, a squadron was hpvering on the smooth sea before it,
displaying thé banner of Castile. This was cémmanded by
the Count of Trevento. and consisted of four armed galleys,
convoying a number of cafavels, laden with supplies for ‘the
army.
After surveying the ground, King Ferdinand-encamped ‘on
the side of a4 mourtain, which advanced close tb the city, and
was the last of a rugged sierra, or chain of hcights, that
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extended quite to Granada. On the sumthit of this mountain,
and overlooking the camp, was a Moorish town, powerfully
fortified, qalled Bentomiz, and Which, from its vicinity, had
heen consxdercd capable of yielding great assistance to Velez

Malagn. Scveral of the gencrals rcmonstrfltul with the Ring
for choosing a post so exposed to assaults from tlie moun-
tainecrs. Ferdinand replicd, that he should thus cut off all
communication between the town and the city; and that, as
to the danger, his soldiers must keep the more vigitant guard

agxilnst surprise.

ing Ferdinand rode forth, attended by several cav: ahms,
and a small number of cuirassiers, .1ppnmtmg the various
stations of the camp. While a body of foot soldiers were
taking possession, as an advanced guard, of an #mportant
helgat which oyerlooked the city, the king retired to a ten
to take refreshment. While at table, he was startled by
a sudden uproar, and. leoking forth, beheld his soldiers flying
hefore a superior force of the cncmy. The king had on no
other armour but a cuirass. Selzing a lance, however, he
sprang ypon his horse, and gallopéd to proteet the fugitives,
followed by his handful of knights and cuirassiers. \\ hen
the '\pamru'(]s saw the king h.lstenm"' *to their aid, they
turned upon their pursuers. ch(hn'md, in his eagerness,
threw himself into the midst of the foe. One of his grooms
was killed beside him ; but before® the Moor who slew him
could cscape, the l\uur transfixed him with his lance. He
then sought to draw T sword, which hung at his saddle-
bow, dut in vain. Neter had he been exposed to such peril :
he was surrounded b¥ the cnemy, without a weapon where-
with to defend himselt.

In this momenteof awful jeopardy, the \lmqms of Cadiz,
the Count de Cabra, the Adelantado (ﬂ' Muwcia, with two other
cavaliers, named Garcilasso 'de la V@ ¢ga and Dicgo de Atayde,
came galloping to the scene  of action, and, smlouudmu the
king, made a 10) al rampart of their bodies against the asmults
of the Moors. The horse of the nlarquis wu picreed by an
arrow, and that worthy cavalier exposed Yo imminent danger :
but, with the aid of h& valorous gompaniops, he qmdch put
the enemy to flight, and pursued them with slaughter to the
very gates df the city.

When thede loyal warriors “returned frgm the pugsuit, they
remonstrated with the king for exposing his dife in_pcrsonal

' & .
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conflicts, seeing that he had so many valiant captains, whose
business it was to fight. They reminded him, that the life of
a prince was the lifc of his pcople, and that many a brave
army was lost by the loss of its commander. They entreated
him, therefore, in future to protect them with the force of his
ntind in the eabinet. rather than of his arm in the ficld.

* Ferdinand acknowledged the wisdom of their adviee, but
deciared, that he could not see his people in peril without
venturing his person to assist them: a rcply, say the old
chroniclers, which delighted the whole army, inasmuch: as
they saw, that he not only governed them as a good king, but
protected them as a valiant captain. Ferdinand, however,
was conscious of the extremec peril to which he had been
exposed, tind made a vow never again to venture into battle
without having his sword girt to his side.*

‘When this achievement of the king was related 1o Isabella,
she trembled amidst her joy at his safety ; and afterwards, in
memorial of the event, shd granted to Velez Malaga, as the
arms of the city, the fisure of the king on horscback, with a
groom lying dead at his feet, and the Moors flying +

The camnp was formed. but the artillery was yct on the
road, advancing with iufinite labour at the rata of merely a
leaguc a day; for heavy rains had converted the streams of
the valleys into raging torrents, and completely broken up the
roads. In the meantime King Ferdinand ordered an assault
on the suburbs of the city. They were carried, after a san-
guinary conflict of six hours, in which many Christian cava-
liers were killed and wounded. and among the latter Don
Alvaro of Portugal, son of the Duke of Braganza. The
suburbs were then fortified towards the city with trenches
and palisades, and garrisoned by a chosen“force under Don
Fadrique de Toledo. Uther trenches were dug round the
city, and from the suburbs to the royal camp, so as to cut off
all communication with the surrounding country.

Bodies of troops were also sent to take possession of the
mountain passet, by. which the supplics for the army had to
be brought. The mountains, however, were so steep and
rugged, and so full of defil>s and lurking places, that the
Moors could sally forth and retreat in perfect security, fre-
quently sweeping down upoun Christian convoys, and bearing

; ﬁlcscaa; Hist. Poniif. lib. vi. ¢. 20. Vedmar, Hist.' Velez Malaga.

em,
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off both booty and prisoncrs to their strong-holds. Some-
timgs the Moors would light firek at night on the sides of the
mountaing, which would be answered by fires from the watch-
towers and fortresscs. By these signals they would concert
assaults upon the Christian camp, which, in consequence,
was obliged to be continually on the alert, and really to fly
to arms. . . : .

King Ferdinand flattered himself, that the manifestation of
his force had struck sufficient *terror into the citys and that,
by, offers of clemency, it might be induced to capitulate. IHe
wrote a letter, thercfore, to the commanders, promising, in
case pf immediate surrender, that all the inhabitants should
be permitted to depart with their effects; but thrcatening

“them with fire and sword if they persisted in defeyee.  This
letter was despatched by a cavalicr, ngmed Carvajal, Wht.),
putting itson the end of a lance, gave it to the Moors who
were on the walls of the city. The commanders replied, that
the king was too noble and magnanimous to pul such a threat
in exccution, and that they should not surrender, as they
knew thg artillery could not be brofight to the camp, and they
were promised succour by the king of Granada.

At the same time thas he recerved this reply, the king
learned, that at the strong town of Comares, upon a height
about two leagues distaut from the camp, a large number of
warriors had asscmbled from the Axarquia, the same moun-
tains in which the Christian cavaliers had been massacred in
the beginning of the wpr; and that others were daily
expeeted, for this rugged sierra was capable of furnishing
fifiecn thousand fighting men.

King Ferdinand felt that his army, thus di,.?;ointed and cn-
closed in an cnenwy’s country, was in a perilods situation, and
that the utmost discipline and vigilamce were necessary. He
put the camp under the strictest tegulations, forbidding all
gaming, blasphemy, or brawl, and expelling all loose women,
and their attendant bully-ruffians, the usual fomenters of riot
and contention among soldiery." He ordered, that none
should sally forth to skirmish without permission from their
commanders ; that nbne should, set ﬁrc'.to the woods on the
neighbouring mountaine, and that all word of security given
to Moorish;places or individuals should be inviolably observed.
The'se regulgtions were enforced by sevgre penalties, and had
such salutary effect, that, though a vast host of varlous people

"4 °
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were collected together, not an opprobrieus epxthet was heard,
nor a weapon drawn in quarfel.

In the meantime the cloud of war went on gathermg
about the summits of the mountains ; multitndes of the fieree
warriors of the sieria descended to the lower heights: of
Bentomiy, which overhung the camp, intending to force their
Way into the city. A d.etaehmeqt was sent against them,
whieh, after sharp fighting, drove them to the hlgher eliffs. of
the mountein, wherc it was impossible to pursne them. 2

Ten days had clapsed since the encampment of the army,
yet still the artillery had not arrived. ~ The lombards-and
other heavy ordnance were left, in despair, at Antequeras
the rest came groaning slowly through the narrow valuys,
which weye filled with long trains of artillery and cars laden
with munitions. Ag length part of the smaller ordnance
arrived within half a lea«-uc of the camp, and the,Christians
were animated with the hopc~ of soon being able to make a
regular attack upon the fortifications of the city.

© CHAPTER XLVIIL

WniLe the stancard of the cross waved on the hills before
Velez Malaga. and every height and cliff bristled with hostile
arms, the civil war between the factions of the Alhawmbra and
the Albayein, or rather between Il Zagal and El Chico, con-
tinued to convulse the city of Granada.

The tidings of the investment of Velez Malaga at leng'ﬂx
roused the attention of the old men and the alfuqms, whose
heads were not heated by the daily broils. They spread
themselves through the city, and cndeavoured to arouse the
people to a sense "of their common danger. ,

¢ Why,” said they.. ** continue these  brawls betdvean
brethren and kindred® What battles are these, where even
triumph is ignominious, and the vietor blushes and congeals
his scars? Behold the Christians ravaging the land won
by the valour and blood of your forefathers, dwelling in the
houses they have built, sitting under the trces they have
planted, while your brethren wander «about, houscless and
desolate. Do you ‘wish to scek your veal foe? Ie is .eps
camped on the mountain of Bentomiz. Do you want a field
for the display of your \alour' You will ﬁnd it before tha
walls of Vélez Mulaga
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‘When they had roused the spirit of the people, they made
their way to the rival kings, and addressed them with like
remonstrances. ITamet Aben Zarrex, the inspired santon. re-

oathed El Zagal with his blind and senseless ambition.
* You are striving to be king,” said hé® bitterly, « yet saffer
the kingdom to be lost.” ] * .

¥l Zagal foundshimself in a perplexing dilemma. He had
a double war to' wage, with the cuemy without and the enemy
within. Should the Christiang gain possession of the-sencoast,
it would be ruinous to the kingdom ; should he léave Granhda
to oppose them, his vacant throne might be seized on by*his
nephaw. He made a merit of necessity, and pretending to
yield to the remonstrances of the alfaquis, endeavoured to
compromise with Boabdil. IHe expressed deep concern at
the daily losses of the country, caused Qy the dissensions qof
the capital; an opportunity now presented itself to retrieve all
by a blow. The Christians had. in a manner, put themselves
in a tomb between the mountains ;,nothing remained but to
throw the earth upon them. 1lle offered to.resign the title of
king, to submit to the government ‘of his ;nephew, and fight
under his standard ; all he desired was to hasten to the relief
of Velez Malpga, and to take full vengeante on the Christians.

Boabdil spurned his proposition as the artifice of a hypocerite
and a traitor. ** IJow shall I trust a man,” said he, * who
has murdered my father and my kindred by trcachery, and
repeatc;d}y songht my own life, both by violence and stra-

em 3] .

El Zagal foamed with rage and vexation, but there was no
time to be lost. He was beset by the altaquis and the nobles
of his court ; the youthful cavaliers were hot for aection, the
common people lomd in their complaints that the richest eities
were abandoned to the enemy.  Thewid warrior was naturally
fond of fighting ; he saw al<o, that to remain inactive would
endanger both crown and kingdom, whereas a successful blow
would secure his populurity in Granada. Ife had a much
more powerful force than his nephéw, having lately reccived
reinforcements from Baza, Guadix, and Almaria; he could
march therefore with® large fogee, and “yet leave a strong

rrison in the Alhambra. He formed his measures accord-
ingly. and departed suddenly in the night, at the head of one
thousand homse and twenty thousand foot, e took the most
unfrequented roads along the chain of mountains extending

LV . .
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from Granada to the height of Bentomiz. and proceeded with
such rapidity as to arrive there before King Ferdinand hed
notice of his approach.

The Christians were alarmed one evening by the sudden
blazing of great fircs‘'on the mountain, about the fortress of
RBentomiz. By the ruddy light they beheld the flash of wea-
pons and the array of troops, and they heard the distant sound
of Moorish drums and trumpets. The fircs of Bentomiz were
answered by fires on the towers of Velez Malaga. The shouts
of “El Zagal! El Zagal!” echoed along the cliffs and re-
sounded from the city, and the Christians found that the old
warrior king of Granada was on thc mountain above tlmu'
camp.

"The spirits of tne Moors were suddenly r'usod to a pitch of
the greatest exultation, while the Christians were astonished
to sec this storm of war rcady to burst upon their heads. The
Count de Cabra, with his accustomed cagerness when there
was a king in the field, would fain have scaled the heights,
and attacked El Zagal before he had time to form his camp ;
but Ferdinand, wbo was more cool and wary, restrained him,
To attack the height would be to abandon the siege. He
ordered every one, therefore. to keep vigilant watch at his
post. and to stand ready to defend it to the utmost, but on no
account to sally forth and attack the enemy.

All night the signal fites kopt blazing along the mountains,
rousing and mumaun" the whole country. ‘Lhe morning sun
rose over the lofty summit of Bentomiz on a scene of martial
splendour. As its rays glanced down the mountair, they
lighted up the white tents of the Christian cavaliers. cresting
its lower prominences, their pennons and ensigns fluttering in
the morning ‘breeze. The sumptuous pa- ilion of the king,
with the holy standard of the cross, and the royal banners of
Castile and Arragon, ddminated the encampment. Beyond
lay the city, its lofty castle and numcrous towers glistening
with arms, while above all, and just on the profile of the
height. in the full blaze of the rising sun, were descried the
tents of the Moor, lus turbaned troops clustering about them,
and his infidel banuers floating against* the sky. Columns of
smoke rose where the night fire had blazed, and the clash of
the Moorish cymbal, the bray of the trumpet, and the neigh
of steeds, were faintly heard from those airy heights.  So pure
and transparent is the atmospherc in this region, that every
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object can be distinctly seen at a great distance, and the
Christians were able to behold ;he formidable host of foes,
that were gathering on the summits of the surrounding moune
tains.

+ One of the first measures of the Moorish, king was to dethch
a large force under Rodovan de Vanegas, aleayde of Granada,
to fall upon the cenvoy of ordnance, which stretched for a
great distance through the mountain defiles. Ferdinand had
anticipated this attempt, and %cent the commander” of Leon
with a body of horse and foot to reinforce the master of Al-
cantara. Kl Zagal, from his mountain height, beheld the
detachment issac from the camp, and immediately 1ecalled
Rodovan de Vanegas. The armies now remained quict for a
time, the Moor looking grimly down upon tiie Christmn camp,
like a tiger meditating a bound upon his prey.  The Christiang
were in w fearful jeopardy; a hostile city below them, a

owerful army above them, and on every side mountains filled
with implacable foes. .

After Kl Zagal had maturely congulted the situation of the
Christiam camp, and informed himself of all the passes of the
mountain, he conceived a ]:liln to surprise the enemy, which
he flattered himsclf would $nsure their ruin, and, perhaps, the
capture of King Ferdinand. He wrote a letter to the alcayde
of the city, commanding him, in the dead of the night, on a
signal firc being made from the eountain, to sally forth with
all his troops, and fall furiously upon the camp. The king
would, at the same time, 1ush down with his army from the
mountain, and assail it 6n the opposite side, thus overwhelming
it ‘at the hour of decp repose.  This letter he despatched by a
rencgado Christian, who knew all the secretyroads of the
country, and, if tal®n, could pass himself for a Christian who
had eecaped from captivity. S

‘The fierce El Zagal, confident in the success of his stratagem,
looked down upon the Christians as his devoted viclims.  As
the sun went down, and the long shadows of the mountains
stretched across the vega, he pointed Wigh edultation to the
camp below, apparently unconscious of the,impending danger.
« Alla akbar!” cxclaimed he, “&od is great! Behold the
unbelievers are delivered into our hands: their king and
choicest chivalry will soon be at our mercy. Now is the time
to show the cBurage of men, and by one glorious vjctory re-
tricve all that we have lost. Happy he who falls fighting in
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the cause of the prophet : he will at once be transported to
the paradise of the faithful, and surrounded by immortal
houries! Ilappy he who shall survive victorious: he will
behold Granada, an earthly paradise, once more delivered from
its<foes, and restored to all its glory!” 'The words of Kl
Zagal weve received with acclamations by his troops, whe
waited impaticently for the appointed hour to pour down from
their mountain hold upon the Christians.

! CHAPTER XLVIIIL '

QuEEN Isabella and her court had remained at Cordova in
great anxiety for the result of the royal expedition. Iive
day brought tidings of the difficulties which attended the
Jtransportation of the ordnance and munitions, and of the
critical situation of the army. «

While in this state of anxious suspense, couriers arrived
with all speed from the fronticrs, bringing tidings of the
sudden sally of El Zagal from Granada to surprise the Chris-
tiun camp. All Uordova was in consternation. The destrue-
tion of the Andalusian chivalry among the mountains of this
very neighbourhoott was called to'mind; it wgs feared that
similar ruin was about to burst forth from rocks and preci-
pices upon Ferdinand and his army.

Queen Isabella shared in ¢he public alarm ; but it served
to rouse all the energies of her heroic mind. Instead of
uttering idle apprehensions, she sought only how to avert the
danger.  She called upon all the men of Andalusia, under the
age of seventy, to arm and hasten to the relief of their sove-
reign, and she prepared to set out with the first levies.

The grand cardinal of Spain, old Pedry Gonzalez de Men.
doza, in whom the piety of the saint and the wisdom of the
counsellor were mingled with the fire of the cavalier, offered
high pay to all horscmen who would follow him to aid their
king and the Christian cause ; and. buckling on armour, pre-
pared 1o lead them to the seene of danger.

The summons of ‘the quecn roused the quick Andalusian
spirit. Warriors. who hada long sinee given up fighting, and
had sent their sons to battle, now scized the sword and lance
that were rusting on the wall, and marshalled forth their
gray-headed domestics and their grandchildrens for the field.
The great dread was, that all aid would arrive too late. 1Ll
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Zngal and his host had passed like a storni through the moun-
tains, and it was fearcd the tempest had already burst upon
the Christjan camp. - . "

In the meanwhile the night had closed, which had been
appointed by El Zagal for the exccution of his plan. 1lc Rad
watched the last light of day expire, and all the Spanish camp
remained tranquily As tha hours wore away, the camp fires
were gradually extinguished. No drum or trumpet sounded
from below; nothing was heatl but now and then the heavy
trch of troops, or the cchoing tramp of horses, the usnal
patroles of the camp, and the changes of the guard. ‘L
Zagal restrained his own impatience, and that of his iroops,
until the night should be advanced, and the camp sunk in
that heavy sleep from which men are with difficulty asakened,
and, when awakened, so prone to be bewildered and dismayed,

At lenggh the appointed hour arived. By order of the
Moorish king a bright flame sprung up from the beight of
Bentomiz; but El Zagal looked ine vain for the responding
light from the city. 1lis impatience could brook 10 longer
delay: hg ordered the advance of "the anmy to deseend the
mountain defile, and attack the eamp. The detile was nu-
row and overimng by rocky.  As the trdops proceeded, they
came suddenly. in a shadowy hollow. upon a dark mass of
Christian warriors. A loud shout burst forth, and the (‘hris-
tians rushed to assail them. ‘The Moors, surprised and dis-
concerted, retreated in confusion to the height.  When 1
Zagal heard of a Christizn force posted in the defile, he
doubtad some counter *plan of the enemy. Ile gave orders
to light the mountain fires.  On a signal given, bright flames
sprung out on every height, from great pyres of wood pre-
pared for the purpse.  Clift blazed out after eliff, until the
whole atmosphere was in a glow of fidnace light. 'The ruddy
glure lit up the glens and pisses of* the mountains, and fell
strongly upon the Christian camp, revealing all its tents, and
cvery post and bulwark.  Wherever Kl Zagal turned his eyes,
he beheld the Jight of his fires flashed back faom cnirass, und
helm, and sparkhing lance ; he beheld a grloye of spears planted
il every pass, every ashailable pant bristlipg with arms. and
squadrons of horse and foot, in battle array, awaiting his
attack. 0 .

In fact, thd letter of El Zagl to the aleayde of Yelez Ma.
Ydga had been intercepted by the vigihu}t Ferdinand, and the
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renegado messenger hanged, and sceret measures taken, after
the night had closed in, to give the enemy & warm reception.
El Zagal saw that his plan’ of surprise was discqvered and
foiled: furious with disappointment, he ordered his troops
forward to the attack. They rushed down the defile with
loud crids, but were again encountered by the mass of Chris-
tian warriors, being the advanced guard of the army, com.

* manded by Don Ilurtado de Mendoza, brother of the

cardinal. © The Moors were again repulsed, and retreated up
the heights. Deon Hurtado would have pursued them: but
the ascent was steep and rugged, and casily defended by the
Moors. A sharp action was kept up through the night with
crossbows, darts, and arquebusses; the cliffs echoed with
deafening uproar,'while the fires, blazing upon the mountains,
threw a Iurid and uncertain light upon the scene.

When the day dawned, and the Moors saw that there was
1o coéperation from the city, they began to slacken in their
ardour: they beheld alse every pass of the mountain filled
with Christian troops, and began to apprehend an assault in
return. Just then King Ferdinand sent the Marquis of Cadiz,
with horse and foot, to scize upon a height occupied by a bat-
talion of the enemy. The murqgis assailed the Moors with
his usual intrepidity, and soon put them to flight. The others,
who were above, sceing their companions flying, were seized
with a sudden alarm. 'They.threw down their arms and re-
treated. One of those unaccountable panies which now and
then seize upon great bodics of penple, and to which the light-
spirited Moors were very prone, now spread through the‘camp.
They were terrified they knew not why, or at what. They
threw away swords, lances, breastplates, crossbows, every-
thing that could burden or impede their fght, and, spreading
themselves wildly over tie mountains, fled headlong down the
defiles. 'They fled without pursuers, from the glimpse of each
others arms, from the sound of each others footsteps. Ro-
dovan de Vanegns, the brave aleayde of Granada, alone sue-
cecded in collecting a body of the fugitives: he made a cireuit
with them through the passcs of the mountains, and, {forcing
his way across a weak part-of the Christian lines, galloped
towards Vclez Malaga. The rest of the Moorish host was
completely seattered. In vain did T Zagal and his knights
attept to rally them; they were left almost wuloue, and had
to consult their own sceurity by flight.  The Marquis of Cadiz,
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finding no opposition, aseended from height to height. cau-
tiously reconnoitring, and fearfyl of some stratagem or am-
bush. All, howevcr, was quiet. He reached, with his men,
the place which the Mootish army had geeupied: the heights
were abandoned, and strewed with cuirasses, cimetegs, cross-
bows, and other weapons. His foree.was too small to pursue
the enemy, and he returmed to the royal camp, laden with
the spoils. .

King Ferdinand at first could not credit so signal and
lmrpculous a defeat. Hec suspected some lurking strataggm.
He ordered, therefore, that a stiict watch ihould be main-
taineds throughout the camp, and cvery one be ready for in-
stant action. The followi ing night a thousand cavaliers and
hidalgos kept guard about the my.Ll tent, as they hade done for
several preceding nights, nor did the kingsrelax this vigilancesy
until he reseived certain intelligance that the army was com-
pletely scattered, and El Zagal ﬂyuw in confusion.

The tidings of this rout, and of titc safety of the Christian
army. arrived at Cordova just as the reinforcements were on
the pointeof setting out. The anxiety and alarm of the quecn
and the public were turncd to transports of joy and gratitude.
The forces were dlsh'mtlv(,l, solemn pr ocessions were made,
and Te Dewms chanted in the churches for so signal a vietory.

»
CHAPTER XLIX.

TrE daring spirit of the old warrior, Muley Abdalla el
Zagalin sallying forth Yo defend his territories, while he I~ft
an armed rival in his capital, had struck the people of Gra-
nada with admiration.  They recalled his foymer exploits,
and again anticipatél some hardy achievement from his furions
vuloux' Couriers from the army leprﬁ ted its formidable posi-
tion on the height of Bentomiz. For a time there was a
pause in the blood} commotions of the city : all attention was
turned to the blow about to be stiugk at the Christian camp.
The same considerations, which ditfused, anviety and terror
through Cordova, swe}led every bosom with e\ulunrr confi-
dence in Granada. The Moors expected to hear of .mothor
massacre, ]ikc that in the mountains of Malaga. * Ll Zagal
has again éntrapped the cnemy!" was the cry.  *'The
power of the imbehc\ rers is ahout to be stauck to the heart;
and we shall soon see the Christian king led captive to the
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capital!”  Thus the name of El Zagal was on every tongue.
He was cxtolled as the saviour of “the country, the only one
worthy of wearing the Moorish crown. Boabdil was reviled
as b'tsoly remaining passive while his country was invaded ;
and’ so violent beeame the clamour of the populace, that his
adherents trembled for his safety.
* While the people of Granada were impatiently looking for-
"tidings of the anticipated victory, scattered horsemen came
spurring ‘across the vega. They were fugitives from the
Moorish army, and brouuht the first incoherent account of its
defeat. Bvery one who -LttOll]I)lC(l to tell the tale of this un-
accountable panic and dispersion was as if bewildered by the
broken mcullectlou of some frightful dream. He knew not
how or why it came to pass. lle talked of a Dbattle in the
aight among rocks and precipices, by the glare of bale-fires;
of mulutu(leq of armed focs in cvery pass, scen by ¢sleams and
tlashes s of the sudden horror that seized upon the army at

daybreak, its headlong flight and total dispersion.  Hour after
hour the arrival of other tuomvce confirmed the story of ruin
and disgrace. ‘

In proportion to th(-n' reeent vaunting was the humllntxon
that now fell wpon the people of Granada. Jhere was a
universal burst, not of grief, but indignation.

They confounded thc leader thh the army; the deserted
with those who had abandloned him; and ¥l Zagal, from being
their idol, became the object of their exceration. Ile had
sacrificed the army; he had dispraced the nation; he had
betrayed the counuy He was a dadtard, a traitor; lte was
unworthy to reign!

Ona sud(l(-'n. one among the multitude cried out, « Long
live Boabdil vl Chico!” '1110 cry was cchded on all sides, and
every one shcuted, * Lot live Bo: abdil ¢l Chico! long live the
lcultmnto king of Gl'ma(]a and death to all usurpus‘ In
th(, (\\cltcm(\nt of the moment they thronged to the albayein,
and these, who had lately besicged Boabdil with arms, now
surrounded hist ]).11'}(-0 with acc]aumtmns The keys of the
city and of all the fortresses were la'ld at his feet; he was
borne in state tocthe Alhanbra, and onee more seated, with
all due ecremony, on the throne of his ancestors.

Boahdil had by this time become so accustomed to be
crowned .and uncrewned by the multitude, that he put no
great faith in the duration of their loyalty. He knew that he
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was surrounded by hollow hearts, and that most of the courticrs
of the Alhambra were scerctly devoted to his uncle. He
ascended the throne as the rightful sovereign, who had been
dispossessed of it by usurpation, and he ordered the heads of
four of the principal nobles to be stridck off, who had been
most zealous in support of the usurper. Exccution} of thiy
kind were matters of coursg on any change of Moorish govern.
ment; and Boabdil was estolled for his moderation and hu- -
manity, in being content witleso small a sacrifice. ®The fac-

tions were awed into obedience; the populace, delighted with

any’ change, extolled Boabdil to the shies, and the name®of
Muley, Abdalla cl Zagal was for a time a bye-word of scorn

and opprobrium throughout the city.

Never was any commander more astonishedl and cogfounded
by a sudden reverse than El Zagal. The evening had scen,
him with agpowerful army at his command, his encmy within
his grasp, and victory about to cover him with glory, and to
consolidate his power. The morning beheld him a fugitive
among the mountains; his army, his prosperity, his power,
all dispelled he knew not how; g8ne likg a drcam of the
night. In vain had he tried to stem the headlong flight of
the soldiery. Ile saw his synadrons breaking and dispersing
among the cliffs of the mohntains, until, of all his host, ouly
a handful of cavaliers remained faithful to him.  'With these
he made a gloomy retreat towards Granada, but with a heart
full of forchoding. When he drew near the city, he paused
on the banks of the Xenil, and sent forth scouts to collect
intelligence.  They retwrned with dejected countenances.
“The gates of Granada,” said they, “ are closed against you.
The banner of Boabdil floats on the tower of the Alhambra.”

El Zagal turncd Ais steed, and departed in filence. He
retreated to the town of Almunegars and from thence to
Almeria. places which still remainced fitithful to him. Restless
and unecasy at being so distant from the capital, he again
changed his abode, and repaired to the city of Guadix, within
a few leagues of Granada. Here hd remained  endeavouring
to rally his forces, and preparing to ayail himself of any
change in the fluctuating politics of the mefropolis.

. ) CHAPTER L.
Txe people of Velez Malaga had beheld the camp 6f Muley
(4]
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‘Abdalla el Zagal covering the summit of Bentomiz, and glit-
tering in the last rays of the setting sun. During the night
they had been anlarmed and perplexed by signal fires on the
mountain, and by the distant sound of battle. 'When the
morning broke, the Moorish army had vanished as if by
enchantment. While ghe inhabitants were Jost in wonder
ind conjecture, a body of cavalrysthe fragment of the army
saved by Rodovan de Vanegas, the brave aleayde of Granada,
came galloping to the gates. “The tidings of the strange dis-
copmfiture of the host filled the city with consternation; but
Rodovan cxhorted the people to continue their resistance.
ITe was devoted to 1il Zagal, and confident in his skill and
prowess; and fe.lt assured that he would soon collect his
seattered forces, and return with fresh troops from Granada.
The people were eomforted by the words and encouraged by
the presence of Rodovan, and they had still a lingering hope,
that the heavy artillery of the Christians might be locked up in
the impassable defiles of the mountains, This hope was soon
at an end. The very next day they beheld long laborious
lines of ordnance slowly moving into the Spanish cump ; lom-
bards, ribodoquines, catapultas, and cars laden with munitions,
while the escort, under the brave nfaster of Alcaptara, wheeled
in great battalions into the camp, to augment the foree of the
besicgers.

The intelligence, that Grsnada had shut its gates againt El
Zagal, and that no reinforcements were to be expected, com-
pleted the despair of the inhabitants ; even Rodovan himself
lost confidence, and advised capitulation. ‘

The terms were arranged between the alecayde and the
noble Count de Cipientes. The latter had been prisoner of
Rodovan at Granada, who had treated Snim with chivalrous
courtesy. 'They had tonceived a mutual csteem for each
other, and met as ancient friends.

Ferdinand granted favourable conditions; for he was eager
to proceed against Malaga. The inhabitants were permitted
to depart witle thci.r cffects, except their arms, and to reside, if
they chose it, in Spain, in any place distant from the sea.
Onc hundred and twenty Ghristians of both sexes were rescued
from captivity by the surrender of Velez Malaga, and were sent
to Cordova, where they weig received with great tenderness
by the queen, and her daughter the Infanta Isdbella, in'the fa-
mous cathedral, in the midst of public rejoicings for the victery.
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The capture of Velez Malaga was followed by the swrender
of Bentomiz, Comares, and all the towns and fortiresses of the
Axarquia,, which were strongly’ garrisoned, and discreet and
valiant cavaliers appointed as their alcaydes. The inhabitants
of ncarly forty towns of the Alpuzarrf mountains also dent
deputations to the Castilian sovereigns, taking the oath of
allegiance as Mudgharcs, oy Moslem vassals. .

About the same time came letters from Boabdil el Chico, *
announcing to the sovereigns the revolution of Granfida in his
favour. He solicited kindness and protection for the inhabi-
tants who had returned to their alleigance, and for thosé of
all other places which should renounce allegiance to his uncle,
By this means, he observed, the whole kingdom of Granada
would soon be indueed to acknowledge hig sway, and would
be held by him in faithful vassalage to the Castilian crown.

The Catholic sovercigns complied with his request.  Pro-
tection wus immediately extended to the inhabitants of Gra-
nada, permitting them to cultivate their fields in peace, and to
trade with the Christian territories in all articles excepting
arms, bciqg provided with letters of s’urety frpm some Christian
captain or alcayde. The same favour was promised to all
other places that within six months should®renounce El Zagal,
and come under alleigance fo the younger king.  Should they
not do so within that time, the sovereigns threatencd to make
war upon them, and conquer fheme for themselves.  This
measure had a great cffect m inducing many {o return to the
standard of Boahdil. °

Hawing made every necessary arrangement for the govern-
ment and security of the newly conquered territory, Ferdi-
nand turned his attention to the great object of Jis campaign,
the reduction of Malaga.

CITAPTER LI.

THE city of Malaga lies in the lap of aefertile valley,
surrounded by mountains, excepting on the part which lies
open to the sea,  As if was one gf the mogt important, so it
was one of the strongest cities of the Moorish Lkingdom. Tt
was fortified by walls of prodigious strength, studded with a
great " numberfof huge towers.  On the lapd side it was pro-
tected by a natural barrier of mountains, and, on the other,

. 02
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the waves of the Mediterrancan beat against the foundations
of its massive bulwarks.

At one end of the city, near the sea, on a high mound,
stood the alcazaba or citadel, a fortress of great strength.
Iminedigtely above, this rose a steep and rocky mount, on the
top of which, in old times had been a pharos. or lighthouse,
from which the height derived its name of Gibralfaro.® It

" was at present crowned by an immense castle, which, from

its lofty‘and craggy situatioh, its vast walls and mighty
towers, was deemed impregnable. It communicated with
the alcazaba by a covered way, six paces broad, leading down
between two walls, along the profile or ridge of the rock.
The castle of Gibralfiro commanded both citadel and city,
and way capablé, if both were taken, of maintaining a
.siege.

Two large suburbs adjoined the city: in the ene towards
the sca were dwelling houses of the most opulent inhabitants,
adorned with hanging gardens; the other, on the land side,
was thickly peopled, and surrounded by strong walls and
towers. .

Malaga possessed a brave and numerous garrison, and the
common people were active, hardy and resolute ; but the city
was rich and commereial, and under the habitual control of
numerous opulent merchants, who dreaded the ruinous con-
sequences of a siege.’ They were little zcalous for the
warlike renown of their city, and longed rather to participate
in the enviable security of property. and the lucrative privi-
Jeges of safc traffic with the Christian territories, granted to
all places which declared for Boabdil. At the head of these
gainful citizens was Ali Dordux, a mighty merchant of un-
counted wcalth, whose ships traded t& every port of the
Levant. und whosc word was a law in Malaga.

Ali Dordux assembled the mést opulent and important of
his commercial brethren, and they repaired in a body to the
aleabaza, where they were received by the aleayde, Albozen
Connexa, witl. that deference generally shown to men of
their great local dignity and power of purse. Ali Dordux
was ample and stately in b's form, and fluent and emphatic in
his discourse. His eloquence had an effect, therefore, upon
the alcayde, as he represented the hopelessness ‘of a defence
of Malaga, the misery that must attend a sicgd, and the ruin

% A corruption of Gibel-fano, the hill of the light-house.
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that must follow a capture by force of arms. On the other
hand, he sct forth the grace that might be obtained from the
Castilian govercigns by an early and voluntary acknowledg-
ment of Boabdil as king, the peaceful possession of their
prroperty, and the profitable commere® with the Christian
ports that would be allowed them.  1le was seconded by his
weighty and important goadjutors: and the aleayde, ac-
customed to mgar?l them as the arbiters of the affairs of the «
place, yiclded to their united counsels. He departéd, there-
fore, with all speed to the Christian camp, empowered to
arringe a capitulation with the Castilian monarch, and™in
the mcantime his brother remained in command of the
alcazaba.

There was, at this time, as aleayde, in‘the old crag-built
castle of Gibralfaro, a warlike and fiery Moor, an implacable,
enemy of ghe Christians. This was no other than Hamet
Zeli, surnamed Kl Zcegri, the once formidable aleayde of
Ronda, and the terror of its mountgins. He had never for-
given the capturc of his favourite fortress, and panted for
vengeance on the Christians. Notiithstayding his reverses,
be had retained the favour of 13 Zagal, who knew how to
appreciate a bold warrior ef the kind. and had placed him in
command of this important fortress of Gibralfaro.

IMamet ¢l Zegri had gathered rowud him the remnant of
his bund of Gomeres, with otheps of* the same tribe.  These
ficree warriors were nestled, like so many war-hawks, about
their lofty cliff.  They lookged down with martial contempt
upon the commereial cisy of Malaga, which they were placed
to protect; or rather, they estcemed it only for its military
importance and its capability of defence. They held no com-
munion with its twading, gainful inhabitants, and even con-
sidered the garrison of the alcazaba s their inferiors. War
was their pursuit and passion ; they*rejoiced in its turbulent
and perilous seenes; awnd, confident in the strength of the
city, and, above all, of their custle, they set at detiance the
menace of Christian invasion. ‘There werce among them,
also, many apostate Moors, who had onct embraced Christi-
anity, but had since rechnted, and nd fled flom the vengeance
of the Inquisition. These were desperadocs, who had no
mercey 1o expect should they again fall into the hands of the
enemy. 1 : .

Such were the ficrce elements of the garrison of Gibral-
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faro; and its rage may easily be conceived at hearing,
that Malaga was to be given up without a blow; that they
were to sink into Christian vassals, under the intermediate
sway of Boabdil el Chico, and that the aleayde of the alea-
zaba had departed to arrange the terms of capitulation,

« Hamct el Zegri determined to avert, by desperate means,
tLe thrcatened degradation. e I'mew that therc was a large
party in the city farthful to Kl Zagal, being composed of
warlike men, who had taken refuge from the various moun-
tain towns which had been captured. Their feclings were
desperate as their fortunes, and, like Hamet, they panted for
revenge upon the Christians. With these he had a secret
conference, and reccived assurances of their adherence to
him in aay measures of defence.  As to the council of peace-
ful inhabitants, he eonsidered it unworthy the consideration
of a soldier, and he spurned at the interference of $he wealthy
merchant, Ali Dordux, in matters of warfare.

« Still,” said [Tamet ¢l Zegri, “let us proceed regularly.”
So he descended with his Gomeres to the citadel, entered it
suddenly, put to death the brother of the aleayde ard such of
the garrison as made any demur, and then summoned the
principal inhabitants to deliberate on measures for the welfare
of the city.*

The wealthy merchants again mounted to the citadel, ex-
cepting Ali Dordux, who refased to obey the summons. They
entered with hearts filled with awe, for they found ITamet
surrounded by his grim African guard, and all the array of
military power, and they beheld the bloody traces of the
recent massacre.

Ilamet el Zegri rolled a dark and searching eye upon the
asscmbly.  *“ Who,” said he, “is loyal a@ud devoted to Muley
Abdalla I Zagal?” Ifery onc present asserted his loyalty.
# Good!” said Hamet, “and who is rcady {o prove his de-
votion to his sovercign by defending this his important city
to the last cxtremity?”. Xvery onc present expressed his
readiness.  *“Enough,” observed Hamct: “the alcayde,
Albozen Connexa, fias proved himself a traitor to his sove-
reign and to yon all; fow he has conspired to deliver the
place to the Christians. It behoves you to choose some
other commander, capable of defending your city against the
approaching cnemy.” The assembly declarec. unanimously,

* Cura de los Palacios, c. 82.
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that there could be none so worthy of the command as
himself. So Hamet el Zegri was appointed alcayde of
Malaga, and immediately pr()ceedcd to man the forts and
towns with his partisans, and to make cvery pmpar'\tlon
for a desperate resistance.

Intelligence of these occurrenceg put an end to the
negociations betwgen King Ferdinand and the superseded
aleayde Albozen Connexa, and it was supposed that there -
was no alternative but to lay *sicge to the place. The Mar-
quis of Cadiz, however, found at Veloz a Moorish cavalier
of some note, a native of Malagza, who offered to tamper with
Hamet el Zegri for the surrender of the clty, or, at least,
of the castle of Gibralfaro. The marquis communicated
this to the king. «1 put this business anll the key of my
treasury in your hand,” said Verdinand » act, stipulate, and,
disburse, i my name, as yon think proper.”

'The marquis armed the Moor with his own lance, cuirass,
and target, and mounted him on onee of his own horses. He
cquipped, also, in similar style, another Moor, his companion
and relatjon. They bore scerct lefters tos Hamet from the
marquis, offering him the town of Coin in perpetual inherit-
ance, and foug thoumnd ddblas in gold, it he would deliver
up Gibralfaro ; together with ].n'rr(- sums to be distributed
among his oﬂiccrs and soldiers; nnd he held out unlimited
rewards for the surrender of thoeity™

Hameti had a warrior's admiration for the "\hrquj% of Cadiz,
and received his messengers with courtesy, in his fortress of
GibraMaro. He cven *listened to their propositions with
patience, and dismissed them in safety, though with an
absolute rcfusal. The marquis thought his regly was not so
peremptory as to distourage another cffort. The cmissaries
were despatcheq, therefore, a sccond thne, with further propo-
sitions. They approached Malaga in the night; but found
the guards doubled, patroles abroad, and the "whole place on
the alert. They were discovered, ,pursucd, and only saved
themsclves by the fleetness of their steeds, #id their know-
ledge of the passes of the mountains. *

Finding all attempts"to tamperewith the faith of 1Tamet el
Zegri utterly futile, King Ferdinand publicly summoned the
c1t) to surrefder ; offering the most favourable terms in case
of immediate complumco but thrcatemng.captmty to all the
inhabitants in case of resistance.

* Cura dc los Palacios, c. 82.
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The message was delivered in presence of the principal
inhabitants, who, however, were too much in awe of the stern
alcayde to uttera word. Hamet el Zegri then rose haughtily,
and replied, that the rity of Malaga had not been confided to
him to be surrendered, but defonded and the king should
witness how he acquitted himsclf of his charge.*

The messengers returned with formidalble accounts of the
“force of the garrison, the strength of the fortifications, and
the determined spirit of the commander and bis men. The

-king immediately sent orders to have the heavy artillery
forwarded from Antequera; and, on the 7th of May, marched
with his armvy towards Malaga.

- CITAPTEFR LIL

Tnw army of Ferdinand advanced in lcngthenca line, glit-
tering along the foot of the mountains which border the
Mediterranean ; while a fleet of vesscls, freighted with
heavy artillery and warlixe munitions, kept pace with it, at a
short distance from the land, covering the sea with a thou-
sand gleaming sails. When Hamet el Zegri saw this force
approaching, he set fire to the houscs of the suburbs which
adjoined the walls, and sent forth three battalions to encounter
the advance guard of the encmy.

The Christian army drew near to the city at that end
where the castle and rocky height of Gibralfaro defend the
scabord. Immediately opposite to the castle, and about twa
bow-shots’ distance, and between it and the high chain of
mountains, was a stecp and rocky hill, comm‘mdmg a pass
through whicn the Christians must marck to penetrate to the
vega, and surround the ecity. Hamet cl Zegri ordered the
three battalions to take tleir stations, onc on £his hill, another
in thc pass near the castle, and a 'third on the side of tho
mountain near the sea

A body of hp‘mmh foot soldiers of the advance guard,
sturdy mountaincer. of Gallicia, sprang forward to climb the
side of the height next thg sca; at the same time a number
of cavalicrs and hidalgos of the royal household attacked the
Moors who guarded the pass below. The Moors defended
their posts with obstinate valour. The Gallic;ans were re-

* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 74.
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peatedly overpowered and driven down the hill, but as often
rallied ; and, being reinforced by the hidalgos and cavalicrs,
roturned *to the assanlt. This obstinate struggle lasted for
gix hours. The strife was of a deadly kind, not mercly with
crossbows and arquebuses, but hand to hand, with swprds and
daggers: no quarter was claimed oz given on cither side«
they fought not tq make captives, but to slay. It was but the
advance guard of the *Christian army that was engaged : so®
narrow was the pass along thé toast, that the army could pro-
cegd only in file. IHorse and foot, and beasts of burden, were
crowded one upon another, impeding gach other, and block-
ing up the narrow and rugged defile. The soldiers heard
the uproar of the battle, the sound of trumpets, and the war
cries of the Moors, but tried in vain to press forwwrd to the
assistance of their companions. . .

At lengsh o body of foot soldiers of the 1loly Brotherhood
climbed, with great difficulty, the steep side of the mountain
which overhung the pass, and advaticed with seven banners
displayed. The Moors, secing this, force above themn, aban-
doned the pass in despair. .

The battle was still raging on the height.  The Gallicians,
though supparted by Castilian troops, under Don Iurtado de
Mendoza and Gareillaso de la Vega, were severely pressed,
and roughly handled by the Moors. At length a brave
standard-bearer, Luys Mazedos by slame, threw himself into
the midst of the cnemy, and planted his banner on the
summit. The Gallicians #nd Castilians, stimulated by this
noble’self-devotion, followed him, fighting desperately, and
the Moors were at length driven to their castle of Gibral-
faro.® °

This important height being taken, the pass lay open to
the army : but by this time evcuing'was advancing, and the
host was too wcary and exhausted to seck proper situations
for the encampment.  The king, attended by several grandees
and cavaliers, went the rounds at night, stationing outposts
towards the city, and guards and patroles t& give the alarm
on the least movemen‘lof the enemy. All gight the Christians
lay upon their arms, lest thereeshould be some attempt to
sally forth and attack them.

When thegmorning dawned, the king gazed with admira-

* Pulgar, Cronica.
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tion at this city, which he hoped soon to add to his dominions,
It was surrounded on onc side by vineyards, gardens,
and orchards, which covered the hills with \enlure ; on
the other side its walls werc bathed Ly the smooth’ and
tranquil. sea.  Its. vast and lofty towers, and prodigious
castles showed the labours of magnanimous men, in former
times, to protect their favourite “shode. Hanging gardens,

) groves of oranges, citrons, and pomegrhnates, with tall cedars
and stately palms, were mingled with the stern battlements
a.n:lh towers, bespeaking the opulence and luxury that reigned
within.

In the meantime the Chvistian army poured through the
pass, and throwing out its columns, and extending its lines,
took possession of cvery vantage-ground around the city.
King Ferdinand suzvey ed the ;.,lo.md and appointed the
stations of the different commanders.

The important mount, which had cost so evident a struggle,
and which' faced the powerful fortress of Gibralfaro, was
given in charge to Roderigo Ponce de Tcon, the Marquis of
Cadiz, who in all sicges claimed the post of danger. e had
several noble cavaliers, with their retainers, in his encamp-
ment, which consisted of fiftcen hundrcd horse,.and fourteen
thousand foot ; and cxtended from the summit of the mount
to the margin of the sca, completely blocking up the approach
to the city on that side. ~ ¥Fron this post a line of encamp-
ments extended quite round the city to the scabord, fortified
by bulwarks and deep ditches; while a fleet of armed ships
and galleys stretched before the haibour, so that the'place
was completely invested by sea and land. The various parts
of the valley row resounded with the din of preparation, and
were filled with artificers preparing warlike engines and mu-
nitions : armourcrs and smiths, with olowmg forges and
deafening hammers ; cnrp(‘utcrs and engincers constructing
machines wherewith to assail the walls; stone-cutters shaping
stone balls for the ordnance ; and burners of charcoal prepar-
ing fuel for the furnaces and forges. .

When the cncampment was formed, the heavy ordnance
was landed from the ships, agd mounted in various parts of the
camp. TFive huge lombards were placed on the mount, com-
munded by the Marquis of Cadiz, so as to bmr upon the
castle of Gibralfaro.

'The Moors made strenuous efforts to impede these prepara-
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tions. A heavy fire was kept up from their ordnance upon the
men employed in digging trenches or constructing batteries,
80 that the latter had to work principally in the night. The
xoyal tents had been stationed conspicuously and within
reach of the Moorish batteries, but were so warmly, assailed
that they had to be removed behind a hill, L.

When the wogks were completed, the Christian batteries
opened in return, and kept up a tremendous cannonade, while
the fleet, approaching the lahd, assailed the city Vigorously
on, the opposite side.

“ It was a glorious and delectable sight,” observes I‘?ay
Antonio Agapida, *to behold this infidel city thus surrounded
by xea and land by a mighty Christian force. Every mound
in ite circuit was, as it were, a little city of'tents, bearing the
standard of some renowned Catholic warrior. Besides tha
warlike ships and galleys which lay before the place, the sea
was covered with inuumecrable sals, passing and repassing,
appearing and disappearing, being @ngaged in bringing sup-
plies for the subsistence of the army, It would have scemed
a vast spectacle contrived to rcercate the eye, had not the
volleying bursts of flame and smoke from the ships, which
appeared to lie asleep on the quiet sca, and the thunder of
ordnance from camp and city, from tower and battlement,
told the deadly warfare that was waging.”

= At night the scene was faremort direful than in the day.
The cheerful light of the sun was gone; there was nothing
but the Hashes of artillery,por the baleful gleams of combus-
tibles® thrown into th® ecity, and the conflagration of the
houses. The fire kept up from the Christian batteries was
incessant ; there were seven great lombards, gu particular,
called the Seven SiSters of Ximencs, which did tremendous
exccution. The Moorjsh ordnance Replied in thunder trom
the walls; Gibralfaro was'wrappeﬁ in volumes of smoke,
rolling about its base; and ITamct el Zegri and his Gomeres
looked out with triumph upon the. tempest of war they had
awakened.  “Iruly they werc so many dem®ns incarnate,”
says the pious Fray Aptonio Agapida, “‘gho were permitted
by Ifcaven to enter into and pwssess this infidel city for its
perdition.”

"
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CHAPTER LIII.

TnE attack on Malaga by sca and land was kept up for
several days with tremendous violence, but without producing
any great impression, so strong were the ancient bulwarks of
the city. The Count de Cifucntes was the first to signalize

o himself by any noted achicvement. A main tower “of the

* suburbs bad been shattered by the ordnance, and the battle-
ments demolished, so as to yield no shelter to its defenders.
Seeing this, the count assembled a gallant band of cavaliers
of the royal houschold, and advanced to take it by storm;
they applied scaling ladders, and mounted sword in <hand.
The Moors, h'nmw no longer battlements to protect them,
descendéd to o lower floor, and made furious resistance from
«the windows and loopholes : they poured down boiling pitech
and rosin, and hurled stones. an(l darts, and arrows on the as-
sailants.  Many of the Christians werc slain; their ladders
were destroyed by flamitg cambustibles, and the count was
obliged to retreat from before the tower.  On the followmg
day he renewed the attack with superior foree, and, after a
severc combat, succeeded in planting his victorious banner on
the tower. .

'The Moors now assailed the tower in their turn; they un-
dermined the part towards the city, placed props of wood
under the foundation, and, setting firc to them, drew off to
a distance. In a little while the props gave way, the founda-
tion sank, the tower was rent, part of its wall fell with a
tremendous noise, many of the Christians were thrown out
headlong, and the rest were laid open to the missiles of the
enemy. - .

By this time, however, a breach had been made in the
wall adjeining the tower, and troops poured in to the assist-
ance of their comrades. A continued battle was kept up for
two days and a night by reinforcements from eamp and city.
The parties toufrht backavards and forwards through the
breach of the \\‘111 with alternate suceess, and the Vl(‘ll’llt} of
the town was strewed with the dead and wounded. At length
the Moors gradually gave® way, dwputmn- every inch of
ground, until they were driven into the city; and the
Christians remained masters of the greater part of the suburb.

This partiul success, though gained with great toil and
bloodshed, gave temporary animation to the Christians. They
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soon found, however, that the attack on the main works of
the city was a much more arduous task. The guarrison con-
tained veserans who had served in many of the towns cap-

ured by the Christians : they were no Jonger confounded and

ismayed by the battering ordnance and other strange ‘en-.
gines of forcign invention, and had become expert in parry-
ing their effects, {n repairmg breaches, and erecting counter-
works. .

'T'he Christians, accustomed® of late to speedy conquests of
Mgorish fortresses, became impatient of the slow progress ofghe
siege. Many were apprehensive of a scarcity of provisions,
from the difficulty of subsisting so numerous a host in the
heart of the encmics’ country, where it was nceessary to
transport supplics across rugged and hostile mountains, or
subjected to the uncertaintics of the scas. Many were also
alarmed as a pestilence which broke out in the neighbouring
viilages, and some were so overcome by these apprehensions,
as to abandon the camp and return #o their homes.

Several of the loose and worthlgss hangers-on, that infest
all great armies, hearing these murmursy thonght that the
siege would soon be raised, and deserted to the encmy, hoping
to muke their fortuncs; they gave exaggerated accounts of
the alarms and discontents of the army, and represented the
troops as daily returning home in bands.  Above all, they de-
clared, that the gunpowder was néarly exhausted, so that
the artilery would soon be useless.  'They assured the Moors,
therefore, that, if they persisted in their defence a little
longdr, the king would be obliged to draw off his forces and
abandon the siege.

"The reports of these rcnegadoes gave fresh gourage to the

arrison ; they made vigorous sallies upon the camp, harass-
ing it by night and day, and obligin® every part to be guarded
with the most painful vigilance ; they fortified the weak parts
of their walls with ditches and palisadoes, and gave every
manifestation of a determined and ainyielding spirit.

Ferdinand soon received intelligence of tBe reports which
bhad been carricd to the Moors. He ugderstood, that they
had been informed, 1ﬂiewisc, timt the queen was alarmed for
the safety of the camp, and had written repeatedly, urging
him to abardon the siege. As the best means of disproving
all these falsehoods, and of destroying the vain hopes of the
enemy, Ferdinand wrote to the qucen, entreating her to come
and take up her residence in the camp. *



206 THE CONQUEST QF GRANADA.

CHAPTER LIV.

GREAT was the enthusiasm of the army, when they beheld
their patriot queen advancing in state, to sharc the toils and
dangers of her people. Isabella entered the camp, attended
by the dignitarics, and the whole retinuc of her court, to
1nanifest, that this was no temporany visit. On one side of her

““was her daughter the Infanta; on the other, the grand car-
dinal of Spain; and llernandv de Talavera, the prior of
Praxo, confessor to the queen, followed, with a great train
of prelates, courtiers, cavaliers, and ladies of distinction.
The cavaleade moved in calm and stately order through the
camp, softening the iron aspeet of war by this wray of
courtly grace and female beauty.
~ Isabella had commanded, that, on her coming to the camp,
the horrors of war should be suspended, and fresh offers of
pesce made to the cnemy. On her arrival, therefore, there
had been a cessation of fixing throughout the camp. A mes-
senger was at the sume time despatehed to the besieged, in-
forming them of her being in the camp, and of the determi.
nation of the sovereigns to make 1t their settled residence,
until the city shoula be taken. The same terms were offered
in case of mmediate surrender, that had been granted to
Velez Malaga, but the inhabitants were threatened with cap-
tivity and the sword, should they persist in their defence.

Iamet el Zegri reccived this message with haughty con-
tempt, and dismissed the messengar without deigning a reply.

“The Christian soveicigns, 'said he; ¢ havemade this offer,
in consequence of their despair.  The silence of their batte-
ries proves the truth of what has been told us, that their
powder is exhausted ; they have no longer the means of de-
molishinyz our walls ; and, if they remain much longer, the
autummal rains will interrupt their convoys, and fill their
camp with famine and disease : the first storm will disperse
their flect, which has no neighbouring port of shelter. Africa
will then be opun to us, to procure reinforcements and sup-

Lies.” .
P The words of Ilamct el Zegri were hailed as oracular by
his adherents. Many of the peaceful part of the community,

‘however, ventured to remonstrate, and to implore him to
.accept the proffered mercy. The stern Hamet silenced them
with a terrific threat. He declared, that whoever should talk
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of capitulating, or should hold any communication with the
Christians, should be put to death. His fierce Goweres, like
true men pf the sword, acted upon the menace of their chief-
tain as upon a written law, and, having detected several of
the inhabitants in secret corresponderice with the ,cneny,
they set upon and slew them, and then confiscated theix
effeets.  This struck such gerror into the ecitizens, that those
who had been ldudest in their murmurs became suddenly «
mute, and were remarked ax evincing the greatest Bustle and
alacrity in the defence of the ecity.

%When the messenger returned to the camp, and reported
the contemptuous reception of the royal message, King Fer-
dinand was exceedingly indignant, Finding the cessation of
firing, on the queen’s arrival. had encouraged a belial among
the enemy, that there was a scarcity of gowder in the camp,,
he ordered a gencral discharge from every battery. This
sudden burst of war from every quarter soon convineed the
Moors of their crror, and completed the confusion of the
citizens. who knew not which most to dread, their assailants
or their defenders, the Christians or®the Gomeres.

That evening the sovercigns visited the cncampment of the
Marquis of C:.Ldiz, which commanded a vidw over a great part
of the city and the camp.” The tent of the marquis was of
great magnitude, furnished with hangings of rich brocade,
and French cloth of the ravest texture. It was in the oriental
style, and, as it crowuned the Leif_{ht. with the surrounding
tents of other cavalicrs, ali gumptuously furnished, presented
a guy and silken contrast to the opposite towers of Gibralfaro,
Tere a splendid collation was served up to the sovereigns;
and the courtly revel that prevailed on this chivalrous en-
cumpment, the glitter of pageantry, and the bursts of festive
music, made more striking the gloomand silence that reigned
over the dark Moorish castle: . .

The Marquis of Cadiz, while it was yet light, conducted
his royal visitors to every point that commanded a view of
the warhke scenc below. He caused the Beavy lombards
also to be discharged, that the queen antd the ladies of the
court might witness tife effcet of those tregmendous engines.
The fair dames were filled with awe and adwmiration, as the
mountain shook bencath their feet with the thunder of the
artillery, and® they beheld gréat frugments of the Moorish
walls tumbling down the rocks and precipices..  *
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While the good marquis was displaying these things to his
royal guests, he lifted up his eyes, and, to his astonishment,
beheld his own banner hanging out from the nearest tower of
Gibralfaro. The blood mantled in his check, for it was a
barxner which he had lost at the time of thc memorable
wmassacre of the heights of Malaga. To make this taunt more
wvident, several of “the Gomercs displayed themsclves upon

-the battlements, arrayed in the helmets ana cuirasses of some

of the ewvalicrs, slain or captured on that oceasion® 'The
Marquis of Cadiz restrained his indignasion, and held his
pciice; but several of his cavaliers vowc.d loudly to revenge
this crucl bravado on the ferocious garrison of Gibralfaro,

¢ CHAPTER LV.

Tue Marquis of Cadiz was not a cavalier that readily
forgave an injury or an insult. On the morning after the
royal banquet, his battevies opened a tremendous fire nupon
Gibralfaro.  All day the encampment was wrapped in wreaths
of smoke; mnor did the assault cease with the day, but
throughout the night there was an incessant flashing and
thundering of the fombards, and the following morning the
assault rather inercased than slackened in its fury. The
Moorish bulwarks were no proof against these formidable
engines. In a few days the lofty tower, on which the taunt-
ing baunner had becn displayed, was shattered; a smaller
tower, in its vieinity, reduced te ruins; and a great breach
made in the intervening walls.

Several of the hot-spirited cavaliers were eager for storm-
ing the breach sword in hand; others, more cool and wary,
pointed out fhe rashness of &uch an atwmpt for the Moors,
workius indefatigably 4n the night, had dug a deep ditch
within the bleach and Rad fortificd it with palisadoes and a
high breastwork. All, however, agreed. that the camp might
safcly be advanced near to the Fuined walls, and that it
ought to be sc placed in return for the insolent defiance of
the cnemy.

The Marquis of Cadiz fglt the tcnilerity of the measurc;
but he was unwilling to damp the zeal of these high-spirited
cavaliers; and, having chosen the post of danger in the camp,
it did not become him to decline any service, itierely betause

- * Diego de Valera, Cronica, M.S.
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it might appear perilous. He ordered his outposts, therc-
fore, 1o be advanced within a stonesthrow of the breach, but
exhorted ghe soldiers to maintain the utmost vigilance.

The thunder of the batierics had ceased; the troops, ex-

. . \

Ifausted by two nights’ fatigue and watchfulness, and apptre-
hending no dunger from the dismantled walls, were half of
them asleep; the rest were scattered abont in negligent
sceurity.  On a $udden, upwards of two thousand Moors®
sallied forth from the castle, 1&d on by Abraham Z&nete, the
principal eaptain under Hamet. They fell with fearful hayoe
upbn the advanced gnwed. slaying many of them in their
sleep,, and patting the rest to headlong flight.  The marquis
was in his tent, about a bowshot distance, when he heard the
tumult of the onsct, and beheld his men fifing in cenfusion.
He rushed forth, followed by hus standgrdbearers.  “T'wrn,
again, cavgliers!” exclaimed he: »tum again! I am here,
Ponce de Leon! To the foe! to the {oe!”  The flying troops
stopped at hearing his well-known evoice. rallied under his
banner, and turned upon the enemy.  The encampment by
this time, was roused;.several eavaliers from the adjoining
stutions had hastened to the seene of action, with a number
of Gullicians, and soldiers of the Iloly*Brotherhood. An
obstinate and bloody conteét ensued.  The ruggedness of the
place, the rocks, chasms, and declivities, broke it into nume-
rous combats. Christian and Moor* fought hand to haud,
with swords and daggers: and often, grappling and strug-
gling, volled together down ghe precipices.

Thesbanner of the marquis was in danger of being taken.
He hastencd to its rescue, followed by some of his bravest
cavaliers.  They were surrounded by the tnemy, and several
of them cut down. “Don Diego Ponce de Leon, brother to
the marquis, was wounded by an arrewv; and his son-in-law,
Luis Ponce, was likewise wounded: they succeeded, however,
in rescuing the banner, and bearing it off in safety. The
Dbattle lasted for an hour: the heighg was covered with killed
and wounded; and the blood flowed in stre®ms down the
rocks. At length, Abraham Zencte beiflg disabled by the
thrust of a lance, the Moors gaw: way, ang rctreated to the
castle.

They now gpened a galling fire from their battlements and
towers, approaching the breaches, wo as o discharge their
crosshows and arquebuses into the advance guard of the

r
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encampment. The marquis was singled out: the shot fell
thick about him, and one passed through his buckler, and
struck upon his cuirass, but without doing him any injury.
Every one now saw the danger and inutility of approachin
the camp thus near to the castle; and those who had coun-
Selled it were now urgent that it should be withdrawn. It
. was accordingly removed back torits original ground, from
which the marquis had most reluctantly advanced it. No-
thing but his valour and timely ‘aid had prevented this attack
fram ending in a total rout of all that part of the army.

Many cavaliers of distinetion fell in this contest; but the
loss of none was felt more deeply than that of Ortega de
Prado, captain of escaladors.  He was one of the bravest
men in*the service; the same who had devised the first
*successful blow of ¢he war, the stotming of Alhama, where
he was the first to plant :ind monnt the scaling ladders.  He
had always been high in the favour and confidence of the
noble Ponce de Leon, who knew how to appreciate and avail
himself of the merits of,all able and valiant men.*

CIIAPTER:LVL

Grear were the exertions now made, both by the besiegers
and the Dbesicged, to carry on this contest with the utmost
vigour. Hamet el Zegri wet the rounds of the walls and
tovers, doubling the guards, and putting cverything into the
best posture of defence.  Thes garvison was divided into
partics of a Lundred, to cacivof whiclt a captain was appointed.
Some were to patrole; others to sally forth and skirmish with
the enemy ; ¢ind others to hold themselves ready armed and
in rescrve.  Six albatozas, or floating bitteries, were manned,
and armed with picees®of artillery to attack the fleet.

On the other hand, the Caslilian sovercigns kept open a
communication, by sea, with various parts of Spain, from
which they received pravisions of all kinds. They ordered
supplies of p8wder, also, from Valencia, Bareclona, Sicily,
and Portugal. "They made great preparations for storming
the city. Towers of woed were constructed, to move on
wheels, each capable of holding one hundred men. They
were furnished with ladders, {o be thrown from, their summits
to the tops of the walls; and within those ladders ‘others

* Zurita. Mariana, Abarca,
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were incased, to be let down for the descent of the troops
into the city. There were gallipagos, or tortoises, also; being
great wooden shields, covered with hides, to protect the
assailants, and those who undermined the walls.

*Sccret mincs were commenced in verious places.  Some
were intended to reach to the foundations of the walls] which
were to be propped up with wood, rcady to he sct on fire ;.
others were to passsunder the walls, and remain ready to be
broken open, so as to give antrance to the besiegers. At
these mines the army worked day and night; and, during
these secret preparations, the ovdnance kept up a fire upen
the city, to divert the attention of the besicged.

In the meantime, Ilamet el Zegri displayed wonderful
vigour and ingenuity in defending the city,sind in repairing,
or fortifying by deep ditches, the breaches made by the
enemy. 1le noted, hesides, every plact where the camp
might be assailed with advantage, and gave the besicging
army no repose, night or day.  Whjle his troops sallied on
the land, his floating batteries attacked the besicgers on the
sea; so that there was incessaut sRirmishing. The tents,
called the'queen’s hospital, were erowded with wounded, and
the whole army suffered from constante watchfulness and
fatigue. To guard against the sudden assaults of the Moors,
the trenches were deepened, and palisadoes erected in front of
the camp; and in that part facing Gikralfaro, where the rocky
heights did not admit of such® defences, a high rampart of
carth was thrown up. '1‘}1'3‘l cavaliers Gareilasso de la Vega,
Juan de Zuniga, and Diggo de Atayde, were appointed to go
the rounds, and keep vigilant watch that these fortifications
were maintained in good order.

In a little while Haiet discovered the mines Sceretly com-
menced by the Christians. e immegiately ordered counter-
mines. The soldiers mutually worked until they met, and
fought hand to hand in thesc subtcrrancan passages. The
Christians were driven out of onc of their mines ; fire was set
to the wooden framework, and the thine destrgyed.  Encou-
raged by this success, the Moors attempiéed a general attack
upon the mines and tlu,tbesicgingr)ﬂeet. The battle lasted for
six hours, on land and water, above and below ground, on
bulwark and.in trench and mine. The Moors displayed won-
derful intrcpi&ity. but were finally repulsed at all poiuts, and
obliged to retirc into the city, where they were closely

r2
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invested, without the means of receiving any assistancc from
abroad. :

"The horrors of famine were now added to the other miseries
of Malaga. Mamet el Zegri. with the spirit of a man bred
up to war, considered cverything as subscrvient to the waiits
of the soldier, and ordered all the grain in the eity to be
wathered and garncred up for the sole use of those who fought.

Gven this was dealt out sparingly ; and cach soldier received
four ounces of bread in the morning, and two in the evening,
for his daily allowance. .

The wealthy inhabitants, and all those peacefully inclined,
mourned over a resistance which brought destruction upon
their houses, death into their families, and which they saw
must cxnd in thar ruin and captivity.  Still, none of them

-dared to speak openly of capitulation, or cven to manifest
their grief, lest they should awaken the wrath of stheir fierce
defenders.  They suriounded their civie champion, Ali
Dordux, the great and:opulent merchant, who had buckled
on shicld and cuirass, and taken spear in hand for the defence
of his native city; and, with a large body of the braver
citizens, had charge of onc of the gates and a considerable
portion of the walls. Drawing Ali Dordux aside, they
pourcd forth their giiefs to him in sceret. ** Why,” said
they, *“should we suffer our native city to be made a mere
bulwark and fighting piace for foreign barbarians and despe-
rate men?  They have no families to care for, no property to
lose, no love for the soil. and nowalue for their lives.  They
ficht to gratify a thirst for blood, or & desire for revenge, and
will fight on until Malagn be made a ruin, and its people
slaves. Let,us think and act for owrselves, our wives, and
our children.  Let us muahe private terms with the Christians
before it is too late, and so save ourselves from destruction.”

The bowels of Ali Dordux ‘yearned towards his fellow-
citizens. Ile Dbethought him also of the sweet security of
peace. and the bloodless..yet gratifying, triumphs of gainfut
commerce. ‘9he idea likewise of a secret negociation or
bargain with the Castilian sovereigns, for the redemption of
his native city, yvas more conformable to his accustomed
habits than this violent appeal to arms; for though he
had, for a time, assumed the, warrior, he had .not forgotten
the merchant.  Ali Dordux communed, therefore, with
the citizen-soldiers nder his command, and they readily
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conformed to his opinion. Concerting together, they wrote a
proposition to the Castilian sovereigns, offering to admit the
army inte the part of the city intrusted to their care, on
{eceiving assurance of protection for the lives and property
«of the inhabitants. This writing they delivered toe tristy
-emissary, to take to the Christian camp, appointing the hour
and place of lis return, shat they might be ready to admit
him unperceived. * °
The Moor made his way i safety to the camp: and was

admitted to the presence of the sovereigns. Eager to gain
the eity without further cost of blood or treasure, they gave a
written promisc to grant the conditions. and the Moor sct out
jovfully on his return.  As he approached the walls where
Ali Dordux and his confederates were waitfhg to receive him,
he was deseried by a patrolling band of Gomeres, and consie
dered a spy coming from the camp of the besiegers.  They
issucd forth, and seized him, in sight of his employers, who
gave themselves up for lost.  The<Gomeres had conducted
him nearly to the gate, when he esegped from their grasp and
fled. They endeavoured to overtale himebut were encum-
bered with armour ; he was lightly clﬂd,.an(l he fled for his
life.  One of,the Gomeres paused, and, levelling his crossbow,
let fly a bolt, which pierced the fugitive between the shoul-
ders ; he fell, and was nearly within their grasp ; but rose
again, and, with a desperate goffort, attained the Christian
camp. The Gomeres gave over {he puisuit, and the citizens
returned thanks to Alla foretheir deliveranee from this fearful
peril.® As to the faithful messenger, he died of his wound
shortly after rcaching the camp, consoled with the idea that
he bad preserved the sceret and the lives of higemployers.

[ ]
CIIAPHER LVIL

Tne sufferings of Malaga spread sorrow and anxicty among
the Moors; and they dreaded lest this beautiful city, once the
bulwark of the kingdom, should fall into 18ie kands of the
unbelievers. The old warrior king, Abglalla el Zagal, was
still sheltered in Guadix, whete he was, slowly gathering
togetheg his shattered forces. When the people of Guadix
heard of the danger and distrgss of Malaga. they urged to be
led toits relief; and the alfaquis admonisked El Zagal not to
desert so righteous and loyal a city in its extremity. Iisown
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warlike nature made him fecl a sympathy for a place, that
made so gallant a resistance ; and he despatched as powerful
a reinforcement as he could spare, under conduct of a chogen
captain, with orders to throw themselves into the city.
intelligence of this reinforcement reached Boabdil ol Chico,
in his royal palace of the Albambra. Filled with hostility
against his uncle, and desirous of: proving his loyalty to the
~Castilian rovercigns, he immediately sent forth a superior
force of ‘norsc and foot, to ihwercept the detachment. A
sharp conflict cnsued: the troops of El Zagal were routed
with great loss, and fled back in confusion to Guadix.

Boabdil, not being accustomed to victories, was flushed
with this meclancholy triumph. Ile sent tidings of it to the
Castilian sovereigns, accompanicd with rich silks, boxes of
Arabian perfume, a,cup of gold richly wrought, and a female
captive of Rebeda, as presents to the queen : and feur Arabian
steeds, magnificently caparisoned, a sword and dagger richly
mounted, and several albarnozes and other robes, sumptuously
embroidered, for the king. Tle entreated them, at the same
time, always to look upon him with favour, as their devoted
vassal.

Boabdil was fated to be unfortunate even in his vietorics.
His defeat of the forces of his uncle, destined to the relief of
unhappy Malaga, shucked the feclings, and cooled the loyalty
of many of his best adherents,  The mere men of traffic might
rejoice in their golden interval of peace, but the chivalrous
spirits of Granada spurncd a secusity purchased by such saeri-
fices of pride and affection.  The people at large, having gra-
tified their love of change. began to question whether they
had acted generously by their old fighting monarch. ‘¢ El
Zagal,” said they, ** was ficree and bloody, but then he was
true to his country: le was an usurper, but then he main-
tained the glory of the crown® which he usurped. If his
sceptre was a rod of iron to his subjects, it was a sword of
stecl against their enemics.  This Boabdil sacrifices religion,
friends, countty, cverything, to a mere shadow of royalty,
and is content to hoid a rush for a sceptre.”

These factious raurmurs seon reached the ears of Boabdil,
and he apprehended another of his customary reverges. He
sent in all haste to the Castilian sovereigns, beseeching mili-
tary aid to keep kim on his throne. Ferdinand graciously
complied with a request so much in unison with his policy.
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A detachment of one thousand cavalry, and two thousand
infantry, were despatched, under the command of Don Ker-
nandez Gonsalez, of Cordova, subsequently renowned as the
grand captain.  With this succour, Boabdil expelled from |,
the city all those who were hostile to him, and in favousr of
his uncle. He felt sceure in these troops, from thelr being
distinet, in manners, language, and religion, from his subjects,
and compromised %ith his pride, in thus exhibiting that mosts
unnatural and humiliating of* all regal spectacles, a» monarch
supported on his throne by forcign weapons, and by sol(hus
hdktile to his people.

Nor was Boabdil el Chico the only Moorish sovereign that
sought proteetion from Ferdinand and Isabella. A splendid
galley, with lateen sails, and several bankssof oars, game one
day nto the harbour of Malaga, displaying the standard of the
crescent, Qut dikewise a W hite fl 1g in sign of amity. An am?
bassador landed from it within the Christian lines. He came
from the King of Tremezan, and bipught presents similar to
those of Boabdil, consisting of Arabian coursers, bits, stirrups,
and othgr furniture of gold together with costly Moorish
mantles : for the queen there were mmptuom shawls, robes,
and silken stuffs, orndmcnts of gold, anfl cxquisite oricntal

umes.

The King of Tremezan had been alarmed at the rapid con-
quests of the Spanish arms, and startled by the descent of
several Spanish cruiscrs on the’coast of Africa. 1lc craved to
be considercd a vassal to the Castilian sovercigns, and that
they would extend such favour and security to his ships and
subjects as had been shown to other Moors, who had submitted
to their sway. He r(‘quoﬁtod a p.untmn' of their arms, that
he and his subjeets Aight recognisc and 1captctﬂmlr.stamhld
whencver they encountered it. At the same time he implored

oir elemency towards unhappy Melaga, and that its inhabi-
tants might cxperience the same favour that had been shown
towards the Moors of other captured cities.

This embassy was graciously rcceived by the Castilian
sovereigns.  They granted the protectior required; ordering
their commanders to Pespect the flag of Tremezan, unless it
should be found rendering assistance to ‘the enemy. They
sent also to-the Barbary mona.rch their royal arms, moulded
in escutcheons of gold a hand’s-breadth in, size.*

# Cura de los Palacios, ¢, 84, Pulgar, part jii. ¢™88.
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While thus the chances of assistance from without daily
decrcased, famine raged in the city. The inhabitants were
compelled to cat the flesh of horses, and many died of hunger.
‘What made the sufferings of the citizens the more intolerable
wau, to behold the sea covered with ships, daily arriving with
provisions for the besiegers.  Day after day, also, they saw
herds of fat cattle and flocks of sheep drawn into the eamp.

«Wheat and flour were piled in large mounds in the centre of
the cucampments, glaring in the sunshine. and tantalizing the
wretched citizens, who, while they and their children were
perishing with hunger, beheld prodigal abundance reigning
within a bowshot of their walls.

CIIAPTER LVIII.

Trere lived at this time, in o hamlet in the neighbourhood
of Guadix, an ancient Moor, of the name of Abraham Algerbi.
He was a native of Guerha, in the kingdom of Tunis, and had
for several years led the life of a santon or hermit. The hot
sun of Africa had dried his blood, and rendered him of an
exalted yet melancholy temperament.  Te passed most of his
time in meditation, ‘prayer, and rigorous abstinence, until his
body was wasted and his mind bewildered, and he fancied
himself favoured with divine revelations. The Moors, who
have a great reverence feor all enthusiasts of the kind, looked
upon him as inspired, listenéd to all his ravings as veritable
prophecies, and denominated him K1 Santo, or ** the saint.”

The woes of the kingdom of Granada had long exasperated
the gloomy spirit of this man ; and he had beheld with indig-
nation this beautiful country wrested from the dominion of the
faithful, and ‘vecoming a prey to the uubclicvers. He had
implored the blessing «f Allah on the troops which issucd
forth from Guadix, for the relicf of Malaga ; but when he saw®
them return, routed and seattered by their own countrymen,
e retired to hiscell, shut himself up from the world, and was
plunged for a tize in the blackest gloom.

On a sudden he made his appearance again in the streets of
Guadix; his face haggard, pis form emaciated, but his cye
beaming with firc. He said, that Allah had sent an angel to
him, in the solitude of his cell, revealing to him a mode of
delivering Malaga from its perils, and striking horror and
confusion intp the camp of the unbelicvers, ‘The Moors
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listened with cager credulity to his words: four hundred of
them offered to follow him even to the death, and to obey im-
plicitly his commands. ~ Of this number many were Gomeres,
anxious to relieve their countrymen, who formed part of thc
ghrrison of Malaga.,

They traversed the kingdom by the wild and lonclv passes,
of the mountains, con(,eahnp; themselves in the day, and tra-,
velling only in thé night, to clude the Christian sgouts. Ate
lc.ngth they arrived at the mountains which tower above
Malaga; and, looking down, bebeld the city completely in-
\'cs‘l(-d, a chain of encampments extending round it from shére
to shope, and a line of ships blockading it by sea, while the
continual thunder of artiilery, and the smoke rising in various
parts, showed that the sicge was pressed with o-zcat activity.
The hermit scanned the encamipments warily from his lofty
height. Hp saw that the part of the cucampment of the *
Marquis of Cadiz, which was at the foot of the height, and on
the margin of the sea, was the most assailable, the rocky soil
not admitting ditches or palisadoes. Remaining concealed all
day. he dgscended with his followers®at nigljt to the seacoast,
and approached silently to the outworks. He had given them
their instructjons: they were to rush suddenly upon the
camp, fight their way thréugh, and throw themsclves into
the city.

It was just at the gray of the dawning, when objects are
obscurely visible, that they nfade this dc-«pm ale  attempt,
Some sprang suddenly uponethe sentinels : others rushed into
the sca, and got round she works : others clambered over the
breastworks. There was sharp skirmishing ; a great part of
the Moors were cut to picces, but about two huu(he(l sue-
ceeded in getting int the gates of Malaga.

The santon took no part in the conflict. nor did he endea-
four to enter the city. His plans were of a different nature.
Drawing apart from the battle, he threw himself ou his knecs,
on a rising gr ound, and, lifting his hands to ITeaven, appeared
to be absorbed i I prayer. "The Christians® as they were
searching for fugitives in the clefts of thc'rot,kb, found him at
his devotions. He stitted not at éheir appfoach, but remained
fixed as a statuc, without changing colour or moving a muscle.
Filled with syrprize, not unmixed with awe, they took him to
the Marquis of Cadiz. He was wrapped iy a coarse albornoz,
or Moorish mantle; his beard was long and griZzled, and
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there was somcthing wild and melancholy in his look, that
inspired curiosity.

On being cxamined, he gave himself out as a saint, to whom
Allah had revealed the events, that were to take place in that
siege. 'The marquis demanded when and how Malaga was to
Jbe taken. Ile replied, that he knew full well; but he was
Jdorbidden to reveal these important secrets, except to the
king and gqucen. The good marquis was ‘ot more given to
superstitious fancies than other' commanders of his time ; yet
there scemed something singular and mysterious abont this
min : he might have some important intelligence to comiu-
nicate ; so he was persuaded to send him to the king and
gqueen. He was conducted to the royal tent, surrounded by a
curious. multitude, exclaiming “ FEl Moro Santo!” for the

,news had spread through the camp, that they had taken a
Moorish prophet.

The king, having dined, was taking his siesta, or afternoon’s
sleep, in his tent; and the queen, though curious to sce this
singular being, yet, from a natural delicacy and reserve, de-
Jayed until the king should be present. He was taken,
therefore, to an adjoining tent, in which were Doiia Beatrix
de Bovadilla, Marchioness of Moya, and Don Alvaro of Por-
tugal, son of the Duke of Braganza, with two or three attend-
ants. The Moor, ignorant of the Spanish tongue, had not
understood the conversation, of the guards, and supposed,
from the magnificence of the furniture and the silken hang-
ings, that this was the royal ten*. From the respect paid by
the attendants to Don Alvaro and the marchioness, ke con-
cluded, that they were the king and queen.

He now asked for a draught of water. A jar was brought
to him, and' the guard released his arm, to enable him to
drink. The marchionwss perecived a sudden change in his
countenance, and something sinister in the cxpression of his
eye, and shifted her position to a more remote part of the
tent. Pretending to raise the water to his lips, the Moor
unfolded his albornoz so as to grasp a cimeter, which he wore
concealed beneath ;' then, dashing down the jar, he drew his
weapon, and gave Don Alva-o a blow bn the head, that struck
him to the earth and ncarly deprived him of life. Turning
upon the marchioness, he then made a violent blow at her,
but, in his eagerness and agitation, his cimeter caught in the
drapery of the tent; the force of the blow was broken, and
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the weapon struck harmless upon some golden ornaments of
her head-dress.*

Ruy Lepez de Toledo, treasurer to the queen, and Juan do
Belaleazar, a sturdy friar, who were present, grappled and |
struggled with the desperado; and immediately the guards
who had conducted him from the Marquis of Cadiz fell upop
him, and cut him to piecesit .

The king and Yucen, brought out of their tents by thes
noise, were filled with horrorewhen they learned the immi-
nent peril from which they had escaped.  The mangled body
ofthe Moor was taken by the people of the camp, and thrdwn
into the city from a catapult. The Gomeres gathered up the
body, with deep revercnce, as the remains of a saint; they
washed and perfumed it, and buried it with great hqnour and
loud lamentations. In revenge of his death, they slew one of
their pringipal Christian captives; and, having tied his body’
upon an ass, they drove the animal forth into the camp.

From this time therc was appointed an additional guard
around the tents of the king and queen, composed of twelve
hundred.cavaliers of rank of the kingdops of Castile and
Arragon. No person was admitted to the royal presence
armed. No Moor was allowed to enter the camp without a
previous knowledge of his character and business ; and on ne
account was any Moor to be introduced into the presence of
the sovereigns. . .

An act of treachery of such a ferocious nature gave risc to
a train of gloomy apprchessions. There were many cabins
and sheds about the ecump, constructed of branches of trees,
which had become dry and combustible ; and fears were en-
tertained, that they wight be set on fire by the Mudixares, or
Moorish vassals, who visited the army. Some even dreaded,
that attempts might be made to poison the wells and foun-
tains. To quict these disthal alarts, all Mudixares were
ordered to leave the camnp; and all loose loiterers, who could
not give a good account of themselves, were taken into
custody. )

—————

CHAPTER LIX.

Amonac thgse followers of the santon that had effected their
entrance into the city was a dark Afrigan, of the tribe of
* Pietro Martyr, epist. 62, + Cura de los Palacios.
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Gomeres, who was likewisc a hermit or dervise, and passed
among the Moors for a holy and inspired man. No sooner
were the mangled remains of his predecessor buried with the
honours of martyrdom, than this dervise elevated himself in
his* place. and professed to be gifted with the spirit of pro-
vhecy. He displayed a white banner, which he assured the
Moors was sacred; that he had retained it for twenty years,
«for some signal purpose ; and that Ailah had revealed to him,
that undet that banner, the inkabitants of Malaga should sally
forth upon the camp of the wnbelievers, put it to utter rout,
and banquet upon the provisions in which it abounded.*
The hungry and eredulous Moors were elated at this predie-
tion, and cried out to be led forth at once to the attack ; but
the dervise told them the time was not yet arrived, for every
ecvent had its allotted day in the deerces of fate ; they must
wait paticntly, therefore, until the appointed time should be
revealed to him by Heaven,  Hamet el Zegri listened to the
dervise with profound rererence, and his example had great
effect in inereasing the awe and deference of his followers.
Ile took the holy man up into his stronghold of Gibralfaro,
consulted him on all occasions, and hung out his white banner
on the loftiest tower, as a signal of cncouragement to the
cople of the city.

In the meantime, the prime chivalry of Spain was gradually
asscinbling before the walls of Malaga. The army which had
commenced the siege had been worn out by extreme hard-
ships, having had to construet imiaense works, to dig trenches
and mines, to monnt guard by sca aad laud, to patrole the
mountains, and to sustain incessant conflicts. 'The sovercigns
were obliged  therefore to call upen various distant citics for
reinforcements of horse and foot.  Many nobles, also, assem-
bled their vassals, and fepaired, of their own accord, to the
royal camp, :

Fvery little while, some statcly galley or gallant caravel
would stand into the harbour, displaying the well-known
banner of som¥ Spanish cavalicr, and thundering from ity
artillery a salutation to the sovercigns, and a defiance to the
Moors. On the land side also reinforcements would be scen,
winding sdown the mountains to the sound of drum and
trumpet, and marching into the camp with glistening arms,
as yet unsullied by-the toils of war.

