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PREFACE.

-_—00

Mrg. Robinson has left behind him a large
family, and many relations and friends in Eng-
land, America and India, who it was believed
would be glad to have some connected account
of his labours, which extended over a period of
nearly half a century; and for this reason I'un-
dertook to write his memoirs.

The delay that has occurred I deeply regret ;
Jhe more so, as many of those who esteemed him
highly and gave me every encouragement to
commence this work, have since passed away
from carthly concerns and interests. This de-
tay has arisen from various causes. The diffi-
culty of procuring materials was one of the
chief. This I had previously anticipated, and
in order to meet it to some extent, had solicited
my Father some ycars before his decease, to leave
in writing some account of his early life. His
journals were afterwards sent down to me, but
they were very scanty, often containing but a
passing notice, and in many cases no notice at all ~
of some of the most remarkablec events of his life.
In the hope of obtaining some fuller account
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I was obliged to consult the Periodical publica-
tions of the Baptist Mission as far as they were‘
procurable. These were a material help to me!

*in writing the history up to the year 1816 ; but
beyond that I received from them but little assis-
tance. To the Rev. C. B. Lewis, I am much
indebted for his kindness in applying to the late
Rev. Gottleb Bruckner for information upon
some matters connected with the Java mission,
and then placing the replies received from him
at my disposal, But after all, the memoirs arc
not complete.

Another obstacle to the earlier completion
of the work was the little leisure I was able
to command from other necessary duties, so*
that the whole book has been written, when
strength and an attack of chronic ophthalmia

permitted, after the labours of the day.

Some further delay was occasioned by the
want of means to print the work. This difii-
culty was in July, 1856, kindly met by Di.
Lazarus of Benares, who from personal friend-
ship to the deceased, offered to print it in his
own press.  The distance necessarily occasioned
greater delay than would have been had I been

- able to (:zu‘ry the work through a press nearer
athand. When at length it was nearly brought
to & conciusion, the outbreak of the mutiny
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- threw it back for nearly a year. The types
were locked up, and the presses buried under
ground, until the prospect of greater sccurity
enabled the printer to re-open his establish-*
ment.

I'n these memoirs I have endeavourcd al-
most exclusively to confine myself to a simple
narrative of Mr. Robinson’s life, without ad-
vancing my own opinions, on any point. The
eritic may find much in it to condemm. The
candid reader will T trust discover much that
is irteresting and instruetive,
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REV, WILLIAM ROBINSON,

CHAPTER 1.
EARLY LIFE.
[1784—1802.]

—

Mgz. William Robinson was born at Ohey in
Buckinghamshire on the 18th of January, 1784;
a year rendered remarkable in the History of
the Church of Christ, as being that in which the
Monthly Prayer-meeting, for the suceggs of Mis-
sionary labours among the heathen, was first in-
stituted by the Rev. John Sutcliff, Pastor of the
Baptist Church at Olney.

Mr. Robinson's parents were poor, but pions
people. His father John Robinson, his grand-
father Samuel Robinson, and his great gramd-
father James Robinson were regular attendants
at the Baptist Meecting House in thet ok, it
they are all bmedmwgﬂ#ehm
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connected with the Baptist congregation there,
His mother, Sarah Barnard, was born at Kings-
thorpe Mill in Northamptonshire. While she
was very young, her parents moved to Dodding-
ton Mills, where her mother died. Her father
then removed with his family of eight children,
to Olney, where he died, leaving the four
younger, among whom was Sarah, to the care of
a pious woman, who was a regular attendant at
the Baptist Chapel. To this circumstance she
often referred with feelings of devout gratitude
to God} for she was thus brought under the
sound of the Gospel ; a privilege which she had
never enjoyed before. Here she formed an ac-
quaintance with Mr. John Robinson, to whom
she was married on the 4th of March, 1783.
They lived happily together for fifty-three years,
and before their removal, were permitted to see
some of their family of nine children holding
importang offices in the Church, and all of them
honourable and consistent ‘Christians.

A brief account of their last illness and death
will doubtless be interesting to their relatives.
On Lord’s day morning June 12, 1836, Mr. Ro-
binson was as usual in his place at the meeting-
house ; but afterwards complained of feeling
poorly. In the afternoon, while going to visit a
sick friend at Ravenstone, he had passed through
Weston, when he was overcome with drowsiness,
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and lay down on the field to sleep. He soon
became insensible, and three hours after was
found there by an acquaintance, who conveyed
him home. It was an attack of apoplexy, from
the effects of which he suffered nearly a month,
enjoying some lucid intervals. For the first few
days, he conversed several times very pleasantly
with his wife and children. After this however
it pleased God to allow him to be tried with
doubts and much darkness. The high estimation
in which he was held by Christians both of his
own and of other denominations in the towns
and villages around, induced them to set apart
an hour on the 20th of June to hold a special
prayer meeting on his behalf, after which he en-
joyed more composure of mind. On being ask-
ed if he had any request to make respecting
his children, he said, “ No; I hope that the
work is begun in all their hearts ; William and
Leah, I cannot sece, but I have nothing
particular to say to them; my illness is of such
a nature, I cannot collect my thoughts. I am
going, but I hope you will all come after me
one by one, till at last we shall arrive safe at
rest. O, when William comes, what a long
tale he will have to tell me of how the Lord has
led him along, through many a hardship and
many troubles, but how all have worked toge-
ther for good. Oh, I wish he may not be dis-
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appointed, and not only may he have the happi-
ness of seeing all his children with him, but
may he see his grand-children and great grand-
children with him, and so on from one genera-
tion to another till time shall be no more.”

As he drew ncar his end, the thought of ap-
pearing before a righteous God ;—to give an ac-
count both of his actions, and of his motives
affected him greatly. But as he entered the
dark valley of death, he was quite composed,
though he never rose to triumphant joys. On
the 2nd July, 1836, his happy spirit took its
flight to be for ever with the Lord. His fune-
ral sermon was preached by Mr, Morris, from
Isaiah xliv. 23. Sing, O heavens, &c. He
had frequently expressed a wish that these
words should be preached from as expressive of
the joy which the believer feels, when he cnters
heaven, and finds that the Lord has saved him.
The following lines supposed to be written by
himself, are engraved on his tombstone.

W hnn from this clay cold bed we must arise,
The solemn resurrection morn to see,

Lord may we then with rapturous surprise,
In immortality awake with thee.

One of his daughters, writing of his last days,
says, “ His zeal and piety, like the sun when it
gets near setting, shone out to the admiration of
many ; and at last set without a cloud. He has
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left a bright shining light behind, which will
not soon wear away and may we not hope that
his children and grand-children, like stars after
the sun has set, will shine forth in the church
of God to the praise of their great Creator. His
public prayers, that they might live to see the
future glory of the church of Christ, were
often noticed.” ’

His wife followed him, eight years after, at
the age of 8&. On her death-bed, addressing
her son-in-law, Mr. Wheeler, who was on the
eve of removing to America, she said, “ I hope
the Lord hath sent you, therefore 1 dare not
say, nay; and I know if you are useful to the
souls of men, you will never repent. My dear
William never repented of a Missionary life,
with all his troubles and trials, and you may go
now; I can part with you without a tear. But
I shall not see you go; you must first bury
me.” After a fortnight of much suffering, she
entered into the joy of her Lord on the 27th of
March, 1844. '

The subject of these memoirs appears in early
youth to have manifested no bright parts; and
there was always a natural inclination to gloom
and despondency. Such was his dulness, when
a lad, that his Father despairing of being able
to teach him his own trade, that of lace pattern
making, apprenticed him to a shoe maker. Yet
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it must be remembered that he had no oppor-
tunities of receiving any but the most elemen-
tary education; and there was nothing in his
carly associations to ca]l forth his mental ener-
gies. This was to him often a matter of deep
regret.

It was however no small privilege, that he
wanted not faithful friends who often sought to
impress upon his mind the importance of car-
ly religion; and he thus became the subject
of many serious impressions, even in childhood.
The faithful addresses of the Revd. John Sut-
cliff, whose ministry he regularly attended,
strengthened those impressions. Deeply sensi-
ble of his sinfulness, and dreading  the wrath
to come,” he endeavoured by personal cfforts
to secure the favour of God, he made many
serious resolutions, he prayed, he associated
with godly men; but these were not in them-
sclves sufficient to secure a standing in the
kingdom of heaven. Again, a corrupt nature
struggled for the ascendancy, and he found him-
self yielding to its suggestions, and endeavour-
ing to suppress religious impressions, by shun-
ning the company of the godly, and again
resorting to worldly associates and worldly
pleasures. Thus the loud warnings of con-
science on the one hand, and the deceitful
insinuations of a carnal nature on the other,
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kept up within him a strife; until sincere and
simple depermlance on a crucified and risen Re-
deemer, brought with it a well grounded hope
of forgivness, and a peace which passeth all
undcrstanding.

His journal supplies the following account
of his early experience :

“ As my parents constantly attended on the
ministry of the Revd. John Sutcliff, from my
childhood, they accustomed me to do the same.
I had convictions when I was quite a child, and
sometimes have wont to be so much afraid of
falling into hell before morning, that I dared
not to close my eyesin sleep, without first
making an attempt to pray. But though thus
afraid of hell at night, in the day time, I pur-
sued my sinful courses; yet I suppose my
wickedness was not known to any but myself
and my wicked companions. As I grew up,
my impressions in a great measure wore off,
and I became very much hardened in sin; yet
€ven at that time, though I cannot tell why, I
loved to hear the people of God talk about
religion. When I was about twelve years of
age, I wasin a situation where I heard much
religious conversation, which was the means of
renewing my impressions; but they soon left
me again, and after this I became a greater
sinner than ever I was before, About this
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time I was placed in a new situation, where I
was more exposed to vain compawy, and then
forgetting all thoughts of religion, I gave my-
self up entirely to the vanities of this world.
But God, who is rich in mercy, and will fulfil
all his kind design, caused me to see that I was
a sinner, and that the thoughts of my heart
were also sinful. Having some faint view of
what might justly be the consequences of the
sins which I had committed, I made a resolu-
tion that I would do nothing of which I should
be ashamed in the day of judgement. This
resolution was soon broken. I now began to
think about praying; but the first time I at-
tempted it, I believe I could not speak a word.
One night before going to hear a sermon, I
again made an attempt to pray; this time I
could utter a few words, and prayed that God
would bless to my soul, the sermon I was going
to hear. Whether this sermon was of any real
benefit to me, I cannot tell, but while hearing
it, I had feelings which I had never before ex-
perienced. After this time, for the space of two
years, I was under convictions of sin ; but
these convictions were not always of equal force,
sometimes being very weak and at other times
very strong. When these impressions were
strong upon me, I have thought that I wasa
child of God, though it was my ignorance that
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led me to make this conclusion. At such sea-
sons, I used to converse with the people of
God on religious subjects, and such conversa-
tions were pleasant to me; but when my con-
cern about rcligion grew more relaxed, I used
to strive as much asin me lay, to avoid the
companygf the godly: and I have sometimes
taken to my heels, and run when there appear-
ed no other way to escape falling into conver-
sation with a christian friend whose desire it
was to benefit my soul. The reason why I
acted thus, was because I wished at such times
to forget all religion and to sin without control ;
whereas Christian conversation excited many
severe checks ol conscience, which prevented
me from sinning at ease. After a time Divine
impressions begun to be more abiding; and
by degrees I lost that relish for carnal company
which I had formerly felt. I now endeavoured
to cultivate an acquaintance with the Lord’s
people, and to take a great delight in their
society. But Satan did not fail to annoy me
with his temptations, by telling me thatif [
went into the company of Christians, I
could say nothing to them about the affairs of
my soul, and also that I should go back again
into the world as I had before done. But
notwithstanding all the suggestions of Satan I
was enabled to persevere in my adherence to
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my Christian friends, and found their conver-
sation both exceedingly pleasant and profitable
to me. I seemed now in a new world, and every
thing around me appeared to wear a new aspect.
This change took place at the close of the
summer of 1801 ; yet the close of this sum-
mer was more delightful to me, thag ever I
knew a spring to be in all the former part of
my life. Sometimes the fear that I should go
back to my old sins again would arise in my
mind, but the Lord enabled me so to look to
him for strength, that I could almost smile at
my fears, and think myself safe in the arms of
my dear Redeemer. I was now in a sense dead
to the world, and my Christian friends were the
excellent of the earth in whom was all my de-
light. Now if I could get an opportunity to
converse about the pleasures of religion and the
joys of heaven I was happy indeed. But after
this I felt the corruptions of my wicked heart
rising again and striving to break out into my
life. But though my corruptions were strong
and the struggles I had with them were some-
times very hard, yet by the grace of God, they
did not prevail. Perhaps we have more reason
to thank God for some of our painful feelings,
than we have for what we sometimes call spiri-
tual joys; the former have a humbling tenden-
cy, while the latter not unfrequently create
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pride, if not attended with due watchfulness and
prayer.” *

On the 11th of February, 1802, Mr. Robin-
son and Miss Elizabeth Walker,~whom he
afterwards married—were proposed for com-
munion with the Baptist Church at Olney ; and
being accepted, they with others, were on the
14th-of March, baptized in the Ouse, by the
Rev. Mr. Sutcliff, after a sermon preached by
Mr. Chamberlain, who was then on the eve of
coming to India as a Missionary.

Mr. Robinson ever afterwards considered his
union with that Church as one of his greatest
privileges; and of his brethren there, he always
spoke and wrote with feelings of the highest
esteem and affection. Writing, many years after
to one of his brothers, he says, “ It is a great
advantage to have such friends as those at Ol-
ney. 1 often think my Olney friends were the
best I ever met with, and the time that I spent
among them, the happiest period of my life. I
often wish I could have the society of a few
such friends as those at Olney. But here,
(Welt'vreden) I am almost alone, and have none
to speak to on the subject of religion except a
very few to whom I hope I have been made

* A further account of Mr. Robinson’s early experience
may be foun;l in his ¢ Invisible world” p. 313.
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useful ; and they are but babes compared with
those who have sat for years under the ministry

of Mr. Sutcliff.,”

CHAPTER II.

MR. ROBINSON DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE
MINISTRY,—AND LEAVES ENGLAND.

[1803—1806.]

Faith in the Lord Jesus, when allowed to
have its legitimate influence upon .the mind,
leads not only* to a correct and godly life, but
also to diligence in business united with fervour
of spirit. Where the mind has been dull and
inactive, and daily pursuits have not afforded a
stimulus sufficient to call forth its dormant
powers, the “glorious Gospel” has frequently
offered a new impulse, stronger, and more de-
lightsome than any earthly pursuit. Its rich
displays of Divine love, and the “exceeding
grcat and precious promises” it reveals, as they
soothe the. mind, and remove doubté and des-
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pondencies, elevate the thoughts and infroduce
them into a new and inviting field, where they
may find full scope, and expatiate without
weariness. Thig is true in the experience of
not a few whom Providence has raised up from
stations, in which advantages were almost un~
known, to occupy useful and important posts
in the chureh.

Thus it was with the subject of these me-
moirs. From the time that he experienced re-
ligious impressions, he found a new field open
before him, and upon it he entered with a de-
light to which he had hitherto been a stranger.
Thoughtfulness, decision, perseverance and an
earnest desire to improve became the leading
fcatures of his character. He read much, and
thought much ; and it was no little help to him
that he enjoyed the ministrations of Mr. Sut-
cliff, and was connected with the Church at
Olney.

‘Mr. Sutcliff’s sermons were plain and sim-
ple; but full of solid matter, and evidently the
productions of deep and prayerful study. He
spoke slowly; and succeeded in his aim to make
the great truths and doetrines of the gospel in-
telligible to the most ignorant of his hearers;
and they grew proportionately in spiritual wis-
dom, and divine knowledge. “If you knew,”
writes one who attended Mr. Sutcliff’s ministry

B
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from early childhood,—*“If you knew the
church at Olney of which your Father wasa
member as well as I do, you would think your
Father honoured in having ‘such men for his
friends. Though I have been in different parts
of the country,'and have had an opportunity of
becoming more or less acquainted with many
different churches, I have not found any
whose members were on the whole, more intel-
ligent, or among whom is to be found, accord-
ing to. its numbers—for it is not very large—
a greater measure of consistent piety. Of
course I spcak comparatively—but there ha.
generally been found there a considerable pro-
portion of the “ Excellent of the Earth.” and
the friendship of such men is a credit to those
who epjoy it.”

But Mr. Sutcliff’s large and generous heart
embraced within its affections much more than
the interests of his little flock. With the trials
of Brainerd, and the self-denying labours of the
Danes, the Dutch and the Americans and others
to spread the knowledge of the gospel in hea-
then lands, he made himself intimately acquaint-
ed, and he caught their spirit; and that zeal
for the Redeemer’s glory and the salvation of
souls which fired their minds, animated his like-
wise. As has been already noticed, the monthly
prayer meeting for the spread of the gospel ori-
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ginated with him. Eight years after this, he
took a leading part in the meeting that was
held at Kettering for the establishment of the
Baptist Missionary Society; and those who de-
sired to devote themselves to Missionary labour
in connection with that Society were put under
his tuition for a short time, preparatory to en-
tering the Bristol Academy. From being so
closely connected with him, and with the
church on whose attention the claims of the
Mission and the state of the heathen world
were frequently urged, Mr. Robinson conceived
an ardent desire to -spend his days in the ser-
vice of the Gospel.

Deeply sensible of the importance of the
work, and convinced in his own judgment of
the motives which ought to influence omein
such an undertaking, he was led to serious
heart-searching self examination. In this exer-
cise, he detected the secret: workings of pride
which deeply humbled him; yet he says
“ though there was something of this proud
spirit in me, I hope I felt some desire after the
honour of God in the salvation of sinners, which
prompted me to engage in this work. I still
felt a strong desire to become a Missionary, and
‘have enjoyed some sweet moments in contem-
plating the universal spread of the Gospel.
When No. IX. of the Periodieal accounts ap-,
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peared, which contained an account of the life
of Brother Brunsdon, I was much encouraged
by finding his experienee and feelings of mind
respecting this great work agreed very much
with mine. Sometimes a worldly spirit would
rise in my mind, and ‘then a Missionary spirit
decreased ; for I always found that in propor-
tion as the one prevailed, the other became
weak,”

At the beginning of 1803, Mr. Robinson
wrote to Mr. Sutcliff, informing him of his de-
sire to join the Mission. Mr. 8. shortly after,
conversed with him upon the subject, pointed
out to him the various difficulties and trials
which attended a missionary life, and advised
him to read the life of David Brainerd. For one
in his circumstances to purchase such a book in
those days was not an easy mwatter., He often
used to say, that in order to procure it he work-
ed hard at his trade of shoe-making, and with
the profits of a week’s labour, he purchased it,
and it is still preserved in his family. Having
read it, and seriously weighed the difficulties,
to which such a life would expose him, he still
felt the same desire to undertake the arduous
work, “] 'was exercised,” he writes, “ with a
variety of feelings; at some times Satan endea-
voured to make me fall into a worldly spirit,
_and to my shame, he gained too great an advan-



+ REV. W. ROBINSON. 17

tage over me. At other times however my
opportunities of private prayer were exceed-
ingly sweet, and 1 could make a full dedi-
cation of myself to the service of God. My
own unfitness often discouraged me, but I was
consoled by that promise, ¢As thy day is, so
shall thy strength be’” A promise which
upheld him while passing through numerous
difficulties in after-life ; and administered not a
little to his consolation when heart and strength
failed, and he entered the valley of the shadow
of death.

Towards the close of 1803, he made his first
attem})t to speak before a few select friends,
from Romans viii. 1. “ There is therefore now
no condemnation,” &ec. This discourse, which
"exhibited very clear and correct views of the
Gospel, gave great satisfaction and led to a
recommendation to the church to encourage
him to persevere in his object of devoting him-
self to the Ministry. Accordingly on their in-
vitation he preached before them on the 25th
Feby. 1801; and on the 22nd March obtained
their sanction to preach in the neighbouring vil-
lages. From that time says his only surviving
brother, “he was frequently engaged in the
work of Village preaching, and was the mcans
of introducing the gospel into one village
(Astwood,) about five miles from his native place.
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He went thither, one Sabbath, accompained by
an intimate friend, and preached in the open
air. Soon after a house was opened for him to
preach in, and the gospel has been preached
there ever since; and many years ago, a chapel
was erected there in which I have myself
preached several times. He thus began his
Missionary career at home, before he went into
foreign lands, and to a strange people.”

In June, 1804, Mr. Robinson was received
by the Baptist Missionary Society as a proba-
tioner, and placed under Mr. Sutcliff for in-
struction. With reference to the timegspent
under his hospitable roof, Mr. Robinson
writes:—“ I found in my dear pastor, a .wise
and judicious tutor, and a faithful and affec-
tionate friend: and I have reason to believe
that the counselsand instructions he gave me
were not altogether in vain. While I continued
in this situation, as it pleased the Lord to
favour me with uninterrupted health, I never
spent one Sabbath, without trying to preach
once : and towards the latter part of the time I
was with Mr. Sutcliff, as I was sometimes sent out
to supply destitute Churches, the Lord enabled
me to speak for him twice or three times on a
Sabbath-day. I have found much_pleasure in
preaching the Gospel, and I hope the Lord has
blessed my feeble attempts for the profit of his
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people, and for the encouragement of enquirers;
but I lament, I cannot say that I ever was made
useful to the conversion of one sinner.

« After I had been thirteen months with Mr.
Sutcliff, the Society thought that it would be
proper forme to go to Bristol, for further in-
struction ; and accordingly at the end of July,
1805, I was placed under the tuition of Dr.
Ryland. My staysat Bristol was very short, but
I hope my going thither was the means of doing
me some good. Whilst I was there, I just
peeped into the fields of science'; but the short-
ness of my stay would not permit of my enter-
ing them. Yet, though 1 gained but little
knowledge, I hope I was made in some degree

.sensible of my own ignorance.”

During his stay at the Academy, he conti-
nued to engage, as often as opportunities offer-
ed, in preaching the gospel out of doors. Ina
letter addressed to his mother, he says. I have
but few opportunities to preach, as there are so
many of us to be employed; but when I have
an opportunity it is sometimes the sweeter. If
we will all preach, we must some of us preach
out of doors. This I have done a few times,
once, I suppose about two hundred persons
were present, but in general we do not have
more than sixty. We begin by singing; then
the people collect together ; we preach imme-
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diately, and conclude with prayer. The people
behave very well.”

That which seems to have been a great trial
now, was the reluctance of his parents to part
with their eldest son. His own mind however
was made up; and in a letter to them from
Bristol, he says, “I feel no inclination to re-
linquish my present designs, for I feel that I
shall be more happy in a Missionary life, than
in ahy other situation whatever; and I hope
that you will be content for me to be fixed in
that situation which will make me more happy,
and which, under a Divine blessing will pre-
mote the spiritual welfare of others.” In ano-
ther, written in 1806, he says, “I "hope you
will be quite reconciled to my going. It will
be hard for you to lose a son; but how much
harder it will be for men to lose their souls.
Contrast these two ideas, and it will soon be
seen which ought to preponderate. I hope I
feel all that sense of duty to my parents which
I ought to feel. But Christ has said, “ Go into
all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature,” and though I wish to obey you, yet
he must have the pre-eminence. Ina word, I
am far from being unhappy now, but if you will
give me your consent, I shall be much more
happy ; for to have your consent, is all I want,
and then I can go joyfully, knowing that I am
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going where I have long wished to be.”

In February, 1806, the Society received
intelligence, that Captain .Wickes, the.pious
commander of the DBenjamin Franklin was
about to Jeave Rotterdam in a few days, on his
way to India, and had been authorised by the
owner of the vessel, Robt. Ralston, Esqr., of
Philadelphia, to take out two Missionaries of
the Baptist Missionary Society, free of expence
as to passage or freightage; and it was resolved
that Mr, John Chater, and Mr. Robinson
should embrace this opportunity.

The following notice of their designatien to
the sacred office, we copy from the Periodical
accounts :—

“ On 8aturday, March 8th, Captain Wickes
arrived in the Thames. On Wednesday the 12th
a public meeting was held at Mr. Hinton'’s place
of worship at Oxford, for the solemn designa-
tion of our young friends to the work: Mr.
Page of. Bristol preached on Tuesday evening
from Ps. cxix. 97. Next morning after a pray-
er meeting, public worship began a little before
11. The service was opened by Mr. Coles of
Bourton, who read the 67th Psalm and prayed.
Mr. Sutcliff delivered the introductory dis-
course, and received a short account from esch
of the candidates, of his motives for engaging in
this work, and the leading principles which he
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intended to inculcate. He then descended from
the pulpit, and by prayer and imposition of
hands, in which the - other brethren joined, so-
lemnly set them apatt to the work, and com-
mitted them to ‘God. Dr. Ryland then address-
ed them from Acts xxvi. 17. 18 v., Mr. Ful-
ler followed with a discourse from 2 Chron. xx.
20. Mr. Morris ¢oncluded with prayer. In the
evening, Mr. Sutcliff delivered a discourse from
1. Chron. xxiv. 5 latter part. The opportu-
nity upon the whole was interesting and impres-
sive. Our venerable friend Capt. Wickes, with
many ministers and others in the neighbourhood
were present.” '

Immediately after this, Mr. Robinson went
down to Olney, where on the 15th March, he
married Miss Elizabeth Walker, and on the
26th finally bade adieu.to his parents and rela-
tives, none of whom he ever again saw in the
flesh. « Taking the last farewell,” he writes,
“of my parents and brothers and sisters was
a thing which I dreaded from the first of
my beginning to think about becoming a Mis-
sionary ; but the Lord carried me through it in
& manner which I never expected. My father,
whe always before seemed unwilling to part
with me, now acquiesced in my going, and my
mother, though through affection reluctant to
part with me, yet consented from' a sensc of
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duty, since I was going to serve the cause of
Christ. Thus the Lord in infinite goodness,
made that perfectly . easy, 'which I thought
would be one of the greatest trials, I could ever
endure,”

As the vessel did not sail immediately, the
Missionaries had a few days to spend with the
friends of God in London, from ‘whom they re-
ceived much kindness, and who held many
meetings for prayer on their account. On Sa-
turday, the 12th April, they went on board
attended by afew dear and intimate friends,
who dined and spent a little time in prayer
with them, and then departed. On Thursday
the 17th April, they reached Gravesend, where
they went on shore to present themselves at the
Alien office; and having passed the usual ex-
amination they returned to the vessel. ¢ This,”
says Mr. Robinson, “was the last day, we set
foot on English ground, and I believe we _all
Ieft it without a tear.”

AmA A NS A mves e s
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CHAPTER IIL

VOYAGE TO INDIA. DIFFICULTIES ARISING
FROM THE OPPOSITION OF THE BRITISH GO-
VERNMENT,—OBTAINS THE PROTECTION OF
THE DANISH GOVERNMENT.

[1806.]

Ap————

‘When the Missionary has bid adieu to friends
and relations, and commences the voyage, he
may never retrace, then does he realize more
than ever the burden of his responsibility. The
time taken up in the voyage, however devoid of
interest it may otherwise be, is frequently occu-
pied with thoughts and meditations preparatory
togctual entrance upon, the field of labour. So
it was with the subject of these memoirs. On
his way out he read with much attention and
profit, Crantz’s History of the Greenland Mis-
sion, and the Life of Whitefield. Comparing
his own feelings with the zcal and activity and
unreserved devotedness which they manifested,
he was deeply humbled under a sense of his
weakness ;—He has himself best described his
own feelings in his journal :
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26th May, Monday, Fecl much discouraged
on account of my unfitness for this great work.
When I consider how much the friends of reli-
gion in general, but especially some of the Mi-
nisters of the gospel feel interested init, I am
quite ashamed, that I, who am going on the ve-
ry business, should feel so little concern about
the success of this great work.

9th Junc, Monday. T have lately found some
comfort in dedicating myself to the Lord. The
nearcr I approach the scene of action, the more
I scem to realize the nature of the work, and to

feet 1t at hemt,

{Sth Junc, Wednesday. 1 have just finished
reading Crantz’s [listory of Greenlund ; hope it
ta done my soul good, 1 can sce in the expe-
+vnee of the Greenlanders, the true way to be
hape + in religion : for he that always keeps in
view a dying Saviour can never want comfort.
When 1 come to take an active part in the Mis-
sicn, I hope the example of the Greenland Mis-
sionaries will prove beneficial to me; for they are
worthy to be held up as patterns of self-denial,
patience, faith and zeal. From these persons
we may learn what means are most likely to be
blessed for the conversion of sinners. They
preached Christ crucified ; and the effects of
the doctrine were wonderful. ’

C
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I see more than ever the importance of read-
ing my Bible with study and attention, and of
founding my religious sentiments wupon the
Scriptures themselves rather than upon the
opinions of men. |

21st July, Monday. We are making very
great progress ; the wind is strong and favour-
able. I am pleased at the thoughts of arriving
in India, but fear lest on our arrival we should
hear that death has again made inroads on the
Missionaries, or that some of the native converts
have dishonoured their profession.

Srd August, Lord’s day. Brother Chater
preached on deck this morning. When I consid-
er how near we are to the end of our voyage,
1 feel a mixture of sorrow and pleasure. The
consciousness of my little learning and little
grace, makes me regret that in so short a time I
am likely to undertake so great a work ; but
when I reflect on the gracious promise of Christ
to be with his servants to the end of the world,
I am encouraged knowing that he can enable
a worm to thresh a mountain.

10th August, Lord’s day. We are now in the
Bay of Bengal, saw the island of Ceylon this
morning at the supposed distance of 12 leagues.
Spoke on deck from John vi. 80, latter part.
This is the last time we expect to have service
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on deck. But little good seems to be done
among the crew; the best that can be said of
them I think is this, they all seem willing to
hear, and two of them appear to have serious
impressions, how deep I cannot tell ; but I
fear they will not be lasting. This view of
things discourages me; but I feel a consolation
in the thought that the Lord has enabled me to
set forth plainly before them their danger as
sinners, and to point them to Christ as their
only Saviour.

16th August, Saturday. I have finished read-
ing Whitefield’s life. My zcal for God, when
compared with his, is but like a drop when com-
pared with the occan, I look at his abilitics and
success with a long§11g and despairing eye,

News of the arrival of the vessel having been
received at Serampore, on the 22nd August,
several of the brethren from there went down
to meet the newly-arrived Missionaries.

On the following day, the 23rd, Mr. Robin-
son and his companion® arriving in Calcutta,
were immediately exposed to much annoyance
and trouble. The opposition of the Govern-
ment of India and of the Court of Directors to

®Missionary opcrations in Bengal at the com-
mencement of this century is well known. Re-
specting the causes of it, numerous conjectures
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may be hazarded, and we may yet never come
to the real truth. It is sufficient to know that
this opposition would, to all human appearances,
have then proved detrimental to the establish-
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom in Bengal, bit
that Serampore, a small town belonging to Den-
mark, over which the English had no control,
offered an asylum to the first pioneers in the
Cause. Col. Bie, who was Governor in 1793,
had been a personal acquaintance of the devoted
and justly celebrated Schwartz; he had not
only been instructed by him, but had seen in his
life, how completely Christianity may win the
confidence and affection even of the heathens,
and he appears to have been an instrument es-
pecially appointed by Divine Providence to
protect and foster the infant causc in Bengal.
Messrs. Marshman, Ward, Brunsdon and Grant
in 1799, found a refuge in Serampore; and
when the British Government used strenuous
efforts to compel their return to England, Colo-
nel Bie referred the matter to the Court of Co-
penhagen, and was in ®ply requested to “ex-
tend his protection to the Mission.” After this
they for a time met with no annoyance; the
Missionaries had won the estcem of both the
English and Danes; and the fears that had been '
entertained regarding the probable success of
their efforts begun to diminish. On the 8th
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May, 1801, during the breach between England
and Denmark, Serampore was taken by the
English ; but ¢ the Missionarics were permitted
to go on with their labours without intermission,
preaching and teaching in the same peaceful
way as before.” In 1802 Mr. Chamberlain, and
in 1804, Messrs. Mardon, Biss, Moore and
Rowe came out by way of America, and do not
seem to have been subjected to any interfer-
ence; on the contrary, the Government, “hav-
ing had full proof of the character and deport-
ment of the Missionaries, were willing to give
cevery facility to their labours, short of authori-
tative patronage; and this was never desired.”
In 1805, however, the Missionarics “ began
to be treated by the country Magistrates in a
different manner. Once they were interrupted
when distributing tracts, and sent home; and
once when they were not <distributing tracts nor
preaching, they were interrogated and comman-
ded to return to Scrampore,” yet, in the same
year, understanding it would not be disagree-
able to Government, they purchascd a picce
of land in the Lall Bazar in Calcutta for
the purpose of erecting a chapel, and met
with no opposition. But in 1806, the Bri-
tish Government again made strenuous efforts
against the Mission. A mutiny broke out
among the Native troops in Vellore, in the
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Madras Presidency ; and onc of the causes which
conspired to produce it, was stated by Major
Scott Waring to be, “ the arrival in the preced-
ing year of Methodist Missionaries on the Coast,
and the encouragement they rcceived from
Government, and individuals in authority.”

