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FANNY FITZ-YORK,

CHAPD. L

B NFVOI ENUE—USURPATION==A LITERARY
MORS] L=—=AND UNWELCOME VISITORS.

LLADY ANN could not have found a more
fit person to sccond her benevolent plans than.
Mr. Strickland; for, added to her own
goodness of hcart, and liberality of senti-
tient, his mercantile concerns gave him an-*
opportunity of more useful and essential
service, than could have arisen from mere
rank or property. The stranger, undersuch -
patrenage, might become a useful meniber
of the commonwealth, and make amends to
society for violating her rights, and tram, ling
Ypon ibe laws which guard them ; under
© oL, L B ’
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such protection, every good propensity would
be nurtured, and human frailty delivered
from the evils of temptation.

. The worthy merchant concluded a dis-
course fraught with benevolence, with a
strict charge respecting the health of his
protegée, and an assurance of useful employ-
ment, when that was established. As the
young man was rising to take leave, Lady
Milford and Fanny entered the room. Her
Ladyship started—Fanny blushed—and the
cause of their emotion, staggering under
the combined effects of surprise, shame, and
remaining weakness, would have fallen to
the ground, had he not caught hold of the
chair from which he had just risen.

The Countess having attentively perused
“the countenances of the assembled group
with a greatness of mind becoming her s
and situation, thus addressed the culprit :—
“ Young man, from me you have nothin:
to fear. I read in your tell-tale countenanc
contrition for the past, and I anticipate tl
rWards; a return to virtue cannot tail -
~roduce in 2 mind sensibly alive to form
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* intended plans, may strengthen your forti.
tude, and enable you to defeat cunning and
itratagem, aided by those powerful auxilia-
ries, ambition and a love of power.” :
* «]am fully aware,” replied Lord Moseley,

¥ of the plans in agitation, and should have

_avoided the party altogether, had I appre-

- hended any relaxation of that firmness which

i has hitherto been proof against the attacks
of the Earl of Milford, and my Lord Mount-
castle.  But it requires stronger arguments
than any hitherto used, to convince my reason

| against the evidence of facts, which, in
themselves, carry demonstration,”
¢ Reason and argument, my dear George,”
gsaid the Countess laughing, ¢ are weapons
tiscldom used by either of the noble lords in

opjuestion. Positive assertion, delivered in a

s high tone, is the substitute for one—and

rasophistry for the other. Sound reason and

patleep discussion are at present on the other
of side ; and if they did not think you possessed

50 of strong oratorical powers, believe me, they

Ypwould let you sink into oblivion, if that were
\ “wur wish, It is not a single vote they wante,
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these a minister can always command fron
the imbecile tools whose intellects are beloy
the common standard of men—but a perso|
who can support their tottering administr
tion with real ability in the house ; and whq
reported speeches may dazzle and confou'?
the multitude, and make them believe *{*
war is necessary, and starvation no evil.‘-"
Lord Moseley’s attachment to his lovi
'cousin was now become so obvious, t!
Lady Ann cautioned him, through 1,
medium of Lady Milford, against encc},
raging it by the frequency of his visits ; by
her Ladyship, far from agreeing with hc:
‘sister-in-law on the necessity of separatin
the young couple, thought the union wouly
be a desirable family arrangement ; < ar
though’ she continued, ¢ Fanny does n¢
possess much worldly wealth—she is giftc
with mental attainments beyond the gen'l
‘rality of her sex, and these are amply equ
valent to the riches which will one day cer:
tre in Moseley.”
This sort of reasoning was lost upon tI'
. mother of Fanny. She felt too much jy
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sdignation at the illiberal behaviour of her
tindred, to suffer a daughter of Fitz-York to
;2come more nearly connected thh them, .
gien had Fanny’s 1nclmat10ns pomted that

f 3y; that they did not, was matter of con-

« ation—for her child's happiness was very
avar the mother’s heart, and would have
"henived no check from parental authoﬁ;j',
| hase theone in question. 'Want of rank or

' of hes, where the object appeared worthy,
caould have involved no impediment; for
thery day’s experience convinced her, that the
-arst failed to make people amiable, and that

. he latter was often concomitant with vulga-

, rity and meanness. Lady Ann fancied, in the
geearly part of their acquaintance, that M.
m‘»/[oseley would have been the object of
opf fanny’s preference; and he was, as far as
s prer knowledge of him extended, unexcep-
rageionable; but though he frequently joined
Pat,(hell‘ parties, and was as assiduous as ever ;
of ;the young lady received him with such un-
50 Cembarrassed good humour, and treated him
apx#0 like a favourite brother, that a more ten-
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der attachment seemed little likely to tak?®
place.

On the day which involved Mrs. Stoke™
in such merited disgrace, her messenger an 1S
confidential friend returned from a successfith
expedition. At least, so far successtul, th: 2
he brought a good-looking, but very cons
quential young man, whom he chose to calid
Frederick Leigh, but who, in fact, was aT
nephew of his own. He had been on the”
Continent in the capacity of valet ; and by~
the help of a good memory, and a tolerable -
address, had acquired an easy impudence_d'
which, with his uncle, and people of the®
same description, passed for polished cle-f
gance and fashionable manners. -

Brierly left London with a determination 1
to prosecute his search faithfully and dili-
gently; but Tom Smith accidentally crose-'Y
ing his path, proved a source of temptatic¥3S
too great for his small stock of virtue nph
withstand—and, for the first time, he argu who
on the improbability of finding the sor .back_
Ms. Stokes, with no better cluc thanoided,
own ingenuity, and the flattered portrai
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child ; probably unlike at the time—but
>w from length of years—diseases incident
» youth, and casualties, perhaps, totally dis-
milar.  'With arguments like these, he re:
nciled his mind to the imposition ; and
ought, if money could be obtained from
ederick Grosvenor's executors, therewould
2 no great harm in sharing it.

Full of this scheme, he spent the week,
1at ought to have been employed in re-
earch, in fully explaining to, and instructing
‘om Smith, in the fundamentals necessary
» the imposition; not omitting his signa-
ire to a2 moiety of whatever should be
btained through their joint industry. Mrs. .
itokes’ imprisonment was rather matter of
by than surprise, for he had pretty well read
2r character ; and her share in the nefarious
-ansaction, convinced him more fully, that

! would hesitate at no means to further

alans ; and, by giving bail on the morrow,
c10uld lay her under unreturnable obliga-
tl His first business, the succeeding day,
ory wait upon her with a face of con-
Snent, and a tongue of hypocricy; for .

B3
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Brierly could * smile, and smile, and be
villain.”

Tom Smith, as we shall, for some tim:
cail him Frederick Leigh, accompanied hi
Preceptor to the place of captivity ; and wi
well-acted grimace, played the part of
dutiful and an affectionate son.

Mrs. Stokes had recourse to her ol
manceuvre, a fainting fit; because no othe
means could so effectually set forth her ex
treme sensibility ; and to have been other
wise than affected at the recovery of her long
lost— of ten-deplored—and almost despairer
of, Frederick, would have shewn a.degre

- of vulgar indelicacy, quite incompatible wit!
the character she was ambitious of acquiring

Brierly's principles were well known, anc
appreciated in the vicinity of Bow-street
but being an housekeeper, and nominal
following a respectable profession, his bail
received—Mrs. Stokes carried off in triur

" —and joyfully welcomed by her nieces ; ©©
drcaded nothing so much as being sent - k&
intgDevonshire, a measure not to be avied,
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if their aunt’s confinement was morc than
temporary. '

"The conversation now turned upon her
dear Frederick’s adventures, and the striking
resemblance he bore to his late noble father.
The former were as completely romantic,
as a fertile imagination, aided by no common
assurance, could make them ; and, at every
review of the latter, Brierly smiled, and
declared it a favourable omen; as it would
prevent every suspicion of imposture, and
validate the young gentleman’s claims be-
yond controversy.

The traveller, in relating his history, took
the happy medium between independence
and servitude; for, unable to substantiate
his claims to fortune, he was equally averse
to owning the degradation of a livery.
Accordingly, we find him the travelling
companion of Lord Portman ; the identical
nobleman, whose hair ke condercended to
comb; and who gratefully acknowledged
that nobody understood the tie of a cravar,
or could negotiate an intrigue, eqral to Tom
Smith.
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As no time was to be lost, in making
provision for the five hundred pounds, allow-
ing it was proved to have been in her pos-
session; Mrs. Stokes thought it expedient to
-prosecute her attack upon the Earl of
Milford without delay. But as her last letter
lay unanswered, and they heard nothing
further from Mr. Archer, she determined
to try the effect of a personal application,
accompanied by the elegant youth, whose
prepossessing figure, and fashionable man-
ners, could not fail, she said, of making a
favourable impression upon his uncle, and
would quite captivate his aunts, if their high
.mightinesses would condescend to give them
the meeting. Of this, Mrs. Stokes had her
doubts; but that nothing might be left
undone, to forward so desirable an event,
she wrote two similar letters, and sent a
porter to Berkeley Square, with orders to
bring an answer from Lady Mountcastle,
and to learn the residence of Lady Ann
Fitz-York.

Lord Milford had called upon his brother
peer, to confer upon the means most likely
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to subdue George's stubbornness, (as he
pleased to call it,) but found the family still
assembled at their morning repast ; and ere
the two statesinen could retire, an ili-folded
letter, with a worse spelt direction, but a
blazing seal, was handed on a splendid salver,
by the gentleman in waiting to Lady Mount-
castle.

First appearances are frequently decisive,
trom *“ the human face divine,” to the mere
cnvelope which contains the effusions of
human intellect. Beauty and proportion, are
letters of recommendation, whether applied
to living, or inanimate, objects; and as Flan-
nah Stokes’ note exhibited 'neither one nor
the other, disgust was the only sensation
visible upon the countenance of Lady Mount-
castle.

The man still held the waiter, on which
lay the unfortunate epistle ;~—his Lady turned
her eyes from the innocent object of her
dislike, to her Lord—her brother—and her
offspring ; the two former appeared insensi-
ble to her mortification; but Moseley .and
his sister, as soon as their Lady Mother’s
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observation was withdrawn, could, with
difficulty, conceal their risibility. At length
the bearer, in a somewhat hesitating man-
ner, ventured to turn the paper, and dis-
played a handsome coat of arms, impressed
upon the best Dutch sealing wax, and that
not melted with a sparing hand.

"This proved corroborative of what I before
advanced, respecting appearances ; and de-
cided Lady Mountcastle's plan of operation.
The letter was opened without again revert-
ing to the dircction ; but her Ladyship’s
first view of that arouzed, placid, cool in-
differcnce, compared to the rage which flashed
from her eyes, when the fatal contents be-
came kiown.

Passion—insulted pride—oflended dignity
—and mortified vanity, caused such a variety
of emotions, though all tending to the same
point, that speech, at first denied, returned
with’inc,reased strength, from the momen-
tary suspension; and Hannah Stokes’ name
was repeated with a loudness and asperity,
that startled her hearers.

“ Hannah Stokes!” repeated Lord Mil-
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ford, with mortified recollection. * And
pray who is Hannah Stokes?’ enquired
Lord Mountcastle.  ‘“ A soi-disant letter-
writer,” said his Lady, whom the Sunday
schools have educated, on purpose, I believe,
to torment me. I do not see to what end
such people are taught to read and write at
all; and if I were the Regent, Bell and
Lancaster should be sent out of the country
as public evils, rather than encouraged to
propagate knowledge amongst a class of
society, who are much happier in their
ignorance.’

“ I suppose that impudent woman’s letter
is on the old subject?” observed Lord
Milford.

“ Yes! but with added provocation, for
she now threatens your Lordship with an
interview, accompanied by her booby brat.
But read it Moseley, if you can decypher
her vile scrawl, for the bare atfempt would
choak me, George, smiling, obeyed, and
with scarcely-suppressed laughter, read as
follows :—
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- Mi ladi,

i Did misclf The onner Of riting to
lord milford sum Time agoe. Tho he was
not Pullite enuf To notis it "To mee, he prob-
babli hinformed Your ladiship of the Patick-
lers. mi son his arived, and too morrow
mornin at 12 O clok i shal ave the onner In
person of bintrodoocing im too is Nobel
Hunkle, & also your ladiship & ladi An fits
Yorke, if you condesend To give hus the
Meetin.  frederick his An Hellegant and
accomplishd Yooth, an Wil, as i before Tould
is Hunkle, doo Creddit To anny Happoint-
ment, owever Heclevated you May Think
propper To proccure for im ; But If parshal-
lity does not misleed me, i think "The dipplo-
matick line Best Socoted To is Tallents;
owever That i Iceve intierly to Mi lord &
Your ladiships. 1 shud not thus ave Trass-
past Uppon Y ladiships Time, But from a
Conshusness that mi Tallents ar more con-
speckuus In riting than speekin, i ham like
the greet haddison In That respect, hoo Yr
ladiship Remember atempted To speek In the
ouse Of comons, But cud not make hout a
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Single centense. Yr ladiship need not Trubble
yr self To hinform ladi An fits Yorke Of The
meetin, For iaveritten to her ladiship By the
Same Mesinger And remane dear maddam
Y ladiships sincearly Devoted
frend & Servent

Hannah Siokes.”’
South Hamton St

March th 21st 1812,

¢ Quite Addisonian,” continued George
folding up the letter ; *¢ but I hope she does
hersclf justice, for if her conversible powers
equal her epistolary ones, your Lordship will
be borne down by a torrent of eloquence
irresistible.”

« It may prove a torrent of impertinence
and presumption that will sweep away even
the appearance, or forbearance, of good
manners :” replied the Earl; « for it her
discourse bear upon diplomacy, I shall laugh
in her face; and if she insist upon our own-
ing the lad, I shall order my servants to
turn them beth out of doors. I would re-
fuse to see the woman ; but that there ap-
pears a persevering impudence about her,
that nothing short of a decisive interview
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can disarm. As to her pretended claims upon
Frederick’s estate, those my lawyer has un-
der contemplation, and I doubt not they will
‘prove as nugatory as her son’s pretensions to
genius or talent.”

“ Does your Ladyship mezan to be of the
party * asked Lord Moseley.

Mortification had hitherto 'kept Lady
Mountcastle silent, —a circumstance not
very usual,—bur the mention of her joining
a party which irvolved Hannah Stukes, roused
her cholet, and, with  more than her accus-
tomed haughtiness, she replied,

¢ The question answers itself. In such
society Lady Mountcastle cainot be seen ;
and, but that T know the thougfitless levity
.of your maaner, I should feel indignant at
the bare surmise. From Hannah Stokes it
might be expected, because her ignorance
and impudence are upon a level ; but Lord
Moseley could never suspect his mother of
such a degradation. Ring the bell, and en-
quire if her messenger waits.” . ’

The servant replied in the affirmative, and

that he was ordered to wait for an answer.
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¢ Then order him from me," replied her
Ladyship,  to take back the letter, and szy,
there is none other requir.

Mrs. Stokes, nothing daunted by the rude-
ness of Lady Mountcastle, or the more gen-
tlewoman-like refusal of Lady Ann, went to
Milford-house, accompanied by her supposed
son and Brierly, and was iustamly shewn
into the Earl's library ; who, had also sum.
moned /zs man of business, rather to wit.
ness the conversation, than to decide upon
the legality of Mrs. Stokes’ claim, with which
he determined not to interfere, but let the
law take its course.

Mrs. Stokes, 1 think I have before observ-
ed, felt her own littleness in the company of
her superiors. The dignified person of Lord
Milford, and the haughty stateliness with
which he sat to receive her, made her shrink
into nothing; and caused a sensation or de-
sire, that some friendly intervention would
hide him from her view, or that she had
never embarked in an undertaking, which
subjected her to the pain and mortification
his presence inspired,
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Frederick Gfosvenor, alias Tom Smith,
-had a bold eflrontery in his manner, a self-
.possession, which, in the presence of those
‘gréatly his superiors in birth and education,
but of milder and more timid habits, cloaked
his native meanness, and passed for ease and
knowledge of the world. But Lord Milford's
austere demeanor, and a consciousness of his
elevated rank, converted the naturally con-
fident stare into a look of sheepishness; his
eyes, usually elevated above their natural
level, appeared to be contemplating the
figures on a beautiful Brussel's carpet; and
his limbs, designed by the great modeller
to represent ease, now assumed an uncouth
awkwardness, and either dangled by his side,
or shrunk from the support of a body,
usually elastic and erect, '

_The Attorney, originally possessing nei-
ther case nor elegance, was the least trans-
formed of . the party. For having ostensibly
no inferest in the meeting, cunningly pre-
vented his shewing any in the result; sB
that the only difference perceptiblé in him,
was a bow of servility, that nearly touched



FANNY rrrz-vonx 21

the ground and a sycophanuc smlle, whxch
imposed upon nobody but hirmself. -

For several moments, which seemed an.
age to the new comers, a determined silenice:
prevailed; at length Mrs. Stokes ventured
to stammer out her son's name, and to hope
his Lordship would receive him as a descend-
ant of the late [Honourable Mr. Grosvenor.

« I have received you both,” - replied his
Lordship, * against my will; but if your
hopes point further, they are destined to
meet disappointment.—The Honourable Mr.
Grosvenor might or might not be the father
of your child; I dare say you have no cer-
tainty to fix upon; but suppose he were,
have you the presumption to think our no-
ble family will contaminate itself, by Qubhcly
acknowledging a base-born progeny ?"* As'to
your pretended claims upon the lite ‘Mr,
Grosvenor’s property, if they ‘are legally
proved, they will be allowed; though you
must give me leave to observe, you have no
credulous fools to dupe with a well-told tale
or a bond forged for the purpose.”—

“ Forged, my Lord I"—
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“ Yes!—You have doubtless heard of such
thmgs, and theory may have produced prac.
tice,. 'We shall, at-any 'rate, act as if we

“were assured of it, till proof, more positive
than mere assertion, convince us to the con-
trary.”—

“ My Lord,” replied the subtle Brierly,
¢ 1 beg pardon for interrupting your Lord-
ship; but give me leave to observe, that
Mrs. Stokes, my client, is a lady well known
in the circles of fashion, in the neighbout-
hood where she resides ; and as much above
the action your Lordship alludes to, as in-
capable, by sex and situation, of putting it

.in practice.” ‘

The Attorney’s defence, short as it .was,
infused courage into the minds of Mrs. Stokes
and the young man. The latter thought it
incumbent upon him to advance something
in defence of his supposed mother, and

't,herefdrs took up the discourse where Bri-
erly dropped it. “ Yes, my Lord! I take
upon me to say, that my mother—the lady
of Major Stokes—is as much above an act of
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meanness, and as mmpable of 1mposmg upon
your Lordship as [ am— ¢ '

“ There I give you full credit.” You are"
alike incapable, and by the same rule of ar-
gument, equally objects of suspicion. Thé
actions of one, will be the actions of both ;
and what the mother does, the son and his
agent will doubtless justify.”

“ We must be Jusnﬁed my Lord,” voci-
ferated Mrs. Stokes, * in a court of law,’ 1_f
your Lordship will not allow mine and my
dear Frederick’s claims, without having re-
course to those means. My friend, Mr. Bri- "
erly, whom I brought as an amicable medi-
ator, will, if we are forced to the méasure,
see us righted, and convince your Lordship,
when too late, that an accomimodation is less
expensive than a law suit.”

Mr. Archer, the Earl’s solicitor, had hither.
to remained silent. Unfortunately for Mrs.
Stokes, he was present during the whole of
her examination in Bow-street, and when
she had finished her last well-turned period,
thus dddressed her. ¢ Mrs. Stokes, had not
you better settle the cause wherein you are
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defendant, ere you embark in another with
the same family as plaintiff?”, |
¢ What mean you " _
. ¢ I mean, that Lady Milford’s claims, in
the case of robbery, for which you were
axrangued at Bow-street, should be answered,
before you attack her Lord, or you may find
ingpediments and difficulties, . even your
friend Mr. Brierly cannot help you out of.
My Lord, you look amazed; but this lady
appeared yesterday before,Mr. G——, if not
as the actual culprit, at least as being a re-
ceiver of the property, feloniously stolen
from Lady Milford some weeks back. Her
Ladyship, from misplaced tenderness and
compasslon, refused to prosecute, on condi-
tion that the property be refunded; this has
pprtlally been complied with; but there yet
remains a five hundred pound bank note
unaccounted for, which, if the truth were
known, Mrs. Stokes retains to carry on her
suit against your Lordship, that she may
fight you with your own weapons.” .
. This, detail was a5 unwelcome as unex-
pected. The mortification of .a public expq-
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sure—to be arraigned for the perpetration
of a crime she never lad even‘in contempla-
tion, aided by the consciousriess of her cul-
pability, as actual possessor of property so
acquired, too much oceupied her fhoughts’
at the time for names ortitles to make any
impression; otherwise, it is highly probable,
ITannah Stokes would not have had temeﬁty
chough to enter the house of a person, be-
tween whom and herself there could be ho
reciprocity, either*of feeling or interest.
Bricrly, seeing his client unprepared for an
immediate reply, tock up the discourse.
“ The bill in question will be:proved ' never
to have ‘been in the possession of Mrs.
Stokes; no jury would give it against her,
upon mere presumption, because that would
be entirely in her favour; for after a purse
has been in the hands of an highwayman,
he must have a convenient consciénce, in-
deed, who would .swear to the -contents,
when found upon'i third person.”

Mrs. Stokes thought her liwyer‘an oracle;
and was preparing to second him; when the
Farl requested hLis solicifor t6 beg Lady

voL. Il c
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Milford’s attendance. , Her Ladyshxp was at
that moment in earnest and _confidential dis-
course with Mr. Stuctlmd .the business in
question formed part of it, and the messen-
ger no sooner mentioned Mrs. Stokes and
her Son Frederick Leigh, than he yielded to,
her Ladyship's salicitations, and accompanied
hef to the library.

When they were seated, Lady Milford,
with her usual urbanity, requested the
strangers to sit likewisc’; but a look from
her Lord, repulsively petrifying, completely
counteracted the good-humoured invitation,
and the abashed trio retained their humilia-
ting position.

" Lady Milford,” exclaimed the Earl, in
a tone little less commending than that
in which he addressed- his menials, ¢ this
person— Mistress Stokes, I think she calls
herself, has been, or is in possession of, the
valuables you were robbed of. Although
you refused to acknowledge the amount .of
your loss, when wé heretofore canvassed thte
snbject; I now insist, as a means of recqyer-
ing them, that _you explicitly confess the
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number and value of the bills, you so im.
prudently committed to the safety of a silken
bag ; not mappos1tely called a redicule, to
denominate the light in which we should
view the wearer of such a preposterous
apology.”

“ I agree with your Lordship, once in gy
life, that redicules are ridiculous things ; that
nothing but absurdity planned them, or
sanctions their use; but, as you have not
unfrequently condemned what you are
pleased to call my singularities, I thought
you would, at least, have given me credit
for conformity in this instance. ~With re-
spect totheconfession your Lordship requires ;
I cannot be cortect, cither in the number pr
value of the smaller bills; but one of five
hundred pounds, I can safely refer to; and
as the others were comparatively inconse-
quential, I shall not, unavailingly, tax my
memory, or subject the present possessor to
inconvenience from error or mistake.”

A silence followed Lady Milfords decla-
ration, which was interrupted by Mr. Strict-
land enquiring if the young man was Mrs,

c 2
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St,pkes s son? To w]:nch shg answe;l ed in the
affirmative.— ¢ Your pnly son v <

8 Yes! my only son, FJ derlck Lelgh
,thef sole. desceqdant of thq lite honouraBle
Mr.,, Grosyenor ; and a young man whom his
father’s relatxons mlght be proud to’ acknow-.
Jedge, ‘He has been the tour of ( ctihany
-and -ltaly, as gompamon, and con dentlal
friend, to, Lord Portman who, 1 have no
doubt, will use his mterest, either to brme;
him into the house, or'to have him senf. out
in a diplomatic, capacity ;. for which the
young man has talents, though I, his mother,
say it, that will reflect honour on hli patrons,
-and the country which gave him birth,”

An emphatic, ¢ Pshaw !’ from Lord Mil-
ford, put a stop to Mrs. Stokes’s harangue,
or there is no foreseeing whither ambition
would have carried her. The Treasury
Bench would scarcely. have bounded her
hopes, S0 soaring was her genius, when en-
gaged upon a favouru:e - topic ; and Mr. Strict-
land’s quesuon, avowedly made as{though
he had an mterest in the answer ; ‘prodiiced
an artificial cfurage, wluch for the moment,
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made her forget her own msngmﬂcance, and¥
also that, in the presence of Lor&s and Ladies,

folks of plebelan mould should safcely ven-
ture to tlnnk or open their lips to inhale

the common air; much less presume to

utter expressions, for which there wis” no

precedent in her own experience.

The Privy Counsellor’sintérjection—which
his Lady thought a rude interruption to the
excusable eulogium of a partial mother; she
endeavoured to soften by a good-humoured
smile ; at the same time observing, * thit
Mr. Leigh might be rendered an honourable
member of society, and essentially serve
his country, without having a seat as its,
representative at home, or a delegation
abroad ; and that if he really possessed those
talents ascribed to him, she hoped Lord Mil-
ford, for the sake of his late brother, would
place him in a situation, where they would
be usefully and profitably employed.”

The Earl seldom listened to advice—never
from a woman—and this was, of all others,
the most repugnant to his feelings. With
a look of much asperity, he replied, ¢ Lady -
Milford, your company was’ not requested
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“as an adviser or mediator, but simply to
answer a question; that done, you: have
liberty to retire. When we want your

counsel, you will have due notice ; till when,

\I would recommend tac1turmty and reserve,
as ‘most beﬁttmg your sex and statlon. As
10 'these people, who have unaccountably
intruded themselves into our habitation, and
maliciously robbed us of our leisure, I hope
;hey will be contented with the present, mis-
chief,  Time is of no comparauve valug ,to
them; to us, its worth is incalculable, and
cannot be wasted in listening to every inter-
Joper who chooses to fancy he has a claim

. upon our leisure, or our patience.”

The trio, who found nothmg was to be ex-
pected from negotiation, retired, with looks
more mortified and sheepish, if possible,
than those with which they entered. Lady
Milford, and her worthy friend, also left the
room, when he communicated his motives
for-questioning Mrs, Stokes; and also entered
into a detaxl which astonished the Countess, .
and filled her with added reverence for the
characters of Lady Ann, and the benevolent
relater.
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CHAP. II,

POLITICAL CHARACTERS—THE MYSTERY
EXPLAINED~—SCHEMES TO RAISE MONEY~-»
AND A MATRIMONIAL DIFFERENCE.

Tre dinner assemblage, at Milford House,
consisted of all the ministerial party, apd
several mémbers of both houses, whose
opinions were conveniently coincident. The
greater part of them were strangers to Lord
Moseley, but chose, courtier-like, to profess
as much good will, and to have his interest’
as much at heart, as though ties of blood,
or those nearer ones of friendship, and reci-
procity of sentiment, united them. But
George was not to be decoyed by such flimsy,
chaff-like manceuvres; they rather helped to
retard, than forward the schemes in agitation ;
whilst a contrary conduct ‘might have de-
ceived him into a hope, that sincerity was

at least professed, though the reality might
be doubtful.
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% One noble Lord gave,] him hopes of a share
in the administration ;—another,. x;'! Jess
eloquently, complimented him on his talents
for negotiation, and wished we had sucha
minister in Amenca. -A third would trumpet
fqrth his merit at Carltod House; and de-
clayed the Regent such an absolute judge of
talent ‘and on all occasions so ready to appre-
qxate it, that he had no doubt of his super-

that stubborn and inflexible politician,
whose only merit was consistency, and the
lustre of that was diminished, by his con-
stant support of a weak cause.
¢ Now we are on this subject,” con-
tinued the noble speaker, ¢ how shall we
account for the contradiction in that man’s
character ? ' I have just now called him stub-
born and inflexible—and so he is, and always
has been, to pur overtures; yet, in private
life, he is the least so of any man in exis-
tence, Pliability there, characterizes him-
even to a fault, and to the great detriment,
of all his dependants; for he has not firm- .
ness enough to refuse a supplication; though
refusal ﬂ&vouldagbe mercy, compared to the



PANNY !'rrz-von‘x 33

bitter ‘disappointment in store “for* those,*
whose™ petitions or requests are fm‘goﬁeh'
the moment his woird is*passed to assist or
relieve them.” Much more discourse, gene:'
rally, to S<—-n’s disad:vantage, resulted from
this observation, but as it is no way relevant
to the *object of the present meetmg, we
shall return to the attack.

- One right honourable commoner del':’]aqed-
they wanted just such an orator in the lower”
house; and that no inducement should”be
withheld; if he 'would join' their cause. Ano-
ther hcnourable member, but‘who was ina"
fair way of btecoming right honoiirible,
said, % youthful speakers, with your Lord-
ship’s person and deportment, even when’
their abilities rank™ below ‘mediocrity, are’
highly imposing ; but when" joined to great’
oratorical powers, must be fhvincible—and
if 'your Lordship will condescend to Jom‘nur :
phatahx, we ‘shialt not shrink; ‘as we- sorfie-
times feelingly do, when a Whitbread-=4’
Romilly—a Brougham-—a Tierney—a She-’
ridan--<a Burdett;. run the ‘thanges updrf
sinecures, Teversions, or reforﬁ'? because We

c3s X
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' shiould " feet a conﬁdenoe in your pov@(ers ;
éértamty of some rational reply—-—so l'd
argument, which, I' am sorry to say, we
frequent‘)" feel the want of.”

"“«'Aye!l Il be d——nd if we don’t” echoed
the member for Sussex. * The ‘opposition
are’so c——--ed queer, they laugh at all our ar-
guments, and once called the question durmg
6n;; Qf my best speeches.” ¢ That was very
hfi‘é ¥Jack,” replied Mr, C., * they might
hits ﬁ%d patience to hear you out, for you
seldom trouble the house long.”

"« Another time they called me to order
for just slipping out an oath—when' I'll be

' ¢——ed if I could help it, they were so

d——nd provoking.”

Lord Milford, who never condescendéed
to swear, or to be, as he himself ihddght,
trifling—there were peOple ill-nitured enough
to say, his discourse never amoufited to any
thing élse—now interrupted the' current of
conbersation, in order to bring it-back'to its
old channel. ¥ I have no doubt, my Lérds’
and Gentlén‘ien,” 'said he, ¢ t"hai: Lord Mose-
ey i§ fully sénsible of the high'honour your
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notice confers, and that he is patriot enough
to ;Q& those ranks, who, orally fight the
battles of his country, against the disaffected
crew, who, scorning subordination and kingly
power, would welcome Buonaparte, and're-
joice at any event that afforded them a scram-
ble for money, which, almost to a man, they
want, or a chance for power, which, not
the most moderate amongst them would
refuse. The brawlers, my Lords and ﬁbn—
tlemen, have, generally speaking, no stake
in the country—and are, therefore,incompe-
tent to judge what is best for her interest;
but when an independent man steps forward,
we have confidence in what he says, and are.
satisfied with what he does—because he will
neither say or do any thing, but what is for
the safety and glory of the land which gave
him birth, and affords him ease and compe-
tence. You, Lord Moseley, have too just no-
tions of right and wrong, not to feel the force
of my argument, and to apply it to your
future conduct.”

An .universal silence succeeded his Lord-
ship’s speech. The general attention was
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fixed upon George, and perceiving that a
reply was expected, he rose with dignjty and
grace, and in return to the applause of a few
junior members, gently bowed his head
‘“ } shall address my short reply, partigulaily
to you, my Lord Milford—although I wish
it tg be received as a general answer to all
the advances and complimentary hints,
thrown out by the noble Lords, and honour-
a?g} ntlemen present. That I am not a
valw'#fih, even my adversaries allow ; but it
must be something more contemptible than
mere vanity, that could identify the charac-
ter thus flatteringly drawn, and say, ¢ Iam
that man !’

“ To be a member of the prescnt adminis-
tration, would revolt my feelings, and be in
direct opposition to the principles I have
professed, since 1 was capable of rational
thought or action. Could I, indeed, be
indifferent to the miseries of my fellow-
creatures — miseries brought on by war,
which, 1 am told, there are men base enough-
ta promote anyd extend, to serve their own
purposes of ambition, unheeding the distresses
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and poverty entailed upon thousands. —
Could I say to the ruined tradesmarn or me-
chanic, you are teduced to pauperism, but
that is of little consequence whilst I am wal-
lowing in riches—could I turn a deaf ear to
the wailings of the widow and the fatherless,
and laugh at their sorrows, because none of
my family bled in the war myself had
caused—-could I be an unconcerned instru-
ment in levying taxes, oppressive onlj td the
middling and poorer classes, whilét places,
pensions, and reversions added to my qwn,
before splendid inheritance—could I do all
this—and when my country was tottering
on the verge of ruin, persuade the people
by sophistry and well-turned periods, that
we never were more prosperous, more happy,
or more decidedly victorious—though shame,
defeat, and dismay, atiended all our, move-
ments—when, Irepeat, I can say, and do all
this with an unblushing front, and an heart
that throbs for individual, but not general
distress; I shall gladly join' the party who
seem to breathe a different atmosphere from
the people at large, and whose powers of
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vision are unable to discern objects in their
true colours.”

Lord Moseley having with modest firmness
delivered his sentiments, made a passing bow,
and stepping ‘into a hackney coach, drove
to Lombard Street—where he amused the
domestic circle with a full, though, perhaps,
caricatured account, of the honourable, and
righg honourable company he had just quitted.
Meaptimg he was not spared in their ani-
madversions. One blamed his father and un.
cle, for not more clearly comprehending the
young Lord’s character, which would have
prevented the possibility of making overtures
so little likely, in his present frame of mind,
to prove effective. Anothers called him a
self-opiniated, headstrong boy, whose en-
thusiasm time would cool, and most likely
produce an utter change of sentiment; till
when, he must follow the delusions of what
he doubtless called patriotism, but which
was, in reality, nothing more than the work-
ings of imagination upon an inexperienced
mind, moulded into perfection by popular
applause.,
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« Popular applause is a c—=—ed hwmbug,”
exclaimed the member of swearing notoriety,
“and only a cover for disaffection. Are
not those who seek it, always finding fault,
and pretending to discover grievances where
none exist ! What I say is, if they don’t like
the country, d—-—n ’em let ’em leave it,
and find a better if they can.” ¢ Bravo,
Jack!” exclaimed the son of Mrs. He—*®
“ You are of the true Bul/l breed, w»}fohn
never had a more devoted son.” ¢

Lord Milford experienced much mortifi-
cation from his nephew’s impenetrability ;
but still there were measures to be tried,
which he thought irresistible. Bribery he
had frequently found effectual, where argu-
ment failed; and though Lord Moseley de-
clared against places and reversions; many
others had done the same, and afterwards
found them, not merely digestible, but ex-
tremely palatable, not only useful, but very
convenient.

The following morning, as the family in

* This lady was formerly a provincial actress, but
now enjoys a pension from Government of 5001, a year,
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"Lombard Street were seated at:a late breakes
fast, Mr. Gaskell asfived ; and aftgr pattak~-
ing of the sociable meal, retired with Lady:
Ann to her dressing-room ;:where he was
put -in full possession of the awkward and
indelicate situation ‘in which his daughters .
had been placed; not omitting the ensign’s
culpability, and actual imprisonment, - or
his sister-in-law’s disgraceful examination.

Mﬁ@askell felt as a father for the situa-
tion ‘of ¢his undutiful girls, and determined
to lose no time in removing them from the
protection of a woman, whose want of pru-
dence -he always: condemned—but whose
conduct. inrthe- present instance, rerdered
her criminal, as well as thoughtless. . The
ensign, he assured Lady Ann, had already
drawn upon him. to so alarming an amount,
that he had ‘peremptorily refused 'tQ accept-
any -more bills; nor-would he release him
from his present merited confinement, -until
wellrassired that, reformation ' would follow.
As'ito - Mrs.:Stolis, ‘he *should not interfere*
at all'th. her concerns’; he was, unfortunately,
and miserably, connected with-one of the
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family—but neither felt it .a duty, nor was
he inclinedsganhamper himself with another.

Her Ladyship perfectly coincided with
her worthy neighbour’s determination to
remove his daughters, but hazarfled mo opi-
nion respecting the other points, though
she tacitly thought his resolutions prudent
and proper. v

That no delay might sull further du.grace
the Miss Gaskells, he determined to: n}rﬁ'
London with then: the same eveningitMean-
time, he visited the place of his son’s confine-
ment, and after reading him a parental
lecture, left hiin without hopes of present
relief; and those of hereafter, so entirely de-
pendent upon repentance and future good
conduct—that the people who best knew his
wayward and perverse disposition, would have
doomed him to perpetual imprisonment,
unless liberty could have been obtained
through less unlikely means.

From the prison he went directly to
Southampton-street, and with¥ut ceremony
was ushered into a room, wkg;re -sat Mrs,
Stokes, his two daughters, Brierly, and Tom
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'Smith; the latter familiarly seated between
the . Miss Gaskells on ‘a sofa® A - violent
burst of laughter. preceded the entrance .of
their -highly-offended father; but without
noticing #hat, or the party, and with asmuch
sternness as he was capable of assumitig;ihe
ordered his daughters to prepare immedi-
ately for leaving a place, which they had en-
tered contrary to -his express -commands;
and;:where their imprudent conduct, the
wickedness of their brother, and the beha-
viour of one, who was old enough to know
the consequence of retaining goods the
avowed property of another, had- brought
shame and disgrace upon a - family, .who
never knew either, until fatally connected .
with those who set shame and public opinion
at defiance.

Mrs. Stokes, during this address, sat brld-
ling in her chair; whilst her. friend and ad-
viser;: awed by the respectability+ of .Mr.
Gaskell’s appearance, and,fearful of having
his own conduét too nicely investigated, rose,
and respectfully handed .a chair to the un-.
welcome intruder. The seat,.and the bow
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E¥s

which accompanied -it; were, howeverg alike
unheeded g for, turning ohce-witore. fo his
daughters, - he, in a still;more- pefemptory
manner, commanded them to lose no time
in préparation, for that in one-hour he should
bringa coach to convey - them to Charmg-
cross, - i

Mrs, Stokes, Wlth wonderful command of
voice and feature, hoped: her dear brother
would at least postpone his journey, for a
single night, that she might endeavour to
lessen his resentment against herself for
bringing Priscilla and Grace to London, con-
trary to ‘his wish; and ‘also" explain other
matters, in which she wanted his counsel
and'advice. e ‘

Mr. Gaskell disliked :Mrs. Stokes as much
as it was in his nature to dislike. any thing
in femalg form. But. there wasa yielding
softness in- his -nature, a desire'to'do good,
which at all .times ecounteracted .individual
resentment, and prompted.higp to relieve the
distredses' even of- an enemy.®tTo thiv+placal
bility: the worthy man yielded, on condition
that Mrs. Stokes could satisfactorily accourit
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for the forwardness of the young map, who
appeared -to be on so.familiar & fgoting with
the Miss. Gaskells, and that they cheerfylly
consented to quit - London on the morrow,
Both.these conditions being. agreed tp, the
young women retired for, the avowed .pur-
pose of preparation, and the men to forward
their own views by .consultation.
«,.No sooner were.they left alone, than Mrs.
Stokes, with well-dissembled softness, con-
fessed her weakness in complying with the
"wishes of her:nigces, in contradiction to his
awill;  but,” she continued, * the remem-
brance of my own juvenile desires, and the
little-actual harm. there appeared g@ bringing
them to London rather than Bath, urged
a compliance, which: I now feel to be morally
indefensible ; inasmuch as deception is 3t -all
times wrong, and one falsehood sq, naturally
begets another, that there is no.foresecing
where the evil may stop.. . But Iam justly
punished: for my error;. by a tissue of. cir-
seutpstances so- unexpected aad perplexing,
that..without _your aid, my dear progher, 1
‘know net how to extricate myself. ,‘,g.g‘_ou
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have heapdeof the robbery; andits cense-

quencei’ “Piele, (60 1 havetoconfess-weak-,
néss“and error; bat I'trust] no actual guilt;

for,'had theé strange purse accidentally lain in

my path, I should have scoened to appro-

priate it§ contenits.: But. receiving it in ex-

charige for my own, and fronr a.person who

could have fewer claims uportit; ‘I.thought
myself, from the surptise of the :moment,

in some measure justified in its retention,

particularly as no advertisement, no enquiry

of any kind, followed the robbery. Bat
now' Comes on- my ‘perplexity. My nieces
can bear witness, that every. thing the purse
contained; has becn restored; yet a further-
claim is made of five hwadred: - pounds,
which, doubtless, the' highwaymen .disposed:
of long before I came ‘into possession; but
as Péannot prove this, except upon theafore-
said testimony, which, my lawyer:tells me,
is insdfficient, as Priscilla and ‘Grace were

accesfories, ‘ though- innocen -ories ;i the
demand bie pérsisted in, I mii#k: eithe replace
it, or’ consequences very unpleasant will
follow! i



46 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

¢ The Major I cannot apply: tg; for in
money matters, he has-always bedi tdo - libé.
ral to render a cdll-for so serious a sum' fié:
cessary-on my own account : and, to confess
the ‘truth, would lead to a discovery 1 would'
by every means avoid. :Cannot you, my
dear brother, anticipate ‘what follows? ' You
are the only:.man in- existence to whom I
would be obliged for a loan of this nature ;
and by carefully managing my income, I‘
could in the course of twelve months faith.'
fully and ‘thankfully repay the pecuniary
part of the obligation but the remembrance
of .at would live in my memory whllst I
-exist. : ;a,f .

I hope 'my reader has heretofore disco-
vered that Hannah ‘Stokes was'no fool. Her
tongue was much more eloquent than her pen.
Though she, herself; asserted the contrary In
delineating her charactér, I have endeavoured
to represent an-illiterate woman;j but at the
same time, one whom education would have -
constituted a prodigy; for, under every dis.

" advantage the want of it occasioned, she
was, clever, artful, and impuosing; but
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marred, ipstead of forwarding her present
cause, by fhefrequent wepetition of * dear
brother,” a title he was unused-to from Mrs.
Stokes, and one which caused mortification
rather than pride. ' '
Mr. Gaskell gave the artful woman an
uninterrupted hearing; and, after animad-
verting upon his daughters’ disobedience,
whom he determined in future to govern
more rigidly, entered at large upon the re-
prehensible folly, or, as he thought, wicked.
ness of her own conduet; wickedness, for
which his children Aad suffered, and would
continue to suffer, either directly or indi-
rectly, until time had erased it from recol-
lection. * That you would not,” he con-
tinued, “ avowedly rob or plunder, I readily
believe; but the distinction between that,
and wilfully retaining property belonging to
another, is so nice, we find a difficulty in se-
parating them. In the eye of the law, the
receiver is as criminal as the ghief; and you
may thank the clemency of Lady Milford
for not bringing the matter to 2 serious trial.
That, however, is an affair in which I have
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nd coricern ; but where: you would make me
aTprincipal; ‘T nust decling inteieririg, ex.
cept 'by - my influence ‘with Major' Stokes, !
and that, you know, is very limited: -If
yoi njeces solemnly affirm that a five hun-
dred pound bill was not included in the con-"
tents of the purse—bat that must beclearly
ascertained before I negotiate—1T will “éxert
miyself ‘to procure’ the ‘money from iyotir
hudband ; ‘it must be, however, by nu artful |
sabterfuge—no welltold falsehood—far;"as:
you justly obsérve, -ore fabtication so:hatu-
rally begets another,- that the life of aliaris
one continued seriest’of fraud, -artifice; atidt
deception. ' To'avoid the possibilég ‘of this,
if 1 .am to be a mediator, the truth must be -
told, and nothing butithe truth; softened, if-
you please, . but not obliterated.” .And now,
havistggfinished what I wish to say on your'
affairs;ithll me, without reserve, who' that
forward yotng man is,” who seems to. be'so.
famillar with my daughters? Hihesbe a.
forturie:hunter+he is losing . his* tirtte jand if’
he marry either of them, he-will gaini‘neither
respect nor peace:of mind. Their disposis
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tions are too analogous to their unhappy
mother’s, for .any men to expect comfort
from such a union, and if he be your friend
you will do well to caution him.” . .

¢« He is my friend, and much nearer—miy
son—"

“ Son!”

“,Yes! the sole surviving issue of the
late Hongurable Frederick Grosvenor, and
heir to wealth which sets him above the
meanness of fortune-hunting. If I have
any penetration, he will raise. your Priscilla
to'a height of felicity her own disposition
will rather increase than diminish; for it is
aspiring likkg my dear Frederick's, and unhap-
piness_in wedlock more frequently arises
from opposite than similar tempers.” s

“ You will pardon my sincerity, Mrs.
Stokes, which I never yet sacrificed to what
the world calls politeness, nor shall I in this
instance. 1 totally disapprove of your son:
marrying my daughter; not on account of
his illegitimacy—though that would he a ma-¢
terial . objection with some people—but I
wish for no closer copnexion with the family.

voL. IL D
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" "The union I unfortunately con;racted has
been p,roductwe%of nothing but Jmisery, and
uqdeservmg aqd undutiful as my chlldren are,
I'would preserve them, if possible, ﬁ'om a
swq;lar fate.”

Mrs. Stokes’ face glowed w1th vexa.hon,
and the quivering of her lips denoted an
eagerné® to retort. But she had werldly
wisdom enough to know, that, the present
was not a time to shew real feeling; not
a period to enrage, but to conciliate; and as
few females excelled Hannah Stokes in the
science of deceptlon, she swallowed . her vex-

ation, and with well-affected hurmhty, ac-
knowledged, that her dear broﬂ;er was not
so happy as he deserved to be ; and that his
wife’s ill-bred violence was not to be defend-
e& even by 3 sister. At the same tjime sub-
mitting the propriety, or imprudence, of a
match Bétween their children to his better
jodgment.

The young man now entered, and bemg
formal!y pre,sented as Mr. Gaakqll’s nephew,
gnd the son of Fredenck Gx;osvenor, began,
to shew, what he called, airs and grages;
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intérlarding his accoimt of forel n’ mangiers
atid ' couritttes, with French*'and' Tfali} 0
phrases, vﬂely pronounced and mjudxclously‘
introduced. ‘

. These errors, far from causing susplaﬂn,’
servéd to confirm his identity with Mr. Gas-
kell ; who would have been more aswmshed
at finding literature, and real elegance, pro-
ceeding from such 4 stock, than ignorancd’
and’ foppery. Mrs. Stokes, who 1magmed
to see and admire her son were synonymous,
was; for once, out in her ‘conjecture ;. fé)t‘
this one interview completely dlsgusted' the
worthy “father, and cOnﬁ med hxs re_]e¢t10n
of the desirgd union. e

"With these sentiments he reached Devon- g
shire, ‘4nd, with a zeal which did honom: to-
his Heart, painted the situation of Mrs. Stokes,
in colours that would have affficted a terider”
husband, and wrought- upon the: compasstonif
"0 Y} many indifferent ones. But Major ‘Stokees'

Aad been too happy, during the absence of

‘his tyrant, to wish for a return of persecu.

tion'; and; besides, many circimstancés’ to:-

her disadvantage' had” been protulgated; -
D 2
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which would never have come’ t& hght, had
Be contmued at the Grove ;'so that, all
things consuiel‘ed "he would rather -havé
voted five ‘hundred ‘pounds  for her-eteinal
n:nﬁnsonment, than five pounds to release
her. ' Thus 1mpressed no wonder - his
nex h § rhetoric ‘failed, 'nor that‘ he
,qultte thé Grove sorry, but not surprised,
""at_dxe frultlessness of his ‘ethbassy ; the ill-
§;t‘1ccess of which he xmmedlately transmitted
'to London,

Meantlme, Bnerly failed in bringing Mr.
A;?_ﬁer to_terms ; although ' hie “ffered;on
'behatt of hns client, either to compromise,
) i‘;:)‘r‘“agree (8 arbltﬁtloh ‘and Mrs. Stokes,
Whilst ’;he negotxatlon was pending, undér-

went a sécond examination at Bow Street.
N'otwnhstandmg she pretended {0 hive sent
an ! express to Bath, and that her mesSenger
é:rou ght the hlghwaym‘m’s confessioit, ' of
appfo‘(matmg the five hundted pouhd ebill,
as 16 witnesses were produced,to’ corrobo-
Mrate the story; she'was committed'td dufance
“until “the. suin ‘Wi refunded%“Mnmhe,
“fhie’ Enfign wrote to his méther, who,in
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vain, applied o Mr. Gaskell. Without

something morp Qupstaqtmé tlgaﬂ 'viéu’e ;51;9-
fessions, had . they, begn e%p;'essed ‘which
they. were not, the father determined to
prolong bis son’s ca.pthty, as the only means
of correcting }ns vxces ; for to shew undug
clemency,, was, in ;his  opinion, to foster
depravity, and lay a foundatlon ur evils,
which generally, and deservedly, bndg
punishment, and too often terminate fatally,
Mrs. Gaskell, resolutely bent _upon | her
darling Walter’s release, pondered, for several
days, upon ways and means best calcula.ted
to, promote it. At length, the thought
occg;red, of borrowing the money from Gas-.
sip,. and by daily robbing-the dmnet-,table of
asingle dish,and substituting tea and coﬂ'ée of
a coarser, texture, she calculated upon a
speedy ré’\nuneranon. Gosmp had? fortu-
nately, jn his nmngd;ate possession, yhe sum
required ; and, proud to accommadate the
Jjustice’s lady, readily accorded the loan, for
which she gave.a rece;pt. and lost 50 ime
in transmitting the bundred pounds thus
secretly obtained, to her, son. ﬁnt
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and months passed away without making
provision fgr.the re-payment ; for, notwith-
standing Mr. Gaskell had frequent cagse to
complain of ber culinary ceconomy ; and o
wonder why his tea and coflce had lost their
usual #lavour ; so many irresistible tempta-
tions oﬂ'ered in the shape of gowns, caps,
bonnets afd fine lace that, though much
money was saved in the house-keeping de-
partment, there was none to spare for the
apothecary.

