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Ox every poi1(1t of the depar};ment where the
reforméd religionawas professed, the same spiric
was displayed, as in the capital of the Garde.
Before the second restoration, many towns and
villages had experienced its violence ; but after
the re-establishmert of the royal government,
it pervaded every branchr of the administration.
The local aythorities were distinguished for
their zeal in supporting the cfforts of their em-
ployers, and under pretence of rebellion, secre-
tion of arms, conspiracy, surveillance of the
disaffected, or non-payment of contributions —
troops, national guards, and armed mobs were
permitted or authorised to plunder, arrest
and murder peaceable cmzenf, and unoffending
‘protestants. To form any idea of the nature
and extent of this shameful persecution, it will
be necessary to follow the civil and ecclesiastical
divisions of the department, and to trace a
faint outline’ of the evils that were perpetrated
and endured.

ARRONDISSEMENT OF NISMES.

St..Cesaire is so contiguous to Nismes, that the
sufferings of its inhabitants, and the murders of
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Imbert, Affourtit and-Isnard hdye been included
in the account ef the events that occurred in
that city.

Milhawd is the only-commune iA addition to
St. Cesaire, coniprehended vin the consistorial
church of. lemes This village, was subject
to visits withopt fAumber from the Miquelets *;
and all the protestants, whodad propérty, were
compelled either to pay enormous sums, or
submit repeatedly to pillage. One or two in-
stances will demonstrate the spirit and the
system of the persecitors.

M. Teulon, the, proprietor of a large and”
modern house, and extensive premises, was
obliged with many others to become an exile;
not because he was committed by any political
act, but because it was, nnposs1ble to resist fa-
natical fury while the magistrates permitted its
ascendancy. .

On Sunday, the 16th of July, when all the
family were yet ah home, such large groups of
catholics collected around the house, that it was
necessary to shut the gates. From alarming’
and disgusting langua&e, they then proceeded
to deeds. The windows were broken, and the
gates were re-opened to appease ¢heir rage.
They were only rendered more audacious by this
concession; they threw stones at Madame Teulop
and her daughter, and threatened to kill a child
dnly seven years of age. The night was passed

* A name adopted by thc armed mobs of Frestaillons, &c.
v 2



202 PLUNDER AT MILHAUD.

in the greatest disorder,and distress. The next
day M. Teuton wrote a letter to the mayor, to
be forwarded to the sub-prefect, explanatory of
the reasons of his- departure, and fled (o Calvis-
son; where he presented himseif <o the: mayor,
wnth a copy-of this letter, and placed himself
under his sirveillance. Aﬁer twq days, during
which, Madame Teulon and her family weie
continually in danger, she took a- few articles
and set out for Nismes, leaving the property at
the mercy of a band, who were marauding at
_the distance of a guarter of a league, and who
spread terror in every.direction. The house
was plundered ; at first inconsiderably, but in
the course of fifteen days, the pillage was re-
peated five times.  All the windows were broken,
and all the valuable furniture was removed or
afterwards destroyed. In order to save the
remainder, application was made to M. Vidal,
that seals might be affixed, and guards stationed
on the premises, by the mayg« The seals were
attached ; but the mayor, M. de Chatellier, re-
fused to place any guard: on the contrary, he
appropriated to his own use, the horse of M.
‘Teulon, whose propertf he ought to have pre-
served. Fhe seals were soon broken, and on
the 26th of August, all the residue of the goods
was seized, and divided. ‘The hay and wood
which were not yet disposed of, were burned
with all the deliberateness of confirmed villany }
and what is scarcely credible, the furies took up
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the corpse of a child* which was buried i the
garden, and dragged it réund the flames.

The Corps*de Ga¥de was ,near, aid. the pa-
troles weit their rourds;.buf théy neither’ at-
tempted to check the eonflagration, nor even
to approach the sqene: . The trees,in the garden
were felled; the balconies and the ralling of
the staircase torn away; and on the following day,
(Sunday), at noon, the windows, which the fire
had not consumed, were carried off. | ‘Fwo days
after, a memorial of these facts was presented
to the prefect, M. D’Arbaud Jouques, and he
was requested to give ofders for the preservation
of the vintage, as it was the known design-of
the catholics to gather the harvest, and destroy
the vines, The prefect took no measures to
prevent this devastation, and M. Teulon was
obliged to sell immediately, for 83500 francs,.,
avirtage, which the purchaser instantly resold
for 9000. In the month of September, M. Teu-
lon, jun. obtaine®®authority, to search several
houses for the stolen property, in company with
the gendarmes and the mayor. In spite of the
order of the commissary-general of police, the
mayor refused to accompany them, dnd though
the property was found, the populaee rose in
such numbers, and with such fury, that the
search was abandoned, and it.was with great
difficulty M. Teulon escaped with his life. For
some days following, the pcople gratified their
vengeance, by pulling down the staircases, the
chimnies, the inner walls, the roofs, and ali.

u s
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that the fire hacf.sparede Such was their cffron-
tery, that Phillippe, one. of thé most active of
the depredators, sold publicly, 4 dining-table,
made of the’ doors and wmdow frames, which
he had stolen. THe wife of Roque, another of
the bandittl, boasted that she had obtained from
the house, all the furniture of ler apartment,
except 2 sofa, and intreated her cousin o in-
dulge her with that article, out of the 'spoils
which had, fallen té her share. Finally the
gates of the coach house and stables werc taken
by the national gliards to the guard house, to
be burnt, or otherwise applied to their own usc.

These and: a multitude of similar facts, have
all been attested and communicated to the
procureur-general in memorials, from which this
account is extracted. The premises were still
-in ruins when I was at Milhaud.

M. Picherol, another protestant, took the
precaution to deposit his mast valuable effects
with a catholic neighbaur { the house of this
catholic was assailed, and though all his pro-
perty was respected, that of M. Picherol was
separated, seized, and destroyed.

The house of M. Dumas, near the village,
‘had been often subjected to contribution and
robbery, and at last was abandomed; a few
articles of furniture of little value, only being
left. A detachment of depredators thought
proper to settle there, as if intrusted with the
care of the place. After a short residence, they
pfesented to M. Dumas, (who alone of all the
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family, remained at Njsmes), a charge of
1500 francs, for guardin}g’ his property ; a charge
which he was- obliged to pay, to prevent the
premises from being set on fire. ¢

On the 20tlt df Augus}, a party of the Mique-
lets arrived at Milhaud in the night. ¢ The same
mayor, De Chatelﬁer, gave them 200 francs, and
promised to send them 400 tq Nismes on the fol-
lowing day. On their approach, M. Hermet, a
tailor, fled with his wife and an infant in arms.
They had proceeded some distance,"when they
recollected that theéy had np clothes for the
babe, and the hushand returned, hoping to
secure some articles before the plunderers
arrived, and to rejoin his wife and child. Alas!
they were to meet no more! He was too late;
the wretches, who were already in the street,
surrounded him, and swore® they would kill
him. One of the party, however, declared that’
he was not the Hermet, whom they had in-
tended to destroy® ¢ Is he a protestant?”’ they
exclaimed; he acknowledged that he was a pro-
testant ; ¢ Good,” said they, « that is enough ;”
and he was instantly murdered. The mayor
ordered the door of his house to be forced, and
the corpse of the husband and fathes was thrown
within. The proces verbal of this atrocity was
deposited with the authorities of Nismes, and
the names of the criminals were given; but
they have neither been punished nor prosecuted.
By the side of the dead body, the mayor paid
the 400 francs, which, with the 200 francs

U 4
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already paid, wgre entirely levied on the pro-
scribed protestants of Milhaud.

- The consistorial cliurch of Vauvert, comprising
the captons of that name, and St. Gilles, was
exposed to the ﬂa.me kind of' spoliation. At
Vauvert, a commune of 8000 inhabitants, of
whem 2800 ‘are protestants,” employed in the
vineyards and distilleries, the frequent visits of
the soi-disant national guards, or royal Miquelets,
sent by the prefect, or acting without authority,
occasioned great oppression. Under pretence
of a second and third dlsarmmg, they levied
arbltrary' contnbutlons,. ‘and, in detached situ-
ations, the proprietors were ruined. In the
‘canton of Vauvert alone, 80,000 francs were
exacted.

In the cothmunes of Beauvoisin and Generac,
almost entirely." protestant, similar excesses
"were committed by a handfill of licentious men,
under the eye of the catholic mayor, and to the
cries of ¢ Vive le Roi.”” At {*margues, fourteen
or twenty families experienced the greatest
terror; and to preserve their lives, those who had
property were obliged to fly, and leave their
homes to bg devastated. Excited by the mayor
andthesecretary of the commune, mobsfrequently
collected, and declared that no Calyinist should
exist there. The houses of M.M. Lamy, Allut,
Mourier, and Vincent Negre, were pillaged or
burnt. M. Noguier only preserved his property
by paying the mayor 4200 francs, which he
demanded in advance.
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St. Gilles was the scene, of thd most unblush-
ing villany. The protestants, the most wealthy
part of the population, werg: disarmed *and
placed at the mercy of theix enyioud neighbours.
Under pretende *of searching for arms, a band
of the royal Miquelets gntered the Jotise of the
widow Adriane, dealer in.yarn and cheese; they
presented a pistol te her daughter, and insisted
on money; Mademoiselle Adriane protested
against their violence, as <ontrary to the will
and the law of his majesty ; but seeing 2 mob of
men, women, and children around the Rouse,
ready for every crime, she gave them 400 francs.
The mayor passed through the cgowds and in-
quired their object, laughed, and walked away
without offering the young woman the slightest
protection. Three days after, another party
went to the same widow, professedly to hire
some empty sacks for the conveyance of corn,
They obtained 24 sacks, and Mademoiselle
Adriane was further compe]led to give each of
the party 25 francs, which they claimed as the
same proportion which each of their comradeshad
received out of the 400 francs. The 24 sacks
they took to another protestant, Madame'Ja-
laquier, filled them with her grain, and then
plundered both her dwelling house, and her
farm. Another detachment attacked Madame
Portier, a retailer of vegetables, and insisted on
300 francs: her refusal made them funous;
she cried for help; the mayor was ina hoube
adjoining the scene, and he was appealed to for
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assistance. “ Gdod waman,” said he,  you mus
arrange with these men, givethem half the sum;*
and then turning to the people, *“ be contented
with 150 frahcs, and retire,” said he, « and do
not occasion any morg scanddl.” Tl money
was prodacegd ; and the maypr and 1he robbers
walked away, leaving the poor woman in tears.
This fact was attested by.M. Cavalier, at that
time procureur du RO at Nismes; but ‘no ju-
dicial proceedings have followed. The houses
of M. M. Guinard, Peyron, Esttve, &c. werc
also pillaged, andathat of M. Fabrégues was set
on fire, but happily the flames were cxtinguished.

These crimes were perpetrated in a commune
of 8000 irhabitants, where the mayor had at
his disposal, a national guard of several hun-
dred men, organised by+his own orders.

. The consistorial churches of Calvisson and
Aiguevives, comprising tweny-one rural com-
munes, were continually infested by predatory
bands of catholicy, under $ie name of royal
Miquelets and national guards. The villagers,
principally protestants, were charged with being
traitors and Buonapartists ; while they were
only anxidus to cultivate their fields, and
attend their temples.

The inhabitants of Aiguevives were- on the
point of suffering military execution, as rebels,
for endeavouring to preserve their property
and their vines from nocturnal assaults and the
fury of a licentious rabble; and the official
journal even announced, that they had raised the
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standard of revolt. 'The truth %as proclaimed
by no doubtful nuthonty The commissary,
sent into the district called Vaunage, published
the followifig statement ¢ —, . ¢

« Ten tommures of the Vaunage have con-
tributed 5000 francs for, the equipment of five
gendarmes. Tiese communes deserve to be
mentmned for theirszeal andatheir forwardness
to surreénder all their arms® They are Calvisson,
Congenies, St. Cosmes, Nage, Vergeze, Bois-
siere, Soulorgues, Langlade, St. Dionisy, Ca-
veirac, Clarensac, Matvgjols.  These sums were
voted at a public moeting, held by the mayors, at
Calvisson, on the 28th of July. , The com-
mune of Gaillargues has” contributed 1000
francs, Codognan 500, and Mus 230 May their
example be followed by all the communes of the
department ! !

* The commune of Aiguevives has never
raised the standard of revolt; on the contrary,
the white flag has‘.'aved there since the 17th of
July. This commune was never rebellious ; it
was a misunderstanding which led some per-
sons to fire on the royal troops, alarmed at the -
unseasonableness of their arrival (they arrived in
the night) ; independently of this circumstance,
there would not have been the slightest resist-
ance ; sincc the next day, 1, alone, disarmed thg
whole village. *

(Signed) ¢« Corp.”*

* In the churches of Calvisson and Aiguevives there are
six pastors, and five of them reside in the communes so
honourably mentioned by the commissioner.
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This docunpent is the more important as this
district was more calumniated and oppressed
than almost any other; and held up to France,
both in the, offictal jourral, and in the proclama-
tion of the prefect (cited ina former chapter),
as in a state of insurrection agamst Louis XVIII.

It would be fatiguing to ead the lists of
thefts, arrests, and violences which occuired
during many monthks. A few specimens of
oppression may be quoted. In the commune of
Mous, containing only GO0 inhabitants, four-
fifthe of whom are protestants, two persons,
authorised by the mayor,, exacted from this
small number of individuals the sum of 2750
francs.  °*

When the duke d’Angouléme was capected
at MontpeHlier in November 1815, the inhabt-
tants of Aiguevives, nine-tenths of whom we
protestants, prcpared, at considerable expence,
a triumphal arch, and placed it on the grcut
road, opposite the limits & their commune.
The mayor and the municipal council, attended
by great numbers of their fellow-citizens,
assembled on the same spot, to offer to the
royal traveller the homage of their confidence
and respect. In the mean time the national
guards of Aimargues arrived from Nismes, and
finding every attempt to provoke a conflict with
the unarmed protestants ineffectual, against
their exemplary patience, they destroyed the
triumphal arch, and scattered its materials over )
the road; so that the horses of the prince

17
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trampled and the wheels of his cagriage crushed,
the ruins of an humble ‘tnonunient, sponta-
neously constructed by his supposed enemies,
and demolished by his pretended and exclusive
friends. 'The peppleof Alguevwes still remained
to present their personal fespect, and had the
gencrosity to refrain from minglings with their
feligitations any” complaints to his royal high-
ness, of the outrages'they pac just experienced
from men armed by the civil authority, and
professedly devoted to his sefvice.

On the same occasiop, the protestants of Cal-
wisson were treated still more ¢ruelly. In ‘that
town the mayor prohibited them the practice of
singing the psalms ordinarily used 4n the tem.
ple, that the catholics might not be offended or
Jisturbed. .

Sommicres, distant dbout 10 miles from
Ner ., gives its name to a canton, and also
t¢ +on stonal caurch, comprising the ¢anton
or St. Mamcen, and 27 raral communes, nearly
ihe whole of which suffered in the persecutions.

trom the period of the return of the royal
faeily in 1815, the songs, insults, and depreda-
tious of 1814 were rccommenced. Between
the 14th and 17th of July, the plots that had
becn formed were put in execution. ‘M. Granier
was wounded by a musket-shot in the leg.
M. M. Alaric, Vincent, and Jourdan, were also
wounded. Delon was stabbed in the thigh with
a bayonet ; and Pinchinat run through the body
with a sword, by a drummer of the national
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guard. Withgut authority or reason the p
testants were %all disarmed ; the white cockade.
were torn from their.persons; and the white

flag, which floated on thelr temple, was insulted.
The house ‘of M. Jalaguler was, robbed on the
25th, of two pxeccs of wine, and all his furni-
ture was'either stolen or dcmohshe(l

On the 6th of August the catholics made a
splendid processivn through the town, which
continued till the evening, and was succeeded
by the plunder of*the protestants. Amoug a
great number of houses, those of M. Boisson,
newocnant and M. Jaillard (who escaped death
by chmbmg the roof of'his house), were entirely
pillaged, and the wrecks of their property re-
duced to ashes, amidst shouts of ¢ Vive le
Roi.” The most zealous agents belonged to the
national guard,, and their wives and children
assisted them to convey away their spoils.
Other protestants were necessitated to pay the
sums demanded, as the pncc of life. The wife
of Nicholas, a poor wheel-wiight, who had fled,
paid 45 francs, which she could only raise by
borrowing them of a neighbour. Several of the
inhabitants met at the communal-hall, and, to
secure the’public tranquillity, proposed ¢ that
the protesthnts, according to their numbers,
should be enrolled in the national guard.” The
commandant of the place positively declared,
that ‘¢ they could not be admitted,”

On the 9th the country-house of M. Meste
was attacked, and himself laid under eontribu-
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tion. The premises of M. Ca,usqe were also
invaded, with the intentioh to commit murder.
Several shots were directed at him; but he
escaped ope kind of death by eucountermg
another, and by throwing hirself from the top of
a very lngh wall. M. Mbste was agajn visited
by men with drawne sabres ; they démanded his
head; an old servant, who was among the
assassins, interfered ;" and his life was granted,
on the condition that he gave them 15 louis.
"The eputy mayor of a neighbouring, commune
was in this company., and, that a regular parti-
tion of the booty mlight 'be made, he exchanged
the 15 louis for silver money. Between the
20th and 25th, 40 protestants, intimidated, sub-
mitted to forced contributions. On the 27th
M. Griolet, M. Fludier, and several other
protestants, were arrested, beaten, and dragged
to prison. had

On the arrival of the foreign troops, at Som-
mieres, the pretepded search for arms was
rcsumed ; those who did not possess muskets
were even compelled to buy them on purpose
to surrender. Soldiers were quartered on them,
at six francs per day, till they produced the
articles in demand ; that is, till they furnished
weapons .to their enemies. The protestant
temple, which had been closed, was converted
into barracks for the Austrians; and on this
occasion, the catholics destroyed a great part of
the interior, and injured the family of the Con-
cierge, who endeavoured to oppose their inde-
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cencies in the pulpit, and in tife sacristy. The
Miquelets returning from Montpellier, as has
been mentioned, comnritted also shameful out-
rages. This occurred op the 2d of Seytember ;
and from that period, scarcely,a day passed
without agrests — bredking of windoys—forcing
of doors—nécturnal visits, and spoliation. I shall
select only one fact from a myltitude. An in?
dividual of the name of Montpellerien, sent to
inform M. Bonnafet, an excecllent and respect-
able protestant, that if, in the cpurse of the
day, he did not receive from him 39 louis, or
a given quantity °of corn, his house should be
rased. M. Bonnafet, in terror, applied to the
tputy maydr, who persuaded him to give 200
fiancs as a composition ; and he accordingly
paid this sum, in the presence of the deputy, and
M. Vidal, who is a member of the municipal
council. »

Divine service had been suspended for six
months. The templc was re-ppened at Christ-
mas, and public‘ worship celcbrated on the
morning of the 24th of December. In order
to prevent any accident, the pastor requested
the Concierge to cxamine the belfry, previous
to the ringing of the bell ; he discavered that
some persons had carried off the clapper. As
the hour of service approached, a number of
men, women, %nd children collected at the house
of M. Ribat, pastor and president of the con-
sistory, and threatened to prevent the worship.
At the appointed time, M. Ribot proceeded
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towards the temple; Jhe ,was shrrounded ; the
most savage sheuts were raised against lnm ;
some of the women seized' him by the collar ;
but nothing could disturb his firmngss, or excite
him to impaticnce.  The goud minister entered
the house of prayer; ascended the pulpit;
stones entered the windows, and tell among the
worshippers ; the eangregation remained calm
and attentive ; the religiohs excreises continued,
and were concluded amidst noise, threats, and
outrage.  O.: retiring, many of the protestants
were attacned, and would have been Killed,
had not the chasseurs in garrison honorably
and zealously protected them.  These facts
are selected from the original of the proces
verbal, in which the events ave rather mitigated
than deseribed. The same (hy M. Bonnafet,
nearly 8O vears of age, whosé life was exem-
plary, a /vulous protestant, and a member of the
consistory, was arrested on the report of two
hase calumniators,*taken to Nismes, and thrown
into prison, where several others shared his
caplivity.  Even the premises of M. Ribot, the
pastor, were not respected; they ravaged his
garden, and filled his well. -

Under ail these calamities accumulated on
the protestants, professedly for their disloyalty
and bad conduct, it was somc consolation to
them, and will afford satisfuction to others, to
read the following notes, addressed to M. Ribot,
pastor and president ot the consistory :
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‘o . « January 0, 1816.

<« It is necessary, .Su, that all good men, who
believe in God, unite to obtain the punishment
of the absatsnm, brigands, and diswarbers of
public tranquillitys T am informed that you
have recéived instructions from government to
this cffect ; and that you infend to read them
publicly.  You will oblige me by giving me 1hie
best information ; and by belicving in  the
esteem I feel for you, as a minister, who has
always made the pardon of injuries the subject
of’ his preaching.

(Signed) « Marqur. v MoNTLORD.”

« January 2, 1816.

I deeply lament the prejudices of the cu
tholics against the protestants, who, they pretend,
do not love the king. Continuc to act as you
have hitherto done, and time and your conduct
will convince the catholics of the contrary.
Should any tumulf occur, sinfilar to the aftair of
Saturday last, inform me. I preserve my re-
ports of thesc acts; and if the agitators prove
incorrigible, and forget what they owe to the
best of kings and the charter, I will do my duty
and infornrthe government of their proceedings.
Adicu, my dear Sir; assure the consistory of
any esteem, and of the sensc I entertain of the
moderation with which they have met the pro-
vocations of the cvil-disposed at Sommicres. 1
have the honour to salute you with respect.

« SuvaAL pDE LaAINE,
¢ Captain of the Chasscurs d’ Angouléme.’
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This state of things lasted, with little abate-
ment, till the 20th of Jynuary, 1816, when
the service commemorative of the death of
Louis XVI. was observeds A procession was
then formed, and the nativnal guards, who com-
posed the &ortége, fired at the white flag which
was suspended® from the windows of the pro-
testants, and the dagewas finished by the plunder
ot their houses. At a still later period Alex.
Puris, M. Jalaguier, and others werg arrested,
without even the forn} of a warrant, or the sem-
blance of authority. e .

The commune Anjargues was  particularly
{raitful in intolerance and injusticoe  From the
middle of July persecution was violent and un-
disguised. M. Job. Rebonl, a mewmber of the
consistory, and M. Datien, were among the
first victims, and were obliged to purchase mo-
mentary repose by the sacrifice of’ a large quan-
tity of wine.” On the 6th of August, M. Paul
Reboul and his son werg dragged to Sommieres
betore the military commandant, and for some
time detained in prison. A gencral levy was
made on the protestants on the 30th of the
same month. M. Job. Reboul paid 200 francs ;
M. Damicn, besides having his olive-trees de-
stroyed, was obliged to give 100 francs. The
catholics were on the point of cutting the throat
of Madame d’Antoine, and setting fire to the
granarics of her husband, who had emigrated.
A considerable number of sheep were taken
from Louis Monier. The premises of M. Pierre

x 2



308 (RIMFES OF ANJARGUES.

Gregoire, a dis#iller, were broken open ; his stilf

as rendered useless 5 his wine-and other cftects
were taken away 3 and his son, who had already
lost a leg, wasshot. In®the month of ‘November
his distillery was again ravagetl,®and his apart-
ments weie stripped of their furniture ; two tuns
of wine were also taken from the cellar. On
the same night Dawvid Gregoire, a manutacturer
of brandy, was visited'; his copper and ntensils
were deqtroyed and four tuns of wine were
staved.  "The two brothers were thrown into
prison ; and when they Succeeded in cffeeting
their escape, their wives were seized and placed
in confinemgnt in their stead.  Three brothers,
of the name of Crouzet, inhabiting different
communes,, met one Sunday at their clder
brother’s house, in Anjargues ;  while they
were at dinner, ltlwy were arrested, carned fo
\hsmes, and for a long time detained in prison
as felons. .

A pistol was discharged at ¥rancis Paul, who.
to preserve his life, pand his assassins 100 tranes.
He, and David Gregoire and his son, were
obliged to abandon their families and aftairs,
though tltey had ever been loyal to the govern-
ment, and forward to pay all their taxes. T'he
farm of M. Alberte was overrun, the trees cut
down, and cven the fish-ponds emptied ; and in
general, the vines, and especially the olive-trees
of the protestants in this commune were entirely
destroyed.

In the commune of Fontanes, from the entry
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of the king in 1815, the catlielics broke all
terms with the pretestants ; by day they insulted
them, and in the night they broke open their
doors, or fnarked thcm with chalk;"to be plun-
dered or *burntt * Their field$ were laid waste,
and their harvests g_,athe,rcd In the &rly part
August, M. Colomb, jun. was obliged to
.1lmudon his home, 40 avoide being massacred.
M. Colomb, senr., was 8lso threatened with
death if he did not give up his son ; and that
he might save his life and prevent the destruc-
tion ot his house, he sfcgificed 324 francs, which
was all the moncy *he possessed.  Sangene, a
Garde Champétre, was one of thg brigands,
and though appointed by government to protect
the property of the public, he fijed at the
«ctvant o’ M. Colomb, ter ende.a\ ouring to de-
fend  that o his master.  Irangois Peyre,
brother to the mayor, weut to Dame Gebelin,
whose hushband had fled, and told her, that if
i the course of thenty-four hours she did not
fun pish him with 100 francs, her house should be
burnt.  The concealmen® of her husband was
discovered. sehelin was menaced with  the
<ame alternative.  Terrificd, he sent to the
mayor, {o say, that as he had not so much
money, he would give the value in produce.
‘The mayor persuaded his brother to accept thiy
offer ; and, accordingly, Gebelin delivered
considerable quantity of saufoin, and 40 fiancs
m mouey, in the presence of several witnesses.
August the 23d, at 1 o’clqck in the morning,
NS
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eighty men, atmed,, entered the dwelling of
Pierre Combe, one of the most peaceable of
men, under the pretence of authority to arrest
him, and theeatcned to burn his dwelling ; his
wife at last succeeded,in averting bloodshed and
eonflagration by the sacrifice of 100 francs.
On the fite of St. Louis the protestants of this
commune were obliged to firrnish money for che
festivities and orgies df their enemies.

St. Mamert is the«chief commune of the canton
of that naine; and two-thirds of its population
proflss the reformed religion. Before they were
disarmed and overrun. by sbanditti, they were
able to restrain the violence of the catholic
minority, and preserve public tranquillity. This
state of thmws did not, however, long continue,
and they were involved.in the calamity common
to their brethren.

In the beginning of August the Miquelets from
Nismes and Fons made their appearance in consi-
derable numbers. By the ordes of the mayor they
were quartered excluswely on the protestants ;
and he even aided them in assessing their hosts at
the point of the sword. Four hundred franes were
given under his directions, by two protestants,
M. M. Cabanis and Germain.  When the house
of M. Roquette was broken open, among other
objects, his horse was seized ; he purchased it of’
the person whe had appropriated it ; and the
day after he had paid the moncy, it was retaken
and never restored. The death of M. Gaussen
was loudly demanded, and his residence be-

7
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sieged ; happily he had .fled. “*Even Madame
Gaussen was ignorant of the place of his con-
cealment, or the dircction of his flight ; but she
was threatencd with being, herself’shot, unless
her husband was*produced. °*There was but one
alternative, and it was gdopted. All the money
that she possessecf, or could borrow, was pre-
sefited ; and in their greediness for gold, the
persccutors forgot their thirst of blood. Terror
and distress confined the protestants to their
homes, where they waited in awful suspense the
capricious movcments, of fapatical fury; the
reports of fire-arms; and the sanguinary vocifer-
ations of the populace, alone brokg the dismal
silence.

St. Mamert was repeatedly visited by kindred
bands. One night, about 11 o’clock, 100 men
entered the place, beating the générale, and,
announcing a Calvinist massacre; and in the
morning they were reinforced from the head-
quarters at Nisnfes. The inhabitants were wan-
tonly and barbarously‘attacked ; Louis Cabanis
and Etienne Dumas were shot —both irre-
proachable as citizens, but guilty of heresy.
M. Soubeiran escaped by climbing from roof to
roof’; his brother and D. Peyre, by wandering
in thefields. No protection was oflfered by the
catholics to their fellow.citizens ; on the con-
trary, they seemed rather to applaud than con-
demn the conduct of the Miquelets.

'The protestants attempted to unite with
the catholics in celebrating the return of

X 4
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Louis X VIIIL. ¢h the féte of the 3d of Septem-
ber; but they were repulsed and pursued, and
were doomed to commemorate the restoration
of the descehdants of Henry 1V, by barricading
their houses, and spereting* their property.
“ 4 bas les Grilleurs, noys ne *coulon.s plus de pro-
testans ; il faul en coir la_fin,” were the ominous
cxpressions of an atfected and exclusive loyalty.
« ] must kill a dozen*to my share,” cxclaimed
onc; ¢« Show me the hereties I am to kill,”
cried Rogér, a Nismois, whe, with a sabre in
his hand, and a paiv of pistols in his girdle, ex-
cited the pious zcal of the friends of the altar
and the thyone. ke must die before Sun-
day,” declared a third, pointing to the house of
the respectable M. Gaussen, who, during five
months, was separated from his family, and in
danger of his life. Around their bonfire the
most horrid songs, and the well-known chorus,
animated the dance ; and the festival was con-
cluded by a f‘arand,ole, in whtch, accompanied
by some of the municipal authorities, the people
proceeded to the premises of M. Dumas, de-
stroyed his vintage, and rooted up bis vings.
Similar erimes and persecutions afHlicted the
communes of Combas, Crespian, and Montmiral.
‘The houses of the Sieurs Locke, Brune, Dide,
Glaude Bressac, I'rancois Bressae, Clement,
and of the Widow Blanc, were violently entered,
tired into, plundered, and occupied at discretion.
Most of the men having fled, their wives were
eaposed fo menaces and extortions, to which
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they quietly submitted,*in order %o prevent the
destruction of all stheir property.  Some of the
fugitives were secure ; others weye arrested, and,
after long ‘coufincment *and ruinous expence,
declared ihnoceht: Othems, ds innocent, were
still more ulrfortuna.te. Among thege %as Lau-
rent Compan : he was pursucd, and murdered
in his own fields, amd eighte hundred {francs,
which ke had taken with him, became the spoil
of" his assassins. . .

A Montmiral, as lately as the 24th of J une,
1816, the protestants were attagked, beaten, and
imprisoned, for darinyy toobscerve the féte of the
return of a king who had sworn to preserve re-
ligious liberty, and to muintain the charter.

The catholics of the communc of Fygns formed
tacmselves into a soé-disun national guard ; and,
under that civie name, sct at dehance all the
obligations of law, justice, and humanity. | The
senvant of M. Salle, factor, of Nismes, was con-
veying to Mende, &n his own agcount, tour hogs-
heads of wine. The waggon was stopped, and
e wine taken by these national guards to a
post established in the centre of the commune,
and there licentiously distributed ant diank.
Six hogsheads, bought by the same petson, werc
also seized 3 and one was carried to St. Ma-
mert, and divided among the robbers. On the*
same 1oute is an i, called * Les Raraques de
ionn,” Lept by M. Brun, a profestant, .\ puty
ot the marauders, one night surrounded the
house, and 1equested  refieshment ; but na
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sooner were tkey admitted than they demanded
10,000 trancs, or the life of their landlord. Brun
escaped, and his wife flew to the window to call
to her sucéour a cathelic tenant. Her efforts
were useless ; her neighbour ‘paid no' attention
to her cries,; and, as she was retiriig, a musket-
ball picerced the shutter, passed close by her
head, and enteredthe wall..  Finding herself en-
tirely in the power, ‘and at the mercy of mur-
derers, she purchased her life by the sacrifice of
all the money she had in the house, amounting
to ¢100 francs, or 100/. 8terling.

The commune of St Beausely was the prey of
the same optrages.  They commenced in July,
and, among others, M. Dupont was then
robbed of 100 francs, his watch, valuables, and
a quantity of cotton, linen, and other articles of
merchandise.  During the month of August the
persccution was dreadful. A party, headed
by Montncllenen, of Nismes, went to the
mayor, M. Moutet, a protcStant not yet dis-
placed, and insisted on 1500 francs. The mayor,
to prevent mischief, made a collection among
the protestants, and gave them the amount. A
few days-after, another party appeared, and an-
nounced their orders to depose the mayor, and
to substitute Jean Guerin, one of their num-

sber. «They commanded M. Moutet to deliver
up his books and papers, and, on pain of instant
death, to produce the sum of 10,000 francs.
The mayor escaped by leaping out of the win-
dow ; and his mother saved her life by giving,
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at the point ot’ the bayenct, all %he moncy that
was in her posscssion. I‘lley then put the vil-
lage under (,ontnbutwn, and .plundued many
ot the inhabitants. I'remn Picrre Mabrac they
took his ltnen @nd apparel, tlrat of his wife, and
even their stock of proyisions ; ang tRen broke
the furniture, apd threw it into the street. The
hotises of Saurin, Martin, lsaie, Antoine, and
Dupont were successively’plundered. The son
of Dupont was deprived of +675 francs, besides
linen, jewellery, &c.  The wives of those men
who had emigrated wepe shagnefully insulted.
Such was the inanguration of the new mayor.
Under him these scenes were oftep repeated ;
he had neither the character nor the qualifi-
cations necessary to this oflice ; but, he had re-
placed ¥. Moutet, a rick proprictor, whose fault
it was that, by principle, he was a protestant, In
the November following the soi disant national
guards of Fons came to St. Beauzely to suuch
for some swords, and [ox threg or four muskets,
said to be concealed. * The inhabitants were
obliged to lodge them, and pay them six franes
per day; and when the arms could not be
tound, they levied contributions, and tleparted.
The commuue of Gyjans, situattd on the
direct road for the Cevennes, afforded the re-
fugees from Nisines a temporary asylum in theip
flight. A report was immediately spread that
seditious assemblies were collected in the village,
and an armed force was sent there, under the
command of M. Bernis, which abandoned itself
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to cvery kind' of excess. M. Vincent, the
pastor, was compelled to flee, and his wife not
only to disburse all the cash in her possession,
but cven toe borrow, to satisfy their rapacity.
After having paid the ransom'of' her husband’s
horse, whticly they found in the stable, they de-
manded the saddle and bridle, and, pointing a
musket at her breaet, threat sned her life, if they
were not immediately produced.  The: horse
was taken away onesgnarter of an hour after the
payment of the stipulated ransom.  The Sieur
Gor}", mayor of the commune, was treated yet
morce batbarously.  He awas made responsible tor
the hospitality of his tellow-citizens 5 was robbed
ol"all the money, linen, and portable property
that was found in his apartments; wa. fre-
quently in daunger of his life; and, at lougth,
was tied to the tail ot his own horse, which was
mounted by one of the brigands ; and, amidst
the reiterated cries of savages demanding his
tmmediate execution, was drigged to Nismes.
This commnunce suffered, eight or ten different
invasions.  Several times Madame Vineent was
subjected to exactions.  On onc occasion Ma-
dame Angelras  was ncar being killed, and
only escaped by the musket-ball, which was de-
signed for her, striking the lock of' the door.
The new authorities uniformly left the protest-
ants withont protection or redress.

At Parignargues, the disorders were as alarm-
g and vppressive as at Gajans,

In the end of Julv, armed wmen established
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themselves in the commune, an® without the
slightest opposition from the authorities, levied
sums at discretion on the protes'tcmt population.
Tarisson, Valette, Soulier, Sabatery, Bouvely,
Therou and Druguieres,”, were all compelled
to gratify the most extortjonate demgnds.  Bru-
guicres was evey forced, with the privity of the
mavor, to carry a hagshead of wine to a post
of sni disant Royal troops;) at the entrance of
Nismes. .

In August this persccution was renewed. l'n e
different  invasions, exhausted the resources,
and distracted the spiries of the people. In
September, a party headed by a schoolmaster,
requuired Sabatery, a protestant, to act as their
assessor, and accompany them while, they went
to 10b his brethren; in case ot 1efusal they
Jdeaouneed vengeance. The monoy of the
protesiants did not satisty the intruders, but
they were condemned to furnish prmxslom for
their oppressors, *who had possession of the
Conimunal  Hotel.  'Thé national guards, who
a~ isted of the installation of a new assistant,

deputy-mavor, on the 12th of November,
shamefully interrupted the protestant worship.
The worshippers, as they arrived, sew muskets
and bayonets placed at their breasts.  During
divine service, the balls whizzed over their heads,*
and entered the roof and the walls of then
temple, and amidst their prayers and praises,
were heard the horrid and discordant sounds of’
< Sarre les Grillewrs,” (Kl the protestants ;)
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« Vive le Roi”" 'The same events occurred as at
St. Mamert, on the féte of ‘the return of the
King.

The protestants of tl.e commune of Montpezat
were not more ‘tranquil thdn thosé in other
parts of the same canton; but as the details of
their vexations are similar, an/l too numerous
to record, the crse of ore individual only is
selected.

M. Compan, the farmer of a considerable
domain, was so cruelly persecuted, that for a
long time, he could not'venture to sleep in his
own house, and was frequently obliged to pass
whole nights in wandering from place to place.
At length he made the experiment ; he was
immediately attacked, and had only time to
save himself by gainirg the roof, where he lay
extended till the return of day favoured his |
escape. By these sufferings, and by constant vi-
gilance, he avoided assassination ; but the hatred
of the catholics was so invéterate, that in the
summer of the followig year, (1810), they set
fire to his threshing floor, and consumed stachs
containing many thousand bushels of the finest
grain,  *

In the canton of St. Mamert, and throughout
the arrondissement of Nismes, almost every pro-
testant who held office was di~placed, and there
was not one of whatever rank or reputation, but
was disarmed. Mayors were appointed who
had neither talent, property, nor character; and
adjuncts who could neither read nor write.
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‘The Gardes Champétres, named%by the muni-
cipality, were themselves members. Men who
paid no taxes, levied the contrxbutlons; and
those who had nothing %o lgse, ‘and &very thing
to gain by* disortler, compqsed catirely the pub-
lic force, and were the persons selectedeto main-
tain tranquillity,

ARRONDISSEMENT OF UZES.

Immediately after the restoratioh of the
Bourbons in 1814, a party wag formed at Uzes,
professedly for the -support of religion and
loyalty ; but really inspired by the most mean
and hateful passions. Some of the leaders of
this party were of the old privileged orders —
most of them had scerved, the emperor N‘ll)OlC()ll

— and several had signalised tliemselves in the
revolutionary committee, and even added to
their family name, that of' the infamous Marat.
The persecution and the ruin of the protestants
was a prominent part of the plan of these asso-
ciates. They calculated on the acquisition of
their property, and the usurpation of their in-
fluence; and on the recommendation which
their success would form to a family,-which had
been formerly closely connected with ¢ the
friends of the altar and the throne.” .

They began their operations by calumni-
ating them as tactious Bonapartists; and that
the powerful lever of religious fanaticism
might be also at their command, they excited
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against themthe prejadices of the catholic
populace. "There was no longer cither security
or tranquillity for protestants, however liberal
or loyal; but they were constantly exposed to
the insults and menaces of ¢ the people,” em-
boldened by the silence and inaetion of the
magistrates. The declaration of Louis XVIII.
was despised ; and ¢ pointede Constitution,” was
placarded in the strects, and in the Cafés. The
council general «of the commune publicly
expressed by resolutions its opposition to the
charter; and at a féte, or rather an orgie, sum-
moned for the purpose, a«copy of the compact
between the king and the nation was solemnly
burnt.

The return of Napoleon, and the flight of
Louis, suspended the progress of the persecution.
All at once, the fanatics and their leaders, re-
tired behind the scenes, and the local authorities
becamec alarmed for the consequences which
their misconduct might now yaroduce. When Ge-
neral Gilly marched through Uzes, on his way to
Pont St. Esprit, he calmed the public feeling,
and four gendarmes were found suflicient o
preserve social order in the town. But in the
end of June 1815, the agitation recommenced
with increased violence; ¢ the people” were
sagain in motion, and again excited and directed
by the same individuals.  Nightly mcetings
were held at a house called La Perine, situated
outside the town, and the principal catholics
and their agents, men capable of cvery crime,
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discussed and adopted «the plan&to be pursued.
A committee was also organized, and publicly
sanctioned by the municipality.

The news of the battle of Wateutoo was the
signal for actiens On the 2d of July, a pro-
cession was formed, an_d the whife *flag was
hoisted, though, th& national colours were still
acknowledged throughout the Gard, and the
neighbouring departments.® The white flag was
not raised at Nismes till the 16th.

The lcaders immediately seized the power,
and established the rogal,goverpment ; not with
dignity and respect; but with the utmost in-
decency and disorder. The existing authorities
ceded their places without resistance, to in-
dividuals unworthy, and self-appointed. ‘The
protestants, composing a part of the national
guard, did not attempt any defence of the na-
tional colours; but on the contrary, evinced a
disposition to range themselves under the new
standard. Concilmtion was yseless ; they were
repulsed, and threats of imprisonment and death
compelled some to seclude themselves in their
houses, and others to flee into the neighbouring
communcs. Agents were sent expressethe same
day into the catholic districts, and-as far as
Provence, to circulate reports of the destruction
of the churches, and the murder of the priests-
by the protestants, and to demand assistance.
Crowds of villagers arrived the next morning,
armed with sabres, guns, forks, and hatchets ;
and uniting with the city mob, they spread
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themselves in the principal quarters of the town,
mingling sanguinary vociferations with shouts
of « Vive le Roi.” Thcy were divided into com-
panies by a permanent commxttee, and suffered
to mdu]ge the greatest licentiousness, and to ex-
ercise an arbitrary controul. With ‘the protest-
ants they lodged at discretion, and were author-
ised to require, da.ly, six of ten franes.. Under
pretence of raising a fund for the support of this
self-formed militia,“the protestants werc further
taxed in the most capricious manner; and the
armed men, already quartered on them, were em-
ployed to enforce the payment. The committee
only replied, by sneers and threats, to the com-
plaints that were made of the vexations, and pro-
digality of. the soldiery.

In the meantime air alarm reached the Gar-
donnenque, that the catholies, who were pouring
into Uzés, had prepared a general massacre.
The peasants flew to arms; abandoned their
fields and vineyzrds, and assembled at Arpail-
largues, in order to proceed to the relief of their
persecuted brethren. Fewer in number than
the catholics, they were superior in intelligence
and in moral force; and continued injuries had
goaded them to resentment. The crisis was
dreadful ; a horrid slaughter might immediately

"take place, and ultimately, the whole south of
France become a field of carnage. The municipal
council assembled in the night, and resolved to
send deputies to Arpaillargues, with an assurance
of the retreat of the catholics from Uzés, and an
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injunction to the protestant peasa:htry, to return
peaceably to theif homes. M. Roux, pastor of
the reformed church of Uzesy was one of the
principal members, of the deputation’

The assemblage at Arbaillargues at length
agreed not to advapce beyond thate commune,
but it was on the pledge of the deputies, that
the catholics should Hot mplést the protestants,
nor trespass beyond their own line of occupa-
tion : both parties were to” wait intelligence
from Paris. ,

Having securéd the “inaction®f the protestants
of the country, the catholics of Uzés began, in
direct opposition to the conventiony to disarm
the protestants in the fown ; that on the com-
mencement of hostilities, they might not be able
to join their deliverers, but remain at the mercy
of their focs. They entered by force all the
houses they thought proper ; some were searched
several times; pegsons who had no arms were
compelled topurchase framthedssailants, muskets
or pistols, which had just been taken.from their
friends, on purposc to give them up; and even
those who had surrendered their arms, were
obliged to repurchase them, at arbitrary prices,
and immediately restore them. The Gendar-
merie was dissolved and recomposed ; that is
to say, the brigade on duty was robbed of horses,
clothes, and arms, and replaced by a body of
men, undisciplined, and unprincipled, and to

a great extent self-clected. Instead of preserv-
y 2
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ing order, or eé‘(tablishing a vigilant police, they
set the example of outrage and rapine.

In addition to all these violations of the
treaty, many individuals were personally in-
jured; and the advauced posts even fired on
three inhabitants who were returning from Ar-
paillargues, where they had been on a mission
from the mayor. “The arm of M. Boissicre was
broken, and M. Praden with difficulty preserved
his life. [Finally, though the territory of Ar-
paillargues was declared inviolable, three men
were sent to reeonnoitre the position and the
movements of the peasantry. The object of
their expedition was concealed, but their hostility
was evident. They were armed with sabres
and blunderbusses, and mounted on the horses
belonging to the gendarmerie. Two of them,
Coulon and Mouton, were arrested and con-
ductel into the village ; and the third, Nicholas,
a garde-champetre, but now raised to the com-
mand of the gemdarmerie, was recognized as
possessing the horse, arms, and accoutrements
of an ex-gendarme: he was struck by a musket
ball which produced a mortal wound.  All the
wrongs were on the side of the troops, or the
rabble of Uzés ; but the moment they received
intelligence of the death of one of their party,
‘sent to Arpaillargues in violation of a treaty,
they set out to avenge, what they called,
trcachery and murder. The chiefs were how.
ever alarmed at the firm and imposing attitude
of their antagonists; and fearing the result of
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an engagement, they*returned™to Uzés. M.
Roux, thc pastos, accompanied by M. Tessier,
the sub-prefect, who had afrived from Nismes,
went again to Arpaillargues. They found the
peasants iicreaged in numbhers, full of indignation,
and prepared to march at sun-rise op Wzes, and
decide their fatc by an appeal to arms. The
deputation, assistedsby M. Qlivier, the pastor,

represented to them the nfiseries and dangers of

civil conflict; the determination of gencral
Gilly to avoid, if it were possible, all offensive
warfare ; and the propricty of confining them-
sclves to a system of defence within their own
territory. They succeeded in galming the
agitation, and disposing all minds to patience and
tranquillity. .

After the complete establishment of the power
of the catholic royalists in the department,
M. Penarier was charged with having fired the
shot which occasioned the death of Nicholas. His
innocence is cerfain; but the juries who ac-
quitted Trestaillons, Quatretaillons, and Tru-
phémy, were capable of his condemnation. He
was executed at Nismes, and attended to the
guillotine by two of the pastors, M.M. Tachard
and Vineent. He suffered with resignation to
the will of God, and in the exercise of Christian
confidence. His wife died of chagrin, after a few
months, and his three orphan children were
chargeable to the courts, to the amount of 1200
francs, towhich their father had been condemned.

The time that intervened between the re-

Y3
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sumption of th white flag at Uzés, and the ar-
rival of the royal commissioners, was passed in
confusion and revolution. M. Robernier oc-
cupied at cnce the places of mayor and sub-
prefect. A new national guard, under the
title of royal, was organized; and M. Vogué
established himself at Uzés as inspector. Pro-
testants were unifermly excluded ; but cathoiics,
though paupers, and ‘even of’ the most infamous
character, were inetantly cnrolled. To clothe
these persons, the protestants were obliged to
give up their unjforms ; ‘and the catholics went
unblushingly into their shops, and cut from pieces
of cloth as,much as they chose for their dress,
without any payment being either offered or
demanded,

It*would require a volume to record the suf-
ferings of the inhabitants, both of the town and
the villages ; but some estimate of the statc of
terror and disorder may be formed by the
following circumstance. M. Bastide, a shop-
keeper, had been obliged to flee, and his pro-
perty was so frequently and so heavily plun-
dered, that poverty and ruin seemed inevitable,
even if life were preserved. Madame Bastide
sunk into a dreadful state of depression, and
her friends were alarmed for her reason. Her

*devoted pastor, M. Roux, paid her frequent
visits ; endeavoured to soothe her distress ;
directed her view to the providence of God;
and presented to her the promises of his holy
word, and all thosc considerations which are cal-



M. VALLABRIX. 327

culated to fortify the»mind, amd produce faith
and resignati ~n. . His efforts appeared to be ef-
fectual, and, on his last v1sxf, she promised, and
seemed réflly disposed ¢o hope for better times,
and repose on the Diving Goodness for deliver-
ance from present calamity. M. Roux rejoiced
in the comforf afd amendment of his charge,
and retired with a gegree qf pleasure, too rare,
amidst the scenes which he had every moment to
witness. Scarcely had he left the house, on his
way home, when he heard behind *him an in-
creasing tumult, and the viglent repetition of
his name. He turned :—it was the family of
M. Bastide, who pugsued him. No sooner had
he left the house than the calmness of his friend
was followed by terror. She thought the mur-
derers were coming in quest of her husband, and,
in a fit of despair, the unhappy woman rushed
from her apartment, and precipitated herself into
awell. The pastor returnied to weep with those
who wept ; and,*suppressing his own horror at
the violent death of an innoccnt and affection-
ate wifc, he excrted lnmself to console the be-
recaved, and to quell their indignation against
the authors of such extensive miserios.

Nothing can wmore effectually «lisplay the
bad faith and profligacy of the persecuting
faction, *and the utter falseness of the charges
exhibited against the protestants, than the ap-
pointment and conduct of the principal ma-
gistrate. M. Vallabrix had been sub-prefect
for several years under the,emperor; but on

Yy 4
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the first restoration he tetained his situation,
and permitted thc evils which -afflicted the pro-
testants in 1814. The return of his old master
rendered a'second change necessary. It is a
fact, of which I can guarantee ‘the truth, that
when General Gilly , passed through Uzés,
M. Vallabrix entreated him to.solicit the em-
peror to continue< him in* the sub-prefecture,
and assured the Genéral that he would serve his
imperial majesty with the greatest zeal and in-
tegrity. He afterwards obtained the honour,
from some of the.communes, to appear as their
deputy at the Champ-du‘Mai: but, in spite
of all his intrigues, he lost his place. The first
act of the royal commissioners was to appoint this
very man spb-prefect of Uzés. It is, thercfore,
evident, that it.was neither a royalist nor an up-
right magistrate, but an unprincipled agent,
that they wished to prefer to the local govern-
ment; and it is as evident, that, in denouncing
and pursuing the.protestants, as Buonapartists,
the sub-prefect was acting with the basest hypo-
crisy, and commending himself to his employers
by his zeal in promoting a known and an in-
famous conspiracy. This deputy to the Champ
du Mai sighalized his restoration by an order to
disarm the protestants en masse, as enemies of the
Bourbons. The arrété of the Duke d”Angou-
Iéme enjoined the disarming of fedérés. In Uzés
there had not been even a project of federation;
but that was_of no consequence ; the unarmed
could not defend themselves, and the sub-pre-
Y7
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fect was not accustomed-to take cdunsel, either of
law or justice. His conduct on the 30th of July
prepared the public for the'subsequent cruelty
and illegality of his govetnment. ©Oh that day,
at noon, the hbuse of the widow Bedos was
assailed an® devastated., A neighbdur, who
lived opposite M. Vallabrix’s residence, observ-
ing°the destruction ef the property of an un-
protected female, took his’gun, and set out to
endeavour to arrest the mischief, or lessen the
evil. The sub-prefect saw him, and’ from his
balcony enquired where he was going. ¢ They
are destroying the house of Madame Bedos,
yonder.” ¢ Go back,” cried the magistrate ;
¢ that does not concern you; mind your own
business.” It was under such auspices that the
royal cause was to be established in the ar-
rondissement of Uzeés, and in the South of
France.

Each day was more terrible than the last, till
the third of Auglst arrived. Graffan, called
by his associates Quatretaillons, as surpassing in
cruelty and crime the celebrated Dupont alias
Trestaillons of Nismes, then collected his band,
and committed all possible kinds of outrage. He
set the example by firing at a person named
Mangonier, who was sitting quietly in his shop.
Happily he missed his aim; but M. Flauticr,’
terrified at this wanton and deliberate murder,
ran to the top of his house, and, endeavouring
to escape by a window, fell into the court and
broke his leg.
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Immediately after, a shot, fired by another of
the party, in Rue Mas-Bourguet, occasioned the
instant death of A catholic workman, named
Pascal ; and an alarm .was given that a protest-
ant was the murderer, and thatsall the catholies
were to ve killed. The street was alnost entirely
inhabited by catholics ; but ope of the sonsof
M. Mcynier, abakgrandaprotestant, wasselected,
as the author of the ussassination. It wasknown
at the moment, that the person who had fired
was a catholic ; that the families of Meynier and
Pascal lived on_the very best terms of friend-
ship ; that Meynier was a-man of quiet habits ;
and that Jie never interfered with political af-
fairs ; that the son of Meynier had ncver been
seen to a fire a musket ; and that all the pro-
testants were disarmed. But the truth was con-
cealed ; and an immense crowd was permitted,
or rather induced, to assemble and commence
hostilities.