“ A month prior to the mutiny,” says the
same writer, ¢ the Missionaries for the first time
preached in an open street in Calcutta. After
this street preaching had continued for five
successive Sundays, a general alarm was excited
in Calcutta by the Vellore mutiny.” About this
time, a Native youth professed his attachment
to Christianity, and leaving his relatives took
up his residence with the Missionaries in Scram-
pore. On the 21st of August, his mother en-
deavoured to persuade him to return to her, but
failed ; and on the following day she, together
with some  of her relatives, attempted to carry
him off Ly force. In this they had nearly suc-
cecded. lle was seized and put into a boat
which had been previously provided for the
purpose; and they were taking him away, when
Mr. Wm. Carey, one of Dr. Carey’s sons, went
after them in another boat, and rescued the lad..
Immediately after thesc occurrences, on the
23rd August, Messrs. Robinson and Chater ar-
rived. “Two English Missionaries,” says Major
Waring, ¢ with their wives arrived in Calcutta
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in an American ship, to reinforce nine English
Missionaries. The first determination of the
Bengal Government was, to send these men and
their wives out of the country ;—the second, to
put an immediate stop to street and field preach-
ing, to itinerating, and to the circulation of
abusive religious tracts, and also prohibit native
converts from preaching any where, or from
itinerating under the orders of the Missiona-
ries.”

On the 25th, Captain Wickes and the two
Missionaries presgpted themselves at the Police
oflice, where they were detained a long time,
and at last denied permission to proceed to Se-
rampore. On the following day, Mr. Carey
having called at the office, “was told by one of
the Magistrates, that they had a message to him
from the Governor General, which was, ¢ that as
the Governor did not interfere with the preju-
dices of the Natives, it was his request that Mr.
Carey and his colleagues would not.” This re-
quest, as explained by the Magistrates, amount-
ed to this; they were not to preach to the na-
tives, nor suffer the native converts to preach;
they were not to distribute religious tracts, nor
suffer their people to distribute them; they
were not to send forth native converts, nor to
take any stcp, by conversation or otherwise, for
persuading the natives to embrace Christianity.
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"Mr. Carey, enquired if they bad any written
communication from the Governor General;
and was answered in the negative. He then
took leave of them assuring them that neither
he nor his brethren wished to do any thing dis-
agreeable to Government, from which they
could conscientiously abstain.

“Some of the foregoine artieulars however
were softened in a subsequent conversation, he-
tween the Magistrates and a friend to the Mis-
sionaries. ‘It was not mcaut’ they hen said,
“to prohibit Mr. Carcy or lis brethren from
preaching at Serampore, or in their own house
at Calcutta, only they must not preach at the
Lall Bazar. It was not intended to prevent
their circulating the Scriptures but mercly the
tracts abusing the Ilindoo religion; and that
there was no design to forbid the native Cliris-
tians conversing with their countrymen on
Christianity ; only they must not go out under

1)

the sanction of the Missionaries.”’

Mr. Robinson writes on the 28th August,
Thursday. * After some difficulty our baggage
all arrived safe at Scrampore, though wé our-
sclves are still at Calcutta.

20th August, Friday. The Police giving no
further orders, all but myself proceeded to Se-
rampore.. Brother Moore and I went up to-
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gether thisevening. Aswe passed up the river
we saw a fire, in which, as the boatmen inform -
cd us, a woman had just been burned with the
body of her deceased husband.”

On the Gth September, Messrs. Chater and
Robinson, accompained by Messrs. Marshman
and Carey, waited on Col. Krefting, then Go-
vernor of Scrampore; who reecived them kindly
and took them under his protection as Missiona-
rics. But on the I1th, they received an order
from the Police office at Calcutta, requesting
their attendance %here at 11 o'clock; accom-
canied by Mr. Marshman, they went down, and
o tacir appearing at the office, an order from

he Covernor General in Council was read to
+iem, commandiug them to take an early oppor-
viaity  to veturn to Englend, and refusing Capt
wickes @ clearance until they had left, unless
Yo took them back with him. In the evening
o the same day, they rcturned to Serampore
a.~ompanied by Capt. Wickes, who waited on
‘Iv Danish Gpvernor the following day, with a
view 1o entering his ship there, and thus enable
him to clear, without an ofler from Calcutta.
This was however refused him on the ground
that he did not enter the vessel at Scrampore on
ais first arrival ; but the Missionaries he er.lgag-
ed to protect, and refused to give them up ta
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the English, except an armed force were sent to
take themn, and such a step he would consider a
declaration of war with Denmark. ¢ I'll strike
my flag, and deliver myself a prisoner of war,”
were his expressive words.

In the meanwhile the Serampore Missionaries
represented to Government that “ Capt. Wickes
had cleared from Rotterdam to Serampore, that
his clearing out from Rotterdam to England
was no more than a nccessary step to accomplish
the first intended voyage; that Messrs. Chater
and Robinson were then at Sgrampore, and unad
joined the Mission under the protection of the
King of Denmark.” This representation pro-
duced an enquiry, whether the Missionaries
were actually under the protection of the Da-
nish Government, or whether they only lived
at Serampore, from choice, as being a conve-
nient situation. To this enquiry an answer was
sent by the Danish Governor, stating that, “on
the Missionaries, Messrs. Marshman, Ward,
Brunsdon and Grant first coming to reside at
Serampore, the late Governor, Cols Bie, had rep-
resented to the Court of Copenhagen, that
their conduct was Such as he highly approved,
and that their residence there was likely to be
uscfu to the settlement ; that to this an answer
had been sent by the Court of Copenhagen, ap-
proving of their settling at Serampore, and re-
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quiring him to extend his protection to the
Mission ; that in virtue of this high authority,
he had taken Messrs. Chater and Robinson un-
der the protection of his Danish Majesty ; and

' that the Missionaries were not to be considered
as persons in debt, who were barcly protected,
but as persons under the patronage of the Da--
nish Government.”

After this answer, Capt. Wickes applicd at
the Police Oflice for a clearance. At first he
was told that the order of council had been con-
firmed; but being soon” after sent for by the
Magistrates, they conferred together on the sub-
ject ; when he stated to them that,  the Mis:
sionaries were willing, if fair and friendly rep-
resentations could not prevail, rather than
oppose Government, to give up the brethren.
He added that, though it might be a serious
affair both with America and Denmark, if he
and the Missionaries were to be obstinate, yet
they each considered the peace and good under-
standing of nations to be of such importance,
that they would give up almost any thing,
rather than be the occasion of interrupting it.”
On this statement, Capt. Wickes was furnished
with the necessary papers for his departure.

As Government however still appeared to

be dissatisfied with the continuance of the
Missionaries in any portion of their own
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territories, it was resolved to obviate any cause
of complaint, by removing them as soon as pos-
sible. Accordingly Mr. Chater very shortly
after removed to Burmah, while Mr. Robinson
remained a little longer at Serampore.

CHAPTER 1V.

MR. ROBINSON VISITS CUTWA,—INCIDENTS.
[1807.]

Scarcely had Mr. Robinson entered upon his
career, before two of the small band of devoted
Missionaries were added to the number of those
who were allowed to come, and having just
seen the field, were called away. On the 17th
September, 1806, Mr. Biss, who had scarcely
been two years in the country, arrived from
Dinagepore with the hope of obtaining medical
assistance. He was then apparently improving,
but soon became worse, and was compelled to



REV. W. ROBINSON. 37

have recourse to a sea voyage, and néver return-
ed. On the day of his arrival at Serampore,
Mr. Chamberlain also came from Cutwa bring-
ing with him the, lifeless remains of his wife,
who had died on their way down, and she was
carried to the grave by the brethren between
6 and 7 the following morning.

These losses were much lamented. Of the
fourteen Missionaries that had been sent out by
the Socicty, within the previous thirteen years,
five ha:l already finished their course.

But the work of the Lord prospered. The
Mission, it will be romembered, was formed on
the 2nd October, 1792. Messrs. Thomas, Carey’
and Fountain had iaboured witheut any appa-
rent success till 1800, when the first Missionary
to the hcathen, Mr. Thomas, was made the in-
strument of bringing the first Ilindoo to the
profession of the gospel. From that time the
number of converts gradually increased, and
betore six years had elapsed ninety three natives
had renounced caste, and made a public profess-
ion of their faith in Christ. Some of them had
indeed dishonored that profession ; but the ma-
jority walked worthy of the Gospel, while some
were faithful and diligent preachers of the
truth. The large and unexpected success which
they had met, led the Church at Serampore to

D
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set apart the 5th October, Lord’s day, to com-
memorate the formation of the Baptist Mission-
ary Society. The brethren “met at half an
hour after six in the morning, to give thanks
to God for putting it into the heart of his peo-
ple to send the Gospel into this country, and to
praise him for the success with which he had
been pleased to bless their exertions. After
this two natives were baptized; one of them
a youth of sixteen. At 11 o’clock, Brother Ca-
rey preached a sermon from Zech. iv. 10, ¢ Who
hath despised the day of small things? e In the
afternoon Brother Marshman read the form of
agreement drawn up by the brethren at Seram-
" pore respecting the manner in which they
should act in instructing the heathen. The
Lord’s Supper was then administered, at which
were present a goodly number of native bre-
thren and sisters. This was a refreshing season,
Brother Des Granges preached in the Eve-
ning.”

At the beginning of 1807, Mr. Robinson in’
reviewing the events through which he had
passed, and proposing to himself a plan for
private study during the year thus writes.

“ 5th January.—Set apart an hour this morn-
ing to review the scenes of the past year, and

to consider how I shall best spend the present.
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During the past year, I have cxperienced great-
er instances of the Divine goodness than in any
. preceding year of my life. Therc are three in-
stances in which the Lord has been peculiarly
gracious to me, and which I desire particularly
to remember. One is this; the Lord has given
me a loving anl affectionate wife whom I can-
not but consider my greatest carthly blessing.
Another is &s; the Lord has enabled me to
part with my friends far better than ever I ex-
pected. I had drcaded that parting scene for
many years, and I am now surprised to sec how
well the Lord has DLrought me through it.
The third thing I wi:h particularly to remem-
ber is the goodnes of God in bringing me and
my dear partner sufe across the mighty deep. 1
had some measure of illness while at sea; and
my wife was two or three times dangerously ill;
but the Lord has dclivered us out of all our
troubles, and brought us safely to our desired
haven, and now having entcred on another
year, I have resolved in the strength of God to
perfoim as far as in me lics, the three following
things. First, that I will endeavour to gain a
further acquaintance with my Bible. Secondly,
that if the Lord should continue me in this
part of the country, where the Bengalee lan-
guage is spoken, I will do my endeavour to
preach in that language before the close of
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the year; or if I should be removed hence,
and placed where some other language is
spoken, I will endeavour to learn it as fast as.
possible. Thirdly, that I will endeavour by
the close of the year to be able to rcad in a
comfortable manner the Greek Testament.”

On the 22nd March 1807, he proceeded up to
Cutwa to spend a few months with Mr. Cham-
berlain. His journal during his short stay
there was regularly kept, and the cxtracts we
have made from it will lead us back to some of
those scenes which our fathers witnessed and
the trials they underwent;—some of which,
through the rapid advances of Christian know-
ledge and civilization within the last fifty ycars,
are scarcely known to the modern Missionary.

¢ 26th March, Thursday.—Between 5 and 6 A.
M., proceeded on our journey, after breakfast
we left the boat and walked by the river side,
and there a mournful spectacle presented itself.
We saw a poor man lying on a couch by the
side of the river; he had been brought thither
to die. When we approached him, he gave us
a look, but said nothing to us. Those who
stood by asked him if he could think, to which

she answered in the affirmative. As we could
not converse with those who stood around, after
staying with them two or three minutes, we
walked on to overtake the boat. I was affected
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with the thought that in onc or two hours that
poor creature would in all probability be lift-
ing up his cyes in torments; and though his
discase might not have carried him off for
several days, yet there is every reason to expect
that those who attended him would soon des-
patch him, by putting him into the river, and
stopping up his nose with mud. We had not
gone many yards further, before we saw another
man apparently dead. He was laid on his
back in the river with the water up to his neck,
and his nose and ears stopped with mud. A
few steps onward two or three persons were
making a pile of wood, on which it appeared
that some person was to be burnt.”

It is lamentable to observe that this practice
of Ghaut murders is still continued ; and many
a soul is thus hurried ‘into eternity by his im-
patient relatives. Let Christians, whose last
moments are watched with tender affection, and
whose wants are assiduously attended to, till the
last gasp tells that the soulis set free, think of
the poor Hindoo, whose unenlightened soul is
untimely chased into eternity ; whose last mo-
ments arc disturbed by being buried neck-decp
in the cold stream ; and whose latest gasps so
hardly ~drawn—are thus stifled !'—by thod®
whom he has nourished in his bosom.

[t is strange that a Government that has done
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much that tends directly to the good of the pea-
ple, notwithstanding their prejudices, should
hesitate to prohibit so revolting a practice.
There is nothing in Hinduism that renders it
necessary. The notion that the waters of Gun-
ga wash away sin has long gaincd credence, and
it is commonly believed that if a man dies on
the bauk of the river, his spirit gains immediate
entrance into Paradise. Yet itis allowed by
all that thisis not essential ; clse what should
they do who live miles away from the river, and
cannot in their dying moments have access to it.
If a widow can by law be prohibited from burn-
ing with her husband ; if it can be made lawful
for a Hindoo convert to inherit his paternal pro-
perty ;—if a Hindoo widow may lawfully mar-
ry ; surely it can be no difficult matter to pre-
vent the dying from beidg hurried away to the
the river side. Ilindoos themselves arc begin-
ning to ery out against this practice. o

“ 30th March, Monday.—This evening, three
men came to sce Brother Chamberlain, and ma-
nifested some desire to hear the Gospel.  While
Brother C., was explaining to them the way of
salvation, they listened with attention ; and
when they left us, said they would come again

e next morning to family worship.

“31st March, Tuesday,—This morning, the
thrce men who were here yesterday, ¢ame accord-
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ing to their promise. In the cvening, Wm. Ca-
rey, Krishna, and three or more native brethren
arrived at Kutwa from an itineracy of three
months up the country. We held a prayer-
meeting together, after which the Native breth-
ren related in a very pleasing manner, what
they had been doing and the good and bad
treatment with which they had met. Iread a
good deal of Bengalee to-day, but fecl discoura-
ged when I sce how little T have learned of it,
and how much I have yet to learn. .

“2nd April, Thursday.—This morning, Bro-
ther Chamberlain, William Carey and myself
accompanicd by the native brethren went to
Ugrodeep, where was a very large assembly.
People had come from many miles distant, for
the purpose of bathing in Gunga.  On our way,
we came to a place, where a woman was just
going to be burned with her husband, the pile
was not lighted, but ¢the Bramhuns were per-
forming the previous ceremonies. We landed
at a small distance from the pile ; but the mob,
and especially the Bramhuns, by main force pre-
vented us from going close to it, or so much as
having an opportunity to spcak with the woman.
They at first made use*of all their strength to
push us off the bank; but when they saw that
was ineffectual, they took up clubs in order to
frighten us back, yet though they menaced us
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most severcly, they dared not to strike us. Had
we been inclined to fight with these people,
there is little reason to doubt, but we could
have driven them all away ; for two or three
resolute Europeans, can put to flight a whole
mob of Hindoos ;—indced, it is said, that a sin-
gle European once, by main force, took away a
woman who was going to be burned, and locked
her up in his own house. We know however
that fighting was not our business, and when we
saw that we could not get near the pile without
using improper force, we returned on board our
boats, and there followed us no small quantity
of dirt from the bank of the river, which did us
no other injury than fouling our clothes. About
11 o’clock, we arrived at Ugrodeep. The people
heard with attention, and several of them shed
tears ; there was but little opposition, except
sometimes the cry of Hurre Bol was raised, and
this small disturbance was but of short contin-
uance, because the generality of the people
did not join it. As I could not talk to the peo-
ple mysclf, I accompanied William Carey, and
when I had opportunity gave away papers. The
eagerness of the people to receive papers was
surprising, and they were very frequently torn
out of my hand. At evening William and I re-
turned to the boats ; but Brother Chamberlain
continued talking till near 9 o’clock.
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“3rd April, Friday.—This morning when we
were gone amolig the people, a woman came, and
very near our boats threw her child into the river
as a sacrifice to Gunga ; the child however was
not drowned ; for another Hindoo took it up,
and saved its life, but the unnatural mother
would not take it again ; and it is most likely
that the person who took care of it, would after-
wards sell it for a slave. Itis somectimes the
case in this country, that mothers for the sake
of ridding themselves of a little trouble, will
sell their own children for slaves. Thus we see
that the character the Apostle gives of the hea-
then when he says, “they are without natural
aflection,” is, in such instances as these, exactly
verified.

¢ The people did not hear so well to-day, as
they did yesterday ; some lewd fellows of the
baser sort, camc and raised .tumults ; and thus
prevented those from hearing, who would other-
wise probably have heard with attention. To-
wards evening, the people, seeing us all
collected togcther about to leave them,
were determined to give us a last insult ; and
accordingly as soon as we began to walk off
towards the boatsthey began the cry of
Huree Bol, which was soon followed by clap-
ing of hands, singing and throwing cow-dung.
I opened my Unmbrella to keep off the cow-
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dung as much as I could, but they no sooner
saw that open, than they began to throw pieces
of broken pots. This mob followed us thus
perhaps for half a mile, until we came toa
place where the ground was clear, and nothing
in it which they could throw at us, and then
they left us. To say that this mob consisted
of two thousand people, is I think to speak
within compass; for when the tumult first
began, there were round us about “a thousand
people, and there was every reason to believe
that the number was doubled before we had
walked half a mile; for the people on all sides
stood as thick as they doin a fair. After we
were come to the boat, a number of people col-
lected to hear, and to beg papers, but the pa-
pers being all gone, and the brethren being
weary with talking, we crossed over to the
other side of the river; and after taking tea
about 7 o'clock in the evening, we left the
boats and walked to Cutwa, a distance of six
or seven miles,

“6th April, Monday.—This morning, Wm.
Carey, and the Native brethren left us. In the
afternoon, three persons came to hear, as they
said ; but one of them soon being tived of
hearing went away, and left the other two.
These seemed to hear with earnestness; they
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stayed till evening, hearing Brother C., and
talking to the Native brethren.

«7th April, Tuesday.—This being the morn-
ing in which our brethren and sisters at Seram-
pore, set apart an hour, to pray for the spread
of the gospel, Brother C., and I set aparta
little time to pray for the same object also; and
we were not I trust without somethjng of the
spirit of prayer.”

Mr. Robinson returned to Scrampore on the
23rd April, and on the 17th of June, he at-
tempted for the first time to pray in Bengalee
at a prayer meeting of the native brethren.

On the 13th December, he writes, “1I at-
tempted for the first time to spcak in Bengalee
in the Mission Pulpit at Serampore. I had
more liberty than I expected. What reason
have I to be thankful that the Lord has so far
favoured me with ability to learn the language
of the country, so that I am able, although in
a bioken manner, to make known his gospel
to the poor perishing heathen.”

The opinion of one of the senior Mission-
aries respecting this, his first attempt was,—
“the clearness and propriety with which he
preached the word in the language of the na-
tives, afford a pleasing hope of his future use-
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fulness in making known the word of life
among them.”

This resolution formed at the commencement
of the year was carried out. Did he also suc-
ceed in reading his Greek Testament through?
He had scarcely begun the study of Greek
before he left England. Tlat he should be
able to read through the Testament, while he
was endeawouring to master a foreign language,
and had also to struggle with pecuniary and
other difficulties, which only the first Mission-
aries to India knew, was scarcely to be expect-
ed. Itwas not till the 2nd Scptember, 1817,
he says, “I have now read the Greek Testa-
ment through, having finished it this morning.
If I remember right, in the beginning of 1807
I made a resolution to read it through that
year ; but alas ! ten years have elapsed, and my
resolution is but just now completed.” From
that time, he continued to the end of his days,
when not prevented by sickness, to read his
Greek Testament every morning. He thus read
it through twenty-three times, and finished it
for the last time on the 15th January, 1853.

On the day following that on which he first
attempted to preach in Bengalee, he seems to
have experienced deep dejection of mind, and
gives vent to his feelings in the following lan-
guage ;— The Lord seems to have departed
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from me, and were I sure that I should never
experience the presence of the Lord any more,
I should have no cause for surprise on that ac-
count, but should rather have cause to wonder
that I am out of hell. My-sins are not of a
small number, nor are they of a common magni-
tude, they lie like a load upon my heart, and
are ever before mine eyes. Where are thos®
manifestatious of the divine presence, which
others experience, and which I hope I myself
have felt in times past ? Are they for ever lost ?
Has the Lord in anger shut up his tender mer-
cies 2 Will he be favourable no more ?

Attended a conference of the Native brethren
to-night, but found no spirituality of mind. O
Lord ! return, and revive thy work upon my
soul, and let me once more have grace given
me to live (o thee.”
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CHAPTER V.

¥YR. ROBINSCN RETURNS TO CUTWA,—HIS LA-
BOURS THERE IN CONNECTION WITH
MR. CHAMBERLAIN.

[1808.]

That portion of Mr. Robinson’s life which
has hitherto passed under review, was princi-
pally preparatory. He had now gained a suffi-
cient acquaintance with the language of the
natives, to enable him to speak intelligibly,
and immediately entered upon direct Missionary
work.

On Tuesday, the 5th January, 1808, he
writes :—“ The greater part of our family at-
tended the monthly prayer-meeting at Mr,
Brown’s Pagoda, and afterwards dined at his
house. In the cvening I conducted Bengalee
worship at our house, afterwards conversed with
a young man, who said he was in great distress
of mind concerning his past conduct. It seems
by his discourse that the reading of Newton’s
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- life had been the means of exciting in him some
concern about the salvation of his soul. He has
had a religious education, and has relatives in
London, some of whom are members of Dr.
Rippen’s Church in Carter Lane, and some of
Mr. Thomas’s Church in Devonshire Square.”

It may be intecresting to notice here, that in
the early days of the Mission, all the Mission-
aries in Scrampore regarded themseclves as con-
stituting one family; all attended family wor-
ship together in the chapel hall ; and took their
meals together in an enclosed verandah of the
building. With Mr. Brown, a Chaplain in the
Co.s Establishment, they were on friendly
terms. He lived in Aldeen, a village adjoining
Scrampore, and on his premises stood a deserted
temple of Radhabullubh, the brother of Jug-
gurnath, which he converted into his study;
and therc the brethren occasionally met with
him to pray for the extension of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom. This temple still stands, but is fast
falling to ruin.

On the 12th of January, Mr. Robinson left
Scrampore for Cutwa, where he igtended to
stay for a time, and assist Mr. Chamberlain, un-
til another station could be fixed upon, which
might he occupy without exciting the jealousy
of the British Government.
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In recording his efforts there, we shall make-
a few brief cxtracts from his journal, showing
the character of the labours in which he and
his collcaguc were engaged, and some of the
difficulties they*had to encounter. .

“14th January, Thursday.—Arrived at Nud-
dea, about 10 this morning. As this is a noted
place for learning among the Hindoos, curiosi-
ty excited me to take a walk into the town. I
saw four Bramhuns sitting under a large shed
reading the Shasters; under this shed five small,
but very fine coloured carpets were spread;
the middle of the five was placed upon a small
platform of carth raised about half a yard above
the floor of the shed, and at a little distance
was placed a small stool, on which some offer-
ings of sweetmeats were laid. No person was
sitting on this carpet, it being called the scat of
the god : while the four Bramhuns, were sitting
on the other four carpets, two on cach side.
These men read in an audible v01:cc, but two of
them always read at the same time. They were
dressed in very good white cloths, end each of
them was dccorated with a string of flowers
round hisencck. Under the shed scveral mats
were also spréad {or the accomodation of their
hearers. I gave a copy of ‘Luke to an old
Bramhun who was standing on the bank of the
river: but he returned ‘it, saying he had no
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necd of it. At night we came to a place called
Gopeenathpore.

« 15th January, Friday.—We were waked this
morning before sun-rise, by the noise which an
old Bramhun made in performing his devotions
to Gunga. After the old man had finished, he
taught a boy to perform the worship of Gunga;
the boy steod in the water, repeated what the
old Bramhun said, and at intervals bathed him-
self in the river.”

On the following day, Mr. Robinson arrived
at Cutwa and on the 19th, accompanied Mr.
Chamberlain to a village, were he was engaged
in speaking for four or five hours. Mr. Robin-
son intended to speak also, but not being yet
quite familiar with the idiom of the language,
feared to attempt it, lest he should fail.  « I re-
turned home,” he says, “sorry, and with a guil-
ty conscience, because I had made no endeavour
to publish to my fellow sinners the way of sal-
vation, and to point them to the Lamb of God,
who taketh away the sin of the world. Many
persons heard Brother Chamberlain with atten-
tion, which gave us both pleasure.”

“21st January.—Went to a village about two
miles from Cutwa, accompanied by a native
brother. We were engaged about two hours,
somctimes together, and sometimes apart, many
despised, and some few heard with apparent
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scriousness. But such is the falseness of the
Hindoos, that they often appear to consent to
what a person says, and will tell him that he
speaks, “good words,” while they all the time
treat what he says with the greatest contempt.
The pride of the Bramhunsis almost incredi-
ble. I met with one to-day, who without any
ccremony affirmed that he was god; I told him
that God by a word had made the world, and
asked him if he could make a world, by the
speaking of a word ; he replied that there was
no nced for him to do that, since there was a
world already made, but as a proof of his Divi-
nity, he pointed to threc persons who were
standing by, and said he had made them.

“22nd Jany.—Brother Chamberlain is gone
out for a few days to Sreemutipore. Went to
a town about threce miles from Cutwa, where a
large market is held on Tuesday and Iriday.
The place where Brother C., generally preaches
in this town is under a Tamarind tree. I there-
fore wént under the tree, but there only a few
people came to hear. A larger assembly was
soon after callected near an idol temple, and
some persons heard with attention. Stayed in
this place nearly three hours; and with but
littic intermission was engaged all the time in
speaking. I did not enjoy all that liberty that
1 could wish; and indeed it is no casy matter
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for a person who has but small acquaintance
with a language, to find subjects about which
he can converse for a great length of time, even
though those around frequently help him by
bringing forward subjects for disputation.

« 24th Jany.—Brother C., being out, I had
to speak in Bengalee twice to-day. In the
morning had more liberty than I expected both
in prayer and in explaining the scriptures, but
in the afternoon was much straitened, especially
in prayer. Praying in a foreign language is
much more difficult than precaching. At the
afterncon service, two strangers came in with
whom I had some conversation after worship
was concluded. One of them said, that he had
heard from a boy who went to the town where
he lives, that there was a person at Cutwa who
gives away holy books, and that he was come
wishing to have one. I cxplained to them the
way of Salvation as well as I could, and at
their own request gave cach of them a copy
of Luke and the Acts. They appearcd to be
seriously disposed, and said, they would come
again when they had read the bogks.

¢ 25th January.—The two persons who came
yesterday evening came again this evening, and
brought another person with them. H& said,
he had hitherto been performing the worship
of Gunga, and did not know but that he was
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right, until he_]cai‘ned something about another
way of Salvation by means of a tract which
was given away ai;. Ugrodeep last year being
carried to his village. The place where he lives
is forty or fifty miles from Cutwa,

“6th J any.— Went to Dewangunge market,
where I was cngaged in speaking mnearly thrce
hours without intermission. Some heard with
attention, but many ridiculed.

“20th January.—Went to Dewangunge mar-
ket, but had no attentive hearers: many wick-
cd persons surrounded me, and did nothing
but despise and talk in the most ridiculous
manner. One man asked, if he believed iIn
Christ, whether he would give him four arms.

“2nd February.—Brother C., set off this
morning to Byragectola, where thousands of
people ‘will be collected for some idolatrous
purposes.”

Mr. Chamberlain’s account of this visit and
his labours there are so interesting, that no
apology is needed for inserting it here. He
arrived at that place about noon of the 3rd
February. Here he says, “a crowd instantly
surrounded us, to which standing on my chair
I preathed. The tumult soon became so great,
that I desisted from distributing papers, hoping
that a more favourable opportunity would
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occur for this part of the work, in which I was
not mistaken. The approach of night caused
a cessation for the day. We laid ourselves
down under a tree, having a small sail to shel-
ter us on one side, and we sleptin safety, and
sustained little if any inconvenience. Blessed
be Jchovah, the Keceper of Israel, le neither
sleeps nor slumbers. Soon after the sun had
scattered his beams abroad, the people began
to come together and I continued surrounded
with hundreds of people incessantly engaged,
a little time for cating ckcepted, in distribu-
ting books, and in preaching the gospel, till
the bright monarch of day wrapped up his
gldrios in the west. Blessed be God, for all
his goodness displayed towards us this day.
Many thousands of people heard the word of
his grace, and the greater part very attentively.
‘Thy kingdom come.’

g, numbers came together to
hear the word very carly, and our few : remain-
ing books and tracts were soon distributed and
numbers more were wanted. We continued
engaged among numbers of people till dinner
time, and then I gave orders to the people to
prepare for our departure.  When all things
were ready, I stood on the chair, and in the
midst of a great multitude of people praycd to
the Most High God, while the people attended

Friday morning
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in great silence. We then took leave amidst
scores of salams and good wishes, and we reach-
ed the inn late at night; and the next morning,
after discoursing with the people and taking
my breakfast I set off for home, where I had
the happiness to find all well. Oh what shall I
render to God for all his numberless benefits to
me? Brother Robinson has been out into some
of the villages, and I trust he will be encoura-
ged in the work. The assembly of Kubileshur
will be in the space of a fortnight.”

We return to Mr. Robinson’s Journal :—

¢ 12th Feb.—Bro. C., and I went to two vil-
lages to-day. In the first we met with very
violent opposition from a number of Bram-
huns; but after a while they left us, and then
the few remaining people hcard moderately
well.

In the other village, the pcople were a little
more attentive, but here the Bramhuns would
not permit us to remain unmolested. In this
village, I was witness to a ceremony, which I
never saw before. A man who had got some
water in a brazen vessel, set himself on the
ground before a Bramhun; and having taken
some of the water into the hollow of his hand,
the Bramhun dipped his great toe into it, the
man then drank the water out of the hollow of
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his hand, and poured the remaining drops upon
his head. It is said, that many people in India
refuse to drink any water until a Bramhun’s toe
has been dipped into it. *

“13th Feb.—Bro. and Sister Mardon arrived
here to-day in company with Mr. Ellerton on
their way to Goamalty, we were glad to hear
from them that several Europeans had lately in
a very serious manner, attended the English
worship at Serampore.

“ 14th February.—Bro. Krishno preached this
morning, and in the afternoon we commemorat-
ed the dying love of Christ. Three native bre-
thren and two sisters who were going with Bro.
Mardon in course, joined with us, and altoge-
ther we made up thirteen, which we thought a
goodly number considering the dark part of the
country in which we were.

«18th Feb.—Bro. C.,and I went to a market
that is held about ten miles from Cutwa, where
we got a good number of hearers. 'We stood at
a small distance from cach other, and each of us
under a tree. We were so well situated, that
most of the people who came to the market

* This water which is called Padup (foot-water) they are
taught. is efficacious to cleanse the soul from sin. We have
scen a Iindoo, under deep convictions of sin, who refused
to drink any other.
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were obliged to pass by one of us. We did not
meet with much opposition from the Bramhuns
to-day, our hearers being most of them poor
people, many of whom heard with great atten-
tion. We were engaged in talking to the peo-
ple without once changing our situations be-
tween four and five hours. We reached bome
about 7 in the evening, very wcary, but having
had on the whole a pleasant day.

“23rd Feb.—Bro. Chamberlain and myself
left Cutwa to-day for Kubileshur, wheve a great
multitude of poor deluded creatures will be
collected to perform the worship of Secb. We
slept to-night near the village of Plassy; where
avery memorable battle was once fought be-
tween the English and the forces of the Nawab.
So much does the Hooghly change its course,
and encroach upon the land, that it is said, the
river now runs through what was then the ficld
of battle.

“24th February.—We arrived at Kubileshur
this morning about 10 o’clock, and immediately
went on shore where we found a great number
of the wretched slaves of hcathenism and super-
stition, collected to pay their religious adora-
tion to a senseless stone, but we hopc the grea-
ter part of them heard of the way of salvation
through a crucified Redecmer. We took up
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enr station in the midst of the multitude un-
der a large tree, where we put a picce of coarse
cloth in the form of a tent. In this place we
put our books and papers which we had brought
to distribute among the people, and where we
and two native brethren that accompanied us,
met for family worship, morning and evening.
The singing at these times drew round us, a
number of people, wh, generally heard with
great attention.  Drother C., stood on a chair
near our tent, where he was surrounded with
grcat nwmbers of people, while T and one of
the native brethren went {rom place to place
talking to those whom we found willing to give
u-« hearing. We found but one who scemed
to be atleeted witls what was said, though many
sald we spoke che fruth. The poor people in
general seemed willing to hear, and would con-
fess the va aly of idol-worship; but frequently
vhen we had gotten togedher a number of this
deseription, the  Bramhuns  would come aud
raise a violent opposition.