Brierly, finding he could bring his opponent
to no terms of conciliation, instituted a suit
in the Court of King's Bench, against the
End of Milford, as eiocuwor of Frederick
Grosvenor, for the racovery of fifteen thou-
sand pounds. But as law cannot be had
wwihowt money, (which sets the axiom that
there is justice for the poor, as well as the
rich, at defiance) and as Brierly and his client
were upon apar in that respect, their wits
wrere at work day and night, to procure the
sums necessary for Mrs. Stokes’ liberation,
which was the first object ia the intended
prosecution.
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If once at libétty to journey into Devon-
shire; she had no doubt of g}r&uﬁngmﬁney,
by'déine meins or another;“the difficulty lay
in-obtaining that liberty.: Valuable <clothes
and-trinkets she had in superabutidanesy but
patting with them, was like tearing the soul
from the body; and, besides, in buying ind
sellifip there is all the diffevence ik the world:
The presefit, however, whs -#iot ‘a time-to
be fastidious ; money was theiobject, unid
money must be had. To furnish-'it, she
divested herself of all her jewelry, alidevery
superfltiity of apparel, and,‘with matck: ¢it-
tion; ‘enitrusted-them to the cate of her desr
sofi; to be disposed  of in the best possible .
nianner for their joint benefit. . ‘But whether
the suppused Frederick thibught his interest
separate from M. Stokes’, or whether ke
had“some favourite; which he 'wished to
supply at a light eéxpenss; is uncettain, for
his redl spring of action was never-divulgeds
the fuct is, he ounly produced two hundred
pounds, from: the sale of what, in:the origis
nal purchase, @ost-six times the money, and

ks 00:019
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would hhve fetched: fromfour to five hin-
dred pouridspfifihonestly drsposed of. .
» Brierly's nkf Mepurce, and Mrs: Stokes
<gxpresspd hér sofrotw that it whs not anterior
fo'the one which robbed her of her finery,
waga Jew ; well known «for lending totiey
pon the most précarious secerity, but who
charged exdrbitant interest to make himgelf
smbnds, as he-said, for the frequent losses
thereby occasioned. Being introduced to _
Mrs. Stokes, h8 was shown the forged
bonds ; and, also, fully informed of the Lady’s
affinity to Majer Stokes; and the Little pro-
bability there appeared, that so respectable
2 man would long suffer his wife to rentadh
in debt, even if the Jaw-suit should not ternii-
nate so soon as they had every reasunta expects
Jacobs, after talking in the usual way of bad
securities, and doubtful payments, consented
to advance four hundred pounds, 6n con-
dition.of receiving two hundred a year, until
the principal was reimbursed. This usuri-
ous clause being agreed to, the-patties sepa-
rated perfectly satisfied with eédch other, and
with themselves ; and Brierly had the plea.
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sure of conducting Mrs. Stokes to Ler old
abode ; after which, he lost,aglittle time in
forwarding her cause,as'sHp necessary de-
lays of the law would admit.. But, previoys
to this period, Mr. Archer sent a confiden-
tial person into Yorkshire, who learnt, gn
his arrival at Beverley, not only that both the
lawyer and witnesses were délidy,"but that
the clerk of the former had gmigrated to
America. .

This intelligence, unwel¢come, though not
- entirely unexpected, but the more plinly
convinced the solicitor, that should the
whole business prove a forgery, they had
people to deal with, whose art was equal tp.
their roguery, and only to be foiled by
cunning great as their own.

Mrs. Stokes no sooner regained her
liberty, than she posted down into Devon.
shire, ,and assuming airs of tenderness and
concern, regretted her long absence, and
assured her dear Major, that she had nat
enjoyed a moment’s happiness singe their.
separation.

Time was, when Major Stokes would have

D 3
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been duped by swch professions; but the
servants 'who:m, or pretended to be,
entirely in“herintdtest when presents:no
sooner saw her - deptm, than each individual
had something 4o .allege wagainst ther.
Sedrcely a vice, in the catalogue of human
offences, but was laid to hercharge; some
without foandation, and many greatly ex-
aggerated ; guch is the general sincerity and
gratitude of menials! I mean such as in-
habit the luxurious houses of the great.
Dissipation, idleness, ard extravagance, are
the root of evil, where education is called
in to counteract them ; but where ignorance
is ‘added, there must be more real goodness
of heart, and firmness of mind, than gene-
rally fall to the lot of the low-bred and:the
vulgar, to withstand their influence. Be-
sides, as I before hinted, the Major had been
too happy in the separation, to be very
dngious for a re-union, and nothing but
mortificition was visible, when his wife
tnade her unexpected appearance.* Several
days ducteeted, when "hypdcrisy, on her
part,was returned by disgust on his, ere



FANMNY BVRL-¥ORE. &0

the antful- woman cquld find aﬁtnppqrtupity
to open hex mﬁdtmed atm* n»al&hwg_h she
bad glmost “daily prapared; his. mipd,; fox,
somev pecurijary demasik’ by ‘talking of.the
chims -of -her accomplished -son,: and -the
difficulty there:would be in forcing his vela.
tions. to"allowthem. At length,; she: yep,
tured:to-hope that he, Major Stkes, would
support herdear Frederick by is patronage
and -his: purse; when she w cheesfully
join in any bond or secunfy, to reimburse
the money-advanced, as soon. as the law
decided. in their favour, of which her soli-
citor had ‘not the smallest doubt. * Pray,
Mrs: Stokes,” enquired her husband, “ how .
ertded the. disgraceful business your brother-
in-law- interested himself about *’

“ Why, my dear Major,iit ended as I,
and tevery one' who knew the merits.of the
business, expected. The jury honourably
acquitted .me of any knowledge- of - the,five
hundred pound bill ; indeed, every dispas-
sionate person was convinged, on the, first
examination, #hat the-highwayman had ap-
propriatedit to his own use, long before, he
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xobbed ugy and- made the aexchmge:mhlch
produced- W&Mﬁ to -baudeplored. canse-
squences. u.Buti,__ et 1 «drop.thei«unplegsiint
theme, and gi ve: to ‘hope:yéu will
lend your influence. in stpport.of thy son’s
sclaims, . Without -money yourknow ‘law. is
not pnly slow: in its progressi+but ungertain
in its success ; and I am sure you will join
yme in thinkjpg that fifteen thousand pounds
are.worth 180king after; and not :to be lost
when a trifling advance would insure them.”
“ What call you trifling®”" .. .4
... % Six or seven hundred pounds, my lawyer
says, would be the utmost required ; and to
. you, my dear Major, that is nothing when a
.good of such magnitude may he accomplish-
ced. 1 see your opinion coincides withimine,
:andeyou will, further agree with. me,. that
-procrdstination would but bheighten ,.our
, dificulties.  Shall I then -have the pleasure
of your company to tqwn, or will you re-
main in.this delightfu).retirement?. You
~Jnow ;how much . I value yourr society;
but “# .you fecl the: smallest. xeluctance
«ta .the - journey,, a draft .upon. your

-4;
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. bankep will answet iepéry. purpose,-and 1 will

encounter»this den -of parchments autd-per-
pleyities alone. Whesi idoyou thinlg it
expedient I should set!forét

¢ The soener the better.”

% So Ithink ; therefore give.mhe the chetk
.to night, ands] will depart to-morrow morn.
g%

> ¢ You shall have a check, Stokes, but
of a different kind from whdt you expect.
A check to your follies antl extravagances—
a check to your tyranny and oppression—
and I wish, for your own sake, it may like-
wise prove a check to your vices.”

¢ What does the man mean

¢ I mean, Madam, to be indeed a man, and

to emancipate myself from a seven years’
captivity. Whilst I had only your temper
to complain of—and heaven knows that was
more than my weak frame could contend
with, I was content to bear the chain my-
self had forged; but to vice and wickedness
.k afford no sanction by my presence; would

} could as easily withdraw my name.¥ - -
“ Your boasted name, Major Stokes, wils
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never sg tr'ulyt' hqnoured as since I conde-
scended’to*bm “Htr.. But explaitf- yourself.:
What wickedriess §flivice do vou allude
to ¥

1 #&1 Your wickedness in concealing the vice
which made you'a mother~~your wickednegs
in retaining another’s property, even if yousire
proved innocent of the more atrocious part
of the story—gyour wickedness in cireulating
a report that you were married to Mr. Gros-
venor, and sending false statements to the
newspapers—your wickedly intriguing with
Captain Simmons during our passage from
India, and your wanton behaviour to several:
individuals since our short residence in this
country. I could swell the catalogue of:
your crimes by dwelling on pride, ingrati-
tude, .and hardness of heart; but, if you
have any virtue remaining, I have said
enough—if it be entirely extinct, all I can
say will avail nothing.”

I shall not defile my paper with the coarse
language and vulgar epithets with which
Mrs, Stokes assailed her husband, Billings-
gate never afforded a more complete virago,
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or:expressed sentiments
terms.  Abuse was mQré:ates
defence, although thagiséaglimhpted; but the
Major, ever open t0¥ fafbnal argument,
closed his mind, and shut his Leart agdinst
intemperance,-and unmerited reproach.

The result of this domestic broil was a
summons to Mr. Gaskell, and the Reverend
Mr. Cavendish, whom the xyor chose to
appeint arbitrators in the evefit of a separa-
tion, not more anxiously wished by himself
than Mrs. Stokes, provided she could obtain
a:maintenance suited to her present style of
living. This the two worthy umpires de-
clared neither reasonable nor just; for
baving brought her husband no fortune,
and her behaviour meriting rather punish-
ment than reward, they decreed the Major's
offer of two hundred pounds a year, as much,
or more than any reasonable woman under
the same circumstances ought to expect.
But Mrs. Stokes seldom acted as a reasonagble
wounian ought ; and would heat of no sepa-
rate ;provision that did rot involve a clear
five hundred pounds; railing at her brother-

. more technical
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in-law for his pxtnful notions of prudence, and
economy,and, almpst abusing the good qurate
for sanctioning’ mmﬁ;y a pittance. - .
The two gdﬁtbmen" finding nothing de-
ﬁmnve could be adjusted, left the Major. and
his wife to settle their own differences; .
finding, after many days wrangling, tha
must be restricted in her expenses, whet.her
at home or §road preferred the latter, on
the Major offering to give her the first year’s
annuity in advance—and also to increase
her ‘income, provnded he heard. favqurable
reports of her behaviour. 50 i
. Thus ended the negotiation which Mrs
Stokes foolishly fancied would venable her
to pay the Jew, and carry on the Jaw suit,
But lest the Major’s present spmted conduct,
should Be thought incompatible with h;s
former weak indulgence, we would obsetve;—
that though he possessed much mllkmass of
dlspgsxtxon, there was 1@ his temper, wh%p
once roused, a determined firmness almost.
amounting to inflexibility; and a pative
sense of. honour, unsubdued by strong, at-
tachment, that could never forgwe the,in-
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fidelity of” His" witeZ=y" IP {ﬂmm he ' too
late found; ﬂbss@&ec'f im“é Yo uiéit'g t6‘

constitute d‘omésht ShER el

We néw with 'pleastitd %rselves, and
we hope to the satiifactiba ‘6f ' s refider]
tettrn to our heroine, fr8fn‘whom we have
too long strayed. st e b

Although an urniudual poftiod of time w
dissipated in visiting and vxéwxpg the vam’)us
cutiosities with which London abounds,
yet Fanny paid diligent attefition to her
studies. Masters in the various biancKes of
polite edication were 1etainc { to porfe t the
accomplishments so aus: ici »wuly Legun 3 and
Lady Ann’s heart bounded with delizht, at
seelng her daughter’s mental acquirembents
keep pace with those so liberally bestowe&
by nature.

Her seventeenth birth day was fast ap-
proaching, and Mr. Strickland had long d&-
termined to celebratg it as a day of peculiar
festivity., For this purpose, all their mutual
friends and dcquaintance had nétice to* hold
themselves in readiness 'for a ball arrd shppée
on the' twenty-first of April. * Fanny
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Rosette, mded by, Str-Herbert Huntley, had
finished the 3 qmn tards, and were inno-
cently enjoyi théﬁﬂaronet's Judicrous de-
scription of t “eccentricities of polite life,
when Mr. Moseley, with suppressed agitation,
‘entered, to take, as he said, an ever
Jeave. At the word everlasting, Lad
felt a shuddering creep through her veins,
as though some heavy calamity was pending.
The young ladies started, and. anticipated
the loss of their companion, as an evil of the
most serious nature—for he was beloved by
them both with fraternal attachment—and
to be depiived of his soclety fir ever, was
"an ill no foresight had prepared-them for. -
Even Sir Herbert Huntley looked gravé;
but as splemnity, rather than wretchedness,
was“the immediate character “of Moseley's
countenance, and seemmglﬁ denoted that
Ahis words and feelings were at .vaziance (for
his:attachment to Fanny had been too appa+
rerit to believe he couldsrelinquish her with.
but a stroggle) the Batbnet'rallied his spirits,
and,.something ‘between jest and earnest
ﬂ'; .%"Faith, Moseley! you must either be
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2 wonderful: pmophef,@ gaery great hy-
pocrite | You talkof e aig%ﬁpr ever, with
a5 much sang froid, 1 $hap
mornisg to you ! and whtlh' countenance
scarcely more serious than you' ought natu-
to assume, when taking leave of such
%rmmg trio, for a period the mos limited.
This, 1 know, you great geniuses call:com-
manding the passions, and smot . submit-
ting to that weakness we silly fellows are
subject to; but with all due deference to
your superior wisdom, I think, and 1 hepe
1.shall have the ladies on my side, that sin-
cerity is preferable to philosophy ; and that
the dowminfon of reason is riever so fully’
evinced, as by our devotion to that sex who
were created for our happiness ;-and jn whose
faithfol tenderness; and sincere attachment, -
men - find a solace for all the caresw-the dis. -
appoxntmems—-aad perplexxties tbat ‘flesh:is
heipto™ - < g
- ¢ Herbert !ﬁmtley‘ replted Maseley,
“1 ema riddle that . all your penetration. has
hitherto-been unable to resolve. "~ That phy>
losophy has net, - in me, conquered feeling,




68 FANNY FITZ-YORK:

whatever my" copntengndesi may: betray, 1
am trembﬁﬁgﬁw Yensible ;v but the charac-
tet I have lm‘heité‘ assumed -is all a feint,
and has been atfended with too much per-
plexxfy, and too little success,” to warrant a
continuance of it. My first meeting.with
Lady Ann and Miss- Fitz-York, and the
announcement’ of a name, to which had
in fact no title, suggestedsa scheme ‘which
has bgen attended' with consequences- the
most venial deception deserves, namely,
defeat. ‘To acquit myself of crime as well
as error, I must trespass upon the patience of
you, ladies, for a few moments, whilst I can-
didly relate the origin and progress of my
fictitious appellation.

"% It was my lot last summer to visit Devon-
‘shire inn search of relatives most respected
‘though unknown. -Travelling with only a
single attendant, as T-wished to remain un-
notieed, except’ by those immediately. con-
cerned, I joined your:TLadyship’s party: at_
T:yme, uniconscious -either;6f -your. name.or
‘title; and introduced myself by my travel-
ling - dppellation, Mr, Mosaley, Ay short
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period put me in full pessession of Lady Ann
Fitz.York’s too well-foss 3
tions, td. permit- the ﬁﬁ@; distant hope .of
Lord, Moseley being ‘Feceivéd

¢d as the son of
her choice, even though he were happy
wh toimake an interest in the heart of
his*Jovely cousin. - Under this impression,
can you- blame me for endeavouring to ac-
complish under the character of Mr. Moseley,
what [ knew it vain to attempt ag your
Nephew? 1 continued the deceptnon, under
the influence of Lady Milford, after every
‘hopesvanished ; and her Ladyship’s maxim
-of perseverance only proves, that though it
Jrequently Succeeds, I am a melancholy proof
that it likewise sometimes fails. .y ok
+~ “Could I have gained the affections’ of sts
-Fitz-York in my assumed. characterqr‘m wmy
real one: I knew: it .was hopeless—I flattered
myself her revered mother would. haye s3-
crificed faunly resentment: ta, her nephews
happiness. - 'With the first hope, the, latter
salso- fled, unless my.kind aunt, will.sapction
her:grateful Moseley’s -pretensions,.and my
beloved cousin accept ‘the devotion,of 4 heart
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too faithfully attached, ever to admit ano-
ther impression.¥

The shock caused by his Lordship’s decla-
ration of eternal absence, was changed into a
smile of astonishment, as he owned the unity
of Lord and Mr. Moseley ; and that again
succeeded by sensations of feeling and ¢on-
cern, at the pathos with which he concluded.
Fanny, the rose of modesty mantling her
cheek, and her eyes humid with the tear of
sensibility, presented a hand which rivalled
the snow in whiteness, to his Lordship, and
in timid accents, begged he would accept it
as a sacred pledge of friendship, and with it,
all the esteem and sisterly affection her heart
was capable of. ¢ That I have been de-
_ceived,’ she continued, “almost against the
evidence of my senses, is an acknowledged
truth ; and one that, to common obse1va-
tion, not entering into facts, would convict
us all of credulity, in giving credence to the
colour of a wig, in contradiction to person,
manner, ahd voice, all combining against it;
but.Lady Milford so strongly sanctioned the
deception that who durst doubt i -
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% Not I, for one,.replied Sir.Herbert. For
naturally supposing.that.La@Annls know-
ledge.of her nephew: mﬁz:eam, Igave up
my sense of. sight and T)ewrmg to that supe.
position, although I was frequently ‘more..

h%alf igclined to scepticisnt,” N .
y dear George,” said Lady Ann; “I cans
not positively blame any thing sanctioned
by Lady Milford, because I am:certainall her
words and actions are governed by a. heant.
replete with goodness, and that what: her
mind plans, her head can execute with wis«.
dom and propriety. So much in- defence 'of:
your scheme; now let us examine the other
side of the argument. You wished to gain -
my. daughter’s affections in a borrowed - char -
racter, Fanny knew my sentiments were
in opposition to any closer connection. with:
you, as. Lord Moseley, than, the preseént ties
of consanguinity - authorise,.. «consequently
was forewarned ; but against you, as.“;!l-’t :
Mogeley, she had no such shield, and, thhgut
flattery, you haveattainments, both personal
and _menta), that might have canquered,an.-
unguarded heart. , sWhat, nphappingss-womnld:
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have resulted from such a conquest, I tremble
to think. Your cousin’s peace,of mind sacri-
ficed, and myself rendered miserable from
inability to restore it; for never, my dear
George, could I, or would I, consent 10 an
alliance where Miss Fitz-York wassot sought
and courted by the principals of a family, as
ardently as by its representative, That Fan-
ny has withstood both your real and assumed
character, I cannot be too thankful; and
hope, whenever she is seriously attached, there
will not only be a reciprocity of feeling, but
that she will confer as much honour as she
receives. I have, on various occasions, ex-
-pressed my fears to Lady Milford ; they are
nowunhappily verified. But hadher Ladyship
cautioned and advised you, agreeable to my
wish—to have done it myself, without a pos-
sitive declaration, would have been presuming
and ipdelicate—absence would, ere this,
hava, softened the fervour of your attach-
ment, and reduced it to the friendship and
brotherlyAgve-I hope yet to witness between
relajivey’ so aimable and closely allied, I
haq& now given you my gentithents ; and
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though we shall grieve to-lods ydu, necessity
must reconcile us to the'privision ; till time-
restore you to out socw #d%r; happy, and
contented, as your o%n fhost sanguine hopes
and our wishes can make you.” °

Lord Miseley appeared the image of de-
spair during this address, and seemed doubt-
ful whether to reply or leave the room in
silences; when Mrs. Bloomwfield and her
daughter entered. « Well, girls,” exclaimed
the lively widow, “ have you heard tlie
news.”

* What, the report of ———1"

“ No ! that’s not it. But domot expect me,
Sir Herbert, to go through the scene with I’
you. Mine’s no Schéol for Scanddl, but an
historical fact which time will hand dowsl
to pestdrity to the credit of our sex. ~ But
bless me | what’s the matter? 'now I lobk at,
you:all, there appears an air ¢f gtief—of
sober sadness pervading the room, that strikes
mie as more than commohly unusual. Are
you, barenet, at the bottom of it?’or has
our lively friend Mostley fatigued the ahi.
mal spirits by hir’!xhiﬁratihg ‘sallies, and

VOL, Il “w E
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lefy; them stg regyps, that vieleat animation
is frequently sugceeded by weariness and
languor; ",

“hfeary” xeplied Moseley, endeavopring.tq
copquer, his, feelings—for he drepded;,the
widow’s satire, too mych to lay himsglf under
itg, lash, when there was a pgssibility of avoid-
ing it—<«1 fear, madam, I have unhappily
caused the too percgptible depression you
remark; and that I may not still further add
toit, I shallin future avoid those exuberan-
ces you mentjon, and at present make my
bow.”

Moseley s retreat was’ followed by a sigh,
and .an interchange of Jook that spoke the
angyish of his sympathizing relatives. Both
were opserved by Mrs. Bloomfield, but she
had too much real feeling and goodness of
heart, to make: gbservations, where neither
tfoppery;,tpr faulty avere congpicuous;, gnd,
solely, with . vigw to divert, the discpurse,
shepddressed per, daughter ¢ ¢ I should con-_
ceive, Barbara, from the start and the blush '
which accompapied ,our, entrance, that Mr.
Moseley was not so em strange to you
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as Thelieve him to be} where hdve'yod Wat
before

“I was unconscious, my dear madagﬂ, tof
either the start or bludH; t‘héy wete dquilly,
dhauthorized ; for, except énce, and ‘that
several moriths ago, at this very doof, and
by accident, I never before had the pleasure
of meeting Mr. Moseley.”

“ Nor have you, Barbara,” replied Lidy
Ann, met Mr. Moseley now. The gentlenian
who just departed, is my nephew, Lord
Moseley, whom I should assuredly have
introduced, and recommended to your
favour, had not the embattassment Mrs.
Bloomfield noticed, eradicated for the mo-
ment all ideas of propriety. That embarrass-
ment partly, arose from the deception his
Lordshiphas too successfully practised, 2nd but
now confessed, of imposing himself upon s,
alternately as the Lord and the Commoner';
thereby decelving our sefises, and settingat
nought that! penetration on whit:h we false-
}y prided ourselves.”

¢ By what means, Yoy 'dear madam,” asked
Barbara, “mwaecepuén*m completely
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accomplished, as to deceive you all? It ap.
pears to me almoat incredible.” '

1 %It bears the same incredibility in my eye,”
replied Fanny, “ now we are in the secret;
and Iam sure you will laugh at our credulity
whenI tell you, the deception was accom-
plished solely by the assistance of a Black
Wig, and the announcement of Mr. or my
Lord, as suited his immediate purpose,”

“ And what end was to be answered by so
singular a deception ?”

¢ What could it be,” replied Sir Hcrbert
with much good-humoured quickness, ¢ but
the vanity of nvalhng himself. Finding he
was a favourite in one character, he wished
to become a greatur favourite in the other;
,bub failing in the attempt, he candidly con-
fesses the whole scheme, and throws himself
upgn the mercy of these ladies, than whom
\he;g are pot three such benignant deities in
existénce, save and except Mrs. and Miss
Bloomfield.” .

“ That’s right, Baronet; never make a
compliment to one woman at the expense of
another; that is,if she be present. It engen-
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ders enmity, and answers no earthly purpose
but to put us out of conceit with ourselves;
and that isa matter so éastly accomplished, in
this age of modest timidity, that we ought
rather to be encouraged than depressed.”

“ You mentioned news, madam, on ymn:
first entrance,” observed Rosette ; ¢ may we
be indulged with a communication ?”

¢ Certainly. The post, you know, has
day after day been imposing upon the public
by false statements,and tantalizing! the Misses
with fancied accounts of bridal finery; but
this morning the T———y L——g was, to all
intents and purposes, marrigd at St. James’s
church in a cottage bonnet,in which she is
said to have looked interesting; and who
can doubt it ? Eighty thousand a year would
create interest in any breast susceptible jof the
love of money. That the avaricious plans of
the R——I D——e were defeated, reflects
credit upon the young lady, and I hope the
son of the Irish Secretary will never give her

cause to repent sacrificing ambition on the
altar of Love.”
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CHAP. IIL

h A BIRTH.DAY BALL==~CHARACTERS~=AND
AN ELOPEMENT.

THE day preceding Mr. Strickland’s ju-
‘bilée, Fanny and Rosette had been making
pirchases, and were returning to their car-
tage, wherl a handsome chariot drew up,
and discovered the identical lady they before
remarked as resembling Julia. Her face was
towards them as they left the shop; but
some object on the other side apparently at-
tracted her attention, for she immediately
turned her head, and they departed more
than ever struck with the similitude.

The decorations for the approaching féte
were the sole invention and joint labour of
out young friends, and never were taste and
fancy more successfully exerted. The flowers
‘which ‘ornamented the ball.room floor were
copied from 'life, and almost rivalled na-
"ture’s’ hagdy works. So rich and glowinlg
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were the tints, so correct the delineation,
that Mr. Strictland declared, had there been
another apartment in the house at all suitable
for the purpose, he would have locked up
the one in question, and preserved it as. a
monument of female genius and industry.
The lustres, the sconces, the candelabres—
the fruits, the ices, the: jellies, v‘;uv,:l spnfec-
tions, were all supplied frem e,;nmggq honses
in the city; for to send west of, TW?W
for what. could be as well suppligd,from. the
east,. would,  Mr. Strictland, thought, be.3s
much out of character ip, a London, mes-
chant, as for a duchess to buy her millinery
in St. Paul's Church~yard or 3 coungess her
sarsrets and muslins in, Cheapsidg. ;. . Let
every class of people,” he observedy enmu.
rage, as much as possible, tb%mqntry, the
town, or neighbourhood, where. ;heytgﬂde 3
-nor cherish an opinion, that .begause; certain
-articles are purchased near hqm,ﬁ;kgy{:gust
necessarily be inferipr in intrinsic, yah}g,,zqr
exterior:shew. Itisto this, bsy{d nthon
we ‘may.attribyte the censnrable ,par;;g,l;gy
for foreign commodities, to the detrimept of
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‘ody’own manufictarer or artizan, whe.yield
“to-1ib tountry on the globe,;- either:in theory
- OY:Practice; and yet-are obliged frequently to
“give place w artists, who ' have .no superior
claim to eti’&tagemnt upon the score of
‘merit, and. cert#inly none upon the scale
of ‘local pretension:. Natiomal prejudice, in
"my opinfog, is both 'hateful and uncha-
ritable ; ‘but not:so unnatural as national dis-
-couragement. The one takes its rise from
‘bigotry, and is as illiberal as that which con.
tracts ‘Christian salvation; or, in political
~controversy, sets every one down for a fool
who differs in sentiment ; the other owes its
‘existence to the vain:glorious wish of being
ifirst imthe hst of Gashionable folly; whose
Tipstaries shew their weakness by despising
what is in itself good, but easily attainable;
-and paying prodigally for foreign merchan-
~dize of inferior quality, and valuable only
“in‘ pFoportion to its scarcity.”-
" To my town readers, who daily witness |
the unjustifiable profusion of a modern en-
tteptainment ;° where lamps of wvariefated
‘Hués rival the meridian sun in''splendour—
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where thungdreds are- given for. chalking. a
floor, whose beauty is not of as many.hours
duratien——where more money is squandered
upon an. gpera-singer for warbling a single
song, -than would comfortibly maifttain
many.poor families for twelve monthg—a
‘more particular description of Mr. Strict-
land’s rooms would be uninteresting. To
my- country readers, ‘ who never knew
.dissipation beyond a race ball,” the recital
would .appear like the romance of a:fairy
tale, and be as easily c¢redited, . Thergfore we
ishall leave it to the reader’s imagipation to
form the coup d'il according to his. own
fancy; only observing, that nothing -was
wanting to make it tasteful and elegant; and
nothing expended in mere proﬁpslon and
extravagance. Lait e ke
"The company. were numercus md; b respect-
able, nor werg titlés wanting to: glwmtgso
our heroine’s natal day. .. Lady. M&Wbﬂd
represented Fanny, and -her mother Tosuch
seducing) colours, that the Daghest;fisNew-
land and her daughters, Ladies, Albing, and

Sidney Talbot, . beggedl .an .introduction;
2 ES
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which her Ladyship,* proud-te do horour to:
her young relative, and, perhaps, with a fur-
ther view -of martifying her- Lord, and-his
equally artognt sxstet, gladly comphed
with, W :

Her Grace had prewously promlsed her-
self for the twenty-first ; but to gratify Lady
Milford’s wish, that Fanny’s coming out
should be-equally respectable and splendid ;
sie waived her former engagement, and
enfered Mr. Strictland’s hospitable mansion
at eleven o’clock, led by her nephew, the
Honourable Leslie Talbot, and followed by
her daughters, Lady Milford and Maria;
the'two latter escorted by Captain Corbett,
of the guards, who had of late paid much
and particular attention to Lady Maria.

"The' apartments anterior to the bill-room
were by this time crowded ; and Fanny was
haading off the second dance with Sir Her-
bBert- ﬁhntley, when our fashionable party
made their way to Lady Ann and Mr. Strict-
fand, amidst much bustle and confusion, vi-
-sible both aﬁongst the dancers and the
Iokngers; when names of suchhigh consi-



FANNY. FITZ-YORK: 83

deration were announced..' Fory preyious to
their arrival, no- title- above thng oﬁ 2
City,. nght rand" his -Lady, - Wife whad - re-
sounded, thrpugh the . antgerqﬂms if. we
except Sir Herbert Huntley ; Ao were their
supériors expected to grace a Lomband-sireet
ball. . The dapper, smirking,. smiling: 8if
Billys and Sir Jackys, with their overgrowm
wives and affected daughters;ilooked-as: they
felt; chagrined at the little wished-for ap-
pearance of real rank and legitimate conrt-
liness. To these .enviable distinctions, .the
younger ladies added much native loveliness;
and each individual betrayed a well-bred,
unaffected ease of manner, peculiar to their
situation, and rarely acquired by those, who
found their; slaims to gentility upon, the for-
tuitous, events of trade, or the precarious
chances of Change alley. By this. obsexrvar
tion, I mean not to cast reflectigns ﬁ'pcm
commerce, or those respectable people -who
honourably  follow it, They..are eqmally
estimable in their way, and, . perhaps,, upqn
the whole, more valuable members of soci-

ety. . .All.I wish to urge is, that the tradmg

‘‘‘‘‘
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part of the community. support their own
rank in life ; and, not. by adopting, of af-
fecting manners, which never sit easy; lay
themselves open to the censure and ridicule
of those, who. have .sense and moderation
enough to act consistently. K

- The -dance being finished, Fanny and her
partner joined the Duchess, and were most
graciously received. Sir Herbert Huntley
-was known by name-to her Grace; but no
personal intercourse subsisted between them,
although her nephew Talbot and he were
upon terms of familiarity, owing to a chance-
-medley rencontre at a house of fashionable
dissipation in the neighbourhood of Port-
land-place. Captain Corbett was a stranger
to the whole party, except the Lountess and
Lady Maria; and was one of those hateful
-and dangerous characters, a male coquejte. In
the compahy of young women, wh¥ had
attagied any degree of celebrity, either for
fashion or beauty, “.he sighed; and looked,,
"and sighed-again;” not from feeling, but
with a systeiﬁ*htic design -to gain attention
.and win their affections. For this his. person
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was emiuently qualified: to:a handsomeface
and fascinating manners, were added s self-
possession and confidence, nething had power
to overcome, and a perse g industry,
which: would: have ‘been ho#oumﬂe in a
good cause, X
This being Lady Marms first. wmtér in
town, which the daily prints had not failed
-to. make" public, he laid his plans of introduc-
tion; and finding her likely to obtain, made
his court with a perseverance few unprepos-.
sessed females could resist from a man. of
Corbett’s pretensions. Thus matters rested,
-without any positive declaration, for that was
not admitted into the noble Captain’s system,
when the city ball introduced our heroine to
his notice. Fanny’s personal pretensions were
.every way superior to her cousin’s; and the
light in which she appeared this evening,
threw a radiance around hery’ whlch pro-
««duced-in Corbett's eyes an appearanoemearly
celestial. As queen-of the. fete, universal
. homage and attention were p‘gd to her, even
by the Duchess and Lgdy Milford. In beauty
she ‘bore away the palm’ from her young
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companions ; and so light and graceful were.
her movements in_the meandering dance; so
much cheerful happiness shone in her anis.
mated countenance, always beaming with:
mind-and.intelligence, that the men invari-
ably voted her an object of delight, and.
many of the feinales a subject of envy.” -
After proper respect had been paid..to
Lady Milford’s friends, the dance was re-
sumed. Sir Herbert Huntley had the honour
of precedence with Lady Aibina Talbot;
Major Grantham, a particular friend of the
Baronet’s, stood up with Lady Sidney; Cap-
tain Corbett led off Lady Maria; Fanay,
contrary to iie general rule and her own,
wish, which would have placed her at the
bottom of the set, made the fourth couple
with Mr. Talbot; Miss Bloomfield took the
next station with a young (,lergymam-»and
Rosette gave her hand to. the heir of A
Knight, who was moreover one of the body
corporate. The remainder- of the set con-
sisted of youpg people, whom my readers
will . probabgy never, hear of again, and
therefore it would, be needless to . name.
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Should any of them, at a future period; stum-
ble upon eur path;-of iwhichiat'present there
is no denying :the' possibility, wd shall .bear
this evening in mind, and nméfail to recog-
nize them, ‘as acting a part in Mr. Strict-
land’s jubilee. - i

Whilst the dance proceeded, the Duchess,
Lady Milford, Lady Ann, Mrs. Bloomfield,
and Mr. Strictland, entered into a spirited
conversation, without noticing the vicinity
of an elderly gentleman, who, however,
seemed to pay more attention to their dis-
course, than to the merry groupe, whose
movements kept pace with the lively fiddle
and animating tabor. After discussing many-
fashionable topics, Mrs. Bloomfield descanted
upon what she pleased to call the faults of
the Regent. :

‘No: one choosing, however, to controvert,
or sécond her, we suppose the: company
ttiought the time or place ill suited fof such
discussion. But the widow consulted neither,
when the foibles: or follies of the great ap-
peared to -deserve: reprehensibn ; in such
cises no-delicacy appalled her-—no punctilio
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restrained the license of her speech—she
dashed through thick and thin, and the more
elevated her object, the more spirite,d-were
her philippics.

The Duchess took advantage of a pause to
hope the present introduction would bea
forerunner of intimacy and friendship. * We,
who live in the world,” she continued,
< must, in some degree, live for the world ;
but though I am obliged to give up some
portion of my time to frivolity, I am never
so truly happy as when surrounded by a
select few, who draw their enjoyments from
sources more solid. These seasons of in-
tellect are countenanced by many worthies
of either sex, who with Lady Milford
shines a bright constellation, and reflects
more honour on my conversationes than, be-
ing present, L;shall venture to dlscloseh e

“I'am glad,” replied the Countess, “ your
Grace ig. considerate enough to spare my
modesy. . Blushes are so rare in the ninas
teenth century, and, of consequence, in such
thne&, that, though exhibited by a
flidele, neither, young nor handsome,. they
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might be found irresistible, and: draw -fnore
attention than youth ‘and beauty, niot édu-
cated at Tremorne, would like to witnéss.”

“ That insinuation means,-I. sippose,”
subjoined her ‘Grace, “ that envy' and jea-
lousy are strangers at Tremorne:”

“ Not absolute strangers,” replied Lady
Ann; “ but they are visitors to whom we
give no encouragement, and, of course, sel-
dom intrudé to embitter those pleasures,
their frequent society would render ]oyless
and destructive,”

“ Happy Tremorne!” ejactilated the stran-
ger, “ and doubly happy P~ parent, whose
instructions and exampi: have banished such
intruders from her dwei'ing.”

- Lady Ann and Mr. Strirtland’s looks ex-
pressed surprise, for the person of the stran-

erwa,s unknown, nor had he been mtro-
duced But as his appearancé“was, ;n a
prepossessing degree respectable, and Highly
venerable, tliéy naturally concluded he came
it company with some frlen% and' ‘conse-
quently Was no improper inmaté, -

'“ Lady Ann Fitz-York,” said Mrs. Bloom-
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field, looking at the stranger, -**is.; indeed
deserving of all praise-; and at this moment
experiences the happy effects of an education
constructed upon principles of wisdom and
rationality. In Miss Fitz-York we trace the
modelling kand of a master, where nothing
is distorted or out of proportion. Each
part, or pursuit, harmonizes, and the whole
approaches as near perfection as humanity is
capable of.” ¢ And are thesé the females
whose nearest connexions neglect them ”
asked the stranger, ‘¢ connexions whose
greatest boast consists in their alliance

It ought noto be,” replied Mrs. Bloom-
field. ‘ o
“ It shall not be,” vociferated the stranger
with some warmth ; “I have not only the-will
but the pow-er to correct so flagrant an abuse,
and both sh:all be exerted in support of Fenﬁle
weakness.”

-«¥Bupport females, oy good, frlend
plied the widow, ¢ with -all your power and
might; but. in this. instance, we confess -no
weakness;either mental or corporeal;. education
has corrected them both. Extreme dejicacy,
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or affected imbecility:form no - part-of Lady
Ann’s system ;:the mentality of her pupil has
acquired strength fronr exertion; and power
frem frequentuses” . : - S
. “You are a warmadvocate, madam.” -~

“1 would fain prove so. You'will never
find me vapid, where worthis to be extolled,
or folly ridiculed. In either instance, I praise
or blame with all the powers of my mind;
though I confess tie lash or the currycomb
feel more easy in mv grasp, than Faine’s re«
nowned trampet; for the latter frequently
speaks of deeds, which it were tor the credit
of the partyto bury in oblivicen ;3 whilst the
former endeavours to whip or wrud people
into amappearance, at icost, of ritionality and
propriety ; though there may be no orxgmal
bias in the mind for either,” T

A Ygur opinions and choice of words,
mada?n, are uncommon, and I fike thent
Sincerity-of expression is so little used, es-
pecially by your sex, that-it pleases from ' its
novelty;and-ought. to. be . valued in propor-
tion;-to convince you of its eftimation in
my opinion, { request, for cogent:reasons,
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to be indulged with a private interview; and
if you honour me so far »?

“Name your #ime, and.I will appomt a
place.” . .
“ Sunday Jworning, Twelve o'dock.”

¢ At my own house. There’s my card.
But if you hgve any matrimonial designs in
vaur head, of which Iam the object, I ad-
.vise you for your own sake, to seek no fur-
ther communication ; for I shall most cer-
tainly be cruel, although you area comely
man—an Irishman—and on the right side
of seventy.”

« Were I’ thirty years younger, there is
nothing about you that might tempt a man,
not over fastidious, to make matrimonial
overtures; but from me you have nothing
to fear. It is the happiness and future pros-
perity of the young and blooming Fanny
Tam anxious to promot.c s and1 thmka com-
munication with you may forward it.”

“Say no more. On such asubJeCt Ishould
not fear to appoint 2 meeting, even - “in’'my
bed chamber But give me your card. daat
I may know at lcast the name of the person
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with whom T have’ thus ﬁubhdy made’ an
appointment.” e

The old gentleman wrote thé name of
O¢Brian on a slip of paper, and with a bow
of theold school withdrew. ",

“ Similar minds naturally'fitﬁite, “ ex-
claimed her Grace. “The Hibernian appears
littleless eccentric than yourself, Mrs. Bioom.
field ; and if it were possible, invisibly to
witness your téte-a-téte, I fancy amusement
of the most delicate kind mwht be ob-
tained.”™ C

«1 have heard Lady Mountcastle,” ob-
served the Countess, “ mentidn the name of
'OBrian as attached to a wealthy relative of
her Lord’s, and from whom the family ex-
pect a large dccession of property. From
the hint this gentleman gave, I am led to
conclude they are one and the samé person.”

“ Your Ladyship’s conjecture;”. v rephed
Mr. Strictland, © will I doubt not, be’ found
correct; but he seems to entertain too high
an opmlon of Lady Mountcastle’s disposi-
tion, or to know too little of Lady Ann
Fitz-York, if he flatters himself with any
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lasting :accommiodation;: Their 'minds are
too lofty to assimilate:?? r+ i edy oy
“ That - sets ‘my' observation’. at nought,”
smilingly observed the Duchess- *#:* + :
~ “ What observation, your Grace?” asked
Mr. Strictland. :
‘“That similar minds unite;” rephed the
Duchess, «-
.. “Not at all, madam. For ‘though the
‘sisters are both high-minded, there is not the
least similarity between them. The lofti-
ness of Lady Mountcastle consists in over-
weening pride, and overbearing contempt
towards those who take a lower step on the
‘ladder of elevation than herself. Lady Ann
Fitz-York’s dignity, on the contrary, has its
sourcg, in true greatness of mind, and real
nobility of heart. Her disposition points
out’'suavity and good breeding towards all
created matter, poor or rich, with the single
exception of those who- treat her and hers
with unmerited ‘contempt.” Towards such_
her spirit is lofty and ¢ommanding: ‘beyond
what could be expected from: the usual
meekness and mildness of her manners.”
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« Jf.you waiit another, witness to Lady
Ann’s character,” subjoined:. -the Countess,
let me be called ;. who have known her long
enough to vouch for her goodness, though
not Jong enough to counteract _that oppres-
sion and injustice she so properly/#esents from
the senior members of her noble house.”

“ Lady Ann could only bow her thanks
for the flattering and friendly remarks of
her host, and his visitors, as the dance.at
that moment ended, and Fanny, with her
more immediate companions, joined the
group ; when the conversation took a desul-
tory turn till supper was announced. No
delicacy the season could produce, or money *
purchase, was omitted to gratify the palate;
and though nature was not distorted to pro-
duce artificial rivers, inhabited by real fish,
or banks of foliage, in an atmosphere where
neither could possibly exist ; and the: forma-
tion of which would have fed and clothed
all -the poor .squalid:abjects, who frequent
the neighbourhood of Pall Mall; yet;there
was every thing to satisfy true faste,-and to
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give pleasure to minds not vitiated by, the
extravagant refinements of modern Juxury.

Mr, O‘Brian anxiously pressed forward

to gain a seat where he could observe, with-
out appearing watchful, the motions,. and
hear the conversation of our heroine ; and
was fortunate enough to procure a, situation
nearly opposite. Captain Corbett, her part.
ner in the last dance, was seated beside her,
and, intones the most gentle and insinuating,
offered his services to forward her wishes,
and supply her wants. TFanny, the unsophis-
ticated child of nature and education, un-
suspicious of any lurking design, treatecd
‘him with unaffected good humour, although
she found him less lively—less pleasant——and,
altogether, less agreeable than Sir Herbert
Huntley, Lord Moseley, .or indeed any
young man of her acquaintance.

Had Fanny been a vain girl, or even 2
coquette, she might have seen something in
Corbett’s manner that. would  have fed the
one, and gratified the other ; but fully assur-
ed of his attachment to her cousin, she at-
tributed the softness of his manners to a
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natural. feebleiresst of character; and:.the-
qtguishiﬁgf'of ‘his really. wellset eyes, to. a -
weekness in: the optic.nerve.

Mrz O‘Brien watched narrowly,: and had
'she observed him, she would hawe thought.-
rather rudely, all Fanny’s actions j’and found.
as he had been led to hope, mifgh:te admire.
T'here was a native ease and unconscipusness
in all she said and did, that charmed the old
gentleman, and raised a friend where she
had no expectation of making even a com-

MOR acquaintance. :

After supper dancing re-commenced with
additional spirit ; but to our herbine’s great
relief, she was pre-engaged whenever Corbett
solicited her hand. This, of course, made:
him very unhappy, at least he -said sog and:
who could disbelieve words uttered with a
sigh, and eyes that looked, and hanguished,
and spoke unutterable-things, .1+

A waning moon lighted the nocturnal ¥e.:
vellers to their different homes ; and as rest,
for this night at least, was.gonebeyond. recall;
with no immediate wishsto~overtake him ;:
another hour imperceptibly glided' away - in-

VOL. I o4
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remarks, the offspring of gaiety and inexperi-
ence on the one side, and observations,
resulting from sagacity and worldly know-
ledge on the other. *Iverymuch dislike,”
observed Fanny, ¢ though I scarcely know
why or wherefore, the companion whom
usage placed by my side at the supper table,
and wondet*at Maria’s taste in selecting such
a tame piece of insipidity as an object of pre-
ference. To-me he appears intellectually
weak, and vapidly affected; then there is
such a languor in his otherwise fine eyes,
that - was more than once on the point of
recommending optical aid, to counteract the
melting softness which appeared almost to
liquify them.” ¢ What impression have the
Dukeof Newland's daughters and Mr. Talbot
left upon your mind?” enquired - 'Lady
Ann. - "
“The eldest, Lady Albina, appears as cold,
and almost as insensible as marble. Her
countenance never once relaxed during the
dance, which to me gave her an appearance
truly laughable ; for can any thing be more
whimsical, than to see the face fixed and
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immoveable, whilst every otlier member of
the body is engaged in’ an exercise the most-
cheerful and exhilarating? 1 can compare
such an exhibition to nothing but. the Auto-
maton you shewed me yesterday at Maillar-
dets, whose feats upon the rope were cer-
tainly very neat, but soul-less, for want of
that animation the human countenance can
alone pourtray. Such was Lady Albina’s
dancing. Her steps were good, and her at-
titudes graceful, but without- the mind, that
could alone render them pleasing.”

‘¢ So much for the Duke’s first-born. How
did Lady Sidney strike you ?” -

“As a lively, good-humoured rattle;
whose laughing eyes and dimpled mouth
made her sister’s solemn gravity the-more-
conspicuous, Not that I think she has a jot
more mind than Lady Albina, though she
possesses the talent of making herself vastly
agrecable in a Ball Room. The Honourable
Mr. Talbot is a being of a higher descrip-
tion. He cannot only be pleasant, where
pleasure is the standing order ; but, if I have
‘any penetration, ¢an ornament ‘and embel-

F2
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lish any society, however splendid in talent,
or eminent in wisdom.”

“ Heyday!” exclaimed Mr. Strictland, I
never heatd you so warm in praise of a
young man before. ~ If beauty had been
added to his other qualifications, I should
have trembled for your heart; but being
what your 8éx in general call a plin man—"

“ Not plain, Guardian; he is only not
handsome ; and to that cause we may per-
haps attribute his mental excellence. For
handsome man, 1 generally read Cozcomb ; nor
does my trifling experience, in London at
least, dictate an exception, if I omit Lord
Moseley. Ihave not had time, or opportu-
nity this evening, to study character very
minutely, but Captain Corbett is a case in
point; and if I mistake not, the clergyman
who danced with you, Rosette, immediately
preceding supper, is another. 'Those ivory
teeth, white hands, and well-formed nails
have not arrived at their present. perfection,
without more anxiety and care than ought
fo be given to such trifles; and the pains he
took to display them, confirm me in a belicf
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that religion, -with hlm, !13 secondary to
mty ”»

;+% An mtelhgent yawn from the worthy
citizen reminded Lady Ann tha,‘.g sleep, al-
though it might be protracted, Would at
dength assert its rights; and convince us,
without the aid of a single argument, that
‘repose is mot metply useful, b% absoluté]y
necessary.’

The sun had Journeyed half his ‘course,
though to the inhabitants of London this
day invisible, ere Lady Ann met her friend
in the breakfast-room; amd before the usual
enquiries could be answered, 2 servint ‘an-
nounced the Reverend Mr. Cavendlsh and
young Tudor.

Her Ladyship rose with real pleasnre to
receive them, but checked her joy ‘on perceiv-
ing the more than usual paleness anid solem-
nity of the curate’s countenance; Wwho,

. raising her offered hand to his lips, in tremu-
-Jous accents faultered out his compliments,
but without waiting for a rep)y, rushed ‘to
the windgw, and covering’ h:s ‘face with his
. handkerchief, sobbed aloud. Lady Ann
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followed him not,”but was silently appealing
to Tudor for an explanation; when. Fanny
and Rosette, the former warbling a favourite
air, entegg the room. The colour mounted
into Tud®t’s face the moment he heard her
voice ; but when she entered, his eyes were
timidly cast down, as if doubting his recep-
tion. A moment, however, was sufficient to.
dispel all#far; ‘ for the friends were no
sooner assured of the reality of his presence,
than an exclamation of the most pleasurable
kind escaped their lips, and seizing each a
hand, they poured forth questions as rapidly
as if in strife which could utter the greater
quantity of matter in a given time; and
Henry could only bow, and smile, and for-
get, in the delirium of the moment, thatany
object brought him to town. of a less “pleas-
ing nature than what now presented itself.
The friends were only stopped in their rapid
career by Lady Ann gravely pointing to
‘Mr. Cavendish, whose grief seemed to have
increased, in proportion to the voluble hap.
piness of her, whose present peace he was
going to destroy. .-
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The countenances of the young people im-
n;edxately settled into gravxty ;, and advanc-
ing to the worthy pastor, he turned upon
them his grief-swollen eyes, and spbbed out
“ wretched—lost—undone Juli

“ Julia!” exclaimed his sister, “What of
Julia? Speak—tell me what of Juha P

¢ She has ruined herself !— rdered her
father! and entailed everlas
upon us all !’