< * Cura de los Palacios,
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One morning the whole sca was whitened by the sails, and
vexed by the oars of ships and galleys bearing towards the
port. Onc hundred vessels, of various kinds and sizes,
arrived; some armed for warlike service, others deep freighted
with provisions. At the samc time, the clangor of dgum dnd
trumpet bespoke the arrival of a powerful force by land,
which came pouring in lengthening columns into the camp. *

This mighry reiiforcement was furnished by the Duke of*
Medina Sidonia, who reigned®dike a petty monarel® over his
vast possessions.  He came with this princely foree a volunteer
to *the royal standard, not having been summoned by the
sovereigns, and he brought morever a loan of twenty thousand
dablas of gold.

‘When the eamp was thus powerfully r&inforced,sIsabella
advised that new offers of an indulgent kind should be made,
to the inhapitants; for she was anxious to prevent the miseries
of a protracted sicge, or the effusion of blood that wust attend
ageneral attack. A fresh summons was therefore sent for the
city to surrender, with a promise of life, liberty, and property,
in case Qf immediate complinnee, but denouncing all the
horrors of war if the defence were obstinately continued.

Hamet ol Zegri again rejected the offér with scorn.  His
main fortificutions as yet were but little impaired, and were
capable of holding’ ont much Jonger; he trusted to the thou-
sand cvils and accidents that beset a besieging army, and to
the inclemencies of the approaching season; and it is said he,
as well as his followers, had an infatuated belief in the pre-
dictioas of the dervise.

The worthy Yray Antonio Agapida does not seruple to
affirm that the pretended prophet of the citygwas an arch
necromancer, or Moorish magician, “of which there be
countless many,” says he, “in the fitthy seet of Mahomet;”
and that he was leagued with the piinee of the powers of the
air, to endeavour to work the counfusion and defeat of the
Christian army. ‘The worthy fathqr asserts also, that ITamet
employed him in a high tower of the Gi%ralfaro, which
commanded a wide view over sea and land, where he wrought
spells and incantation®, with astrolabes and other diabolical
instruments, to defeat the Christian ships and forees, whenever
they were engaged with the Moors. '

To the potent spells of this sorcerer he, ascribes the perils
and losses sustained by a party of cavaliers of the - royal
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houschold, in a desperate combat to gain two towers of the
suburb, near the gate of the city called La Puerta de Granada,
The Christians, led on by Ruy Lopez de Toledo, the valiant
treasurer of the queen, took, and lost, and retook the towers,
which were finally set on fire by the Moors, and abandoned
to the flames by both partics. To the same malignant influ-
énce he attributes the damage done to the Christian flcet,
*which was so vigorously assailed by the albatozas, or flouting
batteries, of the Moors, that oue ship of the Duke of Medina
Sidonia was sunk, and the rest were obliged to retire.

« [Jamet el Zegr,” says Fray Antonio Agapida, *“stood on
the top of the high tower of Gibralfaro, and beheld this
injury wrought upon the Christian foree: and his proud heart
was puffed up.  snd the Moorish necromancer stood beside
<him.  And he pointed out {o him the Christian host below,
cncamped on every eminence around the city, and covering
ity fertile valley, and the many ships floating upon the tranquil
sea; and he bade him be strong of heart, for that, in a fow
days, all this mighty fleet would be scattered by the winds of
heaven; and that he should sally forth, under guidanee of the
sacred banner, and attack this host, and utterly defeat it, and
mulke spoil of those sumptuous tents; and Malaga should be
triwmphantly revenged upon her assailants.  So the heart of
Hamet was hardened Like that of Pharaoh, and he persisted in
setting at defiance the Catholic sovercigns and their army of
saintly warriors.”

—)

CHAPTER LX.

Serrve the infatuated obstinacy of the besicged, the
Christinns now approached their works to the walls. gaining
onc position after another, preparatory to a gencral assault.
Near the barrier of the city was a bridge with four arches,
defended at cach end by a strong and lofty tower, by which a
art of the army would bave to pass in making & gencral
attack. The dommander-in-chicf of the artillery, Francisco
Ramirez de Madrid, was ordered to take possession of this
bridge. 'The approach to # was perilous in the extreme,
from the exposed situation of the assailants, and the numbers
of Moors that garrisoned the towers. Francisco Ramirey,
therefore, seeretly excavated a mine leading bencath the first
tower, and placed a pieee of ordnance, with its mouth upwards,

-
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immediately under the foundation, with a train of powder to
produce an explosion at the necessary moment.

When this was arranged, he advanced slowly with his
forces in the face of the towers, erecting bulwarks at every
sttp, and gradually gaining ground, until he arrived pear *to
the bridge.  He then planted several picees of artillery in his.
works, and began to batter the tower. The Moors replied-
bruavely from their dbattlements; but in the heat of the combat ®
the picce of ordnance under the foundation was didcharged.
The earth was rent open, a part of the tower overthrown, and
sevtral of the Moors torn to picees: the rest took to flight,
overwhelmed with terror at this thundering explosion bursting
beneath their fect, and at beholding the carth vomiting Hames
and smoke; for never before had they witnessedesuch a
stratagem in warfare. The Christians rushed forward and,
took possesgion of the abandoned post, and immediately com-
menced an attack upon the other tower, at the opposite end
of the bridge, to which the Moors had retired.  An incessant
fire of crossbows and arquebuses was kept up between the
rival towgrs, volleys of stones were *dischagzed, and.no onc
dared to venture upon the intermediate bridge.

Francisco de Ramirez at length renewetl his former mode
of approach, making bulwarks as he advavced, while the
Moors at the other end swept {he bridge with their artillery.
"The combat was long and bloody, ferecious on the part of the
Moors, paticnt and persevering on the part of the Christians.
By slow degrees they accomsphished their progress across the
bridgey drove the enemyabefore them, and remained masters of
this important pass.

For this valiant and skilful achicvement, Kigg Ferdinaud,
after the surrender of the city, conferred the dignity of
knighthood upon Francisco Ramirez.ein the tower which he
had so gloriously gained.*  The worfhy padre, Fray Antonio
Agapida, indulges in more than a page ol extravagant culogy
upon this invention of blowing up the foundation of the tower
by a -piece of ordnance, which he affirms %o be the first
instance on record of g.unpowdcr being ustd in a mine.

[}

CHAPTER LXI.
WaiLE the dervise was deluding the garrison_of Malaga
* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 91. .
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with vain hopes, the faminc increased to a terrible degrec.
The Gomeres ranged about the city as though it had been a
conquered place; taking by force whatever they found eatable
in the houses of the peaceful eitizens, and breaking open
vaults and cellars, and demolishing walls, wherever thé}'
thought provisions might be concealed.
= 'The wretched inhabitants had no longer bread to cat; the
* horsctlesh also now failed them ; and they were fain to devour
skins ana hides toasted at the fire, and to assuage the hunger
of their children with vine leaves cut up aud fried in oil.
Many perished of famine, or of the unwholesome food with
which they endeavoured to relieve it; and many took refuge
in the Christian camp, preferring captivity to the horrors
which sarronunded-them.

At length the sufferings of the inhabitants beeame so great
as to conquer even their fears of Hamet and his Gomeres.
They assembled before the house of Ali Dordux, the wealthy
merchant. whose stately mansion was at the foot of the hill of the
alcazaba; and they urged hin to stand forth as their leader, and
to intercede with amet 1 Zegri for a surrender. Al Dordux
was a man of courage as well as policy; he pereeived also that
hunger was giving boldness to the eitizens. while he trusted
it was subduing the ficreeness of the soldiery. Ie armed
himself, therefore, eap-i-pi¢, and undertook this dangerous
parley with the aleayde: He associated with him an alfaqui,
named Abrahen Alharis, and an important inhabitant, named
Amar ben Amar; and they aseended to the fortress of Gibral-
faro, followed by several of the tremlling merchants.

They found Hamet ¢l Zegri, not, as before, surrounded by
forocious guards and all the implements of war; but in a
chamber of one of the lofty towers, at a table of stone, covered
with scrolls, and traced with strange characters and mystie
diagrams; while instruments of* singular and unknown form
lay about the room. Beside Hamet ¢l Zegi stood the pro-
phetic dervise, who appejred to have been explaining to him
the mysterious inseriptions of the serolls.  Iis presence filled
the citizens with awe; for even All Dordux considered him a
man inspired. 2 ! .

"The alfaqui, Abrahen Alharis, whose sacred character gave
him boldness to speak, now lifted up his voice, imd addressed
Hamet el Zegri. = We implore you,” said he solemnly, “in
the name of the most powerful God, no longer to persist in

3



EXPOSTULATION WITH HAMET EL ZEGRI. 225

a vain resistance, which must cnd in our destruction; but
dcliver up the city, while clemency is yet to be obtained.
Think how many of our warriors have fallen by the sword; do
not suffer those who survive to perish by famine. Our wives
apd children ery to us for bread, and we have nonc to give
them. We see them expire in lingering agony before our

eves, while the enemy mocks our misery, by displaying'the
abundance of his camp. * Of what avail s our defence?
Arc our walls, peradventure, more strong than thg walls of’

Yonda? Arc our warriors mote brave than the defenders of
Logm? The walls of Ronda were thrown down, and ghe
warriors of Loxa had to surrender. Do we hope for succour ?
From svhenee are we to receive it?  The time for hope has
gone by. Granada has lost its power: it no longer posscsses
chivalry, commanders, or a king. Boabdil sits a vastl in the
degraded walls of the Alhambra: El Zagal is a fugitive, shute
up within ethe walls of Guadix. The kingdom is divided

against itself: its strength is gone, its pride fallen, its very
existence at an end.  In the name of Allah, we conjure thee,

who art our captain, be not our dirgst enemy ; but surrender
thesc ruims of our once happy Malaga, and decliver us from
these overwhelming horrors.” .

Such was the supplicatign forced from the inhabitants by
the extremity of thew sufferings.  Hamet el Zegri listened to
the alfaqui without anger, for he respected the sanctity of his
office. His heart, too, was afthat moment lifted up with a
vain confidence. “Yet a few days of paticnce,” said he,
“ and all these cvils will suddenly have an end. I have been
conferting with this hol§ man, and find, that the time of our
deliveranee is athand. The deerees of fate are inevitable: it
is writtenin the book.of destiny, that we shall selly forth, and
destroy the camp of the unbelievers, and banquet upon those
mountains of grain, which arg piled up in the midst of it. So
Allah hath promised, by the mouth of this his prophet.
Allah achbar ! God is great! Let no man oppose the decrees

of Heaven.” . .

The citizens heard with proud revereneg; for no true Moslem
pretends to struggle against whatever is written in the hook
of fate. Ali Dordux, who had &me prepared to champion
the city, and to brave the ire of Flamct, humbled himself
before this hdly man; and gave faith to his prophecies as the
revelations of Allah.  So the deputics retutned to the citizens,

Q
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and exhorted them to be of good cheer.  “ A few days longer,”
said they, “and our sufferings are to terminate. When the
white banner is removed from the tower, then look out for
deliverance ; for the hour of sallying forth will have arrived.” -
The pepple retired to their houses with sorrowful hearts.
They tried in vain to quiet the crics of their famishing
ehildren ; and day by day, and hour by hour, their anxious
~eyes were turned to the sacred banner, which still continued
to wave on the tower of GibraKaro.

CIIAPTER LXII.

“The Moorish neeromancer,” observes the worthy Iray
Antonio, Agapida; “remained shut up in the tower of the
Gibralfaro, devising_devilish means to work mischief and dis-

"comfiture upon the Cluistians. 1lc was daily consulted by
Hamet el Zegri, who kad great faith in those black and magic
arts, which he had bmught with him from the bosom of
heathen Africa.”

From the account given of this dervise and his incantations
by the worthy father, it would appear, that he was an astro-
loger, and was stucying the stars, and endcavouring to calen-
late the day and hour, when a ‘successful attack might be
made upon the Christian camp.,

TFamine had now increased to such a degrec as to distress
even the garrison of Gibralfaro ; although the Gomeres had
seized upon all the provisions shey could find in the ecity.
Their passions were sharpencd by hunger; and they beeame
restless and turbulent, and impatient for action.

Tlamet el Zegri was one day in council with his captains,
perplexed by the pressure of events, when the dervise entered
among them.  *The hour of victory,” exelaimed he, “is at
hand! Allah has commnanded, that to-morrow morning ye
shall sally forth to the fight. I will bear before you the
sacred banner, and deliver your enemics into your hands.
Remember, bowever, that ye are but instruments in the hands
of Allah, to take veageance on the encmies of the faith. Go
into battle, therefore, with.pure hear'ts, forgiving cach other
all past offémces; for those, who are charitable towards each
other, will be victorious over the foe.” -

The words of the dervise were received with rapture.  All
Gibralfard and the alcazaba resounded immediately with the
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din of arms ; and Hamet sent throughout the towers and for-
tifications of the city, and selected the choicest troops and
most distinguished eaptains for this eventful combat.

In the morning early, the rumour went throughout the city, ,
that the sacred banner had disappeared from the tower of
Gibralfaro, and all Malaga was roused to witness the sally
that was to destroy the ugbelievers,  Hamet descended from
his strong-hold, yecompanied by bis principal eaptain, Abras
hen Zenete, and followed bwedis Gomeres.  'The dervise led
the way, displaying the white banngr, the sucred pledge of
victory. The multitude shouted, ** Allah achbar!” and ros-
trated-themselves before the bauner as it passed.  Even the
dreaded Hanet was hailed with praises ; for, in their hope of
speedy relief, through the prowess of hisearm, the, populace
forgot cverything but his bravery. Every bosom in Malaga
was agitated by hope and fear; the old nen, the women, and
children, and all who went not forth to battle, mounted on
tower, and battlement, and roof, to avatch a combat, that was
to decide their fate,

Beforg sallying forth from the ctty, thg dervise addressed
the troops, reminding them of the holy nature of this enter-
prise, and warning them not to forget the protection of the
sacred banner by any unworthy act.  They were to press
forward, fighting valiantly, and granting no quarter. The
gate was then thrown open, and ¢he dervise issued forth,
followed by the army. They dirceted their assault upon the
cncampments of the master of Santiago and the master of
Calatruva, and came ugon them so suddenly, that they killed
and wounded several of ‘he guards. Abrahen Zencte made
his way into onc of the tents, where he beheld several Chris-
tian striplings, just starting from their slumber.® "he heart of
the Moor was suddenly touched with pity for their youth, or,
perhaps, he scorned the weakness of the foe: he smote them
with the flat, instead of the edge, of his sword. * Away,
imps,” cried he, “away to your mothers!” The fanatic der-
visc rcproached him “with his clemency. 1 did not kill
them,” replied Zencte, * becausc I saw mo beards !"*

The alarm was given in the camp, ®and the Christians
rushed from all quarters to defend thegatesof the bulwarks. Don
Pedro Puerigcarrero, scnior of Mogucr, and his brother, Don
Alonzo Pacheco, planted themselves, with their followers, in

* Cura de los Palacios, cap, 84, '2 .
. Q
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the gateway of the encampment of the master of Santiago, and
bore the whole brunt of the battle until they were reinforeed.
The gate of the encampment of the master,of Calatsava was,

«in like manner, defended by Lorenzo Saurez de Mendoza.
Hamcet €] Zegii was furious at being thus checked, where he
had expected a miraculous victory. He led his troops re-
peatedly to the attack, hoping to foree the gates before succour
vhould arrive. 'They fought with vehement ardour, but were
as often répulsed ; and cvery tiste they returned to the assault,
they found their enemies doubled in number.  The Christians
opched a eross fire of all kinds of missiles from their bulwarks ;
the Moors could cffect but little damage upon a foe thus pro-
tected behind their works, while they themselves were cxposed
from head to foot.* The Christians singled out the most con-
gpicuous cavaliers, the greater part of whom were either slain
or wounded. Still the Moors, infatuated by the predictions of
the prophet. fought desperately and devotedly ; and they were
furious to revenge the slawghter of their leaders.  They rushed
apon certain death, endeavouring madly to seale the bulwarks,
or force the gates; and fell amidst showers of darts apd lances,
filling the ditches with their mangled bodies.

Hamet ¢l Zegri‘raged along the front of the bulwarks,
secking an openiug for attack. e gnashed his teeth with
fury. as he saw o many of his chosen warriors slain around
him. He scemed to have a charmed life; for, though con-
stantly in the hottest of the firht, amidst shovwers of niissiles,
he still escaped uninjured.  Blindly confiding in the prophecy
of victory, he continued to urge on bis devoted troops. The
dervise, too, ran like a maniac through the ranks, waving his
white banney and inciting the Moors, by howlings rather
than by shouts. In the midst of his frenzy, a stone from a
catapult strick him om the head, and dashed out s be-
wildered brains.® v )

‘When the Moors beheld their prophet slain, and his banner
in the dust, they were scized with despair, and fled in confu-
sion 1o the city® Hamet el Zegri made some cffort to rally
them, but was himstlf confounded by the fall of the dervise.
He covered the fljght of hisedbroken fotees, turning repeatedly
upon their pursuers, and slowly making his retrcat into
the city.

The)inhgbitallts of Malaga witnessed from their walls, with

i - -* Qaribay, lib. xviii. cap.-33.
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trembling anxiety, the whole of this disastrous conflict. At
the first onsct, on sceing the guards of the camp put to flight,
they excliimed, * Allah has given us the victory” and they
sent up shouts of triumph. Their exultation, however, wase
furned into doubt, when they beheld their troops repulsed in
repeated attacks.  They could perceive, from time to time,
some distinguished warrior laid low, and others brought baok
bleeding to the cfty. When, at length, the sacred banne
fell, and the routed troops cathe flying to the gate8, pursued
and cut down by the foc, horror and despair seized upon,the
populace.

As Hamet el Zegri entered the gates, he was greeted with
loud lamentations. Mothers, whose sous had been slain,
shricked enrses after him as he passed.  $8me, in the anguish
of their hearts, threw doyn their famishjng babes before him,
exclamingy ¢ Trample on them with thy horse's feet, for we
have no food to give them, and we canuot endure their cries !’
All heaped execrations on his head, @s the eause of the woes
of Malaga. .

The warlike part of the ejtizens, also, awd many warriors,
who, with their wives aud children, had taken refuge in
Malaga from the mountain fortresses,‘now joined in the
popular clamour ; for their hearts were overcome by the
shfferings of their fanilics.

Hamet ¢l Zegri found it, impassible to withstand this
torrent of lumentations, curses, and reproaches.  1lis military
ascendancy was at an cn& ; for most of his officers, and the
prime warriors of his African band, had fallen in this dis-
astrous sally. Turning his back, therefore, upon the city,
and abandoning it to, its own councils, he refgred, with the

remnant of his Gomeres, to his strong-hold in the Gibralfaro.
[ ]

s

CHAPTER LXIII.

Tur people of Malaga, being no.longer overawed by Ilamet
¢l Zegri and his Gomeres, turned to Ali DoMux, the magna-
nimous merchant, and put the fate of th'e. city into his hands.
He had already gained the #eaydes of, the castle of the
Genocse and of the citadel into his party; and, in the late
confusion, Rad gaincd the sway over these important for-
tresses. Ile now associated himself with ¢he alfagui, Abrahen
Alhariz, and four of the principal inhabitants ; and, forming
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a provisional junta, they sent heralds to the Chuistian sove-
reigns, offering to surrender the city on certain terms, pro-
tecting thes persons and property of the inhabitahts, per-
*mitting them to reside as mudaxares, or fributary vassals.
either mt\Iulmr'L or clsewhere.

« When these heralds arrived at the camp, and made known
their mission, the anger of Ferdinand was kindled. ¢ Return
fo your follo“-mtlzem said he, “and te'l them, that the
day of grace is gone by. They have persisted in a fruitless
d(-n,‘nw until the) are driven by necessity to capitulate:
they must surrender uncon(htm)u]lv, and abide the fate ‘of
the vanquished. Those who merit death shall suffer death ;
those who merit captivity shall be made captives.”

This sttrn reply spread consternation among the people of
Malaga; but Ali Dordux comforted them, and undertook to
go in person, and pray for favourable terms. When the
prople beheld this great merchant, who was so eminent in
their city, departing with'his associates on this mission, they
plucked up heart, for thev said, * Surcly the Christian king
wﬂl not twrn a deaf car to such a man as Ali Dordux!”

Ferdinand, however, would not even admit the ambassadors
to his presence. Send them to the devil,” sail he, in a
great passion, to the commander of Leon. T will not see
them. et them get back to their eity.  They shall all suf-
render to my mexey as vanquished enemies.”#

To give emphasis to this reply, he ordered a general dis-
charge from all the artillery and thttt‘li(.b, and there was a
gre: 1t shout throughout the camp, and all the lombards and
catapults. and other engines, thundered furiously upon the
city, doing grcat (Lun'luv

‘Ali Dordux and his companions returned with downeast
countenances, and could scarce make the reply of the Chris-
tian sovereign be heard, for the warmq of the artillery, the
tumbling of the walls, and the cries of women and children.
The citizens were greatly astonished and dismayed, when
they found the hittle respect paid to their most eminent man ;
but the warriors who were in the city exclaimed, * What has
this merchant to d¢ with quéstions between men of battle ?
Let us not address the enemy as abject suppliants, who have
no power to m;me but as valiant men, who h.ve weapons
in their hands.” ¢

* Cura de los Palacios, cap. 84..
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o they despatched another message to the Christian
sovercigns, offering to yield up the city, and all their effeets,
on condition of being secured in their personal liberty.
Should this be denied, they declared, that they would hang .
from the battlements fiftcen hundred Christian captives, nfale
and female; that they would put all their old’ men, their
women and ¢hildren, into the citadel, set fire to the city, and
sally forth sword i hand, to fight until the last gasp. I
this way,” said they, “the Spanish sovercigns shll gain' a
Dloody victory, and the full of Malaga be renowned while the
world endures.” ¢

Vagious debates now took place in the Christian camp.
Many of the cavaliers werc exasperated against Malaga for its
long resistance, which had caused the death of many of their
relations and favourite companions. It had long been g
strong-hold for Moorish depredators, and the mart where
most of the warriors captured in the Axarquia had been
exposed in triumph, and sold to slarery. They represented,
morcover, that there were many Moorish cities yet to be
besicgeds; and that an example oughit to ba made of Malaga,
to prevent all obstinate resistance hercafter. 'They advised,
therefore, that all the inhabitants should be put to the
sword | ¥ ’

The humane heart of Isabella revolted at such sanguinary
councils. She insisted, that their triumph should not be dis-
graced by cruelty. Ferdinand, however, was inflexible in
refusing to grant any prelittinary terms; insisting on an un-
conditional swrrender. *The people of Malaga now abandoned
themselves to paroxysms of despair. On the onc side, they
saw famine and degth; on the other, slaverg and chains.
The mere men of the sword, who had no families to protect,
were loud for signalizing their fall b some illustrious action.
“Let us sacrifice our ChriStian catives, and then destroy
owselves I eried some. ** Let us put all the women and
children to death, sct five to the city, fall on the Christian
camp, and die sword in hand !”" cricd others.

Ali Dordux gradually made his voice B¢ heard amidst the
gencral clamour. e addressed*himself to,the principal inhae
bitants, and ¢hose who had children. ** Let those who live
by the swordydie by the sword,” cried he, *“but let us not
follow their desperate councils. Who knews what sparks of

* Pulgar, ®
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pity may be awakened in the bosoms of the Christian sove-
rcigns, when they behold our unoffending wives and daugh-
ters, and our helpless little ones ! The Christian queen, they
say, is full of mercy.” .

At thuse wordy the hearts of the unhappy people of Malaga
yearned over their families; and they empowered Ali Dordux
£fu deliver up the city to the mercy*of the Castilian sovereigns.

The merchant now went to and fro, anil had several com-
munications with Ferdinand and Isabella; and interested
several principal cavaliers in his cause. And he sent rich
presents to the king and queen, of oriental merchandises,
silks, and stuffs of gold, and jewels, and precious stones, and
spices, and perfumes, and many other rare and sumptuous
things, Which he had accumulated in his great tradings with
¢the East; and he gradually found favour in the eyes of the
sovereigns.* Finding that there was nothing to Ue obtained
for the city, he now, like a prudent man and able merchant,
began to negociate for himself and his immediate friends.

He represented, that, from the first, they had been desirous
of yiclding up the city ; but had been prevented by warlike
and high-handed men, who had threatened their lives. He
entreated, thercfore, that merey might be extedded to them,
and that they might not be confounded with the guilty.

c sovercigns had accepted the presents of Ali Dordux :
how could they turn a deaf ~ar to his petition? So they
granted a pardon to him, and to forty families which he
named ; and it was agreed, that they should be protected in
their lives and property, and permitted to reside in Malaga
as Mudaxares or Moslem vassals ; and to follow their cus-
tomary purstits.} All this being aranged, Ali Dordux
delivered up twenty of the principal inhabitants, to remain as
hostages until the whole city should be placed in the posses-
sion of the Christians. )

Don Guticre de Cardeiias, senior commander of Leon, now
entered the city, armed -eap-i-pié, on horseback, and took

ossession, in the name of the Castilian sovereigns. He was

Eallowed by his reteiners. and by the crptains and cavaliers of

the army; and in a little whilc the standards of the cross,

and of the blessed Santiago, and of the Catholit sovereigns,

were elevated on the principal tower of the aleadaba. When

these standerds were beheld from the camp, the queen, and
* MS, Chron. of Valera, + Cura de los Palacios.
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the princess, and the ladies of the court, and all the royal

retinue, knelt down, and gave thanks and praises to the Holy

Virgin, and to Santiago, for this great triumph of the faith;

and the bishops, and other clergy who were present. and thee
choristers of the royal chapel, chanted Te Deum Muudamus,

and Gloria in excelsis. . .

CHAPTFER LXIV.

« No sooner was the city delivered up, than the, wretghed
inhabitants implored permission to purchase bread for them-
selves and their children, from the heaps of grain, which they
had so often gazed at wistfully from their walls. Their prayer
was granted ; and they issucd forth, with®the famished cager-
ness of starving men. It was pitcous to behold the struggles
of these Whhappy people, as they contended who first should
have their necessities rclieved.

“Thus,” says the pious Fray Aftonio Agapida, ** thus are
the predictions of false prophets sometimes permitted to be
verified®; but always to the confusion ofsthose who trust in
them; for the words of the Moorish yecromancer came to
pass, that they should cat,of those heaps of bread ; but they
ate of them in humiliation and defeat, and with sorrow and
bitterness pf heart.”

Dark and ficrce were the §relings of 1Tamet ¢l Zegri. as he
looked down from the castle of Gibralfaro, and beheld the
Christian legions pouring®into the city, and the standard of
the cross supplanting’ the crescent on the citadel. “The
people of Malaga,” sai he, «* have trusted to a man of trade,
and he has trafficked them away; but let usenot suffer our-
selves to be bound, hand and foot, and delivered up as part
of his bargain. We havg yet strdng walls around us, and
trusty weapons in our hands. Let us fight until buried
bencath the last tumbling tower of Gibralfaro;® or, rushing
down from among its ruins, carry havoc gmong the unbe-
lievers, as they throng the streets of Malaga!”

The ficrceness of the Gomeres, howevgr, was broken. They
could have died in the breach, had their eastle been assailed ;
but the slow advances of famine subduced their strength with-
out rousing™their passions, and sapped the force both of soul
and body. They were almost unanimous for a gurrender.

It was a hard struggle for the proud spirit ef Haet, to
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bow itself to ask for terms.  Still he trusted, that the valous
of his defence would gain him respect in the eyes of a chival-
vous foe, “Ali,” said he, * has negociated like a merchant :

. I will eapitulate as a soldier.” Ilc scnt a herald, therefore,
1o Ferdipand, offering to yicld up his castle, but demanding
a,scparate treaty. The Castilian sovereign sent a laconic and
stern reply: ““ He shall receive ne terms, but such as have
been granted to the community of Malaga.”

For twu days Hamet el Zegri remninc& brooding in his
castle, after the city was in possession of the Christians. At
length, the clamowrs of his followers compelled him to sui-
render.  When the broken remnant of this fierce African
garrigdn descended from their eragged fortress, they were so
worn by watchfulness, famine, and battle, yet carried such a
lurking fury in their, eyes, that they looked more like fiends
than men. They were all condemned to slavery, excepting
Abrahen Zencte. The instance of clemency which he had
shown, in refraining 1o hurm the Spanish striplings on the
last sally from Malaga, won him favourable terms. It was
cited as a magnanimous act Iy the Spanish cavaliers ; and all
admitted, that, though a Moor in blood, he possessed the
Christian heart of a Castilian hidalgo.® ]

As to Hamet cl Zegri, on being asked, what moved him to
such hardened obstinacy, he replied, * When I undertook my
command, I pledged myself to fight, in defence of my faith,
my city, and my sovercign, until slain or made prisoner;
and, depend upon it, had I had mca to stand by me, I should
have dicd fighting, instead of thus tamzly surrendering myself

* without a weapon in my hand.”

“Such,” says the pious Fray Antonio,Agapida, “ were the
diabolical hatred, and stiff-nccked opposition, of this infidel
to our holy cause. But he was justly served by our most
Catholic and high-minded sovcreign, for his pertinacious
defence of he city; for Ferdinand ordered, that he should
be loaded with chains, and thrown into a dungeon.”}

»+ CHAPTER LXV¢

OxE of the first cares of the conquerers, on entering
Malaga, was to search for Christian captiyes. Nearly
sixteen hundred, men and women, were found, and among.

* Cura de los Palacios, cap. 84, + Pulgar, Cronica,
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them were persons of distinction. Some of them had been
ten, fifteen, and twenty years in captivity. Many had been
scrvants to the Moors, or labourers on public works, and some
had passed their time in chains and dungeons. Preparations
were made to celebrate their deliverance as a Christian
triumph. A tent was erceted, not far from the city, and
furnished with an altar. and all the solemn decorations of a
chapel. Ilerc thg king and queen waited to rceeive tho
Christian captives. They weve assembled in theecity, and
marshalled forth in pitcous procession. Many of them had
still the chains and shackles on their legs.  They were wasted
with famine, their hair and beards overgrown and matted,
and their faces pale and haggard from long confinement.
When they beheld themselves restored te liberty, and sur-
rounded by their counirymen, some stared wildly about, as if
in a dreams others gave way to frantic transports, but most o
them wept for joy. All present were moved to tears by so
touching a speetacle.  When the pwocession arrived at what
is called the Gate of Granada, it was met by a great concourse
from the camp, with crosses and 'pcnnons, who turned and
{followed the captives, singing hymmns of praisc and thanks-
giving. When they came in presence of the king and queen,
they threw themselves on their knees, and would have kissed
therr fect, as their saviours and deliverers ; but the sovereigns
prevented such humiliation, and greciously extended to them
their hands. They then prbstrated themselves before the
altar, and all present joined them in giving thanks to God,
for tlteir liberation fram this crucl bondage. By orders of
the king and queen, their chains were then taken off, and
they were clad in dgcent raiment, and food yas set before
them. After they had ate and drank, and were refreshed and
invigorated, they were provided with moncy, and all things
necessary for their journey, and sent joyfully to their homes.
‘While the old chroniclers dwell with becoming enthusiasm
on this pure and affecting triumph, of humanity, they go, in
a strain of cqual culogy, to describe a spcacle of a diffe-
rent nature. It so h‘lppened, that thert were found in the
city twelve of those renegado €hristians) who had deserted
to the Moors, and conveyed false intelligence during the
siege. A barbarous species of punishment was inflictcd upon
them, borrowed, it is said, from the Moers, and peculiar to
these wars, They were ticd to stakes, in a publfc place, and
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horsemen cxcreised their skill in transpiercing them with
pointed recds, hurled at them while careering at full speed,
until the miscrable victims expired bencath their wounds.
Several apostate Moors, also, who, having embraced Christ-
ladity, had afterwards relapsed into their e’lr]) faith, and had
taken refuge in Malaga from the vengeance of the Inquisition,
were publicly burnt.  « These,” says an old Jesuit historian,
cexultingly, * thesc were the tilts of reedsy and the illumina-
tions moit pleasing for this victorious festival, and for the
catholic picty of our sovereigns I"'*

When the city was cleansed from the impuritics and offens
sive odours which had collected during the siege, the bishops,
and other clergy who accompanied the court, and the choir
of the royal clmpt] walked in procession to the principal
{nosquo which was consecrated, and entitled Santa Maria de

a Incarnacion. 'This done, the king and queen entered the
city, accompanicd by the grand cardinal of Spain, and the
principal nobles and cuvaliers of the army, and heard a
solemn mass. The church was then clev. ated into a cathedral,
and Malaga was made a’bishopric, and many of the neigh-
bouring towns were comprehended in its diocese.  The queen
took up her residence in the alecazaba; in the apartments of
her valiant treasurcer, Ruy Lopez, whenee she had a view of
the whole city; but the king cstablished his quarters in the
warrior castlc of Gibralfuro. .

And now came to be considered the disposition of the
Moorish prisoners.  All those who were strangers in the city,
and had cither taken refuge there, or had entered to defend
it, were at once considered slaves.  They were divided into
threc lots. Qne was set apart for the service of Ged, in
redecming Laptlvm from bondage, cither in the kingdom of
Grn.nada, or in Africa; the second lot was divided among
those who had aided, either in the ficld or cabinct, in the
present siege, according to their rank; the third was appro-
priated to d(-fmy, by their sale, the great expenses incurred
in the reduction of the place. A hundred of the Gomeres
were sent as present$ to Pope Innocent VIIT., and were led
in triumph through the sticets of Rome, and afterwards

* Los renegados fueron acanavarcados; y los conversos quemados: y
estos fueron los canas y luminariag mas alegres por la ficsta de la vitoria,
para lu piedad. catholica de nucstros reyes. Aba.rca, A!lalcs de Araf'on,
ton. if. rey 30. c. 3.
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converted to Christianity.  Fifty Moorish maidens were sent
to the Queen Joanna of Naples, sister to King Ferdinand,
and thirty to the Queen of Portugal. Isabella made presents
of others to the ladies of her houschold, and of the noble
Muilics of Spain. . °

Among the inhabitants of Malaga were four hundred ang
fifty Moorish Jews, for thg most part women, speaking the
Arabic language, and digssed in the Moorish fashion. These
were ransomed by’ a wealthy<Jew of Castile, furmer-general
of the royal revenues derived from the Jews of Spain.  Ile
agveed to make up, within a certain time, the sum of twdhty
thousand doblas or pistoles of gold; all money and jewels of
the captives being taken in payment. They were sent to
Castile in two armed gulleys. . .

As to the great mass of Moorish inhabitants, they implored
that they pight not be stattered and sold into captivity, buf
might be permitted to ransom themselves by an amount paid
withiu a certain time. Upon this Iping Ferdinand took the
adviee of certain of his ablest counsellors.  They said to ham,
if you hold out a prospeet of hopelss capfivity, the infidels
will throw all their gold and jewels into wells and pits, and
you will lose, the greater part of the spéil; but if you fix a
general rate of ransom, and receive their money and jewels
In payment, nothing will be destroyed.  The king relished
greatly this advice; and it was arznged, that all the inha-
bitants should be ransomedf at the general rate of thirty
doblas or pistoles in gold far cach individual, male or female,
large or small; that all gheir gold, jewels, and other valaables,
should be received imenediately, in part payment of the
gencral amount; and that the residue should Be paid within
cight months; that,” i any of the number actually living
should dic in the interim, their ramsom should nevertheless
be claimed.  If, however, ‘the whele of the amount were
not discharged at the expiration of the eight months, they
should all be considered and treated as slaves.

The unfortunate Moors were cager to cch at the least
hope of future liberty, and consented ¢o these hard condi-
tions. The most ri{,i)rous precautions Were taken to exaet
thenu to the uttermost. The inhabitants'were numbered by
houses and familics, and their names taken down. Their
most precious effects were made up intg parcels, and sealed
and inscribed with their names; and they wert ordered to

.
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repair with them to certain large corrales or enclosures,
adjoining the alcazaba, which were surrounded by high walls,
and overlooked by watch-towers; to which places the caval-
gadas of Christian captives had wsually been driven, to be
confined until the time of sale, like cattle in a market. The
Moors were obliged to leave their houses, one by onej all
their rioney, necklaces, bracclets and anklets of gold, pearl,
°coral, and precious stones, were taken ‘rom them at the
threshold, and their persons so'rigorously searched, that they
carricd off nothing concealed.

Then might be scen old men, and helpless women, and
tender maidens, some of high birth and gentle condition,
passing through the strects, heavily burdened, towards the
alcazaba.  As they left their homes, they smote their breasts,
and wrung their bands, and raised their weeping eyes to
heaven in anguish; and this is recorded as their plaint; * Oh,
Malaga; city renowned and heautiful! where now is the
strength of thy castles where the grandeur of thy towers?
of what avail have been thy mighty walls for the protection
of thy children? Bchold them driven from thy. pleasant
abode, doomed to drag out a life of boudage in a foreign land,
and to die far from the home of their infancy! What will
become of thy old men and matrons, when their grey hairs
shall be no longer reverenced! what will become of thy
maidens, so delicately reared, and tenderly cherished, when
reduced to hard and menial 'servitnde! Tchold, thy once
happy familics are scattered asfunder, never again to be
united! Sons are separated from their fathers, husbands from
their wives, and tender children from ‘their mothers. They
will bewail erch other in foreign lands; but their lamentations
will be the scoff of the stranger. Oh, Malaga! city of our
birth! who can behold thy desol‘ation, and not shed tears of
bitterncss!"* *

When Malaga was completely secured, a detachment was
sent against two fortresses near the sca, called Mexas and
Osuna; which had frequently harassed the Christian camp.
"The inhabitants were threatened with the sword, unless they
instantly surrendered. They claimed the same terms that
had been granted to Malaga; imagining them to be, freedom
of person, and seccurity of property. Their claim was
granted.  They wcre transported to Malnga with all their

N * Pulgar,
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richés; and, on arriving there, were overwhelmed with con-
sternation at finding ‘themselves captives.  ““ Ferdinand,”
observeseFray Antonio Agapida, “ was a man of his word:
they were shut up in the alc-az,a.ba, with the people of Mu—.
Taga, and shared their fate.”

The unhappy captives remained thus crowded in the court-
yards of the alcazaba, like sheep in a fold, until they could
be sent by sea ayd land to Scville. They were then distrie
buted about in cx?y and country, cach Christian fanfily having
one or more to feed and maintain as a servant, until the term
fited for the payment of the residuc of the ransom should
expire. The captives had obtained permission. that several
of their number should go about among the Moorish towns of
the kingdom of Granada, colleeting contnbutmna to gid in the
purchase of their liberties; but these towns were too mucl
impoverisped by the war, and engrossed by their own dis-
tresse , to lend a listening car. So the time expired, without
the xcsulue of the ransom being paid; .mcl all the captl\ os of
Malaga, to the number, ¢
of fifteqn thousand, beean
worthy Fray Antonio Ag:
zeal and loyalty, “ never
adroit and sagacious arr
Catholic monarch, by whi
perty, and half of the ra
got possession of their pe
may be considered onc of
and politic Ferdivand, and
of (-onquerom, who have
but Jack the prudence a
‘them to account,”

CHA

Tue western part of
bcen conquored by the Cursuan avms. LUC prapury UL
Malaga was captured ; the ficrce and varlike inhabitants of
the Serrania de Ronda, and the other mqmmuu holds of the
frontier, were all disarmed, and reduced to peaccful and
laborious vagsalage. Theirn haughty fortresses, which had so
long overawed the valleys of Andalusia, now displayed the
standurd of Castile and Arragon ; the watch-tdwers,ewhich
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crowned every height, and from which the infidels had kept
a vulture eyc on the Christian territories, were now cither
dismantled, or garrisoned with Catholic troops. * What
signalized and sanctificd this great triumph,” adds tlie worthy
"Froy Antonio Agapida, “were the emblems of ceclesi-
astical domination which cverywhere appeared. In cvery
direction arosce stately convents and monasteries, those for-
fresses of the faith, garrisoned Yy its spiritual soldicry of
monks and friars. The sacred melody of €hristian bells was
again heard among the mountains, calling to carly matins, or.
sounding the angeles at the solemn hour of evening.”

While this part of the kingdom was thus redueed by the
Christian gword, the central part, round the ity of Grenada,
forming the heart of the Moorish territory. was held in vassa-
Iage of the pilb‘ﬁhﬂn monarch, by Boabdil, surnamed El
‘Chico. -

That unfortunate prince lost no oceasion, by acts wf homage,
and by professions that must have been foreign to his heart,
to propitiate the conquérors of his country. No sooner had
he heard of the capture of Malaga, than he sent congra-
tulations to the Catholic sovereigns, accompanied with pre-
sents of horses, richly capurisoned, {or the king ; and precious
cloth of gold, and oriental perfumnes, for the queen. His
congratulations, and his presents, were reccived with the
utmost graciousness ; and the short-sighted prince, lulled b
the temporary and politic forbearance of Ferdinand, flattered
himself that he was sceuring the lasting friendship of that
monarch. - ’

The policy of Boabdil had its transicnt and superficial
advantages. The portion of Moorish territory under his
immediate sWay, had a respite from the calamities ofe war,
The husbandmen cultivated their luxuriant fields in security,
and the vega of Granada, once more blossomed like the rose.
The merchants again carried on a gainful traffie, and the
gates of the city were thronged with beasts of buiden, bring-
ing the rich pre luets of every clime.  Yet, while the people
of Granada rcjoiced in therr {ceming ficlds and crowded
marts, they sceretlx despised the poliey which had proceured
them these advantuges, and held Boabdil for little better than
an apostate and an unbeliever.

Muley Abdalla el Zagal was flow the hope of the uncon-
quered part of tht kingdom; and every Moor, whosc spirit
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L] .
was not quite subdued with his fortunes, lauded the valour of
the old monarch, and his fidelity to the faith, and wished
success te his standard.

El Zagal, though he no longer sat enthroned in the Alham-,
Pra, yet reigned over morc considerable domains fhan ehis
ncphew. Ilis territories extended from the fronticr of Jacn,
along the borders of Myrcia, to the Mediterranesn, angd
reached into the gentre of the kingdom. On the north-east
he held the cities f Baza and Guadix, situate in the midst of
fertile regions. IIe had the important seaport of Almeria,
also, which at one time rivalled Granada itself in wealth %iad
population. Besides thése, his territories included a great
part of the Alpuxarra mountains, which extend across the
kingdom, and shoot out branches towards éhe sea cogst. This
mountainous region was a strong-hold of wealth and power.
Its stern apd rocky heiglit, rising to the tlouds, seemed to sef
invasion at defiance ; yet within their rugged embraces were
sheltered delightful valleys, of the bappicst teruperature and
richest fertility. The cool springs and linpid rills, which
gushed put in all parts of the mofintains, and the abundant
streams, which, for a great part of the ycar, werce supplied by
the Sierra Ngvada, spread a perpetual vetdure over the skirts
and slopes of the hills, and, collecting in silver rivers in the
valleys, wound along among plantations of mulberry-trees,
and groves of oranges and citrons, of almonds, figs, and
pomegrunates. Herc was préduced the finest xilk of Spain,
which gave cmployment to¢housands of manufacturers. The
sunbuwnt sides of the hills, also, were covered with vineyards.
The abundant herbage o* the mountain ravines, and the rich
pasturage of the valleys, fed vast flocks and hexds; and even
the arid and rocky bosums of the heights tecmed with wealth,
from the mines of various metals with which they were im-
pregnated. In a word, the®Alpuxarra mountains had ever
been the great source of revenue to the monarchs of Granada.
‘Their inhabitants, also, were hardy and warlike; and a
sudden summons from the Moorish king cduld at any time
call forth fifty thousand fighting men frem their rocky for-
tresscs. * . °

Such was the rich, but rugged, fragment of an empire,
which remaiged under the sgray of the old warrior monarch,
El Zagal. The mountain barriers, by which it was locked
up, had protected it from most of the ravages of swar, and El
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Zagal prepared himsclf, by strengthening cvery. fortress, to

battle fiercely for its maintenance. .
The Catholic sovereigns saw that fresh troubles and toils
. awaited them. The war had to be carried into a new.quarter,
defaanding immense expenditurcs ; and new ways and means
must be devised, to replenish their exhausted coffers, < As
this was a holy war, however,” says Fray Antonio Agapida,
< and peculiarly redounded to the prdspesity of the church,
the clergy were full of zeal, and contributed vast sums of
money and Iarge bodics of troops. A pious fund was also
préduced from the first fruits of that glorious institution, the
Inquisition. ' .

“TIt so happened that, about this time, there were ‘many
families of wealth and dignity in the kingdoms of Arragon
,and Valencia, and the prineipality of Catalonia, whose fore-
fathers had been Jews, but had been converted to Christianity.
Notwithstanding the outward piety of these families, it was
surmiscd, and soon cam? to be strongly suspected, that many
of them had a secret hankering after Judaism ; and it was
even whispered, that soie of them practised Jewish rites in
private.

“The Catholic ‘monarch,” continues Agapida, “had a
righteous abhorrence of all kinds of hercsy, and a fervent
zeal for the faith. Ie ordered, therefore, a strict investigation
of the conduct of these wscudo-Christians.  Inquisitors were
sent into these provinces for thi: purpose, who procceded with
their accustomed zeal. The coasequence was, that many
families were convicted of apostasy from the Christian faith,
and of the private practice of Judaism. Some, who had grace
and policy gufficient to reform in timg, were again received
into the Christian fold, after being severely muleted. and
condemned to heavy penance; others were burnt at euto de
J€s, for the edification of the piblic; and their property was
-confiscated for the good of the state.

« As these IIcbrews were of great wealth, and had a here-
ditary passion for jewclry, there was found abundant store in
their posscssion of*gold and silver, of rings, and necklaces,
and strings of pear}, and corel, and precious stones: treasurcs
easy of transportation, and wonderfully adapted for the emer-
gencics of war. In this way,” concludes the pjous Agapida,
< these backsliders, by the all-sceing contrivances of Pro-
videxce, were made to serve the righteous cause which they
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had so treacherously deserted ; and their apostate wealth was
sanctified by being devoted to the service of leaven and the
crown, in*this holy crusade against the infidels.”

It ‘must be added, however, that these pious financial expe- 4
dients reccived some check from the interference of Quien
Isabella. Her penetrating cyes discovered, that many enors
mitics had been committed, under colour of religious zeal, and
many innocent pexgons aecused by false witnesses of apostnsg:
either through malice, or a hope of obtaining thelr wealth.
She caused strict investigation, therefore, into the proceedings
witich had been held ; many of which were reversed, and
suborgers punished in proportion to their guilt.*

CHAPTER LXVIIL

“Murey Abdalla ¢l Zagal,” says fhe vencrable jcsuit'
father, Pedro Abarea, *“ was the most venomous Mahometan
in all Morisma ;” and the worthy Friy Antonio Agapida most
devoutly cchoes his opinion. * Certainly,” adds the latter,
“ none gver opposcd a more hgathchish und diabolical obsti-
nacy to the holy inroads of the cross and sword.”

il Zagal felt that it was nccessary fo do something to
quicken his popularity with the people; and that nothing was
more cffectual than a suceessul inroad. ~ 'The Moors loved the
stirring call to arms, and a wild foray among the mountains ;
and delighted more in a hastf spoil, wrested with hard fight-
ing from the Christiuns, thien in all the steady and certain
gains secured by peaccful traffic.

There reigned at thi: time a carcless security along the
fronticr of Juen. The aleaydes of the Chrisigan fortresses
were confident of the friendship of Beabdil el Chico ; and they
fancied his uncle too distant, and to® much engrossed by his
own perplexitics, to think of molesting them.  On a sudden,
El Zagal issucd out of Guadix with a chosen band, passed
rapidly through the mountains whic¢h extend behind Granada,
and fell, like a thunderbolt, upon the territores in the ncigh-
‘bourhood of Alcala la Scal. *

Before the alarm could be spread, and’the frontier roused,
he had made a wide carcer of destruction through the country;
sacking and burning villages, sweeping off flocks and herds,
and. carrying away captives. The warriors of the frontiep

* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 100. * ¢
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assembled ; but El Zagal was already far on his return through
the mountains; and he re-entered the gates of Guadix in
triumph, his army laden with Christian spoil, and ednducting
<an immense cavalgada. Such was one of the fierce El Zagal's
preparations for the expected invasion of the Christian king ;
exciting the warlike spirit of his people, and gaining for him-
seif a transient popularity.

* King Ferdinand assembled his army &4 Murcia in the
spring of 1488. He left that ciiy on the fifth of June, with a

ying camp of four thousand horse, and fourtcen thousand
foot. The Marquis of Cadiz led the van, followed Dy the
adclantado of Murcia. The army entered the Moorish fronticr
by the seacoast, spreading terror through the land; wherever
it appearcd, the towns surrendered without a blow, so great
was the dread of cxperiencing the woes which had desolated
the opposite fronticr. In this way, Vera, Velez 21 Rubico,
Velez cl Blaneo, and many towns of inferior note, to the
number of sixty, yielded at the first summons.

It was not until it approached Almeria, that the army met
with resistance.  This important city was commande by the
Prinee Zelim, a relation of Kl Zagal.  He led forth his Moors
bravely to the encounter, and skirmished fiercoly with the
advance guard in the gardens near the city.  King Ferdinand
came up with the main body of the army, and called off his
troops from the skirmish. H(;, saw, that to attack the place
with his present foree was fruitless : having reconnoitred the
city and its environs, therefore, against a future campaign, he
retired with his army and marched to sards Baza. ’

The old warrior, Kl Zagal, was himself drawn up in the
city of Baza, \veith a powerful garrison. -He felt confidence in
the strength of the place, and rejoiced when he heard, that
the Christ:an king was approachipg.

In the valley in front of Baza there extended a great tract
of gardens, like a continued grove, and intersected by canals
and water courses. In this he stationed a powerful ambus-
cade of arquebusiers, and crossbowmen. The vangnard of the
Christian army camq marching gaily up the valley, with great
sound of drum and trumpet’ and led on by the Marquis of
Cadiz, and the adclantado of Murcia. As they drew near, El
Zagal sallied forth, with horse and foot, and atiacked them,
for a time with great spirit. Gradually falling back, as if
pressetl by their superior valour, he drew  the cxulting
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Christians among the gardens. Suddenly the Moors in am-
byscade burst from their concealment, and opened such a
terrible firc in flank and rcar, that many of the Christians
were slain, and the rest thrown into confusion. King Ferdi-,
Band arrived in time to see the disastrous situatign of*his
troops, and gave signal to the van-guard to retire. .

L] Zagul did not permjt the foe to draw off unmolested.
Ordering out fresh squadrons, he fell upon the rcar of the
retreating troops, with loud sand triumphant showts, driving
them before him with dreadful havoe. The old war cry of
“¥l1 Zagal ! Kl Zagal ! was again vociferated by the M8ors,
and was re-cchoed with' transport from the walls of the city.
The Christians were for a time in imminent peril of a complete
rout; when fortunately the adelantado ofeMurcia threw him-
sclf, with a large body of horse and foot, between the pur-
suers and éhe pursucd, covering the retfeat of the latter, and
giving them time to rally.  The Moors were now attacked so
vigorously in turn, that they gave ever the unequal contest,
and drew back slowly into the city, Many valiant cavaliers
were slgin in the skirmish ; among *the nuyiber of whom was
Don Philip of Arragon, master of the chivalry of Saint George,
of Montesor, e was illegitimate son of the king's illegitimate
brother, Doun Carlos, and” his death was greatly bewailed by
Ferdinand. Tle had formerly been archbishop of Palermo ;
but had doffed the cassock for the cuirass; and had thus,
according to Fray Antonio &gapida, gained a glorious crown
of martyrdom, by falling irethis holy war.

The warm rcceptiom of his advance guard, by the old
warrior Kl Zagal, brought King Ferdinand to a pause. = He
encamped on the banks of the neighbouring rive Guadalentin,
and began to consider, whether he had acted wisely, in under-
taking this campaign with his present force. 1His late sue-
cesses had probably rendered him ®over confident. El Zagal
had again schooled him into his characteristic caution. He
saw, that the old warrior was top f'()tﬂlid:%)l)‘ cnsconced in
Baza, to be dislodged by anything excepth powerful army,
and battering artilleryy; and he feared, that, should he persist
in his invasion, some disastcr® might béfall his army, cither
fromi the enterprise of the foe, or from a pestilence which pre-
vailed in vanous parts of the country.

Ferdinund retired therefore from befora Baza, as he had on
a former oceasion from before Loxa, all the wiser for a evhole-.
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some lessan in warfare, but by no means grateful to thuse' who
had given it; and with a solemn determination to haw Lis
revenge upon "his teachers.

He now took measures for the security of the placos gained
in this gampaign, placing in them strong garrisons, well
armed and supplied, charging their aleaydes to be vigilant in
their posts, and 1o give no rest to the enemy.  The whole of
the frontier was placed under the commandgof the brave Luis
Fernandez Puerto Carrero.  Aseit was cvident, from the war-
like character of El Zagal, that there would be abundance of
actife service and hard fighting, many hidalges and youfig

cavaliers, cager for dl\tmctmn um.uiwd with Puerto Cayrero.

All thesce d.lsposmom being made, King Ferdinand closed
the dubiops campaign of this ycar; not,as usnal, by returning
in triumph, at the head of his ¢ army, to some unportmt c-1ty of
His dominions; but by disbanding the troops, and repairing to
pray at the cross of Garavaca.

CHAFTER LXVIIL

“WuiLr the piou% King Ferdinand,” observes me Anto-
nio Agapida, “ was humblmg himself before the cross, and
devoutly praying for the destruction of his enemics, that fierce
pagan, El Zagal, depending merely on his atm of flesh, and
his sword of steel, pursued his diabolical outrages upon the
Christians.” No sooncr was the invading army disbanded,
than El Zagal sallied forth from las strong-hold, and carried
firc and sword into all those parts that had submitted to the
Spanish yoke. The castle of Nixar, being carclessly guarded,:
was taken by gurprise, and its garrison put to the sword. 'The
old warrior raged with sanguinary fury about the whole
frontier, att'wkmrr convoys, slaymg wounding, and making
prisoners, and coming by surprisc upon the Christians, W here-
cver they were off their guard.

The alcayde of the forp css of Callar, confiding in the
strength of its wails and towers, and on its difficult situation,
being built on the summit of a lofty ]1111 and surrounded by
precipices, ventured'to absent himself from his post. The:
vigilant El Zagal was suddenly before it witha powerful force.
He stormed the town, sword in hand, fought the Christians
from strcet to streef, and drove them, with great slaughter,.
to the citadel: Here a vetcran captain, by the name of Juan
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da Avalos, a greyheaded warrior, scarred in many a battle,
agsumed the command, and made an obstinate defence.
Neither she multitude of the enemy, the vehemence of their
attacks, though led ou by the terrible Kl Zagal himself, had,
yower to shake the fortitude of this doughty old soldier. *

The Moors undermined the outer walls, and one of the towexs
of the fortress, and made their way into the exterior court.  The
aleayde manncd the tops of his towers ; pouring down melteel
pitch, and showecting darts, errows, stones, and 2l kinds of
missiles, upon the assailants. The Moors were driven out of
the court; but, being reinforeed with fresh troops, retufned
repeatedly to the assault?  Tor five days the combat was kept
up. *The Christians ywerc nearly exhausted; but they were
sustained by the cheérings of their stanch old aleayde ; and
they feared death from the eruel El Zagal, should they sur;
render. At lehgth, the' appronch of a‘powerful foree, under
Puerto Carrero, relieved them from this fearful peril.  El
Zagal abandoned the assault: but set fire to the town in his
rage and disappointment, and retired to his strong-hold of
Guadix, v * .

The &ample of Kl Zagal roused his adherents to action.
Two bold Moorish aleaydes, Ali Altar *and Yza Altar, com-
manding the fortresses of Alhenden and Salobrenna, laid waste
the country of the subjects of Boabdil, and the places which
had recently submitted to the Chriggians.  They swept off the
cattle, carricd off captives, €ind harassed the whole of the
newly conquered fronticr. e

The Moors, also, of 4lmeria, and Tavernas, and Purchena,
made inroads into Murcia, and carried fire and sword into its
most fertile regions ;, while on the opposite fgonticr, among
the wild valleys and rugged recesses of the Sierra Bermeja, or
Red Mountains, many of the Moors, avho had lately submitted,
again fled to arms. The Murquiseof Cadiz suppressed, by
timely vigilance, the rebellion of the mountain town of Gausen,
situate on a high peak, almost among the Jouds; but others
of the Moors fortified themselves in rock-built towers and
castles, inhabited solcly by warriors, wheénce they carried on a
continual war of forage and depredation®, swecping suddenly
down into the valleys, and carrying off locks, and herds, and
all kinds of booty, to these eagle ncsts, to which it was,
perilous and fruitless to pursue them, o

. The worthy Fray Antonio Agapida closes hif storyeof this
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chequered year in quite a different strain from those triumphant
periods, with which he is accustomed to wind up the victorious
campaigns of the sovereigns.  “ Great and mighty.” says this

.venerable chrounicler, “ were the floods nd tempests, which
‘prevailed throughout the kingdom of Castile and Arragou
about this time. It seemed as though the windows of heaven
were again opened, and a sccond deluge overwhelming the
face of nature. The clouds burst, as it were, in cataracts upon
the earth torrents rushed down from the mountains, over-
flowing the valleys. Brooks were swelled into raging rivers ;
houses were undermined : mills were > swept away by their own
streams ; the affrighted shepherds satv their flocks drowned in
the midst of the pasture, and were fain to take refuge for their
lives in towers and high places. The Gm(hlqmvxr, for a time,
became a roaring and ‘tumultuous sca ; inundating the immense
phm of the Tabladu and filling the fair city of Seville with
affright.

«A vast black cloud moved over the land, accompanied
by a hurricane and a trembling of the earth. Houses were
unroofed, the walls and 1Mfﬂ(,‘m(lltﬂ‘0f fortresses shaken,
and lofty towers rocked to their foundations. Ships, riding
at anchor, werc eitier stranded or swallowed jup. Others,
under sail, were tossed to and {ro upon mountain waves,
and cast upon the land; where the whirlwind rent them
in pieces, and scattered thcxr fragments in the air. Doleful
was the ruin, and great the terror, where this baleful
could passed by ; and it left a lcng tract of desolation over
sea and land. Some of the faint-bearted,” adds Antonio
Agapida, “looked upon this tumult of the clements as a pro-
digious event out of the course of naturc. In the weakness
of their fears, they connected it with those troubles which
occurred in various places; considering it a portent of some
great calamity, ahout to be wrought by the violence of the
bloody-handed Fl Zagal and his fierce adherents.”
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THE SIEGE OF BAZA.
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Tee stormy winter hid passed away, and the spring of
1489 Was advancing; yet the heavy rains had broken up the
roads ; the mountaindrooks were swollengto raging forrents ;
and the late shallow and peaceful rivers were deep, turbulent,
and dangerous. * The Chiistian troops hitd been summoned to”
assemble, 1n early spring, on the fronticrs of Jaen; but were
slow in arriving at the appointed place.® They were cntan-
gled in the miry defiles of the mountains, or fretted impa-
tiently on the banks of impassable floods. It was late in the
month 8f May. before they assembled in sufficient force to
attempt the proposed invasion; when, at length, a valiant
army, of thirtcen thousand horsc and forty thousand foot,
marched merrily over the border. The queen remained at
the city of Jaen, with the prince mxul and the princesses, her
children; accompanicd and gapported by the venerable Car-
dinal of Spain, and thoseereverend prelates who assisted in
her cquneils throughout this holy war. 'The plan of King
Ferdinand was to lay siege to the city of Baza, the key of the
remaining possessions_of the Moor.  That impgrtant fortress
taken, Guadix and Almeria must soou follow ; and then the
power of El Zagal would be at an end.  As the Catholic king
advanced, he had first to *securc various castles and strong-
holds, in the vicinity of Baza, which might otherwise harass
his army. Some of these made obstinate resistanec: espe-
cially the town of Cuxar. The Christians ®wailed the walls
with various machines, to sap them aml batter them down.
The brave aleayde, Hubec Adalgar, opjtsed force to force,
and engine to engine.  He mauned Lis towérs with his bravest
-yarriors, wh? rammed down gn iron shower upon the enemy;

_an#l he linked cauldrons together hy strogg chains, and cast
firc from them, consuming the wooden cngines ©f their as-
8
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sailants, and those who managed them. The siege was pro-
tracted for several days. The bravery of the alcayde could
not save his fortress from an overwhelming foc, but‘it gained
- him honourable terms. Ferdinand permitted the garrison
and the inhabitants to repair with their effects to Baza; and
4he valiant 1Iubec Adalgar marched forth with the remnant
«of his force, and took the way to that devoted city.
® The delays, which had been cawsed torthe invading army
by thesc’various circunstanees, had been diligently improved
by the old Moorish Kl Zagal; who felt that he was now
mwahing his last stand for cmpire, and that this campdign
would decide, whether he should colitinue a king, or sink into
a vassal. ‘.
Tl Zzgal was bat a few leagues from Baza, at the city of
. Guadix. This last was the most important point of his re-
maining territories, being a kind of bulwark between them
and the hostile city of Granada, the scat of his ncphew’s
power.  Though he héard of the tide of war, therefore, that
was collecting, and rollipg tewards the city of Baza, he dared
not go in person. to its assistance.  Ie dreaded that, should
he leave Guadix, Boabdil would attack him in rear, while the
Christian army was battling with him in front. El Zagal
trusted in the great strength of Baza to defy any violent as-
saults; and he profited by the deloys of the Christian army,
to supply it with all pessible means of defence. He sent
thither all the troops he eomd spare from his garrisen of
Guadix, and despatched missivls throughout his territories,
calling upon all true Moslems to hasten to Baza, tormake a
devoted stand in defence of their homes, their liberties, and
their religion. . The cities of Tavernas-and Purchena, and the
surrounding heights and valleys, responded to his orders, and
sent forth their fightife men to the field. The rocky fast-
nesses of the Alpujarris resounded with the din of arms.
Trdops of horse and bodics of foot soldicrs were scen winding
down the ruggea cliffs and defiles of those marble mountains,
and hastening towards Baza. Many brave cavalicrs of Gra-
nada, also, spurning the quict and security of Christian vas-
salage, sceretly left the city, und hastened to join their fighting
countrymen. The great dependence of El Zagal, however,
was upon the valour and loyalty of his cousin aad brother;in-
law, Cidi Yabye Alnazar Aben Zclim, who was alcayde of
Almtria; a cavalier experienced in warfare, and redoubtable
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in the field. Tic wrote to him, to leave Almeria, and repair,
with all speed, at the head of his troops, to Baza. Cidi Yahye
departed immediately, with ten thousand of the bravest Moors
in the kingdom. These were, for the most part, hardy moun.,
*taincers, tempered to sun® and storm, and tried iy mafy.a
combat. Nonc equalled them for a sally or a skirmish. Thgy
were adroit in ¢xecuting y thousand stratagems, ambuscades,
and evolutions. Jmpctwous in their assaults, yet governed in
their utmost fury*by a word or sign from their comtnander, at
the sound of a trumpet, they would check themselves in the
Midst of their carcer, ynd wheel off and disperse; and, at
another sound of a trtnpet. they would as suddenly reas-
semble, and return toythe attack. They were upon the cnemy
when least expeeted, coming like a rnsking blast, gpreading
havoc and consternation, and then passing away in an instant;
so that, svhen one recovered from the shock, and looked
around, behold, nothing was seen or heqrd of this tempest of
war, but a cloud of dust, and the cletter of retreating troops!
When Cidi Yahye led his train.of ten thousand valiant
warriogs into the gates of Buza, tHe city pung with acclama-
tions; and for a tim¢ the inhabitants thought themselves
sccure. EL Zagal also felt a glow of *confidence, notwith-
standing his own absence from the eity. ** Cidi Yahye,” said he,
is my cousin and my brother-in-law, rclated to me by blood
and marriage: he is a sceond so%f: happy is that monarch
who has his kinsman to comenand his armies!” With all these
reinforcements, the garrisof of Baza amounted to above twenty
thousand men. There werc at this time three prineipal
leaders in the ecity; Mahommed ben Ilassan, surnamed the
Veteran, who was nyilitary governor, or aleaydg, an old Moor
of great expericnee and discrction.  The second was Hamet
Abu Ilali, who was captain of thes troops stationed in the
place; and the third was fTiubec Adalgar, the valiant alcayde
of Cuxar, who had repaircd bither with the remains of his
garrison. Over all thesc Cidi Yahye cxgrcised a supreme
command, in consequence of his being of the blood royal, and
in the special confidegee of Muley Abdala El Zagal. He was
eloquent and ardent in coundl, and fdnd of striking and
lendid achicvements ; but he was a little prone to be car-
ried away by the excitement of the moment, and the warmth
of his imagination. The councils of war af thesc commanders,
therefore, were more frequently controlled by tht opinions of
. . 82
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the old alcayde, Mohammed ben Hassan, for whose shrewdness,
caution, and experience, Cidi Yahye himsclf felt the greatest
deference. ' ‘

The city of Baza was situate in a spacious valley, eight
[ es tn length and three in breadth, called the Hoya or
basin of Baza. It was surrounded by a 1ange of mountains,
«called the Sicrra Xabaleohol; the streams of which. collecting
themselves into two rivers, watered and fertilized the country.
“The city was built in the plain; but one part of it was pro-
tected by the rocky preeipices of the mountain, and by a
powerful citadel; th> other part v-as defended by massive
walls, studded with immense towers.# It had suburbs towards
the plain, imperfectly fortified by cartlen walls. In front of
these suburbs cxtended a tract of orchards and gardens,
;early a league in length, so thickly. planted as to resemble a
continued forest. Here every citizen, who could afford it,
had his little plantation, and his garden of fruit, and flowers,
and vegetables ; waterced by canals and rivulets, and domi-
nated by a small tower, jo scrve for recreation or defence.
This wilderncss of groves and gardens, intersected in all parts
by canals and runs of water, and studded by above a thousand
small towers, formed s kind of protection to this side of the
city ; rendering all approach extremely difficult and per-
plexed, and affording covert to the defenders.

‘While the Christian srmy had been detained before the
fronticr posts, the city of Baza ‘nad been u scene of hurried
and unremitting preparation.  Alf the grain of the surround-
ing valley, though yet unripe, was huastily rcaped, and*borne
into the city, to prevent it from yielding sustenance to the
enemy. The country was drained of all its supplies. Flocks
and herds werc driven. bleating and bellowing, into the

ates. Long trains of" beasts of burden, some laden with
ood, others with lances; darts, and arms of all kinds, kept
ouring into the place. Alrcady there were munitions col-
Tected sufficient: for a siege of fifteen months; yet still the
eager and hasty Ppreparations were going on, when the army
of Ferdinand camg in sight. On ome side might be seen
scattered parties of foot ana horse, spurring to the gates ;
and muleteers, hurrying forward their burdened animals ; all
anxious to get under shelter before the gathering storm. On
the other gide, tite clowd of war came sweeping down the
" valley; the roll of drum, or clang of trumpet, resounding
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occasionally from its deep bosom, or the bright glance of
of arms flashing forth like vivid lightning from its columns.
King Ferdinand pitched his tents in the valley, beyond the

en labyrinth of gardens. He sent his heralds to summon,
the city to surrender, prontising the most favourable terms,
in case of immediate compliance ; and, avowing, in the most
golemn terms, his resolutien, never to abandon the siege, untxl
he had posscssiongof thesplace.

Upon recewmo- this sumiflons, the Moorish cohnna,nders
held a council of war. The prince Cidi Yahye, indignant at
tRe menace of the kind was for retorting by a declaration,
that ghe garrison neyel would surrender, but would fight
until buried under thd ruins of the walls. ‘¢ Of what avail,”
said the veteran Mdhammed, * is a decleration of the kind,
which we may falsify by our deeds? Let us threaten whaf
we know we can perform ; 3 and let us endeavour to perform
more than we threaten.” In oouform;ty to the advice of
Mohammed ben 1lassan, thercfore,’s laconie reply was sent
to the Christian monarch, thanking Lim for his offer of favour-
able tegms, but informing him, that they avere placed in the
city to defend, not to surrender it.

CHATTER LXX.

‘WHEN the reply of the Moorisl» commanders was brought
to King Ferdinand, he prep#red to press the siege with the
utmost rigour. ]“mdmg e camp too far from the cit, y, and
that the intervening orvhards afforded shelter for the sallies of
the Moors, he d(.tclmm( »d to advance it beyond the gardens,
in the space between them and the suburbs, where his bat-
teries would have full play upon the city walls. A detach-
ment was sent in advance, to take pbssession of the gardens,
and to keep a check upon the subfirbs, opposing any sally,
while the encampment should be formed and fortified. The
various commanders entered the archards gt different points,
The young cavaliers marched fearlessly forward, but the expe-
rienced vetcrans forgsaw infinite peril®in the mazes of this
verdant labyrinth. The masfr of Santago, as he led his
troops into the centre of the gardens, exhorted them to keep
by onc another, and to press forward, in_dcfiance of all diffi-
culty or danger; assuring them, ¢hat God would give them
the victory, if they attacked ha.rdxly and persistéd resotutely,
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Scarccly had they entered the verge of the orchards, when
a din of drums and trumpets, mingled with war cries, were
heard from the suburbs, and a legion of Moorish warriors on
ot poured forth. They were led on by the Prinee Cidi
Yahye. <He saw the imminent danger of the eity, should the
Christians gain possession of the orchards. ¢ Soldiers,” he
oried, we fight for life and libesty, for our families, our
chuntry, our religion® : nothing is left for us to depend upon
but the strength of our hands, the courage of our hearts, and
the almighty protection of Allah!”  The Moors answered
him with shouts of war, and rushedto the encounter. The
two hosts met in the middle of the garuems. A chanece medley
combat cnsucd, with lances, arquebises, cross-bows, and
cimeters.» The perpiexed nature of the ground, cut up and
iatersected by canals and streams, the closeness of the “trees,
the multiplicity of towers and petty cdifices, gave greater
advantages to the Moors, who were on foot, than to the
Christians, who were on‘horscback. The Moors, too, knew
the ground, all its alleys and passes, and were thus enabled
to lurk, to sally fouth, to attack and retreat, almost without
injuary.

The Christian commanders, secing this, ordered many of
the horsemen to dismount, and fight on foot. The battle
then became fieree and deadly, cach disregarding his own
life, provided he could slay: his cnemy. It was not so much
a general battle, as a multituddof petty actions; for every
orchard and garden had its distinet contest.  No one could
sce farther than the little seene of fury and bloodshed around
him, or knew how the general battle fared.  In vain the cap-
tains exerted taeir voices; in vain the trumpets brayed forth
signals and commands: all was confounded and unheard in
the universal din and uprbar; mno one kept to his standard,
but fought as his own fury or fear dictated. .

In some pluces the Christians had the advantage, in others
the Moors. Ofym a victerious party, pursuing the van-
quished, came upon a superior and triumphant force of the
enemy, and the fugitives turned back wpon them in an over-
whelming wave.  Spme broken remnants, in their terror and
confusion, fled from their own countrymen, and sought refuge
among their cnemics, not knowing friend from, foc in the

* ol [Mayri] pro fortunis, pro libertate, pro laribus patriciis, pro
vitd demque certabant."—Petri Martyr. Epist. 70.
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obscurity of the groves. The Moors were morc adroit in
these wild skirmishes, from their flexibility, lightness, and
agility, and the rapidity with which they would disperse,
zally, and return again to the charge.®
® The hardest fighting was about the small garden towgrs®
and pavilions, which served as so many pelty foftresses.
Each party by turns gained them, defended them fiercclyy
and were driven out. Mahy of the towers were set on fire,
and increased the horrors of, the fight, by the wgeaths os
smoke and flame in which they wrapped the groves, and by
the shricks of those who gvere burning. .

Several of the Christi'ﬂg cavalicrs, bewildered by the uproar
and confusion, and shpcked at the carnage which prevailed,
would have led their men out of the action; but they
were entangled in a labyrinth, and knew not which® way to
retreat.  While in this perplexity, the standard-bearer of ones
of the squadrons of the grand cardinal had his arm earried off
by a cannon ball : the standard was well#vigh falling into the
hands of the cnemy, when Rodrigo de Mendoza, an intrepid
youth, natural son of the grand cardnal, rushed to its rescue,
througlfa shower of balls, lances, and arrdws ; and, bearing
it aloft, dashed forward with it into the hottest of the dom-
bat, followed by his shouting soldiers. King Ferdinand, who
remgined in the skirts of the orchard, was in extreme anxicty.
1t was impossible to sce much of the action, for the multi-
plicity of trees, and towers, gad wreaths of smoke ; and those
who were driven out defeated, or came out wounded and
exhausted, gave different accounts, according to the fate of
the partinl conflicts in which they had been engaged.  Ferdi-
nand exerted himself to the utmost, to animate and ‘encourage
his troops to this blihd cncounter, sending réinforcements of
horse and foot to those points where ghe battle was more san~
guinary and doubtful. Aieng thosp that were brought forth
mortally wounded was Don Juan dc Lara, a youth of un-
common merit, greatly prized by the king, beloved by the
army, and recently married to Donna CatXina de Urrea, &
young lady of distinguished beauty.} ol'hey laid him at the
foot of a tree, and cendeavoured to stauneh and bind up his
wounds with a scarf which his bride hud wrought for him :
but his life hlood flowed tog profusely ; and while a holy friar

* Mariana, lib. xxv..cap. 13,
* Mariana. P. Martyr. Zaurita.
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et administering to him the last sacred offices of the
churc , he expired, almost at the feet of his sovereign.

On the other hand, the veteran alcayde, Mohammed ben
Hassan, surrounded by a little band of chieftains, kept an
ankious eye upon the sccne of coinbat, from the walls of the
aity. For ncarly twelve hours the battle had raged without
intermission. The thickness of the foliage hid all the parti-
eulars from their sight; but they could see the flash of
swords, and glance of helmets, among the trees. Columns of
smoke rose in every direction, while the clash of arms, the
thundering of ribadoquines and arducbuscs, the shouts and
cries of the combatants, and the grois and supplications of
the wounded, bespoke the deadly conﬂltt that was waging in
the boscm of the groves. They were harassed too by the
shrieks and lamentations of the Moorish women and ehil-
dren, as their wi ounded relatives were br ought blecding from
the scene of action, -wd were stunned by a gencral outcry of
woe, on the part of the combatants, as the body of Redoun
Zalfarga, a renegade Christian, and one of the bravest of their
gencrals, was borne breathless into the city.

At length the din of battle aproached nearer to the skirts
of the orchards. They beheld their warriors driven out from
among the groves by fresh squadrons of the cnemy ; and,
after disputing the ground inch by inch, obliged to retire to a
place between the orchard: and the suburbs, “which was forti-
fied with palisadoes. o

The Christians immediately planted opposing palisa-
does, and cstablished strong outposts mnear to the réetreat
of the Moors; while, at the same time, King Ferdinand
ordered that this encampment should be pitched within the
hard won orchards.

Mohammed ben Hassan sallied forth to the aid of the
Prince Cidi Yahye, and miade a desperate attempt tc dislodge
the enemy from this formidable position ; but the night had
uowd and the darkness rendered it impossible to make any
impression. The Moors, however, kept up constant assaults
and alarms throughout the night, and«the weary Christians,
exhausted by the toils and suﬂermgs of the day, were not
allowed 2 moment of repose.*

* Pulgar, part iii. cap. 106. 107. UCura de los PTalacios, cap. 92.
Zurita, lib, xx. cap. 81.¢
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CHAPTER LXXI.

TaE morning sun rose upon a piteous sccne before the
. walls of Baza. The Christian outposts, harrassed throughout.

the night, were pale and Baggard ; while the multstude “of
slain which lay before their palisadoes showed the fierce
attacks they had sustaimed, and the bravery of their
defence. . . .

Beyond them lay the grovds and gardens of Bfza, once
the favourite resorts for recreation and delight, now a scgne
of'horror and desolatiod  The towers and pavilions were
smoking ruins; the cardls and watercourses were discoloured
with blood, and chokell with the bodies of the slain.  Here
and therc the ground, deep dinted with the tramp of snan and
steed, and plashed and slippery with gore, showed where there,
had been sme fierce and mortal conflict ; while the bodies of
Moors and Christians, ghastly in death lay half concealed
among the matted and trampled shtubs, and flowers, and
herbage. .

Amidst the sanguinary scenes arose the Christian tents,
which had been hastily pitched among the gardens in the
preceding ewening.  The experience of the night, however,
and the forlorn aspect of everything in the morning, con-
vineed King Ferdinand of the perils and hardships to which
his camp must be exposed in its prrsent situation ; and, after
a consultation with his prificipal cavaliers, he resolved to
abandon the orchards, °

It Was a dangerous mevement to extricate bis army from so
entangled a situation in the face of so alert and daring an
enemy. A bold fraut was, therefore, kept up® towards the
city. Additional troops were ordered to the advanced posts,
and works begun, as if for g settled ¢hcampment. Not a tent
was struok in the gardens, but in®the meantimc the most
active and unremitting exertions were made to remove back
all the baggage and furniture of »the camp to the original
station. :

All day the Moors beheld a formidable show of war main-
tained in front of the gardens, While in the rear, the tops of
the Christian tents, and the pennons of the different com-
manders, wtre scen rising above the groves. Suddenly,
towards evening, the tents sunk and disappeared ; the outposts
broke up their stations and withdrew ; an(f the *whole
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" shadow of an cneampment was fast vanishing from their
cyes.

The Moor saw, too latc, the subtle manccuvre of King Fer(h- '
nand. Cidi Yahye agnin sallied forth, with a large force of horse -

and foot, and pressed furiously npon the Christians. The latter, .

however, experienced in Moorish attack, retired in close
order ; sometimes turning upon the cnemy, and driving them
to their barricadoes, and then pursuirg their retreat. In this
way the atmy was cxtricated, without much further loss, from
the perilous labyrinth of the gardens. The camp was now
outof danger, but it was, also, too djstant from the city to Go
mischief, w lulo the Moors could sallyvarth and return w1thout
hinderance. The king called a council ©f war, to consider in

what manner to proccod The Marquis of Cadiz was for

abandoning the sicge for the present; the place being too
stlontr too well gar risoncd and provided, and too extcnsive, to
be either carried bv assault, and reduced by famine, or

invested by their limited forces; while, in lingering before it,
the army would be exposed to the usual maladics and suffer-
ings of besicging enemics’; and, when the rainy season came
on, would be shut up by the swelling of the two rivers. He
recommended, instead, that the king should threw garrisons

of horse and foot iuto all the towns captured in the neigh- .

bourhood, and leave them to kecp up a predatory war upon
Ba/a, while he should overrun and ravage all the country ; so

at, in the following year, Aln.oria and Guadix, having all
their subject towns and territories taken from them, ulwllt be
starved into submission. .

Don Guticre de Carncdas, senior commander of Lara, on
"the other hand, maintained that to abandon the sicge would
be construed b) the enemy into a sign of weakness and irre-

folution. It would give  new spirits to the partisans of El-

Zagal, and would gain to<his standard many of the wavering
sub]wts of Boabdll if it did not encourage the fickle populaco

¥ Granada to oren rebellions 1e advised, therefore, that

the siege should be prosecuted with vigour.
The pride of Fefdinand pleaded ip favour of the last
opinion, for 1t would be doubly humiliating again to return

from a campaign in this part of the Moovish lun'rdom without -

striking a blow.  But when he reflected on all tlat his army

had suﬂ'ered and on all that they must still suifer should the .

siege vontimte, especially from the difficulty of obtaining a
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regular supply of provisions for so numerous a host across a

great extent of rugged and mountainous country, he: deter-

mined to Gonsult the sufety of his péople, and to adopt the
, advice of the Marquis of Cadiz.

“*When the soldiery heard ¢hat the king was about {o raise °

the siege, in mere consideration for their sufferings, they were |
filled with generous enthugiasm, and entreated, as with one,

voice, that the siegg might never be abandoned until the city

A ]

surrendered. . .
Perplexed by conflicting councils, the king despatched
messengers to the quecn\) at Juen, requesting her advide.
Posts had been stationed fbetween them in such manner that,
missives from the camp could rcach the queen within ten
hours. Isabella sent instantly her reply.  She left the policy
of raising or continuing the siege to the decision of the king

and his captains ; but, should they detefmine to persevere, |

she pledged herself, with the aid of God, to forward them

. . et 1 . .
men, money, provisions, and all other supplics, until the city
should be taken.

The reply of the queen determined Ferdingnd to persevere;
and when his determination was made known to the army, it
was hailed with as much joy as if it had been tidings of a
victory. :

—

CHAPTFR LXXIL

TueeMoorish prince, Cigi Yahye, had received intelligence of
the doubts and discussions in the Christian cang, and flattered
himself with hopes that the besicging army woulgl soon retire
in despair, though the veteran aleayde, Mohammed, shoolk his
head with incredulity at the suggestiom. A sudden movement
next morning in the Chrisfiin camp scemed to confirm the
sauguine hopes of the prince. The tents were struck, the

artillery and baggage were conveyed gway, and bodics of soldiessm

began to march along the valley. The momentary gleam
of triumph was soon digpelled. The Cathelic king had merely
divided his host into two cammps, the more effectually to
distress the city. One, consisting of foor thousand horse and
eight thousanl foot, with all fhe artillery and battering engines,
took post on the side of the city towards the mountain, This
was commanded by the Valiant Marquis of Cadizs with whom
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were Don Alonzo de Aguilar, Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero,
and many other distinguished cavaliers.
The other camp was commanded by the king, Having six
. thousand horse, and a great host of foot soldiers, the hardy
mountaineers of Biscay, Guipuseda, Gallicia. and the Asturias.
Among thé cavaliers who were with the king were the brave
Count de Tendilla, Don Rodrigo de Mendoza, and Don Alonzo
«de Curdenas, master of Sanfiago. Fhe twe camps were wide
asunder,“on opposite sides of the eity, find between them
lay the thick wilderness of orchards. Both camps were,
therefore, fortified by great trench¢s, breast-works, and pali.
sadocs. The veteran Mohummed, ali.he saw thesc two formi-
dable camps glittering on each side of the city, and noted the
well-knpwn pennens of remowned commanders fluttering
, above them, still comforted his companions. * These camps,”
said he, “are too far removed from cach othercfor mutual
succonr and cc-opgration; and the forest of orchards is as a
gulf between them.” ‘This consolation was but of short con-
tinuance.  Scarcely were the Christian camps fortified, when
the ears of the Moorish garrison were startled by the sound
of innumerable axes, and the erash of falling trees. They
looked with anxiefy from their highest towers, and behold,
their favourite groves were sinking bencath the blows of the
Christian pioncers!  The Moors sallied forth with fiery zeal
to protect their beloved gardens and the orchards in which
they so much delighted. ~ The hristians, however, were too
well supported to be driven from their work.  Day after day
the gardens became the scene of inecssant and bloody skir-
mishings.  Still the devastation of the groves went on, for
King Ferdingud was too well aware of the necessity of clearing
away this screen of woods not to bend all his forces to the
undertaking. It was # work, however, of gigantic toil and
paticnce. The trees were of such magnitude, and so closely
sct together. and spread over so wide an extent, that, notwith-
~ftinding four thopsand men were employed, they could seareely
clear a strip of land ten paces broad within a day: and such
were the interruptions from the ingessant assaults of the
Moors, that it wag' full forty days before the orchards were
completely levelled.
The devoted city of Baza now day stripped oft its beautiful
covering of groves and gardens, at once its ornament, its
delight, and* its protection.. The besiegers went on slowly
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‘anid surely, with almost incredible labours, to invest and
isolate the city. They connected their camps by a deep
trench across the plain, a league in length, into which they

ydiverted the waters of the mountain streams. They protected |
“fhis trench by palisadoes, fortified by fifteen castles, at regulér
distances. They dug a deep trench also, two Meagues in,
length, across the mountain, in the rear of the city, reaching,
from camp to camp, and fortified it on each side with walls ofe
earth and stone, and wood. "Thus the Moors were enclosed on all
sides by trenches, palisadoes, walls, and castles; so that it was
imypossible for them to say beyond this great line of circuth-
vallation, nor could any, force enter to their succour. Fer-
dinand made an attempt likewise to cut off the supply of
water from the city; “for water,” observes the <worthy
Agupida, *is more nccessary to these infidels than bread; as
they makeaise of it in repeated daily aBlutions, enjoined by
their damnable religion, and employ it_jn baths, and in a
thousand other idle and extravagant® modes, of which we
Spaniards and Christians make but little account.”