The generale was beaten; < the people” ran
to arms; cartridges were distributed with pro-
fusion ; every measure of alarm was adopted ;
but not the slightest effort was made to inform
and appease the irritated populace. On the
contrary, -at night, the mayor ordered the doors
to be closed, and all the windows to be illu-
minated, as though he were determined that the
wicked should not be impeded even by the
darkness, nor the miserable find an opportu-
tunity for escape.

The house of M. Meynier was the first object
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of attack; and in a moment it tas forced and
filled. The eldest son, apprenticed to another
baker, was absent; but tfie father and his
youngest son fell under % thousand .blows from
sabres antl bayohets. dhe respectable old
man was soon beyond the reach of ¢quélty, and
the possibility of sdffering. The son was only
mangled ; and they threw hig, still living, from
the second story into thé street. As if' to
reproach his murderers, =ature maintained
the struggle, and for some hours the lad
survived this mode of death, At length, in
order ¢ to finish him,”.they stabbed him in
the street, and his cerpse remaiped on the
spot till the middle of the next day. Unre-
strained pillage followed the murder. The
innocence of Meynier is now universally ac-
knowledged ; the friendship of the families was
never interrupted ; the father of Pascal has
publicly denounced the real murderer of his
son ; and nothing*but apprehgnsion of the con-
sequences to himself 4nd his family has pre-
vented him from executing his declared design
of bringing before the tribunals a wretch, not
only guilty of the death of a Pascal,"but also
of those of the unfortunate Meyniers.

Alas! neither innocence, nor age, nor sex,
was capable of arresting or softening the de:
stroyers of the heretics. In the same street
they tore the wife of Roche from her husband,
and put her to'death. The widower was blind,
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and cntirely dependant: on the exertions of his
wife for his comfort and support.

Another femalc, named Julian, they massacred
on the stair-case, and ‘her corpse they dragged
into the street, where it was dxposed ‘to the out-
rages of* a brutal populace till the next after-
noon. In the course of their, career, they en-
tered the house of M. Caurt. Ie was sevtnty
years of age, and hall been a paralytic for nine
years. It was intended to lead him out, and
shoot him in the street; but finding it was im-
poss1ble to make, him wails they murdered him
in his chamber. He was a grocer, and all his
stock and, furniture were plundered and de-
stroyed. These goods comprised nearly all his
property, and there remained nothing for his
children ; two of whom had served their country
as conscripts, and one had lost an arm in the
battle of Wagram.

The house of M. Roux being detached, was
set on fire. Madame Roux ahd Madame Rousel
had only time to save themselves by scaling, in
a state of nudity, the walls of their gardens.

Every quarter presented similar spectacles
of plunder, conflagration, and murder. At mid-
night an immense mass was in possession of the
whole town: men of property headed the de-
»vastators ; and those who had shared in the
bloody scenes of 1793 were in full activity.
Sappers of the national guard preceded the
bands : they knocked formally at the doors and
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gates of the houses destined to hepillaged ; and
if they were not opened, .they proceeded to de-
molish them, and let in the overwhelmmg
scourge. Such systematic yapme appears in-
credible ; but it*if too certain.  Forty houses or
magazines were sacked in the course,of*twenty-
tour hours. The sappers assisted in breaking
in pieces the furniture, and,throwing it into
carts, which followed the bands from place to
place. The whole was colleated on the esplan-
ade, and burnt under the windows of’the cele-
brated M. Vallabrix, the, sub-prefect. Around
these fires, the savages danced to the .cries of
“Vive la Croiz I’ “Vivent les Bourbong!” and, by .
the light of the flames, the protestants who had
escaped death in their houses fled for refuge to
thewoodsand fields. The.weight of the storm fell
on the middling and poorer classes of protestants.
'The rich, having better information, had gra-
dually withdrawn, and removed or secreted their
most valuable effects. When the signal for attack
was given, those who rémained sought an asy-
lum with catholics, on whom they thought they
might depend. Some welcomed and protected
them; but, in general, they were either re-
pulsed or required to pay dearly for a mo-
mentary shelter, and afterwards turned out, on
pretence of public orders not to conceal either:
protestants or their property. *

The report of a new St. Bartholomew was not

* The following list of some of the houses plundered, in
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a vain threats* The catholics avowed, and the
reformed expected, the repetition of that dreadful

different streets, may serve*to illustrate both the quality of
the sufferers and the universality of thetoppression.

M. M. Meynier, baker, - - .
Roche, proprietor, ¢
Castillion, widow,’ com-dealer, f
Rouset, glazier, - - -\ Rue du Mas
Julien, stocking-mgker, - -r Bourguet.
Bresson, retired officer, - -
Roucante, laboyrer, - - -
Roux, Jeremie, proprictor, -

« Lauret, baker, - -

Plan des Capu-

Benoit, dealeg in wing, * - -{ cins.

Praden, druggist, - .- Marché du Sa-
Saucon, shoe-maker, -{ medi.
Delafand, clerk to the l‘rlbunal -

Arnaud, shop-keeper, - -

Lavergne, coﬂ'ee-house, - - | Dougue.

Bedos, widow, proprietor,
Lafont, proprietor, - -

Desplau, retired officer,
Joseph, grocer, -
Cabane, mn-keeper,

+ Prudent, grocer, -
Berton, inn-keeper, -
Teissier, proprietor,
Rostain, pastry-cook, «
Petit, stocking-maker,
Pascal, butcher, -
Court, grocer, - Place St. Eti-
Roux, widow, proprietor, -{ ennc.

Verdier, stocking-maker, - -
Ribot, brother of the pastor of
Sommieres *, - - ¢ Triperic.
Lombard, son of the pastor of
St- Chaptesf, - -
Many more houses were equally devastated, both within

and without the barriers ; and some were set on fire.  *

* M. Ribot was afterwards shot by Quatretaillons, at the massacre of
the prison.

+ M. Lombard was deprived of hxs office, and imprisoned during nine
months.

Place Bourbon.

Bourgades.

Rue Massargues,

1 1 1]
L] 1] 1] 1 »
\— e e~ \_—_-v———-\—w‘—r-"

1
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tragedy. At midnight ‘M. Thed®nat, commis-
-sary of police, went to the prison, and ordered
the liberation of Gautier, a cathplic ; but he in-
formed the gaoler that tHe other prisoners were
to be shot the hext mornmg; and that if any
escaped he should answer, for them withhis own
head. The dismal intelligence was communi.
catéd to the prisoners$ and one of them wrote to
the commandant, and demanded his liberty. The
officer refused to read the letter; but gave or-
ders that the execution should take place the
next morning, at ten o’clock. » The gaoler ap-
plied to the commandant for a written order to
deliver the prisoners. ¢ A verbal direction is
sufficient,” he replied: ¢ besides, in a revolu-
tion the people govern ; and you may do as you
please; but I shall not *risk my life.”” When
the failure of this mission was announced, it was
difficult to discover, whether the tenants of the
dungeon or its keeper, were the most afflicted.

This strange fact’threw a gleam of light and
comfort on the horror and darkness of the
scene. How vain the prejudices and calcu-
lations of society! The prisoners, in their
misery, found an intercessor in their gaoler;
and the only heart that was accessiblé to justice
and humanity was that from which, by common
consent, it was supposed all sense¢ of sympathy’
and equity was banished. Cut off from every
hope, the innocent, condemned without trial
and without authority, threw themselves on
their knees, implored the pardon of their sins,
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and the suppeit of their heavenly Father, and
awaited, with calmness and -resignation, their
unjust but certain doom. Precisely at ten
o’clock a troop of monsters, armed with sabres
and muskets, and headed by the-terrible Quatre-
taillons, ‘presented themselves, and demanded
their victims. The gaoler, at this moment, dis-
played the firmness of a yirtuous man: he re-
fused to admit one ‘of them without a written
order. They persisted in their demands and
threats ; and at length he accompanied four of
the authorized agsassing to the residence of the
commandant. Nothing could induce the authori-
ties to sign,a written document ; and the gaoler
was obliged to obey a verbal order, given in the
presence of the ageiits, and return and surrender
to the hands of murderers the innocent inhabi-
tants of his cells. To protract and increase the
miseries of the sufferers, and to gratify their own
love of cruelty, their executioners summoned
them in pairs. ,They first ‘ordered out two,
tied their hands, and marched them in tri-
umph to the Esplanade ; and, amidst a hundred
insults, shot them to the cries of * Vivele Roi "’
« A bas ks Protestans I””  They returned, and
conducted: two more to the same spot; showed
them the bleeding and dead bodies of their
friends, and then deliberately murdered them.
A third formal procession was graced by the two
remaining victims, who had already suffered
mrore than death, in the slow approach of exe-



OF THE PRISONERS. 3339

cution, and a torturing separation from, com.
unhappy companions. .+ N

These infamous processions passed {apnoint.
the streets where centinels were posted, yc,jjenc,,
soi disant ationdl guards were under arty crpces
to have offered the slightest opposition,‘ One of
der, would have been a crime against th indulged
and’ the throne.” By a refinement of ;¢ 1016
the unfortunate prisoners wete obliged ;s dead.
and receive their death,” on*the stilly Rypot,
ashes of the spoils which had been o4 4 pair
the night before. To’ complete the 1, jt by
racter of the transaction,* the whole way;s yenir
trated before the house of that M.*Va..
now sub-prefect, who had entreated Genera-
Gilly to intercede for him ‘with the. emperor,
and was a deputy to the Champ du Mai. His
balcony commands the small space called the
Esplanade ; and it is even said, that he was seen
at intervals, inspecting the proceedings of ¢ the
people.” At all évents, it isecertain that he
took no interest, offered no impediment, exer-
cised no authority for the preservation of six
individuals, illegally and inhumanly murdered.
One of the persons shot, M. Bechard, was a
magistrate, and mayor of the commune’ of Dion.
Another, M. Ribot, sixty years of age, had only
returned to Uzes from emigration, on the faith
of the proclamations issued by the prefect and
M. Vidal, commissary of police, inviting fugitives
to return, and promising protection to persons
and property. A third, M. Amanlier, a fugi-
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8 HUMANITY OF A GAOLER.
and .
awaite,
unjust

o’clock ¢

of Nisnfes, had been violently arrested,
*d lost part of his hand by the outrages of
lants. . After having been thrown into
he was declared innocent of any charge,
and mus
 sct at liberty ; but, o the Instance of
taillons, &
the pastor, and other {riends, he re-
their vict]
laved I m prison, lest his life should be taken
f Y od to anditti, <Alas! innocence was v pro-
. and friendship had to weep over
order. T
-ovidence~ of *its prudent calculations.
threats ; ar
Jlier was shot.
the author: 4l 1 I
comman d’anson sill contdined two persons who
t included in the destined number ; the
ties to s g
was for blood was only increased hy grafi-
, .Latlon\ and the murderers made another yro-
cession ta the gaol, to obtain possession of all
who remained. To the honour of M. Pigeon,
the gaoler, he again placed himself between
death and the dungeon. ¢« My order,” said he,
“ only extended to six. If you still want blood
you may kill me¢ but you shall not violate the
cells on which my hand has turned the key.”
Again he became the advocate of the inmocent,
in the presence of the commandant. ¢ These
persons,” said he, “arein the hands of justice ;
they have been proceeded against, and they
ought to wait the issue ; their death would be a
* crime against the authority of the tribunal, as
well as against justice and humanity.” The
commandant was silent; the eloquence of the
gaoler triumphed, and the prisoners were per-
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mitted to live, and finally were " declared com-
pletely innocent.” ¢ *

To console themselves for their .disappoint-
ment, the catholics and royalists par cxcellence,
returned to the Ksplanadé to insult thg corpses
which were’still strgtched on the place. One of
the most actives Robert, after having indulged
his‘crucley in slaughter, aspirtd to the infamous
distinction of bantering the unconscious dead.
He raised the bloody corpse of M. Ribot,
placed it in a kneeling attitude, adjusted a pair
of spectarles on the nose, and'holdmg it up by
the hair, exclaimed,  Régardes si tu vois venir
tes brigands de la Gardomengque.” ‘After they
had riﬂed and stripped the bodics, they dragged
them to the end of the Esplanade,®and threw
them into a field considerably lower than the
walk of the terrace. In this situation they
remained several hours, without sepulture. . The
order was, at length given for their interment ;
a hole was dug in the field ;* the six carcases
were thrown in ; but so superﬁcmlly covered
with mould, that the dogs and the birds of prey
devoured the carrion; and it was necessary, for
the comfort of the living, to heap a little more
earth on the remains of the dead. I saw the
place of sepulture; it was only distinguished by
a trifling elevation of the surfite; and the
peculiar richness and verdure of the herbage. I
stood also on the spot where the blood of the
protestants was shed, and their property was
consumed ; the inhabitants imagine that they

7z 2
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can discover Youl stains which never can be
cffaced, but the circle only was evident; the
fire had left at least a blackness, descriptive of
the moral charactér of those by whom it had
been enkindled. ”

Scarcely 'were these shocking crimes achieved,
when the municipality, in & general coun-
cil, determined to jrais¢’a pecuniary indem-
nification for the widow and the family of
Pastal ; and to place under contribution the
protestants who had not fled, and who had not
been entirely plandeled This requisition was
proposed, as likely to calm the people; and at
the same tfme sanction the report, that the death
of Pascal had been inflicted by a protestant.
A committee was appointed,“and 80,000 francs
were easily procured, from a population in con-
sternation and despair.* The sums demanded
wera declared to be the price of safety.
Madame Roussel, who, the night before, had
been abandonea of all her family, paid 2000
francs ; and out of the 30,000, not ‘more than
that number came into the possession of the
family of Pascal. The situation of some of the
commlssxoners, since that period, explains the
appropnatmn of the rest. The committce, at
length, ashamed of their occupation, relinquished
the collection ; but one of their number, M.
Fabre, a surgeon, associating with himself,

* This committee consisted of M.M. D’Anglas, colonel ;
Fabre, surgeon; Devéze, advocate; Deroche, naval captain ;
Rafin; St. Ange Amoreux, &c. &c.
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others of his own nomination, ré'cmnmenced the
assessment with ‘more Vexation and rapacity
than ever. This example was followed by a
great number of individuals, who ‘obtained by
force or threats, money, orlegal obligatjons forall
sorts of fictitious gbjects, and under all sorts of
m1 uitous prettnces. Madame Roussel, who

ad already paid 2000 franeh, was required by
a person named Chrétien, (in presence of
M. Sylvain, a notary, to ‘give a promissory
note for 1200 francs, on the pretext that his
father had received from her date husband the
payment of a debt to thit amount in assignats. *
A tribunal has since decided the® scandalous
affair in favour of Madame Roussel. M. Hugues
was made debtor for 600 francs, andthe partner
of M. Verdier de Flos for 1800. It is
impossible to state the number or the extent of
these attacks, subversive of all justice anqd social
order ; they continued long, and were carried to
an mconcewable gxcess. Some idea of the
different kinds of vexations may be formed from
the following instance, which is not of the most
aggravated description. “Two Nismois went to
M, Simeon, a goldsmith, at Uzés, ‘and, with
arms in their hands, demanded 1200 francs;
assigning as a reason, that when they had lodged
with him, some time before, he had stolen their
watch. M. Simeon, whose character placed him

* M. Roussel had always been righ; and the family of
Chretien always poor. .

z38
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above suspicioﬁ: applied to the judge of the
peace. It is true,)’ s#id the judge, ¢ that the
demand is l_mjust and vexatious; but, for the
sake of peace, give ‘them at lgast 200 francs.”
In addxﬁon to all these calamltles, the domains
of all the pretestants, ir the country, were more
or less ravaged; the vines and olives were
rooted up, and the hogses burnt ; the dlsposable
property was formally carried oﬁ' in carts, and on
mules and horses, stolen from the proprietors of
the estates.

The persecutign of M. Lombard merits par-
ticular notice. His house, one of the largest
and handsofest in Uzés, was sacked from top to
bottom ; and his pavilion, and enclosure without
the barriers, were as completely pillaged. At
the commencement of the troubles, M. Lombard
had retired with hjs young family, to a country-
house  inhabited by his father, the venerable
pastor of St. Chaptes; but the arm of destruc-
tion reached this humble abode of filial love and
piety, and the family assembled, by misfortune,
were obliged to seek the safety of their lives in
separation and flight. After wandering several
days and ‘nights in the woods and ficlds, the
children, and their aged grand-father sinking
with age, infirmity, and affliction, found an
asylum among the neighbouring villages ; while
M. Lombard himself sought refuge in the moun-
tains of the Cevennes. Here, at the instigation
of the sub-prefect, he was immediately arrested,
taken to Nismes, thrown into prison, and, with-
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out any mandate of arrest, witfout being ex-
amined, or even entered in .the gaoler’s - book,
detained there nine months. By dint of soli-
citation, he obtained his liberty in* May 1816 ;
or rather, he wa$ permittedeto leave the gaol, on
condition that he was placed under the disgrace-
ful surveillance of the police ; a condition which
was’not relaxed till the period of the abrogdtion
of the law of the 29th of O(':to%er, 1815.

During his imprisonment; the harvest, of
M. Lombard was exposed to the most com-
plete and scandalous °*pillage ;e and ‘even the
gardes champétres publicly assisted the plun-
derers to load their horses and carts with the
produce of his fields and vineyards. At the
same time, contributions and arbitrary taxes
were levied on him ateUzés, where he had
ncither house nor property that had not been
ravaged. Ransoms were continually required of
his family, scattered in the villages, by licensed
brigands ; and his venerable .father was over-
whelmed with injuries which caused his death.
To complete the wickedness of this persecution,
after the loss of liberty and fortune, M. Lom-
bard was deprived of his professional employ-
ment as clerk to the tribunal, the only means by
which he could hope to replace his family in
some of those comforts of which they had been®
s0 unjustly and cruelly deprived. .

Uzcés was still destined to be the theatre of
cvents as tragical as any it had hitherto cxhibited.
On the 25th of August, M. Vallabrix, the sub-

z 4
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prefect, dispatcned Graffan, alias Quatretaillons,
to the commune of Euset, a district beyond his
own jurisdiction, and belonging to the arrondisse-
ment and subsprefecture of Alais, under pretence
of dispersing an armed and rebeilious ‘assembly.
This illegal and extraprdinary mission, was or-
dered at the moment that Trestaillons marched
at the head of his bands, into the Gardo-
nenque; and the chaSseurs of Vezenobre arrived
at Ners. The pretended rebels were the national
guards of the sub-prefecture of Alais, who had
been commanded to maintain, every night, posts
in every commune on the confines of the arron-
dissemens of Uzés and Nismes, on purpose to
watch against the approach of the bands who in-
fested those districts, In conformity with those
orders, the greatest tranquillity had been main-
tained since the re-establishment of the royal
government. Quatretaillons and his company ar-
rived at the village of St.Maurice, in the night ;
and the sentinel perceiving the arms of several of
the foremost, cried ¢ qui vive ;”’ a discharge of
musketry replied to his enquiry, and deprived
him of his life. The beroic Graffan immedi-
ately rushed on the post, and seized six of the
national guards, who were peaceably and honour-
ably fulfilling a prescribed and important duty.
* With such celerity was the attack made, and the
prey secured, that the victims were far from the
spot ere the inhabitants were apprized ; and it
was then too late to attempt their deliverance,
Arrived at Montaren, a village on the road,
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Graffan prepared to shoot his prifoners, without
further trouble or*delay, wnd, was with difficulty
dissuaded, from the massacre; but jn the heat
of dmcuss:on with the prmclpa] mha@tants,
who opposed the pollution bf their soil by so foul
a murder, Providence permitted the.passions of
the wretched agent to make a revelation which
it would have been ifrpossible, otherwise, to have
obtained. To prove his authonty, and justify
his cruelty, he exhibited his Written qrderssand
exposed the parties under whom he acted. The
prisoners gamed onlyafew miserable hours: they
were marched in tnumph to Uzés, and arranged
in order of sacrifice on the celebrated Espla-
nade. The arbiter of their destiny left them
for a few mfnutes ; he went to the residence of
M. Vallabrix, the sub-prefect, whose windows
commanded the Esplanade, to.report the success
of his mission, and to demand further instruc-
tions.  These msma:tmns were not written ;
but Graffan reported, without hesitation or re-
serve, the laconic "decision of the maglstrate
« Do as you please,” said he, * they are in
your power, and were taken with arms in their
hands.” The pleasure of Quatretaillons may be
easily imagined ; he found. himself "once more
beneath the balcony of a sub-prefect; the scene
of his former exploits inspired his zeal ; and in
a few minutes, without the shghtest fonnahty.
or the semblance of guilt, in open day——and
amidst a crowd of spectators—sir prolestants
were massacred on the spot, which, three weeks
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before, had b&en saturated with the blood of
prisoners taken from the cells: Thus perished
M.M. Mejean, ];’ascal Bougarel, Gollier, Mazel,
and Gilles. - The bodxes of malefactors are
restored to their famidies, and ‘allowed, at least,
a coffin{ bhut those of respectabfe citizens,
after receiving numerous indignities, were
thrown into a hole, in the same field which
concealed the remaifis of others already mur-
dered. No friendr or relative was near to per-
form the last offices of affection.  The widows,
and twenty-two  orphans, deplore the loss of
husbands and fathers, suddenly snatched from
their embrace, and basely massacred.

Terrible as were these calamities, and though
the conduet of Graffan was designed to favour
other attacks on the peasantry of the Gardon-
nenque, the protestants were doomed to bear all
the odium of disloyalty, incivism, and rebellion.
An official journal, published at Nismes, on the
30th of August, under the imspection and cen-
sure of the prefect, contained the following
statement : — ¢ Our details are taken from par-
ticular information, on the authenticity of which
we can rely. M., the sub-prefect of Uxcs,
informed, in the morning of the 26th, of the ex-
istence of a camp of rebels at d’Yeuzet, ordered
Sieur Graffan, called Quatretaillons, to march
and observe the assembly. That gfficer set out
immediately, with a detachment of thirty men,
and was soon in presence of the rebels. Though
inferiof in numbers, he attacked them with asto-
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nishing intrepidity, dispersed tRem, took six
prisoners, and corfducted*them to Uzés. There
they werg convicted of having. been taken in
rebellion, .with arms in the'n: handd, and were
instantly shot.” ’

The whole of this statement was false and
mischievous. I# was on the 25th, and not on
the "26th, that Graffatr was dispatched ; and his
mission, therefore, preceded, instead of being
occasioned, by the troubles of Ners. ,The pro-
testants of St. Maurice were so far from being
rebels against the royal autherity ; that they
wore the white cockade, *and acted as national
guards, under the orders of a sub-prefect, ap-
pointed by the king. Instead of bemng superior
in force to the assailants, they did not amount
to half their number. No account is given of
the murder of one of the protestants on duty,
before the departure of the prisoners for Uzés.
The six prisoners were so far from being con-
victed, that they were not ever examined by any
tribunal, civil or military.

False as was this statement, it received the
sanction of the government, and was allowed to
circulate, till the sub-prefect contradicted so
much as implicated his conduct, and that of his
colleagues.

On the 2d of September adetter was published *
in the official journal, to exculpate the authorities
from the charge of participation in the crimes of
Quatretaillons.

“ In the journal of the 30th, there has been in-
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serted an article, containing a very incorrect
account of the events which occurred at Uzés
on the 26th. -It is not true that the Sieur
Graffan, commonly called Quatretaillons, is an
officer of the natiorial guard, nor has he the
honor evert to belong-to that corps. It is not
true that the sub-prefect gave orders to Graffan
to reconnoitre an assemblage collected at Yeuzet.
The sortie of Graffan and his band was purely
tolerated by the civil and military authorities,
to spare Uzés the renewal of the horrors with
which it was threatehed. This sortie would
have been a real benéfit for the town, had not
the returd of Graffarf again polluted it with
blood.

« It is mot true that the prisoners taken by
Graffin have been "convicted of rebellion.
They were purely and simply shot on their
arrival at Uzés, without the knowledge of the
authorities ; and we engage to prove, to demon-
stration, the truth of.these assertions in the
next number of the journal.” ¥

This letter, artfully constructed, did not,
however, answer the purpose of the writer.
1t mad'e some important confessions, but
did not ‘correct the thost flagrant falsehoods ;
and though it surrendered Graffan to public
opinion, it did “not rescue the sub-prefect,
as he intended, from the execration of all

* The editor of the journal adds, ¢ Article com‘munigue."
The pledge contained in the last paragraph was never
redeemgd.
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good citizens.  Graffan had* unfortunately
shewn his instructions,to the inhabitants of
Mantaren ; and even withodt that evidence, the
most igndrant individusls gould redson on the
events. * Wlty,” they asked, ¢ did Graffan
march on that point, and at that tjme&? Why
did he select, as tBe objects of attack, persons
whom he did not kqgow, whom he had never
seen, and from whom no *booty was obtained ?
Why did he convey his prisoners to the Espla-
nade, rather than to prison, or to’the com-
mandant? Why did ‘he, commpunicate with the
sub-prefect of Uzés; on his return from an ex-
cursion into another arrondissemens, and after
committing murder within the government of
the sub-prefect of Alais? Why was he un-
restrained in his ferocity, proud of his crimes,
and confident of impunity?”’" The answer to
these questions was not difficult. Graffan was
employed and protected by persons in power.
They might find®it convenient to throw on him
the guilt of their condult ; he had no reputation
to lose; and further than this, he was satisfied
they would not, and dared not, proceed. Cir-
cumstances soon proved, that the confidence of
Graffan was neither excessive nor misplaced.
The scandal of this massacre required the
semblance of justice from the prefect, M. d’Ar-
baud Jonques; and a farce was accordingly
prepared. It was agreed, that Graffan should
be arrested; and he was, therefore, seized, and
sent to Montpellier ; but a deputation fom his
. 14
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friends, consiscng of some of the most emincent
inhabitants, and most zealous royalists, of Uzés,
followed, to adyocate his cause, and solicit his
liberation ; and their cHorts were supported by
the good offices ofall the local authorities. *
1t was thqught more advisable to' exhibit the
mockery of a trial, and to give the murderer all
the advantage of an honowrable acquittal, instead
of that punishment Which was due to his aggra-
vated and multiplied crimes. The dispatch of
the prefebt, to the minister of the interior, is
a valuable document. While it misrepresents
both facts and dates in favour of the catholic
faction, it records the instructions under which
Graffan acted against the protestants; and it
discloses the interest the authorities had in pre-
venting any ulterior revelations, by shielding
their agent from justice, under the forms of law.
« Believing him guilty,” says the prefect, « I
spared no efforts for his arrestation; he en-
deavoured to evade my researches, but did not
attempt to justify himself. It was not till after
his arrival at Montpellier, that the voice and the
reports of the authorities of Uxzés were unani-
mously raised in his defence. It was then proved
that Graftan, captain of one of the irregular
companies, since dissolved, was sent by order of
‘authority, to make a military reconnoissance in

* M. M. de Rouviére, ancien juge dc paix et officier;
De Pancé, ancien controleur des droits réunis' et com-
mandant ‘de la Garde Royale; and De Bargeton Dwfort,
formed the deputation.
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the commune of St. Maurice. * That having
attacked a post, at the .head of his troops, he
dispersed it, and made six pnsoners ; that these
unfortunate prisoners, ot engering Uzés, amidst
a great crowd*ahd the band of Graffan, fell
victims to the fury of the people, amtl of the
soldiers of Graffan ! that Graffan was absent on
a cenference with thesauthorigies ; and that the
prisoners were not only kied without his parti-
cipation, but that their death occaswned him the
most lively grief.”

The discrepancy betwgen this dispatch, and
the letter published in the official journal of the
2d of September, merits observatipn. Such
a suppression and perversion of the truth in-
volves the prefect in the censure which it is
impossible to withhold «from all those magis-
trates who thus appear the friends and pro-
tectors of the most infamous assassins. It is
not surprising that, under such a governient,
cmigration increased; and that,the manufactures
and agriculture, which* had flourished by the
shill and industry of the protestants, sunk into
decay. Misery pervaded all classes ; the work-
men, who had not quitted the town, were with-
out employment, and without food ; while those
who fled incurred expences and sacrifices, which
exhausted their feeble resources, and reduced-
them to poverty and want. At the season of the
vintage, the vines of protestants were appro-
.priated by marauding bands, who daily cleared
the harvest with horses and paniers, and carts.
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« This year the harvest,” they said, “and next
year we will have the vines..” One proprietor
corpplained to a judge of the peace; but the
only consolation he received, was conveyed in
these words : It is the people’s share, and I
can do-nqgthing.” The sufferers were almost
entirely deprived of the comfarts and supports
of their religion. During many months: the
temple was shut ggainst them; one of the
pastors was hurried to the grave; the other
was obliged to live in obscurity ; and zealous
and devoted as he is, it was only by the greatest
caution that he.preserved his own life, and ad-
ministered in any degree to the spiritual edifica-
tion of his flock. When, at length, the temple
was opened, and worship celebrated, by order of
the government, an immense mob threatened to
fall on the worshippers ; and though the magis-
trates felt obliged to protect the protestants, and
restrain the crowd, they experienced considerable
inconvenience ; many were stoned, and several
injured. Month aftér month they endured
every species of indignity, interruption, and-
oppression. They were banished the public
walks; prohibited all social intercourse ; sub-
jected to the arbitrary visits of the police; and
exposed to the abuse and blows of the populace.
This shameful persecution continued till after
the dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies, at
the close of theyear 1816. -

While the seat of the sub-prefecture was thus
distinguished by the reign ofanarchy andinjustice,
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it is not surprising that the pers&cution sheuld
extend to all the communes and villages of the
arrpndissement, where protestants had the mis-
fortune to reside ; and that «the cantom and the
consistorial chufch of Uzesshould be emmently
distressed. *

The armed bands of Tresta:llons ﬁ‘om Nisntes
raised immense sumsj.and cemmitted dreadful
outrages on the protestanls of Sanilhac. M.
Rebuffat, alone, was plundered of at l¢ast 6000
francs. The dead body of Ms.ilemoiselle Fresine
was found in a well, into.which she had either
been thrown by brighnds, or had thrown her-
self, driven to despair by their impure and
murderous violence.

The village of Sagriers containgd scarcely a
protestant family ; but the catholic inhabitants
were among the most active and vicious of the
persecutors. They were determined to lay hands
on a protestant, named Portal ; and understand-
ing that he had taken refuge wn:h Chastenier, a
catholic, they surrounded‘the house in the night,
and demanded entrance. Chastenier rose from
his bed, and refused to open his door; it was
instantly broken open; a musket was placed at his
breast, and he was killed on the spot. After all,
the object of their search was sot found. It is
worthy of obsesvation, that this murder was the
only crime, of. this period, punished by the tri-
bunals. The murderers were condemned, at.
Nismes, to be branded, and to the galleys for
life. M. Chastenier was a catholic. cot

AA .
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The protestants of St. Quentin were long and
terribly afflicted. Many of their houses were
plundered and devastated : that of M. Pascal, in
the centre of the towr, was entirely demohshed
and even the stones were carried away

The persecutions of Montaren Were particu-
larly atrociousand unjust. =

In this commuxe, on tlte first restoration: the
protestants were so hearty in their adhesion to the
Bourbon constitational government, that ticy
attended the Te Deum in the catholic church;
and -thus evinced their *disposition to unite n
loyalty and devotion, -as far as their consciences
would permit, with the professors of ano.her
réligion. In their turn, they also sung a Te
-Deum, by the authority of the sub-prefect ; and
invited the eatholicseto join in their service.
Alas! the moments of apparent concord were
few and fallacious. The curé forbad the at-
tendance of his flock ; and’ the « faithful” were
highly offended, « that herétics should presume
to invite them to efter their accursed con-
venticle.”” An invitation to a public repast,
given in honour of the event, by M. Sabaticr, one
of the principal protestants, whs equally refused ;
and against every frigndly advance, the line of
demarcation was deeply and pgoadly traced.
Conciliation was met by the samge threats and
nsults, which spread alarm in tha ether districts
of the department.

Notwithstanding these provecations, the ca-
tholics had not: the slightest ground for com-
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plaint during the hundred days. Their ‘per-
sons, property, ad worship, were perfectly re-
spected and secure. Op the setond return of
Louis XV]IL the white flaly was Hoisted with
the greatest promptntude and when some of the
armed peasants of the neighbouring *communes
arrived ‘on their'way to Uzés, the leading pro-
testhnts assured thert of the safety of their
brethren, and persuaded them to return peace-
ably to their homes.

A< he reward of civic merit so dlstmgmshed,
16 1 hundred men from Uzés and Nismes, ‘com-
manded by Baragnon, inundated Montasen, in
the end of July ; and the first object of their
fury was the house of that very M. Sabatier,
who, the year before, had given a public repast
in honour of the Bourbdns. M. Sabatier had
already fled ; his wife and daughter had scarcely
time to quit their beds, throw on their.robes, and
escape by a private staircase, before the hcuse
was literally filled® with armed bngands. The
relatives of these ladies dared not receive them,
and, destitute of an asylum, they were obliged
to hide themselves in the woods, in order to
clude the pursuit of murderers. In a short time
nothing of their home remained but the walls;
every thing was stolen or destroyed ; and, when
the destruction of the interior was compléted, ~
eighty trees on the premises wére cut down, the
bee-hives demolished, all the poultry appro-
pristed; and only desolation le& to attest
successful crime,

A4
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The resideflces of M.M. Odol, Garel, Defos,
and Bougarel, and of all the leading protest-
ants, were successively attacked. M. Bougarel,
as deacon of the churth, was treasurer for the
poor : his cabinet was forced, 4nd all the fund,
contribfited for the yelief of the indigent and
afflicted, was seized in the name of the king. In-
stead of respecting the person of an agedrand
honourable officer of a religious community,
they held him eagainst the wall, and, with
muskets at his breast, rifled his pockets of the
last franc.  Buf his cup of suffering was not sut-
ficiently embittered ; he was compelled to sec
his dauglter-in-law, who was near her confine-
ment, fastened to the wall ; the sabre held to
her throa$, and her person searched, with an in-
decency from which.even a prostitute would
have shrunk. That the instruments should be
thus brutal and shameless, was not surprising,
whéhn their chief, M. Baragnon, did not blush to
ride a horse takep from one of the principal pro-
testants.  If this hbrse werc presented by
M. Odol, why was he treated as an enemy and
a traitor ? If it were appropriated without his
permission, the commander of the royal mique-
lets was enly the leader of banditti.

Exposed continually to magisterial oppression,

* and- to popular assaults, the protestants did not
attempt, during six montans, to celebrate public
yorship ; but when the royal ordonnance rcla-

stive to the opening of the temples appeared,
they determined .to asscmble for prayer on
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Christmas-day. With the pretended royalists, a
royal ordonnance'was to be honoured :by diso-
bedience, and its adthor served by the direct
opposition of his will. Aecerdingly; ‘while the
protestants worshipped God by the orde:s of the
king, the n#tional guard beat the drums, and vo-
ciferated under their windows, andfired into their
santtuary. Thus the ‘szclusive friends of his ma-
jesty, endangered the lives of the #raitors who
were obeying his instructions. Happily, the
service was closed without accident, and the
worshippers indulged® a- hope that hostility
would gradually subside.« Alas! they were dis-
appointed ; for, in a few days, freshand unex-
pected difficulties occurred. During the last
twelve years a part of the communal house, fitted
up at the expense of thesprotestants, had been
occupied by them as a temple. The house was
nearly useless, and their occupation was in no
respect inconvenient or unpleasant to the mu-
nicipal council, who occasionally assembled in
the building. On the 29th of December 1815,
M. Odol received from the mayor the following
letter : ”

s« Sir,

¢ The rasscmblement of the protestantsin the
communal house, last Monday, having occa-
sioned very heavy complaints, the sub-prefect
has directed me to oblige them to evacuate that
place, and meet elsewhere for the exercise of
their worship.

AA38
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« ¢ This, folkrance,” says M. Vallabrix, in his
letter to me, ‘on your part and mine, must
cease ; baeeauge we shall very properlybe blamed,
and because I know tHat it pmduces ferment-
ation in your commune.’ Not to deviate, there.
fore, from the system .of moderation 1 have laid
down, I give the protestants one month to re-
move their effects 3 and beyond that penod you
will be held-responsible for all the conseqiiences.
I hope you willoconvince the multitude that
it only requu'es that which is just.

‘¢ ABRI1ac, Mayor.”

The ., « folerance” and * moderation” of the
sub-prefect and the mayor, and of their mobs,
admitted of no remonstrance ; and attempts were
consequently made to -obtain quiet possession of
other places. The first meeting was held in a
bergerie *, and the catholics, as they returned
from mass, disturbed the congregation, and fired
several times at.the building in which it was
assembled. The owisler was so shamefully
threatened, that he was obliged to inform the
pastor, that the repetition of the service
would compromise his safety ; and that the
strongest motives must induce him to request
his absence for the future.”  Afterwards,

' M. Roux Sagrier, a wealthy proprietor, accom-
meodated the poor heretics with a part of his

-
#:4 Jasge stable, designed to fold sheep in the winter
months and the rainy season.
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hotél; but they were so warmlyfeﬁemwd', and
so unable to assist*each ‘other, that they Wilre
compelied, to leave the houss of . M, Roux, 4nd,
subsequently, tg givée up entlrely fhe‘ nﬁdﬂmﬁm
of public Christian worship. *’ .

M. Sabatier was griested, and detainied i the
pnson of Nismts till after May, 18168; and
when at length this excellent ecitizen/ who
merited father the thanks than the petsecutiof
of his neighbours, obtained His Yibetty, he was
obliged to sell his estates for a thind of theit
value, and remove to’ another- part of the de-
partment.

In the commune of Baron, Graffin and -his
horde, when they were condugting thisir, firic
soners to the Esplanade of Uzés, endeavoured
to seize M. Randon, thepastor, and.add hini to
the number of their victind¥. -- Happily, he had
escaped, and they were obliged 'th be satisfied
with stealing his horse. It was ifi vain that the
pastor, who could not vxsxt his flock i the.coun-
try, applied to the authorities to lave it restored,

The communes of Foissac, Seviers, and
Euzet, were doomed to endure the same kind ‘of
oppression and misery that afflicted thoﬁe already
mentioned.

Saini Chaptes is the chief town of amother
canton, and of a consistorial church. The’
bands from Uzés. amounting to severdl hundreds,
arrived there in the end of July, under pretence
of disarming persons who had already been de-
prived of their arms. These intruders were

vA A 4
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lodged at disctetion. The curé was excepted ;
but a party, calling themselves officers, took
possession of the residence of M. Fromental, the
protestant pastor, who had fled, and, at seventy
years of age, was t)bhged to ‘wander in the
woods, ‘and sleep in, the ditches. Madame
Fromental was ordered to prepare their table
with the very best the eountry would afford:
and, accordingly, slle provided foreign wines,
liqueurs, and all the rarities she could procure,
in order to placate their wrath, and leave them
without pretext for violence. ¢ The faithful,”
returned these civilities ‘by siuging, in her
presence, the most infamous songs; by a dis-
gusting intemperance, which rendered it neces-
sary to regew several times the table-cloth, and
by putting in their pockets five silver couverts.
The pastor’s wife endured all these indignities
without complaint, condycted these ¢ friends
of the altar” to their chambers, and retired.
Scarcely had she descended, when she was
loudly and impatientlj summoned; and, on
re-ascending, she found all her inmates waiting
for her with their sabres drawn. They rudely
seized her, and compelled her to open her hus-
band’s drawers, and give them 600 francs. This
was not sufficient; and they insisted ‘on, at
Jeast, one thousand. Jt was in vain that Ma-
dame Froméntal assured them that there was no
more gash in the house belonging to her bus-
ba d that the contents of another cabinet
belonged to the poor, of whose fund the pdstor
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was treasurer. The money given by heretics
for the relief of thé poor df the flock was doubly
welcome ; ,and they appropnated, with peculiar®
delight, about 1600 francs.® They aﬁ:erwards
broke open all the drawers’in their chambers,
took every thing that suited them, and’ qmtted
the house. .

Another party of soi disant officers, who had
quartered themselves on M. Beaumel, an elder
of the church, discovered under a bed a chest,
in which a quantity of valuables *had been
carefully deposited. They didsnot scruple to
steal the contents. .

A farm belonging to M. Fromental, the pastor,
was completely plundered, the furniture de-
stroyed, and the hogsheads of wine, which it was
too difficult to remove, stdved and wasted. Seve-
ral times the doors and windows were repaired ;
they were as.often demolished. At a late pe-
riod, after one of these attacks, the following
letter was left on the chimney-piece :

“ This moming we came to your farm to
take les oiseaur brigands. You will bring a
pretty double-barrelled gun, a pistol, a* sword,
and 250 francs, and place them where you find
this Jetter. If you fail to execute this order,
we shall burw the farm, and come to St. Chaptes -
to wish you good day, and, most likely, skoot
Jou in the middle of the market-place.

“ We are the Miquelets-of Nismes.

(Signed) ¢ SErGENT.”
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The origin(al manuscript was deposited with
the judge of the peace of the canton. M. Fro-
mental was not-indeed shot, but he fell a victim
to the persécutions he experienced. .

,'The chateau de la Tour, belonging to the
Baron Chdbaud, was several times attacked by
the miquelets from Nismes and& Uzés; and, on
one occasion, it whs near being destroyc .

M. Charles Juillerat, one of thc p: wors of
Nismes, who had fled with his father, tuok re-
fuge at the house of the Baron. The attention
of the family was excited by the cries of persons
approaching the dwelling ; and they perceived
a number® of armed men pursuing, over the
grounds, a fugitive, whom they called, *a mad
dog.” M. Juillerat, to divert the pursuers, and
favour the escape of the individual, whose life
appeared in danger, fired a pistol in the air. A
crowd was collected, and a report circulated that
a secret meeting of armed protestant ministers
was held at the chatepu. Vengeance was de-
nounced ; M. Charles Juillerat was seized, and,
to avoid being carried to Uzés, where he would
most probably have been murdered, he gave
1000 francs for his liberty, and set off for
Switzerland.

Another attack was made on the premises,

"under the pretence that General Gilly was there
cbncealed. Madame Chabaud, in very delicate
h::? and her daughter, were obliged to escape
acal¥S “the - fields, thfow themselves into a eart,
(the ohly ¢conveyaice they could procure,) and
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seek shelter and security in the neighbouring
towns. At the point of te sword the miquelets
compelled the domestics to condugt them over
the house,, took, fiye hundred_franee in money,
linen, plate, and “other effects, destreyed the
mathematical and philosophical apparatus, and
injured he library. Baron Chabaud was con-
' o to death by the revolutionary tribunal,
ar ou escaped the guillotine by the extraor-
dinary devotion and heroisth of his sister,
Madame Juillerat Chasseur, and the-epesgy of
his wife. He is now 'a deputy for the' Gard,
and has been appointéd by Louis X VIIL. one of
the questures of the chamber. .

Detachments of the same deseription mfestod.
the small village of Garrigues ; and, though the
protestants possess four-fifths of the land, and
form three-fourths of the population, they were
entirely disarmed, and arbitrarily taxed. The
miserable appearance of these new crusaders
would have excited ridicyle under other circum-
stances ; but now it was the ‘indication of
cruelty and rapine. They emptied every house
of plate, linenyiand jewellery. M, Dmer was
robbed to a considerable amount ; and’a young
female, who had surrendered her last frane, was
rifled, and'indecently deprived of the gold orna-
ments of her person,

On the 13th'of August sizfy men arrived,
and lived at discretion on the protestants for
several days. Others followed on the 18th and
20th, and raised a sum of six hundred francs;
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and, a few d:')fys after, another hundred francs
was required. The 4ge and gespectability of
the residept pastor, M. Lombard, afforded him
neither sectirity nor exemption. His house was
partlcularly injured ; and he was obliged to scek
safety inothe secrecy of - the Woods He
was another pastor whose end vas accclerated
by exposure, fatigue, anxiety, and disticss.
During the progress of these persecutions, the
municipal administration was usurped by the
catholics, and almost entirely by one family.

The populaticn‘of the’ commune.of Colorgues
is nearly all protestant; but the sub-prefect
of Uzés was so determined that the magistrates
should be both catholics and tools, that he re-
placed the protestant mayor by the servant of
Madame Lacoste, and the adjunct by a garde
champétre of the commune.

The catholics, who are in great majority in
the comniune of Bourdic, heaped upon the pro-
testants every species of indignity and op-
pression.

They induced Larnac, a catholic girl, of
victous character, and who had abandoned an
infant orf the public road, to prefer claims on
the son of one of the most respectable inhabit-
ants. As distinet as possible, both in their re-
' ligion, property, reputation, and habits, they in-
sisted on the young man uniting himself by a
marriage, % indecent as infamous, to this
wretched being.  After some time the uncle of
Larnae, became adjunct of the mayor, joined
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with the mother and her son, b¥th among the
most active of the persecutors, and summoned
the assistance of a party of the miquelets of
Nismes. ‘They were gletbrmed, that'this union
should be ‘consiiminated ; :md M. Roux had no
resource but in sudden flight. Enrggdd at the
loss of the son, they seized the father, and only
gave him the alternative of heing shot, or sign-
ing the contract of his son®s marriage before a
notary. The father preferred death to the dis-
honour of his son and his family ; and did not
hesitat® to adopt the dreadful fate ‘that was re-
served for him. His wife, his schildren, all the
protestants, and even some of the. catholics,
shocked at such atrocity, surrounded the victim,
as he was dragged out of the village, and his
family declared their determination not to sur-
vive his death. The scene was terrible. The
murderers were not prepared for so deep a tra-
gedy: they were checked, and at length*con-
sented to spare the life of M. Roux, on the pay-
ment of 1200 francs. Fhe sub-prefect, who ap-
peared to patronize the Larnacs, afterwards ef-
fected the*arrestation and imprisonment of the
unfortunate son. .

The commupe of Blauzac experienced the
greatest calamities, and endured them for a very
protracted period. The very first invasion of.
the miquelets cost the protestants fiffeen hundred
francs, which were delivered to ondt Fouchet, of
Uzés. After the performance of a farandole,
the catholics proceeded to the devastation of the
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temple. They obtained from the ‘mayor the
key, which had been-deposited with him ; and
recommenced théir farandole, and sung the
most horrid songs whére prayer was wont to' be
made. ‘The interior of the safictuary they de-
faced -ér destroyed; and the wrecks they col-
lected and burnt on the publicplace. "The pul-
pit was reserved for another fate: it was dragged
in triumph. through the streets, and the frag-
ments were afterwards fastened to the doors of
the smembers of the consistory. Trestaillons,
on his return frpm the expedition to Boticoiran,
on the 26th of August, exacted to the amount of
seventeen bundred francs ; and at La Royyiere,
besides plunder, he obtained a further sum of
two hundred and fifty francs. At different pe-
riods “the faithful” cbmpelled M. Esperandieu
_ to sign a promissory note for ome hundred
and fifty francs ; M. Coulin for two hundred ;
M. Amalric, elder of the church, for fwo Izun-
dred ; and M. Alteyrac for f5y.

It was not till after'the Bourbons had been
restored jfffteen months that it wias possible to
attempt the celebration of religiolis worship.
M. Fromental, then, like a good shepherd, col-
lected his flock in a bergerie, the temple not
being yet restored; but he was hooted, dis-

and pelte thh stones and mud, and it

was only by the interposition of the mayor, that

sen& ndislbief was prevented.

a further suspension of divine ordinances,

till thé expiration of twenty months, M. Fro.
15
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mental determined onge more te recommence
his mmxstry, on Suntfay March 9. 1817, ‘The
consigtory apprised the mayor, and requested
his protection ; and to ay c-.dall cause of irritation,
the meetihg was* #ld in a private, :dwelling.
Scarcely had the service commenm!d, when an
alarming mob’ surreunded the house, drowned
the, preacher’s voice, “with their veciferations,
broke théwvmdows, and threatened to lay violent
hands an the congregation. It was necessary to
summon the mayor, who succeeded in dis-
persing the crowd. The following Sunday a
party of sapeurs of the nationgl guard, jw full
dress uniform, artived from Uzés, supposing that
service was to be again attempted. They went
directly to the person who had lent hig house to
the consistory, and told him, *that they were
informed that he had suffered on his premises,
last Sunday, an assemblage of brigapds, and
that he intended to continue his complgisance ;
but that in case.he permitted again such a
scandal, they were come on purpose to raze
his house, and to punish his conduct.” It was
not intended to have worship on that day, and
therefore the sapeurs had no pretence, for ven-
geance; but they were not satisfied to* getire
without committing numerous acts of outrage
and disorder, At this period M.; Dar

Jouques was no longer prefect. “had

dismissed, and was replaced by M.D*Argout, who
acted on very different principles, and punished
both the guards and the mayor. In the Journal



368 COMMUNLS OF LA CALMETTE, DIONS, &C.

of the Gard.uf the 9th of April1817, there is
the following article. ¢ By a decree of the
third of this month, the prefect has suspended
from his functions,th¢ mayor of the commune
of Blauzac, for not havirg informed the sub-
prefect‘of Uzés of the disorders eommitted in
his commune, by zhree natiénal, guards of Uzds,
though he had heen gequginted with them.
The national guards have been indicted to the
tribunal of Uzés,.and provisionally disarmed.”

La Calmeite, Dions, Moussac, St. Genies, and
in fact, all the commyunes of this canton, where
there were any protestants, experienced similar
vexations, cruelty, and persecution ; all were
disarmed, without authority, and in the power
of their adversaries.
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SUBJECT CONTINUER. —C ARRONDISSEMENT OF ALAIS, == CAN-

TPN OF ALAIS. —ASSEM;BLY OF A.RMED CATIIOLICS. — AT-
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ANTS. — INSURRECTION OF THE® NATIONAL GUAilD. —
CANTON OF ANDUZE.— LOYALTY OF THE PROTESTANTS. —
CIRCULAR FROM THE CONSIQTORY.—.—ALARM QF THE IN-
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BRIGNON, AND MAURESSARGUES. — EXTORTIONS OF THE
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YECT AND THE @WINISTLR OF THE INTERIOR. — CHURCHES
OF MONTAGNAC AND VALLEMAYNE DEVASTATED. — MAS-
SILLARGUES, — REFLELTIONS.

ARRONDISSLMENT OF ALAIS.
¢ .
o

Tais arrondissement includes the greatest part
of the district watered by the streams of .the
Gardon, and calied “the Gardonnenque, and is
inhabited by a large proportion of protestants,
forming five consistorial churches. The nature
of the country, and the character of the popu-
lation, rendecred it a vast asylum for the fugi-
tives from ¢he first scenes of violence; and on
that account it was subjected to special perse-
cution.

The canton and the town of Aluis, the scat of
the prefecture, was distinguished, on the first
return of the Bourbons in 1814, by the bigotry
of thé catholics, as well as by the loyal and
liberal conduct of the protestants, who are by
far the most numerous and wealthy manufac-
turers and cultivators. It was here that the
penitents immediately began to re-establish their
ancient order, and the devotees to indulge in
fanatical excesses, which alarmed even the clergy,
and required the attention of the police. I'he
protestants were doomed to share the uneasiness
of their brethren throughout the department,
and saw, without surprise, the undisputed pro-
gress of the Emperor, till he arrived at the cha-
teau of the Tuilleries.  The success of their
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protector reduced to impotence tfeir persecuting
foes ; but instead-of taking vengeance on their
enemies, they displayed the greatest forbearance
during the whole eriod’ of 'Napoleon s ascend-
ancy ; and after’ the captur of the Duke d’An-
gouléme, the communes, dependants on Alais,
facilitated, by every possible means, the return
of the disbanded volunteerseto their respective
homes.