Rosette, without answering, fell lifeless
into the arms of her friend; , when her
brother now first discovered his 1mprudence
in not breaking the evil tldmgs more; gently,
to a mind susceptibly alive to famlly attach-
ment. But the evil was beyond recall ;
and snatchmg her inanimate form from the
scarcely-supporting arms of Fanny, ‘whilst
Mr. Strictland rang for assnstancc,“ he bxtterly
apostrophized his own thoughthss precipi-
tance, and more, than ever ‘deprecated the
vileness of her who  had wrought such
-complicated dlstress. P

The ysual remedies d the des1red effect
in, restoring ammatxon, ‘but could they
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“;minister to a -mind digeased ¥’ A -sister
who, till her awn: removal tothe’ 'lower, had
been ‘her. constant companion, affectionate
rglative—:,gg,pd true friend ;—whose beauty. of
person anily kept pace with the innocence and
purity of her life ;—could such a female stoop:
to dishonour—*‘ throw -away the ‘pear! -of
high price’g=and become the slave of licentis:
ousnesy ? \ﬁ ceaet

-The loss of her honoured parent, under
such circumstances, ‘was only a secondary
copsideratipn; for death was 2 cessation -of
pain, an annihilation of feeling, and what
feeling could be otherwise than -pained at ‘2
davghter’s dishonour ?

After the first ebullitions xef gnef had
subsided, and Lady Ann had given orders to
admit. no company, Henry, at the request of
his, tutor, entered upon the distressing siarra-
tive. ;¥ Fen.days ago,” hebegan, “a letter-
arrived at the vicarage, directedto Miss Julia
Cavendish. Jt bore the Exeter post mark, and
as- the writing .whs evidently his: ‘brother’s,
my tutor.naturallygopened it, not being able
otherwise to account for a circumstance so/ex-
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traordinary. Theletterspoke:of the wretched-
nessof ahousenotunder female management—
hinted that the allotted tonth ‘was expired-—
and requested her immediate retu i Mr.Ca-
vendish, as'you may suppose, wéssthunder-
struck at reading these unintelligible words,
andlostno timeinseeking-an explanation from
the writer. Mr. Francis Cavendigh, informed
his brother, that Julia requested™™a: mosath’s
absence, under the plea of visiting her rela-
tions at Tremorne, which te unwillingly
granted, though it would have been cruel to
refuse. - Stepping into the chaise, she said,.
in rather :and embarrassed manner, as hésince

recollects, I shall not write during my -
absence, but reserve all communication for the
fire-side. You will be equally silent, for we
sometimes, you know, want matterduring our
longeveningtéte-A-tétes,andtheadventures of
one month will afford subjects of conversation
forhalf adézen.’ *But for heaven’s sake,” con-
tinued Mr. Francis-Cavendish, ¢ where is Julia
if not at Tremorne? whit is become of her ?’

¢« Toaquestionof my tptor’s, respécting ’
~any attachment she .might: have foithed, b

F3
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replied, ‘I certainly taxed her with giving
- too much encouragement to the flirtations
of Captain Noble; but she acquiesced in my
opiniong with such apparent candour, and
promised so faithfully to give up the ac-
quaintance, that until your question brought
him to my.recollection. I had forgot that
such a pg%mn existed,’ ¢Her brother now
examined “the’ young lady’s drawers, but
- found them empty. His next care was to
-enquire of an. officer, with whom he had
. frequently seen him, whether Captain Noble
remained in tewn? His friend at first wished
to deny all knowledge of him, but seeming
suddenly to recollect himself replied;: ©he
believed the Captain Noble glluded to quitted
Exeter at such a period,” n ing the very
day Julia left home.

¢ This corroborated my Tutor’s worst fears,
and he. returned to Tremorne in a frame of
mind which beggars description. .- ..

“ The disclosure of his daughter’s elope-
ment”’——continued *young ' Tudor, timidly
looking at Rosefte, whose face again- became
«of 4n ashy, paleness, *had not I better, my
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dear Sir, postpone further commumcatxon ?
Miss Cavendish Cong e
< Oh! no!. no!” gephed Rosette, “ Jet
me hear all—lJet me know the w L5t—your
account cannot exceed the dre: picture
my imagination has pourtrayed.” ., |
« A fit of apoplexy,” continued the youth-
ful narrator, his eyes brﬂlnant ith the tear
of sensibility, « reduced ‘the &&» old man
to the brink of the grave; and not till yes-
terday did he shew the famtest sign of re-
collection.” ;
- % Recollection !” screamed Rose, ¢ is. my
dear father still living? Oh joy!—Oh ec-
stacy !” .
“ He lives,? replied Mr. Cavendish, meekly ;
% but that, my dear Rose, is no cause ®f ex-
ultation. His more than childish imbecility
presents a melancholy picture of bodily and
mental ruin, far more grievous—greatly
more heart-rending, than had we followed
him. to the peaceful grave, The, moment
our.'goad brother George pronounced his
case-hopeless, though nqg immediately dan.
gerous, I left home to fulfil that duty..to
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others, our aged parent no longer-requires;
thit fulfilled, you, my dear.girl, with' Lady
Ann and Miss Fitz-York's -permiision, will
accompany me to Tremorne, and watchthe
declining days of-a man, ‘who, -until this
heavy calamity -befel him, never knew an
hour’s sickness himself, and yet ‘couldsym-
pathize with ‘those that suffered, -and’ minis-
ter to the bodnlrinﬁrmxtxes of ‘the ‘meanest
person in his ne:ghbounhood
“1 am now . going to the - coffee-houses
and taverns, to see if I can trace the wretch
who seduced poor Jylia from her duty.”—
. % Suppose you do trace him,” interrupted
'Mr. Strictland, ¢ what follows ¢’ - - . ...
* Nothing that would reflect dishonour
on my cloth,” replied the Curate; *“but
rather increase its lustre. I wouldsprobe
him to the quick; but it should be with no
weapon more pointed thdr the tongue;:l
would, if possible, ‘bring a sinfer : to this
senses—rescue the once innocent Julia: from
sinking still deeper into the pit of -depravity
—and restore her—Oh God! that-it ‘were
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possible b—to repentance, and to a life . of
usefulness.”

My dear friend,” replied Mr. Strictland,
¢ your meeting with this military-scoundrel,
and his consequent conversion, are very fine
subjects in theory ; but give me leave, who
know a little more of the world, to assure
you, that the practical part will, he very dif-
ferent. You are meek and m : and col-
lected here ; but are you prepared to cope
with arrogant pride and ignorant imperti-
nence?! I the former be his character, he
will tell you he has done your sister honour;
if the latter, he will quiz your profession, and
be doubly insolent under the persuasion that'
you dare not!carry matters to extremity.
Trust, my dear Sir, to a cooler head, at least
one less interested than your own. I will
make the necessary enquiries ; if the wretch
be known, and his residence ascertained, I
will undertake the seducer, whilst you re-
claim the seduced ; and if we both fail, we
must console ourselves with having done our
duty, and leave the rest toProvidence.”

Lady Ann, who generally agreed in think-
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ing Mr. Strictland a wmiracle of prudence,
"now joined her intrezities,@pd sugceeded in
persuading Mr. Cavendish to acquiesce in
their friend’s proposition, and finally to.take
that repose the occurrences of the week had
nearly deprived him of.

Rosette, when the first paroxysm of grief
abated, and reason and reflexion convinced
‘her of the inutility of brooding over ills, for
which in their present state there was no
remedy, suggested to Fanny, the more than
probability of their having twice encountered
the dcluded Julia; though the little likeli-
hood there then appeared of its being her in
reality, had merely pointed out a resem-
blance. Now the hateful truth is too ob-
vious; they recollected, partieularly at their
last gpeeting, two days ago, the lady i the
char?c:t avoiding further notice, by ‘tirning
away her head as they ad@ced to the shop-
_door. , ¢ Oh!” continued Rosette, * had I
then been convinced of the fatal certainty,
I would bave forced my way into the .car-
riggge; and submitted to any humiliation, to
withdraw a sister from the errors of pollu-
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tion!" .She would not:have resisted my ar-
guments~I knpw she would not !—Julia.can
never be the confirmed victim of vice
Some base arts have been employed--some
deceptive measures used, to seduce a girl ha-
bitually innocent, and virtuously educated,

#.from her Home—her friends—her religion—
and her God !, But she will return to-them
all—I know she will. Tonce discovered,
her brother and sister’s tears will work upon
a mind not callous from cystom—not yet
hardened by vicious.ntercourse.”

Rosette really thought as. she spoke; but
the fact is, Julia, at Rockhampton, innogent,
even to childishness, lively, playful, and ea-
-sily .persuaded, because she had no. settled
opinions of Ner own, by a six months’ resi-
dence in Exeter, under the care of a brother,
as volatile and fond of pleasure as herself,

. became a gay,«flighty, good-humoured co-
.quette. . Flattered by the men, and not un-
.der the sober controul of a fema]e; who
might have counteracted the poison con-
-veyed by, the other sex, she fell an casy
preyto the gallint attentions of an officer,
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who introduced himself to her netice, under

the assumed mame of Capyin Noble; and

painted a life of ease, affluence, and pleasure,

in such seducing colours, that the ill-fated

Julia, in an evil hour, accepted the protection
of a libertine—was the immediate cause of

her father’s illness, and final death—ands.
brought shame and sorrow upon those, who .
would have died to save her from either.

Mr. Strictland was indefatigable in his en-
quiries after Julia’s destroyer; but all his
endeavours of Course proved unavailing.
Captain Noble was unknown at the taverns.
and - coffee-houses round St. James's; and
after  frequenting several places of amuse-
ment, in hopes of discggering, the infatuated
girl, without effect, Rosetfe and her brother
left tggm go watch by the sxck-bed Of an:.
cXpiring parent.

Young- Tudor, now in: ﬁxs twenty-ﬁrst
year, had received orders to embark foz, He- -
ligoland, and quitted London, the same. day;
But, prevmus to his dqux;ure, had, a,lopg

——————

and her. daughtea;, To them e laid open
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each‘"emot:én' of 'his: “ruitéless heatt-—painted™
his staté’of ‘miridefrom 'their first Adqtaint--
ance, even t the'present hour—and assured”
them no ‘length of time<—no - chiinge “of"
place6¢ ¢ircumstances, could alter his fixed:
resolve to devote his maturity to the interest-
g’ companion of his juvenile days ; elther
as a friend, anxious in h@l‘ *happiness, of,
could he hope -for a return o affection, in 4*
more endearing - character. 3 That I have
gone beyond my first intention,” ‘he coti-*
nued, ° which was to have ascertained the
means -of supporting a wife, -ere I took the
liberty of soliciting one, I confess ; ‘but wheén’
I rvéflected on the irresistible loveliness of -
my angél playfellow, the dangers'of procras- -
tination assailed me too powerfully todeave
th@k:ngd@m«m doubt and uncertaigity. *Par-
don, then, amy beloved friendds, the temerity
of -your - devotedinil highty-honoured - Tu-
dor;-and ‘think of him as one who would,
-with pleasure,lay dowri his life to promete -
your felicity, and who ¢an ‘know no lmppi-
ness, distinct from your society.”
'Fanny,-“whose - childish attachment had
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¢ grown with her growth,” certainly gave
Tudor a decided preference; but she was
too happy in her domestic connexions to
wish for any change, and least of ‘all, a
change that would probably separate her
from a parent and friends so deservedly
dear.

Lady Ann, who knew every movement
of her daughter’s heart, thanked him in that
daughter’s name for the honour his attach-
ment conveyed ; and confirmed the pleasure
she should have, at some future period, in a
nearer alliance, provided his opinions re-
mained the same, and Fanny’s confessed
friendly regard ripened to a warmer senti-
ment ; reminding him, that he alsp had pa-
rents, who probably had other views—views,
distinct from those his youthful imagination
had”| pictured, and widcly differing from the
plans he had so prematirely formed. ¢ At
any rate, my young friend,” concluded her
Ladyship, ‘‘ your happiness will be ever deag,
to us; and whether Fanny be destined to
promote it, or the will of Providence point
out separate paths, [ trust the ultimate end
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of both will be the attainment of that -feli-
city you so richly deserve.”

Fanny; endeavouring to suppress her. teats,
gave her hand to Tudor, who, pressing it to
his lips-and to his heart, rushed out of the
room ; and, with a foreboding presentiment
of future ill, left his native land, and those
friends, who, since he had become capable-
of reflexion, had constituted his chief hap-
piness. .

Sir Herbert Huntley’s attachment to Ro-
sette, had long been of a decided, nature ; and
a union, sanctioned by both .their families,
would probably have taken place at this period,
had not the imprudence of Julia, and the
consequent illness of her father, dela.yed it.
Rosette’s atgument$ against such mairiage
ever’ taking place, circumstanced ag she was,
were the result of delicacy and: regard for
the honour of a:#ijin exclusively beloved; but
whose reputation was- so- dear, ‘she would
bave sacrificed her own happiness, though
not without a struggle; to have insured it.
‘¢ For,” observed.:the leroic maid, the fire of
enthusiasm lighting up her countenance,
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‘ should you now honour with yput ‘name
and titley a 'sister of her~whose criminality
will for ever reflect disgrace upon all:her
conriexions, more especially upon me, who
until within a few months have been her:
daily associate, you might be justly blamed
forimprudence. Our education, pleasurés,
pains and pastimes, were minutely similar ;
and would it be unnatural to conclude, that
the conduct of one wduld be, under similar
circumstances, the conduct of both? I hope
and believe it would not; you, doubtless, Sir
Herbert, think the same; but your wife,
should not only be individually without
blemish, but far removed from the taint of
implication. Since she has nothing but cha-
racter to bring in exchange for:wealth and
haﬁ r, that, at lJeast, should beispotless in it
self, and:pot subject-to the reproach of - fanu-
ly derelittion.” - - wirike w0

‘The yong Baronet’s regard ‘was tob sin-
¢ere and ardent fo be‘overcome by argu-
‘ménits, strictly proper in-her situation, but by
fic-ineans -sound or -conclusive. .. Rosette
seemed to make no-allowance, -though- she
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was not ignorantof their forceyfor the diffe-
renee of constitgtion and temperament.
According to her thesis, children born of the
same parents, and educated exactly alike,
must; perforce, be similarly virtuous or vici-
_ousy yet every day’s experience shews the
fallacy of this. The. good and the wicked,
spring from the same parent stem, and
though much be allowed to education, it can-
not obliterate, though it may correct, consti.
tutional faults and depravities. If, as many
assert,  the- minds of infants are like wax,
formed to receive any impression, how is it
that children of one family, living under-the
same.roof, and disciplined alike, should differ
as much in dxsposmon,@s in person?. If xgem:
are no innate ideds, why- are..the chiklish
pursuit§of boys.and girls so differed§2:A
boy-would take no pleasure in dressing. &'doll,
nor a girl in whipping a top ; one lad is na-
turally-‘humarie, another cruel ; one.the.advo-
cate: of truth, another decidedly given to
lying ;—oit- the same ground, one girl is
timid,” another bold—one sister .a prude,
-another a ‘coguette ;—but allowing no in-
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nate principles, or ideas, six children of df-
ferent sexes, brought up together exactly
upon the same plan, and there would beno
difference in their pursuits—no distinction of
character, no variation of manner ; they would
be equally good, or regularly bad.

What an awful responsibility is here
attached to the parent or nurse! It had been
better for such that they had never been
born, if they are to be answerable for their
nurslings’ misery, both here and hereafter;
which must be the case, if the wicked, the
cruel, and the depraved mind is formed en-
tirely upon their instruction.

Sir Herbert’s arguments, which tended to
this point, were conclusive; at least, they so
far satisfied Miss Cavendish, that he received
permission to visit Tremorne, and saw his
affianced wife and her respectable brother
leave town, without any other pain than what
her absence occasioned.
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CHAPTER IV.

©3

THE HIGHWAY-MAN AT BOW-STREET,~—A
MALE COQUETTE.—A PRESENTATION
AND A QUARREL.

. X
Mrs. Stoxes’ third appearance at..Bow-

.Street office was in due form announced
in the daily prints; and as the public
were in full possession of her case, from a
copious report of the former examination,
a crowded assembly waited to witness the
final termination of a trial so extraordinary.
She was dressed in the extreme of fashionable
elegance, and made her, entré with such.con-
fidence and . self-possession, that pity . was
banishedfrom the minds of those whonatyitally
feel compassion towards the gentle sex, Kow-
ever appearancgs may militate againgt them.

. After the usual ceremonies -were gone-
through, the magistrate proceeded in his ad-
ministration. , :

“Are you, Mrs. Stokes, prepared to bring
vouchers for the truth of your adventure at
or near Bath?”
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. I shall bring, forward a witness, who will
swear to the truth of the robbery; and also
to a: dedarauon,from the mouth of the h%l:-
way1pan, that the bill in question never
in,my: possession.”

¢+ “Iam glad of it, for your own sake, and
more than glad, that justice will at length
be. satisfied-—Produce you witness.” '
Brierly, who sat near the bench, now
called in an audible voice for * Robert Green-
wood !” when an ill-looking, cadaverous, but
decently-dressed man, in whose, eye lurked
treachery and decext, came fo:ward and being
sworn, and answering the usual questions
respecting name, occupatien, &c. declared
that he was one ofthe party who gathered up
the fallen: highway-man, and conducted him
to Bah.. That he saw three purses,. 2. ring,
and a watch returned to the prisoner ‘at the
bar, who. left Bath the next mornipg ; that
he was empfoyed in gttendance upon the cul-
prit,. who having: eﬁ'x:ca\enon for money tow
_ purchase necessaries, took out a red morocco
purserbefore him, the witness, and then first
discovered the exchange. That he seemed’
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concerned at the mistake, for fear, as he said,
the Lady should get into trouble ; and owned
that the purse he had given her, was by him
stolen from Lady Milford ; and besides its
present contents, originally contained a bill
value five hundred pounds, which he had
sent to a woman in Swallow Street with
whom he cohabited. That the robber re-
mained at the inn for sone tiine in a danger-
ous state, but at length decamped ' without
paying his bill, or giving him, the witness, a
recompense for all the trouble he had in nut‘s-
ing and atténding him.” - ¢ % '

“Did you ever see the highway-man before
or since ?”

« Never.” :

<s His face and voice must have bccot_né so
familiar to you, that you could doubtless
recollect both, at a period the most distant ™

T shall-nevét forget them.” »v-, ' *

Brierly, who sat on "thorns’ ﬂﬁ His¢lient
was releaséd, now hopéd the Magistrate
would:discharge Mrs. Stokes, and suﬁ'er him
to-lead her from a place where she had alreﬁdy
been too much degraded and exposcd.

VOL. IL G
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“ Certainly. We shall no longer detain
the Lady. Clerk write her release. You,
her agent, are doubtless prepared to pay the
fees?”

“To any amount.” He then with an air
of exultation, anda look of griumph directed
to his client, which she more than returned,
drew forth his purse, when a voice from the
crowd exclaimed, ¢ Robert Greenwood is a
false witness! I accuse him of perjury, and
will attend on the morrow to make good my
charge! Whether the prisoner at the bar,
and her triumphant lawyer, are confederates,
or whether that man has alike imposed upon
the court and them, must behereafter proved !
His guilt T can make appear as clear as the
sun at noon day !” ’

‘Thunderstruck at a change so unexpected,
and coming in the moment of supposed vic-
tory, Mrs. Stoke. andher confederateslooked,
for once in their lives, as they really felt.
Guilt was not more decply imprinted on
their minds, that it was copied in their faces,
and no effort could for the moment diive
it thence.
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But deception had béen tbo loﬁfg’tﬂé"p}ac-
tice of Hannah and her lf,awy'e’r' to ‘Fatltheny’
at (g present crisis. Br?eﬂy, with recovéred“
confidence, declared some one had becti
suborned to vilify them, and Fhat" pet}ury
would attach to the accuser. SRR

Mrs, Stokes had tried'a faintingfitin the
same place before withdut'éffect §* she’ dete’
1hined, therefore, on the opposité extfethe’;-
and following Brierly’s emmplé loudly de-
claimed against some secret ‘éhtiny, who was
intercsted in hery prolongcd eonfincment,
“1 shrewdly guess,” she pro@ceded “ the
quarter whence it comes; but’ innocence
must at length triumph, and the" oppressor
fall into his own toils. To.morrow I shall
again attend with my witness, to mect the
charge preferred by that stranger.”

‘“ We capnot admit your departure upon
your own biré word.” ’*“5*

« M. Bru.rly will agmﬁégwe bail for my
appearance.”

“ Brierly, yourself, and witness, are:es-
actly in the same predicament,” and cannot

G 2
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be at large without good and substantial secu-
rity. The business has now assumed a new
form, and must be legally acted upon to the
very letter,  Clerk, write their commitment ;
and you, who are witness for the perjury,
declare your name and pla@e“of abode.”

The stranger, whose appéaténce was highly
prepossessing, wrote ‘both on a card, which
he delivered to the Magistrate, and, bowing
to the court, withdrew.

* * * #* *

Lady Ann, Fanny, and her Guardian,
were leaving~home equipped for a walk,
when Mrs, Bloomfield descended from her
carriage, followed by Mr. O‘Brian, the Irish
gentleman with whom she made an appoint-
ment at the ball; and, with her usual frank-
ness, desired the whole party to- retum to
the drawmg room.

Tlus lady s will was generally delivered in
too posﬁWe a key to admit of dispute; in
their owri house, on the present occasion, it
allowed of none; they, therefore, ‘quickly
retraced their ' footsteps, without wondering
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at the widow’s eccentricities, which were by
this time too well understood to cause sur-
prise. '

They were scarcely within the apartmient,
when, seizing the hands of Lady Ann and
Fanny, she mtro;%yced them, not merely by
name, but as the;relict and daughter of the
late Mr. Fitz-York. L

“ To you, ladies,” she continued, I
present a near relation, in the person of Mr.
O¢Brian, whose inflexibility, stubbornness, and
haughty pride; originated that resentment,
which, in fict, had no solid foundation, since
it derived its unnatural being from Mr. Fitz-
York’s marriage with the Right Honourable-
Lady Ann Grosvenor, tolghe,exclus'i(’)n of an
Irish heiress, whom Mr. O‘Brian wished to
introduce into his family ; fancying himself,
no doubt, a better judge of what would con-
stitute another’s happiness than the person
most deeply interested; and who, from his
uncle’s account, was a man the least likely of
all others to make a rash or an imprudent
choice. 1 believe I have said nearly all the
good I know of this gentleman ; and, doubt-
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tess, iyom aze ymuch prepossessed by the ami-
ability ©f.-hisigharacter ; if not, he must
‘worm himself into. your esteem by the same
arts ‘which he has, I am ashamed to say,
‘successfally ,practised upon me. But, [ be-
Jieve, I have not. entirely fipished the cunning
lesson this man of mudfrgdesign imposed
upon me. ,.Since, the unhappy union I have
mentioned, .and which caused such opposi~
tion of sentiment, the relations never met;
and the false drawing ‘made of your Lady-
ship and Frances, by people intcrested in the
family estrangement, prevented all wish or
desire of knowing more of you than merely
that you existed; and even that was matter
of indifference, yntil Tuesday evening, when
a friend: requested his. company to the city
ball.« ~What shall I say more 2”

¢ That the surprise at finding myself,” re-
plied: Mr. O‘Brian,. ¢“ in company with such
near relations, and the terms of love, respect,
and-admiration, with which all tongues
speke’ of them, convinced -me I had been a
fool and.a dupe; at the same time I ex-
.claimed, I will be a fool and a dupe no
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lotiger! The widow and the daughter of
my once idolized Frank, shall henceforth be
the children of my affections; if they will
not accompany me to the lanid of my fore-
fathers, I will settle my affairs i Ireland, and
live either with.them, or as near as a house
can be procured.2*

“ But who, my dear Sir,” said her Lady-
ship, “ can have taken the trouble of appro-
priating to Fanny and myself characters,’it
appears, we do not deserve? I thought we
had been top insignificant for general ca-
lumny, and " surely we are unknown to your
Irish connections.”

“ A well made-up falsehood, my dear
niece, will gain as much credit as though it
were dressed in the garb of truth; and 2
person’s greatest enemies are sometimes
those of his own house. I have relations,
both here and in my own land, who rejoiced
more at Frank’s disobedience, than'I was at
the time aware of ; and when -he ‘died in
comparative poverty, owing, as was said, to
his inveterate love of gaming, and his wife’s
careless extravagance—I no longer regretted
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an oath taken in the heat of passion, that
neither he, his wife, or children, should in.
herit any part of that immense property
once intended for his sole use. Vows made
in the hour of resentment always carry
their own punishment. Mijne, now I am
acquainted with the woftk of my grand-
niece, weigh me down with shame and con-
trition; but to lay perjury to my soul would
only heighten my guilt, and increase my pu-
nishment here and hereafter.”

Fanny seized the hand of Mr. O‘Brian,
and imprinting’ upon. it the kiss of filial
love, assured him the countenance and re-
ard of so respectable a relative were more
precious than hoards of wealth without it.
“ T have so few natural connections,” she
continued, “ and amongst those few some
who despise the aflinity, that words of kin-
dred affection and kindness sink intomy
heart, and overpower me with sensations of
delight. Give your worldly property, my
dear uncle, to the worldly-minded; we
have enough for happiness; since true feli-
¢ity, I have heard my honoured parent say,
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more frequently inhabits a modest and frugal
retiremnent, than the splendid palaces, and
castellated mansions of the prince and the
noble.”

Lady Ann’s cyes overflowed with mingled
sensations of pain and pleasure. Pain, that
she was withheld from clearing her husband’s
memory from the disgraceful stigma, and
want of principle, the life of a gamester is
justly branded with; for how otherwise
could their present apparent poverty be ac-
counted for? And pleasure, to witness the
disinterested delight of her darling child, on
the acquisition of a relative, who, though he
abounded in wealth, frankly acknowledged
that wealth could never benefit her. Some
defcnce was certainly due to the late Mr.
Fitz-York; and whilst her Ladyship avoided
all retrospect or mention of propérty, she
did ample justice to his virtues as a man—a
father—a husband—and assuredt his uncle,
he had never given her a moment’s pain or
uneasiness till the fatal hour which brt)ught
him home a corpse. '

Mrs. Bloomfield, who had more féeling in

G 3
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her way, than maﬁy of the finc ladies who
affect it, perceiving the difficulty Lady Ani
laboured under to suppress her teats ; turned
the conversation, by hoping her Ladyship
would ‘conform to Lady Milford’s wish of
presenting Fanny on the ensuing court-day.

“ By all means,” replied’;Mr. O‘Brian.—
Her connections on both sides fully warrant
such an introduction. ' In my time—I know
not how the court may be altered—beauty
and merit—not money—were the loadstones
of attraction ; and this Iam sure, there
will not be a lovellf girl at St. James' s,
though there may be a richer.”

Fanny, unused to hear her person extolled,
blushed at the old gentlemnn’s.direct atrack ;
but Lady Ann saved her the pain of a reply,
by consulting the widow upon a style-of
dress, wherein neatness, economy, and ele-
gance, might be so happily blended, as not to
disgrace Lady Milford, nor draw upon them-
selves the imputation of extravagance. Mrs.
Bloomfield, perhaps less skilled in dress-than
any female of her day, recommended an ap-
gl to the Countess upon the prudent and
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‘the proper; .and the ipiportant point was
agreed to be left to her Ladyshlp s decision ;
after Mr. OBrian had declared, that but for
the interference of his unnatural denuncia-
tion, Miss Fitz-York’s dress should have vied
in splendour with those of the royal family,
Mrs. Bloomfield and Mr. O‘Brian had
scarcely left the¢ room, when Lady Ann’s
protegée, the highwayman, requested an au-
dience. His appearance bespoke hurry and
anxicty—his countenance was flushed and
agitated—and, forgetting the usual ceremo-
nious good manners, with which he at all
times addressed his benefactress, he exclaim-
ed, I am just come from Bow-street!”
There was something unaccountably dis-
senant to her Ladyship’s feelings in this ad-
dress. Bow-street and the present speaker
seemed, thus united, to threaten infamy, dis-
grage, and death; for, in the terror of the
moment, it never once occurred, that had
matters been as she suspected, the penitent
culprit” could not have heen the bearer of
such evil tidings, nor at large to publish his
own mishap. But this natural idea never
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once entered her imagination, and the words
“] am just come from Bow-street!” she
thought admitted but of one interpretation.
Mr. Strictland’s feelings towards the young
man were somewhat less irritable than her La-
dyship’s, consequently his judgment was more
clear and unembarrassed. .,He neither saw
nor imagined danger ; curlosuy, indeed, was
strongly excited by the manner, more than
the words, and he requested an explanation.
“ Passing through Covent-garden market
this morning,” began the narrator, * on
the business you, Sir, etnployed me upon, a
crowd at Bow-street office attracted my at-
tention ; and enquiring if any thing parti-
cular had drawn together such a concourse
of people, I gathered that a lady of fashion
was undergoing an examination. Curiosity
prompted me to enter ; but judge my sur-
prise, when I found the person so situated to
be one of the females from whom I surrep-
titiously obtained the purse now in your
possession.”’ He then recounted the pro- .
ceedings, of which our reader is already in
possession, and continued, “ I hope right
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and justice would havé-made- mé’ acknow-
ledge the real offender, Rad I not given my
solemn promise to you, my saviours from
perdition, to take no one step in the business
without your especial knoWie’dgé, nor was [
sorry, as the examination proceeded, to find
myself so bound, for-a systematic scene of
perjury was disclosed, which I alone could
prove ; and finding ingratitude added to my
other crimes—than which’ there is not one
so heinous in the catalogue of my vices—
and that the wretch wlg falzely bore witness
against me, was likel§, not omly to escape
punishment, but, in all probability, receive
reward ; for bribery alone could have pro-
duced such testimony ; I, unguardedly, in
the fervor of the moment, declared the wit-
ness perjured, and promised to be forthcom-
ing on the morrow to prove it, without con-
sidering, .that by implicating the man and
his confederates, 1 .. exposing myself to
that punishment I justly deserve, but am
anxious to avoid.”

“ Might not Mrs, Stokes recollect your
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person as readily as you recognised her’s ?”
asked Mr. Strictland.

‘¢ Impossible,” replied Lady Ann. ¢ When
he attacked the chaise his face was partially
covered; and .the after scene at Bath pre-
sented an object so pale and woe-begone,
from loss of bload and agony of mind—so
differdnt from the coti%tej%nce, now calm
with recovered virtuc, and florid with re-
stored health—that, I am convinced, I should
have been deceived, had I not beheld him in
the interim. But how can the affair be
managed without subjecting this repentant
youth to obloquy ?”

“The sitting magistrate,” replied the be-
nevolent merchant, * is my particular friend;
and by placing unreserved confidence in him,
I fancy the business may be settled, without
his appearing at all. Did Mrs. Stokes hear
distinct'y your name and place of abode?”

1 delivered them to the magistrate in
writing.”

¢ I am glad you took that precaution. She
and her artful lawyer are following a crooked
path, which must end in their destruction.
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They ‘are wandering in the dark; but the
light will break upon them to their confu-
sion. You may retire, young man, and, I
trust, this is the last danger you have tp ap-
prehend from the same cause. There is po-
licy in virtue, if we are taught to look to
nothing beyond; for vice, though law
should never r‘gggh %, finds whips and stings
in our own bosoms, and cvery offence car-
ries its punishment along with it.”

* ”* * * *

The Honourable Leslie Talbot, Major Col-
lingwood, Captain O@ﬁtt, and the Clerical
Adopis, omitted not the customary call in
Lombard-street. But their cards alone were,
received ; since Lady Ann, as we ‘have said,
admitted no visitors the day after the ball,
in compliment to the domestic sorrows of
Mr. Cavendish. The two former gentle-
men left town immediately on a pleagurable
excursion; the latter had forborne tomi'epeat
his visit; but Captain Corbett was not so
easily discouraged. Under one pretence or
other, e made daily calls in the city, and
certainly his company annoyed no one, cx-
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cept the lady he was most anxious to please.
He was plausible—conciliating—perfectly a
man of the world—and, as he never lan.
guished, nor acted the love-sick swain before
her Ladyship or Mr. Strictland, they placed
Fanny’s antipathy to the score of caprice;
although this was the first jnstance in which
she had exhibited such a disposition, and
allowed, for once in their lives, that their
idol had a failing in common with her sex.
But though he distinguished not our hero-
ine by more than common civility, whilst the
eyes of her mother and guardian were upon
him ; whenever he caught them in a diffe-
rent direction, he made ample amends by
those dying looks, and melting giances she
so well described at their first interview, and
which he thought possessed powers of faci-
nation, because a few va'n and silly females
had cgnfessed as much. That Fanny the
little rustic could resist them, he had not cal-
culated upon, and was not at all disposed to
subrit t6 a circumstance so mortifying.
Difliculty enhances desire in pursuits of .
this kimd, as well as in those of a more
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noble nature ;» and the Ciiptain was heard to
declare that no discouragement should relax
his endeavours, till he had brought the dis-
dainful girl to a level with those who thought
him irresistible, He was convinced from
past experience of the power of perseverance;
and as Fanny suppassed her: fémale compa-
nions in beauty, his desire to make a conquest
rose in proportion.

The Queen’s Court day, so long anxiously
‘anticipated by those young sprigs of fashion,
who fancy no earthly felicity can equal a pre-
sentation, at lengtharrived. But it brought
no joy.to our heroine. Timidity painted the
ceremony in colours so awfully opaque, that
had there been a possibility of escaping, she
would gladly have relinquished the honour,
and yielded the pleasure to those more sensi-

‘ble of its charms ; and who find it in scenes
far removed fromn any which education and
habit had endeared to her.

Lady Milford and Mrs. Bloomfield laughed
at her fears, and assured her the foundation
on which they rested was so fragile, that one
word breathed through regal lips would blow
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them away,—one smile from the counte-
nance of royalty, disperse the cloud which
hung with such density upon her brow.

As there had been no public Court for a
considerable length of time, the presentations
of the youthful nobility and gentry were
numerous beyond all former precedent ; and
Fanny was led to the presence by Lady Mil-
ford, at the moment the Duche.s of New-
land and her daughters were quitting it. A
smile of recognition escaped the three ladies,
but our young novice could not by any
effort return it. Peace and gaiety, which
were wont to revel in her eye, and dimple
round her mouth, had given place to an un-
easy dread of something—she, knew not
what—that blanched her cheek with fear;
and took such firm possession of her faculties,
that had her life depended upon a smile, it
would have been of that forced and ghastly’
kind in which pleasure bears no part.

I dare say my youthful female readers will
think me unpardonably deficient if 1 omit the
description of our heroine’s dress on this grand
occasion, 1 once hoped the newspapers
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would have anticipated me, but guess my
mortification, when the one I daily take was
served up with my breakfast, to find no men-
tion whatever ma‘de of Miss Fitz-York. 1
waded twice throﬁgh the: monotonous de-
scription of Court costume, and court presen-
tations, withoutfinding my favourite Fanny's
person, dress, or behaviour noticed ; although
the former and the latter were, according to
my old-fashioned judgment, unrivalled that
day at St. James’s; and had her attire and
reputed fortune borne any proportion, the
sycophantic newspaper hirclings would have
been:redundantly irflated in her praise. But
not possessing these extrinsic advantages,’
she was incorporated with the undistin-
guished crowd of nobod;s, and I am obliged
to announce, otherwise my readers might
justly think I was ashamed of her appearance,
that the robe worn on this occasion was
composed of white crape, wrought with
bugles. in a tasteful pattern of her own in-
vention; and that it was noticed by¢the
Princesses for its elegance and simplicity.
The court appendage, y'clept a hoop, which



140 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

usage has rendered indispensable, might have
been omitted with advantage, had custom so
willed it: for of all the unnatural defor-
mities which the caprice of fashion has at
various times invented, the whalebone peti-
coat is the most unwieldy, the least easily
managed, and grace is no longer grace, so
encumbered ; nor has elegance that decided
advantage it would naturally obtain over
awkwardness, when not equallized by the
rotund circumference which places them
nearly upon a level.

“ Who is that interesting stranger "’
escaped the Royal matron’s lips, as.Fanny
and her chaprone advanced. “York—
Clarence—Cambridge—do any of you know
her?” A bow of negation was all the answer,
for Lady Milford now began the usual cere-
mony of introduction. But the question
had been heard by Fanny, and suffused her
before colourless cheeks with a carnation that
set rouge at defiance, and added a lustre to
her’ full blue eye which gave the beholders
an ideaof something more than human.

Her Majesty, as usual, was condescend-
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ingly kind, and gained Fanny’s heart by
reverting to the times when Lady Ann
and Mr. Fitz-York graced the British Court;
regretting her Ladyghip’s absence on thepre-
sent occasion ; and hoping her daughter
would not merely shew herself as a meteor
to dazzle the beholders for an instant, but
rather resemble those bright constellations
which regularly shed their influence and
cheer us by their constancy.

Fanny endeavoured to answer the consi-
derate kindness evidently intended to raise
her in her own estimation ; and though the
attempt fell far short of her wishes, it more
than answered the expectations of the circle;
who not knowing her, formed their conjec-
tures upon the oppressive modesty of her
first appearance; without considering that a
gem is sometimes hid beneath, of more ster-
ling ‘'worth than those gaudy, shewy, but
valueless ornaments, which the daughters of
effrontery are fain to substitute. :

Miss Fitz-York was not more flattered*by
the Queen’s-condescension, than the polite-
ness of the younger branches of Royalty:
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to whom her-Majesty most graciously recom-
mended her; and with whom, she and:
Lady Milford continued some time in con-
versation.

The feelings of our heroine on this memo-
rable occasion, may not inaptly be compared
to those of a young bather; who shrinks
and trembles at the water’s edge; but afier
the fisst plunge wonders at. his groundiess
fears, and in proportion to the anticipated
pain. .So it was with Fanny: The first
fright over, she was easy and composed ;
could look round without much embarrass-
ment; and even meet the eye of Tady
Mountcastle, turned scornfully upor —_
whilst in“her breast raged envy and jealousy
at the distinction bestowed upon such an
insignificant—without being overwhelmed
by its confident stare. Inthe amiable Maria’s
counteénance she beheld pleasure, not unmix-
ed with anxiety, that her mother’s presences
prevented further intercourse than could be
coﬂéyéd by a smiling nod of congratulation,
on account of that distinguished honour
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which filled the contracted ménd of the
Countess with rancour.

Behind Lady Mountcastle stood an ob-
ject “so pale, so wan, so woe begone;¥iso
_spiritless—dejected—and  uncourtier like ;
for courtiers can smxle, and smlle, and be
great—»hypocntes, that Fanny would have
merely wondered to see so ungenial a mind
amidst the seemingly happy group, had rot
she at thc same moment recollected, though
alas! Low changed! her once gay, sprightly
fellow-traveller, Mr. Moseley—afterwards
her animated elegant cousin Lord Moseley—
but now, more unlike cither than any diffe-
rence which formerly distinguished the two.
His eyes were stedfastly fixed as though to
gaze on her, and her alone, was the sole end
of their formation. They were hollow and.
heavy, and the general character of his coun-
tenance bespoke such inward wretchedness,
that Fanny, moved by sympathy, became
nearly as wretched as himself. . At the mp-,
ment she discovered him, a group, consis‘fﬁ
of the Duchess and her daughters, her nephew
Leslie Talbot, Sir Herbert Huntley, and Cap-
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tain Corbett, had Jomed Lady Milford; whose
joyous and contented looks formed so stri-
king a contrast with the love-lorn Moseley,
that our heroine uttered an involuntary
exclamation, fortunately not loud enough to
be heard beyond her own immediate party,
but in them it created surprize stiongly mixed
with curiosity. '

Their first idea was connected with indis-
position ; but following the direction of ha
eye, LadyMilford and Sir Herbert discovered
Moseley, though scarcely the shado'v of his
former self. To some remark of his sisters
he returned a languid smile, but it apparently
arose more from the natuial complacency of
his nature, than any pleasure the subjert
afforded ; for without reply he sunk into
his former inanity ; the continued direction
of his visuil orbs alone denoting that he felt
interested by surrounding objects.

Lady Milford was greatly shocked at thc.
alteration a few short weeks had made in her
fa&me, and could not restrain asigh and a
look of reproach at our heroine as the cause.
Corbett looked and sighed too ; but his were
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the enamoured glances and breathings of pas-
sion ; he likewise ina voice gczrcel'x above
1 whisper, but soft, mellifluous, and tender,
enquired with solicitous earnestness, i what
could discompose the harmony of a counte-
nance whose specific character was too celestial
to be affected by common objects
“Perhaps,” interrupted LeslieTalbotarchly,
“that young man is no common object. Envi-
able youth! Who would not with joy be-
-.ome the victim of ill health, if a cadaverous
aspect could recommend him to the notice’
of Miss York? I for one, would consent to
keep my bed for a morth, and be drenched
thouygh the whole materia medica, if such-a
look and manner might reward my return to
society. Whatsay you, Huntley "
¢ I say that to be the object of Miss Fitz-
York’ssolicitude, would tempt a mantoworks
of greater supererogation than your sick bed,
though surrounded by half a dozen Pharma-
copolists. But, my dear Sir, unless we could
transform ourselves into the relative situation
of that interesting young Lord, and like him,
claim the near privilege of consanguinity, Ifear
VOL. 1L H
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pale looks would rather be .an obstacle, than
a recommendation to favoyr, . | -

The royal family now left,the dra\vlng
room; when Lady Milferd committed:her
psotegee to the care of the, Duc;h,ess‘,p--.gng
asking the Captain if he would attend, her:;»
propased to join Lady Mountcastle , and
Maria. .« Certainly,” replied Corbett, « if
your Ladyship wishes it.”, .

“ Nay, my good Sir, I thought I was pro-
moting your wishes by the request; .1 can
haye . no desire for your.company -on my
own accqunt.”  She then accepted the oﬁ'ered,
handof Sir Herbe.rt Huntley, and crossed

- over 1o her sister-in-law, _

¢ Is.that young L?rd, my dear, the Earl qﬁ
Mountcastle’s heir ?”; enquired her Grace.

$*He is, madam,” rephed,Fanny, ¢ but so
altgred, during a.short absgrice, that surprise
must account for the oddness of mybehaviour,
I'should scarcely have recollectgd him, if the
Countess and Lady Maria had not been of
his party. : :

. “1would I were a pale-faced cousin ! "’ said
Leslie ﬁ%&much drollery, ¢ provided tlus
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young lady feels an interest in all hér si¢k rela-:
tions ; but I should bar all partiality ‘that did-
not include myself.” Hove s

. “What say you, my dear ?” rejoinéd Her>
Grace, “ can you conscientiously recomititénd:
this mad-cap to Lady Maria? He has no othér-
chance for the appellation he seems to covét .
and as to a pale face, it will comein due tirhe, -
if he follow the example of his dissipated

companions.”

Lady Milford now returned, and they were
preparing to depart, when Fanny’s hand;’
which she was presenting to Corbett, was-
seized with a degree of violende that made:
her start; and looking up, she found the
supposed aggressor in the person of #foseley.
He squeezed: her fingers with almost convul-
sive eagerness, hugned her ac¢ross'ithe robm,
unmindful of Cotbett’s beginning expostula-
tion~~and, as if to escape was his only-object,
stopped not until they reached the stairs;*
when observing the door of  an empty apart-
ment open, he dragged her in, and fallingon -
his knees, franticly exclaimed,  Fanny; you
have undone me! You, and your'deir s
E H 2
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taken parent have driven me to the verge of
the precipice, and this interview decides my
fate as far as respects the present: world.”
" «Ohrise, my Lord,andsaynot so!” exclaim.
ed the affrighted girl ; many are the claims
upon you, independent of so insignificant-a
being as myself! Your family, your friends,
your country, have a right in you; and
would you rob them of that right, merely
because one trifling obstacle thwarts your
wishes, which probably, if overcome, might
not confer happiness to the extent you are
led to suppose? At present you are blinded
by passion; but let reflection resume her
' rights—call reason and religion to your aid—
and you will think on the present scene.as of
an uneasy vision which sleep presents as
real and substantial, but whjch our waking
mometits convicts -of fallacy ' and. 'impaosi-
tion,”
“ All—all—,” exclaimed - Moseley, 1. one
which man builds his happiness, is- fallacy
- and "imposition! ‘There is nothing true—
“dthing perthanent, but misery——that is real
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and " substantial ; but it 4§ at our own..option
to bear, or cast it'off.”
« Oh! no, my Lord ! replied Fanny;
¢ man has no option where life is concerned.
1t is a loan, not tobe returned until demanded.
A loan so precious, that when accompanied
with misery, poverty, slavery, or sickness,
the receiver pays it back with reluctance,
though with it he parts with every evil flesh
is heir to. Wretchedness is only immediate ;
let'a few years or months, nay days, elapse,
and we wonder why such and such things
weighed us down with: sorrow.. Try the
experiment, my dear ‘cousin, for.a limited
time, say a year, and if, at the germination
of that period, you agree not with me, per-
haps I'may be a convert to your doctrine.”
* You, M'm%’Fitz-York, are incompetent
to- judge of my situation, for you argue
with 2 mind at ease. But go, inflexible
‘girl, triumph in ¢he misery you. have
causeds——"’ . :

s¢:Hark!” interrupted Fanny, 1 hear
Lady:Milford’s -voice! For pity’s.sake lead
me to her! If found secreted in such 2
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-place—at such a time—-I tremble ‘to think
what erroneous conclusions might be .drawn,
though my. companion were proved to be
my <cousin.”” She then hastily advanced to
the.door ; but seeing a crowd upon the
stairs, was retreating, when Corbett, just
then, passing, exclaimed, < Miss Fitz-
York!” Fanny, in the terror of the mo-
ment at being thus surprised, shrunk back,
{and inadvertently cried, « Hush!” at.the
same time closing the door, though not be-
fore he had caught acglimpse of her com-
panion. o -
“Tears of mortification and wounded pride
‘rushed into her eyes, as she exclaimed,
“ Now, my Lord, you may triumph.in re-
turn! The female it was,your relative duty
to protect, and whom you pretend to love,
.independent of kindred, is reduced, by your
‘frantic and irregular conducggo the shame
necessarily’ and properly attached. to clandes-*
tine proceedings. Could I have escaped from
this place without the humiliation of a-dis-
‘cgvery, I'should have Hlamed your rash and,
' must say,’ improper behaviour; but my
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character. i now exposed to obloquy and
disgrace, and there is no, foreseeing where
the mischief may stop. Captain Corbettem—
%.Dare not——must not make any im-
proper observations. Your honour is dearer
to me—much dearer than -life—for of;.that
I am weary—and.I will defend it against.
Corbett,  or the whole..world, You. have
now, without intending it, given me a mo-
tive for existence, and to. your fame:it shall
be exclusively devoted.” -« -. ... .. o ..

- % Preserve it, my Lordy for a nobler pur-
pese. The reputation that depends . upon
‘extraneous aid, claims no suffrage from me;
the fame I covet, must live by its own vita-
lity, and not upon opinions, fallible, errone-
ous, and without a settled standard, But
the company age ere now dispersed,.and if
your Lordship will see me to my chair,. and
conduct meyto Lady Milford, if she still
waits, I can explain this business, I doubt not,
to her- satisfaction, though never to my
own.” " - Coate

¢ And will you léave me thhout any cer-
tainty of seeing- you again? On my koees
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Jgconjure . youwmemm——n!’ At that mement
fQorbett put-his bead within the half-closed
door 5 ,.but would +have retreated on.seeing
the prostrate Moseley, had.not Fanny, whose
fage was towards him, begged he would enter
apd relieve her from the. embarrassment: of
her, situation. Mean time his Lordship started
up, and, in a:haughty and .resolute tone;
asked, by what jauthority. he—~a strangerss
gdared to intrydg, where he must be consious
he wg; pnwelcome, .- . W e
“ To your Lgrd,slnp Imay. bennwekomq,"
rvphed Corbett ;  but Miss Fitz-York: hgs
allowed my intrusion, as you -are pleased to
call it, to. be most- opportune,; since it re-
lieves her. from a confessed embarrassment,
of which, your Lordship is the cause. <To
yous Madam, and to you only,.I . make
an apolggy for what may appear -imper-
tinent;; Jwut will. cease to bepso, -when 1
apnounce myself the messenger of Lady-
M;lford who waits below, and has deputed®
n)q 1) conduct you to.her.” He was; taking:
her, })gnd, when. Mosetgy rushed - between
them,_apd loudlv vociferated his right—and
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his; alone~to conduct his cousin ‘into the
presence of his aunt. < To you, Sir,” he
‘continued,’  ’tis honout 'enough ‘to have
been Lady Milford’ssmessenger, without ae-
rogating any right to be Miss Fitz-York’s
protector.” He now seized Fanny’s trembling
hand, and was leading her down staifs,
when Corbett exclaimed, * This is the second
insult your Lordship has offered me in the
presence of this Lady, and, unless you make
an apology that a gentleman can accept, I
have no hesitation in calling you a pol
troon.”—

¢ A what, Sir ! ,

- The word was intelligible; but to make
it more so, I repeat, a pitifid poltroon !’

