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BOOK V.

THE IMPERIAL RESTORATION.

CHAPTER L
THE FIRST YEAR OF THE WAR,
Authorities.

Sources :~—

Procorivs de Bello Gotthico,i. 5-7; ii. 26-38. BOOK V.
(When quotations are made thus, ii. 26, the reference is to the _¢%- L.
volume and page of the Bonn edition. When they are made
thus, De B. G. i. 5, the reference is to the book and chapter of
the History of the Gothic War'.)

It was ‘a truceless war’ which Justinian’s ambas- TheTruce-
sador had denounced against the cringing Theodahad ** """
when he heard of the murder of Amalasuntha. And
in truth all the schemings and machinations of the
Byzantine Court had been rewarded beyond their
deservings by as fair and honourable an excuse for
war as ever prince could allege. Lilybaeum and

3 A new and critical edition of the De Bello Gotthico of
Procoi;ius (greatly superior to the slovenly Bonn edition), with an
Italian translation, is being published at Rome by the Istituto
Storico Italiano, edited by Domenico Comparetti. Unfortunately
for me only the first book has yet appeared (1895).

VOL. 1IV. B



2 The First Year of the War.

BOOK . Gratiana, Sicilian forts and Hunnish deserters, had all

535

Troops
sent to

Dalmatia.,

faded into the background. The great Emperor now
appeared upon the scene in his proper character as
Earthly Providence, preparing to avenge, on an un-
grateful and cowardly tyrant, the murder of the noble
daughter of Theodoric. The pretext was better than
that put forth for the Vandal War, the foe infinitely
baser. At the same time it might perhaps be dis-
covered that, notwithstanding the ambassador’s brave
words about a truceless war, the Earthly Providence

was not unwilling to arrange terms with the mur-

derer if it could secure any advantage for itself by -
doing so.

In the summer of 535, nine years after Justinian’s
accession to the throne!, the armies were sent forth
from Constantinople, and the Gothic War began.

Troops, the number of whom is not stated, but
probably not more than 3000 or 4000, were sent by
land to invade the great Gothic province of Dalmatia,
on the east of the Hadriatic. This province (as was
explained in a previous volume?) was larger than the
present kingdom of Dalmatia, since it included also
a good deal of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Its capital
was still Salona, that great city close to which rose the
vast palace of Diocletian (now represented by half
of the modern town of Spalato), the city where Nepos
reigned after he had been driven érom the halls of the
Palatine, where his rival Glycerius chanted mass in

! Justinian’s reign commenced April 1, 526, The words of
Procopius do not necessarily imply that the war began on the
ninth anniversary of the aceession, and Peter’s report of his
mission could hardly reach Constantmople till June, 535.

# Vol. i. p. 678,



The Army of Dalmatia. 3

the basilica, where Odovacar avenged his murder by Book v.
the death of Ovida and Viator. o b

The commander of the Dalmatian army was himself Mo
a barbarian by birth, a Gepid of the name of Mundus ; s:naml
a man whose fiery valour was not chilled by age, and Dalmatian
who was heartily loyal to the Emperor!. It was m:’;a
Mundus who, during the sedition of the Nika, when
the throne of Justinian seemed rocking to its over-
throw, had penetrated with a band of Heruli to the
Hippodrome, where Hypatius at that moment was
being saluted as Emperor, and had, in co-operation
with Belisarius, by a ruthless massacre of the insur-
gents, succeeded in stamping out the rebellion. At
the outset of the present campaign his operations
were completely successful. The Goths who met his
invading army were defeated, and he marched on to
Salona, which he entered unopposed.

The chief interest, however, was excited by the Balisarius
Ttalian expedition, commanded by Belisarius, the suc- dor-ine
cessful combatant with Persia, the conqueror of Africa Pha Ttatian
—Belisarius who had been drawn a few months before "™
in his triumphal car through the streets of Constanti-
nople, and who now, sole Consul for the year, was
setting forth to gather fresh laurels in the country
where the Marcelli and the Fabii gathered theirs eight
centuries ago.

The chief generals under Belisarius were Constan- His o

tine, Bessas, and Peranius. Constantine was a native Gonstan-
tine,
of Thrace, a brave and strenuous lieutenant of the great =

1 Clinton thinks that this Mundus is the same as the Mundo,
grandson of Attila, whom, in the war of Sirmium, Theodoric’s  s50s3.
troops delivered from the Byzantine general Sabinianus (vol. iii,

p- 396). This is possible, but does not to'me seem probable,
B2



4 The First Year of the War.

BOOK V. commander, but rapacious, fierce, and not imbued

Cu 1.

535-

Bossas,

Peranius,

525

Subor-
dinate
officers.

with the soldierly instinct of subordination, as was
eventually proved by the strange events which ended
his career.

Bessas also came from Thrace, but was of Gothic
descent, and we are expressly told! that he was ‘ one
of the race who had of old dwelt in Thrace, but did not
follow Theodoric.” He too, though brave and warlike,
showed on a critical occasion a selfish and grasping
nature, which preferred its own ignoble gains to
military duty and the most obvious interests of the
Empire 2, ™

Peranius came from the far east of the Empire. He
was the eldest son of Gurgenes, king of Iberia, part of
that province between Caucasus and Ararat which we
now call Georgia. In the course of the endless tussle
between the Roman Emperor and the Persian King,
Iberia was invaded by the Persian army; and Gur-
genes, finding himself unable to defend his dominions,
and disappointed of the expected help from Justinian,
fled to the mountains which divided his country
from Colchis, and there seems to have maintained
a straitened but honourable independence. As the
dynasty was Christian, its princes naturally inclined
to Counstantinople rather than to Ctesiphon. Thus
it was that Peranius entered the service of the
Emperor, in which he soon rose te*all but the highest
position. Lo _

The subordinate officers were—of the cavalry,
Valentine, Magnus, and Innocentius ; of the infantry,

! Procopius, De Bell. Goth, i. 16 ; ii. 8r.
* The career of Bessas suggests some points of comparison with
that of Marshal Bazaine,



Belisarius and his Staf. 5

Herodian, Paulus, Demetrius, and Ursicinus; none Book V.
of whom require at present any special notice on our. o1
part. The commander of the Isaurian contingent was
named Ennes. Belisarius was attended by a large
body-guard of tried and daring soldiers; and, in a
capacity perhaps resembling that of a modern aide-de-
camp, Photius, Antonina’s son by a former marriage,
accompanied his renowned stepfather.

The total number of the army which was setting Numberof

forth to reconquer Italy was only 7500 men, scarcely the host
more than the equivalent of one legion out of the
thirty which followed Caesar's footsteps. How it
figured on the muster-rolls of the Empire it is not
easy to say. We are told that there were 4000
‘soldiers ‘ of the Catalogues and the Foederati,” 3000
Isaurians, 200 confederate Huns, and 300 Moors.
The ¢ Catalogues’ must in some way represent the
dwindled Legions ; as the Foederati, drawn perhaps
from the medley of Teutonic and Slavonic peoples who
roamed along the banks of the Lower Danube, repre-
sent the Socii of the early days of Rome. It will
be observed by the reader how large a proportion the
gallant Isaurian highlanders, those Swiss of the Byzan-
tine empire, bore to the whole army, and we shall
have frequent occasion in the course of the war to
notice the service rendered to Belisarius by their
mountaineering skill and headlong bravery.

After all, the armament, though it gloried in the The army
title of Roman, and was sometimes called Greek in ﬁﬁgimny
derision by its enemies, was Roman or Greek only **™*™
in name. It was essentially a barbarian band. Every
great exploit which we hear of in connection with
it was performed, as a rule, by some Gepid, or Herul,

535+



.6 The First Year of the War.

BOOK V. or Isaurian. But the barbaric strength and stolid
stalwart courage of the soldiers were directed by
generals who still cherished some of the traditions of
scientific warfare which had been elaborated in the
twelve centuries of the Roman Republic and Empire ;
and at the centre of the whole machine was the busy
brain of Belisarius, a man of infinite resource and
patience as well as courage, and certainly one of the
greatest strategists that the world has ever seen.
Cavalry The student who remembers how the battles of
arm.  Republican Rome were generally won, namely, by the
dlsclphned valour of the heavy-armed foot-soldiers of
the Legion, experiences some surprise when he finds
that the victories of Belisarius were chleﬁy won by his
cavalry, armed with the bow and arrow, a force which,
as has been already observed, may perhaps be com-
pared to the mounted rifles of a modern army, but
which certainly five centuries.before was more cele-
brated in the tactics of Parthia than in those of
Rome.
Secretof At the outset of the first campaign it may be
Hew which interesting to quote from a later page of Procopius?!
b iU the reasons which Belisarius himself, in conversation
Wit with his friends, assigned for the long series of victories
which he had then achieved over the Goths :—
The Goths ‘In public the Romans naturally expressed their
force of  wonder at the genius of Belisariu®which had achieved

mounted

vowmen Such a victory, but in private his friends [no doubt
> including Procopius himself]enquired of him what was
the token which, in the first day of successful engage-
ment with the enemy, had led him to conclude that

in this war he should be uniformly victorious. Then

! iin I 28-9'

535



Imperial Mounted Cavalry. 7

he told them that, at the beginning, when the engage- Book v.
ment had been limited to a few men on each side, O 1
he had studied what were the characteristic differ- 3%
ences of each army, in order that when the battles
commenced on a larger scale he might not see his small
army overwhelmed by sheer force of numbers. The
chief difference which he noted was that all the Romans

and their Hunnish allies were good archers on horse-
back (Heppotoxotai). The Goths, on the other hand,

bad none of them practised this art. Their cavalry
fought only with javelins and swords, and their archers

were drawn up for battle as infantry, and covered by the
cavalry. Thus the horsemen, unless the battle became

a hand-to-hand encounter, having no means of replying

to a discharge of weapons from a distance, were easily
thrown into confusion and cut to pieces, while the
foot-soldiers, though able to reply to a volley of arrows

from a distance, could not stand against sudden
charges of horse. For this reason Belisarius main-
tained that the Goths in these encounters would
always be worsted by the Romans.’

As yet, however, there was little opportunity for Easyocen-
the display of military skill on the part of Belisarius, g?gf;: o
for his first laurels were all easily gathered, in the
region of politics rather than of war, His instructions
were to land in Sicily, nominally again making of that
island only a house of call on his way to Carthage ;
if he found that he could occupy the island with little
trouble he was to do so, but if there was likely to be
tough opposition he was to leave it for the present
and proceed to Africa. The former alternative was
that which he adopted. He found the Sicilians all
ready and eager to become subjects of the Emperor.




8 The First Year of the Way.

BoOK v. Catana, Syracuse!, and every other city in Sicily,

™~ _opened her gates to him. Only in Panormus (Palermo)

Cxeﬁgf was there a Gothic garrison strong enough to oppose

Palermo. the wishes of the inhabitants; and to the siege of
Palermo he now addressed himself.

g‘};& Goths This eager defection of the isla.nders' from the Gothic

sent tho rule was a deep disappointment to their late lords, and

ofthe ~ was long and bitterly remembered by them. Sicily

Sicillans. - rag still rich in the wealth that had been stored up

there since the days of Gelon, rich in all manner of

fruits, above all rich in corn, of which it sent large

exports évery year to Rome. For this reason the

Roman inhabitants had prayed Theodoric that they

might be left to themselves, and not vexed by the

presence of large bodies of Gothic troops. Their

request had been listened to ; they had been left for

the most part to their own sense of honour to defend

the connection which had benefited them so greatly

and had imposed such light burdens upon them. And

this was their return. Not a city defended, not

a skirmish fought, no pretence of overwhelming neces-

sity forthcoming ; but as soon as the insignificant

armament of Belisarius hove in sight, every emblem

of Gothic domination torn down and the islanders

vying with one another in demonstrations of servility

towards Belisarius and his master. So keenly was

this ingratitude felt by:the Gowhs that, as we shall

see, eleven years afterwards, when there was a talk of

peace between them and the Empire, and the Gothic

King seemed to be in a position to dictate ite terms,

one of his indispensable conditions was that there

! Sinderith was the name of the Gothic governor of Syracuse
(Jord. De Reb. Geticis, 1x).



Stege of Palermo. 9

should be no interference with the revenge of his BOOK V.
nation on ungrateful Sicily *.

Belisarius, having reconnoitred Palermo, decided Swé’fif
that the fortifications on the landward side were too Palerme.
strong to be attacked with any hope of success. Of
these fortifications no vestige now remains, and indeed
the very site of the ancient city, successively Car-
thaginian, Greek, and Roman, is hopelessly obliterated
by the busy prosperity of the modern capital of Sicily.

Three features of the landscape only can we indisput-
ably claim as identical with those which met the eyes

of Belisarius. They are (1) the beautiful, land-guarded
bay (reminding the traveller of the bay of Naples),
from which the city derived its Greek name, All-
Anchorage ? ; (2) the rich plain stretching inland, and
now known as the Golden Shell (Concha d’Oro); (3)
the grand natural fortress- of Monte Pellegrino, 2000
feet high, a few miles out of the city, rising, like the
Rock of Gibraltar, square and steep out of the sea to
northward of the bay. Here Hamilcar Barca main- s.c. 247t
tained for three years a sturdy opposition to Rome -
near the close of the First Punic War. But the
Gothic garrison of Sicily resorted to no such desperate
measure of defence against the army of Belisarius.
Trusting in the strength of their walls, they refused

to surrender the city and bade him begone with all

The line of wall skirting the harbour was that which Patermo
attracted the attention of the Byzantine general. It fakken.
was detached from the ordinary line of circumvallation,
it was left altogether bare of soldiers, and, high as it

! Procopius, ii. 342 (De Bell. Gotth. iii. 16).
* Idv-oppos.



BOOK V.
Cn. 1.

535-

A.D. 1204,

Conquest
of Sicily
complete.