There was a noble fountain of pire water, which gushed
out at the foot of the hill Albobacin, just behind the city.
The Moors hgd almost a superstitious fondness for this foun-
tain, and daily depended upon it for their supplies. Receiving
intimation from some deserters of the plan of King Ferdinand
to get possession of this precious fountain, they sallied forth '
at night, and threw up suche powciful works upon the im-
pending hill, as to set all atfempts of the Christian assailants
at defiance. A .

CHAPTER LXXIIIL.

THE siege of Baza, while it displaped the skill and science
of the Chyistian commanders, gaveebut little scope for the
adventurous spirit and fiery valour of the young Spanish
cavaliers. They repined at the tgdious mguotony and deit~
security of their fortificd camp; and longed for some soul-
stirring exploit of difficulty and danger. Two of the most
spirited of these youthful cavakers were Francisco de Bazan -
and Antonio de Cueva, the latter of whom was son to the
Duke of Albwquerque. As fhey were one day scated on the
ramparts of the camp, and venting their. impatience at this
life of inaction, they were overhcard by a veteran adalid, one
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of those scouts, or guides, who arc acquainted with all parts
of the country. * Scfiores,” said he, *“if you wish for a
service of peril and profit; if you are willing to pluck the
. fiery old Moor by the beard; I can lead you to where you,
may put your mettle to the proof. Ilard by the eity or
« Guadix afe certain hamlets, rich in booty: I can conduct you
+ by a way in which you may come upon them :by surprise;
« and, if you arc as cool in the head &s you are hot in the spur,
ou may bear off your spoils {rom under the very cyes of old
El Zagal.” 'The idea of thus making booty at the very gates
of Guadix pleased the hot spiritedt youths. These predatory
excursions were frequent about this time; and the Moors of
Padul, Alhenden, and other towns of the Alpuxarras, had
recently harassed«the Christian territorics by expeditions of
the kind. Francisco de Bazan and Antonio de Cueva soon
found other young cavaliers of their age ready #o join them
in the adventure; ,and, in a little while, they had nearly three
hundred horse and tlo hundred foot, ready cquipped, and
eager for the foray.

Keeping their destination secret, they sallied out of the
camp, on the cdge of an evening, and, guided by their adalid,
made their way by starlight through the most secret roads of
the mountains. In this way they pressed on rapidly day and
night, until, early one morning before cock erowing, they fell
suddenly upon the hamlets, made prisoncers of the inhabitants,
sacked the houses, ravaged thw ficlds, and, sweeping through
the meadows, gathered togethdr all the flocks and herds.
‘Without giving themselves time to rest, they set out upon
their return, making with all speed for the mountains, before
the alarm #1ould be given, and the country roused.

Several of the herdsmen, however, had fled to Guadix, and
carried tidings of the lavage to El Zagal. The beard of old
Muley trembled with vage. He immediately sent. out six
hundred of his choicest horse and foot, with orders to reeover

“"The booty, and o bring thosc ‘insolent marauders captive to
Gaudix.

The Christian cavaliers werc urging their cavalgada of
cattle and sheep up a mountain as fast as their own weariness
would permit; when, looking back, they beheld a great cloud
of dust, and presently deseried.the turbaned siosthot upan
their traces. «

They saw that the Moors were superior in number; they

€
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were fresh also, both man and steed: whereas both they and

their horses were fatigued by two days and two nights of

hard marching. Scveral of the horsemen, therefore, gathered

Gound the commanders, and proposed that they should relin-
Quish their spoil, and save themselves by flight. 'The captais,”
Francisco de Bazan and Antonio de Cueva, spurned at such
craven counscl. “What!” cried they, “abandon our prey
without striking g blowh *Leave our foot so]dlcrs, too, in the

- lurch, to be overwhelmed bysthe enemy? If anyeone gives
such (.ounsel through fearhe mistakes the course of safety;
for there is less dmwer iy presenting a bold “front to the 1be,
than in turning a dast'n;r‘ back; and fewer men are killed in
a brave advance than in a cowardly retreat.”

Some of the cavaliers were touched Ry these wqrds, and
declared that they would stand by the foot soldicrs, like true
companions in drms. The great mass of* the party, however,*
were volunteers, brought togothu by dnnce, who reeeived
no pay, nor had any common tic, to %&p them together in
time of danger. The pleasure of the expedition bung over,
each thought but of his own safety, regagdless of his com-
panions “As the encmy approached, the tunult of opinions
increased; and cverything was confusiof. The captains, to
put an end to the dispute, ordered the standard-bearer to ad-
vance againstthe Moors; well knowing that no true cavalier
would hcsgtutc 1o follow and defend lis b'muu The standard-
bearer hesitated; the troopsewere tn the point of taking to
flight. Upon this, a cavdflior of the royal guards, named
Hernondo Perez del Pulgar, aleayde of the fortress of Salar,
rode to the front. He took off a handkerehief which he wore
round his head, after, the Andalusian iaahlou, angd tying it to
the end of his lfmcc, clevated it in the air. ¢ Cavaliers,”
eried he, “why do you t'1ke weapoms in your hands, if you
depend upon your feet fot ‘safety?s This day will determino
who is the brave man and who the coward. Ile who is
disposcd to fight shall not want ,a standagd; lethim folyw=
this handkerchief!” 8o saying, he waved his banner, and
spurred Dravely agaigst the Moors.  Mis example shamed
some. and filled others with gererous emlation. All turneds
with one accord, and, follownw the valiant Pulgar, rushed
with shouts fpon the enemy.

The Moors scarcely waited to wcceive "the shock of their
encounter. Seized with a sudden pinic, they ook tosflight,
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and were pursucd for a great distance, with great slaughter.
Three hundred of their dead strewed the road, and were
stripped and despoiled by the conquerors; many were taken
prisoners; and the Christian cavaliers returned in triumph
“to the gamp, with a long cavaleade of sheep and cattle, artu
mules laden with booty, and bearing before them the singular

:stnndnl:d which had conducted them to vietory.
e When King Ferdinand was informed of the gallant action
of Hernendo Perez del Pulgar, he immediately conferred on
him the honour of knighthood; wnd ordered that, in memory
of-his achieveménts, he should bejr for arms a lance with a
handkerchief, together with a castle, and twelve lions. This
is but one of many hardy and heroic deeds done by that brave
cavalicr, in the wyrs against the Moors; by which he gained
at renown, and the distinguished appellation of * El de las

-

azailas,” or, * he of the exploits.” * -

CHAPTER LXXTV.

Tuw old Moorish king, Tl Zagal, mounted a tower, and
looked out eagerly, to cnjoy the sight of the Christian
marauders brought captive into the gates of Buaza; but his
spirits fell when he beheld his owu troops stealing back in
tfle dusk of the evening, in broken dejected pasties.

The fortune of war borc hard against the old monarch.
His mind was harassed by the djsastrous tidings brought cach
day from Baza, of the sufferings. of the inhabitants, and the
numbers of the garrison slain in the frequent skirmishes.
He dared not go in person to the relief of the place, for his
presence wag necessary in Guadix, to keep a check upon his
nephew in Granada. lHe made cfforts to send reinforcements
and supplies; but they ewere intercepted, and either captured
or driven back. Still Ris situition was, in some respects,
preferable to that of his nephew Boabdil.  ‘The old monarch

«%72s battling like a warrior on the last step of his thronc.
El" Chiquito. rerhained, a' kind of pensioned vassal, in the
luxurious abode of the Alhambra. The chivalrous part of the

. in@‘kitﬁnts of Grasada could not but compare the generous

‘Hernando del Pulgar, the historian, sceretary to the Queen Isabella,
iéMonfounded with this cavalier by some writers. Ile Was aleo present
at the siege of Baza, and reccanted this transaction in his Chronicle of
the Catholic Sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabella,
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stand made by the warriors of Baza for their country and
theit faith, with their own time-scrving submission to the
yokc of ‘an unbelicver. Every account they received ot the
ars of Baza wrung their hearts with agony; every accopng
of the exploits of its devéted defenders brought blushes to
their cheeks. Many stole forth secretly with their weapons,
and hasterted to join the, besieged; and the partisans of Fi
Zagal wrought upon the patriotism and passions of the
remainder, until another of those conspiracies wds formed,
that were continually picnacing the unsteady throne, of
Gtanada. Tt was concerted by the conspirators to assail the
Alhagbra 6n a sudden, & slay Boabdil, to assemble all the
troops, and march to Guadix; where, being reinforced by the
rrison of that place, and led on by the odd warrior monarh,
they might fall, with overwhelming power, upon the Christian,
army befose Baza. ’ -

Fortunately for Boabdil, he (liscnv‘gpfl the conspiracy in
time, and had the heads of the leaders struck off, and placed
upon the walls of the Alhambra: an act of scverity, unusual
with this mild and wavering monarch, which struck terrar
into the disaffeeted, and produced a kind of mute tranquillity
throughout she city. .

King Ferdinand had full information of all these move-
ments and mdasurces for the relicf of Baza, and took timely
precautions to preventi them. Bodices of horsemen held watch
in the mountain passes, to grevent all supplics, and to intar-
cept any gencrous volunteers from Granada; and watch-
towerg were erected, orescouts placed, on any commanding
height, to give the alarm, at the least sign of a hostite
turban. . .o ‘,

The Prince Cidi Yahye and his brave companions in arnis
were thus gradually walled,up, as it were, from the rest-of
the worlds A line of towers, the bafllements of which bristiéd
with troops, girdled their city; and behind the intervening
bulwarks and palisadoes passed and repasseal contihual botles ™
of troops. Week after week, and month after month, ghidefl
away; but Ferdinandewaited in vain for the garrison t& be
either terrified or starved intd surrendet, Every day they™
sallied forth with the spirit and alaerity of troops high: fed,
and flushed %ith confidencey ** The Christian monareh,” :daiil
the veteran Mohammed ben Hassah, “ builds his hopes
our growing faint and desponding: wec must manifest dnostal

. T
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cheorfulness- and vigour. What would be rashness in other
service, becomes prudence with us.”  The Prince Cidi Yahye
agreed with him in opinien; -and sallied forth, *with his
.:t:roops, upon all kinds of hare-rained. exploits. They laid
ambuslies, concerted surprises. ahd made the most desperate
essaults. The great extent of the Christian works rendered
them weak in many parts. Against these the Mours directed
‘their attacks; suddenly breaking imto them, making a hasty
ravage, and bczmn«r off their boot\ , in triumph, to the.city.
Bometimes they w. ould sally forth. "y by the passes and cleftsof
the mountain in the rear of the cit¥, which it was difficult‘to
guard: and, hurrying down into ‘Eb._ plain, woull sweep off
all cattle and sheep that were grazing near the suburbs, and
all stragglers from <he camp.
# These partisan sallies bronght on many sharp and bloody
encounters; in some of wlnch Don Alonzo de Aguilar and
the alcayde de los Donzeles distinguished themselves greatly.
During one of these hot skirmishes, which happened on ‘the
slirts of the mountain, about twilight, a valiant cavalier,
named Martin Gulmdo, belield a powclful Moor, dealing
deudly blows about him, and making great havoe among the
Christians. Galindo pressed for ward and challonged him to
single combat. The Moor, who was of the valiant tribe -of
‘the Abencerrages, was not slow in answering the call.
«Couching their l:mceq they rushed fariously upon “oach other.
‘At the first shock, the Moor wos wounded in the face, and
Jorne out of his saddle. Beforé Galindo could check his
‘stevd, and turn from -his carcer, the Moor sprang upon his
feet, r(-coveled his lance, und, 1ushmg upon him, wounded
him in the‘head and the arm. Though Galindo was on
‘horseback, and the Moor on foot, yet such was the prowess
and address of the ltfer, that, the Christian knight, being
‘digabled in the arm, wad in the utmost peril, when his com-
m.des hastencd to his assistance. At their approach, the
ant paan reteated slowly up the rocks, kecping them at
bay, untll he found lnmsclf among his companions.
«i Several of the voung ﬁ'uush cavalicrs, stung by the
" riumph of this Meslem knight would have challenged others
oftthe Moors to single combqt' but King Ferdinand pro-
‘hibited all vaunting encounters of the kind. He forbade his
troops, also, to provokc ‘skirmishes; well knowing that the
‘Meor§ were more dexterous than most people in this irre-
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gular mode of fighting, and weie better acquainted with the
ground. | : . (

Pp—————— v

CHAPTER LXXYV.

“WnrLe the holy Christian army,” says Fray Antonie
Agupida, ¢ was thus beleaguering this infidel city of Baz,
there rode into thg camyp, oue day, two reverend friars of the
order of Saint Francis. Oné was of' portly person} and au-
thoritative air.  1le best‘rmle a goodly steed, well conditioned,
and well caparisoned; wyile his companion rode behind hum,

upbn g humble haek, ly accoutred; and, as he rode, he
searcely raised his eyes from the ground, but maintained 2
meck and lowly air. "

-8

The arrival of two friars in the camp was not a matter of,
much notws; for. in these holy wars, the ‘church militant con-
tinually mingled in the affray, and hglmet and cowl were
always seen together; but it was sool discovered, that these
worthy suints errant were from a far country, and onm &
mission of great import. They were, in teutlt, just arrived
from th Iloly Land; being two of the syintly men, who kept
vigil over the sepulchre of our blessed Lord at Jerusalem.
He, of the tall and portly form, and commanding presence,
was Fray Antonio Millan, prior of the Franciscan convent in
the lloly,City. He had a full and florid countenance, a.
sonorous vuice, and was round, afd swelling, and copious, in
his periods, like one acelistomed  to. harangue, and to be
listened to with deferemce. 1lis companion. was small and
spare in form, pale of visage, and roft, and silken,.and almost-
whispering in specch. * He had a humble and lowly way,”
says Agapida; ** evermore bowing the head, as became one
of his ealling. Yet he wag one of the most active, zealous,
and effecfive brothers of conwtnt; and, when he raised
his small black eye from the carth, there was a keen glange
out of the corner, which showed, that, theugh lerimess as'a
dove, he was, nevertheless, as wisc as a scrpent.”

These holy men had come, on a mom&ntous embassy, from
the Grand Soldan of ligypt; br, as Agffpidu. terms bim, in”
the language of the day, the Soldan of Babylon. The league,
which had Been made betgeen that potentate and, his ayeh
foe, the Grand Turk, Bajazet ILs to unite in arms for the
salvation of Granadd, as has been mentioned in a plevious

. . T2
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chapter of this chronicle, had come to nought. The infidcl
princes had again taken up arms against cach other, and had
rclapsed into their ancient hostility. Still the Grand Soldan,
es.iead of the whole Moslem sect, considered himself bound.
to presérve the kingdom of Granmada from the grasp of
Anbelievers. e despatehed, therefore, these two holy friars,
With lctters to the Castilian sovercisns, as well as tb the pope,
and to the King of Naples, remonsfrating. against the cvils
done to the Moors of the kingdom of Gravada, who were of
his faith and kindred: whereas, it Wos well known, that great
numbers of Christians were indulged and protected in Ae
full enjoyment of their property, thgiuvliberty. and their faith,
in his dominions. He insisted. therefore, that this war should
cease; that the Moths of Granada should be reinstated in the
territory of which they had been dispossessed.: otherwise, he
threatened to put to death all the Christians beneath his
sway, to demolish the’; convents and temples, and to destroy
the 1Toly Scpulehre.

This fearful menace had spread consternation among the
Christians of Palestine; and when the intrepid Fray Antonio
Millan and his lowly companion departed on their mission,
they were accompanied far from the gates of Jorusalem by
an anxious throng of brethren and diseiples, who remained
watching them with tearful eyes, as they journcyed over the
plains of Judca. .

These holy ambassadors were ‘teceived with great distine-
tion by King TFerdinand; for men of their cloth had cver
high honour and considerition in kis court. He had long
and frequent conversations with them, about the Holy Land;
the stalc of the Christian church in tke dominions of the
Grand Soldan, and of the policy and conduct of that arch
infidel towards it. The portly prisr of the Franciscan convent
'was full, and round, and’orato:Ital in his replics, and the

~king expressed himself much pleased with the eloquence of
his periodsT'but the politic monarch was observed to lend a
close and "attentive car to the whispering voice of the lowl
companion; “ whose discoursc,” adds Agapida, “thougg

- modest and low, was clear and fluent, and full of subtle
wisdom.”

These holy friars had visited Rome in their” jodrneying,
where they had delivered:the letter of the Soldan to the
sovereign pontiff. His holiness had written by them to the
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Castilian sovereigns, requesting to know what reply they had
to offer to this demand of the oriental potentate.

The King of Naples also wrotc to them on the subject, but
in wary terms. He inquired into the course of this war
with the Moors of Granadh, and cxpressed great marvel’at
its events; “asif” says Agapida, ** both were not notorious
throughoub all the Clristign world. Nay,” adds the worthy
friar, with becomyng indignation, “he uttercd opinions sae
vouring of little better than dumnable heresy; for he observed
that although. the Moorsvére of a ditfercnt seet, they ought
ud 1o be maltreated wighout just cause; and hinted, that,
if the, Castilian sovercigus did not suffer any erying injury
from the Moors, it would be improper to do anything which
wight draw great damage upon the Christians: as Jif, when
once the sword, of the fyith was drawn, it ought cver to be,
sheathed, wuntil this scum of heathenddm were utterly de-
stroyed, or driven from the land. DByt this monarch,” he
continues, ** was more kindly disposcd towards the infidels,
than was honest and lawful in a Christian prinec, and was at
that very time in league with the Soldany sgainst their
commou enemy, the Grand Turk.” .

"These pious sentiments of the truly Catholic Agapida are
echoed by Padre Mariana, “in his history ;% but the worthy
chrouicler, Padro Abarea, attributes the interference of the
King of Naples, not to lack of orthodoxy in religion, but to
an excess of worldly policw; he *being apprehensive, that,
should Ferdinand conquer he Moors of Granada, he might
have tame and means to assert a claim, of the house of Arragon
to the erown of Naples.

“ King Ferdinand,” continues the worthy €ather Pedro
Abarea, * was no less master of dissimulation than his
cousin of Naples; 'so he geplicd @ him with the utmost
suavity of .manner; going ifp a mihute and patient vindica-
tion of the war, and taking great apparent pains to inform
him of those things, which all the awvorld keew, kat-efwiich
the other pretended to be ignorant.”| At the same time, he
soothed his solicitude sbout the fate of the Christians in the
empire of the Grand Seldan ; Assuring him, that the greate
revenue extorted from them in rents and tributes, would be a
certain proteltion against the threatened violence.

S

* Mariana, lib. xx\;.. cap. 15. .
1 Abarca, Anales de A'ragon, rey. xxx, cap. 3.
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To the pope, he made the usual vindication of the war;

that it was for the recovery of ancient territory usurped by
the Moors, for the. punishinent of wars and violences in-
flicted upon the Christins; and, finally, that it was g
holy erusade, for the glory and advancement of the church.
» It was a truly edifying sight,” says Agapida, “tobehold
thesc friars, after they had had their audience of the king,
fnoving about the camp, always surrounded by nobles and
cavalicers ‘of high and martial rénown ; these were insatiable
in their guestions about the IIoly' Land, the state of the se-
pulchire of our Lord, and the suffécings of the devoted bye-
thren who guarded it, and the pidus pilgrims who resorted
there to pay their vows. 'The portly prior of the convent
would stand, withelofty and shining countenance, in the
,midst of these iron warriors, and declaim with resounding
cloquence on the history of the sepulchre ; but tke humble
brother “would cver qud anon sigh decply, and, in low toncs,
utter some tale of shcrings and outrage, at which his stecl
¢lad hearers would grasp the hilts of their swords, and mutter
between their cleached teeth prayers for another erusade.”

The pious friars, having finished their mission to the king,
and been treated with all due distinetion, took their leave,
and wended their way te Jaen,-to visit the most Catholic of
queens. * Isabella, whose heart was the scat of piety, re.
ceived them as sacred men, invested with more than human
dignity. During their residencecat Jaen, they were continu-
ally in the royal presence: the respectable prior of the con-
vent moved and melted the ladies.of the court by his florid
rhetoric ; but his lowly companion was observed to have con-
tinual accessito the royal car. ** That saintly and soft spoken
messenger,” says Agapida, < received the reward of his hu-
mility; for the queen, inoved by his frequent representations,
made in all modesty and dowlingss of spivit, granted a yearly
sum in perpetuity of one thousand ducats in gold for the
supporc Tinthe anonks "of the convents of the 1loly Se-
pulchre.” * .

. Mereover, on the departure of these holy ambassadors, the

* Y Reyna di6 6 1os frailes mil dueados de renta corda afio, para et
sustento de los religiosos del Santo Sepulero, que ¢s la mejor bimosna y
sustento que hasta nuestros dias haqueglado 4 estos religiosos de Jeru-
salem : para donde les di6 la rgyna un velo labrado por sus manoes, para

poner cncima ce la ganta sepultura del Sefior. Garibay, Comp. Hist.,
1ib. xviii. cap. 36,
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cxcellent and most Catholic .queen delivered to them a veil
devoutly embroidered with lLer own royal hands, to be placed
oycr the Holy Sepulehre. A precious and incstimable pre<
Jscat, which- called forth a most cloguent tribute of thapks
from the portly prior, but Which brought tears into the eyes o
his lowly compauion.# -

CIIAPTER LXXVI. .

‘ It has beén the custdm to laud the conduct and address of
Ring Ferdinand in thi\most avduous and protracted war ;
but the sage Agapida 7# more disposed to give eredit to the
councils and measures of the queen, who, he observes, though
less ostensible in action, was in truth 1h% very soul; the vital
prineiple, of this great enterprise.  While King Ferdinund
was bustling in his camp, and making a glittering display
with his gallant chivalry; she, surr Zmnded by ber saintly
counsellors, in the episcopal palace of Jacn, was devising
~itys and means to keep the king and his arnyy in existence,
She had pledged hersclf to provide a sdpply of men, and
money, and provisions, until the city should be taken; the
hardships of the sicge caused a fearful waste of life; but the
supply of men was the least difficult part of her undertaking.
So beloved was the queen by the chivalry of Spain, that on
her calling on them for assistancg, not a grandee or cavalier,
that yet lingered at homey but cither repaired in person or
sent forces to the camp; the ancient and warlike families
vied With each other, in® marshalling forth their vassals; and
thus the besicged Moors beheld cach dag fresh troops arriving
before their city, #nd new cnsigns and pennons displayed,
cmblazoned with arms well known tg the veteran warriors.

-,

. +* It is proper to mention thﬁr-gasult oPthis migsion of the two friars,
and which the worthy Agapida has neglected to rccord. At a subse-
%ucnt period, the Catholic sovereigns sent the distingujshededsisberian,

ictro Martyr of Angleria, as ambassador to the Grand Soldan. That
dble man made such representations as were pgriectly satisfactory to the
Oricntal potentate. He Rlso obtained from him, the remission of man
exactions and extortions herctofore® practised upon Christian pilgrims
visiting the Holy Scpuléhre, which, it is presumed, had been gently but
cogently dctdled to the monarch by the lowly friar. Pictro Martyr
wrote an account of his embass§ to the Grand Soldan; a work greatly
esteemed by the learned, and cbntaininty much curious jnformagion, It
is entitled * De Legatione BabilonicA.”
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! But the most arduous task was to keep up a regular
gupply of provisions. It was not the army alone that had
to be supported, but also the captured towns and their
gurgisons; for the whole country around them had been
tavaged,*and the conquerors werd in danger of starving in
the midst of the land they had desolated. To transport what
was daily required for such immense numbers was a gigantie
ufidertaking, i a country where there was ncither water
conveyanc, nor roads for carrihges. Lverything haduto be
borpe by beasts of burden, over rugged and broken paths of
the mountains, and through dangerows defiles, exposed to the
attacks and plunderings of the Moors

“the wary and calculating merchants, acenstomed to supply
the army, shrunk from cungaging, at their own risk, in so
hazardous an undertaking. The queen, therefore, hired
fourteen thousand bbasts of burden, and ordered all the
wheat and barley to e bought up in Andalusia, and in the
domains of the knights of Santiago and Calatrava. She dis-
tributed the administration of thesc supplies among able and
confidential prtsens.  Some were cmployed to colleet the
grain, others to take it to the mills, others to superintend
the grinding and dclivery, and others to convey 1t to the
camp. 'To cvery two hundred animals a muleteer was allotted,
to take charge of them on the route. Thus great lincs of
convoys werc in constant movement, traversing the mountains
to and fro, guarded by largé bodies of troops, to defend them
from bovering partics of the Moors. Not a single day’s
intermission was allowed; for the azmy depended upen the
constant arrival of these supplies for daily {ood. The grain,
when broughtt into the camp, was deposited in an immense
granary, and sold to the army at a fixed priee, which was never
cither raisad or lowered. .

Ineredible were the explnses #feurred in this business; but
the gueen had ghostly advisers, thoroughly versed in the art
of géttild ab the: resources of the country. Many worthy
{)relutes opened the deep purses of the church, and furnished

oans from the reventes of their diocees and convents ; and
“their pious contributions were' eventually rewarded by Pro-
vidence a hundred fold. Merchants and other wealthy indi-
viduals, confident of the punctual faith of the quctn, advanced
large sums on the security of heriword: many noble families
lent their plate without waiting to be asked. The quecn,
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also, sold certain annual rents in inheritance, at great sacri-
fices, assigning the revenues of towns and citics for the
payment. Finding all this insufficicnt to satisfy the enor-
mous cxpenditure, she sent her gold and plate, and all
**her jewcls, to the cities %f Valencia and Barcelone, where
they were pledged for a great amount of money; which was
immediately appropriated to keep up the supplics of the
army. . . : .
Thys, through the wonderful activity, judgment, and en-
terprise of this heroic ayd magnanimous woman, a great host,
oncamped in the heart c;i a warlike country, accessible only
over mountain roads, w8 maintained in continual abundance:
nor was it supplicd merely with the necessaries and comforts
of life. The powerful cscorts drew megpchants andsartificers
from all parts, to repair, as if in caravans, to this greag
military muarkct. In alittle while the ¢amp abounded with
tradesmen and artists of all kinds, to agminister to the luxury
and ostentation of the yonthful chivalry. Here might be
seen cunning artificers in steel, and accomplished armourers,
achieving those rare and sumptuous helme¢sr and cuirasses
richly “suilt, inlaid, and embossed, in. which the Spanish
cavalicrs dulighted; saddlers and harness-makers, and horse-
milliners also, whose tenté glittered with gorgcous housings
and caparsons. - The merchants spread forth their sumptuous
silks, cloths, broeades, fine linen, and tapestry. The tents of
the nobiliy were prodigally dedbrated with all kinds of the
richest siulls, and dazzled *the eye with their maguiticence :
nor ceuld the grave looks and grave speeches of King Ferdi-
nand vrevent bis youthful cavaliers from vyeing with cach
other in the splendpur of their dresses and ¢aprisons, on all

occasions of parade and cercimony.
[ ]

A, Py
CHAPTER LXXVIL

Wiine the Christian camp, thus gay and gowg owas;spiread
itself out like a holiday pageant-before the walls of Baza; while
a long Iine of beastseof burden, laden® with provisions and
luxuries, were seen descending® the valle};, from morning ti
night. and pouring into the camp a continued stream of
abundance, %the unfortunate garrison found their resourcos
rapidly wasting away, and¥amineslready began to pinch the
peacctul part of the community. ¢ ¢
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Cidi Yahye had acted with great spirit and valour, as long
as there was any prospect of success; but he began to lose
his usual fire and animation, and was observed to pace the
walls of Baza with a pensive air, casting many a wistful look
towards the Christion camp, and ‘sinking into profbund re-"
veries and cogitations. The veteran aleayde, Mohammed
Ben” Hassen, noticed these desponding moods, and endea-
véured to rally the spirits of the prinee. ““The rainy scason
is at hand;” would he ery: “the floods will soon pourydown
from the mountains; the rivers will qperflow their banks, and
inundage the valleys. The Christianeking already begins to
waver; he dare not linger, and encoynter such a scason, in a
plain cut up by canals and rivulets. ~ A single wintry storm
from ouranountains evould wash away his canvas city, and
gweep off those gay pavilions, like wreaths of snow before
the blast. ¢ .

The Prince Cidi Yghye took heart at these words, and
counted the days as they passed, until the stormy scason
should commence. As he watched the Christian camp, he
beheld it one fimreing in universal commotion. There was
an unusual sound of hammers in every part, as if some new
engines of war werce constructing. At length, to his astonish-
ment, the walls and roofs of houscs began to appear above
the bulwarks. In a little while there were above a thousand
edifices of wood and plaster erected, covered with tiles, taken
from the demolished towerd of the orchards, and bearing the
pennons of various commanders’and cavaliers; while the
common roldicry constructed huts of clay and branches of
trees, and thatched them with straw. ‘Thus, {o the dismay
of the Moord, within four days the light tents and gay pa-
vilions, which had whitened their hills and plains, passed
away like summer clotds; and the unsubstantial camp
assumed the solid appearance ofp city laid out into streets
and squarcs. In the eentre rose a large edifice, which over-
lookTidiye--v hole, and the royal standard of Arragon and
Castile, proudly floating above it, showed it to be the palace
of the king.* ) “

“ Ferdinand had taken the sulden resolution thus to turn his

‘camp into a city, partly to provide against the approaching

season, and partly to convince the. Moors of his ‘fixed deter-

mination to continue the stege. M their haste to crect their
’ “ ® Cura de los Palacios. Pulgar, &e.
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dwellings, however, the Spanish cavaliers had not properly
considered the nature of the climate. For the greater part of
the year there scarccly falls a drop of rain on the thirsty soil
vof Andalusia; the ramblas, or dry channcls of the torreats,
remain deep and arid gashes and clefts in the sides of the
mountaing. The perennial streams shrink up to mere threads
of water, which, tinkling down the bottoms of the decp bas-
rancag or ravine§, scarccly feed and keep alive the rivers of
the v';?llcys. < The river* ahnost lost in their wide and naked
hody, scem like thirsty rills, winding in serpentine mazes
through deserts of sand hn.d stones : and so shallow and tran-
quil ! their course, aso be forded in safety in almost every
art. One autumnal tempest of rain, however, chguges the
whole face of jnature. The clouds break in deluges among
the vast gongregation 6f mountains. Jhe ramblas are sud*
denly filled with raging floods, the tinkling rivulets swell to
thundering torrents, that come roarisg down from the moun-
tains, precipitating great masses of rocks in their carcer.  'The
late meandering river spreads over its oneg naked hed, lashes
its surfes against the banks, and rushes, like a wide and
foaming inyndation, through the valley.*

Scarcely bhad the Christians finished their slightly built
edifices ; whan an autunmnal tempest of the kind came scouring
from the mountains. The camp was immediately overflowed.
Many of the houses, undepminedby the floods or beaten by
the rain, crumbled away, %ind fell to the curth, hwying man
and heast beneath their ruins.  Several valuable lives were
lost, and great numbers of horses and other animals perished.
To add to the distress and confusion of the cymp, the daily
‘supply of provisions suddenly ccased ; for thé rain had broken
up the roads, and rendered the rivers impassable. A panic
seized upon the army, for 8; cessaion of a single day’s supply
produced a scarcity of breadind provender.  Fortunately, the
rain was but transient. The torrents rushed by, ard ceased 3
the rivers shrunk back again to their narrow channels; and
the convoys, that had,bcen detained upen their banks, arrived
safely in the camip. < . <

No sooner did Queen Isabella bear of *this interruption of
her supplicd, than, with her usual vigilance and activity, she
provided against its recurrfnce. She despatched six thousand
foot soldiers, under the command of expericneed officers, to
repair the roads, and to make causeways and bridges, for the
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distance of seven Spanish leagues. The troops, also, who had
been stationed in the mountains by the king, to guard the
defiles, made two paths, one for the convoys gaing to the
csxp, and the other for those retwrning, that they might not-
meet and impede each other. The cdifices, which had been
demolished by the late floods, were rebuilt in a firmer manner,
aid precautions were taken to protect the camp from future
inundatioys. -

-

L
' CHAPTER LXXVIIL,

‘Wrex King Ferdinand bcheld thy- ravage and confusion
produced by a single autumnal storm, and bethought him of
all the mhladies to which a besieging camp is exposed, in in-
clement scusons, he began to feel his compassion kindling for
the suffiring people of Baza, and an inclination to grant them
more favourable termss. Ile seut, therefore, several messages
to the uleayde, Mohammed ben Iassan, offering liberty of
person and sceurity of property for the inbabitants, and large
rewards for himstlf, if he would surrender the city. The
veteran Mohammed was not 1o be dazzled by the splendid
offers of the monarch.  Ile had reerived exaggerated accounts
of the damage done to the Christian camp by the late storm,
and of the sufferings and discontents of the army, in conse-
quence of the transient interruption of supplics. ~ IIe con-
sidered the overtures of Ferdinan® as proofs of the desperate
state of his affairs.  * A little more paticnce,” said the shrewd
old warrior, ““and we shall sce this cfowd of Christian locusts
driven away before the winter storms. When they once
turn their Dadks; it will be our lot to strike ; and, with the
help of Allah, the blow shall be decisive.”  Tle sent a firm,
though courteous, refusal o the Ciaristian monarch ; and, in
the meant'me, animated his con’ﬁmlions to sally forth, with
more_gpjrit than ever, to attack the Spanish outposts, and
those iabmu-xﬁg in the trehches. The consequence was a
daily occurrence of the most daring and bloody skinnishes,
that cost the lives of.many of the bravest and most adventurous
cavalicrs of cither army.

In onc of these sallics, near three hundred harse and two
thousand foot mounted the heights behind the city, 1o capture
the Christiang who were cmploydd upon the works. They
came by surprise upon a body of guards, esquires of the Count
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de Ureiia; killed some, put the rest to flight, and prsued
them down the mouutain, until they came in sight of a small
force untler the Count de Tendilla and Gonsalvo of Cordova.
The Moors came rushing down with such fury, that many of
#he men of the Count de Tendilla betook themselves to flight.
The brave count considered it less dangerous to fight than te
flee. Braging his buckler, therefore, and grasping his trusty
weapon, he stood his ggound with his accustomed prowess.
Gonsgdvo of Cordova ranged himself by his side ; ‘and, mar-
shalling thetroops which* remained with them, a valiant
fipnt was made to the Moors. ®

The infidels pressed them hard, and wecre gaining the ad-
vantafe, when Alonzo 8e Aguilar, hearing of the danger of
his brother Gonsalvo, flew to his assistayee, accompanied by
the Count of Ureiia and a body of their troops. A hot contest
cnsued, frgm cBSff to cliff and glen to glen.  The Moors were'
fewer in number; but they cxcelled jn the dexterity and
lightness requisite for these scrambung skirmishes. They
were at length driven from their vantage ground, and pur-
sued by Alonzo de Aguilar and his brothey “onsalvo to the,
very suburbs of the city ; leaving many of the bravest of their
men upon the field. ’

Such was one of innwuerable rough encounters, which
were daily taking place; in which many brave cavaliers were
slain, without any apparcut benefit to cither parly. The
Moors, notwithstanding repgated cefeats and losses, continued
10 sally forth daily with astbnishing spivitand vigour ; and the
obstingey of their defence spemed to inerease with their suflerings.

The Prince Cidi Yahye was cver foremost in these sallies;
but he grew daily more despairing of success. | 411 the money
in the military chest was expended, and there was no longer
whercwithal to pay the hired troops. Still the veteran Mo-
hammed ben Hassan underiyk to provide for this emergency.
Summoning the principal inhabitants, he represented the
necessity of some exertion and sacrifice on their j.art, . iubin~
tain the defence of the city. “ The énemy,” said he, * drcads
the approach of winter, and our persevérance drives him to
despair. A little longer, and he' will leave®you in quict enjoy-
ment of your towers and familics. But our troops mwust be
paid, to keef them in good heart.  Our moncy is exhausted,
and all our supplies arc cut,ff.  Ij is impossible to continue
our defence without your aid.”* ° .
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Upon this the citizeps consulted together; and they col-
lected all their vessels of gold and silver, and brought them to
Mohammed ben Hassan.  “Tuke these,” said they, * and,
coin, them, or sell them, or pledge them for money wherewith
td pay the troops.” The womon of Baza, also, were seizeds: -
with generous cmulation. * Shall we' deck ourselves with
gorgeous apparel,” said they, “ when our country is desolate,
apd its defenders in want of bread}” So they took their
collars, awl bracelets, and ank)ets, and other ornnmgnts of
goid, and all their jewels, and placed them in the hands of the
vettran aleayde. ¢ Take these spduls of our vamity,” sajd
they, “ and let them contribute to the defence of our homes
and familics. If Buza be dclivered wi need no jewgls tograge
our rejoicing ; and if Baza falls, of what avail are ornaments
to the captive?”
© By these contributjons was Mohanime( enabled to pay the
soldiery, and to carry on the defence of the city with unabated
spirit.  Tidings were $peedily conveyed to King Ferdinand of
this generous devotion on the part of the people of Baza, and
the hopes whigh the Moorish commanders gave them that the
Christian army would soon abandon the siege in despair,
“ They shall have a' convineing proof of the fallacy of such
hopes,”* said the politic monarch. -So he wrote forthwith to
Queen Isabella, praying her to come to the camp in state,
with all her train and retinue, and publicly to take up hex
residence there for the wirter. By these means 'the Moors
would be convineed of the settlet determination of the sove-
reigns to persist in the sicge until the city should surrender,
and he trusted they would be brought to speedy capitulation.

CHAPTER LXXIX.

MouaMMED BiEN TIASgAN s;%l‘-:ncoumgcd his companions
with hopes that the royal armfy would soon relihquish the
+ slogawathen they heard one day shouts of joy from the Chris-
tian camp, and thundering salvos of artillery. Word was
brought at'the same time, from the s¢ntinels on the watch-
«towers, that a Christian army was approaching down the
valley. Mohammeéd and his fellow commanders ascended one
of the highest towers of the walls, and beheld 2a truth a nu-
merous force in shining array deqzending the hills, and heard
the distant clangowr of thé trumpets and the faint swell of the
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triumphant music. As the host drew nearer, they deseried a
stately dame magnificently attired, whom'they soon discovered,
to be the'queen. She was riding on a mule, thé sumptuous
trappings of which were résplendent with gold, .and reached
*# the gronnd.  On her right hand rode het daughter, the
Princess Isabella, equally splendid in her array; on her left,,
the ‘venerable- grand cardinal 'of Spain. A noble train of ladics
and cavaliers folloyed hew together with pages and esquirese
and anwmerous guard of hidalgos of high rank, arraped in su-
perb armour.. When the veteran Mobammod ben Ilassan
beheld that this was the” Qucen Isabella arriving in state %o
take up her residence in the camp, his heart failed him. He
shook his head mournfully, and turning to his captains, * Ca-
valiers,” said he, ¢ the fate of Baza is decigled!”

‘The Moorigh commanders remained gazing with a mingled
feeling of gricf and admiration at this magnificent pageant, *
which foreboded the fall of their ecity. , Some of the troops
would have sallied forth in one of their desperate skirmishes
to attack the royal guard, but the Prince Cidi Yahye forbade
them ; nor would he allow any artillery to be-dlischarged, or
any mol8station or insult to be offered: for the character of
Tsabella was &cnerated even by the Mools, and most of the
commanders possessed that high and chivalrous cowrtesy
which belongs to heroic spirits, for they were among the
noblest and bravest cavaliers of the Moorish nation.

"The inhabitants of Baza, Jhen they learned that the Chris-
tian queen was approaching” the camp, cagerly sought cvery
eminence that could command a view of the plain, and every
battlement, and tower, and mosque, was covered with turbaned
heads gazing at the¢ glorious spectacle. The ebeheld King
Ferdinand issuc forth in royal state, attended by the Marquis
of Cadiz, the master of Santiago, the Duke of Alva, the Admiral
of Castile,,and many other Sobles e renown, while the whole
chivalry of the camp, sumpfuously arrayed, followed in his
train, and the populace rent the aiy with acclameticiy- ir the
sight of the patriot quecn. '

‘When the sovereigne had met and ctibraced cach other,
the twe hosts mingled together®and enterdd the camp in mare
tial pomp, and the eyes of the infidel beholders were dazzled
by the flash ?)f armour, the splendour of golden caparisons, the
gorgeous display of silks, aril brocgdes, and velvets, of tossing
pluincs and fluttering banners. Therc was at the sanre time
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a trimnphant sound of drums and trumpets, clarions and sack-
buts, mingled with the sweet melody of the duleimer, which
came swellmg in bursts of harmony that scemed to Tise up to
the heavens.*

 Of the arrival of the queen,™ says the historian Homan(u)

.ad Pulgar, who was present at the time, * it was mavvellous
+to behold how, all at once, the rigour and turbulence of war
was softened, and the storm of passions sunk into a calm.
The swotd was sheathed, the ¢rossbow no longer lannehed its
deadly shafts, and the artillery. whieh had hithe to kept up an
incessant uproar, now ceased its tl;,unclelm'r On both sides
there was still a vigilant guard kept, up, tic seutinels bristled
the walls of Bazi with their I ances, and the guards 1)‘11:10]]3(1
the Cheistian camp, but theve was vo sallying imth {0 skirmish,
lor 311)' wanton violence or car Hale,;

Prince Cidi Yahye saw by the arrival of he quéen that the
Christians were do t"mnnod to continuce the siege. and he
knew that the city would have to capitulate. Il had been

prodigal of the lives of his soldiers as long as he thought a
miiitary goodt s to be gained by the sucrifice, bu,t he was
sparing of their bloed in a hopeless cause, and w ary of ex-
asperating the enemy by in obstinate hopelers defen ec.

At tlie 1equest of Prinee Cidi Yanye a p(ulx y was granted,
and the master coramander of Leon, Don Gutiere de (‘ardcnas,
was appointed to confer with the valiant aleayde Mahommed.
They met at an appointed” place within view of both camp
and city, honourably attended by cavaliers of cither army.
Their mecting was hwhly courtco:s, for they had learned,
from rough encount('ls in the field, to admire each other’s
prowess.  Tac. commander of Leon, in an carncst specch,
pointed out the hopelessness of any further defence, and
warned Mahommed of the ills which Malaga had incurred by
its obstinacy. “ I prontiwe, in the name “of my sovercign,”
said he, ¢ that if you surrender immediately, the inhabitants
shalP B treated as subjects, and proteeted in property, liberty,
and religion ; if you refuse, you, who are now renowned as an
able and judicious, dommander, will Le chargeable with the

*confiscations, captmtus, and‘ deaths, which may be suffered
by the people of Baza.”

The commander censed, and Mohammed refurnied to the
city to consult with his co‘mpam&.w It was cvident that all

* Cura de los Palacios,

~
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further resistance was hopeless, but the Moorish commanders
felt that a cloud might rest upon their names should they, of
their owh discretion, surrender so important a place without
its having sustained an assault. Prince Cidi Yahye requested
permission, therefore, to sgnd an envoy to Guadix ,with =8
letter to the old monarch, Bl Zagal, treating of the surrender.
The request was granted, a safe conduct assured to the envoy,
and the veteran aleayde, Mohammed ben Hassan, dcparted
upon_this momenfous mission, o

° CITAPTER LXXX.

TuE old warrior kingg was seated in an inner chamber of
the castle of Guadix, much cast down in spirit, and rumi-
nating on his gloomy fortunes, when an chvoy from Haza was
announced, ahd the vetetan aleayde Moljammed stood before®
bim. ¥l Zagal saw disastrous tidings written in his coun-
tenanee.  “ Ilow fares it with Baza?®™ said he, summoning
up his spirits to the question. “ Let this inform thee,”
replied Mohammed ; and he delivered intg his hands the
letter fiom the Prince Cidi Yahye. This letter spoke of the
desperate signation of Baza, the impossibility of holding out
longer, without assistance from El Zagal. and the favourable
terms offered, by the Castilian sovereigns. Ilad it been
written by any other person, El Zagal might have received it
with distrust and indignation ; by he confided in Cidi Yahye
as in a sccond sclf; and th€ words of his letter sunk deep in
his hegrt. When he had finished reading it, he sighed deeply,
and remained for some %ime lost in thought, with his head
drooping upon his bosom. Recovering himself gt length, he
called together the alfaquis, and the old men bf Guadix; and,
communicating the tidings from Baga, solicited their advice.
It was a sign of sore troubde of migd and dejection of heart,
when El 'Zagal sought the advice of others; but his fierce
courage was tamed, for he saw the end of his poger approach-
ing. The alfaquis and the old mch did but increasc the dis-
traction of his mind Yy a variety of ceunsel, none of which
appeared of any avail; for, unless Baza werc succoured, i
was impossible that it should hold out, and every attempt to
succour it hid proved inctfectual.

El Zagal dismissed his ®ouncil,in despair, and summoned
the veteran Mohammed before “him. — “ Allah, achbarl”

. v
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exclaimed he, “God is great; there is but one God, and
Mahowet is his prophet! Return to my cousin, Cidi Yahye,
tell him it is out of wy power to aid him; he must do as
geems to him for the best. The people of Baza have per-
formed-decds worthy of immortal-fame : I cannot ask them tu
.encoutiter further ills and perils, in maintaining a hopcless’
defence.” . ’
= The reply of El Zagal determinedethe fate of the eity. Cidi
Yahye and his fellow commanders, immediately capitulated,
and were granted the most favourable terms.  The cavaliers
atd soldiers, who had come from other parts to the defence.of
the place, were permitted to depart freely, with their arms,
horscs, and cffeets.  The inhabitants had their choice, cither
1o depart with theiv property, or to dwell in the suburbs, in

, the enjoyment of their religion and laws; takiug an oath of
fealty to the sovereigns, and paying the same tribute they
had paid to the Moorjsh kings. The city and citadel were to
be delivered up in six days; within which period the inha-
bitants were to remove all their cffeets; and, in the mean-
time, they weveto place, as hostages, fifteen Moorish youths,
sons of the principal inhabitunts, in the hands of the com-
manders of Leon. When Cidi Yuhye and the.aleayde Mo-
hammed came to deliver up the hostages, among whom were
the sons of the latter, they paid homage to.the king and
queen; who reccived them with the, utmost courtesy and
kindness, and ordered maxnificent presents to be given to
them, and likewise to the other Moorish cavaliers ; consisting
of money, robes, horses, and other things of great valug.

The Prince Cidi Yahye was so captivated by the grace, the
dignity, ande¢generosity of Isabella,-and the princely courtesy
of Ferdinand, that le vowed never again to draw his sword
‘against such magnanimeus rovercigns,

The queen, charmedcwith his gallant bearing and his
‘animated profession of devotién, assured him, that, having
hint*un her-side, she already considered the war terminated,
"which had desolated the kingdom of Granada. ~

Mighty and irresistible are words of praisc from the lips of
sgovereigns.  Cidi Yahye was centirely subdued by this fair
“speech from the illustrious Isabella. His heart burned with
.a sudden flame of loyalty towards the sovercigns. He begged
,to be cnrolled amongst the most. devoted of their subjects;
and, :n the furvour of his sudden zeal, engaged, not merely to
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dedicate his sword to their service, but to cxert all his in-
fluencc, which was great, in persuading his cousin, Muley
Abdalla el Zagal, to surrender the cities of Guadix and

o §lmeria, and to give up all further hostilities. Nay, ser
powerful was the cffect produced upon his mind by his con-
versations with the sovereigns, that it extended even to his®
religion ; for he became immediately cnlightencd as to the
heathenish abominations ®of the vile sect of Mahogpet, and
struck with the truths of Christianity, as illustrated hy such
powerful monarchs. He tonsented, therefore, to be baptized,
and to be gathered into the fold of the church. The pious
Agapida indulges in a trigmphant strain of exultation, on the
sudden and surprising conversion of this princely infidel. 1le
counsiders it onc of the greatest achievemets of the Gatholic
sovcrcigus;. ahd, indeed, enc of the marvellous occurrences of *
this holy war. ¢ But it is given tosaints and pious monarchs,”
says he, ** to work miracles in the causc of the faith; and
such did the most Catholic Ferdinand, in the conversion of
the Prince Cidi Yahye.” ‘

Some eof the Arabian writers have sought o lessen the
wonder of this miracle, by alluding to great revenues, granted
to the prinee’and his heirs by the Castilian monarchs ; to-
gether with a ferritory in Marchena, with towns, lands, and
vassals. “But in this,” says Agapida, “we only sec a wise
precaution of King Ferdinund, to glinch and secure the con-
version of his prosclyte.” T policy of the Catholic monarch
was at all times equal to hix piety. Instead also of vaunting
of this &reat conversion, atd making a public parade of the
entry of the prince into the church, King Ferdingnd ordered,
that the baptism should be performed in private, and kept a
profound sceret.  He feared that Cidi Yahye might otherwise
be denounced as an apostaice and abhorred and abandoned by
the Moors;* and thus his influgnce destroyed in briuging the
war to a speedy termination. ® - . .

The veteran Mohammed ben adsan was likewise won by.
the magnanimity and munificence of the Qastilian sovereigns,
and entreated to be rcceived to their service; and his,
cxample was followed by many other Moorish cavaliers,
whose scryices were graciously accepted and magnificently
rewarded. . .

Thus, after, a sicge of six months hnd twenty days, the city

* Conde, tom. iii, eap. 40, . -
U2
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of Baza swrrendered, on the 4th of December, 1489, the
festival of the glorious Santa Barbara; who is seid, in the
Catholic calendar, to preside over thunder and lightning, fire
end guppowder, and all kinds of gombustible explosions. The
king and queen made their solemn and triumphal entry on
° the following day; and the public joy was heightened by the
‘sight of upwards of five hundred Christian captives, men,
women, gnd children, delivered from the Moorish dungeons.
The loss of the Christians, in this siege, amounted to twenty
thousand men; of whom scventeen thousand died of disease,
and not a few of mere cold; “a kind of death,” says the
historian Mariana, ¢ peculiarly unsomfortable. But,” adds
the venerable Jesuit, ““as these latter were chiefly people of
ignobl® rank, bagisage carriers and such like, the loss was
* mnot of great importance.” . 2
The surrender of ‘Baza was followed by that of ’Almuiiegar,
Tavernas. and most of the fortresses of the Alpusurra moun-
tains. ‘'The inhabitants hoped, by prompt and voluntary
submission, to sccurc equally favourable terms with those
granted to the captured city ; and the alcaydes, to receive
similar rewards to those lavished on its commanders; nor
were either of them disappointed. The inhabitants were
permitted to remain as Mudexarras, in the quict enjoyment of
their property and religion; and as to the aleaydes, when
they came to the camp to render up their charges, they were
received by Ferdinand with distinguished favour, and re-
warded with presents of moncy, in proportion to the impor-
tance of the places they had cormumanded. Care was taken
by the polific monarch, however, not to wound their pride, or
shock their delicacy; so these sums were paid, under colour
of arrears due to them, for their services to the former
-government.  Ferdinand had cafiquered, by dint of sword, in
the carlier part of the'war ; but he found gold ‘as potent as
stgel in this campaign of Baza.
With scveral of these mercenary chieftains came one,
pamed Ali Aben Fahar, a’scasoned warrior, who had held
o dnany important .commands. He was a Moor, of a lofty,
stern, and melancholy aspect; and stood silent and apart,
svhile his companions surrendered their several fortresses, and
retired laden with treasure. . When it came to his turn to
speak, he addressed the sovereigys with the frankness of a
soldier, but with a tone of dejection and despair. “Iama
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Moor,” said he, ““and of Moorish lineage ; and am aleayde of
the fair towns and castles of Purchena and Paterna. These
were intfusted to me to defend ; but those, that should have
stood by me, have lost all strength and courage, and seek
#nly for sccurity. These fortresses, thercfore, most poteft
sovereigns, arc yours, whenever you will send to take posses-,
sion of them.” : .

"Large sums of money in gold were immediately ordered hy
Ferdijnand to be delivered to the aleayde, as a recompense for
so important @ surrendery 'The Moor, however, put back the
gift with a firm and haughty demeanour. *“I come not,”
said he, “to sell what is"not mine, but to yield what forturc
has nfade yours; and ¥our majestics may rost assured, that,
had T been properly scconded, death would have heen the
price at which T would have sold my forfresses, and not the
gold you affer 1he.” ’ . .

The Castilian monarchs were struck with the lofty and
loyul spirit of the Moor, and desired to engage a man of such
fidelity in their service; but the proud Moslem could not be
induced to serve the enemics of his nation aygl his faith.

“Ts there nothing, then,” said Queen Isabella, *that we
can do to gratify thee, and to prove to® thee our regard?”
“Yes,” replied the Moor, 1 have left behind me, in the
towns and valleys which [ have surrendered, many of my
unhappy countrymen, with their wives and children, who
cannot tear themselves from their native abodes.  Give me
your royal word that they d:ln be protected in the peaceable
enjoyment of their religin and their homes.”  “ We promise
it,” said Isabella; ©they shall dwell in peace and security.
But for thysclf: what dost thou ask for thyself ¥y « Nothing,”
replied Ali, “but permission to pass unmolested, with horses
and effects, into Africa.” .

"The Cagtilian monarchs®ould f3in have forced upon him
gold and silver, and superb Rorses richly caparisoned ; not as
rewards, but as marks of personal esteem: put Al Aben .
Fabar declined all presents and distinctions, as if he thought
it criminal to flourish, individually, dusing a time of public
distress ; and disdained all prosperity that secmed to graw
out of the ruins of his eountry. :

1Laving rleeived a royal passport, he gathered together his
horses and scrvants, his frmoury and weapons, and all his
warlike cffects, bade adieu to his weeping cowntrymen, with



286 - THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

a brow st'lmped with anguish, but without shedding a tear,
and, mounting his Barbary stced, turned his back upon the
delightful v allcys of his conquered country ; departing on his
lonely way, to seck a soldier's fortune amidst the burning
Sinds of Africa.* ‘

. CIIAPTER LXXXI.

Fw 11 #idings never fail by +he way through lack of, mes-
sengers. Jhe) are wafted on the wings of the wind; and it
ig®if’ the very birds of the air would bear them to the ear.of
the unfortunate. The old king, EI Zagal, buried himself in
the recesses of his castle, to hide Fimsclf from the light of
day, which no longer shone prosperously upon himn; but every
hour brought missives, thundering at the gate ,with the tale

“of some new disaster. Fortress after fortress hod lnid its
keys at the feet of the Christian sovereigns. Strip by stnp
of warrior mountain and green fruitful \.ﬂlvy was torn from
his domains, and added to the territories of ‘the conqucrors.
Scarcely a rempont remained to him, except a tract of the
Alpuxarras, and the noble eities of Guadix and Almctia. No
one any longer stodd in awe of the fierce old monarch: the
terror of his frown had declined with his power. He had
arrived at that stage of adversity, when a man’s friends feel
emboldened to tell him hard truths, and to_give, him unpa-
latable advice, and when his spiit is bowed down to listen
quictly, if not meekly.

Kl Zagal was scated on his divan, his whole spirit absorbed
in rumination on the transitory nature of human glory, when
his kinswan rnd brother-in-law, the Prinee Cidi Yahye, was
announced. That illustrious convert to the truc faith, and
the interest of the conquerors of his country, had hastened
to Guadix with all the fervour of u new pxosclytc,, cager to
prove his zcal in the service Of ITeaven and the Castilian
sovereigns, by persuading the old wmonarch to abjure his
faith, and surrender his posscasions.

Cidi Yahye still bece the guise of a Moslem; for his con-
rorsion was as yet a se eret. The stern heart of El Zagal
softened at beholding the face of a kinsman, in this hour of
adversity. He folded his consin to his bosoth, and
hanks to Allah, that, amidst all ‘his troubles, he had stxll a

* Pulgar. Garibay, lib. xl. cap, 40. Cura de los Palacios.
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friend and counscllor, on whom he might rely. Cidi Yahye
soon euntered upon the real purpose of his mission. Ile
represenfed to Kl Zagul the desperate state of affairs, and
the irrctrievable decline of Moorish power in the kingdom of
Granuda. * Fate,” said ha, ** is aguinst our arms; qur ruin
is written in the heavens: remember the prediction of the
astrologers, at the birth of your nephew Boabdil. We lhad’
hoped, that their predietjon was accomplished by his capturg
at Lycena; but ig is now cvigent, that the stars portended,
not a temporary and pagsing reverse of the kingdom, but a
fival overthrow. The constant succession of disasters, which
have attended our efforts,” show, that the sceptre of Granada
is doofned to pass into the hands of the Christian monarchs.
Such,” concluded the prince, emphatically, and with a pious
reverence, “such is the almighty will of %}od!” ‘

El Zagad hsténed to these words in myte attention, without
s0 much as moving a muscle of his face, or winking ‘an cyc-
Lid. When the prince had concluded, he remained for a long
time silent and pensive. At length, heaving a profound sigh
from the very bottom of his heart. * Alghuma subahana
hu!” exelaimed he, «the will of God be done! Yes, my
cousin, it is,but too cvident, that such & the will of Allah;
and what he wills, he fails not to accomplish. Had he not
decreed the fall of Granada, this arm, and this cimeter,
would have maintained it.”"#

* What then remains,” gaid Gidi Yahye, ¢ but to draw
the most advantage from fhe wreek of empire that is left
you? ,Te persist in a war, is to bring complete desolation
upon the land, and ruin and death upon its faith(ul inhabi-
tants. Are you disposcd to yield up your remaiging towns to
your nephew, El Chiquito, that they may augment his power,
and derive protection frop his allisnce with the Christian
sovereigng?” @ .

The eye of Ll Zagal flashed fire at this suggestion. Ile
grasped the hilt of his cimeter, and gnashed his teeth in
fury. “ Never,” cried he, © will T make terms with that
recreant and slave! sponer would I see the banners of the
Christian monarchs floating abeve my walls, than they shoulg
add to the possessions of the vassal Boabdil!”

Cidi Yahye immediately seized upon this idea, and urged
El Zagal to make a frank *and entive surrender. ¢ Trust,”

* Conde, t. iii, c. 40. . R
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said he, ¢ to the magnanimity of the Castilian sovercigns.
They will doubtless rn'-ult you high and honourable terms. B
is better to yicld to “them’ as frlends, what they miust infal«
Iibly and before Jong wrest from you as ememies: for such,
my cousin, is the alrm«rhtv will of God!” * Alahuma suba-
shana hu!” repeated El Zagal, ¢ the will of God bhe done ¥*
So the old monarch bowed his haughty neck, and agreed to
garrender his territories to the enemies of his faith rather
than suffer them to augment the Moslem powcr umdor the
sway of his nephew. 1

‘Cidi Yahye now returncd to Baza, empowered by El &ngni
to treat, on his behalf, with the Christian sovereigns. The
prince felt aspecics of c\ult'mon as fic expatiated on the rich
relies of empire, which he was authorized to cede. There
was a greal part of that line of mountains, which extends
from the metropolis fo the Mediterrancan Sea, with its series

of beautiful green valleys, like precious cmeralds set in a
golden chain.  Above all these were Guadix and Almeria,
two of the most incstimable _](‘WL]S in the crown of Granada.

In return foruthese possessions, and for the claim of El
Zagal to the rest of the kingdom, the sovercigns rccmwd him
into their fricndship and alliance, and gave him, «n perpetual
inheritance, the territory of Alhamin, in the Alpu\an as, thh
half of the salinas, or salt pits, of Maleha. Il was to cnjoy
the title of King of Andaraxa, with two thousand Mudcjares,
or conquered Moors, for sabjects; and his revenues were to
be made up to the sum of four millions of maravedis:* all
these he was to hold as a vassal of the Castilian erown.»

These arrangements being made, Cidi Yahye returned with
them to Mulvey Abdalla; and it was coneerted, that the cere-
mony of surrender and homa"c should take place at the city
of Almeria.

On the 17th of Decembm l\mg Ferdinand departed from
Baza, with a part of his army, and the queen soon followed
with the remsinder.  Ferdinand passed in triumph by several
of the newly acquired towns, exulting in these trophies of his
policy rather than his valour. As hc «drew near to Almeria,
the Moorish king tame forth ‘to meet him, accompanied by
the Prince Cidi Yahve and a number of the principal inha-
bitants on horseback. The ficrce brow of El Zugal was
clouded with a kind of forced humility; but there was an

. * % Cura de los Palacios, cap, 94.
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impatient curl of the lip, with now and then a swelling of
the bosom, and an indignant breathing from the distended
nostril. It was evident he considered himself eonquered, not

the power of man, but by the hand of Heaven; and while

bowed to the decrees of fate, it galled his proud spirit 8
have to humble himsclf before its mortal agent. As he,
approached the Christian king, he alighted from his llorse,
and advanced to kiss hisehand, in token of homage. Ferdig
nand, bowever, respected the soyal title which the Moor had
held, and weuld not permit the ceremony, but, bending from.
hig saddlc, graciously embraced him, and 1oquc‘4ted him %o
remount his steed.®  Scverdl courtcous speeches passed
between thcm, and the ¥ortress and city of Almeria, and ull
the remaining territories of El Zagal, were delivered up in
form. Wheg all was 1c(-omphshod the old warrior Moor
retired to she mountains, with a handful pf adherents, to seck
his petty territory of Andaraxa, to bury his humiliation from
the world, and to console himsclf with the shadowy title of a

kingy

CIIAPTER LXXXIIL

Wito can tell when to rcjoice in this fluctuating world?
Every wave of prosperity has its rcacting surge, and we are
often overyhelmed by the very billow, on which we thought
to be wafted into the haven of oux hupcs ‘When Jusef Aben
Conmnixq, the vizier of BO‘ﬁ)dll surnamed El Chico, entered
the royal saloon of the Alhambra, and announced the capitula-
tion of 151 Zagal, the heart of the youthful monarch leaped for
joy. His grmt wish was accomplished; his vgcle was de-
feated and dethroned; and he reigned, withdut a rival, sole
monarch of Granada. At length Toewas about to enjoy the

fruits of  his humiliation‘:md vogsalage. Ile beheld his -

throne fortified by the friendship and allianee of the Castilian
monarchs; there could be no quostmn, thqrcforc, of its
stability. ¢“Allah achbar!” exclaimed he, “God is great!
Rejoice with me, oh Juscf, the stars hawe ceased their persc-
cution! Henceforth let no man call me I8l Zogoybi!” -

In the first moment of his exultation, Boabdil would bhave
ordered <public rcjoicings; but the shrewd Jusef shook his
head. ““The terpest has cased,’ smd he, “from one point of

* Cura de los Palacxos, cap. 93, o .
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the heavens, but it may begin to rage from another. A
troubled sea is bencath us, and we are surrounded by rocks
and quicksands: let my lord the king defer rejoicings until
all has settled into a calm.” Kl Chico, however, could not
femaine tranquil in this day of exultation. 1lIc ordered his '
Steed 1o be sumptuously caprisoned, and, issuing out of the
gate of the Alhambra, descended with a glittering retinuc
along the avenue of trees and fovntains Into the city, to
receive the acclamations of the populace.  As he entered the
great square of the vivarrambla, he beheld crowds of people
i violent agitation; but, as he approached, what was his
surprise to hear groans, and murmurs, and bursts of execra-
tion! The tidings had spread through Granada, that Muley
Abdally cl Zagal had been driven to capitulate, and that all
hiy territories had fallen into the hands of the Christians.
No one had inquirediinto the particulars, but all Gsanada had
been thrown into a ferment of grief and indignation. In the
heat of the moment, old Muley was extolled to the skics as a
patriot prince, who had fought to the last for the salvgtion
of his countrvi as a mirror of monarchs, scorning to com-
promise the dignity of his crown by any act of vassalage.
Boabdil, on the contrary, had looked on cxultingly at the
hopeless yet heroic struggle of his uncle; he had rejoiced in
the defeat of the faithful, and the triumph cf unbelicvers.
He had aided in the dismemberment and downfal of the
empire. When they beheld hip riding forth in gorgeous
state, in what they considered a day of humiliation for all true
Moslems, they could not contain their rage, and. amidst the
clamours that prevailed, Boabdil more than once heard his
name couplen with the epithets of traitor, und renegado.
Shocked and discomtfited, the youthful monarch returned
in confusion to the Alhambra. He shut himself up within its
innermost courts, and remained a kind of voluntary prisoner,
until the first burst of popular fecling should subside. He
trusted that if would soon pass away; that the people would
be too sensible of the sweets of peace to repine at the price at
which it was obtainel; at any rate, he trusted to the strong
viendship of the Christian severcigns to sccurc him even
against the factions of his subjects.
The first missives from the politic Ferdinand, showed
Boabdil the value of his friendship.
The Catholic monarch reminded him of a treaty which he



SUBSEQUENT EVENTS. « 291

had made, when captured in the city of Loxa. By this he
had engaged, that, in case the Catholic sovereigns should
capture the cities of Guadix, Baxa, and Almeria, he would
surrender Granada into their hands within a limited time, and

Accept in exchange certain Moorish towns, to be held by him

as their vassal. Ferdinand now informed him that Guadix,
Baza, and Almeria had fallen; he called upon him, therefore,
to fulfil his engagemens. TIf the unfortunate Boabdil hag
possgssed the will, he had nog the power to complys with this
demand. He.was shut up iirthe Alhambra, while a tempest of
pepular fury raged without. Granada was thronged by refugecs
from the capturcd towns, many of them disbanded soldicrs;
others’broken down citisens, rendered fierce and desperate by
ruin: all railed at Boabdil as the real causc of their misfor-
tuncs.  Ihow was he to venture forth in 8uch a stornf? above
all, how was bt to talld to such men of surrender? In hise
reply to Ferdinaud, he represented the difficultics of his
situation; and that, so far from having control over his
subjects, his very life was in danger from their turbulence.
He entreated the king, thercfore, to rest Jsatisfied for the
prescut®with his recent conquests, promising him, that should
he be able to regain full empire over his®capital and its inha-
bitants, it would be but to rule over them as vassal to the
Castilian crown.

Ferdinapd was not to be satisticd with such a reply. The
time was come to bring his, game,of policy to a close, and to
consummate his conquest, ﬂy seating himsclf on the throne of
the Albambra. Professing to consider Boabdil as a faithless
ally, who had broken his plighted word, he discarded hm
from his friendship, and addressed a second lettqr, not to that
monarch, but to the commanders and council of the city. He
demanded a complete suirender ofethe place, with all the
arms in the possession eitlfer of thg citizens or of others who
bad recently taken refuge wishin its walls. If the inhabitants
should comply with this summons, he promjsed them the .
indulgent texms which had bgen' granted to Baza, Guadix,
and Almeria: if they should rcfuse, hesthreatencd them with
the fate of Malaga.* . . v

The message of the Catholic monarch produced the greatest
commotion fu the city. The inhabitants of the alcaceria, that
busy hive of traffic, and all*others avho had tasted the sweets

* Cura de los Pala.cios, cap. 96, o .
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of gainful commerce during the late cessation of hostilities,
were for securing their golden advantages by timely submis-
sion: others, who had wives and children, looked on them
with tenderness and solicitude, and dreaded, by resistance, to
bring upon them the horrors of slavery. But, on the othe:
hand, Granada was crowded with men from all parts, ruined
‘by the war, exasperated by their sufferings, and eager only
r revenge ; with others, who had Jbeen reared amidst hos-
tilities, who had lived by the sword, and whom a return of
peace would leave without home or hope. There. were others
tou, no less fiery and warlike in disposition, but animated by
a loftier spirit, valiant and haughty cavaliers, of the old
chivalrous lineages, who had inherited a deadly hatred-to the
Christians from a long line of warrior ancestors, and to whom
the idea was worse than dcath that Grunﬂd{a, illustrious
Granada, for ages the scat of Moorish grandeur awd delight,
should become the abode of unbelievers. Among these
cavaliers, the most cminent was Muza ben Abil Gazan. He
was of royal lincage, of a proud and generous nature, and a
form combining, manly strength and beauty. None could
excel him in the management of the horse, and dexterous use
of all kinds of weapons. His graccfulness and, skill in the
tourncy was the theme of praisc among the Moorish damek ;
and his prowess in the ficld had made him the terror of the
encmy. He had long repined at the timid policy of Boabdil,
and had endcavoured to coynteract its encrvating eflects, and
to keep alive the martial spirit ot Granada. For this reason
he had promoted jousts, and tiltings with the reed, gnd all
those other public games which bear the semblance of war.
Ie endeavoyred, also, to inculeate into his companions in
arms those high chivalrous sentiments which lead to valiant
and magnanimous deeds, but which are apt to decline with
the independence of a nagion.  The gencrous efforts of Muza
had been ina great measure sue-cssful: he was the idol of the
youthful cavaliers; they 1'cgarded him as a mirror of chivali'y,
. and endeayoured to imitate his lofty and heroic virtues.,
‘When Muza heard the demand of Ferdinand, that,'they
ghould deliver up bis arms, his cyes flashed fire,  * Docs'the
Christian king think that wc are old men,” said he, ©“ and that
" staffs will sufficc us? or that we are women, and can be
contented with distaffs? Let him know, that a Moor is born to
the spear and, the cimeter; to career the stecd, bend the bow,
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and lanch tlie javelin: deprive him of these, and you deprive
him of his nature. If the Christian king desirc our arms, let
him come and win them; but let him win them dearly. For
ny part, sweeler were a grave beneath the walls of Granada,
on the spot I had died tb defend, than the richest couc

within her palaces, carned by submission to the unbclicver.” .
" "I'he words of Muza were received with enthusiastic shouts
by the warlike part of*the populace. Granada once mote
awoke as a warrior shaking off a disgraceful lethatgy. The
cqmmanders ‘and councfl partook of the public excitement,
4hd despatched a reply to the Christian sovereigns, declaring
that they would suffer death rather than surrender their city.

o ., CHAPTER LXXXIIT.

WrEx*King Ferdinand received thedefiance of the Moors,”
he made preparations for bitter hostilitics.  The winter scason
did not admit of an immediate campaign: he contented him-
‘self, therefore, with throwing strong garrisons into all his
towns aund fortresses in the neighbouwrhoods of Granada, and
gave the command of all the frontier of Jacn to Inigo Lopez
de Mendozu, count of Tendilla, who had shown such consum-
mate vigilance and address in maintaining the dangerous post
of Alhama. * This renowned veteran established his head-
quarters in the mountain city of Alcala la Real, within eight
leagues of the city of Graguda, atd ‘commanding the most im-
Jportant passes of that rugged frontier.

In ¢he meantime, the ocity of Granada resounded with the
stir of war, The chivalry of the nation had again control of
its councils; and the populage, having once inore resumed
.their weapons, were anxious to wipe out the disgrace of their
late passive submission, by signal afld daring exploits.

. Muza ben Abil Gazan was thes soul of action. He com-
manded the cavalry, which®he had disciplined with uncom-
mon skill. He was surrounded by the noblest youth of Gra-
nada, who had caught his ownt gencrous and martial fire, and

anted for the field; while the commdn soldicrs, devoted to
his person, were ready to follow him if} the most despcdate
enterprises, He did not allow their courage to cool for want
of actiébn. The gates of, Granada once more poured forth
legions of light scouring cavalsy, which skirred the country
up to the very gates of the Christian fortressch ; sweeping off
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flocks and herds. The name of Muza beecame formidable
throughout the frontier. He had many encounters avith the
encmy, in the rough passes of the mountains; in which the
superior lightness and dexterity of his cavalry gave him the
advantage. The sight of his glistening legion, returning
«across the vega with long cavalgadas of hooty, was hailed by
the Moors as a revival of their ancient triumphs ; ‘but when
they beheld Christian banners, borne into their gates as
trophics, the exultation of the light minded populace was be-
yond all bounds. The winter passed away, tlic spring ad-
vanced ; yet Ferdinand delayed to tuke the ficld. He knew
the city of Granada to be too strong gnd populous to be.taken
by assault, and too full of provisions to be speedily reduced by
siege. * We must have paticnee and perseverance,” said the
.politic monarch. By ravaging the country. tlis year, we
shall produce a searcity the next; and then the city may be
invested with effect.”

An interval of peace, aided by the quick vegetation of a
prolific soil and happy climate, had restored the vega to all
its luxuriance aud heauty. The green pastures on the bor-
ders of the Xenil were covered with flocks and herds.  The
blooming orchards gave promise of abundant fruit; and the
open plain was waving with ripening corn.  The time was at
hand to put in the sickle and reap the golden harvest, when,
suddenly, a torrent of war came sweeping down- from the
mountains; and Ferdinand, with an army of five thousand
horsc and twenty thousand foot, appeared before the walls of
Granada. 1lc had left the queen and princess at the fortress
of Moclin; and came, attended by the Duke of Mcdina Si-
donia, the Marquis of Cadiz, the Marquis de Villena, the
Counts of Urciia and Cabras, Don Alonzo de Aguilar, and
other renowned cavaliers.  On thigoccasion King Ferdinand,
for the first time, led his s6n, Pripee Juan, into the field, and
bestowed upon bim the dignity of knighthood. As if to sti-
mulate him to grand achievements, the ceremony took place
on the banks of the grand canal, almost beneath the embattled
walls of that warlike city. the object of such daring enter-
pf’lses ; and in the midst of that famous vega, which had been
the ficld of so many chivalrous exploits. High above them
shone resplendent the red towers of the Alhambra, rising
from amidst delicious groves; with the standard of Mahomct
waving defiance to the Christian arms.
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The Duke of Medina Sidonia, and the valiant Rodrigo
Ponce de Leon, Marquis of Cadiz, were sponsors ; and all the
chivalry *of the camp was asscmbled on the occasion. The
prince, after he had been knighted, bestowed the same honour
dn several youthful cavaliers of high rank, just entering, like
himself, on the earcer of arms. .

Ferdinand did not loiter in carrying his desolating plang
into execution. Ile detached parties m every direction, te
scour_the country.‘ Villages ware sacked, burnt, and destroyed,
and the lovely vega ond miore was laid waste with fire and
sword. The ravage was carried so close to Granada, that the
city was wrapped in the smoke of its hamlets and gardens,
The dfsmal cloud rolled up the hill. and hung about the
towers of the Alhambra; where the unfortunate Boalydil still
remained, shut up from the indignation of his subjects.  The
hapless manatell smote his breast, as he lJpoked down from his
mountain palace on the desolation cffected by his late ally.
He dared not even show himself in arms among the populace,
for they cursed him asthe cause of the miseries brought anew
to their doors.  The Moors, however, did not suffer the
Christiafs to carry on their ravages as unmolested as in former
years. Muza inciled them to incessant Sallies.  He divided
his cavalry iuto small squadrons, cach led by a daring com-
mander. They were tanght to hover round the Christian
camp; to harass it trom various and opposite quarters, cut~
ting off convoys and stmggding detachments ; to waylay the
army in its ravaging cxpeilitions, lurking among rocks and
passes of the mountains,.or in hollows and thickets of the
plain ; and practising a thousand stratagems and surprises.

The Christian army had one day spread itscl out, rather
unguardedly, in its foraging about the vega. * As the troops
commanded by the Marquis de Villema approached the skirts
of the mountains, they beheld a nupber of Moorish peasants
hastily driving a herd of castle into a narrow glen. The
soldiers, eager for booty, pressed in pursuit of them. Scarcely
had they entered the glen, when shouts arose from cvery side,
and they were furiously attacked by aneambuscade of horse
and foot. Some of the Christiams took to #ight ; others stoad
their ground and fought valiantly. The Koors had the van-
tage ground! Somec showered darts and arrows from the
clefts of the rocks; others fought, kand to hand, on the plain ;
while their cavalry, rapid as lightning in thei» movements,
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carried havoc into the midst of the Christian forces. The
Marquis de Villena, with his brother, Don Alonzo de Pacheco,
at the first onset of the Moors, spurred into the hottest of the
fight. They had scarce entered, when Don Alonzo was
struck-lifeless from his horse, before the eyes of his brothe:.

. Estevan de Suzon, a gallant captain, fell, fighting bravely by
.the side of the marquis; who remained with his ¢hamberlain
Golier, and a handful of knights, swrrounded by the enemy.
Several cavaliers, from other perts of the ‘army, hastened to
their assistance ; when King Ferdinand, sceing that the Moors
had the vantage ground, and that the Christians were suffering
severely, gave signal for retreat.  The marquis obeyed slowly
and reluctantly; for his heart was ull of grief and fage at
the death of Iis Drother. As he was retiring, he beheld his
faithful chamberlain, Solicr, defending himsclf bravely against
six Moors. The marquis turned, and rushed ‘tochis rescue.
e killed two of the enemy with his own hand, and put the
rest to flight.  One of the Moors, however, in retreating, rosc
in his stirrups, and, hurling bis lance at the marquis, wounded
him in the right arm, and crippled him for life.

In conscquence of this wound, the marquis was ever after
obliged to write his signaturc with his left hand, though
capable of managing his lance with his right. The queen
demanded one day of him why he had adventured his life for
that of a domestic. ** Does not your majesty think,” rcplied
he, * that I ought to risk cne life for him, who would have
adventured three for me, had he possessed them?” The
queen was charmed with the magngnimity of the reply ; and
often quoted the marquis, as setting an hervic example to the
chivalry of the age. .

Such was one of the many ambuscades concerted by Muza;
nor did he hesitate, at' times, to present a bold front to the
Christian forces, and to defy them in the open field. King
Ferdinand soon perecived, however, that the Moors seldom
provoked a battle withqut having the advantage of the
ground ; and that, though the Christians generally appeared
to have the victory, they suffered the greatest loss; for re-
reating was a part of the Moorish system, by which they
would draw their pursucrs into confusion, and then turn upon
them with a more violent and fatal attack. Ife commanded
his captains, therefore, to declin¢ all challenges to skirmish,
and % pursue a secure system of destruction; ravaging the
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country, and doing ull possible injury to the cnemy, with
slight rigk to themselves.

CIIAPTER LXXXIV.

Asour two leagues from Granada, on an cminence com-,
mandimg oan extensive view of the vega, stood the strong
Moorish castle of loma ;ea great place of refuge and sceurity
Hither*the neighbouring peasantry drove their fiocks aund
herds, and humeted with)thcir most precious cffects, on the
ireuption of a Christian force ; and any foraging or skirniish-

- ing party from Granada, on being intercepted in their return,
threw themsclves into floina, manned its embattled towers,
‘and set the enemy at defiance.  The garrison were acepstomed
to these suddgn claims upon their protection ; to have partics
of Moors dlattering up to their gates, so, hotly pursued, that *
there was barely time to throw open the portal, reecive them
within, and shut out their pursuers : while the Christian cava-
liers had many a time 1etned in their panting steeds at the
very catrance of the barbiean, and retired, cursing the strong
wa?]s of Roma, that robbed them of their rey.

The late ravages of Ferdinand, and the continnal skirmish-
ings in the vega, had rouséd the vigilance of the castle, One
morning early; as the sentincels kept watch upon the battle-
ments, they beheld 2 cloud of dust advancing rapidly from a
distance. Turbans and Mgorish éveapouns soon caught their
eyes; and as the whole approached, they desericd a drove of
cattle,surged on in great hagte, and conveyed by one hundred and
forty Moors, who led with them two Christian captives in chains,

When the cavalgada had arrived ucar to she ecastle, a
Moorish cavalier of noble and commanding micn, and splendid
attire, rodc up to the foot of the tower, and entreated admit-
tance. Hg stated, that thédy were peturning with rich booty,
from a foray into the lands f the Christians; but that the
criemy was on their traces, and they feared to be overtaken
Before they could reach Granada. The sentinels descended
in all haste, and flung open the gates.® The long cavalgada
defiled into the courts of the tastle, whieh were soon fillgd
with lowing,and bleating flocks and herds, “with neighing and
stamping steeds, and with fierce-looking Moors from the moun-
tains. The cavelier, who hd asked admission, was the chiet
of the party; he was somewhat advanced indife, of a lofty

X
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and gallant bearing, and had with him a son, a young man
of great fire and spirit. Close by them followed the two
Christian captives, with looks cast down and disconsolate.

. The soldiers of the garrison had roused themsclves from
their skeep, and were busily occupied attending to the eattld,
-which crowded the courts ; while the foraging party distri-
buted themselves about the castle, to seck refreshment or
reposc.  Suddenly a shout arose, that was echoed from court-
yard, and hall, and battlements. The garrison, astonished
aqd bewildered, would have rushed®to their arms, but found
themselves, almost before they could make resistance, com-
pletely in the power of an enemy. | .

The pretended foraging party consisted of Mudexares, Moors
tributary to the Christians; and the commanders were the
Prince Cidi Yahye, and his son, Alvayer. They had has-
tened from the mourtains, with this small foree, to aid the
Catholic sovereigns during the summer’s campaign ; and they
had concerted to syrprise that important castle, and present it
to King Ferdinand, as a gage of their faith and the first fruits
of their devotion.

The politic monareh overwhelmed hLis new convérts and
allies with favours and distinctions, in return for this import-
ant acquisition; but he took eard to despatch a strong force
of veteraus, and genuine Christian troops to man the fortress.

As to the Moors who had composed the garrison, Cidi
Yahye remembered that they were his countrymen, and could -
nof prevail upon himself to deliver thew into Christian bond-
age. e sct them at liberty, and permitted them to repair to
Granada ; “a proof,” says the pious Agapida, * that his cou-
version was "mot caotirely consummated, but that there were
still some lingerings of the infidel in his heart.” His lenity
was far from procuring him indulgence in the opinions of his
countrymen : on the contrary, fhe inhabitants of Granada,
when they learned from the libbrated garrison the stratagem
by which Roma had been,captured, cursed Cidi Yahye for a
traitor, and the garrison joined in the malediction.

But the indignatidn of the people of Granada was destined
5 be aroused to“tenfold violence. The old warrior, Muley
Abdalla El Zagal, had retired to his little mountain territory,

* and for a short time endeavoured to console himself with his
_petty title of King of Agdaraxa. Ile soon grew impaticnt,
+however, of the quict and inaction of his mimic kingdom. His
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fierce spirit was exasperated by being shut up within such
narrow limits ; and his hatred rose to downright fury against
Boabdil, whom he considered as the cause of his downfal.
When tidings were brought him, that Ferdinand was layin
dwaste the vega, he took a sudden resolution : assembling the
whole disposable force of his kingdom, which amounted but
to two hundred men, he descended from the Alpuxarras, and
sought the Christian cawp; content to serve as vassal to the
encmy~ of his faith and his nasion, so that he mightrsee Gran-
ada wrested from the swhy of his nephew.

 In his blind passion, the old wrathful monarch injured *his
own cause, and strengthened that of his adversary. The
Moors of Granada had ?bcon clamorous in his praise, extolling
him as a victim to his patriotism, and had refused tg belicve
all reports of his treatyywith the Christfans ; but when they
beheld fram the walls 0[} the city his banjier mingling with the®
banners of the unbelievers, and arrayed against his late people,
and the capital he had commanded, they broke forth into
curses and revilings, and heaped all kinds of stigmas upon his
name. .
Theit next emotion was in favour of Boabdil.  They
gathered under the walls of the Alhambfa, and hailed him as
their only hope, as the solt dependence of the country. Bo-
abdil could scarccly believe his senses, when he heard his
name mipgled with praises and grected with acclamations.
Encouraged by this unexpected gglcam of popularity, he ven-
tured forth from his retreat, and was received with rapture.
All his past errors werg attributed to the hardships of his
fortune, and the usurpation of his tyrant uncle, and whatever
breath the populace, could spare from uttering®curses on El
Zagal was cxpended in shouts in honour of El Chico.