~25th February.—This morning, the Revd.
M:  Parsons passed us on his way to his station
at Be,'wmpore. We went on board his bud-
cerov and o reakfasted with hun.  He told us
that he b alled at Cutwa, and left there some
fowls, duc < bread and beer. After leaving
the budgerow we veturned te our work. The

F
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people heard to-day something better than they
did yesterday : a number of papers and a few
copies of Luke and Acts were given to persons
who seemed inclined to rcad them. Before
dinner I met with a man, who heard a long time,
asked many questions, and scemed so well sat-
isfied with the answers given to them, that 1
began to cntertain hopes of him; but while I
was engaged in talking to a few other people,
he disappeared and 1 saw him no more. In the
afternoon, an old Bramhun almost mad with
anger, gave me some very abusive language, nor
was he at all sparing in the abuse of the people
that were hearing me.  As 1 was sitting down
a few minutes to rest, two Bramhuns came and
sat down by me, and said that they wished to
know what we had to say about Jesus Christ.
T told them in a few words who Jesus Christ
was, what he had done to save sinners, and
what would be the happy state of all those wao
believed in him.  They heard what I had to say
with great attention, and when I had finished
went away without expressing either their ap-
probation or disapprobation. This was an oc-
currence rather remarkable, for most persons,
but especially Bramhuns, when they hear the
Gospel, either express their approbation of it,
or turn it into a subject of ridicule.

«26th Feby,—~This morning while talking
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to a few poor people who heard with serious-
ness, a wicked Byragee came up, and gave the
lic to all 1 was saying, e aflirned that by
bathing in Gunga, a man would be  delivered
from sin; I aflirmed, he would not, and as a
proof thercof referred to the wicked lives of the
worshippers of Gunga. Not being able to re-
fute this argument, he said to those who were
near him, referring to me, “let us throw him
into the Gunga, and see what Gunga will do
for him.” In the evening when I had a good
number of people round me, several yvoung
Bramhuns came, and made a very great opposi-
tion. They asked «uestions, to which it was
impossible, according to  any rules of decency,
1o give answers. [ suppose a persen would not
hear worse language in a brothel, than these
men made use of in the presence of so many
people. T Leld up the contest as long as I could,
by reproving them for their wickedness, and
telling them to be silent; then disregarding
what they said, weut on with recommending the
Gospel to those with whom I was first convers-
ing. But the noise which these wicked Bram-
huns made, soon became so great, that my voice
could not be heard. As nothing could be said
to them by way of rcbuke, and as rcbuking
them proved entirely uscless, 1 was obliged to
give up the contest and remain silent ; which
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consequently made me the laughing stock of all
around. This triumph of sin made me feel
very severely, and caused me to mourn that the
design of the wicked should so far prevail, as to
prevent any effort being made for the salvation
of those who are ready to perish. In such cir-
cumstances as these, a Missionary has no conso-
Jation, but that which he receives from above.”

These extracts will show something of the
character of the toils a Missionary to the hea-
then sustained, and the insults to which he
was sometimes exposed.

Mr. Robinson continued to be thus employ-
ed in Cutwa, till the middle of March. The fol-
lowing brief notice will close the account of
this portion of his labours : —

« A little time before he left Cutwa, he went
to Srecmutipore to make known the word of life.
Those who are favorably disposed to the Gespel
there, have made a small hut for the reception
of a brother who may go thither to preach.
Two or threc persons who live in the neigh-
bourhood were so persecuted by the Bramhuns
and others, that they were afraid to go through
the streets by day ; they however resolved to go
and see Brother Robinson, and accordingly
arose at midnight and went to him. He got up
to receive them, and they sang, prayed and con-
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versed about Divine things for some time.
There are several persons of Sreemutipore, who
attend when there is preaching there.”

At this place, it would appear, a Native bro-
ther, Kangalee, was afterwards stationed; but
we know not that any remarkable results fol-
lowed.

CHAPTER VI

BOOTAN MISSION.

[1808—1809.]

Owing to the opposition of the British Go-
vernment, therc was no hope of Mr. Robinson’s
gaining permission to remain in Bengal, The
Senior Missionaries at Serampore, were at this
time waiting an opportunity to form a station
in Orissa; a large province contiguous to Ben-
gal; which then was, and still is one of the
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strongest citadels of heathenism and cruel su-
perstition. As a preparatory step, a portion of
the scriptures and several traets had been prin-
ted in the Ooriya dialect ; and the permission
of Government for Mr. Robinson to reside
there, was sought. But this being denied,
they advised him to choose between Assam,
Ameerapoora and Bootan. For various reasons
he preferred the last, and his views being ap-
proved of by the senior brethren, he returned
to Serampore on the 7th of April. Leaving his
wife and children there, he started for Bootan
on the 19th April 1808, in company with Mr.
William Carey, junior, whom he hoped to have
for his colleague in this Mission.

It may not be uninteresting to the reader,
if we here introduce a brief description of Boo-
tan, a country to this day but little known to
Europeans.

“Its limits are comprised between the paral-
lels of 26° 80’ and 28° of North Latitude; in
length it extends from about 88° 45 to 92° 55
of East longitude, and includes therefore an ex-
tent of nineteen thousand eight hundred square
geographical miles, which contain a population
of about a million and a half.

“ The greater portion of the Bootan territory
presents a succession of the most lofty and rug-



REV. W. ROBINSON. 67

ged mountains on the surface of the globe, and
this general character of extreme ruggedness is
scarcely interrupted save by a few geological
basins between the retiring flanks of the ranges,
which may appropriately be termed Alpine
glens. These glens are surrounded by moun-
tains which rise from three to eight and nine
thousand feet above them. The more lofty
ones are clad in perpetual snow, while the less
elevated ridges are frequently sprinkled by the
storms which expend their fury principally on
the more towering peaks.

“The secular head of the government of Boo-
tan is generally known as an officer called the
Deb Raja, while the spiritual supremacy is ves-
ted in another individual called the Dhurma
Raja, who, like the principal Lama of Thibet is
supposed to be a perpetual incarnation of the
Decity. Heis supposed to be Budh himself,
who by successive transmigrations from one
corporeal frame to another, cscapes the ordi-
nary lot of humanity. *

“Every element of deterioration is comprised
in their government, both secular and spiritual.

* For an account of the manner in which the Dhurma
Raja is elected, when his office is vacated by death, see
page 343. of Robinson’s Descriptive account of Assam,
from which this brief account of Bootan is extracted.
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Their energies are paralized by the insecurity
of property ; all that any man may amass dur-
ing his life time being, immediately on his
death, confiscated to the reigning prince, the
Deb Raja. Their morals are degraded, and
their numbers reduced by the unnatural system
of polyandry, and extensive prevalence of mo-
nastic institutions.

“ The population is divided into eight princi-
pal, and a few minor classes, who appear to de-
rive their designation from their trades and oc-
cupations. The language spoken by the Boo-
teeas, all of whom are of pure or mixed Mon-
golian races, is said to be a dialect of the Thi-
betan more or less blended with words and
idioms from the languages of the country on
which they severally touch.

¢ Their religion is a form of Buddhism. In
their religious observances, the most remarkable
circumstance is the noise with which they arc
accompanied. The instruments used arc clario-
nets, sometimes formed of silver or brass, but ge-
nerally of wood with reed pipes, horns, shells,
cymbals, drums and gongs.”

To this country, Dr. Carey’s attention was
directed before he came to Serampore in 1800.
He had made two or three excursions thither,
end it had long been his earnest desire to see a
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Mission formed there. In order to acquire
some knowledge of the language, he had copied
with his own hands an unpublished Thibetan
Grammar, written in Latin by some enterprising
traveller, who had visited Bootan many years
before. This Grammar was recopied by Mr.
Robinson ; and subsequently translated into
English by his eldest son, the author of the
Descriptive Account of Assam.

The Mission to Bootan was an arduous
undertaking : and Mr. Robinson went with
trembling steps. It was mnot that he feared
man, to such fear he was very much a stran-
ger. It was not that he would shun the labour
attending the work, or that he dreaded the
unhealthiness of the climate to which he was
going, he had been brought up to hard labour,
and was blessed with a strong constitution.
These were matters to which he seems to have
given scarcely a thought. But he was yet a
young man and a young christian: and that
confidence which a liberal education, an ex-
tensive intercourse with men of large minds
and much experience, and an intimate know-
ledge of htiman nature might inspire, he did
not enjoy. It was no small sacrifice to be se-
perated from all christian society, and mingle
only with a barbarous tribe, who had no fel-
low-feeling with him, from whom he could
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expect no sympathy, and with whom he could
interchange no thoughts, without any one of
experience near him with whom he might hold
counsel, or who could cheer him when faint or
discouraged ; while the object to give the
Bootecas the Scriptures in their own language,
to declare among them doctrines distasteful to
human nature, and to endeavour, to bring them
to the knowledge of the truth opposed to all
their preconceived notions, involved a respon-
sibility which might make men of stronger
minds tremble. But he went leaning on an
Almighty arm. “ When I think,” Le says, “ upon
the work, I cannot but pray for wisdom, to
him who giveth liberally and upbraideth not.
That promise, ‘I am with you even to the
end of the world,” affords me both comfort and
encouragement.” Mr. Carey’s company was to
him very pleasant; but it was not yet settled
whether he should continue with him.

On their way to Dinagepore, nothing worthy
of particular notice occurred. On one occasion
while moving up a narrow river lined on hoth
sides with thick jungle, onadry hot dayin
May, the friction of the branches of the low
shrubs against onc another, caused them to
ignite, and ° the jungles on the side of the
river being in flames, the smoke, the heat of
he fire, the hot winds, and the heat of the sun
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altogether rendered their situation very uncom-
fortable.” Three days after this, the young
Missionaries left their boats in the morning,
and after walking all day under a burning sun,
arrived at Sadamuhal in the evening; and
providentially did not suffer at all. At Di-
nagepore, they were assisted in making further
preparations for their journey by Mr. Fernan-
dez, a gentleman who while he supported him-
self, preached the gospel with true Missionary
zeal to the natives around, and became pastor
of a prosperous Church.

On the 14th of May they left him to pro-
ceed on their journey; but on arriving at Bar-
barce, a village about twenty miles from Bho-
tehaut, they received tidings which rendered
it advisable for the present to defer an attempt
to enter Bootan. Before they had pitched their
tent, the Jumadar, or head man of the village,
came to pay them a visit, bringing with him a
present of some plaintains, eggs and a Rupee.
He informed them that, about a month previ-
ous, a Civil war had broken out in Bootan, and
that the town of Bhotehaut was then in the
hands of the insurgents. Not willing yet to
give up their purpose of an immediate entrance
among the people, they intended to make a di-
rect effort the next day, when they received
intelligence from a man who had just come from
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Bhotehaut, that the Bootan Government was
jealous of all persons from Bengal ; that a num-
ber of Bengalee soldiers and the inhabitants of
Nepaul had joined the insurgents, and that the
whole country was in a ferment. Under these
circumstances they felt it their duty to return
to Bengal, and wait for a more favorable oppor-
tunity.

On his return to Serampore, Mr. Robinson
was in September attacked with a violent fever,
in which his life was alwmost despaired of. He
was however through mercy restored, and on
the 24th of January 1809, set out the second
time for Bootan. On this occasion he says, “1
suffer more from lowness of spirits than I know
how to express. I am going aloné, and am go-
ing I know not whither.” Feeling much the
desirableness of a companion, on his way up he
stopped a few days at Goamalty, where he en-
deavoured to persuade one of the Native preach-
ers to accompany him; but failing in this, he
again set out alone. After procceding a short
distance, he secems to have been overcome by
deep depression of mind, together with an over-
whelming sense of the importance of the work ;
and for a time to have allowed the thought of
giving up the project. Returning to Goamalty,
he immediately wrote to the brethren at Seram-
pore, “ Whether I have acted right in this res-
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pect, he best knows, who searcheth the hearts
and trieth the reins of the children of men. I
did not however resolve to return, till after the
most serious prayer and self-examination of
which I was capable ; and after doing this I do
not see it my duty to undertake this work: nor
am I conscious of any selfish motives in relin-
quishing it. Itis true, that thisisa work at-
tended with many difficulties and trials, but if I
know my own heart, it was not the prospect of
these that induced me to return.”

The brethren at Se;ampore on receiving this
intelligence wrote to him without dclay, and
urged him to prosecute his journey; and with
their wishes he complied ;—* but though I am
going,” he says “the prospect of such a great
work makes me go with trembling steps.”

Arriving at Sadhamuhal he set out thence on
the 22nd March, accompanied by Mr. William
Carey and two native preachers. On the 25th,
they arrived at Barbaree, and on the 27th at a
village called Jorapakuree, about two miles
from Bhotehaut. Here they met Dr. Bucha-
nan, who informed them that there was a dis-
pute between the Booteas and the Raja of
Kooch Behar, which had occasioned the Eng-
lish to send troops into the latter place. They
were obliged therefore to act with peculiar
eantion. On the following day the native

G
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preachers were sent into Bhotehaut; and were
well received ; but the Booteas having already
heard of the arrival of two Europeans, manifest-
ed some suspicion. The Katma, or governor
of the place, however, offered to send them an
invitation, if thcy would inform him of their
Jintention to visit him. = Accordingly they ad-
dressed him a note, and were immediately invit-
ed “to go to him, and spend a few days, and
tell him their joys and sorrows,” adding that
the next morning he woyld send his musicians
and dancing girls to meet them. At the same
time hearing that they had no tent, he ordered
a house to be put up for them.

« On Thursday, the 30th March, we sct off to
Bhotehaut, and arrived before either the danc-
ing girls or musicians met us, which was some
pleasure to us, as we did not want thejr compa-
ny. On our arrival, we went into the market
place, where a seat was prepared for us under a
tree. It was a bamboo bed-stead, with a co-
loured carpet upon it. After we had sat under
the tree for a few minutes, the Katma came to
receive us. As he approached, we went a few
steps towards him and took off our hats; and
he also took off his, which is made either of
Bamboo or cane, and serves at once for hat and
umbrella. He then presented us with two
dirty Boetan - handkerchiefs ; and we in return
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gave him a spy-glass. This done, he held out
his hands to shake hands with us both at once ;
and then desired us to hbe seated, and took a
seat himself. - After a few compliments passed,
he asked us to have a cup of his tea, which he
called coloured water. We then had our table
set up, and three cups and saucers brought, one
for him and one for each of us. Bcfore he tast-
ed his tea, he held down his head and said a few
words in a very serious manner, as though re-
peating some words over it. After taking tea,
we were presented with a few walnuts which
the Booteas had brought from the mountains.
He then walked with us to the house which he
had prepared-for usj it was a common Benga-
lee house and the floor spread with sackeloth.
IIc ordered that we, our servants and horses
should be supplied with provisions; and after
stdying a few minutes he left us. Soon after-
wards several Booteas  came to sec us, and en-
quired whether we had any liquors. We gave
them about a spoonful of rum cach, but diluted
it with water, lest they should have too good an
opinion of it. They drank it out of their own
wooden cups, which they always carry in their
pockets, and after drinking it licked them to
made sure of the last drop. They were very
much taken with our clothes, and said that as we
were so well covercd from head to foot, it was
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impossible for the flies to bite us. We asked
who made their cloths; they told us that each
one made his own. From what we could learn
they have no thread, but what they pick out of
the cloth. They carry their needless about with
them in a deer’s horn. Their snuff boxes are
also made of horn ; they are about three inches
long, and at the bottom an inch wide, of a coni-
cal form with a small hole at the top, through
which they pour the snuff into the palm of
their hands, and apply it to the nose. They are
exceedingly fond of Paun and beetle nut, of
which they eat so much, that their teeth seem
to be quite in a state of decay. After dinner
the Katma came to see us again, when we pre-
sented him with a watch, which he liked very
well, but did not seem at all sensible of its
value. When he put it to his ear and heard
the beating, he asked if it were not a charm.
We took this opportunity of informing him,
that we wished to live in the neighbourhood of
Bhotehaut, and asked him if we might come to
the market when we pleased. To that he rea-
dily agreed. We said this principally to see
whether he would offer us a place in Bhote-
haut; but he gave us no intimation that we
might reside there. We asked him, if we might
go up to the mountains; to which he replied,
Not till we had gotten a pass from the King.
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In the evening, he came to tea with us, and
seemed to like our tea and’ biscuits very well.
After tea, we discoursed with him about learn-
ing the Bootan language, on purpose to see
whether he entertained any jealousy in that res-
pect ; but he appeared very free, and told us the
names of several things in the Bootan language,
and said we should learn it by a few inonths’
application. We cenquired whether they had
any books in their language. He told us they
had, and as far as we could understand they
have also a grammar. DBefore he left us, he
gave us very strict orders to have guards set all
round the house ; and told the people that if
they stole the least thing belonging to us, he
would send them to the ]!mg, aund have their
heads cut off.

“The next day he eatered into friendship
with us; but scnt early in the morning to
ask whether we both wished to be his friends,
or only one of us. We replied, that we
both wished to enter into {ricndship with him.
‘Ie had told us the night bzfore, that he would
come to breakfast with us in the morning.
When our breakfast was ready we accordingly
sent for him ; and he came attended with a
number of Booteas. We gave him a plate of
Khichree, (pulse and rice boiled tozether,) which
he said he liked very well ; though after eating
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a little he gave it to the other Booteas, who,
each taking a little'in his hand, soon devoured
it. Breakfast being finished we went in com-
pany with the Katma to his own house, which
is small and near ; the large bungalow in which
he used to live being out of repair. His
house is built upon seu/ and bamboo posts ; the
ascent to it is by two saul trees, with notches
cut in them six or seven inches wide. Whel
we came to the sitting place he presented us
with a handkerchicf, shook hands with us, and
desired us to be sezted. We were now in the
presence of his idol, before which he chcse to
enter int® friendship with us, that it might
be the more firm and solemn. A smaill quantity
of sugar, and a2 number of oranges and walnuts
were placed before the idol ; which when we
were seated, were taken up and presented to
us, a few of which we eat. He then called for
the tea-pot, and gave us each a cup of teain
wooden cups; but before we tasted it, he
turned his eye toward his idol, and pronounced
a few words in the same scrious tone as he
did yesterday. After drinking the tea, several
Bootan blankets were brought to us, with a
skin of the musk animal, and a tail of the
Tartar cow. He then ordered all these pre-
sents to be taken to our house. The friend-
ship being consummated, it only remained that
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it should be made public; he therefore called
for some Bengalee drummers and dancing girls,
and ordered them to play before us; then
taking us each by the hand, he walked with
us from his house to ours, where in return for
ine handkerchief he gave us, we each presented
bim with oue of our pocket handkerchiefs. He
also gave us a couple of young horses, which we
would rather now have take , but were afraid
to refuse them, lest we should give offence.
‘We having 2ccording to the custom, given pre-
sents in moncy to “he drummers, dancing girls
and other ai.endants, the Katma returned to
his own house. Soon afterwards a Jinkof of
the Deb Raja arrived at Bliptchaut, who came
almost nnmediatel; to sce us, bringing with
him his tea-pot, to give us each acup of tea,
[Ic presented us with a couple of blankets ;
and we gave him a spy-glass, with which he
was very well pleased. The Katma said, he
was glad we had given him a  spy-glass, because
being a Jinkof of the Deb Raja, he was nearly
as great a man as himself, and could perhaps
spcak well of us up the mountains. The Kat-
ma returned to dinner with us, when we were
informed that there were nearly twenty of his
servants, who would expeet presents from us in
money. In the evening, the Katma came 'to see
us again, when we made presents to his servants
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and took our leave both of him and them.”

‘Returning to Barbaree, Mr. Robinson pro-
cured a piece of ground on which he began to
build a small house. Shortly after this, the
native preachers being taken dangerously ill,
Mr. Carey rcturned with them to Dinagepore,
and he remained there alone.

The summer of 1809 appears to have been
intensely hot. Mr. Carcy writes, “ It is a great
mercy indecd that this journcy has not injured
my health. The weather is very hot indeed..
Natives have been stiuck : and yot the Lord has
preserveg, me, although I have been exposed
from morning to, night in the hottest of it, with-
out being able to .avoid it.” Mr. Robinson in
‘his anxiety to have his house finished, and rely-
ing perhaps too much upon the strength of
his constitution, had on one occasion, in May,
walked out to Shaldanga, a distance of ten miles
in the Leat of the day to procure some mats.
Two days after this, he was taken with a violent
fever of a dangeroys character which prevails
in that part of the country, and which but
few Europeans survive. Where the first at-
tack does not prové fatal, it is often followed
by similar attacks; and the painful cffects—
frequently vertigo in the head—are expericn-
ced for years, rendering close study impram-
cable. Brought low by this fever, and without
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medical aid, or even a friend to assist him, he
sent a short unfinished note to Mr. Carey, en-
treating him to come immediately. This re-
quest was instantly complied with and his health,
was partially restored.

CHAPTER VII.

RESIDENCE AT BARBAREE AND CHEERING
PROSPECTS, FOLLOWED BY HEAVY AFFLICTIONS
AND TRIALS :—THE BOOTAN MISSION IS GIVEN
UP.

[June, 1809 to May, 1811.]

In June, 1809, Mr. Robinson came down to
Sérampore, intending to return with his family
forthwith. But his wife's illness, and his own
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indifferent health prevented his proceeding
towards Bootan till the 1st of November. . This
time his journey was fraught with afflictions
and trials. He had not proceeded far before
another attack of fever laid him low. His
only son was next taken ill; medical aid
was not to be had where they were. Every
rémedy within their reach was used, but
the child grew worse ; and after an illness of
thirteen days, died on the 1st Decr., when they
had nearly reached Sadhamuhal. ¢ Our son
Samuel,” he writes  was a finc boy ; very live-"
ly and attractive ; and was cight months old
within five days. This was a heavy stroke to
my dear wife, but not so much soto me. I
fcel however but little of a murinuring disposi-
tion, for which I ought to be thankful. The
Lord gives me strength equal to my day. I
am rcady to wonder how I have been carried
through the trials of the last few days; surely
I should have sunk under them if the Lord had
not been my support. I can sce notiing won-
derful or strange in this afflictive providence ;
for so many and heavy have been my afllictions
of late that I am become almost familiar with
them. Yet sharp as my trials have been, I can-
not help thinking that they have done me good.”

Ou the morning of the 2nd December, they
arrived at Sadhamuhal, where they soon after
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committed the body of their dear little boy to
the grave. “ The Lord,” he says,  still supports
me, and itSs no small alleviation of this trial,
that we have been able to give our child a de-
cent interment, which we could not have done,
had he died a few days sooner. Thus the Lord
mixes mercy with judgements.” In a letter to
Dr. Marshman he writes, “ Strange as it may
seem, this trial appears light when compared
with my own illness or that of my wife; be-
cause by each of these I was -prevented from
proceeding to my proper station, and a dark
¢loud thrown over all my prospects; but
though the death of our child be a trial, yet
my prospects of usefulness in my work remain
as fair as ever.” In the same letter, he re-
marks with reference to the work before him.
“ I often feel much discouraged, when I take
into considcration the greatness of the work on
the one hand, and my own inability on the
other. I sce nothing becfore me, but a scene
of much close and persevering study, and I
am sometimes afraid that my volatile disposi-
tion will not relish such an undertaking. But
amidst all my discouragements, this is my com-
fort, that Christ has said, ¢ Lo, I am with you,’
and he can enable a worm to thresh a mountain.”

The weak state of Mr. Robinson’s health ren-
dered it necessary for him to continue awhile at
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Dinagepore ; where he was occasionally engaged
in preaching to the heathen. Finding his health
sufficiently re-established, he proceeded to
Barbaree on the 21st Fcbruary, 1810. The
Katma, whose friendship he had endeavoured
to secure in the hope that he would bring
his efforts to a successful issue by procuring for
him a Moonshee, had been rcmoved. His own
house was standing, but had been much damag-
ed. Mrs. Robinson and his children joined
him on the 24th of March.

Here he hoped he was for the present at least
settled ; and with his little family round him,
entered upon his duties with a cheerful heart
and with fresh vigour. In April, he writes,
“The country round here is far from being
thinly peopled, and presents a wide field for la-
bour and exertion ; and it may be further ob-
served that it is all new ground. A Missionary
might travel from this place as far west as Pat-
na, and eastward through all Behar and the dis-
trict of Rungpore, quite to the border of Assam,
and all the time be breaking up new ground,
and making known the glad tidings of salvation
where they have never yet been heard. But
were a person to confine himself within a few
miles of this place, there are people enough in
that small compass to be well worth his atten-
tion. Our situation here is very pleasant, and I
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think healthful ; we have a fine circulation of
air, and on the whole a good prospect, which is
h:ightened by the frequent sight of the moun-
tains. The weather is much cooler here than at
Serampore ; while you are almost panting for
breath under the scorching sun and drying
winds, we enjoy frequent breezes from the
North-east, which render us as cool within doors
as we wish to be.”

The report that an European had taken up
his residence in these parts, to proclaim a new
religion, was spreading very rapidly, and several
people, excited by curiosity had come many
miles, to know what this new dectrine might be.
¢ I have now had preaching at my house three
Sabbaths: and did not I think that the people
were excited by curiosity alone, I should pe in
great hope that some good would be done
amongst them. The first Sabbath, my hearers
were few and attentive; but the next Sabbath
I suppose there were forty or more men, besides
a number of wothen ; and some persons among
them heard with attention. Last Sabbath day,
the congregation was still larger, and consisted
both of males and females; the house was near-
ly as full as it could be: and before I had done
numbers had collected at the door.”

In the meanwhile, Mr. Kobinson had used
every effort to secure the services of a Moon-

H
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shee to enable him to acquire the Bootan lan-
guage, and there was every prospect of success.
The Katma at Bhotehaut liad gone up to the
Deb Raja, and there was no reason to doubt
that permission might be obtained to enter into
the very heart of Bootan.

Butalas ! these cheering prospects were to con-
tinue but a short time; this temporary sun:
shine was to be followed by a dark and clotdy
day. Scarcely had a month elapsed before Mr.
Robinson again lay very dangerously ill, with a
fresh attack of the Bootan fever. The anxiety
of Mrs. Robinson’s mind was very deep;—
* what will be the event,” she says, “I cannot
tell ; but my fears are very great. Oh, that the
Lord may deal with me in mercy.” Her fears
weres removed, Divine Providence, whose ways
are inscrutable, raised up her husband, but it
was to inflict upon him another and a more ter-
rible blow. She was next. laid low. Mr. Ro-
binson writes: —

“4th July.—~My dear wife Ss something bet-
ter, and I hope recovering, though but slowly.
I am now removed into my new house, and
have almost done the preparatory work, neces-
sary for this station. I now hope to sit down
to my studies, and to persue them without in-
terruption. I have the promise of a Bootan
Moonshee, whom I expect in a few days, and
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for whom I am now preparing a house. Not-
withstanding the afflictions that have attended
my family, never were my prospects in the
Bootan Mission, so pleasing as they are now.
This view of things affords abundant reason for
joy and thankfulness to my gracious God,
,Whose mercies continually follow me. I now
seem to be on the eve of beginning my life
time’s work; all that I have hitherto done ap-
pears only preparatory to the great undertaking
that lies before me.

“10th July.—How uncertain are all earthly
enjoyments! I am plunged into the depths of
distress, on account of my wife’s returning ill-
ness. Her cnd seems near. The fever has re-
turned with increased violence, and she becomes
weaker every day. She is aware that death is at
hand, but is not terrified at his approach. Death
is to her no unwelcome messenger. She feels a
deep sense of her own unworthiness, but at the
same time a firm and unshaken faith in Christ.
To-day, she repeated with much feeling the
words of the Psalmist. ¢ When I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and
Thy staff, they comfort me.’ She several times
expressed a wish to sing, and repeated with
peculiar emphasis,’the poet’s words. ¢ When 1
can read my title clear, &c. In the evening
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after she was in bed, she requested me to join
her in singing, ‘Sweet is the work, my God,

my King,’ &c.; but I was too far overwhelm-
ed with grief to gratify her in this respect A
few minutes afterwards I left the room, when
I heard her employing the little remains of Ber
strength in singing the praises of her Redeem-
er. When I asked her if there was any pas-
sage of Scripture, which she wished to be spok-
en from after her decease, she replied that if
any improvement was made of her death, she
wished Dr. Carey to speak from those words in
the first Epistle to Timothy. ¢This is a faith-
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came in the world to save sinners,
of whom I am chief, especially the latter
clause. She wished me to write as ‘affection-
ately as I could to her mother, and a serious let-
ter to each of her brothers. Upon my asking
her whether she felt any cgneern about leaving
me and the children, she replied, that the Lord
would be my Preserver, and that she wished the
children to be sent to Serampore, repeating a
promise that sister Marshman made to her when
ill at Calcutta last year, that she would be a
mother to her children. She was much affected
with the goodness of God to her in bringing
her under the sound of His Gospel while there
wege none of her relations, she remarked, of*
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whom she could hope well,‘ except her mo-
ther.”

On the following day she appeared better,
but he encountered a fresh disappoin;:ment.
The Moonshee whom he had expected was
taken ill, and returned to his village.

“15th July.—Yesterday my wife had less of
the fever, and I began to indulge a little hope ;
but to-day the fever has returned and she is
weaker than ever. Still her mind is calm, and
her fears but few, while her hope is firm and
steadfast. I hope I feel a little resignation,
though I frequently feel a great unwillingness
to part with so dear an object. If the Lord
take her away, I have scarcely a doubt in my
own mind concerning the rcason of his conduct,
for it appears plain to me that his design in act-
ing thusis to open a way for me into Bootan
the easier. Perhaps I may find difficulties in
attempting an entrance into that country, which
with a wife and family, it will be almost impos-
sible to encounter, while a single man may en-
counter and overcome them with comparative
ease. Should this be the case, the Lord is dis-
engaging me from the affairs of this life, that I
may please Him who hath called me to be a
soldier. While I view matters in this light, to
be unwilling to part with this earthly comfort
would be to act directly contrary to the words
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of Him, who hath said, * He that loveth wife,
and children more than me is not worthy of
me.’ It has been my prayer that God would
open the way before me into Bootan, and this
I hope he will do, but perhaps in a manner that
I never expected. Who can tell but by this
afflictive Providence, he may be answering my
prayers; and removing what he sees would for
some reason or other, be a great hinderance out
of my way ? Should this be the case I ought
not to repine at his conduct, but to approve of
what he does.

“23rd July.—During the last week my dear
wife appeared to have but little fever; yet alas,
there are no signs of recovery. To-day I set
off with her ta Dinagepore to try whether the
river air would have any good effect upon
her.” '

Arriving at Dinagepore on the 25th, they re-
ceived very kind attentions from Mr. Fernan-
dez and the members of his family; but on the
29th Mr. Robinson writes :—

“A day long to be remembered by me.
It has cut off all my hopes, and realized
- all my fears. My dear wife is gone, and
I bave reason long to deplorc the loss I
have this day sustained; though threugh grace,
my loss is her gain. About forty minutes
after nine, she sunk away without a sigh or
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a groan apparently as easily as a person falls
into a sleep. I believe my dear companion
is now happy j; and though she cannot return to
me, yet I hope go go to her, and to meet
her in that world where parting is known no
more. Now she is gone, and I can no more
profit by her company, let me profit by the
example she has left. She was truly of a
meek and quiet spirit. O that I may be
enabled in this respect to imitate her. Her
remains were interred in the evening in Brother
Fernandez's garden, by the tomb of his two
children. Brother F., prayed over her grave,
and we left the sleeping dust to the care of
him who.will raise it up at the last day.”

A Dbrief memoir of Mrs. Robinson was
afterwards published in the Circular letters
for September, 1810.

Immediately after this heavy affliction, a
fresh trial awaited him, He received intelligence
that his house at Barbaree had been broken
into and two baskets of wearing apparel carried
off. He therefore without delay returned to
Barbaree with his now motherless children.
He was enabled to hope that God had tried
him for his good, and was even in this painful
dispensation, opening a way for an answer to
many and fervent prayers. © My afflictions
now seemed a proof that God had not forgotten
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me, but was determined to bring me to himself,
though it should be by a chastising rod.
Thus I was comforted, and by the exercise
of faith was enabled to exgract sweet from
the bitter, and food from the medicine.”

Writing to his mother upon this subject he.
gays, “ you will wish to know how I was sup-
ported under this trial. I have found that God
is faithful. He has given me much more sup-
port than I ‘expected. Though I have been
wading in the floods of aflliction, yet as Pearce
says, ‘Singing as I wade to heaven, Sweet
affliction : and my sins are all forgiven,” This
has been something of my experience.”

Shortly after this, having had another attack
of the fever, Mr. Robinson went down to Se-
rampore with his children, and committing them
to the care of Mrs. Dr. Marshman, left again
on the 29th of October, accompanied by Mr.
Cornish, a young man who having expressed a
desire to devote himself to evangelistic labours,
was permitted to spend a portion of his proba-
tionary period in a visit to Bootan. On this
journey, Mr. Robinson suffered much from a
frequent recurrence of the fever which compell-
ed him to remain among his kind friends at Di-
nagepore for a season.