31 Dec,
535 |
Belisarius
lays down
the con-
sulship.

10 The First Year of the War.

was, when he had collected his navy in the harbour
he found that their masts overtopped the battlements.
With his usual fertility of resource he at once hoisted
the ships’ boats filled with soldiers up to the yard-
arms of the vessels, and told his men to clamber from
the boats out on to the parapet. The manceuvre,
though somewhat resembling that tried by the Vene-
tians at the Latin siege of Constantinople, would have
been too perilous to be executed in the face of an
active foe. As it was, practised against an unguarded
wall, it was completely successful. Soon the Byzan-
tine soldiers, from their position of vantage on the
high sea-wall, were shooting their arrows down
into the ranks of the enemy in the city. The
Goths were cowed by the unexpected sight, and
offered terms of capitulation which Belisarius at once
accepted.-

Thus was all Sicily now subject to the Emperor’s
rule, and soon found itself paying heavy tax and toll
to the imperial exchequer®. The conquest of Sicily,
peaceful comparatively as was its character, had occu-
pied about seven months, On the last day of the
year the Consul Belisarius, who had commenced his
year of office while his victories over the Vandals
were fresh in every one’s mouth, closed it by a solemn
procession through the streets of Syracuse, greeted by
the loud and genuine applause of*his soldiers and the

' By the Ixxvth Novel (Ixxixth in Zachari#’s edition) issued in
the year 537, Justinian ‘secundum instar antiquitatis’ placed
Sicily under a Praetor who was to decide private lawsuits and
provide for the expenses of the army. Appeals were to go straight
to Constantinople ‘quia semper Sicilia quasi peculiare aliquid
commodum imperatoribus accessit’ (See Bury, ii. 37).



Theodahad’s offer of Submission. 11

Sicilians, upon whom his lavish hands scattered a wel- Book v.

come largesse of Justinian’s auret. Bkl
Meanwhile, the tidings which were coming from >

Sicily to Rome !, cleverly enlarged upon at repeated au- e ¢

diences by the ambassador Peter, threw the wretched Theods-

Theodahad into an agony of terror. Already in

imagination he saw himself walking, as Gelimer had

walked, a captive before his conqueror Belisarius, and

heard the well-deserved cry, ‘ Death to the murderer

of Amalasuntha !’ thundered forth by the populace of

Byzantium. In a private conference with Peter he Negotia-

consented to make peace with Justinian on the follow- ;’.?;Li.f"

ing humiliating conditions: (1) Sicily was to be aban-

doned to the Emperor; (2) Theodahad was to send

to Justinian every year a golden crown weighing

not less than 300 pounds [at present values worth

about £12,000]; (3) he was to furnish 3000 warlike

Goths whenever Justinian should require their ser-

vices ; (4) except with the Emperor’s leave, the Gothic

King was not to sentence any senator or any priest

[Catholic priests, of course, were here meant] either to

death or confiscation of goods?; (5) he was not to

confer the dignity of Patrician, or any office involving

senatorial rank, upon any of his subjects without the

same gracious permission ; (6) at the Hippodrome, the

Theatre, and all places of public resort the people were

always to shout ‘Vivat Justinianus’ before they

! It seems probable that Theodahad through the greater part of
535 was at Rome, not at Ravenna,

2 This stipulation seems to me to confirm the suggestion made
in a previous chapter (vol. iii. p. 483) as to the meaning of the
charge against Boéthius that he was ¢ guilty of desiring the safety
of the Senate.’



12 The First Year of the War.

BOOK V. shouted ¢ Vivat Theodatus;’ (7) never was a statue

~—-~-- of bronze or any other material to be raised to Theo-

3% dahad alone, but wherever he stood Justinian must
stand beside him on his right side.

Character ~ The conditions were degrading enough and well

eenditions exemplified the Byzantine habit of making the sub-

on Theo- Jection of an inferior as galling and as wounding to

whad hig self-love as possible. That undefined relation of
dependence on the Empire which Odovacar and Theo-
doric had ignored rather than contradicted, and into
which Amalasuntha had been gradually sinking, was
here proclaimed as offensively as possible by the
Augustus, and admitted as abjectly as possible by
the Thiudans. Though the word belongs to a later
century, Theodahad would have become by this com-
pact virtually the vassal of Justinian. Still, even this
relationship, though marking a great fall from the
proud ‘moral hegemony’ of Theodoric, might in the
course of centuries have worked not unfavourably for
the happiness of Italy. Leaning on the arm of her
elder sister of Byzantium, the new Romano-Gothic
state might have gradually reconciled Teutonic force
with classical culture. In the convulsions which shook
the Eastern world in the seventh century, her loyalty
might have been a stay and staffto the Eastern Caesar.
Greece and Italy united, and occupying their natural
place at the head of European citlisation, might have
formed front against the Saracen in the East, against
the Frank in the Westi At the least, had such a
confederacy been possible, the Hesperian land would
have escaped the extortions of Byzantine blood-suckers
on the one hand, the ravages of half-savage Lomba,rds
on the other.



Dialogue between Theodahad and Peter. 13

But it is useless to speculate on what might have sook v.
been. The portentous cowardice of Theodahad ren- oul_
dered him unable even to wait for an interchange of ;, >
embassies with Constantinople to know whether his }iad raisos

terms were accepted or rejected. He had not yet Ketagainst
despatched his own ambassador, when he sent for
Peter, who on his leisurely journey had now reached
Albano, the second station on the Appian Way, that
delightful little town which, nestling under the high
voleanic cone of Monte Cavo, looks down on the one
side over its own peaceful little Alban Lake, and on
the other over the broad Campagna to the faintly-seen
towers of Rome. Peter came, when summoned, to yet
another private audience with the King. The following
strange dialogue then passed between them :—

Theodahad. ‘Do you think, Ambassador, that the Dx&lvoo%m
Emperor will be pleased with the compact into which tho King
we have entered ?’ Aimbas.

Peter. ‘1 conjecture that he will.” sador.

Theod. ‘ But if he should chance to quarrel with
the terms, what will happen then ?’

Peter. < Then, noble sir, the next thing will be that
you will have to fight.’

Theod. ©Is that fair, dear ‘Ambassador ?’

Peter. < Where is the unfairness, my good friend,
in each of you following the bent of his own
genius?’

Theod. ¢ What do you mean by that ?’

Peter. ‘I mean this. All your pleasure is in acting
the part of a philosopher ; but Justinian finds his, in
acting as beseems a noble Roman Emperor. For a man
who practises the precepts of philosophy to devise the

death of his fellow-creatures, especially on so large
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BOOK V. & scale as this war involves, is quite unbecoming ; and
~— for a Platonist, it is pre-eminently necessary to keep
335 his hands clean from human blood. But for the
Emperor to vindicate his rights to a land which once

formed part of his Empire is in no way unbecoming.’
Theods- The result of this dialogue (in which it suited both
willing to King and Ambassador to ignore the fact that the

makeafull

surren- hands of the former were already stained with the

flf;v.?,{hm blood of his benefactress) was, that Theodahad swore
to the Ambassador to sell his crown to Justinian if he
should be required to do so; and for some reason
which is ‘not expressly stated, but probably because
of her admitted ascendency over the mind of Theo-
dahad, his Queen Gudelina was made a partner in the
oath. Peter on his part was made to swear that
he would not disclose the last and highest offer till he
had fairly put the lower offer before the Emperor, and
found that it was hopeless to press it. What prudent
man would thus bid against himself even in the pur-
chase of a field? With such utter fatuity did these
children of the barbarians play their little bungling
game against the veteran diplomatists of Constan-
tinople.

Toturn of Peter was accompanied on the return embassy by

Constan- Rusticus, a Roman, a priest (probably of the orthodox

tPl Church), and an intimate friend of Theodahad'. They

L 4

! Baronius, and most of the ecclesiastical historians following
him, suppose that this is the embassy on which Pope Agapetus
was sent to Constantinople, and that either Rusticus is another
name for Agapetus or else that Procopius has blundered. Neither
supposition seems to me probablé or necessary. The mission of
Agapetus to Constantinople took place (according to the con-
jecturally altered text of Anatasius ; see Clinton, F. R. i. 763) on
the 20th of February, 536: at least that was theflay on which he
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arrived at Constantinople ; they stood in the presence Book v.
of the Emperor; they set forth the first offer of "
Theodahad. Had Peter sent a private messenger to %
his master, or did he now, by ever so slight and
scarcely perceptible a gesture, imply that, were he

in Justinian’s place, he would not accept the offered
vassalage? We know not, but it is certain that Jus-

tinian declared that the terms, abject as was their
humbleness of surrender, did not at all please him.

Then Rusticus produced the Gothic King's letter, Theoda-
which had been reserved for this stage of the negotia- lottor pro-
tions. It was a strange letter to be written by dueed.
a member of the race whose forefathers swept like

night over the shores of the Aegean, by a grandson

and great-nephew of the brave Amal kings who stood
unflinching by the side of Attila ‘in that world-
earthquake’ on the Catalaunian plains.

THEODAHAD TO JUSTINIAN.

‘I am not, O Emperor, a new comer into the halls
of kings. It was my fortune to be born a king’s
nephew and to be reared in a manner worthy of my
race: but I am not altogether well versed in war and
its confusions. From the first I have been passion-
ately fond of literature and have spent my time in the
study thereof, and thus it has been till now my lot to

entered Constantinople. Procopius does not give us precise dates
for the return embassy of Peter and Rusticus, but according to
the natural sequence of the narrative October or November of
the previous year would be a probable time for it. It is most
unlikely that a literary official like Procopius would make a
mistake as to the person of Theodahad’s ambassador at such
a crisis. The mission of the Pope was probably a separate
event.



BOOK V.
Cm. 1.

535

Justin-
ian’s re-
ply.

16 The First Year of the War.

be always far from the clash of arms. If seeins there-
fore unwise of me to eontinue to lead a life full of
danger for the sake of the royal dignity, when neither
danger nor dignity is a :thing that I enjoy. Not
danger, since that new and strange sensation perturbs
my thoughts; not the royal dignity, since possession
of it has, according to the general law, brought satiety.

‘ Therefore, if some landed property could be secured
to me, bringing in a yearly income of not less than
twelve cwt. of gold [£48,000], I should consider that
more valuable to me than my kingship: and I am
willing on those terms’to hand over to thee the
sovereignty of the Goths and Italians. I think that
I shall thus be happier as a peaceful tiller of the soil
than as a king immersed in kingly cares, no sooner
out of one danger than into another. Send me then
as speedily as possible a commissioner to whom I may
hand over Italy and all that pertains to my kingship.’

The letter gave supreme delight to the Emperor,
and obtained the following reply.

JUSTINIAN TO0 THEODAHAD.

‘T heard long ago by common fame that you were
a man of high intelligence, and now I find by experi-
ence that this is true. You show your wisdom in
declining to await the arbitrament of war, which has
plunged some men who gtaked théir all upon it into
terrible disasters. You ‘will never have occasion to
repent having turned us .from an enemy into a friend.
You shall receive all the property that you ask for,
and, in addition, your name shall be inscribed in the

‘highest rank of Roman nobility. I now send Athana-

sius and Peter to exchange: the needful ratifications,
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and in a very short time Belisarius will come to com- Book v.
plete the transaction thus settled between us.’ ont

Athanasius was the brother of Alexander who was Amii;ﬂ
sent the year before as ambassador to Athalaric. The fors sent
duties entrusted to him and to Peter were mainly to fr’:ffs:;{“

settle the boundaries of the new Patrimonium which tion.
was to be assigned to Theodahad, to put the compact

in writing, and to secure it by oaths given and taken.
Belisarius was sent for in all speed from Sicily to Belisarius
receive charge of the fortresses, arsenals, and all the ;‘:(mm
machinery of government from the royal trafficker. Slclly to
These arrangements were probably made towards the Traly-
‘end of the year 533.

When the ambassadors arrived at the Gothic Court Tho was in
they found the mood of Theodahad strangely altered. '
To understand the reason of the change we must look
again at the affairs of Dalmatia. We left Mundus the
Gepid there, holding the retaken capital, Salona, for
Justinian. A large Gothic army under the command
of Asinarius and Grippas entered the province, ap-
parently about the middle of autumn, and approached
Salona. Maurice the son of Mundus, on a recon-
noitring expedition, approached too near the main
body of the Gothic army and was slain. Maddened
with grief, the old barbarian, his father, fell upon the
Gothic host. Though he attacked in too loose order
he was at first successful, and broke the ranks of the
foe, but pressing on too hotly in pursuit, he was
pierced by the spear of one of the fugitives and fell
‘dead. His fall stopped the onward movement of his Dl/)[fua:(llnu:f
troops. Both armies dispersed, and neither dared to
appropriate the prize of war, the city of Salona; the

Romans having got altogether out of hand since the
VOL. IV. c
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death of their general, and the Goths misdoubting both
the strength of the walls and the loyalty of the citizens.

It was some slight consolation to the Romans that
these reverses robbed of .its terrors an old Sibylline
prophecy which had been much of late in the mouths
of men. This prophecy, couched in mysterious charac-
ters, which are a marvel upon the page of Procopius’,
had been thus interpreted :—

‘First Rome reconquers Afric. Then the World
Is with its progeny to ruin hurled.’
Belisarius’ capture of Carthage had seemed to bring
the end bdf the world alarmingly near. But now the
battle of Salona reassured men’s minds. It was not
the world and all its inhabitants, but only Mundus and
his too daring son, with whose fate the oracle was full.
The fortune of the Roman arms in Dalmatia was
soon retrieved. Constantian, who held the office of
Comes Stabuli? in the imperial household, was sent
with a well-equipped army to recover Salona, which
had been entered by the Goths. Having apparently
the entire command of the sea, he sailed northwards
from Epidamnus (Durazzo), and was soon to be seen
in the ofting from the coast of Epidaurus (a little

! In the hope of attracting philologists to make another attempt
at the decipherment of these characters (which have no doubt
suffered much from transeription), I here reprint them :—

AEPIZAZ APTA 5dAdq2cUgXde TZEPIZTAZL

[In Comparetti’s edition this inseription as written in the Vatican
Codex, partly in Greek and partly in Roman letters, is almost
legible :— ‘

Africa capta... (n) peribit (?) or peribunt (?)
sepica capra mudus cum natu pepicran]

! The Comes Stabuli is not mentioned in the Notitia, but is in
the Theodosian Code (Lib. xi. Tit. 17. 1. 3), The Connétable of
mediaeval France derives his name from this officer.
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south of the modern Cattaro). The panic-stricken Book v.
. . . . Cu. 1.
Gothic general Grippas, who was informed by his
scouts that ‘myriads of Romans were approaching by
sea,” evacuated Salona and pitched his camp a little
to the west of that city. Constantian sailed some
hundred miles or so up the gulf and anchored at the
island of Lissa, memorable to this generation for the
naval battle fought there between the Italians and
Austrians in 1866. Finding from his scouts that
Salona was deserted he landed his troops, occupied it
in force, repaired its ruinous walls, and posted 500
men to occupy the narrow pass by which it was ap-
proached from the west. After seven days of waiting,
the two Gothic generals, with that feebleness and
absence of resource which mark the barbarian strategy
in the earlier stages of this war, simply marched back
again to Ravenna.