"A blow from his Lordship, followed by 2
scream from Fanny, brought Sir Herbert
Huntley and Lady Milford, attended by se-
vernl domestigs, to the foot of the stairs;
when they beheld the innocent cause of this
aﬂ"ray'; het garments ‘covered with blood,
and lifeless; in'the atms of Moseley, whilst
Corbett, ' fo:mmg wmx rage’ snid vexation,
was‘applying an handkerchief, steeped in the

H 8.
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same sahguinary streain; to> "his “friouth-knd
‘fostrils,” 'The*-Couritess; shocked 4t “the
appeardnce of heF'béloved niece, and ashaified
of such'an exposure, “dfider the roof- which
ought to have been privileged; instead ‘of
being ‘made’ the'scére of ‘broils and blood-
shed—for she too clearly’ guessed the nature,
‘though not the extent; of-the-mischief—with
@'look ‘of indignation‘at the two gentlémen,
végretted her acquaintance with the 'one,
and ‘her consanguinity to the-other, ‘sifice
neither of them knew the respect due to'a
female under her caré. And, as Fanny be-
_gan to shew signs of returning life, she
requested §ir Herbert to take charge of her;
and having seen them to their carriage, en-
deavour to mediate, and, if possible, amica-
bly adjust the difference too apparent in the
angry looks and haughty gestures -of . lus
Lordshijrand the Captain. -+ - - ™
But when the Baronet endeavoured, Wlfﬁ
much tenderness, to release Fanny from his
supporting arms, Moseley bade him, in no
wery gentlé tone, to dedist, and suffer himiself,
who had the greatest-right, to see her safe
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to. Lagy, Milford’s W‘W’m&m&% Sifiny
addressing; the. Captain, & Jknoy meaoixl”:&‘
sume ;i if; 50, you -lilsewise. kngw, where
3m %0, be found. - Your name, I undm
is COIbB“ﬂ"ClPtNQ Gorbﬁtt apes 3 j,h)m}
¢ Of the Guards., Any lettcr.:or meqiﬁgq
wnll find me at the Cocoa-tree.” . . § .iady
. Fhese . words., passed 3s-his Lordship, and
the: Baronet were ; supporting our. heroine,
mare ..dead than alive, down staurs, qxpgl,
baving placed the ladles in their caripge,
Moseley, understandimg, Sir Herbers wag fgl-
loying them into the City, ordered.his
coachman home, and, without invitation
or apology, threw - himself . mte Huntley@
Qhal‘lot. - . 5o
Pride is an mhenent and 2 umversal prm-
giple; but its operations, are so vanou.sa g{ha.t
g.common observer will frequently, mjstake
it" for a dlﬁ'egut passiop. In the.gppggsen-
fative of the Grosvenor farmly, it was, in-
flated, consequentxa.l imperious, and tyrag-
nical; in’ Lady Mopntcastle it had all. the
former annoying quahtxes, blended wx\(h
meanness and cunping; in. Lady .A;m Fitze
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York and Moseley; it was dignified, impul-
give, stimulating,to what awas great: and
noble, and sensibly. alive to insult..and-inins:
tice. Moseley fancied himself :the. victinx:of
the latter, .and 2-conscious pride of. notsde-
serving it—a determination: to bear his doem
with as much composure- as..his: lacerated
feelings would allow~—actuated his -mind
during; the last interview in Lombard-street.
How far he succeeded my readers already
Jmow ; but they are yet to learn, how feeble
were Bis resolves, when opposed to a passion
that preyed upon his vitals, and seemed to
exclude every ray of future happiness. It
‘was pride of conscious deserving, which sup-
ported him during the interview ;—it was
pride effended, which bore him ui) at his de-
parture; but with the cause, the effect ceased,
and love, the most omnipotent passion of
the soul, took full and unrivalled possessxﬂiv
of his faculties. !
To inhabit the same latitude==to-breath™
the same atmosphere—without the usual in-
tercourse, was impossible. The watering
places held forth no temptation, for there he
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shoutd . bec annibyed? wthiséomilhny anllotd
aveid socigty ‘was - his- déteritiined plaii, - To
mention his intended: evadion, would subjéct
him to enquiries he was ill prepared: to an.
swer, and remonstrances he was not in the
humeur' to- hear; Accordingly, he - drove
from Lombard-street to the Livery-stables,
where his horses were kept, and posted with
the spéed of a pursued felon to his hunting-
lodge in Hampshire ; from whence, a letter
conveyed some trifling excuse for his ab~
sence, and an order for his own immediate
attendant to join him without delay. Mental
agony and exacerbation, unrelieved by social
intercourse and friendly confidence,. pro-
duced the illness which debilitated him, as
we have already seen; and nothing but a
peremptory order from the Earl to be pre-
sent at the Drawing-room, could have
btought himylate the preceding, evering, to
‘4 place rendered hateful by past suffering,
and promising no hope of alleviation.

‘The Countess ard his father were greatly
shocked at the ch.nge in Moscley’s person,
for they were proud of their son ; but IMaria
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sobbed: upon his neck, and nearly-fiinted at
the sight. From his parents the cause was
conceiled; but with his sister he -had, .fip e-
serve ; to her, as to another self, he.eopi-
ously unfolded his:tale of misery; depicted
the:rise- and.. progress of his -passion~—his
hopes—his fears—and final disappointment=—w
ending by an assurance, that life. wag a bur-
then he could not long support, sia%e Atk
prospect of happiness had faded from ,his
view, ¥and who,” he emphatically exclaimed,

%.can bear to.be-a wretcli for ever!”

: Maria, with all a sister’s tenderness, soothed
his grief, and endeavoureg to pour the balm
of . consolation . into his wounded bosom.—
% Live, my dear George,” she continued,
% for my sake; let us be all the world to
each other, and think no more of love, nor
its deceitful semblance: for;, with shame I.
confess, the specious arts of an hypocrife:
have too successfully practised upon. my*
peace ; but I have more pride than to break
my heart for the ingrate, and more resolus
tion than to surrender finally to the attacks
of a mere pretender.”
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» % Do I'know the wretch whd has wronged
youd "

« Thihk not of him; he is beneath myam-,
ger, or your resentment.”

“ Nay, but I do know him. *Tis thst
villain Corbett. His practices where women
are concerned, are infamous; and he has, if
report lie not, more than once deserved the
chastisement I shall not fail to bestow when-
ever we meet.” ' K

“'My dear George! this thoughtless com.
munication will make me miserable, if any
consequences follow. 1 was merely induced
to the discovery by a wish to turn the cur-
rent of your thoughts; but if your precious
life be put in competition with so unworthy
an opponent, I shall never forgive the egotism
which caused it. Promise to forget the cir-
cumstance, and to treat Corbett with the
sj!mt contempt he merits ”

* & I cannot pledge mysclf upon so delicate
a subject as a sister’s wrongs: my conduct
must be governed by circumstances; but
thisI promise, not to seek Aim. I he in.
trude into my presence, or by any, the slightest
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inuendo, give the world cause to reflect upon
you, 1 will pull his nose, although it should
be in the drawing-room of my sovereign,
whither to-morrow I am to be dragged
sorely against my will. What have such
spiritless beings as 1 to do with Courts?
Unless, indeed, my shadowy figure and ema-
ciated vissage should act as a memento mori,
and put the giddy throng in mind of their
latter end. But come, my dear girl, I am
keeping you from your repose; my rest,
alas! is destroyed for ever |”

With a heavy sigh, and a look of anguish,
he quitted Maria’s dressing-room ; but sleep,-
which for several weeks had made only tran.'
sient and interrupted calls, favoured him not
this night with a single visit. To his own
wretchedness was now added the wrongs:of -
a sister, and the vigils of the night wede
succeeded by that ghastly paleness, which
shocked, and nearly overcame our heroire at’
the drawing-room.

To meet Fanny-at St. James’s was a méa.!
suyq-entirely unexpected ; and the pale hue
of her expressive countenance, added such
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an dntereft to her appearance, *thatf MESEIEY,
in.any other presence, would have Alown*td
her-oti"the wings of Jove and hopeiifot wif
it 1io® possible-their reciprotally *gltéred Tooks
might proceed from the same catise?and, 'if
so;' would Lady Ann' bé still inflexible? Tn
this train ‘of thinkifig he was’ 'ch'aepfy;-‘e‘ru~
gped, When-our heroine’s restored compléxy
ion;:and the playfyl vivacity 6f her mannés;
convinted hiin that love, at lesst the love He'
coveted, had no.share in the' t’raﬁsienﬁ%hlt‘éf?
ation. Pie o0 e R B
. Both the carriages stopped ‘in' Lotnbdrd-
street nearly at the:3ame momént ; but Lady’
Milford, with that consideration which evér
marked her character, preceded the rest of*
the party to save Lady Ann the shock her
daughter’s sanguinary appearance rthight
otherwise produce. The caution; however,
bélng confined to Fanny, proved unavailing,
for when she was led into the room by
Moseley, pale, ghastly, and disordered, her
Ladyship’s exclamation almost amounted to
a shriek, as rushing towards her, he threw-
himself on his knees, and hid his face in.her
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lap. Compassion and astonishment wére so
strongly excited, that words were denied,
until the Countess, with equal presence of
mind and good-humour, rang the bell, and
ordered dinner to be served. This reminded
Lady Ann of the morning’s abstinence and
fatigue, and, after thanking her Ladyship,
she continued, ' Rise, my dear nephew,
and compose yourself. After our repast,
of which, T hope, you will partake, I must
be inﬁrmed of the nature of the disorder
which has thus visibly reduced you; and,
perhaps, an cld woman’s prescription, though
ridiculed by the faculty, may not be alto-
gether inefficacious. In the country we are
‘found useful, and a Doctress in full practice
may sometimes be preferred to a male prac-
titioner without that advantage.” -

Fanny, who had retired to.disencumber
herself of her hoop, joined them not again
till dinner was announced, which Lady Mil-
ford and the Baronet endeavoured to render
as .cheerful as circumstances would allow.
But maugre their endeavours, it was.the
most melancholy meal Fanny ever remem.
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bered, and one to which the least honour
was paid. Lady Ann and Mr. Strictland
recommended the various dishes, and carved
and dissected with their accustomed skill ;
the Countess and Sir Herbert praised the
cookery, and endeavoured to set a good ex-
ample; but all proved vain; feeling had
destroyed appetite, and no effort could re-
store it. .

When the servants had withdrawn, Lady
Ann invited Moseley to a téte-a-téteidn her
dressing room, and Lady Milford had notice
that her woman waited her commands in
Miss Fitz-York’s apartment. ¢ Lead the
way then, Frances,  replied her Ladyship,
the papers speak loudly in praise of Court'
dresses, for their beauty and elegance; d
they ought to possess some advantages, to
make amends to the weaver for their . want
of comfart.. I never so truly feel the luxury
of a robe de chambre as on the evening of
2,Court-day.” .

- Mr. Strictland being " left' alone with the
Barouet, was anxiousfor an elucidations of
Fanny’s stained dress, and Lord Moseley’s
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altered looks; to which he réceived all the
information Sir Herbert “was empowered
to give, but that amounted to very little.
“ Moseley” “he continued, “never opened
his lips during our drive, except once to itn-
precate Corbett, against whom he shews an
aversion altogether unaccountable.” The
town indeed has affiaiced’ him to’ Lady
Maria, but that simply, .could never have
produced the scene we witnessed this morn-
ing;whad he paid loverlike attentions to
Miss Fitz-York, Moseley’s irritation would
have been naturally accounted for, but it
now carries an air of perplexity I am by no
‘means competent to explain.”

" The party soon afterwards assembled in
'the drawing-room, but Moseley did nét ap-
pear to have received much comfort from his
aunt’s conversation. He was still low and
spiritless, nor could all Lady Milford's good-
humoured raillery, though she outdid herself
in order to raise the spirits of the company,
produce a single smile; dnd when the car-
riages were announced,aseparation seemed to
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give general relief to those, who never hi-
therto parted without regret.

Lady Ann's conference with her nephew
was equally decisive as the lastfibut it now
assumed a feature of more tenderness arising
from physical associations. Te have shewn
anger or resentment towards such a ‘combi-
nation of bodily debility would have been as
little consonant with her Ladyship’s charac-
ter, as to accept of the family reference which
he strongly urged. <1 decidedly ob]ect,” she
observed, “ to the appeal you speak of ; not
merely because I know it would be unavail-
ing : Were it possible it could be otherwise,
my concurrence would never be obtained to a
union suffered but not solicited, Miss Fitz-
York must never so enter any family, Lady
Mountcastle and I are already too’ closely
allied; unless our minds were more in umson,
a nearer connexion would only increase ‘the

- discord, and catise endless v1brauons, as un-
grateful to, the ear, as repugnant to every
sentiment that bears upon peace or domestlc
,cemfort. I,ax& c,pncerned on' your account,
my dear George, that feelulg and propriety
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are so much at variance ; but the unwelcome
truth takesyou'not by surprise. You have
long known both my sentiinents'and my’ de-
termined r&lution; and had you timely
acted upon them, much, I think I may
say, all your present fhisery would have been
spared, and our happiness greatly increased
by the social intercourse Wll':h existing cir-
cumstances now necessanly forbid. You
are at present corporeally weéik, in conse-
quence:f your recent illness; the mind na-
turally ‘sympathizes Wwith the body, and for
the moment loseés’its tone and energy; but
the restoration of one, will be the recovery
of both, and Yeason having leavé to act,
will point- out the futility of grasping at
shadows? the weakness of wishirig for what
is unattainable; and the possibility of happi-
ness, independent of  your cousin. Love is
not the imperious passion romantic boys and °
girls are apt to paint it; in well-regulated

minds it is subject to reason, and under the

controul of’virtue. ¥ have felt much' con-

scious pleasue inr the ties thatiunite us ;¥ my

nephew has hitherto been my pride 'dnd-



FANNY FITZ-YORK, 167

boast ; apd I trust this. single weakpess will
not have power to destroy his claims; but
that, rising superior to mere sepse,.and the at
present. weakened powers. of : ffnagination,
he will ; cgpfirm ;the good opinion of one,
who feels disposed to xeg_pect as much as she
loves bim,” .. .

Moseley. contmued xhe argument by shift-
ing his ground within the precincts of hisown
immediate happiness. Egotism was general-
ly. speaking; foreign to his Lordship’s ?kgrao-
ter; but despair of working upon. Lady
Ann’s feelings by any engine less powerful
than pity, induced the trial ; and had not her
child’s honour and future peace been dearer
than her own, he would have succeeded.
That point, howeyer, distanced every other
consideration, and left Lord Moseley’s elo-
quence so far behind, that little hope.remain-
ed of ever reaching the wished for goal;
and that little depended upon contingencies
so remote and improbable, that a mind less
energetic—a disposition less sanguine and
prolific, would have given up the cause in

despair, L
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CHAP, V.

THE HIGHWAYMAN IDENTI[JED.~—A FOR(G LR
+» FULLY PROVED.—THE SINGLE MARRIED.

AND THE MARRIED fINGLE.

I'ne Counsel retained in the cause Stoke-
and Leigh, versus the Earl of Milford, a~
executor of Fredrick Grosvenor ; was + ruan
calculated to further Mrs. Stohes’s plans, al-
though he had been unequivocally informed
of the forgery, But this Bricrly carenuly
concealed; fully aware that a secret is sier
in the keeping of two, than if more widely
divulged ; and that practices which involve
both reputation and life should bz hidden
from the world with the most scrupulous
care ; since reputation—-at least the appear.
ance of it—renders life more valuable, even
to those whose conscience gives the lie to
the smiling imposture conveyed by the coun-
tenance.
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In Mr. Arclier, Lord Milford’s man of bu-
siness, the most perfect intelligence united
with the greatest probity. Suspicions he
certainly had of foul play, butsthey were
unsubstantiated ; all his researches could not
prove actual guilt; and unless their own
conduct at the trial convicted them, he
despaired of a successful issue. . -

Character was decidedly against the plain-
tiff Stokes and her Attorney, for the suborn-
ed perjury was a theme of universal discus-
sion; but he was too liberal to wish a jury
should be swayed by that circumstance, and
too tender to urge it in any case. A few
days, however, would terminate his uncer-
tainty, and Lord Milford’s vexation; and
vhether the cause was carried for, or against
him, was a matter of perfect indifference to
the Peer; all his Lordship’s exacerbation
arising from the vulgarity of his .opponents, .
and the little likelihood there ance: appeared
of the Earl of Milford’s name coming in con-.
tact with that of Hannah Stakes and«her»
illegitimate offspring; - o

Btierly having been suocessfnl in obtammg'

VOL. 11 1
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bail. for himself and his client, on the Bow-
Street . business, Mrs. Stokes: determined
be in Court; durmg the trial, which was to
secure her: ta competence independent of
» controul, and engble her to return tothatcoun-
trywhere females, with the advantage of ato-
lerableperson, are sought after with anavidity
unknown in these cold phlegmatic regions;
end where she knew there remained many'
wealthy superannuated dotards, out of whom
her meridian charms could extract the spark
of desife, which by good management would
rekindle the torch of Hymen, and place her
in a situation elevated as her own ambition.
Castle building is perhaps the most pleasu-
rable employment of the mind. Beyond a
doubt it caused a truly felicitous sensation in
the bosom of Hannah Stokes; but her fabric
was erected on a sandy foundation, and fell
by the very means employed to raiseit. On
the day destined - to make, or mar her
fortune for ever, this woman of enterprize
appeared in the Court of King’s Bench,accom-
panied by het'son, so called, and both dressed
with the piggst “care and: circumspection.
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Brierly'and: her’ Counsel, the guibbling; cun-
nifig sophister Bramble, took -their places in
full - confidenée bf: suecess: art%iﬁdeed the-
chainistof his Clients were so clea¥lj ade’eut”
by ‘the 'lafter—nobody denyfiig the- sigiiature-
of Fredérick Grosvenor—that the - judge
couldonly wonder défendant’s Counsél would:
suffer the cause to be brought into Court.’
“IHave you'any thiAg to allege, Mr. Serjéant,”
continued he, “why ]udgment should not go
against Defendant ¥
“Nothirig, my lord, in the case of ﬁmnnﬁ’
Stokes. But the' other party, Frederick
[eigh, must be produced before we can
award him the sum’mentioned in the Bond.”
¢¢ Have you any doubt of his existence "
“We doubt his identity, my lord. - The
person Stokes brings forward as her son
we have reason toe suppose an impostor.” ¢
Brierly, tohidé his confusion, pretended to
be taking minutes; but Bramble, uncon-
scious of the deception, enquired upon what
grounds the impésture rested? The. young
gentletman, he belived, hagd,been recognized
by the late-Mr. Gresvenor as his sop; indeed
12
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the Bond clearly proved it; he had been li-
berally educated in full expectation of tffe
ample .provigion made by his father, and who
would be bold enough to deny his birth?

-« Ideny ity replied Mr. Strictland. ,
« « This is coming to the point at once,” re-
joined Bramble, #but how a stranger, who
appeays to have dropt in by accident, can
pretend to know my Client better than his
own Mother, I cannot devise.”

“ I never said 1. knew him,” replied Mr
Strictlind. “ On the contrary, I deny all
knowledge of your Client, though I am inti-
mately, acquainted.. with Frederick Leigh;
and will produce him to the confusion of the
impostor and his abettors.”

. You speak very decidedly,” said Bramble;

“ but give me leave to observe,, my lord, that

.if an,mmposition must attach somewhere, 'tis

swrelyas naturalto suppose hisFrederick Leigh
the -impostor as ours, who comes before us un-
der. avowed maternal protection, and has the -

) ;mage ofhis father stampedupon hisforehead.”

¢ You knew the late Mr. Grosvenor, then?”

: observed the learned Serjeant. .
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« Oh! intlmately,” veplied Bramble. -
%@‘ And yet “thete 3re those,” éqﬂnnued‘ﬁi&’
Ser_;eant % who say'no two pégdile Were'dvér
more unlike. But resemblance™ in ‘gériérdl
80 mere?y matter of opmibﬁ that we waive
that in your favour, although we dé not
allow the most stnkmg similitude, often the
work of chance, to prove descent. A’ fiio-
ther’s assertion would' doubtless have great
weight in a less interested case’; but*here her
evidence comes in a quéstionable shagg—m a
form the most susplclous-sélf inte a‘xid
a thirst for gain.” ’ : ‘

“What ether proof,” mterrogated the
Judge, “ have you that Plaintiff Leigh is the
person mentioned iti the Bond ?” =

¢ W are not,” replied Bramble, %23t pre-

ent prepared to answer fartlier 'on ‘thi point,

not expecting any other evidénce would-be
riécesshty ; but, doubtless, many people may
identify his person.”

“"Mrs. Stokes, who dréuded procrastination,
thought it necessary now tointerfere ; iceor-
dingly she'rose, and, withopt’the smiallest'em-
barrassment, introdirced hérself-and her com-
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panion, ..as:the - plaintiff in this - “actios, and
' added, Lord Portman, who had been her sdii's
‘travelling cgmpanion, would identify him.
.M. Strictland was prepared for an. :appeal
*of:this nature from the conversation heldat
" Lord-Milford’s; and had prevailed upon the
Nobleman in 'question to -accompany. him.
“ Fortunately,” he replied, “Lord Portman is
‘miow-in- court; and will. doubtless establish
the supposed IFredrick Leigh’s claims, or en-
tirely set them aside. Have the goodnéss, my
lord, ‘to declare who and what that young
man really is.”
¢ Tom Smith, my cn-dwant valet,”
\plied his Lordship. * The lad has an aspiring
oenius, but I never dreamt his ambition
would haye soared to its present height.. He
quitted«my service six months ago for prac-
tices not necessary now to divulge, but which
‘prévented my giving him a character.” -
- “At the beginning of this speech, Mrs,
Stokes: with difficulty choked an exclama-
“tion which had risen to her tongue. But
when his Lordship ceased, she loudly im-
‘peacked his veracity,-and declared them all
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in a plot to wrong a helpless woman and her
&ild. A strong hysteric, caused by morfified
pride and vexation, followed,.but her late
supposed son, far from renderyi"g"assistaace,
made a precipitate retreat ; and going straight

to their lodging, dispossessed it of whatever' .

was portable, and fled from the punishment
his late imposture deserved, and Lord Port-

man’s lenity had hitherto spared. Soon as -

the confusion occasioned by Mrs. Stokes’s
illness had subsided, Mr. Strictland asked
leave to produce the real son of Mr.‘Grosve-
nor. When, behold! the poor deserted boy
whose life or death, happiness or misery, were

to his mother objects of indifference, untilhex,

late fraudulent intentionsmade his appearance
necessary to further her plans, appeared in
the person of the highwayman! Yes, courte-

ous reader! the robber of Hannah Stokes—

was Hannah Stokes’sson!! The person to whom
shie owed all her late disgrace and shame, was
the. offspring of her former licentiouspess ! !
++‘Thus was the unnatural parent punighed
throughv.the medium of her: devoted child.
~Justly punished for cruelty, whereby was



176 PANNY FI¥Z-YORR.

laidatrain of evils tlraty in othertircuihstancés,
might have terminated fatally Both to hersdlf
and the wronged object of her desertion.

' Modest embarrassment, resulting from re-
collections the most painful, tinged uthe
young man’s cheeks. No informatiod had
hitherto met his edr that the female, whom
he unlawfully dispossessed of her property,
and whom mistaken restitution had subse-
quently involved in dishonour and infamy,
was the being to whom he owed his ex-
istence, and who was now endeavouring, by
deceit and imposition, to rob him of his
birth-right. A contrariety of feelings, pain-
fully oppressive, without one pleasurable
tinge to soften their asperity, bowed him to
the earth. His criminality, though unknown,
or known to few, wanted that support
which a conscience void of offence never
seeks in vain. Though oppressed by worldly
power, and scorned by worldly men, virtue
and rectitude of cotiduct will keep the mind
from sinking, and sustain the body with
well-assured firmness ; but Frederick Leigh,
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by deviating; from, the paths of honesty, lost
his own confidence; and: oppressed witha
sense of shame, and more thamever disgusted
with the author of his existenag, he looked
the image of woe, and kept his eyes rivetted
on the floor. TR

“ What proof have we,” enquired the
Serjeant,  that this person is not likewise a
cheat ?”

¢¢ A round unvarnished tale,” replied Mr.
Strictland. ¢ His name—and I would add,
an uncommon resemblance to the late Mr:
Grosvenor, if the learned Counsellor had
not made the same observation in favour of
an acknowledged impostor. I knew the
deceased well—his sister, the Lady Ann Fitz.
York, pronounces him her brother’s fae-
simile—his mother’s evidence, I suppose, will
not be admitted ; but if any other person in
court remembers Mr. Grosvenor, we are
willing to abide by their decision.”

Mr. Archer recollected him, and confessed
the reserablance, although it was against the :
interest of his client.

¢ Since this very material point is settled

13



18 FANNY FUTZ-YORK.
in "obir' favour,” @id" Counsellor- Bramble,
looking tridmpharitly st his-adversaries ; i
remains ‘to'shew cause why Stdkes and Léigh
maynotcléimuponthebon R D
- T fear'we must "allow their’ claxrrx;:}.:ire-
ghed the Serjeant, * since all enqui i the:
town of Beverley has fafled in substantiating
what, we had every reason to suppose,- a
forgery. “The"attorney and the two sub-
scnbthg witnésses are dead ; the clerk, who
is*said ‘to  havé engrossed the deeds, has erji.
grated ; and all who are acquainted with the
Kind'writing of the déceased, are obliged to
own' the signature, - The bond in favour-of
Stokes” scems to have had several ‘wotds
erased ; but, on the nicest scrutiny, nothing
appears subst:tuted that makes elther for or
against us.’

At the close of this ‘speech, anﬂ whilst
Brierly was addressing his Lordship; the'Ser-
jéant held the paper against the light, as-if
0 exaihine the erasures more closely;- when,
‘to the surprise of the Court, he exclaimed,
@ The hidden things -of darkness are,: ma
‘fhifacolous mifiper, brought to lightd: Kna-
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very. is-foiled- by its. wn, weappns!, . For the
very instrument. used to. facilitate this scheme
of;,mqmty. .cries aloud,agams; them., Ex.
zmme it, my Lord. The bond& are_dateqd
sevej 9} . years before the rags ‘which. £ormed
this, W went into the mill. The former
bear- thesyear 1802, and the wjter-mark
upon the latter .declares it to haye been. ma-
nufactured in 1811, therefore we shall trou.
ble your Lordship no longer. with the Plain-
#iffs, but bespeak. your .judgment when they
appear before you as Deféndants.”

Mrs. Stokes was intantly taken into cus-
tody. Her son,.dlias Tom, Smith, had, as
we before observed, escaped; but a warrant
was granted to seize his person, and also the
body of Brierly, whom Mrs. Stokes accused
as the sole instigator and author of the for-
gery. But he likewise left the court as soon
as he saw the turn matters were Jikely to
take, and was never heard of afterwards.
Mrs. Stokes lay in gaol till the next Old
Bailey ‘Sessions ; when the Earl of Milford
refusing to appear against her, she,. was dis-
clitrged ; but only exchanged one place of
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confinement for -another. The trial of- Ro-
bert Greenwpod was,still pending.. It stgod
over till the event of Lord Milfordie cause
was decidgd; but the business at length
coming on,.the perjured witness . was:sen.
tenced to .stand in the  pillory, andi@lrs.
Stokes’s punishment remitted to.the:refund-
ing five hundred pounds-to Lady. Milford.:
Brierly, as appeared by the male- culprit’s
declaration, being . the ostensibde mover and
cause of the perjury. In fact, she was the
tool which he, workman.like, turned and
guided to the accomplishment : of _those
schemes which proved his; finak overthraw ;
and drove him from bis native land, unpis
tied and: unlamented, even :by his nearest
connexions, C e

Before we quit objects so ungrateful to
the mind of feeling and sensibility, we
must advert to two circumstances; nearly
connected with the personages of whom we
are now writing, That duty performed,
we shall return to our heroine with renewed:
pleasyre, from the. necessity which has too
long deprived us of hercompany. - ...u
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The day dfter Mrs! Stbkéy’s “te-corfinit-
ment, A stramgeérs requésted’ dn -interview
upon business ‘of morhents 4ndy'beihg: ad-
mitted, presented-to the astonisked gaze'of
the prisoner; the: m\at whose reported dedth
had ‘fisst kindled the fire of ambition in her
mind, and whose unwelcome return would
rob her of the annuity settled by Major
Stokes on her as his wife. The sum, which
once appeared in her eyes a pullry-pittance,
now there was a chance of losing it, increased
in value with every second thought; until,
at length, the ample provision was mentioned
as a motive for silence; and a moiety of it
for his sole and separate use promised, on
condition, that no information whatever
should reach Major Stokes of Serjeant Mel-
lor’s return to life and his native, country.
This he promised to reflect upon, and in
answer (0 enquiries, resulting from cdriosity
rather than solicitude, gave her a long, but
uninteresting narrative, which we shall com-
prise in a few words.

The. enemy, finding some sparks of life
remaining, carried him to their camp. A
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long imprisonment followed ; but an oppor-
tunity of escape presenting 1tself he availed
himself of it, and worked his passage in the
last fleet for Fngland. Passing through
Westminster-hall, chance and. curiosity,.led
him into the Court of King’s-Bench, which
he was upon the point of quitting, when
Mrs. Stokes addressing the court, he irecog-
nised his wife. This gave an interest to the
cause it .before wanted, and detained him
untilits final issue, and the place of her con-~
finement were made known. ¢ But give
me,” he continued, * a faithful account of
your fortunes since we parted ; and, per-
haps, I may be of use in squeezing something
further out of the man you call husband,
What's his character and fortune; and
where his;residence > You must be fair and
above board, if you expect either my con-’
currence in your past plans, or assistance in
future.”

Mrs. Stokes’s narrative was of considers
able length; with truth and falsehoed so
ingeniously blended, that Mellor thought
her “ more sinned against, than sinning ;"



PANNY FITZ-YORK. 183

and :;promised toi reflect  upon what meld‘
turn to their mutual advaritzgo. - -
.. * . + % ‘

. Tom Smith, after ransackiny hif quondam
mother’s lodging, pondered-on the probabi.
lity of'securing a maintenance, without again
having recourse to servitude. Priscilla Gas-
kell, during ‘their short acquaintance, had
been as coming as.any young man could
wish. In. their unreserved “conversation,
she made a wvulgar boast “ of the :unlimited
influence her mother possessed; that her
will was the 'supreme law at Gaskell-house ;'
and that herifather durst no more contra-
dict her, than he durst put his hand into the
fire.” " :

These, and many such unlady-like obser.
vations, would have disgusted a man of the
least: feeling or refinement ; but Tom Smith
neither objected to the sentiments or’ lan.
guage. That wives should govern -their.
husbands, he knew was no uncothmon case,
though he determined: never to submit to
petticoat sway in bis own person’; and of
the indelicacy of makipg him-a party in the
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disputes of Mr. and Mrs. Gaskell.he was 10
judge, since the decencies of well-bred peo-
ple had never come under his own imme-
diate observation, nor had reading helped to
enlarge his mind. For though he bad pro-
fited in his juvenile days from a Sunday
school; and could read a play-bill, or write
a letter with as little bad spelling-as most of
his fraternity, yet, as any thing beyond this_
was voted a bore amongst the enhghtened
inmates of the housekeeper’s-room, Tom
cheerfully joined in decrying what was be-
yond his abilities, and left the improvement
of the mind to those poor creatures who
know nothing of life. But though unlet-
tered, he had common sense enough to
know that Mrs. Gaskell’s power—if he could
see her before the -late discovery became
public—might influence his future fortunes,
and that his marriage with the daughter of
a person of property, must eventually pro-
duce competence, especially from a man of
such fecling and consideration as his ip-
tended father-inlaw was reported to. be,
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without allowing any thing to his wife’s
authority.

Full of this scheme—which was formed
in a much shorter time than we have taken
in réporting it—Tom was comfortably scated
in the Exeter-coach, ere Hannah Stokes—
alia§ Mellor—had taken full possession of
her new apartment; and, in something less
than a week, Lady Ann received the follow-
ing letter from her old and highly-1 espected
néxghbour

" ¢ My pEAR MapaM, *

“ WHEN the mind is burthened, it natu-
rally seeks relief by communication; and,
except to your friendly bosom, I know not
where to fly for sympathy. Our worthy
Curate sorrows over the remains of his
lamented parent; but my lamentations are
for the living, not the dead, and spring from
a source the most grievous—the folly and
degeneracy of a wife and daughter.—Pris-
cilla, by her mother’s connivance, has con-
nected herself with a man of low birth,
without education, and of ver'y suspicious’
principles; even to the being whom Mrs.
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Stokes endeavoured to imppse upon the pub-
lic as the offspring of your deceased brother.
¢ He introduced himself on the strength
of supposed affinity, at a time when I was
unfortunately absent; though I know not
that my presence would have made any
‘'material difference ; and imposed upon the
credulity of my family by an artful tale of
the Earl of Milford having acknowledgﬁ
‘his brothers child, with a proviso, that I
should be given up to his sole care. That
his Lordship’s authority was to comniliace
by ‘sending him abroad in an official capa-
city; but the love he bore liis cousin Pris-
cilla, was paramount to every other conside-
ration, and rather than lose her, he would
forego every idea of his uncle’s protection.
« Unfortunately,” he added, “ Mr. Gaskell
has taken an unaccountable dislike to me,
which will prevent, dr at least postpone, our
nuptials, since it would require time- ta,
correct his-ill-founded antipathy ;- and, in the
mean while, I shall bg hurried into a foreign
land, and, perhaps, forced to submit: to.a



FANNY FITZ-YORK. 187

mercenary maﬁaage, or forfeit the Earl’
favour: for ever,”

¢ This improbable fiction had its intended.
effect. Ambition, and, I doubt not, a spirit
of rebellion against me, brought matters to
a'speedy conclusion ; a license wag procured
—the indissoluble knot tied—and the -day
he loft Tremorne, an account of the trial
Qppeared at full length in the papers. Han-
nah Stokes’ and Tom Smith's origin were
exposed—the imposition intended to defraud
thef Earl of Milford clearly pqmted out—
and the person of Priscilla’s husband accu~
rately described, with a reward for his ap-
prehension.  This, I have no doubt, hurried
him from Tremorne.

"¢ When the above particulars met my
astonished ear, ] hoped to have proved the
invalidity of their marriage, by its being
solemnized under a false name. But that
hope left me when, examining the register,
I found Thomas Smith inserted, and that my
daughter was the lawful wife of an unprin-
cipled vagabond. Since the newspaper infor-
mation, the females of my family have been
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sullen and taciturn. NG c ﬁdence is re-
posed-—-no consolation feqmred-p-l am
treated as though guilt attached to me, and
they were the innocent v1ct1ms of my im-
prudence.

% 'What to decide upon I know not. The
ﬁre-s1de, which to a man of my habits would
have been paradise with a suitable compa-
nion, is, by Ty ill-assorted nuptials, 2 cursg!
But I have brought it upon myself. The
sins of my youth are punished with retri-
butive justice; and a consciousness of*de-
serving it, has made me submit to indig-
nities and insults, I once thought my nature
incapable of bearing. But evéty feeling has
its boundary ; mine have reached the limits
of forbearance, and one other step sets me .
beyond their influence; but that step shall
be decisive.

% Mrs. Gaskell and her daughters would
be much happier, I am well assured, woulds
death free them from a husband and a
father; and why should I exist a living mo-
nument of their, hatred and my own ab-
horrence? "Lhave sacrificed énough to the
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world’s opinion 3 but could I have rendered
those respectablé, for whom the offering was
made, I would still have dragged the chain
which fetters me. That being impossible, I"
am resolved to cast it off, and live hence-
forward separate from those, whose service:18
worse than an Egyptian bondage, and whose
conversation grates upon the ear, and har.
roWs up the feelings beyond any idea your
Ladyslup can have formed; because hap-
pily you have been exempt from e tire-
someness of folly, and the provocations of
tur ulence. May you ever be a stranger -
to what would disturb the happy serenity of
your mind ; and live a blessing to all around
you, and blessed to the utmost extent of
your own wishes.

¢ I have the honour to remain, Madam,
with the most perfect estcem,

“ Your Ladyship’s faithfully
“ devqted Servant,
¢ Jo—— GASKELL.

¢ Gaskell- House,
 May 14k, 1812."

Serjeant Mellor, after giving one night to
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reflection, posted down intg:Pevonshire, and
introduced himself to the- Q)fa_]or as a rela-
tion of Mrs. Stokes. The-old gentleman
fired at the name, and informed Mellor he
never again wished.to see Mrs. Stokes or
any of her kindred.

¢ Then your honour is not very happy in
the connection ? Her first hushand, Sefjeant
Mellor, found - her a bitter pill, and Haﬁnah
has not :forgotten her former pranks, ¥
dare sayf:’

« Her first husband, Sir, was Captain Mei-
lory-in the East India service ; and as to her
former pranks, as you facetiously call them,
they are ripened into crimes——cgimes of the
most atrocious nature! Would [ had never
known her!”

“ What would you give the man who
should release you from heg.?"

¢« have released myself, at the ‘expense
of two hundred a year, which she forfeits,
if she comes within- twenty miles. of my
residence.”

¢ But what would you give the person
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who should reléase you lewfully, and for
ever, both fron¥der and the annuity ?”

* Do you mean seriously {”

“1 do, Sir, and will act in the same
manner.” “

“ Then you will be entitled to my ever-
lasting gratitude, and a thousand pounds of
lawful money.”

‘¢ Make it fifteen hundred, and I am your
man.” .

“ A bargain. Now what do you pro-
pose?”

¢ Draw up a few lines, and when we have’
both signed it, I will open my plans.”

This was instantly complcted ; but when
the Major saw Mellor’s name and profession
under-written, he exclaimed, ¢ Who are
you ”’

¢ The lawful hugband, your Honour, of
Hannah Mellor, now Stokes, and, by your
bounty, master of fifteéen hundred pounds;
part of which I'll expend in a commission,
and the rest in lottery tickets.” .

“ Serjeant Mellor, you are the most agree-
able visitor I have received for some time;
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and my, butler shall make yeu welcome to
all the hospitalities of Pine Lodge, By your
means I am once more a single manj and
have now nothing to contend against. but
gout, bile,. dropsy, jaundice, and a variety of
the worm. tribe,—trifles light as air, com-
paxed to the mischiefs caused by a bad wo-
man, or the misery .of being linkedr to a.
virago. But I beg pardon for speaking with
such freedom of your wife. Usage has ren.:
dered tHit familiar, which would now be
impertinent ; but with gratitude for my
release, I promise never to be.guilty.of a
similar offence.” CL e
Mellor hastened back to London:.with as
much speed, and more vivacity, than he left
it; and again visiting his wife’s prison,
learnt her transaction with the Jew, -and
likewise that fifty pounds was all that re-
mained of the money thus procured=--that
she was in debt at her.lodging, and to vari.
ous shop-keepers—*¢ Oh, let them whjstle
for their money,” interrupted Mellor. * As .
my wifé, you have nothing to fear from cre=
ditors of that, description ;. and I shall keep
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Lady Mnlfordw-@lnt settled, and once mone
at liberty, you must make. the best shift yon
can with the Major’s paltgy annuity--no part’
of which: I shall rob you of-—havmg, I think,
interest enough to procure an eénsigncy in
some: regiment abroad. Our first: concern
ﬁﬁ be to get you out ofvghis infernal
place, for which purpose I am going to Lord
Milford’s solicitor, and may, perhaps, be abla
to compromise matters; at any rate, here
you camnot remain. A prison¥is, generally
speaking, inhabited by the poor, but it requires
a rich man’si¥evenue to live in-it. Expect
me again to-morrow; mean time support
your spirits by the expectation of freedom.”
Previous. to Mellor’s interview with his
.wife, he.-had seen. the Earl’s wattorney, and
found -him by no means averse to accommow
dation. Bus, previous to the final adjusw
ment, the- Serjeant- thought it necessary te
sound the depth: of the prisoner’s purse, and
lilkewise the .extent.of her debts; to which
hejdstebis himselt: liable 3s. soon as the late

VOL. II. K
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transaction became public. , For this he was,
.however, provided, having purchased a com-
mission and secured his passage in an East
"Indiaman, prior to his vxsmng the prison a
second time

That he should interest lnmself about his
wife’s liberation, particularly at the expence
of two dundred and fifty pounds—the sum
Mr. Archer agreed to accept—arose from no
motives of love, but some small remains of
feeling—some little compunction for rabbing
her of the annuity.—To have left her in
prison, would have been an added aggrava-
tion—a climax of cruelty, that even Mellor
would have shuddered at ; ‘though how she
was to live when restored to society never
produced an anxious thought. He knew
her enterprising—he felt also that her natu-
ral abilities greatly exceeded his own—and
with such advantages, what could impede
her progress in the attainment of that com-
petence she had before so skilfully attained?
Though youth was fled, her person had lost
none of its attraction ; and as that had suc-
cessfully aided her on a former occasion,
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when less learnéd in matritnonial maricsdvhes,
what might she not ‘achieve, with nécessifly
to whet her invention, and ‘expétichice £t
her guide?

To these powerful aukiliaries he left his
unsuspecting wife, after conducting her to a
small apartment, better suitéd to her réil
than' ;hpposed prospects—Ileft hef? as' fard
ordiinet, for ever!—For during the pai-
sage to Bombay, in a fit of delirium, Kb
threw himself out of the cabin-window, and
was never seen afterwards.

K 2



196 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

CHAP VL

AN ASSASSINATION.~—THE LOST WIFE

% FOUND.—AND A DUEL.

Fannvy with perfect candour detailed to Lady
Ann and her Guardian the unpleasant ad-
venture at St. James’s, without attempting
to conceal her feelings at the moment, or her
apprehensions of future consequences, The
person to whom most blame attached, she
conceived to be Captain Corbett; because,
though his Lordship’s conduct was hasty and
precipitate—perhaps 2 little rude—it by no
means merited the opprobrious epithet be-
stowed by the former ; and fully justifiedher
Cqusm s subsequent conduct. « But the
result, she continued, “I tremble to reﬂéct
‘upon.” '

o ‘ @% laws of modern honour,” observed
Me#trictland, “are arbitrary, and compel
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man to take away the life of a fellow crea

ture, or perhaps loose his own, on the most
frivolous pretences. It i3 a law neither
subject to the powers. of reason, nor under
the controul of judgment—neither  recog-
nizable on principles of justice or religion.
It originated ih'fevenge, wis continued by
pride and vain., glory, and owes itg present
popularity to cowardice, or a lack of courage
to encounter the blame of fools.

_,To send, or accept a challenge, is no evi-
dence of the truth of any cause. The van-
quished is as frequently the injured party as
the vanquisher ; and in a.matter that rests so
entirely upon..accident—or at least ought
to do so, for the man who depends upon
known superior skill is little better than an
assassin—where chance I say, is the arbiter,
the dispute might with as much _]usnce, and
more regard:to the laws of society, be set-
tled by drawing lots or a cast of the die.
But.my dear youpg friend, I trust your fears
of future consequences are groundlesss If
Captain Corbett desg:ended to abuse, Lord
Moseley’s chastisement fully replied to it;
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and I -should. hope ' settled .the account,
‘¢ errors excepted,’:ds we say in the city.”

‘At this :moment Mrs. Bloomfield rushed
ito.¢the room, and with much agitation in
her lvoks—though whether pain or pleasure
was the predominant feeling would be hard
to decide—cried.out * he’s shot in the House
of Commons!” - i -

»% Shot |” exclaimed the trio, at the same

moment ; ¢ Who'#” :

4 Percival,” replied the widow. Killed
by an assassin !
© ¢ Had I guided his hand, the pistol should
have ‘been pointed elsewhere; but that bes
tween ourselves, - What effect his death will
have on the body politic I know not, but we
have at all events one comfort to cling to.” .;

-4 What is that ;" enquired Mr. Strictland.

"% That we cannot change for the worse.
Percival, if report may be- credited, was am
amfable privaté 'character, ind might have
bedri 2 weful'publicone, had he remained in'*
¥#y formir station.  But ambition threw out
Here¥ he' was'too ‘weak -to:resist, and that
wealkifessifoltowed him through the whole of
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his ministerial career::: A man may bé:a 'good
husband—a worthy: .father~—a benevolent-
master~a ' sincere friend—and a very bad
statesman. Domestic: virtues are - highly
laudable in themselves ; but in the pilot'who
steers our national bark, we look for qualifi-
cations of a different complexion. -Ta the
virtues of Percival, should be addgl an ex.
clusive regard for the welfare of his country,
to which all other views ought to be subor-
dinate, But how has this regard been shewn
by the deceased? It has evinced itself by a
decreased population~an impoverished -re.
venue—a starving people—and the misery
of thousands eof individuals, who deplore
the loss of husbands—fathers—brothers-
and friends in this unjust, unnecessary,-and
destructive war. The most vicioys charac-
ter in existence could not have been a greater
enemy to . his King, his: couptry, and his
fellow citizens, than this reputad good.man ;
from which we may fairly infer, that a clege
ver, long-headed, sharp-witted, quick-sighted
knave, would guide.the helm with more
credit to himself, -and more. prosperity to
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the pepple, than Pexcival has done with &l
his spintike attributes.”

‘ But as no man is fully known, until he
has been proved,” said Lady Ann, “would it
not be safer to trust the honest man, than
the knave ’

“ I would trust nonc of them,” replied the
‘yidow with great emphasis.  If temptation
fall in his way, the honest man, we have
fatal proof, can resist as little as the knave.
Pitt, for instance, you'll say, was an honest
man. .
¢ ITe was so far honest that he would nei-
t} or rob a church, ngr cheat his tradesmen ;
but he took the money out of the pockets
of the industrious to carry on unnecessary
wars, and to subiidize powers, who laughed
at our credulity, and turned their backs upon
us the moment their ends were answered.
Pitt died poor, say his advocates. But his
friends and relations are wallowing in sine-
cures and reversions, To pay which taxes™
are multiplied beyond all former precedent,
every article of consumption feels it, either
directly or indirectly-—property is taxed to
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that extent that people poisessing tilttinde.
pendencies, are reduced’td shifts' and ‘meiti-
nesses to lve''at all-sthe “ofice:flodrishing
merchant or manufacturer is become ‘Ganik-
rupt—the shopkéeper looks 'in viin for'ifs
former customers ; those who used tb’expe‘)nd
liberally, are, by the <« mplexfon of the times,
obliged to limit their out-goings; and the poor
are rising en masse for want of the commnon-
est nécessaries of life.- These crying evils
are produced by a war, in which we have no
real interest, and burthens under which we
groan, to pamper those who' were before
gorged; or to raise people from obscurity,
who have neither private virtue nor public
desert. But being allied to men in power,
are placed upon the pension list, as an easy
way of providing for poor relatiohs ; with-
out considering that evé¥y such pension adds
to the load of those already sinking 'qnd'er
the pressuré of poverty. Do‘away all sine

cures, and places filled by proxy—pensibh
none but those who have substantial claims
upon their country-=and there wotild be fio
real cause for murmutings; but to know that

X3
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the earnings of the poor are lavished upon
the idle and the indolent—upon the drones
in the hive of industry—who can wonder
that complainings are heard in our streets,
ahd that curses, not loud, but deep! follow
the footsteps of our rulers "

The widow was so earnest on her favour-
rite topic, and withal gaveit so much force
of voice, that Lady Milford entered unno-
ticed; and as her Ladyship archly placed
her finger on her lips in token of silence, she
heard nearly the whole of the foregoing
speech. When Mrs. Bloomfield ceased,
rather for want of breath than because her
ideas were exhausted, the Countess, good-
humouredly tapping her on the shoulder,
enquited who could be so hardy as to anathe-
matize the virtuous, enlightened, self-defying
senators who served their country upon
ptre principles of patriotism, without glanc.
ing at the emoluments of office: and who,,
if called upon, would doubtless resign their
supetfluities to lessen the burthens of their
follow Citizens? “ But, my dear madam,”
she continuéd * if you have any pity for my
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feglings, chapge the spb)fc,g, Jam ﬁ,fmfgtefl
with politics, and 59 sigk 9 N‘h?"%. &at
I noy, ppfrgquenﬂy; leave home to ayoid their

tiresome tormentipg society. My Lord and
his party are at this moment in actual deli-
beration on the probable, and the poss;ble ;
and in 3 high fever with apprehension of
some impending evil ; whether it arises from
a fear of loosing their Jives, or their places, 1
cannot say. But I am, without reflection,
continuing the subject T wished to disiss,
Frances, my love, indulge me with your com-
pany for an hour or two. I am gomg to
make a few purchases for country cousins,
and would rather depend upon your taste
than my own.”