°

CHAPTER LKXXV.

For thirty days had the vega been overrun by the Christian
forces, and that vast plain, lately so luxuriant and beautiful,
was beecome a wide seene of desolation®  The destroying army
having accomplished its task, assed over the hridge of Pigns,
and wound up into the mountains, on the way to Cordova;
bearing.away the spoils of towns and villages, and driving off
flocks and herds, in long *dusty golumns.  The sound of the
last Christian trumpet dicd away along the side of thg moun-

. x 2
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tain of Elvira, and not a hostle squadron was scen glistening
in the mournful ficlds of the vega. . '

The eyes of Boabdil ¢l Chico were at length opened to the
xeal policy of King Ferdinand ; and he saw, thet he had no
longer anything to depend upon, than the valour of his arm.

~No time was to be lost, in hastening to counteract the effect
of the late Christian ravage, and in opening the channel for
distant supplies to Granada. “

Secarcely had the retiring squddron of Ferdinand disappeared
among the mountains, than Boabdil’ buckled on “his armour,
sallicd forth from the Alhambra, and prepared to take the
field. 'When the populace behend him actually in arms
against his Iate ally, both parties thtonged with zeal to his
standar¢. The harly inhabitants also of the Sierra Nevada,
or chain of snow-capped mountains, v-hich risc above Granada,
descended from their heights, and hastened intd the city
gates, to proffer their devotion to their youthful king. The
great square of the vivarrambla shone with the proud array
of legions of cavalry, decked with the colours and deviees of
the most ancienv Moorish familics, and marshalled forth by
the patriot Muza to follow the king to battle,

It was on the 15th of June that Boabdil once more issucd
out from the gates of Granada on a martial enterprise. A
few leagues from the city, within full view of* it, and at the
entrance of the Alpuxarra mountains, stood the powerful
castle of Alhendin. It was'built-m an cminence, rising from
the midst of a small town, and commanding a great part of
the vega, and the main road to the rich valleys of the
Alpuxarras. The castlewas commanded by a valiant Christian
cavalier, namicd Mendo de Quexada, and” garrisoned by two
hundred and fifty men, all seasoned and experienced warriors.
It was a continual thorn in th¢ side of Granada. The
labourers of the vega were swept from their ficlds by its
hardy soldicrs, convoys were cut off on the passes of the
mountains; dnd, as the gaurrison commanded a full view of
the gates of the city, no bafid of merchants could venture
forth on their needful journcys, without being swooped up-by
the war hawks of Alhendin.” "

It was against this important fortress that Borbdil first led
his troops. For six days and nights the fortress was closely
besicged.  The aleayde dnd his veteran garriron defended
themstlves valiantly ; but they werc cxhausted by fatigue and
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constant watchfulness; for the Moors, being continually
relieved by fresh troops from Granada, kept up an unremitted
and vigorous attack. T'wice the barbican was forced, and
twice the assgilants were driven forth headlong with excessive
"Yss. The garrison, however, was diminished in number by
the killed and wounded : there were no longer soldiers suffi-,
cient to man the walls and gateway. The brave alcayde way
compelled to retire, withhis surviving foree, to the keep of the
castle, in which Nic continued to make a dosperate resist-
ance. ce L

«The Moors now approached the foot of the tower, under
shelter of wooden skreens, covered with wet hides, to ward
off missiles and combustibles. 'Lhey went to work vigorously
to undermine the tower, placing props of wood under the
foundations, fo be afterwards set on fire, so as to give the
besicgers #ime fo escape before the cdifiee should fall.  Some
of the Moors plied their crossbows and arqacbuses to defend
the workmen, and to drive the Christians from the wall, while
the latter showered down stones and darts, and melted pitch,
and flaming combustibles, on the miners.

The brave Mcndo de Quexada had cast many an anxious
«eye across the vega, in hopes of sceing Some Christian force
‘hastening to his assistanct. Not a gleam of spear or helm
was 10 be desoricd ; for no one had dreamed of this sudden
irruption of the Moors. The aleayde saw his hravest men
tlead or wounded around hig, while the remainder were sink-
ing with watchfulness and fatigue.  In defiance of all opposi-
tion, the Moors had accopplished their mine; the fire was
brought before the walls, that was to be applied to the
stanchions, in case the garrison persisted in def®nce ; and in
a little while the tower would crumble bencath him, and be
rent and hurled in ruins. to the pMin. At the very last
moment, apd not till then, the bravg alcayde made the signal
of surrender. Ile marched oforth with the remnant of his
veteran garrison, who were all made prisoners. « Immediatcly’
Boabdil ordercd the walls of thq fortress to be razed, and fire
to be applied to the stanchions, that the place might never
again become a strong-hold to*the Christans, and a scourge
to Granada. '

The alea.y(le and his fellow captives were passing in dcjected
eonvoy across the vega, Yvhen ihey heard a tremendous
crash behind them, Turning to look upon their late for-
tress, they beheld nothing-but a heap of tumbling ruins, and
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a vast column of smoke and dust, where once had stood the
lofty tower of Alhendin.

CIIAPTER LXXXVL

. Boasprr. r. Carco followed up his success by capturing the
two fortresses of Marchcna and Bulduy ; he sent his alfaquis
ir cvery direction to proclaim a holy war, and to summon all
true Mosltms, of town or castlepmonntain or valley, to saddle
steed, aud buckle on crmour, and histen to the standard of
the faith. The tidings sprcad far and wide, that Boahdil «l
Chico was once more in the field, and victorious. The Moors
of various places, dazzled by this gleam of success, hastened
to throw off their sworn allegiance to the Castilian crown,
and to elevate the standard of Bopbdil; and, the youthful
monarch flattered himself, that the whole kingdem was on
the point of returning to its allegiance.

The fiery cavaliers of Granada were cager to renew thosc
forays into the Christian lands, in which they had formerly
delighted. A nvmber of them thercfore concerted an irrup-
tion to the north into the territory of Jacn, to harass the
country about Quezada. They had heard of a rich convoy of
merchants and wealthy travellers on the way to the city of
Baeza ; and they anticipated a glorious conclusion to their
foray in capturing this convoy. .

Assecmbling a number ef horsemen, lightly armed, and
fleetly mounted, and one hundred foot soldiers, these hardy
cavaliers issued forth by night from Granada, made their way
in silence through the defiles of the mountains, crossed the
fronticr without opposition, and suddenly appeared, as if
fallen from the clouds, in the veryheart of the Christian country.

The mountainous froudier, which separates Granada from
Jaen, was at this time under the Count de Tendilla, the same
veteran who had distinguished himself by his vigilance and
sagacity, wher commanding the fortress of Alhama. He held
his head quarters at the city of Alcala la Real, in its impreg-
nablc fortress, perched high among the mountains, about six
leagues from Granatla, and pretlominating over all the frontier.
From this cloud-capt hold among the rocks, he kept an cagle
eyc upon Granada, and had his scouts and spics in all dircc-
tions; so that a crow could not iy over the border without
his knowledge.

His fortress was a place of refuge for the Christian captives,
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who escaped by night from the Moorish dungcons of Granada.
Often, however, they missed their way in the defiles of the
mountains; and, wandering about bewildered, either repaired
by mistake {p some Moorish town, or were discovered and
wetaken at daylight by the «cnemy. To prevent ‘thesy aceis
dents, the count had a tower built at his own expense, on the
top of one,of the heights near Aleala, which commanded a°
view of the vega, and the country around. Ilere he kep:ﬁi
light, Blazing thtoughout t{e night, as a beacop for
Christian fugitives, to guide’ them to a place of safety.

«The count was aroused one night from his repose by shouts

. and cries, which came up from the town, and approached the

castle *walls. “To aruk! to arms! the Moor is over the
border!” was the ery. A Christian soldier, pale and ema-
ciated, and who still bore traces of the ®loorish chalins, was
brought befofe*the cowtt. 1le had been taken as guide by «
the Moorish cavaliers, who had sallicd frbm Granada, but had
escaped from them among the mountains ; and, after much
wandering, had found his way to Alcala by the signal firc.

Notwithstanding the bustle and agitation of the moment,
the Coubt de Tendilla listencd calmly and attentively to the
account of the fugitive, and questioned *him minutely as to
the time of departure of «the Moors, and the dircetion and
rapidity of their march. Ile saw that it was too late to
prevent their incursion and ravage, but he determined to
await them, and give them o warpu reception on their return.
His soldiers were always on the alert, and ready to tuke the
field af 2 moment’s warning. Choosing onc hundred and fifty
lancers, hardy and valiaht men, well disciplined, and well
seasoned, as indeed, were all his troops, he issucd forth quietly
before break of day, and, descending through the dekiles of
the mountains, stationed Lis little fovce in ambush in a deep
barranca, or dry chamnel of a torrent, near Barzina, three
leagues only from Granadae on the road by which the
marauders would have to return.  In the megniime hie sent
scouts to post themselves upon gifferent heights, and look out
for the approach of the enciny. .

All day they remained coucealed jn thg ravine, and for a
great part of the following night ; not a terban, however, was
to be scan, excepting now and then a peasant returing from
his labour, or a solitary mudcteer hgstening towards Granada.
The cavaliers of the count began to grow, restless and
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mmpatient ; - they fenred that the cnemy might hawe ‘takes
some other route; or might have received intelligenco of their
ambuscade ; and they urged him to abandon the enterprise,
and return to Aleala. “ We are here,” said they, * almest
4t the gates of the Moorish capital; our movements may havd
‘been descried. and, before we are aware, Granade may pour
forth its legions of swift cavalry, and crush us with an
overwhelming foree.”  The Count do Tendilla, however, per-
gisted in remaining until his scouts should cone in. + About
two hours’ before daybreak there'were signal fires on certain
Mborish watchtowers of the mountains. While they were
regarding these with anxiety, the scouts came hurrying into
the ravine. * The Moors are approa hing,” said they ; * we
have reconnoitred them near at hand.  They are between one
and two hundred strong, but encumbered with many prisoners
» and much booty.”  The Christian cavalicrs laid their cars to
the ground, and heard the distant tramp of horses, and the
tread of foot soldiers. 'I'hey mounted their horses, braced
their shiclds, couched their lances, and drew necar to the
entrance of the ravine where it opened upon the road.

The Moors had suceeeded in waylaying and surprising the
Christian convoy on'its way to Bucza. They had captured a
great number of prisoncrs, male and female, with great store
of gold and jewels, and sumpter mules laden with rich mer-
chandise. 'With thesc they had made a forced march over
the dangerous parts of the mountgins, but now, being so near
to Gramada, they fancied themselves in perfeet security.
They loitered along the road, therefore, irregularly aund
slowly, some singing, others laughing and exulting at having
cluded the Ycasted vigilanee of the Count de Tendilla; while
ever and anon was heard the plaint of some female captive
bewailing the jeopardy ol her honaur, and the heavy sighing
of the meichant at beholding his property in the grasp ef
ruthless spoilers.

*The Count de Tendilla waited until some of the cscort had
passed the ravine; then, giving the signal for assault, his
cavaliers set up loud shouts and cries, and charged furiously
ito the centre of the foe. 'Ihe obscurity of the place and
the hour added to'the terrors of the surprise. . The Moors
were thrown into confusion. Some: rallied, fought despe.
rately, and fell covered with wounas. Thirty-six were killed,
nd fifty-five were made prisoners ; the rest, under cover of
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the darkness, made their escape to the rocks and defiles of
the mountains. The good count unbound the prisoncrs, glad-
dening the hearts of the merchants by restoring to them
their merchgndise ; the female captives, also, regained the
? jewels of which they had been despoiled, excepting such a$
had been. lost beyond recovery. Forty-five saddle horscs of
the choice,Barbary breed remaincd, as captured spoils of the*
Moors, - together with cpstly armour and booty of varioys
kindg. « Having tollected cwerything in haste, andsarranged
bis cavalgada, the couns urged his way with all speed.for
Aleala la Real, lest he should be pursucd and overtaken by
the Moors of Granada. As he wound up the steep ascent to
his mduntain ecity, the habitants poured forth to meet him
with shouts of joy. Tiis triumph was doubly enhanced by
being received at the ghtes of the city by his wife, the
daughter of The Marquis of Villena, a lady of distingnished ¢
merit, whom he had not scen. for two yedrs, that he had been
separated from his homeby the arduous duties of thesciron wars,

CHAPTER LXXXVII.

King Boabdil found that his diminislfed territory was too
closely overlooked by Christian fortresscs, like Alcala la Real,
and too strictly watched by vigilant alcaydes, like the Count
of Tendilla, to be able to maintain itsclf by internal resources.
His foraging expeditions yere Liable to be intercepted and
defeated ; while the ravage of the vega had swept off every-
thing on which the city depended for futurc sustenance. e
felt the want of a scaport, through which, as formerly, he
might keep open & communication with Africe, and obtain
reinforcements and supplies from beyond the seas.  All the
ports and harbours were in the hands of the Christians, and
Granada and its remnanteof depepdent territory were com-
pletely landlocked. . :

. Insthis emergency, the attention of Boahdil was called by
circumstances to the scaport of, Salobrefia. This redoubtable
town has already been mentioned in thes chronicle as a place
deemed impregnable by the Meors; insomuch that their kings
were accustomed, in time of peril, to Keep their treasures
in its .citadel. It was, situate.on a high rocky hill,
dividing one of those ridh little vegas, or plains, which
lie open to the Mediterranean, ‘but run, like deep green
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bays, into the stern bosoms of the mountains. The vega was
covered with beautiful vegetation ; with rice and cotton, with
groves of oranges, citrons, figs, and mulberries, and with
gardens encloscd by hedges of recds, of aloes, argl the Indian
fig. Ranning streams of cool water, from the springs anc
_snows of the “Sierra Nevada, kept this delightful valley con-
tmually fresh and verdant ; while it was almost locked up by
mpuntain barricrs and lofty promontories that stretched far
into the sea. "

Through the centre of this rich-vega the roek of Salo-
bredia reared its rugged back, nearly dnldunr the plain, and
advancing to the margin of the sca, with ju:,t a strip of sand
beach at its foot, laved by the blue Jwaves of the Mediter-
ranean.

The town covered the ridge and sides of the rocky hill, and
was fortified by strong walls and towcers, while on the highest
and most precipitous part stood the citadel. a huge castle that
secmed to form a part of the living rock, the massive ruins of
which, at the present day, attract the gaze of the traveller, as
he winds his way far below along the road which passes
through the vega.

This important fortress had been intrusted to the command
of Don Francisco Ramirez de Madrid, captain general of the
artillery, and the most scientific of all the Spanish leaders.
That experienced veteran, however, was with the king at
Cordova, having left a valiant, cavalier as aleayde of the placc

Boabdil l Chico had full information of the state of the
garrison and the absencc of its commander. Putting himself
at the head of a powerful force, therefore, he depurted from
Granada, and made a rapid march through the mountains,
hoping, by this sudden movement, to scize upon Salobreiia
before King Ferdinand could come to its assistance.

- The inhabitants of Salobrciia were Mudexares, or Moors,
who had sworn allegiance to the Christians.  Still, when they
heard the sound of the Moorish drums and trumpets; and
beheld the squadrons of their ,countrymen advancing across
the vega, their hearts-yearned towards the standard “of their
nafjon and their faith. A tumult arose in the place. The popu-
lace shouted the name of Boabdil el Chico, and, throwing
open the gatcs, adnnttLd him within the walls.

The Christian garrison was too 'few in number to contend
for the possession of the town, They retreated to the citadel
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and shut themselves up within its massive walls, which were
considergd impregnable. Here they maintained a desperato
defence, hoping to hold out until succour should arrive from
the neighbouying fortresses.

* @ The tidings that Salobrefia was invested by the Moorisht
king, spread along the sea coast, and filled the Christians
with alarm.  Don Francisco Knriques, uncle of the king,
commanded the city of ¥elez Malaga, about twelve leaguas
distant; but separated by rumges of those vast rodky moun-
tains which-arc piled aldng'the Mediterranean, and tower in
steep promontories and precipices above its waves. *

Don Francisco summoned the alcaydes of his district to
haster’ with him to the #glicf of this important fortress. A
number of cavaliers and ‘(th('ir retainers answered to his call,
among whom was Fernahdo Perez del Pulgar, surnamed El
de las Hazaiias,” (he of the exploity) the same who had signal- *
ized himself in a foray by elevating a handkerchief ou a lance
for a banner, and leading on his disheartened comrades to
victory. As soon as Don Francisco beheld a little band
collected round him, he sct ont with all speed for Salobreiia.
The march was rugged and severe ; climbing and descending
immense mountains, and sometimes winding along the edge
of giddy precipices, with® the surges of the sea raging far
below. When Don Francisco arrived with his followers at
the lofty promontory that stretches along onc side of the
little vega of Salobreiia, Iig looked down with sorrow and
anxiety upon a Moorish army of great force encamped at the
foot of the fortress ; while Moorish banners on various parts
of the wall showed that the town was already in possessiof of
the infidels. A solifary Christian standard alofc floated on
the top of the castle keep, indicating that the brave garrison
were hemmed up in their rock-built eitadel.

Don Francisco found it smpossible, with his small force, to
make any impression on the eamp of the Moors, or to get to
the relief of the castle. He statjoned his litthe band upon a
rocky height near the sea, where they were safe from the
agsaults of the enemy. The sight o# his fricudly banner
waving in their ncighbourhosd cheereds the heart of the
garrison, agd he conveyed to them assurance of ‘speedy
succour from the king. JIn the meantime, Fernando Perez
del Pulgar, who always bufned to distinguish himself by bold
and striking exploits, in the course of a prowking expgdition
along the borders of the Moorish camp, remarked a postern
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gate of the castle opening upon the steep part of the rocky
hill, which looked towards the mountains. A sudden thought
flashed upon the daring mind of Pulgar.. “ Who wiil follaw
my banner,” said he, ““ and make a dash for yonder postern?”
A bold-proposition, in time of warfare, never wants for bold,
Spirits to accept it. Seventy resolutc men immediately
stepped forward.  Pulgar put himself at their head. They
ent their way suddenly through a aveak part of the camp,
fought up to the gate, which svas eagerly’ thrown open to
reccive them, and suceceded in cffeeting their entrance. into
thy fortress before the alarm of their attempt had spreagd
through the Moorish army.

The garrison was roused to new spivit by this unlooked-for
reinforcement, and werc cnabled to make a more vigorous.
rosistance. ‘The Mdors had intelligénce. however, that there
was a great scarcity of water in the castle ; and'they cxulted
in the idea that this additional number of warriors would
soon exhaust the cisterns, and compel them to surrender.
YWhen Pulgar heard of this hope cntertained by the enemy,
he caused a bucket of water to be lowered from the battle-
ments, and threw a silver cup in bravado to the Moors.

The situation of the garrison, however, was daily growing
morc and more critical. They suffered greatly from thirst;
while, to tantalize them in their sufferings,. they beheld
limpid streams winding in abundance through the green plain
below them. They began to fear that all succour would
arrive too late, when one day they beheld a little squadron of
vessels far at sca, but standing towards the shore. There
wass some doubt at first whether it might not be a hostile
armament frém Africa; but, as it approached, they descried,
to their great joy, the banner of Castile.

It was a reinforccinent;, brought in all haste by the governor
of the fortress, Don Francisco «(Ramirez. The squadron
anchored at a steep rocky island, which rises from the very
margin of the smooth sandy beach, directly in frout of the
rock of Salobreiia, and stretches out into the sea. On this
island Ramirez landed his men, and was as strongly posted as
if in a fortress. His force wasetpo scanty to attempt a battle;
but he assisted to hirass and distract the bescigers. When-
cver king Boabdil made an attack upon the. fortress, his camp
wag assailed, on one side by the troops of Ramirez, who
landed, from their island, and, on another, by those of Don
Francisco Enriques, who swept down from their rock; while
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Fernando del Pulgar kept up a fierce defence from cvery
tower ond battlement of the castle. The attention of the
Moorish king was diverted, -also, for a time, by an ineffectual
attempt to felieve the little port of Adra, that had recently
déclared in his favour, but had been recaptured for the Chrid-
tians by Cidi Yahye and his son Alnayer. Thus the unlucky,
Boabdil, bewildered on every hand, lost all the advantage that
he had gained by his rapid march from Granada, While he wgs
yet hesteging the obstinate cigadel, tidings were braught him,
that King Ferdinand wasg in’full march, with a powerful host,
ta its ussistanec. There was no time for further delay. Me
made a furious attack. with all his forces, upon the castle, but
was dgain rcpulsed by Pulgar and his coadjutors; when,

-abandoning the siege i despair, he retreated with his army,

lest King Ferdinand shoald get between®him and his capital.

On his way back to Granada, however, he in some sort conv ¢
soled himself for his late disappointment, by overrunning a

part of the territorics and possessions lately assigned to his

uncle Kl Zagal, and to Cidi Yahye. Ile defeated their al-

caydes, destroyed several of their fortresses, burnt their

villages; and, leaving the country behind him, recking and

smoking with his vengeance, returned; with considerable

booty, to repose himsclf within the walls of the Alhambra.

: CHAPTER LXXXVIII.

Scarorny had Boabdil “ensconced himsclf in his capital,
when King Ferdinand, at the head of seven thousand horse,
and twenty thousand foot, again appeared in the vega. Ile
had set out in all haste from Cordova, to the relief of Salo-
breiia; but hearing on his march, that the sicge was raised, he
turned with his army, to make a second ravage round the
walls of dgvoted Granada. «1lis present forage lasted fifteen
days, in the course of whicheeverything that had escaped his
former desolating visit was so completely destroyed, that
searcely a green thing, or a livipg animal, was left on the fuce
of the land. The Moors sallicd frequently, and fought despe-
rately in defence of their fielde; but the ework of destructgon
was accomplished, and Granada, once tht queen of gardeus,
was left surrounded by a desert.

From hence Ferdinanddmarched to crush a conspiracy;
which had lately manifested itself in the citics of Guadix,
Baza and Almerin. These recently conquered places had
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entered into seeret correspondence with King Boabdil, inviting
him to march to their gates, promising to risec upon the
Christian garrisons, seize upon the citadels, and surrender
themselves_into: his power. The Marquis oft Villena had
receivéd notice of the conspiracy, and suddenly thrown hiwi-

, self. with a large force, into Gandix. Under pretence of
Jnaking a review of the inhabitants, he made them sally forth
jmto the fields before the city. ™When the whole Moorish
population, capable of bearing: arms, was thus without the
walls. he ordered the gates to bé closed. He then permitted
them to enter two by two. and three by three, and to take
forth their wives and children, und cffects. The houseless
Moors were fain to make themselvesytemporary hovels; in the
gardens and orchards about the city:  They were clamorous in
their complaints at being thus excluded from their homes ; but
were told, they must wait with paticnee, until the charges
against them could be investigated, and the pleasure of the
king be known.®

When Ferdinand arrived at Guadix, he found the nmhappy
Moors in their cabins, among the orchards. They complained
bitterly of the deception that had been practised upon them,
and implored permission to return into the city, and live
peaceably in their dwellings, as'had been promised them in
their articles of capitulation.

King Ferdinand listened graciously to their complaints.
“ My friends,” said he, in reply, £ I am informed, that there

+has been a conspiracy among you, to kill my aleayde and
garrison, and 1o take part with my enemy, the King of Gra-
nada. I shall make a thorough investigation of this conspi-
racy. Those among you, who shall be proved innocent, shall
be restored to their dwellings: but the guilty shall incur the
penalty of their offences.  As 1.wish, however, to proceed
with erey as well as justice, d now give you your choice,
either to depart at once. without further question, going wher-
ever you plea-e, and taking with you your families and cffects,
under an assurance of safcty. or to deliver up those who are
guilty; not one of whom, I give you my word, shall escape
pumishment.” © "

When the people of Guadix heard thix, thry communed
amoung themselves, “ and, as most of them,” says the worthy
Agapida, * were either culpable, Lr feared to be considered so,’
they receptedsthe alternative, and departed sorrowfully, they,

¥ _Zurita, lib. xx..cap. 85. Cura de los Talacios, cap. 97.
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and their wives, and their little ones.” * Thus,” in the words
of that excellent and contemporary historian, Andres Bernaldes,
commonly called the Curate of Los Palacios, “thus did the
king deliver (Guadix from the hands of the enemies of our hol:
f%ith, after seven hundred and seventy years, that'it had be

in their posscssion, even since the time of Roderick the Goth ;,
and this was one of the mysteries of our Lord, who would not
consent that the city should remain longer in power of the
Mooys.s* A piout and sage rgmark, which is quoted with pe-
culiar approbation by the worthy Agapida.

» King Ferdinand offcred similar alternatives to the Moors®of
Baza, Almeria, and other citics, accused of participation in
this conspiracy ; who generally preferred to abandon their
homes, rather than ineur the risk of an invcstigatior}. Most
of them relinquished Spain, as a country®where they could no
longer live it decurity @nd independence, and departed with ®
their families for Africa; such as remdined were suffered to
live in villages and hamlets and other unwalled places.®

While Ferdinand was thus occupied at Gaudix, dispensing jus-
tice and merey, and receiving citics in exchauge, the old
monarch, Muley Abdallah, surnamed El Zagal, appeared before
him. Ilc was haggard with care. und almost crazed with passion.
He had found his little territory of Andarax, and his two
thousand subjects, as difficult to govern as had been the dis-
tracted kingdom of Granada. The charm, which had bound
the Moors to him, was broken, when he appeared in arms
under the banner of Ferdinand! Ile had returned from his
inglorjous campaign, with his petty army of two hundred men,
followed by the exceratiohs of the people of Granada, and the
seeret repining of those he had led into the ficld. Yo sooner had
his subjeets heard of the successes of Boabdil el ‘Chico, than they
scized their arms, assecmbled tumultuows] ¥» declared for the young
monarch, threatening the life of Fl Zagal.t The unfortunate
old king had with difficulty qvaded their fury; and this last
lesson seemed entircly to have cured him of shis passion for
sovereignty. e now entreated Ferdinand to purchase the
towns and castles, and other possesstons, which had heen
granted to him; offering them at a lows rate, and begg';ng
safe passagg, for himself and his followefs, to Africa. King
Ferdinand graciously complicd with his wishes. e purchased

¥ Qaribay, lib. xiii. cap. 49, o Pulgar, lib, iii, cap. 132,

+ Cura de los DalaCios, cap. 97. o R
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of him three and twenty towns and villages, in the valleys of
Andarax and Alhauren, for which he gave him five millions of
maravedis. Kl Zagal relinquished his right to one half of the
salinas, or saltpits, of Maleha, in favour of his I other-m-law,
Cidi Yuhye. Having thus disposed of his petty empire ard
. possessions, he packed up all his treasure, of which he had a
great amount, and, followed by many Moorish families, passed
ever to Africa.®

And here let us cast an eyc-bey ond the present period of
our chronicle, and trace the remaining carcer of El Zagal.
His short and turbulent reign, and dlS'lStl‘OllS end, would
afford a wholesome lesson to unprmupled ambition, were not
all ambition of the kind fated to de blind to precept and
example. When he arrived in Africa, instead of mecting
with kindness and ‘sympathy, he was seized and thrown in
prison by the King of Fez, as though he had been-bis vassal.
He was nccused of being the cause of the dissensions and
downfal of the kingdom of Granada, and the accusation being
proved to the satisfaction of the King of Fez, he condemned
the unhappy El Zagal to perpetual darkness. A basin of
glowing copper was passed before his eyes, which effectually
destroyed his sight. His wealth, which had probably been
the secret cause of these cruel mcasures, was confiscated and
seized upon by his oppressor, and El Zagal was thrust forth,
. blind, helpless, and destitute, upon the world. In this wret-
“ched condmon, the late Moorish monarch groped his way
through the regions of Tingitania, until he reached the city of
Velez de Gomera.  'The King of Velez had formerly been his
ally, and felt some movement of compassion at his present
altered and ‘abject state. Ile gave him food and raiment, and
suffcred him to remain unmolested in his dominions. Death,
which so often hurries off the prosperous and happy from the
midst of untasted pleasures, sparcs, on the other hand, the
miserable,!to drain the last drop of his cup of bitterness. El
Zagal dragged out a wretched existence of many years; in the
city of Velez.  He wandcred . about, blind and disconsolate,
an object of mingled’scorn and pity, and bearing above his
raiment a parchment on which was written in Arabie,
“This is the unfortunate King of Andalusia.”

* Conde, part iv. cap. 41.

*+ Marmol de Robelione Maur. lib. Y. cap. 16. Pedraza Hist. Granat.
p. iii. cap. 4. “Quarcz, Hist. de Obupados de Guadiz y Baza, cap. 10,
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. CHAPTER LXXXIX.

“Iow is thy strength departed, oh Granada! how is thy
beauty withe§ed and despoiled, oh city of groves aud foun.
Stains! The commerce, thatronce thronged thy strecte), is at
an end ; the merchant no longer hastens to thy gates, with,
the luxurias of foreign lands. The cities, which once paid,
. thee tiibute, are wrested drom thy sway ; the chivalry, which
filled, the" vivarranibla with the sumptuous pageantre of war,
have fallen’ in. many battles. The Alhambra still rears its
ryddy towers from the midst of groves; but melancholy
_reigng in its marble halls, and the monarch looks down form
his lofty 'balconies upan a mnaked waste, wherc once had
extended the Llooming glories of the vega !” .

Such is the lament of the Moorish writérs, over the lament..
able state of Lifanada, which remained a mere phantom of its '
former greatness. The two ravages of the vega, following so
closely upon, each other, had swept off all the produce.of the
year, and the husbandman had no longer the heart to till the
ficld, sceing that the ripenming harvest only brought the
spoiler to his door.

During the winter season, King Ferdinand made diligent
preparations for the last campaign, that was to deeide the
fate of Granada.  As this war was waged purely for the pro-
motion of the Christian faith, he thought it mect its cnemyj
should bear the expenses. e levied, therefore, a gcr];ﬁ -
contribution upon all the Jews throughout his kingdom, by
synagqgues and distriets, and obliged them to render in the
proceeds at the city of Seville.®

On the 11th of April, Ferdinand and Isabella®departed for
the Moorish frontier, with the solemn determination to lay
close siege to Granada, and never to fuit its walls until they
had planted the standard of the faith on the towers of the
Alhambra. Many of the nobles of the kingdom, particularly
those 4rom the parts remote from the scene of action, wearied
by the toils of war, and forcseeing, that this would be a
tedious siege, requiring patience and vigilance, rather than
hardy deeds of arms, were eontented.with sending thgir
vassals, whilg thoy staid at home themsélves, to attend to
their domains. Many cities furnish ed soldiers at their cost,
and the king took the ficld dvith an army of forty thousand

. * Qaribay, lib. viii. cap. 39, .
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infantry, and ten thousand horse. The principal captains,
who followed him in this campaign, were Roderigo Ponce de
Leon, the Marquis of Cadiz, the master of Santiago, the Mar-
quis of Villena, the counts of Tendilla, C1fuent¢s, Cabra, and
Ureiia? and Don Alonzo de Aguilar.

Queen I%abella, accompamcd by her son, the Prince Juan,
and by the princesses Juana, Maria, and Cathalina, her
daughters, procecded to Aleala la Real, the mountain fortress
and strong-hold of the Count de-Tendilla. 1lere she romained,
to forw ard supplies to the army, aud to be ready to repair to
the camp, whenever her presence might be required.

The army of Ferdinand poured into the vega, by various
defiles of the mountains, and on the 23rd of April the royal
tent was pitched at a village called los Ojos de Huescar,
about a league and™ half from Granada. At the approach of
this formidable force, the harassed sinhabitams turncd pale,
and even many of the warriors trembled, for they felt, that the
last desperate ‘str uggle was at hand.

Boabdil el Chico asselbled his ccuncil in the Alhambra,
from the windows of which they could behold the Christian
squadrons, glistening through clouds of dust, as they poured
along the vega. 'fhe utmost confusion and consternation
reigned in the council.  Many of the members, terrified with
the horrors impending over their fawmilies, advised Boabdil to
(throw himself upon the generosity of the Christian monareh ;

cven several of the Lravest suggested the possibility of obtain.
ing honourable terms.

The wazir of the city, Abul Casim Abdelmelic, wag called
upon to report the state of the public means, for sustenance
and defence?  There were sufficient provisions, he said, for a
few months’ sipply, independent of what might exist in the
possession of merchants, and othex rich inhabitants.  “ But of
what avail,” said he, “is a temporary provision against the
sieges of the Castilian ménar cls, which arc interminable »” |

He produced, also, the lists of men capable of bearing
arms. *The number.” said Jhe, “is great; but what can be
expected from mere &itizen soldiers They vaunt and menace
in time of safety. ¢ None are g0 arrogant when the enemy is
at a distance; but when the din of war thunders at their
gates, they hlde themselves in terror.” -

4 When Muza heard these werds, he rose with generous -
" M«®ath., «What reason’ have we,” said he, “to despair?
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The blood of those illustrious Moors, the ancient conqucrors
of Spain, still flows in our veins. Letus be true to ourselves,
and forthne will again be with us. We have a veteran force,
both horse a'd foot, the flower of our chivalry; secasoned in
.wgar, and scarred in a thousand battles. As to the multitud8
of our citizens, spoken of so slightly, why should we doubt
their valoyr? There are twenty thousand young men, in the
fire of youth, for whom § will engage, that, in the defence of
their homes, they*will rival the most hardy veterans Do we
want provisiops ? Our homses are fleet, and our horsemen daring
ip foray. Let them scour and scourge the country of those
apostate Moslems, who have surrendered to the Christians.
Let them make inroads jnto the lands of our encmies. We
shall soon sce them returning with cavalgadas to our gates;
and to a soldier, there 1s no morsel so swect as that “wrested
with hard fighting from.the foe.” .

Boabdil el Chico, though he wantdd firm and durable
courage, was readily cxcited to sudden emotions of bravery.
He canght a glow of resolution from the noble ardour of
Muza. ‘Do what is needful,” said he to his commanders <
“into your hands I confide the common safety. You arc the
protectors of the kingdom ; and, with thé aid of Alluh, will
revenge the insults of our rcligion, the deaths of our friends
and relations,, and the sorrows and sufferings heaped upon
our land.”*

To cvery one was now assigned his separatc duty. TiH&<
wazir had charge of the atms and provisions, and the en-
rolling of the people. Muza was to command the cavalry, to
defen§ the gates, and %o take the lead in all sallics and
skirmishes. Naim Reduan and Mohammed ®Aben Zayda
were his adjutants ; "Abdel Kerim Zegri, and” the other cap-
tains, were to guard thg walls; and the alcaydes of the
alcazaba, and of the red towers, had command of the for-
tresscs. .

Nothing now was heard but the din of arms,.and the bustle
of preparation. The Moorish spirit, quick to catch fire, was
immediately in a flame ; and the populace, in the excitement
of the moment, set at naughtethe poweg of the Christians.
Muza was in, all parts of the city, infusing’ his own generdus
zeal into, the bosoms of the soldiery. The young cavaliers
rallied round him as their gmodel ;, the veteran warriors re-

* Conde. .
. Y 2
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garded him with a soldier's admiration: the vulgar throng
followed him with shouts ; and the helpless part of the inha-
bitants, the old men and the women, hailed him wifh bless-
ings as their protector. i
¢ On the first appearance of the Christian army, the principnl
gates of the city had been closed, and securcd with bars, and
*bolts, and heavy chains, Muza now ordercd them to be
tprown opén. “To me and my pavaliers,” said he, *“is
intrusted ghe defence of the gatgs: our bodies shall be their
barriers.” Te stationed at cach ga'e a strong guard, chosen
from his bravest men. His horsemen were always com-
pletely armed, and ready to mount at a moment’s warning.
Their steeds stood saddled and caparisoned in the stables,
with lance and buckler beside them. On the least approach
of the cnemy, a squidron of horse gathered within the gate,
ready to dart forth like the bolt from the thunder cloud.
Muza made no cmpty bravado, or haughty threat: he was
more terrible in deeds than in words: and exccuted daring
exploits, beyond even the vaunt of the vainglorious. Such
was the present champion of the Moors. ITad they possessed
many such warriors, or had Muza risen to power at an carlier
period of the war, the fate of Granada might have been
deferred, and the Moor, for a long - time, have maintained his
throne within the walls of the Alhambra.

CHAPTER XC.

Taoven Granada was shorn of its glorics, and ‘nearly
cut off fron all external aid, still its mighty castles and
massive bulwarks seemed to set all attack at defiance. Being
the last retrcat of Moorish power, it had assembled within its
walls the remnants of the armies that had contended, step by
step, with the invaders, ih their gradual conquest of the land.
All that remgined of high horn and high bred chivaluy was
here.  All that was loyal And patriotic was roused to activity
by the common dangeor; and Granada that had so long been
lulled into inaction, by vain hepes of sccurity, now assumed a
formidable aspect sn the hour of its despair.

Ferdinand saw, that any attempt to subdue the city by

*main force would be perilousand blpody. Cautious inhis policy,
and ft?'nd of cqnquests gaintd by art rather than by valour, he
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resorted to the plan, which had been so successful with Baza,
and determined to reduce the place by famine. For this pur-
pose, his argies penctrated into the very heart of the Alpux-
_arras; and ravaged the valleys, and sacked and-burned the
owns upon which the city depended for its supplies. Scout-
ing parties, also, ranged the mountains behind Granada, and*
captured every casual convoy of provisions. The Moors bes
came more daring as their situation became more, hopeless.
Never had Ferdinand expericheed such vigorous sallies and
assaults. Muza, al the head of his cavalry, harrassed the
Borders of the camp, and cven penetrated inte the interior,
making sudden spoil and ravage, and leaving his course to be
traced by the wounded &nd slain.  To protect his camp from
these assaults, Ferdinand fortified it wish deep trenehes and
strong bulwarhs. It was of a quadrangular form, divided .
into strects, like a city, the troops beimg quartered in tents,
and in booths, constructed of bushes and branches of trees.
‘When it was completed, Queen Isabella eame in state, with
all her court, aud the prince and princesses, to be present at
the siege. This was intended, as on former occasions, to re-
duce the besicged to despair, by showing the determination
of the sovercigus to residp in the camp until the city should
surrender.  Immediately after her arrival, the qucen rode
forth, to survey the camp and its environs. Wherever she
went, she'was attended by a splendid retinuc; and all ®:. «
commanders vied with eacR other in the pomp and cercuony
with which they received her.  Nothing was heard from
mornig until night but shouts and acclamations, and bursts of
martial music ; so that it appeared to the Moorg as if a con-
tinual festival and triumph reigned in the Christian camp.

The arrival of the queen, howeveg, and the menaced obsti-
nacy of the sicge, had nb effect in damping the fire of the
Moorish chivalry. Muza ilispired the youthful warriors with
the most devoted heroism. ** We have nothipg left to fight
for,” said he, “ but the ground we stand on: when this is
lost, we cease to have a country and a game.”

Finding the Christian king, forebore to make an attack,
Muza incited his cavaliers to challenge the youthful chivatry
of the Chriftian army to single combat, or partial skirmishes.
Scarcely a day passed without gallant conflicts of the kind, ire
sight of the city and the camp. 'Ffie combatants rivalled each
other in the splendour of their armour and array, asvell as
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in the prowess of their dceds. Their contests were more like
the stately ceremonials of tilts and tournaments, than the
rude combats of the ficld. -Ferdinand soon pyrceived that
they apimated the fiery Moors with fresh zcal and courage, ,
while they cost the lives of many of his bravest cavalicrs : he
»again, therefore, forbade the acceptance of any individual
challenges ; and ordered that all partial encounters should be
avoided. | The cool and stern policy of the Catholic sovereiga
bore hard upon the gencrous’ spirits of cither army; but
roused the indignation of the Moors, when they found they
were 1o be subdued in this inglorious manner. ¢ Of what
avail.” said they, “1is chivalry and heroic valour ? the,crafty
monarch of the Christians has no magnanimity in warfare :
he seeks to subdue vs through the weakness of our bodies, but

12

shuns to encounter the courage of our souls!

CHAPTER XCL

WHEN the Moorish knights beheld, that all courteous
challenges were unavailing, they sought various mcans to
provoke the Christian warriors to the field. Sometimes a
body of them, flectly mounted, would gallop up to the skirts
of the camp. and try who should hurl his lancc farthest
within the barriers; leaving his name inscribed on it, or &

wde? 2l affixed to it, containing some taunting defiance. These
bravadocs caused great irritation ; but still the Spanish war-
riors were restrained by the prohibition of the king.

Amoug the Moorish cavaliers was one named Tarfe, re-
nowned for bis great strength and daring spirit; but whose
courage partook of fierce audacity rather than chivalrie he-
roism. [n one of thesc sallics, when they were skirting the
Christian camp, this arrogant Moor outstripped his com-
panions, overleaped the barriers,” and galloping close to the
royal quarters, lanched his lance so far within, that it re-
mained quivering in the earth, close by the pavilions of the
sovereigns. The royal guards rushed forth in pursuit; but
the Moorish horsemen were alrcady beyond the camp, and
sevuring in a cloud of dust for the city. Upon wresting the
lance from the earth, a label was found upon it, importing
othat it was intended for the queen, )

Nothing could equal thi»indignation of the Christian war-
riors ut the insolence of the bravado, when they heard to
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whom the discourteous insult was offered. Fernando Perez
del Pulgar, surnamed * he of the exploits,” was present, and
resolved not_ to be. outbraved by his daring infidel. * Who
will stand Ly me,” said he, “in an enterprise of desperate
Vgeril?”  The Christian cavaliers well knew the harcBrained
valour of del Pulgar ; yet not onc hesitated to step forward.,
He chose fiftcen companions, all men of powerful arm and
dauntless heart. In the dead of thenight he led them forth from
the eamp, and approached thescity cautiously until hebarrived at
apostern gate, which operfed ipon the Darro, and was guarded by
footsoldiers. Thegnards, little thinking of such anunwonted ahd
partialattack, were for the most partasleep. Thegatewasforced,
and a confused and chance-medley skirmish cnsucd. Fer-
nando del Pulgar stopped not to take part in thg affray.
Putting spugs to his horse, he galloped furiously through the
streets, striking firc out of the stones at every bound.
Arrived at the principal mosque, be sprang from his horse,
and, kneeling at the portal, took possession of the edifice as
a Christian chapel, dedicating it to the blessed Virgin. In
testimony of the ceremony, he took a tablet, which he had
brought with him, on which was inscriped in large letters,
“ Ave Maria,” and nailed it to the door of the mosque with
his dagger. This done, e remounted his steed, and galloped
back to the gate; the alarm had been given; the city was in
an uproan; soldiers were gathering from every direction;
they were astonished at seging g Christian warrior spccalﬁ'g'
from the interior of the city.  Fernando del Pulgar, overturn-
ing seme, and cutting dgwn others, rejoined his companions,
who still maintained possession of the gate bz dint of hard
fighting, and they all made good their retreat®to the camp.
The Moors were at a loss to conjecture the meaning of this
wild and apparently fruitless assanlt®; but great was their ex-
asperatioy, when on the dollowing day they discovered the
trophy of hardihood and prowess, the Avs Marra, thus
clevated in the very centre of the city. The mosque, thus
boldly sanctified by Fernandp del Pulgar, was cventually,
after the capture of Granada, converlell into a cathedral *
[ .

* In commgemoration of this daring feat, tﬁe Emperor Charlef V.,
in after years, conferred on Pulgar and his descendants the right of se-
pulture 1n that church, and the privileges of sitling in the choir during
high mass, This Fernando Hercz delPulgar was a man of letters, as
well as arms; and inscribed to Charles V. a summay of thq achieve-
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CITAPTER XCII. ,

THE royal cncampment lay at such a distance from Gra-
nada, that the general aspect of the eity only ¢ uld be scen,
as it rdse o-racotu]ly from the vegu, covering the sides of the’
_hills with pnlaces and towers.  Queen Isabella had expressed
“an earnest desire to behold, nearer at hand, a place, the
beauty of which was so renowned tluoutrhout the world;
and the Marquis of Cadiz, with his accustomed courbeav, pre-
pared a great military escort and guard, to protcet his consort
aitd the ladies of the court, while they enjoyed this perilous
gratification.

It was on the morning after the cvant recorded in the pre-
cediug chapter, that a m.mmﬁccnt and powerful train issued
forth from the Christian camp. The advanced guard was
composed of legions of cavalry, heavily armed, that looked
like moving masscs of polished stecl.  Then came the king and
queen, with the prince and princesses, and the ladies of the
court, surrounded by the royal body guard, sumptuously
arrayed, composed of the sons of the most illustrious houses
of Spain. After these was the rear guard, composed of a
powerful foree of horsc and foot ; for the flower of the army
sallied forth that day. The Moors gazed with fearful admi-
ration at this glorious pageant, wherein the pomp of the
_court was mingled with the terrors of the camp. . It moved
alontr in a l'admnt line QISR the vega, to the melodious
thunders of martial music ; ; while lnnuu-, and plume, and
silken scarf, and rich brocade, gave p gay and gorgeous.relief
to the grim visage of iron war that lurked beneath.

The army fhoved towards the hamlet of Zubia, built on the
skirts ¢f the mountains, to the left of Granada, and command-
ing a view of the Alhanibra, and the most beautiful quarter
of the city. As they approached the hamlet, the Marquis of
Villena, the Count Urefia, and (Don Alonzo de Aguilar, filed
off with their battalions, angd were soon scen ghttcrmg along
the side of the mountain abovg, the village. In the meantime,
the Marquis of Cadiz, the Lount de 'l‘cndlll.t, the Count de

ments of Gonaalvo of dordova, surna.med the Great Captain, who had
been one of his comrades in arms, He is often confounded with Fer-
nando del Pulgar, historian and scerctary 1o Quecn Isabella. ‘Sce note
to Pulgar’s Chron, of the Catholic Sov.reigns, part iii, cap. 3. Edit.
Valencia, 1780, .
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Cabra, and Don Alonzo Fernandez, senior of Alcandrete and
Montemayor, drew up their forces in battle array on the
plain bclow'the hamlet, presenting a living barrier of loyal
chivalry, between the sovercigns and the city. Thus securely

\ guarded, the royal party tlighted,-and entering one’of the
houses of the hamlet, which had been prepared for their re-,
ception, chjoyed a full view of the city from its terraced roof,
The ladies of the court sgazed with delight at the red towers
of the*Alhambra; rising frone amidst shady groves, fmticipat-
ing the time when the Catholic sovercigns should be enthroned
within its walls, and its courts shine with the splendour of
Spanish chivalry. *The reverend prelates and holy friars,
who always surrounded ¢he queen, Iooked with serene’ satis-
faction,” "says Vray Antonio Agapida, *at this ;modern
Babylon ; cpjoying the trimmph that awaited them, when
these mosques and minarets should, be converted into
churches, and goodly priests and bishops should succeed to
the infidel alfaquis.”

When the Moors beheld the Christians thas drawn forth
in full array in the plain, they supposed it was to offer them
battle, and they hesitated not to aceept if. In a little while,
the queen belicld a body of Moorish cavalry pouring into the
vega, the riders mamging their flect and fiery steeds with
admirable address. They were richly armned, and clothed in
the most hrilliant colours, and the capariggasof their stgeds
flamed with gold and emproidgry. This was the favourite
squadron of Muza, composed of the flower of the youthful
cavaligrs of Granada : otljcrs succeeded ; some heavily armed,
some & la geneta, with lance and buckler, and lastly came the
legions of foot soldjers, with arquebuse and c"ossbow, and
spear and cimeter.

‘When the queen saw the army isSuing from the city, she
sent to thg Marquis of Cadiz, and forbade any attack upon
the enemy, or the acceptance of any challenge to a skirmish ;
for sltc was loth that her curiosity should cost the life of a
single human being. .

The marquis promised to obey, thodgh sorcly against his
will ; and it gricved the epirit ®f the Spamish cavaliers to, fc
obliged to remain with sheathed swords, while bearded by
the foe. « The Moors could not comprehend the meaning of,
this inaction of the Christizhs, aften having apparently invited
a battle. They sallied several times from their ranky, and
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approached near cnough to discharge their arrows, hut the
Christians were immovable. Many of the Moorish horsemen
galloped close to the Christian ranks, brandishing their lances
and cimeters, and defying various cavaliers to singlc combat:
but King Ferdinand had rigorously prohibited all ducls of”

- the kind, and they dared not trangress his orders under his
very cye. )

* While this grim and rcluetant traftquillity prevailed along
the Christian hine. therc rosc a*mingled shout and sound of
laughter, ncar the gate of the city. A Moorish horseman,
armed at all points, issucd forth, followed by a rabble, whko
drew back as he approached the seene of danger.  The Moor
was morc robust and brawny thar was common with his
countrymen. His vise. vas closed; he bore a large buckler
and ponderous lance ; his cimeter was of a Damascus blade,
and his richly-ornamented dagger was wrought by an artificer
of Fez. He was known by his device to be Tarfe, the most
insolent, yet valiant, of the Moslem warriors ; the same who
had hurled into the royal camp his lance, inscribed to the
quecn. As he rode slowly along in front of the army; his
very steed, prancing with fiery cye and distending nostril,
seemed to breathe defiance to the Christians.  But what were
the feelings of the Spanish cavalicrs, when they beheld, tied
to the tail of his steed, and dragged in the dust, the very

JApgeription, Aves Maria, which Fernando Perez del Pulgar
had affixed to the door of the mwosque! A burst of horror
and indignation broke forth from the army. Fernando del
Pulgar was not at hand to maintain.his previous achicvement,
but one of his young companions in arms, Garcilasso de la
Vega by name, putting spurs to his borse, galloped to the
hamlet of Zubia, threw himself on his knces before the king,
and besought permission to accept the defiance of this insolent
infidel, and to revenge the insult éffered to our blessed Lady.
The request was too pious to besefused: Garcilasso remounted
his steed ; he*closed his holmet, graced by foursable plimes ;
grasped his buckler, of HRlemish workmanship, and his
lance of matchless temper, and defied the haughty Moor in the
midst of his carcer{ A combst took place, in view of the two
armies, and of the Castilian court. The Moor was powerful

.in wielding his weapons, and dexterous in managing his
steed. He was of largee framevthan Gareilasso, and more
completely atmed; and the Christians trembled for their
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champion. The shock of their encounter was dreadful; their
lances were shivered, and sent up splinters in the air. Gar-
cilasso was fhrown back in the saddle, and his horse made a
wide carecr before he could recover his position, gather up
the reins, and return to the conflict. They now encountered
each othey with swords. The Moor circled round his oppo-
nent as a hawk circles when about to make a swoop; his
Arabian steed obeyed his rider with matchless quickness ; at
every attack of the infidel, it-Scemed as if the Christian knight
must sink beneath his flashing cimeter. But if Garcilasso
were inferior to him in power, he was superior in agility ;
many of his blows he parried, others he received on his
Flemish buckler, whicK was proof against the Damascus
blade. The blood streamed from numeraus wounds, teceived
by either wmarrior. The Moor, seeing his antagonist ex-
hausted, availed himsclf of his superior forec; and, grap-
pling. endeavoured to wrest him from his saddle. They
both fell to earth; the Moor placed his knee on the breast of
his victim, and, brandishing his dagger, aimed a blow at his
throat. A cry of despair was uttered by the Christian war-
riors, when suddenly they beheld. the Moor rolling lifeless
in the dust! Garcilasso had shortened his sword, and, as his
adversary raised his arm to strike, had picreed him to the
heart. * It was a singular and miraculous victory.” says
Fray Antdnio Agapida; “but the ChrtSAN knighee, .5
armed by the sacred natur® of hs cause, and the holy Virgin
gave hmm strength, like another David, to slay this gigantic
champion of the Gentiless”

The laws of chivalry were observed throughoud the combat;
no one interfered or either side.  Gareilasso. now despoiled
his adversary ; then, rescuing the hyly inscription of “ AvE
Maria” from its degrading situation, he elevated it on the
point of ltis sword, and bore it off as a signal of triumph,
amidst the rapturous shouts of the Christian army.

The sun had now reached the meridian, and the hot blood
of the Moors was inflamed by its rays, and by the sight of
the defcat of their champion., Muza ordered,two pieces of
ordnance to open a fire upon the Christians. A confuswon
was produced in onc part of their ranks. Muza called' the
chiefs of the army :—* Let us waste no more time in empty
challenges, let us charge ‘upou tite cnemy : he who assaults
has always an advantage in the combat.” "So sayitig, he



324 THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

rushed forward, followed by a large body of horse and foot,

and charged so furiously upon the advance guard of the

Christians, that he drove 1t upon the battalion of the Marquis

«of Cadiz. -The gallant marquis now considered himself a}--
solved from all further obedience to the queen’s commands.

e gave the sigunal to attack. ¢ Santiago!” was shouted

«along the line, and he pressed forward to the cacounter,

with lis battalion of twelve hundred lances. The other

cavaliers followed his example, and the battle instantly became

general. '

When the king and queen heheld the armies thus rushing
to the combat, they threw themsclves on their knees, and
implored the Holy Virgin to proteet her faithful warriors.
The prince and princess, the ladies of the court, and the
prelates and friars who were present, did tls same; and
the cffect of the preyers of these illustrious and sainily per-
sons was immediately apparent.  The fierceness with which
the Moors had rushed to the attack was suddenly cooled ;
they were bold and adroit for a skirmish, but unequal to the
weteran Spaniards in the open field. A panie seized upon
the foot soldicrs ; they twrned, and took to flight.  Muza and
his cavaliers in vain endeavoured to rally them. Some sought
refuge in the mountains; but the greater part fled to the
city, in such confusien, that they overturned and trampled
wpaaeh ot wThe Christians pursued them'to the very
gates.  Upwards of two tkousartd were killed, wounded, or
taken prisoners, and the two picces of ordnance were brought
off, as trophies of the victory. Not a Christian lance But was
bathed that day in the blood of an infidel.*

Such was the brief but sanguinary action which was known
among the Christian warriors by the name of the Queen’s
Skirmish ; for when the Marquis ‘of Cadiz waited upon her
‘majesty to apologise for breaking her commands, hé atiributed
the vietory entircly to her prtsence. The queen, however,
insisted that all was owing to her troops being l¢d on by so
valiant a commandey;, Her majesty had not yet recovered
from her agitation at beholding so terrible a scene of blood-
sked, thowgh certan veterans present pronounced it as gay
and gentle a fight ag-they had ever witnessed. *

+  To commemorate this victory, the quecn afterwards crected -
a monastery in the village of Znoia, dedicated to St. Fran-
¢ * Cura de los Palacios.
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" cisco, whith still exists, and in its garden is a laurel planted
by the hands of her majesty.*

CIIAPTER XCIIL

~ "THE ravages of war had as yet spared a little portion of the
vega of Granada. A green belt of gardens and orchards still
flourished round the city, extending along the banks of the’$
Xeni] apd the Dasro. They Kad been the solace and delight
of the inhabitants in their happier days, and contributed to
their sustenance in this time of scarcity. Ferdinand detef-
mined to make a final and exterminating ravage to the very
walls of the city, so tha therc should not remain a single
green thing for the sustenance of man or beast. The ¢vening
of a hot July day shone splendidly upon ¢he Christian camp,
which was h a bustle of prcparation for the nest day's
service, for desperate resistance was cxpetted from the Moors.
The camp made a glorious appearance in the setting sun.
The warriors’ tents of the royal family and the attendant
nobles were adorned with rich hangings, having sumptuous
devices, and with costly furniture, forming, as it were, a little
eity of silk and brocade. where the pinnacles of pavilions of
various gay colours, surmounted with waving standards and
fluttering pengons, might vie with the domes and minarcts of
the capital they were besicging. sm—

In tIl)lc midst of this gaudy motropolis,fﬁ?loﬂy tent of the
queen dominecred over the rest’like a statcly palace. The
Marquis of Cadiz had courteously surrendered his own tent to
the queen. It was the mdst complete and splendid in Chris-
tendom, and had been carried about with him tlffoughout the
war, In the centre fose a stately alfancque, or pavilion, in
Oricntal taste, the rich hangings being supported by columns
of lances, ornamented with partial devices. This centre pa-
vilion, or Silken tower, was gurrodnded by other compart-

* The houso from whence the king and queen contenfplated the battle
is likewise to be seen at the present 1ay. It is in the first strect to the
right on cntering the village from the vega, ind the royal arms are
painted on the ceilings. It is inhahited by a worthy farmer, Francisco
(larcia, who, in showing the house, refuses all compensation with tfe
Spanish pride,%offering, on the contrary, the hospitalitics of his mansion
to the stranger. His children are versed in the old Spanish balladse
about the exploits of Hernando $’erez dely I’ulgar and Garcilasso de la
'Vega' [ .‘
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ments, some of painted linen lined with silk, and alfseparated
from cach other by curtains. It was one of those camp pa-
laces which are raised and demolished in an instant, ‘like the
city of canvas that surrounds them. (

" As the cvening advanced the bustle in the camp subsule(l, Y,
. every one sought repose, preparatory to the next day's toil.
" The king retired early, that he might be up with the crowing
& 'of the cock to head the destroying grmy in person. All stir
of military preparation was hushed in the réyal quarters ; the
very sound of minstrelsy was mute, -and not the tmkhng df a
guitar was to be heard from the tents of the fair lndies of the
court.

The queen had retired to the innermost part of her pavahon,
where she was performing her orisons before a private altar.
Perhaps the peril t which the king might be exposcd#n the
next day's foray inspired her with more than uSual devotion.
While thus at her grayers, she was suddenly aroused by a
glarc of light and wreaths of suffocating smoke. In an instant
the whole tent was in a blaze ; there was a high gusty wind,
which whirled the light flames from tent to teut, and ﬂp(‘cdﬂy
wrapped them all in one conflagration.

Isabella had barely time to save hersclf by instant flight.
Her first thought, on being extricated from her tent, was for
the safety of the king : she rushed to his teut, but the vigilant
Fordinand was ﬂh("‘ldy at the entrance of it. Starting from
béd“on’ the first wirm, and fancying it an assault of the
encmy, he had seized his sw ford ahd buckler, and sallied forth
undressed with his cuirass upon his arm.

The late so gorgeous camp was dow a scene of wild con-
fusion. Thé¢ flames kept spreading from one pavilion to an-
other, glaring upon the rich armour and golden and silver
vessels, which scemed melting in the fervent heat. Many of
the soldiery had erected booths and bowers of branches,
which, being dry, eracklefl and, blazed, and added fo the rapid
conflagration.. The ladies of the court fled, shrieking and
half dressed, from their tents; there was an alarm of drum
and trumpet, and a Gistracted hurry about the camp of men
half armed, ¢

“The Prince Juah had been snatchcd out of bed by an at-
tendant and conveyed to the quarters of the Count de Cabra,
"which were at the entrance of the camp. The loyal count *

immediately stmmoned his people, and those of his cousin,
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Don Aloifbo de Montemayor, and formed a guard round the
tent in which the prince was sheltered.

The idea that this was a stratagem of the Moors soon sub-
gided, but it*was fearcd that they might take advantage of it

pte commence an assault; ¢he Marquis of Cadiz, thefelore,

sallied forth with three thousand horse to check any advance ,
from the eity. As they passed along it was one entire sceng
of hurry and consternatian ; some hastening to their posts at
the callyof drum #nd trumpet, some attempting to %ave rich
effects and glittering armeur) others dragging along terrified
and restive horses. ¢

When they emerged from the camp they found the whole
firmament illumined; the flumes whirled up in long light
spires, and the air was filled with sparks and cinders. A
bright glare was thrown upon the city, fevealing every bat-
tlement and fower, Twrbancd heads weve seen gazing from °
every roof, and armour gleamed along the walls, yet not a
single warrior sallied from the gates. The Moors suspected
some strutagem on the part of the Christians, and kept quietly
within their walls. By degrees the flames expired, the city
faded from sight, all again became dark and quict, and the
Marquis of Cadiz returned with his cavalry to the camp.

*

CITAPTER XCIV.

Wirex fhe day dawned on the Christ4n’ :amp, nof}liﬁglre-
mained of that beautiful asSembldge of stutely pavilions but
heaps of smouldering rubbish, with helms, and corslets, and
other furniture of war, aild masses of melted gold and silver
glittering among the ashes.  The wardrobe of the queen was
entirely destroyed, and there wus an immenst loss in plate,
jewels, costly stuffs, and symptuous #mour of the luxurious
nobles. The fire at first hag been attributed to treachery, but
on investigation it was proved fo b entirely accidental. The
queen, on retiring to her prayers, had ordered her lady in
attendance to remove a light burning near her couch, lest it
should prevent her sleeping; tHrough heedlessness, the taper
was placed in another part of sthe tent, year ‘the hangings,
which, being, blown against it by a gust of wind, intmediately
took fire.,

The wary Ferdinand knew the sanguine temperament of
the Moors, and hastencd to*prevent their deriving confjdence
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from the night's disaster. At break of day the drums and
trumpets sounded to arms, and the Christian army issyed from
among the smoking ruins of their camp in shining squadrons,
with §auntjing banners and bursts of martial melodies, as
though the preceding night had béen a time of high festivim- €
. instead of terror.
. The Moors had beheld the conflagration with wénder and
perplexity. When the day broke, and they looked towards
the Chriflian carap, they saw swothing bui a dark smoking
ass. Their scouts came in with te joyful intelligence that
3‘1(‘ whole camp was a scene of ruin.  Searee bad the tidings
spread throughout the eity, thun they beheld the Christian
army advaneing towards the walls; they considered it b feint
to coveg their desperate situation, and prepare for a retreat.
Boabdil ¢l Chico had one of his impulses of valogr; he deter-
wined to take the fighl in porson, and-to follow up this signal
blow which Allah had inflicted on the enemy.

The Christian army approached close to the eity, and were
laying waste the gardens and orchards, when Boabdil sallied
forth, surrounded by all that was left of the flower and ehivalry
of Granada. There is one place where even the coward be-
comes brave: that sucred spot called home. What, then,
must have Been the valour of the Moors, a people always of
fiery spirit, when the war was thus brought to their thresh-
holdsme ht among the seenes of theig loves and
pleasures, the scenes of thepr infagiey, and the haunts of their
domestic life.  They fought under the eyes of their wives and
children, their old men and their maidens, of all thgt was
helpless and all that was dear to them, for all Granada erowded
on tower and battlement, watching with, trembling heart the
ate of this eventful day.

It was not so mmuclt one battle as a variety of battles.
Lvery garden and orchard became a seene of deadly contest :
cvery inch of ground was diwputed by the Moors with an
agony of grief and valouz. Every inch of ground timt the
Christians advanced they valiantly maintained, but never did
they advance with séverer fighting or greater loss of blood.

oJhe cavah’y of Muza wa8 in cvay part of the field.
Wherevef it came, it gave fresh ardour to the fight. The
« Moorish soldier, fainting with heat, fatigue, and wounds, was |
roused to new life at the apprgpeh of Muza; and cven he,
who day gasping in the agomies of death, turned his face
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towards him, and faintly uttered cheers and blessings as he

The (ﬂxrist'i:ms had by this time gained possession of va-
rjous towers’ near the eity, from whenee they had been gn-
agyed by crosshows and wwquebuses.  The Moors, scattereds
in various actions, were severely pressed.  Boabdil, at the
head of the cavaliers of his guard, displayed the utmost
valour; mingling in the, fight, in various parts of the field,:
and endeavouringe to inspint  the foot soldiers to thg combat.
But the Moorjsh infantrw was never to be depended upon.
In the heat of the action a panic seized upon them.  Thes
fled ; leaving their sovercign exposed, with his handful of
" eavaliors, to an overwhelming foree.  Boabdil was on the
point of falling into the hands of the Christians: when,
wheeling round. with bis followers, theyeall {hrew the veins
on the necks Of their fleet steeds, and took refuge, by dint of
hoof, within the walls of' the city.® .

Muza endeavoured to retrieve the fortune of the field. 1le
threw himsclf before the retreating infantry: calling upon
them to turn, and fight for their homes, their familics, for
cverything that was sacred and dear to them. 1t was all in
vain,  They were totally broken and dismayed, and fled
tumultuously for the gmates  Muza would fain have kept the
field with hus ¢avalry : but this devoted hand, having stood
the brunt of war throughout this desperate campaign, was
fearfully reduced in number, and many Wb G SISO were
erippled and enfeebled by Pheir evounds.  Slowly and relue-
tantly he retreated to the city, his hosom swelling with indig-
nationand despair,  Whett he entered the gates, be ordered
them to be closed, and seeured with bolts andduars ; for he
refused to place any further confidence in the archers and
arquebusicrs, who were stationed toe defend them; and he
vowed never more to sally forth with foot soldiers to the ficld.

In the meantime, the artillery thundered from the walls,
and checked all further advarfees of the Chrigtiuns.  King
Ferdinand, therefore called off his troops, and returned in
triumph to the ruins of his camp ; leaving the beautiful city
of Grunada wrapped in the sm&:c of her fields, and gardens,
and surroundgd by the bodics of her slanghtered children. «

Such wps the last sally, made by the Moors, in defence of
'their favourite city. The French ambussador, who witucessed -

* Zuritad 1ib, xx.8, 88, .



330 « THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA.

it, was filled with wonder at the prowess, the dexterity, and
daring, of the Moslems. In truth, this whole war was an
instance, memorable in history, of the most persevering re-
selution. For nearly ten years had the war endured, exhibit-
‘ing an almiost uninterrupted series of disasters to the Moorgsk
arms. 'Their towns had been taken one after another, and
their brethren slain, or led into captivity. Yet they disputed
overy city, and town, and fortress, and castle ; nay, every
rock itsclf, as if they had been jnspirited by victories., Wher-
ever they could plant foot to fights ar find wall or cliff from
hence to lanch an arrow, they disputed their beloved coyn-
try; and now, when their capital was cut off from all relief,
and had a whole nation thurdering at its gates, they still
maintained defence. as il they hoped some miracle to inter-
pose in their behidf.  *“ Their obstinate resistance,”” says an
ancient chronicler, ““shows the gricf with wiich the Moors
yielded up the vega, which was to them a paradise and hea-
ven.  Excerting all the strength of their arms, they embraced,
as it were, that most beloved soil, from which neither wounds,
nor defeats, nor death itself could part them. They stood
firm, battling for it with the wnited toree of love and grief;
never drawing back the fuot, while they had hands to fight, or
fortunc to befiiend them.”#

CTIAPTER XCV.

Tue Moors now shut t emscives up gloomily within their
walls. There were no longer any daring sallies from their
gates; and even the martial clangour of the drum and trum-
pet, which® had continually resounded within that warrior
city, was now’ seldom heard from its battlements.  For a time
they flattered themselwes with hopes, that the late conflagra-
tion of the camp would discourpge the besiegers; that, as in
former years, their invasion would end with the summer, and
that they weuld again \\'_ith(h":uv before the autumnal rains.
The measures of Ferdinand and Isabells soon crushed these
hopes.  They gavesorders tb build a regular eity upon the
sitc of their eamp, to convinee the Moors, that the siege was
€8 cndwe until the swrrender of Granada. Nige of the prin-
cipal citics of Spain were charged with this stupendous un-
dertaking, and they emuylated caeh other with a zeal worthy’

. & Abarca, Reyos de Aragon, roy xxx. ¢, 3,
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of the cause. “1It verily scemed,” says Fray Antonio Aga-
pida, “ as though some miracle operated to aid this pious
work, so rapidly did arisc a formidable city, with solid edi-
fices, and powerful walls, and mighty towers, where latal
bogl been scen nothing but tents and light. pavilions. 7 The*
city was traversed hy two principal streets, in form of a cross,
terminating in four gates, facing the four winds; and in the '
centre was a vast squarg, where the whole army might b
asseypbled.  To thas city it wys proposed to give thename of
Isabella, so dear to the army und the nation; but that pious
princess,” adds Antonio Agapida, * calling to mind the holy
cause in which it was erected, gave it the name of Santa ke,
or the wity of the Ioly Faith, and it remains to this day, a
monument of the picty and glory of the Catholie sovercigns.”

ither the merchants soou resorted from all points.® Long
trains of mul® were seen every duy entering and departing
from its gates; the streets were erowded with magazines filled
with all kinds of costly and luxurious merchandise; a scene
of bustling commeree and prosperity took pace, while un-
happy Granada remained shut up and desolate.

In the meantime the besieged city began to suffer the dis-
tress of famine.  Its supplies were all cut off. A cavalgada
of flocks and herds, and mules Jaden with money, coming to
the relief of the city from the mountuins of the Alpusarras,
was taken by the Marquiy of Cadiz, and led in triumph to the
camp, in sight of the suffering Moors. Autumn afnvea; out
the harvests had been swept’ frongthe face of the country; a
rigoroys winter was approaching, and the city was almost des-
titute of provisions. 'The people sank into deep despondency.
They called to mind all that had been predicu® by astrolo-
gers, at the birth of their ill-starved soveréigrr, and all that
had been foretold of the fyte of Gramada, at the time of the
capture of Zahara. ’

Boabdil was alarmed by the Jg:xthbring dangers from with-
out, and by the clamours of his starving people. He sum-
moncd a council, composed of the principal officers of the
army, the aleaydes of the fortfesses, thwe xeques, or sages of
the city, and the alfaquis, or dectors of the faidh. They as-
sembled in the great Hall of Audience of the Alhambra, und
despair was painted in their countenances. Boabdil de-

*manded of them what was to be done in their present ex-*
tremity ; and their answer das, ¢ Strrender.” JThe \'cn'crablc
z2
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Abal Cazim Abdelmelic, governor of the city, represented its
unhappy state. * Our granarics are nearly cxhaugted, and
no further supplies are to be expected.  The provender for
the war horses is required as sustenance for the ‘soldiery ; the
very horses themsclves arce killed for food. Of seven theus,
sand stceds, which once could be sent into the field, three
 hundred only remain.  OQur city contains two hunflred thou-
sand inhabitants, old and young, with cach a mouth that calls
piteously for bread.” - N t

.. 'The xeques and prineipal citizens declared. that the people
could no longer sustain the labours and sufferings of a de-
fence: . And of what avail is our defence.” said they,  when |
the cnemy is determined to persist in the sicge? what alter-
native remains, but to swrrender, or to die >

The heart of Bodbdil was touched by this appeal, and he
maintained a glopmy silence.  1le had cherished some faint
hope of relief from the Soldan of Taypt, or the Barbary
powers; but it was now at an end.  Tven if such assistanee
were to be sent. he had 1o longer a seaport where it might
debark.  The counsellors saw, that the resolution of the kg

ras shaken, and they united their voices in urging him to
capitulate.

The valimt Muza alone arose irr oppesition. It is yet too
carly,” said he, * to talk of a swrender.  Qur means are not
L:'W_'_‘g_]ﬂ{c yet one conree of strength remaining,
ternible in its effeels, «.aa which often has achieved the most
signal victory. Tt is our despair. Let us rouse the mass of
the people; let us put weapons in their hands; let ys fighs
the cnemy to the very utnost, until we rush upon the points
of their lanébs. T am ready to lead the way into the thickest
of their squadrons; and much rather would I be numbered
among those who fell iti the defence of Granada, than of those
who survived to capitulate for hey surrender

The words of Muza were without cffeet, for they were ad-
dressed to bmoken-spirited and heartless men. or men perhaps
to whom sad experience had taught diserction. They were
arrived at that state of public depression, when heroes and
heroism are no longer regarded, and when old men and their
counselstrise into importance. Boahdil ¢l Chico yielded to

, the general voice. It was determined to capitulate with the
Christian sovereigns, and the venerable Abal Cazim Abdel-
melig was sent forth to the camp, empowered to treat for terms,

——



CAPITULATION OF GRANADA. 333

CIHIAPTER XCVIL

THE old gbvernor, Abal Cazim Abdelmelie, was receiyed
with great distinction by Terdinand and Isabella, whe“ap-e
$dinted Gonzalvo of Cor dova, and Fernando de Zafra, secre-
tary to the l\mg, to confer with him. All Granada awaitedin
¢rembling anxicty the result of his negociations. After re-e
peated mnferouovs, he at” length 1etumcd with the ultlm')fe
termd of the Catholie sovegeigis. They agreed to suspcnd all
attack for sevénty (1'1v<, at the end of wluch time, if no suce
cdur should have arrived to the Moorish king, the city of
-Granada was 1o be swrendered.

All Christian captives tvere to be liberated without ransom.

Boabdil and his principal cavalicrs werg to tuke ansath of
i'(.alty to the Qustilian crown; and certain valuable territories
in the Alpuxarras mountains were to be assigned to the
Moorish monarch for his maintenance.

The Moors of Gianada were to become subjeets of the
Spanish sovereigns, retaining their possessions, their arms, and
horses, and )1eldmﬂ' up nothmn' but their artillery.  They
were 1o be proteeted in the exercise of their religion, and
governed by their own laws, administered by eadis of their
own faith, under governors appointed by the sovercigns.
They were to be exempted from tribute for three years, aiter
which termethe pay was to be the sune ity 1wl een ac-
customed to render to their mative monarehs.

Those who chose to depart fo Africa, within three years,
were to be provided wither passage for themsclves and their
effects, free of charge, from whatever port they should prefer.

Teor the fulfilment of these articles, four hundied hostages
from the principal families were requiged, previous to the sur-
render, to be snbsequently®restored.  The son of the King of
Granada, and all other hostefizes in possession of the Castilian
sovereigns, were to be given upmat the same lime.

Such were the comhtluus that the wazir, AbAl Casim, laid
before the council of Granada,sas the bgst that could be ob.-
tained from the besicging foe.

When the members of the council founsd that the awfal

1]
moment had arrived, in which they were to sign and seal the
spredictiod of their empire, and blot themselves out as a nation, «
all firmness deserted themg and seany gave way to te ars,
Muza alone retained an unaltered micn.  * Léave, semiors,”
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cried he, “ thisidle lamentation to helpless women and children.
‘We are men ; we have hearts, not to sbed tender tears, but
drops of blood. I sec the spirit of the people 8o cast down,
«thatit is impossible to save the kingdom. Yet, there still
remaing an alternative for noblé minds—a glorious death
Let us die defending our liberty, and avenging the woes of
+Granada! Our mother Earth will receive ber children into
Her bosom, safe from the chaing and oppressions of .the coa-
queror ; or, should any fail of a'sepplchre to hide his reniains,
ke will not want a sky to cover him : Allah forbid it should be
said, the nobles of Granada feared to die in her defenee!” ©

Muza ceased to speak, and a dead silence reigned in the
asscmbly.  Boabdil ¢l Chico looketl anxiously round, and
scanned cvery facg; but he read in them all the anxiety of
careworn men, in whose hearts enthusiasm was dead, and
who had grown callous to every chivalrous appeal. ¢ Allah
achbar! God is great ! exclaimed he: “ there is no God but
God, and Mahomet is his prophet! It is in vain to struggle
against the will of lemven.  Too surcly was it written in the
book of fate, that I should be unfortunate, and the kingdom
expire under my rule !”

“ Allah achbar! God is great!” cchoed the viziers and
alfaquis: “the will of God be done!””  So they all accorded
with the king, that these evils were pre-ordained ; that it was
hopédermewmeonreii! with them: and that the terms offered by
the Castilian monarchs wergas favourable as could be expected.
‘When Muza saw, that they were about to sign the treaty of
surrender, he rose, in violent indignation,  “Do not deceive
yoursclves,”, cried he, * nor think the Christians will be faith-
ful to their promises, or their king as magnanimous in con-
quest, as he has been victorious in war.  Death is the least we
have to fear: it is the plundering and sacking of our city. the
profanation of our mosques. the ruin of our homes, the viola-
tion of our wives and daugltiers: cruel oppression, bigoted
intolerance, Whips and chains; the dungeon, the faggot, and
the stake : such arc the miseries and indignities we shall sce
and suffer : at least those grovelling souls will see them, who
new shrink from ran honourable death. For my part, by
Alluh, I will never witness them!” With these words he

-left the council ehamber, and strode gloomily through the.
Conrt of Lions, and the outer hafls of the Alhambra, without
deigning to speak to the obsequious courtiers, who attended



CAPITULATION OF GRANADA. 335

in them. e repaired to his dwelling, armed himself at all
points, mounted his favourite war horse, and, issuing forth
trom the cityby the gate of Elvira, was never scen or heard
of more. ¥ .

® *Such is the account giverf by Arabian historians of the exif
of Muza fen Abel Gazan; but the venerable Fray Antonio |
Agapida endeavours to clear up the mystery of his fate.  'That
wery cevening, a party of Andalusian cavaliers, somewhat move
thart half a score of lances, were riding along the baftks of the
Xenil, where'it winds through the vega. They beheld in the
twilight a Moorish warrior approaching, closely locked up

- from head to foot in proof. 1lis visor was closed, his lance in
rest, his powcerful charger barbed, like himself, in steel.  The
Christians were lightly armed, with corslet, helm, and, target ;
for, during the truce, they apprehended *no attack.  Sceing,
however, the unknown warrior approach jn this hostile guise,
they challenged him to stand and declare himsclf.

The Moslem answered not; but, chargiug into the midst of
them, transfixed onc knight with his lance, and bore him out
of his saddle to the carth. Wheeling round, he attacked the
others with his eimiter.  ITis blows were furious and deadly :
he scemed regardless what wounds he reeeived, so he could
but slay.  1le was evidenily fighting, not for glory, but re-
venge ; eager to inflict death. but carcless of surviving to
enjoy victery. Newrly one half of the eavalic=#311 hencath
his sword, before he receaved a dangfrous wound, so com-
pletely was he cased in armourt proof. At length he was
desperatcly wounded ; angl his steed, being pierced by a lanee,
fell to the ground.  The Christians, adnuring the valour of the
Moor, would have sparcd his life; but he continued to fight
upen his knees, brandishing a keen dagger of Fez.  Finding
at length he could no longer battle, And determined not to be
taken prisencr, he threw hemsclf, with an expiring exertion,
into the Xenil, und his armoug sank him to the bottom of the
strcam. .

"This unknown warrior the venerable Agapida pronounces to
have been Muza ben Abel Gazan; anl says, his horse was
recognised by certain convertell Moors of ghe Christian camp :
the fact, ho¥ever, has always remained in doubt. * -

: * Conde, part iv.
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CHAPTER XCVIIL

TuE capitulation for the surrender of Granad was signed
oty 25th of November, 1481, and produced a sudden ces-
sation of those hostilities which had raged for so many ycars.'
Chiristian and Moor might now be scen mingling eqnrteously
pn the bauks of the Xenil and the Darro, where to have met
acfew da)'s previous would have produced a scene of sane
guinary contest. Still, as the _Mgors might be suddenly
agoused to defence, if, within the allotted terin of scventy
days, saccours should arrive from abroad; and as they were,
at all times, & rash, inflammable people, the wary Ferdinand
maintained a vigilant wateh upon the city, and permitted no
supplics of any kind to enter.  Ilis garrisons in the sea-ports,
and his eruizers in’the Straits of Gibraltar, were ordered
likewise to guard agginst any relief from the Grand Soldan of
Eeypt, or the princes of Barbary.

There was no need of such precautions.  Those powers
were cither too much engrossed by their own wars, or too
much daunted by the. success of the Spanish arms, to interfere
in a desperate eause; and the unfortunate Moors of Granada
were abandoned to their fute.

The month of December bad uearly passed away; the
famine became extreme, and there was no hope of any
Tavoygable it \\'il\hlj'n the term specified in the capitulation.
Boabdil saw, that to hold out to the end of the allotted time
would only be to protract thdmiserics of his people.  With
the consent of lus council, he detoymined to surrendee the
city on the (th of Junuary. On the 20th of Deeember, he
sent his grand vizier, Jusef Aben Comixa, with the four
hundred hostages, to King Ferdinand, to make known his
intention: bearing him,” at the same time, a present of a
magnificent cimeter, and two Arabian steeds, superbly capa-
risoncd. )

The unfortunate Boabdil was doomed to meet with trouble
to the end of his carcer.  The very next day, the santon, or
dervise, Hamet Aben Zarah, the same who had uttered pro-
phecies and exeitedy commiotions on former oceasions, sud-
dexﬂy made his appearonce. Whenee he carhe, no one
knew: it was rumoured that he had been in the mountains of
the Alpuxarras, and on thg goast of Barbary, endeavouring to
rousc thie Moslens to the relief of Granada.  He was reduced
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to a skeleton. 1lis eyes glowed in their sockets like coals,
and his spcech was little Detter than frantic raving. He
harangued fhe populace in the strects and squares; inveighed
-against the capitulation; denounced the king and noldfs as
® Roslems only in name; and called upon the people to sally
torth agajnst the unbelievers, for that Allah had decreed them «
a signal victory. ' .
+ Upwards of tyenty tflousand of the populace sqjzed théir
arnss, dnd paraded the styeet? with shouts and outeries.  The
shops and hduses were shut up: the king himself did net
dare to venture forth, but remained a kind of prisoner in the
- Alhambra.

The turbulent multittde continued running, and’ shouting,
and howling about the eity, duwring the dgy and a paxt of the
night. Hunger and a wintry tempest tamed their frenzy;
and, when morning came, the enthusiast who had led them
on had disappeared. 'Whether he had been disposed of by
the emissaries of the king, or by the leading men of the city,
is not known; his disappearance remaining a mystery.

The Moorish king now issued from the Alhambra, attended
by his principal nobles, and harangued the populace. 1le
set forth the necessity of complying with the eapitulation,
from the faimine that reigned m the city, the fatility of
defence, and from the hostages having alrewdy been delivered
into the hands of the besicgers. -

In the dcjection of hisespirits, th® unfortunate Boabdil
attributed to bimsclf the miserids of the country. * Tt was
nmy cemme, in ascending the throne in rebellion against my
father,” said he, mournfully, © which has brouglt these woes
upon the kingdom;.but Allah has grievously yisited my sing
upon my head! For your sake, my yeople, I have now made
this treaty, to protect you from the sword, your little ones
from famine, your wives and danghfers from the optrages of
war, and to secure you in the enjoyment of your properties,
your liberties, your laws, und your religion, under a sovereign
of happier destinies than the ill-starged Boabdil!”  The
versatile populace were touched hy the humility of their
sovereign: they agreed to adhlre to the gapitulation; there
was even a "faint shout of. ** Long live Boabdil the unfor-

« tunate !"* and they all returned to their homes in perfct.
tranquillity. i . ’
* Mariana.
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Boahdil immediately sent missives to King Ferdinand,
apprizing him of these events, and of his fears lest further
delay should produce new tumults. He proposed, therefore,
to "Boevender the city on the following day. The Castilian
sovercigns assented with great satisfaction; and preparations
.were made, hoth in city and camp, for this great event, that
was to scal the fate of Granada

It was a night of doleful lamentings within the walls of the
Alhambra; for the houschold of Boabdil were preparing to
take a last farewell of that delightful abode. All the royal
treasurcs, and the most precious cffects of the Alhambra,
were hastily packed upon mules; the beautiful apartments
were despoiled, with tears and wailings, by their own inha-
bitants. » Before the dawn of day, a mournful cavalcade
moved obscurely out of a postern gate of the Albambra, and
departed through one of the most retired quarters of the city.
‘Tt was composed of the funily of the unfortunate Boabdil,
whom he sent off' thus privately, that they might not be
exposed to the eyes of scoffers, or the exultation of the enemy.
The mother of Boabdil, the sultana Ayxa la Horra, rode on
in silenee, with dejected yet dignified demeanour; but his
wife Zorayma, and all the females of his houschold, gave way
to loud lamentations, as they gave a last look to their fa-
vourite abode, now a mass of gloomy towers, behind them.
They wemsmttended by the ancient domestics of the house-
lhold, and by a small guard of veteran Moors, loyally attached
to the fallen monarch, and Who would have sold their lives
dearly in defence of his family. The city was yet buried in
sleep, as they. passed through its silent streets. The guards
at the gate shed tears as they opened it for their departure.
They tarricd not, but proceeded along the banks of the Xenil,
on the road that leads to the Alpuxarras, until they arrived
at a hamlct. at some distance from the city, where they
halted. and waited until the; should be joined by King
Boabdil. "

‘ ¢, CHAPTER XCVIIL
THE suh had scarcely begun to shed his beaths upon the
summits of the snowy mountains. which rise above Granada,

when thie Christian camp was in, motion. A detachment of
horse «and foot, led by distinguished cavaliers, and accom-
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panicd by Hernando de "Falavera, bishop of Asila, proceeded
to tak? possession of the Alhambra and the towers. It had
been stiputhted in the capitulation, that the detachment sent
" Jor this purpose should not cnter by the streets of th€ city.
A road had, therefore, been opened outside of the walls,
leadings by the Puerta de los Molinos (or the Gate of the
Mills) to the summit (}f' the Hill of Martyrs, and across the
*hill to-a postery gate of the Alhambra. R ¢

‘When the detachment wtived at the summit of the hill,
the Moorish king came forth from the gate, attended hy a
*handful of cavalicrs, leaving his vizier, Jusef Aben Comixa,
to deliver up the palace. * Go, senior,” said lhe, to the
commander of the ddlachment; * go, and take possession of
those fortresses, which Allah has bestoyed upon your power-
ful lord, inspunishment of the sins of the Moors!™  He said,
no more, but passed mournfully on, alang the same road by
which the Spanish cavaliers had come; descending to the
vega, to micet the Catholie sovercigns. The troops entered
the Alhumbra, the gutes of which were wide open, and all
its splendid courts and halls silent and deserted. In the
meantime, the Christian court and army poured out of the
city of Santa I'G, and advanced across the vega. The king
and queen, with thé prinee and princess, and the dignitaries
and ladics of the court, took the lead: accompanicd by the
different®ovders of monks and friars ad surrounded by the
royal guards, splendidly arrayed. *The procession moved
slowly forward, and paused ad the village of Armilla, at the
distance of half a league from the city.