Dalmatia and Liburnia (or the province of Illyricum?), Dalmatia
which had for the most part followed the fortunes of ;"x"lt:ln(;etlifg
Italy for a century and a half since the death of Theo- atater
dosius, were thus permanently recovered by the State,
which we must in this connection call the Eastern
Empire, although it was, to a loyal Roman, simply the
Empire, one and undivided. From this time forward
the eastern coast of the Hadriatic, though subject to
Avar invasions, Sclavonic migrations, Bosnian king-
ships, maintained a more or less intimate political
connection with Constantinople, till the conquests of
the Venetians in the tenth century brought it back
once more into the world of Italian domination.

But these were the far-reaching results of the expe-
dition of Mundus. We have to do with the more

! See vol. i. p. 678.
c2

536.
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immediate effects of the early disasters of the imperial
forces on that feeble and futile thing, the mind of
King Theodahad. That royal student, if versed in

the Gothic tho ¢« Republic’ of Plato, had not laid equally to heart

SUCCONSON
in Dal-
matia on
Theoda-

had.

His dis-
pute with
the im-

perial am-
bassadors.

the more popular philosophy of Horace. At least he
conspicuously disobeyed the precepts of that familiar
ode in which ‘the mortal Dellius’ is exhorted to pre-
serve a temper ‘serene in arduous and reasonable in
prosperous’ circumstances, As pusillanimous as he

"had shown himself at the news of the successes of

Belisarius, so intolerably arrogant did he become when
the tidings reached him of the death of Mundus and
his son. When the ambassadors who arrived about
the same time as the news (probably somewhere about
December 535) ventured to claim the fulfilment of his
solemn promise to surrender the kingdom, he flatly
refused. Peter spoke somewhat plainly as to the
royal faithlessness. Theodahad petulantly answered,
‘The privilege of ambassadors is a holy thing, but it is
conceded on the supposition that it be not abused. It
is admitted that the person of an ambassador who
seduces the wife of a citizen of the country to which
he is accredited is not sacrosanct; and I shall not
scruple to apply the same principle to an ambassador
who insults the King." Peter and Athanasius made
a spirited reply: ‘O ruler of the Goths, you are
seeking by flimsy pretexts toecover unholy deeds.
An ambassador may be watched as strictly as his
entertainer pleases, and therefore the talk about injury
to female honour is altogether beside the mark. But
as for what the ambassador says, be it good or bad,
the praise or blame for it rests solely on him who sent
him. The ambassador is-a-mere mouthpiece, and to
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him attaches no responsibility for his words. We shall BOOK V.
therefore say all that we heard from the lips of the - ~
Emperor: and do you listen patiently, for if you
become excited you will perhaps commit some outrage
on our sacred character. We declare then that the
time is come for you loyally to fulfil your compact
with the Emperor. Here is the letter which he wrote
to you. The notes which he has addressed to the chief
men among the Goths we shall hand to no one but
themselves only.’ '

However, the Gothic nobles who were present Lattors o
authorised the ambassadors to hand over their letters nobles.
to Theodahad. These despatches congratulated the
Goths on the near prospect of their absorption in the
great polity of Rome, a state with whose laws and
customs they had long ago become acquainted [in their
capacity of Foederati]; and Justinian promised that
they should find their dignity and credit increased,
not diminished, by the change.

This was not, however, the view which the Gothic The nobles
nobles took of the situation. Whatever their secret ";“;&x‘:);;
contempt for the weakly truculent character of their roustunee,
King, they were ready to second him heartily in his
present mood of defiance to the Empire. Both sides
therefore prepared for that which was now to be really
‘a truceless war'’ In these preparations the winter
of 535-536 wore away, and the second year of the

great Gothic War commenced.

! Apparently however Theodahad, perhaps on hearing of Con-
stantian’s successes in Dalmatia, made one more effort at peace by
sending Pope Agapetus to Constantinople : but the story of that
mission will be best told a little later on, when we resume the

thread of the Papal history. e mamaxmrsin mssion 22%1
INSTITUTE OF CULTURE
Lisrary
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CHAPTER 1II
BELISARIUS AT CARTHAGE AND AT NAPLES.

Authorities.
Sources :—

Procorius, De Bello Vandalico, ii. 10~17 (vol 1. pp. 447-490,
- ed. Bonn), and De Bello Gotthico, i. 8—10 (vol. ii. pp. 38-57).

For some African events Fravius CrescoNius CoRrIPPUS, an
African man of letters, who wrote a panegyric of the Emperor
Justin II (565-578), and a poem called ¢ Johannis’ in praise of
the victorious campaign of John, governor of Africa, against the
Moors (550). This latter poem, which was discovered by Mazu-
chelli in 1814, and first published in 1820, is included in the
Bonn edition of the Byzantine historians. The style is good for
so late an age of Latin literature.

Guides :—

In studying the topography of Neapolis I have received some
assistance from Summonte's ¢ Storia di Napoli, but my chief
guides are Beloch and Capasso. -

Julius Belock, s German student of Italian antiquities, is the
author of a valuable monograph (‘ Campanien,” Berlin, 1879) on
the cities of Campania. Its usefulness is greatly increased by
the beautifully executed Atlss with which it is accompanied.

The Commendatore Barfolommeo Capasso, one of the first

‘archaeologists of Naples, has written a tract ¢ Sull’ antico sito di

Napoli e Palepoli,’” which is & perfect quarry of information as to
the Greek and Roman cities. A few details as to the course of
the Neapolitan aqueducts were furnished to me by S. Capasso
personally in 1882, when I had the pnwleg-e of makmg his
acquaintance in Naples.
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WHEN the news of the double-dyed treachery of Book v.
Theodabad reached the Court of Constantinople orders 3.
were despatched to Belisarius to proceed with all speed peliesrius
to Italy and push the war against the Goths to the Jrored,
uttermost. He was, however, hindered for some weeks 121y t
from obeying these orders, by a sudden call to another
post of danger; a call which well illustrates the pre-
carious and unenduring character of Justinian's con-
quests and the inherent vices of Byzantine domination.

It was a few days after Easter, in the year 536, He i«

probably therefore about the 3oth or 31st of March?, g;e:::;ted
when a single ship rounded the headland of Plem- Corthage.
myrium, passed the fountain of Arethusa, and reached
the landing-place of Syracuse. A few fugitives leaped
on land and hastened to the presence of Belisarius.
Chief among them was the Eunuch Solomon, in whose
keeping, two years before, he had left the fortress
and city of Carthage guarded by a triumphant Roman
army. What causes had brought a man placed in
such height of power, and a brave and prudent soldier,
into so great disaster ?

Not his wars with the declared enemies of the Relations
Empire, though it is worth our while to notice even :ﬁztvif:-“
here how Justinian’s conquests really paved the way Sﬁi:'l'qor
for the barbarians. The Vandals had reared a kingdom ebyive
in North Africa, semi-civilised it is true, but which, if M°™
left to itself, would have become wholly civilised, and
which meanwhile was strong enough to keep the wild
sons of the dbsert in check. Now, the Vandals over--
thrown, the Moors came on2. They pushed their

! Easter Sunday fell on the 23rd of March in the year 536
(L’Art de vérifier les Dates, p. 11).

? It is in a digression as to the Moors, inserted at this point
of his history, that Procopius introduces the often-quoted but-
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forays far into the African province ; in hosts of 30,000
and 50,000 at a time they invaded Numidia and
Byzacene ; they loudly complained that the promises
by which they had been lured into the Roman alliance
had been left unfulfilled ; and when Solomon ventured
to remind the chiefs that he held their children as
hostages for their good behaviour they replied, ¢ You
monogamist Romans may fret about the loss of your
children. We who may have fifty wives apiece if it
so pleases us, feel no fear that we shall ever have
a deficiency of sons.’

In two battles the Eunuch-Governor had defeated
his Moorish antagonists’. But still the Moorish chief
Iabdas remained encamped on the high and fruitful
table-land of Mount Auras, thirteen days’ journey from
Carthage, and from thence at every favourable oppor-
tunity swept down into the plain, pillaging, slaying,
leading into captivity; nor had Solomon, though he led
one expedition against him, yet been able to dislodge
him thence.

improbable story of the two pillars erected by Canaanitish exiles
near Tigisis in Numidia, with this inscription in Phoenician
characters : ‘We are they who fled from the face of Joshua the
robber the son of Nun.’

! These were the battles of Mammas and Burgaon. The sites of
these places do not appear to be identified. Mammas was the
only engagement that deserved to be called a pitched battle, and
here the chief difficulty arose from thesconfusion caused in the
Roman cavalry by the sight and smell of the camels. At Burgaon
the Moors were encamped on a prdcipitous hill. By a daring
night-march—not unlike that by which Wolfe scaled the Heights
of Abraham— Solomon posted some troops on the summit of the
hill. The Moors, panic-stricken at finding themselves between
two attacks, rushed down the hill, and (according to Procopius)
50,000 of -them perished in a precipitous ravine, without one
Roman soldier being slain.
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Thus had events passed till the Easter of 536, and BOOK V.
.then the real, the tremendous danger of the Eunuch’s o
position was suddenly revealed to him, in the shape of the Roman
an almost universal mutiny of the Roman soldiers. S ™
We call them Roman in accordance with the usage of
the times, because they served that peculiar political
organisation at Constantinople which still called itself
the Roman Republic?, and because the banners under
which they marched to battle still bore the world-
known letters S. P. Q. R. But, as has been already
hinted, probably not one soldier out of a hundred in
the imperial army could speak Latin, and many of
them may have hardly known sufficient Greek to find
their way about the streets of Constantinople. They
were Heruli from the Danube, Isaurians from the
Asiatic highlands, Huns from the steppes of Scythia,
Armenians from under the shadow of Ararat, anything
and everything but true scions of the old Oscan and
Hellenic stocks whose deeds are commemorated by
Livy and Thucydides.

These men, Teutons many of them by birth, and :{‘he:: dise
Arians by religious profession, having been permitted hopo,
to marry the Vandal widows whose husbands they
had slain, had expected to settle in comfort upon the
Vandal lands, and live thenceforward in peace, under The land
some loose bond of allegiance to the Emperor, as uestion.
the new lords of Africa. Not such, however, was the
intention of the bureaucracy of Constantinople. The
usual swarm of Logothetae, of Agentes in rebus, of
Scriniarit, settled down upon the province, intent

! 1 think the frequent references of Procopius in the account of
this very mutiny to % wolrela, illustrated by the usage of his
contemporary Cassiodorus, justify this statement.
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BOOK V. upon sucking the last available aureus out of it for the
™= public treasury. The lands of the conquered Vandals .
were all deemed to have reverted to the state, and if
the husband of a Vandal widow, whether he were
soldier or civilian, cultivated them, it must be under
the burden of a land-tax revised every fifteen years,
8o strictly as to make him virtually tenant at a rack-
rent under the tax-gatherer. In many cases, not even
on these unfavourable terms was the occupancy of
the land assigned to the soldiers. Here, then, were
plentiful materials for a quarrel. On the one hand,
a number of hot-blooded, stalwart men, flushed with
the pride of conquest, each one with a remembrancer
of his wrongs for ever at his ear, reminding him, ‘ Such
an estate or such a villa belonged to me when I was
the wife of a Vandal warrior, yet thou who hast con-
quered Vandals art thyself landless” On the other
side, the Eunuch-Governor and the official hierarchy,
pleading the law of the State, the custom of the Empire :
‘It was reasonable that the slaves, the ornaments, the
portable property, should be the spoil of the soldiers.
But the land, which once belonged to the Roman
Empire, must revert to the Emperor and the Common-
wealth of Rome, who called you forth as soldiers,
trained you, armed you, paid you, not in order that
you should conquer these lands for yourselves, but
that they might become public ptoperty and furnish
rations not for you only, but for all the soldiers of the
Empire.’

Regious Thus was the Afrlca.n land-question raised. But
there was also a religious difficulty. Many of the
soldiers in the late army of Belisarius, especially the
martial Heruli, were Arians, The Vandal priests who
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still remained in Africa found access to these men, and Boox v.
inflamed their minds with a recital of the religious —— - -
disabilities to which they, the conquerors as much

as the conquered, were subject. The prohibition of
Justinian was positive. No baptism nor any other
religious rite was to be performed by or upon any man

not holding the full, orthodox, Athanasian faith. The

time of Easter was drawing nigh, at which it was

usual to baptize all the children who had been born in

the preceding year. No child of a Herulian would be
admitted to the holy font, no Herulian himself would

be permitted to share in the solemnities of Easter,

unless he first renounced the creed of his forefathers,

the creed which had perhaps been brought to his rude
dwelling on the Danubian shore by some Arian bishop,
disciple or successor of the sainted Ulfilas.

As the evil genius of the Empire would have it, Return of
there was yet a third element of disaffection cast into dred Van-
the African cauldron. The Vandals whom Belisarius ™
carried captive to Byzantium had been enrolled in five
regiments of cavalry, had received the honourable
name of ‘Justinian’s Vandals,” and had been ordered
to garrison the cities of Syria against the Persians.

The greater part proceeded to their appointed stations
and faithfully served the Empire which had robbed
them of their country. But four hundred of them,
finding themselves at Lesbos with a favouring wind, -
hoisted their sails, forced the mariners to obey their
orders, and started for Peloponnesus first and then for
Africa. Arrived at the well-remembered shore, they
ran their ships aground, landed, and marched off for
the uncaptured stronghold of Mount Aurasius. Here

they received a message from the soldiers at Carthage
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BOOK V. who contemplated mutiny, soliciting their assistance,

R which, after solemn oaths and promises given and

8% received, they agreed to furnish to the mutineers. - So,
when Easter drew on, all was ripe for revolt.