This system of moderation® and charity was
lost upon the impracticable ¢ friends of the altar
and the throne,” and many months of the second
return of the king witnessed the regular and
cruel oppression of multitudes of his’ best sub-
jects. The number and influence of the Cal-
vinists, and the firmness of their conduct, aided
by the good intentiond of the sub-prefect,
M. Narbonne Lara, prevented indeed the per-
petration of crimes similar to those which will
for ever disgrace the catholics of Nismes and
Uzés ; but sufferings, long and complicated, were
the reward of undeviating loyalty and exemp-
lary civism. With the worst designs, and in
pursuit of a plan which threatened the extinction
of the protestant name in that part of thé world,
from fifleen to eighteen hundred armed men from
the catholic communes in the north of the de-
partment, and from the department of the Ar-
déche, were collected in the town of Alais. It
may be easily supposed, that besides the alarm
which such an assemblage must have occasioned,
in a country where the remembrance of the
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camp of Jalegwas still fresh, it wus the source
of innumerable vexations. After repeated re-
monstrances cn the part of the reformed
population,, and preparations for a civil conflict,
which it appcared impossibie " to avoid, these
troops were withdrawn ; but it was only that
they might return when the confidence of the
protestants should,have dissipated their means of’
resistance, and have rendered them an easier
prey. The catastrophe of Ners, which will be
hereafter related, though it deranged the oper-
ations of this dangerous multitude, led to the
introduction of a large gdrrison of troops, priu-
cipally composed of Austrians, and to a more
vigorous disarming than would have been expe-
rienced as the result of a foreign invasion.

The spirit of fanatical intolerance maintained
its ascendancy during many months, and in ad-
dition to a more regular persecution by the
local government, popular ebullitions frequently
occurred. ¢ ' v

At the period of the re-opening of the tem.
ples, the catholics were every where in motion ;
and on the 12th of November, the day of the
assassination of General Lagarde at Nismes,
Alais was the theatre of alarming disturbances.
The populace had the audacity to seize the heys
of the temple, with triumphant shouts of ¢ [ ive
le Roi.” The authorities succecded in re-ob-
taining them, but they took no measures for the
apprehension and punishment of the guilty.
At night they re-assembled in increased num-

15
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bers and with augmented fury, %nd vowed that
the protestants skould ali be destroyed and their
temple be burned. They were procceding to
accomplish these catholzc imprecaticns, when the-
national guard “felt itself *obliged to Jnterrupt
their operations ; still, the magistratas neglected
to arrest the principal agitators, and the pre.
serrce of’ the troops df the line was necessary to
prevent the threatened corflagration.
‘Tumultuous crowds again® collected on the
27th ot December, and the vociferations and in-
sults, which usually pYreceded amore direct out-
rages, were recomménced. The following day,
the son ot M. Fraissinét, and his fiend, while
passing the Place St.Jean, were assailed with
stones and beaten, and would have been mangled
without mercy, if some respectable persons had
not arrived and rescued them from the most im-
minent danger. The populace became enraged,
and because vengeance was denied them, they
demanded justicd®; that is to say, required that
the two young persons should be condemried
tor sedition. They were accordingly cited be-
tore the  police-correctionclle :  witnesses were
ready to swear whatever might be netessary to
obtain a sentence. The pretended culprits were
advised not to appear, but to make the first
sacrifice, and incur the penalty for non-appear’
ance, rather than place themselves in the power
of witnesses without conscience, and judges
without pity. Thus, after having been stoned
and beaten, they were forced to pay a fine, and
BB 3
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were condemndd, one to four and the other tu
two months’ imprisonment. -

In the beginning f January, 1816, M. Perrin,
a catholic, and professor* in the collegé, was as-
sassinated. ‘The ctime was immediately im-
puted to the protestants. The prefect, M. &’ Ar-
baud Jouques, who had been ‘a tranquil spectator
of the most shocking massacres, set out imtne-
diately for Alais, to prevent, as it was said, the
excesses gf popular indignation ; but, in reality,
to give importance to an isolated fact, and more
effectually to threw suspicion on the innocent.
The guilt of the protestants could not be sus-
pected by the local authorities : they well knew
that to such a crime the whole of their conduct
might be opposed, and that for a long time they
had not been able to appear in the streets with-
out danger, and were obliged to fasten them-
selves in their houses as the night approached.
It is however belicved on respectable testimony,
that in a report to the ministér of the interior,
it was stated, ¢ that véry legitimate suspicions
attaching to the protestants of Alais, relative
to the murder of the Sieur Perrin, it was
not known to what consequences they might
lead — such was the exasperation among the
catholic people.”

It is certain, that the journal of the Gard of
the 10th of January, declared, that ¢ the assas-
sination appeared to be the result of a plot
formed by many individuals ;> and it is as cer-
tain, that the proclamation of the pretect, while
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it pretended to deprecate popularrevenge, gave
a political character and.a national importance
to the unfortunate event. * .

“ On the mtelhgence it says, of the loss
you have sustaified, in the death of an estimable
citizen and «a faithful subject, by a cyithe which
appears to have bden committed by some ene-
mies of the king and* of the country, 1 hastened
to Alais, to co-operate in the inquiries of your
administrators; but without she smallest suspi-
cion of the wisdom of your conduct, which has
always been perfect iw the mogt critical circum-
stances. You have always united with your zeal
and devotedness to the royal cause the calmness
alone worthy of a cause so noble and so excel-
lent. Justice will be done; do not doubt this :
but it ought to be done- legally, &c. —do not
suffer yourselves to be surprised by evil persons,
who have no longer any resource but in abusing
the zeal of good Frenchmen, and making’them
commit faults whmh dlbplease the king and dis-
turb the peace.” ]

'The reproach thrown on the protestants has
been completely repelled. The professor was
murdered by a ruflian, hired by an individual
who wished to obtain the place he occupied in
the college, and the assassin has confessed his
guilt: but, alas! till the refutation was esta-
blished, what fears, vexations, and anguish were
experienced by multitudes of the most honour-
able and loyal members of the community !
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After the dfsmissal of M. d’Arbaud Jouques
from the prefecture, the government found it
necessary to dissolvt the national guard of the
department.. Orgamze‘d by order of the per-
secuting faction, all-protestants had, as far as
possible,"been excluded, and it had becn the
ready instrument of violente and oppression.
Instigated by the same chigfs, it now determined
to resist the royal tnandate, and on Sunday
August 2d, it appeared at Alais in open insur-
rection. .The national guards of that town
seized the chests containing the muskets in store,
broke them open with hatchets, and burnt them
on the public place. They then proceeded to
the fort, intending to blow up the magazine and
pillage the protestants and their friends. Hap-
pily they were obliged«to suspend their opera-
tions till the next day, when a battalion of Swiss
arrived and terminated the affair.  Twenty-two
of the ringleaders were arrested; but to the
grief, though not to the surprise of inany, nearly
all were afterwards ordcred to be liberated.

“ The movement at Alais,” says M. Jouy,
“ was only a false attack, designed to draw the
prefect and the garrison from Nismes, where an
insurrection wasto have taken place, which would
have extended to all the towns of the South.”

Anduze is one of the largest towns of the
Gardonnenque. The protestants compose seven-
eighths of the population, are the great pro-
prietors, manufacturers and cultivators, and pay
nearly all the taxes. Throughout the political



LOYALTY OF PROTESTANTS. 877

agitations of the nation, it had displayed extra-
ordinary prudence and moderation; but on the
return of the Bourbons it wds nevertheless most
shamefully calumniated 4nd oppressed.

It is remarkablé, that or the arrival of Na-
poleon, thestri-coloured flag was nof rhised, in
this protestant town, till after the other towns
of the department, which was also one of the
last in the South of France: Neither the muni-
cipal council, nor the consistery addressed feli-
citations to the Emperor; nor was his restoration
celebrated in any of the religigus assemblies of
the protestants in the communes of this canton.
The entry of Louis XVIIIL., on the contrary,
was acknowledged by public thanksgivings in
their pulpits: even after his flight, prayers
were continued for his Majesty, till the public
orders to acknowledge, in divine worship, the
imperial government ; and as soon as his return
was ascertained, he was replaced in the Liturgy
of all the protestant temples. The catholic
royalists had not the smallest grievance to endure
in the Hundred Days, nor to avenge when the
battle of Waterloo placed them again on the
pimnacle of power. .

The lilies were exhibited on the *borders of
the Gurdon of Anduze, either the same day or
the day after Nismes, according to the distances
of the respective communes. It was therefore
absolutely without the slightest reproach for the
past, or apprchension for the future, that extra-
ordinary commissioners, persecuting pacificators,
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and pious assagsins, were let loose on the canton
of Anduze. : .

Driven from. Nismes and the neighbouring
cantons, it was only ifl the Cevenncs and the
Gardonnenque, and« especially 'at Anduze, the
key of thvalleys, that the protestants could hope
for an asylum or trust for defenge; and thither
men, women, children, and baggage wrived
day and night. ¢

The situation in which the inhabitants four |
themselves, may be collected from the measures
contemplated by the consstory, bt which they
were unable to carry into effect.

The consistory of Anduze was presided by a
venegable pastor, distinguished for his know-
ledge and his piety ; an attack of paralysis had
left the energy of his character unimpaired, and
that energy he employed to avert the evils which
threatened his beloved flock. 'The consistory
were convoked to deliberate on an address to
the king, exposing the true condition of the
protestants of the Gard, and imploring s
justice; but aware that the concwrenve of
other churches would be incalculably veful,
they prepared and dispatched the following, cu-

cular: ‘

. « Anduze, July 25. 1815.

«« What has already taken place, and what
dally occurs on the subject of religion, having
spread general alarm, it is of the utmost im-
portance to inform the government and the
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king himself, by a memoir anda deputation
from the consistosigs of the several churches.
The special object of the mitsion should be to
explain, that, if after rejolcing so cordially at the
return of the Bufbons, the protestants appear
tohave cooled, in this part of the courityy,'in their
senbments towards that family, it has been solely
occasioned by the uneasiness ;and alarm excited
vy the conduct of catholics®of all classes, who,
li-.cning to their own passions and prejudices,
have acted as if the name and the religion of
the king, of which they avail themselves, could
authorize their excesses. . It might be observed
that this state of things has been notorious, —
that the extraordinary commissioner and the
other agents of government have been, expressly
wformed, — that nevertheless the evil has in-
creased, — that it was not diminished by the
presence of the prince —and that even at that
cpoch the rumour of a new St. Bartholdmew
was so mdustriously spread among the people,
ind had filled their mitds with such terror,
that tiw appearance of Bonaparte would then
have boen regmded as a means of safety. It
shoulil be -tated, that the protestants have never
bebeved that the king entertains such an in-
tention, nor even the design of persecuting
them ; and that they attribute to his false friends,
to evil designing persons, or to individuals led
astray by fanaticism, the persecution actually car-
ried on against them, and the alarm with which
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they are unWillingly inspired.  To tranquil-
lize them, it should be repregented, that it would
only be necesszry that there should no longer be
evident, the complete toleration of thi vexations
complained of, such as insults, extortion, pil-
lage, imprisonment, and murders The king
might thenceforth be certain, that he could not
have more faithful-and zeslous subjects thai the
protestants of the Gard.
(Signed) <« Bracuon, President,
« MirravL, SouLikg, Pastors.”

ES

Such a memoir could not have been prepared
without a®general meeting ; and the sufferers
were afraid of compromising themsclves by a
step whick would not have been sanctioned by
the hostile authorities,”but would probably have
been denounced as a seditious conspiracy. So
great was the terror, and so violent the persecu-
tion, that they were even afraid of writing o
each other; besides which, the consistories
could not assemble, as in many of the churches
the members had fled. Nothing, therefore, could
be determined by the body ; and the protestants
of Anduze feared that their individual cfforts
would irfitate without advantage, and only
aggravate the calamities under which they

‘ groaned.
On transmitting their circular to the consistory
of Pris, they subjoined an ®interesting ap-

p@al ? —
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« Aupust 1. 1815.

“ 1t only remains for-us to beseech you to
examine, how far you may Be akle to concur in
the objecy either yourstlvas or by the agency
of persons who Interest themselves in our cauyse ;
especially as the churches are prevgnted from
coming to an understanding as to the mission of
deputies ; most of the consigtories being unable
to assemble, some being *even dispersed, and
their pastors fugitives. We live in a time when
nothing should be neglected for the safety of
our churches. * . .

(Signed) ¢ BracHon, President,
s¢ MiriaL, SouLikrs, Pastors.”

It was in this sitnation, when called upon to
protect their disarmed friends and relatives from
the remorscless bands of Trestaillons and Quatre-
taillons, that the inhabitants of Anduze were re-
quired to relinquish all their arms, and to swell
the number of dcfenceless victims, Shameful as
was the requisition, it Was on the point of being
obeyed, when they learnt that they were threat-
ened with new and imminent danger. rom
fifteen to eighteen hundred men, fromthe catholic
communes in the north, and front the*department
of the Ardéche, had arrived at Alais; a great
number had also set out tor the Cevennes and thé
Gardonnenque by two roads, and had advanced
as far as Gajahs ou one side, and Boucoiran
and St. Genies on the other. A just alarm seized
every breast, — labour was suspended, and all
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who could beae arms threw themselves into An-
duze, as the barrier destined.to arrest the ap-
proaching inundation. Nothing could cxceed
the regulirity, ' loyalty, and prudeyce of the
principal protestantss The bin'ds from Nismes
and Uzés,, mtlmldated by the firm and com-
manding attitude of the citizens of the Gar-
donnenque, measuged back their steps, marked
by plunder and cruelty, and dragging with them
M. Gore, mayor of Gajans, and M.Béchard,
mayor of Dions, who was shot by Quatretaillons
among the prisoners of Uzés.

The assembly of Anduze resolved to submit
to any public arrangement, provided, the local
authorities would give reasonable guarantces,
for their common safety.

A deputation was sent to the sub-prefect,
with an offer to march to any point, under the
orders of the magistrates, and to give all the
strength to the government, necessary to put
down a confederacy which threatened to destroy
the department. This ‘offer was not accepted ;
but it was agreed, that they should repair to
Nismes and remonstrate with the military com-
mandant. .

The deputies there represented to the general,
that the collection of an army at Alais of such
a composition, had naturally caused general
alarm,—that all the Gardonnenque was perfectly
obedient to the government, — that in the whole
arrondissement not a single incident had occurred
in opposition to this spirit, — that it was unjust
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to disarm a large portion of the cémmon family,
when a party was animated by the desire of ven-
geance and proscription, and when the dreadful
state of thp disarmed cothmunes daily attested
the danger of the ‘measure.® The commandant
professed to feel the force, of some of these ob-
servations, and .prbmised that the troops in
question should not be allowed to trouble the
arrondissement. y

Another deputation waiteds on the sub-pre-
fect, M. Narbonne Lara, to thank him for the
attention he had paid te the, wishes of the
protestants, and to réquest the dismissal of the
armed force. This magistrate promised to dis-
miss all but 800 men, as soon as the national
guards collected at Anduze should haye retired
to their homes. The protestants were disposed
to confide in this arrangement, on the assurance
of the sub-prefect; and the sub-prefect, on
his part, had such confidence in the force of
Anduze, that he fook men from that body to
dissolve another assembly formed on similar
principles, and determined to defend itself it
attacked unjustly by the catholics. This as-
sembly was no longer in existence ; for-the pro-
mise of the sub-prefect had dispelled their most
lively apprehensions, and the persons who com-
posed it had disbanded themselves before his
arrival. .

'The national guards collected at Anduze, be-
gan also to retire, and the sub-prefect conceded
that they should not be disarmed, till a more
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regular admiristration could epsure security to
all citizens of whatever faith.  Every thing
promised improvement, and the electoral col-
leges wete cohvoked: But, at this moment a
new series of eventc commenced.

The ‘3ub prefect was on a visit at Anduze,
and had confirmed all’his assurances, when fresh
orders arrived from Nismes, for a complete sur-
render of arms throughout the district. By com-
mon consent it was resolved to apply to M. Jules
Calvieres, who still acted as prefect, though
another prefect had beew appointed by the king.
The mayor and a member of the municipal
council were to accompany the sub-prefect to
Nismes ; but on their arrival at Alais, they met
a delegate of an extraordinary roy al commis-
sioner, and it was unnecessary to procced.
The delegatc and the sub-prefect went with
the deputies to Anduze, and there publicly de-
clared, that the national guard should not be
disarmed, but that if any. individuals were
found unworthy of their trust, their arms should
be taken by the local authorities. The guard,
assembled in honour of the visitors, testified its
pleasure, by repeated shouts of « Vive le Rui,”
and took .the oath of fidelity ; and the magis-
trates retired with the most perfect satisfaction.
Thus after long agitation and alarm, by ity
firmpess and good conduct, Anduze escaped,
the second time, the privation of the means of

gelf-defence. .



FRESH ALARMS. 385

A state of things so just anfl desirable was
not suited to the-evil genius of the administra-
tion. After some days of fepose, a letter from
the sub-piefect threw the town and canten into
the greatest consternation!  The municipality
.were informred by this letter, that M. Narbonne
Lara was apprized’ of the great fermentation
that had taken place? that ke was consequently
exccedingly anxious, and was ready to send
whatever assistance might be hecessary to main-
tain tranquillity, Unhappily, before the com-
munication of this letter, he dad already re-
called the troops, ‘'whem he had dismissed,
from the Catholic districts of the north. All
confidence was destroyed. It was evident,
that after the personal inspection and arrange-
ments of the sub-prefect’and the delegate, the
pretended situation of the canton could not be
belicved, and that however well disposed the
sub-prefect might be, he was no longer master
of his own conduct. The ‘elements of the
storm were collected in *higher regions. A de-
putation from the municipal body and the
principal inhabitants visited the sub-prefect, and
attested the perfect tranquillity of the town, and
even of the whole of the communes éf the can-
ton. Once more the sub-prefect appeared con-
vinced, and instead of sending an armed force’
to Anduze, he promised to do all he could
personally, to prevent the incursion of those
bands, within the limits of his authority, by
whom other arrondisscmens had been so dread-

cc
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fully oppressed. He accordingly addressed a
circular to all the mayors, ordering nightly
patroles on all:the' borders of the arrondisse-
ment, to oppose the jnroads of the: miquelets
from Uzés and front Nismes. ‘The catastrophe
of Ners, which led to the sudder. advance of
the Austrians, changed completely the aspect of
affairs, and finally effected the total disarming
of the protestants of 'the Gardonnenque, and the
possession of their arms by their most bitter
adversaries. But that at this very period the in-
habitants of Anduze kad committed no political
fault, and bad merited no persecution, may be
satisfactoriy gathered from the lctter of the
sub-prefect, on the first rumour of the situation
of Ners. .

« This morning, before day-light,” says he,
¢ I sent twenty men of the cavalry of the national
guard to Ners, to ascertain the situation of
affairs, &c. If it should be necessary to send
succours to the Chasseurs Royaux, I shall call
upon the national guards of my arrondisscment ;
and that of Anduze will be one of those wludx
I shall employ with the greatest confidence,
because 1 can depend on its good spirit.”

It is ndt a little curious, that on the same
day that the prefect, M. d’Arbaud Jouques,
denounced this canton, and many others, as in a
state of rebellion, and its national guard as
vicious, and condemned the canton to military
law and occupation, and the guard to immediatc
-dissolution ; the sub-prefect, who had the most
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perfect local knowledge, expressed the utmost
confidence in the spirit’ of the population, and
sclected the national guard of Ahduzg, to main-
tain publia tranqujllity, and to protect the troops
exclusively royal.

The details of all the sufferings of thls con-
sistorial chureh,* would occupy too much space,
and*present only a dlsguqtmg repetition of acts
of outrage and injustice ; *but the history that
has bccn given of the treatmcht cxperienced by
the legal and constitutional guardians of order
and tranquillity, in thi$ most protestant district,
will illustrate the systetn of calumny adopted
for the destruction of virtuous citizerdls, and the
methods  employed to irritate their passions,
deprive them of their arms, and expel them
from the ranks of the national guard.

That under all these injuries and calamities,
they preserved, unimpaired, their titles to the
national esteem and gratitude, and the honour
of the religion they professed, is evident from
testimony above suspicion, contained in the
followmng letter from M. de Micault, Commis-

sioner of the King, to the municipality of

Anduze.

«« Anduze, November 8th, 1815,
« Mr. Mavor,

* When 1 arrived in your commune, in the
name of the king, with the message of peace
and consolation, you opened to me all your
hearts, and I was not backward to acknowledge

ce 2
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the legitimacy of the fe'us by which you were
agitated. ’

« Happy in baving been able, in so short a
period, to allay yout apprehensions, by dissipat-
ing prejudices, which appearances falsely inter-
preted had occasioned against the town and
the canton of Anduze, T canubt approach the
expiration of’ the period of my stay, without the
most lively regret.

¢ One thing afone can mitigate my feelings;
and that is, my intimate persuasion, that the
testimonies you have given me of your satisfac-
tion, werc too sincere ot to be durable; and it
will be delightful to believe, that though absent,
I shall always preserve, what I most highly
value, a place in your hearts.

« On my part, be hssured that I shall ever
feel for you the same affection, and that I shall
consider as a new sourcc of happiness, cvery
circumstance which affords me any opportunity
of being useful to you.

« Accept this assurance, and believe that my
felicity depends on yours.

(Signed) I.. P. Micaurr,
‘ «“ Com. Mil. du Roi.”

The canton of St Jean du Gard is situated
among the wild and sterile mountains of the
Cevennes; but it possesses a large consistorial
church, and in addition to the fertility and
wealth, which the industry of the protestants
has produced, may be found in abundance, the
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more valuable and delicious fruids of their holy
and amiable religion. .It was herc that the
persccuting soldiers of the Duke d’Angouléme
experienced special kihdngss *and fenerosity.
They traversed ‘tlle districtrwith the ensigns of
royalty, when the tri-coloured flag wWaved in
cevery town and, vitlage they entered, and was
fina]ly raised bechinde them jn the canton they
had left ; but instead of suffering injuries and
captivity, they enjoyed security and comfort.
M. Genies, the pastor and president of the
consistory, even accompanied .thc mayor to the
lodgings where these hostile troops were quar-
tered, and recommended them personally and
particularly to the attention of their hosts.

In return, St.Jean du Gard was trcated with
untempered rigour — denounced by the royal
commissioners and the pretectas rebellious—sub-
jected to martial law — disarmed and garrisoned
by foreign troops — and after all, oppressed by
an agent, denommated, in opposition to a royal
ordonnance, a royal cosimissioner.

One fact will demonstrate the abuse of his
irregular and despotic power.

The protestants of' the commuue «of Mialet
had been authorised by the former government,
to appropriate an old and abandoned church, on
the condition, of’ their paying to the treasury
of the catholics, an aunual rent of 60 francs.
The dilapidggied building was accordingly re-
paired ,;34’%‘]1011‘ eapense, and conscerated to
their weteship; and since the period ot their

:

i
o cc 38
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occupation nothing had disturbed the harmony
or the compact which existed between the ca-
tholics and the calvinists. It remained for the
soi-disant ‘comniissioner of a king, who had
guarantecd by Ais charter all rights and interests,
to terminate this profanation, ard cject the
heretics. Accompanied by the_curé of St. Jean
du Gard, and a party o national guards sc-
lected from the most bigotted and furious ca-
tholics, he procceded to the capture of the
temple of Mialet. The mayor and the inba-
bitants explained and remonstrated; but the
arms of the national guards, the threats of' the
commissioner, and the anathemas of the pricst,
silenced all the appeals of rcason, justice, and
religion ; the tenants were compelled to sur-
render the keys of their sanctuary, and the
compact, so long found beneficial to both parties,
was violently and arbitrarily dissolved.

The cantons of I'czenobre and Ledignan con-
tain one large consistorial chvrch, formed from
the population of nearly 30 rural communes.
who are principally employed in the cultivation of
vines and mulberry trees, the breed ol silk-
worms, and the spinning ot silk.

Rich in their own industry and simplicity.
and ardently attached to a religion transmitted

+to them by their ancestors at the sacrifice of
their lives, the protestant inhabitants of these
humble villages, could not but be objects of
envy and hatred to the ambitious and intolerant
catholics. To the sounds of « Vive le Ros,
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vive la Croix,”’ their fields were amade desolate,
and their cottages stained, not with the pro-
tecting sign of the passover, but with the seal
of selecte(} vengeance. ‘. '

Among the dommunes which were the” most
heavily visited, Ners and Boucoiran Were dis-
tinguished. The ctents that occurred in these
communes, were in themselves so dreadful, and
in their influence on the®general progress of
the persccution so important, that they must be
correctly and minutely related.

Ners and Boucoirans On thg 24th of August
(8t. Bartholomew’s Day,) two squadrons of
cavalry set out from Nismes, with the professed
intention of marching directly to Alais. They
belonged to a newly formed regimt’ant, called
the Chasscurs  Royauxe de Marquis de Cal-
viéres-Vezenobre ; as though they were raised
and paid by the Marquis de Vezenobre, ac-
cording to the feudal system of the ancicn
regime.  Their very title marked the spirit of
the troops, and the designs of those by whom
they were employed, and distinguished them,
as the agents of piivate and party policy, from
the regular and constitutional force.intrusted
to the king. .

The distance from Nismes to Alais is about
24 miles, and as there is no town on the route-
suflicicntly large to quarter a body of troops,
they are accustomed to march in the day from
one depdt to the other. Without previous in-
formation, these troops entered Boucoiran early

cc #
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in the morningy and demanded lodgings. They
were nearly halt-way on the road to Alais, and
the greater part of the day was before them ;
Boucoiran‘was too small'a village tolodge fire hun-
dred cavalry ; but in spite of the dlarm and incon-
venience' of their stay, they were determined to
remain. About nine ‘o’clock in the morning,
M. Vidal, the mayqr of Ners, a village nearer
Alais, on the other sitle of the Gardon, received
from the mayor of Boucoiran a request to lodge
a detachment of about 150 chasseurs ; and im-
mediately after, the quarter-master arrived.
The detachment entered the village about ten
o’clock. .

Such an unexpected movement of troops,
when even one armed individual occasioned unea-
siness, could not but inspire the peasantry with
considerable alarm. Especially, after the sub-
prefect had promised a reduction of the force
assembled at Alais, and ordered nightly patroles
on the borders of the arroundissement; and
when the intruders assumed a title so inauspi-
cious, and to modern France so strange, the citi-
zens feared, that under pretence of establishing
the royal «authority, they should have to suffer
oppressiony pillage, and murder.  Apprehension,
or prudence, soon induced all the armed inhabi-
tants to quit the village, and take their station
on an adjoining height. By this step they
thought to avoid all quarrels, and escape all

danger.
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In a few hours, the report of the arrival of
these unwelcome troops was spread through the
country, and the same apprehension was en-
tertained by all the néighbouting communes.
To preserve théit own homes, they thought it
necessary to assist those who appedred the
first menaced. , Mere thin a thousand national
guayrds rallied for the defence of Ners, and
formed a sort of encampinent on a plain above
the village. .

As soon as the Chasscurs were aware of the
union of the armed inhgbitants of Ners, they
endeavoured to diminigsh their numbers, and
engage them to surrender their arms: but per-
conal safety was paramount. The peasants re-
plied nelthel “ by vociterations,” which v.ould
have irritated, nor by adischarge of musketr y,
which would have killed the oﬂ]cm‘s, but by sin-
cere protestations, that the military had nothing
to apprehend, and that their design was not to
injure them, buteto protect their own families
and save their own livesy

In the mean time several of the Chasseurs
began to threaten and torment their hosts, pre-
tending that ¢ their sabres had been sharpened,
and that at midnight the remainder of the regi-
ment would arrive and assist them to put the
village to rights.”  The officers also were dis-
posed to insult the country-people; not being
able to appear amiable, they attempted to be
formidable ; indulged in the grossest invectives,
and denonced the heaviest punishment.  Such
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boasts and threats were at least imprudent, and
discovered any thing but friendly and pacific
intentions. .o

Unfortunately, a young man, whom they met
in the street without a cockade'in his cap, was
treated With great violence, and declaring that
he was a rebel, they beat hith and dragged him
to prison. The women whe witnessed this scene
raised a cry of terror®and indignation, which re-
sounded through the village, and was heard at
the place of encampment. Iear became violent
and contagious, and the villagers thought only
of finding safety in immediate flight. Old men,
women, and children, ran through the fields to
escape the dreaded fury of the soldicry. The
roads were choaked with baggage and carts
loaded with linen and goods, which they hoped
to save from plunder and conflagration.

A spectacle so afflicting conld not but distress
and enrage the national guards, already disposed
to terminate a condition of oppression and in-
c-rtitude, which became every day more insup-
portable. In such circumstances, nothing but
the ascendancy of virtue, and t! ¢ fiemness and
encrgy ofa superior mind, could succecd to calm
the general cffervescence, and check a torrent
which threatened to overwhelm the troops and
produce in the department the greatest cala-
mities.

Happily at this critical moment M. Bruguier
the pastor appeared. Ilis well known and
authoritative voice, enjoined order and tranquil-
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lity. His tongue, accustomed tp announce the
most solemn truths, described the fatal conse-
quences to their brethren ang their country of a
passionate and inconsidetatg attack, and repre-
sented the certainty of revelt being ascribed to
those, who, ,indulging what they thought to be
only just and ngtuzal resentments, m]ght obtain
a cpmplete and immediate triumph. His per-
suasive and paternal tonep softcned down the
spirit of the warlike peasants, and, supported by
the observations of other wise and reflecting
persons, produced all.the effect his patriotism
had desired. The inhapitants of several com-
munes had already retired to their hames, others
were about to imitate their example, when a new
incident threw fuel on the dying flame, and ex-
cited to frenzy the anger,of the national guards.
It was sun-set, but the smallest objects were
still discernible, the bustle of the encampments
had in a great degree subsided, and such a still-
ness reigned as eften in a cummer’s cvening
seems Lo pay homage toethe retiring light. On a
sudden, the report of'a fire-arm discharged in the
suburbs of” the village reached the height, and
intelligence immediately followed, that M. Per-
rier was hilled. The guards, who were preparing
to depart, rushed to their posts; the peasants flew
to arms ; nothing was heard but cries of venge
ance and fury, and the citizens with rage and
despair in their bearts resolved to march against
the detachment and obtain satisfaction for a
dreadful crime.  Once more M. Bruguier threw



396 MURDER OF M. PERRIER

himself between the peasants and the objects of
their indignation, and.at the peril of his life
opposed his influenec to the tumultuous violence
of their passions ; and once more he succeeded
in arresting their steps and preventing a fright-
ful scené of carnage and destruction.

M. Perricr, the late mayor of Ners, was a
protestant, known to all the national guards of
the surrounding communes, and universally re-
spected by the inkabitants.  For some ycars he
had held his office, and discharged its functions
with credit and jntegrity: On the first restor-
ation, the Bourbons found him mayor and con-
tinued him at his post. During the hundred
days he had not been displaced, and without
meddling with the political causes of successive
changes, he exerted himself to maintain order,
and conduct the ordinary operations of’ the civil
institutions. Within the last month (July 27th.)
he had been dismissed by the provisory prefect,
M. Calvicres, and re-placed vy M. Vidal, the
present mayor. e was now without any official
obligation or authority ; but the weight of his
character and his knowledge of business were
on this oocasion consecrated to the service ot his
country, ard he assisted M. Bruguicr in calming
the feelings of the guards, and inducing those
from a distance to retire. He had just de-
scended to the village, when M. Calvieres, an
officer of the chasseurs, took him by the arm,
and drew him, though reluctantly, again towards
the place of encampment ; but they had scarcely

18
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arrived at one of the extremiticsy of the village,
before he reccived a mortal shot, and instantly
expired. The nature of the waund is unques-
tionable. It is thus officiatly described by the
judge of the peace and his proper assistants in
their procés verbal of the inspection of the
corpse, prior te its removal for interment the
following day. d ,

« We found the body of M. Perrier laid on
the pavement between the houses Tessier and
Bruguicr, in the street leading to Colombier.
We examined it, and found between the two
breasts, but nearest to the left, a large hole of a
round figure, which we judged to be about fhrec
inches in dicmeler, and occasioned by a fire-
arm.  We caused the body to be tprned, and
perceived that it was perforated by a shot, which
from the largeness of the wound must have been
fired close to the deceased, (d bout portant.)
The corpse was guarded by three men appointed
by the mayor.” *

These guards, and several other inhabitants,
describe the clothes and even the flesh as having
been burnt by the cexplosion, and the wadding
as being attached to the wound. .

The spot on which the murder was committed
was not within view of the national guards, nor
within rcach of their muskets. "The deceased
had been dismissed from his office by the pre-
fect, the persecutor of the protestants, and died
regretted by all the inhabitants collected on the
heights. But still his death was attributed to
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the national guards, and made the pretext (o
aggravated persecutions in most of the protest-
ant districts. The person who fired on the ex-
mayor must have been either near to him or at
a distance. In the' first case; though the sun
was set, 1t was still light and the smallest objects
were discernible ; the officer’ was dressed in uni-
form, which not only distinguished him from the
ex-mavor, but rendefed him a mark for the aim
of an assgilant. How then can it be imagined
that any ot the country-pcople would have
selected their fellow-citizen, friend, and te-
spected ex-magistrate, in prefereuce of the officer
of those chasseurs, on whom they weie disposed
to take vengeance tor thew ill-treatment of their
wives and families® In the second case, 1f the
shot were fired from a distance, more or less con-
siderable, how could it have happened that the
wound should have been so large and deep as
the agents of the government describe it to have
been — that the clothes and tlesh of M. Penier
should have been burnt—=-and that the oflicer who
declared himself to be wounded, should have
been wounded in the right hand, when only one
piece was fired, and the ex-mayor was killed on
his left ? No cvidence, however corrupt, no rea-
soning, however subtle, can destroy natural facts,
or impeach the testimonies of time and place.
Night drew on, and the commander of the
chasseurs asscmbled his men on the great road,
and in front of an inn, kept by the adjoint or
deputy mayor.  The landlord was at the house
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of the mayor at the other end ofthe commune,
when the mayor was summoned to attend the
commandant. The mayor imwmed:ately complied,
and took with him M. Daniel Cambon, his
adjoint, and M. Coudouleux, membel)' of the
municipal council. M. Cambon was seized, on
the charge of hawing fired on the chasseurs from
a window in the village. 'The mayor protested,
and proved that his adjoint Was innocent.: every
body knew him to be inunocent ; and certainly
if’ he had not been innocent, he would scarcely
have presented himself’ veluntayily to the com-
mandant, when he had the means of avoiding
him so completely in his power. Thestruth was,
he had resisted the violent and extortionate con-
duct of the soldiers, and they had threatened
vengeance.  They did aot threaten in vain:
he was dragged with two other prisoners to
Nismes, and on the moment of their arrival,
by authority of the prefect, M. d’Afbaud
Jouques, they were shot by the Austrians, with-
out the shadow of form, or the semblance of
justice.

The chasseurs fell back on Boucoiran, and
joined a large band of catholics whe had ar-
rived from Nismes, headed by Trestaillons and
his comrades. 'This junction left no doubt on
the minds of the inhabitants. They saw their”
worst fears justified, and they perceived in the
number of catholics assembled at Alais, — the
march of the chasscurs, — the movement of
Trestaillons from Nismes, and Quatretaillons
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from Uzes, a fegular plan for attack and mas-
sacre, which wastobe terminated by the Austrians
extirpating as: rebels a peaceable population,
goaded to resmtanco by oppressors and mur-
derers. (

The seizure of M. C ambon, as well as the as-
sassination of M. Perrier, ' was known imme-
diately among his .brother protestants; and in
the morning, (August 25.) a great many na-
tional guards and*peasants collected at Boucor-
ran, Indignant at an act so unjust, and so
destructive of the rights of citizens, they de-
manded his liberation, -and also the restoration
of numerdus articles of which the inhabitants
of Boucoiran and the neighbouring villages had
been deprived ; and, among other things, of a
quantity of goods and lthrec hundred ftrancs
taken from MM. Pic and Maurin, at the ham-
let of L’Eglise. 'These equitable demands were
rejected, — every effort was  unsuccessful, —
exasperation succecded, and “everal skirmishes
took place, which wduld have become more
serious and decisive, had not the Austrians ap-
peared. It was not the intention of the pea-
sants to make war on the allics, nor to contend
with the ‘regular armed force of the govern-
ment, but to oppose the aggressions, and resent
“the violence, of lawless and Dblood-thirsty ban-
ditti.

When the pillage of Boucoiran had augmented
their booty, all the bands (except the Austrians)
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set off by cross roads, and pluitdered and de-
vastated wherever they went. Quatretaillons,
in the mean while, was operatmg on the side
of St. Maurice, whence ‘he tore six fathers of
families and shot them, as hds been already men-
tioned, on the esplanade of Uzes. , °

Such were the drtadful events of Ners; but
farther to illustrate them, and at the same
time to exhibit more clearly’the system of mis-
representation that was pursued, the official ac-
count given in the journal of the Gard is placed
in a note, accompanied with obsgrvations, which
it will be proper carefully to read and impartially

to compare. *

* OrrFICIAL ACCOUNT.

¢ Thursday the 24th two
squadrons of the regiment of
Chasseurs Royaux de Mon.
le Marquis de Calvieres
Vezenobre were sent to form
the garrison of Alais.,

¢ They arrived at Bou-
coiran at seven in the even-
ing, the greater part without
arms, and each leading a
horse besides that mounted.

* Not being all able to
lodge in that place, some of
them were sent on as far as
the village of Ners, where
they were quartered at private
houses.

« At dark the command-
ant of this detachment being

"

OBSERVATIONS.

They néver went to Alais.
The object was to oppress
the protestants, that under
pretence of rebellion the
allies might destroy them in
mass.

. They arrived at Boucoiran
about nine in the morning,
and at Ners about fen ; all
armed, but badly eqmpped
and having more thS air of
assassins than soldlers.

It was very eady to march
them to Alais, with only halt-
ing at Boucoiran to refresh.

»

He knew of the assem-
blage soon after his arrival,

DD



402

EVENTS OF NERS.

One circumstance connected with this tra-

gedy merits particular notice.

M. Bruguier, the

excellent and- herbic pastor of Ners, who had

L2

e

OFFIC]AL ACCOUNT.
informed, that on the right of
the village there was an as-
semblage of armed men or-
dered it to be reconnoitred,
and the bugle to $ound to
horse.

« Some chasseu}'§ who had
not time to mount their
horses, were surprised by
their hosts, disarmed and un-
dressed. '

v

¢ Immediately after, the
former mayor came to in-
form the commandant, that
there was another assemblage
formed in the village, and
even on the place of the
mayoralty.

« M. Cabrieres, the lieu-
tenant, was sent to recon-
noitre this assemblage, fol-
lowed by a detachment, and
conducted by the ex-mayor.

 Arrived at the place of
the mayoralty, he advanced
towards the assemblage with
his guide, and addressed it in
amicable terms.

OBSERVATIONS.
and when it was only com-
posed of the inhabitants of
Ners. The bugle was not
sounded till the evening, and
after the death of M. Perrier.

The men bearing arms had
left the village, and the old
men and the women, instead
of injuring the chasseurs,
showed them cvery attention
possible, in order to prevent
altercation and disturbance.

The whole of this para-
graph is atterly and abomin-
ably false.

This officer was not follow-
ed by any detachment: he
was alone with M. Perrier,
the ex-mayor.

They did not go to the
place of the mayoralty,
where ten men could not
manceuvre, but towards the
encampment. They disco-
vered no assemblage, because
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done every thing that it was podsible to do, to

calm popular fervour

and prevent confusion,,

who had held back the arp of verygeance when it

OFFICIAL ACCOUNT.
o
L]

“ The rebels answered b'y
vociferations, and a dis-
charge of musketry, by which
the ex-mayor was killed at
his side, and he was weunded
in the arm.

¢ The inhabitants, on their
part, fired from the windows
of their houses, and amongst
them was distinguished, the
adjoint of the mayor.

« M. Cabricres retired on
the rest of the troop, who
fell back and biveuacked on
the other side of the Gardon,
taking with them the adjoint
of the mayor, who was scized
in his house.

D

Onsmnv‘vguﬁ«s.

they did not léave the vil-
lage. .
There was only one shot
ﬁrccf, and that not by the
protestants. The officer re-
fused to show his wound or
have it dressed, though the
"new may8r was a surgeon.

* Let it be observed, that
the assemblage ¥as charged
with the murder of M. Per-
rier, and the wound of M.Ca-
brieres. Here 1 is assert-
ed, that the inhabitants fired

from their houses in the
narrow streets ef Ners, and
yet there were' neitherskilled

nor wounded !}

. M.Cambon was not seized
n his house, but in the street,
by the side of the mayor,
with a lantern in his hand,
and the mayor dgclaring his
innocence. This mayor, who
bad replaced "M. Perrier,
dught to have had some in-
fluence wiQx the command-
ant. The journal does not
mention that, among other
things, they took with them
M. Perricr’s horse, and sold
it at Nismes.

2
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would have falen with terrible efliciency on the
,Toyal troops, and to whom it was owing that
civil war had not is fgll course in the South of

™

OrricrAL ACCOUNT.
¢ The morning of the 25th
was spent in parleys: the
chasseurs were wise and mo-
derate, but they could pro-
duce no effect on the furies.

OBREQVATIONS.

The  chasseurs refused to
set at liberty M, Cambon, or
to restore their plunder; but
they required the national
guards to surrender their
arms, and place themselves

.. in the power of the merciful

“ In spite of his wound,
M. Cabrierés came express to
give information of the affair,
and to receive the orders of
the government.

# Six hundred Tyrolese
were sent from the Aus-
trian troops at nine in the
mortfing: theyarrived at Ners'
at one in the afternoon.

¢ They were accompanied
by 200 of the chasseurs 2
cheval, and found about 5 or
600 of the rebels: they were
ranged in.order of battle, and

began to fige.

L]

“ The commanding officer
ordered thecharge: it was
executed, and the rebels were
routed.

Trestaillons,

It is not a’little astonishing
that an officer with a ball in
his arm, and his wound un-
dressed, should be sent ex-
press to receive orders !

They arrived at Ners very
late, because affairs had 'de-
tained them at Boucoiran.

The pretended rebels
were not ranged in any or-
der, much less in the order
of battle.  Without any
commander, they placed
themselves in the fields or on
the hills, to the best advan-
tage, and this not near Ners,
but Boucoiran.

There was neither battle,
combat, nor charge ; all pass-
ed in petty skirmishes.
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France; instead of being hondured “and re-
warded by the government, became the object
of the most malignant and protracted persecu-

OFFICIAL ACCOUNT.

« Four Tyrolese were lill-
ed and nine wounded. The
rebels left on the field of bat-
tle, sizty or eighty killed and
wounded.

‘ Several prisopers were

made, three of whom arrived

at Nismes the same day at six
in the evening.

« Account of the death of

M. Cambon, published l:y M.
D’Arbaud Jouques, prefect
of the Gard, in his own justi-
fication. *

« Behold the truth !

« Threemenwere made pri-
soners by the Austrians,inthe
combat of the 25th of August,
atthemoment, evenwhenthey
fired on the Austrians; con-
ducted before the General,
they were condemned by mili-
tary justice, as rebels against

OBSERVATIONS.
Several of the Chasseurs
Royaux were killed, and two
of the* peasants..

This is a gross artifice.
The three prisoners who ar-
rived wefe the unfortunate
M. Cambon and his compa-
nions, M.Cambon was not
taken by the Austrians, but
by the chasseurs the night
before. They wtre shot by
the Austrians the instant of
their arrival at Nismes,on the
féte of St. Louis; and about
the time thatthe Austrians ar-
rived at Ners. M.D’Arbaud
Jouques, the prefect, has had
the effrontery to publish to
the world that M. Cambon
was taken by the Austrians,
on the 25th, in the act of
firing On them ; when the of-
ficial account, alréady quoted,
statesthathe was seizedby the
chasseurs on the night of the
24th, for having fired at them
froma window!! The prefect
styles them three men, when
one was a magistrate, the ad-

PD3 -
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tion. Denouficed as a traitor, he was obliged
to abandon his home and flee for his life. A
price was set on his head, and his flock heard it
publicly announced in the markets of the sur-
roundipg towns with the sound of the trumpet
or the drum. During many menths he was
obhgcd to wander in the fields-and conceal him-
self in the woods. His stfferings continued till
after the dismissal of the prefect, D’Arbaud
Jouques. The iniquity of this treatment is now
placed beyond all question. M. D’Argout, who
succeeded M. I’ Arbaud Jouques in the prefec-
ture, examimed all the particulars of M. Bru-
guier’s case, and interested himself so zealously
in his behalf, that in spite of all the efforts of
his enemies, he has been not only restored to
liberty and security, but re-instated in all his
pastoral rights and fanctions, and now exercises
his ministry among his delighted and affectionatc
flock. The restoration of the pastor of Ners
was a real féte to every protéstant; for the old-
est inhabitant does not remember, and the

kA

OrFicIAL ACCOUNT. OBSERVATIONS.

the lawful authority. The joint of the mayor, and an-
orders of Comte Stahrem- other, a garde champétre, by
berg was their only judg- his office obliged to bear
ment.” arms. What can be thought
. of a prefect who did not
rise from his banquet to save
the lives, or examine the
conduct of three French citi-

zens ?
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youhgest never knew, any but 2 Bruguier fill
the pulpit of the temple, or administer the ordi-
nances of their religion.

The troubles which afflicted this commune did
not cease till a very late perfod. A corgpany of
national guatds, led by Pierre Huguet of Veze-
nobre, made a desceént on Ners, July 27th, 1816.
Notfinding the indiviflual object of their search,
they endeavoured to carry off an old citizen,
more than sixty years of age, And declared, that
as they had not secured the nephew, they would
fusillade the uncle.  About the same date, the
following letter was written to an mhabltant of
the village :

¢ Vezenobre, July, 1816.

“« I request M. Becamel to desire M. Courdil
to come to Vezenobre the 28th of this month,
between ten and eleven in the morning, to be
conducted to the fort of Alais. .

(Signed) ¢ TriaL, Serjeant.

“ N.B.-—You will tell him that if he has
any answer to make, to write immediately.”

This M. Courdil is an elder of the consistory,
a respectable man, old, and infirm. He was
obliged to find the captain, and obtain protec-
tion against this alarming citation. .

Another inhabitant was fined by a corporal
of the national guard for working on Christmas
day.

DD 4
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On the 1st of. January, 1817, the national
guard of Boucoiran attacked a private house,
without any authority from the maglstrate, and
insulted the women who were employed in spin-
ning. The mayor, "who happened to be a pro-
testant, was called upon for protection; but
both he and his family were ‘assailed. He was
afraid to draw up a procés verbal, and only
complained to the sub-prefect, who advised him
to remain quiet, and take no notice of what had
passed.

While all thege transactions gave celebrity to
the villages of Ners and Boucoiran, the other
communes and hamlets of the canton were not
neglected by the persecuting genius of the de-
partmrent.,

At Valence the protestants were exposed to
arbitrary and heavy contributions, for the sup-
port of a faction which was armed against the
whole family of the descendants of the Hu-
guenots.

Among the excesses commltbed at Brignon,
was the spoliation of Madame Claris. Her
royalism was universally known ; but she was a
protestant, and the widow of an elder of the
church. Another member of the same family was
plundered of linen, clothes, plate, several hun-
dred francs, fifty fowls, and about three thou-
sand bushels of corn.

A patrole of five hundred men ¢ were sent
to make an arrestation,” such are the words of
the prefect, in the village of Mauressargues,
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containing about thirty families. *All the houses
of the protestants, amounting to seven, werc
completely,ravaged. Those of-the mayor and
adjoint not yet dlsplaced were the worst treated.
The mule belongmg to the’mayor was Jsed to
carry the heaviest of the articles. A poor woman
was even forced from her bed, that her sheets
might be taken away ;*and the corn of the widow
Martin was sold in the ptiblic market to the
highest bidder. The sub-prefect delegated
M. Denis Capel to take cognizance of these de-
predations, and authorized him to call in the
national guards of Ledignan, and, if necessary,
the troops of the line. M. Capel related the
facts to the prefect, who replied, ¢ that the
five hundred men were sent by authprity, and
that if disorders had occurred, the royal troops
were ncapable of committing them.”” The dele-
gate had an injunction to quit the place without
delay, and the protestants were left to the mercy
of their foes. .

The sub-prefect could not avoid visiting the
commune to ascertain the damages, (the valu-
ation presented by the mayor notbeing received,)
and when the adjoint of the mayor showed the
wrecks of his furniture, and observed that every
door had been forced, b6t that of his granary,
“ You may think ‘yourself happy,’ said the-
sub-prefect, ¢ that they left you any thing to
cat.”

Other communes of this canton suffered ex-
ceedingly from the unprincipled extortions of a
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soi-disant royal commissioner.  Though entirely
disarmed, soldiers were quartered on those in-
habitants who werersaid to have arms concealed.
They were compelied to pay the military six
francs per hour during their stay, and even to
purchase fire-arms for the purpose of surrender-
ing them.  The tegular price «was fifty francs
for a single-barrelled gun, ‘and a hundred francs
for one with a double barrel.

Remonstrances were made ; but they were
only met by demands for money. Some of the
mayors who required rectipts for the satisfaction
of their communes, were given to understand
that they insulted the personal honour and the
official dignity of the commissioner, and that
these transactions did not require ordinary pub-
licity. On this plans Aigremont paid 1125
francs ; St DBenezet, 1800; Lezan, '700; and
Cardet, 500. St Jean de Serre, almost entirely
inhabited by catholics, was exempted from this
abominable and vexatious contribution.

ARRONDISSEMLENT OF VIGAN.

In the arrondissement of Vigan, rapine and
murder were not carried to the same extent as
in some other district§ ; but it was scriously me-

' naced, and frequently distiirbed.

The inhabitauts were decply afflicted by the
knowledge of continued cvils which they could
not prevent; by the presence of numerous fugi-
tives whose distress they could not adequately
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alleviate ; and, finally, by a cruel proscription
which they did not in the slightest degrge
mcrit.

The protestant cantons of 'bt. Hypohte, Sauve,
Quissac, La balle, and Va’lleraugue, were sc-
lected by the prefect as the theatre of his mili-
tary operations, and included in his revolution-
arys proclamation.  ¥ortunately for them, the
oppression produced by the presence of a fo-
reign garrison, and by a general seizure of arms,
was in some measurc compensated by the resist-
ance which the Austrians opposed to the violence
of the Miquelets, and the base dcsxgns of the
local authorities.

As the inhabitants had avoided all ground for
reproach and persccution, so they endured, with
excmplary patience, the constant provocations
to which they were exposed. The following
testimony to the good dispositions of the pro-
testants of the Cevennes, and especially of
those of the conststorial church of St. Hypolite,
has been published by M. Durand, a member of
one of the most respectable catholic families of
the department.

“ In the little town of St. Hypelite, says he,
“ I saw multitudes crowded together; and suffer-
ing the most dreadful anxiety ; but every door was

open to them.  For atime labour was suspended,’
and no occupation was thought worthy of at-
tention, but that of rendering assistance to the
unhappy. The most affecting carc and hospi-
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tality was afforded to all whom danger or fear
had driven to the mountains.

“ I observed thatin their commiseration there
was less of softnessand more of solemnity than
in ordinary pity ; — religious principle mingled
with the 1mpulse of humanity, and gave it a cha-
racter more serious and august. There were
no tears, no effusions, wo complaints. . A
gloomy silence and &' severe sort of virtue -was
observed by the hospitable hosts, and they re-
ceived, in return, from the fugitives, but few
expressions of gratitude.: An immoveable at-
tachment to’the persecuted, a pious and heroic
firmness, and a simple and unostentatious gene-
rosity distinguished all. This religious feeling,
which cannot have escaped those who have
visited the Cevennes, cven in a season of pros-
perity, was especially impressive in a period of
alarm and consternation.

« One day, during excessive heat, our cabrio-
let had to wind round the side of a mountain in
the neighbourhood of 5t. Hypolite. We de-
scended, and took a shorter and a shady path,
which conducted into the middle of a wood.
We had for some minutes been silent; when I
broke the stillness, and began tosing. On a
sudden, a melancholy voice issued from the
trees, and we distinguished these words:, « Why -
do you sing, brother,” when death is mgh o
Astodished at this apostrophe, we looked around:
a herdsman was stationed at a little distance :
it was he who had addressed to me the admoni-
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tory words, and he immediately proceeded to
interrogate us on the affairs of Nismes.