The sovcreigns waited here with impatiewce, thelr cyes
fixed on the lofiy tower of the Alhambra. watching for the
appointed signal of possession.  The time that had clapsed
since the departure of the detachment seemed to them more
than necvssary for the arposc,,and the anxiops mind of
Ferdinand began to cntertaie doubts of some commotion in
the city. At length they saw the silver tross, the great
standard of this crusade, elgrated ony the Torre de la Vela,
or great watch-tower, and sparkling in the sunbeims. This
was done Ry Iernando de Talavera, bishpp of Avila. Dgside
it was planted the pennon of the glorious apostlé St. James;
and a great shout of “ Santiago! Santiago!” rose throughout
the army. Lastly was jeared Jhe royal standard, by the
king of arms, with the shout of *Castil®! Castide!” For
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King Ferdinand and Qucen Isabella!” The words were
tchoed by the whole army, with acclamations that ressunded
ueross the vega. At sight of these signals of poséession, the
sovaéigns fell upon their knees, giving thanks to God for
this great triumph. The whole assembled host followed their
example; and the choristers of the royal chapel broke forth
into the solemn anthem of Ze Dewm lgydamus!

The progession now resumed its march with joyful alacrity,
to the sound of triumphant musié, until they came to a’small
masque, near the banks of the Xenil, and not far from the
foot of the ITill of Martyrs, which cdifice remdins to the
present day, consecrated as the hermitage of St. Scbastian.
Here the sovereigns were met by th® unfortunate Boabdil,
accompanicd by aboyg fifty cuvaliers and domesties.  As lre
drew near, he would have dismounted, in token ¢f homage;
but Ferdinand prevented him.  He then proffered to kiss the
king’s hand, but this sign of vassalage was likewise declined
whereupon, not to be outdone in magnanimity, he leaned for-
ward, and saluted the right arm of Ferdinand.  Queen
Isabella, also, refused to reeeive this ecremonial of homage ;
and, to console him wnder his adversity, delivered to him his
son, who had remained as hostage ever since Boabdil's libe-
ration from captivity. The Moorish monarch pressed his
child to his bosom with tender emotion, and they scemed
mutually eifficared to ¢ach other by their misfortunes.®

1Ic then delivered the keys of the city to King Ferdinand,
with an air of mingled melanéwoly and resignation. ¢ These
keys,” said he, ‘“are the last relies of the Arabian empite in
Spain.  ‘Thina O king, are our trophies, our kingdom, and
our person ! Such ix the will of God! Receive them with
the clemeney thou hast promised, and which we look for at
thy hands !t :

King VFerdinand restraived his “exultation into 2n air of
serenc magnanimity. * Donbt ot onr prowmises,” replied he,
* or, that thon shalt regain from our friendship the prosperity
of which the fortune of war has deprived thee.”

On receiving the keys, King Ferdinand handed them to
the queen.  She, in her turn, presented them to her sonm,
Prinee Juan, who delivered them to the Count de Tendilla ;
that brave and loyal eavalier being appointed aleayde of the
city, and eaptain-general ofothe kingdom of Granada.

% * Zurita, Anales de Aragon.
+ Abarea, Anales de Aragon, rey xxx. ¢. 3.
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Ilaving swrendered the last symbol of power, the unfor-
tunate, Boubdil continucd on towards the Alpuxarras, that he
might notebehold the cntrance of the Christians into his
.capital. s devoted band of cavalicrs followed ki in
arloomy silence; but heavy sighs burst from their bosoms, as
shouts of joy and strains of triumphant music were borne on
the breeze from the victorious army. .
. Haying rejoined his® family, Boabdil set forward with a
heavysheart for his allottedsresidence in the valley of Por-
chena.  Atetwo leagues’distance, the cavaleade, winding igto
Jthe skirts of the Alpuxarras, ascended an eminence command-
ing the last view of Granada. As they arrived at this spot,
the Moors paused inveluntarily, to take a farewell gaze at
their beloved city, which a few steps more would shut from
their sight for cver. Never had it appefired so lovely in their
eyes. The sunshine,’ so bright in thgt transparent chimate,
lighted up cach tower and minaret, and rested gloriously
upon the crowning battlements of the Alhambra ; while the
vega spread its enamelled bosom of verdure below, glistening
with the silver windings of the Xenil. The Moorish cavaliers
gazed with a silent agony of tenderness and grief, upon that
delicious abode, the scene of their loves and pleasures. While
they vet looked, a ight’clond of smoke burst forth from the
citadel ; and presently a peal of artillery, faintly heard, told
that the ity was tuken possessiou of, and the throne of the
Moslem kings was lost Jor ever. @the hearl of Boabdil,
soltened by misfortunes, and ¢yercharged with grief, could no
longer contain itsclf. "'Alla‘h achbar! God is great!”
said he, but the words of resignation died upqp his lips, and
1ie burst into a floogl of tears. .

His mother, the intrepid sultana Ayxa Ja Ilorra, was in-
dignant at his weakness. “You do well,” said she, “to
weep like a woman, for avhat you failed to defend like a
man!” . R °

The vizier Aben Comixa endeavoured to censole his royal
master. Consider, sire,”” said he, *that the most signal
misfortunes often render mcn as renowned as the most
prosperous achievements, prdvided they, sustain them with
magnanimily.” The unhappy manarch, however,*was not to
be conseled. His tears continued to flow, ** Allah achbar!?
exelaimed he, * when did misfortynes ever equal mihe !”

From this circumstanc® the hill, which #s not fer from
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Padul, took the name of Fez Allah Achbar ; but the point of
view commanding the last prospeet of Granada is known
among Spaniards by the name of ¢l wltimo suspirq del Moro,
or, “he last sigh of the Moor.”

. CHAPTER XCIX. .

*Wirex the Castilian sovercigns bad reccived the keys of
Granada fiom the hands of Boahdil ¢l Chico, the roys) aymy
reswined its trimmphant march. “As* it approached the gates
of “the city, in all the pomp of courtly and chivalrous array, a
procession of a different kind came forth 1o meet it. This
was composed of more than five hungired Christian captives,
many of whom had languished for ycars in Moorish dungeons.
Pale and emaciated,* they came clanking their chains in
triamph, and shedding tears of joy.. They wére received
with tenderness by the sovercigns.  The kiug hailed them as
good Spaniards ; as men loyal and brave ; as martyrs to the
holy cause. The quecn distributed liberul relief among them
with her own hands, and they passed on before the squadrons
of the army, siuging hymns of jubilee.®

The sovereigns did not cuter the city, on this day of its
surrender; but waited until it should he fully occupied by
their troops, and public tranquillity cnsured. The Marquis
de Villena, and the Count de Tendilla, with three, thousand
cavalry, and as many ¥ lantry, marched in, and took posses-
sion, accompanicd by the prgsclyte prince, Cidi Yahye, now
known by the Christian appelfation of Don Pedro de Granada,
who was appointed chief alguazil of ‘the city, and had charge
of the Mooridn inhabitants ; and by his son, the late Prince
Alnayer, now Don Alonzo de Granada,"who was appointed
admiral of the fleets.  ®In a little while cvery battlement
glisteued with Christian helms ang lanees, the standard of the
faith and of the realm floated from cvery tower, and the
thundering sali os of the ordndvee told, that the subjugation
of the city was complete.

The grandees and Cavaliers fiow kuclt, and kissed the hands
of the king and queen, and thed’rinee Juan, and congratulated
theln on the acquisttion of so great a kingdom ;eafter which
the royal procession returned in state to Santa Fé,

* Tt was on the 6th of Junuary, the day of kings, and festival
« * Abarcy, ubi supra.d Zurita, &e.

-
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of the Epiphany, that the sovereigns made their triumphal
entry. , “The king and queen,” says the worthy Fray An-
tonio Agapyla, *“ looked on this occasion as more than mortal.
.The venerable ecclesiastics, to whose advice apd zee! thig
glorious conquest ought in a great measurc to be attributed,
moved along, with hearts swelling with holy cexultation, but,
wifli ciiastened and downcast looks of edifying humility ;
Wwhile the hardy warrior, in tossing plumes and shining steel,
scemed clevatedwith a sterm joy, at finding thethselves in
posscssion of this object bt o many toils and perils.  As the
gtreets resounded with the tramp of steed. and swelling peals
of music, the Moors buried themselves in the deepest recesses
of their dwellings. There they bewailed in seeret the fallen
glory of their race; but suppressed their groans, Jest they
should he heard by their encmies, and indrease their triumph,”

The royal procession advanced to the principal mosque,
which had been consecruted as a cathedral.  lHere the
sovercigns offered up prayers and thanksgivings, and the
choir of the royal chapel chanted a triumphant anthem, in
which they were joined by all the courtiers and cavaliers.
¢ Nothing,” says Fray Antonio Agapida, * could cxceed the
thunkfulness to God of the pious King Ferdinand, for having
enabled him to eradicatefrom Spain the empire and name of
that accursed heathen race, and for the elevation of the cross
in that city, wherein the impicus doctrines of Mahomet had
50 long been charished.  Jgu the tervome of his spirit, he sup-
plicated fiom Icaven a contir uance of its grace, and that
this glorious triumph might b perpetuated.”*  The prayer
of the pious monarch was responded by the pegple, and even
his ¢nemies were fop once convineed of his sineerity.

When the religious ecremonies were concluded, the court
ascended to the stately palace of thé Alhambra, and entered
by the great gate of justice. The halls, lately occupicd by
twbaned infidels, now rustled with Stately dames and Christian
courtiers, who wandered with® cager curiositys over this far-
famed palace, admiring its verdant courts and gushing foun-
tains, its halls decorated with dlegant afabesques, and storied
with inscriptions, and the spleidour of iks gidded and bril-
Liantly ynind ceilings. .

I bad been a last request of the unfortunate Boabdil, ang

* The words of Fray Antonio Agapiga are little more than an ccho
of those of the worthy Jesuit, father Mariuna, (lib. xXv. c. 18.)



344 THE CONQUEST OF GLANADA.

one which showed how deeply he felt the transitipn of his
, fate, that no persom might be permitted to enter or depart by
the gate of the Alhambra through which he had sallied forth
to surrender his capital. His request was granted: the,
portal was closed up, and remains %o to the present day,—&
.mute memorial of that cvent.* ]
+ Note.—The existence of this gateway, and the stoTy éon-
nctted with it, are perhaps known to few, but were identified
in the rescarches made to verify ¢his history. © The gatéway is
ai the bottom of a great tower, at some distance from the
main body of the Albambra. The tower has been rent and
ruined by gunpowder, at the time when the fortress was
cvacuated by the French.  Great masses lic around, half
covered, by vines and fig-trees. A poor man, by the name of
, Magteo Ximencs, wlfo lives in ane of the ho\'e]s. among the
ruins of the Al-lmml.)m, where his farnily has lived for many
generations, pointed” out the gateway, still closed up with
stones.  Ile remembered to have heard his father and grand-
father say, that il had always been stopped up, and that out
of it King Boabdil had gone, when he surrendered Granada.
The route of the unfortunate king may be traced from thence
across the garden of the convent of Los Martyres, and down a
ravine beyond, through a street of gipsy-caves and hovels, by
the gate of Los Molinos, and »o on to the IIermitage of St.
Scbastian.  None but an antiquarian, however, will be able
to trace it, unless aided by the humble historian of the place,
Matteo Ximenes. )

The Spanish sovereigns fixed their throne in the presence
chamber of the palace, so long the scat of Moorish royalty.
Hither the principal inhabitants of Granada repaired, to pay
them homage, and kiss their hands, in token of vassalage;
and their example was“followed by deputies from all the
towns and fortresses of the Alpuxarras, which had not hitherto
submitted. * .

Thus terminated the war of Granada, after ten years of
incessant fighing; “cqualling,” says Fray Antonio Agapida,
« the far-famed sicge” of Troy” in duration, aud ending, like
that, in the Captyre of the vity.” Thus ended, also, the
dominion®of the Moors in Spain, after having eiflured seven
hundred and seventy-eight years from the memorable defeat of
Roderick, the last of the (Goths. on the banks of the Guada- *

‘ * taribay, Compend. s, lib. x1. cap. 42.
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lete. The authentic Agapidaisuncommonly particularin fixing
the epoeh of this event.  * This great tnumph of our holy Ca-
tholic faith,¥ according to his computation, ** took placc inthe
Dbeginming of Janum'} in the year of our Lord 1492; being

o 55 vears from the popfilation of Spain by the p'ltriardx
Tubal: 3797 from the general deluge ; 5453 from the creation .
of the world, ao(‘mdmu‘ to 1icbrew calculation; and in the
wonth Rabie, in the b‘)‘? th year of the Hcgira, or flight ®of
Mahomet : whoth may (mel confound !” “saith the pious
Agapida.




APPENDIX.

"

FATE OF BOABDIL EL CIIICO.

* ©uE Chronicle of the Conquest ‘of Granada is finished:
but the reader may be desirous of knowinyr the subsequent
fortunes of some of the principal personages. I'he unfortu-
nate Bouabdil retired to the valley of Porchena, where a small
but fertile territory had been allotted him; comprising several
towns, with all their rights and revenues.  Great estatés had
likewise, been bestowed on his vizier, Josef Aben Comixa,
and his valiant relavion and friend, Josef Vcnegas, both of
whom resided near him. Were it i the heart of man, in
the enjoyment, of present competenee. to forget past splendour,
Boabdil might at length have been happy. Dwelling in the
bosom of a delightful valley, surrounded by obedient vassals,
doevoted friends, and a loving family, he might have looked
back upon his past carcer as upon a troubled and terrifie
drcam; and might have thanked his stars, that he had at
length awaked to sweet and tranquil - sccurity.  But the
dethroned prince conld never forget that he hadvonce been a
monarch; and the remembrance of the regal splendours of
Granada made all pres.nt comforts eontemptible in his cycs.
No cxertions were spared l)“' Ferdinand and Isabella, to in-
duce him to embrace the Catnolic religion: but he remained
true to the fajth of his fathers; and it added not a little to
his lnuniliation, to live a vassal under Christian sovereigns.
1t is probable, that his residence in the kingdom was
equally irksome to the politic Ferdinand; who could not feel
perfectly secure in his newly cenquercd territories, while
there was one within their bounds who might revive preten-
sions to the theone. A privgté bargain was therefore made,
in the yeur 1496 between Ferdinand and Josef Aben Comixas
in which the Jatter, a8 vizier of Boabdil, undertook to dispose
of his master’s- scanty territory for eighty thousand ducats of
gola. This, it is 4ffirmed, wus done without thd consent or
knowledge of Boabdil; but the vizier probably thought he
wus acting for the best. The shrewd Ferdinand does not
appear to have made any questitn about the right of the
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vizier to make the sale; but paid the money with seeret ex-
ultation. Josef Aben Comixa loaded the treasurc upon mules,
and departed joyfully for the Alpuxarras. lle spread the
amoney in triumph before Boabdil. * * Seiior,” said he, “J
o Irave observed, that, as lon& as you live here, you are exposed
to constant peril. The Moors are rash and irritable. They.
may make sone sudden inswrrection, clevate your standard
9« a pretext, and thud overwhelm you and your fricfids
with uster ruin. ® T have observed also, that you pine away
with grief; being (‘(mtinuzl’[ly reminded in this eountry, that
you were once its sovercign, but never more must hope to
reign. I have put an cnd to these evils.  Your territory is
sold. ° Behold the price of it. With this gold you may buy
far greater possessions in Africa, where you may live in honour
and security,” ¢ .-

When Boabdil heard these words, hg burst into a sudde
transport of rage; and, drawing his cimeter, would have
sacrificed the officious Josef on the spot, had not the attend-
ants interfered, and hwried the vizier from his presence.

Boabdil was not of a vindictive spirit, and his anger soon
passed away, 1le saw that the cvil was done, and he knew
the spirit of the politic Ferdinand too well, to hope that he
would retract the bargain.  Gathering together the money,
therefore, anl all his jewels and precious effeets, he departed
with his family and houschold for a port, where a vessel had
been carcfully providid by the Castian king to transport
them to Africa.

A growd of his former, subjects witnessed his embarkation.
As the sails were unfurled, and swelled to the breeze, and
the vessel parted from the land, the spectators would fain
have given him a parting cheering; but the humbled state of
their once proud sovereign foreed itself upon their minds, and
the ominovs surname of his youth rose involuntarily to their
tongues. ** Farewell, Boal)(lil! Allah preserve thee, El
Ziogoybi!” burst spontaneously from their lips® The unlucky
appellation sank into the heart of the gxpatriated monarch;
and tears dimmed his eyes, as the snowy summits of the
mountains of Granada gradually faded from hi view.

He was received with welcome at the cdurt of hé relation,
Muley Abmed, King of Fez, and resided for many years in,
his territorics. How he passed hig, life, whether repining or
resigned, history does not rfention. The last w® find racorded

' C e 242
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of him is in the year 1536, thirty-four years after the sur-
render of Granada; when be followed the King of ¥ey to the
ficld, ta quell the rcbellion of two brothers, named Xecrifes,
The armies came in sight of cach other on the banks of the
uadiswed, at the ford of Bacuba.. The river was deep; the
Dbrnks were high and broken.  For three days the armies re-
mained firing at cach other across the stream, neitlidF party
venturing to attempt the dangerous ford.

At length the King of Fez divided his-army intp three
Dbattalions; the first led on by his son and by Boabdil el
Chico. They boldly dashed across the ford, serambled up the
opposite bank, and attempted to keep the enemy employe
until the other battalions should hayye time to cross.. The
rcbel army, however, attacked them with such fury, that the
spu of the King of Fez and several of the brayest aleaydes
were slain upon the spot, and multitudes driven back into the
river. which was already crowded with passing troops. A
dreadful coufusion took place; the horse trampled upon the
foot; the encmy pressed on them with fearful slaughter;
those who escaped the sword perished by the strcam.  The
rviver was choked by the dead bodies of men and haorses, and
by the seattercd baggage of the army. In this scene of hor-
rible carnage fell Boabdil, traly called. K1 Zogoybi, or the
unlucky : *“an instance,” says the ancient chronigler, * of the
scornful caprice of fortune ; dying in defence of the kingdom
of another, after wantig spivit to die in defencee of his own.” *

Note.—A portrait of Boubdil ¢l Chico is 10 be seen in the
picture gallery of the Generdlife. 1Ile is represented with a
mild, handsome face. a faie complexion, and yellow™ hair.
His dress is 6f yellow brocade, relieved with black velvet, and
e has a black velvet cap, surmounted with a crown.  In the
armoury of Madrid are two suits of armour, said to have be-
Jonged to him; one of solid stecl, with very littlg, ornament ;
the morion closed. From the proportions of these suits of
armour, he must have been of*full stature and vigorous-form.

DEATII OF THE MARQUIS OF CADIZ.

DrE rgnowned iRoderigo Ponce de Leon, Marquis Duke of
‘Cadiz, was unquestionably the most distinguished agnong the

* Marmol. Descrip. de Africa, p. i. lib, i, cap. 40. Idem; Hist. Reb.
de loa Moros, lib, i, cap. 21. t
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.
cavalicrs of Spain, for his zcal, enterprise, and heroism in the
great erusade of Granada. Ie began the war by the cap-
ture of Althma; he was engaged in almost every invoad and
-siege of importance during its contihuance ; and.he was pra-

» &ent at the surrender of the capital, which was the closing
seepe of the conquest.  The rvenown he thus acquired was.
scaled by his death, in the forty-cighth year of his age, which
happened almost immeliately at the close of his trinmpths,
and before a leaf of his Jaugels had time to wither. Ile died
at his palace, in the cty of Seville, on the twenty-seventh
day of Angust, 1492, but a few menths after the swrrender of
Granada, and of an illness eaused by the exposure and fatigues
he had undergone in tifs memorable war.  That honest c¢hro-
nicler, Andres Bernaldes, the curate of Los Palaclos,ewho was
a contempogary of the marquis. draws his portrait from acfual |
knowledge and observation. - ife wis wunmiversally eited,”
says he, “as the most perfeet model of chivalrous virtue of
the age.  1le was temperate, chaste, and rigidly devout; a
benignant commander, a valiant defender of his vassals, a
great lover of justice, and an encmy to all flatterers. liars,
robbers, *traitors, and poltroons.  1lis ambition was of a lofty
kind: he sought to disunguish himself and his family by
heroic and resoundirg decits, and to inercase the patrimony
of his ancesiors by the acquisition of castles, domaing, vas-
salx, and ether prineely possessions.  IHis reerveations were all
of a warlike natare: he delighted in® geometry, as applied to
fortifications, and spent much, time and treasvre in ereeting
and sepairing fortresses. o He rejished musie, but of a military
kind: the sound of clarions and sackbuts, «f drums and
trampets.  Like astrue cavalier, Lie was a protector of the
sex on all oceasions, and an injured groman never applied to
him in vain for redress. © ITis prowess was xo well known,
and his cowrfesy to the faire that the ladies of the court, when
they accompanied the queen, to the wars, rejoiced to find
themselves under his protection; for, wherdker his bauner
was displayed, the Moors dregded to gdventure.  He was
faithtul and devoted friend. but a forndable enemy; for he
was slow to forgive, and his Yeugeance was persevering und
terrible.” ‘ .

'The death of this good cavalier spread grief and lamenta,
tion throughout all ranks; for hg,was umversally honoured
and beloved.  1lis relntioxés, dependents, and® compagions in
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arms put on mourning for his loss: and so numerous were
they, that half of Sevillc was clad in black. None, huwever,
deplored his death more decply and sincerely tha%i his friend
and chosen companion, Ton Alonzo de Aguilar.

The funcrul ceremonics were of the most solemn and sump-
tuous kind. The body of the marquis was arrayed in a costly
shirt, a doublet of broeade, a sayo. or long robe of black velvet, a
ma#ota. or Moorish tunic of brocade,’that reached to the feet,
and scarlet stockings. 1lis sword, superbly gilt, was girded
to his side, as he used to wear it when in the ficld. Thus
magnificently attired, the body was enclosed in a coffin, whick
was covered with black velvet, and decorated with a cross of
white damask. It was then placed én a sumptuous bier, in
the centre of the great hall of the palace.

Here the duchess made great lamentation over the body of
her lord, in which she was joinerd by her train of damsels and
attondants, as well as by the pages and esquires, and innu-
merable vassals of the marquis.

In the close of the evening, just before the  Ave Maria,”
the funcral train issued from the palace. Ten banners were
borne around the bier, the particular trophies of the marquis,
won from the Moors by his valour in individual enterprises,
before King Ferdinand had commenced the war of Granada.
The procession was swelled by an immense train’ of bishops,
priests, and friars of dillerent orders, together with the civil
and military authoritilis, and all. the chivalry of Seville;
headed by the Count of Cifueptes, at that time intendente, or
commander of the city. It moved slowly and solemnly
through the stecets, stopping oceasionally, and chanting lita-
nics and rcsponses. Two hundred and forty waxen tapers
shed a light like the day about the bier. The balconies and
windows were crowded with ladies, who shed tears as the
funeral train passed by : while the women of the lower classes
were loud in their lamentations, as it bewailing the loss of a
father or a bifdther. On approaching the convent of St.
Augustine, the monksg came forth with the cross and tapers,
and eight censers, and conducted the body into the church,
where it lay in state, until all' the vigils were performed by
the differefit orders, after which it was deposited in the family
tomb of the Ponces in the same church, and the ten"bamers
were suspended over the sepulchre *

‘ * ® Cura de los Palaclos, c. 104.
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His fomb, with the banners mouldering above it," remained
for ages, an object of veneration with all who had read or
heard of his virtues and achievements. In the year 1810,

.however, the chapel was sacked by the French, its altars
overturned, and the scpulchres of the family of the Ponces
shattered to pieces. The present Duchess of Benavente, the
worthy descendant of this illustrious and heroic line, has
Jsince piously collecteds the ashes of her ancestors, resteréd
the alfar, and repaired the chapel.  The sepulehres, however,
were utterly destroyed, Ynd an inseri ption of gold lctters, on
Jthe wall of the chapel, to the right of the altar, is now’all
that denotes the place of sepulture of the brave Roderigo
Ponee de Leon. .

THE LESEND O THIE DEATH OF DON ALONZO-®
DE AGUILAR!

To such as feel an interest in the fortunes of the valiant
Don Alonzo de Aguilar, the chosen friend and companion in
arms of Ponce de Leon, Marquis' of Cadiz, and one of the
most distingnizhed heroes of the war of Granada, a few par-
ticulars of his remarkable fate will not be unacceptable.
They are found ameng the manuseripts of the worthy Padre
Fray Antonio Agapida, and appear to have been appended to
his chrorricle. )

For several years after ¢he conque®e of Granada, the country
remained feverish and unguigt.  The zealons cfforts of the
Catholic clergy to cftect, the cgnversion of the infidels, and
the pions coercion used for that purpose by movernment, ex-
asperated the stubborn Moors of the mountains.  Several
zeulous missionaries were maltreaged, and, in the town of
Dayrin, two of them were scized, and exhorted with many
menacces, to cmbrace the Moslem faith.  On their resolutely
refusing they were killed wit} staffs and stones, by the Moorish
wormen and children, and their bodies burnt %o ashes.*

Upon this event, a body of Christign cavaliers assembled
in Andalusia, to the number of cight hundred; and, without
waiting for, orders from the king, revenged the death of, these
martyrs, by plundering and laying wastc® the Mdbrish towns
and villages. The Moors fled to the mountains,.and their

* Cura ge los Paldeios, c. 165.e
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cause waé espotised by many of their nation, who inhabited
thosc rugged regions. 'The storm of rebellion began to gather,
and mutter its thanders in the Alpuxarras. (lhey were
cchoed from the Serrania of Ronda, ever ready for rebeflion ;
But the strongest hold of the insnrgents'was in the Sicrre
Vermeja, or chain of red mountains, lying near the sea, the
favage rocks and precipices of which may be scen from
Gibpaltar. .

When Fing Ferdinand heard of these tumcults, he issued 2
proclamation, ordering all the Moors‘of the insurgent regions
to<cave themn within ten days, and repair to Castile: giving
secret instrnetions, however, that those who should volin-
tarily embrace the Christian faith, might be permitted to
remain. At the same time he ordered Don Alonzo de Agui-
lar, and the Counts of Urchn and Cifuentes, to march against’
the rebels. "

Don Alonzo de Aguailar was at Cordova when he received
the commands of the king.  “ Wlat foree is allotted us for
this expedition " said he.  On being told, he perceived that
the number of troops was far from adequate.  © When a man
is dead,” said he, ** we send four men into his house, to bring:
forth the body. We are now sent to chastise these Moors,
who are alive, vigorous, in open rebellion, and enseonced in
their castles; and they do not give us man to mon.  These
words of the brave Alonzo de Aguilar were afterwards fre-
quently repeated ; but, though he saw the desperate nature
of the enterprise, he did not hesitate to undertake it.

Don Alonzo was, at that tin.e, in the fifty-first year of his
age. 1lle was a veteran warridr, in Wwhom the fire of youth
was yet unguefiched, though tempered by eaperienee.  The
greater part of his life had been passed i the camp and in
the ficld. until danger was as his natural clement.  His mus-
cular frame had acquired the firness of ivon, wjthout the
rigidity of age, Jlis armoar and weapons seemed to have
beeome a part of his nature ; ard he sat like a man of stecl
on his powerful war horse.

He took with him, on this expedition, his sor:, Don Pedro
de Cordova; a .youth of bold and generous spirit, in the
fréshiess of his day?, and armed ‘aud arrayed with 2ll the
hravery of a young Spanish cavalier. When the populace of
Cordova heheld the veteran father, the warrior of a thousand
battles, leading forth his yduthful s to the ficld, they be-
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thought themsclves of the family appellation. ¢ ‘Behold,”
cried they, * the cagle teaching hus young to fly ! Long live
the valiant {inc of Aguilar I # . :

The prowess of Ion Alonzo and of his companions in arms
was renowned throughout the Moorish towns. At their apt

® proach, therefore, numbers of the Moors submitted, and
hastened to Ronda to embracc Christianity, Among the®
mountaineers, however,ethere were many of the Gandules, a
ficrce tribe fromy Afriea, tog proud of spirit to hend their
necks to the ,yoke. At their head was a Moor, named Kl
Feri of Ben Estepar, renowned for strength and cournge. At
Ris iustigations, his followers gathered together their families
and most precious cffu;?\‘; placed them on mules, and, driv-
ing before them their flocks and herds, abandoned their val-
leys, and retived up the eraggy passes ofs the Sierra Vermeja.
On the sumtiit was a fertile plain, swrrounded by rocks and
precipices, which formed a natwial fortress.  Here El Feri
placed all the women and children, and all the property. By
his orders, his followers piled great stones on the rocks and
cliffs, which conmanded the defiles and the steep side of the
mountain, and prepared to defend every pass that led to his
place of refuge. '

The Christian  commanders arrived, and pitched  their
camp before. the town of Monavdo ; a strong place, curiously
fortified, and situated at the foot of the highest part of the
Sierra Vermeja.  Ilere they remaiued for several duys, unable
to compel a swrender.  TRey were separated from the skirts
of the mountain by a deep barrgnen or ravine, at the hottom
of which flowed a small stream.y The Moors, commanded by
El Feri, drew down from their mountain h8ight, and re-
mained on the oppokite side of the brook, to- defend a pass
which led up to their strong-hold. e

One afternoon, a number of Christian soldiers, in mere
bravado, scized a banner, ctossed the brook, and, serambling
up the opposite bank, attackal the Moors. (They were fol-
lowed by numbers of their companions; some in aid, some
in emulation, but most in hope of hoety, A sharp action
cnsued on the mountain side. The Moors wgre greatly su-
perior in numiber, and had the vantage ;;K(:und. }V henethé
Counts of Urciia and Cifucntes bebeld this skirmish, they
asked Don Alonzo de Aguilar his opinion.  “ My qpinion,”

* Aguilar, ghe Spanbéh for cagle, o
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said hes “was given at Cordova, and remains the same.
This is a_desperate enterprisc. Howewer, the Moors are at
hand; and if they suspeet weakness in wus, it will ncrcase
their courage and our peril. Forward then to the attack,
and I trust-in God we shall gain, a victory!” So saying, ke
led his troops into the battle.* '

On the skirts of the mountains were several level places,
like terraces. Here the Christians pressed valiantly upon
the Moorg, and had the advantage ; but the Jatter retreated to
the stecep and eraggy heights, from whenee |, they hurled
darts and rocks upon their assailants. They defended their
passes and defiles with ferocious valour; but were driven
from height to height, until they reached the plain on the
summit of the mouutain, where their wives and children
were sheliered.  Here they would have made a stand ; but
Algnzo de Aguilar, with his sen Don Pedro, charged upon
them at the head of three hundred men, and put them to
flight, with dreadful carnage.  'While they were pursuing the
flying cnemy, the rest of the army, thinking the victory
achieved, dispersed themselves over the little plain in search
of plunder. They pursued the shrieking females, tearing off
their necklaces, bracelets. and anklets of gold; and they
found so much treasure of various kinds colleeted in this
spot, that they threw by their wrmour and weapons, to load
themselves with booty.

dvening was closing ; the Christians, intent upon spoil, had
ceased to pursue the Moors, and ‘the latter were arrested in
their flight by the cries of their wives and children. Their
fierce leader, El Feri, threwghimself before them. ¢ Friends,
soldiers,” 2ritd he, ** whither do you fly? whither can you
seek refuge, where the enemy cannot follow you? Your wives,
your children, are behind you; turn and defend them: you
have no chance for safety but from the weapons in your
hands ! . ' '

The Moors turned at his words. They beheld the Christians
scattered about the plain, many of them without armour. and all
encumbered with speil.  ** New is the time.” shouted El
Feri; charge upon them while laden with your plunder! I
will,open a path for you!” He rushed to the attack, fol-
lowed by’ his Moors, with shouts and cries, that echocd
through the mountains. The scattered Christians were seized

. * Bleda, lib. v.pcap. 26.
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with a panie, and, throwing down their booty, began to fly
in all directions. Don Alonzo de Aguilar advanced his ban-
per, and enfleavourcd to rally them. Finding his horse of no
avail in these rocky heights, he distounted, and caused hig

eifen to do the same. 1le Bad a small band of tried followers,
with which he opposed a bold front 1o the Moors, calling on,
the scattered troops o rally in the rear.
+ Night had completely “closed. It prevented the Moors
from sceing the &mallnesg ofs the foree with which they were
contending ;" und Don Alonzo and his cavalicrs dealt their
blows o vigorously, that, aided by the darkness, they scemed
multiplied to ten times their number.  Unfortunately, a
small cask of gunpowdeér blew up ncar to the seenc of action.
It shed 2 momentary but brilliant light over all the plain,
and on cverg rock and cliff.  The Moors’beheld with surprise
that they were opposed by a mere handful of men, and that
the greater part of the Christians were flying from the ficld.
They put up loud shouts of triumph. While some continued
the contlict with redoubled ardour, others pursued the fugi-
tives, hurling after them stones and darts, and discharging
showers*nf arrows. Many of the Christians, in their terror,
and their ignoranee of the mountains, rushed headlong from
the brinks of preciptees, and were dashed in picces.

Don Alowiezo de Aguilar still maintained his ground; but
while o prerty of the Moors assailed him in front, others galled
him with all kinds of maissiles from the impending eliffs.
Some of the eavaliers, seeing the hopeless nature of the con-
flict,s proposed that they should abandon the height, and re-
treat down the mountain. N(’." said Don Adonzo, proudly,
“ pever'did the banner of the house of Aguilar retreat one
foot in the field of battle.” e hyd searcely uttered these
words, when his son Do Pedro was stretched at his feet. A
stone hurlefrom a cliff hal struck ont two of his teeth, and
a lance passed quivering through Lis thigh. The youth at-
tempted to rise, and, with one knee on the ground, to fight
by the ~ide of his father. Don Al(mzo‘ﬁnding him wounded,
urged him to uit the field. ““Fly. my son,” suid he. “ Let
us not put cyerything at venttire upon oge hitzard: conduct
thyself us 2 good Christian, and live to comfort aad hofiour
thy mother.”

Don TPedro still refused to qpjt him; whercupon Don
Alonzo ordercd several off his followers to bear him off' by
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force. ITisfricnd, Don Francisco Alvarez, of Cordova. taking
him in his arms, conveyed him to the quarters of the Count of
Ureiia, who had halted on the heights, at some distance from
the seene of battle, for the purpose of rallying and succouring
the fugitives. Almost at the same moment, the count De-'
held his own son, Don Pedro Giron, brought in gricvously
woundcd

‘In the meantime, Don Alonzo, w ith two hundred eav aliers,
m'm-tam('d the wnequal contest. . Surrounded by foes, they
fell, one after another, like so many noble stags eacircled by
the hunters. Don Alonzo was the last survivor. Ile was
without horse. and almost without armour ; his corslet un-
laced, and his bosom gashied with wounds.  Still he kept a
brave front towards tlle cnemy, and retiring bolween two
rocks, defended himselt with such valowr that the-slain lay in
a heap before him, ‘

ITe was assailed in this retreat by a Moor of surpassing
strength and fiereeness. The contest was for some time
doubtful ; but Do Alouzo received a wound in the head, and
another in the bieast, that made him stagger.  (losing and
grappling with his foe, they had a desperate struggle, until
the Christian cavalicer, exhausted by his wounds, fell npon his
back. 1o still retained his grasp upon his cnemy.  “ Think
pot,” eried he, **thou hast an casy prize ; know that I am
Don Alonzo, he of Aguilar!™  * If thou art Don Alonzo,”
replicd the Moor, “kndw that T am El Fert, of Ben Estepar!”
They continued their Jeadly struggle, and both drew their
dageers: but Don Alonzo was exhausted by seven glastly
v\ouuds While he was yet struggling, his Theroic soul de-
parted from his body, and he C\pucd in the grasp of the
Moor.

Thus fell Alouzo de Agulhu the inirvor of Andalusian chi-
valry; onc of the most powoﬂul giandees of Spaiif; for person,
blood, estate, and office.  For fprty years he had waged sue-
ceastul wars upou the Moors : in childhood, by his houschold
and retainers ;. in manhood, by the prowess of hisarm, and the
wisdom and valour of his spirit. . His pennon. had always
beey, foremost ‘in danger ; he  had been genera! of 'lmues,
viceray of Andalusia, and the author of glonous enterprises, in
which kings were vanquished and mighty aleaydes and wur-
riors laid low. 1lle had slein many Moslem chiefs with his
own arm, and, among others, the rdaowned Ali Atar, of Loxa,
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fighting foot to foot, on the banks of the Xenil. His judg-
ment, diseretion, magnanimity, and justice, vied with his
prowess. Jfe was the fifth lord of his warlike house, that fel]
in battle with the Moors. ¢ s goul,” obscrves Padre
Abarca, “it is believed, aseended to heaven, to receive the

*reward of so Christian a captain: for that very day he had
armed himself with the sacraments of confession and com-
munion.”'# o .
* The Moors, clgted with their suecess, pursued the fugitive
Christians down the defides and «ides of the mountains. Tt
was with the utmost difficulty that the Count de Ureiia coudd
Bring oftf' a remnaut of his forces from that disastrous height.
Fortunately, on the 10“}‘!‘ slope of the mountain they found
the rcar.guard of the army. led by the Count de Cifuentes,
wlio had crossed the brook and the ragine to come*to their
assistance. ® As the fugitives came flying in headlong tesror
down the mountain, it was with difficulty the count kept his
own troops from giving way in panie, and retreating in con-
fusion across the brook. Ile succeeded, however, in main-
taining order, in rallying the fugitives, and cheeking the fury
of the Moors. Then, taking his station on a rocky eminence,
he maintained his post until morning, sometimes sustaining
violent attacks, at other.times rushing forth and making
assaults upon the enemy. When morning dawned, the
Moors ceased to combat, and drew up to the summit of the
mountain, .

Tt was then that the Chistians had time to breathe, and to
ascertain the dreadful loss they had sustuined. Among the
mant valiant cavaliers who ha§l fallen, was Don Franeisco
Ramirez of Madrid, who had been captain-gen®ral of artiller
throughout the war of Granada, and contributed greatly, by
his valour and ingenuity, to that menowned conguest. But
all other grigfs and carcs were forgotten in anxicty for the
fate of Don Alonzo de Aguilar., ITis son, Don Pedro de
Cordova, had been bronght off with great difficulty from the
battle; and afterwards lived to be Marquis of Iriego. But
of Don Alenzp nothing was known, cscept that he was left
with a handful of cavaliers, fighting valiantly pgainst anover-
whelming force.  As the rising sun lighttd up the red «litfs
of the mountains, the soldiers watched with anxidus cyes, if
perchance his pennon might be descried, fluttering from any

* Abarca, Amleide Aragon, rey. xxx.gap. 2.
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precipicd or defile : but nothing of -the kind was to be seen.
The trumpet call was repeatedly sounded : but empty, echocs
alone replicd. A silence reigned about the mountin summit,
which showed that the deadly strife was over. Now and then
4 wounded’ warrior came. dragging his feeble steps from
among the cliffy and rocks; but, on being questioned, he
“shook his head mournfully, and could tell nothing of the tate
of his commander. . .

The tidings of this disastrous defeat, and of the perilous
situation of the survivors, reached'King Ferdinand at Gra-
neda.  He immediately marched, at the head of all the chi-
valry of the court, to the mountains of Ronda. IIis presence,
with a powerful foree, soon put an end to the vebellion. A
part of the Moors were suffered to ransom themselves, and to
embark Tor Afriea; ethers were made to embrace Christianity;
and those of the town where the Christian missionaries had
been massacred were sold as slaves.  From the conquered
Moors, the mournful but heroie end of Don Alonzo de Aguilar
was ascertained.  On the morning after the battle, when the
Moors eame to strip and bury the dead, the body of Don
Alonzo was found umong those of more than two hupdred of
his followers, many of them aleaydes and eavaliers of distine-
tion.  Thongh the person of Don Alonzp was well known to
the Moors. being so distinguished among them, hoth in peace
and war, yet it was so covered aud disfigured with wounds,
that it could with diffieylty be recoguised. They preserved it
with eare, and, on making their submission, delivered it up to
King Ferdinand. It was cowveyed with great state to Cor.
dova. amidst the tcars and{lamentations of all Andafusia.
When the fuferal train entered Cordova, and the inhabitants
saw the coffin containing the remains of their favourite hero,
and the war horse, led it mournful trappings, on which they
had so lately seen him sally forth from their gateg, there was
a general burst of grief throughout the city.  The body was
interred with gpeat pomp and rolemnity in the church of St.
Hypolito. Many years afterwards, his grand-daughter, Doiia
Catalina of Aguilar and Cordova, Marchioness of Priego,
caused his tomb to be altered., On examining, the body, the
head of a lance wns;ihund among the bones, receited, without
doubt, among the wounds of his last mortal combat. The
name of, this accomplished and Christian cavalier has ever
remained a popylar theme*df the chronicler and poct ; and is

)
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endearcd to the public memory by many of the historical
ballads and songs of his' countiry. ¥or a long time the people
of Cordova ¥ere indignant at the brave Count de Ureiia. who,
they thought, had abandoned Don Alonzo in his.cxtremity »
obtit the Castilian monarch dequitted him of all charge of the
king, and continued him in honour and office. It was proved -
that neither he nor hig people could succour Don Alouzo, oy
aven know of his peril, from the darkness of the night.
There i a mourhful little Spanish ballad or romance. which
breathes the public grief on this oceasion, and the populace, gn
the return of the Count de Urena to Cordova, assailed him
. with onc of its-plaintive aud reproachful verses:
* “ DecidConde de Ureiia,

Don Alonzo donde queda ?:*

Count Ureiin! Count Ureda!

Tell us, where is Don Alonzo?

* Bleda, lib. v. cap. £6.
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PREFACE

TQ THE LEGENDS OF THE CONQUEST OF SPAIN.
. N d . .

"Few events in history have been so signal and striking in
their main circumstances, and so overwhelming and enduring
in“their consequences, as that of the conquest of Spain by
the Saracens; yet thete are few where the motives, eha-
Tacters, and ackions of the,agents have been enteloped in
more doubt end contradiction.  As in thememorable story of
the fall of Troy, we have to make out as well as we can, the
Yeritable details through the mists of poetic fiction; yet
poctry has so combineq itself with, and lent its magie colour-
ing to, every fact, that to strip it away, would be tp reduee
the story to a meagre skeleton, and roB it of all its charths.
The storm bf Moslem invasion that swept 86 sudéenly, Over *
the peninsula, silenced for a time the fatht voice of the Muse,
and drove the sons of learning from thur cells. The pen was
thrown aside to grasp the sword and, = and men were too
much taken up with battling against”y1;." .onducyich beset them
on every side, to find time or inclination- . .wdord them.

When the nation had recovered ' 'n some degree from
the effects of this astounding blow, »r rather, had become
accustomed;to the tremendous reverse which it produced, and
sage men sought to inquirc and write the particulars, it was
too late to ascertain them jn their ggact verity. The gloom
and melancholy that had overshadowed the land, had given
birth to a thousand suporstitiou%ﬂmcics: the woes and terrors

of the past were clothed With sypernatural miwcles and por-
tents, and the actors in the fearful drama had alrcady assumed
the dubious characteristics of romance. Or iIf a writer from
among the conquerors undertook to*touch upon the theme, it
was embellished with all thg wild cxtravagances of an oricatal
imagination ; which afterwards stole into the graver works
of the monkish historians. - :
Hence the earlicst chronicles which treat of the downfall
of Spain are apt to be tinctured with fthose' saintly miracles
which savour of the pious labours ofethg cloister, or those
fanciful fictidns that betray their Arabian quthors. | Yet from
these apecryphal sources, the most legitimate and accredited
Spanish histories have taken their rise, as purc rivers may
be traced up to the fens .and mahtled poods of a puorass.
282
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It is true, the authors, with cautious discrimination, have dis-
carded those particulars too startling for belie{‘, and have
culled only such as, fyom “their probability and congruity,
inight be safely recorded as historjeal facts ; yot scarce one of
these but bas been counceted in the original with somer
*romantic fiction, and, cven in its divorced gtate, bears troces
of its former alliance. .

To discard, however, cverything wild and marvellous i
this portion of Spanish listory, i% 40 ‘discard ‘some of its most
beautiful, instructive, and national features; it is to judge of
Spain by the ‘standard of probability suited to tamer and
more prosaic countrics. Spain is virtually a land of poetry

« and romance, where every-day life pattakes of adventure, and
w\ here the least agitation or excitement carries every thing
up into syl vagant cnterprise and daring exploit.  The
Spanis. 8, in al. ! ages, have been of swelling and braggart
goaring in tuought, pompous in word, and valiant,
deed. Their heroie aims have trans-
cended the coo’ ions of their neighbours, and their
reckless darii. ., .norne them on to achiuvqmenj:s which
- prudent enterprisc cof ald never have accomplished.  Since
the time, too, of the co, nquest and occupation of their country
by the Arabs, a strone, infusion of oricntal magnificence has
ontered into the natio nal character, and rendered the Spaniard
distinet from every othe, * nation of Europe. ‘

In the following pages. therefore, the author hnfs ventured
to dip more decply into: the enchanted fountains of old
Spanish chronjele, than has \asually been done by thosewho,
in'modern timics, have treate’l of the cventful period of the
conguest ; but,-in so doing, be,' trusts he ‘will Hlustrate more

fully the character of the pe(\ople_and thq times. Ile has
thought proper to throw the:se records intg the form of
legends, not claiming for them -tlie auther.xtxcx?y of sober !us-
tory, yet giving, nothing that Jinas not historical foundation.
All the facts herein contained, hjowever extravagant some, of
them may be deemedt will be fodnd in the works of sage and
reverend chroniclers of yore, gyojving side by side with long
ackeowledged truthis, and might) be supported by learnéd and
imposing Tefercnods in the margfin. .

spirit, ; .
though vainglorious
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THE LEGEND OF DON RODERICK.*

. CHAPTER 1.

Spa1N, or Iberia, as it was calle®™n-ancient days, has been*
3 country harrassed from the carliest times by the invaden
The Celts, the Ggecks, tlge Pheeniciuns, the Carthagénians, by
turns, or simultaneously, ihfringed its territorics, drove the
pative Iberians from their rightful homes, and established
colonies and founded eities in the land. It subscquently fell
into the all-grasping pgwer of Rome, remaining for some time
a subjugated province; and when that gigantic empire
crumbled into pieces, the Suevi, the Alani, and the Vandals,
those barbarians of the north, overran and ravaged this
devoted country, and portioned out the sbil among them.

Their sway was not of long duration. In the fifth century
the Goths, who were then the allics of Rome, undertook the
reconquest of Iberia, and succceded, after a desperate struggle
of three, years’ duration. They drove before them the bar-
barous hordcs, their predecessors ; intermarried and ihcorpo-
rated themselves with the original inhabitants, and founded a
powerfil amd splendid empire, comprising the Iberian penin-
sula, the gncicnt Narbohnaise, afterwards called Gallia Gotiea,
or Gothic Gaul, and a part of tglc African coust called
Tingitania. A new nation was, in a manner, produced by
this mixture of the Goths angl Iberians. Sprung from a
union of warrior races, rtared and nurtured argidst the din of
arms, the Gothic Spaniards, if they may so be termed, were a
warlike, unquiet, yet high-minded and heroic-people.  Their
simple and abstemious habits, thefr contempt for tvil and
suffering, andtheir love of daring enterprise, fitted them for
a soldier's life. So addicted were they to war, that when
they had no external focs to scontend with, ghey fought with
one another; and when engaged in battle, says an old chro-

* * Many of tWe facts in this leged are tafen from an old chronicle,

written in q?,int and antiquated Spanish, and professing to be a trans-
lation from the Arabian chronicle of the Moor Rasis, by Mohamgped, &

Moslem writer, and Gil Parez, a Spanish priest. ¥ It is-supposed o be a
piece of literary mosaic work, made up from both Spanish and Arabigp
chronicles : yet from this work most, pf the Spanish histérians have
drawn their particulars relativg to the fortunes of Don Roderigk,
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nicler, the very thunders and lightnings of heaven could not
separute them.®

"For two centuries and a half the Gothic powet remmned
unshaken, and the sceptfe was wielded by twenty-five succes-.
sive kings. The crown was electite, in a council of palatines,
eomposed of the bishops and nobles ; who, while they swore
allegiance to the newly-made sovercign, bound him by a
réciprocal oath to be faithful to his trust. Their choice was
made from among the people, subject. only toone condition—-
that the king should be of pure Gothic blood. . But though
the crown was clective in principle, it gradxmllv became
hereditary from usage, aud the power of the sovercign grew :
10 be almost absolute.  The king was -2ommander-in-chief of
the armies ; the whole patronage of the kingdom was in his
hands; he summoned and dissolved the national equneils; he
‘made and revoked laws according to his pleasurc; and, having
ceclesiastical supremacy, he cexercised a sway even over the
consciences of his subjects.

The Goths, at the time of their inroad, were stqut adherents
to the Arian doctrines, but after a time they embraced the
Catholic faith, whieh was maintained by the native Spaniards
free from many of the gross superstitions of the church at

tome; and this unity of faith contributed -more than anything
else to blend and hurmonise the tw opraces into-one. The
blshops and gther clergy were owmplm'\ in their Lves, and
aided to promote the lllﬂl\ nee of the laws and maintain the
authority of the state. The fruits of regular and secure
government were manifestin the ady: anwmult of aﬂ'rxculture,
commerce, .and, the peaceful arts, and in the increase of
weulth, luxury, and refinement; but there was a gradual
decline of the simple, hgrdy, and warlike habits that had
distinguished the nation in its semi-barbarous days.

Such was the state of Spain when, in the year Si*RRedemption
701, Witiza was clected to the Gothic throne. The beginning of
his rei«m gave prozuise of happy @uysto Spain.  He redresied
grievauces, moderated the tributes of his sub)ects. and con- -
ducted himself with mingled mildness and energyin the admi.
nistration of the laws., In alittle while, however, he threw off the
mask, snd sl;pwed hm}seli in his true nature, crucl and lnxurious,

Twb of lus relatives, sons of a preceding king, awakened his

* Florian'de Ocampo, lib. iii. cap 19. Justin Abrev Trog. Ponp. lib.
xliv. Blega. Cronics, lib. ii, cap. 3 .
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jealousy for the sccurity of histhrone. Oneofthem, named Favila,
Duke df Cantabria, he put to death, and would have inflicted the
same fate ubon his son, Pelayo, but that the youth was beyond
his reach, being preserved by Providende for the futyre salvatiog

o0f Spain. The other objegt of his suspicion was Theodofredo,
whp lived retired from coult. The violence of Witiza reached,
him even in his retirement. His eyes were put out, und he
was imgnured within a° castle at Cordova. ~ Roderick, «thb
youthfol son ofe Theodefredo, cscaped to Italy, Where he
reccived profection from th Romans. .
o Witiza, now considering himself sccure upon the throne,
gave the reins to his licentious passions, and soon, by his tyranny
and sénsuality, acquired the appellation of Witiza the Wicked.
Despising the old Gothie continence, and yiclding to the
example of ghe scet of Mahomet, which®suited his lascivious
temperament, he indulged in a plurality of wives and contu-
Dbines, encouraging his subjects to do the same. Nay, he
even sought to guin the sanction of the church to his exeesses;
promulgating a law by which the clergy were rcleased from
their vows of celibacy, und permitted to marry and to enter-
tain paramours.

'The sovereign pontiff Constantine threatened to depose and
excommunicate lum unles$ he abrogated this licentious law ; -
but Witiza set him at defiance, threatening, like his Gothie
predecesser, Alarie, to assail the eternal city with his troops,
and make spoil-of her acgunmlatedy treasures.® We will
adorn vur damsels,” said he, *“ with the jewels of Rome, and
replenish onr coffers frouy the went of St. Peter.”

Some of the clergy opposed themselves to #he inmovating
spirit of the monarch, and endeavoured, from the pulpits, to
rally the people to the pure doctrineg of their fuith ; but they
were deposed from their sacred office, and banished as
seditious miseMef-mukers. ,'The church of Toledo eontinued
refractory ; the ar¢hbishop Sindaredo, it is true, was disposed’
to actommodate himself to th® corruptions of the times, but
the prebendaries battled intrepidly against the new laws of
the monarch; #nd stood manfully in deténee -of their vows of
chastity. “ $ince the church of Toledo wijl not yicld Ttself to -
our will,” said Witiza, *“it shall have twg husbargs.” ® So-
saying. ke appointed his own brother Oppas, at that timé
Archbishop of Seville, to’ take a sgat with Sindaredo in thé

* Chron. de Luitprando, 709 Abarca Anales de Aragon (4 Maho-
metismo, fol. 5). . .,
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cpiscopal chair of Toledo, and made him Primate of Spain.
He was a priest after his own heart, and se(.onded hini in all
his profligate abuses.

« It was in vain the deffunciations of the church werc fulmi--
nated from the chair of St. Petbr; Witiza threw off ali
allegiance to the Roman pontiff, ¢threatening with pain of
death thosc who should obey the papal mandates. “We will
sufftr no forcign ceclesiastio with tnplc crown,” said hc, “to
dominecr over ofir dominions.” s

The Jews had been banished frbm the country durmg the
preccdm«-' reign, but Witiza permitted them to return, and
oven bestowed upon their synagogues privileges of which he
had despoiled the churches. The children of Israel, cver.
since the time when they borrowed the jewels of gold and
the jewels of silver from their neighbours on preparing for
their memorable flight out of Kgypt, have been curious dealers
in gold, and silver, and precious stones ; on this oceasion, there-
fore, they were enabled, it is said, to repay the monarch for his
protection by bags of moncy and caskets of sparkling gems,
the rich product of their oriental commerce.

"The kingdom at this time enjoyed cxternal peace, but there
were symptoms of internal discontent. Witiza took the
alarm ; he remcmbered the ancient turbulence of the nationm,
and its proneness to internal feuds. Issuing secret orders,
thercfore, in all dircctions, he dismantled most of the cities,
and demolished the castles and fertresses that might scrve
as rallying points for the factious. Hc disarmed the people
also, and converted the weapons of war into the implements
of peace. Itisccmed, in fzet, as if the millenium were
dawning vpon the land; for the sword was beaten into a
ploughshare, and the spegr into a pruning hook.

‘While thus the ancient martial fire of the nation was extine
guished, its morals likewise were corrupted. e altars were
abandoned, the churches ¢losed, wide disorder and sensuality
prevailed throughout the land ; %o that, according to the old
chroniclers, within the compass of a few short years, “ Witiza
the Wicked taught all Spain to sin.”

CIIAPTER II.

‘WoE +o the ruler who founds his hope of sway on the
weakness or cotruption of the pgople! The: very measures
taken by Witiza to perpetuate his power ensured his down-.
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fall. While the whole nation under his licentious r.ule, was
sinking' into vice and effeminacy, and the arm of war was
unstrung, the youthful Roderick, son of Theodofredo, was
training up for action in the stern bt wholesomg school of
sallversity. He instructed fhimself in the use of arms; be-
campe adroit and vigorousV by varied cxercises; learned to.
despise all danger; and inured himself to hunger and
watchfulness, and the rigour of the scasons. . o

His merits a®d misfortupes procured himd many friends
among the Homans ; and when, being arrived at a fitting age,
ke undertook to revenge the wrongs of his father and his
kindred, a host of brave and hardy soldiers flocked to: his
standird. With theses he made his sudden appearance in

in. The friends of his house, and the disatfectgd of all
classes, hastgned to join him ; and he aflvanced rapidly, and
without opposition, through an unarmed and enervated land.

‘Witiza saw too late the cvil he-had brought upon him-
self. lle made a hasty levy, and took the ficld with a
scantily equipped and undisciplined host, but was easily
routed and made prisoner, and the whole kingdom submitted
to Don Roderick.

The ancient city of Toledo, the royal residence of the
Gothic kings, was the scenc of high festivity and solemn
ceremonial vn the coronation of the victor. Whether he
was eleoted to the throne according to the Gothic usage,.
or seized it by the right of conquesy, is a matter of dispute
among historians ; but all agrec that the nation submitted
cheesfully to his sway, apd looBed forward to prosperity and
happiness under their newly eleyated monarche His appears
ance and character seemed to justify the anticipation. He
was in the splendour of youth. and of a majestic presence.
His soul was bold and daring, and clevated by lofty desires.
He had a sugfitity that pengtrated the thoughts of eicn, and
a magnificent spirit that won all héarts. Such is the picture
which ancient writers give of Don Rodericl®, when, with all
the stern and simple virtues unimpaired which he had ac-
quired in advérsity and cxile, 4nd flushed with the Jriumph
of a pivus revenge, he ascendéd the Gothic theronc™

Prosperity,; however, is the real touchstﬁlc of the hfiman
heart. ~ No sooner did Roderick find himself in posscssion of
the crown, than the love of powgr, and the jealousp of rule]
were awakened in his breagt. His first meaSurc was,against
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‘Witiza, Who was brought in chains into his presence. Rode-
rick beheld the captive monarch with an unpitying eye, re-
memberjng only his wrongs and crucltics to his favher. * Let
the evils he has inflicted. on, others be visited upon his own
head,”. said’he : “as he did unto¢heodofredo, cven so be it
doue unto him.”  So the cyes of FVitiza were put out, and
e was thrown into the same dungeon at Cordova in which
Fheodofredo had languished.  Thert he passed the brief
remnant ¢f his days, in perpetual darkness, u prey to wretch-
edness and remorsa. “

‘Roderick now cast an uncasy and suspicious eye upon
Tvan and Siscburto, the two sons of Witiza. Icarful lest
they should foment some scerct rebelljon, he banished -them
the kingdom.  They took refuge in the Spanish dominions
in Africa, where theyavere received and harboured by Requila,
governor of Tangicer, out of gratitude for favouts which he
had reccived from their late father. There they remained, to
brood over their fallen fortunes, and to aid in working out
the future woes of Spain.

Their unele Oppas, bishop of Scville, who had been made
co partuer, by Witiza, in the arch-episcopal chair at,Toledo,
would have likewise fallen under the suspicion of the king;
but he was a man of consummate art and vast exterior
sanctity, and won upon the good graces of the moparch.  Ile
was suffered, therefore. to retain bis sacred office at Soville ;
but the see of Toledo yas given jn charge to the venerable
Thbino; and the law of \Vitiza was revoked, that dispensed
the clergy from their vows ofy.celibacy. .

The jealousyof Roderick for the secwrity of his crown was
soon again aroused, and his nfeasures werg prompt and sovere,
ITaving been informed that the governors of certain castles
and fortresses in Castile dnd Andalusia had conspired against
him, he gpused them to be put to death, and thew strong-holds
to be demolished.  He now went on to imitate the pernicious

olicy of his predecessor; thrawing down walls and tovvers,
disarming the people, and thus incapacitating them from re-

“bellion. A few cities were permitted to retajn. their fortifi-
cations, vt these were intrusted to aleaydes, jn whom he
had cspecial confidence : the greater part of the kingdom
was left defenceleds. The nobles, who had begn roused to
temporary manhood during the recent stir of war, sunk back
into the inglorious state ‘of inaction which had disgraced



LEGEND OF DON RODERICK. 367

them during the reign’ of Witizh, passing their time in feast-
ing, ®nd dancing to.the sound of loose and wanton min-
strelsy.® qt was scarcely possible to recognise, in these idle
.wassailers and soft voluptnaries, the descendants of the stern
,and frugal warriors of th frozen north; who ‘had braved
flgod and mountain, and Reat and cold. and had battled their
way to empire across half a world in arms. .
« They, surrounded their youthful monarch, it is trye, with ‘a
blaze of military pomp. . Nothing could surpass the splendour
of their arfns, which were embossed and enamelled, and gn-
siched with gold and jewels and curious devices; nothing
could be more gallant and glovious than their array—it was
all plume and ‘bannes and silken pageantry, the gorgeous
trappings for tilt and towrney and courtly revel; bug the iron
soul of way was wanting. ¢ - .
How rare it is to learn wisdom from the misfortuncs of

others! With the fate.of Witiz full hefore his eyes, Don
Roderick indulged in the same pernicious errors, and was
doomed, in like mamner to prepare the way for his own
perdition.

CHAPTER III.

As yet the heart of Roderick, occupied by the struggles of
his carly-life, by warlike cnterprises, and by the inquictudes
of newly-gotten power, had been igsensible to the charms of
women; but in the present voluptuous ealm the amorous
propensitics of his natyre assamed their sway. There are
divers accounts of the youthﬁllﬂ)vauty who fit found favour
in his cyes, and was clevated by him to the throne. We
follow, in our legend, the details qf an Arabian chronicler,}
authenticatedttray a Spanish poet.? Let those who dispute
our facts protitice better ayghority for their eontradietion.

Among the few fortificd places that had not been dismantled
by Pon Roderick was the anrient city of Denia, situated on
the Mediterrancan coast, and defended on a rock-built castle
that overlooked the sea. ’ * —

The alcayde of the castle,’ with many of* th¢™people of
Denin, was one day on his knces in the chapel, implorin the

* Marfana. ‘Hist. Esp. lib. vi. ¢. 21, .

+ Perdida de Espafia pour Abuleacim,Tarif Abentarique, Iib. i. .
1 Lopede Vega. L
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Virgin tb allay a tempest which was strewing the coast with
wrecks, when a sentinel brought word that a Moorisheeruizer
was standing for the land. The aledyde gave orders to ring
the alarm bells, light signal fires on the hill -tops, and rouse
the country; for the coust was spbject to cruel maraudings
from the Barbary cruizers. ? ¢

In a little while the horsemen ‘of the neighbourhood were
sean pricking along the beach, armed with such weapons as
they cofld find; and the alcayde and hig seanty ‘garrison
descended from the hill. In the meantime the Moorish bark
chme rolling and pitching towards the land.” As it drew
near, the rich carving and gilding with which it was deed-
rated, its silken bandaroles, and b.anks of crimson- oars,
showed it to be no warlike vessel, but a sumptuous galleot,
destined for state and ceremony. It bore the marks of the
tempest: the masts were broken, the oars shhtfered, and
fragments of snowy sails and silken awnings were fluttering in
the blast.

As the galleot grounded upon the sand, the impatient
rabble rushed into the surf to capture and make spoil; but
were awed into admiration and respeet by the appegrance of
the illustrious company on board. There were Moors of both
sexes sumptuously arrayed, and adorned with precious jewels,
bearing the demcanour of persons of lofty rank. Among
them shone conspicuous a youthful beauty, magnificently
attired to whom all scemed to pay reverence,

Several of the MoorsSsurroundéd her with drawn swords,
threatening death to any that approached; others, sprang
from the barkyand throwing themseives on their knees before
the alcayde, implored him, My his honour and courtesy as a
knight, to protect a royal virgin from injury and insult.

“You behold before y6u,” said they, “ the only daughter of
the King of Algiers, the betrothed bride ofsthe son of the
King of Tunis. We wera condudting her to the court of her
expecting bridegroom, when g tempest drove us from our
course, and compelled us to take refuge on your coast. Be
not more cruel thanethe tempest, but deal ngbly with that
which ¢ ve:: sen.and storm have spared.” .

The aleayde listened to their prayers. He conducted the
princess ahd her tréin to the castle, wherc every honour due to
ger rank, was paid her. Some of her uncient attendants inter-
ceded for her liberation, promising countless sums to be paid
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by her father for her ransom; but the alcayde turned a deaf
car to all their golden offers, * She is a royal captive,” said
he; *“it bgjongs to my sovereign alone to dispose of her.”
After she had reposed. therefore, for yome days at the castle,
and recovered from the fatigue and terror of the seas, hé
rcaused her to be conducted, with all her train, in magnificent
state to the court of Don Rbderick.

The beautiful Elyata*eentercd Toledo more like a triumplant
Sovereign than a captive. A chosen band of Christéan horse-
men, splendidly armed,’ Tﬁoarud to wait upon her as a
mere guard of honour. She was surrounded by the Moorith
Blamscls of her train. and followed by her own Moslem guards,
all attired with.the maguificence that had been intended to
grace her arrival at the court of Tunis. | The princess was
arrayed in bridal rohes, woven in the mgst costly loorhs of the
oricnt; hér® diadem sparkled with diamonds, and was deet-
rated with the rarest phumes of the bird ef paradise; and even
the silken trappings of her palfrey, which swept the ground,
were covered with pearls and precious stones. As this
brilliant cavalcade crossed the bridae of the Tagus, all Toledo
poured forth to behold it; and nothing was heard throughout
the. city 'but praises of the wonderful beauty of the princess of
Algiers.  King Roderick eame forth. attended by the chivalry
of his court, to receive the royal eaptive.  His recent volup-
tuous life had disposed him for tender and amorous affections,
and, at the first sight of the beautiful Elyata, he was en-
rapturcd with her charm8. Scein® her face clouded with
sorrow and anxicty, he soothed her with gentle and courteous
words, and, conducting her to a royal palace, ¢ Behold,” said
he, “ thy habitation, where no one shall molest thee; consider
thyself at home in ‘the mansion of thy father, and dispose of
anything according to thy will.”

Here the prizcess passed her time, with the femgle atten-
dants who had accompani®d her from Algiers; m no one
but the king was permitted to visit her, who daily became
more and more enamoured of his lovely captive, and sought,
by tender ass.iduity, to gain her affections. 'The distress of
the princess at her captivity, was soothed by she..mentle
trcatment. *She was of an age when sorrdw cannot longs hold
sway over the heart. Accompanied by her Youthful #ttendunts,
she ranged the spacious apartments of the palace, and sported

* By some she is ¢atled Zars. o ’
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among the groves and alleys of it: garden. Every day the
remembrance of the paternal home grew less and less painful,
and the king became more and more amiable i@ her eyes;
and when, at length, he offered to share bis heart and throne
with her, .she listened with dogvncast looks and kindling
blushes, but with an air of resignal.ion.

One obstacle remained to the complete fruition of the
manarch's wishes, and this was the 'wcligion of the princess.
Rodericl® forthwith employed the Archbishop of Toledo to
instruct the beauntiful Xlyata in thte mysteries of she Christian
flith. The female intellect is quick in pereciving the merits
of new doctrines: the archbishop, therefore, soon succeeded
in converting, not merely the princess, but most of her
attendants; and a day was appointed for their public baptism.
The ecremony was performed with great pomp and solewnity,
ifrthe presence of all the nobility and chivahy of ‘the court.
The princess and her damsels, elad in white, walked on foot
to the cathedral, while mumerous beantiful children, arrayed
as angels, strewed the path with flowers; and the archbishop,
meeting them at the portal, received them, as it were, into
the bosom of the chureh.  "The prineess abandoned her Moorish
appellation of Elyata and was baptised by the ‘namo  of
Extlona, by which she was theneeforth ¢alled, and has gene-
rally been known in history. :

"The nuptials of Roderick and the beautiful® cogvert took
place shortly afterwards, and were celebraged with great
magnificence.  There weke jousts, and tourneys, and banquets,
and other rejoicings, which, lasted twenty days, and were
attended by the principal nobles from all puits of Spain.
After these were over, such &f the attendants of the princess
as refused to embrace Christianity, and desired to return to
Africa, were dismissed® with munificent presents; and an
embassygwas sent to the king of Algiers, to iform him of the
nuptials of his daughter, and t6 frotfer him the friendship of
King Roderick% .

% «('omo csta Infanta cra’may hermoss, y el Rey [Don Rodrigo]
dispuesta ¥ gentil homBhe, entro por medio el amor y aficion, y junto

con erwifids ¢ que la avin mandado hospedar y servir ful causa que

el roy persuadio’ @ Infanta, que si se tornava & su ley do Christiano

. In tomariamor mug ¥ que la haria scitora de sus Reynos. Con esta
perauasion ella fue ¢tenta, ¥ aviendose vuelto Christiana, se caso con
Yella, ¥ se celehraron & bodas con muchas fiestas y regozijos, como cra
razon,"—.A bulcasim, teg'st &€ Espan, cap 3.
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CHAPTER IV.
For a thuc Don Roderick lived happily with his young
and beautiful queen, and Toledo was the seat of festivity and
aplendour. The principalenobles throughout the kingdond

4

*repaired to his court to piy him homage, and to reccive his

cohunands; and none were® more devoted in their reverence
than those who were ofhoxious to suspicion, from their gona
ncexion with the Jate king. . .

M " v . .

Among the foremost og‘t'hcsc was Count Julian, a man
destined to be infamously renowned in the dark story of his
iountry’s woes. e was of once of the proudest Gothie
familics, lord of - Consuggra and Algeziras, and conneeted by
marriage with Witiza and the Bishop Oppas; his wife, the
Countess Frandina, being their sister.e In conseqdence of
this connéson, and of lus own wmerits, he had cnjoyed #fe
highest dignitics and commands, being one of the Espatorios,
or royal sword-bearers: un office of the greatest confidence
about the person of the sovereign.® e had, morcover, been
intrusted with the military government of the Spanish posa
sessious on the African coast of the strait, which at that

* time were threatened by the .Arabs of the Fast, the followers

of Mahomet, who were advancing their vietorious standard
to the extremity of Western Africa. Count Julian esta-
blished bis scut of government at Ceuta, the frontier bulwark,
and one of the far-famed, gates of the Mediterrancan Sea.
lere he boldly faced, and held o cheek, the torrent of
Moslem invasion. o

Ion Julian was a mart of an active, but irggular genius,
and o grasping ambition; hcehad a love for power and

. grandeur, in which’ he was joined by his haughty countess;

and they could ill brook the downfall of their house as
threatened by tife fate of Witiza. They had hastengd, there-
fore, to pay their court to the newly clevated monareh, and
to assure him of their fidelity fo hidinterestsy

- Roderick was readily persuaded*of the sincerity of Count
Julian; he wqs aware of his meyits as a sldicr and a governor,

- -

* Condex Fepatorios: so called from the drawm swotds of ample size
and breadth, with which they kept guard in th autudmm‘;ﬁr;ﬂt‘ the
Gothic kings.. Comes Spathariorum, custodum? corporis Regis Pro-*
fecius. Hune et Propospatharium appellatum existizao.~Pglr. Pan
de Offic. Goth. b 9

c o
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and continued him in his important command; honouring
him with many other marks of implicit confidence. “Count
Julian sought to confirm this confidence by evéry proof of
devotion. Jt was a custom among the Goths to rear many of
the children of the most illustrigus familics of the royau
household. 'They scrved as pages Jo the king, and handmaids
and ladies of honour to the queen, and were instructed in all
thamer of accomplishments befitting their gentle, blood.
When alout to® depart for Ceusq, to resunre his command,
Don Julian brought his daughter #lorinda to prescnt her to
the sovereigns.  She was a beautiful virgin, that had not as
yet attained-to womanhood. ** I confide her to your pro-
tection,” said he to the king, * to beeunto her as a father;
and to hpve her trained in the paths of virtue. I can leave
with you no dearer phdge of my loyalty.” ¢ .

ing Roderick received the timid ‘and blushing maiden
into his paternal eard; promising to watch over her happiness
with a pavent’s cye, and that =he should he enrolled among
the most cherished attendants of the queen. With this
assurance of the welfare of his child, Count Julian departed,
well pleased, for his government at Ceuta. .

CHAPTER V. :

Taz beautiful daughter of Count Julinn was reecived with
great favour by the queen Exilona, and admitted among the
noble' damsels that attended upon her person.  lere she
lived in honour and apparent sccurity, and surrounded by
innocent deligdits. o gratity his queen. Don Roderick had
built for her rural reereation a palace without the walls of
“Toledo, on the Danks of the Tagus, It stood in the midst of
a garden, adorned after the luxurious style of, the East.  The
air was pferfumed by fragrant shrubs and floweik; the groves
resounded with the song df the nightingale: while the gush
of fountains and waterfalls, and the distant murmur of the
Tagus, made it a delightful retreat during the sultry days
of summer. The charm of® perfeet privacy- also reigned
throughodt the place; for (h¢ garden walls were high, and
numbtrouy guards (kept watch without to protect it from all

* intrusion, . e
* In this delicious aboedg, more befitting an oriental volup-
tuary than a Géthie king, Don Roderick was accustomed to
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while away much of that time which should have been
devottd to the toilsome cares of government. The very
sccurity afld peace which he had produecd throughout his
- dominions, by his precautions to abofish the means and haly-
» tudes of war, had effected & disastrous change in ks character.
The hardy and heroic qua:iitics which had conducted bim to
the throne, were softened in the lap of indulgence. Sur-
.rounded by the pleasures of an idle and effeminate Lourty and
beguilad by the example of his degenerate’ nobles, he gave
way to a fital sensuality fat had lain dormant in his natyre
{during the virtuous days of his adversity. The mere love of
female beauty had first enamoured him of Kxilona; and the
sam¢ passion, fostered by voluptuous idleness, now betrayed
him into the commission of an act fatal to himself apd Spain.
The followjng is the story of his crror} as gathered from an
old chronicle and legend. . e

In a remote part of the palace was an apartment devoted
to the queen. It was like an ecastern harem, shut up from the
foot of man, and where the king himsclf but rarely entered.
It had its own courts, and gardens, imd fountains, where the
queen was wont to reercate herself with her damsels, ay she
had been accustomed to do in the jealous privacy of her
father’s palace. - o

One sultry day, the king, instead of taking his siesta, or
mid-daye slamber, repaived to this apartment to seck the *
society of the queen.  Ingpassing through a small oratory, he
was drawn by the sound of female voices 1o a easement over-
hung with myrtles and jasmince. It loohed into an interior
garden or court, sct out with orange trees, % the midst of
which was a marble fountain, surrounded by a grassy bank,
enamelled with flowers. . ’

It was the high noontide of a smnmer day, when, in sultry
Spain, the ldhdscape trembjes to the eye, and all nzBure scck
repose, exeept the grasshopper, that pipes his lulling note to
the herdsman as he sleeps bemeathfthe shade

Around the fountain were several of the damsels of the
queen, whoa confident of the sacred *privacy of the Dlace,
were yicldimg in that cool retfeat to the indulgend® prompted
by the scason and the hour.  Some lay asleep on the fhwery
bank : others sat on the margin of the f()lntuiu. talking a%‘
laughing, as they bathed their feet in its hmnpid waters,

*2c¢c2,
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King Roderick belield delicate Limbs. shining through the
wave, that might rival the marble in whiteness, = -

Among the damsels was one who had come frorh the Bar-
bary coast with the quetn. Her complexion had the dark -
tinge of Mauritania, but it was clcdx and transparent, and the
deep rich rose blushed through thedovely brown. -Her eyes
were black and full of firc, and flashed from under leng silken
eyelmhes. . A

A sportive contest arose amongithe maidens; as to the com-
pagative beauty of the Spanish and Moorish forms; but the
Mauritanian damsel revealed limbs of voluptuous symmetry -
that scemed to defy all rivalry.

The Spanish beauties were on the point of giving up the'con-
test, when they bethought themselves of the young Florinda,

, thg daughter of Count Julian, who lay on the grassy bank,
abandoned 1o a summer slumber. The soft glow of youth
and health mantled on. her check; her fringed eyelashes
scarcely covered their sleeping orbs ; her moist and ruby lips
were lightly parted, just revealing a gleam of her ivory tecth;
while her innocent bosom rose and fell beneath her boddice,
like the gentle swelling and sinking of a tranquil sea. There
was a breathing tenderuess and beauty in the sleeping virgin,
that seemed to scnd forth sweetness like the flowers around
her. )

* Behold,” eried her companions, exultingly, * the champion
of Spanish beauty !’ . -

In their playful eagerness they half disrobed the innocent
Florinda before she was aware!  She awoke in time, however,
to cscape from ¢heir busy hands ; but enough of her charms
had been revealed to convinee the ‘monarch that they were
not to be rivalled by the rarest beautics of Mauritania,

From this day the heart of Roderick was inflamed with a
fatal passibn.  He gazed on the beautiful Florinda with fervid
desive, and sought to reag in her looks whether there was
Tovity or wantohiness in wer Bosom; but the eye of the

damsel ever sunk beneath his gaze, and remained bent on the

earth_in virgin modesty. ' ~
It W ifi vait hewalled to ulind the sacred trast reposed
in hith Ly, Count J(ulian. and the promise he had given to

‘watch over his daughter with paternal care; his heart was
itiated by scnsual indujgence, and the consciousness of

power had renddred bim selfish in ’his gratifications.
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‘Being one evening in thé garden where the queen was
diverting hersclf with her damsels, aud coming to tlie founs
tain wher€ he had beheld the innocent maidens at their sport,

- he could no longer restrain the passion that raged within his
) *breast. Seating himself-beside the fountain, he' called Flo-
rinda to him to draw fogth a thori which had pier¢ed his
hand. ‘Themaiden knglt at his fect to cxamine his hand, apd
+ the touch of her slender fingers thrilled throughhis ¥eins.
As she knelt, tdo, her #ambér locks fell in rich ringlets about
her benutiful head. her Ynnocent bosom palpitated beneath
ithe erimson boddice, and her timid blushes increased the
effulgence of her charms. '

Having cxamined the monarch’s hand in vain, she looked
up in bis face with artless perplexity. . "

% Seniery” said she, *I can find no thorn, nor any sign,of ,
wound.” .

Don Roderick grasped her hand, and pressed it to his
heart. * It is here, lovely Florinda;” raid he. *“It s here!
and thou alone can pluck it forth!” "

“My Lord!" exclaimed the blushing and astonished
maidene

“Florinda!” said Don, Roderick, ¢ dost thou love me ?”

“Senior,” said ghe, “my*father taught me to lovg and
reverence fou.  He confided me to your care as one who
would bt as a parent to me, when he should be far distant,
serving your majesty witl? life and doyalty. May God incline
your majesty ever'to protect me as a father!” So saying,
thes maiden dropped hey, eves fo the ground, and continued
kneeling; but her countenancg had become aeadly pale, and
as she knelt she trembled. . .

“ Florinda,” 'said the king, “cither thou dost not 6r thou
wilt not undersiand me. 1 would have thee love me, not as
a father, nor as a monasch, but as one who addres thee.
Why dost thou start> No one shall knoi dur loves; and,
moveover, the love of a mofarch {uflicts nd' degradation like
the love of a common man-—riches ang honours attend upon
it. I will advance thec to run:k and dignity; and, glana, thee
above the Proudest females of my court. - Thy father; too,
shall be more exalted and endowed than an{gmble in myrealm.”,

‘The sbft eye of Florinda kindled at thest words, ** h‘cnior,}
said she, “the line I spring from con receive no diknity by
means so vile ; and my father would rather die than purchase
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rank and power by the dishonour of his child. But I see,”
continued she, *that your majesty speaks in this manner
only to try me. Youma) have thought me light &nd simple,
aad unworthy to attend'upon the queen. I pray your majesty
to pardon t‘ne, that I have taken- your pleasuntry in such
scrious P

In this way the agitated maulen sought to evade the
addss of the monar ch: but still her check was blanched
and her lip quivered as she spake., o

The king pressed her hand to hit lips with fcr\'our “ May
ruin scize me,” cried he, * if I speak to prove thee! My
heart, my kingdom are at thy command. Ouly be mine,
and thou shalt rule absolute mistresssof myself and my do-
mains.’

JThe dnmscl rose from the carth where she had hitherto
knelt, and her whole countenance glowed with virtuous indig-
nation. My lord,” said she, *J am your subjeet, und in
your power ; take my life if it be your pleasure: but nothing
shall tempt ne to commit a erime which would be treason to
the queen, disgrace to my father, agony to my mother, and
perdition to mysclf.” With these words she left the garden,
and the king, for the moment, was too much awed by her
indignant virtue to oppose her departure.

We shall pass brietly over the succeeding events of the
story of Florinda, about which so much has been said and
sung by chronicler and hard: fon the sober page of history
should “be carefully chastencd from all scenes that might
inflame a wanton imagination; leaving them to poems. .and
romances, and such- like highly ses woned works of ntasy
and recreation,

Let it suffice to say, that Don Rodenck pursucd his suit to
the benutiful Ilorinda, his passion being more and more
inflamed by the resistance of the wirtuous dnmsel. At length,
forgetting what was due t helpless beauty, to his own honour
as a knight, and' his wordias a wovereign, he triumphed’over
her weakness by basc and unmanly violence.

There are not wanting those who affrm that the hapless
Florinda 1ent a¢ \'wldmg car to the solicitations of she monarch,
and ler game has zxoen treated with opprobrium ia several of
she ancient chronieles and legendary ballads that have trans-
thitted. from gcnu.mon tq generation, the story of the woes of
Spain. . In very truth, however, ghe appears to have been a
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guiltless vietim, resisting, as far as helpless female could
resisty the arts amd intrigues of a powerful monarch, who had
nought to gheek the indulgence of his will, and bewailing her
_disgrace with a poignancy that shows how dearly she had
eprized her honour. . : ¢
'~ 1In the first, paroxysm of her grief she wrote a letter to her
father, blotted with her tears, and almost incoherent {rom her
agitation. ** Would t8 God. my father,” said she,  thgj the
" earth Nad opened and syallowed me ere I had beeh reduced
to write these lines! 1 l)}u!h to tell thee what it is not proper
. to conceal.  Alas, my father! thou hast intrusted thy lamls to
Sthe guardianship of the lion. 'Thy danghter has been dis-
honeured, the -royal eradle of the Goths polluted, and our
lineage insulted and disgraced.  ITasten, my father, to reseue
your child from the power of the spoilar, und to vindicate the
honour of $our house!” A
When Florinda had written these liscs, she summoned a
youthful csquire, who had been a page in the serviee of her
father.  « Saddle thy steed,” said she, © and if thou dost
aspire to knightly honour, or hope for lady’s grace—if thou
hast fealty for thy lord, or devotion to his daughter—speed
swiftly'upon my errand.  Rest not, halt not, sparc not the
spur, but hic thee day and night until theu reach the sca;
take the fiest bark, aud haste” with sail and oar to Ceuta, nor
pause uptil you give this letter to the countmy father.”  The
outh put the letter in his boxom. * Trust me, lady.” said
e, “ 1 will neither halt hor turn &ide. nor east a look behind,
until I reach Count Julian.”, e mounted his fleet steed,
spéd his way across the bridge, and soon lefgbehind him the
verdant valley of the Tagus. o

CHAPTER VL

THE heart of Don Roderick wgs not so dnpruvca by sensu-
ality, but that the wrong he. h:ulj‘l)ccn gujlty -of toward the
innocent Florinda, and the disgrfice he had inflicted on her
house weighed heavy on hiy spiritseand a cloud began to
gather on us once clear andgqmwrinkled brow. e® == *
Heaven, at this time, say the old sz'misﬁ chroniclgs, per-
mitted a marvellous intimation of the ‘path with whieh it
intended té visit the monarch and his people in punishmen;%f
their sins ; nor arc we, say thtesame orghodox Yritersy to
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startle, and withhold otir faith. when we meet in the page of
discreet and sober history with those signs And portents which
transcend the probabilities of ordinary life ; for thd revolutions
of empires and the downfall of mighty kings are awful cvents,
that shake the physical as well as the moral world, and are
often announced hy forcrunning marvels atd prodigious
omens.  With such-like cantious preliminaries do the wary
Hut credylous historiographers of yore usher in a marvellous
event of prophcey and enchantia-nt, linked “n anciert story
with the fortunes of Don Roderick, but which modern doubters
would fain hold up as an apoeryphal tradition of Arabian
origin.