Sotomon The mutineers agreed among themselves that Solo-

21 March. mon should be slain in the great Basilica of Carthage
on Good Friday, and that this crime should be the
signal for the insurrection to break out. They took
little care about secresy: the guards, the shield-
boarers, many even of the household servants of the
Eunuch, were in the plot, but none betrayed it, so
great was the longing of all for the Vandal lands.
So, unsuspecting evil, sat Solomon in the great
Basilica, while the ceremonies went forward which
commemorated the death of Christ, and which were
meant to be signalised by his own. The conspirators
gathered round him. Each man, with frowns and
gestures of impatience, motioned to his neighbour to
do the deed of blood, but none could bring himself

"J_"l)i.;; plot with his own arm to strike the blow. Either the

" sanctity of thé place, or old loyalty to their general, or
else the still unstifled voice of conscience, prevented
any from volunteering for the service; and they had
not taken the precaution of selecting the arch-murderer
before they entered the sacred building. When the
words ¢ Ite, jam missa est’ came from the lips of the

* officiating prelate, they hastened”from the Basilica,
each cursing the other for his cowardice and softness
of heart. But ‘To-morrow,’ said they, ‘in the same

22 March. place the deed shall be done’ On the morrow Solomon
again sat in the great Basilica; again his would-be
murderers assembled round him, again the same in-
visible influence stayed their hands. When the service
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was over they foamed out into the Forum, a dis- Book v.
appointed and angry crowd. The epithets ‘ Traitor, o=
‘Coward,” ‘Faint-heart’ were freely bandied about 536
among them, so freely that, feeling sure that their
design must now be generally known, the chiefs of the

plot left the city and began freebooting in the country
districts.

When Solomon discovered the danger with which he The
had to deal, he went round to the soldiers’ quarters :;:lf\:‘gt
and exhorted those who were still remaining in the
city to abide faithful to the Emperor. For five days
the mutiny seemed to have been checked, but at the
end of that time, when the soldiers within the city
saw that their revolted comrades were pursuing their
career of ravage outside unchecked, it burst out with
fresh fury. The soldiers collected in the Hippodrome,
and shouted out the names of Solomon and the other
chief authorities in the state, loading them with every
kind of coarse abuse. Theodore the Cappadocian, ap- Theodor.

. the Cappa-
parently the most popular of Solomon’s officers, was docian

sent by him to harangue them in soothing terms. proctaim-
Not a word of his soft eloquence was listened to; but
helieving him to be secretly opposed to Solomon and
his policy, the mutineers with loud shouts acclaimed
him as their leader. Theodore appears to have been
a man of staunch loyalty, but he humoured the whim
of the rebels for a few hours, in order to favour
Solomon’s escape. With loud and tumultuous shouts
the mutineers, self-constituted guards of Theodore,
escorted him to the palace of the Prefect. There they
found another Theodore, captain of the guards, a man
of noble character and a skilled soldier, but for the

moment unpopular with these rebels. Him they slew,
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BooK V. and having thus tasted blood, they dispersed them-

Cu. 2.

—-.-— selves through the city, killing every man whom they

536.

Flight of

Solomon.

met, Roman or Provincial, who was suspected of being
a friend of Solomon, or who had money enough about
him to make murder profitable. They entered all the
houses which were not guarded by the few still loyal
soldiers, and carried off all the portable plunder that
they found there. At length night came on, and the
mutineers, stretched in drunken sleep in the streets
and forums of the city, rested from their orgie of
rapine. Then Solomon and his next in command,
Martin, who had been cowering for refuge all day in
the chapel of the Governor’s palace, stole forth to the
house of Theodore the Cappadocian. He pressed them
to take food, though sadness and fear had well-nigh
deprived them of appetite, and then had them con-
veyed to the harbour. A little company of eight
persons embarked in a boat belonging to one of the
ships under Martin’s command. These eight persons
were Solomon, Martin, five officers of the Eunuch’s
household, and—most important of all in our eyes—
the Councillor Procopius, to whom we owe the whole
of this narrative. After rowing in an open boat for
nearly forty miles, the fugitive Governor and his suite
reached Missua, on the opposite (eastward) shore of
the bay of Tunis, a place which was apparently used
as a kind of supplemental port, owing to the original
harbour of Carthage having become too small for its
trade’. At Missua theyr felt themselves in compara-

5288
! See the very carefully written article on Carthage in Smith’s
Dict. of Greek and Roman Geography, i. 551 &. The words of
Procopius are : Sradlovs Te praxociovs dvicavres dpixovro és Miooolay
76 Kapxndoviwv émivewv (vol. i. p. 474).



Flight of Solomon. 3t

tive safety, and from hence the Eunuch despatched Boox v.
Martin to Valerian and the other generals commanding o
in Numidia, on the west of the Carthaginian province, 536
to warn them of the mutiny, and to endeavour, under

the shelter of their forces, to win back by gold or
favour as many as possible of the mutineers to their

old loyalty. He also wrote to Theodore, giving him

a general commission to act for the imperial interests

in Carthage as might seem best at the time, and then
Solomon himself, probably taking some ship of war

out of the roadstead at Missua, set sail for Syracuse

with Procopius in his train, and, as we have seen,

arrived there in safety to claim the assistance of

- % ~

“

Belisarius. SRR
Meanwhile the insurgents, who had by this time Stutza

found that Theodore the Cappadocian would not lend L Tendor of
himself to their seditious designs, assembled on the the rebels.
plains of Bulla?, a short distance to the south of
Carthage, and there chose out Stutza?, one of the
body-guard of Martin, and acclaimed him as their
king3. Stutza, if not endowed with any great strategic
talents, was a man of robustness and hardihood. He

found under his standards no fewer than 8ooo revolted

! Probably the Bulla Mensa of Ptolemy, not Bulla Regia in
Numidia, which is four days’ journey from Carthage. (See
Smith’s Dict. of Geography, s.v. Bulla.)

? The Byzantine form of the name, found in Procopius and
Marcellinus, is Stotzas. But the African-born writers, Corippus
and Victor of Tunnuna, call him Stuzas and Stutias respectively
(the latter change perhaps for metrical reasons). The editor of
Corippus suggests the German ‘ Stutzer’ (strutter) as a derivation
(p. 245, ed. Bonn).

3 Tépavvov odlow eidovro. The man who was ‘tyrant’ in the
eyes of legitimate authority can hardly have been less than king
to his own followers.
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soldiers. These were soon joined by 1000 Vandals,

— -~ — partly the recent fugitives from Constantinople, partly

536.
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Arrvival of
Belisarius,

those who had escaped the notice of the conquering
host two years before. They were further joined by
that usual result of anarchy in the Roman state,
a large number of slaves. The united host aimed at
nothing less than driving out the imperial generals
and making themselves lords of the whole northern
coast of Africa'. They at once marched to Carthage
(which it is hard to understand why they should ever
have quitted), and called upon Theodore to surrender
the city. Josephius, one of the literary attendants of
Belisarius 2, who happened to have just arrived at the
capital, was sent to persuade them not to resort to
any further acts of violence ; but Stutza showed the
soldier’s disdain of the scribe and the mutineer’s con-
tempt of the rules of civilised warfare by at once
putting him to death. Despair at this ruthless deed
filled the hearts of the scanty defenders of Carthage,
and they were on the point of surrendering the city to
the insurgents. *

Such was the state of affairs when in an hour all
was changed by the arrival of Belisarius. He sailed
from Syracuse with one ship, probably the same which
had brought the Eunuch, and with one hundred picked
men of his body-guard on board. It was twilight

! Much in the same way as the Manfertine mercenaries of
Agathocles obtained dominion in Sicily B.c. 282, or the Mamelukes
in Egypt in the thirteenth century of our era.

* The description of the character and office of Josephius (De
Bell. Vand. ii. 15), ‘clerk of the imperial guards’ (rdv Bao\éws
¢urdkwr ypappuarels), ‘& man of distinction and one of the house-
hold of Belisarius,’ may at least illustrate the position of Procopius
himself in the army.
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when he arrived. The mutineers were encamped BOOK V.
round the city, confident that on the morrow it ——
would be theirs. Day dawned: they heard that 836
Belisarius was inside the walls: awed by the mere Departur.
name of the mighty commander, they broke up their rebel.
camp and commenced a disorderly retreat, or rather

flight, never halting till they reached the city of
Membressa on the Bagradas, fifty-one Roman miles
south-west from the capital!. Here they at length Belisarine
ventured to eneamp ; and here the terrible Belisarius™ =
came up with them, having only 2000 men under

his standards, whom by gifts and promises he had
persuaded to return to their former loyalty. As
Membressa itself was unwalled, neither army dared

to occupy it. Belisarius seems to have crossed the
Bagradas?, which is not a rapid though a pretty
copious stream, without opposition, and encamped

near to its banks. The mutineers, whose army must

have been five times as large as his, pitehed their

camp on an elevated spot, difficult of access. Both
commanders, according to classic edstom, harangued

their men, or at least the Thucydidean historian

whom we are following thinks proper to represent

them as thus encouraging their troops. Belisarius, Specch of
while deploring the hard necessity which compelled him Belisarius.
to take up arms against the men who had once echoed

his own pass-word, declared that they had brought

their ruin on themselves by their unholy deeds, and

that the devastated fields of Africa, and the corpses

' Equivalent to nearly 47 English miles. Procopius’ measure-
ment, 350 stadia, agrees very nearly with the 51 miles of the
Antonine Itinerary. '

* The Bagradas is the modern Medjerdah.

VOL. 1IV. D
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BOOK V. of the comrades slain by them, men whose only crime
~ -~ was their loyalty, demanded vengeance. He was
396 persuaded that the newly-raised tyrant Stutza would

want that confidence in himself and in the prompt
obedience of his troops which alone ensures success.
And he ended with a maxim of which his own career
was to afford a signal verification: ‘It is not by the
mass of combatants but by their disciplined courage
that victories are won.’

Specch of  Stutza enlarged on the ingratitude which, after they

Stutza, . . .
had undergone the toils of war, had given to idle
non-combatants the fruits of victory. After the one
gleam of freedom which they had enjoyed during the
last few weeRks, a return to slavery would be ten times
bitterer than their previous condition. If indeed even
to live as slaves would be granted them,—but after
the dangerous example which they had set, they must
expect, if vanquished, to suffer unutterable punish-
ments, perhaps to expire in torment. They could
die but once: let them die, if need were, free warriors
on that battle-field. Nay, rather, let them conquer, as
they must do, a foe so greatly their inferior in numbers,
and whose troops in their secret hearts were only
longing to share their freedom.

Batttlo After all this eloquence the battle was hardly

Bagradas. 8 battle. The mutineers, finding that the wind blew
strongly in their faces, and fearing that their spears
would thas fail to penetrate, endeavoured to make
a flank movement, and so to get to windward of the
enemy. Belisarius did not give them time to execute
this manceuvre, but ordered his men to come to close
quarters at once while the mutineers were still in
disorder. This unexpected attack threw them into
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utter confusion. They fled in headlong rout, and did Bgoxsv.
not draw bridle till they reached Numidia. The
“Vandals, less demoralised than the disloyal soldiers, 5, 3%
for the most part refused to fly, and died upon the therebels.
field of battle. Belisariug' army was too small to
venture with safety upon a long pursuit, but the

camp of the enemy was given up to be plundered

by them. They found it richly furnished with gold

and silver, the spoil of Carthage; utterly deserted

by the men, but full of women, the original abettors

of the war, who had now, probably in obedience to

the laws of Mars, to contract a third marriage, with

their new conquerors. '

The rebellion appeared sufficiently crushed to justify Return of
Belisarius in returning to Sicily, especially as there to Sicily.
was a danger that the example set by the Carthaginian
insurgents might be followed by the army stationed
there. Accordingly, leaving his son-in-law Ildiger and
Theodore of Cappadocia in charge of the African
capital, he sailed away to Syracuse.

The interest which the mutiny at Carthage possesses
for us consists in the light which it throws on the
character of Belisarius, and the ascendency which he
exercised over a greedy and licentious soldiery. Its
course after he disappears from the scene must be
described as briefly as possible.

The Roman generals in Numidia, five in number, After-
finding Stutza with his band close to their frontier, g‘{)‘:{::re-
marched hastily against him, thinking to crush him ™"
before he could re-form his scattered army. He
advanced, however, into the space between the hostile
ranks, and delivered a short and spirited harangue,

the result of which was that the generals found them.
D 2
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selves deserted by their troops, who went over in
a body to the insurgents. The generals took shelter
in a neighbouring church, surrendered on the promise
of their lives being spared, and were all slain by Stutza,
a man without pity and without faith.

The mutiny having thus become more formidable
than ever, Justinian took a step which he would have
done well to take sooner. He sent his nephew, the
best of the nobles of the imperial house, the gentle
and statesman-like Germanus, with a sufficient supply
of treasure to discharge the soldiers’ arrears of pay,
which had evidently been accumulating for some time ;
and with instructions to pursue a policy of conciliation
towards the insurgents, declaring that the Emperor
only desired the good of his brave soldiers, and would
severely punish all who had injured them. The man
and the policy were so well matched that Germanus,
who at first found under the jmperial standard only
a third of the troops entered on the African muster-
rolls, had soon under his eommand a larger number of
soldiers than followed the fortunes of Stutza. The
rebels lost heart and fled again into Numidia. A battle
ensued at a place called Scalae Veteres?, the site of
which does not appear to have been identified. The
tight was desperate and confused. Rebels and loyalists
were so like one another in outward appearance, that
the troops of Germanus were obliged to be continually
asking for the pass-word, in order to distinguish friend
from foe. The horse of Germanus was killed under

! So the translators agree in rendering the ywpiov & &) KaAlao-
Bardpas xakodor "Popaior of Procopius (De Bell. Vand. ii. 17) : but
possibly some other name, which might lead to the identification
of the site, is concealed under it.
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him ; but in the end his standards triumphed. Stutza Book v.
fled: the rebel camp Wwas sacked by the victorious _ %
imperialists, who in the fury of plunder refused to

listen even to the restraining voice of the general.

A squadron of Moors who had been hovering on the
outskirts of the battle, the professed allies of the
insurgents, but waiting to see which side was favoured

by Fortune, now joined the Emperor’s forces in a head-

long chase of the defeated soldiers.