On the 4th of January, 1811, he writes:
% God has now brought me through another year,
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but never did I experience a year like the past.
It has been a year of great hopes and heavy
trials. During the last year God has surely
been digging about and dunging this cumberer
of the ground, and oh! that this year I may
bring forth that fruit which may now be so
justly expected of me. I am going to engage
in a great work, and though disappointed
hitherto, I cannot help hoping for success. For
what other end can my late trials be designed
to answer, but to sanctify me, and fit me for
the work before me 2 O Lord! this year may I
find a permanent settlement in Bootan, and in
order that this may be the case, I now in thy
strength, dedicate body and soul to thy service
for the salvation of the people of that country.
O Lord, give me wisdom to know what steps I
ought to take; give me zeal and patience in
the prosecution of every proper plan, and crown
my exertions with success.”

On the 10th January, he had a visit from the
brother of the Katma with whom he had enter-
ed into friendship, accompanied by his son, a
lad of eighteen years of age. They brought
with them a present of some walnuts, wax and
cow's tails, with a request from the Katma that
goods, principally cloth, to the value of 600 Rs.
might be sent to him, and promising to restore
the amount in a few months in goods from
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Bootan. Although Mr. Robinson did not wish
to offend him, yet he felt this was a requisition
with which he could not comply. The youth,
who accompanied his father was able to read and
write in the Bootea language, and Mr. Robin-
son seized the opportunity thus offered of ac-
quiring as large a knowledge of it, as the abili-
ties of his youthful instructor, and his limited
stay could afford. A hundred and fifty words,
with some idea of the terminations of the cases,
was all he could obtain, '

On the 17th January, Mr. Robinson with
Mr. and Mrs. Cornish and their infant son,
set out for Barbaree, where they arrived on the
19th. He immedieately addressed a letter to
the Sooba at Chamurchee requesting permission
to pay him a visit and the letter was to be des-
patched on the following day; but as Mr. Ro-
binson truly remarks, “ We know not what a
day may bring forth, he whose unerring
Providence guides all our affairs, has seen fit
to exercise me with another heavy trial.”

On the night of the 22nd, they had scarcely
retired to rest, before the watchman called to
Mr. Cornish, and said that he had observed a
man about the premises who, he thought was
of a suspicious appearance. Apprchending that
it was but a single thief, Mr. Cornish fired his
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gun, and without reloading it, went to bed,
Just as he was falling asleep, he was again
aroused by a great noise, and soon found that
a band of robbers were seeking entrance into
the house. Perceiving one of them pass by
his window, he struck at him with the butt
end of his gun, and was in the act of loading
it, when two spears were thrust at him, by
which he was wounded, in one place rather
severely. They then broke into the house ; and
the noise they made woke Mr. Robinson, who
immediately put on a few clothes and came
out. The room being dark he was not observ-
cd; and having no idea of the number of the
robbers, but perceiving that they were armed,
he passed into the pantry and provided him-
self with a carving knife. In the mean while,
they set fire to some straw; and seeing him
come out with a knife, some of them attacked
him. He now saw, by the aid of the fire they
had made, that there werfe about fifty or sixty
of them, armed with spears; he therefore re-
tired, and tying the carving knife to the end
of a bamboo, came upon them again ; but they
struck at him with their spears, and inflicted
on him four wounds, one of which on the
breast was a severe one, and but that the point
of the spear struck on a bone, might have
proved fatal. Finding it impossible, single
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handed, to put them all to flight, he made his
escape by a back door; and going round to
the window of Mr. Cornish’s room, said, “ come
away, or we shall all be murdered.” Mr. and
Mrs. Cornish without a moments delay, jumped
out at the window. Their babe was asleep in
bed. Mr. Robinson, got in, and taking the
babe in his arms followed them, Mrs. Cornish
leading the way. Their were three entrances
to the premises, at each of which, unknown to
them, some of the band of robbers had been
stationed to cut off their escape. Providentially,
however, Mrs. Cornish did not go in the direc
tion of either of these, but went another way,
where they had to scale a wall. While going
along, Mr. Cornish’s foot struck against the
body of a man laying in their way.” It was
their cook, supposing he was asleep, they
shook him; he answered with a deep hollow
groan. Hehad been mortally wounded. They
could not then stop to attend to him, scaling
the wall, they entered a neighbouring village,
and knocked at the door of every house, beg-
ging admittance, and shelter for the remainder
of the night: but this was denied them. They
passed on,and went some way into an adjoin-
ing field where they remained till morning, ex-
posed to the open air ina cold January night:
and such was the nervous excitement into
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which they were thrown, that the rustling of a
leaf made them tremble. In the mean while,
the robbers plundered the house, and destroyed
every thing they could lay their hands upon.
“Mr. Cornish had a little apprentice girl named
Janetta, Wh.O on the first alarm, ran out of the
bed-room into the pantry; but the robbers
coming into that place and sceing her, exclaimed,
‘Here is one of the Sahib’s pcople”’ One of
them searched her breast for money; but find-
ing none he was about to kill her; upon which
holding up her hands to another of the ruffians,
shesaid, ‘I am but a poor little girl, do not
kill me”” The fellow answered, ¢If you will
show uswhere the money is, you shall not be
hurt. She accordingly directed them to the
two bed-rooms, into which they all rushed, when
she embraced the opportunity of escaping at the
back-door, and concealed hersclf in the store-
room.” After committing all the depredation
they could, the robbers left the house, and
perceiving that the Missionaries had escaped,
they next entered the village where protection
had Dbeen sought in vain, apparently with
the determination of murdering them: but
not finding them there they dispersed. At dawn
of day, Mr. Robinson and his companions
returned home, and there beheld a shocking
sight. Two of their servants lay dead, and a

I
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third was so severely wounded that he survived
only a few hours. “Just before the door lay a
number of broken boxes, books, papers, and
our portable desks, all stained with the blood
of our murdered servants. Withilb the house
all was confusion and destruction ; almost every
thing that they were able to break was dashed
to pieces; and the books all thrown in heaps or
scattered about the house. Our clothes, gen-
erally speaking, were all gone. Perhaps you
can better conceive than I describe the appear-
ance of a house which had been plundered for
three hours by a band of fifty robbers and mur-
derers.”

Mr. Robinson and his friends proceeded with-
out delay to Dinagepore, in order to repair
their loss as far as possible. Here, he says
¢“we have met with a most hospitable reception
from our dear Brother and Sister Fernandez,
and the other members of their family, for which
may the Lord reward them. And now O my
soul, erect thy Ebenezer ; and say, Hitherto hath
the Lord helped me; and let me say with
Paul, He that hath delivered, doth deliver, and
I trust also that he will deliver.” Writing to
his father upon the subject, he says, “ We may
not only say, ‘Not a single shaft can hit, till
the God of love sees fit,” but even a spear, if it
_Coes hit, cannot enter without his permission.”
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It may be just remarked here, that in 1816,
while Mr. Robinson was at Java, the persons
who committed this robbery met with condign
punishment. Three were hanged; two ring-
lcaders with several of their accomplices were
condemned, some to perpetual, and others to
temporary imprisonment with hard labour and
thirty-nive lashes each.

Shortly after that event Mr. Robinson des-
patched a letter to the Sooba of Chamurchee,
requesting permission to go thither; but the
Bootceas being at war with the Raja of Kooch
Behar, the messenger was seized and imprison-
ed; and after several days was released by
the Katma of Bhotehaut. Mr. Robinson then
proceeded himself to Barbaree, intending to
go on thence to Jorepakuree, Bhotehaut, and
Chamurchee ; earnestly hoping that his pre-
sent efforts might be attended with suc-
cess. After so many and such sad disap-
pointments, he thought, that if now he did not
succeed, it might be safely concluded, that Pro-
vidence was by these means pointing out to
him the propriety of directing his attention to
another field of labour. We cannot do bet-
ter than quote his own words; “I am now
through the goodness of God, and the kindness
of my friends provided with a supply of clothes
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sufficient for this journey. I have niade me a
small tent of sack-cloth so that I shall not be
exposed to the night air, should I find no
house to sleep in. Through the generosity of
my dear Brother Fernandez, I have now a large
horse to ride upon, which I hope will render
the fatigue of travelling much less than I have
hitherto found it ona small horse. But I am
going intoa part of the country where expe-
rience has taught me the danger I shall be in
from robbers. The attainment of my object is
very precarious, yea, almost improbable, and I
am going alone. [ fear venturing my life, be-
cause I am afraid 1 am unfit to die. I dare
not refuse to venture my life, lest by endeca-
vouring to save, I should lose it. Besides should
I relinquish my present undertaking, because
itis a dangerous one, I shall dishonor God, and
prove myself unfit for the kingdom of Heaven.
I must therefore go on. However, I will draw
some hope from that which almost fills me with
despair; for who can tell but this attempt, made
in so much weakness, and under so many un-
promising circumstances, may be the very at-
tempt which God will bless, that the glory may
be all His own. This is God’s usual way; out
of weakness he perfects strength, that the ex-
cellency of the power may be of Him and not
ofman. O Lord, in thy strength [ would go;
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own me, as thy instrument in this great work,
but help me always to give Thee the glory.”

Arriving at Barbaree, he says, “The sight
of this place is now enough to make me miser-
able, since it is the scene of my greatest troubles.
This time, last year, I was here with my wife
and children round me. Since then what a dread-
ful change has taken place. My wife is dead,
my children arc ggne, my little property has
been plundered, and I have narrowly escaped
with my life. To-day I learncd that the Da-
koits had laid the plan for robbing my house
before I left Sadhamuhal.”

On coming to Bhotehaut, he found that the
war still continued ; but obtained permission
to remain there, till he should receive an an-
swer from the Katma of Chamurchee, to an
application for permission to pay him a visit.
He soon found however that he was regarded as
an unwelcome visitor, and therefore proceeded
without delay to Minagurce, where he had an
interview with the Katma. ¢ He received me,”
he says, “sitting on a low bench covered with
carpets. I put into his hand, alooking glass,
two Rupees, and a tea-cup. He then desired
me to be seated, and one of his servants tied
two handkerchiefs round my head, the onc
white and the other red. The servants then
brought three more handkerchiefs as presents,
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all which I was obliged to receive, but I told
them that since the Dakoits had plundered my
house, I had but little to give, and therefore
did not wish to receive much. After a few words
had passed, the Katma asked me, if I had
brought my wife with me. One of my people
told him that she was dead, and that I was come
alone. Determined to accommodate me, he
pointed to a good looking female, that was
sitting at a little distance, and told me to take
her; she was his, he said, but there would
be no fault in taking her: and when he came to
my country, he would take one from thence. I
told him that I would have no woman that was
not married to me, and that though I could ex-
change any thing else with him, I could not
exchange women ; for that would be a fault.
¢ Well, he says, ©we doit; but it isno fault.
After staying about half an hour I left him.
The manner .in which I was received testified
that the Katma was glad to sce me, for he
gave me a seat nearly as good as his own, nor
did he forget to burn the aromatic wood, which
is a token of great respect.

“ On the following morning, the Nama Goo-
roo, a priest, came to see me, and took a cup of
tea with me. He seems a free good natured
man; but speaks Bengalee so imperfectly, that
I could not hold any conversation with him,
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but by means of an interpreter. In the after-
noon I went to see the Katma, and was with
him perhaps an hour. I took this oppor-
tunity to ask ‘him for a Moonshee; but he
did not satisfy me by telling me that he would
give me onc, and yet he did not seem to dis-
approve of my request. He gave me the Al-
phabet to read, and corrected my pronunciation
where it was wrong. Being the time at which
they drink tea, the Katma asked me whether
T would go, or stay and drink tea with him.
T chose to stay, thinking he would be pleased
with my so doing; and he then ordered me to
sit as he did, with*my legs crossed like a tailor.
I took off my shoes, and immediately complied
with his desire.

“On the next day, five of the Katma's prin-
cipal servants sent back five of the looking
glasses, that I gave them yesterday, saying that
they did not want them. This I knew to be
a certain sign of their Mspleasure; had I
given them things to the value of several Ru-
pees, they would have been well pleased, but
this it wasnot in my power to do; I therefore
sent back the five handkerchiefs I had been
favoured with yesterday. Soon afterwards the
woman that the Katma wished to give me,
came into my tent. Understanding that her
business was only to obtain a looking glass,
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I gave her one, and she immediately returned
to the Katma’s house. I now began to fear
that my journey would prove fruitless; how-
ever I was determined to go once morc to
the Katma, and try what could be done. He
seemed as friendly as before, and after a little
conversation, he resumed the subject of my
learning the Bootan language. The woman
he had offered me, was sitting just before him,
and he told me te tuke her, for she, he said,
was able to teach me. [ told him, that she
was another man’s wife, and that 1 would have
nothing to do with her. He then told me
that there was no person he could give to go
with me. 1 asked him if he would give me
leave to build a small house, and stay there.
He said, he could not do that without orders
from the Deb Rajah; but I might come and
stay a few days, whenever 1 pleased, andhe
would be glad to scc me. I then asked him
if he would wmte to the Dcb Rajah for
leave for me to stay there, and learn the
language ; he said he would write the next day,
and if the Rajah gave me leave to stay, 1
should be at no loss for a tutor ; for he would
teach me himself, if I could get no other
teacher. I gave him a large looking glass to
be sent to the Rajah, and asked him when
I might except an answer, He said, ¢In about



REV. W. ROBINSON. 105

twenty days,’ and if T would send a person
here at the close of that time, he would inform
me what the Rajah’s answer was. He then
wished to know how long I intended staying
at Minagurce. I told him that if he would
write to the Rajah I had no further business
here, and would go the next day.”

The reply of tae Deb Rajah which was
received on the 18th of May, clearly showed
an unwillingness to permit an Europcan to
reside in his, territories; and Mr. Robinson
considered this a sufficient indication of Provi-
denee that he should seek another field of
labour, Thus closed these florts to form a
Mission at Bootwm. Whether the failure be
attributed by the Christian world to the weak-
ress of thet ageney used, or whether we look
for the cause to a higher source, and bow to
the ¢nunsel of Him, who docth according to
Iis will in the armies of heaven, and among
tliz inhabitants of the ecarth, it is sufficient
for us to know, that during ncarly half a
century that has elapsed since then, no second
cflort has been made. Bootan is still enveloped
in thick folds of darkness, and sin and Satan
maiutain their sway upon its hills and in its
valleys, unopposed, unmolested ;—and no man
cares for the Bootea’s soul. But prayers for
Bootan are rccorded in heaven, and the souls
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of those who offered them, still cry, “ Lord!
how long!”

CHAPTER VIII.

REMOVAL TO JAVA,—MALACCA.

[1811 to 1813.]

The Mission to Bootan having thus been
given up, and it being still improbable that
Mr. Robinson could obtain permission to re-
side within the territorics of the East India
Company, he determined, if possible, to go to
Java. It will be remembered that at this time
the war on the continent was at its-height, and
the English had undertaken an expedition to
that Island, which, on the incorporation of
Holland in 1810, had become a part of the
French empire. He was not therefore able
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to make preparations for his departure,. until
intelligence had been received of the suc-
cess of that expedition. In the mean while
he was invited to remove to Goamalty to as.
sist Mr. Mardon in Missionary labour. He
continued there from July to November 1811,
but the state of his health was such as to render
him unfit for much active work, and thexclimate
was by no means favourable to his recovery.
He subsequently wrote ; ¢ During my stay
there, I was able to do nothing towards as_
sisting Brother Mardon.  This was a time
of great humiliation, both before God and
in mine own eyes, and I hope the feelings I
then had, were the means of fitting me, in some

measure, for the great work that lay before
me.”

In November, he returned to Serampore in
better hcalth, but still suffering from a quar-
tan ague. About this time, in a letter to his
mother, he says, “I expect soon to go to Java,
an Island about a month’s voyage from Bengal.
I cannot of course, expect to see my children
again for a long time, if ever: but I must not
prefer them to Christ and his service. You will
observe from my letters that I have been exer-
cised with many trials, and you would like
to know perhaps, what support I have had
under them. I cannot say that my comforts have
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always been great. I have been kept from
sinking into despair ; and in many instances that
is all I can say ; though at other times, I have
had a good share of support and comfort. I
have experienced some remarkable deliver-
ances, such as mwy narrow escape from dcath,
when the persons wounded me, who had just
before “killed my servant. Such instances of
Divine goodness call for thankfulness, and
ought to excite me to put my trust in God in
the most unlimited manner ; but alas! I often
feel an unbelieving heart, which distrusts the
God who has so often delivered me.” In con-
clusion, he adds, “Do not, my dear mother,
fear for me, nor sorrow for me. I am in the
hands of God, and he, I trust, will help me
through.”

As soon as he was able, he began the stpdy
of the Malay language. In the following
month, intelligence of the conquest of Java
was received, and in January 1812, Doctor
Marshman waited on Lord Minto, to converse
with him on the subject of Mr. Robinson’s
proceeding thither as a Missionary. His Lord-
ship was pleased to permit an application to be
addressed to him, and on the 27th an answer
was received to the eflect, that, “although Go-
vernment did not think proper to interfere in
the affairs of Java, his Lordship saw no objec-
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tion to his proceeding thither, fecling assured
that he would conduct himself in a manner per-
fectly agrecable to the laws of that settlement.”

On the 13th of January, he was married to
Miss Margaret Gordon, daughter of Mr. Adam
Gordon, one of the Deacons of the Baptist
Church in Calcutta. Not long after this she
was taken ill, and for nearly nine weeks was
not quite out of danger. The anxiety attending
her illness, brought on a return of the ague
from which Mr. Robinson had so leng suffered.
Both were hewever mercifully restored, and
Mis. Robinson was on the 26th of April bap-
tized and added to the Church at Serampore.

In May a passage was secured on board the
Margaret ; and in anticipation of his departure
the following letter was addressed to him, by
the Senior Missionaries at Serampore :—

“ Amidst all the trials which you and we have
passed through since we came together in this
blessed work, (necessary no doubt to fit us
for greater usefulness) it is a great consolation
to us to behold the way in which God is pro-
viding for the wants of Bengal, and thus en-
abling European brethren to cultivate those parts
inaccossible*to the natives of this Province ;
and opening to our colleagues prospects similar
to those cnjoyed around us.
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You appear to have a plain call to labour
in Java, and a more interesting scene of labour
vou could not have : the Dutch Christians ; the
converted and unconverted Malays ; the Chinese
settlers, and the Javanese all call you to your
work, and we pray that from them all you and
your future colleagues may have many souls for
your hire.

We wish you to consider yourself, however,
as a Javanese Missionary. You must, depending
on the Divine blessing, secure their language
so as to preach to them, and to give them the
Holy Seriptures in their own tongue. You will
find a necessity for the Dutch and Malay lan-
guages ; butif you should not be able, by calls
of immediate duty to learn accurately the three
languages, let the Javanesc at any rate De first
sccured. When you have ascertained the lan-
guage best understood by the great body of
nominal Christians, procure and send us manu-
scripts of Catechisms and tracts, and we will
print them for you. The work of Catechising
and preaching in English, may be a kind of”
relaxation to you amidst your study of the
languages.

If you should havea clear opening to begin
an English School, we would have you embrace
it, that you may meet as much as possible the
extremely low state of the Society’s Funds.
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We recommend to you the most rigid economy
remembering that poverty in a Missionary never
lowers his character in the sight of his neigh-
bours. You must be guided in some measure
by the state of things on the island whether
you will rent or build a dwelling house ; though
we think you should not begin to build till you
have ascertained which is the most healthful
spot, and the most likely to suit you in prose-
cuting your work.

We cannot direct you absolutely respectin;
the precise sum you may draw from the hous.
upon which you will have a letter of credit,
but we hope to hear from you as soon as pos-
sible, respecting the probable amount of your
monthly wants, after which you shall have more
precise dircctions on this head.

We think you should engage the labours
of any truly godly native of Holland, should
you find such a person qualified to assist in
the work, and whom you will do well to en-
gage on a small salary. Of course you will em-
ploy all the necessary helps you can meet with
in learning the necessary languages.

We shall be able to supply you from time to
time with the Chinese Scriptures to distribute
among that‘large body of these people which
we hear reside upon the Island. Let these
people be objects of your attention.
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Correspond as often as you can with the
brethren of the 14th Regt., and exhort them to
continue stedfast in the Apostolic doctrine,
and in breaking of bread and in prayer.

Pay every degree of respect to the members
of Government ; and show them that you will
prosecute no plans but what tend to the stabili-
ty of civil authority, and with all classes of
Europeans cultivate a friendly intercourse, with-
out however imbibing the spirit of the world,
and without meddling with the politics of the
day. Let it be manifest that the kingdom you
seek is not of this world. Use hospitality, and
show every degree of attention to the poor
natives.

We shall be happy to receive frequent com-
munications for our Circular Letters, not forgot-
ting all the facts you can collect, respecting the
language, religion, manners, &c. of the Javanese
and Malays.

Above all, dear brother, on embarking in this
work, make a through consecration of yourself _
and your all to God. Your progress and real
usefulness absolutely depend on your pleasing
God. He will be with us while we are with
him. It is said of one, that, ¢ he was a good
man and full of the Holy Ghost,—and (asa
consequence) much people were added to the
Lord. Let us live, not unto yourselves, but
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unto him that died for us and rose again. Car-
ry the savour and the spirit of the gospel with
you into every company, and let a fervent piety
urge you to be instant in season and out of
season, and to abound always in the work of the
Lord; and then assuredly your labour shall not
be in vain in the Lord.

Be assured we shall participate in all your
joys and sorows.”

Before they had embarked the vessel on which
their passage had been taken was pronounced
unsafe; but.as the Captain made no hesita-
tion about prosecuting the voyage, Mr. Robin-
son, ardently desirous of reaching the scene of
his future labours, determined at all events to
proceed in her. On the 8Ist May, he wrote to
Dr. Marshman%—“ 1 am sorry to inform you
that the vessel on which I am going to sail
is, by every person who knows her, consider-
ed very improper for such a voyage at this time
of the year. I do not however hesitate about
going, as I am persuaded that all my times are
in the hands of the Lord, and had he seen
fit, he could easily have prevented me from
taking a passage in her. He who sees the end
from the beginning has so ordered it that I am
to go in a very unsafe vessel and at a very
stormy season of the year; but this is my
consolation that God foreknew all this, though
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he has permitted things to take such a turn,
and hence I infer that all is right. I therefore
commit myself to his care, hoping at the same
time to live lilg one that is waiting for the com-
ing of the Lord. Should this voyage prowe
fatal, still I hope that all will not be lost.
I hope my soul is safe in Christ: and sudden
death I hope will be sudden glory. I feel I
dare commit my soul into the hands of my
Redeemer, and thus I would go forth. If I
live, I hope it will be to him; and if I die, I
have but little fear, but I shall die to him. The
will of the Lord be done.”

On the 9th of June, they went on board ;
but on the day the pilot left the vessel, she
encountered a heavy gale, which lasted for
several days ; and the ship and %cargo were so
much damaged as to render it necessary to put
back to Calcutta, where, protected by a gra-
cious Providence, they arrived in safety on the
24th June.

It was not till March of the following year,
that a passage in another vessel could be secur-
ed. In the mean while his time was oédcupied,
partly in preaching and partly in efforts to ac-
quire a further knowledge of the Dutch and
Malay languages. His labours both in Eng-
lish and Bengalee at this time seem to have
been attended with some success. Many among
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the soldiers of the Regiments stationed in Fort
William, and some in the congregation at the
Lall Bazar Chapel, were awakened to serious
thought under his ministry. Amgng the natives
in Calcutta and its vicinity, he also preach-
ed without any opposition from Government ;
and although no immediate fruit appears to
have resulted from these labours, yet upwards
of twenty years after, when in the Providence of
God he was again brought to Calcutta, he had
the pleasure of baptizing a native who had been
led to seek an interest in the Saviour from the
perusal of a tract he had received on one of
those occasions in Kidderpore.-——* Cast thy bread
upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after
many days.”

In August, another attack of fever brought
him very low. “In this light affliction,” he,
writes, “ much mercy has been mixed. It might
have been more severe and it might have con-
tinued much longer ; but God hath graciously
~made it both short and light. But oh! may
this affliction be sanctified; may it make me
more pure; and cause me to grow in grace,
that I may be in due time made meet to be a
partaker of the inheritance of saintsin light.”

Fresh trials now awaited him, which threaten-
ed for a time, to prevent his proceeding to Java
at all. On the 11th of August, Messrs. Johns
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and ' Lawson, had arrived from England by way
of America. At first little or no notice ap-
pears' to have been taken of their arrival;
and the Englgh Government had for two or
three years previous to this, not only per-
mitted the Missionaries to labour in various
parts of the country without molestation, but
even countenanced, and in some measure, en-
couraged them ; so that hopes began to be
entertained that the storm of opposition had
already blown over. But about the beginning of
1813, the Anti-Missionary spirit was again
roused ; and Messrs. Robinson, Johns and Law-
son were ordered to leave the country, and re-
turn to England by the first opportunity. Ef-
forts were made to obtain permission for them
to remain; butin reply to such an application,
the following letter was received by Dr. Marsh-
“man in *March, 1813 :—

“ 1 am directed by the Right Honorable the
Governor General in Council to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter dated the 30th Janu-
ary last, regarding Messrs. Johns, Lawson and °
Robinson, and .to inform you that it is contrary
to the positive orders of the Honorable the
Court of Directors for the Government to per-
mit . British subjects who come out to India,
without their express permission, to remain in
this country. His Lordship, under all the cir-
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cumstances of their cases, does not feel himself
warranted in according to the indulgence soli-
cited by you on their behalf.

2. Messrs. Lawson, Johns andgRobinson will
therefore be respectfully desired to prepare
themselves to embark for England, on one of
the ships of the next fleet, expected to sail from
this Port by the 1st of April next.

C. M. RIckETTS,

Secretary to Govt.

Council Chamber,
5th March, 1813. }

Before this letter reached Secrampore, Mr.
Robinson, acting upon the tacit permission of
the Governor General in January, 1812, had
secured a passage on board the Trowbridge, and
embarked on the Gth of March. The vessel
had been engaged by the Honourable Company
to carry troops and horses thither; and the
Officer in command started many objections to
his proceeding, with them ; but these were all
overruled. Efforts were also made by Govern-
ment to prevent his procceding thither but
these were too late; the vessel had already
gone out to sea.

On her way, the Trowbridge touched at Ma-
lacca. The following extract from an account
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of this settlement in 1813, communicated in a
letter to Dr. Marshman, may be read with
interest.

“ The town®of Malaced" is situated close to
the sea side, but the jurisdiction of the En-
glish Government extends to the distance of 50
or 60 miles inland. Formerly there was a
small fort here, which commanded the landing
place; but since the town has becn in the pos-
session of the English, the ramparts have been
permitted to fall down, In the middle of the
fort is a small hill, on the top of which stands
the old Datch Church; which has for many
years been disused, on account of its being
out of repair. A new Church has been built
by the side of the hill, but that also is
out of repair,and is for the present shut up.
The Governor’s house is in the Fort, and so
are the houses of all the English inhabitants,
cxcept one. The fort is divided from the town
by a small river, over which is a draw-bridge.
At the mouth of this river is the landing place,
where their are gpany boats lying ready to at-
tend on the ships, which generally anchor at
the distance of two or three miles from the town.
These boatsare all manned with Malays ; they
have no cover over them as the boats in Bengal
have, and are built much in the manner of a
ship’s jolly boat. Small as the river here is, its
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source remains unknown ; all that the Dutch
could tell me about it was, that it takes its rise
beyond a mountain which is situated about
three days’ journey gp the country. The river
is navigated to this distance for the sake of
commerce, and it seems that no one has had
the curiosity to go further than the hope of gain
called him.

The Governor is a Major of the Engineer
establishment of Bombay. His name is Far-
quhar. He has been here seventeen years, from
the time that the English first got possession of
Malacca. He is a mild, humane gentleman,
and is much esteemed by all classes of the in-
habitants.

The town of Malacca is neither large nor cle-
gant ; the streets are very narrow, and the roads
very sandy. There is a brick pavement before
the better sort of houses, but as this pavement
is crossed at the end of every house by a wall, it
1s of no service to passengers. The inhabitants
_of the town and suburb consist of Dutch, half
Dutchand half Malays, Portuguese and Chi-
nese. Of real Dutchmen there are but few;
those born in Holland are said not to ex-
ceed eight or ten. The descendants of Euro-
peans and Portugﬁese are numerous; and the
number of Chines¢ in the town and suburbs
is said to be six thousand. The Malay popu-
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lation is not small either in the town ot in the
country. The best houses in Malacca are large
and convenient, but in my opinion far from’
handsome ; they are built gith either brick or
stone, but the walls are generally thin. The
lower floor is of square bricks and not matted;
the upper flogr is made of boards and the roof
is sloping and covered with pan tiles. The
windows are of rattan, with shutters which open
back against the wall on the outside of the
house, just as you see them in small towns in
England. There are no windows made of vene-
tians, to my knowledge, except in the houses
inhabited by the English. The poorer sort of
people, such as the Portuguese and Chinese,
build their houses of wood, and thatch them
with the leaves of the cocoanut; and the poorest
make huts of bamboos and the leaves of the
cocoanut. The modes of conveyance here are
buggies ; palankeens are not used, though per-
sons are sometimes carried in a chair by their
slaves.”

After describing the more common animals’
and fruits, Mr. Robinson procpedé to describe
the Chinese burying place: “Itis a large hill,
perhaps three miles or more in circumference at
the bottom, situated about two miles from the
town of Malacca; it was purchased by ‘the
Chinese from the Datch for a cemetery. This
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bill peems to be covered with graves both on
the sides and the top. The graves of the richer
sort are bricked within side, and arched over
with brick at the top, just in the same manner
as the graves of the' Europeans. There is a
space round the grave inclosed with a wall
about half a yard high; I cannot give youa
better idea of the form of ¢his enclosure, than
by comparing it to the Greek letter Omega O
which it very much resembles. The space
thus enclosed is only large enough to ad-
mit of one or two persons walking round
the grave. The way to enter this enclo-
sure is, as we shall now call it, by the open-
ing at the bottom of the Omega, and at that
end of the grave which points to this opening,
a grave-stone is erected on which some Chinese
characters are painted. The grave stone is
about three feet high, and a foot and a half
wide. I saw a quantity of torn paper scatter-
ed about some of the graves, but for what pur-
pose I cannot tell. The poor among the Chinese
bave no brick work about their graves, but
both rich ang poor are interred in coffins, The
Chinese carry a corpse to the grave by slinging
it om a pole, and then placing the two ends of
the pole upon the bearers’ shoulders.”

Roespecting the mode of administering jus-
tico as it then existed, he says: —

K
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"¢ All classes of inhabitants here are subject
to the Dutch laws, and the Fiscal is the judge
both in civil and criminal cases. In causes of
importance there is a jury of seven persons
empanelled, and the proceedings of the Court
are submitted to the inspection of the Governor.
The place of execution is on a small island,
about a mile distint from the main land.
Hanging is now the only method of execution,
but formerly, even since the English Govern-
ment has been established here, slaves used to
be executzd by breaking them on the rack.
When Lord Minto was here on his way to
Java, he caused this instrument of torture to be
broken to picces.

Concerning the state of religion here, noth-
ing pleasing can be said. . The religion of Jesus
is I think totally unknown. The Dutch make
a common practice of swearing. There is a
Portugucse church here, and two or three
priests. yAll the Malays here, as I have been
informed, arc Mussulmans, and the Chinese of
course know nothing of the (,hnsgan rehgxon
I think this would be an exccllent place for.a
Mis®onary, and it is much to be lamented that
there is no one to settle here.”

Since this was written, Malacea has been oc-
cupied by the London Missionary Society;
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whose agents have met with encouraging suc-
cess, especially among the Chinese.

Mr. Robinson arrived at Java on the Ist
May, 1813. °

CHAPTER IX.

THE JAVA MISSION,
[1813—1816]

Java is well known as a large and fertile Is-
land, with a population of about five millions.
"The climate though always temperate, is to
European constitutipns particularly unhealthy.

The first settlers in this Islang were. idolaters,
who according to Javanese traditions came ori-
ginally from India. The idols they worship-
ped, the qex;emonies. they practised, and the
Sanskrit origin of many words-still in common
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use among them, prove that they proceeded
from the same stock as the Bramhuns.

Sir Stamford Raffles in his History of Java,
states that, “according to the Javan annals,
and the universal tradition of the country, it
was in the first year of the fifteenth century of
the Javan era, or about the year of our Lord
1475, that the Hindoo empire of Majapabit,
then supreme on the island, was overthrown, and
the Mahometan religion became the established
faith of the country. With the exception of
an inconsiderable number in some of the inte-
rior and mountainous tracts, the whole island
appears to have been converted to Mahomeda-
nism in the course of the sixteenth century.”