Fanny was preparing to obey, when Frede-
ricl rushed into the room; and, trembling
with dgitation, exclaimed, ¢ Oh madam! Oh
Mr. Strictland! I have found her! Pale and
sinking at your door—the victim of want—
I discovered my virtuous—my suffering
Mary ! From the impulse of the moment I
draggedher intp the housekeeper’s room; and
the good, the humane Mrs. Smith is kindly
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administering to her.wants, whilst I endea-
vour to apologize for the temerity of my
conduct. .But had your Ladyship, or my
benefactor seen her as I did—had you felt
for her what I feel—you would I think have
acted with as little regard to decorum as I
have done.”

“I hope all your momentary impulses,
Frederick,” replied Mr. Strictland, “ will be
in future as venial as the one you now think
proper to vindicate. Had you acted other-
wise than you have done, even by a stranggr
under the like pitiable circumstances, you
would have incurred my displeastre. Rea’
turn, thercfore, to the poor afflicted, desire
Smith to supply her with every comfort;
and after a night’s rest I have something to
disclose that will conduce to your mutual
bappiness.”

Frederick bowed, and was withdrawing,
when his eye first caught Lady Milford and
the widow, Gratitude for Mr. Strictland’s
goodness had already flushed his cheek, but
shame, for having intruded so unceremonis«
ously on Lady Ann’s visitors, dyed his com-
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plexion of the deépest’ trimsor? ' He' bent
his body with graceful huatiility, and in
faultering accents was beginning an apology,
when Lady Milford intetrapted him: ¢ Mr.
Leigh no defence of your conduct is neces.
sary. The intrusion,as you are pleased to
term it, was the natural effect of a good
cause; and has placed you in a point of
view—in a situation where I trust happiness
will finally reach you , and what more conld
your father wish, were he alive to curb the
destiny of his repentant offspring? Pardon
me, young man,Imeant not to dye your cheek
‘with shame, The word repentant, is rather
on your pirt cause of exultation ; and who—
cven the best of us—under similar circum-
stances, could say, 1 would have acted other~
wise ? Youthful depravity should, and ever
will be held in abhorre' ce, in the same pro-
portion as the slightest symptoms of reforma-
tion ought to be applauded and encouraged.
But alas | how few are blessed ‘with the god-
like attribute of mercy ! How few like Lady
Ann and Mr. Strictland, woald Hhave led
afallen creature fromrthe pathé of terbptdtion,
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and delivered him from the evils of wice!
They will I doubt not have cause to " rejoice

itheir good works, and thousands might,
by similar conduct, draw erring mortals from
the paths of perdition.”

' Mrs. Bloomfield, who was in all the family
secrets, applauded Lady Milford’s sentiu.ents,
and wished they were more generally acted
upon. “But,” continued she, ¢ pcople who
have most power, are so involvad in vices
of their own—vices not less heinous, though
of a different complexion—or if not actnally’
vicious, are so entangled in the labyrinths
of fashionable frivolity ; that they have no
time for rational or charitable pursuits; and
1 am afraid still less inclination.

.%“Oh ! Iam sick of the shameless folly and
ridiculous ‘affectation displayed by modern
masters and misses at fashionable routs !
Masters and misses did Isay? Why do I
confine ' myself to children ? Grandfathers
and grandmothers, setting age and wrinkles
at defiance, are running the same mad career,
and. instead of shewing their. descendants
examples of sobriety.and prudence, are tak-
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ing the lead in a race which promases notlnng
to the winner but ruin and misery.

“Thesmileonyourcountenance, Siri.1'and,
seems to say; ¢why associate wiih heings so
repulsive ¥ The hope—a vain one perhaps—
of satirizing them into the appearance at
least of creatures endowed with reason—of
shaming them into “rationality, and thereby
forcing them to adopt sentiments and man-.
ners more congenial with decorum, though'
they set morality and religion at defiance,:
Mr. Leigh, the anxiety seated on your brow-
plainly informs me that you would rather,
at this moment, be soothing your Mary,
than listening to a sermon delivered in all
the imposing grandeur of silk and lewn :
how then can I expect to claim your atten-
tion to my perhaps ill-timed exhortation?
But I will try your patience no longer. Go, -
"in God’s name, and comfort the poor afflicted
whom adversity—perhaps villainy—has re-
duced to the confines of the grave ; but who
falling into the hands of the good Samaritan,
will find a healing balm for her bruises, and
a consoling cordial for her mental pains.”
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Frederick gladly obeyed the considétate
widow's command ; when Fanny Pgepzred
to attend the Countess; and Lady Ann and
Mr. Strictland were left to a consultation, in
which the recent event, which introduced a
stranger into the family, was discussed with
generosity and feeling.

Thefracasat St. James’s found its way into
every fashionable print; but truth and false-
hood were so ingeniously blended—according
to the taste or talents of the different editors,
that the parties concerned, scarcely recognised
their own adventure. 5 ~

In one circumstance, however, they were
unanimous ; namely, that a duel could not
by any- means be avoided. ‘Whether such a
termination had previously been decided upon
by either of the gentlemen, we cannot pre-
cisely determine ; but Corbett found, from -
the conversation of his brother officers, that -
his courage would be admitted upon no othér
premises ;- and that risking bis. life, was the"
only method to establish his-reputation:

This important - point -settled, Major
Grantham was the bearer of a note appoint-
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ing time and place ; to which.Mose\léyq % no-
thing loth,” acquiesced; and.-at the hour
mentioned, attended by Sir Herbert Huntley,
met the adverse party. :
The seconds, according to general usage,
endeavoured at accommodation ; but Moseley
was doubly armed ; and though his-personal.
injuries, which were in fact self created,
and the result of his own impetuosity, mighs -
have submitted to apology : those of‘a below’
ed sister would admit of no alleviation.
"Tis true, he had promised Maria never to
seek Corbett ; but being himself sowghs, the
summons,; which presented a chance of re-
venging wrongs, not to be thought of with-
out the keenest resentment, was obeyed with
alacrity.  Yet, scorning -to take advantage,
even of the man he hated, Moseley gene-
rously waived his right to the first fire; and
both pistols going off at the same instant withs
out’ effect; an adjustment was again pro-
posed, . To this Corbett gave a willing as+
sent, and held.out his hand in token of ami--
ty ; but Moseley, not only repulsed. his offer
in the most haughty manner, but accompa- -
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nied his rejection with- the remark," that he
would never shake hands with a, villain!
_The seconds now again mterposed--for Sir
Herbert thought his friend was going unjus-
tifiable lengths, but his Lordship put an end
to their amicable endeavours by repeating,
—< a cowardly villain| The man, or rather
the monster, who sports with the peace and
happiness of a virtuousand amiable woman,
deserves no better epithet. Captain Corbett
has proved himself that man, and must an-
swer to the charge, with the renewed risk of
his worthless life.”

A second fire, that proved dééiswe, fol-
lowed this intemperate speech; for Mose.
ley’s right arm refused any longer to second
his resentment. His adversary’s ball lodged
just above the elbow ; but was extracted on
the spot by a medical friend, whom Major
-Grantham had the precaution to bring with
him; and .as no apparently alarming conge-
quences were likely to ensue, the gentlemen
returned to town jn the same order they
left it, after the. seconds had made another
fruitless attempt to reconcile the combatants.
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“ ] cannot be in friendship,” exclaimed his
Lordship, ¢ with a man whose actions 1
despise ! ‘ Whenever, or wherever we meet
in future, it must be as strangers. One re-
quest I have to make, not on my own ac-
count, but to preserve the feelings of 4 female
from being wounded by public animadver-
sion.”

“ Name your request, my Lord,” replied
the Major, ¢ and if compatible with the laws
of honour, I pledge myself that it shall be
granted.”

“Irely upon your word, Ma_]or, that this
meeting shall be kept a profound- secret.
‘Yet do not imagine that my defeat prompts
the request; I care not if the world' wit-
nessed it ; but feminine delicacy is a tender
plant, and must not—mark me,”—looking:
at Corbett, “ shall not be blighted by the
breathof vanity.”

«%Your words, my Lord, are very: impe-
perstive,” observed Corbett. “ Such lan~
-guage might become 2 CONQUETOTmmm—"

¢ It-becomes a man, Sir. A man-sensibly
alive to the honour of his house, and deter«
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mined to defend, not the person enly, but
the peace and feelings of those alheé t‘o him.
Accident has given you one advantage ; but
beware of a second contest.”

¢ The caution, doubtless, comes in
friendly guise, my Lord, and in the same-
spirit,” tauntingly replied the Captain, ¥ I
return it. What is now merely a wound,.
may, in the event of another rencontre,
prove' a: death.blow ; 'from ‘which my firin
nerve, if ‘called upon will never shrink; nor
in my future inclinations or pursuits, will I
be intimidated by the- hectormg of 2 boy |
The secret of this meeting m&: by me
transpire, because my friend given his’
word. ' That binds us both ; without refer-
ence to the extreme delicacy and' refinement
of your Lordship’s feclings, such effeminate
and puerile arguments, are with me rather
matter of ridicule than consideration.”

This retort finished the hostile conference,
and Moseley accompanied Sir Herbert Hunt-
léy to his lodgings, where a plausible story
vas fabricated, and his family led to "believe
that an accidental overturm of the carriage
caused his Lordship’s present disability.
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CHAP. V1

A NARRATIVE,

Which the Author hopes will be found
interesting.

FREDERICK LEIGH, at the time he was
abandoned by his unnatural mother, was in
his sixth year; and had that interesting ap-
pearance—that air of gentility—which sel-
dom distinguishes children who derive their
birth from the lower orders of society; in
fact, he looked the offspring of a gentleman.
I know some of my readers will cavil at
this, and say, * the distinction is not one of
nature, but education.” Here I beg leaye
to differ. Specimens of children like Fre-
derick, are as seldom feund in the loweg, as
appearances of personal vulgarity and mean-
ness are to be traced in the highest circles;
nay, they are so uncommon, that an instance
never passes without observation. It is
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true we have some mean-looking lords, and
vulgar-looking ladies; but they #fe”excep-
tions to a general rule; though, perhaps,
rather more common than a gentleman-look-
ing husbandman, or his lady-looking wife.
But leaving this point to be discussed by
more able philosophers than myself, I pro-
ceed to state, that the lovely:child of ‘Han-
nah Leigh—now Mellor—was discovered
bewailing his deserted state in the public
streets of Falmouth, into which he had been
driven by the inhuman landlord of a small
inn, upon finding the boy thrown ‘upon his
mercy ; for Ser_]eant Mellor ﬁﬂﬁllcd; nelther
of his promises to the mother. »"* "

The venerable, heaven-born -being, who
wiped the childish tear of afliction from his
eye, was a man, who, on losing a beloved
wife, had retired from business upon a mo-
derate fortune, and settled within a short
mile of the town, with his only child, a
girl not five years of age.' Mr. Litchfield
had married late in life, vand the offspring of
his lost Mary was the idol of as affectionate
a heart as.ever throbbed inthe bosom of
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humanity. Frederick, whose young affec.
tions -bounded towards the being who had
thus unexpectedly hushed his sorrows, re-
lated during their walk to Primrose-cottage,
his journey from Beverley in a large car-
riage, drawn by eight horses—with affec-
tionate interest- talked of the kindness of
his mother, ere she became acquainted with
the gruff-looking soldier—and concluded by
describing the -vessel which, he had been
told, they were to sail in toa place a great
way off.. &

.. The, welcome Mr. Litchfield received from
his, belowd ‘Mary, was in pfoportion to the
pleasure she“antmpated by the introduction
of a companion and play-fellow. of nearly
her own age, and in manners and appear-
ance the most prepossessing. For, to do
Hannah Leigh justice, she never, in the
smallest instance;- forgot to whom her child
ewed his existence; but endeavoured, with
the.natural good sense she possessed, to instill
notions of gentility into her son, which
should not disgrace the fortune he miight
one day inherit from the bounty of +his
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" father. And, though too illiterate to in-
struct him herself, he had profited Lixgely,
even at this tender age, from the tuition of
the Curate of Beverley, who, to eke out a
miserable stipend, undertook the arduous,
but ill-requited, task of instilling knowledge
into the minds of youth.

We shall not spin out this narrative by
dwelling on the scenes of #Frederick’s in-
fancy ; but merely state, that after” ascertain-
ing the departure of Serjeant Mellor and
his wife, Mr. Litchfield adopted the little
stranger, and had him instructed in_every
branch of education wneccssary -to. form.a
useful and virtuous member of  society.
Meanwhile the infant attachment of Frede-
rick and Mary grew with their growth, and
strengthened with their years. Ina word,
the harmony of this little family never knew
an hour’s abatement, until immortality claim-
ed the saintJike being, who, during life, had
been the universal friend of mankind, and”
shewed at his decease how a Christian could
die.

By his will he left the whole of his little
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property, ajpounting to five thousand:
pounds;’ #to- his daughter, on condition that
she  became the wife of Frederick within
twelve .inonths-after his deatl ; but in case
either ;.of . the. parties refused to obey his
dying request; the money, now placed at
interest in the hands of an’old friend at
Bristol, was to be equally divided, and the
furniture, platg and.linen, to devolve exclu-
si%ely on hLis beloved and dutiful Mary.
The heart-rending grief of the young couple
was in pr opomon to their irremediable loss ;
but time the softener of every calamity,
came ith, healing on his wings, and the
&plranc}'h*%f ten months saw Mary the
Wy wife of Frederick.

Several weeks rolled on in fehcnty too
great to last; when Frederick, who had
served an apprenticeship to a wine-merchant
in Falmouth, expressed a wish to embark.in
the same business, for.which it was necessary
to callsin part of his capital. But judge,
reader, of their affliction, when the next
post brought an account of the death of old
Mr. Ryan ; andthat-his only son,/a depraved,

TOL, Il L



218 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

dissipated young man, had turned every
thing into money, and sailed threc weeks be-
fore for the United States of America,

Thus deprived of every prospect which 2
lucrative and respectable business might have
realized, servitude pointed out the only re-
medy ; and as education rendered him fully
competent to undertake counting-house busi-
ness, and youth is ever sangtine, Frederick
arid Mary, without a murmur, agreed to
dispose of their household effects, and try
what could be done by a journey to the Me-
tropolis; several efforts having been made to
procure a situation at Falmouth without suc-
cess.— Shakspeare says,

when sorrows come
They come not singly, but in battalions.”

And so it was with our ill-fated couple. A
day was appointed for the disposal of the
late Mr. Litclifield’s valuable furniture, when,,
dreadful to relate! the evening previous to
the sale, the premises, and every thing inani-
mate they contained, were reduced to a heap
of ashcs; and Frederick and Mary, with
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their old female servapt, marrowly escaped
sharmg ‘the same melancholy fate. That
they were not consumed was matter of
boundless gratitude ; but every article they
possessed perished in the conflagration ; and
they were indcbted to the kindness of their '
neighbours for a necessary change of linen.
Poor old Martha, who all her life had been
ig. serv1tudc, was now the only one of
the three not pennyless ; and likewise the
only one who-could boast of relations able
and willing to afford her shelter. For Mr:
Litchfield owed his origin to poor but indus-
trious pa{zms in Devonshire, and with the
only surviving and distant branches -of the
family he had held no communication for
the last forty years. Mrs. Litchfield was an
orphan, who crossed the Atlantic at an early
period, and was wholly unconnected in this
country; so that we find Frederick and
Mary isolated beings~links cut off from the
<hain of kindred —poor—unconnected—por-
tionless and friendless, if we except the tem-
poraty compassion which their local situa-
tion awakened.—But, in opposition to these
L2
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disadvantages, they;iwere happy. in each
other ; possessed ‘yoﬁ_th.and health,{ﬁigh the
benefit of well-disposed, well-informed
minds; ‘and to those whorlack all,. or any of
these blessings, .their situation: will appear
divested of those horrors, which such. com-
‘plicated calamity would, in :other circum-
stances have produced. '
-+/The tradesman with whom Fredenck had
" served his time, and by whom he was greatly
beloved, set on foot a private contribution,
by which the young couple procured neces-
sary ¢lothing, and defrayed the expences of
their:-journey to town; where, Frederick
‘had po doubt of meeting with speedy sand
profitable employment. Weeks, hightgve
-elapsed without the accomphshment
‘desitable event—for hundreds  of regular
-clerks:swere at this period of stagnation un-
employed—during which’time of anxiety
4nd disappointment,'a merely - decent, Jadg;
ing was exchanged for a miserable garret,
-and -for ‘that. they were :in--arrears ; whilst
every ‘second article :of ¢lothing’ was .sacxi-
ficed piecemeal to procure the coarsest food,
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«nd for*the last two days, a limited quantity
of Hpead had been moistened with ,pure
elergent.

To add mental to corporeal suffering, the
owner of the garret, a rude vulgar brute,
made daily unfeeling applications for the
rent; and at length threatencd to sepd Fre-
derick to jail, and turn Mary into the street.
¢ This alarming stretch of power decided
Frederick’s fate. A miniature picture of
the late Mr. Litchfield, which Maty con-
stantly wore round her neck, was, by the
distracted husband, pledgad for a.guinea;
with this sum he bought a pair of second-
hand pistols, and hiring a horse, to go he
knew not whither, or scarcely withyavhat
inteht, for several horsemen and -aarringes
passed unmolested, when Lady Milford’s
chariot, followed only by one outrider,;at
length presented a probable object, . from
whom much booty might be obtained with
little risk. "

The event answered, as before related,, as
likewise the attack upon his yakpown. mp-
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ther, and Fredericgh subscquent gonﬁne-
ment at Bath. o
“«Meanwhile the hard-hearted landlad'j‘ ‘had
in part made good her threat. The husband
was beyond her reach, but on Mary she
wreaked her vengeance, and with the malice
of a fiend—at a late hour of night—in the
depth of winter—without the comfort of a
* cloak, or covering for her head—thrust from
*her inhospitable door the wretched, fainting
victim of want and misery !
. .Poor Mary’s feelings when she found her-
‘self for-the first time alone, and at an hoor .
so pregmant with danger, may, perbaps, be
fmagined, but my feeble pen would j@\,«m
wescribing them. Conceive a female n\iﬁﬁ;ca
in the lap of prosperity—brought up ‘with
delicacy and tenderness by a parent, who
¢ never suffered the winds of heaven to visit
her fuce too roughly.’—Next fancy this
idglized child married to the lord of her,
affections, and equally beloved by him, and
to-whom money, until the last few weeks,
Had . been: of ‘mo comparative value~~Cons
trasty I siy, -her former jprospects agdiactual
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situation; with the p M forlorn, helpléss,
famished, Mary, walking the streets of the
metropohs, with no shield against the cut-
ting wind and biting frost ;—uncertain of
the fate of her husband—for his absence
wajs :unaccounted for, and the probability
occurred that she had seen him for ¢he last
time,~and no pen—no imagination, I think,
ean do justice to her feelings.
_ For several minutes, Frederick’s almost®
despairing wife sat on the step of the closed
door; but clad in a manner that, at this
season, defied genial warmth, al.hough-there
had beenyp roof to protect her, the incle-
meﬁ:mr pierced through her scanty cover-
fﬁd she found there was no charice for
life:but what arose from bodily: exercise.
Yet to leave the place where alone her Fre.
derick could find her, was, if possible, to be
avoided; he might return immediatelysw-"
“ or,~" she faintly articulated, ¢ he may-—
Oh, God! never return again !”. ,
“Two ' women passing heard -this. heart-
rending ejaculation ; and one of them, with-
out stopping;: repliedy #* Suppose he never
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does, there's’ p’ibﬁty‘m&‘é to'be HAgV i Yegg
Contiftised the dther Tertlifng hét speath withd
a-loud laugh; bu’t 1 %uppo.ﬁé ‘Mtss’k mbtto
iy COnst'mcy ' ’
“This unwomanly attack, the first msu!t'
she had ‘ever been subject to, terrified her
no'less from its grossness than its* novelty.
From the other sex, she knew there Was
‘ nmethmg to dread ; but from any'outrage
in the form of woman, her mind had not
been prepared, and -wis, consequently, iri<
capable of guarding against. But thus con-
vinéediof her deplorable state, and by this
tihe shivering with ¢old, she determined
to- pace the pavement' to and fro, “Without!
losiug “sight- of - the door 50 lately eidbed-
against her. SEREE o
Her first attempt was totteéring and feéble,
for the frost had nearly paralized: het lichbs,
wheén a footman, belaced and betaastiledg
overtovk the distreéssed ‘wanderefy and, with: -
an oath, bade her go home’ and sieep‘hétee!f
gober. = .0 ¢ b3 oo gy e
A second-pang, ‘though \mequgl " Mhagl
nitude to that inflicted by heér oWwh sexy
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shot ; athwart the chilled. . bosom of . poor
Mary,. a.pd for a moment, .deprived hgr of
recollection 3-but Frederick, the: only qbject
of her solicitude, instantly chased away
every other idea, and with him occyrregd the
alarming certaipty that she had strayed fur.
ther from  the . house-than prudepce war-
ranted. -

Hastily turning round she retraced her
steps, and, to. her. unspeakable joy, saw #*.
gentleman knock at the door, as she thought,
of her. late lodging. -, Hurrying .forward,
she se‘Lzed hxa arm, and in almost mquul.ate
accants exclaimed,  Enter .not tha.t -house,

gtome with me; some place will give us
g & and if not, whllst you are with me.
I cih lie in the street.”

.This speech, addresseq to,a- stranger-—for,.
alas! it was not Frederick—required no inters
pretation. 'l‘he.;a}ling;'of the speaker was ap-
parently..cbvious, .and required not the cor-
robaration ber words conveyed. But though
she really had been of that unhappy, misera.
ble class. of females who walk the streets almost
in a state of: ngulity,. whilst. the tempest:

L3
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roars, and the frost bites keenly, the man
who can idd insult to wretchedness, deserves
not the name, but ranks in the scale of cx-
istence with the brutes that perish.

. Such was the person our unfortunate wan.
derer addressed. He was a member of the So-
ciety for the Suppression of Vice; and with
those gentlemen fecling is lost in what they
falsely conceive to be duty. With savage bru-
tality he shook her from him; and, in accents
loud and authoritative, threatened the watch.
house for this oflence, and in case of repe-
tition, painted the miseries of beating hemp
in Bridewelt; ¢ an employment,” he conti-
nued, - well befitting such pests as you.”

As L wircred the last words, Mary dro
ped oei seless on the pavement, where th¥s’
lmaniare and religious member of a society,
whooe partial cdicts leave the rich unmo-
lested, but punish the poor with unjust and
aruel s verity, left her to recover, or die, as
Yrosidence rhould decree ; and, in all proba.
bility, the lamp of life would have been
extinguished for ever—for the cold had
chilled ber-blood, and. cirenlation preceeded
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slowly-~when she wag,«roused -from transi-
tory death by the exertions of a mdn dressed-
in the primitive and comely garb of :a
quaker. < Poor child!” he feelingly ex.:
clfimed, ¢ what can I do for thee?”

¢ Oh! take me to some habitation,” she".
answered, ¢ where I may breath out my
last sigh secure from insult and contumely.
Want and cold have nearly seized their vic-.
timj; but my soul revolts at leaving its*
earlhly habitation exposecd in the pubhc
streets.”

¢ Hast thou no home ?”

% None.”
. % Then come with me. Bear up until we
arrive in the next strect, and peace, and
comfort, and repose await thee,” A few
minutes brought them to the door of a large.
house, where admission at so late an hour
was with difficulty obtained, and would, pro-
bably, have been refused, had not. the
stranger - announced himself as ¢ Moses
Bentley.” - This gentleman was a leading:
man amongst the society of rriends, and a
beneficent subscriber to the: charity in which.
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he now sought refuge for a.poor object,
every way entitled, he hoped, to the relief
provided for female penitents.

Mary being placed before the fire of a
clean, comfortable kitchen, and such aliment
administered as the matron of the institution
thought most condusive to her recovery;
the worthy man took leave, with a promise
to return in the morning, and settle every
thing for the young creature’s final admis.
ston. But though relieved from the horrors
of want, and the danger of perishing by
cold, sleep refused to visit poor Mary., Her
thoughts were too much disturbed by the
unknown fate of Frederick to drop even for
a mon.ent into the peaceful calm of oblividd,
and, at an early hour in the morning, she
left her bed, determined to loiter about her
late habitation, as that presented the only
probable chance of a re-union with her hus-
band. . b

During byeakfast, which she took.in com-
papy with the matron, that geod woman
painjed the advantages and comforts 'of the
asylum gver which she presided;, and enu-
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mierated: to her astonished Liearer, thé num-
ber of ‘miserable victims, who, from the
grossest depravity<had beén reclaimed, and
were now examples: of virtue .and sobriety.
1 repeat - this, young woman,” she conti-
tinued, * to encourage you in the ways of
chastity. ' I think, from the modesty of your
appearance and deportment, that'a life of
infamy is not, nor ever was, your choicéJ
Perhaps some libertine' seduced you'under a
promise of marriage~~no uncommon: casé—
we have many such instances in thi§ houses
and now leaves you to bewail, too'ldte, yimh’
own credulity'and his falsehood.” Trust- me
w;th your-story, #nd depend upen- thy ad<
“yize and assistance in recovering the path of
inogence, from ‘which you have ‘unthpily
strayed.” , S .m PRI

»i When' Mary ‘recovered ﬁ*om the ! shfpnse’
this: discourse’ occasiondd, she felt thily'as’ if
a load had been removed from her mind%
and viewed 'het' calamities;' *heavy 'tﬁbu‘rrh
theyweré, us-dight in-the balance, corhpa'redi
to'what they might have been; had he¥ situs
ation jmdeed beet what ‘this respettabld! wé:
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man snpposeds: A smile of conscious inte--
grity beamed from her eye, and hes soul. in
thankfulness ascended to that beain:g. who,
amidst every other calamity, had kept her
feet from stumbling in the paths of vice. I
perceive, madam,” addressing the matron,
“the error into which my appearance has
led you; butthank God!it is an ¢rror. In-
famy and depravity are strangers to my mind
as pollution to my person ; and the onTy crime ;
"I can lay to the charge of myself, or my hus-
band, is poverty; poverty arising from no
imprudence of our own, but the villainy of
others. Last night, in the absence of my
protector, at a late hour of night, I wagt
turned out of my lodging without even ‘&%
bornet to screen me from the inclemency .ofy
thé weather, and should have perished a mise-
rable victim to cold and hunger, had not the
beneficent hand of charity raised me from
the carih, and brought me, doubtless under
the same error which deceived you, to this
place. Thankful for the relief I have receiv- -
cd, 1 onge more go to seek my -husbandy -
and if possible prevail upon: the hard-hearted-
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woman- to..restote my bonnet ard -shawl,
whereby my: appearance in the public streets
may be Jess open to observation. - You will
have the goodness to make my case known
to the worthy man who brought me hitheg, -
and likewise say, that I feel his humanity as
much as if I had deserved it to its utmeost
extent.

She now rose to depart; but the matron-
insisted upon accommcdating s her with a bon- .
net of her own, and a warm woollen cloak :
such as the Penitents usualiy wear. This
was - gladly acceded to; and with a heart
lightened of half its load, Mary found her-

before the door of her old lodging. A

Mid knock was answered by the woman of
the house, who, ta her enquiry after Frede-
rick, surlily replied ¢ he has never returned,
if he had I should have lodged him in prison ;
the only place for people who come into an
houest house without money to pay their,
way.” At the conclusion of this unfeeling
speech, she shut.the door with a force that
threw Mary, whose weakness made hebcapa-
ble-of .resistance, off the step; and on reco-
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vering her feet, she found-heg-arm - conside-
rably bruised, and: very painful....4, gentle-
man, who, had witnessed, the, transaction,
offered his assistance in raising hex.from the
ground, and requested he might have the
pleasure of seeing her safe home; but the.
latter, with tears in her eyes, refused, for.
no home, alas! was open to receive her. The
stranger was not to be discouraged, for two
very obvious reasons ; he saw she was young?
and he felt she was.pretty. Her cgress from
the female penitentiary first introduced her to
his notice; and not doubting that her former.
course of life had made that a desirable:
asylum, and that she was even now returned:
to the world after a salutary. probation ; h¢'
determined it should be.no fault of hisif.she
did not -qualify for a second admission.
With this view he kept -pace  with her un-
certain steps, and: at length asked in.- a -voice
of gentleness if she wanted a service ! “If s0,”" ,
he+added, * 1 think I have interest.gnough.to,
procuge you one.” - i guads it
‘Théidea was new, and the first mentign
of servitude coloured her cheeknwitheivhe
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fludh-of ' reséritmiesit! #:Monfentiry, however;,
was her anger, for to what better prospedt -
could she look forWard ? There was protec-
tion even in that, “and what had she not.suf-
fered from the want of it? Her only lawful
protector had now geen unaccountably absent
two days, and what might not have occurred
threatening to her happiness in that period ?
JTis trueghe gentleman was unknown, bue-
she had already safely trusted one stranger,
and the appearance of this was equally fax
vourable ; besides, if the present opportuni.
ty was lost, where could she again satisfy
the cravings of hunger, where find 2 pallet.
on which td rest her weary limbs after ano-
ther day of wandering? The matron had:
given her no encouragement to return; on:
the contrary, she had very candidly stated,
that, to misapprehension alone she was#iv/
debted for casual relief ; ‘and « that distress,
however severe, if accompanied with wirtue
and goodness, could méet withipo relief
from a charity solely devoted to>vicauand,
infamyy

“Maty and her companion leistrely~ pus-
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v

sued their way during this mental soliloquy ;

but as no answer had been returngd to his

proposal, in the most conciliating accents he

continued, “perhaps you fave some other

object in view; if s0,I beg your pardon for

interfering where 1 cang have no possible

right, except what arises from compassion.

The lady to whom [ proposed a recommen-

dation, possesses feelings towards her own
sex, of the most considerate and” friendly”
kind; pleasure and happiness are found be-

neath her roof; and at this moument she is

in want of a young person whose servitude

will be rendered easy and comfortable.”

- The unsophisticated mind of* Mary, ug+
used to deception, and. unsuspicious of the
arts practised in London to beguile the un-
wary, listened without reluctance to the
plan which promised support; and, as she
meant each returning day to visit the house
were Fredrick left her, and to leave her ade
dress, as gion as that could be ascertained;
without further hesitation acceded to the
strangé#’s proposal ; at the same time possi-
tively refusing, what he strenuously urged,
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a personal introduction. At length, finding
his intre%ies unavailing, he proposed to write
a note in the Tavern they were then passing,
and direating it o Mrs. Leesom, handed his
unsuspecting victim into a coach, giving the
driver private or“rs where to deliver his
fare. ' '

Mrs. Leesom did not rank amongst the
_very wolst of her fraternity—for [will not

<pay my sagacious readers so poor a compli-
ment as to suppose them unacquainted with
the description of house to which poor
Mary was consigned—on the contrary,she
was decent in her manners, and obliging in
Hor deportment ; and won the heart of our
novice cre she had been many hours under
her roof.

Several  youthful females formed part of
her establishment, who Mary understood
were boarders, and perfectly independent of
controul; whilst the employment allotted to
herself, merely to carry on appearances,.
was of the least laborious kind, and gpch as
she bad-frequently employed her@if in:
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whilst under “the protecting roof of a pa‘
rent. e

The day succeeding her arrival she wrote
a long, descriptive epistle to Frederigk, which
Mrs. Leesom undertook to send, on the plea
that Mary could not at that time be spared;
but the messenger, in her hearing, was or-
deted to be very particular in his enquiries
respecting the gentleman to.whom the letter,
was addfessed. The pretended return of
the Porter however brought no comfort to
the heart of Mary, except an assurance that
her letter was safely deposited, with a promise
that Mr. Leigh should have it the moment he
appedred.

At the end of a fortnight, dunng Wthh
time Mary was closely confined to the house,
though under pretences to which a servant
could *make no objection, a gentleman re-
quested to see her in Mrs. Leesom’s parlour.
Fully occupied with the image of Fredericky
she obeygghthe summons with alacrity ; but
disappointment and chagrin were never more
evident, than when she beheld, instead of
her:hushatif; the person who recommended
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her to her present abode, and whom Mrs.
Leesom introduded by the name of Clayton.
This g’fntleman beheld, with pleasing
surprlae, the zmprovement a few days had
made in 'the appearance of the before lovely
object of his qgsue. Coarse fare, and that
scantily provided, had paled the roses,on her
cheeks, and deadened the lustre of her eyes,
which now shone with a brilliance, unri-
valled cVen in her days of happiness.

Clayton took an advantage of Mrs. Lee-
som’s temporary absence to question Mary ;
from whom he learnt that she was as happy
as circumstances would permit ; and truly
grateful to him for procuring her so comfort-

able an asylum.

¢ Gratitude, my dear girl,” he replied, “is
pleasing from your lips, but may I not hope
to igspire a warmer sentiment» ™

* A warmer sentiment !”

“« Yes, Mary. If adoration on my p:}rt,
cannot create"love on your’s, I sh Gugse the
day. whl,c:hl gave so faacmatmg obj,qct to
my, yiew, Buj softness is the gharagter of

yowr cqmnignapeg, and T will natgespair:
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say, Mary, that T have nocause ; say only that
you will strive to return my passion, and
I will wait your own time be it ever so
remote.”

« No'time ean produce the sentiments you
appear to wish. Your ignorance of my si-
tuation has called forth an avowal, I am sure
you: will be sorry for, when that situation is
clearly understood. Know then, Sir,thatI am
a wife, and firmly, irrevocably attached to
the man whose naine 1 bear. Misfortunes
have caused a temporary separation, but
could I but think it otherwise than transient,
I woyld. with pleasure return to the wretch-
edness from which you rescued me; since
by that means death would soon put a period
to my sorrows.” -

Mary knew little of Clayton when she
supposed her being a wife would prevent his
farther solicitations. The intelligence was -
not even new to him; for in copjunction
with Mrs. Leesom, he had read the letter,

“intended for her husband, and by that means-
penetrated pretty deeply into the history of
this unfortunate couple. Clayton was, beside
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beingan avowed libertine in respect to females
in general, a fearless follower of married
women ; and in his eye, though Mary had
appeared gt first sight pleasing, her attractions
now he knew she was a wifc, were irresisti-
ble ; and to bring her to his own terms, the
decided and conclusive determinatiorof his
soul. T'o effect this no place could have
been better adapted; for though the head
of the establishment was nct 2 woman who
could, or would sanction force, any thing
short of that, she deemed neither unfair nor
dishonourable.

Clayton concluded his interview without
alarming the delicacy of Mary beyond what
his first declaration naturally caused, or giv-
ing her the slightest reason to suspect the
purity of the people with whom she -was
domesticated. And during several succeed-
ing visits, between which he suffered a week,
sométimes a fortnight to elapse, he confined
himself to professions of friendshjgy and a
few useful articles of dress; and as these
came through the hands of Mrs. Leesom,
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they were received as marks of that Lady’s
approbation, and appreciated accordingly.

One day, Mary being more than ever un-
happy on her husband’s account, determined
that nothing should prevent her going in per-
son to their old lodging, since no satisfaction
couldgpe obtained through the medium she
had several timcs employed. But Mrs. Lee-
som, with more than her usual kindness,
painted the dangers young women werg
subject to in perambulating the streets of
London without a protector, in such glow-
ing colours, that Mary sighed at the impro-
priety of carrying her plan into eflect. < If,
indeed,” she continued “you would accept of
Mr, Clayton for your escort, no danger
could assail you; but that I know, and I
commend you for it, your delicacysyill re-
fuse. In two or three_days Ishall have a
call into that neighbourhood myself, the
same coach shall convey us, and in my
compangyou can have no objection to Clay-"
ton dzrtging a third seat.” '

Once more foiledin her wishes, she deter-
mined to wait patiently the appointed time,
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but on no account to make a party with
Clayton, whose admiration, though not ex-
pressed in words, was too visible to be over-
looked. At the conclusion of this con-
ference, Mary went about her usual business,
the most labourious part of which wag con-
fined to Mrs. Leesom's bed-room aftd ‘an
adjoining dressing closet which Had two ap-
proaches, onc from the sleeping ' apartment,
the other from the stairs. -

As ske was putting the room in order,
she hieard some persens enter the closet, and
likewise open the door of communication ;
but secing no one, for she was at that” mo-
ment accidentaily shaded by the curtain, the
door was again closed, though not Tatched ;
and Mary, without knowing, or indeed care-
ing who they might be, pursued her allotted
employment, until avoice, which she knew
to be Clayton’s, in rather a loud key, pro-
nounced her name.

'This roused a very natural curiosity, and
drawing nearer, she overheard a conversation
which convinced ler of the disrcputatle
character of the Louse, and her own imme-

VOL. 1L M
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diate danger from the libertine Clayten.
Her just idea was to face the guilty couple,
and upbraid them with her meditated ruin;
but this was the thought of a moment, and
yielded to her natural timidity of character,
which whispered, that stealing out of he

house would be the quictest and least objec-
tionable mode of proceeding; and as she
had already gained sufficient information,
and knew that the principal persons concern-
ed in her detention were too much engaged
to observe her movements, she crept with
noiseless steps out of the apartment, and rush-
ing down stairs gained the street door with-
out molestation. But here a strong lock
opposed her passage, which no strength she
possessed could force, and the key had been
cautiously removed. Alarmed at a%oceed-
ing so.hostile and unexpected, for a moment
all presence of mind forsook her ; but distant
voices proclaiming the approach of the enemy,
brought the door leading to the area to hef
recollection. Hastily descending the stairs
sb&rushed through the kitchen, where no
one opposed her passage, and opening the
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outward door, was gliding through it; when
the cook, a stout, masculine woman, laid
her brawney hand upon the shoulder of the
trembling Mary, and in a stentorian voice
exclaimed ¢‘whither so fast, my pretty one ?
I am sure you have nobodys leave for depart-
ing in this private manner, and without it
your escape is as much as my place is worth ;
therefore return, my little runaway,and know
when you are well off.”

Thus forced to re-enter the detested house,
Mary threw herself upon one of the kitchen
chairs, when an agony of tears relieved her
almost bursting heart. During this period
of distress, one of Mrs. Leesom’s young wo--
men came with a message to the cook, and

with feeling enquired into the nature of
Mary’s affliction ?  This she thought it im-
prudcnt to divulge before her muscular ene-
y, whose gripe she had no wish to encoun-
ter a second time ; but pointing to the stairs,
Julia, by which name she was known in the
house; took the hand of the still sobbing
Mary, and in her own apartment learnt the
full extent of her fearful apprehensions.®

M 2



244 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

There Julia endeavoured to lessen her fears
by an assurance of aiding her escape the first
mornent a favorable opportunity occurred,
provided an appeal to Mrs. Leesom should
prove unavailing, which she strongly advised
het to put in immediate practice. This Mary
did the moment she was assured of Clayton’s
departure; but, to her utter astonishment,
the unprincipled woman made out a demand
for board, lodging, and clothes, of which she
threatened to enforce the payment, unle:s
Mary quictly submitted to the rules and or-
ders of her house, and in particular treated
Mr. Clayton with that kindness his exclusive
preference demanded.

Argument is vain, where reason and justice
are sct at defiance, and the interest uf those
we fancy ourselves beholden to, pat,;amounr
to every consideraticn of benevolence and
humanity. Clayton had for several ycars
been a strenuous supporter of Mrs. Leesom’s
house, and, without reflecting that sclf grati-‘
fication was the main spring of his actions,
and not any individual attachment to her or
her interést, she seemed to think no sacri-
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fice of religion or morality too great, if by
any means she could gratify his vanity, or
administer to his passions.

Mary retired from the conference to her
own apartment ; where, exchanging her pre-
sent dress for the rusty black in which she
entered the house, and making all the pre-
tended presents of Mrs, Leesom into a bun-
dle, she waited the coming of Julia, who had
promised to sce her the first opportunity.
But the evening passed away without the ex-
pected visit, Midnight arrived, and throw-
ing herself on the bed, sleep for a short time
Laried Ler senses in forgetfulness. At length,
a gentle voice, and the touch of a soft hand
aroused her, and starting up, she beheld Julia.
“ New, my poor girl,” she scfily uttered,
¢ now;js the time for your escape. I have
stolen the key from the cook-—who, in a
statc of inebricty, has fallen asleep in her
chair—take advantage of it; day will soon
appeur, and into whatever hands you may
hereifter fall, thank Providence that you
leave this house as pure as you entered it,”

Mary was instantly ready ; and, wrapping
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herself in the cloak bestowed by the bene-
volent matron of the female penitentiary,
followed Julia into the kitchen ; ; where, fal-
len on the floor, lay the prostrate cook.
The door yielded without a difficulty, and
she was turning to thank her preserver,
when Julia took a folded paper from her bo-
-som, and in the softest accents said, * read
this as soon as day-light renders it legible;
and losc no time in thanking one, who,
though lost herself, is happy to have pre-
served you from a similar fate. TFarewell!
Heaven preserve you in the paths of purity,
and in your orisons forget not the wretthed
Jalia” '

Without giving Mary time to reply, she
glided into the house, and the turn of the
key gave the forlorn wanderer a présenti-
ment that she had seen her dcliverer for the
Jast time.

Behold Mary once more at liberty ; but
remembering what she had beforc suffered
in the public street, it was several minutes
before she had courage to ascend the area
steps. At length with trembling limbs, and ’
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palpitating heart, she reached the top, and
looking up the street, and down the street,
saw one vast void unintérrupted by a single
*being ; a death-like silence rengned, and ex-
cept the glimmer of expiring lamps, not a
symbol betokened the aflinity of existing
matter. As she stood pondering on the pro-
priety of turning to the right or the left; a
human voice came on the stillness of the
night, though the speaker was invisible.
Bat suddenly, emerging fromn a strect about
a dozen yards to the right, and making to-
wards the placs where she still lingered, two
men gppeared ; one bearing a lauthorn, and
apparently supporting the faultering steps of
the other. To remain where she was was
to court insult, and to walk away, since it
mustele in the same direction they were tak-
ing, conveyed little prospect of safety ; but
the area, still promised temporary protec-
tion, and thither again she softly descended.
Ere she reached the bottom, however, she
heard the well-known voice of Clayton, so
near that she almost lost her footing from
- the fright, exclaim, ¢ this is the house, my
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fine ‘fellow ; give mother Leesom a gocd
tantararara, and then wvanish.” The watch-
man obeyed, and as he left the door called
past six o’cleck. -

As Mary stood more dead than alive, wait-
ing the result of this untimely summons, a
voicefromthe kitchen calledout “Cook! why
cook,Isay! There’s a knock at the door
loud enough to awaken the dead ; stir ye—
stir ye, woman.” But the cook returned no
answer that was intelligible, and Mary could
plainly hear the ascending footsteps of the
person who had vainly endeavoured to dis-

.U her slumbers.  Mcanwhile the kyock-
ing was repeated with additional force, and
thistiuie with effect ; but the door had no
sooner closed upon her enemy, than with a
swiftiiess she scarcely thought hersclf capa-
ble of, Mary ran up the steps, and no longer
deliberating upon right or wrong, pursued
her way with as much celerity as the dark-
ness would permit.

Day just broke when our poor fugitive
reached Westminster bridge, but it was yet
too dark to.read her note; and having

<
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rcached the extremity, she reflected thata
further pursuit of ‘the same tract was leading
her firom London, consequently, from all
hopes of meeting her Frederick:. She there-
féte turned back, and stoppmg ‘upon the
centre arch, again drew the note from her
pocket. Examining the direction she found,
written in a neat hand “To Mary ;” and con-
vinced by this that the inside was likewise
legible, although yet scarcely light, she tore
the seal, when a sudden gust of wind car-
ried something that was inclosed over the
battlements ; but not immediately foreseeing
the extent of her misfortune, she turnedto.
the envelope, and the single line it contained
convinced her that the inclosure thus rudely
tora from her, was indeed Bank paper, and
thouglt to the smallest amount, twenty shil-
lings was wealth to one who lacked both food
and shelzer.

Leaning over the fatal battlement, her eye
unconsciously resting on the flood beneath, as
if seeking a recoverable treasure, she was
disturbed in. her meditations by a bricklayer
passing to his work. Stopping a moment to.

M 3
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gaze on ker, who could almost have arraigned
the decrees of providence, and thought her-
self deserted both by God and man, he blunt-
ly asked ‘“what brought her to the bridge
at that hour ?”

 What, indeed !"* she replied, ¢ It was a
fatal hour to me. In any other place it might
have been recoverable, but the stream has
carried it far away, and Ishall never see it
more.”

“ Poor thing! But how came it in the
stream? 1 am afraid you are no better than
you should be, and this palaver is perhaps only
meant to hide your guilt.”

“ Guilt! Oh no! I am unfortunate but
not gmlty' I am poor, but indeed I am in-
nocent.”

“ How came your child in the river then?”’

“ Child! I have no child—I never had
any.”

¢ Did not you say thestream had washed
it far away, and that you should never see
it more 2”

¢« [ did.. Butthe object I referred to was
a paper—a bank note ; which, having blown
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over the battlement, has left me a pennyless,
houseless wanderer.”

The honest bricklayer brushed away a
tear, and, drawing something from his
pocket, replied, « if [ were a rich man I
would make it up to you, but if a shilling
from a poor man will serve you, in God’s
name take it.”” Then pressing the hand into
which he deposited the silver, and wiping
bis eyes with the corner of his neck hand-
kerchicf, he left poor Mary so much affected
at his liberality;’that words refused to obey
the impulse of her feelings, and tears were
all the return she could make.

Mary, who losing twenty shillings thought
herself abandoned by Providence, néw pos-
sessing one, confessed the goodness of the
Deity, and called down blessings on.the wor-
thy mechanic; who, out of his ligtle, had
given much, and enabled her to Iook‘g}n'the
coming day without dread of perishing for-
want.

It was by this time broad day, and her first
care was to find out their late lodging; but
this was a work of more difficulty than she
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imagined. The name of the street she knew,
but whether it was situated in the East, or
the West, or to what parish it belonged, she
was totally ignorant; and after rambling
about the greater part of the day, according
to different directions, without finding the
desired place ; harassed in mind, and fa-
tigued in body, the coming darkness pre-
sented adreary prospect of houseless misery.
Two pennyworth of bread had sufficed dur-
ing the diy, but where were her aching
limbs to repose at night. Hefinances would
not allow of a decent bed, and her feelings
revolted a. the idea of herding with people,
who she had been told could procuie share
of a poor one, for a few halfpence; neither
did she know where to see® for such a place.
To parade the stieets till morning was not to
be thought of without agony, remembering
to what insults she was liable, even would
her strergth have secondcd such a resolu-

tion ; bat that was <o far rebellious that it
loudly called for rest and repose ; and that
moment a chandler’s shop with lodgings on
the window claimed her attenfion. Fecbly
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she ‘entered, and in a faint volce enquir¢d’
the price of a bed for the night " -

« Who will recommend you ?’ askeda
sour-visaged woman behind the counter,

« Alas! Ikfow no one in this part of the
town, but I will honestly pay for my accom-
modation.” :
. “So you say. But to make all sure, lay
down a shilling,and turn in.” ¢ Ten-pence
is all I have got, and if I pay that for a Jodg-
ing, I shall want food to-morrow.”

“ Here's a preﬁy go! And do I pay scot
and lot to take in trampers who have not a
shilling in their pockets ? ’Tis well my hus-
band is not at home, Miss, he’d send ’yo‘ﬁ to”
Bridewell, you huzzy, and the fittest'place
for you o’ my consﬁe ce.”

Mary stayed to hear no more ;, she had on
a ‘former -occasion been threatenedly. with

a'Brml@ivvell and, ignorant of the Police. laws,
doubfed not but such a measure was pr;cn-
cable.  Feebly creeping along she made: yp
her miind to rest on the first friendly step
whlch offereds—for ta subject herself. to fresh
insult by repeating her inquiry | for aJodging
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was not to beendured—when a cry of “stop
thief,” was heard behind her, and a man
rushing past, owing to the narrowness .of
the pavement, pushed hér down; and her
head coming in contact with a stone vessel
filled with vegetables, bled profusely, and
reduced her toa state of insensibility.

-The poor little shop, of which this mugs
and its contents formed a part, didnot con-
tain merchandise to the amount ‘of five shil.
lings ; yet was this the whole stock in trade
of ag worthy a little womah as ever God
put breath into. The sight of a young and
lovely creature thus violently thrown upon
her notice, excited feelings of sympathy
and compassion ; and hg¥ipg, with the assis-
tance of some gaping *§@standers, whom
curiosity had drawn to the threshold, raised
the insensible form of Mary, and placed it
oi a bench by the fire; she dismissed the
crowd, and closed her door ; then applymg‘
soft linen to the wound,: a.:jd’ hamhorn to the
nestrils of her patient, succeeded in stanch-
ing the blood, and restoring animation.