With the battle of Scalae Veteres the military $36 or 537.
rebellion was at an end. Stutza with some of the mllxtnry
Vandals succeeded in escaping to Mauritania, where rebelion.
he married the daughter of one of the Moorish chiefs.
Solomon, who on the departure of Germanus was sent Return of
to resume the government of Africa, expelled the s"hm(m’
Moors from Numidia as well as from the Ca.rtha.guuan
province, and for four years ruled these regions in
peace and prosperity. In 543 some acts of ill faith Hls  death,
on the part of the Romans roused the hitherto loya.l
Moors of Tripoli and Tunis into insurrection. The
chief, Antalas, long a faithful ally of the Romans,
headed the movement : and in one of the first battles
of the war, the Eunuch Solomon, deserted by a large
body of his troops, who accused him of parsimoniously
withholding from them their share of the spoils, fell
into the hands of the enemy and was slain. His
nephew Sergius, a young man of swaggering de- Sergius
meanour, ignorant of the art of war, unpopular with *"°"""
the generals for his arrogance, with the soldiers for
his cowardice and effeminacy, with the provincials
for his avarice and lust, was entrusted with the
government of the province, which under his sway
went rapidly to ruin.
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And now for a brief space Stutza reappeared on the
scene, co-operating with Antalas, and labouring not
altogether in vain to combine with the Moorish in-
vasion a revival of the old military mutiny. Sergius
prosecuted the war with feebleness and ill-success.
John the son of Sisinniolus!, his best subordinate,
was 80 disgusted by the governor’s arrogance that he
ceased to exert himself in the imperial cause. And
after every defeat which Sergius sustained, after every
successful siege by the Moors, a number of soldiers
joined the standards of Stutza, who doubtless still
harangued’ as volubly as eight years ago on the
grievances of the army and the rapacity of the officials.

At length Justinian, though by this time he was
heartily weary of his Western conquests and the
endless cares in which they involved him, sent a few
soldiers and many generals to do their utmost towards
finishing the war in Africa. Among the generals was
Areobindus, a descendant probably of the great Aspar,
all-powerful under Marcian and Leo in the middle of
the previous century. He was himself allied to the
imperial house, having married Justinian’s niece.
Under Areobindus, John the son of Sisinniolus was
willing to fight, and not only willing but eager.
There was only one man in the world whom he
hated more than Sergius, and that was the upstart
Stutza. The hatred was mutualy and each of these
men had been heard to say, that if he could only kill
the other he would himself cheerfully expire. The
double prayer was, practically, granted. A slender
army of the imperialists—for Sergius moodily refused
his co-operation—met the Moorish king and the

! Who is called by Corippus, Joannes Primus.
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veteran mutineer on the plain below Sicca Venerea, BOOK V.

on the confines of the African and Numidian provinces,
about 100 miles south-west of Carthage'. Before the
battle commenced, John and Stutza, instinct with
mutual hatred, rode forth between the two armies to
try conclusions with one another in single combat.
An arrow from the bow of the imperial general

545-

wounded Stutza in the groin. He fell to the earth Death of

mortally wounded, but not dead. The mutineers and
the army of the Moors swept across the plain, and
found him lying under a tree, gasping out the feeble
remains of life. Full of rage they dashed on, over-
powered the scanty numbers of the imperialists, and
turned them to flight. John’s horse stumbled as he
was galloping down a steep incline: while he was
vainly endeavouring to mount, the enemy surrounded
and slew him. In a few minutes Stutza died, happy
in hearing that his great enemy had fallen. In the
first moment of the flight John had said, ¢ Any death
is sweet now, since my prayer that I might slay
Stutza has been granted.’

The events of this campaign induced Justinian at Sorgius
remove

Stutza.

last to remove Sergius from the government of Africa from the

and send him to prosecute the war in Italy. After
murders, insurrections, changes of ruler which it is
not necessary to relate here?, another John, dis-

! An interesting description of Keff, the modern representative
of Sicca Venerea, and a sketch of the rocky eminence on which
its citadel stands, is given in Dr. Davis's Carthage and her
Remains (London, 1861), pp. 604-614. Siceca played a not unim-
portant part in the war with Jugurtha. Apparently it is the
same place at which Arnobius the Christian apologist kept
a school, numbering Lactantius among his pupils,

* Areobindus governor 545. Slain by Gontharis, Roman

governor-
ship,
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tinguished as the brother of Pappus, was appointed
Magister Militum!, and sent to govern Africa®
Under his administration the province again enjoyed
some years of tolerable tranquillity, and the Moors
were brought into ordér and subjection. But from
decade to decade, the fine country which had once
owned the sway of the Vandals sank deeper into ruin.

general in Numidia. Tyranny of Gontharis. He is slain by
Artabanes, after thirty-six days’ rule, 545. Artabanes governor
545-546.

! There was, however, besides the Magister Militum a special
Praefectus Praetorio for Africa, ruling at Carthage. This magis-
trate was first appointed by Justinian in 534 (Codex i. 27). He
seems to have been replaced by an Exarch of Africa towards the
end of the sixth century (Bury, ii. 35 ; Diehl, L’Administration
Byzantine, &c., p. 157\

? The great number of persons bearing the name of the Apostle
John is a confusing element in the history of these times. In
the absence of surnames Procopius is very careful to distinguish
them by means of their family relationships. We shall have two
generals of the name of John to deal with in the Italian campaigns
of Belisarius, Meanwhile in the history of these African affairs
we distinguish the following bearers of the name :—

1. John the son of Sisinniolus, the enemy of Sergius and the
slayer of Stutza.

II. John the brother of Pappus, governor of Africa for some
years after 546. He was the hero of the poem of Corippus, and
husband (probably) of Justina, niece of Justinian,

II1. John the Armenian, brother of Artabanes, slain in the
same battle as No. I.

1V. John the usurper (¢ rvpavwos), gJso called Stutza Junior,
whom the soldiers made their leader after the death of Stutza.
‘With a following of 1000 soldiers he joined the usurper Gontharis
(545). After the death of Gontharis he took refuge with some
Vandals in a church, surrendered to Artabanes on receiving
a promise that his life should be spared, and was sent bound to
Constantinople (545).

(Procop. de B. V. ii. 28, and Marcellinus Comes, 8. a. 547—
two years too late.)
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Many of the provincials fled to Sicily and the other Book v.
islands of the Mediterranean!., The traveller, in Ou. 2.
passing through those regions which had once been

most, thickly peopled, now scarcely met a single
wayfarer?. Languishing urder barbarian inroads,
imperial misgovernment, and iniquitous taxation, the
.country was ripening fast for the time when even
Saracen invasion should seem & relief from yet more
intolerable evils.

Our rapid survey of events in Africa has carried Balianrins
us fully ten years beyond the point which we have in italy,
reached in the history of Italy. We go back to 536-
Belisarius, landing at Syracuse, on his return voyage
from Carthage in April or May 536. The fears which
were entertained of a repetition in Sicily of the muti-
nies of Carthage proved groundless ; or, if there had
been disaffection, the soldiers at the mere sight of
a born ruler like Belisarius at once returned to their
accustomed - obedience. He was able to administer
the best antidote to mutiny, employment. Leaving
sufficient garrisons in Syracuse and Palermo, he crossed
from Messina to Reggio, and planting his standard
on the Italian soil, was daily joined by large numbers
of the inhabitants.

Belisarius was now in Magna Graecia, that region The By-
which, in the seventh century before the birth of in Magna
Christ, was so thickly sown with Hellenic colonies Gracci.
that it seemed another Hellas. Down to the time of
the wars of Rome with Pyrrhus and the Tarentines
(B.c. 281-272) this Grecian influence had lasted un-
impaired. How far it had in the succeeding eight

! Procopius, De Bello Vandalico, ii. 23 (i. 512).

* Procopius, Anecdota, xviii. (iii. 106).
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Bgoxv centuries been obliterated by the march of Roman
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legions, by the foundation of Roman colonies, by the
formation of the slave-tilled latifundia of Roman pro-
prietors, there are perhaps not sufficient materials to
enable us to decide. Cértainly the Byzantine re-con-
quest was both easier and more secure in Calabria
and Apulia than in any other part of Italy. One
cause of this was that there were fewer Goths in the
south than in the north. Possibly another cause may
have been that still existing remembrances of the
golden age of Magna Graecia took the sting out of
the taunt, ‘They are but Greeklings'’ which was
sometimes applied, not by Goths only, but by Italian
provincials, to the invaders from Byzantium. To trace
out the remains of this lingering Hellenic feeling, and
to distinguish them from the undoubted and con-
siderable influence exerted on Southern Italy by the
Greeks of Constantinople from the sixth century to
the twelfth, would be an interesting labour ; but it is
one which lies beyond our present province 2.

At Reggio Belisarius received an accession to his
ranks, which showed the weakness of the national
feeling of the Goths. No less a personage than
Evermud, the son-in-law of Theodahad, who had been
entrusted with a detachment of troops to guard the
Straits, came with all his retinue * into the Roman

! ¢ Graeculi isti.’ -

* Of course all that-is here said about the old and new
Hellenism of South Italy applies, with certain modifications, to
Sicily also.

* Proc. DeB. G. i. 8. For the received text fiv raiol rots éropévors,
the alternative reading év wéoe 7, &, found in Hoeschel's edition,

seems to give a better sense, (Thls is the reading adopted by
Comparetti.) .
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camp, prostrated himself at the feet of Belisarius, an(:l B%?‘st
expressed his desire to be subject to the will of

the Emperor'. His unpatriotic subserviency was ré-
warded. He was at once sent to Constantinople, that
haven of rest and luxury, which all Romanised Goths
languished to behold, and there received the dignity
of Patrician and many other rewards from the hand of
Justinian. |

The Roman army marched on unopposed and sup- Advance
ported by the parallel movement of the fleet, through to Naples.
the province of Bruttii and Lucania® They crossed
the wide bed of the Silarus; they entered the pro-
vince of Campania. Still no Gothic army disputed
the passage of any river, nor threatened them from
any mountain height. At length they reached a strong
city by the sea, defended by a large Gothic garrison,
the city of Neapolis, the modern Naples. Before
this place Belisarius was to ta.rry many days.

The modern city of Naples is divided into twelve Compari-
quartiers. It is built along a winding and beautifully amsiont
irregular shore-line, of which it occupies four miles mudern
in length, varying in breadth from one mile to two P>
and a-half, according to the nature of the ground.

By a recent census it contained about 460,000 in-
habitants. The Neapolis of the Roman Empire occu-
pied a space only a little overlapping one of the
twelve modern quartieri, that of S. Lorenzo. It
formed an oblong about 1000 yards in length by 8apo,
in breadth. Apparently we have no means of stating’

536.

! Jordanes (De Reb. Get. Ix. and De Reg. Succ. 370) gives
the Gothic form of Procopius’ Ebrimuth, and supplies a few
particulars.

* One province, not two, at the time of the Notitia.
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BOOKYV. its exact population at any period of the Empire ;
but, if we conjecture it at a twelfth of the population
of the modern city, we shall probably be exaggerating
rather than depreciating the number of its inhabitants.

It is thus evident that the modern traveller must
unclothe himself of many of his remembrances of the
existing city of Naples in order to form anything
like an accurate idea of the place which Belisarius
besieged. It may be well to proceed by the method
of rejection, and to indicate the chief points, con-
spicuous in a modern panorama of Naples, which we
must elimihate in order to obtain the true value of
the ancient Neapolis. Starting, then, from the western
extremity, from Posilippo and the Tomb of Virgil, we
come first to the houses which look upon the long
drives and shrubberies of the Riviera di Chiaia. We
see at a glance that these are modern. They no more
belong to the classical, or even the mediaeval, city
than the Champs Elysées of the French capital belong
to the Lutetia of Julian or the Paris of the Valois
kings. But two natural strongholds arrest the eye as
we move onwards towards the city: on the right the
little fortress-crowned peninsula of Castello dell’ Ovo,
on the left the frowning ridge of the all-commanding
Castle of St. Elmo. With the first we have already
made acquaintance. The site of the villa of Lucullus,
the luxurious gilded cage of the deposed Augustulus,
the shrine of the sainted Severinus, it suggests in-
teresting speculations as'to who may have been ith
occupants when the trumpets of Belisarius sounded
before its walls, but it is emphatically no part of the
city of Neapolis. Saint Elmo brings vividly before us
the differences between ancient and modern warfare.
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From the fourteenth century onwards (at least till Book v.
the most recent changes in the science of gunnery _ows
deprived it of its importance) it was emphatically the
stronghold of Naples. He who held that tyrannous
crest of rock virtually held the town. And yet in the
wars of the Romans and the Goths this magnificent
natural fortress seems to have been absolutely unim-
portant. The nearest houses of Neapolis were about
three-quarters of a mile distant from the base of Saint
Elmo, and in those days of catapults and balistae this
distance would seem to have been enough to rob even
such an eminence of its terrors; otherwise we must
surely have heard of its being occupied by Belisarius.
We move forwards to the east, still keeping tolerably
near the shore. The far-famed Theatre of San Carlo,
the Bourbon Palace with its rearing horses in bronze,
the massive Castel Nuovo, and the two harbours
below it, all these are outside of the ancient city.
Outside of it too is the quaint and dingy Largo del
Mercato, that most interesting spot to a lover of
mediaeval Naples, where market-women chatter and
chaffer over the stone once reddened with the blood
of Conradin, where a poet’s ear might still almost
hear the gauntlet of the last of the Swabians ring
upon the pavement, summoning his Aragonese kins-
man to the age-long contest with the dynasty of
Anjou. All this is Naples, but not Neapolis. Where
then is the ancient city? Turn back towards the
north-west, strike the busy street of the Toledo about
a third of the way up on its course from the sea.
Here at length we are, not at, but near, the site of the anm of
classical city, whose western wall once ran parallel Nespolis
to the Toledo at a distance of about 150 yards to the
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right. The Piazza Cavour (Largo delle Pigne) and
Strada Carbonara lie a little outside of the northern
boundary of Neapolis. Castel Capuano (near the
modern railway station) marks its extreme eastern
point. The southern wall ran along a little range
of higher ground (now nearly levelled with the plain
below it), at a distance of some two or three hundred
yards from the coast-line, from the Church of the
Annunziata to the University. One suburb on the
west perhaps once extended about half-way from the
western wall of the ancient city to the Toledo, and
another on the south may probably have filled up
in a similar way the interval between the city and
the sea !,

The block of ground thus indicated once stood
out—difficult as it is now to believe it—somewhat
abruptly above the surrounding plain2 Even now,
looking at it on the map, we can trace in it the
handiwork of the Roman surveyors. Its three broad
‘Decuman’ streets running from east to west (Strada
Nilo 3, Strada dei Tribunali, and Strada Anticaglia),
intersected by twenty-three ¢ Cardines’ running from
north to south, still, notwithstanding the alterations
made in them to gratify the Neapolitan passion for
church building, exhibit an appearance of regularity
and rectangularity conspicuously absent in the other
part of the city, the haphazard §rowth of the Middle

! Capasso thinks that the sea has not here receded more than
a few yards since the days of the Romans.