Now, so it happened. aceording to the legend, that about
this time, as King Roderick was seated one day on his throne,
syrrounded by his nooles, in the ancient city of "leledo, two
men of vencrable appearance entered the hall of audience.
Their snowy beards deseended to their breasts. and their gray
hairs were bound with ivy.  They were avrayed in white gar-
ments of foreign or antiquated fashion, which swept the
ground, and were cinctured with givdles wrought with the
signg of the zodine, from which were suspended ewormous
bunches of keys of every variety of form.  Having approached
the throne and made obeisanees ** hnow, O hing.” said one
of the old men, * that in days of yore, when Hercules of
Lybia, surnamed the Strong, had set up his pillars at the
ocean strait, he erceted a fower neer to this ancient eity of
Toledo.  Tle built it of prodigions strength, and finished it
with magie art, shutting up within it a fearful secret, never
to be penetratee, without peril and disaster.  To proteet this
terrible mystery he closed the entranee to the edifice with a
ponderous door of iron, sceured by a great lock of steel, and
he lcft a command that every king who should suceeed him
should ade another lock to the partal, denouncing woe and
destruetion on him who shruld eventually unfold the secrct of
the tower. " .o )

“The guardianship of the portal was given to our ancestors,
~nd has continued in our family from generatior to genera-
tion, ¥inec the days af Llercules®  Several kings, fom time to
time. wave eaused the gate to be thrown open. and have

ttempted to enter, thut have paid dearly for their temerity.
Soue haye perished within the threshold. others have been
overwhelmed witlt horror at tremendous sounds, which shook
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the foundations of the carth, and have hastened to réclose the
door, und securc it with its thousand locks. Thus, since the
days of Hércules, the inmost recesses of the pile have never

.been penetrated by mortal man, and «¢ profound mystery con-
tinues to prevail over this, freat enchantment.  This, O king,
ig all we have to relate, and our crrand is to cntreat thee to
repair to the tower and affix thy lock to the portal, us has
.been done by all thy 1?1'0(10(-0ssurs." Having thus saide the
ancient men magle a profouyd reverence and departefl from the
presence cltamber.® \ '
3  Don Roderick remained for some time lost in thought affer
the departure of the men: he then dismissed all his court,
excepting the venerable Urbino, at that time archbishop of
Toledo. The long white beard of this prelate bespoke his
advanced, age, and his overhauging eydbrows showed him a
man full of wary counsel. *e
¢ Father,” said the king, T have hn carnest desire to
penetrate the mystery of this tower.”  The worthy prelate
shook his hoary head: * Beware, my son,” said he ; ¢ there
are secrets hidden from man for his good.  Your predecessors
for many generations have respeeted this mystery, and have
increased in might and cmpire. A knowledge of it, there-
fore, is not material. to the welfare of your kingdom. Scek
not, then, to indulge a rash and unprofitable curiosity, which
1s interdicted under snch awful menaces.”

“ Of what importance, yerivd the king, * are the menaces
of I{ercules, the Lybian?  Waus he not a pagan? and can lis
enchuntments have anght avail against a belicver in our holy
faith?>  Doubtless, in this wwer are locked sip treasures of
gold and jewels, amassed in dags of old, the spoils of mighty
kings, the riches of the pagun world. My coffers are ex-
hausted ; I have need of supply ; and surely it would be an
aceeptable aet in the eyes of Heaven to draw forth tis wealth
which lies buried under profane ansl necromantie spells, and
condecrate it to religious purgoses.;

L]
The venerable archbishop still continued to remonstrate;
but Don Rodgrick heeded not yis couns®l, for he was led on
by his malignant star.  * Fatleer,” said hg, * it ise® vaiuf-You
attempt to dissuade me ; my resolution is fixed. To-mmrrow
* Perdfta d¢ Espatia por Abulcasim Tarif Aberarique, li?). i. cap. o

Cronica del Rey Don Rodrigo por el morg Rasis, lib. i cap. & Blcv.
e

A e
Cron. cap. vii. R .
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I will esplore the hidden mystery, or rather the hidden trea-
surcs, of this tower.” :

-~ -

. CHIAPTER VII. '

Tn v morning sun shone brightly upon the cliff-built towérs
of Toledo, when King Roderick issued out of the gate of the
city at the head of a numerous train of courtiers and cuvaliers,
and crossed the bridge that l)cs{ri{lcfs the deep rocky bed of
the Trgus.  The shining cavaleaue wound up the road that
leads among the mountains, and soon came in sight of the
necromantic tower. .

Of this renowned edifice marvels are related by the ancient
Arabiari and Spanish chroniclers ; ¢ and T doubt much,” adds
the venerable Agapida, “ whether many readers Wwill not con-
sider the whole as arcunningly devised fable, sprueg from an
oriental imagination ; but it is not for me to reject a fact
which is recorded by all those writers who are the futhers of
our national history : a faet, too, which is as well attested as
most of the remarkable events in the story of Don Roderick.
Noune but light and inconsiderate minds,” continues‘the good
frinx, © do hastily rejeet the marvellons.  To the thinking
mind the whole world is enveloped in mystery,; and cvery-
thing is full of type and portent.  To such a mind the neero-
mantic tower of Toledo wall appear as one of those wondrous
monumnents of the older time; one of those Egyptian and
Chaldaic piles, storied with hidden wisdom and mystic pro-
pheey, which Fave been devised in past ages, when maii yet
enjoyed an intercourse with high and spiritual natures, and
when humian feresight partook of divination.™

This singular tower was round, and of great height and
grandeuy; crected upon a lofty rock. =2l smtownded by crags
and preeipices.  The fouyditisu as supported by fowr brazen
lions. each taller; than u e valiey on horseback ; the wallv were
built of small picees of jasper, and various coloured marbles,
not larger than a mas's handy so subtilely joined. however,
w butefor their diffierent hnes, they might be taken for one
entire stone.  They were arranged with marvellous cunning,

.80 s to. represeng battles, and warlike deeds of times and
N hieroes long since passed away. and the whole surface was so
Ghmirably polished that the stones were as Justrous as glass,



LEGEND OF DON RODERICK. 381

and refleeted the rays of the sun with such resplendent bright-
ness a% to dazzle all beholders.*

King R8derick and his courtiers arrived wondering and
amazed at the foot of the roek. Hefe there was a navrow
edtrched way cut through the living stone ; the only entrance
tq the tower. It was closed by a’massive iron gate, covered
with rusty locks of divegs workmanship, and n the fashion of
«differeand centuries, whi(gh had been affixed by the predecessors
of DondRodericl.  On @thg side of the porthl stood the two
ancient guatdians of the tywer, laden with the keys apper-
#aining to the locks.

The king alighted, and, approaching the portals, ordered
the Fuardians to unleck the gate,  The hoary-headed men
drew back with terror.  * Mas!” eried they, ~what is jt
your majesfy requires of us?  Would you bave the mischiefs
of this tower unbound, and let loose to shake the earth to its
foundations?” ’ -

The venerable archbishop Urbino likewise implorcd Lim not
to disturb a mystery which had been held sacred from gene-
ration to gencration, within the memory of man: and which
even Cesar himself, when sovercign of” Spain, had not ven-
tured to invade. The wvouthful cavaliers, however, were
cager to pursue the adventwre, and encowraged him in his

rash curiosty.

“Conre whbat come may.” exclaimed Don Roderick, “1
am resolved to penctrate the mystery of this tower.”  So
saying, he again commanded the guardians to wnlock the

utal, | The ancient men obeyed with fear and trembling,
but their hauds shook ‘with age, and when®hey applicd the
keys, the locks were so rustéd by tiwe, or of such -trange
workmanship. that they resisted their feeblé efforts: where-
upon the young cavaliers pressed forward and lent their aid,

Still the 16%ks were <o nymerous and diflicult, thy: with all
their cagerness and strength, a great part of the day was
exhiwsted before the whole ef thop could be mastered.

When the last bolt had yielded to the key, the guardiang
and the rewrend archbishopy again éntreated the ki]:br‘g;_
pausc and feflcet. - Whatever 15 within this td%er, “raid
they, *is as yet harmless, and lies bound undcr a mighty

* From the minute account of the good friar, @rawn imu’ the am'iet’fo
chronicies, it would appear that the waljs of the tower were gjt:ture(in
moaaic work. *
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spell: venturc not then to open a door which may let forth
a flood of evil upon the land.” But the anger of the king
was roused, and he ordered that the portal should‘be mstuntly
«thrown open. In vaih, howe ever, did one after another exert
his strength; and equally in vain did the cavaliers unite
their torccsﬁnd apply their shoulders to the gate: though
there was - ncither bar nor bolt’ reqaining, it was pertectly
Imfoveable.

The patiencd of the king wag ow exhausted, and he
'v,ghanccd to apply his hand; scaxiely, however, did he touch
the iron gate, when it swung slowly open, uttering, as it
were, a dismal groan, as it turned reluctautly upon its | hinges.
A cold, damp wind issued forth, accompanied by a tem-
pestuous sound.  The hearts of the ancient guardians quaked

within them, and théir knees smote t()ﬂ'(,‘lllCl, but several of
the youthful cavaliers rushed in, cager to gratify their
cutiosity, or to signalise themselves in tbis redoubtable enter-
prise. I‘hov had scarcely advanced a few paces, however,
when they recoiled, overcome by the baleful air, or by some
fearfal vision.* Upon this, the king ordered that fires

should be kindled to dispel the darkness, and to carrect the

noxious and long imprisoned air: he then led the way into
the interior; lmt though stowt of heart, he advanced with
awe and hesitation.

After proceeding a short distance, he entered w hall, or
antechamber, on the oppesite side of which was a door; and
before it, on a pedestal. stood a gigantic figure, of the colour
of bronze, and of a terrible aspeet, It hc]d a huge mace,
which it whirl{d incessantly, giving such cruel and resound-
ing blows upon the carth as th prevent all further entrance.

The king paused at sight of this appalling figure; for
whether it were a living bvmg or a statue of wagic artlﬁ(-c,
he couldinot tell.  On its breast,was a seroll,'\hereon was
inscribed in large letters, I do my*duty.}” After a bttle
while Roderick' plucked iup heart, and addressed. it ‘with
great solemuity: “ Whatever thou be,” said he, “know that

-% nome not to violate ‘this sanc’uary. but to inguirc mto’ the
m)_fmy 1 ¥onmmst, I conuu-e‘thce. therefore, to'let me pass
in safety.”
< Upon this. tho lgure paused with uphlted macc, and the
~k‘;lg and his trnin passed pmuolcstcd through the door.
* Bleda, Cronica, cap. 7. + Ibid.

)
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They now cntered a vast chamber, of a rare and suniptuous
architctture, difficult to be described. The walls were in-
crusted witl® the most precious gems, so joined together as to
form one smooth -and perfect surface® The lofty, dome ap-,

tared to be self-supported, and was studded with gems,
usfrous as the stars of the firmament. There wasgeither wood
nor any other common of base material to be seen throughout
the cdifige. There were no windows or other opepinge to
admit the day, yot a radiant light was spread throughout the
place, which® secmed to sh¥pe from the walls, and to rende;‘
gvery objeet distinetly visible.

In the centre of this hall stood a table of alabaster, of the
rarest® workmanship, onewhich was inscribed in Greck cha-
racters, that Ilercules Aleides, the Theban Greek, had founded
this tower, {p the year of the world thfce thousand and six,
Upon the table stood a golden casket, richly set round with
precious stones, and closed with a lock of nu)lhgz;g-pearl;
and ou the lid were inseribed the following words:—

“ In this coffer is contained the mystery of the tower. The
hand of none but a king can open it; but let him beware!
for marvgllous cvents will be revealed to him, which are to
take place before bis death.”

King Roderick boldly seized upon the casket. The vene-
rable archbirhop laid his hand upon his arm, and made a last
remonstrance.  * Forbear, my son!™ said he; * desist while
there is yet time.  Look net into the mysterious decrecs of
Providence. God has hidden them in mercy from our sight,
and Jt is impious to rend theeveil by which they are con-
cealed.” *

*What have I tadread from § knowledge of the futurc?”
replied Roderick, with an air of haughty presumption. «1If
good be destined,me, I shali enjoy it by antieipation: if evil,
I shall arm™Myself to mect,it.” So saying, he rastdy broke
the lock. .

Wthin the coffer he found mothing but a lihen cloth, folded
between two tablets of copper.  On unfolding it, he beheld
painted on it Hrures of men on lprscback, of fieree demeanouy,, . -
clad in turbshis and robes of m&)us coloums, afker tHhe fashion
of the Arabs, with scimitars hanging from their ncecks) and
crossbows at their saddle backs, and they carried®bannersY;
and pennons with divers deviceg, Above Them s i
scribed in Greek characters, “ Rash mwondteh! behold th
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men wlo are to hurl thee from thy throne, and subdue thy
kingdom!”’

At sight of these things the king was troubk:d in spirit,
and dismay fell upon: his attendants. While they were yet
regarding the paintings, it scemed as if the figures began to,
move, and agfaint sound of warlike tumult arose from the
cloth, with the clash of cymbal and bray of trumpet, the
neigh. of steed and shout of army; "but all was heard indis-.
tinctly, as if afar off, or in a rgvene or drpam.  The more
they gazed, the plainer beeame tlie motion, and the louder
the voise; and the linen cloth rolled forth, and amplified,
and spread out, as it were, a mighty banner, and filled the
hall, and mingled with the air, wntil its texture wus no
longer visible, or appeared as a transparent cloud: and the
ﬁhadowy figures beeame all in mouon, and the din und
upioar beeame fiercer and ficreer; aud whether the whole
were an animated pieture, or a vis,on, ov an array of embodied
spirits, ¢Bijured up by supernatural power, no one present
could tell.  They beheld before them a great field of battle,
where Christians and Moslems were  engaged  in - deadly
conilict. They heard the rush and tramp of steeds, the blast
of trump and clarion, the elash of eymbal. and the stormny
din of a thousand drums.  There vas the clash of swords,
and maces, and battle-axes, with the whistling of arrows,
and the hurling of darts and lances.  The Christiars quailed

. before the foe; the infidels pressedeupon them and put them
to utter rout; the standard of the Cross was cast down, the
banner of Spain was trodder ynder foot, the air resoupded
with shouts oftriumph, with yells of fury, and with the
groans of dying men. Amiist the flying squadrons, King
Roderick bebeld a erowned warrior, whose back was turned
towards him, but whose armour and deviee were his own,
and whogvas mounted on a white steed that 1tsembled his
own war-horse Orclin.  "n the confusion of the flight, the
warrior was discounted. gnd was no longer to he seen and
Orclia galloped wildly through the field of battle without a
aider. S N
“Toderkek stgyed, to see no Snore, but rushed fom the fatal
hall, {ollowed by his terrified attendants.  They fled through
«ihe outex chamberyg where the gigantic ficure with the whirl-
ﬁg mace had disapp«‘:m}'l.fmm his pedestal: and on iv-uing
ilto ulc open alr, they found the two ancient guardiuns of



LEGEND OF DON RODERICK. 385

the tower lying dead at the portal, as though they hid been
erushed by some mighty blow. Al nature, “which had been
clear and sevene, was now in wild uproar. The heavens were
datkened by heavy clouds: loud burste of thunder rent the,

.:ﬂr. and thé carth was deluged with rain and rattling hail.

dhe king ordered that the i:on portal shoujg be closed;
but the door was immgvedble, and the cavalicrs were dm—
wiyed by the tremendons turmoil and the mingled ~houhmm}
groans 1.1111.’ continued ty pr‘m.ul within. 'Jh(, me and his
train hastered back to 1?{0(]0 pursued and pcltvd by the
tempest  The mountains shook and echoed with the thundef,
trees were uprooted and blown down, and the Tagus raged
and roared and’ flowed above its banks. It \(w-nu-d to thc
affrighted cowrtiers ax if the phantom legions of the tower
had 1-»110(] gm‘th and nun(ﬂ(-d with the storm: for amidst the
claps of thunder and the howling of the wind, they fancied
they heard the sound of the drums and frumpety, the shouts
of armies and the rush of steeds.  Thus beaten h\"?vln]wst
and overwhelmed with horror, the king and his courtiers
arrived at Toledo, elattering across the bridge of the Tagus,
‘md entering the gate in hwullom confision, as though they
had been pur~und by an enemy.

In the morning the htavéps were again serenc, and all
nature was: restored to 1r: wgnillity, The king. therefore,
issued forth with his e u.llun. and took the road to the
tower, followed by a gregt multitude, for he was anmxjons
onece more to close the jron door, and shut up those evils
that,threatened to overwhehn the Jand. But lo! on coming
in sight of the tower, 2° new wonder met ®eir eyes,  An
ceagle appeared high in the af, <ceming to deseend from
keaven.  He bore in his bewk a burning brad, and Jighting
on the summit of the tower. fumed the fire with his wings.
1n =« little Wiwile the edifiee 1)111‘\1 forth into a blaze, ag thuuuh
it had been built of rosin. and the dlames mounted mtu the
air With a brillianey more dgzzling than the sun; nor did
they cease until every stone was cousumed. and the ulml«- was
reduced to a peap of ashes.  Then ther® came 2 vast fight of
birds, small fof size and suble pf hue, (Lukenmg #h® oy ke
a cloud: and they descended and whecled in eireles round
the ashes, capsing so great o wind with their wingdthat thet-
whol» was borne up into the air and seattered Mhroughout alf
Spain, and vherever a particle of hose asbion fell it WISTER
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stain of blood. It is furthermore recorded by ancient men
and writers of former days, that all those on whom this dust
fell were afterwards slain in battle, when the cpuntry was
conquered by the Arabs, and that the destruction of this
necromantie tower was a sign and token of the approaching;
perdition of Spain. .

“Let all thosc,” concludes lhe cautious friar, “who
questign the verity of this most marvellous occurrence, con-
sult those admirable sources of gur Jistory, the chronicle of
the Moor Rasis, and the work entitied. ¢ The Fall of Spain,’
written by the Moor, Abulcasim Tarif Abentarique. Let
them consult, morcover, the venerable historian Bleda, and
the cloud of other Catholic Spanish wrjters, who have trzated
of this cvent, and they will find I have related nothing that
has not been printed and published under the inspection and
sanction of our holy mother church.  God alone knoweth the
truth of these things; 1 speak mothing but what has been
handed @own to me from times of old.”

CHAPTER YIII.

Tur course of our legendary nmration now rewurns to
notice the fortunes of Count Julian, after his departure from
Toledo, to resume his government on the coast of Barbary.
He left the Countess Frandina at Algeziras, his paternal
domain, for the provinee under his command was threatened
with invasion. In fact, wanen he arrived at Ceuta he found
his post in imminent danger from the all-conquering Moslems.
The Arabs of the East, the followers of Mahomet. having sub-
jugated scveral of the most potent oriental kingdoms, had
established their seat of empire at Damascus, where, at this
time, it was filled by Waled Almanzor, surnamed * the Sword
of God.” From thence the tide of Moslem ec.yuest had
rolled on'to the shores of the Atlantic: so that all Alnagreb,
or Western Afriga, had submitted to the standard of the. pro-
phet, with the exception of a portion of Tingitania, lying
along the straits ; bewg the province held by the Goths of

e, and comynanded by Cognt Julian. The Asab invaders
werc 4 hundred thousand strong, most of them veteran troops,
.seasoned /n warfure and accustomed to victory. They were
‘wian old Avab general, Muza ben Nusicr, to whom was

e Gt the government of Almagreb; most of which he had
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himself conquered. The ambition of this veterad was to
makeethe Moslem conquest complete, by expelling the Chris-
tians fromy the Afrjcan shores; with this view his troops
menaced the few remaining Gothic fortregses of, Tingitanig,
‘svhile he himself sat down tn person before the walls of Ceuta.
*The Arab chiefrin had bten rendered confident by continual
sticeess, and thought nothing could resist his arms and the
sacred standard of th€ prophet. Tmpatient of the gedioas
*delays of a siege, he led, hiy troops holdly against the rock-
built toWers of Teuta, Al attempted to take the place by
storm.  ‘The onset was fibree, and the struggle desperate:
“the swagthy sons of the desert were light and vigorous, and
of fiery spirits but ghe Goths, inured to danger on this
frontier, retained the stubborn valour of their race, so im-
paired among their brethren in Spasm. They were com-
manded, ‘t®, by one shilled in warfare, and ambitious of
renown.  After a vehement conflict, tife Moslgm assailants
were repulsed from all points, and driven from e walls.
Don Julian sallicd forth, and bharassed them in their retreat;
and so severe was the carnage, tuat the veterm Maza was fain
to break up his camp and retive confounded from the siege.,
The vietory at Ceuta resounded throughout Tingitania, and
spread universal joy.  On every side were heard shouts of
exultation inglcd with prases of Count Julian. 1le was
hailed by thé people, wherever he went. as their deliverer,
and blessings were invoked upon his head.  The heart of
Count Julian was lifted up, und his %pirit swelled within him ;
but it was with noble and virtugus pride. for he was econscious
of hying merited the blessings of his countrpe
In the midst of his exultations and while the rejoicings of

. the people were yet sounnding in his cars, the page arrived

who bore the letter from his unfortunate diughter.

* Whate'gingy from the king? ' said the counf, as the
page knelt before him : * None my lord,” replied the youth,
** but. I bear a letter sent in all hastc by the Rady Florinda.”

He took the letter from his bosomn and presented: it to his
lord. As Count Julian read jt, his cwuntenance darkened
and fell. ‘¢This,” said he, itterly, “js mpy «8®vard ‘for
serving a tyrant ; and these mé. the honows heaped on me
by my country. while fighting its battles in a forefgn land.'-
May evil overtake me, and infamy rest up’m ny W,{
cease until I have full measure of fevenge.” o .

2p
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Count Julian was vehement in his passions, and took no
counsel in his wrath.  His spirit was haughty in the extreme,
but destitute of truc magnanimity, and when onge wounded
turned to gall ayd venom. A daurk and malignant hatred
entered into his soul, not only against Don Roderick, but
against all Spain : he looked upon 1t as the seene of his dis-
grace, a land in which his fandily* was dishonoured ; and, ‘in
geckesy_to avenge the wrongs he *had suffered from his
sovereign, he nreditated against his pative country oric of the
blackest schemes of treason that ‘o}vbr entered into thé human
heart.

The plan of Count Julian was to hurl King Roderick from:
his throne, and to deliver all Spain ingo the hands of the infi-
dels.  In concerting and exceuting this treacherous plot, it
geemed as if his whole nature was changed ; every lofty and
generous sentiment was stifled, and he stooped to%the meanest

dissimulation.  11ig"first object was to extricate his family
from the"Power of the king. and to remove it from Spain
before his treason should be known : s next, to deprive the
country of its remaining means of defence against an invader.

With these dark purposes at heart, but with an open and
sercne eountenance, he erossed to Spain, and repairéd to the
court at Toledo. Wherever he eame he was hailed with
acelamations as a victorious general, and appeared in the pre-
sence of his sovercign radiant with the vietory of Ceuta.
Concealing trom King Roderick his knowledge of the outrage
upon his house, he professed nothing but the most devoted
loyalty and atfection. . .

The king ladded him with favours ; secking to appeade his
own conscience by heaping Ronours upon the father i atone-
ment of the deadly wrong inflicted upon his child. He
regarded Count Julian, also. as @ man able and experienced in
warfare, and took his adviee in all matters rlciung to the
military atfairs of the Kingdom! The count magnified the
dangers that theatened the froptier under his command$ and
prevailed upon the king to scnd thither the best horses and

rmns remdining frout'the time of Witiza, there being no need

em Ththe centre of Spu.% in its present Wanquil state.
The tesidue, at his suggestion? was stationed on the frontiers
"of Galliafy so that the kingdom was left almost wholly without
defence ngaingt any sudden irruption from the south.

s e . . 1.0

rraving thuscartfully Biranged his plans, and all things

: ‘

-
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being prepared for his return to Africa,” he obtained per-
missibn to withdraw his daughter from the court, and leave
her with Iser mother, the Countess Frandina, who, he pre.
.tended, law dangerously ill e Algezirds.,  Count Julian iseued
but of the gate of the cify, followed by a shining band of
chosvn followorﬁ, while beside him, on a palh(w. rode the
pale and weeping Florjpda® The populace hailed and blessed
.him as he passed. but, his beart turned from  thee® with
loathing. As hyp crossed the bridge of the Tagus, he looked
back with a dark brow uppn Toledo, and raised his mailed
;hand and shook it at the royal palace of King Roderick,
'which crested the rocky height. A father's enrse,” said
he, * be upon fhee and thine ! May desolation fall upon thy
dwelling, and confusion and defeat upon thy realm !

In his jogrneyings through the cowttry, he looked round
him with a malignant eye; the pipe of the shepherd, and the
song of the husbandman, were as discord to hicgoul; every
sight and sound of human happiness sickened him 3t heart,
and, in the bitterness of his spirit, he prayed that he might
sce the whole seene of prosperity laid waste with fire mul
sword b\' the invader.

The story of domestic oufrage and disgrace had ah'v dy
been made known- to the Conntess Frandina, When the
hapless Flarinda came in presence of her mother, she fell on
her neek, and hid her face in her hosom, and wept; but the
countess shed never a team for she was o woman haughty of
spirit and strong of heart. ~ She looked her husband swmly
in the face. “ Perdition light saipon thy head,” said she. -if
thon submit to this dishonour. For my own‘p‘m woman as
I am, I will assemble the follvwers of my houn(,, nor rest
until rivers of blood have washed away this sthin.”

“ Be satisfied,”” replied the connt ; “unaeance is on foot,
and will bbsmc and ample.”

Being now in his own domains, surrounded by hts relativés
and ‘friends, Count Julian wsynt on to complete his web of
treason.  Ju this he was aided by his brother-in-law, Oppas,
the bishop of Seville: a mun dark and perfidions as the nigbe,
but devout 1(4 demeanour, and gmoothly plaus’ ‘ble”in council,
This artful prelate had contred to work himself into the
entire confidence of the king, and had cven prevaﬂwl up(m'
him to permit his nephews, Even and Sisebutto, the_cxjlel

sons of Witiza, to return into Spain. They resided in Anda-
: 2p2
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lusia, and were how lopked to as fit instruments in the
prosent traitorous conspiracy. IR ?

By the advice of the bishop, Count Julian called a sceret
wepting of Jhis relatived and adherents on a wild rotky movm-
tain, not for from Consuegra, apd which still bears the
Moorish appellation of * La Sicrra de Calderin,” or the moup-
tain of trcason.* When all wefe assembled. Count Julian
dppomeag among them, accompanied by the bishop and by the
Countess Frandtna. Then gathgring around, him those who
wgre of his blood and kindred, hc,Tevealed the Gutrage that
had been offered to their house. IIc represented to thiem
that Roderick was their legitimate enemy; that he.had
dethroned Witiza, their relation, and had now stained the
honour of one of the most illustrious daughters of their line.
The Countess Irandina scconded his words. She was a
woman majestic in person and cloquent of tongue, and being
inspired by g mother’s feclings, her speech aroused the assem-
bled ca™iers to fury.

The count took advantage of the excitement of the moment
to unfold his plan. The main object was to dethrone Don
Rodcrick, and give the crown 1o the sons of the late King
Witiza. By this means they would visit the sins of the
tyrant upon his head, and, at the sime time, restore the regal
honours to their line.  For this purpose their own force would
be sufficient, but they might procure the aid of Muzn ben
Nosier, the Arabian general, in Mauritania, who would no
doubt gladly send a part of his troops into Spain to assist in
the enterprise. .

'The plot thity' suggested by Count Julian reccived the un-
holy sanction of Bishop Oppds, who engaged to aid it secret}
with all his influence and mcans: for he had great wm’lt{
-and possessions, and many retainers. The examvle of the
revereng. prelate determived all who might ofhifrwise have
wavered, and they bound. themselves by dreadful oaths to be
true to the conspiracy. ('ount- Julian undertook to proceed
to Africa, and seck the camp of Muza, to negociate for his

.‘.%i‘g, while tho bishop was to keep about the person of King
oderick, tndolead him into fhe net preparod for him.

AR things being- thus artanged, Count Julian gathered

* together his treasyre, and taking his wife and daughter and
@ houseltbld, abandoned the country he meant to betray ;
. “ * Bleda, cap. 5. .
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embarking at Malaga for Couta.  The gate in the wall of
that eity, through which they went forth, continued for ages
to. bear thesname of Puerta de la Cava, or the gate of the
harlot; for such was thé opprobrious ahd unmerited appellae
.ﬂon bestowed by the Moogs on the unhappy Florinda.*

v —— c—

)
CIIAPTER IX.

Wlm'y Connt Julian Rgdplaced his family in sccurity in
Ceuta, surrounded by soldigry devoted to his fortuncs, he togk
with him a few confidential followers, and departed in sceret
or the camp of the Arabian Iimir, Muza ben Nosicr, The
camp*was spread out iw once of these pastoral valleys which
lie at the teet of the Barbary hills, with the great range of
the Atlas pountains towering in the distance. In the motleg
army lLiere assembled were warriors of every tribe and nation,
that bad becn wnited Dby pact or conquest in dhe cause of
Islam. There were those who had foliowed Muza ffom the
fertile regions of Egypt, across the deserts of Darea, and
those who had joined his standard from among the sun-burnt
tribes of Muauritania. There were Saracen and Tartar,

" Syrian ahd Copt, and swarthy Moor: sumptuous warriors
from the civilised cities of” the east, ind the gaunt and predas
tory rovers;of the desert. The greater purt of the army,
however, svas composed of Arabs : but differing greatly from
the first rude bordes that culisipd under the banner of
Muhomet.  Almost a century of continnal wars with tho
cultiyated nations of the cart had rendered them anecomplished
warriors ; and the eceasibnal sojourn in laxirious countries
and populous citics, had acquaifted them with the arts and

- habits of civilised life.  Still the roving, restless, and preda-
tory ,habig of the genuine son of Ishmael prevailed,- in
defiance of*cvery change of glime or situation.

+Count Julian found the Arab comqueror Muza surrounded
by .somcewhat of oriental state and splendotr.  Tle was ad-
vaneed in life, but of a noble presence, and concenled his agé
Dby tinging his huir and beard with henna.® The count assumed
an air of soldier-like frankncss,and decision whth®lie cnme
into his presence. ¥t Hitherh,” said he, * we have®becn
enemies, Rut I come to thee in peace, u.nd‘it rests with thee
to amake me the most devoted of ,thy fiend® I—bgwt'a_lpo

* Bieda, cap. 4.
[
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longer country or king. Rederick the Goth i5 an usyrper,
and my deadly foe; he has wounded my honour in the
tenderest point, and my country affords the no redfess. Aid
me in my vengeance, and I will deliver all Spain into thy -
Jhands: alahd far cxeceding in fertility and wealth all the
vaunted regions thou hast conquered in Tingitania.” .
The heart of Muza leaped with jox at these words, for he
whas a%u!l and ambitious conquerorfand, having overrun all »
western Africa, fiad often cast a \"jf‘tful eye te the monntains
of Spain, as he beheld them brightening beyond the waters of
the strait.  Still he possessed the caution of a veteran, and -
feared to engage in an enterprise of such moment, and to
carry his arms into another division of ¢he globe, without the
approbation of his sovereign. Iaving drawn from Count
. Julian the particulark of his plw, and of the means he
possessed to carry it into cffect, he laid them before his con-
ﬁdcntial#pr;sullnrﬂ and officers. and demanded their opinion.
¢ These ‘words of Count Julian,” said he, “ may be false and
deccitful ; or he may not possess the power to fulfil his
promises.  The whole may be a pretended treason to draw
us on to our destruction. It is more natural that he shoul
be treacherous to us than to his country.™ )
Among the generals of Muzag was a gaunt, swarthy veteran,
scarred with wounds ; o very Arab, whose great delight was
roving and desperate enterprise ; and who cared for¢ nothing
beyond his steed, his lar~e, and his scimitar. He was a
native of Damasceus; his name was Tarie ben Zeyad ; but,
from having lost an eye, he was known among ‘the Spanierds
by the apuoellation of Tarie el Tuerto, or Taric the onc-eyed.

+ The hot blood of this veteran Ishmaclite was in a ferment
when he heard of a new comntry to invade, and vast regions
to subduce ; and he dreaded lest the cauticus heggtation of
Muza sheuld permit the glorious prize to eseape fhem. “ You
speak doubtingly,” said li#, * of the words of this Christian
cavalier, but thelk truth is easilyeto be ascertained.  Give me
four galleys and a handful of men, and I will depart with this
Count Julian, skirt the Christinn coast, and brieg thee back
tidings of the landand of Lisbucans to put it in Gur power.”

The words of the veteran pldhsed Muza ben Nosicr, and he
“gave his tonsent : and Tarie departed with four.gatleys and
tivg hyndved men, guided, by the traitor Julian.*  This first

* Beu.er, Cron. Gen. de Espaiia, 1ib. j. cyp. 28, Marmol. Descrip. de
Afrieg, lib, 2. cap. 10, '
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expedition of the Arabs against Spain took place, acedrding to

certail historians, in the year of our Lord seven hundredand

twelve; thbough others differ on this point, as indeed they do

apon almost every point in this citly period,of Spanish

Justory. The date to whigh the judicious chroniders incline,
iy that of scven hundred and ten, in the month of July. It

would appear from songe uthorities, also, that the galleys of

Jlaric eruised along the jeoasts of Andalusin and Lyg'$ania,
under the feigneg chumrlir of merchant barks; nor 1s this at

all improbable, while théy were seching merely to obsorye

‘the land, and get a knowledge of the harbours.  Wherever
they. touched, Count Julian despatehed emissarics, to assemble

his friends und adherents at an appointed place.  They

gathered together seerctly at Gezira Alhadra, that is to say

the Green Jsland ;. where they held a @onference with Coung

Julian in presenee of Tarie ben Zeyad.®  llere they again

avowed their readiness to-flock to his standard whenever it

should be openly raised, and made hnown their various pre-

parations for a vebellion.  Taric was convineed, by all that

he had seen and heard, that Count Julian had not deceived

them ; either as w his disposition or his means to betray his

conuntry. Indulging his Arab inclinations, he made an inroad

into the land, colleoted great, spoil and many captives, and

bore off his plunder in triumph to Muza. as a speeimen of the

riches tosbe gained by the conguest of the Christiun land.t
L]

(]
. CHAPTER X.

O~ hearing the tiditks Lronght by Tar® el Tuerto, and
beholding the spoil he had colected, Muza wrote a letter to
the Caliph Waled Almanzor, setting forth * the traitorous
profer oé" Coung Julian, and the probability, through his
means, of waking a successful invasion of Spain. _** A new
land,” said he, ¢ spreads itsclf out ybefore our delighted cyes,
and Mvites our conquest: agand, too, tham equals Syria in
the fortility of its soil, and the serenity of its sky; Yemen, or
Arabin the hgppy, in its delightful temperature ; India, in its
flowers and spices 3 Hogias, inits fruits ngd figwer®; Cathay,
in its precious minerals; ang Aden, in the excellenceof its
port> angl harbours! It is populous a}w, .and gvealthy ;-

* Bleda; € 5 *
eda; Cron. g3p. 5.

+ Conde, Hist. Dom. Arab. part i. ¢fp. 8
’ .
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having fhany splendid cities, and majestic monuments of

ancient art. . What is to provent this glorious.land frot be-

coming the inheritance of the faithful? Already we have

oyercome the tribes of Berbery, of Zab, of Derar, of Zaara,.
Mazamuda Sts: and the victorions standard of Islam®
floats on tH towers of Tangicr. But four leagues of seq
soparate us from the opposite coast., One word from my

sovereirn, and the couquerors of Africa will pour, their .
legions into Andalusia, vescue it from the domination of the

unbelicver, and subdue it 1o the Iiw of the Koran.”*

The Caliph was overjoyed with the contents of the letter. P
““God is great!” exclaimed he, ¢ and Mahomet is his prophet!
It has been foretold by the ambassador, of God, that his law
should extend to the ultimate parts of the west, and be carried

the sword into new and unknown regions., . Behold,
another land is opened for the triumphs of the fathful! It
is the will of, Alluh, "and be his sovereign will obeyed !” So
the. Calight sent missives to Muza, authorising him to under-
take the conquest. :

Upon this there was a great stir of preparation, and
numerous vessels were assembled and equipped at Tangicr to
convey the invading army across the Straits. Twelve thou-
sand men were chosen for this expedition, most of them light
Arabian troops, seasoned in warfare, and fitted for hardy and
rapid cnterprise. .Among them were many harsemen,
wounted on fleet Arabian steeds.  The whole was put under
the command of the veteran Tarie el Tuerto, or the one-cyed,
in whom Muza reposed implicit confidence, as in a secqnd
self. Taric accepied the command with joy ; his martial fire
was rouscd at the idea of haviag such an :wmy under his sole
command and such a country to overrun, and he sccretly
determined never to retwrn unless victorious. | «

He chose a dark night to convey his troops across the Straits
of Hereults, and, by break of day. they began to disembark
at Tarifa, before tlic country had,time to take the alarm. A
few Christians hastily assembled from the neighbourhood, and
oppgsed their lunding, but were casily put to fljght, Tarie
stpod on the<eagside, and watched until the last squadron had
landed, and all the horses, armotr, and munitions of war were
brought cu shore; he then gave orders to sct fire to the
ships. The Moglems were strack with terror when they

a ¢ * Conde, part i cap. 8.
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beheld their fleet -wrapped in flames and smoke, and sinking
bencath the waves. * tow shall we escape,” exclaimed they,’
« if the foftune of war should be against us ?” ¢ There is no
-escape for the coward [ cyied Taric : *the braveman thinks
‘of none; your enly change is victory.” *But Jow, without
Rhips, shall we ever return to our homes ¥’ ““¥our home,”
replied Taric, * is befoge y8u; but you must win it with your
-swords,” ot °

While Taric gvas yet !a.ll_q‘n,f: with his follo¥ecrs, says one of

the ancient -chroniclers, g Christian female was deseripd
Jwaving a white pennon on a reed, in signal of peace. On
l)e'in.g brought into the presence of Taric she prostrated
herself before him. & Senior,” said she, “ I am an ancient
woman, and it is now full sixty years, past and gone, since, as
I was kecping vigils onc winter's ni8ht by the fireside, I |
heard my father, who was an cxeeeding pld man, read a pro-
pheey, said to have becn written by a holy friare.and this was
the purport of the prophecy :—that a time would arfite when
our country would be invaded and conquered by a people from
Africa, of a strange garb, a strange tengue, and a strange
religion, They were to be led by a strong and valiant
captain, who would be known by these signs: on his right
shoulder he would Irave a’haing mole, and his right arm would
be miuch ]t.ng(‘l‘ than the left, and of such length as to enable
himn to eover his knee with his hand without bending his
bﬁdy.” ° . ,

“Taric listened to the old beldame with grave attention;
and, when she had concluded, die laid hare Jis shoulder, and
lo! there was the molc as it had been described ; his right
arm, also, was, in #erity, found® to cxceed the other in length,
though not to the degree that had been mentioned. Upen
this the.u’Arab Jhost shouted for joy, amd felt assured of
conquest. . .

‘¥he discreet Antonio Agapida though he records this
circiimstance as it is sct dows) In ancicnt eBronicle, yet with-
holds his belief from the pretended prophecy, considering the
wholc a cunping device of Tarie to increase the courage of
his troops. - Doubtless;” says he, “ there wad T collusion
between this ancient sybil ang the erafty son of Ishms@l; for
these infidal leaders werc full of damnable inveations, to’

* Perdida de Espafia, por Abulcagim Tarif Al?entaﬂt,x:e 1w i

C. Y1l []
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.
work upon the superstitions funcies of their followers, and to
inspire them with a blind confidence in the success of their
arms. . o “

«Be this as'it may, the veteran Taric took advantage of the
excitement &€ his soldicry, and led them forward to gain',
possession a strong-hold which was. in a manner, the key
to all the adjacent country. This wes a lofty mountain, or
promotitzy, almost surrounded by the sea, and connected
with the main lund by a narrow igtbmus. It was called the
rock of Culpe, and, like the oppesite rock of Céuta, com-
manded the entranee to the Mediterrancan Sea.  Here, in old
times, [ercules had set up one of his pillars, and the city of
Heraclea had been built. :

Ag Taric advanced against this promontory, he was opposed
by a hasty levy of ﬂwp’(fln'istiuus, who had asscmblod under
the bauner of a Gothie noble of great power and importance,
whose domains lay along the mountainous coast of the Medi-
terranca, ‘The name of this Christian cavalier was Theo-
domir, but he has universally been ealled Tadmir by the
Arabian historians, and 1s renowned as being the first com-
mander that made any stand against the inroad of the
Moslems.  1le was abont forty years of age, hardy, prompt,
and sagacious; and had all the Gothie nobles been equally
vigilant and shrewd in their defence, the banner of Islam
would never have triumphed over the land. .

Theodomir had but sewenteen hundred men under his
command, and these but rudely armed: yet he made a resolute
stand agrainst the army of Tarie. and defended the pass to the
promontory with great valour.  He was, at length, obliged to
retreat : and Tarie advanced, and planted his standard on the
rock of Calpe, and fortified it as his stronghold, and as the
menns of securing an entrance into the laml. Ty, comme-
morate hip tirst victory. he changed the name of the promon-
tory, and called it Gibel Tavie, or the mountain of Tarie ; »ut
in process of tim&, the name hes gradually been altered to
Gibraltar. ,

1n the weantime, the patriotie chieftain, Theodamir, having
colleeted his routed forces, encamped with, them on the skirts
of the hountains, and summondl the country round to join
his standdrd. lle snt off missives, in all specd, to the king,
impagtinge-in brief and blupt terms, the news of the invasion,
and craying assistance with equal frunkress. ¢ Senior,” said
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he, g his letter, the legions of Africa are upor; us, but
whether they come from heaven or carth I know not.  They
scem to hfve fallen"from the clouds, Jor they have no ships.
+We have been taken by surprise, overpowered by numbers,
o and obliged to retreat ; and they have fortifiedgliensclves in
eur territory.  Send us ajd, senior, with instant speed ; or,
rather, come yourself ® our assistance.”™

cAPTER XI. .
*  Wurxy Don Rederick heard that Jegions of turbaned troops
had;poured into the land from Africa, he called to mind the
visions and predictiots of the neeromantic tower, and great
fear came upon him.  But, though sunk from his former
hardikootleand virtue, though enervafed by indulgence, and
degraden in spirit by a eonsciousness of cyime, he was resolute
of soul, aud roused himsclt to meet the comingedanger.  lle
summoned a hasty levy of horse and foot, amounting to forty
thousund : but now were felt the effeets of the erafty council
of Count Julian, for the hest of the horses and armour intended
for the publie service had been sent into Africa, and were
really in possession of the traitors.  Many nobles, it is true,
took the tigld with the sumptnous array with which they had
been accwatomed to appear at tournaments and jousts, but
most of *their vassals were destitute of weapons, and cased in
cuirasses of leather. or sifits of awnour almost consumed by
rust. They were withoat discipline or animation ; and their
homsee, like themselves, pampered by slaghful peace, were
little fitted to bear the heat, the dust, and toil, of long cam-
paigns, * )
This army Don Roderick put under the command of his
kinsmanw Ataulpho. a prince of the royal blood of the Goths,
and of a noble and generspus nature ; and he ordergd him to
mafch with all speed to meet the tbe, and to recruit his forces
on the way with the troops of Theadomir. ®
In the meantime, Tarie ¢l Tuerto hgd received darge rein-
forcements #om Africa, and the adbrerents of Copnt Julian,
and all those discontented with the sway of Dan Roderick, had
flocked to his standard, for mgny were deeeived by thc’reprc‘-
sentatiofis of Count Julian, and thought ghag the Arabs had'
come to nid him in placing thg,sons of Witiz upon  the
’ * Conde, part i, c. ix. ¢ *
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throne, "Guided by the count, the troops of Taric penetrated

into various parts’ of the country, and laid waste the land,

Erilnging back loads of spoil to their strong-hold at the rock of
alpe. . . K

’ll‘he prinee Ataulpho marched with, his army through Anda-*,
lusia, and was joined by Theodomir with his troops ; he met!
with various detachments of the cnemysforaging the country,
ant hadyscveral bloody skirmishes ;¢ but he succeeded in
driving them before him, and thgy.!ctrcatcd. to the rock of
Calpe, where Taric lny ghthered up,with the main body of his
army. . .

"l‘?;e prinee encamped not far from the bay which spreads
itself out before the promontory. eln the evening' he
despatehed the veteran Theodomir, with a trumpet, to demand

.aarley of the Arab chicftain, who reccived the enyey in his
tent, surrounded by s captains.  Theodomir was frank and
abrupt in his specch, for the most of his life had been passed
far from"Courts.  Ile delivered, in round terms, the message
of the I'rince Ataulpho, upbraiding the Arab gencral with
his wanton invasion of the land, and summoning him to sur-
render his army, or to expeet no mergy.

The single eye of Taric el Tuerto glowed like a coul of fire
at this message. ** Tell your commander,” replied he, * that
I have crossed the strait to conquer Spain, nor will I return
until I have accomplished my purpose.  Tell him, I have men
skilled in war, and armed ,in proofy with whose aid I trusf
soon to give a good account of his rabble host.” o

A murmur of applause passed through the assemblage.of
Moslem captaing.” Theodomir glanced on them with a look
of defiance, but his eye rested on a renegado Christian, one of
his own ancicnt comrades, and a relation of Count Julian,
“As to,you, Don Greybeard,” said he, “you who turn
apostate ip your declining age, I here pronounce you a traitor
10 your God, your king, and country, and stand readysto
prove it this instait upon your bady. if ficld by granted me.”
* The traitor knight was stung with rage at these words, for
truth rendered them plercing to the heart.  He avould have
immiediately dnswered to the challenge, but Taric forbade it,
and orGered that the Christian penvoy should bLe conducted
from the camp. *"Tis well,” replicd Theodomiz ; * God will
fi\‘e me thofiekd which yop deny, Tet yon hoary apostate
ook T0 hijmself -to-morrow in the battle, for I pledge mysclf
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to use my lance upon no other foc until it has shedshis blood
upon the native soil he has betrayed.”  So saying, he left the
camp, nqr could the Morlem chicftains help admiring the
honest indignation of this patriot knight, while they sceretly

o despised his rencgado adversary. . *

. ’f'hc ancient Moorish chroniclers relate many awful portents,
‘and strange and mysterigus visions, which appeared to the
commaunders of cith®y army duving this anxious night.
Certatnly it was a nigli of fearful suspense, and Mdslem and
Christtun JJooktd forwaftewith douht to the fortune of the
coming day. The Spanishk sentinel walked his pensive rohd,
listening occasionally to the vague sounds from the distant
rock of Calpe; and eyeing it as the mariner eyes the thunder-
cloud, pregnant with terror and destruction.  The Arabs, too,
from their lofty cliffs beheld the numgrous camp-fires of the
Christian® gradually lighted up. and saw that they were®ar
powerful host; at the same time the night breeze brought to
their ears the sullen roar of the sea which separated them from
Africa. 'When they considered their perilous situation—an
army on one side, with a whole nation aroused to reinforce it,
and on the other an impassable sea, the spirits of many of
the wasriors were cast down, and they vepented the day when
they had ventured into this hostile lund.

Tarie marked their despondency, but said nothing. Scarce
had the firét streak of morning light trembled along the sea,
however, when he sumyoned his principal warrriors to his
tent. * DBe of good cheer,” sai® he, * Allah is with us, and
has sent his. prophet to give, assurance of his aid. Scarce
had I retired to my tent last night, when ®man of a majestic
and venerable presence stood before me. e was taller by
a palm than the ordinaxy race of men: his flowing beard was
of a golden hue, and his eyes were so briglit that they scemed
to send®forth flhshes of fire. I have heard the Emir Babamet,
angl other ancient men, déeeribe the prophet, whorh they had
seen many times while on eurth, and suchgwas his form 'and
lineament. *Fear nothing? O Taric, from the morrow,’ said
he, I will be with thee in the fight. Strike boldly, then,
and'conquer. Those of thy followers who survime the battle
will have this land for an inheritance; for*those who fall, a
mansiop in paradise is prepared, and immortal hquris await
their comihg.” e spake aud vanished;s 1 hgard a strain of

eelestial melody, and my tent witt filled with the gdom's of
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Arabia the happy.” “Suach,” say the Spanish chroniclers,
“ was another of the arts by which this arch son of Iskmael
sought to animate the hearts of his followers;” and the pro-
tended vision had been. recorded by the Arabian writers as a
veritable ogeurrence.  Marvellous, indeed, was the effect:
produced by it upon the infidel soldicry, who now cried out ::
with cagerness to be led against the foe. .

CIIAPTER: YtI. .

T groy sumnits of the rock-of Calpe brightened with
the first rays of morning, as the Christian army issued forth
from its cucampment.  The Prince Ataulpho rode from
squadron to squadron, animating his sbldicrs for the battle.
«“ Never should we sheathe our swovds,” said he, * while
these infidels have a footing in the land. They «ré pent up
within yon rocky mountiain, we must assail them in their
rugged hole, * We have a long day before us: let not the
sctting sun shine upon one of their host who is not a fugitive,
a captive, or a corpse.”

The words of the prince were received with shouts, and
the army moved towards the promontory.  As they advanced,
they heard the clash of evmbals and the bray of trumpets,
and the rocky bosom of the thountain glittered with helms
and spears and seimitars; for the Arabs, inspired’ with fresh
coufidence by the words of Marie, werc sallying fofth, with
flaunting bauners, to the eembat.

The gaunt Arab chieftain stood upon a rock as his troops
marched by; hisebuckler was at his back, and he brandished
in his hand a double-pointed spear.  Calling upon the several
leaders by their names, he exhorted them to direct their
attacks against the Christian captains, and especially against
Ataulpho, *for the chicfs being slain,” $aid hé *their
followers will vanish from before ws like the morning mist.”

The Gothic ngbles were easily to be distinguished by'the
splendour of their arms; but the prince Ataulpho was con-
spicuous above all the rest for the youthful gracce and majesty
of his appcgrance, and the bravery of his arthy. He was
mounted on a $upérb Andalusian charger, richly caparisoned
.with crimson_velvet, embroiddred with gold. = His surcoat
was of like colgnr and adornment, and the plumes that waved
above his“burnished helmet, were of the purest white. Ten
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mounted pages, magnificently attired, followed him to the
ficldy but their” duty was not so much to fight as to attend
upon their lord, and to furnish him with steed or w capon.

The Cilristian troops, though irreggilar and undisciplined,
s, were full of native courage: for the old warrior spirit of théir

, Gothlc sires still rr]u\\ul in their bosoms.  There were two
“battalions of infantry, byt Ataulpho stationed them in the

rear; © for God forbi®” said he, * that foot soldicrs shoyld
h'wo the place of hom).u m the battle, whep I haverso many
valiant cayaliews.”  As thq armics drew nigh to cach other,
however, 1t was discovered that the advance «of the Arabs
was composed of nfuntry.  Upon this the cavaliers checked
thejr steeds, and rec mested that the foot soldiery might advance
and disperse this losdd erew, holding it beneath their dignity
to contend with pedestrian foes.  The prince, however, com-
manded-tlem to charge; upon whie h,” putting spurs to thclr-
steeds. they rushed upon the foe. . »

The Arabs stood the shock manfully, receivhng thg horﬁeb
upon the points of their lances; many of the udvn were shot
down with bolts from cross-bows, or stabbed with the _poinards
of the Moslems.  The eavaliers succeeded, however, in break-
ing intq the midst of the battalion and throwing it into con-
fusion, cutting down some with their swords, transpiercing
others with their spears, and’trampling many under the hoofs
of their htwses. At this moment, they were attacked hy a
band of Spanish horsemen, the reercant partisans of Count
Julian.  Their assault bdre hard epon their countrymen, who
were disordered by the contest with the foot soldiers, and
many a loyal Christian knight” fcll beneatls the swoxd of an
unnatural foe.

The foremost among these Teercant warriors was the rene-
gado cavalier whom Theodomir had challenged iu the tent of
Tarie. *He dealt his blows about him with a powerful arm
an (} with malignant furyy for nothing is more deadly than

the hatred of an apostate.  In the® midst of his career he was
espied by the hardy Theodemir, who came spwrring to the
encounter: * Traitor,” cried he, “ I hage kept my vow. This
lance has Ween held sacred from all other fopseto make a
passage for thy perjured soul.” The renégado hag been
renowned for prowess befone he became a trmtor to hig
country? but guilt will sap the courage ofy the,stoutest heart.

)\ hen he beheld Theodomir rushing upgp ]nm' he would
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have tumcd and fled; pride alone withheld him; and, though
an admirable master of defence, he lost all skill to wawl the
attack of his adversary. At the first assault the lance of
Theodomir picreed hisi through and.through: he'fell to the
corth, gnashed his teeth as he rolled in the dust, but yielded'
his breath without uttering a word. 0

The battle now became general, and lasted thronghout the
moring with varying success.  Tle stratagem of Tarie,
howevet began to produce its cffeetf  The Christian leaders
and most conspicuous cavaliers werd singled cut and severally
assailed by overpowering numberse  They fought desperately,
and performed miracles of prowess, but fell, one by one,’
beneath a thousand wounds.  Still the battle lingered on
throughout a great part of the day, anid as the declining sun
shoue through the clouds of dust, it scemed as if the con-
flicting hosts were wrapped in swoke and five.  «

The Prince Ataukpho saw that the fortune of the battle was
againshim. © He rode about the field calling out the names
of the bravest of his knights, but few answered to his ecall,
the rest Jay mangled on the field.  With this handful of war-
riors he endeavoured to retrieve the day, when he was assailed
by Tenderos. a partisan of Count Juliun, at the head of a body
of recreant Christians. At sight of this new adversary, fire
Hlashed from the eyes of the prinee, for “Tenderos had been
brought up in his father’s palace.  * Well dost thou, traitor!™
cried he, ** to attack the son of thy lord, who gave thee bread ;
thou, who hast betrayed thy country and thy God!”

So saying. he seized a lance from one of his pages, and
charged furiously upon the apostate z but Tenderos met nim
in mid carcer, and the lance of the prince was shivered upon
his shicld.  Ataulpho then grasped his matce, which hung at
his suddle bow, and a doubtful fight cnsucd. 'Tenderos was
powerful of frame and superior in the use of his weapons, but
the curse of trenson scemed to parslyse hisarm.  He wounded
Ataulpho slightly. between the greaves of his armour but the
prince dealt a blow with his mate that crushed through helm
aud skull, and reached the brains; and Tenderos fell dead to
the earthhis armour rattling as he fell. : .

At the same‘moment a javelin, hurled by an Arab, trans-
picrced the horse of Ataulpho, evhich sunk beneath him. The
prince séized the rains of the steed of Tenderos, but the faith-
ful animal, as though he Jmew him to be the foe of his lage
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lord, reared, and plunged, and refused to lethim mowlt.  The
prined, however, used him ax a shicld to ward off the press of
foes, whilet with his xword, he defended himself agdinst those
dn front of him. Tarie’ bep Zeyad aftived at: the scene of
tonflict, and paused for 2 moment in admiration of the sur-
assing prowess of the prince : recollecting, however, that
his fall would he a deagh bibw to his army, he spurred upon
Jhim, and wounded hmr soverely with his scimitar. » Beforts
he (,ould repeat Jiis blow? Facodomir led up « body of Chris-
tian cavaliets to the resewe?and Tarie was p‘ntcd from hjs
prey by the tumalt of the fight. The prince *sank to the
carth, covered with wounds, and exhausted by the loss of
blootl. A faithful page drew him from under the hoofs of
the horses, and, aided by a veteran soldier, an ancient vassal
‘of Atanlphg, conveyed him to a short dstance from the field,
of battle, by the side of a small stream that gushed out from'
among rocks. T hey stanched the blood that flawed from his
wounds, and washed the dust from his face, and lakd him
beside the fountain.  The page sat at his head, and sup-
ported it on his knecs, and the veteran stood at his feet
with his brow bent and his eyes full of sorrow. The prince
gradually revived, and opened bis eyex. * ITow fares the
battle >*7 said he.  * The ‘strugule iq hard,” replied the sol-
dier, * but,the day may yet be ours.’

The pgince felt that the hour of his death was at hand, and
ordered that they shouldsaid hirg to rise upon his knees.
They supported him between them, and he prayed fervently
for a short time, when, finding bis strength declining, he
beckoned the veteran to®sit down beside him on’ the rock.
Continuing to kneel, he confessed himsclt to that ancient
soldier ; having no priest or friar to perform that officc in this
hour of gxtremity. When he had so done, he sank again
upon the carth, and pressed it with his lips, ‘as if he would
takeda fond farewell of his beloved country. ‘The pagde would
then have raised his head, buf found that hn‘ lord Kad yielded
up the ghost.

A number,of Arab warriors, who catuc to the fountuin to
slake their thirst, cut off the head of the pringe, em#d bore it
in triumph to Taric, ‘erying, “ Behold the hes of ' the ethtis-
tian leadper!” Taric Immedidtely ordered that thy head -
should be put upon the end of a_Innee, $tofatheg with the
sfrcoat of the prince, and borne *bout- the izield of battle,

- .
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with the sound of trumpets, atabals, and cymbals. When
the Christians beheld the surcoat, and knew the features
of the prince, they were struck with’ horror, and heart
drd band faifed them. Theodomir endeavoured in vain to
rally them’; they threw by their weapons and fled; and
they continued to fly, and the enemy to pursue and slay’
them, until the darkness of the ‘night. The Moslems then
returned, and plundered the Christiatf eamp, where they found.
abundang spoil. .

CHAPTER XIII. '

Taz scattered fugitives of the Christian army spread térror
througkout the land. The inbabitants of the towns and
wvillages gathered arodnd them as they applied at, their gates
for food; or lay themselves down, faint and wounded. beside
the pyplic {duntaivs. When they related the tale of their
defeat, old men shook their heads and groaned, and the
women uttered cries and lamentations. So strange and
unlooked-for a calamity filled them with consternation and
despair : for it was long since the alarm of war bhad sounded
in their land : and this was a warfare that carried chains and
slavery, and all kinds of horrors, in its train.

Don Roderick wns scated with his beautcous queen, Exi-
lona, in the royal palace which crowned the rocky summit of
Toledo, when the bearen.of ill-tilings came galloping over
the bridge of the Tagus. *“ What tidings from the army ?”
demanded the king, as thepanting messengér was bropght
into his presence.  “ Tidings of great woe!™ exclaimed the
soldier. “Thg prince has fillen in battle. I saw his head
and surcoat upon a Moorish lance ; and the army was over-
thrown and fled ! . .

At learing these words, Rodgrick covered his face with
his hands, and for some time sat in silence; and aR his
courtiers stood mute and aghast, and no one darcd to'speak
a word. In that awful space of time passed before his
thoughtg. all his crrors and his crimes, and.the evil that
had been pradicted in the necromantie tower. His mind
was filled with horror and confusion, for the hour of his des-
tructioh seemgd p.t hand: but he subdued his, agitation by
his stronk and haughty spirit; and, when he uncovered his
fyce, vo nne could read on his brow the truuble and agdvy
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of hig, heart. Still, every hour brought fresh tidings of dis-
aster. Messenger after messenger came spurring into the
city, distrabting it with new alarms. Khe mﬁdelq, they said,
were strengthening themselwes in the land ; host. after host
were pouring in from Africa: the sea const of Andalusin
gﬂlttered with spears and, scimitars. Bands of turbaned
horsemen had overruf® th(' plains of Sidonia, even to the
Dbanks of the Guadiana. leds were laid waste, towhs and
cities plyndered,e the mh:ﬂ)x‘*ants carried into captivity, aml
the whole country lay in snwking desolation.  ®

» Roderick heard all these tidings with an undaunted aspect;
nor did he ever again betray sign of consternation: but the
amnetv of his soul whs evident in his warlike preparations.
He issued orders that every noble and pelate of his kingdom
should put gimself at the head of his retainers, and take the®
field; and that cvery man capable of braring arms should
hasten to his standard, bringing whatever howo, and smule,
and weapon he possessed: “and he appointed the plain of
Cordova for the place where the army was to assemble.
Throwing by, then, all the trappings of his late slothful and

. voluptuous Tife, and arming himself for warlike action, he
departed Trom Toledo at the head of his guard, composed of
the flower of the youthful ndbility. His queen, Exilona,
.mcompamod shim; for she craved permission to remain in
one of the cities ‘of Andnluem. that she might be near her
lord in this time of peril. * -

Among the first who appeared to hail the arrival of the
king at Cordova, was the,Bishop Oppas, the secret partisan
of the traitor Julian. Ile brought with him his two ncphews,
Evan and Siseburto; the sons of the late king Witiza; and a
*great hosts of vagsals and retainers, all well armed and ap-
pointed ; for theys had been furnished, by Count Julian, with
a pary of the arms sent bysthe king to Africa.  Thébishop
was smooth of tongue, and profountl in hisy hypocrisy : his
pretended zcal and devotions and the horror with which he
spoke of the treachery of his kinsmang imposed upon the
credulous spirtt of the king, and he was r(.a.dxly.'dtmtted
into his most secret council.

The alarm of the infidel ingasion had sprend throughm:t
the land, «nd roused the Gothic valour of the, inhabitants.
On receiving the orders of Rodericke every tqwn x and hamlet,
evéry mountain and val]ev had sent forth its fighting® men,

2 E 2
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and the whole country was on the march towards:Andalusia:
In a little while there were gathered together, on the plain of
Cordova, near fifty thousand horsemen, 4nd e coutatless host
of foot-soldiers. The Gothic nobles appeared in burnished
armour, curiously inlaid and adorned, with chains and jewels'e
of gold, and ornaments of precious stones, and silken scarfy,
and surcoats of brocade, or velvét riohly embroidered; be-
trayinge the luxury and ostentation into which they had
declined from the iron hardihood? of ‘their warlike sires. - As
te the commen people, some had Knces and shields 'and swords
and crossbows, but the greater part were unatmed, or pros,
vided merely with slings, and clubs studded with nails,; and
with the iron implements of husbandry; and many had inade
shiclds for themselves from the doors and windows of their
diabitations. They whre a prodigious host, and appeared, s
the Arabian chroniclers, like an agitated sca; but, thoug
brave in spirtt. they possessed no knowledge of warlike art,
and were ineffectnal through lack of arms and discipline.

Scveral of the most ancient and experienced cavalicrs be-
holding the statc of the army, advised Don Roderick to await
‘the arrival of more regular troops, which were stationed in
Iberia, Cantabria, and Gallia Gothica; but this -cotnsel was
strenuously opposed by the Bishop Oppas; who urged the
king to march imnediately against the infidels, . “As yet,”
said he, * their number is but limited: but every. day new
‘hosts arrive, liko flocks of locustsy from Africa. They will
augment faster than we: they are living, too, at our expense,
and, while we pause, both armies are consuming the substanee
of the Jand.”

King Roderick listened to the crafty counsel of the bishop,
and determined to advanee without delay. He mounted his
war horse, Orelia, and rode among his troops assembled on
that spacious plain, and whereyer ho appeaved, he was re-
‘eeived with acclamations: for nothing so arouses the spirit of
the soldier as to behold his sovercign in arms.  ITe addressed
them in words ealeulated to touch their hearts and animate
their coyrage.  *“ The Saraoens.” said he, “ are ravaging our
land, andtheiy obyect is our conquest.  Should they prevail,
your“very existenee as a nation is at an end. They will
overtur your gltars; trample on the eross; lay waste your
cities: ed.Tv" off 'vour wives and daughters, and doom' yeur-
sclves and sons to hard and cruel slavery. No safety rematys
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for you but in the prowess of your arms. For my own part,
as I am your king, so will I be your leader, and will be the
foremost % encountér every toil and danger.” .
.. The soldiery answerced their monarch with loud acclama-
*tions, and solemnly pledged themselves to fight 'to the last
® gasp in defence of their country and their faith, The king
then arranged the order of their march : all those who were
. armed with cunivasses aud coats of mail were placed in the
front and rcar;,the centre of the army was composed of a
promiséuoiis throng, withug!t body armour, and,but scantily
- provided with weapons.

. When they were about to march, the king called to him
noble cavalier named Kamiro, and delivering him the royal
standard. charged him to guard it well for the honour of
Spain ; segreely, however, had the goofl knight received it in
hus hand, when he fell dead from his horge, and the statf of
the standard was broken in twain. Many ancient courtiersg
who were present looked upon this as an evil oméh, and
counselled the king not to set forward on his march that day;
but, disregarding all auguries and portents, he ordered the
royal banner to be put upon a lance and gave it in charge of
another Standard bearer: then commanding the trumpets
to be s()ul‘ded, he «departed et the head ef his host to seek
the cnemy, .

+ The field where this great army assembled was called, from
‘the solemn pledge given oy the nobles and the soldiery, 2
campo de la verdad ; or. The ticld of truth; a name, says the
sage chromicler Abul Cuassimy,e which it bears even to the
present day.* *

- B )

. ,  CHAPTER XIV.

Tne hopes of Audalusja revived, as’ this mighty host
strefched in lengthencd lines along its fertile plains; from
-morat uatil night it continueq to pour alonk, with sound of
drum and trumpet; it was led on by the proudest nobles and
bravest eavaliers of the land, and, hf#d it possessed arms
andi:éiisciplinc, might have undertaken the gonlfilst of the
- After a few days' march, Don Roderick arrjved inesight of
the Moslem army, encamped on thg banks of thesGuudalete,

r . * I Pordida de Espails, cap. 9. Bleds, fib. 2. c. 8.,
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where that beautiful stream* winds through the fertile land of
Xcres. The infidel host was far inferior in number to the
Christians ; but then it was composed of .hardy and dexterous
tyoops, seasoned to war and admirablg armed. The camp,
shone glorieusly in the setting surd, and resounded with the
clash of eymbal, the note of the trumpet, and the neighing¢
of fiery Arabian steeds. There werg, swarthy troops from
every nation of the African coast, together with legions from
.Byria and Egypt, while the light Hedouins were carcering
about the adjacent plain. Whag grieved abd incersed the
sﬁirits of tht Christian warriors, however, was to behold, a
little apart from the Moslem host, an encampment of Spanish’
‘cavaliers, with the banner of Count Juljan waving above {heir
tents. They were ten thousand in number, valiant and hardy
men, the most experienced of Spanish soldiery, most of them
having served in the African wars; they were *well armed
and appointeq also, With the weapons of which the count had

*begruiled his sovereign : and it was a gricvous sight to behold
such good soldicrs arrayed against their country and their
faith.

The Christians pitched their tents about the hour of
vespers, at a short league distant from the enemy, and re-
mained gazing with anxiety and awe upgn this barbaric host
that had caused such terror and desolation in the land : for
the first sight of a hostile encampment in a country disused
to war is terrible to the newly enlisted soldier. A marvellous
oecurrence is recorded by ine Arabian chroniclers as having
taken place in the Christian camp; but discreet Spunish
writers relate it with much modification, and consider it a
stratagem of the wily Bishop Oppas, to sound the loyalty of
the Christian cavaliers. '

As several leaders of the army were seated with the bishop
in his tent, conversing on the dubious forfunes of the ap-
proachirfr contest, an ancient piigrim appeared at the en-
trance. e was bowed ‘down with years, his snowy beard
descended to his girdle. and he Supported his tottering steps
with a palmer’s staff.. The cavaliers rose and received him
with grenpoverenge as he advanced within the tent. Hold-
ing up his witered hand, “Woe, woe t¢ Spain!” exclaimed

he, “for the vial of the wrath of heaven is about to be

* This name vas given to it subsoquently by the Arabs, It signifies
the River of Death.\g'{’ide Pe'&m}:?qlﬁst. Gronad, p3el «
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poured out. Listen, warriors, and take warning Four

monshs since, having performed my pilgrimage to the se-

pulehre of our Lord,in Palcstine, I was on my return towards
my native land. Wearied and wayworn, I lay down one
+night to sleep beneath a palm tree, by the side of a fountain,
Jwhen I was awakened by a voice scg;ing unto me in soft
*accents, ¢ Son of sorrow, yhy sleepest thou? I opened my
eyes and beheld one 3 a fair and beauteous countenance, jn
shining appurcl and with, glorious wings, standing® by the
fountain ; .and 1 said,  Whyp art thou who callest upon me in
this decp hour of the night? . .

v “+*Jear not,’ replied the stranger, ‘I am an angel from
heagven, sent to reveal unto thee the fate of thy country.
Behold the sins of Xoderick have come up before God, and
his anger is kindled against him, and he has given him up
to be inveded and destroyed. Hasten then to Spain, and
seek the camp of thy countrymen. Warn them that such

-only shall be saved as shall abandon Roderick ; *but thgse who-

adhere to him shall share his punishment, and shall {all under
the sword of the invader.” ”

The pilgrim ceased, and passed forth from the tent; certain
of the cavaliers followed him to detain him, that they might
converse further with him about these matters, but he was
nowhere fo be found. The Sentinel before the tent said, «I
saw no one come forth, but it was as if a blast of wind possed
by me, &nd there was a rustling as of dry leaves.”

The cavaliers remained look#ng upon cach other with
astonishment, The Bishop Oppas sat with his cyes fixed
upvn the ground, and shadowed by his overhanging brow.
At length, breaking silence, in a low and faltering voice,
“ Doubtless,” said he,  this message is from .God ; and since
be has taken compassion upon us, and given us notice of his
impendig judgment, it behoves us to hold grave council,
and determine how best wemay accomplish his willgand avert
Ris displcasure.” * ‘e

The chiefs still remained s#lent as men eonfounded.  Among
them was a veteran noble nemed Pglites. lle had dis-
tinguished bimself in the African wars, fighting side by side
with Count Julian, -but the latter had never dared to tamper
with his faith, for he kncy bis stern integrity. I’elistes.
had brotight with him to the camp his ondy son.‘who had
pever drawn a sword except in tourney. Whet the young
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man sav that the veternns held their peace, the bleod mantled
in his cheek, and, overcoming his modesty, he broke forth
with a generous Warmth ol | know not,.cavaliers,’; said he,
“ what is passing in yeur minds, but I believe this pllgum to
be an cnvoy from the devil; for ndne else could have given:
such dastard and perﬁdwus counscl. For my own part, I
stand ready to defend my king, my country, “and my faith,
I &now no higher duty than this, and God thinks to strike
me c}ead in the perfommnce of, jts his aovcrugn wﬂl bc
done !” ¥

‘When the young man had riser to speak, hm father had
fixed Lis eyes upon him with a grave and stern demeahonr,’
leaning upon a two-handed sword. As soorr as the yduth
had finished, Pelistes embraced lum with a father's fondncse.
* Thou Imst spoken wq)l, my son,” said he; *if I held my
" peace at the eounsel of this losel pilgrim, it was But to hcar
thy opinion, apd to fearn whether thou wert worthy of thy
lineagaund of the training I had given thee. lIadst thou
counselled otherwise than thou hast done, hadst thou shown
thyself craven and disloyal, so help me God, I would have
struck off thy head with this wcapon which I hold in my
hand.  But thou hast counsclled like a loyal and a Christian
knight, and I thank God for having given me a son worthy
to perpetuate the houours of my line, As to this  pilgrim, be
he waint or be he devil, 1 care not; this much 1 promise,
that if I am to dic in defence of my country and my king,
my life shall be a costly pterchase to the foc. Let cach man
make thesame resolye, and 1 trust we shall yetprove the pilgrim
n lying prophet.” ‘The words of Pelistes roused the spirits
of many of the cavaliers; others, however, remained full of
anxious forboding, and when this fearful propheey was ru-
moured about the camp, as it presently was by the emissaries
of the blshup, it spread awe and dlsm.ly among the soldicry.

*
(‘IIAI’TLR XV. '

“Ox the following dy, the two armics remained regarding
cach otheyensith wary but menacing aspeet. About noontide,
King Roderick®sent forth a chosen force of five hundred
horse and two hundred foot, the best armed of his host,, to
skirmish with the epemy, that, b‘ gaining some partial ad-
vantagv, they might raise the spirits of the army, They were
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1ed on by Theodomir, the same Gothic noblé who thad sig-
nalised himself by first opposing the invasion of the Moslems.

The Christian squadrons paraded with flying pefmons in

. the valley which lay between the arnties. The Arabs were

*not slow in answering their defiance. A large body of horses

'anen safficd forth to the encounter, togother with three
hundred of the follogrerseof Count Julian. There was hot
skifmishing about the ficld, and on the banks of the river;
many Zallant feats were displayed on cither side, and many
valiant warriors were sl4m. As the night closed in, the

, trumpets from cither cathp summoned the trdops to refire
from the combat. In this day’s action the Christians suffered
irdatly in the loss of their distinguished cavaliers; for it is
the noblest spirits who venture most, and lay themselves open
to danger; and the Moslem soldiers had instruetion#to single
out the leaders of the adverse host. All this is said to have
been devised by the perfidious Bishop Oppas, who had xecret
communications with the encmy, while he influcnsed the
countils of the king; and who trusted that by this skirmish-
ing warfard the power of the Christian troops would be eut
off, and the rest disheartencd.

On the following morning, a larger force was ordered out
to skirmish, and such of thesoldiery as were unarmed, were
commandéd to stand ready to*scize the horses and strip
off the, armour of the killed and wounded. Among the
most illustrious of the avarriors who fought that day was
Pelistes, the Gothic noble who”had so sternly checked the
tongue of the Bishop Oppas, 1le led to the field a large
body of his own vassals*and retainers, and of cavaliers truined
up in his house, who had follgwed him to the wars in Africa,
and who looked up to him more as a father than a chicftain.
Beside him was, his only rxon, who now for the first time was
fleshing his sword in battle. The conflict:that day was more
gen‘cral and bloody than the day greceding ; the sldighter of
the * Christian warriors was immense, frem their lack of
defensive armour ; and as 1othing could prevent the flower
of the Gothic chivalry from spurring o the combat, the field
was strewed with the bodies of the youghful meldes: None
suffered more, however, than the warriors of Pelistes.s Their
leader himself was bold and hardy, and pronc to expose hima
self to danger; but years and -experienccihfth mgderated his
early fire; his son, however, was*€ager to distinguish himself
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in this, his first essuy, and rushed with impetuous ardour into
the hottest of the battle. In vain his father called to eaution
him ; he was ever in the advance, and.scemed upconscious
of the perilg that surraunded him. The cavaliers and vassals |
of his gther followed him’ with déevoted zeal, and many of:
them paid for their loyalty with their lives. When the o
trumpet sounded in the cvening Jfor yetreat, the troops of
Pelistes were the last to reach the camp. They came slowly
end mdurnfully, and much decrepsed in number. * Their
votcran commander was seated gon his warthorse, but the
blood trickled from the greaves of¢his armour. His valiant
son was borne on the shiclds of his vassals; when they laid'
him on the earth ncar to where the king was standing, they
found that the heroic youth had expired of his wounds. The
cavaliersssurrounded the body and gave utterance to their
grief; but the father restrained his agony, and Yooked on
with the sternresignation of a soldier.

Don,Roderick surveyed the field of battle with a rucful eye,
for it was covered with the mangled bodics of his most dllus-
trious warriors; he saw, too, with anxiety, that the common
Ecoplc, unused to war, and unsustained by discipline, were

arassed by incessant toils and dangers, and were caoling in
their zeal and courage. . _ )

The crafty Bishop Oppas.marked the internal troible of the
king, and thought a favourable momeunt had arrived to sway
him to his purpose. He called to his mind the various por-
tents and prophecies which%ad forerun their present danger.
“Let not my lord the king,” said he, **make light of these
m{fsteriuus revelations, which appear to be so disastrously ful-
filling. The hund of Heaven appears to be against us.  De-
struction is impending over our heads. Our troops are rude
and unskilful, but shghtly armed, and much cast down in
spirit. Better is it that we should make a'treaty With the
cnemy, gad, by granting part of his demands, prevent the
utter ruin of our country. * If such counsel be acecptable to
my lord the king, I stand ready tv depart upon an cmbassy to
the Moslem camp.” .

Upon hegxing thcse words, Pelistes, who had steod in
mournfyl silencé, regarding the dead body of his son, burst
forth with honest indignation. ( “ By this good sword,” said
he, ** the'man who yields such dastard counsel destrves death
from the hand of his eountsymen rather than from the foe;
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and, were it not for the presence of the king; may I forfeit
salvhtion if I would not strike him dead upon the spot.”
The bighop turned an eye of venom upon Pelistes. “My
lord,” said he, “I, too, bear a yveapon, and know how to
' wield it. Were the king not présent, you would not darc’to
.menace, nor should you advance one stcp without my hasten-
"ing to meet you.” |
The king interposed between the jarring nobles, and ye-
buked the impetuosity of Pelistes, but at the same timé rejeeted
the counsel of‘the bishop.y * The event of this conflict,” said
‘he, ““is'in the hand of Goi‘ ; but never shall my sword rettrn
to its scabbard while aninfidel invader remains within the land.”
#e then held a coyneil with his captains, and it was deter-
mined to offer the enemy general battle on the following day.
A herald was despatched defying Tarig ben Zeyad te the con-
test, and ®the defiance was gladly accepted by the Mosletn.
chieftain.¥ Don Roderick then formed the plan of action,
and assigned to each commander his several statiqp, after
which he dismissed his officers, and cach one sought his tent,
to prepare by diligence or repose for the next day’s cventful
contest.

. * CITAPTER XVL

Taric® pkN ZEYAD had been surprised by the valour of the
Christian cavaliers in thg recent battles, and at the number
and apparent devotion of thestfops which accompanied the
king to the. field. The confident defiance of Don Roderick
increased his surprise.. W hen the herald had retired, he
turned an eye of suspicion op Count Julian. *Thou hast
represented thy eountrymen,” said he, “ ag sunk in effemin
and lost to all generous impulse ; yet I find them fighting wi
the coutage and the strength of lions. Thou hast represented
thy king as detested by his subjects, and swrounded by secret
treason, but I behold bis tents whitening «he hills and dales,
while thousands are hourly flocking to his standard. Woe
unto thee if thou hast dealt deccitfully,with us, or betrayed us
with guileful words.” Y -

Don Julian retirbd to his tent in great troublo of mind, and
fear came upon him that the Bishop Oppas might play him
false ; for it is the ot of traitors ever to diggruseach othor. He

. BMI, Crdhiea, .
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called tq him, the same page who had brought him the letter
from Florinda, revealing the story of her dishonour. -«
e Thou knowest, my trusty.page,” said he, * that I have
reared thee in my hougehold, and cherished thee above all thy |
cémpanions., If thou hast loyalty and affection for.thy lord,
now is the time to serve him.  Hie thee to the Christian .
camp, and find thy way to the tenf of .the Bishop Oppas. If
‘m;¥ one ask thee who thou art, tell them'thou art of tﬁc house-
hold of ghe bishop, and bearer of missives from Cordova.
When thou art admitted to the pyesence of the bishom show
bita thisrings and he will communcswith thee in seeret. Then
tell him Count Julian greets him as a brother, and demands
how the wrongs of his daughter Florinda arc te be redressed.
Mark well his reply, and bring it word Yor word, Ilave thy
lips closed, Lut thine cycs and cars open; and observe every
thing of note in the camp of the king. So, specd thee on thy
crrand—away, away<” .
The page hastened to saddle a Barbary steed. flect as the
wind, and of a jet black colour, so as not to be easily discerng
ible in the night. 1le girdedon a sword and dagger, slung an
Arab bow with a quiver of arrows at his side, and a buckler
at bis shoulder. Issuing out of the camp, he sought the banks
of the Guadalete, and proceeded silently along its stream,
which reflected the distant fires of the Christian camp. As
he passed by the place which had been the seene of fae recent
conflict, he heard, from time to time, the groan of some
expiring warrior who had worsled among the reeds on the
margin of the river; and sometimes his steed stepped cau-
tiously over the mangled bodies of the slain.  The young
page was unused to the sights of war, aud his heart beat
quick within him.  He was hdiled by the stntinels as he ap-
. ﬂr‘oached the Christian camp, and, on giving the reply taught
oim by Count Julian, was conducted o the teht of the Bishop
ppas. e v ‘
l'.lehe bishop had_ not yet retired to his couch., When he
bebeld the ring of Count Julian, wind heard the words of his
message, he saw that the page was onc in whom he might
confide. < Hasten back to thy lord,” said he, “and tell him
to have faith in m¢, gnd all shall go well. As yet, I have
kept my troops out of the combat.  They are all fresh, well
armed, akd well appoiuted. The king has confided to myself,
aided by thv pringes Evan-and Siseburto, the command of a
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wing of the army.” To‘morrow, at the hour of nodn, when
both armies are in the heat of action, we will pass over with
our forces to the Moslems. But I claim the .compact made
with Taric ben Zeyad, ‘that my neghews be placed in dominion
over Spain, and tributary only to the Caliph of* Damascus.”
sWith this traitorous message the page departed. He led his
%lack steed by the haidle #o present less mark for observation,
as he went stumbling along near the expiring firgs of the
camp, On passing thedast outpost, when*the guards were
half sfymbering on their jrms, he was overhéard and sym-
moned, but leaped lightly*into the saddle and put spurs to his
steed. 'An arrow whistled by his ear, and two more stuck'in
the target which hedad thrown upon his back. The clatter
of swift hoofs echoed behind him, but he had learnt of the
Arabs to fight and fly.  Plucking a shuit from his quiver, and
turning ahd rising in the stirrups as his_courser galloped at”
full speed, he drew the arrow to the head and launched it at
his pursuer. 'The twang of the how-string was followed by
the erash of armour, and a deep groan, as the horseman
tumbled to the earth.  The page pursued his course without
further molestation, and arrived at the Moslem camp before
the brenk of day.

——
CHAPTER XVIIL

A r1¢uT had burned throughont the night in the tent of
the king, and ansious thougﬂffaud dismal visions troubled
his repose. *If he fell into a glumber, be beheld in his dreams
the shadowy phantonts of the neeromantic tower, or the
injured Florindy, pale and, dishevelied, imprecating the
vengeance of Ileaven upon his head.  In the midwatches of
the night, when all was silent exeept the footstep of the
se tincﬁ, pacing before his tent, the king ‘fose from lis couch,
an‘«‘l walking forth, looked thoughtfully upon the mdrtial scene
before him. The pale crescent of the 31001\ bung over the
"Moorish camp. and diml$ liﬁ'htcd up the windings of the
Guadalete. . The heart of the king was héavy and oppressed ;
but he felt only for himself, says Antonie Agupiadhe thought
nothing of the perils impending over the tholisands of devoted
subjects in the camp belowshim; slecping, as it wgre, on the
margin’ of their graves. The faint clattcs of disgant hoofs, as
if in rapid flight, reached the mdhnareh’s ear, but the horseren
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were not“to be deseried. At that very hour, and along the
shadowy banks of that river, here and there gleaming with
the scanty moonlight, passed the fugitive hessenger of Count
Julian, with ¢the plan of the pext day’s freason.