The Portuguese gained possession of Java
about the year 1520. Their descendants are still
numerous. In 1610, the first Dutch Governor,
Bolt, arrived at Bantam ¢ and subsequently re-
moved his establishment to Jakatra, on which
the name of Batavia was conferred on tbo
4¢h of March, 1621.

Besides the Javanese, Malays and Dutch,
there was a large number of foreign settlers
from the Islands and countries in the neighbour-
hood, who were induced to reside there on ac-
count of the fertility of the soil, and the facilities
of trade. Among these were the Macassers,

-
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the Bugees, the Balees, Arabs; and no incon-
siderable number of Chinese. These alone were
in 1815, estimated at 52,394 in Batavia and
its environs, and in the whole island at upwards
of 94,000.

The Dutch appear to have made some efforts
for the gonversion of the Malays to the Chris-
tian faith. Their converts in 1721, are said to
have been estimated at a hundred thousand.
The number however must have been much
cxaggerated, or else by far the larger portion
of them soon relapsed into Mahommedanism ;
for Mr. Robinson in 1813, says that on the

- whole island, they were supposed to be scarcely
more than three thousand, among whom the
descendunts of the Portugucse were also reck-
oned; and the majority of them were utterly
ignorant of the doctxines of the faith they pro-
fessed.

But the principle design secms to have been
to give the scriptures in the language of the
¢ountry. “In 1668 the Malay New. Testa-
ment, and in 1733, the whole Bible was print-
ed in Roman characters.” ¢ Perhaps” says M.
Robinson, it is not generally kiown, that this
version as far as the 6th chapter of the Epistle
to the Ephesians was the work of Meclchior
Leidekker; and that is was completed after
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his decease by Petrus van der Vorm.” In 1752,
the same version was printed in Arabic charac-
ters. When the English succeeded to the su-
preme power in the Island, anew edition of each
of these Bibles was put to press: thatin the
Roman characters by the Atixiliary Bible Socie-
ty, and the other by the Java Literary Society ;
and to meet the expenses of printing tRese edi-
tions, the Governor General of India contribu-

ted 10,000 Rs.

It has been already stated that Mr. and Mrs,
Robinson arrived off Batavia on the 1st of May,
1813. They were very kindly received at Wel-
tevreden about two miles and a half from the
city, by Mr. and Mrs. Brown with whom they
lodged for some months. Althouéh it was
considered desirable that Mr. Robinson should
on his coming hither, devote himself to the
study of the Javanese language and endea-
vour to give those people the Scriptures in
their own tongue, yet when he looked round
him, and found himself already in the midst of
a multitude who stood so much in need of the
labours of a faithful Missionary, he felt it his
duty to stay where he was, and make Batavia
the seat of the Java Mission. The nearest place
in which the Javanese language was spoken was
the kingdom of Bantam, sixty one miles from
the city ; and the best place for acquiring it was
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at Solo. “To move into the interior,” he says,
* is an impossibility were the expense the only
object. However there are many other things
to be considered ; this place ought not to be left
without the gospel,as it is certainly a fine field
for labour; and it is necessary, if possible, to
alleviate the enormous expense of this Mission
by a school, and this can be done no where so
* well as in the vicinity of Batavia.”

About twelve days after his arrival he had
an interview with the Lieutenant Governor, the
Honorable Mr.—afterwards Sir—Stamford Raf-
fles ; who received him very kindly, and gave
him every hope of meeting with encouragement
from the Government. His Honor also reques-
ted of him a written. statement of the labours
to which he purposed to devote his time. Ac-

cordingly, he drew up the following Memoran-
dum :
“ 1st.—It is my intention to study the Malay
language, until I become proficient in it, that
.1 may be able to preach the gospel to the
Malays.
2nd.—I wish to become so far acquair&ed with
the Dutch language, as to be ablg to read it
with ease, and converse in it intelligibly ; and
should it ever appear desirable for me to preach
in Dutch, I would then endeavour to obtain a
complete acquaintance with that language.
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3rd.—After having acquired the Dutch and
Malny languages, it.is my earnest wish to study
the Javanese, for the sake of doing something
towards thé translation of the Scriptures into
that language.

« 4th.—As a means of support I wish to set up
a school, the principal object of which will be
to teach the English language; but to this
branch of education I intend to add instruction
in Latin, Writing, Arithmetic and Gceography.
Should any adult persons wish to become ac-
quainted with the English tongue, I would
gladly undertake their instruction during school
hours.

5th.—As there is no English preacher on this
Island, I shall be glad to preach to the Eng-
lish inhabitants, or to the ‘English soldiers
whenever an opportunity offers itself for that

purpose.”

It will be seen from this that he proposed to
himself a diversity of engagements, to each of
which, as the only Missionary on the Island,"
he devgted a portion of his time. In record-
ing the history of his life in Java therefore,
it may be well to give a distinct and connect-
ed view of his labours in" each of these depart-
ments.

In’ so doing we sl;all, notice first the results
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of his 1abours among the European soldiers, to
whom he obtained liberty to preach. -

Mr. Brown, with whom on his arrival he had
found a home was a truly godly man, and a
member of the Lall Bazar Baptist Church in
Calcutta. He had by his exemplary conduct,
and godly exhortations, produced a spirit of
serious enquiry among some of the men in the
59th Regt., then stationed at Weltevreden. The
number that met at his house for mutual edi-
fication and comfort, before Mr. Robinson's
arrival, was about fifteen. All these appeared
to be men of decided piety, and they cordially
welcomed among them a Missionary, who should
“administer to them the ordinances, and preach
to them the word of Life.

On the 1ith of May, he writes: “The
soldiers here are greatly 1ejoiced at my com-
ing amongst them, and I cannot help rejoic-
ing over them. I know not how many of
them are really pious, but I suppose the num-
ber is about twenty, perhaps more. Six of them
have offered themselves for baptism; one out
of the six has bzen accustomed to exhortat
their meetings. I have now preached four
times in the cantonments, and meet with every
encouragement to continue my labours; for
the poor soldiers come to hear a sermon like
hungry men to a good meal. I preach in the
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house of a sergeant in a large back verandah
whith will seat nearly a hundred people; we
have seats for about sixty, and on Sabbeth eve-
ning there were more peorsons present than
could bz scated. I intend preaching twice on
the Sabbath, and oacz 01 Weluzsdwry evening.”

Oa the 25th he held a church meeting,—
“the first cver held by a Baptist chuich at
Java,”—at which eight candidates for baptism
were admitted. “I now feel,” he says, “ that
I have a great deal of work on iy hands: learn-
ing two new languages, improving myself in
others, preaching three times a week, receiving
visits from the soldiers, and somectimes visiting ,
the sick in the hospital, fur:ish mec with so
much employment, thit I have no leisure for
any thing but my work. I think I.am now in
the very place for which Providence has de-
signed me, and I carnestly wish to go to heaven
from Java.” *

* It is worthy of renwk. that this sontence first
excited in the mind of the justly celebrated Mr. Willimh
Knibb of Jamaica, a desire to devot: hims }f to the mi-
nistry. We quote his own words : * In he year 1811 I was
engiged with Mr. Faller as a probationer for the printing
business. \We were than printiag a number of the Periodical
aceounts ; and a letter w.itten by Ar. Robinson, which was
_given me to compose, was ha first means of creating a de-
sire in my mind after Missionary exertion. One sentence,
¥remember, struck my mind very particularly, wherein Mr,
B. speaking of sthe pleasing prospecy of success, desired that
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On the 30th of May, the solemn ordinance
of believer's baptism was administered fomwthe
first time in Java. It was in a river, in a retir-
ed spot, enclosed by a thick jungle; a place
chosen to prevent disturbance. “Some of the
spectators were much impressed with the solem-
nity of the ordinance, and expressed their
pleasure at sceing it performed according to
the scripture mode. A few Malays were also
present; but no one could explain to them
the nature of it, or why it was administered ;
they were_ attentive and not one of them made
the least disturbance; their curiosity was so
much cxcited that they were not hecard to ut-

~ter a single word till all was cover.” On the
following  Sabbath, the Baptists in Batavia
formed themselves into a church. The meeting
was public: the ordinance of the Lord’s supper
was administered, and all scemed impressed with
the solemnity of the ordinance. In June, Mr.
Robinson writes: “1 have every encouragement
in my work among the coldiers: almost every
sermon scems to be blest either to the edifica-
tion of those who have already [believed, or to

he might go to heaven from Java. [ thought that, however
christians were separated during the short period allowed te
human Kf:, they all r.ached the eame home ; and that it
would be far more delightful, and more honorable, to gu to

heavenfrom a heathen country than a christian one.” Life
of Knibb, p. 8. .

-
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the fastening of impressions on the minds of
sinners. In such circumstances it is a ples-
sure to preach the gospel; for Igo to the
place of worship fully expecting to do good
to the souls of men, and blessed be God, my
expectations are not disappointed, Could you
see how attentive these poor men are to the word
of life, yoa would almost weep for joy at the
sight; you would scarcely see any one move
hand or foot during the time of worship; all
seem to hear as for eternity. Last Sabbath
evening our congregation was larger than it has
ever been before: two persons received impres-
sions then, which at present bid fair to be last-
ing.” Our baptized brethren are very active -
in bringing persons under the sound of the gos-
ple, and in looking for the effect of the word
upon them afterwards” This little church
continued to prosper, and by August of this
year, it numbered twenty four members.

In September, an order was sent to Java
from the Government of India, requiring Mr.
Robinson to be sent back to England, and on’
the 18th, he received the following letter.

It appearing from an enquiry instituted in
Calcutta, that you have not obtained the sano-
tion of the Court of Directors 80 your resi-
demoe in India, I am directed to yequire from
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you an explanation by what authority you
have arrived in this Island. N
I am, &c.
C. Assey. Secy. to Govt.

Batavia, Sept. 18th 1813. -

To this he sent the following reply:

“ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter requiring me to explain by what
authority I have arrived on this Island.

“1In the month of January, 1812, I presented
# petition to the Right Honorable the Gover-
nor General in Council, requesting permission
. to reside an the Island of Java. To this peti-
tion His Lordship replied in substance as fol-
lows: ¢ That His Lordship did not inte;fere in
the affairs of Java, but had no objection to my
coming hither, as he felt assured that I should
conduct myself in strict conformity to the rules
of the established Government.

 This, Sir, I considcred a sufficient authority
for my coming hither, and such I hope it will
be considered by Government.”

As soon as intelligence of this reached Sc-
rampore, one of the Senior Missionaries re-
quested an audience of Earl Moira, “who be-
ing made acquainted with- all the circumstances
of the case was pleased to say, that be thought

L
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Mr, Robinson ought not to be sent from Java.”
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor also, who
hLad a very high esteem for him, encouraged him
to_hope that no measures would be taken to
compel his return to England; and he was en-
abled to go on with his laboursswithout further
molestation for the present.

About this time, the church at Java succeed-
¢d in securing a new place for worship more
commodious than the former. Two of the more
-expericnced members were chosen deacons.
‘I'he Church was divided into classes after the
ananner of the Methodists, and there was be-
sides a Class for enquirers, in which two of the
best and most experienced members werc ap-
pointed leaders. In addition to the scrvices on
the -Sabbath and the Wednesday evening, 2
«conference mecting was held on Saturday, and
‘afi- experience meeting on Monday evening.
These services together with the school which
he had by this time succeeded in opening, and
the study of the Malay, Dutch and Javanese
fully occupled his time. “ I have never, in 4H
my life,” he says in Jauuary, 1814, “been so
mﬁc}f employed as I am now, and I may add
ngvgi'.so,liappy in my employment.”

.Shertty after this however the small church
ithere ‘appears to have been severely tried. Some
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that promised well, were seduced by the temp-
ter, and fell into sin.  Others, excited by a
spirit of discontent, with drew from the com-
munion of the ehurch, without assigning any
motives sufficient to justify their conduet, and
set up a separate meeting ameng themselves.
In one month this small church lost eight of
its members; and their pastor suffered not a
little from their ungrounded slanders and un-
kind reproaches. Notw1thstandmg these trials
however, he was not left without encourage-
ment. Others, benefited by his ministry, pro-
fessed allegiance to Christ; and Mr. Jabez
'arey, who had called at Batavia previous to
“procecding to Amboyna, writes, “ the church
here is an excellent one, and pretty well attend-
«d by the soldiers.” )

Shortly after this, the 59th Regiment was
icmoved from Weltevreden. In April 1815,
Mr. Robinson says, “I bave lately reccived
several very pleasing letters from them. After
many divisions and contentions they have again
formed themselves into a church. They scem
now to be fully sensible of the evil of their
former ‘conduct, and their letters contain many
«xpressions of regret for their behaviour to-
wards me. They have unanimously adopted.
ihe Church Covenant which I drew up for
them at Weltevreden, resolving that no one
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who refuses to sign that covenant shall become
a member. ' Haggar who was the first person I
baptized here has taken the lead amongst them.
He has baptized three persons and adminis-
tered the Lord's Supper. The number of mem-
bers is now eleven, and there are twenty one
others who constantly attend the meetings.
He has written to inform me that the brethren
have collected a hundred Rupees for the Mis-
sion.”

In May 1815. Mr. Robinson notices having
baptized John Phipps, a native of the West
Indies, who had been for some time in the ser-
vice of the Lieutenant Governor, and received
from him an excellent character. This truly’
good man died in 1817 in Intally near Calcutta,
and a brief but deeply interesting memoir of
him was published by Mr. Lawson in the cir-
cular Letters for June, 1817. A short extract
will we think interest the reader. John Phipps,
while very young, learned to play the violin and
became a tolerably good fiddler ; and in this ca-
pacity he used to employ his time amongst thé
young negroes at their dances after working
hours in the evening. Of the Gospel or of
Divine truth he knew nothing. One day while
going to the dancing place as usual, a minister
met him and said, “Sir, you are the young man
who draws away the people to dances by your
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fiddling. By your means, all the young people
of the neighbourhood are kept away from hear-
ing the gospel. 1 seriously admonish you to
leave off this trm* and turn and seek the good
of your own soul.” «This unexpected 'address
struck the fiddler dumb. He answered not. But
his conscicnce spake within him,—* The minis-
ter says truth for I am the man.” And this
thought continually run in his mind, “ He says
truth, I am the man.” He became anxious and
afraid, but understood not his own feelings.
Shortly after this he went to England where he
entered a pious family, and joined the Method-
ist community. In Batavia, he constantly atten-

»ded Mr. Robinson’s ministry; and after his
baptism removed to Calcutta. During his last
illness, he was composed and happy: and on
the morning of the day on which he died, said,
“My Lord calls me away: I am going soon to
him.” Thus he departed rejoicing in God his
Saviour.

Her Majesty’s 59th having been removed
from Weltevreden, the 78th was stationed there
instead. Among these too, Mr. Robinson, and
Mr. Trowt who arrived in September, 1814,
found many who were wxlhno' to hear the
word, and to whom their mmi!tratxons were
much blessed. The officers were quite willing
that the men should attend the services, but
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manifested a great dislike to any of them being
baptized. Having to administer this ordinance
to one of the men, in August 1815, it was
done privately ; and shortly gfter this the Mis-
sionaries were prevented preaching in canton-
ments above once a week. A collection was
therefore immediately made for the purpose of
building a bamboo house out of the canton-
ments, to serve for a chapel, Two hundred Rs.
were collected for this object, and the half was
contributed by the soldiers themselves. On
the completion of the house Mr. Robinson
waited on the Colonel to request his permis-
sion for the soldiers to attend there. This
was readily granted for the Sabbath, but not
for a week-day. ot

Thus he continued to preach and to bap-
tize till 1816; when on the 19th of August,
“ the flag of the Netherlands was again hoisted
at Batavia;” and his .Jabours in this depart-
ment ceased.

It may perhaps be thought by some that in
giving up so much of his time to the soldiers, -
he was doing a work alien to the object for
which he was sent out. The answer to this
may be best givén in his own words  What
I have done ®mongst the soldiers cannot, 1
thiqk, be called a diversion".of labour. Itis
true“during the first few monthssof my resi-
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dence herc, 1 preached to them three times a
week, but I could not at that time preach else-
where on account of my not knowing ®hc
country language; and though I preached to
a few more soldiers afterwards, yet I did not on
that account preach the less in Malay.” Be-
tween May 1813 and August 1816, he baptized
upwards of forty men, who he hoped had been
truly converted to righteousness, and was be-
sides the means of saving benefit to many others
who never joined the Baptist community. Sure-
ly, it could not have been an object unwor-
thy of a Missionary to seek the good of his own
eountrymen ; especially since his Divine Master
otestified his approbation by attending those
labours with success.
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CHAPTER X.

‘THE JAVA MISSION.—( Continued.

[1813—1816.3

« 1t has been stated that Mr. Robinsen intend-
ed, as soon as opportunity offered, to open a
School for his own support, and thus aid, if not
entirely relieve the Funds of the Society of*the
expense of his maintenance. He also hoped,
it would afford him the means of making more
extensive efforts than he otherwise could, for
the spread of the Gospel in Java. .
His intentions met with the approba-
tion of the Lieutenant Governor, the
Honorable Mr. Raffles. The ‘Dutch too were
exceedingly anxious to gsecure for their
children so favourable an opportunity of gain-
ing some acquaintance with the language of
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their rulers. At the same time, they urged
that it was needless for him to make the at-
tempt, until he had made himself sufficiently
familiar with the Dutch, to explain the lessons
in their own language to the children who might
be sent to him for instructjor. To tae study of
the Dutch therefore he applied himself with
such assiduity as to be able with confidence to
open the School on the Ist September 1813
at Molenvliet, in a house which was kindly
provided for him by some of his Dutch friends.
In October he, and Mrs. Robinson who divided
the labour with him, had eleven scholars, and
at the beginning of 1814, he wrote that he
* hoped the school would maintain them for the
future. But this hope soon vanished. In June
intelligence arrived of the restoration of in-
dependence to Holland ; and the confident ex-
pectation that Java would be speedily restored
to its former masters, led to the withdrawal of
almost all the pupils.

It may by some be considercd an unwise
measure, that so much of a Missionary’s time
and strength should be devoted to such labours.
But it should be remembered that those who
first entered tBe field, in connection with the
Baptist Missionary Society, commenced their
labours on the principle that no Missionary
should draw his support from the society any
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longer than while he was not able to maintain
himself: and the committee appear to have re-
cognised this principle, and recommended its
adoption whenever practicable.

We now turn to Mr. Robinsons labours
among the Malays,

L]

He had scarcely been a week on the Island
before he secured the services of a teacher : but
the difficulties he had to contend with in his
efforts to acquire the language were numerous.
His teacher could speak no language but the
Malay; a copy of Howison’s Dictionary he
had, but this was of little use to him, as it was
not of the Dialect spoken there. Marsden's Die-
tionary and Grammar, he could not procure till
some months after, and then at the high price
of fifty Dollars. The Dutch had never attemp-
ted any thing in the form of a Dictionary, ¢x-
cept 4 small vocabulary in Duteh, Malay and’
Portuguese of which he could obtain only a few
pages. Writing to Dr. Carey in October, 1815,
he says, “I think I am placed much in the
same circumstances relative to the Malay, asx
vou were relative to the Bengalee. 1 pick up a
few words as I can; my progress is very slow;
so slow as to be almost imperceﬁtible. I must
make my own Dictionary, if I wish to have one
on which I can depend. I generally put down
all the woids whose meaning I can ascertain,-
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from whatever guarter I cau get them; thus I
liope in time to form a vocabulary which may
be useful to myself and to any brother who
may join me. The Malays have no printed
books; so that I am obliged to employ my tea-
¢her one part of the day in copying books for
we to read the other.”

Notwithstanding these impediments, such
was his diligence and perseverance that in
ten months from the date of his arrival on the
Island, he was able to speak with considerable
£aSe.

On the 17th April, 1814, he conducted a
*regular service for the first time in the Malay
language. His congregation consisted of six
or seven nominal Christians.  “ Thus,” he says,
* in the course of one year God has enabled m=>
so far to acquire the language as to begin
my work.” On the following Sabbath, a larger
house was offered him to preach in, and he
had thirty hearers. Ile met with a few "native
christians thus on Sabbath and Wednesday
evenings. The report of his preaching in
Malay having got abroad, several of the most
respectable Members of the Dutch church
came to hear him ; and Mr. Ross, the Dutch
Minister who had always manifested the most
fnendl\ feelings towards him, invited him to
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preach in the church. Mr. Bruckner, writing
on this subject in a letter dated the 27th
March, 1854, says, “the old Dutch Minister
being then on good terms with brother Ro-
binson invited him to preach in Malay
to the Portuguese congregation, although
he knew he was a baptist. I myself hecard
the old man say, “ Let him preach to our con-
gregation as much as he likes; for children
he will not baptize, and adults will not offer
themselves for baptism.” The consent of the
church council, and the Governor having been
obtained, he preached in the church for the
first time on the 15th of May ; and it was a-
greed he should officiate cvery Sabbath and
Wednesday afternoon. In June, he writes,
% People of all ranks attend the Malay preach-
ing in the church, from the richest to the poor
slaves; for people are now beginning to bring
their slaves to church that thzy may hear the
gospel, which is a thing never done. before.
Thus I have a fine opportunity to make known
the gospel.”

The Malay Christians were very ignorant,
respecting even the fundamental doctrines of
Scripture. The Bible they had ; but it was
written in a style which few could comprehend.
Most of them were descendants of the Por-
tuguese, and understood very little of Dutch ;
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hence though they sometimes attended the
services of the church, the benefit they
had derived was very little. But it was not
long before Mr. Robinson saw some fruit at-
tend his labours. On the 25th July, 1814,
he writes, “ This eveming died an old man
who has been a constant hearer of mine, ever
since 1 began to preach in Malay. He has
for weeks past given very pleasing signs of
a change of heart. He has often confessed
that before he heard the Malay preaching, he
had no serious thoughts of religion ; but since
that time he has made the salvation of his soul
the main subject of his thoughts. He would
*converse on the state of his soul in so sensi-
ble and affecting a mauner, that I have been
delighted and surprised to hear him. 1 knew
nothing of his illness till I heard of his death.
He was not seriously ill above twenty hours
On the Sabbath afternoon, he called for his
clothes to go to church, but was taken ill, and
on Monday evening died. It seems from the
gccount given by his attendants, that he spent
much of the last day of his life in prayer.
When speaking on religious things, the tears
would frequently roll down his cheeks. But
not his words only, his conduct also convine-
ed them that knew him that he was a chang-
ed man. He was by trade a carpenter, and
M
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frequently employed in making coffins. Af-
ter hearing a sermon from, “ Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it Holy,” he asked me
if it was right to make coffins on the sabbath
day. From this question it is easy to see, he
paid attention to what he heard, and wished
to regulate hislife by the Divine commands,
This seems to b> the first, and perhaps the
most prominent, thouzh I hope not the only
instance of conversion undor the Malay preach-
ing.” In the following Septzmber he says. « I
hopz we have five or six real converts among
the Malay christians, bat we hear nothing of
baptism.”

On the 25th of My, threc Missionaries of
ths London Missionary Society arrived in J ava
these were Messrs. Kam and Supper, and ths
devoted Mr. Bruckaer, who still lives at Sama-
rang. O the 16th of September Mr. Trowt
of the Baptist Mission airived.

Not long after this, Mr. and Mrs. Robin-
son and Mr. Trowt wore seized with the ma-
lignant fever of Batavia. A letter written by
the latter shortly after his recovery, will be
read with interest. It is dated the 8th No-
vember, 1814:; “Since I sent you an account
of our arrival on this island, and a few thaughts
respecting Missionary cqncerns here, we have
, been called by Him who cannot err to walk
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in an obscure and painful path, Did I not
know that the cause in whickkI am -engaged
is Divine, I should be ready to faint; but
now, my faith is supported. I have seen a lit-
tle of what the Lord can do, and I humbly
hope that he will" ere long appear on our be-
half in this desolate wilderness, and cause us to
rejoice at the entrance of the Mediator into
the Sanctuary.

“On the 14th, October I accompanied Brethren
Robinson and Reily to Tuggoo, a village about
ten miles from Batavia, where is a church. About
fifty people heard with attention. Brother R.
published preaching there once in four weeks.
On the evening of the 17th, agreeab'y to pre-
vious notice, Bro. R. commenced public preach-
ing in our own house; about seventy adults
were present, and listened with great attention.
In general they were people who attend the
church ; a few were Mahomedans. On the 20th,
Bro. R. preached in a village on one side of the
road to Weltevreden, where there had never been
preaching before. He spoke in a school-room, a
little advanced from the dwellings, whence Chi-
nese, &c. might easily hear him at their own,
doors. The proprietor of a spot of land closely
adjoining this village has since offered to erect
a place for worship on it. A considerable agita-
tion on the subject of religion scemed to b2 dis-
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cernible from the conduct of the people, and we
began to hope that the period was not far dis-
tant when some geniline converts would be in-
duced by the constraining love of Christ, to
make a public avowal of their love to Him. In
the course of the weck, three personssent us
candles, another forms; every thing in this res-
pect looked well. On the 24th, we again pre-
pared for public worship, and were exceedingly
pleased to witness a considerable increase of
hearers. Many more than a hundred adults
came, and discovered very great attention. Bro-
ther R. preached from Matthew, vii. 21, first
part; and appeared to speak with more than
usual solemnity. Though highly gratified by’
the pleasing sight, I could not divest myself of
the load that hung over my eyes. I hoped rest
would remove the pain. A violent fever ensued.
I was delirious at intervals till the morning of
the 31st, when the fever left me in a state of
debility. DBrother R's. circumstances arc much
more distressing.” Ile was first attacked on
the 26th October, but as the symptoms were
slight, he preached in the church in the eve-
ning with the fever on him. At Deepock, about
thirty miles from Batavia, lived a number of
native christians, called Serenies, to whose an-
cestors their freedom and the land they accu-
pied, had been given on condition of their bes
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coming christians. They had expressed an
earnest desire to hear the gospel, and Mr. Ro-
binson had promised to visit them on the 27th.
Anxious, notwithstanding his incipient illness,
not to disappoint them, and hoping that the
ride and change of air would be beneficial, he
set out for that place on the morning of the
27th, but was so ill on the way as scarcely to
be able to keep his seat. On his arriwl he
went round the place, and having found a suit-
able house for preaching, and fixed the times
for the services, the fever returned with greal
violence; “the next day instead of preaching,
Jhe lay ona bed burning with fever till 9 at
night, when he got into a buffulo cart in which
he reached home at noon on the following day. i
Through the unremitting attentions and kind-
ness of Mr. Trowt and Mr. Brown, he was mex-
cifully restored. But scarcely had he recovered
from this, than another attack came on, atten-
ded this time with dysentery and an enlarge-
ment of the spleen. Mr. Ross very kindly had
him removed to his own house, where for some
days his life was despaired of ; but he was again
mercifully restored, so as to be able to. resume
his work; yet never with the same vigour as
before. From the effects of that fever he con-
tinued to suffer during the remainder of his
life; it affected his head so seriously as ever af~
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ter to render close application to study imprac-
ticable. .

As soon as he became convalescent, some
Dutch ladies who had attended his ministry
very kindly endeavoured to secure for him a
house in Ryswick, in a situation far more heal-
thy than Molenvliet, and oflered themselves
to pay the rent of the premises: but they
coul® not succeed in cartying out their bene-
volent intentions. o April. I815, he writes,
1 feared, that thiough my t ug ilin:ss, those
who had fo merly muanifested a disposition o
hear, would vecome caveless again, bLut in his
respeet 1 have been happily disappointed.  In-
deed, it appears fromn some accounis which I
have herrd, that during my illness, many wer
much distressed because they could not hear
the Gospel as usual. Since my recovery, 1 Lave
been much pleased with the state of things
amongst the Native Christians, or Portuguese
as they call themseives. 1 cannot say that any
of them are really converted, yot therc are sev-
eral who appear to be under serious impres-
sions, and earnestly seeking salvation. Pecrhaps
I might make an exception in favour of one,
and call him a converted person, for I can
scarcely think otherwise of him. He is now
striving to begin a prayer meeting amongst
those who seem seriously inclined, and I have
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reason to hope that he will be successful. I
believe it is a thing quite unknown at Batavia
at present, for any person, except ministers
to pray cxtempore before others. But this
young man has ventured to pray several times
and once or lwice with sick persons. I heard
him pray once, and that much to my satisfac-
tion.  He seows to "2 very desirous of doing
good, «nd i hepe b willin tim. be ofs great
service to the cause; ind-ed he is some help
to m~ alrewdy.  He s oar of the iirst fruits of
thie Malav preacning ; he came to iisten at the
wantow, T belicve, the fivst time I preached in
Malay, and from ihat tume he has been a dif-
erent man {rom what bLe formerly was. He
has swiered some persceuti: @ f2om bis former
eompanions, and has frequcntly been reviled
wi the name of wy disciple; and told, that
ne folfene me for gain . but notwithstanding
«lli hic Bas kept on now {or almost a year, and
I hope he will endure to the end and be saved.

In June, 1814, the Juva Bible Society was
foumed, with the object of having the Bible
translated into the Malay dialect of Batavia,
and the other dialects and languages spoken on
the Island. The Bible then in use in the city
was written in the dialect of Amboyna, where
it was well understood, but here it was unintel-
ligible; and a new translation had long been
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considered desirable. While Mr. Robinson was
vet laid aside by the fever to which reference
has been made, a resolution was passed by the
Bible Society on the 4th November, 1814,
that Mr. Kool 4 Dutch gentleman, and Malay
translator to Government, together with Mr.
Robinson should prepare for the Press a
new version of the New Testament. Before
he was able to resume his studies, Mr. Kool
had translated the Gospel of Matthew and
presented it to the Governor. In February,
a meeting of the Committee was held, when this
translation was produced and a portion of it
read. Mr. Robinson, who was present at the,
request of the Governor, observed that it wasa
literal translation from the Dutch; and the
translator had, from the ambiguity of certain
Dutch words, fallen into crror in several
instances. He was then asked to sexa-
mine and report upon this translation, and
himself to prepare a portion of the Gospel of
Luke to be presented at the next meeting of
the Committee. This report was laid before
them in April following, and he was requested
solely to undertake the translation of the Gos-
pels and Acts. He was at the same time ap-
pointed 2 member of the Committeerin the room
‘of the Lutheran minister who had dieqd a few
‘months before.
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About this time, on hearing of the deatl
of Mr. and Mrs. Sutcliff; he writes thus to
his mother : ¢ If ever you, my dear mother,
have rejoiced that you have a son a Mission-
ary, you may look upon Mr. Sutcliff as the
means of your having that joy. 1 have been
exercised with a long illness, by which I was
prevented from preaching for four months,
but I am now through mercy perfectly well,
and as busily employed in my work as I can be.
My wife has also been very ill, but the Lord
has restored her also. I now preach regularly
five times a week; four times in Malay and
once in English. Besides preaching I am en-
*saged in translatiug the Gospels and the Acts
into Malay for the use of the people of this
country. I have undertaken this at the request
of the Java Bible Society. If you could see how
much work I have to do, how necessary the Gos-
pel is here, how willing some are to hear, and
how ignorant others are, I am sure you would
be ready to thank God that you had been call-
ed to part with a son to be employed in his
work; yea, I think you would almost wish that
all your sons and daughters too were employed
in the some glorious cause. For my own part,
I can truly say, that I should feel it a great
happiness to see any of my . brothers or sisters
eome to join me in the work of the Mission. 1
think there are twenty or thirty people in this
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country under serious concern for their souls by
means of the Malay preaching, and I think some
good is doing among the soldiers to whom I
preach in English. Notwithstanding all the trials
and afflictions, ‘I have experienced, the work of
the Mission is what I love. I am happy.in it,
and I wish to live and die in it. Should we meet
in heaven, which I hope will be the case, with
a few souls from India to whom the Lord has
blessed my roor efforts, you will not then la-
ment that you parted with your son, nor I that
for Christ's sake, 1 left my mother. I livein
hope of the day when we shall meet to part no
more.”

In June, he writes, “I do not wish to he'
too sanguine, nor to cxcite expectations which
will not be realised; yect I cannot but think
there is much good doing at the present time.
The word is heard with great attention; many
attend three times a week, and some four times.
Thz person I mentioned in a former letter, whose
name is Henrick, gives me great pleasure: he
is very zealous, and exerts himself much to do
good. He requasted me to preach at his house
last week ; the house was quite full; and some
I hear went away for want of room. I preach-
ed last month tweaty two times, I thank God
for my health again, seeing there is much to be
done for him; how distressing it would be to
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be laid aside from my work by sickness, while
there is such a prospect of usefulness.”