* This seems to be the general opinion of the topographers, yet
the measurements given by Beloch (p. 63) of the level at which
Roman remains have been found, do not seem to give a depth of

more than about twenty feet for the depression north of the city.
* With its continuation Strada Biagio and Strada Forcella.
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Ages. Roman remains have at various times been BooK V.
discovered under almost the whole of the space de- o2
noted above, but nothing is now left for the lover of
Roman antiquity to gaze upon save two Corinthian
columns of the Temple of the Dioscuri built into the
church of 8. Paolo Maggiore, and some faint traces

of the ancient Theatre lingering in the yards and
cellars of the Strada Anticaglia .

Fortunately we have an excellent aid to the imagi- Likoness

nation in endeavouring to bring before the mental polis to
vision the Neapolis which Procopius gazed upon. The Fompel
neighbouring town of Pompeii is very similar in dimen-
sions and shape, and was probably very similar in
character 2. Only we must suppose that nearly five
centuries—centuries upon the whole rather of the
decay of art than of its development—had passed
over the Tablina and the Triclinia of the buried city
to make it correspond with its surviving neighbour.
The heathen temples must be imagined to have
fallen somewhat into decay, and several Christian
basilicas must be allowed to have grown up under
their shadow. The fact that the four oldest parish
churches in Naples *—S8. Giovanni Maggiore, Santi
Apostoli, S. Giorgio Maggiore, and S. Maria Maggiore
—all belong to the district whose confines we have
traced, is an’ interesting confirmation of the truth
of its antiquity *

! Between the Vico di S. Paolo and the Vico dei Giganti.

* Pompeii as well as Neapolis seems to have been about 1000
yards long by 800 broad.

3 The Duomo (dedicated to S. Geennaro), though situated within
this district and on the site of the temples of Neptune and Apollo,

dates from the period of the Angevin kings.
¢ The alluring pursuit of all enquirers into the earliest history
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Belisarius stationed his fleet in the harbour, where

- -~ they were beyond the range of the projectiles of the
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enemy. A Gothic garrison stationed in ¢ the suburb’
(possibly the suburb between the city and the sea) at
once surrendered to the invaders. Then a message
was sent to the Roman general asking him if he
would consent to receive a deputation of some of the
principal inhabitants of the city, anxious to confer
with him for the public welfare, He consented, and
the deputation, with one Stephanus at its head, ap-
peared before him. Stephanus pleaded the hard case
of the Roman citizens of Naples, summoned by a
Roman army to surrender their town, and prevented
from doing so by a Gothic garrison. Nor were even
these Gothic soldiers free agents. Their wives and
children were in the hands of Theodahad, who would
assuredly visit upon them any fault which the garrison
might commit towards him. In these eruel eircum-
stances the citizens begged Belisarius not to press
upon them his summons to surrender. After all, it
was not there, but under the walls of Rome, that the
of Neapolis is the attempt to fix the site of Palaepolis, the elder
sister of that city, like her founded from Cumae, but ultimately
absorbed in or obliterated by the greatness of her younger rival.
Many Neapolitan archaeologists fix Palaepolis on the east of the
other city. Niebuhr, with a somewhat amusing positiveness,
fixes it far to the west, near Pesilippo. 8. Capasso contends for
a nearer position on the south-west, at thesJastel Nuovo and on
the site of the present Palazzo Reale. Beloch argues that there
never was such a city as Palaepalis, and that the mention of it is
due to a misunderstanding of the word Palaepohtam-—-the old
citizens of Neapolis as opposed to some new settlers. But in the
facg of Livy's clear statement (viii. 32) as to the situation of the
two ‘dties, and the record in the Trifymphal Fasti of the victory of

Publilius over the ‘ Samnites Palaeopolitanei,” this seems too bold
a stroke of historical scepticism.
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decisive engagement would have to be fought. If Bookv.
Rome were reduced to the Emperor's obedience, o
Neapolis must inevitably follow its example. If the ¥
general were repulsed from Rome, the possession of a

little city like Neapolis would avail him nothing.

Belisarius coldly thanked the orator for his advice Reply of |
as to the course of the campaign, but announced his
intention of conducting the war according to his own
notions of military expediency. To the Roman in-
habitants he offered the choice of freedom to be
achieved by his arms; or slavery, they themselves
fighting to keep the yoke upon their necks. He could
hardly doubt what in such circumstances their choice
would be, especially as the prosperous condition of the
loyal Sicilians showed that he was both able and
willing to keep the promises which he made in the
name of the Emperor. Even to the Goths he could
offer honourable terms. Let them either enter his
army and become the servants of the great Monarch
whom the civilised world obeyed, or, if they refused
this proposal, on the surrender of the city they should
march out unharmed (it is to be presumed with the
honours of war), and depart whither they would.

Stepha.nus, whose patriotism had been quickened by Debatesiu
the promise of large rewards to himself if he could the ity
bring about the surrender of the city, strove earnestly
to induce his fellow-citizens to accept the terms of
Belisarius. He was seconded in these efforts by a
Syrian merchant named Antiochus, long resident in
Neapolis, a man of great wealth and high reputation.

Two -orators however, named Pastor and Asclap
dotus, also men of great influence in the city, stood

forth as the advocates of an opposite policy, one of
VOL. IV. E
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loyalty to the Goths and resistance to Byzantium.
If we are perplexed at finding professed rhetoricians
and men of letters (one of whom bears a Greek name)
championing the cause of the barbarians, we may
remember the life-long loyalty of Cassiodorus to the
house of Theodoric, and may conjecture that other
men of like training to his had been induced to enter
the Gothic service. Some of these, like the two
rhetoricians now before us, may have had statesman-
ship enough to see that the so-called ‘ Roman liberty’
which was offered to the Italians would mean only
a change of masters, and that change not necessarily
one for the better.

By the advice of Pastor and Asclepiodotus, the

the offered demands of the Neapolitans were raised so high that

terms o
capitula-
tion.

in their opinion Belisarius would never grant them.
A memorandum containing these demands was pre-
sented by Stephanus to the General, who accepted
them and confirmed his acceptance by an oath. On
the news of this favourable reply the pressure in favour
of surrender became so strong that the Gothic garrison
alone would not have ventured to resist it. The
common people had begun to stream down towards
the gates with the intention of opening them: but
then the two orators ‘whose sentence was for open
war’ gathered the Goths and the principal Neapolitans
together and again harangued them in support of their

Pastorand views: ¢The mob have taken this thought of surrender

Asclepio-
dotus

into their minds and are ea.ger to execute it!. But

! From this and other passages there seems -some reason to
conclude that the aristocratic party at Naples were at this time
in favour of the Gothic dominion, the democracy in favour of the
Byzantine. 4
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we, who deem that they are rushing headlong to ruin, BOOK Y.
are bound to consult you, the leaders of the state, and

to put our thoughts before you, the last contribution f::ly
that we can make to the welfare of our country. You cppose the
think that, because you have the promise and the oath

of Belisarius, you are now relieved from all further
danger of the horrors of war. And if that were so, we
should be the first to advise you to surrender. But

how can Belisarius guarantee your future security ?

He is going to fight the nation of the Goths under

the walls of Rome. Suppose that he does not gain

the victory: you will have the Gothic warriors in

a few days before your gates breathing vengeance
against the cowardly betrayers of their trust. And

on the other hand, if he wins, even on that most
favourable supposition you will have to make up

your minds to the permanent presence of an imperial
garrison in your town. For the Emperor, though he

may be much obliged to you for the moment for re-
moving an obstacle out of his path, will not fail to

make a note of the fact that the Neapolitans are

a fickle and disloyal people, not safe to be trusted

with the defence of their city. No: depend upon it,

you will stand better both with friends and foes if you

do not lightly surrender the trust committed to your
hands. Belisarius cannot take the city: the magnitude

of the promises which he makes to you is the plainest

proof of that. You have strong walls and an abundant
supply of provisions. Only stand firm for a few days

and you will see the cloud of war roll away from your
borders” With this the orators brought forward some Jewish
Jews to vouch for the fact that Neapolis was well pro- the Gathe.
visioned for a siege. The Israelite nation were always

E 2
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BOOKV in favour of the tolerant rule of Theodoric and his
successors as against the narrow bigotry of Byzantium.
Apparently, in this instance, they were able to speak
with authority, being the merchants by whose aid the
Negotis- needful stores of provision had been procured. The
::32::3:. result of the harangue of the two orators, backed by
brokenoff. 4 e assurances of the Hebrews, was that the party of
surrender was outvoted, and Belisarius, sorely vexed
at the delay, but unwilling to leave so strong a place
untaken in his rear, had to set about the siege of
Neapolis.
Appeal to  The citizens, having resolved on a stubborn defence,
e " appealed, as they bad abundant right to do, to Theo-
dahad for assistance. That miserable prince, utterly
unready for war, seems to have allowed the precious
winter months to slip by without making any prepara-
tions of importance, and was now seeking to diviners
and soothsayers for knowledge as to that future which
he had done nothing to mould. His classical reading
might have made him familiar with the well-known
saying of Hector,—
Els olwvds dpioros, dmvesfar wepi mdrpys’.
Theoda- But instead of this robust determination to conquer
tothe  Fortune, the dreamy mysticism of his own Etruria,
diviners: intent for centuries on poring over the page of futurity,
swayed the nerveless spirit of Theodahad. The manner
of divination, concerted between®him and a Jewish
magician, was ridiculous enough to have been practised
Quen of by any Roman augur. Thirty hogs, divided into three
batches of ten each, were shut up in three separate
pens. One was labelled ‘Troops of the Emperor,’
! ‘No better omen than his own right hand
Inspires the warrior for his native land.’

536,
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another ‘Goths’ and the last ‘Romans.” The un- Book v.
fortunate animals were then left for a certain number %
of days without food. When the pens were opened, 3
it was found that the Gothic hogs had all perished
save two, that of the Roman animals half had died
and the remaining half had lost all their bristles,
while the Imperialists were nearly all alive. The
inference was obvious. The Gothic race was doomed
to almost utter extermination ; the provincials of Italy
should suffer cruel hardships and the loss of all their
property, but half of the nation should survive the
war ; while the Byzantine invaders alone should emerge
from it fat and flourishing. After this augury of the
hogs, Theodahad felt himself even less prepared than -
before to send effectual succour to the Neapolitans.

The citizens, however, were making so good a defence Vigorous

resistance

that it seemed as if they might be able to do without ofthe
reinforcements. The steepness of the approaches to e
the walls, the narrow space between them and the sea,

which left no room for the evolutions of troops, and
possibly some defect in the harbourage which made it
difficult for the ships to approach near enough to hurl
projectiles into the city, all made the task of Belisarius

one of unusual difficulty. He had cut off the aqueduct

which brought water from Serino, in the valley of the
Samnite river Sabatus, into Neapolis; but there were

so many excellent wells within the enclosure that the
inhabitants scarcely perceived any diminution of their
water-supply. As day passed on after day and still Discou.
no breach was made in the walls, and many of his ;?glggllf;t
bravest soldiers were falling in the useless assaults, ™
Belisarius, chafing at the delay, began bitterly to

repent that he had ever undertaken the siege. It
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BooK v. was still perhaps only June?, but twenty days of the

O3 siege had already elapsed, and at this rate it would be

535 winter before he met Theodahad and the great Gothic
host under the walls of Rome.

The Issu- At this crisis, when he was on the point of giving

:«;?eﬁ?;gw the order to the soldiers to collect their baggage and

raise the siege, one of his body-guard, an Isaurian

named Paucaris, brought him tidings which gave him

a gleam of hope. One of his fellow-countrymen, a

private soldier, clambering, as these Isaurian moun-

taineers were in the habit of doing, up every steep

place that they could scale, had come to the end of

“the broken aqueduct. Curious to see the specus or

channel along which the water had once flowed, he

had entered through the aperture, which had been

imperfectly closed by the defenders of the city, and

crept for some distance along the now waterless

conduit. At length he came to a part of its course

where it was taken through the solid rock, and here,

to save labour, the diameter of the specus was smaller,

too small for a man in armour to creep through it.

Yet he deemed that the hole might be widened suffi-

ciently to remove this difficulty, and that it would

then be possible to penetrate by this forgotten passage

into the city itself. Belisarius at once perceived the

importance of the discovery, and sent some Isaurians,

with the utmost secrecy, under the guidance of their

countryman to a.ccomplish the desired excavation.

i

! Procopius’ indications of time are not very clear at this point,
but I conjecture that the siege of Neapolis may have occupied the
last twenty days of June, perhaps reaching on into July. The
deposition of Theodahad, which was its immediate result, occurred
in August. :
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They used no axe or hammer, that they might not BOOK .
alarm the enemy. Patiently, with sharp instruments
of steel they filed away at the rock, and at length , 5%

The aque-
returned to the General, announcing that there was duct made

tica-
now a practicable passage through the aqueduct. ble.
But before attempting by this means the assault of Belisarius

ives the
the city, Belisarius determined to make one more effort Gitizens

to persuade the inhabitants to surrender. Sending ch:f,léz'of
for Stephanus, he said to him (in words which remind *™"%"
us of a well-known utterance of our own Duke of
Wellington), ‘Many are now the cities that I have
seen taken, and I am perfectly familiar with all that
goes on at such a time,—the grown men slain with
the edge of the sword ; the women suffering the last .
extremity of outrage, longing for death but unable to
find one friendly destroyer; the children driven off
into bondage, doomed to sink from an honourable
condition into that.of half-fed and ignorant boors,
slaves of the very men whose hands are red with the
blood of their parents : and besides all this, the leap-
ing flames destroying in an hour all the comeliness of
the city. I can see as in a mirror, my dear Stephanus,
your fair city of Neapolis undergoing all these horrors
which I have beheld in so many of the towns that
I have taken ; and my whole soul is stirred with pity
for her and her inhabitants, She is a city of old
renown. They are Romans and Christians, and I have
many barbarians in my army, hard to restrain at any
time, and now maddened by the loss of brethren and
comrades who have fallen in the siege. I will tell
you honestly that you cannot escape me. The plans
which I have made are such that the city must fall
into my bands. Be advised by me, and accept an
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BOOK V. honourable capitulation while you can. If you refuse,

On. 2 blame not Fortune, but your own pe1vers1ty for all

msifn the miseries that shall come upon you.” With tears

f;“a:::;t and lamentations Stephanus delivered to his fellow-

it. citizens the message of Belisarius ; but they, confident

in the impregnability of their city, still abjured every

thought of surrender.