The day had not yet dawned, when the sleepless and im-

ient monarch summoned his attendants and arrayed him-
self for the field. He then sent {or the vencrable Bishop"
Utbino, who had accompanied him to the camp, and, laying
aside his‘regal c¢rown, he knelt wi¢H head qncoverecf. and
confessed liis sins before the holy taun.  After this'a solemn
mass was performed in the royal®tent, and the eucharist
administered to the monarch. When these ceremonies were
concluded, he besought the archbishop.to depart forthwith
for Cordova, there to await the issue of the battle, and to be
ready to bring forward re-inforcements and supplies. The
‘archbishop saddled his mule and departed just as the faint
blush of morning began to kindle in the east. Alrcady the’
camp resounded with the thrilling call of the trumpet, the
clank of armour, and the tramp and neigh of stceds. ~As the
archbishop passed through the camp, he looked with a com-

- passionate beart on this vast multitude, of whom so many

were soon to perish.  The warriors pressed to kiss his hand,
and many a cavalier full of youth and fire received his bene-
diction, who was to lie stiff and cold before the evening.
When the troops were marshalled for the field, Don
Roderick prepared to sally forth in the state and pomp with
which the Gothic kings were Wollt to go to battle. He was
arrayed in robes of gold broeade; %js sandals were em-
broidered with pearls and diamonds ; Re had a sceptre in his
hand, and ke wore a regal erown resplendent with incstimable
jowels. Thus gorgeously apparclled, he ascended a lofty
chariot of ivory, the axletrees of which were of silver, and
the wheels and pole covered with plates of burnished go'd.
Above his*head was a canopy of cloth of gold, embossed with
armorial devices, #nd studded with precious stones.* This
swmptuous chariot was drawn by milk-white horses, with
caparisons of crimson welvet, embroidered with pearls. A

- thousand ytwhful cnvaliers surrounded the car; all of the

noblest blood anll bravest spirit ; all knighted by the king's
own hand, and sworn to defend hfm to the last. '
When Roderick ivsued forth in this resplendent state, says
* Butrand. Chion. an. Christ. 714.
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an Arabian writer, swrounded by his guards in gilded armour
and waving plumes, and scarfs and surcoats of 4 thousand
dyes, 1t yas as if the sun were emerging in the dazaling
chariot of the day from- amidst the glorfous clouds<f morning.
» As the royal car rolled dlong in'front of the squadrons, the
yoldiers shouted with admiration. Don Roderick waved his
‘seeptre, and: addresseq them from his lofty throne, reminding
them of the horror and desolation which had alrcagdly been
spreade through the land by the invaders. * He caled upon
them to summbn up the sancient valour of their race apd
avenge the blood of theirsbrethren. * One day of glorious
ofighting,” said he, * and this infidel horde will be driven
intd the sea, or will perish beneath: your swords. Forward
bravely to the fight; your familics are behind you—praying
for your success; the invaders of ywur country are beforg |
you; (iad®is above to bless his holy cause, aud your king
leads you to the Hicld.” The army shouted with one necord,
« Forward, to the foe, und death be his portion who shuns the
encounter !”

The rising sun began to shine along the glistening waters
of the Guadalete as the Moorish army, squadron after
squadrog, came sweeping down a gentle declivity to the
sound of martial music. + Their turbans and robes, of various
dyes and dashions, gave a splendid appearance to their host
as they ntirehed, a cloud of dust arose and partly hid them
from thd sight, but still ;there would break forth flashes of
steel and gleams of burnishe® gd, like rays of vivid light-
ning ; while the sound of druny and trumpet, and the clash of
Mdorish cymbal, were sas the warlike thunder within that
stormy cloud of battle. , \

As the armies’drew ncar cach other, the sun disappeared
among lglrz;thering clouds, and the gloom of the day was’in-
creased *by the ‘columns of dust which rose from cither host.
At Mength the trumpets sbunded Jor the encounfer. The
battle commenced with showers of arrows, sones, and javelins.
"The Christian foot soldicrs fought to disadvantage, the greater
part being destitute of helm or bucklers A battalion of Gight
Arabiau horsemen, led by a Greek renegado nassal Magued
¢l Rumi, carcered in front of the Chtistian ine, lawmching
their darts, and then wheeling off beyond the reach of the-
missiles ‘butled after them. Theodomir yoW brought up his
scasoned troops into the action}’secouded by the veteran
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Pelisteseand in a littlc while the battle became furious and
promiscuous. It was glorions to behold the old Gethic
valour shining forth in this hour of fearful trial. Wherever
the Moslems fell, the €hrigtians rushed forward, seized upon
their horses, and stripped” them 6f their armour and their«
weapons. They fought desperately and suecessfully, for they
fought for their country and theyr faith. The battle raged’
foe several hours; the ficld was strewn with slain, and the
Moors, overcome by the multitude and fury of their foes,
began to falter. . . v .

When Tarfe beheld his troops retreating before the eneny,
he threw himsclf before them, and, rising in his stirrups,:
* Oh. Moslems ! conquerors of Africa!” cried-he, * whither
would you fly> The sea is behind you, the enemy before ;
you have no hope but jn your valour and the help of God.
Do as I do, and the day is ours!” T

With these yords, he put spurs {o his horse and sprang
amonge the enemy. striking to right and left, cutting down
and destroying, while his steed, fierce as himself, trampled
upon the foot soldiers, and tore them with his teeth. At
this moment a mighty shout arose in various parts of the
field; the noontide hour had arrived. The Bishop Oppas
with the two princes, who had hitherto kept their bands out
of the fight, suddenly went over to the enemy, and turned
their weapons upon their astonished countrymexn, From
that moment the fortune of the (L-,Im_v was changed, hnd the
ficld of battle became a seefitc+a wild confusion and bloody
massacre.  The Christians kuew not whom to contend with,
or whom to trust. It scemed as if madness had seized upon
their friends and kinsmen, and that their worst enemics were
among themselves. ‘

The courage of Don Roderick rose with his danger. Throw-
ing off the cumbrous robes of royalty and ‘descending from
his car, the sprang upon his steed Orelia, grasped his lince
and buckler, and endeavoured to rally his retreating trgops.
e was surrounded and assailed 'by a multitude of his own
traitorous subjects, but defended himself with wondrous
prowess. ¢Bhe enequy thickened around him ; his loyal band
of cavalicrs wese slainsbravely fightiug I his defence; the
.lnst that was secn of the king was in the midst of the enemy;,
dealing dcagh atf expry blow, -

A complete panic fell*upon the Christians; they threw
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awaygtheir arms and fled in all directions. They wete pur- .
sucd with dreadful slawughter, until the darkness of the night
rendered # impossible to distinguish friend from foe. Tarie
en called off his trodps from the plesuit, and*took pose
session of the royal camp; and the couch whicl had been
Yoressed so uncasily on the preceding night by Don Roderick,
nww vielded sound repwse td his conqueror.®

o3
CHAPYER XVIIL .
.. UX the morning after the battle, the Arab Iead(-r, Tarie
wn ,Zevad, rode over the bloody ficld of the Guadalete,
stretved with the ruine of those splendid armics, which had
so lately passed like glorious pageants along the river banks.
There Mooy and Christian, horseman and horse, lay gashed,
with hideons woundls; and the river, still ycd with blood, was
filled with the bodies of the slain.  The gaunt Arab was as a
wolf roaming through the fold he had laid waste.  Oneevery
side his cye revelled on the ruin of the country, on the wreeks
of haughty Spain. There lay the flower of her youthful
chivalry, mangled and destroyved, and the strength of her
ycomanry prostrated in the dust. ‘the Gothic noble Iay
confounded with his vastals;e the peasunt with the prinee;
all ranks :1;3(1 dignities were mingled in one bloody massacere.

When,Tarie had surveyed the field, he caused the spoils of
the dead and the plundersof the camp to be brought beforo
him. The booty was immenst? "There were massy chains,
and, rare juwlls of gold; pemds and precious stones; rich
silks and brocades, and® all other luxurious decorations in
which the Gothic pobles had indulged in the latter times of
ther degeneracy. A vast amount of treagure was likewisce
found, wbich had been brought by Roderick for the expenscs
of the war.

"'aric then ordered that the bodies of the¢ Moslcr Yarriors
should be interred; as for those of the Chrfstians, they were
gathered in heaps, and vast *pyres of wood avcre formed, on
which they were consumed. The flamed of these pyres rose
high in the air, and were seen afar off i the®h#&ht; and
when the Christiuns beheld them from the® neighb8uring
hills they, bept their breasts arMl tore their hujp, and Ijmented -

* This battle iz called indiscrimimoﬁy by hidorialls the baitle of
Guadalete, or Xeres, from the neighbourhood of thdt city.n e

L] -
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over thom as over the funeral fires of their country. The
carnage of that battle infected the air for two whole months,
and bones were seen lying in heaps upon the field for more
than forty years; ndy, hen ages Had past and gone, the
husbandman. turning up the soil, would still find fragments
of Gothic cuirasses and helms, and Moorish scimitars, the-
relics of that dreadful fight. ¢ e -

« For three days the Arabian horscmen pursued the flying
Christiaus, hunting them over the face of the country; so
that but a scanty number of that'mighty host escaped to tell
the tale of their disaster. 4 :

Taric ben Zeyad considered his victory incomplete so long
a8 the Gothic monarch survived; he preclaimed great rewsrds,
therefore, to whomsoever should bring Roderick to him, dead
.or alive. A diligent-search was accordingly made, in every
direction, but for u long time in vain; gt length a soldier
brought to Tarie the head of a Christian warrior, on which
was a-cap decorated with feathers and precious stones. The
Arab leader received it as the head of the unfortunate
Roderick, and sent it as a trophy of his victory, to Muza ben
Nosier, who. in like manner, transmitted it to the caliph at
Damascus. The Spanish historians, however, have always
denied its identity. .

A mystery has cver hung, and ever must continue to hang,
over the fate of King Roderick, in that dark and doleful day
of Spain. 'Whether he went down.amidst the storm of battle,
and atoned for his sins alfw'crrors by a patriot grave, or
whether he survived to repent of them in hermit exile, must
remain matter of conjecture and dispute. The learned Arch-
bishop Rodrigo, who has recoyded the events of this disastrous
ficld, affirms that Roderick fell beneath the vengeful blade
of the traitor Julian. and thus expiated wjth his blood his
crime against the hapless Florinda; but the archbishop stands
alone irfhis record of the fact. Tt seems generally admitted
that Orelia, the!favourite war-horse of Don Rederick, was
found entangled in a marsh on the borders of the Guadalete,
with the sandals, and mantle, and royal insignia of the king
lying closewby him. The river at this place ran broad and
deep, vand wa# encumbered with the dead bodies of warriors

. and steeds; it has been supposed, therefore, that he perished
in the streams ‘bug his body was not found within its waters.

When severak years hitl passed away, and men’s minds,
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being restored to some degree of tranquillity, began toroccupy
themte)ves about the cvents of this dismal day, a rumour
arosc tha Roderick had escaped from the carnage on the
Jbanks of the Guadalete; and was syl alive. It was said, thgt
*having from a rising ground caught a view of the whole ficld
» of battle, and scen that the day was lost, and his army flying
‘iy all dircctions, he ligewise sought his safety in flight. It 18
ed, that the Arab horsemen, whiie scouring the mfvuntoing
" in quest of fugitives, found a shepherd arrayed in dhe royal
robes, and brodght him before the conqueror, belicving him
. to be the king himself. # Count Julian soon ‘dispelled the
*error.  On being questioned, the trembling rustic declared
thet while tending hjs sheep in the folds of the mountains,
there came a cavalier on a horse wearied and spent, and ready
to sink beneath the spur; that the cqvalier, with an autho-
ritative volec and menacing air, commanded him to exchangé
garments with him, and clad himself th his, rude garb of
sheep-skin, and took lis crook and his serip of prowsions,
and continued up the rugged defiles of the mountains leading
towards Castile, until he was lost to view.¥
This tradition was fondly cherished by many, who clung to
the belief in the existence of their monarch as their main
hope for the redemption of Spain. Tt was even affirmed that
he had taken refuge, with many of his host, in an island of
the *Ocdan sea,” from whence he might yet return once
muore to’elevate his standard, and battle for the recovery of
his throne. ~
Year after.year, however, e]apsed, and nothing was heard
of Don Roderick ; yet, like Scbastian of Portugal, and Arthur
of England, his name continyed to be a rallying point for
popular faith, and the mystery of his cnd 40 give rise to
romautic fables, At length, when generation after gene-
ratipn Had sunk into the grave, and near two centuries had
passed and gone, traces wefe said to be discovered thut threw
a light on the final fortunes of the unfertunate Roderick.
At that time, Don Alphonst the Great, King of Leon, had
wrested the city of Visco, in Lusitania, from the hands of
the Moslems. As his soldiers were ranging aboy the city
and its environs, one of them discovered in adield, ougside of
the walls, a small chapel or shermitage, with a sepulebre in,
* Bleds, Cron. lib. ii. cap. 9. Abulopsim Taif Abengaridue, lib, i
<ap. 10, . . . 2 ‘.2
F L
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front, dn which was inscribed this epitaph, in Gothic cha-
racters:— o
HIC REQUIESCIT RUDERICUS
ULTIMUY REX GOTHORUM.
Here lies Roderick,
. The last king of the Goths. .
. Tt has been belicved hy many"that/this was. the véritable
tomb ¢} the monarch, and that in this hermitage he had:
finished his days in solitary pepdnee. The warrior, as he
contemplated the supposed tomb of the once haughty Roderick,
forgot all his faults and errors, and shed a soldier’s tear avex
his memory; but when his thoughts turned to Count Julian,
his patriotic indignation broke forth, #nd with his dagger he
inscribed a rude malediction on the stone. N
¢« Accursed,” said Be, ¢ be the impious and hepdong ven-
geance of the traitor Julian.  Tle was a merderer of his king;
a destroyer of his kindred; a betrayer of his country. May
his ndme be bitter in every mouth, and his memory infamous
to all generations.” ’
Here ends the legend of Don Roderick,

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE FOREGOING LEGEND.
THE TOMB OF RODERICK. :

TrE vencrable Sebastiano, Bishop of Salamanda. declares
that the inscription on the towd at Visco, in Portugal,
existed in his time, and thi¥fne had scen it. A particular
account of the exile and hermit life of Roderick is furnished
by Berganza, on the authority of Poftuguese chronicles.

Algunos historiadores Porfugueses asseguran, que el Rey
Rodrigo, perdida la battalla, huyo a ticrra de Merida, y se
recogio cn el monasterio de Cauliniano, en donde, arre-
pentido de sus culpas, procuro confessarlas con muchas la-
grimas.” Deseando mas retiro, § escogiendo por compaiicro
a un monge Illimado Roman, y elevando la Imagen de
“Nazareth, que Cyrinco monge d& nacion griego avra traido de
Jerusalem al monasterio de Cauliniano, se subio 4 un monte
muy asphrd, %ue:estaba sobre el mar, junto al lugar de
Peyeyneyra. Vivio Rodrigo en compania de el monge en cl
hueco de una gruta por espac® de un afio; despues se passo
4 la ermi’a Jde san Miguel, que estaba cerca de Viseo, en
donde mugio y fue sepultalo.
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Puedese ver csta relacion cn, las notas de Don Thomas
Tamayq sobre Laulo deacuno. El chronicon de san Millan,
que llega dasta el afio 883, deze que, hasta su tiempo, si
ignora el fin del Rey Rodrigo. Pgcossfios despycs el Rey
Don Alonzo el Magno, aviéndo ghnade la ciudad de Visco,
Syicontro en una iglesia el cpitafio que en romance dize—
agui yaze Rodrigo, ylting Rey de los Godus.—Berganza,
« lib. 1, eap. 13. -

' .0

THE CAVY OF HERCULES

* As the story of the ncerommmtie tower is one of the most
fameus as well us Ieasg credible points in the history of Dou
Roderick, it may be well to fortifv or buttress it by some
account of another marvel of the city gf Toledo. This ancient
city, whiclfdates its existence almost from the time of the®
flood, claiming as its founder Tubal. the Son of Japhet, and
grandson of Noab,* has been the warrior hold of many Jgene-
rations, and a strange diversity of ruces. It bears traces of
the artifices and devices of its various occupants, and is full
of mysteries, and subjects for antiquarian conjecture and per-
plexity. oIt is built upon a high, rocky promontory, with the
Tagus brawling round its+ basg, and is overlooked by cragged
and preeipitous hills. Thesc hills abound with clefts and
caverns ; #ud the promontory itself, on which the city is built,
bears traces of vaults ang subterrancous habitations, which
are oceasionally discovered M. the ruins of ancient houses,
or bencath the churches and convents,

"These are supposed by some”to have been the habitations
or retreats of the primitive inhabitants ; for it was the custom
of the ancients, according to Pliny. to make, caves in high
and rocky places; and live in them through fear of floods ;
and guch’a precaution, says the worthy Don Pedro de Roxas,
in his history of Toledo, wia natural euough amonggthe first
Toledans, sceing that they founded their city shortly after the
deluge, while the memory ofeit was still fregh in their minds,

- Some have supposed these secrct cavgs and vaults to have
been places of concealment of the inhgbitangg gnd their
tregsure, during timbs of war and violence; os rude tgmples
for the perfurmance of religiogs cercmonics in times of per- |
secution. There are not wanting other, 4n& grave swriters,
who give them a still darker purpdre. In,t,hcse’}ia"eﬁa say

* Salazar, Hist, Gran. Cardinal Prolggo. Vol. I. plan 1t
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they, were taught the diabolical mysteries of magic; and
here were performed those infernal ceremonies and incanta-
tions, horrilgle in the cyes of God and man. * History,” says
the worthy Don Pedto e Roxds, “is full of accounts that.
the magi taught and perforined their magic and their super.’
stitious rites in profound caves and seeret places; because as?
this art of the devil was prohibited frrm the very origin of
Ghristignity. they always sought for hidden places in which ,
to practiee it,”” *In the time of the Moors this art, we are
told, was publicly taught at theif- universitics, the same as
-onomy, philosophy, and mathematics, and at no place was .
it cultivated with more success than at Toledo. Hence. this’
city has ever heen darkly renowned for,mystic science ; inso-
much that the magic art was called by the French, and by
other nations, the Arte. Toledana. .

Of all the marvels, however, of this angient, p‘icturesque,
romantic, and necromantic city, none in modern timges surpass
the caxe of Hercules, if we maytaketheaccount of Don Pedro
de Roxas for authentic. The entrance to this cave is within
the church of San Gines, situated in nearly the highest part
of the city. The portal is secured by massive doors, opening
within the walls of the church, but which are kept rigorously
closed. The cavern extends under the city and beneath the
bed of the Tagus to the distance of three leagues heyond. It
is, in some places, of rare architecture, built of small stones
curiously wrought, and supported by columns and arches.

In the year 1546 an account™of this cavern was given to the
archbishop and cardinal Don, Juan Martinez Siliceo, who,
desirous of examining it, ordered the entrance to be cleaned.
A number of persons furnished with provisions, lanterns, and
cords, then went in, and having proceeded about half a league,
came to a place where there was a kind of chapel o, temple,
having a table or altar, with several statues of bronze in
niches orfon pedestals. ¢

‘While they wert regarding this mysterious scenc of ancient
worship or incantation, one of the statues fell. with a noise
that echoed through the cavern, and smote the hearts of the
adventurers yith terror. Recovering from their alarm they
proceeded onwitd, but were soon again dismayed by a roaring
and rushing sound that increased as they advaneed. It was
made by"a furious and turbulent strcam, the dark waters of
which were too decp, and Broad, and rapid to be crossed. By
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this ,time their hearts were so chilled they could not seck
any other passage by which they might advance; so they
turned baek and hastened okt of the cave. It was night-fall

,When they sallied forth, anl they wer® so much: affeeted by
the terror they had undergone, and by the cold and damp air

Yof the cavern, to which they were the more sensible from its
hieing in the summers thateall of them fell sick, and scveral of
them died. Whether the archbishop was encougaged to
pursue his rescarch and gratify his curiosity; the history does
not mention. “ .

. Alonzo Telles de Mereses, in his history of the world,
records, that not long before his time a boy of Toledo, being
thiteatened: with pumishment by his master, fled and took
refuge in this cave. Fancying his pursuer at his heels, he
took no.hged of the obscurity or coldness of the cave, but kept
froping and blungering forward, until he came forth at three’

cagues distance from the city. . )

Another and very popular story of this cave, currenbamong
the common people, was, that in its remote recesses lay con-
cealed a great treasure of gold, left there by the Romans.
‘Whoever would reach this precious hoard must pass through
several eaves or grottos ; each haviug its purticular terror, and
all under the guardianship of a ferocious dog, who has the
key of all-the gates, -and watches day and night. At the
apprough’of any one, be shows his teeth, and makes a hideous
growling; but no advenwgrer after wealth has had courage
to brave a contest with this Terrifie cerberus.

. The most’intrepid candidate on record was a poor man who
had lost his all, and hatl those grand incentives to desperate
enterprise, a wife and a largg family of children. Hecaring
the story of this cave, he determined to venture alone in
search of the tveasure. Ileaccordingly enfered, and wandered
many hours, bewildered, about the cave. Often would be
have returned, but the thoughts, of his-wife and children
urged him on. At length he arrived near®to the place where
he supposed the treasure ldy hidden ; but-here, to his dismay,
he beheld the floor of the cavern stresvn with human bones;
doubtless the remains of adventurers like himself, who had
been torn ml pieces. . N . '

Losivg gll cox , he now turned and spught his way out
of the cgwe. Ii?;rggm thickened, upon bim wshe¥led. He
behcld dircful phantoms glaring®and gibbering around him,
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and heard the sound of pursuit in the echoes of his footsteps.
He reached his home overcome with affiight ; several hours
elapscd before he could recover Qpeech to tell his story, and
he died on the following duz

The judieious Don Pedra de Roms holds the account of’
theburied troasurc for fabulous, but the adventure of this~/
unlucky man for very possible ; being Jed on by avarice, o
rather tho hope of retricving a desperate fortune. He,
morcovel, pronoenees his dying shortly after coming. forth,
as very probable ; because the darkaess of the cave, jts. cold-
nefs, the friglit at finding the bonew, the dread of meeting. the .
imaginary dog, sll joining to operate upon a man wha was '’
past the’ prime of his days, and enfeebled by poverty sad
seanty food, might casily cause his death.

Muny have considererl this cave as intended ori ally for
d rally or retreat from the city in case it shquld be Eﬁen an
opinion rendered provable, iv is thought, by its grandeur and
great gxtent.

The learned Snlazar de Mendoza, however, in his history
of the grand cardinal of Spain, affirns it as an established
fact, that it was first wrought out of the rock by Tubal, the
son of Japhet, and grandson of Noah ; and afterwards repaired
and greatly augmented by Hercules the Egyptian, who made
it his habitation after he had erceted his pillars at the straits of
Gibraltar, Here, too, it is said, he read magic to his tollowers,
and taught them those supernatuy ’31 arts by which he accom-
plished his vast achievements¥-"Others think that it was a
temple dedieated to Hercules ; as was the case, according to
Pompomus Mela, with the great cavein the rock of Gibraltar;
certain it is, that it has always borne the name of *The Cave
of Hercules.”

There are not wanting some who have ingjnuated  that it
was a work dating from the time of the Romans, and intended
as a cloacy or sewer of the city ; but such a grovelling insinua-
tion will be treatedwwith proper scorn by the reader, after-the
nobler purposes to which he has heard this marvellous cavern
consecrated,

From allthe ctrcumstzmces here adduced from learned and
reverend authows, it will be perceived that Toledo is a city
fruitful of marvels, and that the necromantic tower of Hercules
lms more solid §rdndation tban most edifices of similar import
in ancient lustor) ¢
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The writer of thesc pages will venture to add the result
of his personal researches respecting the far-famed cavern in
question. ¢ Rambling about ffoledo in the year 1826, in com-
- pany with a small kmot o an};’i‘%zity hunters, among whom
*Was an eminent British painter, d an English nobleman,}
Sevho has since distinguished himself in Spanish historical
rescareh, we directeds our 4steps to the church of San Giues,
. and inquired for the portal of the secret cavern. The sacristan
was a'voluble and communicative man, and one notlikely to
be-nigigrd of his tongue about anything he knew, or slow to
- boast of any marvel pertamning to his church$ but he pto-
fessed utter ignorance of the existence of any such portal.
II¢ remembered to Jave heard, however, that immediately
under the entrance to the church there was an arch of muson-
work, apparently the upper part of sogic subterranean portal ;
but that afl had bgen covered up, and a pavement laid down
thercon ; so that whether it led to thd magje cave or the
necromantic tower remains a mystery, and so must pemain
nntil some monarch or archbishop shall again have courage
and suthority to break the spell.

LEGEND OF TIE SUBJUGATION OF
SPAIN.}
‘&

CHAPTER I
*I'ar overthrow of King Roderick and his army on the
bauks of the Guadalete, threw open all southern Spain to the
inroads of the Moslems. The whole country fled before
them : villages and hamlets were hastily ahandoned; the
inhabitints plaged their aged and infirm, their wives and

children, and their most pwecious effects, on mules imd other

L] .

° * Mr. D. W—Kkic. + 18rd Mah—n. '
% In this legend most of the® facts respecting'the Arab inroads into
Spain are on the authority of Arabian writegs who had the most accu-
rate means of information, Those relative to the Spaujards are chiefly
from old Spanisk chronicles. It is to be retharked’th the Arab
accounts bave most the air of verity, and the events, as tity relate
them, are Jdn the ordinary colrsc of commonglife. The Spanish
accounts, on the contrary, are fall of the marvéljpuy; Jorthete Wwere na

greater romancers than the monkish ciffoniclers. o
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beasts of burden, and, driving before them their floeks and
herds, made for distant parts of the land ; for the fastncsses
of the mountains, and for such :tf the cities as yetpossessed
walls and bulwarks. <Many, gaveliout, faint and weary, by the -
way, and fell into the hands of the enemy; others, at the
distant sight of a turban or 2 Moslem standard, or on hearing”’
the clangour of a trumpet, abandored their flocks and herds;
and hastened their flight with their families. If their pur-
suers gained upon them, they threw by their household goods
and whatever was of burden, and thought themselves' fortu-
nate to escape, naked and destitute, to a place of refuge. .
Thus the roads were covered with scattered flocks and herds, .
and with spoil of all kind. . ’ v
The Arabs, however, were not guilty of wanton cruelty or
ravage ; on the contrary, they conducted themselyes with a
‘ moderation but seldom witnessed in more civilised conquerors.
Taric el Tuerte, though u thorough man of the sword, and one
whoseavhole thoughts were warlike, yet evinced wonderful
judgment and diseretion. Iie checked the predatory habits
of his troops with a rigorous hand. They were forbidden,
under pain of severe punishment, to molest any peaceable and
- unfortified towns, or any unarmed and unresisting people who
remained quiet in their homes. .No §poil was permitted to be
made cxcepting in fields of battle, in camps of routed foes, or
in cities taken by the sword, ¢
Taric had little need to exergjgem his severity; his orders
were obeyed through love, ratfér than fear, for he was the
idol of his soldiery. They admired his restless' and daring
spirit, which nothing could dismay.‘ His gaunt and sinewy
form, his fiery eye, his visage seamed with scars, were suited
to the hardihood of his deeds; and when mounted on his
foaming steed, careering the field of battle.with qyivering
lance or flashing scimitar, his Arabs would greet him with
shouts of bnthusiasm. But what éhdeared him to them more
than all was-his soldierlike contempt of gain. Conquest was
his only passion; glory the only feward he coveted. As to
the spoil of the conquared, he shared it freely among his fol-
. lowers, an¢ squandered his own portion with open-handed
generosity, ¢ -
. While Taric wps pushing hise triumphant course through
Andalusid, tidivgs of his stupendous victory on the banks of
the Guadalete were carried to Muza ben Nogier. Messengers
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after, messengers arrived, vyeing who should most estol the
achievaments of the conqueror and the grandeur of the eon-
quest. *‘élaric,” said they, }* has overthrown the whole force
- of the unbelievers in onc mifhty battles Their king is slain;
thousands and tens of thousand® of their warriors are de-
“troyed ; the whole land lies at our merev; and city after
city is surrendering w theevictorious arms of Taric.”

The heart of Muza ben Nozier sickened at these tidings,
and, instead of rejoicing at the success of the cause of Islam,
he treippled with Jealouswfear lest the triumphs of Taric in

.Spain should eclipse his ©wn victories in Affica. He de-
spatched missives to the Culiph Waled Almanzor, informing
hith of these new cgnquests, but taking the whole glory to
himself, and making no mention of the services of Tarie ; or,
at lenst, only mentioning bim incidentally as a subordinate
command®r. « The battles,” said he, “ have been terrible
as the day of judgment; but, by the aid of Allah, we have
gained the victory.” .

He then prepared in all haste to cross over into Spain and
assume thc command of the conquering army; and he wrote
a letter in advance to interrupt Taric in the midst of his
carecr. ¢ “ Wherever this letter may find thee,” said he, “1
charge thce halt with thiy ariny and await my coming. Thy
force is ihadequate to the subjugation of the land, and I:K
rashly ychturing thou mayst lose cverything. I will be wi
thee specdily, with a rcindercement of troops competent to so
great an caterprise.” )

.The letter’ overtook the vetgran Taric while in the full glow
of triumphant success$ having overrun some of the richest
part of Andalusiy, and just rcgeived the surrender of the city
of Ecija. As he read the letter, the blood mantled in his
sunburpit cheek, and fire kindled in his cve ; for he penetrated
th® motives of Muza. Ile suppressed his wrath, however,
and turning with a bitter bxpression of forced composure to
his* captainy, “ Unsaddle your stceds,” said he, ““and plant
your lunces in the earth # set up your tepts and take your
repose: for we must await the coming of the Wali with a
mighty force to assist us in onr conquest.s’ -

The Arab warriors broke forth with loud murmursat these
words :, * What need have we of aid,” erieg they, “ when the
whole country is flying before us ; and what bapter cdmmander
can we have than Tarie to lead u on to vietory?”
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Count Julian; alsg, who was present, aow hasﬁemd to give
his ¢raitorous counsel. - :

“ Why panse,” eried he “at t]iis preclous momont ? The
gxeat army of the Goths is vanqyished and their nobles are
sibughtered .or. dispersed. Tollow up your blow before the'
land .can recover from its panic. Overrun the provinces,”
scize upon the. cities, ranke yourself master of the capital, ang
your conquest is complete.” ¥

'The allyvice of Julian was applauded by.all the Arab chief-
tains, who were impaticnt of any mten‘upmm‘m their ‘caroer
of *conquest. “Taric was casily pérsuaded to what was the
wish of: his heart. Disregarding the letter of Muzn, there-
fore, he prepared to pursuo his* victoricg. For this purpesc
he ordered a review of his troops on the plain’ of Ecija.
Some were mounted on stceds which they had brought from

« Africa; . the rest ho supplid with horses taken ‘from the
Chyistians. Hg repéated his gencral orders; that they should
inflict no wanton injury, nor plunder any place that offered no
resistance. They were forbidden also to cncumber themselves
with booty, or cven with provisions; but were to scour the
country with all speed, and scize upon all its fortrcsses and
strong-holds.

He then divided his host intQ three several armu,s One
he placed under the command of the Greek renegade, Magued
¢l Rumi, a man of desperate courage ; and sent it aguinst the
aucicnt city of Cordova. Another ssns sent agaiust the oity
of Malaga, and was led by Zaidben Kesadi, aided by the
Bishop Oppas. The third was led by Taric himsclf, and with
this he determined to make a wide sweep through the
kmgdom 1

CHAPTER IIL.

Tm: tc@ror of the arms of Tarie ben Zeyad went before
him ; and, at the same tim¢, the report of his. lenity to those
who. subtmtted without resistancee Wherever he appmred.
the towns, for the most,part, sent forth some of their principal
inhgbitants to pxoﬁer, a surrender ; for they were destitute of
fortificatjons, and their fighting men had . perished in battle:
Thoy were all received into allegiance ‘to the ouhph and were
protected f.‘rom gﬂlage or molestatwu ;

o * Conde'p i. cap. 10.
t Troniea de Espafia, de Alonzo el Sabio, p. ii. csp 1.
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After marching' some distance: through the coustry, he
cntered one day a vast andgbeautiful plain. interspersed with
villages, adorned with grovds and gardens, watered by wind-

. ing rivers, and surrounded: Py lofty méuntains. . It was the
*famous vegn, or plain of Granad#, destined to be for ages the
wavourite abode of the Moslems. When the Arab eonqucrors
Reheld this deliciousevega, ,they were' lost- in admiration ; for
it scemed as if the prophet had given them a- paradise an
earth! as a reward for their services in his eduse. - o
«Tartc approdched the oy of Granada, which had a formid-
uble aspeet, scated on lofty hills, and: fortificd with Gothie
* walls and towers, and-with the red castle or citadel built in
times of old by the, Phewnicians or the Romans. As the
Axrab chieftain eyed the place, he was pleased with-its stern
warrior look, contrasting with the smiling beauty of its vega,
and the fitshness and voluptuous abundance of its hills andl
valleys. He pitched his tent before its Walls, and made pre-
parations to attack it with all his force. .
The city, however, borc but the semblance of power. The
flower of its youth-had perished in the battle of the Guadalete;
many of the principal inhabitants had fled to the mountains,
and few, remained in the city excepting old men, women, and
children. and & number of Jews, which last were well dis-
posed to gake part with the conquerors. The city, therefore,
readily-¢apitunlated, and was received into vassalage on favour-
able tetms. The inhabidgnts were to retain their property,
their laws, and their rehgion; their churches and priests
were to be respected ; and no other tribute was required of
them than such as ‘they had been accustomed to pay to their
Gothic kings.
On taking possession of &ranada, Tarie. garrisoned the
tewers and casjes, and left as alcayde, or governor, a chosen
\&rrior named Betiz Aben Ilabuz, a native of Arabia I'clix,
who had distinguished himself b‘y his valour ang abilities.
This alcayde subsequently made® himsel$ king of Granada,
and built a palace on one of its hills ; 'the remains of which
may be secn it the present day.®

* The house shown us the ancient residence of Abep, Hypuz is called
La Casa del Gallo, br the House of the Weathercqek ; 80 ngmed, rays
Pedrazs, in his History of :Granada, from a bronze figure of an Arah
horsemsh, armed with lance and buckler, whichwonce surmonnted if,
and which varied with every wind. Op this warlikd weathercock was
inscribed, in Arabic characters:— ° .
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" Even the delights of Granada had no power to detain the
active and ardent Taric. To the,east of the city he belfeld a
lofty chain of mountains, toweripg to the sky, and érowned
with shining snow. , These w%:] the “Mountains of the
Sun and Air;” and the perpethal snows on their summits

ve birth to strcams that fertilised the plains. In thei
E?)soms, shut up among cliffs and Eecipj,ces, were many smal
valleys of great beauty and abundance. The inhabitants
were a bold and hardy race, who logked upon their mountains
as everlasting fortresses that could: neveg be taken. Thejn.
habitants of ¢he surrounding cowgfry had fled to th¢se natu-
ral fastnesses for refuge, and driven thither their flocks and
herds. - .

Taric felt that the dominion he had dequired of the plains
would be insecure until he had penetrated and subdued these
haughty mountains. ‘Leaving Aben Habuz, therefore, in
command of Granada, he marched with hiy army across the
vega, and entéred the folds of the sierra, which stretch to-
wards"the south. The inhabitants fled with affright on hear-
ing the Moorish trumpcts, or beholding the approach of the
turbaned horsemen, and plunged deeper into the recesses of
their mountains. As the army advanced, the roads, became
more and more rugged and difficult ; sometimes climbing
great rocky heights, and at othier times (Icsccndigg abruptly
into deep ravines, the beds of winter torrents. The w.quntains
were strangely wild and sterile ; brgken into cliffs and preci-
pices of varicgated marble.  At#iheir feet were little valleys
enamelled with groves and gardens, interlaced with silver
streams, and studded with villages apd hamlets ; but all de-
serted by their inhabitants. No one appeared to dispute-the
inroad of the Moslems, who cantinued theit march with in.
creasing confidence, their pennons fluttering from rock and
cliff, and the valleys echoing to the din of trumpet, dry.m,
and cympul. At length they came to a defile where the

“ Dice ol sabio Aben Habuz :
Que asi se defiende el Andaluz.”

 In this way, says Aben Habuz the wise,
The Andflusian his foe defies.”

The Casatlel%Callo, tven until within twenty. years, possessed two
great halis beautifilty decorated with Morisco reliefs. It then caught
fire, and was so damgaged as to require o be nearly rebuilt., It is nowa
manufactory of coarse ganvas, and has nothing of the Moorish character
remaining.  If commands a bekutiful view of the city aud the Vega,
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mountains seemed to have been rent asunder to makeavay for
a fodming torrent. The yarrow and broken road wound
along the fizzy edge of the] precipices, until it came to where
, a bridge was thrown across $he chasm, ¢ It was a.fearful agd
*gloomy pass; great beetling clif® overhung the read, and the
rreut roared below. This awful defile has ever been famous
'm the warlike histowy of {hose mountains, bg the name, in
former times, of the Barranco de Tocos, and at prescut of

the bridge of Tablete. The Saraccn army entered fearlessly

indo thre pass; % part had:glready crossed the bridge, and was
slowly tdiling up the ruggdd road on the oppostte side, when

* great shouts arose, and cvery cliff appeared suddenly peopled
with furious foes. Ip an instant a deluge of missiles of every
sort was rained upon the astonished Moslems.  Darts, arvows,
javelins, and stones, sgme whistling down, singling out the
most con!picuom;' cavaliers; and at times great masses of
rock, bounding and thundering along *the mountain side,
crushed whole ranks at once, or hurled horses and ridegs over
the edge of the precipices.

It was in vain to attempt to brave this mountain warfare.
The enemy were beyond the reach of missiles, and safe from
pursuit ; and the horses of the Arabs were her¢ an incum-
brance rather than. an aid. ,The trumpets sounded a retreat,
and the gamy retired in tumult and_confusion, harassed by
the enesly until extricated from the defile. Tarie, who had
beheld *cities and castlogeguirendering without a blow, was
enraged at being braved by a mere horde of mountain boors,
and made another attempt tq penetrate the mountains, but
was again waylaid and.opposed with horrible slaughter.

The fiery son of Ishmael foamed with rage at being thus
checked in his career and foildd in his revenge. He was on
the point of ahandoning the attempt, and returning to the
v&a, When a Christian boor sought his camp, and was ad-
mitted to his presence. #he miserable wretch peqssessed a
cabin and a little patch of ground’amongshe mountains, and
offered, if these should be sprotected from:ravage, to inform
the Arab commander of 8 way by which troops of horse
might be safely introduced into the bosqm &f#he,sierra, and
the whole subdued. The name of this caitdf was Faundino,
and it deserves to be perpgtually recorded with ignominy,
His casé i§ an instance how much it is in the powery at times,

of the most insignificant being te’ do misehief, and how ail



431 TIE CeNQUEST. OF SPAIN.
the valour of the magnanimous and the brave may be defeated
by the treason of the selfish and Fhe despicable. .

Instructed by this traitor, the{{Arab commander.caused ten
thousand feot soldicss and fouy' thousand horsemen, com-
manded by = valiant captaif! nanted Tbrahim Albuxarra, to
be conveyed by sen to the little port of Adra, at the Meditery
ranean foot of the mountains. | Here they landed, and,
guided by the traitor,” penetrated to the heart of the sierra,
laying everythisg waste.  The brave mouataineers, thus
hemmed in between two armiesp'destitate of fortresses as.d
without hopé of succour, were tobliged to eapitufate ; but
licir valour was not without availy for never, cven in Spain,
did vanquished pcople surrender on pronder or'more honour-
able terms.  'We have named the wreteh who betrayed his
native mountains: let. us cqually reesrd the name of him
whosc pious patriotism saved them from dgsolatio. It was
the reverend Bishop Centerio. While the warriors rested on
their arms in grim and menacing tranquillity among the
cliffs, this venerable prelate descended to the Arab tents in
the valley, to conduct the capitulation. In stipulating for
the safety of his people, he did not forget that they were
brave men, and that they still bad weapons in thei» hands.
e obtained conditions accordingly. - It was agreed that they
should be permitted to retain their houses, lands, awl personal
cffects; that they should be unmolested in their reKgron, aud
their temples and pricsts respectsasl: and. that they should
pay no other tribute than such as, they had been accustomed
to render to their kings. Should they prefer to leave the
country and remove to any part of €hristendom, they were
to be allowed to sell their possessions ; and to take with them
the money, and.all their other $fects.®

Ibrahim Albuxarra remained in command of the territory,
and the whole sierra, or chain of mountains, took hs nafe,
which hag since been slightly corrfipted into that of the Al-
puxarras. The swjugation of this rugged region, however,
was for a long time incomplcter; many of the Christians
maintained a wild and hostile independence, living in green
glens and geagty valleys among the heights; and the sierra
of the Alpuxarms has, in all ages, been one-of the most dif-
ficult parts of Angalusia to be subducd. ,

* Pedrazs, i€, Gsanads, [y iii. cap. 2 Bleds, Cronica, 1ib. ii.
cap. 10, -

)
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CHAQTER III.

. ) b
. WurLk the veteran Tarye was making this wide cireuit
*through the land, the expedltiomunder Magued the renegado
sproceeded against the city of Cordova. The inhabilants of
that ancient place ¢had beheld the great army of Don
. Hoderick spreading like an inundation over the plain of the
Guaddlquivir, and had fglt confident that it,must sy®ecp the
isédel invader® from the Iqnd.  What then was their dismay,
. when slattered fugitives,d wild with horror and affright,
*brought them tidings of the entire overthrow of that mighty
hoat, and the ‘disappearance of the king! Iun the midst of
their eousternation, the Gothic noble, Pelistes, arrived at
their gates, haggard with fatigue of body and anguish of
mind, and¥eading a remmant of his devoted cavaliers, who had
survived the drenfiful battle of the Guadalete, . The people of
Cordova knew the valiant and steadfast spirit of Pelistes, and
rallicd round him as a last hope. * Roderick is fallen,” cried
they, * and we have neither king nor captain: be unto us as
a sovereign; take command of our city, and protect us in
this houy of peril!” :

The heart of Pelistes «was _free from ambition, and was too
much broken by grief to be flattered by the offer of com.-
mand ;--iat he felt above everything for the woes of his
couniry, and was ready &g assume any desperate servico in
her cause. “ Your city,” 3aid he, **is surrounded by walls
and towers, and may yet check the progress of the foe.
Promise to stand Ly me to fhe last, and I will undertake
your defence.” The inhabitants all promised implicit obe-
dience and devoted zeal: fot what will not the inhabitants
of, a wealthy ci{y promise and profess in & moment of glarm ?
Ille instant, howcver, that they heard the approach of the
Moslem troops, the wealth#er citizens packed up their effects
and fled to the mountains, or to the distant city of 'Loledo.
Even the monks collected ghe riches of their convents and
churches, and fled. Pelistes, though, he saw himsclf thus
deserted by those who had the greatest igtercst, in, the safety
of the city, yet defermined not to abandon €' defenge. He
had still his faithfnl though, scanty band of cavaliers, and g
number of fugitives of the army; in all atounting to abcaf
four hundred men. e stationvll guardy Heftfore, at the

2a° :
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gates and in the towers, and made every preparation for a
desperate resistance. ) , .
In- the, meantime, the army flof Moslems ande apostate
Curistians advanced, under the cqmmand of the Greek renme- .
gado, Magwed, and guided by the traitor Julian. While®
they were yet at some distance from the city, their scoutss’
brought to them a shepherd, whom theyshad surprised on the
banks of the Guadalquivir. The trembling hind was an inha-
bitant 'of Cordova, and revealed to them the state of the place,
and the weakness of its garrison. ¢’ e " e
“And the'walls and gates,” baid Magued, “afe they
« strong and well guarded S

“'The walls are high, and of wondroug strength,” replied
the shepherd ; “ and soldiers hold watch at the gates by day
and night. But therc.is one place wiere the city may be

‘secretly entered. In a part of the wall, pot far“from the
bridge, the battlements are broken, and there is a breach
ut some height from the ground. Hard by stands a fig tree,
by the aid of which the wall may easily be scaled.”

Having reeeived this information, Magued halted with ‘Iis
army, and sent forward several renegado Christians, partisans
of Count Julian, who entered Cordova as if flying before the
enemy. On a dark and tempestuous night, the Moslems
approached to the end of the bridge which crosses the Guadal-
quivir, and remained in ambush. Magued took a srall party
of chosen men, and guided by A.c shepherd, forded the
strcam, and groped silently along the wall to the place where
stood the fig-trce. 'The traitors. who had fraudulently entered
the city, were ready on the wall to render assistance.  Magued
ordered his followers to to make use of the long folds. of their
turbans instead of cords, and succecded without difficulty in
clambering into the breach. . .

Drawing their scimitars, they now hastened to the g{te
which opened. towards the bridge ;* the guards, suspecting no
assault from within} were taken by surprise, and casily ‘over-
powered ; the gate was thrown open, and the army that had
remained in ambush rushed over the bridge, and cntered.
without oppositjon. « . ‘

The alarm had by this time spread hout the eity;.
Tut already a torrgnt of armed men was pouring thropgh. the-
streets. D’elistes sallied forth with his cavaliers- and sueh-of
the soldiery as he could colléct, and endeavoured to repel the -
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foe ;s but cvery cffort was in-vain, The Christian8 were
slowly driven from street §o strect, and square to square,
disputing eevery inch of groand ; until, finding another bod
‘of the enemy approacHing fp attack théhu in rear; they tooz
refuge in a convent, and suéceed®d in throwing tohnd barring
Nhe pondcrous doors. 'The Moors attempted to force the
gates, but were assai®d with such showers of missiles from

« the windows and battlements that they were obliged to retire,
Pelistes examiped the ¢onvent, and foudd it aflmirably
cliulategd for defenee. Itwwas of great extent, with spaciopis

» courts and cloisters. The *gates were massive, and secured
with bolts and bars; the walls were of great thickness; the
windows high “and gsated ; there was a great tank or cistern
of water, and the friars, who had fled from the city, had left

behind a good supplg: of provisiouse Lere, then, Pelistey

proposcd to makeg stand, and to endeavqur 1o hold out until
suceour should arrive from some other city. His proposition
was received with shouts by his loyal cavalicrs; not enc of
whom but was ready to lay down his life in the service
of his commander.

CHAPIER IV.

For thfee long and anxious months did the good knight
Pelisted, ahd his cavaliers defend their sacred asylum against:
the repeated assaults of e infidels. The standard of the
true faith was constantly displayed from the loftiest tower,
angl a fire bla¥ed there throughout the night, as signals of dis-
tress to the surroundin®y country. The watchman from his
turret kept a wary look out over the land, hoping in every
cloud of dust to descry the glittering helins of Christian
waogriorsg.  The scountry, -however, was forlorn and aban-
doned, or if perchance a human being was perceived, it was
some Arab horseman, careefing the, plain of the Guatlalquivir
as fetrlessly as if it were his native desert. *

By degrees the provision® of the convent were consumed,
and -the cavaliers had te slay their herses, one by one, for

food. They suffered the wasting miseriesof famire without:
y 3

a murmur, and always met, their commanddr with & smile.

Pelistes,o however, read: their sufferings in their wan and -

emaciated countenances, and felt mpre for ¢hems than Yor Him-

self.. He was grieved at heart thdt éuch Yoyalty anq valonr

a * 262
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should‘only ‘l¢ad to slavery or death, and resolved to make
one deésperate attempt for the?': deliverance. Asscmbling
them ‘one day in the court of the convent, he disclosed to
them his pirpose. * Lot o
* Comirades and brothers 1 arms,” said he, ¢“it is needless
to'conceal danger from brave men. Our case is-desperate ¢
out” countrymen cither know not or heed not our situation, ef
Have not the means to help us. There is but onec chance of
cscape ; ‘it is full of peril, and, as Your leader, I claim the
right to brave it. To-morrow at! break*of .day I'will sfifiy
forth and make for the city gatdd at the moment of ‘their
" being opened; no one will suspeet a solitary horseman.; I
shall be taken for one of those recreant: Christians who have
basely mingled with the cnemy. If I succeed in getting out
. nf the city, T will hasten to Toledo ®r assistance.c In all
events I shall be back in less thap twerty days. Keep a
vigilant look-6ut towards the nearest mountain. If you
behold five lights blazing upon its summit, be assured I am
at hand with succour, and prepare yourselves to sally forth
upon the city as T attack the gates.  Should I fail in obtain-
ing aid, I will return to die with you.” ’
When he had finished, his warriors would fain have seve-
rally undertaken the enterprise, end they remonstrated against
his exposing himself to such peril ; but he was not te be shaken
from hispurpose.  On the following morning, erc the break of
day, his horse was led forth, caparifshed, into the-court of the
convent, and Pelistes appeared invsomplete armour. Assem-
bling his cavalicrs in the chapel, he prayed with thom for
some time before the altar of the hol§ Virgin. Then rising,
hhd standing in the midst of them, “God knows, my com-
nions,” said he, “whether we have any longer a country;
if not, better were we in our graves. Loyaiand trve have
ve been to me, and loyal have ye been to my son, even to the
hour of Ris .death; and grieved am I that I have no other
means of proving ‘my love for you, than by adventuring"my
worthless life for your deliveranct. All I ask of you before
1 go, is a solemn pronfisc to defend yourselves to the last like
brave mer ane Chistian cavaliers, and mever to renounce
vour falth, ot t¥row yourselves on the meroy of the renegado
Magued, or the etraitor Julint”” They 'all pledged their
words, nfid took a solemn cath to the same effect before the

altar, |

)
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Pelistes then embraced them one by one, and gawe them
his benedietion, and as he ¢§d so his heart yearned over them,
for he fel# towards them, not merely as 2 companion in arms
,and as a commander; but ,as a fathers and he- took leaye
of them as if he had been'goingd to his death., The warriors,
wn their part, crowded round him in silenee, kissing his hands
wnd the hem of his %urcogt, and many of the sternest shed
tears. .
The grey of, the dawndng had just strcaker the ea;t, when
I'eiist.és. fook lanee in haud, hung his shield about his neck,
and mounting his stecd, idbued quictly forth frofn a postern of
the convent, He paced slowly through the vacant streets, «
and the tramp of his steed cchoed afar in that silent hour;
but 1o one suspected a warrior, moving thus singly and
tranquilly, in an armed city, to beean enemy. 1le arrived
at the gate just gt the hour of opening ; a foraging party was®
entering with cattle and with beasts of burdems, and he passed
unhecded through the throng.  Assoon as he was out qf sight
of the soldiers who guarded the gate, he quickened his pace,
and at length, galloping at full speed, succecded in gaining
the mountains. Here he paused, and alighted at o solitary
farm-house to breathe his panting steed ; but had scprce put
foot to ground when he heard the distant sound of pursuit,
and beheld a horseman spurring up the mountain.

Thrqwing himself again upon his steed, he abandoned the
road, and galloped acro®the rugged heights. The deep dry
channcl of a torrent checked his cavcer, and his horse,
gfumbling vpon the margin, rolled with his rider to the bot-
tom. Pelistes was sorely bruised by the fall, and his whole
visage was bathed in blood ; his harse, tao, was maimed and
unable to stand, so that theré was no hope-of escape. 'The
enemy drew near, and proved to be no other than Magued,
the renegado gencral, who had perceived him as he issued
forth from the city, and had followed singly jp pursuit.
 Well met, seiior alcayde!” exclaimed Re, ¢ and overtaken
in good time. Surrender yourself my grisoner.”

Pelistes made no other reply than eby drawing his sword,
bracing his shield, and preparing for defgpce, Magued, .
though an apostate, and a fiercc warrio] possessed some
sparks of, knightly magnanimity. Sceing,his adversary dis-
Jmounted, he disdained to take him at,a digagvaatage, but
alighting, tied his horse to a tred. . :
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Theconflict that ensued was desperate ard doubtful, for
seldom had two warriors met s¢i well matched or of equal
prowess. Their shields were hacked to pieces, the ground
was strewed with frayments of their armour, and stained with, -
their blood ; they pauscd repeatedly to take breath, regarding
cach other with wonder and admiration. Pelistes, howevery
had been previously injured by his fall, at.d fought to great die-
advantage ; the rencgado perceived it, and sought not to slay .
him, but:to take<him alive. Shifting his ground continually,
he wearied his antagonist, who avas growing wepker %tid
wéaker from the loss of blood. At length Pelistes seemed to,
summon up all his remaining strength to make a signal blow;
it was skilfully parried, and he fell prostsate upon the ground.
"The renegado ran up, and putting his foot upon his sword, and
the point of his scimitag to his throat, called upon him to ask
his life, but Pelistes lay without scnse, gnd as one dead.
Magued then unlaced the helmet of his vanquished enemy, and
scated, himself on a rock beside him to recover breath ; in this
situation the warriors were found by ecrtain Moorish cava-
liers, who marvelled much at the traces of that stern and
bloody combat. )

Finding therec was yet life in the Christian knight, they
laid him upon one of their horses, and aiding Magued to re-
mount his steed, procecded slowly to thecity. As-the convoy
passed by the convent, the eavaliers looked forth and, beheld
their commander borne along bleedizs and a eaptive. Furious
at the sight they sallied forth to tka rescue, but were repulsed
by a superior force and driven back to the great portal of the
chureh. The enemy entered pell-mell with them, fighting from
aisle to aisle, from altar to altar, and in the conrts and cloisters
of the convent. The greater pirt of the cavaliers died bravely,
sword in hand, the rest were disabled with weunds and maIe
prisoners. The convent. which was lately their castle, was
now madg, their prison, and in aftcr-times, in commemoration
of this event, was consccrated by the name of St. George of
the Captives. ¢

CIIAPTER V,

. TrE loyalty and prowess of the good lmight Pelistes had
gained him the revegence eyen of his enemies. He was- for 2
long time disabrled-by his wounds, during which he was kindly
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treated by the Arab chieftains, who strove by every equrteous
means $o checr his sadness §nd make him forget that he-was
a captives When he was recovered from his wounds, they gave
him a magnificent bamquet, to testify their admisation of his
virtues. T
» Pelistes appeared at the banquet elad in sable armour, and
with a countenance pale and dcjected ; for the ills of his
country evermore preyed upon his heart. Ameng the asserg-
bled fuests was Count Julian, who held a high .cogfmand in
Tue M'o%ém army, @nd was arrayed in garments of mingled
*Christiah and Morisco fasMion. Pelistes had béen a close and
bogom friend of Julian in former times, and had served with o

him in the wars in Africa; but when the count advanced to

accost him with his wonted amity, he turned away in silence,

and deigned not to hotice him ; neither, during the whole of
the repast, did hg address to him cver a word, but treatetle
him as one unknown. * .

When the banquet was nearly at a close, the discourse
turned upon the events of the war, and the Moslem chicftains,
in great courtesy, dwelt upon the merits of many of the
Christian eavalicrs who had fallen in battle, and all extolled the
valour ef those who had recently perisheds in the defence of
the convent. Pelistes rfemajned silent for a time, and checked
the grief which swelled within his bosom as he thought of his
devoted “avaliers ; at length, lifting up his voice, * Iappy
are the dead,” said he, % for they rest in peace, and are gone
to receive the reward ofytheir picty and valour! T could
mpourn over the loss of my companions in arms, but they have
fallen with- honour, and arc spared the wretchedness I feel in
witnessing the thraldum of my country. I have seen my only
son, the pride and hope of mY age, cut down at my side; I
bave peheld kindred friends and followers falling one by one
around me, and have become s0 seasoned to those losses that
I have ceased to weep, Yot there is one man over whose loss °
I will never ceasc to grieve. He'was thesJoved co&panion of
my youth, and the steadfyst associatc of my graver ycars.
He was one of the most loyal of Clyristian knights. As a
friend he was loving and sinccre; as a,warrior his achieve- |
ments were above all praise. What has Wr‘lc of him, alas!
I know not.  If fallen in bajtle, and I kngw where his bones
-were laid, whether bleaching on the plaips of Xeres, or buried
in the waters of the Guadalete, I #ould seek thefn out and en-
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shrine¢hem as the relics of a sainted patriot. Or if, like
many of his companions in arms,}he should be driven 2o wan-
deg 1n foreign lands, I would join him in his hapless exile,
and we would mown together over the desolation of. our,
country!” - L . -
. Even the hearts of the Arab warriors were touched by the’,
lament of the good Pelistes, and they stid, “ Who was thés
peerless, friend, in whose praise thou art so fervent?” .

« Iligname,” replicd Pelistes, * was Count Julian.” .

The Moslem warriors stared with surprise. “ Nople e#vi-
lier,” exclaihed they, “ has griéf disordered thy. senses?
Behold thy friend living and standing before thec, and yet
thou dost not know him! This, ghis iy Lount Julian !”

Upon thig Pelistes turned his cyes upon.the count, and re-
garded him for a time with a lofty and sfern demegmour, and
ﬁ:: countenance of Julian darkened, and was troubled, and
his eye sank beneath the regard of that loyal and honourable
cavalier.. And Delistes said, * In the name of God, I charge
thee, man unknown! to answer. Dost thou presume to call
thysclf Count Julian ?” ‘

The count reddencd with anger at these words,  “ Pelistes,”
said he, * whut means thismockery ?  Thou knowest me well ;
thou knowest me for Count Julian ?”’

¢ I know thee for a base impostor ! cried Pelistes. * Count
Julian was o noble Gothic knight, but thou appearest in
mongrel Moorish garb. Count Julign was a Christian, faithful
and devout; but.I behold in theq-a renegado and an infidel.
Count Julian was ever loyal to his king, and foremost .in his
country’s cause: were he living, he would be the-first to put
shield on neck and lance in rest, to clear the land of her in-
vaders :—but thou art a hoary ‘traitor! thy hands are stained
with the royal blood of the Goths, and thou hast betrayed tHy
country and thy God. Thercfore, I again repeat, man un-
known! jf thou sayest thou art' Count Julian, thou lLiest!
My friend, alas! isdead ; and thou art some fiend from hell,
which hng taken ﬁession of hisbody to dishonour his me-
mory and render him an abhorrence among mep.”  So saying,
Pclistes tu‘rneq his kack upon the traitor and went forth. from
the bauquet, léA-ing Count Julian overwhelmed with con-
fusion, and an object of scorn to.all the Moslem egvaliers.

—— 3
0
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. CHA®TER VI

Warrf thesc events were passing in Cordova, the one-
»Arab general, Taric el Tuesto, having Subdued the city ané
yvega of Granada, and the Mountains of the Sun and Air,
“Yircoted his march jpto the interior of the kingdom to attack
the ancient city of Toledo, the capital of the Gothic kings.

So great was the terror caused by the rapid conquesés of t
invaders,. that, at the very rumour of their’ approath, many
of the {nhabitants, thou%n thus in the very gitadel of ‘the
» kingdom, abandoned it and fled to the mountains with their
familics. Enough remained, however, to have made a for-°
midable defence; arft, as the city was scated on a lofty rock,
surrotinded by massive walls and towers, and almost girdled
by the “Tngus, it threatened a long® resistance. The Arab,
warriors pitchedetheir tents in the vega, on the borders of
the river, and prepared for a tedious sicge.  *

One cvening, as Taric was scated in his tent, meditating ore
the mode in which he should assail this rock-built city,
certain of the patroles of the camp brought a stranger before
him. “As we were going our rounds,” said they, *we
beheld this man lowered down with cords from a tower, and
he delivered himself into out hands, praying to be conducted
to thy, prpsence, that he might reveal to thee certain things
important for thee to know.”

. Faric fixed his eyes Tpon the stranger: he was a Jewish
rabbi,, with a long beard wiich spread upon his gabardine, and
descended even to his gifdler * What hast thou to reveal?”
said he to~the Israclite. “ What I have to reveal,” replied
the other, *“is«for thee alope to hear:' command then, X
‘tntreat thee, that these men withdraw.” When they were
alones he addréssed Taric in Arabic: * Know, O leader of the
host of Islam,” said he, (*that I am sent to thee on the part ,
of the children of Isracl residentdn Toledo. “Weyhave been
oppressed and insulted by the Christians m the time of their
Erospcrity, and now that tiey are threatencd with siege, they

ave taken from us all our provikion? and our money; they
have compelled us to work like slaves, -fepaising their walls; -
and they oblige us to bear arms and gfixd a p#t of the
towers?' -We abhor their yoke, and dresrcady, if thou wik
sreccive us as subjects, and ' permit us the freesenjbyment of
our religion and our property, to delfver the tpwers we
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guard into thy hands, and to gwc thec safe entrance inte the

’lhe Arab chief was ochoyed at this proposition, and he
randered much hondur to the trabbl, and gave orders to,
clothe him fn a costly robe,’and to perfume his beard with
essences of a pleasant odour, so that he was the most sweet’
smelling of his tribe; and he said, “ Mfke thy words good,
and put,me in possession of the city, and I will do all and
more than thou’ hast-required, and will bestow countless
wealth upon thee and thy brethrem”

"Then a plan was devised betwedh them by which ‘the city

* was to be betrayed and given up. “ But how shall I, be
securcd,” said he, “that all thy,tribe will fulfil what thou
. hast engaged and that this is not a stratagem to get me and
my people into your power 2"

©" “This shall be thy assurance,” replied the rabbi: “ten of
the prineipal Teraclites will come to this tent and remain as
hostages.”

“It is cnough,” said Taric; and he made oath to accom-
plish all that he had promised; and the Jewish hostages
came and delivered themselves into his hands.

On a dark night, a chosen band of Moslem warriors ap-
proached the part of the wallseguarded by the Jews, and
were sceretly admitted into a postern gate and:concealed
within a tower. Three thousand Arabs were at ‘the same’
time placed in ambush among rocks@nd thickets, in a place on
the opposito side of the river, commanding a view of the city.
On the following morning Tarie ravaged “the gardens ‘of the
valley, and set fire to the farm-housesy and then breaking up
his camp, marched off as if abandoning the siege.

‘The people of* Toledo gazed with astonishment from their
walls at the retiring squadrons of the enemy, and scarce
could eredit their unexpected deliverance; before night, there
was not asturban nor a hostile ladce to be secn in the ve
They attributed it all to the special intervention of tlteir
patron -saint, Leocadia; and the efollowing day being Palm
Sunday, f.hey sallied ﬁalth in proccssmn, man, woman, an
child, to tha cheof that blessed saint, which is situated

without «the wofls, that they nught return thanks for her
marvellous, protection.

« When all Teledoshad thus poured itself forth, and was
marching with cross and relic and solemn chaunt.towards the
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chapel, the Arabs, who had been concealed in theetower,
rushed,forth and barred th% gates of the city. While some
guarded ¢he gates,*others dispersed themselves .about :the
Jstreets, slaying all who madg resistance$ and others kindled, a
fire and made a column of smoke on the top of 'the citadel.
'At sight of this sigrial the Arabs, in ambush beyond the river,
wose with a grcat shBut, ang attacked the multitude who wero
thronging to the church of St. Leocadia. There wag a great
massacre, although the people were without arms, and made
o Yesistance; and 4t is said, in ancicnt chronicles, that it was
, the apostate Bishop Oppaf who guided the Moslems to their
prey, and incited them to this slaughter. *The pious reader,” o
says, Fray Antonio eAgapida, “will be slow to believe such
tuwrpitude; but there is nothing more venomous than the
rancour- of an apostate priest; for ghe best things in this
world, when corripted, become the worst and most baneful.’” *
Many of the Christians had taken refuge within the church,
and had barred the doors; but Oppas commanded that fire
should be set to the portals, threatening to put cvery one
within to the sword. 1lappily the veteran Tarie arrived just
in time to stay the fury of this reverend renegado. lle
orderedethe trumpets to call off the troops from the carnage,
and cxtended grace to all the surviving inhabitants. They
were perthitted to remain in quict possession of their homes
and effets, paying only a moderate tribute; and they were
allowed to exercise the Mtes of their religion in the existing
churches, to the number o seven, but were prohibited from
erecting any others. Those who preferred to leave the city
were suffered to depart in safety, but not to take with them
any of their wealth. :
mmense spoil was found by Taric in the alcazar, or royal
custle, situatedeon a rocky eminence, in the highest part of
the city. Among the regalia treasured up in a secret chamber,
were twenty-five regal cidbwos of fine gold, garnighed with
jacynths, amethysts, diamonds, and oth&r preciods stones.
Thesc were the crowns of the different Gothic kings who had
reigned in Spain; it having been the wsage, on the death of
each king, to deposit his crown in thisetreaspry, inscribing
on it his name and age. ¥ “
Whep Taric was thus in possession of $he city, the Jewp
game to him in proeession with gongs gnd dapcesy and the
* Conde, Hist. de las Arabés ¢n Espafia, cap. 12.
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sound #f timbrel and psaltery,. hailing: him as their lord,- and
reminding him of his promiscs. ' I

The son of Ishmacl kept his word with the children «of
Igrael: they were protected 'in ;the possession of all their,
wealth, and-the excreise of their religion;-and were, mumové'i,.
rewarded with jewels of gold, and jewels of silver, and mucl
monies.* - , o ' Co
- A subsequent expedition was led by Taric against Gua- .
dalaxar:s which surrendered withoyt resistance: he moreover
captured the city of Medina Celi, whiére he found an inestitna-
ble table which had formed a part bf the spoil taken at Romié,
by Alaric, at the time that the sacred eity was conquered by
the Goths. It was composed of onc single and entire emegald,
and possessed talismanic powers; for tradition affirms that it
was the work of gendiy, and had been wrought by them for
King Solomon the Wise, the son of David.,. This marvellous
relic was carcfully preserved by Taric, ds the most precious
of all_his spoils, being intended by him as a present to the
caliph; and in commemoration of it, the city was called- by
'f[}‘l(i) lAmJ‘:)q, Medina Almeyda; that is to say, ** The City of the

2, e.n

Having made these and other conquests of less importance,
and having collected great quantities of gold and silver, and
rich stuffs and precious stones, Tarie returned with' his booty
to the royal city of Toledo. .o

CHAPTER"VIL -

Ler us leave for a season the bold ‘Taric in his triumphant
Brogress from city to city, while we turn qur eyes to Muza
cn Nazier, the renowned emir of Almagreb, and the com.
mander-in-chicf of the Moslem forces of the west. When that
jealous chieftain had despatched his letter commanding Taric

13

* The gkatapem of the Jewe of Toledo is recorded briefly by Bishop
Lucas de Tuy, id his chronicle, but is related at large in the chronicle of
the Moor Rasia, » ' o
.+ According 10 Arabiaa legends, this table was a mirror revealing all
great evcn?; insomuach that by looking on it the possessor might
behold battles, andyieges, and feats of chivalry, and all actions worthy of
renown; and mig/it thus ascertain the truth of all historic transactions.
It was & mirror e%hiﬁ;ory', therefore, and had very probably aided King
Solomon i acquiring that prodigious knowledge and witdom for which
he wos renowned. ¢ v - - -
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to.pause and await his coming, he immedintely made every pre-
paratiop to enter Spain with a powerful reinforcement, and to
take command of the conquerng army. He left' his cldest
,son, Abdalasis, in Caervan, yith authority over Almagreb, or
Western Africa.  This Abdaldkis was m the flower of his
wouth, and beloved by the soldiery for the' magnanimity and
the engaging affabili®y whigh graced his courage.

Muza ben Nozier crosscd the- strait of Hercules with
chesen force of ten thousand horse and eight thousand foot,
Arabs'and Africans.. Te+was accompanied by, his two'sops,
Moruunand Abdelola, anfl by numerous illustrious Arabian
cavliers of the tribe of Korcish. 1le landed his shining °
lefrions on the coasteof Andalnsia, and pitched his tents near
to the Guadiana. There first he reccived: intelligence of the
digobedience of Taric to his orders, aud that, without waiting |
his arrival. the irgpetuous- chieftain had continued his careet,
and with his light Arab squadrons had overrun and subdued
the noblest provinces and cities of the kingdom. . *

The jealous spirit of Muza was still more exasperated by
these tidings : - he looked upon Tarie no longer as a friend and
coadjutor, but as an invidious rival, the decided enemy of his
glory; and he dctermined on his ruin. His first consi-
deration, however, was’ to sccure to himsblf a share in the
uetual conquest of the land, bLefore it should be entirely sub-
'jugated, '

'Taking guides, therefofe, from among his Christian captives,
he set out to subdue sucly parts of the country as had not
bgen visited'by Tarie. The first place which he assailed was
the. ancient city of Carthona: it was not of great magnitude,
but was fortified with high walls and massive towers, and

ny of the fugitives of the late army had thrown themselves
o to ih : . . 1

‘I'he Goths had Dy this time recovered from their first panie ;
they had become accustonded to the sight of Moslegn troops,
and their native courage had been rouscd By danger.” Shortly
after the Arabs had encamped before their walls, & band of
cavaliers made & sudden sally orie: moming before the break
of day, fell upon the enemy by surprise killgd above three -
hundred of them in their tents, and effectedfheir retteat into
the cityy Jeaving twenty of their number dead, covered with
konourable, wounds, and in the vegy centwe; of ¢he camp. . -

On the following day they made anothef sally, and: €1 on a
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differext quarter of the encampm‘ent; but the Arabs were on
their guard, and met them with®superior numbers. , After
fighting ficreely for a time, they were routed, and fled full
speed for the city, with the Argbs hard upon their traces.,
The guards® within feared td* open the gate, lest with their
friends they should admit a torrent of enemies. Sceing theme
selves thus shut out, the fugitives determfaed to die like braws
soldiers vather than surrcnder. Wheeling suddenly round,
they opered a path through the host of their pursuers, fought
their way back to the camp, and raged about it'with desperaté
fury until they were all slain, afterhaving killed above eight
* hundred of the cnemy.* .

Muza now ordered that the place should be taken by storm.
The Moslems assailéed it on all sides, but were vigorously
resisted ; many were slpin by showers of stones, arrews, and

"boiling pitch, and many who had mounted with scaling ladders
were thrown headlong from the hattlements. The alcayde,
Galo, gided solcly by two men, defended a tower and a portion
of the wall; killing and wounding with a cross-bow more
than cighty of the cencmny. The attack lasted above half a
day, when the Moslems were repulsed with the loss of fifteen
hundred men. * .

Muza was astonished and exasperated at meeting with such
formidable resistance from so small a city; for it was one of
the few places, during that memorable conquest, Vhere the
Gothic valour shone forth with its pfoper lustre. 'While the
Moslem army lay encamped beforethe place. it was joined by
Magued the renegado and Count Julian the traitor, with one
thousand horsemen ; most of them retreant Christians, base
betrayers of their country, and more savage .in their warfare
than the Arabs of the desert. *To find favour in the cyes of
Muga, and to cvinee his devotion to the cause, the .coumt
undertook, by wily stratagem, to put this gallant city in his

ower. !
P One evening, just at twilight, a number of Christians,
hiabited as travelling merchants, errived at one of the gates,
conducting a train ofcmules laden with arms and warlike
munitions, » © Open the gate quickly,” cried they ; “we brin
supplics for the ghcrison, but the Arabs have discovered, and’
are in pursuit of us” The gate avas thrown open; the mer-
chants enered with their bepsts of burden. and were joyfully,
© #* Abuleasim. Perdita de Espade, lib. i. ¢.13. -
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recciyed. Meat and drink were placed before themy; aed
after they had refreshed themselves, they retired to the
quarters allotted to them.

These pretended merchants were CounteJ ulian and a numbgr
‘of his partisans. At the hdur ef midnight they-stole forth
%lently, and assembling together, procecded to what was
oglled the gate of Cevdova. Here setting suddenly upon the
unsuspecting guards, they put them to the edge of the sword,
and, throwing open the gates, admitted a great body of the
Arabs.* Tho ithabitants were roused from their sleep by
sound ofd drum and trumpet, and the clatterifg of horsés.
The Arabs scourcd thegtreets; a horrible massacre was com-
mBnted, in which noge were spared but such of the females as
were young and beautiful, and fitted to grace the harems of
the conguerors. The arrival of Myza put an cnd to the
piﬁ.age an® the slaughter, and he granted favourable terms to® *
the survivors. 'Thus the valiant little cify of (‘armona, after
nobly resisting the open assaults of the infidels, fell a vicjim to
the treachery of apostate Christians,*

CIHAPTER VIII.

Am‘m; the capturc of Caymona, Muza descended into a
noble plain, covered with ficdds of grain, with orchards and

egardens, ghiough which glided the soft-flowing Guadalquivir,

On the borders of the riwer stood the ancient city of Seville,
surrounded by Roman walls, and defended by its golden tower.,
Understanding from his spies that the city had lost the flower
of its youth in the battle of the Guadalcte, Muza anticipated but
a faint resistance. A considerable force, however, still remained

.K':‘)in the place, and what they wanted in numbers they
¢ up

in resqlution. For seme days they withstood the
assoults of the cnemy, and defended their walls with great
courage. Their want of warlike munitions, however, and the
suporter force and skill of the besfeging axmy, left¥hem no
hope of being able to hold oyf long.  There were two youth-
ful cavaliers of uncommon valour in the city. They assem-
bled the warriors and addressed them. . “ We cannqt save the
city,” said they, “but atleast we may sage ves, and
preserve go many strong arms, forthe servige ¥ our country.
Let us cut ‘our way through the infidel fgree and gain some,

* Cron. Gen. de Expafia, por Aloitzo el Sabiv, p, iii. cap. ;l
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securc dortress, from whence we may rettun with augmented
numbers for the rescue of the city.”
- The advice of the young cavaliers was adopted, In the
dgad of the.night the garrison assembled, to the number of
cbout threc-thousand; the most part mounted on horseback.”
Suddenly sallying from one of the gates, they rushed in a.
eompact body upon the camp of the Sara~cns, which was neg?
Ligently guarded; for the Moslems expected no such act of
desperafion. The camp was a scene of great carnage and
confusion ; many were slain on bgth sides; the two valian*
lediders of the Christians fell covered with .wounds.: but the
« main body succeeded in foreing their way through the contre-
of the armuy, and in making their retreat to Beja in Lusitanca.
Muza was at a loss to know the meaning of this desperate
#ally. In the morning he perceived the.gates of the city widce
“spcn. A number of ancient and venerable men preserittd
themselves at his fent. offering submissién and 1nploring
mercy,; for none were left in the place but the old, the infirm,
and the miserable. Muza listened to them with compassion,
and granted their prayer; and the only tribute he exacted
was three measures of wheat and three of barley from cach
house or family. 1le placed a garrison of Arubs in the city,
and left there a number of Jews to form a body of population.
Having thus scoured two important places in Andalusia, he
passed the boundaries of the provinee, and advapeed with,
great martial pomp into Lusitania. ..
—_ .
CITATPTER HS ) -
TrE army of Muza was now augmented to about eighteen
thousand horsemen ; but he teok with him but fews foot sol-
diers, leaving them to garrison the conquered towns. Fe
met with no resistance on his entrance into Lusitania.* City
after city laid its keys at his feet,and implored to be received
in peaceful vassalcge. One city alone preparcd for vigarous
defence, the ancient Merida, a place of great extent, un-
counted riches, and  prodigious’ strength. = A noble Goth
named Sacarus wes the governor; a man of consummate
wisdom,, ﬁntriﬁtig;p, and valour. Hearing of the approach of
the invaders, b€ gathered within the walls all the people of
\the surrgunding country, with “their horses and nuules, their
flocks and hérds, and most‘precious effects.  To insurc for'a

AP o
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lIong. time a supply of bread, he filled the ines with
gra%:.l, and erected windmilld on the churches. '%hm done, he
Iaid waste, the surrounding country to a great extent, so that

- a besieging army would have to encampdn a desert. -

' When Muza came in sight ofsthis magnificent city, he was

*gtruck with admiration. He remained for some time gazing
ip silence upon itsemighty walls and lordly towers, its vast

. extent, and the stately palaces and temples with which it wae
adornéd. “Surely,” cried he, at length, “all the people of
thewcatth have® combined .fheir power and skill to embellish
and aggmndise this city. “Allah Achbar! Happy will he be
*who shall have the glory of making such a conquest?!” .

“Seeing that'a plage so populous and so strongly fortified

would be likely to maintain a long and formidable resistance,
he gent messengers to Africa to his spn Abdalasis, to collect
aﬁ‘ethe fdrces that could be spared from the garrisons of
Mauritania, and fo hasten and reinforce him.

‘While Muza was forming his cncampments, deserters from
the city brought him word that a chosen band intended to
sally forth at midnight and surprise his camp. The Arab
commander immediately took mecasures to receive them with
a counter surprise. Having formed his plan, and eom-
municated it to his prineipal pfficers, he ordered that, through-
out the day, there should be kept up an appeurance of

reeglizenteconfusion in his encampment. The outposts were
feebly guarded; fires ware lighted in various places, as if
preparing for feasting ; bugsts of music and shouts of revelry
regounded from different guartgrs, and the whole camp scemed
to be rioting in carcless security on the plunder of the land.
* As the night advanced. the fires were gradually extinguished,
- ynd silence ensucd, ag if thes soldiery bad sunk into decp

cp gfter the carousal, .

In the meantime, bodics of troops had been secretly and
silently marched to rcinforae the out-posts ; and the renegado
Magued, with a numerous force, hull formed an amblscade in
a deep stone quarry, by which the Christians would have to
pass. These preparations being made, they awaited the
approach of the enemy in hreathless silence. » .

About midnight, the chosen force intengded® for the sally
assembled, and the command was conﬁded*,to?ount 'Il‘lendero,.
a Gothi¢ cavalicr of tried prowess. Afjer havigg heard a,
solemn mass, and received the benedictioneof ﬂ:ewgieat, they

27
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marched out of the gate with all possiblé silenee. They were
suffered to pass the ambuscade ih the quarry without molesta-
tion: as they approached the Moslem eamp, pverythimg
agsoured quiet; for-the foot soldiers were concealed in slopes-
and hollows, and every Amb Yrorseman ‘lay in his armour
beside his steed. The sentinels on the out-posts waited untj}l’
the Christians were close at hand, and €hen fled in apparent
xonsterpation. ,
Count Tendero gave the signal for assault, and the Christians
rushed confidently forward. In.an irstan® an ‘uprosr of
drums, trumpets, and shrill war-cties burst forth frim every
side. An army secmed to spring up from the earth; squad*
rons of horse came thundering on thgm in front, whila the
ry poured forth legions of armed warriors in their rear.
The noise of the termific conflict that ook place, was hggrd
‘on the city walls, and answercd by shouts of exultation ; for
the Christians thought it rose from the terror and confusion
of the Arab camp. In a little while, however, they were
undeccived by fugitives from the fight, aghast with terror,
and covered with wounds. “ Hell itself,” cried they, “is
on the side of these infidels; the carth casts forth warriors
and steeds to aid them. 'We have fought, not with.men, but
devils !” ot °
The greater part of the chosen troops who kad sallied,
were cut to pieces in that scenc of massacre, for they had
been confounded by the tempest of battle which suddenly
broke forth around them. Count Tendero fought with
desperate valour, and fell coyered with wounds. His body
was found the next morning, lying among the slain, and
transpierced with half a scorc of lances, The remegado
Magucd cut off hjs head and ¢ied it to the tail of his horsp,
and repaired with this savage trophy to the tent of, Muzi ;
but the hostility of the Arab gencral was of a less malignant
kind. He ordered that the headl and body should be placed
togethef upon a bier, and"treated with becoming reverence. -
In the course of the day, a trgin of pricsts and friars eame
forth from the city to,request pérmission to seck for the body
of the copnt. Musa delivered it to them, with many soldier-
like ennomiuins ¢on the valour of that gtod cavalier. The
. g;iosts covere4 it with a pall of cloth of gold, and bore it
ck in melancholy procession to the city, where it was

" received with'loud lamentations.
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The siege-was now pressed with great vigour, and rgpeated
assaulty were made, but in ¥ain. Muza saw at leugth that
the walls gvere too high to be scaled, and the gates too strong
o be burst open without the aid of engines; and. he desisted
from the attack until machthesdor the purpese could be con-
‘gtructed. The governor suspected from this .cessation of
agtive warfare, thatsthe cnemny flattered themselves to reduce
the place by famine; he °caused, therefore, large baskets of
bread’ to be thrown from the wall, and sent.a mesaéngcr to
$Mwea to inform*him<hat if §is army should be in want of bread,
he would supply it, havieg sufficient corn in‘*his granarles
'for a ten years' siege.¥ ' N

“MThe citizens, howgver, did not possess the undaunted spirit
of their governor. When they found that the Meslems were

tructing tremendous cngines for,the destruction of . their
walls, the} lost all courage, and, surrounding the governor irt *
a claorous multitude, compelled him td send forth persons
to capitulate. o

The ambassadors came into the presence of Muza with.awe;
for they expected to find a ficrce and formidable warrior in
one who had filled the land with terror: but, to their astonish-
ment, they beheld an ancient and vencrable man, with white
hair, a sndtvy beard, and a pale, emaciated countenance, Iie
had passesl the previous night without sleep, and had been all
day in the field: he was exhausted, therefore, by watchful-
ness and fatigue ; and his garmeunts were covered with dust:

“ What a devil of a mgn is this,” murmured the ambas-
sgdors onc to another, “ to yndertake sueh a siege when on
the verge of the grave!s Let us defend our city the best way
we can; surely we can hold out longer than the life of this

- ﬁfeybeard.” . . -

They returned to the city, thercfore, scoffing at an invader
‘who seemed fitter to lean on a crutch than wicld a lancee ; and
the terms offered by Muzaswhich would otherwisc have been
thought favourable, were scornfully® rejected by thed inhabit-
ants. A few days put an end to this mistaken confidence.
Abdalasis, the son of Muea, Wrrived frgm Africa, at the head
of his reinforcement : he brought seven ghousand horsemen,
and a host of Barbary archers; and made g ghricug display
as he mqrehied into the camp, The arrivgl Jf this youthful
warrior was hailed with great acelamations ; s I.ﬂ.u(:l.l bad he,

* Bleds, Cronies, lib. ii. cap. 31, ; -
H L]



45 mmegovgum orsparx.
wan, the hearts, of. the soldiery by the frankness, and sugvif
(Pé\e e iftér his %%
ba&gﬁpg‘éxigaines being finfshed, they wéré wheeléd up,
'lzhe \unsteady populacc were again seized with terror ; 'z
o send forth ambassadors a sedond time to treat of & sur-
same withered, white-headed old man, of whom jthey h
and flushed with indignation; and hé appoured a man in the
“ this’ must be either a devil or a magivian, who can thus
tell_your people I grant them the same terms I'have already
one mother’s son of ye shall reccive merey at my hands !
icrms are offered : of what avail ig it to fight against men
entered it in friumph. Hiw terms were ‘merciful. © Tho
doned the city, or bad fallen én battle ; together with all
of a single pearl, which a ki of Spain, in‘ancient times,
* Conde, p.i“cape13. Ambrosie de Morales,—N.B. In the. Chronicle

and genierosity of his conduct. \Irimetiately ufter i {
2 grand assault was made upon the city.;, an@l' sevgril of ghe
and began to thundér against the-walls. ° .
surrounding their governor with fresh olamotrs, oBliged hifi
render:, ‘When, adinitted to the presence of Muza, the ambgs=
sadors could scarcely believe theif: eyes;, or that this WaF tﬁ
. lately spoken with scoffing. Ilis hair and beard were tifged
of o m;?dy brown ; his countenance was refreshed by repése,
matured vigour of his’ days. = The ambhssadors’ were struck
< ‘with awe.  *Surely,” whispered they, one tovthe other,
make himself old and young at pleasure!”™
Muza received-them haughtily. < Henee )™ said he, “‘and
roffered, provided the city be instantly sufrendered ; but,
y the heag of Muhomet, if there be any further delay, nat
The deputies returned into the city pale and, dismaycd.
“Go forth! go forth!” cricd they. **and accept whatever
who can renew their youth af pleasure ¥ Behold, we left the
leader of the infidels an old and fecble man, and to-day we
find him youthful and vigorous!”* , ° LT
The place was, therefore, swrrendered forthwith, and Muzs
who chose, to remiain were protected in %)ers(ms, possessiogy,
and religion; he took the property of those onﬂr who aban-
1
arms, #2d horsesy and the treasurcs and orpaments of the
churches.  Amang these sacred. spoils, was found 4 cup, i
had . brm{g;lt from the temple of Jerpsalom when it”was
destroyed by'Nepuchudneszar, This prize was presented by
. of Spain. comp order ¢f Alonzo the Wise, this apccdote is given
a8 having l{ﬂpp% ?fthe siege of Seville, .
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Muz fo the caliph, and placgd in the principal mosquétf the

of Damascus.* . o o

'Muza kflew how. t¢ esteem metit even in an enemy. When
"Sacarus, the governor “of Merida, appedved before him, he
Jauded him greatly for the skill and courage he hadl displayed

- m the defonce of hig city; and, taking off his own scimitar,
which was of great value, girded it upon him with his own
<hands. “Wear this,” said he, *as's poor memarial of my*

niragion ; a goldier of such virtue and valbur is Worthy of
igher honours.” S : . .