When Mary’s senses fully returned, she



FANNY FITZ-YORK. 258

looked round the puny, crowded dwelling,
but without recollection of ‘any- circum-
stance .that could have made her its inmate.
The cry of .* stop thief,” she perfectly re-
membered ; and likewise a rude push from
some ungentle being ; but the habjtation and
its benevolent owner were alike strangers.
#¢ Where am I?” she feebly uttered, * and
who. are you that seem to take an interest ‘in.
my fate? What has befallen me, and where-
fore this blood ? ?” -

« Compose yourself my poor child, and
all will be well. A fall brought you headlong
into my little shop, attended with a trifling
scratch, but a few hours rest, and -some of
my neighbour’s plaster, which I am never
without, will soon" feal it. Mean time, as
you seem perfectly recovered and it grows
late, if your home be any where in the
nelghbourhood or even at some trifling dis.
tance, I will support you to it, and explain to
your £ friends the came.of your appearance. »

. Fhe mentioti Of frieiids drew a- sigh from
the bosom of Mary; and raising hehclasped,"
hands she cried, "« Oh! turn me. not.outd-T
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have no friends to receive me-=-no habita-
tion to shelter me—no food to support me.”
Then recollecting her little stock, she drew
it from her pocket, and spreading it before
the astonished retailer, continued, “Oh
take it—take it all, so that I may avoid the
cruel elements, and still more cruel taunts
of my own species, and under this humble,
and protecting roof find safety,, You know
not—may you never know the lndlgmtles—
the dangers of a situation you can avert, by
giving me shelter only till the break of day.”
“Shelter ! poor child! Can my humble
roof indeed shelter one, who speaks as thou
dost? Beit so. Iwill not enquire what
unfortunate chance redjiéed thee to thy pre-
sent distress, but preparé, @y bed, and lead
thee to the repose thou neédest. But before
I go, here is.a little warm milk,.steep some
bread-in it, ’twill do thee good.” .
Mary followed her advice, and found the
aliment warm and nourishing ; then retiring
toa hpmely, but clean: bed shejay reﬂectmg
on the vicissitudgs which had reduced her to
accept charity from the bmklayer, and the:
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vender of greens:The desértion of her kus-
band too, at a moment so pregnant with dan-
ger, could be accounted for on no principle-
that didnot bring agony to her distracted
mind ; until the lucky thought occurred,”«'
that probably her letter had bee? intercepts.
ed, and her frequent messages undelivered,
& The more she thought of this, the ‘learer
cvidence it cagried, till at length doubt was
reduced to certainty ; and the difficulties of
the preceding day vanished, by recollecting,
that the street she was anxious to find, ad-
joined that where the female penitentiary was
situated, and so public a charity could not .be
otherwise than well knpwn. _

This train of thigi¥hg kept her awake the
whole night; andfss¥soon as day peeped
through the small‘;asement, she arose, and
was received by her friendly hostess with no

*ibatertient, but rather added civility ; from
the cértainty that however poor and friend-
less she now m;gl‘kl‘i J%e, her former life had:
been ong. of Mrhaps aﬂiuence ; and
that impur 1ty 'was, ot amongst her’ Hatlts,
otherwise she -wapld: have folt no dread” of
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being turned adrift at those hours, which
the unfortunate choose for their nocturnal
adventures.

After breakfast, Mary made known her
wish to find Street, and describing
its vicinity to the penitentiary asylum, re-
ceived every instruction, and likewise an in-
vitation to réturn provided those she sought
were either unable or unwiliing to protect
her. Grateful for such considerate kindness,
Mary promised to see her again whether the
event of her walk was attended with success
or disappointment. “To you my good
friend,” she continued, “I owe much, and
themoment, if ever that arrive, in which.I
am enabled to shew my:,  gratitude,, will -be
the happiest event of myslife.” Having re-
turned the change to her pocket, any part
of which Mrs. Carter refused to retain,
Mary, with renovated spirits, arising from "
the idea of not being as heretofore friendlesse
but that one roof at last was willing te;%hel—
ter her,,, pursued her way; and though' it
was long-and tedious, from frequently mak-
ing a circuit, when a more clear knowledge




FANNY FITZ-YORK, 259

of the strecets would have led her at right
angles ; yet the house once in view she for-
got her fatigue, and giving a cheerful knock,
where the last attempt was made with fear
and trembling, the bold, unfeeling woman
made her appearance; and with more than
her accustomed acerbity, denied all know-
ledge of the letter or messenger. A
strange man,” she added, “ has been enquir-
ing after you, though your pretended hus-
band seems to care little about you ; he
comes not, nor ever will I'll be bound ;—he
knows better than to shew his face where he
owes money ; and as to the letter you talk
of leaving, it will be ‘of no use, for I shall
trouble myself no e with you, or your
paltry concerns ; qt?rt it be my good for.
tune to catch your gallant, and in that case
_to Quod he goes.”

Before Mary had time to enquire about
the strange man, who she little doubted was
the detested Clayton, the door was again
thrown to, but she had suffered too severely
by one essay, to come within the chance of a
second. And purthasing a roll, with which
she beguiled the way, arrived safe at Mrs,
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Carter’s little dwelling, and more than ever
appreciated that kindness, which provoked a
comparison between the humble tenant of a
shed, and the mistress of a house goodly in
appearance, but whose owner possessed a
soul that might have been comprised in a
nut shell.

After sitting a few minutes, during which, .
Mrs. Carter bustled amongst her tea cups,
Mary compla'ned of a pain in her head, and
a shivering sensation in her limbs: This
aroused the good woman’s attention; and
when she perceived the hectic flush on her
cheek, she bitterly blamed her own negli-
gence in suffering her guest to face the cold,
after the over night’s accident. ‘ Bift fear
not, my child,” added shie ; * a cup, of hot
tea,and’a good night’s rest, for the last you
know was but a wakeftl one, will put every
thing to rights ; or, if it should not, I bave a
néighbour, a distant relation indeed, who
always prescribes for me, and I am sure‘will,
“do the same for any one under my roof.
Shall I gall him now ?” .

“ Not this evening ; I feel heavy and will
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try to court sleep. The drowzy fit has not
beé¢n upon me, except for a few mmutes, dur-
ing the last two nights, and [ hail its return
as the harbinger of restored health.”

But Mary was again disappointed, no te.
freshing slumbers marked the present night,
but restless and disturbed, she counted the
“hourly strokes from an adjoining steeple, and
heard every call of the scarcely intelligible
watchman. A feverish thirst too shrivelled
her parched lips, and when Mrs. Carter paid
her maternal visit, the poor sufferer appeared
with a face of scarlet, and eyes almost burst-
ing from their sockets. Now indeed it was
time {0 try her nelghbour s skill, and without
further procrastinatjon he was summoned to
the bed side. ¢ Very bad indeed, m’y gbod wo-
man,” sgxd the Doctor as his fingér rested on
, her pulse; “ beats at the rate of a hundred
and twenty —When wasshe taken, and  what
h#s she taken ?”  Mrs. Carter answered him
as well as she was able, and amongst dther
information pointed out the wound 4bove
her temple; that however wasin a healmg
state, and he attributed her dxsonder, from



762 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

what he could gather, t¢ uneasiness of
mind, fatigue, and watchfulness. Every
thing was ordered that gave a prospect of
relief, but till the diserder arrived at a crisis,
nothing could be ascertained ; * youth, and
a naturally good constitution,” he observed,
“ were in her favor, and those were advan-
tages of material importance.”

Before night a delirium of thc most un-
governable nature took firm possession of her
mind, and force was requisite to keep her in
bed. Ier husband, her beloved Frederick,
she declared wasdying, and she must receive
his last breath; ‘“and who so proper,” she
procceded ¢‘as myself ? iy father gave me
to him on his death-bed—left me asa legacy
in his will~and no force on earth has power
to keep me from him.—Clayton and Mrs.
Leesom deceived me—they raised the wind
that deprived me of Julia's note, but the poor
bricklayer gave me a substitute, and nowel
laugh at their malice.”—In such discourse,
but all tending to one point, namely, her
sufferings, ‘and Frederick’s absence, passed
nearly the following week; at the end of



FANNY FITZ-YORK. 263

that period her fever was partly reduced, but
left the poor victim so weak and languid, that
life could scarcely be said to survive; and se-
veral weeks elapsed ere comfortable nourish-
ment and good nursing restored her, even to
that small degree of strength she possessed
previous to her confinement. _
During this period Mrs. Carter had neg-
lected her little shop, fo¥ Mary cliimed all
her attention; and having a small sum of
money before hand, she cheerfully procured
those strengthening comforts, without wh;ch
her .dear child, as she f&dly called - Fer,
‘would inevitably have sunk into a decline;
but under whose revxvmg influence :she
gained daily some portion of strength. 'She
had just returned: from her first short airing,
when two rude fellows burst into the: hiose,
and laid an execution on the goods for rent
due the preceding day. ’
#Mrs. Carter would have argued agamst
thé‘cruelty and injustice of thig:proceeding,
but was interrupted by one of ‘$he men ob-
serving, * Come, come, mother- Carter, as
you have retired from business, you surely
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cannot be a’!: a'loss for five gpounds; and if
you are, your fifie ladylodgér must post the
coal; you have:been very good to her, I
understand, and new.it is her turn to be
good to you, one turn deserves another, and
pay both your debt and her own.”

This attack set Mary’s povertyiand obli-
gations in terrible “array before her. The
dreadful tryth tH#8 Mrs. Carter had been
supporting her’ with the moeney reserved for
her rent, flashed with terrifying conviction
upon her mind, and her utter incapability of
rendering the snfillest return, either now or,
she feared, hercgfter, threw hLer into an
agony of selfupbraiding, -and Mrs. Carter
forgot her own misfortunes, in endeavour-
ififfo.s06H the sorfows of her lodger. But
this scené of mutual tenderness and. feeling
was lost upon the bailiff; the rent he must
have, and nothing but the goods would be
an equivalent. “ Stay one moment,” sabd
the mortified owner of the cabin, ¢ and I'I*
fetch my friend, the Doctor; he has not a
heart callous to distress, though you have.”
And away she ran in search of the worthy
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apothecary ; but disappointment was visible
in her countenance when, retyrning, she in-
formed Mary he was out of town. ¢ Then,”
replied the bailiff, “ we must hegin.a rum-
mage. Come, Ned, lend a helping hand
with these chairs into the cart; odso! here’s
@ decent cloak, carry that-hgme for my

& * wife, and may-be, we shall ﬁ% apother for
your’s.”

“ That cloak,” cried Mls. Carter, snatch-
mg it out of his hand, * belongs to this
)oung lady; and touch it at your peril.”

“ Peril, or no peril,” replied the brute,
« I'll have it.”

“ Dispute it not, my dear Mrs, Carter,”
said Mary, « if that trifle can vepay the
smallest part of my oblrgatxons tQ m I shall
be happy, and the man only jokes When he
talks of appropriating it to his own use.
Besides, a thought strikes me; if you,
frignd, will only wait until to-morrow morn-
mg——and you can have no interest in dis-
tressing this worthy woman, pmmded you
get the rent—I will make youa present of
that cloak for ycur lenity.”

VOL. IL N .
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% Spdke like an emperqy, by Jove! As
syou say, Miss, Iwpskild s soon ‘get the money
by fair -mean:'mwﬂ,'gnd twenty<four hours
can make no .great «difference; so .come
:along, Ned, and carry the cloak, you dog.”

The house was no sooner wvacated than
Mary opened: her plan of operation. ¢ What,
my dearfrighd -apd.amother, I could never
Lask immedﬁ;'t‘élﬁ}f‘hr‘-smyself, I hesitate not,
circumstanced #s we are, to implore in your
name. Moses Bentley, the most benevolent
of men—a Quaker by profession—expends
his large property in doing good. He once
intended me a service ; but for reasons you
shall sometime learn—reasons which tell not
to my disadvantage—~1I declined his kindness,
and theréfore have a claim, which, when he
hears your story, I am sure he will not dis-
pute. It is true I know not his residence;
but I am well acquainted with the. means
through which it may be traced ; and as my
road lies past the door of our former lodg-
ing. I will once mcre subject myself to im-
pertinence, for something—I ‘know not
what—tells me I yet shall see my Frederick.
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Besides, should every.way. unsucgessful,
which God forbidr! -we ', have. ‘gaitied time ;.
your friendly apothecary will. : probably be’
home to-night, and -he is. a-stay on which
you may rest your hopes, should every other
fail. Come—look cheerful-—the .day is be-
_fore me—the sun shines with gemal warmth:
" —and by the time your aftefnger i
ready I hope to return the Hirbibj
tidings.” LI

Mrs. Carter’s mind had been 50 agltated.
by the morning’s event, that she forgot
Mary’s recent illness and present imbecility 3
otherwise, it is probable she would either
have given a decided negative-taithe plan
entirely, or at least have accompanied her isf
the execution of it. Instead of: this; Miry
had been.gone a considerable- time: before
she even missed her; then her weakness and.
incapacity for so long a walk occurred with
aggravated force, and, * what will becotnie .
of her” issued involuntarily from her lips. .
The die was, however, cast, and in- wamng
the result, ithe anxious woman forgat her
dinner-hour, and prepared her kettle mq .

N 2 '
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crockery with more of hope than expecta-
tion, that her interesting: lodger would ever
again - join her-socjable board. Five o’clock
struck—the sixth hour arrived—but with-
out bringing Mary. The night was dark
and cold for the month of May—a drizzling
rain likewise began to fall, and Mary was
unprepared to encounter it. Every gentle
step that passed the window she fancied .was
her’s; and more than once ran ta. the door,
in the almost ceptainty of finding her pro-
fegée. But time brought. only disappoint-
ment ; and she was finishing the last cup of
her solitary meal, when a smart knock upon
the door made her start. A moment’s re-
fection, however, convinced her it could not
be Mary !—No! Mary would have opened
the door; and if not able, a single modest »
‘rap would have sufficed ; but this was rude
and boisterous—the run-away alarm of, some
unlucky boy. As she settled this.in her
own mind, and prepared to wash her wa-
cups, the. knocking was repeated; when,
. opening the door, a gentleman appeared,
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and asking if hey- nathe was Catter, walked
in and closed the entrance. '

The smile of good-nature and ‘affability
played upon the stranger’s cotntendnce, and
seeing the tea-equipage, he requested, if not
too much trouble, to be favoured with a
cup.

“ Alack, Sir!” replied the Paine, « your
honour is not used to drink suth poor tea as
my humble board #ords.”

“ But my wife is; and wher¢ she has
been treated with the kindness of a daughter,
and the hospitality of a friend, her grateful
husband trusts he may be indulged with
one cup.”

“ Oh, Sir! trifle not with myg*feelings—-
say quickly—is it Mary of whom yob are
speaking ?” ,

“1It is, good mother !|—your own Mary !
—your’s by kindness and adoption !~=your’s
by sympathy and benevolence!—She could
not return herself this evening ; but deputed
me her substitute, to drive away the fiends
who haunted you this morning, and to as-
sure you of her duty and affection.”
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¢ Where found you the poor child ?—Par-
don my tears—where found you Mary *’

“aVhen she left you this morning full of
the benevolent design of seeking relief from
Moses Bentley, her spirits buoyant beyond
her stréngth, carried her along at a quicker
jae than her debilitated frame would up-
hold, until, exhausted with fatigue, and pale
{rom exertion, I found her, nearly fainting,
at 1 y bencfactor’s doof in Lombard-street.
At the first view I concluded her weakness
to proceed from want, knowing in what a
state I leit her, and unable to trace her be-
yond our wretched garret; but when she
recovered, and entered into the detail of
your pitying hindness, and the consequences
which fullowed, at the same time assuring
me, that no sleep would visit your pillow
this‘ night, if left in ignorance of her fate,
1 slipped out, after seeing my Mary comfort-
ible in bed; and hope the intelligence 1
bring, and the note I, by my wife’s ord®r,
give to her mother, will act as an opiate, and
procure_, yoit liweet and comfortable repose.
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Good' night! Jo-morraw your daughter
will take her dinheg with you as usual.” .

“ And will not yeu, Sir,. honour me

too?” ' .

« My company, my good dame, would
only be an interruption to the confidential
communication she meaps to make ; butin
the evening I shall fetch heér homes, mean
time, farewell! and God bless you ™ .-

- Vivacity was the natural temper of Fre-
derick’s ‘mind, though he has hitherto ap!
peared of a sombre cast, and certainly not
without reason. Misfortune and griping
poverty are not subjects of merriment—dis-
honour, and a loved, lost wife, are not ob-
jects on which we can dwell with pleasure—-
but three of these enemies to happigiess
were now done away, and the fourth was
fading gradually from bis mind.

It is true a fifth cause of grief might be
traced, namely, the depravity of his mother;
but Frederick was not ‘one of those who
reverence a parent, merely. because she bears
the name. He wanted something: more
substantial on which to build affection. Zhat
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Mr, Litchfield hadmhbemlly.supphed and in
his grave ‘reposed all tha filial piety Hannah
Leigh’s son was capable of. He had beheld,
without those sensations which some authors
say are inherent in the human breast, and
draw us involuntarily towards the author of
our being—the woman who gave him
birth ;- but without any other emotjon than
what -pity for female depravity necessarily
creatés, and that desire which springs in the
breast of every: man to draw erring crea-
tures from. the paths of vice; beyond this,
Mrs. Mellor—or Stokes—for by that name
‘he now knew her, interested not her son;
for. virtue chims no kindred with vice—
morality and religion hold*no voluntary in.
tercoyrse with sin and profanenegs.

‘Hid Mrs. Stokes been poor, Frederick
would, from a ngld sense of duty, have
shielded her to the best of hlS ability from
the snares of future temptation; but hearmg
she was splendidly married, he' could o.nly
pity her husband, and endeavour to forget
that such a being as herself existed:
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CHAP. VIIL

A SEPARATION—A FAMILY PARTY—AND
MUCH UNEASINESS RESULTING FROM
FALSEHOOD.,

PARTIES were now beginning to torm
for the summer; for people in high life do
not adjourn to their country seats to enjoy
the pleasures of retirement after the fatigues
of a dissipated winter; but collect a group,
the more heterogeneous the better, since
amusement is the great aim of these time-
killers ; and whether that comes in the form
of sensc and reason, or in the more common
garb of the ridiculous, the frivolous, or the
affected, it is welcomed 2§ 2 mean to destroy
the tedivm of long days; the odiousness of
green fields and sun-beams, and the never
enough to be abhorred visits of the Squire—
the Rector—the Doctor——and their dowdy,
notable, and simpering wives.

The Duchess of Newland’s party for open.

N3



274 FANNY FITZ-YORK.

ing the summer o?ﬁtpuign,# consisted of her
own immediate family, including Leslie Tal-
bot, and Philippa Heathcote, the niece of her
Grace; the Countess of MilfordyMrs. Blpom-
field, Miss Auburn, Sir Laurence Lounge,
Captain Cogbett, and the Rev. Mr. Lillyman,
the clerical"Adonis mentioned in the city
ball. Lady Ann and Fanny had received a
pressing invitation; likewise Lord Moseley
and Lady Maria; but Lady Ann dedined
the party as being too gay, and Fanny, on

. the score of duty and filial tenderness. Lord

. Moseley assigned no particular reason for his

-refusdl, and his sister’s presence could not be
dispensed with at Castle Priory.

In less than a week after the birth-day, the
Afashionables  above-named, gxcept Mrs.
Bloomfield, who promised to follow in a day
or twp, left town.for Newland Abbey;'a
fine gothic-mansion, situated in the county
-of ‘Oxford, and within ten miles of its famed
sniversity. On the.same day Mr. O*Brian
also- departed - for Ireland, intending so to
settle his affairs in that kingdom, -that he
-might fix-his future residence.in the.vicinity
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of his newly.found relatives. But four days
only elapsed after. his departure ere Lady
Ann received the following letter in a
stratige h4nd; and bearing the Chester post-
mark.

Chestér, June- 142, 1812, -

Mapawm,

I am requested by Mr. O'Brian,
whio now lies dangerously ill at the Feathers
Inn, to inform your Ladyship that the Mail
coach overturned within a mile of this city,
whereby his left arm was broke and his body
otherwise much contused. We have care-
fully set the limb, but his feverish symptoms,
unless timely subdued, leave #s more to
fear than hppe. He begs me to say that if
your Ladyship wounld condescend to visit a
sick man you would do him more good than
all the faculty in Chester. This, between
ourselves, I beg leave to deny ; for broken
arms are not sct by friendship, nor fevers
cured by the mere ties of propinquity.
Nevertheless, I think your Ladyship’s pre.
sence might aid our skill; particularly if a
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young lady whom M#. O‘Brian: designates
Fanny, were to be of the travelling party;
but that he bids me say is a.-point on
which your Ladyship must be sole }udg!q;

I remam, Madam,
with high respect,
Your Ladyship's obedient and
very humble Servanr,

SiLvesTER BrooMjEar
Surgeon.

“Lady Ann called to her aid the advice of
Mr. Strictland respecting the Surgeon’s letter.
5 You see, my good friend,” she observed,

“:how incohsistently Mr. Broomhead writes.
First he alarms me by the immediate danger
of his patient, and in the.same breath jokes
about ,broken arms and fevers, as' though
they were matters of no importance. What
#m.1 to think "

+-“That Silvester Broomhead is a humour:
ist; and probably introduces his witty.sallies
into thesxery chamber  of death. . B:think
pleasantry in.a doctor has its use as.well as
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physic; and IwouWno‘Fmore i?itroduce a
moroseooking, saturnine-visaged practitioner
into a sick room, particularly where the
patient was fanciful, otherwise hippish, than 1
would an undertaker ; I think one would
frighten the poor sick body as little as the
other. But what does your Ladyship de-
termine upon ?”

‘¢ Togo, undoubtedly.”

# And take Fanny

1 should rather not. It will be a hurry-
ing journey from which she can derive nei-
ther pleasure nor improvement; and a me-
lancholy visitation, if the surgeon’s forebod-
ings are just, from which I would spare her
feelings. Miss Cavendish, you know, will be
here this evening, and she I am sure will
cheerfully accompany me.”

s If we could properly dispose of Fanny,
I would offer myself as your escort;-but
unfortunately Mrs. Bloomfield leaves town
to morrow for Newland Abbey. But
however her grace would be highly flat.
tered if you could consent to leave Fanny
in her care during your enforced absence;
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and she x:xight with piopriety visit Oxford-
shiie Lnder Mrs. Bloomfield’s protection.”

Fanny, finding a temporary absence from
her mother indispensable, cheerfully agreed
to Mr. Strictland’s arrangement; and send-
ing a note to Mrs. Bloomfield, assisted in
preparing the separate packages: during
which Lady Ann dispatched the following
letter to the Duchess of Newland.

Mabpawm,

I am taking a liberty
.which will require all your grace’s goodness
to pardon. After refusing Fanny to your
carnest solicitations, I am enforced to beg
your protection of her during my own me-
lancholy journey into Cheshire " where a
sick relative requires my presence. Into
very few hands would Itrust my treasure,
but your grace is an exception to every thing
‘that can be objectionable ; and if you will
only pardon this seeming vagiableness, I shall®
begin my tour without one care for her safety,
but many for the trouble I am imposing en
your grace,
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Ibeg to be remeihbered with friendship
by the Duke and your family circle, and
remain )

' Your grace’s obliged friend,
&c. &c. &c.

ANN Frrz-York.
Lombard Street, June 14th, 1812,

P. S. Fanny, who. travels en suite with
Mas. Bloomficld, will pay her personal re-
spects to-morrow.

The following day two post chaises were
in readiness to receive the travellers. Whilst
Mrs. Bloomfield and her charge proceeded
through Uxbridge, Lady Ann’s party took the
Barnet road, where we shall not follow them,
but proceed withour heroine into Oxfordshire.

Philippa Heathcote, niece to her grace of
Newland, possessed an ample independent
fortune ; and having determined in herown
mind to be a Duchess, from the momeht
Leslie Talbot was pronounced presumptive
heir to his uncle, spared no pains to awaken
the same desires in‘-¢he ybung man, but
hitherto without effect. Being nearly coti-
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nected with the Duchems, for whem he felt
an almost filial respect ; he always treated: her
niece with politeness and some shew of re-
gard ; but without flattering her with hopes
that the desired end would be.accomplished.
Yet, having as yet professed no extraordi-
nary admiration for any other female, she
met the Abbey party in high spirits, and
more than cver resolved to carry her
Plans. . %
The family were assembled at breakfast
when Lady Ann’s letter arrived: and the
undisguised pleasure Leslie expressed at the
expected arrival of 'so charming a visitor,
gave Philippa the -first je;.lous pang she ever
experienced. But perfectly mistress af. hy-
pocrisy, she artfully concealed hefévexaticn,
and spoke of her own promised- happiness in
the sogiety of so charming a friend. ¢ Auv
burm and 1,” shg continued,:# shall have- a
campanion of our own se®and age, and a
party of three is so delightful | T‘w,o,‘gitls‘
would soon gxmmgdgﬂ. ﬁa&b&;m’i{‘ but.
chanting, variety, §nd

a third creates suchigp
Miss Fitz-York. is, ceording £0; Leslig’sre~
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port, so good,'as wells-Beautiful; that it will
be our owni faults, Auburn, if we do not pro-
fit by the acquaintance.” .

Lady Milford, whose partiality: for Fanny
has been already recorded, cautioned Phi-
lippa against raising her expectations to a
height which would dcfeat their own pur-
pose. “If I wished,” she proceeded, * to
lessen the value of an object, there is-no one
niflhod so cffectual as high-fraught pane.
gyric. Besides, Miss Fitz.York, by educa.
tion, from which our habits and opinions
take their bias, is ill calculated to shine.in
circles of kaut ton; her graces and accom-
plishments are not obtrusive—they do not
comma;&,}mmage—-but are modest and retir-
ing as lier virtues. Neither is her person
calculated for general admiration;  but the
heart which once really owns her power, in
my opinion will never bow At the shrine of
any other objecti™: . - et

Philippa looked attentively at Ifshe dur-
ing shis descriptionof-ber dreaded sival, and
fanéied she"saw hié ‘coumtésiutiée: lighted up
with morethan usual : animation. . But de-
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termined not to betraythose emotions which
inwardly tormented her, replied with much.
assumed gaiety, “ Well, I wish this modest,
retiring creature would arrive, that I might
judge from my own observation; for be-
tween Leslie’s praise, aud your. Ladyship’s
commendation, Miss Fitz-York must be a
rara-avis—a faultless creature with whom
poor Auburn and I shall stand no .chance of
competition. Did you ever see her, Sir
Laurence ?”

“ Never,” replied the Baronet; I never
had that precise degree of happiness.”
- %But Ihave,” interrupted Mr. Lillyman.
* %] had the superlative honour of dancingin
her party at a city ball, and really_I thought
her tolerable for a country-bred Viigs.

¢ Tolerable !”” echoed the Countess with a
sneer., ¢

% Yes, my dgar good Lady,” replied Mr.

Lillyman, “ you know there can be no com.
parison between country and town breed-
ing; and if that be allowed, Miss Auburn
and the lovely Philippa must cary all com-
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petitorship hollow. * Don’t you think so,
Baronet?”

o “I have not taken the trouble to think at
all upon the subject ;” replied Sir Laurence
yawning, “the first time I do, you, Liliyman,
shall profit by my cogitations.”

“1 would that Bloomfield were here,”
observed the Countess.

“ For what particular reason?”’ asked
Leflie.

“To quicken Sir Laurence’s thinking facul-
ties,” replied her Ladyship ; * if they are not
upon the alert when the widow comes, she
will goad and spur him till he scarcely kflows
whether he is a man or a horse.”

¢ She jg,an odiousscreature” observed the
pretty m; Auburn, “and ought not to be
tolerated in civilized society. I wonder

your grace should invite her.”

« She is a character you know, my dear,”
said the Duchess, ¢ and therefore valuablein
the couptry. But more than that, sheis a
vespatalifd, wellinformed woman; and
though hetsatire cuts keenly; it is never ap-
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plied but where the. paéent can be cured by .
no other weapon.” _

“ Patients cured!” echoed Sir Laurencep
who had partially heard the foregoing speech ;
“ What is our party to be enriched by the
presence of afemale practitioner ?”

“ Yes,” replied the Countess, “ one well
versed in cauterizing the human mind; and
who applies her knowledge with so much
skill that 'she seldom fails in effecting a
cure.”

<¢She is a terrible old woman,” cried
"Corbett.”

* ¢*Have you found her so, Captain ?”" asked
lady Milford archly ; “thatis indirectly pleading
guilty ; for Mrs. Bloomfield is c%terrible
to those who are wilfully vicious, aringly
faulty.”

The party now dispersed to spend the
niorning as inclination or the whim of the
moment prompted. -
. The Duchess, at those kours when her
guests assembled around her, was atruly
well.bred woman, and a most attentive
hostess. But the time betwixt breakfast and
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dumer, wasmdependent of all controul, and
appropriated as though she were herself a
visitor, and not amenable to the dicfates of
'lwspitahty Were it otherw:se, her
grace observed “ the owner of 2 mansion
like ours, where there is a constant succession
of company, would lead a worse life than
the mistress of an Inn, for she would have
all the trouble, witBout any of the profit.”
The party were taking theig seitsat the
dinner table, when Mrs. Bloomfield’s chaise
whirled round ‘the approach, and a thun-
" dering knock caused 2 momentary pause i
their proceedings. “Now for the lovely:
Fanny,” said his Grace. The words were
scarcely uttered, when Leslie rushed from
the apg¥tment, and, whilst the company
were still standing, returned leading the Wi.
dow and her blooming companion ;, whose
Hebe-like figure was rendered more interest-
ing by exercise; whilst the careless irregu-
larity of her aubum ringlets, formed a con-
trast with the exact uniformity and formal
precmon of those just released from the
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torturing fingers of their Abigails, hnghly
in Fanny’s favor.

After our hegoine had paid her respects,
and been introduced to the sgrangers; she
would have apologized for her travelling
dress, -but was silenced in the onset by Mrs.
Bloomfield, who loudly exclaimed, ¢ After
dinner, child, we will have as much as you
please on the subject. But the viands look
so tempting, and my appetite isin such good
humour, that the eloquence of an angel
would be annoying, until I have paid my
respects to something more substantial. So
take your usual places, good folks ; whilst I
and Miss Fitz-York; for this day at’ least,
have the honour of being the Duke s sup-
porters.” ?

The widow’s arrangement being made in
a positive key, was agreed to; and the usual
attentive ceremonies—the general observa.
tions upon meats and made dishes, uninter-
rupted by Mrs. Bloomfield, except by an oc-
casional emphatic, “Pshaw!” finished *the‘
repast. But the servants were no sooner
withdrawn, than she addressed Sir Laurence
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Lounge, who had beéh more than comrhonly
voluble during dinner ; by adking his wo?i-
nion of the men and mannﬁs of the pfe~

sent day. o :
“ My opinion, madam !” herephed in.acs

cents visibly alarmed, ¢ Why mine?’ ¢ Be-
cause you have been so eloquent upon trifling
matters, that upon subjects of importance,
to which you doubtless pay equal attention,
Tam ihpatient to derive information and-
amusement.”

“ Really, madam,” replied the simple Baro..
net, “Iam at this moment totally unpre-"
pared for a discussion of this nature. The
fact is, we leave those things to poor devils
who live by their wits = o

T am orry for it,” interrupted his tor-
mentor : * the study of men and manners
is surely not less important than the study-
of cookery; but perhaps the meridian..of
your undetstimdipg- can encompass the one,
and is not extensive enough to comprehend
the ofher. In that case the fates alone are
to blame, in giving you a title and fortune,
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thereby destroying a useful member-of the
culinary art.” . '

“I"cannot junderstand why you ate so
cursed severe upon nic indiyidually,” said
Sir Laurence: ¢ the observations I have
had the honour to make upon the skill of his
Grace's cook, are opinions that flow as natu-
rally whilst we are eating —"

“ As a dissertation upon wines, and the
manner of producing them, follows the re-
moval of the cloth,” observed Mrs. Bloom-
field. < Upon that principle, the hours spent
at dinner, and during the dessert, which ac-
tually employ one-fourth of our waking ex-
istence, inust nccessarily be devoted to a dis-
cussion on cating and drinking. But with
all due respect to those indispensable avoca-
tions, I think sviting the word to the action
may be dispensed with on this eccasion, and
subjects of intellectual importance ‘substi-
tuted with no bad effect. 'What think you,
Mr. Lillyman ?” - ¢ o

« M—e, Madam !” faultered out #ke beauily
of holiness, a name he was generally knowa.
by.*" - ’
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“ Yes,” -veplied . the incorrigible widow,.
« should not you, very much prefr a dis-
course upon white hands, iyory teeth, and
well-cut nails, '] the merits of fish sauce and
fricasees? I am sure you would, and as they
are subjects of equal importance, I know
you will second me if ] propose ‘that topic
for to morrow’s dinner discussion, provided:
no : enlightened member of this sdciety can
point qut a theme of more interest.”

Sir Laurence joyfully repaid Mr. Lilly-
man’s’ former triumphant ‘Qﬁ; and turns
ing to Miss Auburn whisperdd: something
to which she audibly answered  Shecking!.
not to be borne.with in.givilized society *

¢ True, Miss Auburn,” replied the widow,
¢ Such an- impeachmengk.of our understand-
ings is not to be borne patiently ; therefore
do you propoge: a subject en which we can
exercise our minds.”” " -

.The Duchess, willing t0' change the dis-
course,, enquired concerning their journey,
and hoped it had been attended by no acci-
dent. ’ ' E '

“ No accident on our parts ;”” replied Mrs,.

VOL. IT. * -~ o
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Bloomfield, ¢ but an adventure, in; which
Miss Fitz-York had nearly destroyed the life
of afellow creature.” . @

“I' said Fanny blushmg - ,

“ Yeg; you, my dear. As we were step-
ping into the chaise at Uxbridge, young
Warbrick, of chariotegring notoriety, dressed
with a nice regard to costume, drove up to
the Inn doos four in hand, and to my ne
small amazement calledfora flashof lightning !
Ere I*had time to construe these words, they
were explained by the Landlord bawling
out, a glass of gin for his homor!! But
his honor at that moment caught sight of
my charge, and all, lightning, except what

flashed from her eyes, seemed to be forgatten-

for- he refused the gin, and until the chaise
drove off, Fanny kept undivided possession of
his attention. : .

“ We had scarcely proceeded a mlle when
he again overtook us, and such.was, the at-
tractive quality of ———— don't. hﬁu,ph,wmy-
deary<lidaré say I was the magnet—bfit whe-
ther or not; his eye, instead of minding the
direction of his steeds, was turned back
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upott us, until the slender wheel of "his Ba-
rouche coming in contact with 'the more
clumsy one of a waggon, tilted his ho—
nor into the. ditch. Common humamty
made us stop ; but finding the accident un-
attended by any consequences, except a
muddy exterior, we left his servant to pék-
form the cleansing operation, and his honor
to regtet that his attention had takdn a retro-
gade direction. Warbrick, I am told, has’ a
benevolent heart: YWhat a pity that fishion
and notoriety should throw him out of his
ptoper bias, and lcad him to ‘imitate the
dress, and copy the manners of pedple,.who
cannot have an ideain common with himself
¥xcept their skill’ in driving.” 1 wonder
youdon’t take him in hand, Mrs. Bloem-
field,” said the Countess, “ We never happen
to meet,” replied the widow, ¢ except as
this morning by accident. 'Whenever we
, do, he shall not be lost for want of a liwtle
wholesoxhe correction ; because I have a pre=
sentintént that Warbrick was dusigned by
nature for something superior to a coach-
man.”
o2
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“What say you. to an adjournment ;
asked the Duchess. “ 'lhe cf!'awmg-room
is much cooler than ‘this apartment, and if
any, one prefer cardg, the tables are by this
time prepared.”

« Cards!” echoed Mrs. Bloomfield. “ Sure-
ly this delightful evening is not to be sacri-
ficed to the four aces,, Suffer me to propose
an amenament. Miss Fitz-York, if I may
judge by sympathy, has had sitting enough
for ofie day ; the prospect and the weather
both invite, and who can refuse to obey
them "

.yThe widow's amendment was unanimously
adopted, at least none dared to oppose her,
and a walk in the beautiful pleasure grounds
surtounding Newland Abbey was followed
by an evening where rational conversation,
intermixed with music, left little regret ; if
any, it was carefully concealed, that cards had
for one dax been ousted. Leshe Talbot 4
ranked amggigst the first musical 2 tgur?’
of the day; the Duchess and her nger;
daughter weére no mean adepts in ghe science ;
.3nd, Fapny, both op the puno and hi’Rz add-
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ed to tﬁei" 'falm oymint. - Aixghf'x(pper

ﬁms ed't ;, at Whl(.h Ledtie secm‘éli 2
seat by ;he sn&e our heroine ; ard by SAdtehs

ful attention, and ‘sprightly’ donversé, poured
gall into the cup of Phnhppa, Bt [dfe Farny
w1thout a smgle sorrow, ex&ept what® lrose
from the absence bf her Béloved mothét.

It was to Fanny s';nﬂuence over, ‘the ‘mind
of Corbett that he sacrifited the eclat of* the
duel ; for knowing Lady Ant's attadlmcntta
Moseley, the proposal of setresy was acceded
to with joy, since her knowledge of it wbuld
have prevented all future intercourse, ind
Fanny’s inflexibility he resolved to overcome
at all hazards. °Tis true, Leslie’s marked
atténtion gave him little less alarm than they
conveyed to the bosom of Philippa; but
when he saw his own face in the mirror, and
compared fts smooth and brilliant surface with
the lesé favored countenance of his honorable
competltqr, he smnieﬂ at the idea of rivalty,

k'to repose with the delightful ‘ter-
tamty of being frresistible.

The following * 42, on the strength of old
acquaintance, andfo¥ ‘the pleature of making
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Lady Ann and Mr.- Strictland , the topic of
conversation, Fanny suffered him, during a
general ramble in the Park, to monopolize
some degree of her attention ; for which Phi-
lippa gave him ample opportunity by drawing
Leslic aside; whilst Sir Laurence and Mr.
Lillyman attached themsclves to the Duke’s
daughters, to whom likewise Miss Auburn
clung, asgo the strongest party, These mo-
ments Corbett endeavoured to turnto his ad.
vantage by the artillery of soft looks—deep-
fetched sighs—and painting the pleasures of
reciprocal affection. But finding these inefli-
cient, he changed his tone; described the mi-
series of unrequited love—the torments of a
concealed passion—and ended by saying that
none but a fool would declare an attachment
tefore he was in some measure encouraged
by hopes of success. “Love is of itself tor-
1aept « ncugh,” Lic observed, “without having
scorn liscwise to encounter ; and that female's
generosity will be trebly valued, who ?ing
the arts of prudery and coquetry at defiance,
nobly confides in the man of her choice; and
by those encouraging attentions, which love
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unly knows, lead him to believe that his decla-
ration will be accepted:” )

Fanny, though young in years, was not o
be caught by arguments so flimsy, though
love had seconded the sophist. But feeling
towards Captain Corbett no sentiment warmer
than perfect indif:rence, she shewed an impa-
tience during the foregoing address not very
flattering to his vanity ; and finding he ex-
pected an answer, replied, « Ca.ptain Corbett,
I cannot imagine how this strange subject
came to be introduced. Love is a theme on
which I have no expericnce, and therefore
can be no judge; but ignorant as I confess
myself, I think your arguments unfriendly to
female delicacy ; and feel no pride in being
the confidante of such a passion, much less
should I aspire to be the object of it.”

¢ Indeed !”

“In very truth.” .

“Your affections are otherwise engaged
then i . '

+ “Does that follow ? Cannot I be indifferent

towards Captain Corbett without a prefer-
ence elsewhere !
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- &Y thintk thy prétensions would'insure me
the favour of atmobt'any Woran" whb could
bofit A'dischgdged Hehre”  °

| wm fiot’ defrff ‘thé general position, be-

cause, 'perhaps, hin an mcompctent judge of
the pretehsions you allude to. But of this
YOu may rest assured, that Ishall ever remain
an exception to the rule you think so positive,
and nothing but the most egregious vanily,
could advance for truth, what appears to me
to be the height of jfolly and presumption.”

At the conclusion of this speech, Fanny
turned away, intending to join her female as-
sociates ; but they were too distant for an
immediate mecting, and Corbett walked sul-
lenly by her side, pondering on means
to' revenge the proud contempt her words®
so pointedly expréssed. At length he disdi-
pated the silenéé by hopitig Miss Fitz-York
wis not offended past‘fdrgw‘eness prémising
if she cbuld forget-his flly, and forgive hgﬂ
‘temerity—tb which he #dded 3 hope that she'
would not expose his’fault,’ by conttrhtiicat-
ing it to those whose* lagh he ‘dreaded—to
observe in future the'modt respictful ‘silefice,
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and to confine his ill-fated prepossession
within the precincts of friendship.

Fanny, in whom pity was a stronger pas
sion than anger; and who knew there was
sufficient opening for Mrs. Bloomfield’s sar
castic raillery, without adding to it by ex-
posing his vanity, promised not to betray
by her own behaviour that any thing unplea-
sant had occurred, since it would ‘likewise
expose herself to animadversions she wished
carefully to avoid. So that when they joined
their companions, a common observer would
have imagined the téte A téte had been pro-
ductiveof nothing but pleasure to either party.
Corbett in particular affected an unusual flow
of animation—hoped the walk had been
equally agreeable to them all, and declared
that he never recollected one, in which plea-
spre and profit-had been so intimately blended.

Fanny bestowed a look of reproach at the
\gxcalled for duplicity of this confession ; but
I.qshe, whose attentive eyeé was fixed upon
her, read in that look nothing but reproof
for betraying what every deliéate female
wishes, tq keep secret, for that love had been

o3
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the subject of their conference, he never
gave himself leave to doubt, or if he had,
Corbett’s declaration’ after the ladies retired,
that Miss Fitz.York’ angel inind surpassed
even the beauty of her person, and that he
was the happiest fellow in existence, would
have decided it. Leslie sighed when these
inauspicious words returned upon his mind,
and seldom were they absent j——their import
filled him with regret that he had not sooner
become acquainted with our heroine, ‘“$or
then,” he mentally said, © / mght have
been the happiest fellow in exisience. And
yet, if Miss Fitz-York has bestowed her
affections upon a thing so vain—so frivolous
as Corbett, how could a prior knowledge
have benefitted me, who have no personall)
pretensions, comparatively, and whose men.
tal superiority would have availed nothing
with one, who could be gained by trifling
and foppery2”

When our noble hostess led the way fo
her diningrgarlour, Leslie lvitered bekind ;
not beﬁ‘mg the idea of willingly yielding his
seat to Corbett,and yet not knowing how to
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retain it in opposition to his superior, claims.
But when he entered and found the Captain
at her Grace's right band,,and with voluble
eagerness endeavouring to assist in the ardu.
ous task of carving; he advanced with ala.
crity to thé seat reserved, and placed himself
between Mrs. Bloomfield and Fanpy with
pleasure equal to the pain he felt at the idea of
being superseded.

When Le-lie had seated himself, he said
ina low voice, ¢ I fear I usurp a seat that
would have been more agreeably filled by ano-
ther )

¢ Indeed you do not,” replied Fanny in
the same key;” Iknow no other who can
fill it. so pleasantly.” . .

#. “71hank yon,” hgcontinued with anima.

tion,““ I will gndeavBur at least to suppert the

character you honour, me with, though I

wou,ld much rather be, an agreeable, than a
asant com panion.”

2 “ Ave sthey. pot synonymous 2” asked our
heromm ¢ No person can be pleasant I think
without being agreeable,” .



Q0 EANNY, FITZ:YORK,

«I¢¢ But are nos same pegpic agrecableynith-
out being pleasant ?” interrogated Leslie, !

“ That depends a good deal upéhh oite own
feelings,” replied Fanny,  am likewise upon
the idea we conceive of pleasantry.”

“ Do not some Jadies,” he proceeded, fixing
his penetrating eyes upon her, * place their
affections upon objects, whom the world in
general think so disagreeable, that we can
only wonder at their taste, and fcel compas-
sion for thejr blindness ?” A

“You nmst find spme established standard
for taste,” answered his fair neighbour,
¢ before you can wonder at the dissimilarity
of people’s opinions. ’Tis like beauty, not
governed by fixed rules, and I should no
more wonder at a person differing with e
in opinian about either, thand should com-
pasmonate him, ' because he wag unlike me-in
person, or had passions and feelings different
from;mine,” *‘ Leslie,” said the Duchess,
“4 what agreeable subject are you and Mis
Fitz-York so earngstly disquasing ?” 0

s hcan scargely esplain it to your Grace ;”
replied Leslie,” Weare rather differing about
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words I'belteve “thavit distasifig 2 parficular
subject.”

“ Miss Fitz-Yiork'is aa intelerable monopo-
list,” observé Philippa; “all the mort-
ing she exclusively engaged Captain Corbett ;
and now Leslie forgets his usual politeness ;
and confines his attentions, when they ought
to be diffusive and general.”

“Ibeg your pardon, Miss Heathcote,” re-
joined Fanny ;” but I assure you themorning’s
1ionopoly was by no means a matter of choice,
and Mr. Talbot’s particular attention, at this
moment, is merely an effort to convince me,
that he can be both pleasant and agreeable.”

“ Then you had your doubts upon that
subject  said Lady Albina. % They were

«without foundation,” continued her more
animated sister. *“ Every body allows our
dear:Lutlie to.be the very best creature in
the world ;' and wherever he fixes his seri-

yous affections, the lady cahnot be otherwise
"than 2 happy creaturess’ Lonce thoughy to
havelaid siegdmyself y' but we have lived so
long as brother and sister, and I love him so
well in that dapacity) that I éould never faney
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him in any other light. Yeou look upon him
as a brother too, Philippa, I dare say #’
“N~—o0! not exactly,” replied the young
lady. *

¢ Then you would marry him, if he were
to offer himself?” again questioned Lady
*Sidney.

“ Whenever he does me that honour,” an-
swered Philippa. somewhat piqued * your
ladyship <hall be the first to hear of it.”

“ When he bows at the shrine of the
lovely Heathcote, the honour will be all his
own.” observed Lillyman.

“ Vastly well, indeed, Lilly,” cried Sir Lau-
rence. “Who says the beauty of holiness
has confined his studies to theology ?”

“ Nobody that Anows him,” replied the
widow, sarcastically. t

These four words completely sealed the
hps of the last two speakers. But little
Auburn, who sympathized in their morn-L
fication, observed, “1am sure Mr. Llllyman N
would not be half so agreeable if he were
always poring over sermons.”

. “Not half so agreeable!” echoed the
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widow. ¢ Heaven keep his acqugintancey
if his agreeableness was reduced one half,
when with the whole he is scarcely bearable.”
« Excuse me, Miss Auburn, from differing
from you on so essential a point as Mr. Lil-
lyman’s merits; you, doubtless, view them
through a magnifying glass, whilst I, more
fastidious, turn the other end, and find them
diminished till they are really imperceptible,”
¢ Any news in your paper this morning,
M@ Bloomfield 2” asked Lady Milford, with
a good-natured design to change the con-
versation. “ Yes! Intclligence of general
importance,” gravely replied the widow.
“Indeed !” said his Grace.
¢ Really, Duke.”
¢ Of what nature ? mine was stupidly un-
interesting.”
¢ That’s because your Grace wants taste to
relish those important facts, which at this sea-
" son of the year fill the columns of, out daily
' papers.” .
“Of what natute are those facts?” asked
the Duchess.
 Attend,” replied the widow takmg a
newspaper from her pocket, ¢ and wonder
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at the communicative 1mportance of these
editors. ¢ The Duke and Duchess of New-
land are gone with a large party of fashion.
ables to Newland Abbey. The Earland Coun-
tess of Derby set out with a numerous reti-
nue for Knowsley Park. Sir Gilbert and
Lady Heathcote are upon a visit in Hamp-
shire. Louis the eighteenth is at the seat of
Earl Talbot., Napoleon, whom we have
repeatedly assassinated—on paper, still lives,
though in a state of mental derangement.
And, such is the rage for ancient litera-
ture, two thousand two hundred and sixty-
pounds were given at the Roxburgh sale for
a single volume of Boccacio’s Works. Such
is the important news, and such the estima-
tion in which poets are held after they have
‘been buried afew centuries ; when the proba-
bility exists, that this very man was neg-
lected whilst living, and frequently wanted‘
that dinner, his pen was unable to procure.”
“1 am sorry,’ observed Lady Mxlfora ;
« that the annals of our own country give too
much colouring to the picture you have
drawna The poverty of poets is become
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W oty *°

prove’ btal *and w’%'é"né\brqr ear, the name
merfnonyd thhout a socxptmg n 1dea.
spare-ﬁgure, a meagre countenance, a thread-
bare coat, and a garret, The wapt and’
misery in which some of our best writers
have lived and died, reflects upon us as a
nation, and doubtless fills many opulent
individuals with remorse; who feel conscious,
when toolate, that they could have softened
their rugged path in this world, and smoothed
theic way to cternity, but did not.”
¢ Iam far from intending,” said Leslie, to

defend the conduct of those who suffer gé-
nius to live without patronage, and sigk to
the grave perhaps for the want of it; but
may we not with justice attach improvidence
to these followers of the muses—a careless-
ness of futurity altogether unaccountable? '
May we not say, in fact, that gemus and
common éense are woefully at varmnce P
", “Every day s expérience proves it,’ replled
thé Duke. ¢ And I can explain it on no
other prmaple than " extreme abstractlop of
mind, so involved in one pursuit, that no-
thing merely worldly can find entrance.”
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« That apology might obtain,” answered
Leslie, ¢ were the Poets who have lived in
poverty, and died almost for want, of that
studious and abstracted turn your grace sup-
poses them in common. But I beg leave to
deny the premises. Conviviality and a.
thoughtless neglect of the morrow have been
their stumbling blocks ; an improvident lack
of saving knowledge, more than neglect,
have brought them to a premature grave,
and left the world to regret that genius and
talent are séldom accompanied with pru-
dence.” ' '

‘ Youare right, Talbot,” said Sir Laurence,
““and therefore Iwould propose that an addi-
tional verse be added to the church litany
to defend us from either.”