On the 3rd of July, he was informed
that he must resign the church, or say
nothing to the native christians about baptism
either in public or private. With this condi-
tion he could not conscientiously comply, and
resolved rather to leave the church; but as he
had received no «flicial commurication, he cor-
tinued his ministrations there as usual. This
attempt to bafflec him in his labours appears to
have bzen dictated by the envy of some; and
was not, as will shortly appear, participated in
Dby the majority of his hearers. In September
hie notices the receipt of a letter from Dr. Ry-
land, informing him that an application had’
been made by the Society to both the English
and Dutch Governments for permission for him
to remain in Java,—and the application was
acceded to. ‘But in November, Mr. Trowt
received a letter from Mr. Dyer, stating that
the Society did not think they could support
the Java Mission much longer unless the Mis-
sionaries could assist in supporting themselves,
This was very discouraging, especially as there
appeared no possibility pow of their doing any
thing for their own maintenance. But M.
Robinson thought he might diminish his ex-
penses by ceasing to preach in the church;
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where of course he was expected to appear in
black; and “the price of black cloth was
seventeen paper dollars, a yard, and silk and
satin were a hundred and fifty per cent dearer
than in Bengal.” No sooner however had he
proposed on this ground to discontinue his min-
istrations in the church, than a subsecription
raised among his hearers of something more
than a hundred Rupees monthly, showed how
strongly the majority of them desired that his
labours among them should be continued. In
J anuary, 1816, he says, ¢ The subscription made
for me in December amounted to 192 Java
Rupees paper, should this subscription continue,
I shall want but little support from the So-
- ciety except for extraordinary occasions; but
there is no dependance to be placed on that
which I may soon be obliged to relinquish for
conscience’ sake.” .

About the end of January, ¥816, the Bible
-Society held a Committee Meeting, at which he
presented the translation of the Gospel of
Matthew which had been completed, but was
not quite ready for the press. A donation of
fifteen hundred Rupees was voted to him to
encourage him to go forward; and another of
a thousand Rupees was voted to Mr. Trowt to
enable him to defray t the cxpences of teachers,
&ec,, for the Javanese translatxon. )
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Among the Mahommedans, Mr. Robinson ap-
pears to have met with very little encourage-
ment. “ I am glad to find,” he says, “ that they
think a little on what they hear, thoughl am
afraid none of them have received any saving
benefit. Preaching to Malays is not like
preaching to Bengalees. In Bengal you may
collect a congregation under a tree, or in the
market place. Here we must go from house to
house, and think it a great point gained if all
the inhabitants of a single house will listcn to
our message.” In another letter he says,
“they are so ignorant that they understand
nothing, or so prejudiced that they will take
“iothing into consideration. I hope however
that when we have a few books to give them,
a spirit of inquiry may be produced among
them. Itis difficult to get an opportunity of
speaking to them in any numbers. One even-
ing I think I had more than thirty round me;
they heard well, and put some very pertinent
questions. In general however a cold reserve,
6r an obstinate resistance characterizes the re-
ception the Malays give to the Gospel.”
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CHAPTER XI.

THE JAVA MISSION.—(Contrnwed. )

[1816—1821.]

The year 1816, was crowded with events
which proved to be of great importance in the
subsequent history of the Java Mission. In
April, Mr. Gottleb Brackner, whose arrival has
been already noticed, having changed his views
with regard to the ordinance of baptism, was

' immersed at Samarang by Mr. Trowt; and
immediately after joined the Baptist Missionary
Society. '

In the same month two Dutch Commission-
ers with a Division of troops atrived at Java
They were accompanied Wy a new Duteh clergy-
man, who was high in repute for learning and
abilities, and who declared his intention to stay
in Batavia and learn the Malay language. Mr.
Robinson was induced from this and other cir-
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cumstances to think that if he continued to
preach in the houses of the Malay christians as
he had hitherto done, it might bring them into
trouble with their new minister. He therefore
intended, without leaving them altogether, to
discontinue his regular visits, until they should
themselves renew their invitation. On his re-
turn from Pamanoollah, about eighty miles from
Batavia, whither he had been invited to baptize
Mrs. Knaggs, a Dutch lady residing there, he
visited the Native christians and inquired into
their state. He found that they had kept up
their meetings, and were anxiously waiting for
his return. He then took the opportunity to
warn them of the difficulties in which his vi-
sits might involve them, and the apprehensions
he had that they would incur the displeasure
of their ministers. At the same time he assured
them there was no unwillingness on his part
to. continue his labours among them.  They,
replied, that if the matter stood thus, they
thought they could find courage to ask him to
preach. A day or two after, some of them
called upon him, and informed him that eight
of them had agreed together to invite him to
continud his ministrations among them, and to -
abide by the consequences. He accordingly
acceded to ‘their request; and he says, “So
eager were the people to hear, that I found the
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hquse full; I suppose there could not have
been less than a hundred. They then request-
ed that I would preach to them every Friday
evening; and to this I readily agreed.”

His apprehensions on this point were not
groundless. In July, he writes, “I feel much
anxiety on account of those persons who re-
quested me to preach to them in a private house,
for though I forewarned them of the result,
they seem much disconcerted now their minis-
ters show their 'displeasure. These people,
after all the pains I have taken with them,
understand and feel so little of religion, that
if they stand in the day of trial, I shall wonder.
My situation is peculiarly trying and difficult ;
I need the wisdom of a serpent, the innocence
of a dove, and the fortitude of a confessor.
Still I do not despair; my strength is made
equal to my day,and I hope I have one Friend
*who can help in every distress. I mnever felt
the importance of prayer so much as I do at
this time; and I hope that my prayers are not
unheard.”

In May, 1816, Baron Van'der Capellen, the
new Governor, arrived. In the following month,
Mr. Robinson writes, “I think the time is
coming on, when the state of things at Bata-
via, will change either for the better or the
worse ; indeed I expect that very soon a wide
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door will be opened for me in this countsy,
or that I shall be quite®shut out. I bave
paid a visit to Baron Van der Capellen, the
Governor. My principal objeet was to ascertain
whether, under the expected Duteh Govern-
ment, complete liberty of conscience would be
allowed. On this point I received the fullest
satisfaction; for upen my asking the Baron,
whether the Goverament would take any of-
fente, should any of the people in Batavia
adopt my sentiments, he replied,—“Not in the
least; we must bear with each other’s failings
in these respects; liberty of conscience is a fun-
,damental rule of our Government.” Upon
another point, however, he did not give me
equal satisfaction: when I put the question
whether I might be permitted to stay in the
country, under his government; his answer
was, “ I cannot tell : that is a matter net yet
determined.” 1 enquired whether I should call
on him again to receive that informatien, * Yes,”
said he, “when I get the Government;” thus 1
was left quite in a state of suspense; nor can
I tell what opinion to form of the matter.

“If 1 should obtain full liberty to stay in
this country, and all restraints should be taken
off, my work in the Malay language will so
multiply upon my hands, that I shall have no
time to learn a new language. I have so much
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to%do already that many days I can find no
time to sit down to translation; I preach twice
in English, and twice in Malay, hold a confer-
ence in English on Monday evening, and two
meetings in Malay, for the instruction of my
servauts and a few Amboynese soldiers.”

In July, he baptized Mr. and Mrs. Diering.
Mr. Diering was a member of the Dutch church.
but attended the Malay services, and for four-
teen months had been seeking after the
truth. Mzts. Diering was a native of Batavia,
of Portuguese extraction. Not long before
her baptism, she had attended the instructions-
of a Deaconness of the Dutch church,» with
the view of being admitted to the communion
of the Lord’s supper; but afterwards with her
husband solicited baptism. The administration
of the ordinance on this occasion created much
consternation among the native christians; so
alarmed were they, that Mr: Robinson was
obliged to desist from preaching to them for
several weeks. In theinterval he held a meet-.
ing at Mr. Diering’s on Fuesday evenings;
but his house being somewhat remote from
the part occupied by the christians, very few
of them attended; the majority of his hearers
were Chinese.

In August the Government of the Island
reverted to the Dutch. Mr. Robinson then



REV. W. ROBINSON. 163

waited on the Governor to ask his permissionto
remain in the country,; the reply was that he
had not taken the matter into consideration;
but he was at liberty to stay for the present,
He asked many questions in a friendly map-
ner, and the impression on Mr. Robinsor’s
mind- was that he was inclined to favour the
Mission. “ Before Kleft him I puthim the ques-
tion plainly—Has yeur excellency any objection
te my preaching in private houses. He replied,
No. Go on as you do; and if I have any
thing to communicate to you, I will inform
you of it, without further trouble. Thus
<losed my interview with the Governor; and
[ returned home with a glad heart, thanked
God, and took courage.”

He was again enabled to commence the Fri-
day evening meetings: ¢ Thus” says he, “-the
things that have happened to me have fallen out
rather for the furtherance of the Gospel ; for
now two meetings are held in Batavia in the
week, instead of one.” The Gospel of Matthew
was this year put to press, and printed in the
Roman characters. In Awgust, the first supply
of Malay Tracts was received from Serampore.
Before the means of printing in' Malay had
been procured there, Mr. Robinson had writ-
ten two or three tracts; but had given away
the manuseripts. Tracts and Gospels-in the
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Chinese language, had been distributed ; and
were well received and, attentively read; and
it was hoped, that the distribution of them in
Malay, would induce the Mahomedans <who
had hitherto manifested e0 much dislike to
the Godpel, te pay some attention to its truths.
“ The Malay tracts too have been well re-
ceived, but probably for no other reason than
because their contents were unknown. I have
not yet seen a single Mussulman inclined to
give the Gospel a favourable hearing.”

In October of this year, this Infant Mis-
sion was called to sustain a severe loss in the
death of Mr. Trowt: “He is gone,—Mr. Ro-
binson writes,~—gone no doubt to receive the
reward of his short but active serviees. But I
cannot help'mowrning: I mourn for my own
sake, and mourn for the Java Mission. His
loss will be severely felt; for’ his whole soul
was in the work of the Lord, and whatsoever
kis hands found to do, he did with all his might.
Were I called upon to give his character, 1
know not how I could do it better than by"
saying, He was very diligent, and very pious.
He has seldom enjoyed good health since he
has been in Java, end ‘I fear his great exertion
in learning the Javanese language bad no
smpall share in basteming his end. On the
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26th October, he left this world of sin and
sorrow.”

Before the close of the year, the effects of
the jealousy which was excited in the minds
of some on account of the baptism of Mr.
and Mrs. Diering, begun to be manifest.- * The
Churh wardens feared a general dissent from
the established church,” owing to the success
Mr. Robinson met ,with among the Malay
Christians; and in November hig ministrations
in the church were interdicted, and Mr.
Supper was appointed in his room. On the 12th
of December, a letter from Mr. Bruckner
jnformed him that the Dutch Ministers had
presented a petition to the Government against
dissensions, that is, against thelabours of the
Baptists. But he still resolved to, preach the
Gospel, wherever God might open a door,
‘without regarding whit man might say."

On the 26th December, the arrival of Mr.
and Mrs. Phillips of the Baptist Mission
cheered him much. Not long after. this it would
appear the Governor communicated. with him
on the subject of the petition that had been
presented to him. No record of this com-
munication remains, but' the purport appears
to have been, not a direct interdiet upon his
labours, but an expression of His Excellency’s
disapprobation. Upon this, he with his col-
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league, presented a memorial to' the Governor.
Not receiving a reply to it for some time,
they on the 16th July, 1817, waited upon his
Excellency, “to ask permission for Bro. Phillips
to proceed to Samarang, and to know whether
he had any thing to say on the subject of our
memorial. We found him still in the same
mind relative to the baptism of native Chris-
tians. Upon my telling him that another person
wished to be baptized, he did go so far as
to say that he'should not hinder it,. but still
did not approve of my doing it, lest it should
create a disturbance in families. He desired
Mr. Phillips to put his request in writing
and he would consider of it. It appears that
we must consider ourselves as here by con-
nivance only, and that no Missionary can be
suthorized fo stay but by the Court of
Holland.” On the same day, Mr. Robinson
wrote to Dr. Ryland, requesting that a de-
putation be sent to his Majesty the King
of the Netherlands, with an application on behalf
of the Java Mission. In accordance with this
request Messrs. Roberts and Potts visited Hol-
and, “ for the purpose of endeavouring-to pro-
cure full liberty’ of conscience and security of
residence for the Missionaries in Java.” They
were graciously received, and His Majesty was
pleased to say, that “he saw. no reason why
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the whole of the request made by the deputation
should not be granted, and they might be
assured that he would do in the case whatever
might be compatible with the welfare of Java.”

In the mean while, Mr. Robinson was
exposed to fresh difficulties. On the 22nd July,
he writes, “This evening heard that the Gover-
nor and his Secretary are gone to the Eastward
where they will be absent several months; thus
he has not answered our expectations in re-
plying to Bro. Phillips’s request, which was
sent to him on the day we waited on him.
Several circumstances lead us to conjecture
+that the English are unwelcome here, and
that their residence herewill be made very
uncomfortable. We now fear that it will be
a difficult thing for Bro. Phillips to proceed
to Samarang, as it appears that His Excellency,
however fairly he mair speak, has no intention
to grant him permission; amd to proceed
without his permission might he construed
.into a crime which would give the Governor
a pretext to expel us the country.” On the
#th, Mr. Phillips called at the Secretary's
office, and was informed that the Governor
had left nothing there addressed to him. One of
the assistants told him that it was not in the
(iovernor's power to grant permission to any
minister but those of the refurmed Church te
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remain at Java; but added that if he went to
Samarang he might perhaps remain unmolested
till he could get permission from the King,

On the 20d of August Mr. Robinson bap-
tized Mr. Miilder, a native of Batavia, who attri-
buted his first religious impressions to a Malay
sermon preached about three years before.—
On this subject, he writes to Dr. Ryland,
“ Perhaps some persons may suppose, that
these native Christians only change their senti-
went relative to Baptism when they join us, and
that my preaching among them rather promotes
the interests of a party, than the general cause
of Christianity. This however isnot the case;
for I found these native Christians, as they
are called, deeply sunk insin. Sabbath break-
ing, drunkenness, gaming, fornication, and (if
1 may credit report) conjuring, and almost all
other gross sins were common among them,
and are common among the generality to this
day. Some of them pretend to believe the
doctrine of the transmigration of souls, and
others are deeply tinctured with the spirit of
of Deism, through becoming acquainted with
the works of Voltaire.+ Surely such characters
are merely men of the world.”

On the 13th August he writes, “ This eve-
ning I heard that some of the native Christians
have presented a Yetition to the Governor
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against me, stating that I have baptized Mr.
Miilder, and requesfing that I may be expelled
the country.. It is said that Mr. Ross, has
drawn up this petition. The Governor is now
at Samarang.

“16th August. This evening I heard that
two addresses had been presented to the
Governor concerning me; one by the Church
council which was drawn up by Mr. Ross.
It is said that they have not requested tnat
I should be expelled, but that I should be
prevented from baptizing any more of the
pative Christians. As the person who gave me
this information was likely to know the truth,
and one whose word I could balieve; I sup-
pose this is the true state of the case.

“22nd August. This evening I received a
letter from the President of the Magistrates,
prohibiting me from baptizing any more of the
native Christians, till I hear from Samarang,
upon pain of punishment.

" «23rd August. This morning after deli-
berating on the contents of the letter I re-
ceived last night, it appeard to Bro. Phillips
and myself that it would be better not
to return any answer to it, as the probability
is that if the Governor sends us no- arder from
Samarang, he- will return to Batavia in two or

o
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three months, and then of course the restric-
tions of a Magistrate will Tose their weight.

¢ About noon heard that the Magistrate had
been to the house where I am accustomed to
preach, and prohibited my preaching there
any more. I called on him this evening to
enquire into the truth of e matrer, when he
told me he had given v, wweh evder. Thus
I discovered that auc*her persor had heews daz.
ing enough to po «nd  {orind the sevvices in
the Magistrate’s nases withont aoy digections
from Lim to rhatr offec {owos abso told a
the  Magstrace’s bovse woub an answes  wae

expested trom Soman e foutteen days

«25th August. TLis morning wated on the
President of the Magisrates and <fowed him
the letter 1 bad received.  He said It was not
seut by his directios  for he only wish o (e
matter to be proposed to me in the furm
a request. It was reported on Fiiday last
that a pern was going to tn seplized, and
the father of this person Femyg v armly
opposcd to his son becoming a Baptist
requested  the Magistrate tu prevent it, and
this was why he interfered. 1 informed the
President that Mr, Kool had gone to the
hous: where I preach, and in the name of
the Magistiate had forbid my preaching; and
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requested that he would reprove him for so
doing : which he promised to do.”

These impediments to the prosccution of
s labours though annoying were not allow-
ed to interfere with the discharge of duty.
Mreo Philling, writing v June, 1817, says

e TETy

he o copronous in Baievied. which Mr

LT pri bove ue veds o a little
B ‘{: e ! :c‘uL it thocge WM Sy ﬂJld I
Jope o eonh e has cown will
no qbe oor o poeed e atered by divine ine
Thvitoe. 0 b bgong et L abenduant harvest,
oLt L e D owme of his hearers
O TR S e cgay b thrmed
R et AR EEA Y ad - proper

Beloe e, sheoare - ek the kingdom of
o ave huve great satiefaction in the con-
COMr Dvaings be s a valuable auxili-

v

2otober, Ma.and Mrse Phillips embarked

. weoweie, Sometime before their departure
‘Mi, boldusen had commenced to hold an
Einglisu service on the sabbath evening at
Lis own housc; his auditory consisted princi-
pally of American merchants and the Captains of
Vessels touching at Batavia. At the beginning
of the following year, Mrs. Diering’s relatives
who had almost forsaken her on account of



172 MEMOIRS OF THE

her baptism, became reconciled; their preju-
dices wore away; and at her grand mother’s
house, he was enabled to estab'ish a weekly
meeting for prayer and the exposition of the.
scriptures.

“ The number of hearers,” he remarks, ¢ is
but twelve or fourteen; but these are more
than I can get at Mr. Diering’s house. Every
thing here secms very dull; I am grieved at
the state of things, but not particularly
discouraged, for 1 still hope that the Lord
will appear for wus, and cause us to see
prosperity. I have heard npthing further from
the Government.” It appears however that efforts
were again made to procure him permission
to preach in the echurch, but without success.
Wiiting in April, 1819, he says, “ My prospects
arc a little pleasing; for the number® of my
hearers has been augmented in cach place;
and our praying friends I hope increase, both in
the gift and in the spirit of prayer.”

Much of his time was also occupied in the
preparation of Malay Tracts and Books ; among.
which we may mention particularly the life
of Bunyan, and a small volume consisting of
113 Hymns; which were reprinted in Holland
and are still used in the Mnlay churches.
Regarding these labours Mr. Bruckner writes
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Malay and added some suitable notes to it.
He also composed other valuable tracts in
Malay, and about a hundred Gospel hymns
in that language which have mnot yet been
exceeded by any for th:ir excellence.” Mr.
Robinson remarks: “I have laboured upon
them fu'l two years, and have bestowed on
them all the pains imaginable. T have copied
each one with my own haunds not less than
seven or eight times, and have corrected and
altered them, till it is not in my power to
make any further improvement in them. [
» must leave the critics in the Malay language
to say what trey please of them; I hope they
will stand the tost of fair criticivm ; but my
object has been to compose a little work that
may be useful.” The Roviewer in the Baptist
Magazine has these remarks:  “ Some of these
picces are imitations of Hymns in common use
among us; but the greater part are entirely
original.  Of their merits in a literary point of
view we do not profess to be able to speak ;
but we are happy to adduce the powerful tes-
timony of an individual, the learned author of
the Mulayan Dictionary,—whose competence to
form an opinion will bz universally admitted.
This gentleman, after speaking in high terms
of Mr. Robinson as a Malayan scholar, ob-
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serves, “ The Hymns he has composed in that
language evince an uncommon degree of pro-
ficiency in it, and in point of idiom would do
credit to a native writer.” So far regarding the
hymns; but says Mr. Rdbinson, “if you ask
how many souls have been saved by my means.
1 have but a poor account to give. 1 cultivate
a barren soil, which produces only here and
there a half-grown shrub. Plants of luxuriant
growth are not to be found here. T often feel
much distressed ; but the Lord enables me o go
on, though I often feel as if I could preach
no more, I fear that I shall have but verv few
at last to be my joy and crown of rejoicing.”

Among the Mihommedans and Chincese his
fabours were attended with apparently little
success. Of some he indulged the hope that
they were truly converted : but the number of
such was small.  Of the Chinese he baptized
one named Thea’n on the 26th September 1819,
amidst some there or four hundred of his coun-
trymen who stood round as spectators of the
solemn ordinance. A few cxtracts from his jour-
nals referring to his labours among these people
will we think be read with interest.

25th July, 1820. “ Weat to Chilinching this
morning. 1 left home before six,and arrived
there a little after eight. There were but few
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people in the market; it was the time of
harvest, and many were gone to gather in their
crops. Having disposed of wmy horse, I offered
a tract containing 15 Malay hymns, to a small
group of country people, but they said, they
could not read. On my offering to read it to them,
they listened with some attention; but some
noisy Cliinamen soon obliged me to move fur-
ther off where there was less confusion. A Ma-
lay wman took a Hymn Book and shook hands
with meas a taken of gratitude. I passed on
to a gambling shed where a Chinaman wanted
book. Iinding myself surrounded with another
2roup of Malays, 1 begun to read a hymn and
to enlarge upon its contents; but was soon
disturbed by a China butcher blowing a horn
as asignal for his customers to come and pur-
chase his pork. After 1 had done speaking I
offercd books, but the general ery was, We can-
not read. T proceeded to the middle of the
market where I offered books again ; and again
the excuse was, We cannot read : Well, if you
cannot read, said I, come and hear, and T will
rcad to you. Iread several hmyns and explain-
ed their contents, and my hearers were now not
only more numerous, but more attentive than
before. Some who refused the books before
under pretence that they could not read, now
took them; and others who fancied they could
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not read Malay without the vowel points, be-
gan to have a better opinion of their abilities;
while a few begged some for their relations and
friends who they said could rcad them. I stood
perhaps an hour in this place, all the time ex-
posed to the sun. I was now faint and unable
to do much more, I went to a stall and sat down;
but could not succeed in getting another group
round me. Indeed I had not strength and spirits
enough, for I had already talked two hours,
besides riding twelve miles, and not having had
any refreshment since 1 left home, and not
being very well in health. I was quite exhaust-
ed and obliged to desist. 1 had now to ride
three miles to Tugoch where I preached in the
afternoon. My hearers werc few but attentive;
and I hope the word has had some effect in this
dark village.”

26th July. Preached at Tugooh again this
morning. My hearers werc few; but it was
pleasing to see them so attentive. 1 intended
to return home in the afternoon but was
prevented by rain. The old man at whose
house I lodge is still ill, and in all probability
will not recover; there secems however some
reason to hope that he is prepared for the
change that awaits him.

The following Extracts contain references to
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some Chinese customs, which may be found in-
teresting.

26th August. This morning Sun Long
called on me and told m: that he wished
to get a house in which the Chinesec might
meet for instruction in the Christian religion,
and that he had one in his view, which he
would slow me if I would accompany him
to town. Hc added too that his employer’s
son, a young man, was very ill, and I might at
the same time call on‘him and pray with him.
“ You prayed with me,” said he, “when 1 was
sick, and the Lord Jesus certainly heard your
prayer, for I recovered soon after, and without
any medicine.” I went with him immediately .
and found the house he spoke of was on
the preniises of his employer, who besides his
sugar works in the country had a large house
and premises in Batavia. 1 found the young
man had been ill with a fever nearly a month.
He had attended Malay worship once or twice ;
and now requestzd ge to pray to the Lord
Jesus that he might recover. I told him 1
would; but it was not certain he should
recover. “ Jesus,” said I, “is able to restore
your health, and perhaps he will; but your
soul is much more diseasod than your body,
and if you pray to Jasu: for thz pardon of
your sins and for a clean heart, he will
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certainly hear you.” After praying with him
I offered to give him some medicine, for I
had understood that his only physician was
an ignorant Malay woman, who depended morc
on the efficacy of charms than on the quali-
ties of her medicine. I thought it necessary
howeyer to tell his mother that I was no
medical man though I had occasionally given
a few doses of medicine to poor people who
could afford no better assistance, and that
I could not be afwerable for the result;
but that I would do my best, and that we
must depend on the Lord’s blessing for success.
The old woman gladly accepted my proposal.

12th September. Spent the whole of this day

in Batavia, and the greater part of it with Sun
Long and the sick Chinaman. I read and ex
plained two Chapters to them, and we had
much discourse together on religious subjects.
“ 1 spoke to Sun Long on the subject of wor-
shipping the ashes of his ancestors; but this
he denied. “Why do gou not then,” said I,
“ throw them away ?" “The ashes of my wife's
ancestors are mixed with those of mine, and
if I were to throw them away, she would
turn me -out of doors, for the house is hers;
but wait a while, and if I cannot by fair
means persuade her to forsake idolatry, I
will leave her, and take a house for myself.”
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“When a Chinaman dies, some of his rela-
tions go to three or four different houses,
begging ashes. These ashes they sift, and
putinto a pot, and carry to the grave of the
deceased person at the time of his interment.
The pot containing the ashes is afterward plac-
ed on atablein a conspicuous part of the house
of the surviving relatives, and a small stick of
aromatic woed is lighted, and stuck in the pot
every day; and at the time the stick is
burning the survivors worship the ashes, or
rather their deccased relation; for they sup-
posc the spirit of the deceased is present
there. The act of worship consists in plac-
“ug the palns »f the hands together, and ad-
vancing them to the forchead; at the same
time ihe whole body is inclined forward to-
wards the pot. Chinamen also often offer up
prayer to the ashes or spirits of deceased rela-
tives; but they never pray for pardon, or any
thing relative to the life to come, but only for
gain, success in their undertakings, freedom
from disasters, &c. When they come from their
own country to settle at Batavia, thcy common-
ly bring the ashes of their relatives with
them. The quantity contained in one of
these pots differs; in some houses 1 have seen I
suppose a full quart; and in others not wmore
than a pint, or even less than that.”
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14th September. This afternoon commenced
worship in the house of Sun Long’s cmployer,
Several Chinamen were present who 1 suppose
never heard any thing of the gospel before.
They were very attentive; and after 1 had
done, one of them enquired when the day of
resurrection would come; and another said.
“ 1 bave buried five children; now you say,
the dead will all live again; shall 1 then sce
my children again?” Oi2 of them wished to
know whether by means of the book of which
I had been speaking,—the Bible,—I could tell
fortunes. I invited them all to come again
next Thursday afterndon; and I intend if the
Lord permit, to hold a meeting there cvery
Thursday afternoon at 4 o’clock.

18th September. The’an told me that the
old Chinawoman to whose son I gave some medi-
cine, and who is now nearly recovered, is desi-
rous of returning thanks to God; but does not
know how to do it, and wishes me to go and
instruct her. The question it seems is, whether
she isto kill a few fowls and ducks, and burn
a few bundles of paper according to Chinese
custom on such occasions; or whether she is
to do it in some other way.

19th September. Weut this evening to see
the old Chinawoman and herson. As soonas 1
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entered the door, I saw The'an reading the gos-
pel of Matthew to them in Malay. This was
a pleasing sight. The old woman it seems had
previously to my visiting her son, made a vow
that il he recovered she would make an offer-
ing 1in a neighbouring temple; but having now
heard something of Christ, she hesitated ; on
the one hand, doubting whether it would be
right to make her iatended offering, and on the
other, not feeling satisfied thit she ought to
omit it. I told her that God required no offer-
ing but the heart, and that it would bz very
sinful in her to worship an idol, after the Lord
had shown her so much merey. She acquicseed in
"Al this, but thouzht as she hd made a vow, she
vught to make sone speinl ack owledgement
of the goodness of God to her. [ proposed that
Mr. Dicring, The'an and myself should meet
at her house next Fridiy cvoning to return
thanks fur her seu's recovery ; to which she readi-
ly assented. From the conversation Ihad with
her, I have no doubt that the go p:l has made
some impression upon her mind. The young
man seems well disposed and inelined to hear;
but he is not so scrious as his mother; still 1
hope they both make some attempts to pray.

22nd September.  Ileld the prayer-mecting as
proposed.  Ten or twelve porsons iuncluding

r
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the family were present. The'an prayed before
his countrymen with much plainness and free-
dom. One man present told me that he had
been to hear the word formerly; but he knew
that if he became a disciple of Jesus, he must
lay aside all unjust methods of getting gain;
and he plainly intimated that such a line of
conduct would not suit him.”

Thus he continued to labour, having his
hopes sometimes raised, at others blasted. But
the Dutch Government continued forcing upon
him greater restrictions until his siay in the
Island became excecodingly uncomfortable. Mr.
Bruckner writing after his death, says, “After
carrying oy his labours for several ycars even
under the Putch Government, Mr. Robinson
found it very unpleasant to remain much longer
where the authorities seemed to be against him,
and the church very inimical to him. His
preaching in his own house was just not for-
bidden him; and some person having been bap-
tized by him, he received a summons from the
Magistrate to appear before him on account of
it. e found it necessary afterwards to take
a trip up the country for his health, but could
not get permission to do so.” Sir Stamford
Raffles was then at Bencoolen, which on the
arrival of Messrs. Ward, Barton and Evans
had become a Mission Station; and Mr. Ro-
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binson was invited to join them; this invita-
tion being kindly scconded by His Excellency
the Governor, to whom he was well known.
“After a correspondence which. displays much
conscientions solicitude to make the proper de-
¢ision, he finally complicd with the proposal,”
and left Java on the 26th June, 1821.

Thus ended his labours there; labours at-
tended with many discouragements, numerous
difficulties and not large success. But to all
who love the Redecmer’s cause it will be grati-
fying to lcarn that the Javanese :n1 Malays
are now reaping the Dbenefit of seme of those
labours. Dutcli Missionaries were afterwards
scnt to Java, whoe have ministered faithfully;
several thousands of the Natives have em-
braced Christianity ; and among other causes
which may be supposed to have produced this
happy result, Mr. Bruckner'mentions, a Tract
of 46 pages, drawn up by Mr. Robinson in
Malay, and afterwards translated and printed
in Javanese. “lts title is, the Way of Salva-
tion. It is a real solid Christian Tract; it says
some things very plain against Mahomedanism,
as to its entire insufliciency for securing salva-
tion. It causedggreat sensation among the
Natives, so that even the Police interfered with
my Tract distribution.”
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He rests from his labours ; but his works de
follow him.

CHAPTER XII.

TIIE SUMATRA MISSION

[1816—1821.]

During his stay in Jave, Mr. Robinson had,
in his letters to the Missionaries at Serampore,
and to the Society, urgel upon their attention
the probable advant:gs of estabiishing a Mis-
sion at Sumatra. On the South-West coast of
this large Island, the Iinglish had a scttlement
and factory, to which the name of Fort Marl-
borough was given; it.was about three miles
distant from the ancieat Dutch factory of Ben-
coolen. Sir Stamford Raffleg the Governor of
the Islands in the Archipc%go, had his resi-
dence at Fort Marlborough ; and always mani-
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fested an ardent desire that the blessing of
knowledge and civilization, should be exten-
ded among the inhabitants, and therefore did
much to encourage Missionary enterprise, In
1818, a proposition was made to Mr. N. M.
Ward, a Nephew of Mr. Ward of Scrampore,
to procecd te Bencoolen, and spend his life in
efforts to bonefit the Malays.  He was by pro-
fession a printer; and acceding to this proposal,
he at the close of 1818, accompanied 1lis He-
nor to Bencovlen, taking with him a press and
types. He was joined on the 9th of June, 1826
by Messrs. Burton and Evans, of the Baptist
«Missionary Socwcty @ but they shortly after re-
moved to other parts of the Island, the former
to Sebolga, and the latter to the Dutch settle-
ment of Padang.

Mr. Robinsou having been invited to
remove to Beucoolen, arrived there on the
3rd July, 1821. This was for him a hap-
py change. Relcased from all those restraints
4o which he was subjected in Java, he now
breathed in the healthy atmosphere of religious
{rcedom ; and being already familiar with the
language of the people, he was enabled at once
to commence his labeurs. Shortly after his ar-
rival he writes, “I have had an interview with
the Governor, who reccived me with much kind-
ness as I expected, and promised to do all in
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his power to assist me. Mr. Ward has not yet
returned from Bengal: his return will be the
signal for commencing printing, and I hope with
good effect. Should I now sce alittle prosper-
ity I should rejoice; but after having been so
long in the vale of adversity, I dare not be san-
guine. I know I can do nothing, and if the
Lord does not carry on his own work, I shall
be unsuccessful. 1 wish to establish Malay
preaching in our own house, on the Sabbath
afternoon, but as the experiment is untried, I
cannot say how it may succeed.

“ Mr. Burton is now thinking of proceeding
to Nias, a most important station, and onc where
he will not have to contend with Mahomiedan
prejudices to any great extent. There are several
tribes in and about Sumatra who have not em-
braced the religion of the fa'se prophet, and 1t
is very desirable that we should have Mission-
aries to send among them. If they are not con-
verted to Christianity, they soon will be to
Mahomedanisin ; for the disciples of the cre-
scent are unceasingly active in spreading their
pernicious tenets, and whoever reecives the
doctrines of Mahommed imbibes at the same
time an almost invincible prejudice against
the Gospel. To convert a Mahomedan is hu-
manly speaking, a task unspeakably more dif-
ficult than to convert a heathen, or one who
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knows nothing of any religion; hence it is
much to be wished that Christian Mission-
aries should go among these tribes, while the
task they have to perform is comparatively
easy.