. He wohld have engaged the governor in his service, or
‘bg"ve'pcrsu ed him to remain in the city, as an illustrious *
vassal of the cdliph ; *but the noble-minded Sacarus refused to
bend to the yoke of the conquerors ; nor could he bring him-
selleto reside contentedly in' his couatry, when subjected to, ,
the domination ofsthe infidels. Gathering together all those
who chose to accompany him into exile, he embarked, to
seek some country where he might live in peace, and in the
free .cxercise of his religion. "'What shore these ocean-
pilgrims landed upon has never been revealed ; but tradition
vaguély gives ys to belicve that it was some unknown island,
far in the hosom of the Atlantic.t

CHAPTER X.

" AFzER the capture of Merida, Muza gave a grand banquet
to his captains and distinguished warriors in that magnificent
city. At this martial feast were many Avab cavaliers who
had been present in varfous battles; and they vied with each
other in recounting the daring cnterprises in which they had
* baoen engaged, and the splendid triumphs they had witnessed.
Whilesthey talked with ardour and exultatfon, Abdalasis, the
son of Muza, alone kept silence, and sat with a dejected coun-
tepance. At length when there wag & pause, he turned to his
father, and addressed him with modest &grnestnesd. « My
lord and father,” said he, [ blush to hear ‘your warriors re-
count the toils and dangers they have passed, while I have
done nothing to cntitle me to their compdnionship.s When I
return to Egypt, and present myself before ¢he calipht he will
ask me of .my services in Spejn; what battle\have goined ;.
* Marmol. Descrip. de Afriea, t. i. Kb, 2,0 »
+ Abuleasim, Perdida de Espana, lib.%. cap. 13,
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what tSwn or castle I have takene. How- shall I answer him ?
If you love me, then, as your son, give me a command; in-
trust to me an enterpgise; and let me acquire 2 nathe worthy
to*be mentioned among men.”] .

The cyes of Muza kindled with joy at finding Abdalasis
thus ambitious of renown in arms. ‘¢ Allah be praiged !” ex#
claimed he; “the heart of my son is in the right place. It
15 becomring in youth to look upward, and be aspiring. . Thy
desire, Abdalasis, shall be gratified.” . o o -

An opportuaity at that very tim¢’ presented itself, to pfove
the prowess and discretion of the youth. During {he sicge

* of Merida, the Christian troops which bhad taken refuge at
Beja had reinforced themselves from Perfaflor, and, suddenly
returning, had presented themselves before the gates of the
(eity of Seville.* Certatn of thé Christian inhabitants thee:.
open the gates and admitted them. The troops rushed to the
aleazar, took it by surprisc, and put many of thc Moslem
gurrisén to the sword: the residue made their escape, and
fled to the Arab camp beforc Merida, leaving Seville in the
hands of the Christians.

The veteran Muza, now that the siege of Merida was it an
cnd, was meditating the recapture and punishment,of Seville
at the very time when Abdalasis addressed him. * Behold,
my son,” exclaimed he, “an entcrprise worthy of. thy ambi-_
tion! Take with thee all the troops thou hast brotight from
Africa; reduce the-city of Scville again to subjection, and
plant thy standard upon its alca®ar. But stop not there:
carry thy conquering sword inté the southern parts of Spain:
thou wilt find there a harvest of glory‘yet to be redped.” -

Abdalasis lost no time in departing upon this enterprise.
e took with hiry Count Julian, Magued el Rumi, and the
Bishop Oppas, that he might benefit by their knowlelge of
the country. When he came in sight of the fair city of
Seville, sgated like o queen in the midst of its- golden plain,
with the Guadalquivir flowing beneath its walls, he gazed
upon it with the admiration of g lover, and lamented in his
soul that he had to visft it as an avenger. His troops, how-
ever,. regacded it with wrathful eyes, thipking only of its
rvebellion” and ¢f the massacre of their countrymen in the
aleazar. e . ] o
" The principa’ people of the city had taken no part in thic

* Fspinosa. Antiq. y Grand. de Scville, lib. ii, cap. 8.
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t but fruitless insurrection ;" and now, when thgy be-
held the army of Abdalasis dheamped upon the banks of the.
Guadalquiyir, would -fain have gone forth to make explana-

- tions, and intcrcede for. merey. The populace, however, foy-
e any one to leave the city, amd, barring the gates, prepared
1 defend themselves to the last.

‘o The pheec was #Macked with resistless fury. The gates
_were soon burst open; the Moslems rushed in, pantiug for.
revenge. They confined not their slaughter to the saldiery in
the elchzay, buf roamed thrgugh every street, confounding the
innocentywith the guilty ia one bloody massacte, and it whs
‘with the utmost difficulty that Abdalasis could at length suc-
ceed in stayingy their sanguinary carcer.*

The son of Muza proved himself as mild in conquest as he

d,been intrepid in assault.. The mgderation and benigni
of his conduet soothed the terrors of the vanquished, and his* ¢
wise precautions Testored tranquillity. 1laving made proper
regulations for the protection of the inhabitants, he left a
strong garrison in the place to prevent any future inswrrection,
and then departed on the further prosccution of his enterprise.

‘Wherever he went his arms were victorious ; and his vie-
fories were always characterised by the samc magnanimity.
At length he arrived on the gonfines of that beautiful region
comprisim. lofty and preeipitous mountains and rich and deli-
wious plaws, afterwards known by the name of the kingdom
of Murcia. All this parsof the country was defended by the
veteran Theodomir, who, by skilful management, had saved a
requnant of his forces, after the defeat on the banks of the
Guadalete.. .

Theodomir wag a staunch warrior, but a wary and prudent
man. He had cxperignced the folly of opppsing the Arabs
i opgp ficld, where their cavalry and armotr gave them such
superiority ; on their approach, thercfore, he asscmbled all
his people capable of bearmg arms, and took possession of
thescliffs and mountain passes. ** flere,” waid he, ‘ya simple
goatherd, who can hurl down rocks and stones, is as good as
a warrior armed in proof’™ In this,way he checked and
harassed the Moslem army in all its movcments ; showering
down missiles upoh it from overhanging precipices, gnd way- °
laying it in narrow and rugged defiles, whege difew raw troops,
could make stand against a hdst.

* Conde, p. i. tap. 14,
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"Theodomhir«wss. in a fair.way t befl his foes and ohligd
them to withdmiw from his terrftorics ;. unfortunately, bows
eyer,.the. ‘veteran had twp sons witk him, youpg men of
bat. and. heady valour, who'‘considered.-all. this prudence of
their father as savouring of. cewardice, and who were anxious
t0 try their prowess in the open field.- “ What glory,” said."
they, “is to be gained by destroying mfcnemy mwt’nnmy.,
from the covert of rocks and thickéts?. - -

‘s You'talk like, young men,”.rcplied the wtamn.- “G:!or;
uapnzeonemayﬁght for. -abmad, but n.faty is the- bluect
whien the enerfly. is at the door:” - b:

« - One day, however, the young men succeeded in dnwms
down their father into the plain. Abgalasis-“immediately-
seized on the opportumity, and threw himself between the
Goths and their mountgin fastnesses. Theodomir saw fop:
‘late the danger into whic he was betrayed. ¢ Wht can our
raw troops do,” said’he, * against those sqliadrons of horse
that move like castles? Let us make o rapxd retreat to Ori-
huela, ‘and defend ourselves from behind its walls.”

¢ Father,” said the eldest son, *it is too late to retreat;
remain here with the reserve, while my brother and I, ad-
vance. Fear pothing; am not I your son, and would I not
die to defend you?”

¢ In truth,” replied the veteran, “I have my doxuts. whe-
ther you are my son. but if I remain here, and you 2 should -
all be killed, where then would be my protection? .Come,”
added he, turning to the sccond gon; “I trust that thou
io:t virtually my son; let us hasten to retreat before it is too

”

* Father,” replied the youngest,. 1 have not 2 doubt that
T am honestly and thoroughly yeur son, and as such I honour
you; but I owe dity likewise to my ‘mother; and when I
sallied to the war, she gave me her blessing as longas I shoudd
act with valour, but her curse sheuld 1 prove craven and fiy
the field.: Fear ncthing, ‘father; I will defend you'while
living, and even.after you arc dead. You shall never fail of.
an honourable sepultur¢ among w<ur kindred.” :

“ A pestilence onigre both,'* cried Theedomir, “ for a braoe
of misgotteh miadmen! What-care I, think ye, where ye
lay my. bedy tyxem I am dead. One.day's existencc in'a
hovel is worth’ an an age of mterment in a marble -sepulchre, -
Come, my friends,” said he, turning to his principal cava- .
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Heru, “let us Jeave €hese hot-headed striplings-and md:o our
retrent; if we tarry any.l ;'the enemry wall be'upon us.” -

B;wn this the cavaliers and proud hidalgses drew up scorns

' fnlly, and tossed thein heads: “What do you ses in us,” s¢id
they,.“that you think we Will-sshow our backs tu the enemy?

Forward! was ever the good old Gothic watch-word, and wxﬂ(
-that-wikk we live sl die!” - -

While time was lost in’ these .disputes, the Mosigm anny
kept'advancing, until retreat was no Qin“ger _practioable:: The
*batfe’ was tuhulteous and bloody. < Theodomir-fought like
a lion, Rt it was all in vain: he saw his two:8ons cut down,

' sud the greater part of their rash compa,mons, while his rawe
Tacuntain trdops fled in all directions.
- Seeing there was no longer any hope, he seized bhe bndle
Sf p favourite page ' who was near hjm, aud who wos about’
ing for the mountsins. * Part not from mé,” said he,’
“but do thow at’least attend to my counsel, my son; and, of
a truth, I believe thou art my son, for thou art the oﬁprmg
of one of my liandmaids who was kind unto me.” ‘And in.
deed the youth marvellously resembled him. Turning then
the geins of his own steed, and giving him the spur, he fled
amain from the field, followed by the page; nor did he stbp
until he atrived within the walls of Orihuela.
Orderimg the gates to be burred and bolted, he prepared to
-reoeme 4hé enemy. There were but few men in the city
1€ of bearing armsp most of the youth having fallen in.
the ficld. . He caused the,women, therefore, to odothe themi-
sglves in male attire, to put. op bats and holmets, to take long-
reeds in their hands instead of lances, and to cross their hair
upon their chins in semblance of beards. “With these troops
he lined the walls and towerss
+ It gvas about the hour of twilight that A'Oda]m appronohed
with his army, but he paused when helsaw-the walls so
numerously garrisoned. ¥Then Theodomiir ‘took a flag of
troce in his hand, and put a heral@’s tabed on the page, and
they two sallied forth to capxtulate, u,ml were gmcmusly
reccwed by Abdalasis. ©= ™

I come,” said Theedomir, “on: the -behalf of the com-
mander of this city, to treat for terms worthy-&f ymﬂ‘mgnn
nimity and of s dignity. You pereewe it the city” is
capable ‘of withstanding a lohg siege, byt belip desirous of
sparing the lives of his soldiers. rmnmathat ¢ inh&bitants
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shall be:at liberty to depart unmolested with their propenty,.
and the city will be delivered up fo you to-morrow morning.
without a blow; otherwisc we are prepared to fight amtil not
a man be lef” *©

Abdalasis was well pleased t gét so powerful a place upon
such casy terms, but stipulated that the garrison should lay.,
down their arms. To this Theodomir readily assented; withe
the cxception, however, of the govcmor and his rctmue,
which was granted out of consideration for his dignity. "The
articles of capitulation were then drgwn out; afid. when' 4b-.*
da)dsis had affixed his name and sealy Theodomir took fhe pen.
tnd wrote his signature. “Behold in me,” smd “the
governor of the city !

Abdalasis was pleased with the hardxhodd of the com-
mander of the place in thus venturing personally into Ris,.
power, and’ entertained the veteran with still | greatef honour.
‘When Theodomir returned to the city, he made known the
capitulption, and charged the inhabitants to pack up their
cffects during the night, and be ready to sally forth in the
morning.

At the dawn of day the gates were thrown open, and Ab-
dalasis looked to see a great force issuing forth; but, to his
surprise, beheld merely Theodomir and his page in' battered
armour, followed by a multitude of old men, women, and
children.

Abdalasis waited until tho wholethad come foxth then,
turning to Theodomlr, “ Where,” cried he, ¢ arethe soldxers
whom I saw last ev enmg, lining the walls and towers?”’ ,

* Soldicrs have T none,” replied the veteran. **As to my
garrison, behold it Defore you. With these women did I man
my W‘lus, and ﬂm, my pages is my herald, guard, and-
retinue,”

Upou this the Bishop Oppas and Count Julum excl:umed
that the capitulation was a base frand, and ought not to be-
complied yrith ; but*Abdalakis relished the stratagem of the.
old soldier, and ordered that the stipulations of the treaty.
should be faithfully performed. 2fay, so high an opinion did
he conceive,of the subtle wisdom of this commander, that he
pemnttedlum to. remain in authority over'the surrounding
country, on hig acknowledging allegiance and engaging to

tnbute to tae caliph; and all that part of 8 am, com-
prising the beautiful provineés of Murcia and Valencia, was
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long after known by the Arabic name of its defendem and is
still regorded in Arabian chronicles as * The land of Tadmir.”
Having succeeded in subduing this rich and fruitful region,
‘e and having gained great renown for his® generosity as welbas
, valour, Abdalasis returncd with the chief part of his army to

.the city of Seville.*

CHAPTER XI. ., .

WHEN Mu7a n Noger had sent his son Abdalasis to
subdue eville, he departdi for Toledo, to eall Thric to account
"Jor his disobedience to his orders; for, amidst all his owre
successes, the prosperous career of that commander preyed
upon his mind. *What can content the jealous and ambitious
whegrt? . As Muza passed through thg land, towns und cities
submitted to him without resistance ; hg was lost in wonder
at the riches ﬁ?the country, and the noble monuments of
art with which it was adorned: when he beheld the hyidges,-
constructed in ancient times by the Romans, they seemed to
him the work, not of men, but of genii. Yet all these admi~
rable objects only made him rcpine the more, that he had not
had theexclusive glory of invading and subduing the land :
and exasperated him the mere against Tarie, for having appa-
rently éMlcayoured to monopolise the conquest.

* Tarig-heard of his approach, and came forth to meet him at
Talavera, accompanied by many of the most distinguished
companions of his victories, and with a train of horses and
mules laded with spoils, with.which he trusted to propitiate
the favour of his commender. Their mecting took place on
the bamks of the rapid river Tietar, which rises in the moun-
tains of Placencia, and throw# itsclf into ,the Tagus. Muza,
in fgamer days,while Taric had acted as Bis subordinate and
indefatigable officer, had cherished and considered him as a |
second self; but now that*he had started up to be a rival, ke
conld not conceal his jcalousy. When th® veteran ¥amo into-
his presence, he regarded him for a moment with a stern and
indignant aspect. * Why hast thou disobeyed my orders?”
said he, “I commanded thee to await *my arrivgl with.re-,
inforcements, bat thou hast rashly overrun' theecountry,
endangering the loss-of our apmies and the rui} of our cause.”

* * Conde, p. 1. Cronica del moro Rasis. Tron.*(%n. Rspaila pot?
Alonzo el Sag‘io, p. iii. cap. 1. s “ e P
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.1 bave ‘aoted,”. replied Taric, “in. such -dnanner as I
thought would best serve the ¢ause of Islam'; .and in so doing
I thought to fulfil the wishes of Muz..: Whateven I have
done has been a5.yowe servant. Behold your share, as.com.
mander-in-chief, of the spoils whidhi- I have collected.” So
saying, he produced an immense treasure in silver and gold, ,
and costly stuffs, and precious stones, an® spread -it* before,

. The angor of the Arab commander was still more ‘kindled
at the sight of this booty, for it proved how spleddid hisd been
the victories of Taric; but he Testrained his wrath for the
rescnt, and they procceded together in moody silence to,
oledo. When {xe entered this royal eity, however, and
ascended to the ancient pelace of the Gdthie kings, and
reflected that all this had Jbeen a seene of triumph to his rivgl,,
Be could no longer repress his indignation. He denfanded of
Taric a strict acoount of all the riches he fiad gathercd in
Spain, ¢ven of the presents he had reserved for the caliph;
and, above all, he made him yield up his favourite trophy, the
talismanic table of Solomon. When all this was done, he
again upbraided him bitterly with his disobedienee of orders,
and with the rashness of his conduct. “ What blind confi-
dence in fortune hast thou shown,” said he, ‘** in ovérrunning
such a country, and assailing such powerful cities aith thy
scanty force! What madness, to venture everything upon a -
desperate chance, when thou knewest’I was coming with a
force to make the victory secure! All thy success has becn
owing to mere luck, not to judgment nor generalship.” ,
He then bestowed high praises upon the other chicftains
for their services in the cause of Islam; but they answered
not a word, and their countenances were gloomy and discon.
tented, for they félt the injustice done to their favourite
deader. As to Taric, though his eye burned like fire, he kept
his passion within bounds. * I have done the best I could to
serve Godsnd the caliph,” %aid he, emphatically; * my con-
science acquits me, and I trust my sovereign will do the same.”
“ Perhaps he may,” acplied Mhza bitterly; “but, in the
‘meantime, ] cannot confide his interests to a desperado, who
is heedlesr of ofders and throws everything &t hazard. Such
a. general is ?'r\woa:thy to be intrusted with the fate of
grmies,” , L -, . .
So saying, he divested Tarfe of his command, and gave it
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to-Magued the .renegn.do.\ The gourt Tarie still maintdincd
an’ dir of ‘stern comiposure. Fie' only words ‘were, “/The |
caliph will do mé justice!” Muda was so transported with
passion at-this laconic. defiance that Be ordered him to .bé
thrown into prisen, and cfen thrdatened his life: B
, _ Upon-this, Magued el Rumi, though he had risen by the
o disgrale of Taric;"had the genorosity to speak out warmly in
his favour. © Consider,” said he, to Muza, “whgt may Be
the consequences of this severity. Taric has many*friends in
the drmdy ; Lifs actions, top, have becn signal and ithustrious,
and e:‘itle him to the bighest honours and rewards, instea
L of disgrace and imprisonment.” ..
: ‘The anger of Muza, however, was not to be appeased ; and
he trueted to justify his measures by despatching missives to
» the caliph, complaining of the insupordination of Tari¢, and
his rask® and headlong conduct. The result proved the
wisdom of the caution given by Magued. In the coursc of a
little while, Muza received a humiliating letter from the ca\iph,
ordering him' to restore Taric to the command of the soldiers
“ whom he had so gloriously conducted ;” and not to render
usajess “ onc of the best swords in Islam !"%#

It is thus the*envious man brings humiliation and reproach
upon hiffisclf, in vndedvousing to degrado a meritorious rival
When%he tidings came of the justice rendered by the caliph
to the merits of the vetcran, there was general joy throughout
the afmy; and Muza Yead, in the smiling countenances of
every one around him, g severe censure upon his conduet.
Jle concealed, however, his deep humiliation, and affected to
obey the orders of his sovereign with- great alacrity: he

rcleased Taric from prison, feasted him at his own table, and
then publicly replaccd him at the head,of. his troops. The
army reccivedsits favourite veteran with®shouts of joy, and
celebrated with rejoicings the reconciliation of the com-,
manders ; but the shouts %f the soldiery: were abhorront«4w
the cars of Muza. ° .- -

e

. CHAPTER X1T., - _
Tux dissensiohs, which for a time had disttacted the ;:on:
quering army, being appeased, and the .\yabian generals
, being apparently once more recopeiled, Muza\gs commandes-
* Conde, p. i\ cap. 15.°
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in-chie# proceeded to completc thg enterprise by subjugatd
the north%rr(x)x parts of Spain. The‘f same expeditious 'ln.gze lg'
cconquest that had been sagaciously .adopted by Lare was
sti¥ pursued: The troops were lightly armed, and freed |
from cvery saperfluous incumbfand®. Each horseman, beside
his arms, carried a small sack of provisions, a copper vesscl, .
in which to cook them, and a skin which Berved him %or sur~-
coat and, for bed. The infantry carried nothing but their |
arms, 'Te cach regiment or squadron was allowed a limited -
numpber of sumpter mules and atteydants ; *barély enoughe to *
carry their necessary baggage and supplies: nothjng was
‘permitted that could needlessly diminish the number of fight-
ing men, delay their rapid movements, oreconsume their pro-
visions. Strict orders were again issucd,® prohibiting, on
ppin of death, all plundey, excepting the camp of an enemy,or,
cities given up to pillgge.® . ¢
The armies now took their -several lines of march. That
under JTaric departed towards the north-east; beating up
the country towards the source of the Tagus, traversing the
chain of Iberian or Arragonian mountains, and pouring down
into the plains and valleys watered by the Lbro. It.was
wonderful to see, in so brief a space of time? such a vast and
difficult country penetrated and subdued ;- and the*invading
army, like an inundating flood, pouring its streamsefato the
most remote recesses. o .
While Taric was thus sweeping thé country to the ‘north-
east, Muza departed in an opposite «direction ; yet purposing
to mect him, and to join their forces in the nortl. Bending
his course westwardly, he made a cireuit behind the moun-
tains, and then, advancing into the open country, displayed
his banners beferc, Salamancag which, surrendered without
resistance. From %hence he continued on towards Astorga,
receiving the terrified submission of the land; then turning
«u= the valley of the Douro, he astended the coursc of that
famous rifer towards the ¢ast: crossed the Sierra de Mon-
cayo, and, arriving on the banks of the Kbro, marched down
along its stream, until ke approached the strong city of Sara-
.gossa, the gitadel of &l that part of Spain. In this place had
taken refrge mhny of the most valiant of the' Gothic warriors ;
the remnants offarmies, and fogitives from conquercd cities.
Tt was ope of”the last rallying points of the land. When
. * * Conds, p. i cap. 15. :
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muza arrn eu, Tarie had \feady been for some times hefore
the place, laying close siege: the inhabitants were pressed
by faming, and had snﬁ‘erul great losses in rapeated combats;
-but there was a spirit and obstinacy inetheir resistance sue-
passing anything that hid get been witnessed by the
nvaders.

o Muz now toolﬂommand of the siege, and ordered a genc-
ral assault upon the walls.” "The Moslems planted thgjr scalmg
. ladderg, and mounted with their accustomed intrepidity, but
wose ngormfsly resisted;, nor could all their efforts obtain
them a‘f ooting upon the battlements. Whilethey were thus
»assailing the vmlls, Count Julian ordered a heap of combuse
"tibles to bo placed against one of the gates, and sct on fire.

The inhabitants*attempted in vain from the barbican to ex-
tinguish the flames. They-burnt sp fiercely, that in a little
while thé gate fell from the hinges.  Count J ulidn galloped
into the city mounted upon a powerful charger, himself and
his steed all covered with mail. Ile was followed by three
hundred of his partisans, and supported by Magued, the rene-
gado, with a troop of horsc.

Thie inhabitants disputed every strect and public square ;
they made barficrs of dead bodics, fighting behind these
ramparts® of their slaughtored countrymen.  Fvery window
and @ was filled with combatants; the very women and
 childrem joined in the desperate hgl\t throwing down stones
and missiles of all ktds, and scalding w ater upon  the
enem

The battie raged until tho hour of vespers, when the prin-
mpul mhalntants heldea purley, and capitulated for a sarren-
der.  Muza hag been incensed at their obstinate resistance,
which had cost the lives of se many of hig spldiers ; he knew
alsgthat in the city were collected the rllalos of many of the
towns of eastern Spain. 1l demanded, thercfore, heside the
usual terms, a hcavy sume®to be 2. aid down by the citizgroe
emled the contribution of blood$ as by this theygedeemed
themselves fromtheedgeof the sw ord. The people wercobliged
to comply. They collected adl the jewsels of their richest fami-
lies, aud all the ornaments of their temples, and lgid them at
the feet of Muzd; and placed in his powermany of their’
noblest, youths as hostages. A strong egaygison was then
.appoinicd ; and thus the fierce cigy of Sar: agoqh wag subducg
to the yoke of the conqueror, *
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The Arab generals pursued th.ir conquests even to the
foot of the Pyrences: Taric then descended along the
course of the Xbro, and continucd along. the Moditefrancan
coast; subduing the famous city of Valencia, with its rich
and beautiful domains, and: casrying the success of his®
arms even to Denia. '

Muza undertook with his host a widencange of conquest,
e overcame the cities of Barcelona, Gerona, and others that
lay on the skirts of the eastern mountains: then crossing into *
the land of the Franks, he captured the cigy* ofsNarbonne : in°
& temple of which he found seven cquestrian images of silver,

+ which he brought off as trophics of his victory.* Returninge
into Spain, he scoured its northern regiops along Gallicia ang
the Asturias; pussed triumphantly through Lusitania, and
arrived once more in Andalusia, covered with laurels, and

~enriched with immense spoils.

Thus was completed the subjugation of unhappy Spain.
All ity cities and fortresses, and strong-holds, were in the
hands of the Saracens, excepting some of the wild mountain
tracts that bordered the Atlantie, and extended towards the
north. Here, then, the story of the conquest might conclude,
but that the indefatigable chronicler, Fray Antonio Agapida,
gocs on to record the fate of those persons who wer> most re-
nowned in the enterprise.  We shall follow his steps, and
avail oursclves of his information, laboriously coliceted from
various somces ; and, truly, the story of cach of the artors in
this great historical drama beare with it ite striking moral, and
is full of admonition and instruction.

CHAPTER XIII.

T e heart of Muza ben Nozer was now lifted up, for he
considered his glory complete. He held a sway that might
have gratified the ambition of the proudest sovereign, fob all

~wostern Africa and the newly aequired peninsula of Spain
were obglient to his rule: and he was renowned throughout
all the lands of Islam as the great conqueror of the west.
But sudden humiliation awaited him in the very moment of
his highest, triumph:

Notwithstariding the outward reconciliation of Muza and
Tarie, a decp jod mmplacable hostility continued to cxist be-
tween them ; }S.nd eoch had, busy partisans who distracted the

* Conde, p.i. cap. 16,
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armées by their feuds.  Le¥ers were incessantly despatald, .
Damnscus by either party, dxalting the merits of their éiwn
leader &ng deerying his rival.  Taric was represented as rash,
“arbitrary, and prodigal, and as injuring ¢he discipline of the
® army, by -sometimes treatlag i@ with extreme rigour, and at
other times giving way to licentiousness and profusion.  Muza
~¥ras lauded: as pradeat, sagacious, dignified, and systematic in
his dealings.  The frieuds of Tarie, on the other hangl. repre»
° sented Rim ad brave, generons, and high-minded ; rerupulous
*in regérving torhis sovereign hig rightful share of the spoils,
but distgibuting the rest Bountconsly among hik soldiers. and
sthus jucfeasing their alacrity in the service.  “Muza. on the®
coitrary.” diid they, “is grasping and insatiable : he levies
intoicrable contrrbutions, and eolleets immense treasure, but
Sweeps jt all into his own coffers.” . ve

The callph was at length wearied out by these complaints,
and feared that tRe safety of the enuse might be endanarred
by the dissensions of the rival generals. He sent bgtters,
therefore, ordering them to leave suitable persons in charge
of their several commands, and appear, forthwith, before him
at Dgmaseus.

Such yas the greeting from his sovereign that awaited
Muza on Wis return from tha conquest of northern Spain, It
was a1 osevous blow to a man of hix pride and ambition : but
die prpagetl instantly to obey.  He returned to Cordova,
colleetife by the way al? the treasures he had deposited in
warious places. At that eigy he called a mieeting of his prin-

cipnl officers, and of the leaders of the faction of apostate
C]Ini.stians,. and made them all do homage to Lisson Abdalasis,
as emir or governor of Spain. e gave this favourite son
much sage advice for the regulation of his_conduct, and left
with Lim his nephew Ayub. & man greatly honoured by the
Mosttms for his wisdom and discretion ; exhorting Abdalasis
to consult him on all occasions, and consider him as his boran
counscllor. He made a parting ad@ress to®his adhergnts, full
of cheerful confidence : assuring them that he would soon re-
tury, loaded with new favourss and honeurs by his sovereign,
and cnabled to reward them all for their fithful sefgices.
When Muza sallied forth from Cordova to rephir tlamgs-
cus, his _cavalgada appeared like the sumptugns pageant of-
some Ori¥ntal potentate ; for he hqd numgrons dgards and at-,
téndants splendidly armed and afrayed, sogether .W}th four
9

-
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hundr-d hostages, who were yout¥tul eavalicrs of the noblest
familics of the Goths, and a greal number of captives of both
sexcs, chogen for their beauty, and intended as prestnts for
the caliph. « Then thefe was a vast train of beasts of burden, .
laden with the plunder of Spaing for he took with him all®
the wealth he had colleeted in his conquests, and all the share
that had been set apart for his sovereign. ©8Vith this display ot .
4rophicsand spoils, showing the magnificence of the land he R
had congrered, ke looked forward with confidence te silence
the calumnics of his foes. . e o F '

As he traversed the valley of the Guadalquivir, he often

“turned and looked back wistfully upon Cordova; and, at the
distance of a league, when about o lose sight of if, he checked
his steed wpon the summit of ahill, and gazed for a long time
upon its palaces and towers. O Cordova!” exclaimed he,

“%great and glorious _art thou among citics, and avundant in
all delights.  With grief and sorrow do I" part from thee;
for suye I am it would give me length of days to abide within
thy pleasant walls " When he had uttered these words, say
the Avabian chronicles, he resumed his wayfaring ; but his
eyes were bent upon the ground, and frequent sighs bespoke
the heaviness of his heart.

Fmbarking at Cadiz, he passed over to -Africa with all his
cople and cffeets, to regulate his government in thaountry.
Ie divided the command between his sons Abdelols and

Meruan, leaving the former in Tangicr, and the Iitter in
Cairvam  Thus having sccured, as he thought, the power
and prosperity of his family, by placing all his sons as his
lieutenants in the country he had conquered, he departed for
Syria, bearing with him the sumptuous spoils of the west.
While Muza,was thus disposing of his commands, and
moving cumbrously under the weight of wealth, the veteran
Taric was more speedy and ulert in obeying the summons of

-*b= caliph. e knew the importance, where complaints .
werc to,be heard, of bewg first in presence of the judge;
beside he was ever ready to march at a moment’s warning,
and had nothing to impede him,in his movements. The spoils
he had mgde in his conquests had either been shared among
his soldiers, o yielded up to Muza, or squandered away with
open-handed pyofarion.  He appeared in Syria with a small
train of war-yorn followcrs, and had no other tibphies to
show thdu his battcred armour, and a body scamed with scars.



SUBJNGATION OF,SPAIN, 469

He was rcccived, howewy, with rapture by the mytitude,
who erowded to behold onc®of those conquerors of the west,
whosc ‘wgnderful achicvementswere the theme of evéry tongue.
"They were charmed with his gaunt andsmdrtial.air, his hard
sunburnt features, and his'ecashed cye.  All bails™ eried they,
¢ to the sword of Islam, the terror of the unbelievers! Be-
.Jlold the true modd of a warrior, who despises gain, and sccks
for nought but glory.” o .
Tarrg was graciously reccived by the caliph, whoasked tid-
" ings ‘of "his Wictomics. He gavea soldier-like account of his
actions, frank and full, ewitholit any feigned® modesty. *yet
', without! vain-glory. ¢ Commander of the faithful,” said hey
«1 bring thte no gilver, nor_ gold, nor precious stones, nor
captives; for what spoils I did not share with my soldiers, I
, gaye up to Muza as my commander, How I have conducted
mysclf, the honourable warriors of thy host will® tell the¢?
nay, let onr enerhies, the Christians, be asked if T have cver
shown myself cowardly, or eruel, or rapacious.”

“ What kind of people arc these Christians ?”” demanded
the ealiph.

«Jhe Spaniards,” replied Tarie, * are lions in their castles,
cagles iy their saddles, but mere women when on foot. When
vanquished, they escapé like goats to the mountains, for they
need n®, sce the ground they trcad on.”

o Andtll me of the Moors of Barbary.”

“Tlty arc like AraBs in the ficrcencss and dexterity of
their attacks, and in thejr knowledge of the stratugems of
war; they Tesemble them, tpo, in feature, i fortitude, and
hospitality; but they,are the most perfidious people upon
carth, and never, regard promise or plighted faith.”

“ And the people of Afrancg what sayest thou of them #”

. “'They are infinite In number, rapid in he onset, ficrce in
battle, but confused and headlong in flight.”

“ And how fared it with thcc among these people? Did.’
they sometimes vanquish thee ?”7 = . 3

% Never, by Allah!” ericd Tarie with honest™ warmth,
“never did a banner of mine fly the field. Though the
enemy were two to ome, my Moslems never sl.lunned the «
combat !”’ . . o ‘

The caliph was well pleased with the martial bluntnes¥ of
the vetCrau. and showed hifn great hqpour‘,\end wherever
faric appeared he was the idol of the populac o 2‘ ¢

. o
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CHAPTERXIV.

SitonrLy after the arrival of Taric el Tuerto at Painascus
the caliph fell dang-rously ill, insomuch that his life was
despaired of  During his illressy'tidings were brought: that )
Muzn ben Nozier had entered Syria with a vast cavaleade, |
bearing all the riches and trophics gained 5. the westcn con- .-
quests.  Now Suleiman ben Abdclmelee, brother to the |
caliph, was successor to the throne; and he saw that his
brother had not long to live, and wished-to grace the “com- *
meheement of *his reign by this triumphant display, of the
wpoils of Christendom: he sent messengers, therefore, {o Muza, .*
saying, ¢ The caliph is ill, and cannot recgive thee at present;
I pray thee tarry on the road until his_recovery.” Muza,
liowever, paid no attention to the messages of Suleiman, but,
‘rither hastened his march to arrive before the defth of the
caliph. And Sulciman treasurcd up his contluct in his heart.

Muza entered the city in a kind of triumph, with a long
train of horses, and mules, and camels Jaden with treasure, and
with the four hundred sons of Gothic nobles as hostages, cach
decorated with a diadem and a girdle of gold; and with one
hundred Christian damsels, whose beauty dazzled all beholders.
As he passed through the streets, he ordered purses of gold to
be thrown among the populace, who rent the air witl accla-
mations. ** Bebold,” eried they, *the veritable conqueror of
the unbelicvers ! Behold the true mudel of a conquerdr, who
brings home wealth to his country !”  And theyheaped bene-
dictions on the head of Muza. o ,

The caliph Walid Almanzor rose from his couch of illness
to veccive the emir; who, when he repaired to the palace,
filled onc of its great courts with treasurcs of all kinds: the
halls, too, were thronged with the yout}'xful hostages, mognifi-
cently attired,” and with Christian damscls, lovely as the

* honvies of Paradise. 'When the caliph demanded an account
of the cenquest of* Spain, he gave it with, great cloguence ;
but, in describing the various victories. he made uno mention
of the name¢ of Taric, but spoke as if everything had been
effected by himsclf* He then presented the spoils of the
*Christians as if they had been all taken by his own hands ;
and when he delivesed to the caliph the miraculous table of
Solomon, he dstelt with anipation on the virtues of thiat incs,
timable talismah. o ‘ *
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TUpon this Tarie, who wis present, could no longer Ifold his
peace. o “ Commander of the faithfaul!” said he, ** examine
this preclous table, if any part be wanting.” The caliph

v examined the table, w'hich.wus.composod of a single emeradld,
and he found that one foot was supplied by a foot of gold.
-alhe caliph turnedto Muza and said, * Where is the other foot
“tf the table?”  Muza answered, ** I know not; ouc foot was
» wanting when it came into my hands.” Upon tifis, Tarié
» drew frem bepeath his robe a foot of emerdld ‘of ke work-
maihip to the others, and fitting exactly to the table.  “ Be-
, hold, O%Commander of the faithful!™ eried he, *a proof of
sthe real finder of the tuble ; and so is it with the greater part
of ‘the spoils exhibifed by Muza uas trophies of lus achieve-
ments. It was I who gained them, and who captured the
* cities in yghich they were found.  I#you want proef, demand.
of these Christian cavaliers here presents most of whom I eap-
tured; demand of those Moslem warriors who aided me in
my battles.” .

Muza was.confounded for a moment, but attempted to vin-
dicate himself. I spake,” said he, “as the chicf of your
armfs, under whose orders and banners this conquest was
achieved,, The agtions of the soldier are th:c actions of the
commagder.  In a great vietory, it is no¢ supposed that the
.ohief,of .tl'l.c army takes all the captives, or kills all the Slain,
or gathdhs all the booty, though 2l are enumerated in the
reecords of his triumph.”  The culip‘h. however, was wroth,
aud heeded not his wordy.  ** You haye vaunted your own
ceserts,” said he, “and have *forgotten the -deserts of others;
uay, you have sought to debase angther who has loyally
served his sovereign: the reward of your envy and covetous-
ness be upon your head ! Sb saying, he bestowed a great
part &f the spoils upon Taric and the other chiefs, but gave
nothing to Muza; and the veteran retired amidst the sneers
and murmurs of those present. o -

u a few days the Culiph Walid died, and was #ucceeded
by his brother Suleiman. The new sovereign cherished deep
tesentinent against Muza fot having gresented himself at
conrt contrary to his comunand, and he listeneq readily to the.
calumuics of his cnemies; for Muza Lad been too flustrious
in his dacds notto have manyeenemics. . Allnow took comagd
when they found he was out of favoly, aneMthey heapcd
slanders on his head ; charging him with embezzling much of

[ ]
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the shdre of the booty belonging 0 the sovereign. The new
caliph lent a willing car to the accusation, and commanded
him to render up all that he had pillaged from Spat. The
loss of hix riches might have begn borne with fortitude by
Muza, but the stigma upon his fame filled his heart with bit-
terness.  “I have been a faithful servant to the throne {rom.
my youtk, upwards,” said he, “ and now am I degraded in my”
old age. 1 care not for wealth, I care not for life, but let me
not be déprived of that honour which God has letowed
upon me!” . o -

. The caliph was still more cxasperated at his repinihig, and
strippud him of his commands: confiseated his cifects; fined
him two hundred thousand pesants of goldt, and ordered that
he should be scourged and exposcd to the noontide sun, and
aflerwards £hrown into prison.® " The populace, alsp, Yevied
and scolfed at him in dis misery ; and as they beheld him led
forth to the public gaze, and finting in the sun, they pointed
at himewith derision, and exelaimed—¢ Behold the envious
man and the impostor: this is he who pretended o have con-
quercd the land of the unbelievers !”

CTIAPTER XV \

Wrine these events were happening in Syria, the youthful
Abdalasis, the son of Muza, remained as emir or govérnor of'
Spain. il was of a generous and benignant disposition, but
he was open and confiding. and easity led away by the opi-
nions of those he loved.  Fortunately his father had left with
him, as a bosom counsellor, the discrect Ayub, the nephew of
Muza : aided by his advice, he, for some time, administered
the public aftfaivs pradently and Jrospereusly.

Not long aiter the departure of his father,”he received a
letter from him, written while on his jowney to Syria; it was
? tie following purport :—. °

¢ Belowtd son; honowr of thy lincage ; Allah guard thee
from all lirm and peril!  Listen to the words of thy father.
Avoid all treachery, though it sltbuld promise great advantage,
and trust net in him who counscls it, even though he should
be a-brotifer.  The company of traitors put far from thee, for
how canst thou be dertain that he who has proved.false to
others will p_r‘,"te trut to thee > Beware, O my son, of the
: * Conde, parti. cap 17.

N
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. . .
seductions of love. It is aa idle passion, which enfechles the
heart apd blinds the judgment ; it renders the mighty weak,
and makes slaves-of+princes.  If thou shouldst discover any
, foible of a vicious kind springing up inethy nature, plucks 1t

forth; whatever pang it co thee.  Fvery error; while new,
.nay easily be weeded out, but if suffered to take joot it
~flowridMes dnd bed?? seed, and produces fruit a hundJJd -fold.
» Follgw these counsels, O son of my affections, and fiou shal$
. live scéure.” . .

Adbdulasis edithted uppn this letter, for some part of it

seemedsto contain a mystéry which he could nét comprehend.
" IIQ'caH@d to him his cousin and counscllor, the discrect Ayube

¢ What means my father,” said be, * in cautioning me against

treachery and tréasgn?  Docs he think my nature so base that
» it cpuld descend to such means?”

Ayub rtad the letter attentively.  * Thy father,” said hé)
“ would put thee on thy guard against the traitors Julian and
Oppas, and those of their party who surround thee. [ 'What
love canst thou expect from men who have been unnatural 1o
their kindred, and what loyalty from wretches who have
betrayed their country

Abdudasis was satisfied with the jnterpretation. and he acted
accordindly. 1le had leng loathed all communmon with
these x?nen_ ; for there is ‘nothing which the open, ingenuous

® nature s much abhors as duplicity and treason.  Policy, too,
no, longer required thdir agency; they had rendered their
infamouns service, and had no longer a country to betray ; but
they might twrn and betray their employers.  Abdalasis,
therefore; removed them to a distance from his court, and
placed them in situations where they could do no harm, and
he warned his commgnders feom being in apywise influenced
by their counstls, or aided by their arms.

e now confided entircly 1n his Arabian troops, and in the
Moorish squadrouns from fefrica, and with their aid hg gom.s
pleted the conquest of Lusitania T the #fltimate pgrts of the
Algarbe, or west, cven to the shores of the great Ocean sea.*
TFrom hence he sent his genesals to owerrun all those vast and
rugged sierras, which rise like rampdrts along the occan e

* Algarhe, or Algarbia, in Arabic signifies the w?:s.t, af Axarkia is
the caste Alzufia the north, ands Aquibla the zOuth, This will scrveto

= explain some of the geographiceal nanges on ife pcn'd.‘ulu which aregof
Arabian origin. . °
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borders of the peninsula, and they carried: the standard of
Islam in trimnph even to the mountains of Biscay, collecting
all manner of precious spoil. . .

£ It is not- enougly, O Abdalasis,” said Ayub,  that we
conquer and-rule this country titlt‘the sword ; if we wish our
dominion to be secure, we must cultivate the arts of peace, .
and stuc'v to serure the confidence, and profnote the welsare, of
the peoplr we have conquered.”  Abdalasis relished coynscl .
which acenrded se well with his own bencficent nature. He |
endeavoured, therefore, to allpy the fermerit and confusica of
the' conquest ; forbade, under rigorous punishment, all: wanton
r.poil or oppression, and protected the native inhgbifants in
the enjoyment and cultivation of their Jands, and the pursuit
of all uscful oceupations. By the adviee of Ayub also, he
encouraged great nunbers of industrious Moors and Axabs, to
thigrate from Africa, and gave them houses and lands ; thus
introducing a peaccful Mahometan population into the con-
guered provinces.

The good cffect of the counsels of Ayub were sogn apparent.
Instead of a sudden but transient influx of wealth, made by
the ruin of the land, which left the country desolate, a reg Jlar
and permanent revenue sprang up, nroduced by reviving
prosperity, and gathered without violence.  Abdalasis ordered
it to be faithfully collected, and deposited in coffers by public
ofticers appointed in cach provinee for the purpose, und the
whole was sent by ten deputics to Dathascus, to be laid at the
fect of the caliph ; not as the spoils of a vanquished country,
but as the peaceful trophies of a.wisely administered govern.
ment. '

The conimon herd of warlike adventurers, the mere men of
the sword, who had thronged to Spain for the purpose of
ravage and rapine. Were disappointed at being thus checked
in their career, and at sceing the reign of terror and violenee
srawing to a clese.  * What mannor of leader is this,” said
they, ** who forbids s to make spoil of the encmies of Islam,
and to enjoy the land we have wrested from the unbelievers
The partisans of Julian a'so whisp-red their calummnies.  « Be-
hold,” said they, * with what kindness he treats the enemies
of your faith : all the Christians who have borne arms against
vau, and withstood your entrance into the land, are fyvoured
aud protected : But it is enough for a Christian to have be-.
friended the czyﬁé’e of +he Moslems to be singled out by Abda-
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lasis for persecution, and fo be driven with scorn fsom his
presegce.” 7 .

Thesesinsinuations fermented the discontent of the turbulent
and rapacious amongthe Moslems, but @l the friends of peace,
and brder, and good goverAmeht, applauded the moderation of

.o the Lo.uthful emir.
 —_—
CHAPTER XVI }

ABDATASTS had fixed §is segt of government at Seville, -as
permit¢ing casy and frequent communications with the coast

v of Afrifa. . Hixs palace was of noble architecture, with delightfal
gurdens extendingeto the banks of the Guadalquivir. In a
part of this palace, rerided many of the most beautiful Chris-
tizys fomales, who were detained as gptives, or vather hostages,
to ensuré the tranquillity of the country. Those Wwho were'df
noble rank were cntertained in luxury and magnificence ;
slaves were appointed to attend upon them. and thgy were
arrayed in the richest apparel, and decorated with the most
precious jewels.  Those of tender age were taught all graceful
aceamplishments; and even where tasks were imposed, they
were of the most clegant and agreeable kind.  They embroi-
dered, they sung, they danced, and passed their time in
pleasifi revelry. Many were lulled by this casy and volup-

* tuots wxistence; the scenes of horror through which they
had passed were gradullly effaced from their minds, and a
desire was often awakened of reudering themsclves pleasing
dn the cyes of their conquerans.

After his return from his campaign in Lusitania, and during
the intervals of public duty, Abdulasis solaced himself in the
repose of this palacy, and ia the sodety of these Christian
eaptives. He'remarked one among them who cver sat apart,
and neither joined in the labours nor sports of her compamions.
She was lofty in her demuunour, and the others alwags,paid
hér revercnce ; yet sorrow had gi¥en # sdftness to her charms,
and rendered her beauty touching to the hcart. ~ Abdalasis
fvund her one day in the gasden withs her companions : they
had adorned their heads with flowers, #nd were _singing the e
songs of their country ; but shesat by herselfand® wept.  The
youthful emir was moved by her tears, sand accosted her in

. gentle accents,  “ Q, ﬁxires%yof womens” saldhe, ** wh dgst
thou weep, and why is thy heait troublcd.‘”\ “ Aas !” re.

- .
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plicd she, « have T not cause to weep, sceing how sad is my

, condition, and how great the height from which I have fallen?

In me you behold the wretched Exilona, but lately ghé wife
of Roderick, and theQueen of Spain, now a captive and a
slave!” And, having said these evords, she cast her eyes
upon the carth, and her tears began 1o flow afresh.

The 'S&:mmus feelings of Abdalagis wett- aroused . the .
stght of Dvauty and royalty in tears. 1le gave orders that
Exilona shauld be entertained in a style befitting her former
rank : he appointed a train of female atiendants o wait vgon
her, and a guard of honour to proteet her {rom all intsusion.
Al the time that he could spare from public concerhs was
passed in her socicty ; and he even neglected his divan, and
suffered his counsellors to attend in vain, while he lingered in
the apartments and gardeps of the palace, listening to the
voice of Kxilona, ¢

The disereet Ayub saw the danger into” which he was
falling., ** Oh Abdalasis!” said he, * remember the words of
thy futher. ¢ Beware, my son,’ said he, * of the scduetions of
Jove. 1t renders the mighty weak, and makes slaves of
princes ' A blush kindled on the eheck of Abdalasis, pad
he was silent for a moment.  Why,” said he, at Jength,
«do you scek to charge me with such weakness? It is one
thing to be infatuated by the charms of a woman, and aliother
to be touched by her musfortunes. It is the dutywsof my
station to console a princess who had been reduced io the
lowest humiliation by the triumphs of our arms.  In doing so
1 do but listen to the dictates of true magnanimity.” .

Ayub wa silent, but his brow was clouded ; and-for once
Abdalasis parted in discontent from his counscllor. In pro-
portion as he was dissatisficd with others or with himsclf, he
sought the society of Exilona; for there was archarm ine her
conversation that banished every care. lle daily became
mora ~»d more enamoured ; and Esilona gradually ceased to
weep, andbegan to Yisten With sceret pleasure to the words
of her Arab lover. 'When, however, he sought to urge his
passion. she rpeollected the light eestimation in which her sex
was held by, the followers of Mahomet, and assumed a coun-
tenance greve atd severe. .

* Fortune,” said she, “has cast me at thy feet; behold I
am thy captive gnd thy spoil. But though my person is in
thy powef, my'soul iy unsubdued ; and know that, should I
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lack force to defend my honour, I have resolution to 'w:;eh out
all stu.in upon it with my'b]ood. I trust, however, in thy
courtesy s a cavalier to respeet me in my reverses. remem-
bering what I have been ; and that, though the crown has
been® wrested: from my Wrow, the royal blood still warms

.gWVithin my veins.”*

ro TI®™ofty spiri® bf Exilona, and her proud.repulﬂr/ served
but {v increase the passion of Abdalasis. He besqight hex
to unite her destiny with his, and share his statc gnd power,
promiising thi#{ she should have no rival nor co-partner in his
beart. - Whatever scruplés the captive queen tight originhlly

b hate fdt to a union with one of the conquerors of her lords
and an cnemy of ker adopted faith, they were casily van-
quished ; and she hecame the bride of Abdalasis.  Ile would
faiy have persuaded her to return tg the faith of her fathers;
but though of Moorish origin, and brought up in the doctrines
of Islam. she wis too thorough w convert to Christianity to
consent, and looked back with disgust upon a religion that
admitted a plurality of wives. *

When the sage Ayub heard of the resolution of Ahdalasis
to%gpouse lixilona he was in despair. ¢ Alas, my cousin!”
said heo* what infatggtion possesses thee?  IMast thou then
entirely #orgotten the letber of thy father # ¢ Beware, my
son,” Mid he, cof love : it is an idle passion, which enfecbles

* the heast and blinds the judgment.””  But Abdalasis inter-
rupted’ him with impatfence. * My father,” said he, * spake
but of the blandishments of wanton love ; against these [ am
sccured by my virtuous passwn for Exilona.”

Ayub would fain have impressed upon him the dangers he
ran of awakening suspicion in the caliph, and discontent
among the Moslems, by wedding the queen of the conquered
Rodarick, and%one who was an cnemy to® the religion of Ma-
homet ; but the youthful lover only listened to his passion,
Their nuptials were celebrated at Seville with great pomps
and rejoicings, and he gave his biftde the name of Omalisam ;
that is to say, she of the precious jewels ;} but she'continued
to be kuown among the Christians by, the name of Exilona.

[ ]

* Faxardo, Corf.)n:u, Gothica, tome 1 part 492. J’oan.-?[ar. de Reb.

Hisp. lib. vi. cap. 27, . ¢ .
' + Conde, part j. cap. 1¥.
L]
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CHAPTER XVIL

Possusston, instead of cooling the passion of Abdalasis,
only added to its foree; he became blindly enamoured of his
beautiful bride, and consulted shes will in all things; nay,
havingJlost all relish for the adviee of the disereet Ayub, he,
was evxxguided by the counsels of his witd" in the-affiirs of
governmént. Iixilona, unfortunately, had once beena qugen,

and she cauld not remember her regal glories without ¥egret.

She saw that Abdalasis had great power in the lind ; greeter

cvedl than had been possessed by tht Gothie kings; but she

oonsidered it as wanting in true splendour until his' brofys /
should be encircled with the outward badge of royalty. One
day, when they were alone in the palace of Seville, and tho
licart of Abdalasis was given up to tonderness, she addressed

Bitr in fond yet timid accents. * Will not my’lord be

offended,” said she, “if I make an unweléome request 27

Abdalasis regarded her with a smile.  “ What canst thou ask
" of me, Jixilona,” said he, * that it wonld not be a happiness for

me to grant?”  Then Exilena produced a crown of gold,

sparkling with jewels, which had belonged to the king, J#n

Roderick, and sunid, * Behold, thou artJing in authouity, be

%0 in thy outwurd state. There ds majesty and glory in o

crown ; it gives a sanctity to power.” Then putting the’crown

upon his head, she held a mirror before him that he- might *

behold the majesty of his appearanck. Abdalasis ehid her

fondly, and put the crown away from Iim ; but Exilona per-

sisted in her prayer. ¢ Never,” said she, *“has there been a.

king in Spain that did not wear a cxown.” So Abdalasis

sutfered himsclf to be beguiled by the blandighments of his
wife, and to be invested with ¢he crogyn and sceptre and
other signs of royalty . .«

It is affirmed: by ancient and discreet chroniclers, that
Abda)agis only assumed this royal state in the privacy of his
pulace, am} to gratifi- the ®ye of his youthful bride: bat
where was'n secret ever confined within the walls of a palace?
The assumption of the insignia ef the ancient Gothic kings
swas soon rumoured dhout, and eaused the most violent sus-
picions. [fle Moslemis had already felt joalous of the
ascentianey of this benutiful woman ; and it was now, confi-

% Cron. Gen. dggAlonzo #1 Sabiog part 3. Joan. Mar. de Reb. Hisp. *
lib. vi. cap.®7.. Londe, fart i. cap. 19.
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dently asserted that Abdalasis, won by her persuasioss, had
b(.‘ClL‘tl\ turned Christian.

The" epemics of Abdalasis, those whose rapacious spirits had

been I\Lpt in check l)y the beneticenee of his rule, seized upon
this-occasion to ruin hirin  @hey sent letters to Damascus
,accusing him of apostacy, and of an intention to scije upon
vthe Wrone in right of his wife, Exilona, as widow of Ahe late
Ixmw Roderick. It was added. that the (.hmtlam wers
prepatred to flock to his standard, as the only means of regain-
ingsisedndanty irrtheir eguntry.

These accusations artived at Damascus “just after “the
agpessibn of the sanguinary Sulciman to the throne, and in
the Leight of his persceution of the unfortunate Muza. The
caliph waited sfor no proufs in confirmation; he inume-
digtely sent private orders- that AQdalasis should be put to
deathy, mftl that the same fate should be dealt to his t&d
brothers who gdverned in Africa, as o surc means of crushing
the conspirucy of this ambitious family.

The mandate for the death of Abdulasis was sent to
Abhilbar ben Obeidah and Zevd ben Nabegat, both of whom
he ' been cherished friends of Muza, and had lived in intimate
favour and compayignship with his som. When they read
the fat:#d parchment, the. scroll fell from their trembling
hand® . Can such hostility exist against the family ut
Muza ! ) éxclaimed they. ¢ Is this the ‘reward for such great
and glorious scrvices ¥  The cavaliers remained for some
time plungcd in horrer and consternation. The order, how-
gver, was absolute, and left them no disceretion.  « Allah iq

great,” said they, “* and commands us to obey our sovereign.’
60 they prepared to exccute the bloody mandate with “the
blind fidelity of Moslems.

« It.was necessary to proceed with caubion. The open and
magnanimous character of Abdalasis had won the heurts of a
great part of the soldierysand his magnificence plegged thes
crevaliers who formed his guard : Tt was fearcd, therefore, that
a sanguinary opposition would be made to any atto’npt upon
his person. The rabble, howgver, hadgbeen uublttorcd against
him from his having restraincd their Qepredations, and Le-
causc they thonght him an apostate in his heot, nﬁw etly bent
upon betrm ing them to the Christians, - While, theré&fore,
,the twd officers made vigilant dl‘posmons to theck any move-
“ment on the part of the soldicry; they les loofelghe blmd futy
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of the populace, by publishing the fatal mandate. Ia a
moment the city was in a ferment, and there was a ferocious
emulation who should be the first to execute the erders of
the caliph. b . .
Abdalasis'was at this time -at # palace in the country not
far froR Seville, commanding a delightful view of the fertile
0

plain the Guadalquivir. Ilither he #ix accustorficd tov
retire frém the tumult of the court, and to pass his time ,
among greves and fountains, and the sweet repose of givdens, |
in the rocicty of Exilona. It was the dawn of *day, the hour
of carly prayer, when the furious*populace arrived.at this
vetreat.  Abdalasis was offering up his orisons in'a small /
mosque which he had erccted for the use ¢f the neighbouring
peasautry.  Exilona was in a chapel in the interior of the
palace, where her confessor, a holy friar, was performing
mass. They were both surpriced at their devofions, and
drageed forth by the bands of the rabble. A few guards,
who attended at the palace, would bave made defenee: but
they were overawed by the sight of the written mandate of
the caliph.
_ The captives were borue in triumph to Seville.  Allddic
Deneficent virtues of Abdalasis were foreotten ; nor had the
charms of Exilona any cffect in softening the hearts of the
populace, The brutal eagerness to shed blood, whiclf-seems
inherent in human nature, was awakened ; and woe-to the
vietims when that eagerness is quickcued by religious hate!
The illustrious couple, adorned with all the graces of youth
and beauty, were hwrried to a seaffold in the great square of
Seville, and there beheaded, amidst the shouts and excerations
of an infatuated multitude. Their bodies were left ex-
posed upon the ground, and wonld have been devoured by
dogs. had they not Been gathered at night by some friendly
hand, and poorly interred in onc of the courts of their late
dwelline . .
Thus terminated the loves and lives of Abdalasis and Exi-
lona. in !l?: year of the Incarnation seven hundred and
fourtcen.  Their names were held sacred as martyrs to the
Christian f:}\ith? but® many read in their untimely fate a
lessoy against arbition aud vain-glory ; having sacrificed real
pewer and substantial rule to the glittering bauble of a

crywn. . « .
The héad of. Abdalasis was cmbalmed, and cnclosed in a



LEGEND OF COUNT JULIAN. 481

-
casket, and sent to Syria to the erucl Sulciman., "}‘Ev nics-
senger who bore it overtook the caliph as he was performing a
pilgrilage to Mecea. Muza was among the courticrs in his
train, having been released from prisgn® On opening the
casleet, and regarding it§ coptents. the eyes of the tyrant

. &parkled with malignant satisfaction.  Calling the unhappy

&ttt to- his grte:  Muza,” said he, “ dost thou kwow this
head?” The veteran redognised the features of hi belovegd
son: Wnd he turned his face away withfmgpish,  *Yes! well
da Ilnow ity” replied he: *and may the curse of’ God light
upon him who has destrefed a’hetter man thi himself.”

L3 )\Viﬂmut adding another word, he retired to Mount Derag,
a prey to divourigg melancholy.  Ile shortly after reecived
tidings of the death of his two sons, whom he had left in

v thg government of’ Western Africa, and who had fallen vie-
tinis to the jealous suspicions of the ealiph.  Hes advanced
age was not prodf against these repeatell blows, and this utter
ruin of his late prosperous family ; and he sank into his grave,
sorrowing and broken-hearted, e '

Such was the lamentable end of the conqueror of Spain;
w ge great achicvements were not sufficient to atone, in the
cye of Jhis sovercign, for a weakness to which all men ambg-
tious ofe renown-are sibjeet 3 and whose triumphs eventually
broufit persceation upon himself, and untimely death upon

* Liis ‘chiflren,

Here ends the logen\i\of' the Subjugation of Spain.

LEGEND «OF COUNT JULIAN
'AND HIS FAMI.L_Y.

Ix the preceding legegds is darkly shadowed out a truep
story of the woes of Spain. It 3v a stosy full of wHoiésome
admonition, rebuking the insolente of human prid8, and the
vanity -of human ambition,’ and showing the futility of all
greatness that is not strongly based en virtife, We have,
seen, in brief .space of time, most of the, adors in this
historic drama disappearing, ouc by ope, ffom %he eccne,
and gatng down, conquero? and conguered,yto gloomy and

“unhonoured graves. It remains@to closethis Q\entﬁd histoey,
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by lmfdufrr up as a signal warning the fate of the traitor,
whose' pcrﬁ(hous scheme of vengeance hrought 1uin on his
native land. .

Many and yarioss are the accounts given in ancient chroui-
cles of the .fortunes of Count Inih:m and his family ;. and
many are the traditions on the sub)oct still extant among the
pupul.l&\ of Spain, and perpetuated in thos~.conntle< 3 mL\ds_
gung byipeasants and muleteers, which spread o singular
charm over the wholc®f this romantie land. .

He who has travelled in Spain in the true vy in which
the country ought to be travdlvd-"muounnng in its remote
provinees ; ramblm'r among the rugeed defiles and sgeluded

ralleys of its mountuins and making himself fauiliar with |
the people in their out-of- the-way hf\mlctq, and rarcly visited
neighbourhoods, will remember many a group of travellers
and muletetrs, gathered of an evening around the deor or the
spaclous hearth of a tountain vonh, wmpn“d n their brown
cloaks, and listening with grave and profound attention to
the loiig historie ballad of some rustir- troubadour, either re-
cited with the true ore rolundo and modulated codences of
Spanish clocution, or chanted to the tinkling of a guitar. "a
this way, he may have heard the doietul end of (‘ount Jiilian
and his family recounted in traditionary ‘thymes, that have
been handed down from generation to 'r('ncrutum Th 4+ par-
ticulars, however, of tho following “11(1 legend ave .chiefly
gathered from the writings of the puando Moor, Rasis= how
far they may be safely taken as histovic facts, it is 1mpose1h](-
now {0 aseertain 3 we must content oursclves, tierefore, with
their answering to the exactions of poeuc Justiee.

As yet oy clvthmf' had prospered with Count Julian. e
had gratified his vengeanee : he had been suecessful in his
treason, and had * a("]un'cd comitless riches from the ruin of
his country. But it is not outward success that constitutes
pmspent) The tree flourishes with fruit and foliage while
blastéa and witherirg at the heart. Wherever he went,
Conut Jwian read hatred ‘in every eve.  The Christians
cursed him as the ecause of “ll their woe: the Moslems des-

Lpised and digtrusted. hin as a fraitor.  Men whispered to-
gether as he approached. and then turned away in scorn : and
muth\\rs snhtel™ awpy their children with horror if he offered
to caress them  Ile withered vnder the exeerations of his
fellow men, J Wl last, and $rorst of all, he began to loathe
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hirieelf. e tricd in vaime to persuade himsclf that fc had
but talien a justifiable vengeance: he felt that no personal -
wrong cdh justify the erime of treason to ome’s eountry.
For a time. he sought in luxurious indulgence 1o soothef or
foract, the miseries of the *mind. e assembled round him
‘everg.nleggure apd gratification that boundless wealt's could
*purchase ; bu in vaine - Ie had no relish for the dainticy
of Iswdoard ; musie had no charm wherewith to Iull his soul,
 and aemorse Jdrove slumber from his pillow. 1le sent to
Ceufa for his wife Frandijm, his daughter Flerinda, aud «his
» Youthffl son Alarbot; hoping in the bosom of his family tg
“find that sympathy and kindness which he could no longer
“mecet with in the world.  Their presence, however, brought
him no alleviation. - I'loviuda. the daughter of his heart, for
whase *sajje he had undertaken this signal vengeance, wase
sinking a victign to its effeets.  Wherever she went, she
found herself a bye-word of shume and reproach. The out-
= rage she had sutfered was imputed to her as wantonness, and
her calumity was magnified into a crime. The Christians
ngver mentioned her name without a curse, and the Moslems,
the sainers by her misfortune, spake of her only by the ap
pellationt of Cavp,%4o vilest epithet they could apply to
WO
But thé, opprobrium of the world was nothing to the up-
Lraidi=® of her own heget.  She charged herself with all tho
miscrics of these disaMgous wars; the deaths of so mauy
gallant cavaliers; the conquest and perdition of her country.
Che anguish of her mind fireyed upon the beauty of her
person. Her eyc, ofce soft and tender in its expression,
beeame wild and haggard; her cheek lost its bloom, and
beeame hollow and pallid; #hd at timesethere was despera-
tion n ber words. When her father sought to embrace
her, she withdrew with shuddering from his arms; for she o
thought of his treason, add thegquin if had broughi upon
Spain. Her wretchedness incresfed after her retgu to her
native country, until it rosc to a gegree of frenzy. One day,
when she was walking with h®r pirens in the garden of their
palace, she entered a tower, and, having barre® the door,
ascended to the battlements. From thencd she?called to
them ix, picrcing accents, gxpressive of hed insupportable
sanguish and desperate determination, ".‘ Letd\is city,” said
she, “be henceforth called Malacea, in mentori¥ of ;the most
Co 2x
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wrettued of women, who thereiy put an end to her days.”
So saying, she threw herself headloug from the towgr, and
was dashed to pieges.  The city, adds the ancient dhronicler,
retcived the'name tnus given it, though afterwards sofiened «
to Malaga, which it still retdns; in memary of the tragical
cnd of Florinda. . P »”

The Countess Frandina abandoned this sc me 6f woe, and
Yeturned' to Centa, agcompanied by her infaut sor.  Sho.took «
with her vhe remhins of her untortunate daughter, and gave «
thew honouradle sepulture in a spausoleum of the chapel
Dbelonging to the citadel.  Count Julian departed forsCartha- .
gena, where he remained plhinged in horror at.this dotefuls
cvent.

About this time, the crucel Suleiman, having destroyed the
Jfamily of Muza, had sentean Arab general, named Alahor, to ¢
succecd Abdalasis asecmir or governor of $pain.  The new
emir was of a cruel and suspicious nature, and commenced
his sway with a stern severity that soon made those under,
his command look back with regret to the casy rule of Abda-
lasis. 1lo regarded, with an eye of distrust, the renegado
(Christians who had aided in the conquest, and whe bore
arms in the service of the Moslems; Gzv his deepest suspi-
cions foll upon Count Julian. * He has been a traiog, to his
own countrymen,” said he; “ how can we be sure that he
will not prove traitor to us>” o '

A sudden inswrrcction of the Cluistiuns who had taken
refuge in the Asturian mountains quickened his suspicions,
and inspired him with fears of some dangerous conspiracy
against %ns power. In the height of his unxicty, he bethought
him of an Arubian sage, named Yuza, who had accompanied
him from Africa. Jhis son of science was withered in form,
and looked as if he had outlived the usual term of wmortal
life. In the course of hix studics and travels in the east, he
had veiected the knowledge and experience of ages; being
skilled in astrology, and, &: is raid, in nceromancy, and pos-
sessing the marvellous gift of propheey or divination. To
this expounder of 1ysterics Afuhor applied, to learn whether

,any sceret treason menaced his safety.

The as.rolof er listened with deep attention and overwhelm-
ing brow to ay, the"surmises angl suspicions of the emir; then
~hut himself  to consult kis books, and commune with those
supernatury intelligences subservient to his wisdom. Atan
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appointed hour, the emiresought him in his ecll. T was
filied with the smoke of perfumes: squares and eireles and
varions fiagrams were described upoun_ the floor: and the
astrologer was Ym‘ingf over a scroli of parchment covered
with eabalistic characters. *He reeeived Alahor with a gloomy
-@nd sinister aspeej: pretending to have discovered fearful
*portents i thﬂeavens, and to have had strange drpams and,
* mystiv: vigians. .
, }“ ()ﬁ-fl?l ‘said l.w, ““he on your guard! *I'reason is aronnd
you,"and in your path: yojw lifeeis in peril. Beware of Count
, Julian dd his family.” o

d Lrfugh,” said the cgir,  « They shall all die!  Parents
and children—all shall die!”

He forthwith”sent 2 summons to Count Julian to attend

“hins it (ordova,  The messenger® found him lunged ine
affliction for thgreeent death of his daughter.  The count
excused himself, on account of this misfortune, from obeying

.the commands of the emir in person, but sent several of hig
adherents. IIis hesitation, and the eircumstance of his
haying sent his family across the straits to Afrien, were con-
strued by the jealous mind of the emir into proofs of guilt.e
e no ®wnger doed his being concerned in the recent
insuigheffons, and that he®had sent his family away, prepa-
ratory to ap attempt, by foree of arms, to subvere the Moslem
ABMmir~ion.  In his fggy. he put to death Sischurto and
Fvan, the nephews of Déghop Oppas, and sons of the former
king, Witiza. suspecting them of taking part in the trenson.
"Bhus did they expiate their tfeachery to their country in the
fatal battle of the Gaudalete.

Alubor next hastened to Carthagena, to seize npon Count
Julian. So rapid were his Movements that the count had
bdrely® time to escape withm'tecn cavalicrs, with whom
he took refuge in the strong eastle of Mareucllo, among the
mountainsof Arragon. The Kuir, raed g being disappointed
of hiy prey, embarked at Carthagdha, and crossed the straits
to Ceuta, to make captives of tRe Countess Frandina and
her son. - * . .

The old chronicle from which we take this Wrt of our,

. legend, presents a gloomy picture of the cquntds ufthe stern
fortress tg which she had fled §or refuge; o pictdge heightened
by supernatural horrors. These datter {lge-‘ £
will admit or reject, according to the meadure

. 2% 2
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and julgment; always remembering, that in dark and eventful
times, like those in qumtmn imvolving the destinices of nations.
the downful of kingdoms, and thc crimes of 1ders and
mighty men, the hahd of fate is sametimes strangely visible,
and confounds the wisdom of the vworldly wise, by intimations
and portents above the ordinary course of ﬂun"\ ‘With this,.
plo\'xso, we make no serupl to “follow the vcner.tbk du'omclor‘
m his niration. . “-. ..

Now sofit hd])pcnod that the Countess an(h,na was seated
late at night in her chamber dn the eitadel of Ceuta, which
stands on a lofty 100k, overlooking the sea.  She was revolv-
g, in gloomy thought, the Ite disasters of ler '‘family,
when she heard a nunu-nﬁﬂ noise, like that of the sea-breeze,
mouning about the castle walls.  Raising her eyes, she be-
held her Lrother. the Bichop Oppas, at the entrapee of the.
chamber.  She advaneed to embrace him, byt he forbade hm'
with & motion of his hand: and she observed that he wa
ghastly pale, and that his eyes glared os with lambent ﬂamcs. .

* Touch mie not, sister.” said he with a mournful voice,
“lest thou be consumed by llu‘ firc which rages within me.
ﬂu'u'd well thy son, for Dlood-hounds are upon his 4 16k
Ilis bmocence might have secured hide the protection of
heaven, hut our crinws have involved him in ourjeommon
ruin.”  Ile ceased to speak, and was no l(m;.,or to be scen.
1lix coming and going were alike without noise, and Jo dour
of the (h.uuhcr remained fast bolted ™’ o

On the following morning, a messenger arrived with tidings
that the Bishop ()pp 18 h.ul heen nmdo prisoner in battle bl,'
the insurgent Christians of the Astwias, and had died in
fetters in a tower of the mountains. The sune messenger
browght word thet the Emir Ajahor had put to death several
of t]u- friends of Count Julizu; had obliged him to diy for
his life to a castle in Arragon, and was «mluul\ln" with a
formidaule foree for Ceuta. .,

: . gy

The Comntess Frandina, ‘as has already been shown. was
of courageous heart, and dynger made her desperate.  There
were fifty Moorish soldicrs™in e garrison: she feared that
they would, prove treacherous, and take part with their coun-
trymwen. »Sumjnoning her officers, therefore, she informed
them of their jlﬂllﬂ‘(‘l' and commanded them to ymt those
Moors to deas 'The guardy sallied forth to obey her orders,
Thirty-five ¢ the Voor~ were in the great square, unsus-
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pidious of any danger, wjen they were scverally singlad out
by thgir cxceutioners, and, at a concerted signal, killed on
the spot® The remaining fifteen took refuge in a tower. They
saw the armada of the emir at a distance, and hoped tg be
ablc to hold out until its asriwl. The soldiers of the countess
o527y it also, and made extraordinary efforts to destroy these
* internal cnemigf, before they should be attacked from with-
- out~ They :ffade repeated attemipts to storm the fower, but
© werg o*en repuld with severe loss. « They ghen under-
mitted it~ supporttng its- foundations by stanchions of wood.
To thest they set fire, find withdrew to a dfstance, keeping
uf§ a dbnstant shower of missiles to prevent the Moors from
sallying forth to ¢xtinguish the flames.  ‘The stanchions were
pdly consumred; and when they gave way the tower fell to
the grognd. Some of the Moors, were crushed among the
ruins; ofhers were flung to a distance, and dashed among the
rocks: those wlo survived were instantly put to the sword,

The ficet of the emir arrived at Ceuta about the hour of
vespers.  He landed, but found the gates closed agaifst him.
Jhe countess herself gpoke to him from a tower, and set him
at gefiance.  The emir immediately Jaid siege to the city.
He comsulted the. astrologer Yuza, who told him that, fdr
sev; vs, his “star would have the aseendant over that of
the vokth Alarbot; but after that time the youth would be

= fo fxeni his power, and would cflect his ruin. '

. Al:wor ilmnedimm,_(' ordered the city to be assailed on
cery side, and at lengé carried it by storm.  The countess

o took refuge with her forees in the citadel, and made a
desperate defence ; put the walls were rapped and mined,
and she saw that all resistance would soon be unavailing.
Her only thoughts now wesg to conccal her child. “ Surcly,”
*said she, * they will not ’:&k of seeking him among the
dead.” She led him, therefbre, into the dark and dismal
chapel. * Thou art noteafraid to be alone in thig darkncss,
ty child #” said she. ° . .

“No, mother,” replied the Joy, ©“darkness ghves silence
and sleep.”™  She conducted, hija tg the tomb of Florinda.
¢ Fearest thou the dead, my child ?”  * No, mbther, the dead
can do no harm.—and what should I fear from My sister >

The countess opened the scpulchres ¢ Risten, my” sop,”
said Se. ¢ There arc fidrce jand orugl pyople who have

,come hither to murder thee.” Stay hedy 1\ company with
. it
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thy sjster, and be quiet as thou dost value thy life!” The
boy, who was of a courageous naturce, did as he was bidden,
" and remained there all that day, and all. the nighteafid the
next day unti] the ‘chjrd hour. .

n the meantime the walls of the citadel were sapped, the
troops of the emir pourcd in at the breach, and a great part
of the garrison was put to the sword. Il countess was'
faken prigoner and brought before the emir. She appearéd -
in his presence with @ haughty demeanosr, as if she nafl been -
a queen receiving homage ; but when he demarded her ton,
she: faltered, aid turned pale, and replied, * My son is with
the dead.” v

“ Countess,” said the .cmir, “ I am not to be deceived
tell me where you have conccaled the boy, ar tortures shall”
wring from you the seeret.” . A
« . Kir,” replied the countess, “ may the greatest whavnts
be my portion, both here and hereafter, if what I speak be
not the truth! My darling child lies huried with the dead.”

The*emir was confounded by the solemnity of her words;
but the withered astrologer, Yuza, who stood by his side
rogarding the countess from hencath his bushed cycbrows,
pereeived trouble in her countenance and equivocation in her
words, “ Leave this matter to me,”, whispered he to ¢hlahor;
« I will produce the child.” o .

He ordercd strict search to be made by the soldiegy, fn?
he obliged the countess to be always present.  'Wher they
came to the chapel, her cheek tw.ned pale and ter Lp
quivered.  * This,” said the subgle astrologer, * is the place
of conccalment,”

The search throughout the chapel, however, was cqually
vain, and the soldiers were about to dcpnr‘t, when Yuza
remarked a slight gleam of joy g the e¥e ofsthe countess.
*“We are leaving our prey w.chind,” thought he; *the
gountess is exulting.” .

. He now called to mind thy, words of her asseveration, that,”
her child cwas with the dqad. Turning suddenly to the

soldiers, he ordered them to jearch the sepulchres. * If you

find him not,” said he, ** drag forth the bones of that wanton

Cava, that tLey may be burnt, and the ashes scattered to the

winds.' ¥ o

‘The soldiers goarched among the tombs, and found-inat of
Flgzinda partly «open,  Within lay the boy in the sound ,
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sleep of childhood, and one of the soldiers took hith pently
in his arms to bear him to ¥he cnr.

Whenethe countess beheld that her child was discovered,
she rushed into the presenge of Alahore fnd, forgetting Ll
her pride, threw herself ujpn her knees before him.

“ Merey ! merey!” cried she, in picrcing accents, “ merey

von Ty sdn—myechly child! O emir! listen to a mother’s
z-or, and # lips shall’kiss thy feet.  As thou arf mercifuls
*1J hineP® may the Most High God hate jnercy ppon thee,

- Q v,
gndskean bleasings on thy head !”

T Bent thet frantic wdman hence,” said -fhe emir, “but
guprd e well.” .

‘he countess was dragged away by the soldiery, without
‘regard to her wtroggles and her eries, and confined in a
duangeon, of the eitadel. .

\Tie child was now bronght to the emir. IIé had beent
awakened by tie tumult, but gazed féarlexdly on the stern
countenances of the soldiers.  Iad the heart of the emir
been capable of pity, it would have been touched by the ten-
der youth and innocent beauty of the child ; but his heart was
35 the nether millstone, and he was hent upon the destruction
of the whole family of Juliam.  Calling to him the astrologes,
he gavg the child into his charge with a seeret command.
The- williered son of the desert took the boy by the hand, and
Tyl hig "up the winding staireaxe of a tower. When they
rg‘ach‘l the summ® Yuza plweed him on the battle-
hients. -

* Cling-not to me, my child,” said he, © there isno danger.”
« Father, 1 fear not,”) said the undaunted boy; “yet it is a
wondrous height!”

The child looked around yith delighted c¢ycs.  The breeze
sblew his curling Iocks frondabout his® fiee, and his cheek
glowed at the boundless prodpect; for the tower wus reared
;upon that lofty promontyy on which Ilercules foupded one
of his pillars.  The surges of tiyesca sere heard far below
beating upon the recks, the seif-gull sereamed and wheeled
gbout the foundations of the tjwer, and the sails of lofty
¢araccas were as mere specks on the ‘besom of the deep. ‘

* Dost thou-know yonder land beyond the Wope water 2?
said Yuza. , ’ ro,

* It Spain,” replied the'boy; it s ﬂ{e 1\ud of my father
and my mother.” g ‘ '
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 «hen stroteh forth thy hands and bless it, my child,” nid
, the astrologer. . '

"“The boy let go his hold of the wall, and, as he strétched
forth his hands, thes aged son gf Ishmacl, exerting all the
strength of his withercd limbs, ¢udgenly pushed Lim over the
battlements. He fell headlong from the top of that tall tower,
#nd not a bone in his tender frame bhut was' cyshed 'upon't}xc'.
rocks beneath. LI

Alahor eanfe torthé foot of the windiy stairs.

“ Is the boy safe?” eried he. . . s
"€ He is safe,” replicd Yuza; “come and behdld the truth
With thine own eyes.” ‘o
The emir ascended the tower and looked over the battq'c.
ments, and beheld the body of the child, a shapeless mass, o
the rocks fyr below, and the sen gulls hovering abou it ; .';':;;(15
hé gave orders that it should be thrown into the ¥, -wni
was done. 4
On ghe following morning, the countess was led forth from
her dungeon into the public squarc.  She knew of the death
of her child, and that her own death was at hand ; but she
*qeither wept nor supplicated.  IIer hair was dishevelled, hek
%)‘Eb were haggard with watching, and hex cheek weg as the
monumental stone ; but there were-the remains of command-
ing beauty in her countenance ; and the majesty of Yol ze-
sence awed even the rabble into rospogz e A

A multitude of Christian prisondd& were then Jought
forth ; and Alahor cricd out—* Behiold the wife of Cownt
Julinn; behold ouce of that traitorous family which has,
brought ruin upon yoursclves and upon your country:”  And
he ordered that they should stone her to death.  But the
Chridtians drew back with horrpr from the decd, and said—
« In the hand of God is wngc?zc, let not her blood be upon
our heads.” Upon thix the exfir swore, with horrid impreca-
“ions, that whoever of the captivesrefused should bimself be
stoned to death. Sorthe efiel order was executed, and tke
Countess Frandina perished by the hands of her conutrymen. *
Having thus accoinplished fis_barbarous errand, the emir
~embarked for Spain, ahd ordered the citadel of Ceuta to be sct
on fire, ana cressed the straits at night by «the light of its
towering flames .

The death of Tount Julian, which took place not log after,
closed th trap.€ sior; of his'family. Iew be died remains,. .
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involved in doubt. Some asgert that the eruel Alahot prsued
him tos his retreat among the mountainsyand, having taken
him prisdner, beheaded him; others that the Mours confined
him in a dungeon, ant put ln end te his life with lingenng
torments; while others affiem *that the tower of the castle of
i’\Iar"ucllp ncar Hjiesca, in Arragon, in which he took refuge,
*fejl .on him age crushed, him to pieces. All agree that his

lazfer end - «Smiserable in the extreme, and his (lc'\th violcute
“Che . fuse of Ilcave en, which bad thus pursucd him to the
grave, v Qx oxtenddd to the vevy place which lmd given him
shelter? for fe are told that the eastle is no l(m‘r('l mh.xbih-d
omaccbunt. of the_strange and horrible noises that are heard
in it: and that vidions of armed men are seen above it in the

sair; which ard supposed to be the troubled spirits of the
apo. tut~ Christians who favoured the eause of the traitor.

In after times a stone sepulehre was,shown, outside of thé
chapel of the eastle, as the tomb of Count Julian: but the
traveller and the pilgrim avoided it, or bestowed upgn it a
malediction; and the name of Julian has remained a bye-word
#nd a scorn in the land for the warning of all gencrations.
Suck ever be the Yot of him who betrays lns country !

Ierg, nd the lc;,onds of the conquest of Spain.
-~ f

e ' rb‘(en wn the Athambra, June 10, 1829,

. NOTE TO THE PRECEDING LEGEND.

Tl licenciado Ardevines (Lib. ii. cap. 8) dize que dichos

Duendos caseros, o los del aire, hazen aparacer cxereitos y
releas, como lo que se cued ta por tradjeion (y aun algunos

persdbnas lo deponen como -stigas de’vista) 'de la torre y
castello de \qu(.nc]\o, lugar al*pic de las m()ntuu.u- de Aragon
(gora inhabitable, por las ,,umd' s v espantables ru‘dos que en
¢l se oyen), donde se retraxo ol Conde Pon Julian, causa de la
per dicion dc Espaiia; sobre el q el eastillo, deze: sé ven en el
aire clertas visiones, como de nddadm que el vulgo dizc son
los cavalleros y gente que le fuvoreeian,

Vide * ¥l Ente Dislueidado, por Fray An‘onio, de Fuenta-
lapena, capuchin,” seccion 3, subsc'caon ’5 instaricia 8,
nund 614,

As readers unversed in the Spanish langtmg:e mt.y wisa to

L



492 THE CONQUEST OF SPAIN.

ot ! ' [N
knovAthe testimony of the worthyand diserect capuchin friar,
Antonio de Fucntaliipeiia, we subjoin a translation of it.

“The licentiate Ardevines (Book ii. chap. 8) says that the
gaid house fiiries (8r familiar dpirits), or those of the,air,
cause the apparitions of armics #hd battles; such as those
which are related in tradition, {and some persons even dépeser,
to the truth of them as eyc-witnesses) of thefown and cosfle
8f Marcuello, a fortress at the foot of the miv -#nins’ of
Arragon (#t preseht uninhabitable, on acgount of the orcut
and, frightful nejscs heard in it}, the place of retreat Lf Count
Don Julian, the ‘cause of the perdition of Spain. Tt 4s said -

at certain apparitions of soldiers are scen in the air, "which
the vulgar say arc thosc of the courticrs and the people who
aided him.” , ‘ .

THE END.
9
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1OXDON : PRYTED BY HARRINON AND 80N, ST. MARTIN'S LANE.
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