Prepara-  As there was no possibility of avoiding the assault,

forthe  Belisarius proceeded to make his plans for it as perfect

meatlt ag possible. At twilight he chose out four hundred

men whom he placed under the command of Magnus,

a cavalry officer, and Ennes, a leader of the Isaurians.

Though we are not expressly told that it was so,

there seems some reason to suppose that the half of

this force commanded by Ennes was itself of Isaurian

nationality ; and no doubt both Paucaris and the

original discoverer of the passage took part in the

-expedition. The men were fully armed with shield,

breastplate, and sword, and two trumpeters went with

them. The whole secret of the plan was then dis-

closed to Magnus and Ennes; the spot was indicated

where they were to enter the aqueduct, and from

whence with lighted torches they and their four

hundred were to creep stealthily into the city. Mean-

while the Roman host was kept under arms ready for

action, and the carpenters were set to work preparing
ladders for the assault. -

Some At first the General had to endure a disappointment.

exploring Fully one half of the aqueduct party—the non-Isaurian

Biny. ™ half if our conjecture be correct—when they had crept
hearted.  £or some distance through the-dark channel, declared
that the deed was too dangerous, and marched back to

the entrance, the reluctant and mortified Magnus at
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their head. Belisarius, who was still standmg there BOOK V.
surrounded by some of the bravest men in the army, o
had no difficulty in at once selecting two hundred Ot}f’;
volunteers to take the place of the recreants; and his velunteor.
gallant step-son Photius, claiming to be allowed to
head the expedition, leapt eagerly into the aqueduct.
The General thought of Antonina, and forbade her son
to venture through the channel; but the example of Al go for-
his bravery and the bitter taunts of Belisarius so -
stung the waverers, that they too returned into the
aqueduct, thus apparently raising the numbers of the
storming party to six hundred.

Fearmg that so large a detachment might make Bessas en-

some noise which would be heard by the Gothic g:tg::ttlc::x

sentinels, the General ordered his lieutenant Bessas g,g'::on
to draw near to the walls and engage their attention.
Bessas harangued them accordingly in his and their
native tongue, enlarging on the rich rewards of the-
imperial service, and advising them to enter it without
delay. They replied with taunts and insults ; but the
object was gained. In the storm of the debate, amid

all the crash of Teutonic gutturals, any muffled sounds

from the region of the aqueduct passed unheeded.

The storming party were now within the circuit of Exit from
the walls of Neapolis, but they found themselves e
penetrating further than they wished; and how to
emerge into the city was as yet by no means apparent.

A lofty vaulted roof of brick was over their heads.
They seem to have been standing in what would have
been a great reservoir had the aqueduct been still
flowing. Despair seized the heart of those who had
already entered the place, and the column of soldiers

still pressing on from behind made their situation each
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BOOK V. moment, more perilous. At length those in front saw
— a break in the vaulting above them, by the break the
f36' outlines of a cottage, by the cottage an olive-tree.
It was hopeless for armed soldiers to climb up that
steep reservoir-side ; but one brave fellow, an Isaurian
doubtless, laid aside helmet and shield, and with hands
and feet scrambled up the wall. In the cottage he
found one old woman in a state of abject poverty. He
threatened her with death if she stirred or shrieked.
She was mute. He fastened a strong strap which he
had brought with him to the stem of the olive-tree.
His comrades grasped the other end, and one by one

all the six hundred mounted without accident.
The aque- By this time the fourth watch of the night had

luct part .
;igmf:zybegun. The storming party rushed to the northern

ragen ramparts, beneath which they knew that Belisarius
' and Bessas would be stationed, slew two of the
-gentinels who were taken unawares, and then blew
a long blast on their bugles. At once the Byzantine
soldiers placed the ladders against the walls and began
to mount. Destruction! The ladders, which had been
hurriedly made in the darkness by the army-carpenters,
were too short, and did not reach to the foot of the
battlements. They were taken down again, and two
of them were hastily but securely fastened together.
Now the soldiers could mount. They poured over the
battlements. On the north side a# any rate the city

was won. o
On the south, between the sea and the wall, thé
task of the assailants was somewhat harder. There,
not the Goths, but the Jews kept watch; the Jews
ever embittered against the persecfting Government
of Constantinople, arid now fighting with the courage
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of despair, since they knew that the part which they Book v.
had taken in opposing the surrender had marked them o
out for vengeance. But when day dawned, and they were 53,6'
attacked in their rear by assailants from the other part

of the city, even the Jews were obliged to flee, and

the southern gates were opened to the Byzantines.

The besiegers on the east side, where no serious The city
assault had been contemplated, had no scaling ladders,
and were obliged to burn the gates of the city before
they could effect an entrance. By this time the whole
troop of semi-barbarians called the Roman army was
pouring through the town, murdering, ravishing,
plundering, binding for slavery, even as Belisarius had
prophetically described. The Huns who were serving
under the banners of the Empire, and who were no
doubt still heathens, did not respect even the sanctity
of the churches, but slew those who had taken refuge
at the altars.

Then Belisarius collected his troops together, prob- Blisarius
ably in the great Forum of the city, and delivered his sol-
a harangue in which he besought them not to tarnish mercital.
the victory which God had given them by unholy
deeds. The Neapolitans were now no longer enemies,
but fellow-subjects: let them not sow the seeds of
irreconcilable hatred by a bloody butchery in the first
city which they had taken. With these words, and
with the assurance that all the wealth which they
could lay hands upon should be theirs, as the fitting
reward of their valour, he persuaded the soldiers to
sheathe their swords, and even to unbind their captives >
and restore wives to their husbands, children to their
parents. Thus,s®ys the historian, did the Neapolitans—

those at least of them who escaped the massacre—pass
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RooK V. in a few hours from freedom to slavery, and back again
2 from slavery to freedom, and even to a certain measure
S of comfort. For they had succeeded in burying their
gold and all their most precious property; and after the
storm of war had passed they were able to recover it.
The Eight hundred Gothic warriors were taken prisoners
prisoners, in the city. Belisarius protected them from outrage
at the hands of his soldiery and kept them in honour-
able captivity, treating them in all respects like soldiers
of his own.

Fato of The unhappy leaders of the war-party attested by
" their end the sincerity of their advice. Pastor, who
was previously in perfect health, when he saw that the
city was taken, received so violent a shock that he had

a stroke of apoplexy which proved immediately fatal.
Asclepiodotus with some of the nobles of the city

violent  presented himself boldly before Belisarius. Stephanus,
ne " in his grief at the calamities which had befallen his
Phant - ative city, assailed with bitter reproaches ¢that
betrayer of his country, that wickedest of men, who
had sold his city in order to curry favour with the
Goths. Had the cause of the barbarians triumphed,
Asclepiodotus would have denounced the patriots as
traitors and hounded them to the death. Only the
valour of Belisarius had delivered them from this
calamity.” With some dignity Asclepiodotus replied
that the invective of Stephanus waf really his highest
praise, since it showed that ke had been firm in his
duty to those whom he found set over him. Now that
by the fortune of war Neapolis had passed under the
power of the Emperor, Ascleplodotus would be found
as faithful a servant of the Emplre as he had been

of the Goths, while Stephanus at the first whisper of
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ill-fortune would be found veering back again from Book v.
his new to his old allegiance. o2
We are not told what part Belisarius took in this :jf’of
quarrel. The populace followed Asclepiodotus on his Asclepic-
departure from the general’s tent, assailed him with
reproaches as author of all their miseries, and at length
slew him and mangled his remains. Then seeking
the house of Pastor, they would not for a long time
believe his slaves who assured them of his death.
Satisfied at last by the sight of his dead body, they
dragged it forth from the city and hung it ignominiously
on a gibbet. They then repaired to the quarters of
Belisarius, told him what they had done, and craved
pardon for the display of their righteous indignation,
a pardon which was readily granted.
So ended the Byzantine siege of Naples. The only
remembrance of it which, in the changed circumstances
of the city, a modern traveller can obtain, is furnished
by a few red arches which, under the name of Ponti
Rossi, traverse one of the roads leading north-eastwards
from the city, a little below the royal palace of Capo di
Monte. At this point apparently the aqueduct which
led into the city of Naples branched off from the main
line which held on its course westwards to Puteoli and
Baiae. Over these arches marched the hardy Isaurians
on that perilous midnight adventure which resulted in
the capture of Neapolis !.

! Lord Stanhope (Life of Belisarius, p. 180), following Muratori,
says that it was through this same aqueduct that Alfonso of
Arragon entered the city in 1442. But this, I am informed by
S. Capasso, isan error. The aqueduct through which the Spaniards
entered the city was ealled ‘della Bolla.” It brought water from
Somma under Mount Vesuvius, and entered the city through the
eastern, not the northern wall.
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THE ELEVATION OF WITIGIS.

’ Authorities.
Sources :—

BOOK V.  Procorius, De Bello Gotthico, i. 11-13. Cassioporus, Vari-
O3 aram, x. 31-35. JorDANES, De Regnorum Successione, 372-3;

De Rebus Geticis, 309-10.

536. Tue failure of the Gothic King to avert the fall of

Indigna- . .
tionof  Neapolis exasperated beyond endurance the warlike

e o™ subjects of Theodahad. His avarice and his ingratitude

hnoeda-  were known ; his want, of loyalty to the nation of his
fathers was more than suspected. Rumours of his
negotiations with Constantinople, even the most secret
and the most discreditable of them, had reached the
ears of his subjects, and now the worst of those rumours
seemed to be confirmed by his desertion of the defenders
of Neapolis, a desertion so extraordinary that mere in-
competence seemed insufficient to account for it.

Assembly  That which our ancestors would Have called 'a Fole-

of the na- . . .

tion undor mote, an assembly of the whole Gothic nation under‘

Regeta, arms, was convened, by what authority we know not,

Aug 536% ¢ deliberate on the perilous condition of the country.

' We got the date of the deposition of Theodahad from the
Liber Pontificalis (Vita Silverii), which states that it occurred two
months after the election-of Pope Silverius.
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The place of meeting was forty-three miles! from
Rome. It has been hitherto impossible to discover
any clue to the name given by Procopius, who says
‘The Romans call the place Regeta;’ but the other
indications afforded by him show that it was situated
in the Pomptine Marshes, and in that part of them
which the draining operations of Decius, who had ap-

BOOK V.
Cn. 3.

536.

parently cleared out the old Decennovial 2 Canal, had

restored to productiveness, perhaps even to fertility 3.

Allusion has already been made to Theodoric’s share
in the promotion of this useful work, and to the
palace bearing his name which crowned the heights of
Terracina . If not that palace itself, yet at any rate
the hill on which it stood, rose conspicuously on the
southern horizon some fifteen miles from the Gothic
meeting-place. The reason for choosing this spot was
that, thanks to the draining operations just referred
to, the vast plain furnished a plentiful supply of grass
for the horses of the assembled warriors °.

! English miles: forty-seven Roman : see Procopius, De B. G.
i 11, 'This passage is very important for the information which
it affords as to the length of Procopius’ stadium, which was
evidently 272 yards, 70 yards longer than the stadium of Attic
historians. Procopius says, in explaining the Latin word Decen-
novium : Ilorauds . . . évveaxailexa mepudv omueia, Smep Eoveow &
Tpels xkal 8éxa xal ékarov aradlovs. Since 113 stadia = 19 Roman
miles (of 1618 yards each)= 30,742 yards, it follows that one
stadium = 2721}5 yards.

? The Decennovial Canal derived its name from the fact that it
flowed past nineteen miles of the Appian Way.

3 See Abstract of the leiters of Cassiodorus, ii. 32, for Theodoric’s
¢ concession’ to Decius.

¢ See vol. iii. p. 277.

¢ Scholars seem to have given up in despair the attempt to
identify Regeta. Lord Stanhope suggests Lake Regillus, which
is absurd, neither the distance nor any of the other indications
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Book V.  As soon as the nation met upon the plain of Regeta,

Cu. 8.

536.
Deposi-
tion of
Theoda-
had.

it was clear that the deposition of Theodahad was
inevitable, and that the only question was who should
succeed him. The line of the great Theodoric was
practically extinct (only a young girl, the sister of
Athalarie, remained); and in the great necessity of
the nation, they travelled beyond the circle not only
of royal, but even of noble blood, to find a deliverer.

Eleotionof A warrior named Witigis, not sprung from any illus-

Witigis.

trious house !, but who had rendered himself illustrious
by great deeds wrought against the Gepids in the war
of Sirmium ?, was raised upon the buckler and acclaimed
as king3 The pen of the veteran Cassiodorus was
employed to draw up the document in which was
announced to the Goths the elevation of a king, ‘not
chosen in the recesses of a royal bedchamber, but in

furnished by Procopius agreeing therewith. The neighbourhood
of Terracina and of the Decennovian Canal is clearly pointed out
by Procopius. He seems, however, not to be aware that the
stream in question was not a natural river. Is it possible that
Regeta is an error for Regesta, and has something to do with the
dykes or embankments of the Decian drainage-scheme? It seems
to me that the site should be looked for pretty near Ad Medias
(Mesa Posta), the station on the Appian Way between Appii
Forum and Terracina. Procopius here displays a little archso-
logical learning about the Homeric island of Circe in connection
with Terracina and the neighbouring promontory of Circacum.

! Odérvyw eldovro, dvdpa oixias otk émdpavods dvra.

% See vol. iii. p. 396. j -

8 The account given by Jordanes (De Regnorum Successione,
372) makes the elevation of Witigis more the result of his own
contrivance and less the spontan¢ous act of the nation than that
of Procopius. ‘Vitiges . ..qui Campania[m] ingressus mox ad
campos venisset Barbaricos, ilico exercitus favore, quod contra
Theodahadum suspectum habebat exéepit. . . . Facto impetu in eo
consona voce Vitigis [Vitigem] regem denuntiant. At ille regno
levatus quod ipse optavergt mox populi voto consentit,’ etc.
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the expanse of the boundless Campa.gna of one who BQOK V.
owed his dignity first to Divine grace, but secondly to
the free judgment of the people ; of one who knew the 6.
brave men-in his army by comradeship, having stood
shoulder to shoulder with them in the day of battle.

His countrymen were exhorted to relinquish that
attitude of fear and mutual suspicion which the rule

of the craven Theodahad had only too naturally pro-
duced, and to work with one accord for the deliverance

of their nation.