“It would be perfectly needless on your
own account, Sir Laurence,” cried the incorri-
gible Mrs. Bloomfield, “ genius and talent
will never assail the hcad of the Loungers®
whilst you are their yepresentative.” '

“ You have got your answer, Baronet,”
rejoined Lillyman exultingly. ' ¢For my
part, far from thinking genius and. talent
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evils,I pray unceasingly that they may be
showered down upon me.”

¢ Nay, then,” replied the widow, ¢ we
must cease to wonder that you should be so
bountifully endowed. I now reflect without
surprise at the conversation after yesterday’s
dinner ; for surely it was genius unequalled
that led to the discussion upon made dishes ;
and falent unparalleled that constituted you
so decided a judge of the fit and the proper
in cdoking a veal sweet-bread. ;

The Baronet in his turn enjoyed the at-
tack upon Lillyman ; and a drizzling shower
confining them to the house, the company
separated ; some ,to enjoy the delight of
cards, and others the more rational pursuit
of music.

Several days passed without much variety,
if we except the various modes of teazing
,cmployed by the widow against those she

w to be vulnerable, and consequently
thought fair game. Meantime a letter from
Lady Ann gave rather a satisfactory account
of the fractured limb; but spoke of the
patient’s general health in unfavourable terms,
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“ To leave lum till some alteratlon takes
place ” she added “ would be the helght of
cruelty, .more especially since he ﬂatters me
not only with the tltle of chtef nurse, but Phy-
sician extraordmary ; and declares the sxght
of me is more reviving than medicine.”
During the month which had now elapsed
since Fanny’s arrival, Leslie’s admiration had
increased to a pitch of enthusiasm. In stu.
dying minutely her character, he found her
in person, mind, and manners, the being
whom he would have selected as the partner
of his heart— the companion of his choice—
and to whom he was destined to owe com-
plete happiness, or subs?ntml misery. Of
Captain Corbett he would have had no fears
—judging from Fannys general conduct-
had not that genfleman taken every oppor-
tunity which chance gave him of privately
conferring with Leslie, to hu‘lt in pretty
broad terms the encouragement our heroifiby
had given him when in town; :and the
very flattering manner in which his pro-
posals had been received by Lady Ann and
Mr. Strictland. <I dare say,” he added,
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“our family party have little suspicion of
the mutual attachment I thus frankly avow;
an attachment my lovely Fanny, from the
purest motives of female delicacy, begs I will
not by particular attention discover; but
on _the contrary, hide it by affected indiffe-
rence.”

¢ Miss Fitz-York,” replied Leslie, *suc-
ceeds in her own plans admirably. T think
I never saw indifference more completely
personified; and your word alone, which I
dare not doubt, could convince me that it
was mercly exterior ; I should be almost
afraid of marrying a woman so entirely
mistress of art and hypocnsy ; and peculiarly
offénsive in one, who, in every other instance,
appears the soul of truth and candour.”

This conversation was part of a plot hatch-
ed in the fertile and mischievous brains of
Corbett and Philippa. Leslie, who took no
‘gms to hide the impression Fanny had

ade on his hitherto insensible heart, seized
every’ opportumty to mgranate himself ;
and by aasndmty, and the most sedulous at-
tention, to giin those affections for which he
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would freely have forfeited wealth, power,
and dignity; and which he could not per-
suade himself were the exclusive property of
so trifling a being as Corbett.

Philippa viewed this netw-raised flame
with. an eye of jealous malignity ;+and fan-
cied she could have borne a rival in any
other person with less reluctance, than in
the insignificant being who from fortune
had so few pfetensions to the heir of a
Dukedom.

Such were ‘the reflexions of an envious
woman. When in fact any other female,
to whom Leslie paid the same court, would
“have been seen with equal repugnance; and
had fortune offered no barrier, there would
have arisen others, either in person, mind,
or connexions, of perhaps greater import.

Fanny was too sincere=too unartificial a
character to disguise the pleasure she felt in
Leslie’s unwearied assiduity. Their sentje,
ments upon every subject were congeniaf,
and their pleasures tock their rise from the
same source. Music was the delight of each,
and cards their aversion. Fanny, from her
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country edpcation, -was an expert horse-wo-
man, 3nd a, no less persevering pedestrian;
she had not , forgot her skill at shuttlecock ;
and though now too old for a skipping rope,
or the manual exercise, they had each in
turn conduced to give ease and grace to her
actions, which dancing, as she grew older, had
confirmed; and at seventeen our heroine
was 2 model of unaffected ease and elegance.
'The French and Italian languages were nearly
as familiar as her mother tongue. In draw-
ing she was no mean proficient, though that
was a science for which she had less genius
than any other. But perseverance, which
never fails to reward her votaries, made am-
ple amends for the want ,of original talent;
and produced sketches from nature that
some artists would not have disdained to ac-
knowledge. In all these pleasing amuse-
ments she was ably seconded by’ Leslie;
whose immediate connexions beheld the
'gtcwing attachment with delight, and anti--
cipgted the final event with pride and plea-
sure. : ..
¢ Similar minds naturally unite,” was
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an ol?servanoq made by, her Grace on a for-
nier‘occaston and we beg leave to repeat it.
Leslie Talbot and Fanny Fitz-York were not
a stronger case in point, thin Captgm Corbett
and Philippa Heathcote ; who with equal pam
observed the good understanﬂmg which
subsisted, and threatened tb o rerthrow the
long—chenshed hopes of the latter; whilst
the former, without any settled plan of action,
except the vanity inherent in his nature of
being ‘admired ; felt equal exacerbation at the
harmony, and constant good humour with
which Fanny received and repaid Leslie’s en-
deavours to make hitnself useful and agree-
able, i
Opportunities are seldom wanting for the
furtherance of mischief. One soon occurred
wherein Corbett and Philippa digested the
probable means of cffecting a breach between
the ‘envied pair. The 'forégoing dialogue
was the foundation of their desrgns and the
hated disclgdure left upon Leslie's sincere aifl
ardent mind, an impression painfully acute,
since it painted the object of his worship as
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uot only capable of hypocmy fmt a complete
mistress of it. .

The evemng repagt whxc‘iu succeeded Gor-
bett's dlscl(mlre, was the first unpleasant
meal Léélie had attended since Fanny $,argi-
val. lnsteaa of hls usual flow pf attentwe
pleasantry, ‘he was s1lent and .abstracted ;
scarcely noncmg her Graces anxxcty, and
refusmg all Phxhppa s asslduous offers t to sup-
~ply him with those delicaciés she strongly
recommended to tempt his appetlte. Even
our heroine’s enquiries were answ'crq¢wlth a
formal “ Yes, madam,” gr, “ No, madam.”

“I'he forcgoing manner, more than the
ceremonious appellation, shocked and sur.
prized his fair neighbodr. Her blue' eyes
dazzhng with native bnghtness, were turned
full upon him, 38 if seeking for an explana-
tion of behavxourg'so new and accountable,
but his sunk under er penetrating glance;
-ind making what was palpa.bly an_effort to
hide his uneasmess, ‘he addressea some_tri-
ﬂxng question to Miss Auburn, who sat vis-a-
vis ;' then, without waiting for, or sceming to
expect an answer, leanced upon his hand, and-

VOL. IL P
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so continued during the remainder of the'
repast.

Mrs. Bloomfield’s surprise at a caprice from
which she thought Leslie exempt, would
probably have expired in silent won-
der had it not extended gp her favourite;
but any deviation from thestrictest propriety
towards her, was not to bg endured.
Taking advantage of the servants’ withdraw-
ing she bawled in his ear, ¢ Pray Mr. Talbot
are you often troubled with fits?”

<« Fits, madam !”

“Yes! Of whimy or caprice, or ill breed-
ing

# Never, I hope.”

« Then, what in the name of common
sense ails you? You say you are well—we
know you are scber—yet you scarcely notice
the *kind enquiries of her Grace.—Miss
Heathcote, who has coaxed your appetite as
though you were a spoiled child, or a favorige
Lover, has been unsuccessful in tempting
you to eat—DMiss Fitz-York is congealed by
the freezing respectfulness of your manner—
and I am dying with curiosity to know how
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it began, or whete it 'wilt.ead.t If -n@ither
her Grace, Miss Heathcote, or my fair friend
have given you offence, and from their fre-
sent ill reqyived attention I think that impos~
sible; then; I say, your conduct is neitto be
defended :uponh grmc:plee of pohteness or
decorum, = b

‘Triﬂmg chavécters,both male and female,”
glancing her eye acro#d the table, < are gos
verned by“eaprice ; but a youth of ‘your ex-
traordinary qualities should soar -aloof, and
not descend to the petty arts practised by
ignorance and folly, te raise compassion,
or create astonishment.”

Leslie kaving listened with much deference
to thissharangue, replied, “ My dear madam,
I would kiss the rod if I thought its applica-
tion properly applied; but in the present ine
stance I am corrected for no fault, if you
confine my transgression to caprice. That
"ever was, nor I trust ever,will forin a part
of my character. The conduct you blame
has its rise in a trifling uneasiness which I
trust to-morrow will dissipate, or at least so
far conquer as not to annoy my friends.

r2
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¢ For any undesigned offence I may have
given her Grace, Miss Fitz-York, or Philip-
pa, I respectfully intreat their forgiveness;
and that I may not incur further censure,
will 'say good night to all.”
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.CHAP. IX,

A PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE——A MORWIFYING
DISCOVERY—AND MUCH PERSECUTION.

ON the* morrow, Philippa and her coad-
jutor congratulated each other upon their
success with the credulous Leslie; and had
no doubt their machinations would finally
separate the lovers, provided they could pre-
vent an ecclaircissement. For this purpose,
the female Machiavel proposed to drop a
letter in Leslie’s way as the $roduction of
Mr. Strictland, speaking unequivocally of
Corbett’s pretensions, and the marriage with
Fanny as a decided thing. ¢ Leslie has too
much honour, as well as pride,” added she,
“ to persevere in a hopeless pursuit, and Fan-
ny too much delicacy to seek a man who
evidently shuns her. But why, Captain, not
seek Miss Fitz-York for a wife yourself?
You say pique and resentment actuate you,
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though you never made -serious-"proposals ;
what, in the name of heaven, then, was your
intent? 'You would notibe mad enough,
surely, to seek -an' illicit- connexion with a
person of her family and respectability, Her
pretensions to wealth are limited, certainly,
and yet not beneath the‘sacé%ptance of . a sol-
dier of fortune ; therefore, take my advice—
strike a bold stroke—declare yopsself -an ho-
nourable lover, and my life upon -your suc-
cess.”

" Corbett, who really liked Fanny as much
as so selfish a being could love any thing-—
except himself; and whose five hundred a
year would be no despicable acquisition
wondered; for the first time, whatathere
could be in matrimony so dreadful that he
had shunned it even in thought! He now
fancied a thousand advantages would arise
from the connexion—advantages powerful
in point of emolument, besides the glory
of carrying off a prize, so many had vainly’
sighed for.

-‘Brimful of what he called love, and cer.
tain of success, when Fanny became filly ac.
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quainted -with . his:. serious = intentions, he
wrote by that day’s post-to her lady mother;
taking especial care that Leslie should see
the directién, and by ghat means put an end
to. his doubts, if he before entertained any. -

Young Talbot, to avoid taking his usual
seat by Fanny—*ntik he had in some degree
conquered: the .acuteness of his: feelings—
pretended "asdinner - engagement, and was
not again-yisible that day. But the follow-
ing morning he appeared eilm and com.
posed, in no réspect differing from his former
self, except that now his attention. was ge-
neral, when formierly it had been exclusively
confined to our heroine. Fanny could not
but wonder at this change of behaviour,
since she had given no cause for it ; but con.
soled herself with the idea that Leslie’s prior
attentions were bestowed upon. her as 2
stranger, and that no longer. coming under
that description; she of course hadme claims,
except in common with: Mis¢' Aubtivn; Phi,
lippa; and his cousins. R

It is true, his- dereliction. was: 2 drawbick
upon her ‘happiness ; ‘but she determined to
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from which she now awoke filled with rg-
gret thakit was so shart, and evaneseent.

of:ady Milford, who,Jooked forward with
pride 1o 8 period not very distant when her
wieces would rank above the envious Lady
Mountcastle, was little less hwmt than
Fanpy; and would have questioned Leslie
respecting his conduct and his motives, had
ngt our heroine been decidedly aveise, as
giving a consequence to the affair it by no
means merited. “I have as little 1ight,”
she added, * to complain of slight now, as I
had to be elated at his former distinction ;
the one arose from compassion to my yquth
wd inesperience, the ather is the 1esult of
«apricg ; and to neither would I be indebted
tor otpentions 1 do not otherwise deserve.
We have no right, my dear madam, to
quesi.dn the motives of My, Tglhot's cons
duct, till we are injured gr, offended by
them; and, as I feel mysglf superior tov
either, you will oblige your grateful Frances
by passing the matter over as a thing of
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course, and ndt worthy 'of your 'attention or
my own?

A devidtion from the strict and immutable
laws of truth can ip no instance be' de-
fended ; nor do we presume to uphold our
favourite in the deception her last speech
elicited, otherwise than by saying, that when
she declared herself unhurt, and not offended
by Leslie’s conduct, it was one of those little
temporizing fallacies which ‘creep into con-
versation without the consciousness of the
speaker, and may rather be termed aberra-
tions from truth, or a slight degree of simu-
lation, than direct falsehood. If my fair
readers are not satisfied with this apology, I
hope they will undertake her defence them-
selves ; and, by way of bringing the matter
to a point, reflect for a moment how they
have been hurt at the slight of a favourite—
for the truth will out—Leslie was a prodi-
gious favourite of Fanny’s—and whether
they have-not on such occasions condescended
to prevaricate and err from the exact truth,
rathet than own themselves offended? If
any of my young friends can answer this

r3
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in the negative, I tonfess Fatiny culpabley
if not, she will be pardoned, and reirstated
ih their favour.

-Corbett, finding Fanny proof ‘against ali
lis attempts to procure an interview, wrote
2 letter, wherein he offered himself to her
acceptance in the most unequivocal and re-
spectful terms, But to his surprise and utter
confusion, his own note was returned in an
envelope without answer. Whether anger,
disappointment, or mortified pride, was the
prédominant feeling, we are at a loss to de-
cide, otherwise than by their eflects. Anger
produced oaths and execrations—disappoints”
ment cansed reflections on the loss of five
hundred a year — and mortified pride
wounhfed his self-love, perhaps' the most vul-
néfable point ahout him, To confess his
défear, ‘even to his friend and adviser, wias o
himiliation not to be endured; but there is
o evil without 2 counteracting good—rio,
pbivon without 4n antidote—sso Fantiy’s efie
velope, though it starved his lopes, fed his
revenge. ' P

Saturated with the HMtter phasion, he
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jeined Egsliadin shegavden, and: asked «if  he
was for.the Newmarket .meeting ? .1 have
just received a letter,” e added, ¢ widh &
pglsmg invitation to teet some;friends, apd
shill go with - pleasure. if .you are..of .the
party.” So saying, he pulled a paperfrotis.
his pocket, and presenting it to young Tal:
bot, stooped to gather some, mignionette,
Leslie started when the direction met his
view, for it was in the well-known hand of
Fanny. His first impulse was to make hima
self master of the contents; but honour,
the . governing principle of his mind, over-
raled it; * besides,” he reflected, “ how
can a correspondence between Miss Fitze
York, and Gaptain Corbett. interest mei®
Cm‘beﬁ; at thid thoment overtook him, when,,
with a smile which betrayed more of misery
than mirth, he held out the fatal envelopey
and,-sighingras be spoke, said, “ I fancy this
was. not_intended for my perusal... A.lady’s
¢orrespondence is.a sagrad pledge,, and. not
to'be profaned by vulgar eyes” .. .i: . e

‘Gorbett affected much surprise at hiz iss
take, and blaming-the heedlessngss-which:pro.
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Yuced i¢, drew farth the pealdetterjsund mp-
tuvously kissing the directien, rdtyrmed: Fan-
ny’senvelope to his:pocket. The end forwhich
hs joined Leslie: wos answeneds andiwitheut
feeling the smallest xegret when +he declined
the Newmarket expedition, which himself
had no intention to pursue, he left the love-
lorn heir.of Newland to brood over lost
happiness, and to regret that Fanny Fitz-
¥ork, the child of nature—the offspring of
sense and sensibility—the heiress of every
virtue under heaven—was the destined wife
of a cozcomb.

Time ymoved, yet the views of Philippa
and Corbett remained stationary. Vain
weze the lady’s efforts, and: mo art was left
untried to subdfle Leslie. The consideration
with which he had aforetime treated her,
ssemed by bim to be no longer remeémbered ;
oo if rpmembered, it was only to draw coms
parisons hetwaen his past bappiness and pre-
tent misery; between the thoughtless ead
of former days, when,every femals shaved
his attentien, and the:beartaignding naw,
when to one alone he was devoted ; without
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therfaintest iopejsthesmost distant charice,of
bekholdings her, after. the present visit, but as .
the' partrier of & man who' could notiappre-
siotéﬁbeﬂm’irihsic-v&lue,:owin’g to the:weakh
off of his intellect ;- nor pay. homage to- her
intrinsic :loweliness; because his own person
was:the godsof his:idalatry;-and to bow
before.any other-altar, heresy:and schism
against the divinity ofsselfis 2o L oo
. In less! than a-week Corbett recdived an
answernfm Lady. Anpyidhe »outside . of
which:was tnnmphamly»shewn o Leslie,
neither encouraging or otherwise, :singe sit.
left her daughter® free to:choose, and:at li-
berty to reject; :The same post brought bne
to Fanny,. fmgghn with much good -advice;
and ap assurande that the man.of hetr chivice
since~—well' convinced shé would decide
with - judgment-yshould: be,thé object,. next
herself, .of. matdrnal: care and solicitude. - Of
Mr, O’Brian’s ; retovery: shespoké despair:
ingly, :and 'thought a:short time.:avould
decide his fite;: when - Mr..Strictland pro.
mised .to attead sher firdt summons a3 an
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cdoott 1o Tremorne, -and likkgwise to.delivert
-Fanny safe into the arms of her mother. ::
Whilst -these occurreiices were passing,
Leslie.and Fanny avoided each other as sedu-~-
ously as-though a compa¢t had been signed
for that puspose. His former situation at the-
dining-table was occupied by a young artist,
who on the day of his arrival, Mrs. Bloom-
ficld invited to take the chair between her.
self and Fanny, since it was plain Leslie only
retained it because he was at addss for 2
motive to do otherwise.
~''The -first view .of a stranger in a seat he
had filled with so much delight to himself,
and apparent satisfaction to his- fair neigh-
bour; caused a p@g, and sentﬂiﬁ blood with
rushing violence into his face:” He starteth;
as-if the spectre of departed happiness stood
béfore him, and seemed for 2 moment. irre-
aolute whether to assert his claim, or prus
dently telinquish a vicinity so dangerous to
‘his-peace, ‘With a mgh s he pagsed: Fanny-&
chtaipj-he~to0k-a seat, tiemt ‘thie- Duke; and;
as if he feared to trustihis-own thoughts;
began a conversation with the -artist: upon
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the sabject proper for the grand altatpiece
in the cltapel, ' 1

This served for discourse during dinner;
and as soon afterwards as politeness would
permit, Leslie retired with the painter, under
pretence of shewing hitn a view which might
be taken with effect. Fanny sighed as they
left the room, because the time had been-
alas! how lately ! when her company would
have been desired, nay, indispensable. This
very landscape, she and Leslie had admired
and sketched together; on this very spot,
his eyes had spoken a languigé too well
understood by her’s; a language she wust
now forget, or forfeit her peace of mind for
ever! This reflection tendgd so much to
unhinge her, that when the ladies retired,
she sought relief in the solitude of the con«
servatory; and, whilst she fanciéd herself
drawn thither by her taste for botany, was,
in fact, indulging meditations eorroding to
her peace; for this place was tHe favourits'
hdunt of Leslie, and most of the choice
exoties of hiscollecting.

Ag she stooped over a punt he had taken
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particular pains to describe urtheir: days..of
unreserved. communieation; s she'/hetrd the.
footsteps.of a man apprdaching; -aud - fearful
of ‘being caught by Lesli¢- in-a place known
to-be his favourite retreat, she quickly passed
on to the opposite door'; when Corbett, for
he was the intruder, joined her at the mo-
ment young Talbot entered from the garden.
Confusion was not more visible on the coun-
tenance of our heroine than exultation on
that of the Captain. Leslie started back, as
if some noxious animal had met his vision ;
but quickly recovering himself, he begged:
pardon for intruding on their privacy, and
witha passing bow retired.

- Our heroine’s vexation- at " being thus
caught, was, if posslble, exceeded by resent-
nient against Corbett as the author of her
mortification. Leslie’s words plainly proved
the construction he put upon this accidental
meeting her manifest- confusion would help
to corroborate it; and his sudden. retreas.
bad prevented an avowal of ‘the truth. .

- Corbett, with self-gratulation, behéld th_e
present moment as the crisis- of his- 'fate;
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since acsident had ddne piore dorqhithsabawy
all-the studied impositions practised upowm his
rival. +He regarded. Fanny's: downscast, Jooks,
as the serpent is said to have vibwed our.frat
mother, namely, withuthe trinseph of 3 con-
queror, and the malice of a fiend ; for that
he should now overcome her. scruples he felt
assured ; and in gaining her for a wife, re-
venge, that she had not been as yielding a3
her compeers, actuated him even more tham
policy ; love—dignified, pure, almighty
love~—had no share in the composition of
Corbctt. Voo \

.» I'he silence which succeeded Leslie’s depar»
ture was interrupted by she Captain, whao,
gently seizing her hand, and pressing it.to
hisbosam, hopad the pregent.discovery would
hasten his happiness, and esable him to pre.
sept her to the world as :his adored, angelic
partneg.

This, avowal of;his; sentiments, and the:
agtion whichy preceded. it,; rouzed .Fanoy
from the thoughtful ireverie into which, she
was | sinking, vegandless of jhis presenge.
Snatehing awayher band, andiresuming that.
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dignity 6f+deportment which- ¢liaracterised
the -females of. her. family, "she - asked him
upon -what premises he presumed to ground
his pretensions ? 1 have never :concealed
my disapprobation of your pretended pas-
passion ee———"

¢ Pretended, Madam !”

¢ On the contrary, it has been avowed so
dearly -both by my words and behaviour,
that no man who possessed the smallest dis-
cernment. could have been deceivéd. You are
not deceived, Captain Corbett, nor can you
deceive me: Though young, Iam endowed
with penetration sufficient to discover, that
vanity and self-love are the'governing pas-
sions of your mind ; and that a wish to be
ealled a general favourite—a man for whom
the sex would pull caps—is the sum total of
your desires. With me you can never bea
favourite; and the greatest uneasiness I have
ever known, has arisen from what you are
pleased to call attention ; but -which I ¢oh-
ttire-ifito insult.” ¥

“Insult! By heaventhe person hves not,
except.yourself, who duyst thus accuse me.” .
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-« If aeeident brought yyou t¢! this place-s
at this hour~] have.no right- to- condemn
you; but if it was: by design ‘you intruded
on my privacy; I-beg—nay, 7 insist~~that
you never repeat the presumption.” -

“ 1 crave your pardon, madam, for arriva
ing so mal-apropos. Had I suspected, ‘what
now appears too plain, that Leslie came here
by-appointment———-" - - o

“ You cannot—dare not suspect it. Mr.
Talbot's coming was accidental,—~I wish I
could think- your’s so.” :

¢ Suppose it otherwise, and that I came
purposely to deprecate the frowns of beauty,
where is the mighty crime? ¢ Aye, there’s
the rub !’ The crime lies nqt in the offence,
but in the person offending. Lgslie would
have been pardoned for breaking in upon
your privacy, though his best affections are
fevoted to Philippa; whilst I, cherishing no
image but- your own, am doomed to meet
only scorn and contempt.” -

“ Your insinuations are beneath my no-
tice, and are as unfounded as they are base,
If Miss Heathcote possesses: Mr, Talbot’s df:
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fections, I am sure he will neyer wrong her
by. dyplicity of conduct; por build his own
charagter op the zuins of the man. he calls
frm»

« Fanny repeated the last wards with strong
emphasis, and was.hurrying away, when
Philippa entered the conservatory, saying,
“ Come, . .good folls, will your téle-a-téte
never have an end?  Leslie, from whom I
just parted, told me where I should find you,
and, contrary to his express desire, for he
experimentally knows how delightful are the
hours passed in, love and confidence, I ven-
Jfure to remind you that her Grace’s tea is
served. Miss Fitz-York, I hope you have
not, treated the prettiest fellow in England
withy cruelty 2. Ze looks glum, and you se-
‘rious ;. but %ou know the, old song, The
quarrels of lovers, ods me, tl):ey re 3 jest,’ angd,
believe me, there is a great deal of truth iri"
that ling, When, ] and my spark ! tlﬂ' we
know very well tbat we shall soon make it
up again, and the reconclhauon seerns so de-
lightful! But. cqme?,her Gra,ce will he impa-
tient,., 1 won't, fell tales qut of sc a00l3 1
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have - fdrced“"iﬁj'sgﬁ ihto your confidence,
bilt'sébrn to betrity it} and T hope *yoir-will
be equially cautious, lest you'give -the ‘old
cat I beg your pardon, Fitz——Mrs.
Bloomfield I mean,—a theme on which to
exercise her satire. Lilly and the ‘Baronet
she has almost exhausted ; but you are both
too wise and too good to calt forth her ill-
nature, unless it be yom own faults, as in
the present instance.”

A servant now came to announce' tea;
and Fanny' was by no means sorry that the
voluble girl’s rhapsody was interrupted. For
Philippa was not a character in whom she
could repose confidence; some answer
'would have been expected; and a simple
denial of what she seemed regolved to' be-
lieve, would "only have liid her open td-the

easing loquacity she determined to d:"s-
courage.

" Mrs. Bloomfield, though a'sincet¢ friend,
and, in i'nany respects, *a- valuable ‘worman,
was nét 4 charicter to whom Fan'rry« ‘could
unfold’ her uneasifieds. She’ pbssessed not
" those' tender ' feelings ‘which compassiondee




334 -FANNY PFITZ-YORK.

+litlle troubles and slight . perpléxities; and
any thing Fanny could have confessed, re.
specting Corbett, would have appeared, to
her. capacious mind, as trifling and unim-
portant—as a business, in short, which it re-
quired: only common firmnsss to terminate.
The grand source of her uneasiness, namely,
Leslie’s unaccountgble behaviour, as far’ as
related to his general conduct, the widow
had already pretty freely discussed; but
of Fanny’s cause for sorrow, individually, she
was no fit confidante, since loveyzand all its
delicate involvements, were to her rather
subjects of merriment, than worthy of serious
attention. -

To Lady Milford, then, she determmed td
refer Corb%s insolence, fully persuaded
that no interference less powerful could cope
with ,his persevering, and bighly oﬁ'enswé{
offers. ’

Afier tea, the Duchess proposed’.music, ag
a means of harmonizing the chagtin and un-
easiness too visible -upan the ‘countenances
of some of her younger-inmatés; but go
one seconded the motion, Fanny and Leslie,
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who would heretofore have flown..{0: obey
the suwmmons, . kept their seats, as.ynins
terested.in the proposal, or unconscioys that
it had been made. A silence ensued, each
looking at the other, as if enquiring the
cause; . when Lady Milford, turning to
Fanny, said, “ My dear, . you surely did not
hear the Duchess 2 . :

¢ I beg pardon,” replied our heroine, ¢ for
my inattention. Did your Grace address
any thing to me Ca _

¢« Not individually, my love,” observed the
Duchess. “ But a hint would heretofore
have taken you to.the music-room, and now
a specific proposal is received in silence,
Whence this sudden change > .

« I feel no change,” answered_Fanny, %-in
my redpect for. yeur Grace; nor in my
gesire to conform to the: slightest of }m\n'
wishes.”

“ My only wish,” said, the Dneheas,
reply, £ is to see you all happy.. ;Music-uged
to be the never-failing medium,.and I shoul.d
be sarry to think its power lessened,”.. o

Fanny, taking the arm of Sidney, led the
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way ; and placing her ladyship at the piano,
drew forth her harp, and played a beautiful
accompaniment to those elegant words in
Burgoyne’s comedy of the Heiress, * For
tenderness formed ;" to which the tone of
her mind gavea pathos—an expression never
surpassed by the fascinating Crouch. Leslie
had refused his wiolin ; but on a repetition
of the air, particularly desired by the Duke,
he-crept softly behind Fanny’s chair, and
produced sounds, which made her start, and
turn her head to identify the musician. His
former refusal had not escaped her notice.
Their eyes met=——a glow tinged the cheeks
of each—but it was of momentary duration.
Fanmy’s thoughts reverted to the happy, the
distinguisheg Philippa; and as she proceeded,
the- words were o applicable to her infantile
and ,present feelings, that a tear started to
her eye, and, 'defying all her efforts to dis-
perse it, fell upon' the music-book. ° Leslle,
when' discovered; had advanced upona Fme
with the fair minstrel; he' saw her agita.
tion—observed the' sparkling dvop; stiered
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to seasibilify-mbrushed it off - with his hand«
kgyohipfiivand placed. that-in his bosom. 5~
.JFanny .conduded amid the rapturows:apw
plauses of the company, and Leslie was pre¢
senting :his hand te lead her to-a‘seat, when
Corhett, briskly stepping -forward with ‘the
same intent, the.fopmer sighed, -and  bewing
retired ; - whilst our heroge, with a look of
superiority, mingled with ‘contempt,.walked
proudly past the Captain and seated herself
by Lady Milford. A
Leslie, who. pretended to be lookmg at
the music book Philippa was indastriously
turning over, saw Fanny’s refusal of Cer-
bett’s hand, and the forbidding look which:
accdmpanied it, with undissembled pleasure ;
and was mentally saying .¢.Peghaps:I.am
deceived;” when Philippa ‘whisgéred, in hid:
ear, “ what a little coquette, it .is ¥'. Recalled
by.these words to-2 full sense of the sugwed
indifference with which they had:agreed.to
treat each other before. witpesses, he attx
butgd her disdainful depextment.to angey at
Cerbett’s. ougstepping - thoe bounds; .and
more than ever wondered that duplicity
VOL. 1. . Q
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should gain ‘residence in a bosom, where
truth and innocence seemed to havé taken
up their abode.

Fariny found no opportunity that night of
speaking confidentially to Lady Milford ; and
before the family were assembled to break-
fast, a summons arrived for her Lady;ﬁtp’s
immediate depargure. Lord Milford had
been attacked with his annual fit of the gout,
and so irascible were his feelings, on this
and' similar occasions, that however the
Countess might be engaged, or.at whatever
distance, a courier was dispatched to recal
her ; though when she arrived, he seldom
condescended to see her, much less would he
accept of her services. The Earl was one of
those peevigh beings, and many such there are
ini the world—who cannot bear to sec others
happy, whilst they are the reverse. He was
' now groaning with'pain, and the idea o@us
Lady enjoying ease and :content, was a crime
against the majesty of self; which no forbear-
ance he was master:of could for a moment
reconcile. A¢cordingly a messenger was sent
off with the unwelcome mandate that tore
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her from the<honse of hospitality, 3nd Jeft
her friends to: regret the loss of her so-
clety.

Thus foiled in her wish to seek relief from
Lady Milford, Fanny was left to ask counfel
of her own heart, and to depend upon her
owi}; -judgment to repel the presuming ad-
vances of Corbett. - Norw/a,s she the. only
person whom her Ladyship’s departure filled
with regret. Leslie, trusting to appearances.
against the evidence of Corbett, sometimes
fancied, or4at least wished to fancy, that
Fanny’s engagement was nat so cleazly ascer-
tained, or fully acknowledged as to forbid
all chance of rivalship. The Countess, he
had na doubt, could, and would satisfy him
on these points ; and he-had wrought up his
mind to the momentous enénry, when
her Ladyship’s departure defeated all his
plaps. °Tis true Mrs. .Bloom§eld.: was Miss
Fitz.York’s staunch -friend and advocate;
hut -whether. she was admitted into all
heg; secrets; -or if . she..were, whether she
would divulge them, seemed 2 point much
more doubtful than in the case of Lady

Q2
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‘Milford; who had oftef hinted her wishes
of an alliance 'betwcen the families; and
latterly, seeméd more than commonly hurt
at the estrangement which had taken place.

" After breakfast the company as uspal se-
parated; and finding the room deserted
by all except the widow and hlmseff,»hg ex-
pressed his sorrow at Lady Milford’s depar-
ture, and then turned the conversation to
other subjects. At length, mention being
made of Corbett, he observed, “I fancy the
Captain will soon be married.”

“Perhaps so.” A pause of some mo-
ments, .
““Captain Corbett is a general favourite
with the ladies.”

“I don’t know.” Still there was no en-
cauragement to proceed

¢“Js Miss Fitz-York likely to be marrxed
~soon ?” , %

“ You had better agk her. But pray
what have Captain Corbett and Miss Fitz-
York to do in.common 2. .

“I beg.your pardon,:- I .would not , be
impertinently inquisitiveybut I thought--—-
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¢ That Miss Fitz-York wasa fool ?” ’

“ Quite the contrary. But surely without
any impeachment of the understanding,
Captain Corbett might pretend——"

¢«To what " '

¢ To a lady’s favour.”

“I grant it. But Miss Fitz-York is not to
be classed with ladics in general. She has
discernment above her years, and an under-
standing which enables her to distinguisha |
man of sense from a fool. You from Cor-
bett for instance.”

“You do me honour; but without re-
flecting that women of the strongest tinds
are sometimes captivated by their opposites ;
and that taste is frequently independent ot
judgment,” .

“ I grant, in some casesit is not only inde-
pendent, but runs a course directly contrary ;
Imnce we are led to think the same person
possesses two judgments; one sound and
healthy, the other rickety, puny,and sickly;
else so many ill-assorted matches would not
present themselves, nor men and women of
sense, be yoke-fellows with imbecility and
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*:
deformity of mind. But in ‘thése ill-con-
structed mrriages, you may always trace
a something of lurking weakness in the sen-
sible party, which does not appear to tlie
genéral view ; but may be discovered by a.
nice observer in many of their actions bgmdgs
marriage. Fanny Fitz-York, or I anisyict
deceived, has nothing of this latent feeble-
ness about her; she will chuse with judg-
ment, and how would that be shewn by
preferring such a thing as Corbett ? -

“ He is very handsome.”

“Do handsome men make attentive hus.
binds ? “ rational companions? Instructive
guides? On the contrary, is not their come-
liness » quicksand, in which virtue, honour,
and happiness are engulphed? And what
remaiss to the poor, deluded admirer of
beauty, but mortification and repentance ?

£ Then you really think Miss Fitz-York
has no positive engagement with Captain,
Corbett ¥

¢ To suppose she has any, without speak .
ing of a positive one, Wouldbe an impeach-
ment of her understanding, and degrade
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4
her more, much more, in my opinion, than

any probable occurrence of her life ever
will do.”

Mrs. Bloomfield was now summoned to
her Grace’s dressing room ; and Leslie with
a heart lightened of half its load, was medi-
tatipg i the perfections of Fanny, and the
probability there yet existed of calling suth
perfection his own, when she entered the
rooa ia search of Mrs. Blogmfield. Not
sceing her, she was retiring, when Leslie, in
accents the most gentle, hoped the sight of
him did not hasten her away,

“ No, Sir. I came in search of my friend,
Mrs, Bloomfield, but she having vanished, I
cannot under any possible pretence intrude
upon you.”

¢ The time has been, when Miss Fitz-York
would have addressed me with less cere-
mony.” '

. “You are right, Sir. The time has been
when you set me the ezimple; and now
1 am only following your lead.”

% Butif Iam permitted to tetut‘;n to hours
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of j’ﬁonﬁdqugtand friendship ;. can you~will
you admit.me, to our former.intimacy-?” +

Fanny felt humbled by the request. She
had too much proper pride to be the slave
of any man’s caprice; and what but caprice
had governed his former neglect, or present
hopes of favour?

Assuming as much digrity as her. slxght
figure would allow ; and with a seriousncss
of aspect foreign to her usual character, she
replied, ¢ No, Sir! The link is severed which
united us in confidence and friendship—
severed by an act of your own free-will, to
which I was no more accessary than I will be
to its reunion. For how could I be assured
that your instability would not subject me
again to mortification, and the wondering
animadversions of our society ? Once I have
borne both of these, but it shall be my own
fault if they are renewed.” She then has-
tily retired to her own room, lest the tears
fast rising to her’'eyes should discover weak-
ness, or their suppression increase the throby,
bing of her heart to agony. 5“:

Leslie’s ruminations after her departu;e
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were of 2 Inixed naturé, pleasint and pain- -
ful; for had not Mrs.-Bloomfield said.no
engagement. subsisted between her and Cor.
bett? and yet could a female of delicacy :cor-
respond with a young—a fascinating—a vain
man, under circumstances less binding? And
undgr “what other pretence could Corbett
write to and receiving letters from Lady
Ann ? These were staggering facts, corrobora-
ted by the Captain’s own confession ; against
which he had Mrs. Bloomfield’s assurance,
and Fanny’s general conduct; but might
not the widow be deccived by the ‘same arts
which imposed upon others ! She only spoke
in general terms ; and these were too 'vague
to substantiate the non-engagement, or to
confirm the indifference of our heroine. -
These meditations were interupted bv Phi-
lippa who seeing Fanny at the window of her
own apartment, beckoned to Leslie to join her
in the garden. . This invitation he could not
with politeness refuse ; and sliding her arm
within his, they promenaded within sight of
the house, . Fanny had retired from the
window on the first view of a junction so

Q3
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woundihg tb her feelings, nor again'appeared
in view, though she wasan unseen observer
of their motions.
Philippa’s sole aith at present bemg to alien-
. ate the hearts of Leslie and Fanny, shéwather
strove to depfeciate her rival, thanto recom-
mend herself. For this purpose, she painted
the scene in the Conservatory, in which
according to her own tale our heroinc appear-
ed in a ludicrous point of view—a mixture
of prude and coquette—-one moment own-
ing Corbett’s power, the next denying it.
“From which I plainly sce,” she added, * that
if a better match offers, the poor Captain may
seck the Willow shade, unless he resolve to
conquer an attachment, from which he
can promise himself no solid happiness.”
Lesliec made no reply; on which Philippa
continued, “T attribute the poor thing's
childi-h conduct to her strange education,
rathcr than to any natural defect of temper,
or moral. Secluded from society, and to.
tally unacquainted with its usages, no w
dcr the first pretty fellow who whispers the’
t.le of love should be successful ; though, if
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I mistake not she would gladly recall her
vows, to catch a. title more imposing than
that of Captain’s Lady.” cie, o :
Philippa, like many mhers in their attempts
to killcharacter, overshot her mark. Leslie .
had studied Fanny too closely, to be all at
once:warped in his opinion by the report
of gkhers; particularly one who had latterly
betfayed an envious jealousy of attainments
surpassing-her own. Far from thinking her
ruined by seclusion, and a private education;
he attributed many of her virtues, and the
excess of her accomplishments to that source ;
and was too well assured of her sound judg-
ment, and excellent understanding, toallowfor
3 moment that she could be the uostable, fluc-
tuatingtrifler Philippa had painted. An earnest
desire to do justice, even to an enemy, and
to. support the reputaticn of a slandered
absentee, though an object of indifference,
were amiable traits in the character of Leslie.
Could he then hear the female whose unri-
lled excellence, both of person and mind,
de every other woman sink in the com-
parison, aspersed, without attempting her
vindication? Impossible ! Turning, there.
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fore with 2 Jaok. of severity to Philippa, he
replied, “I have atfendgd, Miss Heathcote, . to
your ill-natured and unfounded slandér
for slander I must call any attempt to depre-
ciate the character of, an absent person; and.
cannot resist wthe justice which demands a
refutation. .

“Miss Fitz-York, in my opinion, is noggaly
in appeatince, but rcally ome of the |
perfect of nature’s works. Faultless in per-
son—unsullied in mind—superior in under-
standing—and unrivalled in accomplish-
ments; the childish instability you attri-
bute to her, would be as unnatural an
incongruity, as the expectation of extracting
dress from pure gold, or mud from clear,
unadulterated water. If Miss Fitz-York be
sttached ta Captain Corbett, of which Ihave
iy doubts, .’tis an attachment on principle ; -
for no.light caprice will ever govern sucha .
mind; and, therefore, it cannot be subject to
the arts cf coquetry, or the prude’s more.
dapgerom wiles. Iknow not, Philippa, Why
you. have taken so much pains te impose upon
me ; but whatever was  your mative, it will
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be motnﬁcatlon enough to know, that your
cfforts have had an effect directly contrary ;
and if Corbett was your adviser, he had best
beware how he ‘perseveres in a conduct,
whichawill in the end cover him with shame,

Philippa, exasperated beyold all former
bounds by Leslie’s scvere reproof, and the
haughty manner in which heleft her, sought
her adviser; when they agreed, after
considering the matter pro and con ; that as
Talbot was proof against their arts, they
would' turn them more decidedly against
Fanny ; whose pride, which these confederates
denominated excessive; would aid their
plans of separation as effectually, and with
less danger to themselves.

Leslie found himself so.much seftened to-
wards Fanny by Mrs. Bloomfield’s discourse,
added to the interest which arose from de-
fending her ; that he was in the dining par-
lour before any of the party, resolved to
claim -his former seat, and maintain it against
all opposition. As the widow advanced, he
bowed, and smiling begged - leave to resume
his envied station. * I have no legal right,”
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she replied “to assent or refuse, but will-for
once usurp one, and say you are welcomg.”
Fanny did not enter the room until they had
alltaken their places, and started:-on beholding
young Taibot seated by Jer friend, and
talking with #fhusual animation.

“This,” she mentally exclaimed, “is a conti-
.nuationgf his morning’s presumption, whichl
should deserve, were I to countenance.” Then
advancing towards Philippa, she said ¢« will
you Miss Heathcote have any material objec-
tion to exchange seats? a teazing head ache
makes me dread facing the light, which. pro-
bably you can encounter without inconveni-
ance. :

“-Certainly,” replied Philippa, ¢ any thing
to accommodate the peerless Frances,” glanc-
ing spitefully at Leslie. “But bless me,
child,” she added, * your-eyes are red and
" swelldd, had you not better take dinner in
your own apartment ” Nothing could have
beenless desired than this observation. Fanng
boped by avoiding the light, to conceal the
tod vis.ble trace of tears—tedrs whiclizghe
could not rationally account for:. But now,
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all eyes were turned upon her, and“every
tongue engaged in multiplying questions and
advice. "All tongues did I say ? no, not all¥
Leslic opened not his lips : but anxiety and
solicitéde were painted on his countenance;
and he inwardly pondered on Fhe cause that
could draw tearsfrom her, who in the world’s
estimation, had so much reason te.Be happy.
Had he any share in the grief? was the
question uppermost in his thoughts,  The
idea that he had gained an interest in her fair
bosom, next occurred, and the possibility was
hailed with rapture. '
Fanny, to confirm her assurance that all
~was well except a siight head-ache, endea-
voured to eat and talk cheerfully, but every
attempt to swallow, was attended with loath-
ing, and her spirits were unequal t6 conver-
sation. The company in general had too
much. politeness to notice either her whnt of
appetite, or the invincible dejection of her
manner ; but Philippa, who delighted to*
teaze', arid mortify one ' whose superiority .
she was forced to acknowledge annoyed her
by vulgar astonishinent at the why, and the
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wherefore; and ill-repressed triumph, when
she found her questions'productive of embar-
rassment, or too perplexing to admit of a
direct answer.

For some time Mrs. Bloogpfield heard and
saw with silent attention. But when
Philippa recommended a sprig of kearts case,
with which the jelly was ornamented, asa spe-
cific for swelled eyes, and loss of appetite,
the widow, with much asperity of manner,
said ¢ Miss Heathcote, you have amused your-
self during dinner, with questions, inuendos,
and remarks, applied directly, or indirectly,
to my young friend; as a new methad, I
suppose, of alleviating her indisposition ; for
I should be very sorry to think you had any
wish to increase it. 'The hearts ease you
took such pains to recommend, Miss Fitz-
York is amply supplied with, by conscious
rectityde of conduct, and firm integrity of
snul. I thereforc beg leave to compliment
«you with it, as the sovereign remedy in all
cases of envy, ill nature, and jealousy. If
any, of your friends are tormented with these
matadies, tell them the wonderful virtues of
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Lear'ts ease. ‘will temper their'.acerbity, . and
finally - eradicate " them :from ¢ the , human,
mind.” . . . . ep0 S
A dead silence followed this remark:-
Thosevwho thoyght Philippa injured by it,
weré too powerless to take her -part against
so strong an adversary; and their Graces
were not sorry such a check had been given
to her illtimed flippancy. Fanny, from
whom she deserved no pity, was hurt:at the
widow’s severity ; and, with the smile of a
scraph, said, * Miss Heathcote’s well-meant
endeavour to rouse my supineness, would,
doubtless, have had the desired effect in a case
merely mental; but bodily pain will not fly
before raillery; and this little flower—her
present—shall be preserved as a shield to
counteract any attempt to dispossess my
heart of that ease it now values: itself upom”
"Leslie involuntarily bowed -his hedd, "in
token of approbation.; The-Duke, whose
neighbour she was, pressed -her hand ‘to his
hp,s--whxlst the Duchess, with an approviag
smile; exclaimed;: “Such. sweetness of dispo-
sition is the best seeurity that.I am acquaint-
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ed with for hearts-ease; and yet, that will
not always insure it. Buf though, as frail
mortals, we cannot command success, there
is great consolation in knowing we deserve
it; and that consolation, 1 foresee, will
never abandon Miss Fitz-York.” Her Grace
then recommended a stroll, in preference to
the music-room ; “ because,” she added,
“if our lovely friend be caught within the
precincts of the latter, we shall indubitably
trespass upon her talents, and singing is a bad
panacea for the head-ache.”

. Fanny seized Mrs, Bloomfield’s arm, and
requesting to walk under her pratection,
they took a path seldom frequented by the
family. They had not proceeded far, when
Leslie, with folded arms, slowly approached
from a side avenue; and hoping Miss Fitz.
York had received benefit from the air,
would have passed on, had not the widow,
-in- her accustomed unceremonious manner,
bawled out, ¢ Pray, Mr, Talbot, have ypu
ever asked Miss Fitz-York the 1mp0rt§nt
question you put ta me?” .

. % Madam!™
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“ You recollect I referred you to.her as
the'‘most proper person to ascertain the fact
you $eemed 5o anxious about.”” '

%1 remember asking a question in the
course of commgn conversation ; which had
I proposed to Miss Fitz-York, would have
becn both rude and impertinent.” - ‘

“ If the question to myself would have
been rude,” said Fanny, with spirit, ¢ some
degree of imperiinence must attach, when
proposed to a third person.”

“ Oh no, my dear,” replied the widow.
% There is a wonderful difference between
speaking of and # a person. For instance,
Mr. Talbot might ask me, if I did not think
vou extremely plain and ill-tempered; but
had he proposed the same quete to yourself,
he would have been hooted by all the vo-
tames of politeness, from my Lord Chester-
" field to our clerical Adonis, the white-handed,
taper-fingered Lillyman. But this is playing
abaut#thie bush. Pray, my dear, are you
gajhl to be married

« Me, Madam!” : ‘

* Yes, you, child. Ido not ask for my
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own information, but for the edification of
this modest gcntleman

% My decision cannot be of the smallest
importance to Mr, Talbot.”

“ Yes, it js; for he intends, I believe, to
offer himself to Captain Corbett as groom’s-
man on the occasion.”

“ On what occasion ?’

“Bless me! How dull you are. On the
occasion of your marriage with Captain
Corbett, to be sure.”

“ Has Captain Corbett dared to insi-
nuate ?” said Fanny, warmly. “But no !
It is imposible he should.”

«“If it would seriously offend you, I
should think it, indeed, 1mposs1ble,” ob-
served Leslie. -

« Offend!” replied Fanny. “ I could
never overlook such duplicity., Nor would
Lady Ann and my guardian ever again coun-

tenance a man, who, contrary to'my express
declaration, has the insolence to speakghqyv-
ever indirectly, of one, to whose smallest
favour he has, in fact, so few claims.”
_“ Not one, by heaven!” ‘ejaculated Leslie,
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with strong emotion. ¢ Indeed, I know not
the man who could’ lay on the score of
merit, to the favour of Miss Fitz-York.,”

Leslie’s warmth, and the animation which
sparkled in his.eye, gave a momentary plea-
sure to our heroine. But her evil genius,
in the ideal form of Philippa, interrupted
every felicitous sensation; and, with a sigh
of regret, that her wayward heart was be-
stowed on one, whose best affections were in
the possession of another, she turned away,
and pursued her solitary walk.

Mean while, Leslie and the widow, who
could on no rational ground account for her
abrupt departure, continued the conversa-
tion ; the one believing she repented her pre-
mature, but not less binding, engagement
with Corbett ; the other, positively asserting,
that no such engagement existed, or ever
would exist.