“ With such a people, it i5 pexsuasion and not
force that should be emplo Jed for when this
religious sensation is roused to hostlhty it pro-
duces invingible antagonmists. The ,Cevennoxs
are not enemies td ¢ the altar and the throne,”
as has been represented. Had they been dis-
posed to rebellion, it was® not 2000 Austrians
who would have disarmed them ; they would
have dared to resist even 20,000. Let them
but hear the alarm of danger to their brethren,
and they could become terrible avengers.
Proprictors, artisans, husbhandmen, «all would
become soldiers. Their fowling-pieces would
arm them, and, guided by men like themsel¥es,
woe to those who shoubd dare to attack them
in their mountains! When they were once im- '
prudently threatened, I saw squadrons form as
by enchantment, — an infantry organized in an
instant, — and the people begin to dig up a
quantity of arms whose “gothic form and rusty
hue announced that they had been long buried in
the earth. Old men, men, and lads bégan
their march, to put an end to oppression and
outrage ; but informed*that the government
promised severe and repressive measures, they se-
parated and returned to their peaceful and rural.
labours. o

“ But even if disarmed, they would not be
less fearful antagomists. Take away their
arms; but they still have left enough for defence
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and even for libstility : — they have the wood of
their trees? and the stones of' their mountains.”

Possessed of' such capacities, and with suffi-
cient provocation, °these people still practised
the forhearance of the Gospel towards their ene-
mies, as well as its charity towards their friends.
Nothing could, however, convince their perse-
cutors, becausc their doubts were wilful. 1t was
their religion that mate them formidable, even
while it made thém amiable.

The primitive and pious M. Gachon was so
shamecfully misrepresented that he was compel-
led to discontinue the prayer-meetings which he
was accustomed to hold in private houses, and the
advautage of which his flock particularly needed
in the season of adversity. The part of the build-
ing which had long served the protestants for
a place of worship was also abandoned to troops
who were sent to disarm and oppress them.

The protestants of the church and canton of
Sauve were equally persecnted, though equally
free from charge, and above spspicion. The in-
habitants of the town, both catholics and pro-
testants, had formerly occupicd the same editice
for theirseparate worihip; and though the ar-
rangement was terminated by the revolutionary
fury which, for a short period, suppressed all
" religious, observances, the parties were so well

satisfied with each other, that when worship
was again permitted, they wished to resume their
accustomed habit. They were only prevented
by the will of the bishop.
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'The ancient frankness and eharity of the
protestants was not at all diminished; and on the
appearance of the proseriptiye proclamation of
M. D’ Arband Jouqucs, M. Guerin, the respect-
able pastor and president of the consistory, ad-
dressed to him the following letter: |,

¢ Mr. PreFecT.—- Surrounded by all the
members of the consistory, 1 address you in
their name and in the name of the members of
our church. If we were guilty, I should have
recourse to prayers; but we arg far from being
in a situation to appeal ta the mercy or clemency
of the king. Our conscicnces testify that we
have faithfully and invariably rendered to Casar
the things that are Casar’s. You may casily
convince yourself of this, Mr. Prefect. Send
among us, unknown to us, impartial and honour-
able men to ascertain our state and our dispo-
sitions. They will find a population active and
laborious ; a population which has fertilized the
summits of the highest mountains and the points
of the most rugged rocks ; a population ardently
attached to peace and order, submissive from
tecling rather than interest, and convinced that
the word of a king is power. They will hear
their pastors constantly instruct them to ¢ fear
God, and honour the king.” They will perceive:
that we support the honour of the throne in all
its splendor, force, and extent; that we carry
this respect as far as it ought to go, and that we
unite in our aftections God and the king. .Theso
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are the doctrines and sentiments which have been
transmitted to us by our ancestors, and which
we wish to trausmi¢ to our children.”

The prefect profdssed to ¢ believe most firmly
that the gescription contained in this document
was strictly true;”’ but at the same time he took
care to abate nothing ofthe evils which i, was
designed to avert. *

The commune of Durfort contains a popula-
tion of nearly one thousand souls, of whom up-
wards of eight hundred arc protestants. Their
district is the seat of .industry, simplicity, and
comfort. «Affluence in such a situation is hardly
to be expected, but ease and property are gene-
rally diffused. This description does not accord
with the prevalence of a revolutionary spirit, but
it presents motives for jealousy and aggression.

The commissioner delegated to the canton
of Ledignan carried his ravages into the next
arrondissement, and the communes of Durfort
and Canaule attracted *his cupidity. Assisted by
detachments selected from the army of Trestail-
lons he levied contributions and violated the
laws. M. Thomas, an old and respectable inha-
bitant, sti]} filled the office of mayor : this ban-
ditti attacked his house, threatened to whip and
. sabre his. wife and daughter, and ¢ promised
themselves the pleasure of shooting the villain of
a mayor before his own door.” They arrested
two brothers, MM. Matthieu, gentlemen uni-
versa&' respected, ¢ because they were Bona-

16
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partists;”’ but really because they were protest-
ants, and wealthy. The conduct of the commis-
sioner and his band was_at length so shameful,
that the Austrians were compelfed to ‘interfere.
They took the inliabitants under their protection,
and threatened to shoot the invaders if they did
not retire. . ° .

Throughout the excesses of the revolution,
the protestants of La Safle had been distin-
guished for their moderation, and for their at-
tachment to religion ; as the following anecdote
will attest. At the period whgn the Sabbath
was abolished, and religion confounded with
aristocracy, Alegre, a protestant labourer, (0 years
of age, wasarrested, and imprisoned for not work-
ing on the Sabbath. The first Sabbath after his
liberation, he presented himself to the commit-
tee, dressed in his habits de Dimanche. The
committee, doubtless, expecting a denunciation,
enquired his business. ¢ Gentlemen,” said he,
« T am old, and when 1 have worked hard all
the week, I have absolu€ely need of one day’s
rest: if I wereto go to work on the Sabbath I
should not be able to perform half what I ought,
and should only rob'my employer; L prefer,
therefore, if’ you please, to be scnt te prison.”
The committee were astonished, and dismissed
the old man to spend his Sabbath according to
his wishes.

Amidst all the recent changes, LaSalle had pre-
served its reputation, but it was not spared: it
was included in the unjust and arbitrary pro-

EE
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scription. Tlhus, from onc end of the depart-
ment to another, in ¢very arrondissement, over
hundreds of cammynes «.and, in fact, wherever a
body of protestants was to be found, the course
of persgcution was' directed ; innocence, piety,
loyalty, oftered no security. The magistracy and
the populace united in aif infamous coalition,
and, during many long and painful months, an
immense populationy professing the same religion,
was abandoned #o the most unmerited and cruel
torments.

But it was got withm the limits of the de-
partment that the spirit which actuated the
persecutors confined its influence. To other
departments, where protestantism had formerly
flourisheg, and where a remnant still maintained
its profession, the conduct of the catholices of
Nismes turnished an example ; and to the bigot-
ted and intolerant every where it presented a
sigual and an excitement.

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AVEYRON.

Tur: department of the Aveyron was carly
distinguished for the nunmiber and the zeal of ity
churchess  From 1532 to 1787, it had been the
theatrec of martyrdom and proseription.  In
180¢ it only contained a suflicient protestant
population to form one consistorial church. —
Saint Afrique (distant from Nismes GO miles)
is the seat of the consistory. This town, this
solitary church of the Aveyron, was sclected by
« the friends of the altar and the throne, ” as
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the most proper scenc for the display of their
loyalty and religion.

¢« Itisin vain (said £yprivate fommunication
in the beginning of August, §815,) that we en-
deavour to shut our eyes on the truth. s A fac-
tion exists; ‘its chiefs are concealed, but its
power is evident,'am'{ its object is avowed. It
designs to restorc thé ages of ignorance and
despotism.  I'anaticism indulges in too bold a
flight for us to doubt either its tonfidence or its
security. Every day it ventures ou new cflorts,
and promises still greater. ¢ The time,” they
say, ¢will soon arrive when we shall be at
liberty to fall on the protestants and seize their
temples.” — ¢ Down with the black dogs”! down
with the temples I’ are the loyal cries with which
our deplorable town resdunds; and if it does
not witness appalling scenes, we shall be espe-
cially indebted to that Divine mercy, which
protects those it loves, and often out of evil
produces good.  ° .

« Qur position becomes'every day more alarm-
ing.  Madame de R. was lately accosted on
the road to her country-house by one of the
tanatics, who, mistaking her for a catholic lady,
assured her of the approaching destfuction of
the heretics. ¢ It is so arranged,” said he,
¢ that not a black dog will long remain, nor a
temple exist.”  An involuntary movement of
horror discovered to him his mistake, and he
abruptly left Madame de R., not a little cha-
grined at his premature revelation.”

kE Y
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The fears txpressed in this letter werce soon
realized. The protestants were torn from theil
families and draggged toprison ; they were stoned
in the streets ; their pastor was publicly insulted;;
the wipdox{'s of his house were beaten in, and
the burning of the sanctuary was announced.

The increase of danger' gave occasion to an
affecting instance of ufiion and devotedness.
About twenty youhg men waited on the pastor
of St..Afrique, to apprize him of the determi-
nation which they had solemnly formed.

« Our temple,” said they, ¢ Sir, is to be sct
on fire: we have resolved to watch day and night
over thesacred building : we will rather die than
it shall be abandoned ; and we are prepared to
bury oursclves under its ruins.”

The pastor was exceedingly impressed, but his
prudence kept pace with their zcal. ¢ I cannot
but admire,” said he, ¢ your courage and your
attachment to the worship of God; but I wish
you also to cherish confidence in Him. You are
unduly alarmed : our temple will be preserved ;
and without your exertions, [ will answer for its
safety.” By such assurances he succeeded in
preventing the execution of their project, and
rescuing them from certain death. The tury of
“ the people” would only have been increased by
their resistance, and, without saving the temple,
they would inevitably have been sacrificed. "The
conflagration took place on the 20th of August,
as will be seen by the following deliberation and
address to the prefect by the consistory of the
church.
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Eaxtract from the Register of the *Consistory of
St. Afrique.

« The consistory, deepdy afflicted at. the op-
pression which woighs on the Erotestants of the
commune of St. Afrique, and particuldrly at
the outrage committgd on their place® of wor-
ship ; and convinted of the importance of seek-
ing a’remedy for evils so numerous and so great ;
}ms thought it best to have recourse to the pre-
fect of the department, and to present to him a
statement of the cvents that have rccently oc-
curred, persuaded that hic will ndt be inscnsible
to the distresses of’ the protestants, but will af-
ford them the redress they so justly demand.
In the mean time, the consistory will exhort
the reformed patiently to endure their afflictions,
and to oppose to the calumuies, injurics, and
shameful treatment of which they are the sub-
jeets, the humility and moderation which always
become the true dhmplm of Christ.

“ During the mrrht of, the 18th and 19th,
persons, whom we are unwlllmrr to describe, re-
paired in considerable numbus to the protestant
place of worship, got to the top of the building
and attempted to carry off the bell. A storm,
which suddenly arose; and lasted the greater part
of the night, prevented the execution of their
project, and they retired, taking with them the
clapper, and leaving their ladder, which was re-
moved the next day by order of the authorities.
This attempt alarmed the protestants, but théy
hoped that the authorities, who were [ully ap-

EE 8
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prised of the fact, would employ every means to
prevent the recurrence of outrage.

“ ‘The next «ay (Saturday), about nine in the
evening, scveral of the same men began te as-
semble, and procecd in crowds to the gates of the
temple. . ‘

s The mayor, his adjomt, /wo gendarmes, und
a_féx national guards, followed them; buc hey
were unable to arrest their rage and impetuosity
— They broke open the door, like madmen, and
forced their way into the edifice; at the same
time others cntered through the apartments of
the door-keeper, whase door they alse demo-
lished. <Immediately they began to pillage and
break in pieces every thing they found : the
greater part of the objects, on which they
wreaked their fury, were carried into the square,
and on to the main road adjoining, and set out
fire : the scats, the chairs, the minister’s gown,
the tuncral cloaks, the church registers, therel
gious books, the psalms of the congregatiorn, and
the Holy Bible, experrenced the came fate. The
books of’ devotion that were not burid were toin
in picces. The pulpit and the commuiion-table
were demolished.  The Commandments, and se-
veral passages of Seripture inscribed on the walls,
and intended to place before the ¢yes of the wor-
shippers their duties as citizens and as Chris-
tians, and among others this,— « Honour all men,
love the brotherhood, fear God, honour the
king :”” — these precepts, which even heathens
would have 1espected, were covered with mud
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and filth. All the windows wert broken, and
the frames taken out and burnt. Some tore
away the iron-work aiW ragling, while others
plindered the gesidence of the door-keeper,
devastared the interior, and pulled dqwn the
chimnc) Phis horrid scene lasted from nine,
S.tw "y esening, till two o’clock on the Sunday
afte “noon.

¢ It is not surprising that the conflagration
continued so long a time ; for} besides the por-
tico of the temple, the floor of the consistory,
the staircase, the pulpit, and ¢he balustrades,
the place contained a great number of chairs,
and more than one hundred wooden seits, among
which was one curiously carved, and designed
for the local authorities. .

¢ The streets of the tdwn and the neighbour-
mg b 'ls were illuminated the whole night, and
resound- d the savage cries of those who danced
round the a“,ondum; flames.  Such has becéh the
atrocious outrage tommitted on a building con-
seernted to Christian wotship. We abstain from
all refiectio.i.

« As from the ruin of their temple, the mem-
bers of the reformed church are deprived of the
public ordinances of religion, the consistory ven-
tures to hope that the prefect will hasten the
nccessary orders for its reparation, and for the’
supply, at a fair valuation, of all the articles
burnt or demolished. The consistory hopes he
will be the more convinced of the justice of their
reclamation, as the members of the church pur-

EE 4



424, BURNING OF THE TEMPLE OF ST. AFRIQUE.

chased the grosnd on which their place of wor-
ship was built, and that from the third or fourth
punchaser as they haye borne the whole ex-
pense of its ercctid1; as all the objects it con-
tained were their private propelty, and as there
could be no greater violation of the sacred right
of property, than a refusal to restore their tem-
ple to the state in which it was before it .was
profaned. The consistory would consider it an
insult to the prefect to insist more largely : they
do not doubt but a magistrate, distinguished by
the love of justjce and wther cminent virtues,
will enable the church. of St. Afrique to enjoy
the privilege of cxercising, in tull liberty, its
religious worship,” &c. &c.

The dcliberation wass.accompanied by the fol-
lowing letter trom M. Nazon, president of the
:onsistory, and pastor of the church.

¢ In the midst of these dissrders I have had
he pleasing consolationisto se¢ all the members
of my church docile to my instructions, follow-
ing my advice, and opposing only mildness and
silence to.violence and persccution.  Malignity
uself’ cannet reproach them with the slightest
fault, or even the smallest inconsistency. T may
positively say of them, that agreeably with the
example of their Divine Saviour, they hawve suf-
fered without deserving to be injured. All my
desire is, that the king should be informed of
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their innocence and their misfoftunes. I can-
not believe that he does not wish prosperity to
all his subjects, and tha{ he,would not rejoice
to frustrate the frightful pr‘{]ects of a faction,
which desires to rencw the persecutions ghat our
ancestors endured. Like them, we should
doubtless find o hospitable reception in other
lands ; but, like themt, we should also shed tears
of blood on quitting our natal soil,” &c. &c.

THT DLEPARTMINT, OF THLC HERAULT.
L ]

THE department of L'Herault was formerly a
part of’ Lower Languedoc, and always telcbrated
in the Iistory of the French reformation.
Even as carly as 1417, Catherine Sorbe was
burnt at Montpellier for denying the supremacy
of the church of Rome; and almost all the
sanguinary executions which followed the re-
vocation of the edict of Nantes were corsum-
mated in that city’

In 1790, attempts, sithilar to those made at
Nismes and Uzés by ¢ the friends of' the altar
and the throne,” threatened the extermination
of' the descendants of the Huguenots; but
after that period, the protestants enjoyed com-
plete security, and lived in perfect harmony
with their catholic fellow-citizens. On the pro-*
mulgation of the new system of the First Consul,
the scattered communes were ranged under
the four consistorial churches of AMontpellier,
Montagnac, Ganjes, and Massilargues.
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The Bourbons had no sooner entered France
than the harmony which had so long subsisted
was disturbed, and the security of the protest-
ants was exchangedifor alarm and danger. In
1814, they were insulted in the strcets, at-
tacked in,. their houses, surroundcd by mobs,
who sang the cclebrated sorgs,.and were often
obliged to seek safety in obscurity and flight.
On the second restoration all these disorders
were rencwed with aggravated atrocity.

The consistorial church of Montpellier, and
Pignan, Villevcirac, Cournon, and Cournonteral,
dependent on that consistory, were called to
endure suilerings similar to those which afflicted
the churches of the Gard.

The following address from the protestants of
Pz'gnah to M. Floriae, prefect of the depart-
ment, will present some idea of their unmerited
oppression.

« M. Prerecr. — The undersigned, protest-
ants, inhabitants and landed proprictors of the
communc of Pignan, have the honour to inform
you that far the last esght months they have been
forced, by the persecutions of the vilest agitators,
to abandon their homes and all their occupa-
tions.

« Submissive to the laws, peaceable, and just
in their relations with their fellow-citizens, they
had no reason to anticipatc the shameful perse-
cution of which they have been the victims.
All their guilt consists in their being protest-
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ants. No sounds, but those of proscription meet
their ears, and they are become vagabonds to
escape death.  After <pffering .every species of
vexation, several of their r(ﬂati\'res have perished
by the hands of murderers. M. Galabert, who
had several*times experienced their gruelty, see-
ing a fresh troop chter his house, and expecting
a thousand tortures,* blew out his brains with a
pistol, and expired at their feet. Unaffected
by this awful spectacle, they passed over his
corpse to plunder his house, and immediately
after procceded to that of M. Verdier. Not
contented with pillaging his premises, and beat-
ing him in the most brutal manner} they drag-
ged him to the communal house, whence he
only escaped by paying the sum of 800 francs.
¢ Arrested without *any order, or any legal
warrant, the protestants are taken to Montpel-
lier, and thrown into dungcons, where they
groan without pity, and almost without hope.

« M. Prefect we demand not vengeance;
that we leave to Him by whom sooner or
later such crimes will certainly be punished.
If we are guilty, there are the laws and the
tribunals to judge, and to condemn -us; but if
we are faithful subjects, and useful members of’
socicty, we demand, what no individual is deniced
in any civilized nation, the sccurity of our
persons and our property. Confiding in yout
justice, we have the honour to remain,” &c. &e.
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Oppressed anfl restrained as they were under
the reign of terror, forty of the principal pro-
testants had the coyragerto sign this address;
but just and tcmperl:;te as it was,,it produced no
effect, and the crimes continued. After nu-
merous acts of outrage, the vengeance of the
catholics was dirccted against'the temple. They
hallowed the babbath by ‘setting fire to the
sanctuary, and, as the' beams of the roof succes-
sively fell, instead bf the hymns of praise which
were wont to ascend from the sacred spot, the
air was rent with shouts of ¢ I'ive le Roi/”

This temple was crceted at the expense of
the protestints, and was the more interesting
to its possessors as it was the first built after the
revocation of the edict of Nantes.

The temples of Courtionteral and Iilleveirac
were not spared ; they were entirely devastated,
and only escaped conflagration because their
situatidn in the interior of their communes cn-
dangered other buildings. The inhabitants of
these places, as well as those of Cournon, were
mercilessly persccuted and dragged to prison,
without authority, and although perfectly in-
nocent.

At the cexpiration of #wo years the inhabitants
of the commune of Villeveirac were compelled
td present the following petitions to the prefect.
and the minister of the interior,
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« Villeveirac, August 10, 1817.
« M. PrerFEcT,

“ The undersigned, inhabitants of the com-
mune of Villeveirac, have she honout to inform
you, that public order was again disturbed last
Sunday, (the 8d of August, 181:7,‘) at ten
o’clock at night, by the same persons, who, dur-
ing the last twenty-five months, have committed
all kinds of mischief with perfect impunity.
A number of individuals, at the head of whom
were a lieutenant of the national guard, and a
standard-bcarer, made.a ﬁlrand.olc in the streets,
to the sound of the drym, beaten by the drum-
mer of the national guard, and agcompanied
with the most horrid cries; they attacked several
citizens, and so beat and wounded them, that it
was with difficulty theiy lives were preserved.
— ¢ We will have none of them! not one of
them shall remain? and similar well known
exclamations revealed their intentions, .

« Reflect, Siry on the series of calamities of
which we have been the miserable subjects for
twenty-five months, and you will perceive that
it will be worthy of your wisdom to terminate
our suflerings.  Let it not be said, ¢ the temple
of justice is open to your complaints!” An at-
tempt to obtain justice would only ensure legal
impunity to.the authors of the disorders; espe.
cially when they have been committed under
the eyes of the authorities, by one part of the
population against another, without any mea-
sures being taken to repress the evils or prevent
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their recurrences Besides, by what means could
we support our prosecution? If we produced
the testimony of, the persons pillaged and per-
sccuted, we should bl told, such evidence was
partial apd suspicious. If we appealed to mo-
derate men,who groan at all these ewents, terror
would seal their lips. Must we then address
ourselves to the disturbers themselves ? certaiunly
this would be to afford them a double triumph.
¢ The house of +M. Durge was broken open,
his windows destroyed, himself, his wife, and
his children obliged to chmb the roof to save
themselves from murderers. The doors of Siau
and Reynard demolished. The harvest of Casse
entirely ravaged.  Nagarde, garde-champétre,
deprived of the use of his hands by blows of a
sickle ; Aaron Broussety Jean Pons, the widow
Ricard, Antoine Sigale and his wife, Pierre
Jeantet, Jean Didac, and many other indivi-
duals, attacked, and dangerously wounded in the
fields and in the strcets. The temple, where our
fathers worshipped God, profancd and devastat-
ed. Ourselves prevented fromassembling to offer
the Father of mercies the worship that he claims.
Our minister insulted and menaced by the vilest
rabble, after having received from the mayor
(decorated with his scarf, and accompanied by
the national guard) the order to descend from
the pulpit of truth. Such is the analysis, Mons.
Prefect, of the atrocities under which we lan-
guish ; atrocities which the government has
known by public notoriety, and of which it has

17
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been expressly informed by us, without having
afforded the smallest mitigation of our sufferings.
When the first officers af the judicial and admi-
nistrative police are inatten Yve to facts of which
they arc perfectly informed, and which they
witness, wounld it be prudent in us ta bring our
case before their tribunals? How is it possible
to yepress the audacity of the persecutors, when
they have for a shield the protection of their
leaders ? '

“ We might enlarge the statement of our
grievances. The son of the, present mayor,
captain of the nationa} guard, went through
the streets on the Sunday, and ofdered the
most respectable citizens, with the most brutal
language, and horrid imprecations, to shut
themselves in their houses at four o’clock, on
pain of being shot. Since then, we have been
obliged to close our doors before sun-set. The
persccutors have also determined to apprdpriate
the parts of thc heaths which we have pur-
chased : every day they'grub them up; and if
we threaten them with the law on this subject,
in return, they threaten to burn us in our
houses. A party of the national guard formally
applied to onc of the proprictors, as long ago
as last March, and assured him, that if’ he and
the other purchasers did not cede their rights;
they should never have peace in the village.

« JFurther, several members of the local con-
sistory, and two protestant ladies, were invited
by the mayor to a couference with him at the
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mayoralty : hecthere proposed to them to cede
the protestant, temple, for a communal housc,
and promiséd that if they complied, he would
guarantee ‘their tranhuxlhty for the future. The
answer gould not be doubtful : they told the
mayor, that the temple, having been purchased
for all "the protestants, whs common property ;
and that, belonging to every individual, they had
neither the power, hor the right to make the
cession.

« What pamf'ul reflections are suggested by
this rash and insulting proposition, when those
who ought to set a public example are the first
to trifle with all that is most sacred in morals,
by attempting to destroy the equal liberty of
worship guaranteed by the charter !

« A powerful consideration has determined
us, M. Prefect, to remind you, on this occasion,
of the course of our sufferiigs. The persecu-
tors boast of their design to renew their horrible
conduct at an approaching period ; and cxperi-
ence has taught us thaf at the time of harvest
they always occasion disturbances, that they may
drive away the larger proprietors, and devas-
tate theic lands, and seize the fruit of gheir in-
dustry. .

« We hope, M. Pref'ect, that you will find in
«your wisdom the means of preventing and ter-
minating such scandalous scenes.

« Signed by twenty-six of the inhabitants of'

the commune, the most rated to the go-
vernment.”
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The petition to the Prefect was enclosed in
a memorial addressed to the Mmlstcl of the
Interior.

“ M()\'::H"UR,

« We have the bpnour to enclose % copy of
the communication presented to the Prefect, the
10th of this month, containing a sketch-ot” the
crimes which have afflicted a third of the popu-
Iation of” this commune since July, 1815.

« Of what are we accused? ¢ With having
¢ tahen arms in dc{'uncc of th& usurper? His
appearance excited among us the sgme  alarm
as in I'rance mm general. ¢ With having sup-
¢ pressed the enthusiasm of the people on the
¢ return of” the king?”  Our hopes®have  al-
wavs equalled our submission. ¢ With being
¢ dungerous persons interested in promoting dis-
¢ orders?”  The complainants are the cifizens
the most heavily | taxed, and the undersigned
pay the halt’ of t]w whole land-tax  of  the
commune.  Order, peace and _]Il\ll(‘t‘ ATC 8-
sential to their interests.

< Tlhie sentiments ascribed to us, are, only de-
signed  to o sanction hatred and pcr\cculion.
[hc real cause of all our suﬂum«rs is our af-
tachment to the religion of” our t.xthors.

Not a single protestant is included i the
national guard.  ‘They are all disarmed, and
deprived  even  of  their  fowling-picces and
walking-sticks.

¢ The commune furnishes sie electors: fiie
¥
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arc among thé complainants to yom Lxcel
lency, one of whom pays as much in taxes as
all the present sational guard.

“ During twenly-fiee months, our persons have
been the daily sport of the vilest of the popu-
lace.  Our harvests have heen plutidered 5 the
garde-champétre, depined of <he use of  his
hands, ;and - mangled witlh a <ckle,  has ot
been replaced, on purpose that robberies, not
being legally proveable without Jus evidenee,
might not be punished.

« Faery thing has ttabspned noder the eyve
of the Iocal authoritsy and the ~uprame an-
thonty hal been fidly informed 3 bhut nothing
wdicates the probable termmation of om suf.
ferings. -

« Is there, then, nelther merey no secuty
for s, who only ask to be porantted to Ine
mnder the protection ol the Taws, whose sub-
NUSSION s sufliciently - proved by nmbroken
sifence under all o sufletings 2 who have
only 1csolved to complain 2t the foot of the
throne, when the excess of our  calamities
mahes us envy the-Greeks the happmess they
enjoy untler the nmon yoke ot the harbarous
Turhs?

« It is not punishment we solicit 5 for such 15
the organization of the machine in these un-
happy countrics, that the punishment of rob-
bers and assassins would only he the signal for
more dreadful crimes ; we confine ourselves to
the tollowing observations : —
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“ 1. 'The action of the laws l.nust he fettered
as long as those who ought to put them in foree
are interested in the ealdting ewils.

« Q. The procection of our persons 'md pro-
perty ought not to be confided to mel without
consuluutmn, (n‘ to wretehes who have more
to gain Dy cansing tyumult than by maintaining
trardquillity. .

“ 3. 'The police of our towns and villages
ought not to be exercised by passionate, inter-
ested, or subservient men, actnated by principles
opposed to those which the ‘covernment  has
pm( laimed as essential 1o wenvml hagmony.

¢ 1" these remarhks are received as we hope,
vour Lixeelleney will enjoy the blessing of all
vood men, and we shall remain, &e. e

Lohads fiom the Regestor of the Central Consistory
of the Reformed Chuyel of Montpellier.

November 12th, 1816, — The consistoty assembled at
Hie nsual e and pl.?( e.  The sesston was commenced by
prayer, M. Cazelle, pastor ofthe churches of Cette and
Villevoinae communicated an account of the events of Jast
Sanday, the detatls of which were contained m a letter ad-
dressed to the prefect. :

« ML Prefect, ¢ Montpellier, Nov. 14, 1816.

“ < In concequence of the letter which I had the honour
10 address to you on the 6th, T went last Sunday to Ville-
veirae, to Jead the worship, which had been interrupted.
during  cyghteen months. T had previously informed the
mayor of my intention, and he came from Inus country -house
at 10 o’clock on the Sunday morning.  He then said, + Sir,
I <hall take no respousibility.  Bring a letter from the pre-
feet. and T give you my word, that having more power, |
will do ali 1 can to preserve tranquillity : but 1 wish you

[ A
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The complaints and the observations in these
memorials from Villeveirac were equally appli-
cable to other commundf in the department.

‘
6

e ) e —_— e e =

would not come to disturb that wh.i('h we now enjoy.  Be-
sides, Sir, T am wholly unacquainted with you; where are
your titles? There are blit few protestants here, and is a
church necessary for, such a handful? However, you are
wise, act as you think proper.”” — T replied, that this lan-
cuage did not much accord with his assurances of protec-
tion, — that 1 had ine ariably inculeated peace and union, —
that my past conduct was a pledge for the future, —that I
thought it incumbent on him as a magistrate to preserve the
peace, — and that i’ he did not know we, the members of
the consistory of Villeveirac would satisfy him as to who I
was. .

s <] procceded to the teriple, but scarcely had I begun
prayer, when the mayor appeared in costume, accompanicd
by some mnational guards under arms, and exclaimed,
« M. Pastor, in the name of the law, Theg you will retire,
for there is already an uproar in the village [ instantly
obeyed 5 but in descending from the pulpit, 1 exhorted my
flock to patience and resignation. I was the first to leave
the place, and T only saw two women in the strect: Tbowed
to them, and they returned the salutation. Tvery hody
was then at high mass.  Such is the true state of the case.
Accept, M. Prefect, the assurance of profound respect.

' (Signed) ¢ Cazicrg, Pastor”

“ [t was resolved, That the letter be presented to the

«pretect by the pastor Cazelle, and a deputation of the con-
sistory, composed of M. Michel president, M. Lissignol
pastor, and MM. Mezille and Aubrespy ; and that a copy
be inserted in the regaster.”

“ December 27th, 1816.— The consistory assembled at
the wual time and place. The session was opened by
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At Mussillargues, the strength of the pro-
testant population afforded some protection to
the members of that consistosial church; for

prayer. M. Cavelle presented an address to the p’refect, con-
taining the account of the occurrences at Virleveira(‘, De-
cember 19th. .

*« ¢ M, Prefect, , ¢ Decomber 27th, 1816.

“ ¢ Authorized by his majesty Louis XV1II., by your
letter of the 18th, and by a letter fram the mayor of Ville-
veirac, T did not expect further opposition to the perform-
ance of my duty.  The resplt has blasted my hopes.

“ ¢ In conformity with what you saf, relative to the time
ol worship, I wrote to the tayor to inform him, that we
were willing to meet between the two catholie masses ; and,
unless he advised to the'contrary, fixed on nine o'clock in
the morning.  I'waited in vain for an answer ; and being re-
fused admission to the communal house, we repaired to
the temple at half=past nine. Before we went, shouts and
threats were heard from an adjoining public-house, where a
purty was assembled 5 as we proceeded they became louder;
and when we antival they were more violent. [t was parti-
cularly discressing tevobaerve the infatuation of the people,
whomingled shouts of = Vive le Roi!” with their sanguinary
vociferations. Alarmed at the appearance of affairs, but
few ventured to meet, and we dispensed with a sermon,
Seven of us humbled ourselves bhefore the Lord, and en-
treated lim to protect us from the dangers by which we
were surrounded, and he did not forsake us.

« ¢ Emboldened by the silence of the mayor, the people
ran about the village, dancing to the sound of a drum, and
menacing the protestants, and especially the pastor. ¢ Down
with the Huguenots ™ ¢ Down with the brigands ! ¢ Down
with the temple, — they shall not go there !+ We will
murder him " (speaking of the pastor,) rescundud on cvery
side. Al this occurred between the two masses.

¥FF O
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betore they begzn their attacks, the persecutors
always took care to be superior to the perse-
cuted cither in numerica} or military force ; but

¢ ¢ The ‘may or went out and took away the drume-sticks;
but he did ot attempt to disperse them. nor to silence
their horrid imprecations.  Many of them belonged o the
national gnard; and among others’there were the drumana
and ensign-bearers, — On réturning home, I was endangered
by a serjeant.  Several protestants were ill treated, and the
tumult continued all the day, and the greater part of the
night. 1 submit this taithful recital to your justice and im-
partiality. o

(Signedd) “ ¢ CazriLe, Pastor.
= [t was resplved, That the exposé be adopted, and that
it be presented to the prefect by a deputation of the two
pastors, and two elders.”
‘

* February 28th, 1817, — Tlhie consistory assembled at the
nsual time and place.  The session was commenced by
prayer.

“ The president read a letter fiom the consistory of
(‘ette, stating, that the consistory bemg informed from
unquestionable  authotity that it pastor could not visit
Villeveirac without imminent ddnger, and at the hazard of
his life, had resolved to oppose any visits in future from
the pastor, till order and security were restored and estab-
liched.

It was r(.solvcd, That a copy of the said communication
be sent to the ‘prefect, and that the president address to
him, in the name of the consistory, the following letter.

« ¢ <M. Prefect.

« ¢« The central consistory having thic day conadered o
Ietter addressed to me by the consistory of Cette, has de-
sired me to present you with a copy.  You will <ee that
M. Cazelle cannot visit Villeveirae without rashly exposing
hinsd Il to the greatest danger.  The consistory obseive
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1t was not exempt from the general calamity.
Lunel, a considerable town on the high road
from Nismes to Montpellier was frequently in-
’ .
Al

with regret, that so long as the conduct of the Ruthoritics
is i opposition to the chirter and the public dafety, there
¢in be no security (or the protestant worship.

+ ¢ You had the goodness to assure us, that you had given
orders for the preservation of the peace on the day hxed
for our worship; but allow us to inform you, that it is not a
temporary calm on a specified day, or partial measures,
that can epsure our security ; on the contrary, it is neees-
«ary that whenever the dutics of M. (hazelle summon him
to Villeveirac, he may enjoyethe lLibcrty and protection
which the law affords.  Have the goodness, M. Prefect, to
honour me with ananswer.  Lshall confidently expect this.
Tam, &c. &«

(N;,;ncd.) e Mo, Preses. ™

¢ March 20th, 1517.—="The consistory asscibled s usual @
the session was opened by prayer.  No o conmuntcation
being reported {rom the prefeet, it was resolved, That the
followmg letter to the yiefeet e adopted and presented.
« <\ Prefect, )
< The eantral consistory ykterday expeeted the commu-
nication which yortpromised me invanswer to the lotter from
the ('nmiamr_\ of the 25t of February. Tt is the more -
portant, M. Pretect, to know what measures have heen
tahen to suppress the malevolent, as the .utvmpt to mur-
der two protestants o Cournonteral on Sunday” last appears
to be connected with what ocenrred at Villevewrae. Accounts
have reached us, on which we depend, but which we can-.
nat yet attest. statmg, that some national guards of Valie-
veitae, among whom was one ealled Teestaillons, were seen
the ~ame day at Cournonteral.  Crnes wnpunished ne-
cessanly produce others; the evil exteads, il o difficult
1o ascertain whore 16 will stop.
rr ol
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raded, and theeprotestants, who are a small and
wealthy  minority, were subjected to  cvery
speeies of oppression.

"The chirch of Jontagnac had its full share
of the cup of affliction. The temples ot Mon-
tagnac and Fallemangue were both«devastated ;
and it was only the contiguiity of the property
of good catholics, which prevented the destruc-
tion of those buildinis by fire.,

Such was the siolence of’ the persceution at
Montagnac, that the loss sustained by M. Ca-
zelle, a protestant releied to the pastor of
Villeveirae, amounted fo siely thousand francs,
or Lo thowsand five hundred pounds sterling,.

The enistence of animosity and persecution
in towns and departments still more  distant
from Nismes, the mettopolis of protestantism,
might casily be described ; but enough has been
recorded tor the ends of justice.

Atter the review which the two last chapters
have afforded, it can no loiger be imagined,

¢ ¢ Be pleased, M. Prefect, to answer us as soon as possible,
and relieve, us fiom the perplexity your silence has occa-
<toned. 1 have the honour to be, &c. &c.
{Sigoed) “ ¢« Micnen, Preses.”
* From the specimen which these extracts furnich, it will
be seen that the statcments in this work are not collected
froun vague reports, — that the trouble and anxiety of the
protestants was incalculable, — that their conduet was regu-
lar and dignificd, and that the spint of the magistiates was
one of the puncipal causes ot their protracted sufterings.
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that the calamities which the Drotestants en-
dured were either the temporary ebullitions of
angry mobs, or the local collisigns of particular
interests.  The British reader will not think of
comparing them with the riots of Lendon, or
the conflagrations of Birmingham; and the in-
habitants of tht continent, where the govern-
ments are absolute, and, popular movements
scldom witnessed, will know that such events
could not have been prolonged for many months,
and cven for years, over a vast extent of’ coun-
try, without systematic and powerful support in
the higher departmentssof” the state.

Since the two last chapters were printed,
Lavie, one of the murderers of Hermet of Mil-
haud, (see p. €95) has been tried and condemned.
Several of the witnesses, as Chastellier, the mayor,
and Cambon, c-.l}.)tain of the national guard, were
partizans of the banditti, and of course in their
examination they endedvoured to suppress every
fact that might criminate themselves as well as
the prisoner. But the whole evidence produced
by the procurcur-général confirms the correct-
ness of the history contained in this work, and
cven proves that the accounts furnished by the
protestants, so far from being exaggerated, are
below the truth. Tor these reasons, and as
they concern the rural communes of the
arrondiss¢ment of Nismes, these important legal
proceedings are recorded in this place.

7
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The cause Wwas removed, by the court of
cassation, from the department of the Gard to
the department of Puy de Dome, on the ground
of suspicion légitime, and afterwards, on the
applicatien of the prisoner, to the department
of the Ande. .

The trial commenced December 7th, 1820,
hefore the cour (’Assises of the Aude.  The
procurcur général of  Nismes was the pro-
sccutor.

Thirty-six witnesses were subpaenaed by the
procurcur  généril.  The  prisoner  produced
none in his defence. “The first witness, M.
Chastellier, mayor of Milhaud in 1815, deposed,
that, in the night of the 20th of August, a band
of €5 or 30 armed men came into the com-
mune and demanded so many heads, or 10,000
franes ;3 that he told them, there were no
Buonapartists, and  the sum they ashed was
too great ; and that after prowiding them with
food, he pretended to go and feteh some mo.
ney.  To several questions from the president,
the witness replied, that sone dayvs afler, it

ras said i the cominune, that Lavie was the
chicf” of' the band ; that he did not know how
much money was given to the banditti, nor
on whom it was levied; that Cambon, captain
of the national guard, was charged with the
remittance ; that he was ignorant where, or to
whom it was paid; and finally that the superior
authoritics had never -requured from fm, any
information of  what  passed in his commune,
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When  confronted with the acoused, the wit-
ness thought he was about the same height
and figure as the chief of the band.

The second witness, Cambon, captain of the
national guard, deposed to similar fagts, and
added that a band of about 80 men, attacked
the house of M. Pecherol, and was with great
dificulty induced to Yetire, by the promisc of
money.  That the next ‘morning, furnished
with the stipulated contribution, he went to
Nismes, but about 100 yards before he reached
the town, he met cight or ten persons, who
told him, they had begun to suspect he.would
not bring the money, and that ehen they
should have returned to Milhaud at night.  Ile
also declared that he neither knew where, nor
to whom he was to pay the moncey; that he
dared not reveal the circumstance to the au-
thorities ; and that although he had negotiated
with the brigands, he could not recognizé one
individual ! '

Deveze, the third \vitlfcss, was deputy mayor
of Uchaud i 1815, "The Q0th of August, two
bands, one of’ 300, and the other of 600, pre-
sented themselves at one o’clock in the morning.
The first, composed principally of persons in
the national  guard, produced a list, and de-
manded the heads of 12 inhabitants, or
10,000 ftrancs.  They agreed finally to take
1,200, and were paid by the twelve proscribed
persons.  The second band made the same
demand, and reccived 1,000 (rancs.  The men
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were arranged in ranks under the walls of the
church. Lavic was one of the chiefs, and
the murderer of Hermet.

Lienard of Bernis, aged G5 years, was the
Jourth witness, e passed over several other
invasions.  On the 20th of August, some bri-
gands broke oper his gafe, and entered his
court; one of them critd « In the corsidor,
the last door on the left.” This was the
chamber in whi¢h he slept 3 he was surrounded
by all his family. They attempted to force the
door; he opened it, arfd instantly the prisoner
and Coussin, of Nismes, put their sabres to his
breast, and demanded 4000 francs. ¢ 1 have
no more money,” said he, < You know Z'restail-
lons has.visited me already.”  The prisoner
then exclaimed, ¢« Very well, he must be served
as I served him at Milhaud,” and he was drag-
ged into the corridor. s daughter, Fmlie,
rushed between the murderers and her father,
and offered her life to save his.  This noble
devotedness disconcerted the wretches.  They
overran the apartments, pillaged or broke all
they could find, paeked their booty in sachs and
petticoats, set the house on fire, and retired.
One of thtm forgot his musquet, and a comrade
finding it, denounced M. Lienard to the autho-
ritics for having arms concealed in bis house;
and the next day, he was obliged to justify him-
self before the mayor.  The band went through
the commune, and exacted from the inhabitants
600V francsy, which were paid by the municipal
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council.— Emilic, daughter of tlle witness, was
alled, and on entering the hall, and beholding
the murderer of her father, tainted; her evidence
could hardly be hecard for sobs ; and when she
related the fact of her saving her father’s life,
she fhinted the sccond time and fell into his
arms. .

Louis Arnaud, 60 years of age, was the sizi/
witness.  In the middle of the night his house
was attached.  Coussin attempted to shoot him,
but his musquet missing fire, the prisoner said
« [ will kill him with" the fusil that shot him
of Milhaud.” lHis shutters were pierced with
ball.  He opened his door; six bayonets were
at his breast ; they told him to make haste and
say his prayers. ¢ I have said them,” he re-
plied, and opening his’ waistcoat, exclaimed,
« I'ire, and do not make me suffer.””  Three of
theme foreed him to borrow money of his neigh-
bours; while the others plundered his "house
and took 200 franes, wluch they found on the
premises.

Soulier, the presentmayor of Milhaud, deposed
that the banditti told the date mayor that they
did not come without order s, and gave him at the
same time a list of the persons by whom the
money demanded was to be paid.

Brun assisted to remove the body of Hermet,
and observed five wounds. A few days after,
he met the prisoner armed with a musket and
sabre, who told him that he was Aunting the
Christians.
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The widow'ol Hermet, who was the newt
witness, requested not to see the culprit.  She
deposed  that 1110' protestants  having  heard
they were to be massacred at night, fled into
the comptry.  In the confusion she was separated
from her kusband ; her friends allayed her fears
by telling her thaf he was am()hu the numerous
protestants who weregeatter c(lovu the commtime,
Returning into the village the next morning,
she found the dead body of her husband, in her
home.  The deputy mayor told her that the
chict of the band had given a list of nine per-
sons to the mayor, asduring him that they did
not come ‘without orders.  Her evidence was
frequently interrupted by her <obs, and the
tears of the audience. The emotion was in-
ereased, when the afflicted widow presented the
vest and hat of’ her hushand, which she had
religiously preserved. *

llciu'), shoe-maker of Milhaud, was the fif
teenth witness.  He was at Nismes in the dress
ol the national guard, ‘when a gendarme took
him into a public-house, where a party  was
preparing for a descent on Milhaud.  They
proposed to him to join them, and on his re-
fusal they tipbraided him with not being a good
royalist : <« ['ous #’étes pas donc bon royalist.”’ —
He replied <« Je le suis, muis non pour faive lo
mal.”’

* Hermet was the chantewr of the protestant temple, and
one of his pastors assured the author, that he was an ex-
ample of gentlencss, piety and zeal.
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Cros, another witness, proved’that Cambon,
aptain of the national guard, had sought in
several public-houses in Nismes,; the persons to
whom he was to pay the contribution, and at
last gave it to Cadet. ’

10]0c in-keeper, of Milhaud, deposed, that
alier the murder of! Ilermet, three individuals
came to sup at his hotise 5 that Cambon, captain
of the national guard, recommended him to
give them all they wished, but'not to take any
money, as he would engage to see him paid.
e reluctantly acknowledged 4hat Lavie was
one of the principal criminals.

Amne Mazel deseribed the murddr and de-
vastation which occurred, and <tated that her
husband, heing one ot the proseribed, paid his
share of the 600 franes, dut ot" which the mayor
repaid himsclf” the ten napoleons he had advanced
the wight before.

The widow Brés, of lubord, declared, that
the day after lhc'mmdo some brigands came
to her house, and demanded refr Qshmcnt that
the prisoner boasted of” having commltte(l the
murder, placed his sword, stained with blood,
on the table, and told her she would run no
danger, because she was protecled by the ca-
tholies. "I'hey left at her house several sacks
filled with linen, &ec.

Frangois Valentin, of' Milhaud, had known
the priconer for thirty vears. The day after
the murder he told lum, ]t is 1 who com-
mand in Milhaud; I am master of the village ;
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I will answer:for you, but I have a list of
twenty-seven names.”’

Jeanne Paul met the prisoner one day in the
country, with his arms; and, on asking him
where he was going, he replied, ¢« We are going
to hunt the Christians as much as' we can”” —
Nous allons 4 la chasse des Chwetiens tant que
nous pouvons. * . ' .

She received several visits from the prisoner,
who wished to sce her husband ; but, fearing
for his life, she sought the protection of (‘am-
bon, captain of the natioal guard.  Cambon re-
plied, «ILavie comes oa purpose to kill him: [
cannot save him; though he may attempt to
escape ; he is a dead man; his life hangs by a
thread.” .

The prisoner was tound guilty of robbery and
murder, and condemned to death.

* T pators, “ Avan 2 la cuaseo d'aon chnestian tant que

pouden,” ¢
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CHAP. X.

STATE OF NISMES INOCTOBER, 1815. — HOUSES DEVASTATED.
— MASSACRE OF THE dGTH.,— M. DURAND'S ACCOUNT
()F“THE MURDER OF LICHAIRE. -\ EVIDENCE ON THE TRIAL
OF SERVANT, NOVEMBER 25. 1819. ~— MURDER OF LAFOND.
— TRESTAILLONS ARRESTED BY GENERAL LAGARDE, —
CONDUCT OF TIIF PHEFIC(‘T.——FﬁTE IN IHONOUR OF THE
DUKL ])'f\.\‘(;()l'Ll‘:Ml'Z.—-’l‘U.\lULT IN,, TIHHE CHAMBER OF
DEPUTIES ON DM, l)'/\ ll(.EN.‘:‘ON'S SPEECH. — THE DUKE
1)'A\'(:()UL]}\IF. AT NISMES.— LIBERATION (%F TRESTAIL-
LONS DEMANDED, — ATTEMPT 10O OPEN THE PROTESTANT
TFMPLE. — DREADFUL OUTRAGE. — GENERAL LAGARDE
SHOTF. — PROTESTANTS KILLED AND WOUNDED, — TEMPLF
RAVAGED, — PROCLAMATIONG. — RETURN OF THE DUKE
h' \\'(.()\'I,f-.‘.\i E.— INTERVIEW WITH THE CONSISTORY, =
LETFER OF THE DEPUTIES OF THE GARD.— ROYAL OR-
DONNANCE. — PARTIALITY OF THE MAGISTRATES, — TUHE
FIRST SUNDAY OF DECEMBFR. — PROTESTANTS ATT:’\CKED
IN THE COUNTRY.—YSTATE OF ‘1HE PRISONS. — COX-
A IRSIONS, == BAPTISMS, — L!'.'TTER OF CAMBON. — LLT-
LR OF ML JUILLERAT. — TEMPLE OPENED f.)l-"l' DECEMBER.
PROTESTANTS FORCED TO CONCEDDE TIHEIR TWwO TEMPLES.
PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYORW — CONDUCT OF THE
PREEFECT, — HISTORY OF THE TEMPLES. — CONDUCT OF
THE CONSISTORY., — LETTER OF THE DURKE l)'A.\"GOULfJMl‘..
-— WORSHIT CELEBRATED, — PERSECUTION AT SOMMI-
ERES ON CHRISTMAS DAY.=— M. MOUNIER ATTACKED,

Wik the obscure and remote communes

of the department suffered cvery species of

persecution, it can hardly be supposed that
¢ G
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Nismes enjoyed peace and security.  In order
to trace more distinetly the course of’ events
in the several, .arrondissemens, the history has
advanced in the two last chapters beyond the
date of ¢the occurrences at Nismes.  The state
of that city has only been described to the end
of September, and it will therefore be necessary
to return to that pouod .

October commenced without any improye-
ment in the prieiples or the measures of the
government ; and its progress was marked by
the increasing disorder of ¢ the people.”  After
a few days ol’ apparent calm, which was merely
the lassittde occasioned by exhaustion, pillage
and murder were renewed with fresh rigour
and audacity. Secveral houses in the Quartier
St. Charles were sacked, and the wreehs were
collected and burnt in the street, amidst songs,
d'mccs, and shouts of < Iive le Roi”’ "The
mayor appeared, but the joyous multitude pre-
tended not to know him and when he ventined
for once to remonstratt, they told him that hi-
presence was not needed, and that he might
retire.

Encoaraged by thc inactivity of the magi-
strates, and the timidity of thc persecuted, thc
populace became still more outrageous. On
the 14th of October the protestant gardeners,
who had returned to their homes in the fau-
hourgs, on the faith of promises and procla-
mations, were attached, plundered, and on the
poitt of being murdered.  Smnilar asaults werc
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made on the protestants in the ¢ity ; and fifteen
houses were pillaged in honour of religion and
loyalty. 'The following day the protestants, of
whatever class, sex, or ag'e, could not appear
in the streets without danger; —thoy looked
forward to the night with dreadful forebodings.
The scenes that occurred would have been
thought horrid in other cquntries, and even in
France in other times: but every thing is com-
parative; and the protestants were so accus-
tomed to bloodshed, that they congratulated
themselves that they had only to suffer heavy
ransoms, and plunder, terror, and alarm. The
morning cxhibited the royalists puBlicly shar-
ing their spoils, and collecting, for confla-
gration, what they werc not disposed to ap-
propriate.  During the *day (16th), every pre-
paration announced a night of carnage : orders
for assembling, and signals for attack, were cir-
culated with regularity and confidence. “Tres-
taillons reviewed his satellites, and stimulated
them to the crimes he® wished them to per-
petrate. 1t is known that with one of these
wretches he held the following conversation : —

¢ If'all the protestants,'without one exception,
are to be killed, I will cheerfully joirf:; but, as
you have so often deceived me in our expe-
ditions, unless they are all to go, I will not stir.”>

«« Come along, then, said "T'restaillons, for this
time not a single man shall cscape.”

It is also known that arrangements were
made to fulfil to the letter this horrible promise.

GG ¥
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Eight lnmdred fen, divided into bands, were fo
have gone through the faubourgs.  Onacertain
signal they were to have been joined by their
partizans from the country ; and then the mas-
sacre was to have commenced: —a massacre,
in which 2 catholie, giving an asyluni to a pro-
testant, was to be treated as a vrotestant. On
the part of the mugis’tralos, or the commissarics
of police, not the slightest preeantion appears to
have been taken, nor even the smallest attention
to have been paid to the proceedings of the
conspirators : they all retired to 1est, certain off
their own safety, and leaving the city to the
merey and  diseretion of lumdreds ot accom-
plished murderers. Genenal Lo Garde, com

mandant .of the department, alone offered sor-
ous and timely oppositton to the bloody enter-
prise; and, a~ he could only bo informed by

the civil authorities, he was not awarc of the -
tent of the danger. At ten o’ciock he pereendd
the dreadful truth, and felt that not 4 moment
was to be lost. Crowds were advaneing by the
faubourg de Sauve and the Cowrs Neuf'; the
streets were filled, with ruflians, uttering the
most harrid  imprecations 5 the dwellings of
citizens who professed religions  opinions for
which they were only accountable to God, were
‘broken open and ravaged; shiieks of anguish
and despair were heard o the tops of the
houses, where, as a last resort, many had taken
iefuge ;3 and the fiequent reports of fire-arm,
announced the mareh and the tiivmph of crime,
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The oénérale sounded at  clevén o’clock, and
added to the confusion which was now spread-
mg through the city. A few troops rallicd
round the Count La Garde, who was wrung
with distress at the height at which the evil had
arrived, .