* July 24th Having preached twice in Ma.
lay since the date of the above, I am happy to
add, that there is a great probability of our
obtaining a stated congregation, composed of
several different  descriptions of people.  The
prospeet at present i fair; may it never be
elonded! Mr. Ward has arrived from Bengal
m good health, aad I hope will soon be able te
vreach in Mualay. Mr. Evans has left for Pa-
dang.”

A few months after this a chapel was built in
the town, beneath the shade of a wide spread-
ing Banyan, where Mr. Robinson preached
every Sabbath. e also frequently visited the
markets and other places of public resort, and
preached the Gospel, “with a fluency which
excited the astonishment and admiration of the
natives,” who listencd to Lim with attention,
while he was engaged sometimes for three or
four hours together, combating the doctrines
of the false prophet, and directing his hearers
to tke only Saviour of mankind. With the chap-
lain of the Station, “the piousand amiable Mr.
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Winter,” he was cnabled to establish a month-
ly prayer meeting for the spread of the Gos-
pel. The meetings were held in the church
vestry.

The following extract of a letter to his father
written in February, 1822, may be read with
interest :—* Numbers of persons receive books,
and some few seem inclined to read them; but
the greater part of the inhabitants of this
country are unable to read. You would think
perhaps that they would be glad to receive
instruction ; but the contrary of this is the
casc. Ignorant as they arc, they often think
themsclves wiser than we; yea, they think
themselves the true servants of God, and regard
Christians as unbclievers. They are firmly per-
suaded that all who belicve in Mahommed will
certainly go to heaven, sooner or later, while all
who reject him will certainly be lost for ever.
People in England know but little of the diffi-
culties and discouragemeuts which we have to
bear; we ride miles perhaps under a burning
sun to talk to a few people, and when we ad-
dress them on the subject of religion, they treat
us with cold indiflerence, or laugh at us, or are
angry with us, or endeaveur io prove all we
say to be false. How very different are the
circumstances of a minister in England, who can
have some hundreds of hcarers every time he
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preaches. His concern is to preach, ours is to
get hearers. T should be delighted could I but
ensure a hundred learers two or three times a
week, for 1 find but little difficulty in preach-
ing; the Malay Janguage is now almost as fa-
miliar to me as English.”

Mr. Robinson had not been  there a year, be-
fore he was on the 25th of May, 1822, calied to
sustain a severe loss in the d ath of bis wife.
“ All who attended her sich bed were pleased
vith her end.  She did not say much; but waat
she did say gave great satisfaction.” At her inc
terment, the fu eral serviee was read by the
wehaplain, Scven weeks {from this day, Mr. Win-
ter himscl{ restcd {rom  his labours, and Mr.
Robinscn was invited to read the sane service at
his grave.  Ie did this without hesitation be-
causé lie felt that en this cecasion there was no
part of that solemn service that could not be
conscientiously read by any dissenter. “We
were with him  much,” says Mr. Robinson,
“during his last illness. It was on his death.
bed that he preached his loudest sermon; it
was here, that he appeared the Christian
indeed. Surely none who wituessed this death-
bed scene could help exclaiming, ¢ Let me die
the death of the rightcoyg, and Jet my last end
be like his.'”
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Immediatly after his death, Mr. Robinson
was invited by the European inhabitants with
the sanction of the Governor, to perform
the duties of Chaplains and after mature
deliberation, he acceded to their request, re-
serving to himself however the option of omit-
ing any portion of the church service, which
under some circumstances might appear to him
objectionable. To discharge the duties that now
devolved upon him faithfully and conscientious-
ly was a task attended with no small difficulty i
but his sermons show with what faithfulness
and unflinching boldness, he condemned the
sins of his countrymen, and declared the whole
will of God. This, as might be expected in
some instances gave great offence, but won for
him no less the respect and esteem of all. His
duties as Chaplain, were not however allowed to
interfere with his Missionary labours. When-
ever his health permitted he preached as usual
in the Bazaar, and in the Malay chapel on the
Sabbath afternoon. On the Ist of November,
1822, he baptized an aged Malay woman a na-.
tive of Amboyna, named Catharina Styfens,
who had been brought to the knowledge of the
truth under his discourses. This was the only
instance in which he was privileged to admi-
mister this ordinance ifi Bencoolen.
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In addition to these duties, much of his time
was devoted to the establishment of schools,
and the preparation of books and tracts. The
natives were exceedingly ignorant. Some of
them had learned the Arabic characters; but
as the only books that could be eobtained were
manuscript and these were necessarily very
scarce, and not to be obtained but ata high
price, there were hundreds who though able
to read had scarcely seen a book for years.
And those whose means enabled them to pro-
cure books, could derive from them no further
instruction than what was to be obtained from
the doctrines of the false prophet.  Schools
were therefore established in and near Bencoo-
len; and in 1822, the number of pupils in
regular attendance amounted to a hundred and
twenty three. But elementary works for the
use of the schools, and tracts for general dis-
tribution in addition to those prepared in Java
and printed at Serampore were necessary, and
with a press on the spot Mr. Robinson was
able to give considerable aid in this way. In
1821 and 1822, he published a tract’ on the
Creation and Fall of man, to which the Natives
gave the title of the History of the Pro-
phet Adam ; alittle book consisting of thirty
easy lessons on Moral and Scientific subjects;
an elementary Treatise on Astronomy ; another
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on Geography; a little book of Moral, and
another of Grammatical Lessons. With refer-
ence to these books, which were not only used
in the schools, but otherwise widely distribu-
ted, Mr. Robinson says;  Science will not
make them Christians, but it will assist in dis-
pelling the mists of Mahomedanism and tcach
them to use their mental powcrs.

“ There 1s a wide ficld for the distribution of
books in Sumatra. The inhabitants of the
West coast, from North to South, are glad to
receive them. Sir Stamnford Raflles has sent
a parcel of our tracts to each district under
his Government, with directions to the resi
dent mnative chief to have them distributced.
Mr. Burton took with him a great number
for distribution along the coast, when he left
us a few wecks ago; and he writes that
they were every where well reccived, and
that the natives rcad them with much in-
terest. As soon as he arrived at his station
numbers inguired for gospels; but alas! he had
none. ,Ncither our pens nor our press can
supply the present demand for books. . Mr.
Burton says in a letter to Mr. Ward: “The
Lord seems now to have given the whole coast
into our hands. Much depends upon the press.
Reading is certainly very common, and a rel-



REV. W. ROBINSON. 193

ish for it may easily be increased by giving
them books which they can understand. Evans
will, at the lowest estimation require a thou-
sand copies of each tract you publish. I think
also we ought to make a vigorous eflort to
support a larger printing establishment, as
tracts will certainly be called for, both more
frequently and in greater numbers than you
can supply at present.  There arc very few
native works in circulation among the Malays in
this coast ; those therefore who have a taste for
reading, cannot gratify it, but by means of our
books. This is a pleasing circumstance, and it
is certainly an iwportant object to supply those
.who wish to read, with such as will pour the
light of day into their benighted minds.”

A monthly lecture in Malay was also coms
menced, “ for the purpose of giving instruction
to the natives in Geography, Astronomy, His-
tory and any other subject, which might be
intercsting to them. The first lecture was on
geography. Several of the Native chiefs were
present, and about fifty other persons: mostly
men who have some little claim to information.
The second lecture was on the peopling of the
earth. Some days after an old man said to Mr.
Robinson, “I wish you would publish your
last lecture; I should be glad of more infor-

Q
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mation on that subject; for I cannot believe
the stories which the Malays tell us, about
people falling from the clouds.”

In 1823, he published a tract on the way of
Salvation, consisting of about seventy octavo
pages; and in the same year his Malayan Ortho-
graphy, designed to assist English students of
the Malay language. The hymns and Matthew’s
gospel, were also extensively distributed; and
as the natives found the latter more intelligi-
ble than the version commonly used, he was
encouraged to reccommence the translation of
the New Testament. The gospel of John hav-
ing been completed, a portion of it was submit-
ted by the Bible Society there to the inspection
of a special committee, well versed in the lan-
guage. Their report was in every respect
favourable, and he was rccommended to un-
dertake a new version of the whole Bible. In
addition to all these labours, he had also a
boarding school, composed principally of Go-
vernment wards. )

On the 9th of June, 1823, he married Mrs.
Knaggs, a Dutch lady of deep and exemplary
piety. She had been converted under his
ministrations in Batavia; and so high was the
value she set on gospel privileges and Christian
instruction, that rather than lose them, she
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resolved to sacrifice a pension she enjoyed from
the Dutch Government, which constituted her
sole means of support, and accompany her min-
ister and his family to Bencoolen. To two
little children, whom his late wife’s death left
motherless, she now became a faithful, tender
and affectionate guardian.

A few extracts from his journal dated in
1824, will close this brief view of his labours
in Sumatra.

The first extract contains a few reflections
drawn from reading the lives of the Rev. David
Brown and Dr. Buchanan. It is dated the Gth May.
# T had been accustomed to think rather meanly
of these good men, especially of the latter. I have
heard him spoken of as a man of doubtful
piety. I had no opportunity of being person-
ally acquainted with him, and was but parti-
ally acquainted with Mr. Brown; my opinion
of Dboth thercfore depended much on the
testimony of others. 1 am glad my mistakes
have been corrected. Good men would think
much better of each other than they do,
were they but better acquainted with each
other., May I for the future indulge a more
expansive charity. God has a work for all
Lis serdants to do, for Episcopalians as well
as Baptists, for the retircd and persevering
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as well as for those who move in a more
active sphere. He divides his work among
his servants. India will be ecvangeclized, but
by no denomination exclusively; several are
employed in  the work, and He gives a
measure of suecess to cach, and advances his
kingdom by means of cach. Messrs. Brown
and Buchanan scem to have been very pious
men, yet they were men of different talents.
Mr. Brown's were less shining and less
calculated to excite public attention, but
they were well adapted to that particular sphere
in which he was designed to move; and it
pleased God to crown his persevering efforts
with great success. Buchanan scems to have’
been designed to act a more public part,
and his talents were excellently adapted to
the work which he had to perform. Bold, ardent
and zealous, with a mind well stored with
science and a popular style of writing, he was just
the man for exciting public attention, and
raising men from their lethargy. 1 do not remem-
ber cver being so interested in rcading any
work as I have been in reading his life.”
The following extracts will show something

of the nature of Mr. Robinson’s labours among

the Malays :—
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“Lord’s day, July 25th. This morning we
went to Old Bencoolen, to the house of a person
whom we commonly call the old man. We
remained with him about three hours, dis-
cussing a variety of subjects relative to the
christian religion, in a friendly manner. This
old man, has the Old and New Testament
in Malay. He seems to have read both with
a considerable degree of attention and Thas
consequently  become very inquisitive. He
complains however that the language of the
Malay Bible is very ambiguous. He received
some time ago a few copies of the Historical
Catechism for distribution, and there is rea-
son t¢ hope has made a good use of them -
among the boys in the School.”

« August 1st. Went to Old Bencoolen again
to-day, where we distributed a number of
Gospels, Catechisms and Tracts. Some ap-
peared glad to get them, perhaps because they
furnish them with something to read, for
native works are scarce and dear. We fell
in with the old man again. He seems friendly
to the native Schools. It is pleasing to see
that prejudice begins to subside, and that
the benefits of education begin to be appre-
ciated.”
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The following extract will convey some idea
of the opinions of the Mabhomedans respecting
a future state :—

¢ Lord’s day, August 22nd. We went to day
into the Marlborough Bazar, and spent most
of the time in one shop; where we conversed
a long time with a Malim, or learned man, to
whom we put a number of questions concern-
ing heaven, hell, the state of separate spirits,
and other subjects of a similar nature. He
stated that the soul goes to heaven or hell
when the body dies, but that it visits the
body on Mondays and Fridays; and that these
visits will continue wuntil the resurrection.
Speaking of the punishment in the grave, he
said, that it continues only forty days, but
he did not explain how a dead body can
suffer. The good works of men, he said, will
at the day of resurrection be weighed against
their sins; those whose sins preponderate,
will be sent to hell; those whose good works
outweigh their crimes will gain admission into
heaven; while those whose sins and deeds
of piey are of equal weight will neither go
to heaven nor hell; but will be placed in a
middle state, where they will enjoy some of
the pleasures of heaven, and suffer ®ome of
the torments of hell. When by suffering they
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are sufficiently purified, they will be admitted
into heaven. Those who go to hell, if Mus-
selmans, will also be purified by their suffer-
ings, just as rusty iron is purified by fire;
and will at last gain admission into the
abodes of blessedness; but infidels, that is all
who do not Lelieve on Mahomed, must suffer the
torments of hell for ever. The faithful will, after
suffering a considerable time in hell, recollect
their prophet, and begin to declare their faith
in him. At the sound of his all-eflicacious
name, the fire of hell will be extinguished,
the gates will fly open, his followers will
,march out, and Mahomed himself will come,
to convey them to heaven. Thus every one
who believes on Mahomed will be even-
tually saved. The vilest of wretches though
dying impenitent will obtain heaven at last, by
pronouncing the name of the prophet. When it
was objected that punishment, supposing it to
make atonement for sin, could not purify the
.mind, change the heart, and fit a person for hea-
ven, we found this learned man quite unable to
comprehend such ideas. They know not what a
change of heart means. To renounce heathenism,
christianity, or any other religion, and embrace
that of Mahomed is what they call repentance
and conversion. Being told that he could per-
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form no good works, because his heart was sin-
ful, and that he could not therefore be saved by
them, he was much at a loss for a reply; but
was relieved from his embarrassment by a per-
son calling him away.”

In September, 1824, Mr. Robinson was com-
pletely laid aside for nearly eight weeks, by a
severe attack of fever. For some time his life
was despuired of ; and on his recovery the dis-
order in his head, brought on by the Batavia
fever, increased to such an extent as to render
a sea voyagc necessary. In a letter to his father
dated December, 1824, he says, with reference
to his ill health; “ It would be no difficult.
matter for me to bring on a fit of insanity ; in-
deed, I have been twice on the very point of
losing my senses, in consequence of too close an
application to study. My intellectual powers
are now so debilitated that I can do nothing
in the Mission. To write a letter is the utmost
stretch of my ability, and I cannot always do
that. The heat is quite too much for me; I.
long for cold; I could almost wish myself
among your christmas frost and snow; I think
I could soon bear them better than this eternal
heat. For nearly twelve years, I have lived al-
most under the line, where the sun regularly
rises and sets at six o’clock all the year round.”
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At the close of 1824, Bencoolen was ceded to
the Dutch in exchange for Chinsurah in
Bengal ; and the labours of the Missionaries
were brought to an early elose. Mr. Ward
alone continued at Padang.

The following extract contains a very hum-
bling view of himself, while taking a retrospect
of his labours among the Malays:—

“Tuesday, January, 10th, 1825, 1 am now on
board the ship Larkins, lying in Rat Island ba-
sin, bound to Bengal,  This is a change I did
not expect. A few weeks ago, I thought of
spending my life among the Malays, but now

«J look forward to terminating my days among
the Hindoos. It has pleased the Lord, by per-
mitting the disorder iy my head—to which I
have long been subject—to grow to such a
pitch as to render me incapable of study, to
effect my removal from the Malay countries. 1
consider this removal as one of the most import-
ant occurrences of my life. As I never expect
to return, so 1 regard my poor efforts among the
Malays as terminated. The retrospect is pain-
ful and ought to fill me with shame, I have been
almost twelve years among these pcople, and
have not been instrumental to the conversion of
one of them. If I have been instrumental of
good, it has been among them who previously
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bore.the christian name. Particularly do I re-
gret the line of conduct I have pursued at Ben-
coolen, I have builded, and planted, and taught
a school; but the spirit of prayer and holy
aflections have declined. I was a better Mis-
sionary at Java than I have been here. There
1 attended to nothing but my work, and found
time for extraordinary prayer ; here T have been
too much engaged in secular concerns, hoping to
support myself and family in future. But it
has pleased the Lord, by the cession of this
place to the Dutch, and by this heavy affli~tion
to disappoint all my hopes. But be it so; T am
content, I am more than content. I think I
have cause to rcjoice the snare is now broken:
the spell whieh held me is disselved, and 1 am
free again for the work of the Mission. Did
I not regret the loss of nearly twelve yeary’
labour in this language, and did I not see cause
to consider this event in the light of a chartise-
ment, I should be much more ineclined to re-
joice. May I never more be entangled with the
aflairs of this life, that I may please him who
hath called me to be a soldier. May a wish to
provide for my family never prove a snare again;
but may I trust to Providence.”

AANARY £ Aanasanaaaaaa
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CHAPTER XIII.

CALCUTTA,—THE LALL BAZAR CHAPEL.

[1825—1838.]

On the 25th of March, 1825, after being on
bourd for two wonths and a half, we arrived at
Calcutta.  The passage, considering the dis-
.rancc, wis, owing to coutrary winds and foul
weather, long and tedious; but it was the
means oi much benefit «0o Mr. Robinson; and
thongh his health had not improved so as to
admit of much meuntal exertion, or of his itiner-
ating as he had been accustomed to do in the
prime of life, yet he was so far restored as to
be able to preach in English on the first Sab-
bath after his arrival, and a few weeks to com-
mence afresh his labours in the Bengalee lan-
guage. He now resided for a few months in
Serampore; but was soon invited to the pastor-
al charge of the church meeting in the Lall
Bazar chapel in Calcutta.
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This was the first dissenting chapel in that
city, and at the time it was built there was be-
sides but one place for Protestant worship ; this
was the Old or Mission Church, which however
was very thinly attended. The Baptist Mis-
sionaries at Serampore, desirous of extending
their efforts to the city, at first preached ina
hired house in the Lall Bazar, wh%re for some
weeks, their auditory consisted of three, four
or- six persons. They aft®wards obtained a
room in Cossitollah, in the house of the late
Mr. Peter Lindeman, where their congregations
increased to sixty or more.  Thus encouraged
they began to collect funds for the purchase of
a piece of ground, and the erection of a chapel
which was opened on the 1st of January, 1809.
The church, consisting of a few members who
had previously been baptized at Scrampore, was
under the pastoral care of Drs. Carey and
Marshman and Mr. Ward; who in January,
1816, united with them in this office, Messrs.;
E. Carey and Lawson, then resident in Calcutta,
The church now received several additions; but
subsequent circumstances induced Messrs. Ca-
rey and Lawson to withdraw, and on the erec-
tion of the Circular Road chapel in 1820, they
became joint pastors of the church meeting
there. After this, owing to the death of Mr.,
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Ward, in 1823, and the removal of some of the
more active members from the Lall Bazar
church, the pastoral charge could not be so effi-
ciently sustained by Drs. Carey and Marshman ;
and the attendance at the chapel diminished
greatly. On Mr. Robinson’s return to Bengal,
at the suggestion of the Senior Missionaries,
he was invited to become sole pastor of the
church ; and he readily accepted of the invita-
tion ; feeling that his broken constitution and
debilitated mind could better sustain the regu-
lar duties of a pastor, than the mental and phy-
sical labour to which he had hitherto subjected
himself as a Missionary.

On thz 16th of June, 1825, he was duly or-
dained to the pastorai office ; Drs. Carey and
Marshman at the same time resigning the charge.
The ordination prayer was offered by Mr. James
Hill of the Union chapel, and the charge was
delivered by Dr. Marshman. At this time the
«ongregation of a Sabbath morning consisted of
about sixty; and of an evening, about half that
number; but the attendance almost immediate-
ly begun to improve. The church consists of
both English and Native members; and services
were held in both languages. In the Bengalee
material assistance was rendered by several of
the members, some of whom preached with great

) R
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acceptance. Notwithstanding this, Mr. Robinson
personally conducted six services every week ;
namely, two in Inglish on the Sabbath, one
in Bengalee and three in English during the
week in the chapel and in Cooly Bazar, where
some of the members resided.  In June, 1826,
his wife was removed from him by death; and
in December he, in aletter to his mother, thus
describes his feclings under the various trials
through which he had a]rez*’ passed and his
prospects in conneetion with the church, “ When
[ think of these great and sorc troubles, 1 feel
the arrows of the Almighty drink up my spi-
rits. These troubles with long and heavy
bodily afflictions have ruined my constitution
and glmost broken my spivits. Still T must
say, the hand which has chastised me, has sup-
ported me, and I can see many causes for thank-
fulness amidst all my sorrows. I am not
without some encouragement in my work, but
I have also some things of a painful nature to
endure. I have baptizad ninc this year, but we
have lost eleven; cight by death, and three in
a manner more painful. The congregation in-
creases very gradually,  We have now about a
hundred on a Sabbath morning. This wou'd
be thought few at Oluey; but few as it s, it
is nearly double the number which 1 had when
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I first settled in Calcutta. In the evening we
have seventy; this is more than double the
thrity which I had when T bogun. On the
Wwhole, we may say the congresation is doubled.
But still there are few conversions. T often,
adopt father Sutcliff's prayer,”  Let conversion
work go forward, we besecch the.”

On the 11th April, 1827, Mr. Robinson was
united in marrid@e to Mrs. Lish, oue of the
Deaconnesses  of the Church.  As she had a
family of four Children, hs found it nccessary
to incrcasc his means of support, by opening
a small School; in which without taxing his
mind too much, he was cnabled to impart use-
ful and religious instructions to many of the
children of his congregation. .

The summer of 1828, was exceedingly op-
pressive, and he suffered  severely from it.
Addressing his mother in August, he says; “my
strength and spirits are both failing. I have

_been labouring bh:yond my strength; and the

present hot season has been so trying that 1
have been quite overcome by it. I feel a de-
bility and languor which I know not how %o
describe; and to which I suppose every body
in England is a stranger. I have been so weak,
when going to preach, that I have been scarce-
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ly able to walk the vestry; my legs bhave
trembled under me. I have on such occasions,
been carried through much better than might
have been expected ; and after preaching twice
in this weak statc a restless feverish night has
followed. 1T have therefore determined on doing
less; and have given up, for the present at
least, two of my week-day services.” At the
close of this year, thc number of members in
the church amounted to a hindred and ten.
Connected with the church was an Auxiliary
Society, denominated the Lall Bazar Baptist
Missionary Society. Its funds were derived
principally from the members of the congre-
gation, and its objceet was the preaching of the’
gospel in Calcutta and its vicinity by Native
agency. The préachers supported by it preach-
ed the gospel statedly in private houses, and in
Bungalow chapels, and often on the road side in
different parts of the city, and they gradually
extended their labours to the villages south of
of Calcutta. Several of the inhabitants of these
villages, awakened by the word of God, walked
from twelve to fifteen miles, to attend the Ben-
g®lee services at the chapel on the Sabbath :
and on one occasion in 1829, Mr. Robinson re-
marks, “ We had present in the vestry not less
than twenty-five persons, all of whom had given
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up their caste, that they might become chris-
tians.” Shortly after this, when five of these
were baptized, he says in a letter to the See-
retary to the Baptist Missionary Socicty, It
would have gratified you to see thirty two en-
quirers at the chapel, those who were baptized
included. Such was the scene witnessed here
on the 26th of April. But these are not all who
have given up their caste; there are many, we
know not how many more. We have enquirers
in many villages 5 the most remote of which is
little less than itwenty miles from Caleutta.
But this is not all ; our Circular Road brethren
are busy in the same way; they have numerous

= ¢nquirers, and I hope will soon have many con-
verts. Now til¢ is really somethiag new, and
I hope we are on the eve of better days. No-|
thing like this has been witnes-ed in this coun-
try before. I hope it'will go on.”

Some of them had shortly to pass through
severe persecutions, In a village cilled Sulkea,
“about a dozen had met on a Sibbath morning
‘for worship, and had afterwards sat to dinner
together ;5 when a band of men broke in sud-
denly upon them,” and beat thom very eru-
elly. Four pcrsons were seriously wounded
and several hurt; one poor man had his hut
burnt and his little all destroyed. ¢ Mcasures are
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taken,” said Mr. Robinson, “to obtain legal
redress, just for the sake of future security:
but though I have waited on the Judge myself,
I doubt whether they will succced. As these
poor men have many enemies, because they
wish to be Christians, and as falsehood, perjury
and bribery are wuniversal, there is but little
room to hope that they will obtain justice.”
In January, 1832, Mr. Robinson joined: the
Serampore Mission. It would be out of place
to enter upon the painful circumstances which
led to the separation of the Serampore Mission-
aries from the Parent Socicty. DBut the ques-
tion has been asked, “ Why did Mr. Robinson
join them?” The answer to this question it
seems desirable to give, and as far as possible
in his own words. With the Senior Mission-
aries he had long been associated in the field of
labour; his first years as a Missionary werc
spent with them, and, notwithstanding a fow
unpleasant circumstances which in the early
days of the Mission occasionally interrupted the
harmony of “the Mission Family,” yet he was
strongly attached to Drs. Carey and Marsh-
man, and Mr. Ward. The reports against them
which had been widely circulated, and which
threatened to curtail their usefulness, were in
his opinion ungrounded, and he esteemed it his
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duty to defend the good men. A letter from him
to Mr. Christopher Anderson of Edinburgh had
produced a happy cfeet in their favour in some
quarters; and he was requested by Mr. John
Foster and other friends to write again, Ilc
felt it an unpleasant task to be mingled in
a controversy- of this nature; but he says,
“'Though it be to my personal interest to be
silent, yet what is duty ? T have for weeks
past scriously prayed for direction, and have
set apart an hour thix morning for the pur-
pose of laying this matter before the Lord.
It now seems to me that I ought to write, and
to feave my character and means of support
with the Lord. I believe the Serampore bre-
thren have been very much injured, and it
does mot appear consistent  with my  duty
though I am certain of suffering very much,
to be silent in the day of their calamity, 1
therefore now resolve to say what I can in
their favour; and this I do from a sense of
duty, and not because U love controversy, nor

‘because I wish to indulge any malignant feel-

ings against the opposite party. Now, Lord,
I look to thee to assist me in the perform-
ance of this duty, to make my poor attempts
cffectual, and to support me under all trials,
and finally to deliver me out of them all.”
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These letters were subscquently published.

In 1831, Dr. Carey was engaged in read-
ing the proof shects of his last edition of the
Bengalee Bible one day, when Mr. Robinson
entered the rocm. The Doctor said to him ;
“ Brother Robinson, I am now carrying through
the press an edition of the whole Bible in
Bengalee in one volume; I am very anxious
before I die to see it completed; I shall then
think my work is done, and quictly wait
the time of my departure.”

After this, Mr. Robinson says, “ Onc morn-
ing I went to breakfist with him, when he
brought out the Bible, and seemed to have,
very great pleasure in saying, it was finished.
I remarked, you have had your wish, you
have lived to sec it completed.” “Yes,” he replied,
“1 have, but I have now another wish; I wish
before I diz to see you a member of the Se-
rampore Mission.” This desire was also realized.

In the mean while, the church flourished,
and bade fair to be exceedingly prosperous.
In 1832-33 fifty-five were added to them, of
whom several were from the villages south of
Calcutta. The following account of a visit to
these villages written by Mr. Leechman, now
in Hammersmith, in aletter to S. Hope, Esq., of
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Liverpool, will we think be found interesting.
September 2nd 1833, ¢ I have lately return-
ed from a Missionary trip to the villages
south of Calcutta, where our good Brother
Robinson’s labours have been so signally bless-
ed. Brother Robinson had been up at Seram-
pore at our usual monthly iecting, held in
Dr. Carey’s study, for praver and trans-
action of business in reference to the Mission,
So we started together for Calcutta ; 1 preach-
ed for him at the Lall Bazar in the evening;
and next morning we set out for the villa-
ges.  Qur first convevance was a native “ Gar-
.rcc,” a vehicle that would excite considerable
attention were it to appear in your crowded
streets ! Gorachaud, the native preacher was
with us, and also an old lady, a native of the
country, who has lost her little all by the late
failures, but who has Jong been an eminent
christian, and who spends a great part of her
time among the villages, preaching to the poor
females, the Gospel of Christ. When we ar-
rived at the Ghat, we entered a canoe, in the
bottom of which we sat a fla Zwrque. Qur
canoemen were Native Christians, and members
of the church; sometimes with paddles, some-
times by means of long poles, they moved us
along with considerable speed. The canal
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through which we had to pass was peculiarly
offensive. It is reputed sacred. And the num-
ber of the deal floating in its stream, or burn-
ing on. its banks, and the utter indifference
manifested to them by the living, afford sicken-
ing proof of the ho-rors and degradation of
idolatry. After leaving this, we entered a
Khal, and reached our first station, Jyadagote,
about mnoon. By this time, we had entirely
left the land, aund were surrounded on every
hand with paddy ficlds covered with water; the
houses of the poor natives were all built on
artificial ground, made of the earth obtained
by digging tanks ; and there was no possibility
of going from one place to another except by
canoes, The rice fields werc dressed in the
loveliest green. Scattered villages were seenin
the extended plain beautifully shaded by the
palm and other trecs. At Jyadagote, Ram Hur-
ree, the mative preacher, and several of the
brethren met us. H:re thereis a school, and
a little chapel in which our native brother
preaches, and several are united together as a
church of Christ.  After talking with them,
and leaving with then th: elements for the
administration of the Lord’s Supper on the
Sabbath, we left for Bulorampore, where two
or three Christian families reside, and where
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Ram Hurree preaches on the afternoons of the
Lord’s day—preaching at home morning and
evening. Here we conversed with a candidate
who was waiting for baptism; and after making
arrangements to baptize her on the Monday as
we returned, we started for Noorsickdarchok,
our principal station, where we arrived in safety
in the evening. At this place, we have a little
plot of ground bought by our late excellent
brother Chodron. There is a good chapel, a
small number of houses where the native Chris-
tians reside, and room to build more as their
number incrcases.  Shortly after our arrival
‘tlle gong was sounded to cull the people to wor-
ship; it was delightiul to hear the canves ap-
proaching the house of prayer; some brought
a little milk, others presented a few cocoa-nuts,
as an expression of thelr kindly feelings towards
the Sahebs; and after a very pleasant evening's
excrcise we vetired fo rest. On the morrow
after praying with the brethren,gand expound-
ing a portion of the Scripture, we started in
our canoe to visit one or two subordinate sta-
tions.  Wherever _we went, all the people
turned out to hear. Under the shade of a tree,
or under the verandahs of theih humble dwellings,
we had many opportunities of preaching the
truth. As there is not one.Bramhun in that
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part of the country, we met with nothing like
opposition. While brother R. was preaching
to the men, the old lady who accompanied us
was addressing the females in private. And
everywhere our poor brethren and sisters ex-
pressed great delight at our visit. On our
return we were caught in heavy rain, which
prevented us from visiting another village, in
which we heard there were three persons who
had lately given up caste. Our brethren how-
ever assembled at home as they did in the
morning, and we closed the day, as we had be-
gun it, with prayer and praise.

Next day was the Sabbath. The gong was
sounded twice on this occasion to invite the
people to the house of God. It reminded me
of the “ Church going bell” in the land that
is afar off, and awakened a train of emotions in
which it was difficult to say, whether pleasure
or sadness was the predominant element. A
congregation of thirty assembled. Brother R,
preached from 1 Peter ii. 28; and as he was
addressing a company of those who had been
lately wandering in all the errors and miseries
of idolatry, but who had now been brought into
the fold of the great and good Shepherd, his
subject was pecularly appropriate. -After the
sermon the Lord’s ‘Supper was administered to
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fifteen communicants. There was little in the
scene that could delight the mere carnal obser-
ver. But what Christian could look at it with
indifference? The Saviour was equally present
in our lowly dwelling, as he is in the most
splendid temple consecrated to his praise. In
the afternoon we went to Debeepore, another
station where there is also a little church; and
after preaching, administering the Lord’s Sup-
per, and visiting some of our poor sick people,
we returned again to Noorsickdarchok, and
held a prayer mecting there in the evening,
when two of our native brethren engaged very
Juch to our satisfaction.

On Monday morning we proceeded to Bula-
rampore. Many had assembled to witness the
baptism, who behaved with the greatest deco-
rum, and listened with attention to what was
said. Qur native preachers took part in the
devotional part of the service. The whole was
truly impressive. Here we met some of the bre-
thren who were not able to meet us at any of
the other services. So that I saw them all, with
only one exception. In these villages there are
forty personsin communion with the church.
There are four good schools well attended. And
many who are yet heathens have the Gospel
freely and faithfully preached to them. We

S
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are not without our troubles and anxieties in
these little churches. But we have much to
encourage us. Some have died in the faith;
and many afford pleasing evidence that thcy
are born of God.”

Shortly after Mr. Robinson was united to
the Serampore Mission, he joined the Commit-
tee, and became also one of the Directors,
of Serampore College, and though he was not
able to render much, if any pecuniary aid to-
wards the support of the Mission Stations, yet
he shared with the senior brethren their respon-
sibilities, and as far as he was able aided them
by his counsels and his prayers to the last. And
when, to use his own expression —* the last star
of that bright constellation had set,” it was
with no small difficulty he could command his
feelings, while at Dr. Marshman’s personal re-
quest, he endeavoured to improve the event from
the words, ““This is a faithful saying, and wor-
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
chief.” Shortly after this, while walking beneath
the trees overshadowing the road that runs be-
fore the printing office at Serampore, he re-
marked, “I{eel a painful solitude now. A few
vears back, how many of us were here! I have
walked beneath these trees with the earliest
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Missionaries to India; they are all gone, I am
here the last of them.”