Witigis decided without hesitation that the de- Denth of
throned monarch must die. He gave the word to a haa.
Goth named Optaris to follow Theodahad and bring
him back, dead or alive. Optaris had the stimulus of
revenge besides that of obedience to urge him to fulfil
his bloody commission, since he had lost a bride rich
and lovely, whose hand had been plighted to him, by
Theodahad’s venal interference on behalf of a rival
suitor. Night and day he spurred on his steed. He
came up with the flying King before he had reached
Ravenna, threw him to the ground, and cut his throat
as a priest would slay a sheep for sacrifice .

! Agnellus (Lib. Pont. Ecclesiae Ravennatis, § 62) says of
Theodahad, whom he calls Deodatus, ¢ Non post multos dies ivit rex
Deodatus Romam, et revertente (sic) occisus est a Gothis 15 miliario
de Ravenna, mense Decembris.” Either

(1) This date is wrong, which one does not like to admit, as
Agnellus is generally accurate in his indication as to the time of
year when events happened, though often wrong as to the year
itself ;

Or (2) the date assigned, on the authority of the Roman Liber
Pontificalis, to the deposition of Theodahad (August 536) is wrong;

Or (3) the interval between Theodahad’s deposition and death
was longer than the narrative of Procopius would lead us to infer.
~ Iincline to the last supposition. Perhaps there was really a short
VOL. 1V, . F
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So vanishes the Platonist Ostrogoth, the remover of
land-marks, the perjurer and the coward, from the
page of history. - It is not often that the historian has
to describe a character so thoroughly contemptible as
that of Theodahad.

Witigis on his accession to the throne found an
utter absence of effective preparation to meet the
enemy. The two enemies, we should rather say, since
the Franks, in fulfilment of a secret compact with
Justinian, were in arms against the Goths, and a con-
siderable part of the army of Theodahad was stationed
in Provence and Dauphiné, endeavouring to defend
that part of the kingdom against the sons of Clovis.
In these circumstances Witigis determined to retire
for a time to Ravenna, not indeed evacuating Rome,
since the gallant veteran Leudaris was to be left in
charge of that city with 4000 picked troops, but with-
drawing the bulk of his army to the stronger capital,
and there at his leisure preparing for the defence of
the kingdom. In a speech to the army he set forth
the reasons for this course, the necessity for getting
the Frankish war off their hands and so of reducing
the number of their invaders, the difference between
a withdrawal dictated by motives of high policy and
a cowardly flight, and so forth. The most important
point of all, the effect of such a movement -on the
Roman population, was thus slight®y handled : ‘If the
Romans be well affected towards us, they will help to
guard the city for the Goths, and will not put Fortune
to the proof, knowing that we shall speedily return.
But if they are meditating any intrigue against us,

civil war between the partisans and the enemies of Theodahad :
or possibly he was in hiding from August to December.



The Goths abandon Rome. 67

they will do us less harm by delivering the city to the Book v.
enemy than by continuing in secret conspiracy; for we On- &
shall then know who are on our side, and shall be able 3%
to distinguish friends from foes.’

With these and similar arguments Witigis persuaded Error of
his countrymen to retire with the bulk of the army course.
into North Italy. It is easy to see now, and surely it
should have been easy to see then, that this was a fatal
blunder. The Franks, as the events of the next few
months were to prove, were fighting only for their own
hand, and might easily be bought off by territorial
concessions in Gaul. The real and only inevitable
enemy was Belisarius, the daring strategist who was
now at Neapolis, and who had come to the Italian
peninsula to conquer it, the whole of it, for his master
or to die. All-important in this struggle was' the
attitude of the Roman population, not in Rome only,
but over the whole of Italy. They could still look
back on the peace and plenty which had marked the
just reign of Theodoric. Though by no means welded
into one nation with their Gothic guests, there was
not as yet, we have good reason to believe, any im-
passable chasm between the two races; and if they
could be persuaded to cast in their lot with the
Teutonic defenders of their land, if they could practise
‘the lesson which they had been lately learning, of sub-
stituting the name ¢ Italy’ for ‘the Empire’; above
all, if they could be induced to think of Belisarius and
his troops as Greek intruders into their country, the
new Romano-Gothic people and fatherland might yet
be formed. The example of the resistance of Neapolis
showed that this was not a mere idle dream. But all

these hopes would be blasted, all the great work of
: F2 .
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BoOK V. Theodoric and Cassiodorus would be unravelled, and
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the Ostrogoths would sink into the position of a mere
countryless horde, themselves invaders of Italy rather
than the invaded, if the general of Justihian could once
get within the walls of Rome, if the name of that
venerable city with its thirteen centuries of glory could
once be his to conjure with, if the head and the
members being again joined together he could display
himself to the world as the defender of the Roman
Empire, in Rome, against the barbarians.

The chance, if chance there was, of so defending the
Goothic kmgdom was thrown away. The unwise counsel
of Witigis—who, it may be, could not believe himself
a king till he had actually sat in Theodoric’s audience-
chamber at Ravenna—prevailed, and the Gothic host
marched off northwards, leaving only Leudaris and
his 4000 braves to hold the capital against Belisa-
rius. Witigis took, indeed, some precautions, such as
they were, to assure the fidelity of the citizens. He
harangued Pope Silverius, the Senate, and the people
of Rome, calling to their remembrance the great
benefits which they had received from Theodoric; he
bound them under most solemn oaths to be faithful to
the Gothic rule ; he took a large number of Senators
with him as hostages for the loyalty of the rest. To
force the subjects whom he was not defending to swear-
eternal allegiance to his rule was *the work of a weak
man; to hint that, if they did not, their innocent
friends should suffer for it, was the threat of a cruel
one. This taking of hostages, though it might seem
for the moment an easy expedient for securing the
fidelity of an unguarded city, was essentially a bad
security. If the bond were forfeited by the surrender
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of the city, to exact the penalty, namely, the death of Book v.
the chief citizens of Rome, helpless and innocent, was to 0w 8.
put an absolutely impassable barrier of hate between the
Gothic King and the vast majority of the inhabitants
of Italy.

On his arrival at Ravenna Witigis took part in Witigis
a pageant which may have both amazed and amused Matase.
his Gothic subjects. He, the elderly warrior, the enth
husband of a wife probably of his own age, having
divorced that companion of his humbler fortunes, pro-
ceeded to marry the young and blooming Matasuentha,
sister of Athalaric and granddaughter of the great
Theodoric. Reasons of state were of course alleged for
these strange nuptials. An alliance with the royal
house might cause men to forget the lowliness of the
new King’s origin ; and the danger of his finding a rival
to the crown in Matasuentha’s husband, or even of her
making over her rights, such as they might be, to the
Emperor, was barred by her becoming the Lady of the
Goths. But the marriage was against nature, and
brought no blessing with it. The unfortunate girl, as
weary of her elderly husband as Athalaric had been of
his grey-hea,ded tutors, chafed against the yoke, and
made no secret of the fact that she loved not her
consort ; and he, divided between the pride of the low-
born adventurer exalted to a splendid position, and
the unhappiness of the husband who is unloved and
who lives in an atmosphere of daily reproaches, lost
any power which he may ever have possessed of de-
vising measures for the deliverance of the Gothic nation
from its peril %,

536.

! All our authorities agree as to the unhappiness of this marriage.
Procopius says (De B. G. i. 11): Maracotvlay . . . wapfévor 1€ xal
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Altogether, the elevation of Witigis was a mistake
for the Gothic monarchy. It was the old and often-
repeated error of supposing that because a man till he
has reached middle life has played a subordinate part
with some credit, he will be able to rise to the sudden
requirements of a great and difficult position ; that
respectability will serve instead of genius. Against
a general, perhaps the greatest that the world has ever
seen for fertility of resource and power of rapid com-
bination, the Goths had given themselves for a leader
a mere brave and honest blunderer, whose notions
of strategy were like those which Demosthenes re-
proved in his Athenian countrymen, who, as unskilful
pugilists, were always trying to parry a blow after
it had been struck and always being surprised by its
successor. Yet as, with all his incapacity, he was
loyal to the nation, the nation was loyal to him, and
during the three following years of his disastrous
leadership they never seem to have entertained the
thought of replacing him by a better commander .

Haying now allied himself with the daughter of the
murdered Amalasuntha, Witigis sent an embassy to

opalay 10y odoav, yuvaika yoperiy of T éfedovorov émrovjaare. Jordanes
(De Regnorum Successione, 373): ‘Regnoque suo confirmans,
expeditionem solvit et privata conjuge repudiata regiam puellam
Mathesuentam Theodorici regis neptem sibi plus vi copolat quam
amori’ The same words are used byeMarcellinus Comes, from
whom possibly Jordanes has borrowed them.

! There is something in this attitude of the Goths towards
Witigis which reminds one of the French confidence in General
Trochu during the siege of Paris. But this comparison is probably
unfair to Trochu. Victory over the Germans was scarcely possible
when the French general took the command in September 1870.

Victory over the Byzantines was abundantly possible for the
Gothic King in 536.



Correspondence with Justinian. 71

Constantinople, urging, with some reason, that the Book v.
cause of quarrel between the Emperor and the Goths o &
was at an end. The vile Theodahad had paid the **
penalty of his crimes, a penalty which Witigis himself

had exacted from him. The daughter of Amalasuntha

sat on the Gothic throne. What more did Justinian
require ? Why should he not stop the effusion of
blood and restore peace to Italy? This letter to

the Emperor was supplemented by one to the orthodox
bishops of Italy, calling upon them to pray for the
success of the embassy; to the Prefect of Thessalonica,
praying him to speed the two ambassadors on their

way; and to the Master of the Offices at Constanti-
nople, beseeching him to use his influence in favour

of peace. All these letters came from the pen of
Cassiodorus '.

The letters written in reply to Witigis have not Presumed
been preserved ; but there can be no doubt that such Fustinian.
letters were received by the Gothic king, probably in
the late autumn of 536, and they must have been
to the intent that the war must now proceed, since
nothing but unqualified submission would satisfy the
demand of Justinian.

One of the first acts of the reign of Witigis was Gaulish
to buy off the opposition of the Franks by the cession sions
of the Ostrogothic possessions in Gaul (Provence and e *°
part of Dauphing)? and by the payment of twenty ™"

! See Cassiodori Variarum, x. 32-33. It is not quite clear
whether Witigis is addressing his own or Justinian’s Magister
Officiorum : but I think the latter.

2 At this time also, as v. Schubert thinks (Unterwerfung der
Alamannen, p. 178) the remnant of the Alamannic nation which
had lived in Raetia under the protection of the Ostrogothic kings,
was handed over by Witigis to Theudebert.
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hundredweight of gold (£80,000)'. Negotiations for
this purpose had been commenced by Theodahad, but
were interrupted by his death. Childebert, Theude-
bert, and Chlotochar now divided among them the
treasure and the towns ceded by the Goths, and con-
cluded a secret alliance with them, promising to send
some of their horde of subject nations to assist in the
defence of Italy. More they durst not do, being
desirous still to keep up the appearance of friendship
with Byzantium.

In thus resuming the pacific policy of Theodahad
towards the Franks,—a policy which enabled him to
recall the general Marcias and many thousands of the
bravest of the Goths to the south of the Alps,—Witi-
gis seems to have been only recognising an inevitable
necessity. His great error was in not making this
concession earlier. If he could thus purchase the
friendship of the Franks, and- secure his northern
frontier from their attacks, he ought to have done so
at once, and thus to have avoided the necessity for
the fatal abandonment of Rome.

! In the wild legend which figures as the story of Amalasuntha
in the pages of Gregory of Tours (Hist. Franc. iii. 31), this pay-
ment, reduced to 50,000 aurei (£30,000), is represented as the
weregild paid by Theodahad to the sons of Clovis for the murder
of their cousin Amalasuntha. It is possible that some such claim
may have been put forward by the Frankish princes, never at
a loss for a plausible pretext for war, ®



CHAPTER IV.
BELISARIUS IN ROME.

Authorities.
Sources :—

Procorrvs, De Bello Gotthico, i. 14-15.

For ecclesiastical history, LiBeratus, cap. xxi, and the so-called BOOK V.

ANAstas1us BIBLIOTHECARIUS in his life of Pope Agapetus (apud _ %%
Muratori, iii. 128). It is convenient to use the name of this,
the reputed author of the ZLiber Pontificalis, who died about 886.
He seems, however, to be really responsible, even as compiler,
only for some of the later portion of the book. The lives of the
several Popes, at any rate at the point which we have now
reached, were probably composed by various, and for the most
part contemporary, biographers. (In this edition I follow the
chronology of Abbé Duchesne, the latest and incomparably the
best editor of the Liber Poutificalis.)

Guides : —

For ecclesiastical events, Milman’s History of Latin Chris-
tianity and Bower's History of the Popes (1750). This last
book is far too bitter and polemical in its plaidoyerie against the
Popes, but contains many useful references, apparently taken for
the most part from Baronius and Pagi.

For the almost infinite subject of Roman archaeology I have
consulted chiefly the following :—

Canina’s Edifizi di Roma Antica (1848-1856). Canina’s con-
jectural restorations of the buildings of ancient Rome, even if
they cannot always stand the test of detailed criticism, are
a great help to an unprofessional student.
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BOOKYV. H. Jordan’s Topographie der Stadt Rom im Alterthum.
Ot 4 His criticism of the late imperial and early mediaeval guide-
books to Rome, the Curiosum Urbis, Mirabilia Romae, and
Itinerary of the Monk of Einsiedeln, is extremely helpful, the
more so as he publishes the text of the documents on which

he comments.

Among my other guides are J. H. Parker's Archaeology of
Rome and his splendid collection of photographs, especially those
of the Walls and Gates; Gregorovius'’s Geschichte der Stadt
Rom, vol. i; E. A. Freeman’s Historical and Architectural
Sketches, and a paper by the same author in the British
Quarterly Review (1882) on Rome during the Sieges of the Sixth
Century ; T. H. Dyer’s article on Ancient Rome contributed to
Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography (requiring
modification in a few points owing to the discoveries of the last
twenty years), and the same author’s History of the City of
Rome; Rev. Robert Burn’s Old Rome (which contains all the
chief discoveries down to 1880); Hemans’s Ancient Christianity
and Sacred Art in Italy, and Murray’s Handbook (1881).

I have also to thank the Commendatore Lanciani, the well-
known Roman archaeologist, for some valuable information,
especially as to the Walls of Rome,

sightin-  THE events described in the preceding chapter
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