It is impossible to describe or imagine the
horror of the scene. * M. Purand, an advocate,

atholie, and son ot the architect to the de-
partment, has anen the following account of
what transpired under his own eye : —

“ It was near midnight; my wite, who had
retired to bed, was just falling asleep, and 1 was
writing by her side, when we were disturbed by
adistant noise. 1t appeared as though the drums
neat the gendrale, and crossed the town in every
direction. My wite, in” alarm, enquired what
atl this could vscan; and, m order to allay her
apprehensions, T oreplied that it ]H()b’lbl.) an-
nounced the arrival or departure of some troops
of the garrwon, But tiving and shouts were im-
miediately audible 5 and,’on opening iy window,
I distinguished hormble imprecations, nungled
with eries o ¢ [ zee e o0 7?1 roused an officer
who lodged m the héuse, and M."Chancel,
dairector of the public works.  We went out to-
gether, and gained the boulevarde. The moon
shone bright, and cvery object was nearly a- dis-
tinetas in the day. A furions crowd was pross.
ing on, vowing extermination, and the greater
pait half’ naked, armed with mushets, I\m\es
sticks, and sabres. T oenquired repeatedly the

e 3
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history of the thmult, and was informed ¢that
the massacre was general, and that in the fau-
bourgs several were already killed.” M. Chancel
retired to put on his uniform, as captain of the
pompiers the officer repaired to the barracks ;
and, anxious for my wife, I returned home. By
the noisc I was convinced that pérsons followed :

I crept along in the shadow of the wall, opened
my door, entered and closed it, leaving, how-
ever, a small apertme, that, unperceived, I
might watch the movements of the party, whose
arms shone in the moonlight. In a few mo-
ments some armed men“appeared, conducting a
prisoner to the very spot where I was concealed.
At this I was not surprised, as, for some time
past, any brigand had the right to scize and im-
prison a citizen, without any authority but his
own will. They stopped. I now shut gently
the door ; but, being unwilling to lose sight of
the party, I mounted an alder-tree, planted
against the wall of the garden. The foliage
covered me ; I looked over the top of the wall ;
and what a scene!— the mere recollection chills
me with horror. A‘man, on his knecs, implored
mercy from wretches who mocked his agony,
and loaded him with abuse. ¢ In the name of
my wife and children,” said he, ¢ sparc me ! —
what have I done?—why would you murder
me for nothing?’— A cold swcat stood on my
forehead : my agitation was insupportable ; and
though a hundred fiends would have beset my
house in an instant, and I was alone to defend
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iy wife and family, I was on tlte point of cry-
ing out and menacing the murderers with ven-
geance. 1 had not long to deljberate: the dis-
charge of several {usils terminated my suspense ;
and the unhappy supplicant, struck in¢he loins
and the head, fell, to rise nomore. The assasins
were in the shtde undef the wall; and their
backs were turned towards,the tree. - Of course
I could not recognize them ; and they imme-
diately retired, reloading their’pieces.

“1 descended, and approached - the dying
man. I found him in his bloods disfigured, and
uttering deep and disinal groans. At first I
thought of' carrying him into the holise ; but I
perceived that his wounds were mortal, and J-
remembered that his removal would .designate
my house to his murderers. Some national
suards arrived at the moment, and I again re-
tired, closed the door, and listened. ¢ What do
I see? said one, ¢a dead man! —¢ He'sings
still,” said anether, (some groans cscaped the
sufferer in the agonies of death.)— ¢ They have
tickled him,’ said a third, ¢ and that is not amiss ;
but it will be better to finish him, and put an
end to his misery.” — Five or six muskets were
instantly fired — the groans ceased. *

¢ Should any refuse to believe such compli-
cated horrors, 1 can excuse their incredulity.
L witnessed them, and yet I am frequently obliged
to assure myself that all was not a dream. The
next morning, from the break of day, I began to
rend to all the commissaries ot police for au~

GG 4



450 LYIDENCE ON THE

thority to rembve the body to the hospital.
Some of these gentlemen were in bed, and others
were out. At length, by dint of application,
about cleven o’clock, I received the permission.
Onc word more; and 1 shudder while T write.
Crowds came to inspect and to insult the de-
ceased. The day after a massacre was always
observed as a sort of féte: cevery occupation was
lett to go and gaze upon the victims. A wretch,
who wished to gratify ¢ the people,’ took the pipe
from his own mounth, and placed it in the mouth
of the corpse. *The joKes and merriment of
the spectators rewarded the exertions of this
friend of ¢the altar and the throne.” All this I
saw.”

It was the death of Louis Lichaire, the father
of four children, that M. Durand witnessed.
L'our ycars after the event, (Nov. 25. 1819,) the
writer verificd this account by his oath, on the
trial of Scrvant, one of the murderers. The de-
positions of other witnesses, and the whole pro-
ceedings of that trial, are so illustrative of the
history of the period, that they ought not to be
entirely omitted in. the relation of the occur-
rences of' the night of the 16th of October.

"The first witness lived in the same house as
the deceased. After the générale was beaten,
violent and repeated knocks at the door were
heard, and admission was densanded in the name
of the king. 'The real object of their scarch
was the nephew ; but they determined to have
< victim, and they ordered Lichaire, the uncle,
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descend. e hesitated, afd onec of the
party levelled his musket. The wife sprang
brward, and turned aside the muzzle.  Resist-
ance wasWseless : they led "Lichaire out of his
house. His w1fe»attcmptcd to follow,® but was
compelled to returm. l‘hey had not procecdul
far when they shot theu' prisoner, near the resi-
dence of M. Durand.” '

Third witness. « I heard the report of fire-
arms, and, with my nephew, ran to the spot.
Lichaire was lying on the ground, and had
covered his face. 1 spoke to htm, but received
no answer : a patrole approached, and I retired.
They immediately fired at Lichaire, and finished
the business.”

A juryman. “ Why did you not cull to this
patrole of national guards for assistance ?’ —
Witness. ¢« Because there were all sorts of men
in the guard.”

A juryman. ¢ Was this patrole ordered by the
magistrates ?7 — V\ itness. < No.”

The President. « Were there any protestants
in the national guard ?”” — Witness. ¢ No.”

Lifth witness. «] hcud vne of the national
guard say, ¢ This b——"has a lite like a cat:
they have begun, and 1 will render him the last
service.””’

Sivth witness. < 1 was in bed, but got up
and went out.  Adter the murder of Lichaire,
one of the murderers came up to me, struck me
on the shoulder, and said, ¢ All persons without
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arms ought to Put out their lights, and go in
doors.” ”’

The Procurcur-général. « Why were not you
in the national guard »” — Witness. ¢ Because
1 am a pfotestant.”

Seventhewitness. « One of the  party told
me that the deccased threw ‘himself on  his
neck, and entreated him to save him ; but that,
in spite of his good-will, he could not, without
compromising himself.”

The Procurcur-Général. « Were you in the
national guard ! — Witness. ¢ I was before the
troubles : but I was excluded as a protestant.”

Thirteenth witness. ¢ Being asked, whether
no assistance was offered the dying man, re-
plied, ¢ Fhe women danced a farandole round
him, but nobody gave him any succour.””’

The President. ¢ Prisoncr, there are three
persons who distinctly recognize you.”

Prisoner. ¢ If they were al N they dar
not say this.” — There was a general burst of in-
dignation from the audience. 'Fhe trial took
place at Riom, in the department of Puy de
Dome. ‘

Marie Theron. « I was awoke by the drums,
and saw a patrole of national guards, among
whom was the prisoner. They knocked at my
door, and demanded my father and my hus-
band. A catholic ncighbour observed them
from the window, and the prisoner exclaimed,
< Retire, or I will blow out your brains.””’

Anne Sauze. *“ About midnight, Servant, the
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prisoner, fired a musket at me, arld wounded me

in the head and the breast. e entered my house,
" with several others, to search far my husband ;

and not finding him, they robbed the house.”

Saussine. ¢« One of the assassins fold me,
that he was called to join by Trestailtons, who
furnished him With a carbine and twenty-two
cartiidges.” '

Anne Formentin. ¢ The prisoner met me,
and said, < I want to go into your house ; where
is the villain your husband ? .He is out, I re-
plicd, and has taken the key. *Let us go some
where that I may speak to you.’ We went to
a distance. ¢ Your husband owes me cighteen
francs,” said he. ¢ Wellif he does, he will pay
you.” <Yes, whether he does or not, Iwill have
them,” and presenting a f)istol, he added, ¢ your
head depends on it I demanded time, and
sold my silver hook for three crowns, of six
francs cach, but the prisoner would not have
them without the twelve spus, lost on the coin.”

The counsel for the prisoner, after some re-
marhs on the facts, exclaimed, ¢ All this is said
to have occurred at Nismes. * Nismes has magi-
strates of the highest rank. Where wue they in
the moment of disorder? Where were the pre-
fect, the mayor, the judge of the peace, the
commissaries of police ?— The indictment does
not inform us. Was there a legal armed force ?
Was there any sedition ? — No answer. What
extiaordinary silence ! What did the authorities
in these circumstances? I have a right to say
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to these magidtrates, ¢ The générale sounds,
bands assemble, they carry the arms you have
put into their hends, they wear the uniform you
have authorised them to wear, and you are re-
sponsible for the result ; but you cannot speak.’
"The prisoner had no private quarrel to avenge,
there wus no jealousy between ‘him and the de-
ceased as workmen,, for t'hey were not of- the
same trade. The générale beat, he was a na-
tional guard : it was his duty to be at his post.
Was he armed ? the drum called him to arms.
Was he inva party ? it was a patrole of the
guard. I repeat, then, that the authorities alone
were able“to prevent all that passed, and for
crimes so great and so numerous, afterthe lapse
of four years, ought such an obscure and miser-
able victim to be selected ?”

The procurcur-général justified the silence
of the widow since 1815, ¢ Her silence,” said
he, ¢ was inevitable, for during that period the
administration of the laws and of justice scemed
to be annihilated.” — % My accusation of the
authorities is then supported by the procurcur
général,” replied the counsel for the prisoner.
« He has conceded that tor fowr years it was
not possible for a widow to prosccute the mur-
derers of her husband.”

The president. in his address to the jury gave
a paternal exhortation to the proflestant witnesses.
«« Be assured,” said he, ¢that the administration
will always protect you, and that in the heart of
the king, as well as in the constitution which he
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has given the country, all Frenclemen are catho-
lics. I am gricved, as well as the advocates, at
the silence of the authorities at jthat epoch, and
I can only account for this*silence, and the ab-~
sence of a procés verbal, by the fright which
such crimes might have occasioned them.”

Whatever was the cause of' the inaction of
the magistrates, it is tertain that it was General
La Garde alone who scricusly and  firmly
attempted to check the progtess of the deso-
lation, and that the magistrates favoured the
criminals whom he arrested, and justified the
murders he endeavoured to prevent.

Among the slain was the SicureLatond, a
bachelor, sixty-six years of age, perfectly retired
in his habits, and estranged from al} political
affairs. "This old man lived alone, on a ground
floor, in a little garden on the Cours Neuf: he
was a protestant, and had saved some money.
His door was burst open, and the report Jf two
muskets which wére fired at him was heard by
the whole ncighbourhood', and collected a crowd.
His dead body was brutally treated, and his
house was plundered, .

M. 1Y Arbaud Jouquey, the prefect,chas pub-
lished a statement of this event, as false as it is
improbable.

¢« This solitary old man,”” he says, ¢ mounted
by a ladder to a little window, tired a musket and
a pistol on a patrole who passed on the other
side of the Cours, and uttered, with the grossest
abuse of the royalists, cries of ive 7 Empereur !
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An irritated meb was collected: the people broke
open the door, and killed Lafond in his apart-
ment ; but left {he premises untouched.”

The murderers ¢ould not have desired or
have coeposed a better defence. The peaceable
Lafond, wantonly attacked and killed, is conr-
verted by the prefect of the department into
an assassin, a rebel, and &n active and sturdy
champion.  1lis butchers are described as loyal
and harmless citizens, acting in defence of” their
own lives, and the authority of the king. But
nothing can surgrise fromt the pen of a prefect,
who has had the cffrontery to declare to the
world, that a protestant burnt alive was not a
protestant, but a catholic.

The chief magistrate did not confine his good
offices to written apologies. In the same night
an officer was dispatched with a dozen men to
save the remains of a house that was being pil-
laged by the populace.  Maurin was arrested as
he was coming out of the door lozded with
booty ; several others were made prisoners, and
their comrades fled: but the fewness of the
military was no sooncr ascertained, than ¢ the
people’ sallicd and attached them with fixed
bayonets. « "The soldiers were overpowered : the
officer was alrcady in the hands of the assailants,
and shouts of' ¢ Kill him, kill him !> announced
his fate, when a reinforcement opportunely
arrived. Maurin escaped, but was retaken and
conducted with the other prisoners, under a
strong escort, to the citadel. What was the:
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result ? Maurin and several of dis accomplices
taken in the very act of plunder, and concerned
inan attack on a royal officer acfing in discharge
of his duty, were set at liberty by the prefect,
M. &’ Arbaud Jonques, accompanied by a judge
and the commissaries of police. At thyt moment
the prisons ware crowded with innocent and
respectable protestants, who had been seized by
Trestaillons, and confined’ without any warrant
or any specific charge. .

It was some hours past midnight: the firmy
ness and activity of thes general had disconcertéd
the conspirators, but the storm still raged, and
he determined to arrest some of the chiefs of the
wsurrection.

Trestaillons was on the Cours Neyf with an
immense crowd.  Some ofticers of the disbanded
army oftered to execute the orders of the general.
The terrible chiet’ was surrounded  with his
agents : he had a sword by his side, two pistols
in his girdle, aitd a carbine slung over his
shoulder.  To disguise’ their intentions, the
ofticers as they approached, shouted ¢ Ve le
Roi P They plunged into the midst of ¢ the
people,” in an instant sccured the hands and
the weapons of the hero, and marched him off
to the commandant. On his arrival he expressed
his indignation that a man ennobled by so many
loyal murders should be thus ill treated aund
disarmed, and threatened with signal vengeance
the soldiers who had dared to arrest him.  The
fury of the populace rendered his detention in
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the prisons of #Nismes difficult and dangerous,
and the general took the precaution to remove
him immediately to Montpellier, in a post-car-
riage, and under a strong escort.

The day dawned, and the sun arose on the
continuance of the disorders. It was eight
o’cloch, when a sanguinary herde broke into
the house of (‘lmbri‘cr, a silk-weaver. Ile had
lately returned to his home, on the assurance of
delusive promiscs; and supposing that the miscries
of Nismes were immediately to terminate.  On
the approach of the savage mob, he fled and
took refuge with a neighbour.  No asylum was
sacred : the first of his pursuers who reached
him plunged a bayonet in his thigh, and threw
him over the staircase — others dragged him into
a stable, and after giving him numerous stabs,
they left him for dead. When his murderers
were gone, he was removed on a hurdle to the
hospital, and contrary to all probability he re-
covered, though with the ccrtainty of being a
cripple, and incapable. of labour all his days.
During these frightful scenes, the lite of the
general was several times endangered : scveral
of the officers also displayed an intrepidity to
be expected from those who had served in the
most desperate campaigus, and which was ne.
cessary to awe ruffians so long accustomed to
success. M. Durand mentions that M. Lie-
baber, chef d’escadron, who attacked one horde
of bandits, was saved almost miraculously : two
muskets pointed at his breast missed firc at the
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same moment. A few days after, this officer,
so zealous for the maintenance of public order,
was put on half pay by the local authorities.

When the departure of Trestaillons was ge-
nerally known, the people assembled bgfore the
hotel of General Lagarde, impudently, demand-
ing the liberation of their chief. The firmness
of the general did not fail him ; he immediately
arrested several of the 1ebels, nor did he stop
there ; two days after, Lavondes, the most active
and violcnt agent of the catholic faction and
an officer of the national guard, was sent to
prison. Trestaillons, however, eventually tri-
umphed, and returncd to Nismes in a grand
procession : General Lagarde was soon after
shot for his upright conduct, by one of the
national guard. .

The proclamation published by the prefect
on this occasion, was distinguished by the same
spirit with all those which had hitherto emanated
from his hotel.  The crimes that had been com-
mitted were scarcely mentioned.  After this
proclamation, the brigands demanded from the
protestants the money due, for the trouble they
had taken to preserve them from greater mis-
fortunes. The slightest resistance would have
been dangerous; scldom would they allow any
diminution of the sum. Whatever they de-
manded, was given to avert more terrible sa-
crifices.

Abouit this period, the anticipated visit of his
Royal Highness the Duke d’Angouléme, was

un
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publicly announced, and the circumstance was
too important not to be improved.  Every
stratagem was gmployed by ¢ the friends of the
altar and the throng,” to turn it to their advan-
tage, bydnflaming the zeal of the fanatics, and
by associating the name of the Prince with the
basest calummies.  Thus saith.the Journal of
the Gard. . '

« At length the wishes of the royalists of the
« Gard arc about to be completely gratitied.
The arrival of His Royal Highness, Mon-
seignenr Duo &’ Angouléme within our walls
« is announced.  Tho hero of Irance will re-
« ceive nt where testimonies of love and de-
votion for his sacred person, more lively and
numerous than in this city, &c.
«« The - yahsts of Nismes, instead of biilliant
“ [¢tes, have conceived the project of one more
« suited to the pious and beneficent character
of " the prince, and of celebrating his visit by
acts of religion and benevolence.
« The following is+the programme of this
‘¢ interesting féte.

. « ¢« Niymnes, October 23. 1815,

« «The first thought of’ the royalists was to
¢« celebrate with fétes the arrival of an adored
« prince, the, model of cvery virtue.  Praise-
¢ worthy motives have dispensed with expensive
s rejoicings, which might be telt by the public ;
« but these restrictions do not limit the will
« of individuals; they are not prohibited from
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expressing their joy. The royalists have ne-
vertheless thought they should act more in
conformity with the dearest wish of His Royal
Highness, by giving to their delight a bene-
volent object ; and the fwelve undersigﬁed com-
missioners have been charged with the draw-
ing up of th¢ present programme, which has
1ecexved the assent of the magistrates and
the citizens. .

« ¢ Many royalists, already the victims of
the revolutionary disasters, have been again
opplcewd during the three *months of the
invasion of the usurper under an incalculable
load of misfortunes ; they are pining in
wretchedness.  Persons of respectability are
invited to assist them, by paying ‘into the
hands of onec of the commissioners, the sums
they may be disposed to devote to this good
work. ‘Thesc sums, which the commissigners
will place every evening in the hands of M.
Murjas, one of their number, shall be dis
tributed during the stay of his Royal High-
ness, to the families of indigent royalists.  The
unfortumate individuals rélieved will never
forget that the hero of the South was the
impulsive cause of their happiness.

s« A religious ceremony ought to signalize
the same cvent. The commissioners bave
therefore invited the cures of Notre Dame,
and Saint Castor, to celebrate with solemmity
a grand mass ; to be followed by the eaaudiat
and the benediction of the holy sacrament.

H -
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« His Royal Ifighness will be most humbly en-
¢ treated to be present at this ceremony.  “The
¢ royalists will rnament all their windows with
¢ white flags. ‘The touching simplicity of this
¢ féte will not fail to gratify the descendant of
¢ Henry*IV.; and all good citizens will be
¢ eager to unite in its celebration.
(Signed) ¢ < T'he Viscount Renis de Bernis,
« colonel ; the Marquis de Calvicre,
« colonel; Cazelle, consciller; Tour-
¢ micr, administrator of hospitals ; Mur-
¢ jas, judge in the tribunal of com-
« merce; Boyer, advocate; Surville,
““adjutant of the staff’ of the 2d corps
« of H.R.H.; Rabanis, judge of the
« peace ; the Viscount de Rochemaure,
“ chef d’escadron ; Troupenas, Galian,
¢« Carbonnel, merchants.
¢ ¢ The prefect of the Gard, having examined
“the plan and the objéct of the above asso-
‘ ciation, and being convinced that we cannot
“ better express our scritiments towards the king,
« and his royal highness the Duke d’Angoulcme,
“ than by imploring the assistance of Heaven
« for our country and’ the family of our kings,
“ and by pouring the streams of benevolence on
“ those who have particularly suffered in the
“sacred cause, approves the proposed asso-
*¢ ciation, &c.
(Signed) ¢ Marquis p’Arsaup Jouques.”
*“ < The subscription was immediately filled ;
“ the prefect, the general, the mayor, the other
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¢ authorities, and a crowd of cttizens, hastencd
*“ to contribute, to the utmost of their ability, to
“ this beneficent work. 1t mey be casily im-
“ agined that the idca of'such a {éte was not
‘¢ suggested by those who lately creed, Vive
“ P Enfer! the place from which, indeed, they
“seemed to have recently issued, to second the
< sinister designs of the ngw Robespierre.” »
From the wholc of this article, published in the
official journal, as well as froim the plan of the
féte, it is impossible not to perceive that the pro-
testants were entirely ‘excluded all participation
of the public rejoicing. « The project was the act,
not of the government or the city, but of the roy-
alists of Nismes. A spurious bencyolence was to
be excited in behalf of persons said te have suf-
fered before the 17th of*July; while the widows
and the orphans of multitudes, receutly massa-
cred in the streets of the city, and the families
who had been for three months pursued with
fire and sword, were to be totally neglected.
The pretended sufferings of the persons to be
relieved had been charged on the protestants,
by the royalists who arranged the festival ;
and, false as was this ¢harge, it was now so-
lemnly assumed as the basis of a-public and
charitable provision. All the twelve commis-
sioners were distinguished catholics.  The re-
ligious part of the féte was to consist of a mass,
and other ceremonics, in which it was impossible
that the protestants, a third of the population,
could unite ; and, so far from the citizens being
HH3



470 TUMULT IN THE

invited, generslly, to observe religious cere-
monies accordant with their several professions,
the protestants gared not assemble; their temples
had long been closed, and there was no prospect
of their heing re-opened.  The preparations for
this festiwal did not originate with ¢ the people,”
but with persons of the greatest influence and
celebrity in the departmént. Thesc were not
the tumults and sallies of a mob, but the deliber-
atc and systemafic efforts of a faction, deter-
mined to vilify the protestants, and to excite
the horror of the princt and the fury of the
populace against those-whom they represented
as having violated the faith of treaties, as wish-
ing to renew the crimes of Robespierre, and as
having cried, « Ilell for ever I’

It is not a little remarkable that, on the very
day of the publication of these documents at
Nismes, a violent tumult occurred in the Cham-
ber of Deputies, because a catholic member
thought it his duty to mention the reports that
were in circulation of the sufferings of’ the pro-
testants,

The chamber was occupied in the discussion
of an a¢v for investing the ministers with the
power of arresting and imprisoning all persons
suspected by the governinent.

M. Voyer d’ Argenson opposed the passing of’
an act contrary to the charter and the criminal
code; while the existing laws were sufficient to
ensure public tranquillity, if exccuted with firm-
sess and wisdom. ¢ Without any proofs,” said
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the speaker, ¢ or documents demonstrative of
the insufliciency of 1hese laws, or the neces-
sity of the case, we are called spon to suspend
the liberty of the subject.  If we vote: without
examination, we shall only augment tlfe alleged
cvils, by the creation of an arbitrary power. We
ought undoubtedly to have evidence {o assure
us that the state of things demands a more vigor-
ous legislation. It is not on isolated facts, or
partial rumours, that you can {orm your opinion.
On the ope hand, we hear that seditious cries
and excitements to rcvolt are*general; on the
other hand, my heart has bcen torn by state-
ments of the massacre of the protestants of the
South.” — ITere M. d’Argenson was so tumul-
tuously interrupted, that it was impossible to
proceed. A multitude” of’ voices exclaimed,
« That is false; order! order!’ M. Bellart,
procurcur-général, and a great number of mem-
bers, rose to speak. M. &’ Argenson insisted
on being heard.  The president, M. Laing, in-
tormed the orator that ht could not permit him
to speak on the fact, if the chamber persisted in
calling him to order. A great number of depu-
ties repeated the ery < 21 Pordre” ¢ T wish,”
said Mr. &’ Argenson, ¢ to explain. I have not
announced any facts 5 I have not brought any
charges.  On the contrary, [ demand that the
vague and contradictory statcments should be
proved. T do not believe all these reports ; but
it is to ascertain the truth, to know the real
situation ef the country, that an investigation
ni k .
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ought to be inStituted. This is what I said.”
« Read the phrase,’ exclaimed several members,
The president s«id the phrase had produced too
bad an impression to be repeated; and that it
was only*necessary to know whether the chamber
was satisfhed with the explanation. A great num-
ber of voices, * Non, Non, A ’ortire! A ’ordre!”
The call to otder was then put, and carried by
a considerable majority ; but the degradation of
an honourable deputy, who wished, though a
catholic, to do justice to the protestants, wasnot
yet complete. Some days after, on the reading
of the procés werbal of the sitting, M. Castcl-
bajac objected that it did not mention that a
member had been called to order. The pre-
sident observed, that it was only in the case of
resistance on the part’of the speaker that the
rule required the record on the minutes. It was
argued that /e fact, it not the name of the de-
puty, might be inserted. The president replied
that the fact, being painful, it were better that it
should be omitted, and’that, as it respected the
individual who had incurred the displeasure of
the chamber, it would increase his punishment.
After other business fiad been disposed of, a
member réevived the question introduced by
M. Castelbajac, and insisted on all that passed
being recorded. His demand was supported by
another deputy ; and the motion was at length
put to the vote, and lost. *

4 M. le Marquis> Voyer d’Argenson is the heir of onc of

the most illustrious families of France ; and his ancestors, for
several generations, filled the highest offices of the state. It
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M. &’ Argenson has been sinee fully avenged
by the esteem and confidence of his country,

is remarkable that the only senator who raised his voice in
behalf of the slaughtered protestants, was thg direct de-
scendant of the Marquis d’Argenson, who was charged by
Louis XIV. with the demolition of Port Royal des Champs.

At the commencement of the revolution, M. d’Argenson
was studying at Strasbourg ; buty after the invasion of France
by the Germans, he became aide-de-camp to General La
Fayette. Ou his marriage with the widow of Prince Victor de
Broglie, mother of the Duke de Broglie, he devoted himself
to the cultivation of his estates, and the education of his chil-
dren. Napoleon wished to add to the $plendour of his court,
by having a d’Argenson as his chambellan ; — the invitation
was not accepted. Inthe hope of being useful to his coun~
try, M. d’Argenson consented to be named prefect of
Antwerp; but as he was not made to be the agent of in-
justice, or the tool of despotism, he soon resighed.

As an enemy to imperial tyranny, M. d’Argenson was of-
fered the prefecture of the Bouches du Rhone, after the first
restoration, which he refused to accept, without the gua-
rantec of a free constitution. On the second invasion of the
allics, he joined in the protestation of M. Lanjuinais against
the forcible dissolution of the senate.

M. d'Argenson was nomindted deputy for the Bas Rhine
to the new chamber, without his knowlcdge, and while he
was in Poitou. It was not withqu.t difliculty that he arrived
at his post, through the fopeign garrisons that occupied
France. From the protestants of Alsace, who.are con-
nected with those of Nismes by family ahd commercial
relations, he first heard the horrid tale of the massacres of
the south ; and he scized the first opportunity of express-
ing at the tribune his honourable grief and indignation,

At that period, the parties that have since divided the
chamber were not developed, and the members occupied the
benches indiscriminately. The tamult burst at once from
every part of the hall, and the confusion was universal ; there
was not one spot on which the eyc of the speaker could find
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and by the reptated denunciations of the massa-
cres to which he alluded, by the ministers of
Louis XVIIL, {a the same chamber, and at the
sam. tribune, from which the vociferations of
his colleagues compelled him to descend: but
the immaliate effect of this interruption on the
protestants of the south, and “on their perse-
cutors, was terrible inghe extreme.  Both partics
perceived, by the report of the debates, that the
chamber was determined to stifle the first sound
that might reveal the crimes that had been for
months committed with' impunity.  The suf-
ferers saw the clouds ‘thicken and approach,
and sat down in despair. The murderers be-
held a long and bright perspective of guilt and
protection, and rushed on to the gratification of
their desires. The scene of the 12th of Novem-
ber, and the assassination of (icneral Lagarde,
may be justly charged on the deputics, who

support ; but in ¢very directien appeured furious looks, me-
nacing arms, and violent gesticulations. Among the rest,
M. Trinquelague, deputy of the Gard, was paiticularly con-
spicuous. Those who wgre not hostile, dared not express
their sentiments; the courage of a hero was necessary to
the performance of a simple duty.

On his return from the chamber, M. &’ Argenson called on
his friend, M. La Fayette, and described the treatment he
had cxperienced. ¢ You are not the object of compassion,
but congratulation,” said his venerable compatriot. ¢ Your
voice has been stifled, but it is the voice of truth; it will
resound through France and Europe ¢ your uanfinished sen-
Jtence willbe as celebrated and as uscful gsithe most brilliant

eeches of Mirabeau.”
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silenced their colleagues, and deecived their con-
stituents.

In the mean time the Duke d’Angouléme
pursued his journcy in thé south, and, on the
fifth of November, arrived at Nismes.e Ilc en.
tered the city on horseback, and, amidst the
greetings of the inhabitants, was conducted to
the hotel of the prefecturg,  In the evening he
appeared at the theatre ; the neat day he gave a
general audience.  As onc of 'the public bodies,
the consistory were admitted to his presence ;
but it was not without difficuléy that they con-
vened a mecting, nor without danger that three
of their number, Messrs. Olivie? Desmond,
Juillerat Chasseur, and Rolland Lacoste, gained
entrance through a private door, ta avoid in-
sults from the populace.’

Fiom his Royal Highness they received no-
thing but attention, respect, and encouragement.
Ie invited them to his table, listened ‘to the
brief recital of the sufferings of their brethren ;
demanded an C\planatwn of the horrible patois
songs, which, in 181k, had introduced the per-
secution; expressed his astonishment at the
long suspension of religious worship 7 repeated
his assurance that the will of the king, and ol
his family, guaranteed the freedom of religious
profession ; desired that the temples might be
rc-opened on Thursday the 9th; and ordered
General Lagarde to take every precaution to se-
cure the public tranquillity. One of the depw-
tics took the liberty to suggest, that 4 proclam-
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ation was the only means of giving to the
honourable intentions of his royal highness that
publicity whicle circumstances required; but
whether he thought such publicity unnecessary,
after the decided manner in which he had ex-
pressed himself, or whether his powers were
not sufficiently cxtensive, unhappily he declined
to comply with this guggestion.

The flattering reception given to the few
protestants who upproached the person of the
duke, disconcerted exceedingly the catholics;
and their mortification ‘was increased by the
failure of a plan, on the success of which they
had confidently calculated. It was nothing
less than the liberation of Trestaillons and his
accomplices, arrested on the 16th of October by
General Lagarde. The friends of this avowed
murderer were found among the highest ranks
of society ; and they selected as their organs the
most ‘powerful advocates. Some distinguished
females, M. de Rochemaure, grand vicaire, and
M. Bonhompe, curé, were entrusted with this
mission ; and these ministers of religion did not
blush to solicit the orders of the prince for the
immediate liberation of wretches, covered with
the blood: of their fellow-citizens. This fact
alone proves, beyond all question, the real nature
of the persecution. The same priests who cele-
brated mass, and pronounced the benediction of
the sacrament, in the féte given in honour of
his Royal Highness, became intercessors for the
aurderers of protestants : the persons who pro-
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fessed an exclusive attachment to the king, re-
quested another to exercise more than royal au-
thority, and withdraw criminals.from the action
of thelaws ; and those who were associated in a
pretended public charity, in behalf of itnaginary
sufferers, stood forward as the proteetors and
patrons of nototious robbers and assassins.

Had not passion completely perverted the
judgment of the applicants, the result of their
criminal demand might easily have been fore-
seen. * Leave to the tribunals,” said the prince,
in a tone of displeasure, * the prosecution of
assassins and incendiaries.”” The decision of
the tribunals was not for a moment doubtful ;
there was no danger to the prisoners either from
witnesses, judges, or juries; their acquittal was
certain ; but their friends and patrons had views
distinct fiom the comfort and safety of the
guilty. Their interference was selfish and fac-
tious ; it was the immediate re-appearance of
these monsters on the scene that they desired ;
the agents were necessaty to the success of their
projects; and the failure of their application
rendered the applicants more vindictive and
furious than ever. They threatened to take
ample vengeance after the departure of the
duke; ¢ the king wishes the temples to be
opened,” they exclaimed ; ¢ but the people of
Nismes will not consent.”” The event justified
their assertions.

His Royal Highness set out for Montpellier
and Toulouse on the 7th, accompanied hy Ge.
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neral Lagarde.* The catholics of Montpezat
and St. Mamert, who assembled at Lunel to
meet the princef ill-treated the disarmed pro-
testants of Calvisson to so great a degree, that
‘they were obliged to arm themselves with spades,
forks, andsscythes, in their own defence. Though
order was immediately restored by the arrival of
some gendarmes, cight fathers of fam’'ies werc
dragged to prison for the crime of scli-detence;
and two hundred ‘troops of the line, wmd a bri-
gade of gendarmes, were dispatched from
Nismes, and quattered on the inhabitants. At
Arguevives the arch rated by the protestants
was destroyed by the catholics; and every in-
sult was offered that was calculated to provohe
a conflict.«

In this state of turbulence, and especially in
the absence of General Lagarde, the consistory of
Nismes were not so unwise as to think of recom-
mencing divine worship, suspended during seve-
ral months; but, though they had been desired
by the duke to open théir temples on the Yth,
they determined, for the present, to avoid all
occasion of offence.+ There were not wanting,
even among the authoritics, persons who ascribed
this prudence and moderation to the worst of
motives. On Saturday, the 11th, General La-
garde returned to Nismes; and, carly on Sun-
day morning, the 12th, he informed the con-
sistory that he had promised the prince that the
temples should be opened that day, and that,
for that purpose, he had hastened his return.
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The president of the consistoryy and M. Juil-
lerat Chasseur, represented the certain danger
to which the worshippers and all. the protestants
would be liable ; and proposed, if the will of
the authorities were positive, that only she small
temple should be opened, that the ringing of
the bell should be omitted, and that the organ
hould be silent.  These precautions were ap-
proved 5 and General Lagarde declared that he
would wswes with his head fot the safety of the
congn gation,  ‘The protestants  privately in-
tormea cach other thats worshipswas once more
to be eclebrated at ten @’clock; and they began
to assemble <ilently and cautiouslv, aind rather as
though committing an oftence than exercising a
right.  The larger temple stands in ope of the
most open and public parts of the town, The
smaller temple is situated in oue of the narrow-
est and most ancient streets.  The service being
held hete, was less hkely to attract attention,
and the spot was fess adapted for the movements
of a tumultuous assembly.

It was agiced that M. Juillerat Chasseur
should perform the service; though such was
his comviction of dangep, that he entreated his
wife, and others of his flock to remaire with their
familics. The temple being only opened as a
matter of form, and in compliance with the
orders of the Duke d’Angouléme, this worthy
pastor wished to be the only victim. On his
way to the house of prayer, he passed numerous
groupes, who regarded him with ferocious lopks.



480 DREADFUL OUTRAGE.

« What !” cried some, ¢ have they still the
audacity to dare to pray to God ?” ¢ This is
the moment,” said others, ¢ to give them the
last blow.” ¢ Yes,” added their companions,
« and neither women nor children must be
spared.”«. One wretch, raising his voice above
the rest, exclaimed, ¢« Ah! they dare to come
again, I will go and get my musket, and ten for
my share.””* Through these ominous sounds
M. Juillerat pursued his course ; but when he
gained the temple, he found the concierge so
terrified, as not to have courage to open the great
door, and he was obliged to open it himself.

In spite ‘of every precaution, as the worship-
pers arrived, they found persons in possession of
‘the adjacent streets, and the steps of the church,
who vowed that the wership should not be per-
formed, and expressed their rage in the following
exclamations : — < 4 bas les protestans ! sarrc
(kill)' les protestans I’* ¢ Les brigands viennent
a leur temple ; mais nous leur en f: s lant,
qu'ils n’auront pas emuvie de revenir.” < Nous
ne voulons pas qu'ils se servent de nos églises ;
qu'ils nous rendent. nos eglises, qw'ils aillent au
desert, dehors, dehors.’* The general attempted
to calm and to disperse the groupes, placed scn-
tinels at the points the most threatened, and the
apparent success of his efforts induced him to
retire. The church was nearly filled, and prin-
cipally by the most respectable protestants ; the
poor being more liable to the attacks of the

< %I patois, « Vau quéré moun fusil’; dés de ma part!”

1
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rabble. At ten o’clock, M. JuiMerat Chasseur
commenced the service; the congregatiomy as-
sembled in such peculiar cirepsisfances;; £p~
peared elevated, in devotion above thé tumult
and danger of the scene, and for some time
they were undisturbed. The calm wag»of short.
duration. On a sudden a violent noise inter-
rupted the minister, and a number of persons
entered the church, uttering the most dreadful
crics, and profaning both the sanctuary-and the
royal authority, by mingling with the usual
shouts of « Vive le Rdi,”’ — ¢ Mort, mort aux
protestans ! tuez, tues I”’+ The gendarmes suc-
ceeded in excluding these fanaticy, and in closing
on them the doors. The noise now increased
without, and the tumnlt redoubled. .The po-
pulace ondcavoured to Brecak open the doors;
the sound of their blows filled the temple ; every
moment they promised to be effectual, and the
doors once open, there would be no obstacle to
a general massacre. The housc of God re-
sounded with groans ande shrieks; some pressed
together like sheep in a storm, equally harfis
less, and equally helpless, and those who neithers
wept nor spoke, were pale and motionless. It
was an awful spectacle. The voice of the pasters,
who endeavoured to encouragc and console
their flock, was inaudible. They attempted in
vain to sing the 42d Psalm.

Three quarters of an hour relled heavily
away, ¢ I placed myself,” says madame Juily
lerat, the excellent wife of the preacher, “akfhg .

. 11 N o4 ¢

~
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bottom of the pulpit with my daughter in my
arms ; my husband at length joined and sus-
tained me. I semembered that it was the an-
niversary of my marriage. After six years of
happiness, I said, I am about to dic with 'my
husband and my daughter; (the babe Paul
whom I had left at home, was, I confess, almost
forgotten.) We shgll be slain at the altar of our
God, the victims of a sacred duty, and heaven
will open to feceive us and our unhappy
brethren. I blessed the Redeemer, and with-
out cursing our murderers, I waited their ap-
proach.” .

M. Olivier, son of the pastor, and an officer
in the royal troops of the line, attempted to
Jeave the church, but the sentinels cried from
the outside, that the tanger was too great, and
he was obliged to remain besicged with the rest
of the worshippers. The gendarmes who were
stationed at the temple, found themselves un-
able to resist the torrent, and prevent the most
criminal excesses; the national guards refused
to act, and declared, they ¢ would not exposc
their lives for such villains,”” and the fanatical
crowd took everv advantage of the absence of
the general, and of their increasing numbers.
At length the sound of martial music was
heard, and voices from without called to the be-
seiged, ¢ Open, open, and save yourselves.” The
first impression was fear of treachery, but they
soon learnt that a detachment retufning from
mass, was ‘conducted in front of the temple to
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favour the flight of the protestatts. The door
was opencd, and many of the worshippers és-
caped among the ranks of the sdldiers, who had
driven the mobbefore them, but this street was +
again filled, as well as the other streets*through
which the fugitives were obliged to pase.

The catholics® were furious and disappointed,
for, according to their avowal, too much ardour
had deranged their plan. It was intended to
suffer the worship to termnate,’and then to rush
with arms on the unsuspecting protestants as
they left the temple, and massacre them all.
To give the greater excitement to popular fury,
persons were also sent into the cathedtal, during
mass, to announce that the protestants were
killing the catholics, while they were being pur-
sued in the streets, assailéd by showers of stones,
thrown down, beaten, bruised, whipped and
mangled, without regard either to helpless age
or tender infancy. The vecnerable pastor,
Olivier Desmond, between 70 and 80 years of’
age, was surrounded by murderers; they put
therr fists in his face, and cried ¢ Kill the chief
of biigands.” His life was only preserved by
the firmness of some officers, among whoin was
his own son. They made a bulwark found him
with their bodics, and amidst their naked sabres
conducted him to his home. M. Juillerat, who
had cngaged in the divine service, with his wife
at his side, and his child in his arms, was pur-
saed and assailed by stones. His mother re-
ceived a blow on the head, and for a montlhi her

' 112 !
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life was in daifger. M. Pourrat, cighty years of
age, was thrown down and trodden under the
horses’ feet. "The widow Defague, seventy ycars
of age, and Mademoiselle Debiarge reccived
several ewounds ; Jeanme Genevier was shame-
fully whipped; Jeaunctte Connibliere died of’
the bruises and wounds she received; the
daughter of Bigomnette was dragged along the
pavement, kiched, and so indecently and inhu-
manly treated, that she survived but a few days.
Others received mortal or lasting injury, and
‘the number of protestants more or less ill-treated
amounted to between seventy and cighty.

A chedk was at length put to these excesses
by the report of the murder of count Lagarde.
Stimulated by virtuous indignation, the gencial,
on receiving informatich of the tumult, mounted
his horse, and entercd one of the strects to dis-
perse a crowd. A villan scized his bridle;
another presented the muzzle of a pistol close
te his body, and c\cl‘umed « Wretch, you
makg me retire 2’ He immediately fired, and
perceiving that the general maintained his po-
sition on his horse, he added, ¢ Ah! brigand,
[ have *not killed ydu!” 'The murderer was
Louis Botssin, a serjeant in the company of
national guards, commanded by M. Vidal, son
of the celebrated commissary-general of police.
Toissin was known to every body, but no one
endeavoured to arrest him, and he effected his
escape without difficulty. As soon as the ge-
meral found himself wounded, he gave orders to
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the commander of the gendarmerie to protect
the protestants, and set off in a gallop to his
hotel : immediately on his arrival, he fainted.
On recovering Jfrom the swoon, he prevented
the surgeon from examining his woungl, till he
had written a letter to the government othat, in
case of his death, it might be known from what
quarter the blow had been gimed, and that none
might dare to accuse the protestants of the crime
from which he suffered. .

The probable death of general ILagarde
produced a consternation amowg the principal
fanatics ; their agents had gone too far, and
they anticipated the 1c-action; they foresaw
that public opinion would be enlightened by an
act which it would be impossible to conceal or
distort ; that the goverrament must adopt mea-
sures answerable to the nature and the publicity
of’ the event; that future aggressions would be
more difficult, and that some of their past crimes
might rcceive a just visitation. To this con-
sternation, the protestanfs were indebted for an
apparent rclaxation on the part of their enemies,
and for some indications of returning calm ;
but the mass ot the people were too ardent and
too long accustomed to licentiousmess to be
restrained even by the murder of the represent-
ative of their king. In the evening, they again
directed their steps to the temple, and with
hatchets broke open the doors, which in the
morning had sheltered the victims of their fury.
The dismal noise of their strokes resounded

118
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through the neighbourhood, and carried terror
into the bosom of the pl‘otcmnt families who
were sitting in their houses in desolation and
in tears. lhe lalgcl doors once demolished,
those of. the various oftices and apartments in
the intesior, offived but a momentary impedi-
ment.  The contents of" the peor-box, and the
clothes prepared for, distribution, were stolen;
the minister’s robes were rent in pieces; the
books were torn ap or carried away ; the pulpit
was stripped of its furniture, and made the stage
for a thousand.indecencies ; the closets were
ransacked, and the roam which contained the
archives of the church and of the synods of the
province for centuries, was enfered ; provi-
dentially these valuable records were not des-
troyed, but had it not been for the numecrous
military patroles that were on foot, the whole
would have been the prey of conflagration, and
the edifice itsclf a heap of ruins.

On this occasion, it is surely impossible to say,
that the prolestants weve not the objects of per-
sccution.  This was the third attack on their
places of worship, that they witnessed.  The
same temple had beencentered, and the sacristy
plundered.some weeks before, and it was much
longer since the white flag had been carried
away from the great temple, the books destroyed,
and all sorts of profanations committed in the
pulpit. Nor were the outrages which marked
this period confined to Nismes. [t may be
seen in the preceding chapters, that when the
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attempt was made to re-commence public wor-
ship, the commotion was general.  The temple
of Milhaud, rccently built by .the protestants,
was with difficylty preserved from the flames ;
those of Alais, St. Ambroix, Parignargues, &c.
&c. were in similar danger of destructign.

The following days produced nothing cal-
culated to satisfy or assurc the sufferers. Some
detachments of national guards, who arrived at
Nismes on the 18th, joined in the rallying cry of
the populace ¢ Sarre les grilleurs””  The fana-
tics openly ascribed the murdey of the general
to his own sclf-devotion, and said that ¢ it was
the will of God.”  General Briche came express
from Montpellicr. e announced the re-or-
ganization of the national guard, which, after
its refusal to act, could not with any decency
be preserved.  But his intentions were despised,
and the women vowed, that it their husbands
were disarmed, they would set fire to the- town.
The authoritics féared that the late event would
bring discredit on their gdministration, and per-
haps occasion their dismissal ; but they equally
feared to risk their credit with their satellites,
whose revelations they were anxious not to pro-
voke, and whose services they might hereatter
require. The prefect consequently issued the
following proclamation :

< People of Nismes, All Frenchmen, what-
ever religion they profess, are the subjects and
children of the king, the father of his country,

"The orders of the king are to protect all Worshtp,
14
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to sccure to all-Frenchmen, property, exisfence,
and liberty of conscicnce. We have received
his orders, sacred to all good Frenchmen. /e
have execuled them, we shall maintain them all to
our lates: brcath., A criminal, concealed in some
popular assemblage, who, perhaps, thought
themselves only tumultuous, but who are ab-
solutely rebels against the king, has endeavoured
to assassinate his brave general, to whom this
department owes so much esteem, affection, and
gratitude.

¢ The judgment of this infumous assassin can
alone save the country, and absolve the people ;
he was not arrested at the fatal moment, but
you know him, you who surrounded him at
the moment of his crime. In the name of the
department, I promise a reward of three thou-
sand francs to any person or persons of the
military department, or to any inhabitant who
shall give me information of{ his retrcat, and
bring him before me.

(Signed) Marquis I’ Arsavp Jouques.”

That the marquis had received orders from
the king 4o protect property, life, and liberty
of couscience, might be true; but how could
he have the audacity to assert that such orders
he had exccuted? Hundreds of protestants
had been murdered ; thousands had lost their
property ; for months their temples had been
closed, and when they attempted to re-open
them, the worshippers were compelled to relin-
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quish their devotions, deprived of their lives,
and the officer who cndeavoured to save them
from massacre, was shot in the pyblic street ; and
yet the prefect, was not ashamed to proclaim,
that he had exccuted the orders of she king !
His declaration, that he would maimniin them
to his last breath, will remind the reader of his
proclamation against the ,duke of Wellington,
and of the oath of the national guard on the
day of the bull-tight already fnentioned. That
guard sworc to maintain order and the laws;
but when required to protect the protestants
in their worship, they.replied, ¢ We shall not
expose ourselves for villains.””  That the prefect
would execute the royal orders, as he lad
hitherto executed them, was not doubted ; for
in the next line, he spake of ¢ One criminal,
in some popular assemblics, who believed they
were only tumultuous.”  llow kind and gene-
rous this extenuation of the guilt of pluntlcrers,
persccutors and ‘murderers! And again, « the
judgment of' this well-kiiown criminal is neces-
sary to absolve the people;” as though there
had been no such monsters as Trestaillons,
Quatretaillons, Truphémy, &c.

After this proclamation, it is not surprising
that Boissin was safe. The three thousand
francs might be safely offered for his appre-
hension, for it was pertectly understood, that he
was not to be taken either by the fanatics or
the agents of the authorities ; the protestants
dared not arrest him, and in fact he was not
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made prisoner ill the end of July, 1816, eight
months after the commission of his crime.

An extraordinary courier had been dispatched
to the duke d’Angouléme at Toulouse, and on
the 15th he arrived at the prefecture of Nismes.
His first .act was to visit the suffering general,
the victim of obedience and fidelity. From
this faithful servant he might have obtained «
knowledge of the whole truth; but the know-
ledge of truth is uot in the destiny of princes.
Every thing had been preconcerted. The phy-
sician, it appcars, prohibited conversation for
fear of irritating the patient’s wound ; the con-
fessor also gave him to understand, that on the
eve of appearing before God, he ought to exer-
cise full forgivencss, and that he who pardons
must not be an accuser. -

The life of General Lagarde was indeed in
danger, the ball had entered the breadt, fractured
the coilar-bone, and lodged i in the back of the
neck ; and it was not ull after ‘fitteen days, that
an eminent surgeon from Montpellier could
succeed in its extmction.

His Royal Highness, however, knew enough
to testify- immediately*his dissatisfaction with
the national guard, and to refuse to admit its
officers to his presence; and two days afler,
(17th,) an order of the prefect was issued for
its re-organization. In the preamble, the prefect
offered a sort of apology to his party for the
measure which he was at length obliged to

13 .
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adopt, and indirectly threw the odium on the
prince.

¢ The cxecution of thd orders of the king,”
he says, ¢ andthe pacification of the town, are
my first and most sacred dutics, and are essential
to the prosperity and existence of Nis'nes; the
present acts of my administration ought the
more readily to obtain the, confidence and obe-
dience of the inhabitants, as they are proclaimed
at the moment that the town énjoys the tutelary
presence of’ Ilis Royal Ilighness the duke
d’Angoulé¢me.” . .

The illegal and dangerous composition of the
existing national guard was completely acknow-
ledged by this decree; and by the following
articles, it appeared how long the grossest vio-
lations of the laws had been permitted.

¢ The provisions of our decree of the 9th of
this month against persons wearing uniforms,
cpaulettes, arms a,nd decorations, to which they
have no right, are rcnewcd and shall be rigo-
rously executed. .

« It is capressly prohibited to add any or-
nament, or any colour to the royal French
cockade, which ought*to be worn plain and
white, as it is worn by llis Majesty and the
Princes.” From these prohibitions, it is evident
that the murderers and plunderers had hitherto
continued to wear the dress and decorations of
the regular army, and to mix green with white
in their cockades and scarfs.

The enemies of the protestants had expected
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that His Royal Ilighness, at the expence of his
reputation, would give his unqualified sanction
to their intolerance; a' before his departure, they
had expected the liberation of the agents of
their cruclty, and they were therefore not a
little en. ~ged that his presence should reproach
their favourite national guard, -and authorize
an apparent change in the conduct of the magi-
strates. Their humiliation was however neither
deep nor lasting. The Journal of the Gard
contains the account of the 1eception of the
officers of the gnard on the day after the pub-
lication of the deciee. <« Last Saturday, (18th),
after the organization of the national gumd,
the officers were presented to His Royal Hieh-
ness, and graciously received.  Among other
flattering things, H.R.JT. said he was happy to
see them ; that he hnew all the love and de-
votion of the inhabitants to s famnly; and con-
cluded by saying, maintain always the royal
authority.” ’

It is difficult to comprehend how an oigan-
ization could have been effected in twenty-fous
hours, which could efface all that had past in
three months ; but mystery was the order of the
day, and on Sunday the 19th, one day after the
decree of re-organization, and one wech afier
the attack on the protestant temple, General
Briche published the following address.