It was natural for him now to fix his thoughts
more than ever upon the world to come, and
the engagements of saints after death; and
about this time he commenced his poem ¢ The
Invisible World.”

After Dr. Marshman’s death, Mr. Mack who
was then in England, entered into arrange-
ments with the Committece of the Baptist
Missionary Society to transfer to their funds all
the stations and Missionaries hitherto connected
with the Serampore Mission; and Mr. Robin-
vson was again joined to the Parent Society,
who proposed that he should remove to some
other station where he might be able to devote
his time and labour to more direct efforts for
the conversion of the heathen.

It was about this time that some professors
had gained admission into the church, who en-
deavoured to create mischief and dissension;
and they succeeded to a lamentable degree. The
minds of some of the older members were also
infected by the poison they sought to spread;
and great troubles ensued. The basest calumnies
were propagated, and gained too ready cre-
dence; and Mr. Robinson’s situation was ren-
dered extremely painful. A consciousness of
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integrity and the consolations of the gospel
sustained him while passing through these deep
trials; and in the words of Job he said, “ I will
hold fast my integrity till I die.” But while
his soul was yet bowed down under these pres-
sures from without, Providence was preparing
for him a more bitter cup. His wife was suddenly
removed by cholera. He had comwe up, as he
usually did once a month, to Serampore, and
while breakfasting with Mrs. Dr. Marshman on
the 16th of May, 1838, a messenger from Calcutta
announced that Mrs. Robinson had been taken
with cholera during the night. He hastened
home but found her on the point of death.
She rccognised him but was speechless, and in
about half an hour expired. Ior eleven years
he had enjoyed unmingled happiness in her
company, and now the Almighty removed this
comfort too with a stroke. His ¢alumniators at-
tributed the dispensation to the just judgment
of God. From some who had been his friends,
and with whom once he held sweet counsel, he
received no kindness, and others in whom he
confided, and who professed the deepest sym-
pathy, only retired from his company to join his
cnemies and do him further injury. Al thy bil-
lows,” he exclaimed, “are gone over me—all
these things are against me.” But to bring this
painful portion of our narrative to a close. His
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enemies determined to compel him to resign
the pastoral office; and fearing all his pros-
pects of usefulness in connection with the
people for whose spiritual interests he had la-
boured diligently for thirteen years, were at
an end, he resigned the pastorship on the
11th of November, 1838, and from that time
determined on proceeding to Dacca. I have
been” he says, *falsely accused. I left the
church with a clear conscience. May the
Lord forgive mny, enemies, and give them a bet-
ter mind.”

Not long after this, the characters of those
who had taken the most active part in creating
"these troubles became apparent. Some were
excluded: others withdrew their connection
with the church. The rest expressed the deep-
est contrition; and urgingly pressed him to
return; but the Lord had graciously provided
for his servant a more quiet scene of labour,
where he should end his days in peace.
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CHAPTER XI1V.

DACCA.—MR. ROBINSON'S LAST ILLNESS
AND DEATIIL

[ 1839—1853. ]

Dacca, on account of its former advantageous
position for purposes of trade, has been for
many ages a large and populous city. In 1608,
the Mahomedan Soobadar or Governor of Bengal
made it his capital ; and it naturally rose inim-
portance. Although it did not long enjoy this
position, the Court having in 1639 removed
to Rajmahall, it still continued to be the
residence of many wealthy tradesmen, both
Foreign and Native. At a moderate estimate.
the population at present is supposed to
amount to three hundred thousand.

Such a city could not have been overlooked
in the early days of the Mission. Circumstan-
ces did not then admit of its being occupied as a
Missionary station; but the Gospel was occa-
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sionally preached there by European and Native
itinerants. Mr. Cornish, who after the robbery
in Bootan of which mention has been made, re-
turned to Serampore, was in 1811 appointed to
supcrintend a factory in the vicinity of Dacca.
He could not devote his attention wholly to the
work of the Mission, but with such examples as
those of Dr. Thomas and Dr. Carey before him,
he knew he might notwithstanding do much
good. He therefore obtained the assistance of a
native preacher from Serampore, whom he sup-
ported from his private funds; and who was
always well received in the city, where many
manifested much eagerness to hear the word of
life.

On the first of January, 1813, the small
circle of Christians in the factory, formed them-
selves into a church; on the same day anative
female was baptized; and hopes were enter-
tained of a speedy increase. But about two
months after this, Mr. Cornish removed to
another part of the country. 'The native preach-
er Bhagwat, unable to maintain his ground
alone, returned to Serampore. He afterwards
accompanied another brother to Sylhet, where
baving laboured faithfully in the Gospel for
some jyears, he died rejoieing in Christ.

About two years after the Dacca Mission had
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been thus given up ; it was resolved to establish
branch schools in different parts of the country,
in connection with the Benevolent Institution
in Calcutta for the instruction of indigent
Christian children. Dacca was one of the places
selected from this purpose; and Mr. O. Leonard,
who had been for some years a Deacon of the
Bow Bazar church, and superintendent of the
Institution in Calcutta, was appointed to com-
mence the work there. “In the year 1816” says
Mr. Robinson* “he made his first appearance in
that city and there he laboured in schools and
preaching, till his strength was exhausted, and
he sunk into the grave.” In his endeavours to
establish native schools, he at first endured
great opposition. “ It was difficult torent even a
hut for the purpose of turning it into a school
room. Gradually however prejudice diminished
and schools were established, In which the Serip-
tures and religious tracts were read in Bengalee,
Hindoostanee and Persian. He had also a large
school in his own house, in which the Scriptures
were read in English too. In the course of time
female schools were added to those of boys, and
all went on prosperously. He had at one time
under his superintendence, as many as twenty-six

L]
* Biographical notice of the Rev. O. Leonard in the
Oriental Baptist for June and July, 1849,
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native schools in the city and the adjacent villages.
The number of pupils of both sexes, was about
1400.” Subsequently owing to the failure of the
Funds of the Serampore Mission, they were
gradually closed. The English school in his
house was kept up to the day of his death. In
addition to the superintendence of schools, Mr.
Leonard was frequently engaged in preaching
the Gospgl. In 1820, he was joined by Mr.
Domingo D'Cruz, a young man of Portu-
guese descent, and one who enjoyed supe-
rior abilities. He spoke the Bengalee, Urdoo,
Persian and English languages with almost equal
fluency, and was a faithfull, zealous and de-
voted Missionary., He died in 1825,

Mr. Robinson arrived at Dacca in January,
1839. There were many circumstances connec-
ted with his removal from Calcutta, which at
the time occasioned him much pain, but infi-
nite wisdom had ordained the change and it was
well. His labour there, and the responsibility

“and anxiety attending it were much lighter, and
he was enabled, to enjoy a degree of quietness
in the retirement of a Mofussil life, which at
his age was both desirable and needful.

On the 4th of July, 1839, hc marricd Miss
Sturgeon, who survives him. On the 18th of
January, 1840, he wrote the last item in his
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journal :—* I am this day fifty-six years of age.
What an eventful life mine has been! How
full of trials and of mercies! I will now re-
cord my testimony. I have had very heavy
trials. Among the heaviest, I consider the
death of my late dear wife, and the ill treat-
ment I received in Calcutta. But now my
mind is calm, and those trials are over, I record
it to be read perhaps after my death, éhat I be-
lieve the Lord has done all things well, and that
he has consulted my welfare in all his dealings
with me. A few years more will close the scene;
perhaps a few months or days more, and then
I hope to meet again those who were dear to
me on earth. The hope is sweet, and 1 must
cherish it, while I live. But let me now cheer-
fully address myself to the Lord’s work. Ili-
therto the Lord hath helped me.”

At the advanced period of life, in which his
laboursat Dacea commenced, with a constitution
broken down by repeated attacks of illness in
unhealthy climates, he could not be expected to
do much of direct Missionary work. Yet his
heart was full of an ardent desire to make known
the way of salvation to the perishing heathen.
The Gospel had indeed been constantly preached
in that large city ; but for many years almost ex-
clusively in the Oordoo language. Among the
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learned Mahomedans, this language was well
understood ; but since Mr. Leonard first directed
his attention to the study of it, an important
change had taken place. Bengalee had been in-
troduced as the language of the Courts, and was
now more generally spoken and understood than
any other. With this language, Mr, Robinson
was well acquainted ; and he determined, to the
utmost of his power, to fill the city and the whole
District with the Gospel.  Almost daily, as his
strength permitted, he stood by the road side,
or in a Bungalow chapel crected at his own ex-
pense, and declared unto men the way<of life.
Besides this, he made frequent excursions into
the towns and villages in his own and the neigh-
bouring districts.

In the following extract from his journal
published in the Missionary Herald for May
1840, he describes the mental torpor of an
ignorant Hindoo :—

«15th March, 1810. We went to the potter’s
village ; tried to converse with an old man,
but could make no impression on him. A Hin-
doo, who has lived to old age without mental
cultivation, scems but one remove from the bul-
lock which he drives. He eats, drinks, works
and sleeps, and so does his bullock: but where
is the mind by which be ought to evince his su-
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periority to the brute creation? He seems never
to stretch a thought beyond the objects of sense
around him. He has neither hopes nor fears:
he expects no good in this world, he fears no
evil in another. Try to awaken his fears; tell
him that he is a sinner, that God will punish
sinners after death; and ask him what his state
will be in another world,—he calmly replies, It
will be as God pleases. It is no concern of his.
It is God’s business, and a matter with which he
has nothing to do. Tell him of Jesus Christ,
that he came into the world to save sinners,
‘Yes,” he says, ‘I know that Krishna is the
deliverer.”

Who can read this without feeling that dark-
ness and death reign here? Yet amidst much
darkness and many obstacles, arising from the
ignorance of some, and the strong prejudices of
others against the Gospel, the state of feeling
among the people gencrally he concluded,
might well lead to an increasing confidence
that the period for the universal reception of the
Gospel in India was fast approaching.

In 1815, the Baptist chapel was opened at
Dacca. Hitherto the public services had been held
in Mr. Leonard’s dwelling house ; but after Mr.
Robinson’s arrival, the cougregation increased,
and they were encouraged to purchgse a house,
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snd fit it up for a place of public worship. Here
he preached every Sunday, till the 31st of July,
1853, when he preached his last sermon from the
words ¢ I will raise him up at the last day.” He
had now preached the Go-pel for half a century.
In his first public address, Christ justifying the
sinner was his subject ; in his last, he set forth
Christ the Ruesurrection and the Life.

It was not long after he had settled in D-cea
before he published Lis Poem, © the Tnvisible
world.” he future state was a subjeet which
for many years had cspecially  engaged  his
thourhts.  The losses he had in various ways

esustained, and the afllictions and b-reavements
he had endared, nade 1t to him a theme of no
ardinarv intevest; and he looked forward with
pleasure to  the thme wwhen he should again meet
the friends and associates of his early life in the
Land where sortow and partine are known no
more.  Such contemplations induced him to seek
the most . finite ideas that could be acqnired
of the condition and occupations of departed
cainis.

That which pre ented thefirst difficulty in his
way, was  to reeoncile the commonly received
opinion, that the soul is immediately after death
reeeived into heaven or consigned te hell, with the
doctrives  of seripture, which teach that at

II\
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the resurrection day, saints will be welcomed
into heaven, and upon sinners the final doom
be pronounced. With his usual cagerness
to obtain the clearest and most seriptural
views of Divine truths, he referred to all the
passages in which allusion is made to a future
state. The sacred writers, he observed, did not
use the term ouranos and paradeisos, Heaven and
paradise; or hades and gehenna indiscriminately.
When the words Heaven and Gelienna orcured,
it was with reference to the soul after its re-
union with the bou, c¢r the resurrcetion ; a
Hades and Paradise only to the disembou-
ed spirit. e inferred therefore that 1 cadise
and Hecaven were distinet  places, o thas
the scul immediately after death did nct onter
heaven.

Satisfied upon thes pont, h occasionally
made it the subjeet of a pu'stic discourse
and startled many of his loocovs, whe o
considerately  supnosed  thut he  insbicd
the popish doctrine of purgcterv. Some
them left the congregation evd weve, retu 75
others endeavoured to prove that he was wrony
but he had so many portions ¢f Scriprure to de-
fend his views, ot his opponents g vrally
yielded the palm to lam.  We here inser . brief
sammary of his doctiines on the subjeet.
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The soul -after death is conveyed to Hades,
or the unseen world. Thisis not mercly a state,
as some have supposed, but a world prepared for
the reception of disembodied spirits. Hades
consists of two parts, Paradise and Tartarus,
adjacent, but separated from each other by an
impassable gulf; the former the abode of de-
parted saints; the latter, the prison of the
spirits of the ungodly.  In Taradise, saints rest
from thet tbomrs and confliets, and are comfort-
ed: there s no sin nor sorrow there; they ore
o e immediate presence of Christ, where there
s fullness of joy o The studs of the works of
God et constnt and anrenutting pleasure.
Comnamton, fres ne sunnterva, ted, with pa-
el poaplicts and wpostles and the wise and
cond eb evers age wid el allord constant
fectiniesfor an amerease of Divine knowledge.
Une tnredee cwithout any of the defeets and on-
cambrances cotmnon fo man in s carthly state,
and (nclouded by cnors ovpands with the utmost
capidity,  The fropont ets o mgels, and
“reshoaccivals Btoae carth boange eerin. nteli-
genee of Lo ceus of Clinne o various parts of

e worl’

‘

e e dealags of God towards
agonkiad goner o, What sU e iy dork and
Deomprehicusible are by dueer communications

renderel clears and an unmivgled confidence in
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the perfect wisdom and goodness of God, enable
them to say as Jesus did, “ Even so, Father; for
so it scemed good in thy sight.” (Rev. xv. 8, 4.)

The sphits of the ungodly in Tartarus are
subjected to tae torments of a scll-accusing
couscience, according to the degree of light
and knowledge cnjoyad on ecarth.  Their utdl-
lects too are expanded, but only to receive fresh
acquisitions of evilin consonance with the cor-
rupt dispositions of their unholy natures,

On the resurreetioa day, the spirits shall be
brought out of Hiles, and re-naited to thel
respective bo lics.  The wicked will deprecate the
event; and shrink with horror from a trial which
must result in theiveverlasting destruction,  The
rightcous, exulting, shall sing thestriumphant

2y O death where is thy sting? O Hades,

S0Ny,

where is thy vietory 27 Dzath and Ilaaes shail
be cast into the lake of fir2; and the redecrned
shall be adornd with the crowns of  rivhteous-
ness, laid up for all them that love his appear-
ing. They shall receive according to thetr works
in the flesh, and be endowed with different
degrees of glory ; some shining as the stavs, and
others as the sun in the firmament of heaven:
and then shall they be welcomed to “an in-
heritance, incorruptib’e, undefiled and that
fadeth not away, till then reserved in heaven
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for them who were kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time,”

These doctrines are prominently brought for-
ward in the Poem. When he begun writing it,
he had no intention of publishing., A portion of
what now constitutes the first book was written
when once he was confined to his room by ill-
ness, It was subsequently read to his family
and to a foew friends who urged him to procecd
with it.  The dzath of several whom he highly
esteemed, occurring while he was writing it, af-
forded himn a further induccment o add to it
and it was about ten years before it was comple-
ted.  He thought that a book upon the future
state was more likely to boread, if written in
verse than in prose, and therefore adopted that
style; but he laid no claim to proficicney in the
art of poetry. It was written in his usual me-
thod, plain and simple, in the hope that it might
hanefit the poor and unlearned, by drawing their
thoughts more to things unseen and cternal. It

“1s with pleasure we add that his hopes have beeu
in some measure realized.  Scveral both in India
and in England have perused it with profit,
and in some cases it has led to thorough heart
conversion,

In 1850, the Papists made strenucus efforts
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to strengthen their cause in Dacca; and Mr.
Robinson preached a sermon on the sin of en-
couraging Popery, from the words, “ If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, neither bid him
God speed ; for he that biddeth him God specd is
partaker of his evil deeds,” (2 John, 10, 11.)
which was afterwards published at the request
of his congregation.

He also contributed several articles to the
Oriental Baptist which appeared under the sig-
nature R. D. Many of these described his views
and feelings in the prospect of entering upon an
eternal state. One of them, perhaps the last he
wrote, but hitherto unpublished, we here insert.

.

THE CHRISTIAN'S WISHES RELATIVE TO HIS
DEATH.
When I must lic upon the bed of death ;
When every breath is shorter than the last;
When my speech fuils ; my eyes grow dim, my ears
No more can any shunds of earth admit;
When a few minutes more must close the scene,
And open tomy view another word ;
0, what will be my hope, and what my strength,
And what my source of consolation then P
Not what I've done, nor any excellence,
Which friends may bave supposed to be in me ;
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Nor any labours hard, nor sufferings great,
Nor any patience in my trials shown;

Nor any zcal in the great Saviour’s cause ;

Nor any love I {o hus sainis have felt;

Nor any long profession cf his name ;

Nor any length of time L have his gospel preached;
Though all these things may cvidence afford
Of grace within, and h nce may be desired ;—
Yet litfle do [ wish to think ot therm

In that important hour; they hut faint hopes
Of Heaven will give, especially as they

Are more than nullified by numerous sins.

1 want in thatlast hour to feel a trust,
A firm, unshakeun trus. on the great work
Of Christ; on the great Sacrifice which he
Ias offercdd up ; which takes away all sin;
Which justities from every charge ; and makes
Thesoul as spotless in the sight of God.
As angels are in heaven.  Yes, may I feel
At thatlast solemn hour, that all my hope,
Rest on this eflicacious sacritice;
And may Ihave the fulles, confidence
In the great promisss whieh Jesus Christ
ITas made to all that put their trast in him.
Thus let e die in the full exerecise !
Of faith in Christ. That taith will hope prodace,
A cheering hope, which will enable me,
In holy comfort, to depart, and mncet
My Saviour in that world of purity
And rest, where all the blessed saints reside.
Amen—Amen. Great Saviour, hear my prayer.

And when the last hour came he found it
calm and clear; but it had been preceded by
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many that were dark and gloomy. It wasnot that
he wanted a clear comprchension of the plan of
salvation laid down in the precious gospel, which
had for half a century been the theme of his
discourses and the subject of his sweetest medi-
tations. It was mnot that his faith faltered; or
that those everlasting truths which are the basis
of the Redeemer’s kingdom wore any the less
certainty in his estimation. In them he had
delighted ; they had been his stay through the
whole of the rough pilgrimage of life; and now
that he stood on the portals of unseen realities,
he wished in the exercise of calm and stedfast
faith to lay hold of them with precision; he
wished to have an unclouded perception of the
presence of the Saviour with his spirit, a soul-
refreshing realization of an interest in his
atoning blood, which should enable him with
peaceful composure—if not with triumph—to
tread the dark valley, the precincts of the glo-

rious temple above.
The disease however which terminated his

earthly career —dropsy in the chest—was calcu-
lated to occasion depression of spirits; and to
prevent the uninterrupted enjoyment of spi-
ritual peace. In January 1853, the first
symptoms of the complaint appeared. In Feb-
ruary, after recovering a little from a severe
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attack of illness, he wrote, “The thought of
death caused some alarm, but when I could
collect my thoughtsa little, I began to hope
that my trust was only in the great Saviour, and I
could feel a -desire to be with him. Indeed I
have felt a little disapointed that 1am thrown
back again upon life.” Oua refercnce being
made to hisvarious labours in his earlier days,
he replied, “I caunot look back with compla-
cency on the past. If I have done any thing
that was pleasing to the Saviour, T am glad I
did it; but I sce so much sin in all, that I am
ashamed and sorry; and my only hope is, if |
know my own Leart, on atoning biood.” In"July,
writing his last letter to a sist>r in England, he
says,” Do not be discouraged, nor mourn for me.
I am glad that T became a Missionary, but I
wish that I had been a more holy man. My sins
have been many; butmy only hope isin atoning
blood. T thinkit will be gain to die.” In his
last letter to one of his sous, dated the 20th
August, he said he had been comfortable, but
“suflered much from night delirium, which seri-
ously affected hismind, From that time the
disease began to gain very rapidly on him, till
it approached the crisis on the 29th of August.
On the 30th, while oueof his daughters read
to him the 4th chapter of the Epistle to the
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Ephesians, he made some expository remarks in
80 clear and lucid a manner as to surprise those
that sat by him. In the night, he felt exces-
sively faint, and said, “Iam going off. Lord
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.’”
A little after deliriumn returned, and with it deep
depression of spirits. He mourned much the
absence of those refreshing views of Christ,
which led the poet to exclaim,
“ Jesus can make a dying bed, .
Feel soft as downy pillows are.”

Yet his hope remained unshaken. One of his
sons read to him the Hymn commencing with
“ Begone, unbelief,” &c., and on his reading the

lines,
* His love in time past
Forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last
In trouble to sink.”
he raised his feeble voice, and said, “ Oh! no, no,
he’ll never do that.”

On the 2nd of September, the dark clouds
passed away ; and peace and comfort were res-
tored to his soul. In the afternoon having lain,
still for some time, he said, “ I have fought
a——" and utterance failed. His son-in-law
said, “ We hope to meet you again, dear father.”
He replied, “ I hopeso.” It was the last, At

9% p. m. he quietly fell asleep.
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'CHAPTER XV.

MR. ROBINSON’S PRIVATE AND PUBLIC
CHARACTER.

We have followed this servant of Christ
through a long and useful career to the end of
his journey. In narrating the various duties in
which he was engaged in the different situations
in which he was placed, his prevailing habits
and dispositions have been occasionally noticed.
We shall now ecndeavour faithfully to pourtray

" his character, as it appealed to his family and

friends. ,

That which was perhaps most prominent in
him was his humility. With this he was truly
“clothed.” There was nothing he said or did

‘that could be attributed to pride. In his pre-

sence no one felt abashed for fear of being slight-
ed; towards rich or poor, learned or ignorant,
his demeanour was always the same. All ranks of
people, the covenanted civilian and the poorest
native, were equally welcome to his house and
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table; and a poor half dressed native villager
might sometimes have bzen seen sitting at his
table sharing his dinner with him and his clil-
dren. His humility was not outward; nor was
it put on merely for appearance. It proceeded
from a deep and real sense of his own sinful-
ness and unworthiness, and from that love to
Christ which generates unfeigned love to the
brethren.

Another remarkable characteristic was his
plainness ; which was manifest in all his actions,
He had little of the polish of polite society ;
and always abhorred wearing an appearance or
adopting a mode of speech that was not natural
to him. What he appeared to be, he was; what
he said, he meant. He was—as a friend long
since deceased, remarked of him—a natural
man ; «every thing about him was so natural. In
his language he was as plain as in his manners.
In public discourses as w=1l as in private conver-
sation it was so simple, a child might under-
stand him. He never iundulged in hyperbole;
nor even in jest said any thing that was not, as
far as he knew, strictly and fuithfully true.

In his conversation he was a pattern of what
a christian minister ought to be. He carricd out
to its fullest extent the injunction of our Lord,
“Let your communications be yea, yea; and
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nay, nay ;" and never from his lips escaped that
expression—now become so common even
among devout christians—“upon my word.” Such
terms as “ fortunately” ¢ luckily” by chance”
he always eschewed. It was a principle with him
that a christian should not attribute his deliver-
ances from the slightest evils to any other than
Divine agency ; and if the use of the word * pro-
videntially” might be objected to, as making
sacred things common, it was better to let the
agency pass unnoticed than to ascribe them
to fortune or chance. Among his friends,
his conversation was always “seasoned with
»salt.” It was ever his plan to introduce some to-
pic that might be both pleasant and profitable.
The subject which he most delighted to dwell
.upon was the bliss of saints in Paradise; not
uncommonly a passage of scripture was eluci-
dated. An evening in his company was to a
christian by no means tedious or profitless,

He was frequently in his closet. It was his
practice to spend about an hour in the morfiing,
and the same time between four and five in the
afternoon with his Bible and his God. Besides
this, he never commenced the regular duties of
the day, nor walked out, nor visited a friend
without previously spending a short time in
prayer.

U
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He was a diligent student of the Bible. In
his early days, he had not the means to purchase
many books ; and deprived of this source of as-
sistance, he was compelled to think much for
himself. His opinions on doctrinal points were
formed with deliberation and a careful compari-
son of “spiritual things with spiritual.” He
sought to obtain the clearest views possible
of divine things. A commentary he seldom
consulted. The Bible was his only guide im
matters of faith; on that he rested as upon a
rock.

He was always firm and resolute. In half
measures he never indulged. When any thing
of moment was to be undertaken, he was slow
and cautious in determining the path of duty :
but that once clear, he went steadily forward re-
gardless of consequences. In a letter to one of
his brothers he remarks, “ It is much easier to
do your duty at once, than to contend with your
own conscience for years about it. I have had
many difficult duties to perform ; and I always
found it best never to hesitate about them, but
to go right on in the plain path.”

In his family every duty was well regulated
and punctually attended to. The education of
his children occupied a portionof time daily ;
and there was not one of them who was not
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able to read with considerable ease at the age
of four. He always endeavoured to train them
to habits of thought; and answered all their
questions upon the most trifling matters ; every
why had its because ready. In the religious
instructions he gave them, or in conversation
with them he carefully abstained from communi-
cating his own views of those points of doctrine
upon which devout christians sometimes differ.
When asked respecting any doctrine he usually
replied, “ You have your Bible; take that for
your guide.” He prayed much for his children
and they were ever on his thoughts. He never
led them into his room to pray with them apart,
"as many excellent men have done, nor did he
put into their infant lips a prayer. They were
taught it was their duty to pray, and to ask God
" for what they nceded. The earliest conception
of the Creator that perhaps all his children had,
was that He was a kind Father, who knew every
+hing, and could do every thing, and of whom
they might ask any thing, The consequence
was that all of them early learnt to pray. We
give an instance of the, manner in which he im-
pressed upon their minds the advantage of this
duty. One day while driving one of them in a
buggy drawn by a horse he had lately purchased,
-he said, “ I wanted a horse; 1 asked God for
ane; and he gave me just the kind I wanted, and
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one well suited to my purpose. Always ask God
for what you want ; whether it be a cow, or a
goat, or any thing else, ask him for it.” His
own example was to them an instructive lesson.
It was very remarkable, that however far they
might be removed from him, they were seldom
seriously afflicted or distressed in any way, but
he had a strong impression of it in his mind;
and it was his practice immediately on receiv-
ing such an impression to retire into his closet
and to pray fervently on behalf of his afflicted
child. These impressions which were after-
wards found to be always correct in the main,
and often in particulars, led him to conclude
that the spirits of even living men, however
far apart, have some means of communication
with one another.

His character as a pastor, will ever be re-
membered with affection by those of whom he
had the oversight. He usually spent two or three
afternoons in the week in visiting his flock.
He sympathised with them in all their sor-
rows: counselled them in perplexities; helped
them, as far as his means would allow, in their
distresses; and never, we believe, left them
without spending a few minutes in prayer with
them. When it was necessary to administer a
reproof he never shrunk from it. But his
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manner of discharging this painful duty was
sometimes unpleasant: it being natural with
him at such times to raisc his voice, so that
it wore the appearance of harshness, when a
more quict and gentle manner might have pro-
duced a more salutary effects Over this fail-
ing he deeply lamented.

In the matter of church government, he was
a strict disciplinarian. He insisted upon every
member being present at the public services, as
far as circumstances permitted, nor would he
allow any to be absent from the special meet-
mg of the church without assigning a sufficient
rcason. He judged that absence on such occa-
sions betrayed a want of interest inconsistent
with church membership.

His sermons were a clear clucidation ot
Gospel truth in the plainest and most simple
language. His aim was to reach the under-
standing of the most unlearned of his hearers.
and in this he succeeded. His ideas were
.abundant, well ordered, well digested; and he
threw into his discourses such a fund of
thought, that Dr. Carcv. in conversation with
a minister now living, once said, “If you wish
to hear Fuller, go and hear Brother Robinson.”
His sermons were fully thought over; and very
extensive notes of each were twice written



246 MEMOIRS OF THE

before it was delivered. He always took his
notes with him into the pulpit, but never re-
ferred to them,—except on one occasion shortly
after the death of his second wife. To the
practice of reading sermons he strongly object-
ed; “I would rather sit down,” he said, * than
read.” He never sought to be eloquent, or
to use a flowery style in order to captivate his
hearers or to work upon their feelings. He
sought to inform and to convince. He spoke
with great ease; was apparently never em-
barassed and never in want of a word. His
manner was slow; his voice clear and distinct.
There was always manifest the deepest sincerity,
he felt that the eye of God was upon him,
and that his business was with immortal souls.
He was therefore faithful and earnest. His
views of Scripture truth were sound; and were
based upon the Bible alone; and the doctrines
he found there, he boldly propounded. In
argument, he was no mean opponent. In the
cxposition of the scriptures he excelled.

His public prayers could never we think’
be forgotten by those who once heard him.
He felt that he was a supplicant at the throne
of grace without any personal merits to re-
commend him to divine favour; and yet spoke
as addressing “ our Father in heaven” with the
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confidence that prayer would meet with accep-
tance through the merits of his only begotten
son. His confessions of sin were deep and
humble ; his petitions fervent. '

A friend addressing the author writes thus
of him. ¢“A gentleman the other day, in speak-
ing of yolr venerable parent, said, “Ah; he
was a sound, faithful preacher; an active
sterling missionary.” Another, an aged gentle-
man, said, “ There were few that knew his
worth, or the wide extent of his usefulness;
he was a most faithful preacher, a zcalous
champion for the truth.” This gentleman said
he had himself Leen in Java; and had heard
him and his indefatigable labours there spoken
of in the highest terms. I knew an officer, now
dead, who stated that a prayer he heard your
father offer just before he started for the Pun-
jab war, produced an impression on his mind
which remained and exerted an influence over
him throughout the campaign.”

The following truthful sketch from the pen
of a gentleman who was one of his constant
hearcrs during the latter period of his ministry
will be found interesting.

“] knew your Father from 1849 till his death
in September, 1853. 1 was when in Dacca a
constant attendant upon his ministry, and inti-
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mate in his house. The first evening I heard
him preach, I almost laughed; so quaint was
his style, so homely the illustrations he used.
His sermons, his speech, his chapel, werc all
without ornament. I do not think he understood
what imagination was. The use of hyperbole
he considered almost as bad as telling a lie ; and
he used to check me for making use of that
figure of speech. But though wanting in ima-
gination, or perhaps in consequence of his be-
ing absolutely destitute of that faculty, he was
remarkably ‘clear in his reasoning. He ncver
left out the minutest detail. The work he had
marked out for himself, he finished with the ac-
curacy of a Daguerrotype. One never forgot what
he once explained. He was fully aware of the
great value of repeating continually important
truths in preaching. He never thought he could
tell us too often that we were saved by the
blood of Christ and by that alone; and that we
could do nothing of ourselves towards our own
salvation. I find in my journal on the day he
died, the following remarks:—‘ He will bea
great loss to his congregation over whom he had
great influence, arising mainly I think from his
strong common sense, and from the purity and
consistency of his life. Though his figure and
manner were uncouth, yet the plain, simple end
perspicuous method of his discourses was such
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as to leave a much deeper impression on the
minds of his hearers than more elaborate and
graceful harangues often do, He so evidently
believed fervently what he said himself, that
others were the more inclined to do so also.’
I remember when I had been puzzling myself
with Channing’s writings, and had my mind full
of doubts respecting the divinity of our Savi-
our as a doctrine of the Scriptures, that I ask-
ed your Father to preach a sermon on the sub-
ject. He did so, and I never doubted again.
The only thing I differed with him in, and in
which he failed to convince me was with regard
to adult baptism.

His was a character that commanded the res-
pect of all who knew him. No one could ever
for a moment suspect hith of hypocrisy or cant.
When 1 lost him, I felt that I had lost a friend
to whom I could always go for advice, and a
safe instructor in the réligion of the Bible. One
thing 1 much admired in him ; and that was,
he considered a question settled if he found the
Bible said it. He could not understand that any
one could try to explain away the Bible. If the
Bible said, yea, it was yea with him; if nay,
nay.”

He was buried in a piece of ground he had
himself purchased and converted into a cemetry
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for Dissenters. And the inhabitants of Dacca
have testified their esteem for him by erect-
ing a monument over his grave with the fol-
lowing inscription :

To the memory of, the Rev. WiLLiam
Rosinson, Baptist Missionary, born at Olney,
in Buckinghamshire, January 18th 1784; the
last of the well known Serampore Missionaries,
who having laboured in the Mission Field in
Bengal for 47 years, fell asleep in Jesus, Sep-
tember 2d 1853, aged 69 years, 8 months and
24 days.

“To die is gain.”