Fanny had reached the extent of the shady
avenile, and was turning to retrace her steps,
when voices in an adjoining walk disturbed
her reverie. The person then speaking was
evidently Philippa; and, to convince her of
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her entire forgiveness, she was meditating a
junction, when the hated accents of Corbett
struck upon her ear, af set aside her inten-
tion. Instead of joining them, her only wish
now was to remain unnoticed; and stopping
a moment to observe which way they bent
their course, that her own movements might
be governed by theirs, she heard Philippa
say, “ I have no fears on my own account.
I know Leslie too well to doubt either his
honour or his .love; but I cannot help feel-
ing for Miss Fitz-York’s youth and unpro-
tected situation. Lady Apn was highly
blameable in trusting so young and -vain a
girl to her own inexperience ; though her
motive for sending her here may be easily
accounted for. She would have no objec-
tion to. ally her own decayed nobility to a
dukedom ; and the daughter plays her part
in the mother’s ambitious project to admira-
-tion. . But all her arts, and she began. .to
practise them from the moment she entered
the house, will avail nething with Leslie 3 he
may pity her, and who can help it? but his
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attachment to me commenced in our child.
hood, and has increased with our years.” -
Fanny’s feclings, diring this artful speech,
may be better conccived’ than expressed.
Was it to be endured, that Lady Ann—the
best of women-—the most exemplary:of pa-
rents—should be’ supposed capable of laying
plans for her daughtér’s elevation ? . Ard
that that daughter should become an object
of pity, not merely to Miss' Heathcote, but
to Leslie himself? There was distraction in
the thought! Young Talbot’s late conduct,
then, was the gesult of compassion. ' He
felt for the presumed love-sick girl, and-took
that method of crushing her hopes. ~ Pride
was Fanny's ruling passion. Not that ‘pride
which rendered Lord Milford dnd: Lady
Mountcastle so unamiable ; but the pride of
conscious integrity—-the pride of virtue and
hereditary honour. — These  swelled - her
young heart, and elevated her form untiloft
became almost as ‘majestic a5 her mother’s
would have been on a simlar occasion. = -
'The precious pair, having distilled their
Jpoison into Fanny’s ear, walked away. at the
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close of Philippa’s speech; but the victim of
their deceptive arts remained riveted to the
spot. Her first determination was to write
to Lady Ann to recall her; but in so doing,
she must explain her reasons; and that,
compassion to her mother’s feelings would
for ever prevent. Besides, the Duke, the
the Duchess, and their lovely daughters’
kindness and attention merited all her
praise; and whilst her society contributed
to their happiness, it would be ungrateful
to withdraw herself voluntarily. ¢ No,”
she continued mentally, I will remain, and
convince the misjudging lovers, that I am
neither a vain nor a weak girl! That my
beloved mother has formed no plans of am.
bition! And that the Duke of Newland’s
heir is not more decidedly indifferent to-
wards Fanny Fitz-York, than she o
Herg a deep sigh interrupted the current *of
.her thoughts ; but it seemed to afford relief
to her oppressed mind; and she concluded
her cogitations wish a firm determmatnon%o
think no more of Leslie,
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CHAPR. X.

THE RACES—LITTLE WATTY—AND A
WELCOME ARRIVAL!

WHEN Fanny entered the drawing-room,
she found her noble hosts iéie-d-téte; and
answered their kind enquiries, by an assur-
ance that music, if their Graces were so
disposed, would complete her cure. The
proposal was too agreeable to be disputed,
and the trio were deeply engaged in a glee,
when the rest of the family dropped in.
Leslie drew near to our. heroine, and as the
last note died away, said, in a low voice,
¢ How good and amiable you are, to sacrifice
your own ease to the happincss of others.”

These few words applied so peculiarly to
Fanny’s late feelings, that she -overlooked
their real meaning; and turning hastily, was

VOL, 1I. *r
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going to disavow all sacrifice, when Corbett,
who bad stationed himself on the other side,
added, “ Every one must yield to Miss
Fitz-York in the art of pleasing.”

¢ The art of pleasing !’ said Philippa. « A
good distinction, Corbett. But give me the
woman who is pleasing without art.”

Fanny felt the implication ; but, conscious
of not deserving it, fixed her penetrating
eye upon the spegker, whose countenance
fell beneath her gaze. Corbett saw the look,
and confessing its power, replied, ¢ Really,
Miss Heathcote, you have strained iy words
into a meaning they were never meant to
convey ; nor is it possible they can be so
construed when applied to Miss Fitz-York.”

¢ Bravo |” said Sir Laurence.

¢ Bravissimo !’ added Lillyman.

“ What are you all about !” asked pretty
Miss Auburn, advancing. ¢

“ Aye,—What -are you all about, good
folks # echoed Mr«. Bloomfield. .

“ We werc speakiug of the Arts, ma-
dam,” ansWered Corbett.

“ Iw,all ?” said the widow. ¢ I vow,
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from the rapturous exclamations of the Ba-
ronet, and his no less scientific friend, I
thought your subject had been cookery, or
cosmetics. Pray which of the Arts were
they applauding

¢ The art of pleasing,” said Philippa.

“Have they any pretensions?” asked
the teasing widow. T should be glad of
information in the affirmative, for the no-
velty of the thing; for I never yet discovered
any. Miss Fitz-York, you ran away from
us this evening. No appointment, I hope,
with any of these gallants ?”

“ My dear madam,” replied Fanny, smile’
ing,  you do not kope, you are certain”

“Yes! I am certain, that my beau wished
the o/d woman at Jericho, that he might fol-
low the young one.”

Fanny, to put an end to the conversation,
struck up a favourite dance, which first set
the heads of the compan)’r in motion, and
afterwards their heels; for they formed into
couples and danced away théir animosity.

Burford races, which the Duke always
made a point of attending, were drawing

R 2
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near ; and, as Fanny had never been present
at an amusement of that nature, many new
scenes were anticipated, which she hoped
xmght draw her thoughts from a subject, it
was no less her interest than her inclination
to abandoy. This was a difficult task, whilst
cach hour presented Leslie to her view,
adorned with every manly grace and virtue.
He was one of those characters who shine
with resplendent lustre in a domestic circle.
To the Duke and Duchess he was dutiful
and attentive; to his cousins, affectionate
and polite; to the household, considerate
and kind ; to the visitors, uniformly assidu-
ous to conciliate and amuse ; and, surely, no
person possessed that art in greater perfec-
tion than Leslie Talbot; for in addition to
his talents as a man of genius, strongly sup-
ported by education and.travel, he attached
a sprightliness of manner, which rendered
even juvenile amusements interesting, and
could descend to playfulness with a gracg
few of his compeers could equal.

To see him every day, and all day long ;
to hear the dulcet harmony of his voice—
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never so perfectly sweet as when addressing
herself—without appreciating talents so ex-
clusively his own,—would have betrayed a
want of discernment, an indifference to me-
rit, which falls to the lot only of those who
want sense to distinguish perfection, or are
too selfish to allow it to any but themselves.
But Leslie was now a forbidden good ; and
it was her duty to struggle against a par-
tiality, which could produce nothing but
misery.

Lady Ann had sedulously warned her
against that enervating weakness, which
some young girls encourage, to the destruc-
tion of health and morals, She had been
taught, that to will and to do were syno-
nymous. Fanny had found this doctrine
experimentally just, as far as experience had
hitherto reached; and, if to resolve be to
accomplish in small things, why not in all ?

This style of argument will be scouted by
those damsels deeply read in romance, who
chuse constancy for thejr motto, and are
ready to sacrifice every thing to love, But
Fanny’s education, and the maxims of her
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mother had stamped her, not only a reason-
able, but a reasoning creature ; and this rea-
soning taught lLer, that unattainable good, if
not viewed through the medium of pru-
dence, is, in fact, evil in disguise, and will,
soon or late, crush the being who does not
flce before it,

During the race-week, Leslic would, doubt-
less, have engagements, which would divide,
if they did not cstrange him from the family
party; and at the end of that period she
hoped to receive a summons from her be-
loved mother; to whom,. and Rosette, in
e gweet retirement of Tremorne, she
louked for the restoration of that peace, her
visit into Oxfordshire had for a time de-
stroyed,

The carriages were at the door to convey
them to Burford Downs, when a dlﬂiculty
arose about the order of their going, l*anny
had previously petitioned Mrs. Bloomfield to
permit her to occupy the vacant seat in her,,
chariot; but this his Grace positively for-
bade. “ What would the admirers of beauty
say,” he observed, ¢*if they knew the flower of
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our party was cooped up in a close carriage ?
I am too proud of such an assemblage of
youth and loveliness to conceal one of you.
‘There are two open carriages, and I would
_wish them occupied by——Ilet me see, how
"many young folks have I? There are four
of my own family, Miss Fitz-York and Miss
Auburn make six, you three gentlemen
figure as equestrians, I believe, so there will
be four for the landau, and if Miss Fitz.York
would grace Leslie’s curricle—-"

“If Miss Fitz-York would so far honour
me,” interrupted young Talbot, his whole
countenance glowing with the idea.

“Since you will not permit her to go
with me,” said Mrs. Bloomfield, “ I am
sure, Fanny, you can have no objection to
his Grace’s arrangement.”

. * If Miss Heathcote would permit me to
take her seat in the landau,” replied Fanny,
modestly, “ I think it would be more proper,
—1I am sure it would-be mare agreeable.”

Leslie sighed as ke offered his hand to Phi-
lippa; but the Duke again interfering, asked
Miss Auburn if she had any pariicular ob-
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Jection to his nephew’s society? “ If you
have, my dear, copy Miss Fitz-York’s can-
dour; for 1 should be sorry to force any
young lady’s inclination; though there are
few, I am proud to say, who would not
think themselves honoured by his attention.”
His Grace spoke with an air of pique, for
Talbot was his delight, and he thought no
young woman, however exalted her rauk,
but ought to be gratified by his notice.

Little Auburn, with a dimpled smile, as-
cended the curricle—Philippa, highly mor-
tified, seated herself by Fanny in the ba-
rouche, opposite the two Ladies Talbot—and
Mrs. Bloomfield, deprived of her companion,
preferred a seat in the Duke’s coach, in which
likewise Mr. Crayon the artist was accommo-
dated. The races werc well attended. All
the beauty and fashion of Oxfordshire, and
some of the surrounding counties, graced
thé Downs, and our heroine found much to
admire in 2 scene so ahimating ; for every
body seemed happy, and happiness, or rather
its semblance, is contagious. - The Duke’s
resentment ceased, the moment he had given
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it utterance ; and as the carriages drew up
close to each other, they conversed with ease
and freedom. All the neighbouring nobility
paid their respects ; and Fanny could not
help wondering, that amidst such a motley
"concourse of people, she should not recognise
one familiar countenance ; without immedi-
ately considering that her society had been
too circumscribed to admit a probability of
meeting one of the few at Burford races.
The Duke had secured apartments at the.
head Inn, where they dined, and in the even-
ing, all was bustle and preparation for the
ball. Leslic was too much hurt by Fanny’s
pointed refusal in the morning, to subject
himself to the like mortification. Accord-
ingly he led out the pretty Auburn, whilst.
our heroine was under the disagreeable neces-
sity of accepting the offered hand of Corbett,
or sitting still the whole evening ; and though
the latter would have been highly preferable,
she wanted courage to®encounter the raillery
and animadversions, such a smgularlty would
have drawn upon her. The Ladies. Albina
and Sidney were taken out by the two sons
R 3
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+
of a neighbouring Peer, and Philippa fell to
the lot of the soulless Sir Laurence. Lillys
man, thus left to seek a stranger, picked up“
a little lively brunctte, whose tongue kept
pace with her heels; and ’‘ere they had
reached the bottom of the set, she had talked
and danced herself completelyout of breath.
Fanny, on the contrary, was spiritless and
lost in thought. Leslie had never addressed
her since the morning ; but why he should
be displeased at a circumstance which in-
volved Zis happiness cqually with ker peace
she could not imagine. ¢ Had I not made
that a prior consideration,” she continued
mentally, ¢ Ishould not have proposed Phi-
lippa, in preference to Miss Auburn, as the
companion of his drive; and surcly it was
not my fault that the Duke disappointed
kim any more than I could be answerable
for hi§ Grace’s original proposal. I had no
desire to usurp another’s rights ; and though
Miss Heathcote taxed me with’ vanity and
art; they shall never be exerted to her de-
triment, or to engraft Lady Ann Fits-York's
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decayed nobility upon the noble stock of New-
land.” ,

These, and rmany more unpleasant reflec-
tions crowded upon her mind to the destruc-
tion of every thing like pleasurc; and the
calm, peaceful years spent at dear Tremorne,
passed in review before her, like the ghosts
of departed happiness,

At length, the first two dances ended ; and
to avoid being taken out for the next set,
she sought her Grace and Mrs. Bloomfield in
an adjacent apartment. But fresh mortifica-
tion awaited her, for crossing the passage she
encountered ' ensign Gaskell ; the identical
little Watty, whose juvenile tricks, and more
adult actions, bad left a very unfavourable
impression upon her mind. Modesty was
never one of Gaskell’s virtues, but a year
spent amongst the most dissolute of his
corps, for no man of sense or refinement
would associate with him, had made him
more vain,'more impertinent, more presum-
ing.. Fanny would have passed him, but
the little. insolent, seeing her apparently
without a party, seized both her hands, and
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with a rude stare, congratulated himself on
thus fortunately meeting a *near neighbour.
I have been peeping about,” he continued,
¢ for a face that I knew ; when the hand-
somest girlin the place pops upon me, in time
Thope to begin the next dance.”

Fanny vainly endeavoured to release her
hands; his grasp was too powerful for all
her efforts to resist ; and the proud disdain
which animated her features, he either did
not, or would not understand. When how-
ever he mentioned her so unceremoniously,
as his partner in the dance, she felt all the dig-
nity of the Grosvenors rush into her veins ;
and Lady Mountcastle herself, could not
have looked with more haughty superiority.
¢ Mr, Gaskell,” she replied, ¢ the rude and
vulgar familiarity of your words and actions,
Tam not now to learn; though I scarcely
suspected T should again have been the object
of them. Iam sorry, for your worthy fa-
ther's sake, that]years and a knewledge of «
the world, have not corrected those offensive
traits of character, which marked your boy-
ish days; and must beg leave to observe,
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that a near, and intimate acquainta;lee, could
scarcely warrant the freedom of your man-
ners; but that from an almost stranger, they
arg equally indecorous and repulsive. I hope
Iam now at liberty to join my friends; if
you decide otherwise, I must have recourse,
however unpleasantly, to that protection,
you will not dare dispute.”

“What! you have not forgot your he-
roics, my dainty fair one;” cried he with a
sneer: ¢ but Harry Tudor is not now within
call, and if he were, I am by this time
above a match for him. 'We gentlemen of
the army are up to boxing as well as the
broad sword; and woe betide that slim
spark, if ever he comes across me again.
But I hear the fiddles, and I am sure you
wont be so unneighbourly as to refuse my
hand. I'ma prime dancer now; we gentle-
men of the army are in full practice, and I
should not wonder if you are the envy of
every girl*in the room.” “I do not wish on
any .occasion to excite envy ; but in the pre-
sent instance, it would be attended with a
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mortification I cannot encounter; so pray
release me,” Y

“Is your hand engaged?’ said Gaskell.
An aflirmative was on the tip.of her tongue,
but accustomed from infancy, never to
swerve from the strict line of truth, she
could not reconcile a departure from it, even
to save herself from mortification. She there.,
fore, rcluctantly, answered in the negative,
at the same time adding, ¢“she did not mecan
to join the next set.”

¢t \What you are tired are you? we gen-
tlemen' of the army are never tired with
dancing, andI am at your call whenever you
think proper to command me.”

Fanny glad to be released, and now first
seeing the impropriety of leaving the ball-
room alone, glided to the back of her Grace’s
chair ; who, with the Duke, Mrs. Bloom-
field, ard an elderly gentleman she had
frequently seen at the Abbey were engaged:
in a rubber. ) ‘

After the usual questions, Fanny was asked
the reason of her idleness? ¢“1 hope,” added
the Duke ¢ there is no scarcity of beaux?”
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¢ No, my Lord Duke, I believe not,” re«
plied ¥Fanny. "¢ But the quiet of this apart-
ment is a great relief, after the distracting
noise of the ball.room.”

“ Wonders never ccase!” exclaimed the
Widow. “S8ince when, my dear Fanny,
has a ball-ropm been a scene of distraction @
Come, be honest, confess, you have had a
disagreeable partner.”

¢ I danced with Captain Corbett, madam.”

¢ Duchess,” asked Mrs. Bloomficld, ¢ can
you tell from Miss Fitz-York’s answer, whe-
thershe was pleasantly situated in the dance,
or the contrary ?”

¢ Not from her words,” replied her
Grace; ¢ but one may make a shrewd guess
from her leaving the ball-room at this critical
moment—"

“Well I said the widow.

¢ That she was so delighted with the Cap-
tain, no one was thought worthy of succeed-
ing him.™

% Is her Grace right, Fanny ?”

¢ Quite the contrary.” :

¢ Quite the contrary means, that you were
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so disgusted, you want courage to make a se-
cond trial.” s

¢ Is there no medium between delight and
disgust ?” asked Fanny. ‘None,” answered
the Widow, ¢ that should induce a lively
young woman to prefer our society ta the
mirth-inspiring sound of the tabor.”

¢ Ohyes! one.”

% Name it.” .

¢ That your society is more charming than
music ;~—more enlivening than the dance ;—
and more. improving than any thing I have
heard in the ball-room.” .

Then perhaps. you intend to remain
with this charming—enlivening—improv-
ing party ?” said the Widow. ¢ If so,
I hope the Duke has made his will, for he
may expect a dozen challenges at least, from
men who will naturally lay your preference
to the door of his attractions,” «If Miss
Fitz-York allows me the honor of being her
champion,” said his Grace, it wiil be my.
pride to defend her with all ‘the skill I am
master of.”
. “ Your Grace is witness,” said Fanny,
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addressing the Duchess, “ to this- gallant
declaration, whith 1 shall certainly call into
action the first favourable opportunity.”

Sir Laurencexwith his usual listlessness
strolled into the room, deputed by Lady Sid-
ney, to enquire the motive of our heroine’s
desertion ; and to request, on his own behalf,
the honour of her hand for the two succeed-
ing dances.

The Duke saw dissatisfaction in Fanny’s
countenance, bt having no idea that it pro-
ceeded from a dread of being claimed by
Gaslell, naterally attsibuted it to her dislike
of the present offer ; crd to release her from
it, replied “when Miss Fitz-York is again
disposed to join the dance, she is engaged to
me, Sir Laurence. *[is so understood I believe
my dear.” ¢ Certainly. With pleasure, if
your Grace wishes it.” For Gaskell she knew
would not contend against so powerful acom-
petitor; and the rubber being finished, Sir
Laurence was prevailed upon to take the
Duke’s seat, whilst he led his fair partner to
the ball room. Couples were forming for the
next sct as they entered; and Watty no
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sooner saw eur heroine, than he brushed vp -
to her, and familiarly enquired if she was
ready? *For what?!” enquired his Grace.

¢For a caper, old boy. The pretty Fanny
is engaged to me.” The Duke’s enquiring

'countenance was fixed upon our heroine,

when the coxcomb added, “ Yox don’t
presume to dance, I hope, with those gouty
legs?”

% Where would be the presumption, if this
lady be sat’siied '

“ That lady, sir, I told you before, is enga-
ged to me, sir.” said Watty, scrutinizing his
antagonist, who from his age he thought he
might safely bully.

“No, sir,” said the Duke calmly, *she has
promised her hand to me, and you will par-
don me, if I do not easily relinquish it.”

¢ And who the d—1 are you, Sir.” .

The, foregoing part of this dialogue had
been unheard, except by the party interested.
But Gaskell’s last words were uttcred withw
such loud defiance, that several gentlemen
rushed to the spot, amongst the rest Leslie.
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“For heaven’s sake, my dear sir,” said he,
 what s the fftter ?” ~ '
¢ Oh! nothing; ouly this young soldier
wants to wrest gay partner from me, on the
plea that old men have no business to dance.
But unless Miss Fitz-York fortid it, I am
determined to keep my post, and not to be
bullied out nf my right.” :

¢ Bullicd, Sir!” ecchoed Walter, « Such’
another word, and I'll pin vou to the wall.
We gentlemen of the army are not to be in~
sulted with impunity.”

¢ Do you know who you are speakmg to?”
said a by-stander, in a low voice. “ Yes,”
replied Gaskell in a threatening tone, and
not clearly comprehending the question; I
am speaking to that little old. man, whose
dancing days are long gone by.”

“ You are speaking thus insolently,” said
Leslie, “to the Duke of Newland; and
unless you ask his Grace's pardon immedi-
ately, you must answer it to me.”

Gaskell’s countenance, before red with
passion, now became pale through fear. To
affront a Duke was, in his estimation, little
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short of high-treason—a crimenever to befor-
given. But when he understood from Leslie’s
words, that begging pardon was all he re-
quired, hestammered out anapology, couched
in terms the most servile and humiliating,
in the midst of which the Duke and his
friends walked away, and Watty, covered with
shame and confusion, mounted his horse,
and left the gaieties, of Burford to those
better calculited to shine in the vortex of
fashion and grod breeding.

Fanny having exphined the cause of the
foregoing scene, added, “you see ’tis dan-
gerous, my Lord Duke to make rash vows,
‘When you engaged yourself as my champion,
there was little probability of your valour
being so soon called into action ; but if you
can pardon the origin of all this bustle, I
shall never forgive myselffor subjecting your
grace to insult and impertinence.”

“My dear child,” replied the Duke, I
feel no anger against the boy ; and honestly -
confess I should, at his age, have struggled
hard to retain my pretensions to so lovely a
partner, Iam only vexed that Leslie should
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give the business a consequence it.by no
means deserved, by his interference.

“My dear Sir! could I have done less
when [ heard ygu insulted 2 ¢ Yes, Talbot,
you should have looked upon the lad with
the contempt Idid; and that would have
induced you to do nothing but laugh at the
little warrior’s pucrile passion.”

As the company had by this time formed
into dancing order, the Duke led his lovely
partner to the top of the room. His Grace
had formerly been celebrated at St. James’s,
as the finest dancer, and the best-bred man
of his day. Age had rendered his limbs less
elastic, but he might still have vied with
many a younger man; and Fanny moved
with a grace and vivacity so, enchanting—
so different from her former essay—that
Philippa, as she passed, congratulated her
“partner on having ¢ warmed the clod into
life.”

The Duke frowned, and would have
shown greater marks of disapprobation, had
not Leslie at that moment presented his hand
in the figure ; when the frown was converted
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into 4 smile so gracious, that'its influence
was felt by our heroine. “ Am not Ithe
envy of the room ?” asked the Duke.

“J am glad,” replicd Leslie, “ to see you
happy, my Lord.”

% But you don’t envy me?”

“How can I, with so fair a partner of my
own X The genuine politeness of this reply
satisfied all' parties; and as Fanny declined
cvery succeeding offer, she was not sorry
when the carriages werc announced to convey
them back to the Abbey.

-The following day, Leslie, witheut assign-
ing a reason, declared his intention of join--
ing the Equestrian party. Philippa had built
her hopes upon being his companion in the
curricle, from, an idca that he would not
like to be seen two succeeding days with
the same lady; and this unlooked for
determination mortified her to the quick;
for ‘was it not done with a view toavoid her
company ? There was madness in the thought,
and the little syren, who had defeated her san.
guine expectattonsof rank and precedence, for
happiness was never brought into the scale-—



FPANNY FITZ-YORK. 333

become an object of confirmed antipathy.
Yet so perfect was she in the art of hypo-
crisy, that no one suspected her capable of
more than® little mischievous raillery, and
that Fanny shared in common with others,
The Duke, with whom Leslie’s will was a
law, made no objection to this new arrange-
ment; but requested the honour of driving
our heroine in the forsaken curricle? This
she frankly acceded too, and found her
consequence not a little heightened, by the
flattering  distinction.  On the preceding
day; many of both sexes fixed their confi-
dent eyes upon her, and seemed to think
there was merit in staring down a nobody ;
but the Duke’s flattering attention at 'the ball,
and the distinghished station shg now held,
raised the nobody into somebody of vast
importance ‘in the eye of fashion. The
gentlemen crowded round her, and tfe
ladies stopped their carriages, under pretence.
of paying their respects to the Duke, but-in
fact to obtain a nearer view of his”compa-
nion, Fanny felt her own impdrtance—and
what girl of her age, who knew she was



3384 PANNY FITZ:YORK.

claiming no consequence that did-net by
birth belong to her, would have done other-
wise ?

Leslie too, laying aside the clutance and
reserve of the foregoing day, never quitted
her side; and set an example of ease and
freedom, it was impossible not to follow.
The conversation was lively and animated,
as in the early days of their acquaintance;
Philippa’s claims were forgotten, or if re-
membered, it was accompanied with a doubt
of their reality ; and the humiliating terms
in which she bhad spoken of herself, and her
revered parent, lost much of their poignancy,
from a consciousness that they were totally
unfounded. In fact, from one cause or
other, she was in such perfe® harmony of
spirits, that every thing disagreedble was
banished, and she determined firmly to sup-
pgrt herself under undeserved calumny. A
concert finished the day, and at'an early hour
they were again set down at the Abbey.  *

"The next morning Philippa followed: Leslie
out of the #reakfast room, and in the gen-
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tlest accents, hoped he would not go to Bur-
ford again on horseback ?

“ Why do you hope so, Philippa

“Because I am sick of a female party,
and should like to accompany you ia the
curricle.”

“I thank you for the honour you would
confer, but his gracé enjoyed the open car-
riage so much yesterday, that I fancy he in-
tends an encore.

¢ Indeed! And with the same party *”

* Doubtless.”

¢ That girl has art enough to wheedle the
Duke out of his senses.”*

“If you mean Miss Fitz-York, this is 2
peint upon which we shall never agree;
therefore, to prevent irritation in both parties,
1.wish you a good morning.

"The cavalcade reached Burford in the
same order as before, and were turning on
to the downs, when a splendid barouche, four
in hand, dashed past them. Neither Leslie
nor the Duke knew to whem it belenged
and the rest of the gentlemen were in the
rear with the other carriages; but ere they

VOL. I " s
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had time to express curiosity, it faced about,
when Fanny recognized the well-known fea-
tures of Sir Herbert Huntley. :

"A -joyful exclamation burst from the lips
of -each ; and, drawing up, the Baronet ex-
pressed his delight at the unexpected meeting.
Yo Fanny it conveyed a sensation equally
pleasurable of which her expressive counte-
nance gave ample testimony, and presented a

Aine contrast to the misery of disappointed
hope exhibited by Leslie. The -gay, elegant
Sir Herbert Huntley, was the rival then he
bad to dread, and not Corbett ; who, poor
fellow ! was in a situation not less pitiable
than himself. :

The Duke interrupted this train of think.
ing by reminding Fanny that an introduc-
tion was customary. “But de :nat hurry
yourself, my dear,” he continued, it will be
time emnough when -your excessive pleasure
has abated,”

Our heroine blushed at this justly provoked -
reproof, and replied, *Indeed, I.fear I have
behaved unpardonably ; but the joy of seeing
a highly-valued friend, brought . past scenes
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s0- forcibly. to, my :vecollection-—scenes, .:in
which my dear mother, and- the loved com-
panion of my early days participated, that
form and: etiquette were for -the, moment
banished. . But now your grace has kindly
recalled my wandering senses, I shall take
pleasure in introducing Sir Herbert Huntley
to the Duke of Newland..- Mr. Talbol;,ls
I believe an old acquaintance.” . . . «

The duke with a good-humoured smﬂe
presented his hand, but Leslie merely noticed
him by a formal, distant bow ; and when
the carriages separated was silent and ab.
stracted. Whilst Fanny, with much native
simplicity, recounted her first meeting with
Sir Herbert, the progress of their acquaint-
ance, and the high opinion her friends enter-
tained of his. worth. “I have heard him
reported,” said the Duke, “as the best of
sons, perhaps Lady Ann Fitz-York intends
to honor him with that title,” ¢ The title of
/Son 2. asked . Fanny smiling ; “Oh no! Sir
Herbery's affections are otherwisedisposed of.”

« Are you sure of that ?"’ enquired Leslie,
speaking for the first time, since the Baronet’s

52
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approach. Qur heroine stared, but made
no reply ; when he continued, “‘ I beg your
pardon, Miss Fitz-York, for doubting your
word ; but really the assertion came ata
"moment when I was so entirely unprepared
for it—it came I say—when I was thinking
of something so opposite, that 1 was not
-aware of the strength of my expression.
Sir Herbert Huntley, I am told, isnot only
the most exemplary of sons, but the best of
brothers, and I shall be proud to rank him
amongst my particular friends.”

Sir Herbert, in making the circuit of the
course, was passing her Grace’s carriage,
when Mrs. Bloomfield, putting forth her
head, bawled out “What Huntley ! My noble
Charioteer ! Is that you?”

¢ It is, my dear widow ! and neyver more
happy to encounter Mrs. Bloomfield than at
the present moment.” Whilst he was paying
his respects to the duchess, Leslie, who had
'seen him stop the carriage, and wished tov
make amends for his former slight, rode up:
-and with much pcliteness brought his grace’s
request that he would jcin their dinner
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party.”  Your company Sir‘Herbert,” he
added; « will be: esteemed ‘a favour by us all.”
The Baronet felt no small disgust at Leslie’s
former-distance ; but the trouble he had un-
‘necessarily tdken, shewed such a ‘wish.to
conciliate, that™the invitation was frankly
accepted.
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ClIAR. XI.

AN UNEXPECTED MEETING, AND A
JOURNLY.

AT dinner the widow was uncommonly
loquacious, which was generally the signal
for taciturnity, to those who dreaded ber
lash. Infact, she was almogt tired of bestow-
ing correction, where there was so little hope
of amendment ; and for Several days had
listened to the folly of certain individuals in
silence; but Sir Herbert's arrival threw varie
ety into the party, and raised her spirits
above par. “ Pray Baronet,” -said she,
“ where have you been vegetating since the
summer solstice comménced ?”

“ At"Rose Mount,” he replied, ¢ with my
mother and sister.” ¢
- % Very proper, and very dutiful,” observed
the Widow. “ Were you merely a family
party I

¢ Oh no! We had several visitors ?”
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“ Sensible people, or sxmpletons ”

4 Madam !”

“Imean could they talk upon ratxonal
subjects, or was all their information confined
to the Kitchen ?”

“T declare, Widow, your discourse does
not meet my comprehension.”

“I am very unfortunate in my mode of
expression to-day. Sir Laurence, can you
elicidate my meaning ? Or you, Mr.Lillyman ?
You are both gentlemen of reading, but
whether you prefer Beity Raffuld, ov Hannah
Glass, I have not yet been able to discover.”

Miss Auburn, finding neither of the
gentlemen disposed to answer, enquired
what ,subject those ladies treated upon ?
and whether they belonged to the blue Stock- -
ings? . "

“They discuss subjects of infinite impor-
tance to lovers of good eating ;” replied Mrs.
Bloomfield,. ¢ though.I do not think they,
were ever initiated into thehpcietyyou speak
of ;' but.. these gentlemen can establish. that
point better than I. 'What say you, Sir
Laurence!” . :
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#Nothingymadam.”

« Mr. Lillyman, will you elucidate? « v

# Upen my word,  madam, replied the
Divine, *“this is a subjéct so much beneath
the attention of well-bred people, that—really
madam”—¢* That--really, Sir”—interrupted
the widow, I knew we should agree at
last. Did not 1 always say’ that culinary
discussions were beneath the attention of—
not well bred only—but sensible people.
Pray, Sir Herbert, when did you see Lord
Moseley ? I hope he has quite recovered from
the effects of his accident ?”

“I hope so0,” replied the Baronet; *but
1 fancy I have scarcely seen him since you
did.” R
“ What accident ¥’ enquired his Graee.

“Only a fall from his horse, my Lord
Duke,” replied Sir Herbert.

“'Thdt ~ was!/the -xeport in éitcultion,”
said Lestie'y “ batFhave {reason to think his
wourid atélie Fog alduel.”!

resindeed™ ctied the Barorer, Rsollify at
Corbert; '« I wotider who 'could‘circelate
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such a report. Do yeu know, -Captain
Corbett ?” - ’

“ Why-do yoh apply particularly to me,
Sir Harbert:?” asked the Captain.

‘ At a more convenient time I may ex-
plain,” replied the Baronet,

A duel, unattended with serious conse-
quences, wopld have passed unnoticed by.
Fanny; but when Sir Herbert questioned:
Corbett so closely,. it occurred to her, that
the reported accident happened immediately
suhsequent to. the birth«day; and an idea of
the most horrible kind took- possession-of
her.: To be,  though innocently, the occ3-
sion of a quarrel, was painful to.herjupright
mind; but when to that was added. san-
guinagyrwarfayer—a meeting, in. which the
life. of ome et both: might have been sacri-
ficed, it occasioned a,faintness so oppressivey
that. she swas  obliged; to. retire .to an open:
windowy. Leslie.and Sir Herbere joined her;-
and recommended a; walk in. the gardeny,as,
a meang pf counsersctingishe excessive heat
of the .rogm, ,;Fanny smiled an affirmatiye,

s8
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and, inviting Mrs. Bloomfield to ]Oln the
party, they sallied forth.

Whilst this scene was actmg, Phxhppa ob-
served, “ What a blessing it is to be pos-
sessed of fine feelings! Miss Fitz.York,
doubtless, fancies herself the cause of this
whispered -duel; and as Captain Corbett
seems to be considered as a party; I think he
hias great reason to exult in the young lady’s
partiality.” SR

No one appeared to notice this sarmm,
and the ladies soon afterwards retired. to
prepare for the evemng

sThe widow receiving a hint' that Fanny
wished for a few mirutes conversation with-
Huntley, took Leslie’s arm, and drawing him
to a distant part of the garden,-ioor heroine,
with much anxiety, enquired if a duel had
indeed followed the dispute in the palace?
Sir Herbert, totallyunprepared for:a ques-
tion of this nature; knew not what to reply.
‘His:word had been pledged to-preserve the
secret ; but thus.intevrogated, he must either*
forfeit-that, gr- be guilty, by.denying-it, of a
gross and Palpable falsehood; and as the
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business appeared to-have got wind, doubt-
less through the vanity of Corbett, he con-,
ceived himself no longer bound to preserve,
what the indiscretion of others had divulged.
Accordingly he detailed ‘the rencontre, and -
its coneequences ; at the same time assuring
his auditor, that the meeting would, pro«
bably, have taken place independent .of.her,
as Moseley’s extreme irritability on the birth-
day, took its rise from a cause remote and-
unconnected. . ~ K
Fanny felt much relieved by this commu.:
nication, and being informed that Lady Ann-
and Rosette would probably be in Devon-
shire in the course of a few days, as the last
letter he .received had mentioned the ex-
pected dissolution of Mr. OBrian, ' she
gave a sigh to the premature. fate of a man,
who, during their short acquaintance, had,
in his relative situation;:treated her beloved
mother. with: a- kindness and consideration,
her own.immediate connections had _invari-
ably aithheld.; - Leslie and the widow mow:
joiried them,: The countenance of the for.-
mer betrayed a restless curiosity he vainly
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strove to conceal; but when Famny an-
nounced to Mrs. Bloomfield her expectation
of a specedy summons to join Lady Anm at
Tremorne, he looked at the Baronet as the
harbinger of tidings the most bitter and
unexpeated; without considering that our
heroine had made a much longer stay at
Newland than was at first intended.

Fanny could not avoid hoticing the sorrow
her communication caused ; and to hide the
sympathy it awakened,. stopped to pluck a
rose. Lecslie loitered too, and in mournful
aceents, said, “ Are we, indeed, so soon to
lose you ?” ¥

* Soon,” echoed Fanny, without moving
ber eyes from the flower. * My visit has
been protracted beyond what friendship or
intimacy could warrant ; and I am indebted
to the forbearing kindness of her Grace for
permitting me to trespass 40 long upon her
hospitality.”

“ Her Grace, in common with the rest of
her family, will have cause to regret your
visit, since, as Miss Fitz-York, it may never
be repcated.”
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- % Ifthe’ Duchess permits: a repetition in
any moderate time, it will be under no other
nama, fest, assured.” g

“Indeed? I thought——I understood—
but, perhaps, I am outstepping the bounds
of propriety, and prymg mto fdrbxdden
subjects,” -

I have no-secrets. Pray proséed What
did you understand ?” ;

¢ That Captain Corbett was the envied,
the hippy man, whom choice, and the con-
sent of friendse——"

¢ Corbett I” interrupted Fanny, amaze-
ment visibly painted on her countenance.
' The last man in existence- whom I should
choose ; afid be assured, he has no exclusiye
intersst -with: my friends. -1 thought I said
ds'muchy when the same subject was hinted
by:Mrs: Blooinfield.” :

- ¢ Yow'did,” But:my.understanding was
then blinded by circumstances and events of
so puzzling+d nature, that I interpreted your
words -very' differently. -If I now construe
them aright, and of that I cannot doubt,
Corbett is a wretch——a defamer -of inno-
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cence—and ought to be hooted from civil.
ized society.”

“ Nay—now you alarm me. Have your
words any reference to me "’

“They have AndIam sure you will not
think me impertinently inquisitive if I ask,
whether you ever honoured Corbett with a
letter

“ Never.” |

“ And yet I saw the cover of one directed
in your hand.”

Fanny instantly explained the circum-
stance; at the same time requesting Leslie
would not interferc in a business Lady Ann
and her guardian were so fully compe-,
tegt to manage. “ Without your full per-
mission,” he replied, © I shall'certainly not
presume to take up the cause; but to re.
ward my forbearance, may I request, the
honour.of your hand for the firat ses .

¢ Since you make that a condition, .it is
granted.”

By this time they had reached the house;
but found the diningroom wvacated, and
Fanny, blushing as she looked at her watch,
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wondered how-moments, which appeared so.
short, should have left her such little: time
for decoration.

Our heroine had been early taught, that
time ‘unnecessarily devoted to the toilette,
was, in fact, wasted ; but this day that:geod
maxim escaped her. Her curls were-adjusted..
over and over again, and still she thought:
they might be placed to greater advantage.
Anotlier atttmpt was made with -no. better
success ; and, after a much longer timerthan
usual, and infinitely more pains, she fancied
her appearance altogether unfavourable ;:and -
joined her friends less satisfied with herself.
than at any former period. This, :howevedry:
was_ by no means:a general sentiment; -.the
Duchess  complimented her on the excessive:
neatness .and. propriety of - her appearance;
and' Mrs. Bloomfield. could -not avoid draw-
ing coriiparisons much to. her.advantage.

: Jt *had beén- previously agreed to-attend
the theane before they proceeded to the:
ball-reom. ' Fanmny was- first handed out of
the car_mgepiandm :she waited for her party.
in the box-lobby;-two .females, dressed evi-
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dently to attract potice, brushed past her;
in one of whom she recognized Julia Caven-
dish! Drawing Sir Herbert aside, she whis-
pered a discovery, and enquired what steps
it would be proper to pursue?

The Duchess and her train passed to their
box whilst this confidential communication
was made ; Leslie alone patiently awaiting
its termination, and wondering at the occa-
sion. At length he heard the Baronet say,
¢ Leave the business to my discretion, and
do not by your words or looks, betray what
it is so much our interest to conceal. Mr.
Talbot waits to conduct you; behave as if
nothing had happened, and depend upon my
caution.” At the conclusion of this sentence
he presented Fanny’s hand to Leslie, and
bowing, left them. I am afraid,” said
Talbot, as they proceeded, * something un-
pleasant has occurred, Can I be useful ?”

“ You are very good ; but Sir Herbert is
fully adequate to the business in qugstions
All I have to rgquest is, that .no ,notice may

be taken of any thing..thag has happened,.
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since the happuie'ss of scveral may otherwise
be involved.” - Ao et

« Sifice I'am trusted so far, I wish I were
thought -Worthy: of knowing more. Not
from curiosity, believe me,’ that were 4 dés-
picable motive; but from a fear that'so very
young a man as Sir Herbert Huntley’ miy
not be the most eii«rtbie co;gﬁdame MlSS Titz-
York could choosé:™ -

¢ So, because I have, unadvi‘sedl-y* as yoa
suppose, tfusted éne ‘young man, you think
I Should mend “the ' mattér by adniftiing
another to my confidence. Nd, no! ¥ 1
have dome one imprident thing; T will’hot
add to it by :mothexL of the same’ com-
plexlon - o e

* Eilljnan at that" moment' éame in 1\ ‘séhrch
of the rio'+ but ﬁndmg only two, and-those
i’ tartiedt: cdnversatmn,“’hé begged™ pirdon
for intérrapting thelr intdresting wreiti-rete,
anid W& agiin retmﬁ‘g when Fanny and
Loslie*Jsined him," and they entered the box
togethier: “ERéry eye way turned with duri-
osity ‘updi our hevdide;* hind 'thé- cofistious-
ness that there was something to conceal,
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gave an embarrassment to her manner quite
unusual. Before the farce began all the
fashionables forsook the theatre, and the
ball.-room exhibited more -beanty.and splen-
dour ‘than on the former night. - .

Still. Sir Herbert was absent, and a thou-
sand questions poured from different quar-
ters to ascertain the -cause. These interro-
gations were consideritely answered by
Leslie, to lead suspicion from glancing at his
fair partner ; and thus he became a volun-
tary party in the mystery, though what that
mystery was, hecknew not, and would have
given the world to fathom.

The second dance concluded, and Fanny
refused every offer to join a fresh set, having
promised her hafid to the Baronet, - Still he
came not; and the gentlemen ,who. bad
been mortified by her avowed pre-engage-
ment,” wondered whot the insensible being
could be, who, on any pretencey would neg-
lect so. fascinating an object. S

.. She'was in earnest conversation with the
Duke, when.a tall, elagant stranges sentered
the room, and, “after. speaking to-the Master
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of the Ceremonies, advanced to the sofa on
which they were seated. ** Havel the ho-
nour,” ‘said he, gracefully bowing, “ to
address Miss Fitz-York " Our heroine an-
swered in the affirmative, when drawing a
note from his pocket, he presented it, and
retired, The direction was in the hand-
writing of Sir Herbert, and, bowing to his
Grace, she read as follows :
“ My pear Mapam,

“ 1 HAVE only time to say, that I have
obtained possession of my charge, and am
this moment setting off for Devonshire. No
plea but humanity ceuld force me to relin-
quish the honour and pleasure of my en-
gagement this evening ;- but if I may be
allowed to recommend my friend, Colonel
Parke, you will have no cause to regret the
absence of

¢+ % Your truly devoted friend
“ and Servant,
“ HerBerT HUNTLEY.”
‘Fhe gentleman again advanced, and hoped
he was saved the unpleasant necessity of
being his owh herald. - -
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< Sir Herbert Huntley,” she replied, * has
made honourable thention '6f Colonel Parke,
whom I, conseqiently, tmake no ‘scruple of
introducing to his Grace the Duke'of New-
land.” The customiary compliments passed 3
he begged to tréspass still ‘futher, by re.
questing she would hohour a stranger and a
soldier with her hand. = %.It is sometimes,
my dear madam,” he continued, ¢ inconve-
nient to. have a good character, and you owe
the boldness of this request to my friend,
Sir Herbert’s animated account of yéur
goodness and condescension.” -

“The dance was already begun 'neverthe-
less 'she gave her liand to the gallant Célonel,
and assuring his’ Grace ‘that she would not
suffer him toBé fonig 'idle, they took their
station at the Bottom ' of ‘the room. 'Leslie’s
attention hid beern' wholly fixed upon the
‘handsome stririger from his first appearancé.
‘He wondered whb hé ‘¢cduld be, and how he
should have had influerice enough to obtaita
booh so’ many had ‘sued for ih vain.' The
letter, too.” Who could'it come from? A
thoujght at"that’ moffient" shot' Tke a bolt of
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ice through his frame, and he felt convinced
the dreadful symmons was arrived, which
would deprive Newland of its most precious
ornament. This gentleman was, doubtless,
a friend of Lady Ann’s, or he would not
have been honoured with - the commissicn ;
and if so, her hand was not his for the
evening only, but, probably, destined to
bless him for ever.

"These thoughts so entirely engaged lnm,
that his partner thought it impossible he
could be the gay, animated Leslie she had so
much admired the preceding dance. Then
he was all spirit and vivacity ; now he was
so abstracted—so unmindful of his duty,
that the figure would frequently have begn
in confusion, but for her efforts to prevent
it. At length they arrived at the bottom of
the set, and as he was dancing with our
heroine, he said, in a low voice, ‘‘Isee the
fatal mandate i3 come; but surely we are
not to lose you so suddenly.”

4 If you mean the summons from Lady
Ann, it is not, arrived;. and, perhaps, I may
stay lopg.epough to tire you all” Faony
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then introduced her partner, and spoke of
him as the friend of Sir Hebert Huntley.

“ Perhaps, then,” said Leslie, ¢ that
dreaded letter was from the Baronet ?”

¢ It was.”

- ¢ Shall we see him here this evening "

¢ I fancy he is on the road to Devonshire
by this time.,” The figure prevented a con-
tinuation of the dialogue, and Leslie’s part-
ner: had no further occasion to remind him
of his duty.

Colonel Parke was the only son of a Gene-
ral of that name, and but lately returned
from the East Indies. He and Sir Herbert,
though there was a material difference in
their ages, were old friends, and the acciden-
tal meeting was hailed with joy by both par-
ties. The Baronet explained the necessity
he. was under of leaving Burford immedi-
ately, ¢ which you will own, Parke, is no
“small. mortification,” he added, *“when I
assure you the handsomest. and the best girl
in England is waiting for me in the ball-
room.””

* ¢ Could not I beyour locum tenens, Her:.
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bert ?*” asked the Colonel. ¢ You may deli-
ver anote from me, which will be no bad
introduction ; and your own address will do
the rest.” .

“May a soldier venture to bestow his
heart; with any chance of return? For
though you speak like an enthusiast, ’tis not
exactly the language of love.”

“Iam not in Miss Fitz-York’s secrets, Co~
lonel, and if I were, it would be the action
of a scoundrel to betray them.

Colonel Parke tacitly confessed at the first
glance, that Fanny’s person was charming ;
but the unaffected ease and elegance of her
manner—the mind which shone on every
lincamant of her countenance,—acted more
forcibly upon his heart, than mere personal
beauty. Ina word, before the end of the
two dances he found his imagination more
sensibly affected, than it had ever been before,
though English importations of youth and
loveliness, had not been unfrequent during
his residence in the east; but our soldier
had too much delicacy to be ensnared by
venal charms, or entrapped by those:who
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make a traffic of their beauty, The evening
however closed, without any probability of
renewing his acquaintance. The Duchess,
under whose protection he understood Miss
Fitz-York was now placed, gave him no in-
vitation to Newland ; and who her imme-
diate connections were, or in what part of
Britain they resided, he had no opportunity
of enquiring.

The following morning, Sir Herbert’s ex-
cessive rudeness was canvassed, and himself
denounced by the major part'of the com-
pany. ~ Miss Fitz-York and Leslie were
asked, if they would become responsible for
his con?ct, or had any thing to allege,
why sentence of banishment should&not be"
pronounced. Talbot promptly replied, “I
have no hesitation in pronourncing Sir Her-
bert innocent of your charge. An unex-
pected, and urgent occasion, hurried him
into Devonshire ; that settled, I*have no ob-
jection to be answerable for his appearanee
at Newland, when he will put his judges to
the blush, for condemning him unheard.”
Fanny looked grateful for the promptitude
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with which he had removed suspicion from
herself; and it was decided by the Duke,
that Sir Herbert’s final sentence should stand
over for a few days, in hope he would en-
tirely setit aside by his appearance.

During this period, Philippa and Corbett
held several consultations, in'which the lady’s
bitterness and rancour were most conspicu-
ous. Her rage at Leslie’s undisguised parti-
ality knew no bounds, nor did Corbett
escape his share of blame. ¢ With. your
personal endowments,” she exclaimed, “you
might with only a small share of perseverance,
conquer the indifference of any petty Miss
in the kingdom ; but thé fact is, Corbett, self
is your idol ; and I believe you think scarcely
any girl worth the pains of a pursuit.” :
- “What would you have me do—-shalllrun
away with her ”

¢« That isa project easier to talk abouf '
than accomplish. Such adventures happed’’
every day in Romances ; but in real life; 3
isa t‘hing next to impracticable. Then all -
our plots and plans, tending to estrangé, and
keep Leslie and the lLittle witch "asunder;

VOL. 1L T
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have only recoiled upon ourselves, and drawn
them intu a closer intimiicy; from which 1
naturally conclude, that some explanation has
taken place respecting your preteusions at
least; for Fanny, to give every onc their
due, has too much delicacy to have intro-
duced my name ; and therefore <he must
yet conclude me a formidable rival, though
Leslie’s behaviour, certainly docs not tend to
confirm it.”

¢ Nor, I am afraid. ever will,®

“You don't know that. Ouly let me
get her out of the house—"tis plain why she
was sent here—and I think I can wheedle
her Grace into my plans ; whose power over
the Duke and his nephew is unlimited.”

The dinner bell broke up the consulta-
tion; and though nothing satisfactory had
resulted, or was likely to ensue from the
meeting, communication gives ease to the
mingd. and so far, this precious pair had pro-
fitted' by it.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.
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Northuaberland Stieet, Strand.
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