« Brave national guards, the Prince is recon-
ciled to ypui; because he could not think that
you were changed. It was not difficult for me
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and the prefect, to persuade ILR.IL. that some
concealed agitators had hired cvil-disposed per-
sons to cxcite them to the exgesses they have
committed the, three past months.  You have
a good major ; in the absence of yous colonel,
the re-organization will be continued. #Guided
by him, you will for the future repulse from
your bosom, persons who,can only invob}\e,you
in dishonour.  Your prosperity will revive with
your tranquillity and your obcdience to the lawg
and the orders of His Majesty, Vivele Roi I”

The protestants remained patient spectators
of the measures adopted by the governments,
confiding in the honour of the Prince, they made
no appeal to his passions, but yielding to the
menaces of the people, the consistory, abstained
even from a personal interview.

On the 17th, His Royal Highness sent for
the President and an clder, and assured them
that he had returned to execute the wishes of
the king, relative to the opening of the temples.
The members of the coiisistory replicd,

1st. 'That the camses which had hitherto
operated, still existed in all their force, and that,
the performance of divine worship, se ardently
desired, would be attended with the greatest
dangecr. )

2d. That if his presence, which had not pre-
vented the ill-treatment of' their brethren, were
to cause a momentary submission to the laws,
greater calamities would assail- them after his
departure, '
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3d. 'That as directors of the church, it was
not their duty to precipitate their brethren into
danger by prentaturtly appealing, the second
time, to their picty and courage,

4. 'That if prudence condemmned them, for
some tiine longer, to the privation of public
worship, they would submit with resignation,
from a desire to contribute by cvery possible
means {o the re-establishment of gencral tran-
quillity.

This prudence, on the part of the persecuted,
frustrated the most atrocious projects. The
people openly demanded the restitution of the
temples, which before the revolution had been
occupied by the catholics. 'This restitution, it
will soon.be scen had been promised, and had
the protestants entercd the church, they would
have been attacked as appropriating property to
which they had no right. The persecutors
were not indeed satisfied with a moderation
which gave a darker shade to their late excesses,
and which deprived them of the pretext for
future aggressions. The attempt on the life of
the military commandant was a fatal blunder ;
this fact ¢ould not be concealed as the slaughter
of the protestants had becen, and it became ne-
cessary, that not only Irance, but Europe, should
read the following ordonnance : —

« Louis, by the grace of God, king of France
and Navarre, &c.

« An atrocious crime has stained our city
of Nismes: in contempt of the constitutional
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charter, which recogniscs the oatholic religion,
as the religion of the stale, but secures to every
other protection and lib¢kty, sseditious  assem-
blages have daged to oppose the opening of the
protestant temple.  Our military commnandant,
in endeavouring to disperse them by pcfsuasion,
before recurring to force, has been assassinated,
and his assassin has souglit an asylum from the
pursuit of justice. If such a crime were to re-
main unpunished, all public order and govern-
ment would be at an end, and our ministers
would be guilty of not putting the laws in
execution, .

On these grounds, we have ordaihed and do
ordain as follows : —

Art. I Our procureur-général, and our pro-
cureur ordinaire, shall iisstitute proceedings with-
out delay against the assassination committed
on General Lagarde, and against the authors,
abettors, and accomplices, of the tumult which
took place on the 12th of this month.

Art. 11, A sufficient’ number of troops shall
be sent to Nismes, there to rcmain at the ex-
pence of the inlml)itax.lts, $ill the assassin and
his accomplices shall hive beeu delivered up to
the tribunals. .

Art. TLI.  Those inhabitants who are not en-
titled to form part of the national guard, shall be
disarmed.

Given at Paris, in the Chatecau of the Tuil-
lerics, November 21st, of the yecar 1815, and
of our reign the twentieth.

(Signed) Louis.



196  PARTIALIDY OP ‘THI MAGISTEATLS.

This ordonnence was by no means what the
circumstances required = it threw a veil over the
crimes of three, months, and subjected the suf-
fering protestants to new oppressions, from the
presencerand maintenance of more troops; but
its effe¢e on the fanaties of Nismes may be in-
ferred from that which it produeed on their de-
putics. These four gentlemen pretended that
the king had been misled by his ministers,
threatened to denounce them in the chamber of
deputies, and published, in the Quotidienne, the

following letter »

‘ « To the Edilor.
“ Sir,

« Very inaccurate accounts of the events of
the 12th at Nismes have been inserted in several
journals 3 rumours still more false are in circu-
lation here and in other countries. They are
calculated to throw on the mass of the popu-
lation of a town most devoted to the king, the
blame of a serious favlt, committed by « fow
women of the lower orders*, and which all the
inhabitants, without exception, far from parti-
cipating,* loudly condemn. It is our duty to
justify our- fellow-citizens from a calumny so
unmerited, by the impartial recital of these un-
happy cvents, and the simple exposition of their

*.A few women rendered it necessary for the military
commandant to call out the troops, and expose his own
life!!! General Lagarde estimated the persons assembled

at sz.c thousand.
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causes. We entreat you,” &c. &&. — After giv-
g a false account of what occurred at Cal-
visson, they state, ¢ On the following Sunday,

(12th) mutual provocations passed between wo-
men of the lower orders of the reforthed re-
ligion, who were going to their temple, many of
them carrying branches of laurel, and catholic
womnen of the same class. «The catholics were
also proceeding to the temple, which is an
ancient catholic church* : they were joined by
other women and children. The congregation
was insulted, and the worshlp interrupted.
Count Lagarde instantly ordered out troops to
put a stop to this disorder: he procecded him-
self to the scene, without delay; and he com-
manded the first groupes he met to disperse.
One man alone was in thé midst ot a crowd of
women. e refused to obey the general, who, to
compel him, struck hum with tho flat side of his
sabre 3 and instantly this wretch discharged his
pistol, and desperately wounded the general.
The assassin escaped, because there was no per-
son on the spot capable of arresting him.  The
women remained motionless with astonishment
and fear.  ‘The shot which struck the virtuous
and distinguished general spread grief*and con-

* The mention of the old catholic church, proves that
these deputies were aware that unconstitutional projects of
reclaiming the temples had been held out to the populace ;
projects subversive of the charter, and calculated to raise in-
numerable enemies against the Bourbons.

K K
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sternation thrdugh the city @ the passions were
instantly appeased, and the disorder ceased. *
¢« One man one thas committed this crime ;
the whole city curses him.1. dle has neither
found protection nor support : he will always be
repulsed with indignation by a peo ple, who, for
twenty-five years, have been faithful to their God
and their king, -
¢ The deputies of the Gard.
¢« Count Réndé¢ de Bernis
« Count Charles de Vogue.
“ Baron Jules de Calvieres.
«« M. Trinquelague.’

From tlis letter, a complete tissue of ab-
surdity and falschood, it appears probable that
the reports respecting e deputies of the Gard
were not without foundation, and that they were
not unacquainted with the manceuvres by which
the truth was concealed, the victims of perse-
cution were calummiated, their eries stifled, and
crimes, the most clearly substantiated, left un.
noticed by any tribunal.  Who ought to have
eulightened opinion, and have made the govern-
ment acquainted witlethe cause and the extent
of these evils 27— "The deputies. Who ought to

¥ The passions, so far from bemy appeased, were excited
to such a degree, that in the evening the populace returned
to the attack, broke open the temple with axes, and de-
stm) ed all they could find.

t A whole city curses a criminal; and yet he escapes,
and for months is secure and unpunished !



DLPTIES OF TAL G\RD. 409

have solicited and promoted the punishment of
the guilty?—The deputies. | Who ought to have
been the first and the most fictive-in cndeavoux-
mg to restore to peaceable citizens the en-
Joyment of those sacred and religious nwhts, of
which they had been d(.])u\ed by the” most
cruel persccutioh ?—The deputics.  The de-
puties did not thus discharge their duty; the
massacre of the protestants had secured their
eiection; and they were not ungrateful to their
constituents.  Protected by such apologists in
the senate, where alone their efines could be
fully exposed, it was not’likely that the perse-
cutors should be restrained, or the evils of their
conduct repaired.  The national guard was re-
duced, but its vicious elements still existed ;
the dissolved companies® retained their arms,
and were dismissed with a general certificate,
¢ that their excess of zeal for the royal cause
had produced some disorders, from which the
enemies of legitimacy had suffered.”  ‘Fhe regi-
ment of Marie Therése arrived from Toulouse
on the Q6th, and the Duhke d’Angouléme left
Nismes the following day. The troops of' the
line were highly indignait at the miséry and
desolation in which they found the totvn; and
to their presence, more than to any moral con-
sideration, the protestants were indebted for any
partial alleviation of’ the calamities they lmd
been so long accustomed to endure.

Lvery artitice, and every pretext that could
be applied to the injury of' the protestants, was

KX 9
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eagerly adopted.  The royal ordonnance pro-
duced no bencticial results; but where no real
occasion existed, the greatost vigour was cm-
ployed. While the greatest case was taken that
there sliould not remain, even in concealment,
a single picture, seal, or button, bearing the re-
semblance or the insignia of the tallen emperor,
bands of* devastators openly infested the coun-
try, and committed all sorts of outrages, with
confidence of impunity. On the 80th of Novem -
ber the prefect issued his letter of instructiong
to the magistiates : ¢ Your cares,” said he,
“must not be limited to the destruction of
busts, portraits, inscriptions, &c.; but if’ you
learn that there exist coats of arms, stamps, o
scals in private houses, after using persuasion,
employ your authority for their destruction.””
The object might be both proper and dignified -
but those who have traced the spirit of the de-
partmental administration can be at no loss
to calculate on the eftect of such a ecimun.
cation. It presumed: that there was a party
eager toadopt the ensigns of revolt 5 it implied
that the late events had not been procuced
by veligious hatred;” and it justified all the
past and future excesses of the populace.  The
agents of government, selected among persons
the most servile, and the most bitter against the
protestants, availed themsclves of this circum-
stance, as well as every other occasion con.
vertible to the same purpose.

Under the imperial régime, the first Sunday in
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December had been always confecrated to the
glory of the French armies, and the coronation
of Napolcon. Before thesarrival of that day,
the enemies of ethe protestants spread reports
that it would be observed by fétes and rdjoicings
in all the protestant communes. The day passed,
as every other, In misery and gloom; and, tor-
mented as the protestants were, it would have
been strange, indeed, had it been otherwisc.
Into several of the mixed communes the ca-
tholics sent emissaries, for the special purpose
of giving the appearance of afitation to the
pretended Bonapartists, * and  criminating  the
protestants.  In the village of Uchaux they suc-
cceded in producing a qmuel and, as the con-
sequence, thirty horse chasseurs, about fifty in-
fantry, and some gcn(hfrnws', were sent {from
Nismes, and lodged and maintained at the ex-
pence of the protestant inhabitants, At the
same period royal, troops were sent into all the
communes of La Vaunage, under pretence of
disaffection and revolty but with the sole view
of exciting opposition tp the existing govern-
ment, among a pe: lceablc and submia.swc popu-
lation. *

On the Gth of December a detachment of
armed men attacked the farm of’ M. Peyron, of
Broussan, whose life had already been en-
dangered, and whose fortune had been seriously
diminished.  His three sons watched over the
place of his concealment. The assailants de-
manded the delivery of the parent, or the blood

KK 3
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ot his childrén. Unmoved by the threats of
murderers, and attentive only to the dictates ol
filial duty and dffection, the three sons rvetused
to surrender to torture and death their aged and
respectable father.  "Uhey were overwhelmed
by numbers ; one of them, stabbed with a bayo-
net, was left as dead; and the house and the
tarm were entirely ransacked and plundered.

The tarms of M. Pestruu, of the willage of
Caissargue, was robbed of between seven and
cight thousand francs. Three brothers, of a
very advancedage, occupying a country house,
of which they were joint proprietors, were at-
tached by armed brigands, who, atter robbing
and ill-treating them, scized thenu as prisoners,
and carried them betore the procuscir du ro:
at Nismes, on pretence of” then having nttered
seditious cries. That magistrate numediately
declared their innocence, and expressed his in-
dignation against their base and malicions ac-
cusers 3 but, unwilling to abandon their prey,
they dragged them betore the prefect, who or-
dered them to be conducted to prison, “asa
measure of safetys”  The order was executed
with triumphant shouws of” « ['ree le Roe 17

The circumstances of” the times hastened the
death of M. Ricourt, one ot the pastors ot’ the
church of Uzes.  Obliged to tlee, tirst his house
in the town, and afterwards that in the country,
plundered of his property, driven from his
church, his flock scattered and impoverished, he
sunk under the distress he was obliged to wit-
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ness or endure, and added anoth® to the victims
ol a remorseless and insatiable persecution.

The prisons of Uzes and & Nismes were
crowded with e prisoners.  Of upwards of a
thousand persons arrested, without any® warrant
or.order, several hundreds remained in the pri-
~ois ot Nismese*  Every day the fanatics sent
emissaries to the dungeoas, to cndeavour to
obtain, by promise~ or threats, abjurations of
faith, and comersions to the apostolic, catholic,
and Roman religion.  "The families of the im-
prisoned protestants were incessantly insulted
and tormented with similar importunities.  The
pastors were crither absent, or unable fo strength-
en the sutteiers by ther counseland their prayers;
the publie ordinances of their religion had been
fong demed 5 Bternal Visits were diflicult, and
often mipossible 3 charitable relief could not be
adiuanistered ; and intortunate individuals, who
had nather work nov bread, were urgell and
mted to embrace a veligion, rendered hateful
by their own persecution, and the imprisonment
wmd murder of thewr dearest relatives.  That,

# - In the month of September, I <aw in the prison of the
palais, or in the atadel, more than s hundrgd protestants,
all detained without a warrant, or the order of any public
authorty whatever.  Scveral hundreds remained for months.
They remained six months without being able to procure a4
trial, liberation, or even the regular registration of their nn.
prlsonmcnt. L4

* Du Gowvernement Occulte, par M. Madier
de Montjau. Couseiller a la Cour Royale de
Nismoes, et Juge.”

Kk |
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in such circumstances, some should profess a
change they felt not, is scarcely surprising,
when it is remembered what multitudes, under
the dragonades of Louis XIV., were reccived
into thebosom of the catholic church as sound
converts, who were afterwards condemned and
murdered as heretics relapseds But, to the
honour of the perseruted, and to the glory of
God, who strengthens the infirmity of his crea-
tures in the hour of trial, the protestants had
hitherto generally preferred insult, outrage,
spoliation, imprisonment, and death, to all the
allurements connected with the adoption, even
feigned, of" a religion which their consciences
disavowed.

The following letter, addressed to M. Juil-
lerat Chasscur, one of" the pastors of Nismes,
under a false impression of the intention of
government to indemnify the sufferers, will de-
scribe the excessive misery to which multitudes
were reduced: —

« M. le Pasteur,

¢ Informed that .you. wish to be acquainted
with the calamities expvrienced by the members
of your communion, my unhappy condition com-
pels me to apprize you, that the spoliations 1
have endured have not been confined to the en-
tirc destruction of’ my shop and all it contained,
buthave extended to the plunder of all the fur-
niture and property in my apartments in the
Ancien Petit Cours, opposite the Café de Sully.
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A husband and the father of a €amily, obliged
also to support my father and mother, arrested
by 'Lrestaillons, thrown igto tlee, prisons of the
palace, where L have languished more than, five
months, and unable to exercisc my culling as
hair-dresser, my family, since my detention, has
been reduced to the utmost misery and want.
If you can include me in thelist of those persons
to whom the government will allow assistance or
indemnity for their losses, [ shall be exceedingly
grateful, and have the honour to remain,
“ Your most humble and obedient servant,

* ¢« IFrancors CamBon.”
[

Placed between the pressure of’ power and of
poverty, exposed, himself to the vengeance of
the tribunals, and his family to the miseries of
starvation, the writer of this letter sacrificed
principle to interest, and, as the means of escap-
ing the galleys, entered the pale of the cdtholic
church. )

The system of forced gonversions was making,
at this period, regular and fearful progress.  The
publicity given to the fact by the journals, justi-
fies all that has Dbeen said in these pages of the
character of the pcrsccution, and destroys all
doubt of the object of the persecutors. The
Paris Journal des Dcbats published the follow-
ing article from the Journal Officiel du Gard :—

¢« An interesting ceremony took place onthe
Q6Gth ult. in the church of St. Paul, at Nismes.
Two protestant familics, forming togcther about
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twenty personssade public abjuration between
the hands of the curé of the parish, and returned
to the bosom,of the Romish church. Some
families had already given an example of this in
the parish of Baudille ; and others, it is said,
are preparing to follow.”  Paris journals of a
later datc continued to annouirce ¢ many pro-
testant families of tha South embrace the catholic
religion.”  An article, which appeared at the end
of October, in the Journal Officiel du Gard,
eapressed in the very terms of the reign of
Louis XIV,, ard announcing a circumstance
bearing no relation whatever to the interests of
the department, displayed most evidently the
fanatical and persccuting spirit of the admi-
nistration : —

« An English lady, of the pretended reformed
religion, young and handsome, wife of M. Au-
range, captain of the 2d foreign regiment, made
public abjuration of heresy, Sept. 27th, in the
parish of Notre Dame de Verdun. She after-
wards received, according to the Roman catholic
rites, the sacraments of penitence and of the
cucharist.”

IFurther evidence and information on this sub-
ject has been furnished by M. Juillerat Chasscur,
in a letter inserted in the Bibliothéque Flis-
torique, in April 1818. M. Juillerat is now one
of the pastors of the reformed church of Paris,
but was pastor of the church at Nismes in 1815,
and, except Mr. O’Desmond, who is ecighty
years of age, was the only pastor who remained
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at his post during the scenes described in this
work.
¢ I have seen,” says he, ¢ in'the Spectateur, a
piece entitled § Démenti,” given to the editors of
the Bibliothéque Historique, relative to the affairs
of Nismes, by M. the prefect of the Gard. Though
I was not absent from Nismes a single moment
during our calamities in 1815, and did not quit
that town till July 1816, after having insen-
sibly collected some of the scattered wrecks of
my afflicted church, so that, either by my own
observation, or by the testimony of eye-wit-
nesses, I was informed of almost every thing
that occurred ; I shall not enter on ¢he detail of
events, of which some have been mentioned in
the Bibliothéque Iistorique ; but I consider it a
duty to declare, that what is there related, so far
tfrom being exaggerated, is {ar below the truth.
My surprise was of course great, and my af-
fliction extreme, on rcading in the Démenti of
the prefect of the Gard the following words:—
« The Bibliothéque contains calumnies as odious
as extravagant.  For cxample, it says, under
the date of December last, ¢ All the principal
Samilies have fled, and the monber of fugitives daily
increases : the consistory is only composed of twco
pastors and two elders. 1 have seen the profesit-
ants more than once conducted in a troop, and by
rwenlies, to mass, where they are baptized, as
if they were Pagans or Jews.” .
1 cannot verify the quotation, but it is clear
that, by the month of December last is not in.
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tended December 1817 ; and it appears to me
impossible, that any man of sense and good
taith can so mistuke the meaning of the passage.
The Bibliothéque, to the best of wy recollection,
contains*only the letters of different persons,
written in 1815. * Now, I declare that, at that
period, the consistory was never composed of
more than (wo pastors and fwo elders. One of
these clders, M. Roux Amphoux, is since dead,
in consequence of the horrible scenes which
passed under his own cyes; the other is still
at Nismes. The fwo pastors were M. Olivier
Desmont, president, whose son was an officer in
the royal volunteers, and mysclf. The other
elders, to the number of fen, and the other
pastors, amounting to three, were either obliged
to flee, or prevented by terror from meeting us
at the house of our president. Our temples
having been shut from the 16th of July, we were
torced to add to our number some nolables, who
had the courage to comply with our request, in
order to deliberate on. plans of addresses and
complaints relative to our sufferings, which we
dared not, however, execute. The wisest and
the boldest men were then overwhelmed with
distress and apprehension.

As for the account of the protestants re-bap-
tised by the priests, it is equally correct. I have
been often assured that the number amounted

& The article in question was taken from the Report of
the Reverend C. Perrot.
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to fifty or sixty. The Journal du Gard has
sometimes boasted of these pretended con-
versions, which can only beeascribed to the
combined influgnce of misery and terror. In
times of true religious tranquillity, it is difficult
to find an example of any such conversion.
These Dbaptisms were celebrated with great
solemnity in the churches of the Recollets, and
of St. Charles, and if I do not mistake, also in
the church of the Capuchins. Volumes might
be written on the dreadful scenes of which the
Gard has been the theatre of Jate years. The
picce attributed to the prefect has, 1 repeat,
excited my astonishment and griefys as it may
give an appearance of authenticity to the ca-
lumnies which have too long pursued the per-
secuted and the dead, »and render dubious the
pertidy and atrocity of oppressors and murderers.
To conclude; this magistrate, to whom the
protestants are indebted for the amclioration of
their lot and the restoration of tranquillity,
at the head of another department very distant
from Gard at the period of these events, may
have been deccived by persons interested in
denying or distorting facts.  Charity.demands
mercy and pardon even for the mest wicked,
but not at the expence of truth and innocence.
Juirrerar Cuasseur.”

The murder, proscription, and conversion of
the protestants of Nismes; the prohibition of
their worship, and the banishment of their
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pastors was at length followed by a formal and
and authoritative ejectment from both their
temples. It hgys been alrcady intimated, that
such a plan was in contemplation, and that, to
justify the crimes of the populace, on the 12th
of November, the deputies and the departmental
authoritics had stated that the - troubles were
occasioned by the possession of’ churches for the
religious assemblies of protestants formerly con-
secrated to catholic worship, and that the res-
toration of these cdifices to their antient use
would be the mesns of establishing tranquillity.
The time was now arrived for the accomplish-
ment of the project.

A notice of which the following is a literal
copy was affiché in lemes on the 19th of
December.

¢« The laws of the realm and the will of the
king secure the free excrcise of the protestant
worship : I tell you this; I, your magistrate,
your mayor, who have surely some claims on
your confidence. The .protestant temples will
be opened on Thursday next, the 21st, and
that day will prove to the king, to Irance,
and to Ewrope, which accuses us, that the blind
infatuation . of a few women and children, is not
the crime of the city of Nismes, which has been
so often distinguished, and cven recently, by
its tidelity and devotion to the king.

Women ! blinded by your zcal, and perhaps
excited by your enemics, you will not once more
ruin your city, and rejoice by your infatuation

19
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the enemies of the royal causes I am certain
vou will not, and it is therefore with pleasurc
[ inform you, that confbrc:nces':;re opened and
nearly terminated with the protestant consis-
tory, the object of which is to restoresby com-
mon consent, to the worship of the state, the
churches which have been conceded to the
protestant worship. Two ;temples will be con-
structed, and that very shortly, to supply the
place of those so given back, and during this
very short delay, the protestants will enjoy
unmolested the places whicle they concede.
The people of Nismes require only to know the
will of the king, and to hecar the vdice of the
royal authorities, to do their duty.

The Marquis pi: VarLoxeues, Mayor.”

Contemptible and wicked as was this pro-
clamation, it contained two impommt conces-
sions : the first, that the foreign interfereice, so
much dcplecntul had sounded a salutary warn-
ing in the minds and the consciences of the
authoutnes and the second, that by some means
or other, qum(,s had been the theatre of crimes
and desolation. DBut to tell France and Europe
that @ féw women and children had ruined Nismes,
plundered hundreds of houses, massacred hun-
dreds of citizens, dragged above a thousand
innocent individuals to prison, driven thousands
more into exile, and carried misery and death
through a whole department, was to insult pub-
lic opinion, and to act as though there were
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neither virtue ror common sensc in the world.
What! Boissin was a child! Trestaillons and
Truphémy, and: belvan, and hundreds more,
werce women, hlmdcd and infatuated! And then
to issuc un address to these women, ¢ exciled by
their enemies,’ to request them, not to ¢ ruin the
town,’ and to promise them in aeturn the ex-
pulsion of the protestants from their temples !
Under such a magistracy, no crimes, no atro-
citics can surprise ; the foulest actions must have
been the ordinary operations of society.

The conferenees which the mayor announced
with so much éelat, were only mcetings held
under the ‘mandate of a prefect, to whom the
protestants rendered a forced obedience.  Their
snbmission was an irrefragable proof of the op-
pression to which they were devoted.  The two
pastors and an clder of the consistory were in-
vited to the prefecture. M. &’ Arbaud Jonques,
the prefect, M. Vallonques, the mayor, and
M. Surville, colonel of the celebrated national
guard, waited their artival, and after assuring
them that the catholic people saw, with the
g1 catest uncasiness, the ancient catholic churches
in the pessession of the protestants, they pro-
posed to them to relinquish them to the catho-
lics, on the understanding that two should be
built for them, either at the expence of the
government or the city.

To comprehend the iniquity of this propo-
sition, it is necessary to know something of the
history of the churches in guestion. At the



THEIR TIMPLES. 518

period of the revocation of the gdict of Nantes,
the protestants possessed a temple under the
guarantee of the laws. On the 23d of Septem-~
ber, 1685, service was performed in it for the
last time; it was then closed by thesMarquis
Montanégre, and the next day the dragoons
opcned their mission, The temple was pot
demolished, but was appropriated to the use
of the sisters of the ¢ Doctrine Chrétienve,’ and-
after the revolution it became the property of
the commune. The inscription, on black marble,
¢ This is the house of God ; this is the gate of
heaven,’ placed over the,door by the protestants,
remained visible at the commencement of the
revolution. After the loss of their temple, and
its appropriation by the catholics in 1685, till
1798, the protestants were without any temple,
and when allowed to meet for worship, they
assembled in the rocks, au desert, which' have
been already described. It was not till. some
time after the s@ppression of monasteries, and
the conversion of the estates of the church into
national property, that one of t:heu; present
temples, called the Gredt Convent, and former)y
belonging to the Ursulige nuns, was Rurchased
by a private individual, M. Vmcent and ton-
secrated to the use of the protestants. One
place of worship being incapable ‘of accom-
modating the number of worsluppers. and being
disproportionate to the state of the populat;on

a second was given them by the government in
1808. 'This second temple was at that txme

LL .
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national prop'érty, and had been, before the
revolution, the church of the convent of the
Dominicans.

Thug it is evident, that front ncither of these
temples had the protestants ejected the catholics ;
that both were slowly, legally, and honourably
acquired; that one had been in the rightful
occupation of a réspectable individual during
two and twenty years ; that the other, neither
equal in size nor value to that they had lost by
the treacherous revocation of the edict of Nantes,
had been appropriated to the protestant worship
by the same imperial government which restored,
beautified, and reconstructed a vast number of
catholic churches in all parts of France; that
for many years both had been quietly possessed
without the slightest ‘jealousy or dissatisfaction
on the part of the catholics; that the same
peaceable possession was guaranteed by the
laws which rendered secure all national pro-
perty, and by the express provisions of the
charter given by Louis XVIIL. and which he
was solemnly sworn fo maintain. It is further
to be observed, that the great majority of the
existing protestant temples had been formerly
convenfual churches, alienated, abandoned, and
dilapidated, amidst the storms of the revolution ;
and that throughout France there are now
thousands of these churches left in ruins or
desecrated by the occupation and use of the
catholics themselves. In Paris all the protest-
ant places of worship were once of this descrip-
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tion ; there the gorgeous donte of the Val de
Grace, under which were buried the hearts of the
kings of I'rance, may be seen ‘covering a depot
of government amilitary stores, and the Sorbonne
itself may be viewed in ruins. .

In Nismes, the fish-market is held in the
church of the- Penitents; the church of Ursu-
lines is a waggon-office, and the church of Sainte
Marie a wine-store.

The proposition of the chief authorities of the
Gard was, therefore, of the utmost importance,
and pregnant with the greatestsevils. It wasan
attack on the charter ; an attempt to shake the
moral tenure by which the' protestants held
their sanctuaries, and to subvert the legal sys-
tem by which that tenure was established. The
example was to be given in Nismes, the metro-
polis of protestantism ; and the precedent, once
established, it might be applied as oppmtumty
and power should permit,

The members of the consistory of Nismes
listened to the overture of the prefect with
profound attention ; and percelved at once all
the difficulty of the situation in which they were
placed. An absolute refusal to concede their
temples would "throw on the protestants the
odium of a hostile and unconciliatory spirit, and
serve as a pretext for the murder of their de-
fenceless brethren. By their consent they
would sacrifice justice and liberty, surrender the
post which protetted all the churches of France,
and facilitate the march of an enemy, whose

LL <
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hatred was only bounded by his power. They
endeavoured to steer a middle course, and
avoid, if possible, the greater dangers on either
side; and they replied, * that'they had always
“ been submissive to the laws, and that the king
¢ and the magistrates would always find them
“ obedicnt to the government ; that they would
« meet the wishes Of the authorities, provided
« thosc wishes were expressed in writing ; but
¢ that they could not take the initiative in a
« negociation for the surrender of their temples,
¢ expose themselves to the censure of the great
“ majority of the protestant churches, which,
< like that of Nismes, were in possession of edi-
« fices formerly consecrated to catholic worship,
¢ nor even appear to consider illegal or improper
“ that occupation which they had enjoyed dur-
“ ing twenty years.” The prefect, afraid to
push to any greater length his unjust inter-
ference, engaged to draw up a proces verbal, ex-
planatory of the result of the interview ; and
the consistory, after their distinct and dignified
avowal of constraint, madc a concession, dictated
by terror and force. * The places suitable for
the erection of the promised temples were sub-
sequently discussed. The site of the protestant
temple, which had existed before the revocation
of the edict of Nantes, was not approved by the

-

-

* ¢« We consented,” said one of the consistory to me,
¢ as the traveller consents to be robbed on the highway —
“ with the knife at our throats.”
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authorities, lest it should prove, the ground of
new disputes, and present bitter recollections.
The ancient catholic cemetiére ,was considered
equally objectionable : the feet of heretics must
not press the ashes of the faithful. In fact,
there was no serious intention on the part of the
persecutors to fulfil their promise. If their
power should be established, they would be able
to treat the protestants af discretion ; and, if
justice and liberty should re-assume their em-
pire, the negotiation would be a dead letter.
At the same time the immediate object was se-
cured ; the royal ordonnance for the resumption
of the reformed worship might be , ostensibly
obeyed, but tranquillity would, in rcahty, be
purchased by concession; the past conduct of
the persecutors would be justified by the apparent
reasonableness of their demands; the protest-
ants would worship by sufferance, and live under
the indignity of having submitted to the will of
the catholics. Such a compromise ought to
have been peremptorily farbidden by the govern-
ment of the king. Of tHis public attack on the
sanctity of the constitufional charter, it could
not have been ignorant ; but it ncither censured
the departmental authontles, enjoined the ful-
filment of the conditions, of the cdonvention,
nor revoked the shameful instrument. .On the
contrary, after some weeks, the following letter
from the Duke d’Angouléme was pubhshed by
the prefect of the Gard: —
LL3
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« M. le Préfet,

¢« Understanding that the catholics of Nismes
desire to have their churches, now occupied by
the protestants, but that their intentions cannot
be fulfilled without entering into an arrangement
for the purchase of these churches, which
would enable the pretestants to build one; I
promise, in case this arrangement should be
made, to contribute the sum of fifteen thousand
francs towards the purchase of the churches for
the catholics. If, therefore, the protestants and
catholics decide on this, I desire you to inform
me, that I" may remit the sum that I have
promised.

« I hope that the individuals of your pre-
fecture will see, in thi$ proposal on my part,
how much I wish, as far as depends on me, to
do all that may contribute to maintain among
them tnat perfect harmony which ought to exist
among all the subjects of the king. Receive,
M. le Préfet, the assurance of my esteem.

“ Yours, affectionately,
. « Louis ANTOINE.”

It is to be regretted that a member of the
Royal Family should have sanctioned so danger-
ous a'mé’asure, and, however pure his intentions
might have been, that his name should have
beex associated with a proposition which ought
never to have been made., The catholics had
no right to desire the temples of the protestants ;
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they were forbidden fruit, and to covet them
was to sin. They were fruit, too, which they
could not cnjoy. Had the catholics needed
churches for a sacred use, the government could
easily have accorded them, or his Royal High-
ness might have given them fifteen thousand
francs towards the erection of.a new edifice ;
but they had churches in abundance, and they
only desired to deprive tht protestants of tem-
ples for which they had no use themselves.

At length, after a lapse of five months, public
worship was celebrated in the two temples, with-
out any serious disturbance, though not with
that entirc “tranquillity and security which
the public journals affirmed. The mayor gave
express orders that the bells should be rung;
the national guard acted on the occasion with
a vigour altogether unusual; the troops of the
line, recently reinforced, considered their honour
interested in the issue of the day ; and even the
leaders of the people felt that it was necessary
to restrain their violence,

The worshippers, who timidly and modestly
proceeded to the sanctuary, to adore the God of
their fathers, and to pray for their persecutors
and murderers, thought themselves happy in
receiving only insults, threats, and éxpressions
of hatred. The Journal Qfficiel du Gard, of
the 28d December, explains the cause of this
amelioration of their affairs : — ¢« The know-
ledge of the negotiations which have taken pfhce,
under the direction of the prefect, for the re.

L L4
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storation of the'two churches, which, for some
years, have bcen appropriated to the protestant
worship, to the performance of the religion of the
state, powerfully contributed to calm the spirit
of the multitude,”

On Sunday, the 24th, and on Christmas-day,
in Nismes, and several other communes, the pro-
testants worshipped without molestation ; but in
some places they were seriously alarmed, and
shamefully interrupted. The events which oc-
curred at Sommieres have been related. There
the officers who protected the protestants were
fired at by the populace ; and a respectable mem-
ber of the vonsistory, eighty years of age, was
dragged to Nismes, on the charge of having
cried ¢ Vive I Empereur I’ 'The armed bands
still infested many of the villages; and on the
22d a detachment of about fifty men attacked
the house of M. Mourier, at St. Blancard.
M. Muourier is wealthy; he had just returned
from exile, where he had liberally assisted and
relieved many of his’, fellow-fugitives.  The
catholics intended to murder him ; but he was
so fortunate as to escape Three horses, and
various other articles, avere -carried off by the
banditti, to console themselves for their disap-

pointment. )
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. CHAP. XI.

ZXERTIONS IN ENGLAND IN BEHALF OF THE PROTESTANTS.
— LETTERS OF THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON AND M. VAU-
DLANC. — MISSION OF THE REV. C. PERROT.— SUBPEN-
SION OF MASSACRES, — TRESTAILLONS AND OTHERS PRO-
TECTED. — MOTION OF M. TRINQUELAGUE IN THEIR
FAVOUR. — REVOCATION OF THE ORDONNANCE OF NOV..
21sT, 1815. — PROCLAMATION AN CONDUCT OF THE
PREFECT. — SPEECH OF SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY. — RE-
MOVAL OF M.CAVALIER, PROCUREUR GENERAL. — PRO-
TESTANTS PROSECUTED BY THE TRIBUNALS. — INIQUITOUS
VERDICTS. — ACCOUNT OF THE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS
BY M. MADIER DE MONTJAU.-— TRUPHEMY A WITNESS. —
THE COUNSEL FOR THE PROTESTANTS ATTACKED IN COUR1.
— FRESH OUTRAGES — DEVASTATIONS — CONVERSIONS.
— ARRIVAL OF TWO DEPUTIES, — SENTENCE AND EXE-
CUTION OF PENARIER. — CONDEMNATION AND EXECUTION
OF THREE PROTESTANTS AT NISMES, AND TWO AT ARP.AIL-
LARGULS. — MANY OTHERS CONDEMNED. — TRESTAILLONS
LIBERATED — ENTERS NISMBS IN TRIUMPH.— QUATRE-
TAILLONS. =~ TRUPHEMY. -—.TRIAL OF BOISSIN, THE AS-
SASSIN OF GENERAL LAGARDE. — HIS ACQUITTAL., —
LETTERS OI' M. BERNARD, AND ,M. MADIER. — M. D AR-
BAUD JOUQUES, PREFECT, BISMISSED. — STATE OF THE
PROTESTANTS. — THE FORCED LOAN.— THE HOSPITALS.
— ATTEMPT AT INSURRECTION N FAVOUR OF THE LATE
PREFECT. — M. DARGOUT APPOINTED PREFECT.— NEW
EPOCH.— DISSOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD, AND
ELECTIONS IN 1818.— ATTACKS RENEWED ON THE PRO-
TESTANTS IN MARCH 1819. — THE PROTESTANTS ARM.
~— DANGER OF CIVIL WAR.— SPEECH OF THE KEEPER
OF THE SEALS.— M. CAVALIER APPOINTED MAYOR.—
ACQUITTAL AT ALAIS.== TRIALS OF [IRUPHEMY AND
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SE’RVANT-—EFEECT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF THE
DUKE OF BERRY. — PETITION OF M. MADIER DL MONT-
JAU.— SPEECH OF M. ST, AULAIRE. — PETITION OF WI-
DOWS AND ORPH‘ANS. - QUATRETAILLONS, - PERSE-
CUTION OF M. MADIER, — THE ENENIES OF THE PRO-
TESTANTE{ RE-ENTER THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES.

It was at this period, that the ¢ forcign interfe-
rence’ so loudly condemncd by those friends of
the altar and the throne, who for twenty -five
years had been soliciting every court in Ilurope
to enter France with fire and sword, began to
have a decided jnfluence on the aftairs of the
protestants. Dreadful as had been their cala-
mities, neither the pastors nor the consistories
of the Soyth, had permitted themselves to apply
for protection to the protestant countries of the
continent, or especially fo their ancient fricnds
and brethren of the British Isles, For months
they had endured spoliations and cruelties
worthy of the times of Charles IX. and Louis
XIV., before they received any intimation of
the design which was. formed in England to
assist the churches of France. The interest
excited by the sufferings of the French protest-
ants in the breasts of Englishmen, was honour-
able to the;nselves, to their country, and to pro-
testantism. It was natural that a people who,
on the first restoration of the Bourbons, had
displayed a zeal so righteous in favour of the
enslaved Africans, should be forward to express
their sympathy with those who had descended
with themselves from the fathers of the glorious
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reformation. But it was not befere the middle
of November that intelligence was received by
the persecuted, that, at a meeting of some of
the dissenting ministers of "‘London, it had been
resolved to assemble all the ministers of the
three denominations of that city, and its envi-
rons, to deliberate on the affairs of the protes-
tants of the Gard. Some weeks again elapsed
before they were informed that the intended
meeting had been held, gnd that a deputation
had solicited the good offices of the British go-
vernment with the French coust, in favour of
its suffering protestant subjects. *

*

* Extract from a Circular from the Committee of the
Ministers of the Three Denominations in London, to their
Brethren in the country.— Williams's Library, Red-crosg
Street, London, Nov. 28. 1815.

+ L L) *

¢ During the present month, we have been occupied in
collecting intelligence, from numerous private sources, and
in authenticating the details which havc appeared in the
journals and other periodical publications. The result is
melﬁncholy, indeed ; since we have ascertained, with a pre-
cision too accurate for our wishes and hopes, that for a
long period our protestant brethrén have been exposed to
metciless persecution by the agents of a despotit and cruel
fanaticism. . .

With such facts before us, as Protestant dissenters, and
the descendants of men who distinguished themselves in
those struggles which achieved the liberties of Britain, and
diffused throughout Europe the most enlightened principles,
we could not mistake in deciding, that it was our duty to
givc a distinct @nd public expression of our sentiments; to
use our influence with the government of our own country, apd
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Numerous meetings of public bodies were
the consequence of this example. The pro-
ceedings and digcussions of the common council
of the city of London, of the society for the
protection of religious liberty, and the de-

to demonstrate to our distressed brethren in France, our
sympathy and regard.

¢« Under this conviction an extraordinary general mecting
of the ministers of the Three Denominations was convencd on
Tuesday, November 21st, at’the Library, Red Cross-strect.
On this occasion nearly onc hundred ministers assembled,
and after long and colemn deliberation, they determined
unanimously to adopt the Resolutions which arc annexed,
and to appoipt a deputation, consisting of the Rev. Robert
Aspland, the Rev. Mark Wilks, the Rev. W. Newman, D.D.
and the Rev. Thomas Morgan, the librarian and secretary,
to confer with his Majesty’s government, and to request
its good offices with the courtrof France for the liberty and
protection of the reformed. The conference was held on
Saturday, November 25th, and the sfrongest assurances were
given by the Earl of Liverpool, of the deep regret cx-
perienced by the ministers of His Royal Highness the
Prince Regent, at the horrid scenes which have lately been
witnessed in France, and of* their disposition to usc their
utmost efforts for the support of the freedom of religious
faith and worship. L * *

“ We do not doubt that our prompt and
decisive efforts will meet ydar approbation; and we hopc,
also, that the.early, liberal, and firm conduct of the protes-
tant dissenters will exciteé the efforts of others; arrest the
progress of superstition and tyranny ; alleviate the sufferings,
and secure the liberties of a large portion of thc human
race, and preserve for future generations, the example of
theif’ principles and character.

¢ We remain your affectionatc Brethren,
(Signed) ¢ TnomAs MorcaAN, Librarian and Sccretary.’
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puties for the protection of the civil rights of
dissenters, at Edinburgh, Glasgow, Hull, Ply-
mouth, Gosport, Sheerness, Neycastle, Berwick,
Exeter, and ¢lsewhere, were published in the
journals, and circulated through Euwrope, and
were instrumental in rousing public opinion,
and carrying directly to the I'rench throne, the
sentiments of other nations on the events which
had so long afflicted France.

« The protestants,” said a memoir, sent from
the scenes of persecution, ¢ who received with
astonishment these proofs of Christian love and
charity, were touched with gratitude, and
filled with tender and fraternal affection. They
began to hope, that the God of their fathers had
not abandoned the children of his servants, and
ventured to receive as @ pledge of merciful de-
liverance from the hostility of their fellow-sub-
jects, the zeal of their brethren in a foreign
land.” .

Alas! their persecutors made this spontaneous
act of humanity and religion, the pretext for
charging on the sufferers a treasonable corres-
pondence with the party politicians of England.
They were thus involved in new difficultics,
watched, accused, oppressed, and reduced to the
dreadful necessity either ‘of falsifying, by their
silence or denial, the accounts of their miseries
which had excited commiscration, or of sustain-
ing the charge of being factious men, plotting
against the state. In this situation, appeared,
to their dismay, a letter sent some time before
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to England bythe Duke of Wellington, stating,
that ¢ much misinformation existed on the events
of the South.” ., ‘Such delight and exultation did
this communication from his Excellency afford
the perdecutors, that, not satisfied with publish-
ing it in their journals, accompanied with insult-
ing remarks, they also printed.it in hand-bills
and placards, and distributed it in the communes,
to raise the spirits of their agents, and to cele-
brate a triumph over their trembling victims.

« It is cvident, by the following extract from
the English Courier,” said the Journal du Gard,
“that there is nolonges any doubt as to the true
causes of the troubles of the South. ¢An authen-
tic report on the affairs of Nismes has been sent
to the Duke of Wellington, and has been com-
municated to us. The details prove, that the
true origin of the disorders which have afflicted
the friends of tlanquillity, is to be found in
political opinions, and in the recollection of the
excesses: committed by the Tevolutionists and
Bonapartists.”

The letter of the Duke of Wellington was
dictated by the very chiefs of the catholic fac-
tion; awd though it has since beon fully con-
tradictcd by the first statesmtn of both countries,
it produced, at the moment, an impression most
unfavourable to the interests of the protestants,
It was the more mischievous, as it appeared
supported by the hostile sentiments of the go-
vernment itself. The following note of the
17th of January was dispatched from the minis-
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ter of the interior to all the 'prefects of de-
partments.

“ A circular, printed and dated London, has
been addressed to the French protestant minis-
ters. This production, under the pretext of
the persecutions which it supposes committed
against the latter, may spread alarm among
them, and excite to emigvation.

I have before me the answers of the presidents
of several consistories : they are all remarkable
for the good spirit in which they are dictated,
and the good sentiments they express; and I
doubt not that those which have not reached
me, repelled, with the same indignation, these
dangerous insinuations. I beseech you, Sir, to
send me a copy of all these answers; 1 shall
lay them before the 'king. His Majesty will
there see, with satisfaction, unequivocal testimo-
nies of the confidence of the protestants’in his !
paternal goverpment, of their attachment to'’
his person, and of their love for their country.

«The protestants mey also reckon on the pro-
tcction of the king, who sees only in his subjects,
whatever their religion, subjects to whom he

bears an equal affectioni. ,
(Signed) ¢ Vaublanc.” *

After the circulation of this letter, is it sur-
prising that the protestants of England should
only have received in the public correspondence

# This M. Vaublanc was one of the mast servile and
devoted of the Prefects of Napoleon.
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of the presidonts of consistories, statements in
which the truth was sappressed, and the per-
secution and its crimes palliated of denied?
Is it surprising that the local gogyernment should
have continued to mirepresent its own conduct,
and to throw all the blame of horrors, which
could not be denied, on the sufferers themselves ?
It was impossible, -however, to cover the light
with a veil so dense, but some :ays of 1llu-
mination could escape: in spite of every ob-
stacle, the truth made its way to the British
shores, and taught the cruel and despotic that,
though they may hope to escape detection, and
may cover with calumny the victims of their
oppression, they will ultimately be exposed, de-
graded, and contemned.

'The ministers of the. Three Denominations in
London, anxious not to be misled, either by
exaggerated complaints, or interested apologies,
requested one of their brethren to visit the
scenes of persecution, and exhmine with impar-
tiality the nature and extent of the evils they
were desirous to relieve. The Reverend Clement
Perrot aceeded to théir request, ana fulfilled
their wigshes with a zeal, a prudence and a dc-
votedness, above all praise. The difficulties with
which he had to contend, can only be appre-
ciated by those who are acquainted with all the
despotic apparatus of the French government,
and who know something of its effect when put
in motion under the reign of terror.  His return
furnished abundant and incontestible proof of

13 .
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a shameful persecution ; matori;:ls for an appeal
to the British parliament ; and a printed report,
which was circulated through ‘the continent,
and  first gave' correct information to, the in-
habitants of France. *

L]
t Wiy Library, Rcd-cn.)ss Street, April 25 1616
A\t a Speend! Meeting of the Committece of the Dissenting
Ministers of the Three Denominations, appointed by the
Generdl Body, summoned to receive the Report of the
Rev. Clement Perrot, who, {from his cminent qualifications,
the respectability of” his character, and his pcrionul ac-
quaintance with the most dhtmulmhul Protestants in the
South of Trance, had been "re qumtcd to u.palr to that
country, for the purpose of examining on the spot their
real situation g
The Rev. J. Rievon, DD in the Chair,
* 1t w.s unanimously resolved —

RS ¢ 3

» 11. That the Rev, Clement Perrot. for the promptitude
widi which he complied with the request of this Compittec,
and undertook « long, fjttiguing, and dangerous journey — for
the diligenee, the prudaor ce, and.the zeal with which he has
eacvuted the objects of his important mission — for the
gencrous sactgice of his time, lis engagements, and his
personal satity — e the displty his conduct has afforded of
those uboral and enlightened plmuplcs which have distin-
gashed protostant dissenters .mu)nu the bendtactors of
mankind — tor the important services which he has rendered
to the cause of the French Protestants in particular, and
to the interests of truth, liherty, humanity, ‘md religion in
ecnceral 3 merits the warmest grutitudv and esteem, and that
he be requested to accept the most sincere and affectionate
acknow ledeements of this Commiitree,

« [IL. 'That from the verification of docuaments before pos-
cessed. (the truth of which was nover questionable,) and
especially trom the testimony now produccd by their re-

M 3N
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Foreign interference was eminently useful -
the declarations of tolerance, and the professions

spectable friend, it is perfectly evident, that the persccutions
~0 long and so disgracctully continued, have been instigated
by bigotry and iutolerance, and have been excited and di-
rected by powerful leaders, against (h¢ protestants, as the
depositaries of those religious and social principles, which
must always render their possessors efficient and honourable
in society ;— that political opinions have only been the
pretexts under which the odious projects of their cnemies
were concealed, as protestants were as prompt, and as sin-
cere in their acceptance of the restored dynasty, as any
class of Frenchmen whatever ¢ — that the impious, rapacious,
and barbarous conduct of their perseentors, has exceeded
the representations which have beenmade by the commiittee,
and has cqualled in criminality that of the most guilty per-
sccutors of ancient times ; — that it is impessible to excul-
pate, at least from connivance, the local ¢ivil and nilitary
authoritics ;5 because the extent of the outrages — the length
of their duration —the publicity of the crimes — the no-
toriety of the criminals — the usclessnes of complaints from
the sufferers, and the vexations to ewhich they have been
esposed — the confidenceswith which the robbers and mur-
derers have acted, and the impunity and protection they
have experienced, are cqually unknown, in any country,
where the magistracy, however [ecble. has been active and
sincere. :l'hat it iv equally, evident, that from some cause,
which this Committee do not intend to assign, the higher
departnents of the government have not taken a suitable
interest in the dreadful calamitics, which have been sustained
by its faithful and honourable subjects — have not main-
tained equal security for the professors of the protestant and
Lutl‘u)lic religions 5 but have appeared to entertain the most
Ivdly jealowsy of the unsolicited interference of henevolent
persons in this country —have neglected to give to the
protestunts, and to Europe, any satisfaction, by demanding
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of justice which it clicited from the govern-
ment 3 ac well as the more cqutious march of
the cecholic persecutors, » were * direct and in-
voluntary acknowledgments of the importance
of that external influence which was so much
ceasured or despised.

The stern voice of public opinion produced
arcluctant suspension of ‘massacre and pillage,
but the murderers and plunderers were still
unpunished, and even caressed and rewarded
for their crimes,

Among the most notorious agents of mis-
chief and disorder, were Souchon, Vamperre,
and Terme. In 1814, (to say nothing of their
former history) they were sent from Nismnes,
by Count Maubourg, the king’s commissioner,
for their injurious treatment of the protestants. *
In 1815 they were at the head of three com-
panics of the armed brigands who committed
<o many outragess  No sooner was M. Trinque-
lagne appointed secretary to the minister off

an account ol their conduct from the local or ext'raurdinary
authoritics — and, finally, have left the victims of persecution
at the merey of prevotal courts, co‘mposvd of their enemies,
who have inflicted on protestants the most degrading and
ceuel punishment for alledged  trifling crimes, and have
honnarably acquitted catholics, covered with Dlood, and
suilty of mmerons and horrid murders, ,
« By order of the (ommittee,
-« T, Morcay, Secretary and Librarian.”
* See Page 117,
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justice, than th'z‘y set out for Paris, and after
an absence of three weeks, returned openly
patronised and rewarded by th.c government.
By a royal ordonnance, inserted in the Mon'teur,
they were appointed  commissaires — prisuers
(appraisers) at Montpellier, Bourdeaux and
Nismes. .

Trestaillons, who liad been sent to Montpel-
fiecr by General Lagarde, was conducted te
Lyons in the month of January 1816. Some
protestants who, had fled from Nisines, unable
to subdue their indignation at the sight of a
monster, cpvered with the blood of their friends
and relations, had the imprudence to express
their hope that finally justice would prevail.
« They will not dare to condemn me,” said
Trestaillous, “becausc I shall reveal 3 and im-
mediately the protestants who invoked the laws,
were arrested and imprisoned for baving insulted
Trestaillons. .

In the chamber of the deputies, their friends,
ever attentive to their interests, endeavoured
to hold over these wretches the weis of the laws.
In the committee “on, the law of amnesty, M.
Trinqudlague, the principal orator of the Gard,
capressed himself with remarkable  frankness.
«The great eriminals,” said he, < have been in-
cluded in the ammesty, and would it not be just to
extend the law to those who, to render the lilies
triumphant, amidst the cffervescence of parties
may have committed exeesses almost inevitable 27
« By that measure,” it was ohserved, < you vill be
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deprived of the means of punishig the criminal
Bonapartists.” — ¢« The crimijal  Bonapartists
should be punished, Iallow,”” replied M. T'rin-
quelague, < but the faithful royalists P’ — e« Well,
if any arc guilty, they will be punished, but
there will be compensation.”” — ¢« There can
scarcely be any compensation,” resumed M.
Trinquelague, < for the ckeess of the love of
royalty has occasioned other excesses.”

From the bureau, M. Trinquelague proceeded
to the tribune, and the Monitcur of the 7th of
January gives the following account of the dis-
cussion on the article of the law of amuesty
relative to crimes against private persons.

« M. Trinquelague. This article is contrary to
“ the principle of the ammesty. That principle
“ is violated it crimes against private persons are
« prosecuted, which originated in late cvents.
“ Disorders have occurred in the South, and in
¢« the West 3 persons have given themselves up
“ to excesses. The sword of justice was ar-
¢ rested ; will you makeit fall on the culpable ?
¢« Shall the men who may have been mislcd by
« their zeal for the royal cause ’ Several
¢ voices. ¢ The assassins must be phnished.”
« M. T'rinquelague proposed as an amendment,
“ the extension of' the ammesty to private of-
¢ fences which followed the enterprise of” the
¢ usurper, or the re-action which succ e(‘dcd

« M. de Serre (now keeper of” the scals) ()p-
¢« posed the amendment. ¢ Shall we absolve for
“ such crimes ? he exclaimed: ¢ the cause i

MM 3
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which they have been committed is nothing ;
murder and rapine ought to be punished ;
social prosperity requires it; and if, among
those guilty of crimes, which nothing can
excuse, are found men who have served the
royal cause, this is a special reason for their
punishment ; they should be entirely detached
from so fine a caude, and disavow ed before all
France.’ .

« The ameadment of M. Trinquelague was
loudly called for. M. Try spoke against the
amendment, and said, ¢the amnesty only com-
prehended political crimes.’

« The minister of police rose. ¢ If;” said
he, ¢ private offences committed, since the best
of kings has constantly enjoined respect for
the laws as the first of duties, were to be ex-
cepted, the amnesty would lose its grand, dis-
tinct, and useful character. To adopt the
amcndment in the sense proposed, would be
to proclaim that thet¢have been murderers and
brigands in the royal cause ; which you ought
loudly to disavow, by rejecting the provo-
sition that has been made.”

The opposition made to the amendment of

M. Trinquelague explains its nature, and proves
that the objcct of that deputy, who was one of
the most violent in calling to order M. d’Argen-
son, was to protect the royalist catholics, who
had imbrued their hands in the blood of innocent
and defenceless cHizens,
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If the deputies of the Gard *had not, on this
occasion, all the success they had anticipated,
they were more happy in their private efforts
to serve their constituents at Nismgs. The
Journal Officiel thus announced the result of
their exertions : — ¢ Our deputies, always occu-
pied with the ‘intcrests of the department, have
powerfully contributed, by their constant soli-
citations, to obtain the revocation of the ordon-
nance of the 21st November. The Duke de
Feltre has communicated to_them the ordon-
nance of the 10th January ; and informed them
that the troops would no longer be gt the charge
of the inhabitants of Nismes. The deputies
have thus another title to our cstcem and gra-
titude.” .

The following is the ordonnance of the 10th
January : — ¢ Louis, by the grace of’ God, &c.
We are informed that our ordonnance, of the,
21st November-last has met with that respect
and submission, in the ity of Nismes, which we
had a 1ight to expect ; ‘that if the criminal whom
justice claimed is not yet arrested, severe en-
quiries have been made; that they have been
scconded by the national guard, aI}d by the in-
habitants ; that every thiag announces that the
murderer of General Lagarde has ncither asylum
nor protectors in Nismes. On the other hand, .
the article of the constitutional charter, which,
recognizing the catholic religion for the religion
of the state, sccures to other professions liberty
and protection, has been faithfully executed.

MM b
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The temple of the protestants is open ; they en-
Joy all the sccurity guaranteed by the law.

« After so striking a return to order, we do
not wish to defer the revocation of the rigorous
measures ‘which necessity alone forced us to
adopt.  We therefore ordain as follows : —

¢ 1. The troops quartered on the inhabitants
of’ Nismes shall be withdrawn, without delay, and
distributed in the barracks, and such other places
of the department as our military commandant
shall think proper.

9, Our prefeot shall testify to the inhabit-
ants of Nismes, that we.are satisfied with the
zcal with which they have concurred in the
maintenance of tranquillity, and the re-establish-
ment of order in our said good city.

« Given the 10th of January, of the year of
grace 18106, and of our reign the 21st.

¢« Signed, &c. &c. Louis.”

The royal ordonnance of the 215t of Novem.
ber declared, ¢ that if s0, atrocious a crime were
to remain unpunished, all public sccurity and
government would be. at an end 3 and ordered
troops to be quartcred on the inhabitants till
the assassin and his accomplices should be given
up. Now, on the 10th of January not onc
« accomplice, author, or abettor,” had Dbeen
punished or arrested, though'a reward of three
thousand francs had been offered, immediately
on the commission of the crime; the assassin
still remained unmolested, at four leagues dis-
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tance, and money had been llected tor him,
under the title of’ “an interesting character.”
The temples were opened, it is true; but this
liberty was ptirchased by the forced concession
of those very temples. The concdssion had
been announced before public worship was at-
tempted ; and after its celebration, the security
of the protestants was aseribed, in the Official
Journal, to the restoration of the two edifices to
the catholic religion, the religion of the state.
Such, however, was the influence of the perse-
cutors with the government, that the ministers
of Louis XVIII, were*induced to aflix the sig-
nature of their master to a declafation « that
the assassin had neither friends nor protectors in
Nismes ; and that the inhabitants had returned
to principles of justice’and order !”’

The prefect of the Gard knew how to profit
by a royal ordonnance, obtained by the constant
solicitations of the faithful deputies of ‘the de-
partment 3 and, as soon .as it arrived at Nismes,
he published the following proclamation : —

s At length, brave and loyal inhabitants, and
national guards of Nismes; after so much solici-
tude for your happiness and your fame; I have the
satisfaction to see a fine day dawn on that city,
the population of which has given so many
proofs of unalterable fidelity to legitimate
monarchy, to the august house which reigned so~
long over our ancestors, and which, if our Wishes
arc granted by the Supreme Arbiter of hings and
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people, will reign cternally over our descend-
ants.

«« The king is smsﬁed with your conduct ; he

has amply ,g:towncd all my desires, and rewarded
my efforts, by ordering me to inform you of his
sovercign and paternal satisfaction. Thus a
Jeéw errors, into which pexﬁdloub agitators, who
took advantage cven of your loyalty, have pre-
cipitated you, are cffaced ; thus, those calum-
nious reports which they have vainly tried to
propagate in the bosom of our country, and even
to the foot of our august monarch’s thronc,
but which have been dlssemmated with too
much success among foreign nations, now, in-
deed, undeceived as to our truc sentiments, arc
annihilated.

« I conjure you, thexeﬁnc brave inhabitants
"and national guards of Nismes, continue to
. merit, by your fidelity to the king, by your obe-
dience to the laws and his sacred: orders, by your
respect for the freedom'.of conscience and wor-
ship, the favour which his Majesty has granted,
and the justification before Europe which his
Majesty has condescendgd himself' to proclaim,
in his royal ordonnance of the 10th of this
month.  Vive le Roi, wive d Jamais nolre grand,

notre bon Roi I”

Thjs proclamation, couched ncarly in the
terms of that of September 7th*, demonstrates

¥ See page 282,
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that, however circumstances had rendered indis-
pensable some outward chapge, the source of
the cvil remained as strgng and as mischievous
as ever. The prefect pronounced the murders,
robberies, extortions, obscenities, and crimes of
six months to be only a few errors, into which
the loyal had been precipitated by perfidious
agitators, and declared that they were effaced ;
the prefect denounced the prayers of the suf-
ferers as calumnies which they had in vain at-
tempted to carry to the foot ot the throne ; the
prefect held the persecutors’ justified to all Lu
rope, by the royal ordonnance of Louis XVIII
from those falsehoods by which forelgn nations
had been deccived. The sentiments of the
prefect were, of course and of nccessity, parti-
cipated by all the dependent functionaries of
the department. ’
It was this same prefect that M. Juillerat,
Chasscur, one of the pastors of Nismes, with a
courage inspired by religion, endeavoured to in-
terest in favour of his Imprisoned and persecuted
flock. Ina street conducting to the prefecture,
several of the murderers “were assembled ; and
on the approach of M. Juillerat they suspended
their conversation, prepaced their fire-arms, and
onc of them levelled his musket. Retreat and
resistance were gqually impossible; and thg
minister of mercy pursucd his way: Qut he
met death with a countenance so calm, and an
air at once so resigned and intrepid, that the
assassins  were involuntarily awed into impo-
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tence = they dropped their arms, and their vic-
tim lived. Under the 1mp1(‘sqmn of what he
owcd to a watchful and restraining Providence,
M. ]uxllerat hastencd to the hotel of the pre-
fect, and: buppmted his solicitations for others.
by the relation of the dangers from which he
had miraculously escaped himsclf. The pre-
fect was exceedingly amused ; and, with the
most self-complacent smiles, expressed his sur-
prise that a protestant pastor of Nismes should
" feel the least inquictude at the mere joke of hav-
ing a musket levelléd at his breast. M. Juillerat
acknowledged that he had forgotten at the mo-
ment all the proofs of playfulness given by his
catholic fellow-citizens for some months past;
and, dismissing any further consideration of his
own insccurity, he referred to the object of his
interview. ¢ As for that,” after rclating the
history of all his ancestors who bhad been mem-
bers of the Academic Francaise, & as for that,”
said the prefect, “ my personal and official dig-
nity would be compromised were 1 to take
cognizance of the brawls and quarrels of the
lower classes. At Paris the women of the
Halle knock off cach other’s coiffures, but the
prefect never thinks it his duty to interfere.”
The protestants of the Gard might well be
astonished and afflicted at the continuance
of such a magistrate in such a post, when a
foreign senator was induced thus to express his
feelings in the British scnate : — ¢« What was the
conduct of the English government in conse«
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. If the continuatce of the persecuting anthor.
ities in their places were afearfyl sign, theprotest-

"
o A i
*

“ Reguht, préying that he will be pleased to give directions
« that there be laid béfore thy House copies of all commu-
“ nications between ¥i§ Majesty's Government and the
¢« Governmént of France, relative to the Protestants in the
« southern departments of France.” 1In a specch, which oc-
cupied between two and three hourl, Bir Samuel Romilly
entered; with astonishing accuracy, intb the whole history of
the alleged persecutions. He described the state of the pro-
testatits, subsequently to the revocation of ‘the edict of
Nantg, and up to the périod of the first restoration of the
Bourbon flumily. He related the indigmties and injuries to
which they wer¢ exposed, and the alarms by whi¢h they
were agitated, from that time till the departure of the king;
and equally proved that, before that event, the protest-
ants were peaceable gnd faithful #ubjects ; and that, during
the period betWeen {hat event and the second restoration,
'they cominitted no vijolence, and indulged no revepge.”
He then dlew & touching ‘picture of the persecutions of
*he pratestafits, from July 15. 1815, and procéeded to ex-
pose, with the strongest indignation, the conduct of the local
authoritics,. He produced many of theig proclamations,
comnj on their negligence, their deceit, ‘and criminality,
in suffering such oultages %o be committed, and'then to be
unpunishéd ; and “froved, foin ‘fiieil Papers, that when
some of the most dreadful maskacres dud outrages took placs,
there were Ingthe ity twenty-four mﬁiq ipfantry and
a regimerit of cafalry, Ile"qd}‘_bd ot th Ho to ¢ ider
the pre:%t condition of the prmwf at thé mercy of ar-
biteary aftd puitial tribunals— insultéd by thélowést rabble —
», stled, if'théy went into the MW thé mysderers of'
their wivies; paventdand childrewdot thémwith thely,
looks, and exulfing in their successfyf’villany - the wretc

who s la Garde, and the wapsters, Treytaillons
and é‘r.*ﬁ.%ﬁl sopebrict Thaty juetice, ﬁm
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ants had a still more alarming indication of what
awaited them, when they found their enemices had

d .

jured every member to perusc the report of the ggntleman who
had just returned from Nisimes, which he saw the noe Lord
(Castlereagh) had in his hand *; and concluded with remind-
ing the Housc and the Government, that while the nation in-
terfered as it had done, and conginued to do, in the affairs of
France, it would fall under a very great degree of blame if it
should not ask protection for these unfortunate people.

The motion was opposed by Lord Castlereagh ; but, after
all, the Secretary for Foreign Aftairs, not professing to state
that any correspondence had taken place with the French
Government on the subjecf, produced in evidence only an
anonymous letter, written by a person, as hg stated, a tra-
veller to the south.  Even this statement was, however, more
than corroborative of the facts.detailed by Sir Samuel Ro-
milly ; for it acknowledged that sanguinary songs had been
sung during the first restoration ; that protestants had been
deprived of offices and consideration; and that 300 had
been murdered in Nismes, and 1000 in the department.

Mr. Brougham followed, in a most animated and eloquent
strain, and retorted on him the result of that mtmfenncc
which had been charged on those who disapproved of the
treaty, allowing the slave-trade to continue for five years.

Lord Bummg defended the line of argument adopted by
the Foreign Sccretary. Me. W, Smith thought it very re-
markable that, after the long durition of thesc persecutions,
and the deep interest which 4 large portion of the British
nation had taken in the situation of the protastants, nothing
was said of any existing correspondence between the re-
spective governments; and that all that had begn brought
forward was a letter, without any name. -

Sir Samuel Romilly closed the dcbate with a most able
and energetic reply. - He disclaimed the motives whi¢h had

* The Committee had presented copics of the Report of Mr. Perrot to
the principal members of administration, previous to the debate
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sufficient interest'to obtain aroyal ordonnance for
the removal of almost their only legal friend, the

¢
been cifarged on him, and reminded Lord Castlereagh that
he¢ himself first brought the subject into Parliament, and, on
a discussion quite foreign, had unhandsomely reflected on
those benevolent persons who had taken up the cause of
suffering  fellow-chiristians.  He denied that the outrages
were confined to the Gard, though that departinent alone
contained between 3 and 400,000 inhabitants. e compared
the conduct of the British Government, on the occasion of
the riots of a few days in 1780 (to which the eight months’
persccution in the south had begn compared) to that of the
French Government ; and could not hold the latter free from
censure.  He thought the Duke of Wellington’s lctter un--
justifiable. The Duke professed to speak from his own
knowledge ; but his assertions were not borne out by facts,

« Whatever imputations might be cast upon him,” he said,
¢ for the discharge of his duty, it was somc (.onsol.mon to
the cause of humantty, that so obscure an individual as him-
self could bring into public discussion a topic of such an im-
portant nature; and that there was ong place, at least, in
Furope, where the oppressed could appeal, and where, so
long as public justice lingered’in the world, actg of atrocity
could be stamped with infamy, and men, who were suffered to
o unpunished, be visited with public detestation.

“ One of the prefects had observed, that the charges
against the fanatics of the south had been made in the face
of Lurope. He felt, therefore, that when the whole question
was brought before Europe; the best results might with con-
fidence be anticipated.”

, Previously to this discussion it devolved on the author of
this volume to conmmunicate with this illustrious descendant
of a French refugec. Often, at midnight, and when ex-
hausted by the labours of the senate and the bar, has he seen
him examine, with the most scrupulous attention, the de-
tails of the subject he wished to advocate, reduce cvery
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procurcur-général of the Cour Rbyale of Nismes.

_During more than three weeks, M. Cavalier did

“‘not take off his judicial robe, “neither day nor

night. It is tovered with my foge,” sgid he, to

his noble friend, M. Madier de Montjau, “that

I will present myself to the assassins, whom I

every moment ‘expect. I have written to the

government that I expect® death, and that I

shall receive it without pain ; because it is, per-

haps, death alone that can absolve my ministry

from the guilt of crimes which I am unable to

prevent.”” M. Cavalier had, indeed, witnessed

“all the crimes that had been committed in the

name of ¢ the altar and the throne;” he

had officially received memoirs and documentsj
from the persecuted, which were necessary to

the public prosecution of the criminals; he had

refused, when soljcited, to misrepresent the pro-
testants in his communications with the minister

of justice; he had held firmly to the laws,

amidst the wildest anarchy ; he had loudly ex-

pressed his iatention of bringing before the tri-

bunals the guilty, the snoment there was the
slightest appearance that justice had resumed
her seat.  Such a magistrdte was dangefous: he
was not assassinated, but he was displated.

representation below the fict, in order to avoid the possi-
bility of exaggeration; and, in a question which others mfght
supposc an affair of party, exercise, in private, all the con-
scientious assiduity of an enquirer after an cssential truthy

NN
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When the prisons were filled with protestants,
arrested in their own houses by Trestaillons, and
dragged to jail without any warrant, or record of
their confinement, M. Cavalier applied to M. Vi-
dal,, commissary-general of police, to make ar-
rangements for their liberation. M. Vidal re-
fused his consent, and gave as his reasons, ¢ that
all those who left the prisons would certainly be
murdercd.” M. Cavalicr addressed the keeper of
the seals, received his order for the liberation of
those who were not detained by the prefect, and,
accordingly, requested from the prefect the
names of those imprisoned by his orders. The*
prefect, irstead of a reply, visited the prison,
accompanied by the mayor and the commissaries
of police, and liberated Maurin and his accom-
plices, arrested on the 'L6th of October, in the
act of plunder; and detained respectable pro-
testants, whom M. Cavalier was anxious to de-
liver.* When M. Bernard reLlaced M. Cavalier,
he reccived a long list of crimes, charged on
persons whom his predecessor intended to prose-
cute. It led to no resylts.

No sooner was Ms Cavalier removed than prose-
cutions were commenced against the protestants,
and the tribunals became the servile and dreadfid
instruments of a crucl and feigned fanaticism.

" The spirit of the local authoritics was per-
fectly displayed in the publicity and importance

- * Amopg these was M. Lombard, of Uzts, son of a pro-
testant minister. He was confined nine months without
warrant. He is now juge at Nismcs !-
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they gave to cvery trifle g which they might
throw odium on the sufferers, compared with
their silence or tlieir excu}patory language when
the murders 2nd robberies committed on the
protestants were brought before the pu!;lic:«.

In connection with the charge of a treasonable
correspondencé with foreigners, the following
account of an insignificant affair was published,
January 6th, in- the Journal Officiel. ¢ False
and alarming rumours are circulating in the
departiment ; the people should no longer be
kept in agitation ; we should éndeavour to con-
solidate the peace we enjoy. The rumours are
similar to what follows. On the 3d of this
month, the correctional tribunal tried Etienne
Girard, a native of Toulouse, pretending to have
returned from the prisons of England, and con-
victed of having said on the 7th of December
to two soldiers, on the road from Beauvoisin
to Vauvert, ¢ that the king had issued an or-
donnance for butchering.all the protestants in
France ; but that the English would soon
arrive in the ports and awenge their death.” He
was condemned to a year’s imprisonment, a fine
of 100 francs, and five years’ inspectfon of the
police. The sentence is tobe printell and pub-
lished in all the communes.” It should be
observed, that the soldiers in question were some
of the plunderers who infested the country, and
that at this period, witnesses daily swore to the
most palpable falsehoods, under the protection
of the courts. o

' NN 2
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In the Journal Officicl of the 10th of January,
the assassination of’ M. Perrin at Alais, by a
catholic, was basely charged on the protestants,
and described as the result of a plot of many in-
dividuals. The prefect set out for Alais, and
in a proclamation, declared, that ¢ the crime’
appeared to have been committed by the ene-
mies of the king and thc country,” and thus
magnified an act of private malice into a vast
political conspiracy. The same falschood was
propagated in the Journal of the 17th, which
announced that on the 15th, the Cour &’ Assises,
had condemned to deatl Porcet, for having fired
at a royahst, and occasioned him an 1]lncsq, and
loss of work for 20 days. ¢ May this example,”
it added, ‘¢ alarm those evil-disposed persons,
who carry in their breasts the most wicked in-
_tentions, and have proved by the crime which

they have committed at Alais, to what extent
they are determined to push their audacity and
Aury. :

An article in the Journal of the 20th was
expressed as follows : « By the jugement of the
17th, Jacques Rouviére and his wife, of Vau-
vert, weré condemned ; Jacques to two months’
imprisonmeént, and his wife to four months; to
separate confincment, to all the costs, and 100
francs’ fine to the plaintiffs, (rranet and his wife,
for having charged them with making lists of
protestants who ought to be murdered. — On the
18th, Jean Bonnafet, of Sommieres, was dC(lUlttcd
of* having uttered seditious cries; but it ap-
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pearing that he had reported in places of
public resort, that a gendarme had shewn him
a letter, containing an order to’the catholics to
murder all the sprotestants’; on consideration of
the circumstances of extenuation, the "tribynal
condemned him to six days’ imprisonment, a
fine of 50 franes, and the costs, and the forfeit-
ure, during five years, of the civic rights men--
tioned in article 42 of the penal code.”

M. Bonnafet is a respectable protestant,
eighty years of age ; the perjured witnesses ad-
duced against him contradicted each other, and
in order to justify his strameful arrest, recourse
was had to a false report of langlage held
_anterior to the affair for which he had been
tried.

In the beginning of Fébruary, the proceedings
of the tribunals was thus describgd in the same
official journal : ¢ Our magistrates are ever eager
to cmpty the prisons, which our late tréubles
have filled, and to do justice to the detained.
At cvery sitting of the Jribunal, and in which
they try principally those accused of seditious
cries, some are acquitted, and others are sen-
tenced to punishments *more or less severe.
The 7th of this month, several individuals were
condemned to 1mpusonment proportionate to
their political offences. These examples prove
that justice is active, and restrains the seditious.
Impunity had only emboldened them ; but *for
some time past, seditious cries have not been so
common.” Anothel article, after stating that

NN 3
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the tribunal of police correctionelle employed
the greatest activity in judging those arrested
for political offences, added, ¢ In the sitting of’
the 17th of Februaty, therc was particularly
notjced, ‘the case of a girl accused of seditious
discourse. The exaltation ot her opinions, had
not only led her to hold conversation disrespect-
ful to the royal famaly, but also to menace old
men, and strike children. She was convicted
of seditious discourse, and of having thrown a
stone at the breast of a girl, which caused her
to faint, and obliged her to employ a surgeon for
several days : considering that she had already
been confihed in prison siz months, she was con-
demned to six months’ more imprisonment, a
fine of 50 francs, the expenses of’ the proceed-
ings, and at the expiration of her imprisonment,
three ycars’ surveillance of the. haute police, un-
der a bond of 200 francs.”

It is impossible to imaging more revolting
partiality, or more %hameiul injustice than was
thus every day consummated mnder the sanction
of the laws : perjury wagtreated as a virtue, while
an honest witness« exposed himself to instant
death, for deposing to the truth, and cven in the
presence of the judge, was reminded of his fate.

Sayen, sixty years of age, an old inhabitant
of Nismes, father of a large family, in casy cir-
cumstances, of irrcproachable character, was
sentenced, for a pretended robbery, to five years’
imprisonment, and to the pillory. He petitioned
the minister of justice; but in the mcantime
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suflered the most horrible part ef his sentence;
for an hour, his grey hairs were exhibited on
the scaffold, amid the furious insults of the
populace, who with diffiéulty permitted his de-
graded form to be conveyed back allve to his
dungeon. When M. Trinquelaguc was no longer
secretary of justice, he was liberated ; and his
three companions, who put themselves on their
trial, were all acquitted. *

In the month of March, several catholics of
Nismes, who had been arrested by the efforts
of M. Cavalier, were brought to trial. They
had invaded the commune of Senilhac, armed;
and in uniform, pillaged the whole *village, and
levied arbitrary contributions.  They were
taken in the act of robbery, and the property
they had plundered *was found upon them.
The Journal Qfficicl observed, ¢ that as these
ten individuals were all of Nxsmes, and had all
marched under the banners of the Duke d’An-
gouléme, a great concourse of people was col-
lected.” The inference is direct: they were
all acquitted. The ngxt day, six protestants
were put to the bar, charged with having taken
part in a quarrel, in whith a man, named Riche,
had received a wound or a scratch in the hand :
they were all condemned ; — Sauze le Pur, and
Deylau, sen. having 12 children, to be marked
with hot irons, thé pillory, and the galleys for®
life ; Gourdoux to fen years’ imprisonment, the

* Sce page 162.
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pillory, and the hot iron; Sauze de Pinet, to
the galleys for seven years, the hot iron, and the
pillory ; Deylau, jun., to the galleys for five years,
the pillory, and the hot iron. -

The manner in which these verdicts were
obtained, has thus been described by the cele-
brated M. Madier de Montjau, - judge of the
Cour Royale of Nismes, and president of the
Cour d’ Assises of the Gard and the Vaucluse.

“ My conscience tells me that I did not
merit censure the day that I quitted the court
rather than witness the crime of Truphémy.
— In a hall of the palace of justice, opposite
that in which I sat, unfortunate persons, per-
secuted by the faction, were being tried. Every
deposition tending to their crimination, was
applauded with cries of ¢ Vive le Roi ” Three
times the explosnon of this atrocious joy, be-
came so terrible, that it was necesaary to send
for reinforcements from the barracks, to increase
tenfold the military posts, and two hundred
soldiers were often unable to restrain the peo-
ple.  On a sudden, the shouts and cries of
¢ Vive le Roi?’ redoubled. A man arrives,
caressed, applauded, burne in triumph: it is
the horrible Truphémy; he approaches the
tribunal ; he comes to depose against the pri-
soners ; he is admitted as a witness ; he raises
his hand to take the oath! ‘Seized with horror
at' the sight, T rush from my seat, and enter
the hall of* council ; my colleagues follow me ;
in vain they persuade me to resume my seat.



* BY M. MADIER DE MONTJAU. 553

*No,’ exclaimed I, ¢ I will not c8nsent to see that
wretch admitted to give evidence in a court of
justice, in the city which he has filled with
murders, in the palace, on the steps ,of which
he has murdered the unfortunate Bourillon. *
I should not more revolt from seeing him kill
his victims, a% of late, with his poniard, than.
from seeing him kill them by his depositions.
He accuser! he a witness!! No! never.will I
consent to see this monster raise, in the presence
of magistrates, to take a sacrilegious oath, his
hand still recking with blood? These words
were repeated out of doors ; the witness trem-
bled, the factious trembled; the factious, who
guided the tongue of Truphemy, as they had
directed his arm, who dictated calumny, after
having taught him murder. These words pene-
trated the dungeons of the condgmned, and in-
spired hope ; they gave to a courageous advocate
the determinatiop to sustain the cause of the per-
secuted. He carried to.the foot of the throne
the prayer of misery and innocence. There
he asked, if the evidence of a Truphémy was
not enough to annul a sentence. The king
accorded a free and full ‘pardon,” + " *

* M. Bourillon was killed by Ttuphémy on the. esplanade,
August 2d. the day appointed for the 1doption of an address
to the king. The magistrates, asscmbled in the palais deq

justice, heard the report ©of the muskets with which he wis
shot.— See page 233.

+ To such an infamous perfection was this system of
perjury and subornation carricd, that twenty-six witnesses
were found to sign and swear, that on the 3d of April, 1815,
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If this testinfony from a catholic judge can
receive any add_ition, it will be found in the

General Gifly, with his own hand, and before their eyes, took
down the white flag at Nismes ; though it was demonstrated,
that at the time the tri-coloured flag was raised, he was
fifteen Icagues from Nismes, and that he did not arrive there
till three days after that evént. Before tribunals thus gar-
nished, innocence had not cven a chance of protection.
General Gilly was too prudent to appear, and was condemned
to death on the charge of contumacy. When the (iencral
quitted Nismes, he thought either of passing into a foreign
country, or of joining the army of the Loirc, and it was
long supposed that he had attually escaped. But it was
impossible to {‘;'ain any point, or find any sccurity ; his only
hope was in concealment. The attempt was desperate; a
friend found him an asylum in the cottage of a pcasant, but
that peasant was a protestant, and the General was a ca-
tholic. ¢ The step,” said his friend, ¢ merits consideration.”
The General did ngt hesitate ; the |protgstant was poor, and
his own life might be sold at a great price; but he confided
in his honour. He entered the cottage of a peasant, of the
canton of Anduze. The name of Pctrier deserves to be
recorded: he lives by his daily labour, but he displayed
virtues which would adorn @ throne. The fugitive was
welcomed ; his name was not, asked ; it was a time of pro-
scription; his host would know nothing of him; it was
cnough that, he was unforturate, and in danger. Ile was
disguised, and he passed for the cousin of Perrier. The Ge-
neral is naturally amiable, .and he made himself agrecable,
sat by the fire, eat potatoes, and contented himsell with
miserable fare. For several months he preserved his retreat,
“’though subject to frequent and entinent alarms. Often he
heardethe visitors of his host, boast of having concealcd
Gencral Gilly, or of being acquainted with the place of hix
concealment. Patroles were continually searching for arms
in the houses of the protestants ; often in the night the
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declaration of a catholic advoeate in the Cour
Ltoyale of Nismes.

General was obliged to leave his mattrass, and, half-naked,

hide himself in the fields. Perrier, to avoid thesc dz'mgers

and inconveniences, made an underground passage, by which

his guest might pass to an out-house constructed on the

premises. The wife of Perricr’could not endurc that onc

who had seen better days should live, as her faymily, on

. vegetables and bread, and she occasionally bought meat

to regale the melancholy stranger. These purchases were

so unusual, that they cxcited attentiop ; in a time of terror,

danger is ‘¢very where; it was suspected that Perrier had

some one concealed ; nigﬁtly visits were morc frequent.

In this statc of agony, he sometimes cofiplained of the

hardness of his lot. Perricr one day returned from market,

in a meditative mood, and, after some enquiries from his

anxious guest, he replied, ¢ Why do you complain; you arc

fortunate, compared with the poor wretches whose heads

were cried in thg market: Bruguier, $he pastor, at 2400
francs ; Bresse, the mayor, at 2400 francs; and General
Gilly at 10,000!” .

« Is it possible #* # Aye, it is certain.” Gilly concealed
his cmotion ; a momentary sispicion passed his mind; he
appeared to reflect. ¢ Pertier,” said he, “1 am weary of
lifc ; you arc poor, and wang money ; I know Gilly, and thg
place of his concealment ; let us,denounce him ; I shall no
doubt obtain my liberty, and you shall haye the 10,000
francs.” The old man stoods speechless, and as if petrificd.
His son, a gigantic peasant, 27 ycars of age, who had served
in the army, rose from his chair in which he had listencd
to the conversation, and, in a tone not to be described, said,
¢ Sir, hitherto, we thoulght you unfortunate, but honest ; w%
have respected your sorrow, and kept your secret; but
since you are one of those wretched beings who would
inform of a fellow-creature, and insurc his death to save
yourselfy there is the door ; and if you do not retire, I will
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« I arrived atc Nismes at a late period,” says
M. Lauze de Peret, «“in May, 1816; at that epoch,
though the government was employed in bring-
ing the department under the empire of the
laws, the'same men continued in the public
functions, and M. d’Arbaud Jouques remained
prefect. The society called Royal, and its
secret committee, mairtained a power superior
to'the laws. It was not possible to procure the
condemnation of an assassin, of whose crime the
cvidence was incontestible, and for whom, in
other times, there would have been no hope of
escape, The invisible power by which Nismes
was oppressed, was revealed to me in all its

throw you out of the window. Gilly hesitated ; the peasant
insisted ; the General wished to explain, but he was scized
by the collar. — ¢ SUppose I should be Géncral Gilly,” said
the fugitive : the soldier paused.  And it is even so,” hc
contmued ¢ denounce me, and the 10,000 francs are yours.”
The soldier threw himself og his neck; the family were
dissolved in tears ; they kissed” his hands, his clothes; pro-
tested they would never let him leave them, and that they
trould rather die than he should 'be arrested. In their kind-
ness he was more secure than ever; but their cottage was
more suspected, and he was at fength obliged to scek anothcr
asylum. The fomily refused any indemnity for the expense
he had occasioned them, and it was not till long after, that
he decided them to accept an acknowledgment for the hos-
_ pitality he had expericnced. When, the course of justice
was more free, in 1820, General Gilly demanded to be tried;
but thete was nothing against him ; and the Duke d’Angou-
léme conveyed to Madame Gilly the permission of the king,
for the return of her husband to the bosom of his country.
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horror.  The Truphémys, &c.%c. appeared in
public, wearing immense moustaches, and thejr
cockades embroidered with green, which they
have not yet abandoned (1818). Like the bri-
gands of Calabria, they had at their waist'a
poniard and two pistols. Their appearance
diffused an ait of melancholy mixed with in-
dignation. Even amidst the bustle of the day,
there was the silence of fear, and the night was
disturbed by atrocious songs, or African vocifer--
ations, like the sudden cries of ferocious beasts.
A house near that in which Iresided was the
den of a club, dependerit on that central society,
which, without powers, governed Nistmes. Over
the door was inscribed Société Royale, and the
motto in the style of the committee of public
safety, was < The Bourbons or death P It was
rare for protestants to appear in public. I have
seen them driven from the promenades by abrutal
and arrogant papulace. Lven at that period,
the protestants dared nqt exercise their calling.
Heterodox workmen were not permitted to gain
their bread. I have seen pious porters pursue
their protestant comrades® with stones, drive
them from the street, and not suffer réspectable
bales to be touched by polluted hands.

« ¢ The faithful,” remembering the plagues
of Egypt, had marked their houses with the sign_
of the cross. Those without this sign were
designated to Trestaillons and his familicrs.
Their zeal had not neglected to purge also the
sanctuary of justice.. The faction, every where
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dominant, put irt requisition the judges. There
was no sccurity for them ; and so far was there
from being tranquillity in the court, which ought
to have been inviolable, that two different times,
while defénding the protestants, I was insulted,
openly menaced, and cven forced to abandon
my clients. Deprived of all support from the
administration, it was ‘necessar Yy thus to concede,
to save the prisoncrs from the certain dangers
which would have followed the proof of then
innocence. , '

¢ On the 10th*July, 1816, I defended a man,
whom it was impossible’ to reproach. I esta-
blished his fnnocence by certain and unanswer-
able testimony ; but the persecutors were the
more determined on his condemnation, as he be-
longed to Nismes ; and as they wanted a judicial
act to accredif, a lie, for cver repeated, ¢ that
the protestants of Nismes had ill-treated the
royal volunteers.” [ proved that, on the con-
trary, to several of these volunteers he had
rendered particular services. It was necessary
to oppose my evidence ; my voice was drowned :
I was abused, thre: 1tened and clenched fists
announced ' the decision of the populace. A
witness thus brought wgamst me was a simple
labourer ; but that day he wore a sword, and
menaced me with it in full assembly. All was
“suspended ; the president eéxposed to me the
danger of a contest. The audience was com-
posed almost cntirely of the faithful horde ; and

I remarked among them the famous Truphémy.
13 :
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‘I'hus fell the accused ; but his nnocence was so
formal and indisputable, that the procurcur-
général atterwards obtained the reversion of his
sentence, orerather his full pardon. I have
mentioned this circumstance to prove ¥hat must
have been the terror in 1815, if so much re-
mained at the, expiration of a year.”

‘The populace, who digplayed such zeal and
aadacity in the courts of law, and in the presence
of the judges, were slow to comprehénd the
policy of their leaders, which enjoined the sus-
pension of massacre and pillage ; and it was ne-
cessary to grant some, indulgence to habits so
long established. The news of' thescommotions
at Grenoble and Dauphiny served as a pretext,
though they had no relation to protestant or
catholic opinions ; and the rabble of Nismes re-
commenced their violence.

"T'wo house$, one belonging fo Paulet, a gar-
dener, and the other to Crouzat, a la Rlacette,
were plllao'ed and devastated, the protestants
were beaten in the stree’ts, and several were con-
fined to their beds, in consequence of their
wounds. ,

On Sunday, the 12th of May, the c1t) was
thrown into dreadful cohfusion. Many protest-
ants fled, and others wete barricaded in their
houscs ; but few attended public worship. After
scrvice, the pastor gave the religious benediction
10 a marringe. The bridal party was attacked
as it left the temple: the husband and others
were dangerously wounded.
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The next day, the residences of the persons
ill-trcated were forcibly entered., One of these,
Teissonier, was néar being murdered. A dozen
of these monsters rushed into his ckamber, threw
themselves on his wounded body, with the in-
tentioni of suffocating or strangling him ; and
would have succeeded, had it not been for a
catholic woman, who lodged in his house. After
breaking two chairs, in endeavouring to beat
them off, she fetched her child, thrust it on the
bed, between the murderers and the body of
her landlord, and.exclaimed, ¢ If you kill him,
you shall first kill my chi’)d.” Among so many
crimes, it is« pleasure to record this instance of
humanity and heroism.

The terrorists marched through the faubourgs,
knocking at the doors of the protestants, and
publishing, w1th horrid 1mprecat10m, the arrival
of a royal ordonnancc, which commanded all
protestants to embrace the catholic faith and

declared that there should be but one religion

throughout the kingdom.. These reports, caleu-

lated to deccive the ignprant, and alarm the
timid, were accompanied with pompous con-
versions. Those of Serrasse, and Sequin, formerly
a violent Jacebin, were particularly distinguished.
The apostate published an account of his con-
version, or rather it was prepared for him, in
which he cclebrated three returns ; —his own
return’ to the bosom of the church; the return
of the pope to Rome; and the return of Louis
XVIIL to the throne of his ancestors. This
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absurd and fanatical compositien was profusely
distributed, and stuck up at the corners of the
streets.

The arrivalsof M. de Bernis and M. de Cal-
viéres, two of the deputlcs of the department,
presented another opportunity of tumuft and
rejoicing. The women of the Bourgades went
to meet them, having at their head the whippers,
la compagnie des Jouetteuses * Their gegtures,
manners, and vociferations made them resemble
furies; and the protestants, who were compelled
to behold them, shuddered with horror.

To such a people the tribunals were con-
tinually affording fresh occasions of tfiumph and
gratification: blood was their delight; and if
it must not be shed by their own hands, they
must, at least, see it flow at the hands of the
executioner. From these tribunalg the semblance
and the attributes of cquity were removed. In-
stead of justice, appeared a demon; the ‘sword
was exchanged for a dagger, the balance for a
bribe, and eyes unveiled shot malice and re-
venge.

A few days after thc scene described by
M. de Peret, July 15., “Francois Pémarier was
condemned to death, on the charge of having
fired at Nicolas, at Arpzullargues, in July, 1815.
The protestant peasantry were assembled at that _
period, to resist thé threatened attacks of the ™

® So called from their having been most active in whip-
ping and beating the protestant women with batoirs full of
nails.
0o
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catholic army ; «and religious enthusiasm ab-.
sorbed every other fecling. The pastors pre-
sented themselves to restrain the vengeance of
the protestants. One‘of them, M. Olive, not
being genlerally known, was seized by some of the
peasants as an enemy ; but no sooncr did they
learn that he was pastor of St. Chaptes, than
they embraced him, and, bursting into tears, ex-
claimed, “Ah! Sir, it is our religion they in-
tend to destroy, and for which we are deter-
mined to die.” *

Penarier is considered to have been innocent ;
and it is known that, at the moment Nicolas was
killed, Felifie, the principal witness against the
prisoner, enquired who had fired the shot. And
even supposing Penarier to have occasioned the
death of Nicolas, the event had occurred at a
period of civil conflict, when the royal govern-
ment was not established, and in consequence of
the vidlation of a convention on the part of the
deceased. But Pcnarjer was tried in the hall
where Truphémy appeared us a witness ; and he
was condemned. On the S1st August he was
executed ; Messrs, -Vincent and Tachard, pas-
tors of Nismes, accompanied him to the guillo-
tine. He.met his fate with Christian courage
and resignation, and died protesting his inno-
cence. His wife fell a sacrifice to grief for the
loss of her husband, and" their three orphan
chilren werc left entirely to the care of pro-

* See page 325.
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vidence, and chargeable to th& courts to the
amount of 1200.rancs, to wluch their father had
been sentenced.

In the sametmonth, Jul§ 1816, nine individuals
were condemned for an affair which took lace
in the same village, at the period of the capturc
of the Duke d’Angouléme. The disbanded
volunteers, marching throsgh the country with
their arms, in opposition to the terms ¢f the
treaty, attempted to enter the village by force,
and two of them were killed. *  Eight protest-
ants were sentenced to the gullotine, and one
to be marked with a hot iron and to the gallies
for lifte. They hcard their sentenc® with the
greatest calmness. They appealed to the Court
of Cassation, and to the clemency of the king.
His majesty commutel the punishment of
death for perpetual labour, in fgvour of three
of the applicants; and five, among whom were
two females, were ordered for execution. )

As soon as the information arrived, the pastors
hastened to the dungcons; in which, for months,
the prisoners had languished and groaned.
Though they were visited very frequently, they
learned, from the countenances of the-ministers
as they entered, all the truth, and perecived that
death was near. < We have long expected it,”
they exclaimed ; ¢ and you have prepared us for
it. We are not afrald to die.” To administer
more copiously to the appetite of the people, and

* See page 153,
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to consolidate tnore effectually the system of
terror, two spectacles were ordered, and the exe-
cutions were divided ; three were to take place
at Nismes, and two at Arpaillargues. Reboul,
Bregson, ‘and Dame Verdus, aged sixty-five, were
to be “executed at Nismes. The pastors, and
M. Roux, pastor of Uzes, shut ¢hemselves up
with them in their cels, to console their minds,
and prepare them for the solemn hour,  Their
efforts were crowned by the blessing of Heaven.
The unhappy protestants, accompaniced by two
pastors, ascended the scaflold, with a confidence
which the people at first considered mere arro-
gance, but which religion only could inspirc.
Dame Verdus was the first ; and she mounted
the guillotine singing those words of the 25th
psalm : ¢ Unto thee, O*Lord, do I lift up my
soul.  Omy God, I trust in theg, let me not be
ashamed ; let not mine enemies triumph over
me,” &c. &c. .
Reboul died, recommending his family to God,
and imploring for himse]f his grace and mercy.
Bresson, who was naturally ardent, began to
complain of the injustice of his lot, and of the
conduct of his perscctitors; but, on receiving
a look from his pastor‘s, who were at his side,
the murmurs expired on his lips, and he wel-
comed death, which he said he suffered for his
“religion, and prayed that his relatives and
. friemds who survived him might sec happier
days. He desired that some clothes he had left
in prison might be sent to his father, as the last
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expression of his filial attachment. ¢ Though
young,” said hg, I do not regret life ; I leave
the world with resignation, because I am confi-
dent that theeGod with whom my religion has
made me acquainted, will be more mefciful and
more just than those who have condemned”me
to this shameful death : but I feel for my aged
father, who depended one me, and has no one
left for his support.” These executions took
place on the 24th of September, 18165 and, in
the course of a few weeks, Trestaillons and
his satellites had the gratification of secing four
protestants perish, as ariminals, on the scaffold
of Nismes. .

The revolutionary arrangements of the ma-
gistrates had not merely divided the executions,
but separated the femueles, so that the death of
a woman might increase the tragic interest of
each scene, and brutalize, if pOSS.lble, still more
the cruel agents of persecution. The widow
Boucoiran, and Boisson, seventy-eight years of
age, were ordered to Arpaillargues, on the night
of the day on which their unfortunate com-
panions had suffered at Njsmes. Before they
set out, the widow Boucoiran requgested her
companion, and all who*were preseqt, to unite
with her in devotion. Slie then kuelt down,
and offered an affecting prayer, suited to her
dreadful situation, * and afterwards sung the=
51st psalm: ¢« I{ave mercy upon me, O kord,
according to thy lovipg-kindness; according unto

oo 3
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the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions,” &c.

M. Tachard, pastor of lemes, and M. Roux,
pastor of Uzés, accompanied these prisoners in
the_voitlire; and, during a journey of four
leagué.:, the conversation was wholly occupied
with religious subjects. As they passed the
town of Uzes, the steeple of the protestant
church met their eyes. ¢ Blessed temple!”
exclaimed Boucoiran, *where I loved so much
to worship, I shall never see you more; but I
shall go to onestill more glorious in heaven,
and angels will conduct me there.” At the sight
of a mill en the road, she requested that the
miller might be paid for some flour, for which
she was indebted. 'When the voiture arrived at
the village of Arpaillargves, ¢ Here I am about
to die,” she said, ¢ before my own house: my
children are, perhaps, there concealed; and 1
must leave the world without giving and receiv-
ing one embrace. Ah! this is, indeed, painful
to a mother’s heart ; but the will of the Lord be
done.” Looking round, she continued, * Every
thing in nature dies,— trees, flowers, all perish.
We are like flowers ; why should not I die also?
But when I am no mbre, watch over my chil-
dren: let them, I 'bescech you, be well in-
structed in religion, that they may find it sup-

*port them, as it has supportéd me, and as it now
supports me in my last trial. Make them learn
the catechism thoroughly, and let them be
taught trades, that they may gain an honest



. EXHORTATION OF M. ROUX. 567

livelihood, and be placed above the temptation
of abandoning their religion.”

At the f'oot of the scaﬁ'old M. Roux addressed
an exhortatiop to the cogdemned, which deeply
impressed not only them, but many svho were
collected to witness and enjoy the exegution.
A few sentenges were collected. < You are now,”
said he, ¢ arrived at the ¢nd of your melancholy
journcy. On this spot you are to be executed.
Listen, for the last time, to the voiece of a
pastor, who, with decp affliction, witnesses the
death of the members of the flock committed to
his care; but who will esteem himself most
happy, if, by the help of the Lord, he be made
instrumental to their salvation. It is not the
scaffold, on which you are about to receive an
casy death, a death which you will scarcely feel,
that should inspire you with terror ; itis the idea
of the tribundl of the Supreme Judge, before
which you must immediately appear. Ypu have
but a fcw moménts to live ; but connected with
these remaining momests is your eternal hap-
piness or woc. Impléw them ; hear nothing,
observe nothing that passes :uound you; regard
only the cross on which your Savigur hung and
expired. Hear him say to a malefactor who
dicd by his side, ¢ This day thou shalt be with
me in paradise.” If you supplicate with the
same ardour, he will bestow on you the same
grace; and if, after his example, you haye for-
given, and now forgive, he will forgive you.
"Though you should be innocent of the crimes of

00 ¢
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which you are gccused, you are still great sii-
ners before God. Fall, then, at his paternal
feet ; let your hearts soften at the remembrance
of the death and blood.of his son 3and, covered
with that precious blood, say to him, ¢ Divine
Jesus, we have no hope but in thee; it is from
thy death alone that we hope for life. Thou
didst not come into qur world to save the just,
but the unjust. Save us, then, O Lord, so that
when we are dead to this world, we may live to
thee. We fear thy justice; but thinc infinite
mercy encourageg us. Socicty rejects us, all
abandon us ; but thou, tender friend, receive us
to thy breagt. There we cast ourselves, with
perfect confidence. Wash in thy blood all our
sins ; apply to us all the merit of thy sacrifice.
Cleanse our souls from all their impurity and
stains, take them to thyself, and introduce them
" to-the heavens, ‘where thou cternilly livest and
reignest. In this sweet and consoling hope we
present our bodies to the stroke of the exe-
cutioner,” ”

At the conclusion of this prayer, M. Roux
raised the widow Boucoiran, and conducted her
on to the scaffold, which she ascended with an
energy and fortxtudc alsogether above her sex.
Her resignation, the prayers which she offered,
with an unaltered tone, for her own salvation ;
tbe forgiveness of her enemies, which she rc-
peatedly pronounced, astonished and affected
many of the spectators. Till the moment that
the instrument of death severed the head from
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her body, the voice of prayer was heard to issue
from her lips. , Her pastor prayed, also, beside
her, till she had passed into dn eternal world ;
and then, covered with her blood, he prayed for
her companion, Boisson, who also ascended with
a firm step, pardoned his persecutors, iffplored
the grace of God, and resigned himself to death
with a calm and digniﬁed confidence, of which
the multitude had never beheld an example.

The bodies remained some time on the spot ;
and no one would assist in their interment.
M. Roux would not quit them. He procured
two protestants, who were in the village, and,
aided by some persons ordered to tht service by
the adjunct of the mayor, they conveyed the
corpses to two holes, which had been prepared
the night before.  Allthe consideration and im-
portance of M Roux was necessary to restrain
the brutal malxgmty of wretches, who, not satis-
fied with exulting in the execution of the un-
fortunate, longed for the gratification of insult-
ing their lifeless remaing.

The widow Boucoirgn left four orphan chil-
dren 3 the eldest, a girl of thirteen years of age,
was tthWll into prison,*charged with a capltal
crime, and brought béfore the cowr d’assises,
with an old man, eighty ycars of age. While in
prison she was scparated from her mother, who
was not permitted*to see her child before her
death, and exposed to numerous inducemehts to
renounce the religion in which she had been
cducated, and embrace the catholic faith.
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Many other protestants were prosccuted and
condemned, for the same aflair of Arpaillargues.
Three were condemned to death for contumacy,
two to the gallies for life, and three to prison for
five years.  Bertrand, the author of all the events
for which so many protestants suffered, was ac-
quitted ! But Bertrand was a good catholic !

Had Trestaillons, Quatretaillons, Truphémy,
Boissin, and their associates, endured the pe-
nalty of their aggravated crimes, it might have
becn presumed that witnesses were free, juries
pure, judges impartial, and the protestants
guilty ; but while those monsters were not only
certain of émpunity, but treated as innocent,
every just and rcasonable mind must conclude
that witnesses were suborned, juries corrupt,
judges partial, and the protestants unjustly con-
demned. In fact, thetrue character of the sut-
ferings and exccutions of the protestants was
proclaimed in the liberation and the triumph of
the infamnous Trestaillons. This wretch, when
arrested by General Lagarde, was conveyed to
Montpellier, to prevent his rescuc by the people.
The next day an immense multitude demanded
his liberativn at the hands of the general, by
whose orders he had been arrested. Disap-
pointed in their application, the catholic priests
of Nismes, and persons of the highest rank, be-
tame their advocates, and ‘solicited from the
Duke &’ Angouléme himself this special favour.
« Leave to the tribunals the assassins and in-
cendiaries,” was the answer of the prince. The
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hero of the catholics was conveyed from Mont-
pellier to Lyong, before a judge of instruction;
and there some protestant rtfugees were im-
prisoned for insulting him, by expressing their
hope of his merited punishment. Frbm Lyons
he was gent to Riom to be tried ; but the'trial of
Trestaihons was not to take place he was not
deemed suf7iciently guilty to be brought before
the cour d’assises, nor the chamber of accusation
of the Cour Royale ; for the first court, ‘the tri-
bunal de premicre instance, decided that there
was not cven ground for prosecution. The
terror which subdued the protestants pre-
vented the appearance of a single witness. And
this was not all; in the absence of witnesses
against the criminal, there were produced in his
favour the certificates of persons of the first
consequence, and even of pubhc functionaries, .
soliciting his liberation, and representing him as
a good roy ahst, carried away by zcal,« but de-+
serving all the interest of honnétes gens. De-
(and mnocent, w1thotlt cven the sca,ndal of a
trial, Trestaillons lcturnul to Nismes, amidst the
acclamations of an unmens(, multitude, who rent
the air with shouts of «¢ The king.at' the Bour-
gades is arrived.”*  HMis majesty yeceived the
homage of many hundreds of catholics, and re-
turned his visits, dressed in the uniform of the
national guard, and with a sabre under His
arm. .

* In patois, Lou rey deis Bourgades ¢s arriva.
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As for Quatretaillons, after his arrestation, a
deputation of the principal inhabitants of Uzes
solicited his restoration to liberty, and the autho-
rities interested themselves warmly«in his favour,
Witnesscs‘were equally afraid to appear against
him,’ asvagainst Trestaillons, and he wag.found
too good a citizen to be exposed to th ordeal
of the bar. Persons .of distinction welcomed
him to their houses, and onc of them appointed
him hi§ garde-chasse. ‘T'ruphémy, so far from
being disquieted, was admitted to give evidence
against the friends and brethren of the protest-
ants he had pitilessly myrdered ; and was ac-
quitted of the guilt of a robbery, which he
acknowledged in open court.

Boissin, whom a royal ordonnance had de-
clared without protector.or fricnd in Nismes,
“ lived peaceably during many months at four
leagues distance; and, at length, fully assured
by his fiends, he consented to give himself to
Justice,”” or to use the words of the mayor,
« audaciously suffered himsclf to be arrested at
four leagues distance, after having had the hap—
piness to escape the vengeance of public jus-
tice ; thus braving the laws, and the authority
charged with_their execution.”

Every thing was arrdnged under the direction
of the Société Royale, at ‘the Café Bolze, to
render the trinmph complete. The trial was
delayed till February 1817. Witnesses in num-
bers were procured, and regularly instructed,
and the jury were carefully selected. M. Bar-
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agnon, counsel for the prisontr, was major of
the national guard, in wlucll his client was
aexjeant.

Boissin adknowledged that he tirgd a pistol
at the general, but prétended that it was in Jaw-
ful defence. The hall was crowded to’eXxcess,
and the witrfesses for or against the assassin
were received by shouts of dxsappmbatlon or
applause. .

The declaration of General Lagarde stated,
that the populace whom he cndeavoured to dis-
perse amounted to several thotisand persons.

The officers of the garrison deposed, that the
mobs before the doors of the terhple, in the
streets and on the open places around, were
composed, according to the extent of the spot
of one, two, three and Jour .thousand persons.
One of these.officers stated that, to protect the
protestant ladies, as they left the place of wor-

ship, he was obliged to make them refire into’

the first house, and place himself at the door
with his drawn sword.to prevent the mob from
pursuing them. He added, that the colonel of
the gendarmerie, apploached him in a rage, and
said, * You are not a .PlOteStdllt you have no
business here ; retire.” | .

Maignard, a compmissary of police, declared
the mob consxsted of sizteen hundred persons.
Another commissary of police estimated it at
one hundred and fifty persons, and a third swore
that he visited all the neighbourhood of the
temple, and that there were not more than
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JSifteen or sivicen persons assembled.  This wit-
ness united with M. Vidal, son ofithe celebrated
commissary general of police, and captain of the
company in which Bvissin was “serjeant, in
attesting the moral character of Boissin, and
dec]armtr that he would not have fired at the
gencral, had he not received personal injuries,
and been compelled te defend himself. ¢ Ob-
serve the following circumstance in this famous
process,” says M. Madicr de Montjau, one of the
» judges. ¢ In answer to the charge of premedi-
tation, DBoissin pretended that he carried the
pistol in question always about him, for his own
safety. — ¢ By whom was it menaced ?* enquired
the procureur général. < By the protestants, my
enemies,’ replied Boissin, amidst shouts of Vive
le Roi from the people. —* ¢ You could not have
«feared the protestants, disarmed and fugitives,
whotrembled at the mere sight of the uniform you
‘wore as Serjeant of the national guard ?’ — The
objection was weighty. Boissin was embarrass-
ed and silent ; but his advocate, who has since
been the advocate of Tyuphémy, desirous of
destroying the bad impression produced by the
confusion of* his client,“cxclaimed, ¢ I allow
that after the hundred’days, thc enemies of
legitimacy (observe the, words ; the enemies of
legztzmac:y) in a moment of alarm, left Nismes
in"great numbers ; but they sbon returned, and
in Notember they displayed their wonted au-
dacity, though they had not yet dared to open

their temples.’
18
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“ At these words, the speake» was interrupted
by a sort of flattering acclamation. The fearful
auditory who filled the court "was scized with
enthusiasm, at hearing all the protestants out-

raged by those genericeterms, ¢ The ulemles of

legitimacy had recovered their audacity, cthouah
they had not-dared to open their temples.” 1
requested the president ¢o suspend the sitting,
that the court might hecar an important demand
which I felt it my duty to make. I entered
with my colleagues into the council chamber
amidst a frightful tumult.

¢ < What you have just heard, gentlemen,’ said
I, is at once an insult to the protestants, and a
provocation against them. In existing circum-
stances we owe them special protection ; and I
demand public apology for this outrage.
Against this opinion, the agltatlon of the mmds

of men, and the danger of an insurrection were
urged, and it was proposed to send forrthe ad-
vocate, and admonish him in the chamber of
council : in fact, he ap.pealed and expressed his
regret, that such plrases had: inadvertently
escaped. I replied, that .the assurances given
by the advocate would* not efface a.fault com-
mitted before the auditdry ; and I declared that
T would not resume my’ seat, if public repar-
ation were not immediately made. My ob-
stinacy, if so theyare pleased to call it, excited
fresh debates, which continued two hourss; and
during the discussion, 1 was informed that hor-
rible menaces were uttered against me, and that
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the people wonld not let me leave the palace
alive if this incident occasioned the adjourn-
ment of the trial of a wretch, whose acquit-
tal had been promised. them for.that day. 1
was not o be intimidated ; I announced, that
in ap Jour. I would undertake to leave the
palace, and set out for Paris, to inform the
keeper of the seals of the motives which had
determined me to quit the court.

¢« Al length, the advocate, major of the na-
tional guard of 1815, consented to pronounce
in public the apology that I required, and thus
addressed the court. ¢ ] beseech the court to
attribute only to the warmth of extemporary
speaking, the expressions that escaped me
against an estimable part of’ our fellow-citizens.
Among them there may have been partisans of
the usurper; but’it would be unjust to accuse
~ the whole, for the fault of some.’’

¢ I resumed my seat, and had the happiness to
witness the expiation of the gréat scandal that
had been given, to the" protesants. 1 saw that
atrocious populace, whose boldness had been
fortified by long impunity, obliged to hear the
eulogies of men who to that day had been aban.-
doned to its insults and &s fury.

¢ The friends of Bvissin were confounded ;
silence and consternation siicceeded to menaces,
avd the acquittal of the assassin was necessary
to revive in them sufficient hardihood, to pro-
fane again the sanctuary of justice with their
cries of ¢ Vive le Roi.” »



ACQUITTAL OF BOI3SIN. 577

When the proceedings weresconcluded, the
president propoged to the jury ten questions,
which they answered in a few niinutes.

1. Is Boissin guilty of resisting with vmlence
and arms, . the public . force, acting’for the
maintenance of the laws and the orders of® the
authority ? No.

2. Has he taken part in« rebelljous meeting
of more than twenty persons? No.

3. Did he carry arms concealed? No.

4. Is he guilty of wilfully wounding a public
agent in the exercise of his duty, and of oc-
casioning illness, from which has resulted loss of
labour during morc than twenty days? No.

. Have the wounds in question the charac-
ter of' murder ? No.

6. Were they made with premeditation ? No.

7. Similar to the fourth? No.

8. Is he gullty of any attempt at murder with
premeditation ? No. .

9. Is he gmlty of any act of rebellion, &c.?
No.

10. Is it proved that Boxssm acted under pro-
vocation of blows, or violence exercised against
his person, without legicimate motive, by an
agent of the public forcd in the exescise or on
occasion of the exercise of his functions? Yes.

This reply, which concluded the verdict, com-
pleted the enthusiastm of the populace. It not”
only exculpated the assassin, but inculpated® the
victim. The president pronounced the acquit-
tal of Boissin. The mayor promised his liber-

PP
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ation at the cxpiration of twenty-four hours.
The people enjoyed their triumph, danced faran-
doles, and shouted ¢ Vive le Roi ! @ bas les gril-
lewrs.” . .

The drdonnance of the king had declared
¢ that if such a crime committed on the person
of his commandant were to remain unpunished,
there would be neither public order nor security ;
and the magistrates would be guilty of not en-
forcing the laws. The catholic royalists thought
diffurently, and they proclaimed, by the honours
paid to Boissin, that contempt for the royal an-
thority was the best proef of loyalty to the king.
A subscription was opened for the benefit of the
murderer, and he reccived a sum about equal to
that which had been offered for his appre-
hension. .

It was impossible for the most incredulous
and prejudiced any longer to resist the evidence
of the-existence of a consplra(,y, under the name
of religion and loyalty, whicli was equally dan-
gerous to the cause it professed to promote and
that which 1t-d(,tclmmul to persecute.

Thosc agents of, the government who were
not cntirely devoted to-the persccuting faction,
were compelled to expfress their disgust and in-
dignation at the system which had so long and
so cruelly afflicted the départment of the Gard.

“The day after the trial, M: Bernard, procurcur
général of the king, who had been chosen for
his decided royalism, to replace M. Cavalicr
driven from his post by the enemies of the pro-
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testants, wrote to his friend M. Madier de Mont-
jau senior, Conseiller to the Cour Royale of Lyons,
the following letter :

¢« My dear Friends .

« I have held the assizes in the affair 6f Bois-
sin, the assasin of La Garde. It has had the
most detestable result ; for the assassin, avowing
his crime, has been fully acquitted. You cgnform
no idea of the intrignes employed by the party,
calling itself royalist, to save this great crimi-
nal : the interest which they took in him arose
from his being a royalist, and his having fired at
the officer who protected the opering of the:
protestant temple.

«¢ This wicked conduct will involve, at least
so I fear, this city in endless calamities. I
could tell you many things tha{ have occurred
in this affair, but as they would not be honour-
able for the actors, I canmot trust my bbserv-
ations to a letter ; besides your son, who is full
of courage and of hogour, wilt communicate
with you himself. I have done*my duty. I
have thundered against the cnormity of the
crime and the criminal ;" so that I -am, in the
eycs of the party called Toyalist, only a jacobin,
who has preserved to this moment his disguise.
Such is this country ! Iam not afflicted at what
concerns me persoally, but at the wickedness
itsclf, and at the pain which the king will ex-
perience, who in his ordonnance said, ‘¢ An
atrocious crime has polluted our city of Nismes,

rr 2
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if it is not punished, there will be neither order
nor government.” And it is rot only unpu-
nished, but it has been decided that Boissin
acted in Jawful defence ; that is to say, that the
general attempted the hfe of Boissin, by giv-
ing Him some strokes with ‘the flat of his sabre,
because he insolently refused to retire,”and that
Boissin did right to «fire at him. — My blood
runs cold at hearing such principles !
¢ This city is not fit to hold tribunals. Justice
is not free here, especially under the controul
of magistrates without energy ; and for my part
I desire heartily to be-immediately removed,
though thotoughly disposed not to abandon, good
principles, but to defend them at any price to
the last.
¢ Adicu, dear friend,
. * BErNARD.”

Another catholic magistrate, of the Cour
Royale, wrote 1mmed1ately after the trial as
follows: —  « .

¢« They have gloriously acquited Boissin to
the cries of Vive le Roi! 1 give you my honour
that a catholic of considerable influence in the
national guard said senously this morning, that
if Bmssm were acquitted, as was most probable,
‘General Lagarde would pay dearly for the time
he had been detajned in prison. The procureur
général displayed on this occasion firmness and
talent; but how could one expect any other result
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from a jury composed by such % prefect? The
crowd were qufet, till they wege excited by the
noise of two thousand persons, which the hall
could not ‘contain. It threatened toséverturn
the palace. A farandole was commenced on 4he
esplanade. When the procureur requu'ed the
detention of Boissin, till it was known, if there
was any other charge agaihst him,*he was hissed
and hooted. The tumult was terribla To-
morrow he will walk between Truphémy and
Trestaillons. When one thinks of these iniquit-
ous trials, and on the condemnations, or rather
the butchery of Arpaillagues, mnothing can
astonish ; and it requires a strong mind to resist
either fury or despair. You can form no idea
of the sufferings of the persecuted protestants.
How many have I seen weep as they have said
to me, ¢ You afe deceived, or you deceive us —
before the revolution we had no temple, and our
lot was supportable ; but now we are apparently
tolerated, we are in fact gbandoned to more hor-
rible calamities; and the-tribunals—the tribunals
for the last eighteen months ! I am ashamed
of myself. How can one’be an uprlght and
courageous magistrate, and by one 's presence
appear to sanction such iniquity? ~ The hope of
preventing cvil has alenesdetained me; at least
I know all, and I am prepared to expose thejyr
manceuvres and intrigues. The jury have been
selected and re-selected. Boissin was sen-
tenced to be hung in 1782 or 1783 in the Ar-
rer 3
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déche; but coufd they hesitate between him
and General Lagarde ?” o

The miinister of justice denounced the verdicts,
and.annulled the decision'of the Cour d’ Assizes;
but thi¢ proceeding, though it proved the ille-
gality of the decree, disturbed in ho respect the
authority of the vote 0f the jury; and Boissin,
though, invited by the mayor to absent himnsclf
from Nismes, remained at liberty.

The government itself could no longer de-
cline to act, without compromising both its dig-
nity and its reputation, At length M. D’ Arbaud
Jouques, préfect of the Gard, under whose ad-
ministration so many plots had been matured,
50 many crimes committed, so many innocent
persons persecuted for their religious profession,

* and so many crjminals pampered »nd protected,
was dismissed from his office ; an office which
he had‘held with dishonour to himself and mi-
sery to the department This was a concession
to publlc opinion in France and in Europe; a
concession highly honourable to the protestants,
so long calumniated and so cruelly oppressed.

It may be conceived, 'from the result of this
trial, what must have been the general spirit of
the local administration, and to what number-
less and nameless acts of injustice and persecu-
tlon the protestants had every moment to submit,
even ‘when their houses were not sacked and
burnt, and their lives hourly immolated. The



¥ STATE OF THE PROTESTANTS. 583

hand of arbitrary power was f8lt when it was
not visible ; every part of the social circle was
cither broken or compressed. It is hardly pos-
sible for a publlc officer to Icave in thesphere of
his administration n}ore solid monuments of in-
capacity and injustice.

The rich protestants, both manufacturers and
agriculturists, had suffered immense losses. 'The
interruption of their commerce and their occu-
pations, the neccssary abandonment of their
homes, the destruction of their harvests and
cstates, the demolition of their houses, the
repeated robberies and extortions of licentious
mobs, and the partial and despotic *assessments
of the Constituted Authorities, had impaired in-
calculably their fortuncs. One fact alone will
display the truth of thcsc assertions.

The French government had mecourse to a sort
of forced loan of one hundred millions of francs
to meet the claims of the Allied POWCIS, after
the sccond restoration of the Bourbons in 1815,
In the department of the Gard,. .the assessment
was made with an inighitous partiality above all
description.  Two lists of contributors were
tormed ; one of landeds plopnetms and another
of capitalists and tradesmen. In the former it
was difficult to introcucd an arbitrary altera:.:on,
and the assessment, was made by the administs.
tion of public contributions. On the sgcond,
the most shameful and revolting injustice was’
cxercised ; and the protestants were compelled to
submit, and dared not even complain.

pr 4
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The entire list of all the individuals taxed,
with the sums paid by each, and the necessary
explanations, would occupy too great a space
without~@x6iting particular interest. But a few
insgances from this list will demonstrate the
auddcivy with which the property of respectable
citizens was illegally appropriated.

M. Fornier.Clausonne, Conseiller of the Cour
Royale of Nismes, and the only protestant in
that court, was taxed 3437 francs (£143. ster-
ling) ; and this sum nearly equalled the amount
levied on the whole Cour Royale, composed of
thirty catholic magistrates. M. de Forton, who
was president at that period, is himself far richer
than M. Fornier Clausonne, and is, in fact, one
of the richest inhabitants of the department.

Messrs. Murjag, merchants and catholics, of
Nismes, are uniyersally known to ke much richer,
both as proprietors and cdpitalists, than Messrs.
Vincert de Villars, protestants, ~Messrs, Vin-
cent were, however, taxed 8250 francs (#£333.
sterling,) and Messrs. Murjas were only liable
for the sum of 825 francs (#£34. sterling.)

Messrs. Rodier, protestants of Anduzc, whose
property consists principally of estates, were
asséssed to the amount of 18,000 francs (£749.
sterling), while M. Dumegrlet, catholic, of the
same town, and of nearly equal fortunc, was
only taxed 80 francs (#£3. 6s. 8d.) The same
proportion was observed on an amount of 400,000
francs. '
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While the rich were thus rhpaciously plun-
dered, the poorer classes were plunged into the
greatest misery, and were deprived of all the
ordinary sources of alleviation and supgort.

Their looms, their tools, their cattle, their fur-
niture, their habitations, their produce, dnd the
little savings of economy on industry, all were rav-
aged and destroyed, — orpHlans andewidows claim-
ed the succour of relatives who were themselves in
mourning and distress, — multitudes in prison
and exile not only endured every sort of indig-
nity and privation, but entailed on their families
the persecution and crielty of the magistrates,
by whom they ought to have been prbtected and
relieved, — their employers were either catholics
who dismissed them, or protestants who had fled
for the safety of their hves The wealthy had
sustained sucheinjury in their fostune, that their
charity was necessarily more limited as the occa-
sion for its exercisc was more urgent ; and the
relief of suffering protestants was even considered
as evidence of conspiracy against the altar and the
throne. The Cousistoty was deprived of its re-
sources, its system was gleranged, and its oper-
ations were suspended. «The deacons were, 110
longer able to dispense to ¢he expecting sufferer
the wonted portion of fdod and raiment. Com-
plaint was even denied to the wretched and the
destitute ; it could only irritate their enemies
and aggravate their woe.

Under this accumulation of poverty, cha-
grin, terror, and sickness, all their supposed ex-
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pedients were diminished or annihilated. 1lere
also one instance may suﬂlce.

There are two hospltals at Nismes; one for
the sicky and another for foundlings and for the
aged and infirm. A couhcil, composed of catho-
lics and protestants, supcrhxtends the finances;
but the internal regulations, and the management
of the patients, is altfiost entirely abandoned to
the nuus. '

The protestants pay nearly half the revenue
derived from the municipal funds, and they
have thcref'me a right to all the advantages ol
these establishments, without being wpoch to
cruel and énjust persecutions for their religion,
or being tormented in the agonies of dcath.
Alas ! instances of persecution and cruelty con-
tinually occur and will occur, while all the ser-
vice is devolved on nuns bound by the vows and
rules of their congregations to destroy heresy
and propagate by all means the.catholic faith.

When the pastors visit the sick of their flock,
they are denicd access ; ¢he nuns pretend not to
know the patlents, no mformation can be ob-
tained, and it is absolutely necessary for the
relatives wlio convcyuf them, to conduct the
pastor to thie very foof of their beds. At other
times, they are told thaw the patient has not asked
f;or them, will not see them, is become catholic,
and has confessed. The pex severance of the
pastor has led to the discovery of a sufferer who
welcomed him as an angel of God sent to strength-
en his resistance to a thousand cruel efforts to
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obtain a pretended conversion.® The pastors
scarcely ever visit the hospitals without hearing
bitter complamts.

An old man, upwards of sixty yearsgbf age,
was in the last extremity’.  Several nights he was
tormented to change his religion, and hi$ situ-
ation becamc $o insupportable that he deter-
mined to withdraw. His friends, *though indi-
gent, received him.  He was in a dying state
when the pastor visited him. The struggles of
his mind, and his painful removal, occasioned
delirium, and while the consolations of the
Gospel were addressed ‘to hLim, he t\hought he
heard only the discourses of his persecutors, and
exclaimed continually, ¢ Leave me ; leave me ;
I will dic a protestant; I will not become a
catholic.”  One female was so solicited and re-
proached as a heretic, th.lt she was often obliged
to leave her bed in the night, undressed. beveral
others complained of blml]dl violence and in-
ducements on the part ofthe nups.

All the foundlings and orphans are educated
as catholics, though théy are known to belong
to protestant families. A fainily was refused the
restoration of two girls, selcly on the pretence of
their not having made their first communion in
the catholic church. » °

The poor protestants could not, under these
circumstances, endure the idca of entering the
hospitals, and preferred aggravated sufferings
and even want.  Thus, while the catholics in
the hospitals amount to two and three hundred,
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the number of protestants, who form a large
third of the population, has nevey been more than
ten or fifteen, and during the last years has not
exceedil two or three.

The same principle of evil pervaded every part
of the'administration, and every rank and cvery
relation of society. Iivery protestant was ejected
from public office. The aged postmaster (poste
auxchgvaur) was displaced, and after many years’
respectable service, could not obtain from the

-mayor a certificate of his good conduct. A pro-
testant prisoner could find no register of his crime
or his confinement in the records of his prison. A
protestant éwidow could obtain no attestation of
the murder or interment of her husband ; aninstru-
ment necessary to the civil rights of her offspring.
But it would be hopless to trace the mischief’: it
was every whege. The prefect, .with whom all
this was identified, was dismissed ; and there was
at least the chance of improvement from the
change. It was not without an cffort that
the friends of' the Masquis D’Arbaud Jouques
suffered him ‘to depart.e The character of his
successor was not satisfactory ; and it was hardly
probable they could b:c favoured with another
prefect as perfectly adapted to their system, and
as instrumental to their success.

Though the prefect was removed, the inferior
maglstrates and agents still remained ; and before
they could be dlSleCCd it was deemed expedxeut
by the Societé Royale, to employ them in taking
vengeance on the protestants, and exciting #
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tumult in the Gard, which migh¢ render the re-
turn of their Iate chief apparently necessary.
Emissaries were dispatchedin different directions,
as far as St. Ambroix in-one extremitypof the
department, and the Herault on the other, to
circulate reports and provoke disturbances.s. ‘The
tri-coloured flag was announced as raised in the
protestant communes. Thonew prgfect, alarmed
and sensible of his responsibility, put the troops
in motion.  Vezenobre, Gencrac, St. Gr‘enies,
Codognan, Mus, Aiguevives, Gajan, Blauzac,
Beauvoisin, St. Hyppolite, &c. were the scenes
of confusion and violence. To cnter into all
the details of this attempted insurreqtion would
be too tedious. One or two instances will ex.
pose the mnaturc of thesc iniquitous proceed-
ings. At St.Genies, a shepherd presented himself
at the mayoralty to apprize the mayor that a tri-
coloured flag was flying on a pop'lar tree in the
country. He caonfessed that he had net seen
any assemblage of pegsants ; and the examination
was concluded by his agknowledging that he had
hoisted it himself! , .

The mayor of Generac had ordered all the in-
habitants to shut themselves up in their houses
at cight o’clock at night, and posted national
guards on the public place’to maintain tranquil-
lity. In the middle of the place is a well, ar-
ranged for the watering of cattle; but it hatl
been for some time out of order and useless.
About three o’clock in the morning, a woman
whose son was in the guard, went to this dry
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well to water her horse, though she usually made
use of onc on her own premises.  In spite of
the darkness of the night, she discovered on
the topof the pump an old petticoat with red
and blue stripes, to which had been attached
some white fringe. She ran to the post, and
alarmed the national guard, the générale was
beaten, and the comenandant set off to Nismes
to inform the authorities that the standard of
revolt was raised. The provost, the judge, and
the general, accompanied by a military force,
repaired to Generac, where they were soon satis-
fied that the petticoat could not have been ex-
hibited, without the co-operation of the national
guard, and that the protestants, who were con-
fined to their houses after eight o’clock, could
have had no participativn in the pretended re-
volt. . .
Under the former prefect, and before circum.-
stances had permitted the truth to obtain some
circulation, these despicable attempts would
have deccived <he government, and have pro-
duced the mhost mischjevous results. It was
now too late: the .new prefect became ecach
day better-informed ; tlhec government had ample
experience-of his predécessor, and M. D’ Argout
was permitted to prpmise protection to the
protestants, and peace to the department.
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The administration of M. & Argout, which
commenced in the spring of 1817, marked a
new cpoch in the affairs of* the protestants.
It will be necessary to.throw a hasty glance
over subsequent events, . i

The amelioration -was rather negative than
positive, but it was duly appreciated and grate-
fully reccived. Nationa] guards no longer
scoured the country pour chasser les Chrétiéns ;
but they were still armed ; their vicious organi-
zation still continued ; the protestants were still
excluded and still disarmed. The tribunals
ccased to sclect and pugsue the members of the
protestant churches, but proccediﬁ;cp and sen-
tences were still hanging over many; some
condemned to death, werc only saved by con-
ccalment ; others were suffering imprisonment,
and cvery species of privation ; and it was long
before the prefect gould effectually interpose
with the governmgent to reverse or mitigate the
judicial penaltiés pronounced by persecutors.
Protestants were not marderedeand plundered
in open day, but in ope.ﬁ day they were insulted
by the murderers of their relatives, and the
widows and orphans of the murdered were
unassisted — their property was lost, and their
trade ruined. The agents® of government were
not so wanton in their’ oppression, and so partial
in their authority, but the protestants were still
excluded from the places of profit and inflacnce
which they were qualified and entitled to pos-
sess. 'The persecuting faction was not insolently
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supreme, but the committee of the Café Bolze
was still organised, all its ramifications were
unbroken, and every arrangement was made to
profit hyv any circumstance favourable to the
resumption of absolute power.

Thus a sort of calm without security was
prolonged for several months ; the hatred of the
catholics was_not cqncealed, the anxiety and
depression of the protestants was evident, and
the prospect was dark and foreboding. The
government at length found it necessary to dis-
band the national guard, and to require the
surrender of its arms. ¢ It has been badly
formed,” wrote M. Lainé, then minister of the
interior, ¢ it has not opposed any of the excesscs,
and I am convinced that there will be neither
tranquillity nor freedom ef election in the Gard,
till after its dissolution.”

This important measure was' not effected
without difficulty. Instigated by their chiefs,
the « brave national guards” determined to re-
sist the royal aathority, and on the 2d of Au-
gust, they appeared at Alals in open insurrection.
The national guards of that town seized the
chests of muskets in store, broke them open
with hatchgts, and butnt them on the public
place; they proceeded to the fort, with the
intention of setting fire fo the magazine, and,
hud it not been for the arrival of a Swiss bat-
taliony the protestants had been massacred.
This movement was designed to draw the at.
tention of the prefect and the garrison from
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Nismes, that an insurrection *might have therc
cxploded, which would have, extended to the
whole department. ’lwcnty of the ringleaders
were arrestell, but the “terror was tod great at
the period of thelr trial (1819), to permrt of
their punishment.

This rebelltous resistance to the royal mandate
proved more strongly its*hecessity, and the dis-
solution was finally accomplished. The clections
were conducted without tumult.  The father-
in-law of M. de Cazes was appointed president
of the college, and he and M. Chabaud de la
Tour, a distinguished® protestant, were clected
deputies. By uniting a relative of the principal
minister with the representation of the depart-
ment, the government gave a pledge of its in-
tention to maintain th'e protestants in the exer-
eise of their rgligious and civil gghts.

The disarming of the national guards was,
after all, rather .rnomnnl than a real advantage.
T'hey surrendered, it is.true, the arms of the
government, but theres were still left to them
all those of which thoy had dopuvcd the pro-
testants, and which were equal in number to
those they resigned.  Their orgadization was
secretly maintained ; they were ptivately re-
viewed ; they preserved anuch of their terrible
costume, and with all their moral cousistency
undissolved, they displayed an impudence apd an
impatience which bespoke their confidence, and
their determination to recommence their attacks,

QQ
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whenever the opportunity should occur.* * Such
an opportunity was soon presented, in the ad-
dress of the chamber of peers, for a change in
the law ¢ clections, at' the beginhing of the
year-1819.  France was gener 1lly agitated ; but
in the Gard the apparent calm was suddonly
exchanged for the fury of the passions, and all
the precursors ef religious and civil war.

From numerous accounts of the scenes of
March, 1819, the following is preferred ; first,
for its comprchensiveness, and especially as it
bears the authority of an official communication.
It tormed part of a speech before the court of
Cassation aid the Keeper of the Scals, by M.
Madier de Montjau, judge of the Cowr Royal
of Nismcs.

¢ On the first.mention of an alteration of

Ll

* The ordonnance of the king for the dissolution of the
national guard appeared July 26th, 18]8. But though dis-
solved, on the 12th of August, a Jetter was sent to the in-
spector, by order of Monsieur, Comte d'Artois, of which the
following is an extract s — ’

« The pational “wuard has shown itself worthy of itself
to the last moement. Nonsieur expected nothing less
of this excellert corps. ‘Thearecollection of the last cry
which it uttered, will remain in the heart of his Royal
Highness, by the side of rnhe rcmembrance of its fine and
glorious conduct in 1815.”

The mayor wrote on the occasion to all the officers,
sub-officers and guards, a letter cqually laudatory of its good
and loyal conduct ; though that conduct had been so fla-
grant, that the minister of the interior said, ¢ There will be
no tranquillity in the department, till it is dissolved ; and
his Majesty had accordingly ordercd its dissolution.



IN MARCH, 1819, S5
the law of clections in 1819, «ll the chiefs of
the faction were in raptures, ,and their agents
were immediately in motion. M. ’Avgout had
passed  to afiother prcfecture; his phiccessor
had not arrived, and a Substitute held the office
in his absence. The Swiss troops, who' had
long been in garrison, were removed; the new
regiment had not enteredy and enly about 130
soldiers remained to insure the peace of Nismes
and the department.

Missionaries were sent into the communes to
excite sedition and tumult.  One of them, Bois,
a catholic royalist, of° Milhaud, was arrested by
the procurcur du roi, and it was préved on his
trial, that after several conferences with his
friend "Trestaillons, he went among the peasantry
crying < Jive Pempertur,” with the design of’
provoking soge expresSions which might be
charged on the protestants.

The men of 1§15 recovered their sanduinary
audacity.  Shouts,» proyocations and threats,
were heard in abundangé on the®Gth March, and
the oid national guardere-appeartd in uniforn.
On the 7th, the protestants were attacked with
stones and sticks, and® several were seriously
injured.  Some of the .riqtcrs were arrested ;
they were rescued, and all the night this triumph

s celebrated by horrible clamour.  Aggra-
vated outrages marked the following day. Mobs
of three thousand men paraded the bonlevards,
rending the air with the cry of ¢ Les Bourbons
o la mort” A sort of order was observed in

QQ 2
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these evolutions: the leaguers acted with a
frightful regularity, and in Nismes and  the
neighbouring villages, the most atrocious threats
publiclycannounced a vast and complete pro-
seription of the protestanis.

« Pyshed to cxtremitics by their persccutors,
these unfortunate citizens felt at length, that
they had only to chogse the manner in which
they were to perish.  They unanimously deter-
mined that they would die fighting in their own
defence. This firm  attitude  apprised  their
butchers that they could no longer murder with.
out danger. I cry thing  was immediately
ch:mgcd. 'hosc who, for four years, had in-
spired terror, felt it in return. They were cer-
rified at the force, which men, so long resigned,
found in despair; and their alarm was height-
ened when they heard that the mhalntants of
the Cevennes, informed cf the (Lll]“‘(‘l‘ of their
brethren, were marching to their aid.  But
without waiting for these reinforcements, on
the 9th of March, the protestants dl)])(‘ll(‘(i at
night in the same order, and armed in the same
manner, as their enemies.  The leaguers pa-
raded the houlevards wish their usual noise and
fury. The vrotestants Iemained silent and firm
in the posts thoy had Ch()scn Three days these
dangerous and portentous meetings continued
but th(-. cflusion of blood was prevented by th('
efforts of some worthy citizens distinguished by
their rank and fortunc. By sharing the dan-
gers of the protestant people, they obtained the
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pardon of an cnemy, who now trembled while
he menaced.

Unhappily fresh violences, committed in the
night of the 12th of March, on somy isolated
protestants, rekindled*in the mass all their in-
dignation. In the ‘midst of this frightfid agi-
tation, the procurcur général pressed me to re-
pair to the place where the protegtants concerted
their measures of defence. I feared that all
my entreaties would not induce them to abandon
their projects of vengeance. < Nobody can
calm them so well as you,” said the procurcur
general. ¢« Do not require it,”, said I, «if' I
do not succeed, the leaguers \ull yccuse me ol
exciting vengeance ; and i’ 1 do succeed, they
will denounce me as the chief of a party, and
ascribe my generosity to some secret motive.””
«“ A replied my friend, ¢ what significse
calimny and ingratitude. 7 am convinced, that
the firm and cqgdm eonduct of the prolestants has®
saved the department. I authorize you to inform
themy that I have aligady apprised the govern-
ment of this truth.  Conjure them not to injure
their cause.  You cannot better serve the king
* o

an(l humanity.”

¢ [ nolonger hcsltafcd to endeasour to Arrest
the most ]d\\flll 1es<‘m,;nem My remarks were
at first coldl_y received 3 but some of the unfor-
tunate persons, who lmd been condemned by®the
tribunals, and whose sentences had Deen re-
mitted by the king, exclaimed, ¢ Shall we forget
how M. Madier declared against our condemn-

Qe 3
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ation, and enlightened  the justice of the king.
It shall not be said that we were deat to the
voice of our defeitder.  Teli the procureur ge-
néral thyt he has judged impartially, that we
shall not trouble the department we have saved,
and thag we shall always be gencrous towards
our enemies, when they do not endanger our
lives. In fact, the meetings of the protestants
ceased that night.’

The danger was not, however, terminated.
The general commanding in the department
sent to Montpellier for a detachment of” troops 5
and the commandant of the 9th wmilitary division
dispatched them with the greatest expedition.
The leagucers, emboldened by the moderation of
the protestants, had become so outrageous, that,
on the 1ith, the troops weee obliged to charge
them with the bayonet.. Two were wounded,
and onc was killed. The first functionaries in-
formed the government, thet the situation of
Nismes was frightful, and that every moment
blood might flow in totrents. "The ministers
held a special ceuncil, direeted the new prefect
to set off instantly [or his post, dismissed several
of the local anthorities, and ordered troops, in
every dircctign, fo marth on Nismes.  The
ministry was now animated by a spirit very dif
ferent from that which tolerated the protracted
magsacres of the South 3 and ¢this cffort of ma-
lignity end fanaticism was not only abortive, but
returned upon its authors in exposure and dis-
grace.
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At length the veil was entirely removed,
and the truth avas clearly exhibited. It was no
longer the solitary voice of 4 virtuous deputy,
drowned in® clamour “and censure,y but the
solemn accents of M. de Serre, the Minister
of the King, the Keeper of the Scals, «and the
Minister of *Justice, that, from the height of
the tribune, resounded throughdirance. < The
ministers are  reproached,”  said he, |, ¢ with
mdiflerence to the pressing dangers of the
monarchy.  No; but it is otherwise they
have perceived the danger— the danger of
yiclding to thevattack of « party— the danger
of laying a rash hand on a law%(the law of
elections) to which the nation is attached, as
to the surcst ramparts of its liberties and its
rights ; the danger of' destroying the confi-
dence betwgen the wfonarch and his peoples
Why must 1 repel arrother odious reproach. The
augmentation ¢f the college of the department
of the Gard has been attacked, and one of its
deputies has been forged to prove that the mur-
ders committed the ,year befofe, had but too
justly prevented the attendance of the eclectors.
Immediately inattentibn and impunity were
charged upon the miﬁis.ters; confounding the
present ministers with,those who have retired.
[tis impossibﬁ: any longer to be silent, however
afilictive the scaidal. Let it be remembefed,
however, that the scandal is in the crimé) not in
the complaint, not in the voice of blood unjustly

QQ k
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s-pilt : this tribune ought not to be silent before
crimes so great. N

“ If membcns nad reflected on the state of
partles, ol their ramifications, thmr‘powcr, their
audacity, they would perceive that their spirit
could wiciate and paralyse tlre most noble organs
of the social order. Learn the result of the
efforts of the government, and appreciate the re-
proaches which it meets. I shall mention only
a few facts, but they are striking and notorious.
I shall make no reflexions.

¢ The general commanding at Nismes, in
the midst of a riot, plot(.ctcd with his person
and his swcuul public order, and the lives of
citizens. He is shot. The perpetrator of’ the
crime is seized ; the fact is certain and acknow-
ledged. The judge asks the following question.
.Was the homicide committed in a case of lawful
defence? The jury reply, »yes; and the crimi-
wal is aequitted. — Another geweral command-
ing at Toulouse, endeavouring to quell a tu-
mult, received a dangerous wound. He was
carried home, his murderers pursued him, en-
tered his house, and mangled him, yet living,
with a thousand blows. « They were tried. It
was argued in their favobr, that they could not
kill a man already mor tdlly wounded. Two of
them only were condemned, and that only to
11npr15mnneut. '

“ A snan whose horrible name it is painful to
utter, Trestaillons, and his associates, were pro-
secuted for several murders. The cause was
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sent before the tribunals of Riom, where it was
hoped justica would be more independent. It
was impossible to obtain the evidence of a single
witness aga#inst them.* They were fyozen with
terror.  The witnesses in their favour were
numerous.  Ior want of evidence, thesprisoners
were set at tiberty.

« I have done, and I-demand, ¢ Shall France
be delivered or not to the domination of a party ?
No, France repels such domination, she expects
trom it only oppression, shame, and calamity.”

M. le Comte de St. Aulaire, father-in-law of

the Duke de Caze:, acknowledged that the
clectors had been more numerowy in the Gard
on the last clections than the former, ¢ Dut,”
said he ¢ the reason is obvious: Before the
clections took place in 1815, numbers of de-

tenceless citizens were killed, in the streets af

Nismes, many houses were pillaged, and women
were outraged with equal indecency and bat-
barity.  The protestant clectors of the Cevennes
did not enter the .city; they regained their
mountains, and the glections wWere ﬁmshcd with-
out opposition.  Justices has not overtaken the
authors of these crintes.  The presence of mur-
derers shocks pubhc lll()ld.lb, and distres$es the
familics of t]u, muld(;lcd These men still ex-
erted themselves in the elections of 1818.”

‘The speech 6f M. de Serres was "the official
declaration of the ministry, aiid it left ncither
obscurity on the past, nor doubt on the future.
Trestaillons, who had defied opinion and

-
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justice, by exhibiting himsclf with his agents
ou all the public walks of Nismes, took the
alarm ; his friends *withdrew him from the pur-
suit of the miunister, and 'he fled. °

M. Cavalicr, who was dismissed in 1815 from
the important post of procurcur général was
appointed mayor of Nismes ; several other
mayors were replaced «by persons more calcu-
lated than their predecessors to inspire public
confidence, and the protestants began to hope,
that the march of the government would be
henceforth so decided and impartial as to gua-
rantec their sccurity and comfort. Alas! they
were again to‘be deceived.

The pergecuting faction was too deeply and
Lroadly rooted, to be eradicated by the ordinary
operations ot any governmeht. It still preserved
it; power; and the course of justice was still
perverted. The rebels against the public au-
thority at Alais, who had broken and burnt
the chests of the government, stolen its arms,
and insulted its officers, were @/l acquitted,
save one, and the jury only consented to find
him guilty, because they were informed that he
would be merely sentenced to the costs and the
surveillance of- the police.  Such was the re-
collection and the terror, of 1815 and 1816,
that the jury took care publicly to declare to the
crowd, before their verdict was returned, that
the prisohers should be acquitted.

Boudon, of Vigan, was arrested for having
attacked a protestant, and having wounded him
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with a knife; and the charg® was attested by
tour of" his friends. Not a doubt was entertained
ot’ the guilt of Boudon, but e was acquitted.

¢ The evil,” said the president of sthe court,
in his letter to the Mimister of Justice, ¢ is gueat,
it is immense, but'my efforts would be hiscless
to determine the government to the only re-
medies which can arrest itse progress. At
Nismes, I have nolonger hope of sugeess; it
scems that the faction redoubles its activity and
audacity, and cxtends its manceuvres in propor-
tion to the energy which it expects to meet in a
president. . ,

[ can no longer, I will no%longer, wit-
ness such  indignities. I will no longer be
cven the innocent occasion of a verdict similar
to that which has ‘ensured, the impunity of
Boudon, and which may be galled a proclam®
ation, designed to éncourage and recruit the
bands of Trestaillons and Truphémy, fdr a mo-’
ment alarmed.” -

T'wo of the most agtive comipanions of Tres-
taillons were arrested after the few crimes which
they endeavoured to commit in March, and were
tricd at Riom in Novelhbel ; Truph€my, for the
murder of M. Bourillon pn the esplanade, and
Servant, for the murder,of Lichaire. Encouraged
by the sp(,u,h of the Keeper of the Seals, and the
pledges given by the government, the ‘witnesses
appeared, and gave thur evidence with clearness
and courage.  Servant did not scruple to say
before the conrt, that they dared not have given
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such evidence at"Nismes. Both the criminals
were condemned to death. Their friends of the
Caf¢ Bolze discusSed the propriety of sending
an advocaie from Nismes to defend them ; but
they decided that it was nof the moment to buvc
the mihister of justice. The sentence of Tru-
phémy was annulled by the court of Cassation,
for informality ; -and h€ was again tried at Va-
lence in the department of the Isére. Some
months had elapsed, and the revival of the hopes
and courage of the catholics had commenced.
This time a subseription was opened, and catho-
lic ladies made-a collection’ for Truphémy. M.
Baragnon, nrijor of the national guard of 1815,
who had so successfully defended Boissin, the
assassin of’ General La Garde, was dispatched to
Valence to conduct the defénce.  The jury were
el composed, and they added to ‘heir verdict
of' guilty — ¢ of" the fact, but not of the inten-
fion !”” The cxertions of the catholics thus se-
cured the lite of Truphémy, and they openly
boasted, that he would obtain the royal pardon,
and that the acquittal of Servant would also have
been certain, had his ttial been dclayed.

Every meéans was now put in motion to
strengthen and stimulate the populace. On the
7th of January, 1820, one of their nightly com-
mittees was convencd, to arrange a secret n-
spection of their national guard, and to fill the
places of somec inferior officers. deceased. A
plan was adopted for the removal of the gar-
rison, and the dismissal of the mayor and pro-
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curcur général of Nismes.  Fortunately these
intrigues weresnot kept profoundly sceret. The
minister of war was apprized beforehand of the
period wherf the applitation would be made,
the obscure individaal by whom it weaadd
be presented, the eminent personage by Avhom
it would be supported, and the infamous rea-
sons on which it wouldsbe fognded. All ar-
rived, as foretold, and the minister promised
that nothing should be changed, nothing be
neglected, to ensure the tranquillity of the de-
partment.

At this moment the assassinatian of the Duke
of Berry, which threw Irance into cnsternation,
furnished a splendid occasion for the perse-
cutors to resume their bloody reign.  Their
chiefs at Paris forced *M. de Cyzes from the helm
of the state, and sent hih intocyile. At Nismes,®
the most horrible of all the monstcns of 1815
re-appeared trimmphant.  Trestaillons had fled®
after the spech of M, de Serre 5 he returned
after the 13th of Febryary, 1820. « Heis come
to avenge the death,of the pitnce,” cried his
troops, assembled on the Boulevards, —and on
whom? ¢ On the pibtestants!”-<As though
the protestants of thé Gard werc guilfy of
the crime of Louvel, , ¢ Why did not we make
an end of the race in 18152 ¢ Let us murder
these wretches 5 fheir blood will prodice rog'al-
ists I’ During several days, thes¢ crics wére con-
stantly repeated, and the instructions received
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tfrom Paris alones prevented scenes ol carnage.
The leaders once more preached patience and
aution, and  prisented promises and  hopes.
The delay was only to render more signal the
veygeanee of the people.

In “Jés state of affairs, when there appeared
only the alternative of destruction or conflic,
Providence, whq seeretly and perfectly arranges
the vicissitudes of the social world, sent an in-

* « The 17th of February, the news of the death of the
Duke of Berry arrived at Nismes; but, amidst the genevad
grief, an atrocious joy was manifest among those who cal
culated on the effect of the crime. In the course of the
18th, ¢ dircaley, NouSd,, was received {rom the connnittee
at Paris; among other thinge, it said, « Be ocither sar-
prized nor alaned ; though the event of the 13th, has not
produced the instant fall ol the favourite; act as though he
was already overthrowi; we will tear him from the post if
ey do not consent tp banish him.  In the jmean time, or-
ganize y(mrx’clvus; instractions, orders, and money, will not
e wanting,” .,

These directions were tmplic .tlyinllnwvd and the attituwde
of the murderers was as terrible as their masters could de
site. The next eocular, No. 83., soon followed. = We
required of you, a {dw days sincey an imposing attitude, af
present we recommend calness and the most perfeet re-
serve.  We haye gained a dezis've advantage in driving out
Dec Cazes. Greatservices may Ferendered to us by the new
ministry ; and we must take care not to discover hostility.
We repeat it — the greatest calm. « Our agldresses wust be
numerous, lct them De sent even from the lamlets, and by
the dide of sentiments of grief, the necessity for vengeance
must be energetically expressed.”  This order was obeyed.

These circulars always arrived at Nismes in the short
period of three days. The distance is about 180 leagues,
and the ordinary time of the courier eight days.
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dividual to cffect the deliverance of the pro-
testants of the Gard; or at least to retard the
hour of" their great calamityd

M. Madier of” Montjau, a catholioy a magis-
trate, and the son of’ @ catholic, a magistrate,.and
a royalist, who, frdm the meeting of the?States-
geaeral, by wotes, sacrifices, imprisonment, and
¢xee, had proved his desotion o the Bourbons ;
M. L\IRdlCl of Montjau stept forward alpne; and
.1 a petition to the Chamber of Deputleb, re-
vealed all the facts of the long and inconceiv-
able persccution. He exposed the brutality of
the populace, the intrigues of their leaders, the
guilt of" the magistrates, the scand§l of the tri-
bunals; asserted the innocence and the virtue
of the protestants ; demanded the destruction of
the sceret armed foree, and the punishment of
the guilty.  Above all; he plc:.ented two circu®
Jars, which {ormed part ofa regular correspond-
ence, subversh ¥e ok the admumtmtlom carried
on by persons of the highest consequence, and
expedited by couriers” more® rapid and  inde-
pendent than the nyessengers®of the govern-
ment. The statements »of M. Madier were
incontrovertible.  As rcdnsciller of the Cour
Royale of Nismes, and® president «of the Court
of Assizes, he had wmle,sscd every tsansaction,
had corresportled with the government on many
of the evils, and? had prevented othérs. His
reputation was i'rreproachable; honour, [oyalty,
courage, and patriotism, were too universally
associated with his character not to cnhance
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the value of his rtvelations. He produced an
analysis of all the history contained in this
volume, and not a word could be denicd. The
deputics of the Gard ascénded the tribune and
supported his declarations, « France listened and
pronounced its verdict. )

The following speech, delivered by M. St.
Aulaire, father-iv-law o the Duke de Cazes,
forms an,important documeut.

« 1 had intended to give to the chamber the

fewest  details possible of what occurred in

the department ot the Gard in 18155 but |1
have just read, én a paper printed by permission
of the censuge of the government, and which
seems {o give it more credit, that the crimes
committed at Nismes after the second restor-
ation ought to be . consideted as reprisals, the
fiecessary conseqigences of what had previously
occurred. It is impossible “for me to suffer the
Chambert and the public to Le deccived on this
point. I will say, since these unjést recrimin-
ations are repeatcfl, thaf the crimes committed
after the second Yestoration, were not only atro-
cious, but entirely gratuitous. I appeal to my
colleagues, d@ifd to all fhése who know the de-
partment, and [ declare,”in their name as well
as in my ‘own, that not,a drop_ of blood was
spilt at Nismes during the hundred* days. Three
royal v:ﬂimtem;s were injuredtat Arpaillargues,
but it was with arms in their hands, and in a
contest with other armed men. The good roy-
alists had, with all France, the grief of sccing the
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legitimate government overthrewn ; but the most
exact investigations have not informed me, that
they were the objects of anypersecution what-
cver. These unjust recriminations aud denials
are not the only causes of the irritation whigh
still exists. When °the king sent me n2?1818,
to preside over the Electoral College of the
department, I must say. that, the protestants
appeared to me full of love for thg lawful
authority. Their desire was, to repose under the
royal protection ; they felt the importance of
making great concessions to the cxecutive power,
to enable it to mediate between all interests and
all passions. This testimony I muyt render to
men whose political principles have been so much
calumniated.”

¢ The protestants were modest intheir demands,
they only asked present saﬁ,ty.dnd security fore
the future; alas! they have only obtained the
half’ of their degnand. I do not pleteud to re-*
proach his Majestyls government ; in 1818, all
the inisters displayed, the utost solicitude for
the Gard. The dls‘solutmn % the National
Guard was due to the prudence and the firmmess
of M. Laine. The re-ceganization-of the Cour
Royale was cffected by M. Pasqmel, then Keéper
of the Seals. These measures prevensed public
disorders ; but%ecuuty‘&)r the future hds never
been estabhshed and how could such security
cxist in a country where that part of sbciety:
which is nearest the throne, continually displays
the most odious anticipations? While it seems

R R
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to recognize a lew, distinct from the law ; a
_government, distinet from the government ; and
a king, other thak the king himself? It is but
too true, that at Nismes the lawful and protect-
ing, influence of the government has had to
contend with the secret and cxciting influence of
a party. I repeat it, there is there imminent
langer. The royal authority must exist for every
one, or it will soon cease to exist for any one.
¢ In the department of the Gard, the protest-
ants have suffered much, and they have suffered
with resignation; and I am certain they would
have renounceg all vengeance, and have signcd
a sincere reconciliation, under the auspices of
the throne, if the party of 1815 had consented
to destroy its organization. But this organiz-
ation still exists, (April 25th, 1820,) and every
cday symptoms ,admomsh the protestants, that
they enjoy not a durable peace, but a #ruce, and
~prudence counsels them to prepare. I do not
say that there is a conspiracy, byt there is at
least a league, which is mecessarily destructive of
public tranquillify. What would be said, if the
protestants were to form an association? Who
would have a right to.complain ? Not those who
ﬁrstgave the example; nor the government, which
is unableto defend itself.  Such is the state of
the Gartl, and I repeat, yt!iere whil be no remedy
till the- organization, and the ,power of the
partyof 1815, are destroyed. >
Several other deputies expressed similar sen-
timents, bore their testimony to the truth, and by
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long and animated debates, avenged, ip some de-
gree, the wrongs of the protestants of the South.

Urged by the dangers th# menaced them,
and encouraged by the’example of their disin-
terested and intrepid *defender M. Madier e
Montjau, the w1dows, orphans, anc].[elamd'ns, of
the slaugltefed protestants presented, in the
course of the summer of 1820 a petition to
the Chamber of Deputies, demanding the prose-
cution of the murderers of those most dear to
them, as the only guarantee of their future se-
curity, and as the necessary step to the assertion
of their civil rights. Another revelation of crimes
and persecutions was the result, ang their dis-
closure tended to ate both the people and their
chiefs.

Quatretaillons, of U%zes, was gccused before the
tribunals on egg/¢ different charges, —an attempt "
at murder with fire-frms, — robbery with fire-
arms, — an attempt at robbery with fire-Arms, —
the murder &f six* pnsoners, forced from the
care of the jailor, and, shot onghe esplanade of
Uzes, — open pillage of 2 hous@ard shop with
an armed ~mob, and extortion of one hundred
and fifty francs, — the déVastation ahd plunder
of a house, furniture, aﬁd.produce, wf a female
at Montaren, — robbgry of a horse protest-
ant pastor, — “and, fiNly, the murde? of six
protestants of St. Maurice, on the esplanade of
Uzes. On all this catalogue of crimes, ‘which
is a specimen of those committed in profusion
by himself and his comrades, he was ordered to

RR 2
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b€ tried. His feiends withdrew him from the
violence of the storm; and secvre under their
protection, he walcs for the return of those times
when heunay again be the guest of tiotable cath-
diics and eminent royalists. In the mean while,
his ndnsappearance has exposed him to the sen-
tence against contumacy ; but he remembers,
that Bertrand, -of Arpaillargues, was also con-
demned for contumacy, and now lives safe and
happy, though five innocent protestants were
doomed to the guillotine.

On the other hand, the sufferers of Nismes
saw themselves attacked +in the person of their
generous cflampion. M. Madier de Montjau
was officially summoned before the Court of Cas-
sation, presided by M. de Serre, Keeper of the
Seals, to answer for alleged impropriety of con-

~duct as a magistrate, in making those public ap-
peals to the Chamber, which saved the protest-
~ants, and have rendered more diff'zult the rencwal
of the persecution he denounced.* The public
prosecutor demafided the erasure of his name
from the list of agistrates. This was refused by
the court; and it was with difficulty that the
censure of this virtuous énagistrate could be ob-
tainéd, for having imijtdted the example glven
him by )% same M. de Sgrre, in his speech in
1819, alfeady cited. *

‘The noble and eloquent defence of M. Madier
remaifis to attest and increase the evidence of

¥ See page 599.
1
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the innocence and the injuries of the protestants.
Before the highest legal court, all the facts of &
religious persecution were re-stated and enot a
single negatfon was opposed Happll’y for the
persecuted with that union of talents, v1‘rtues,
and energy, which is destined to hage a*mighty
influence ay puplic affairs, and with new lustre
thrown on a brilliant reputationy he is returned
to watch at the post of danger. . .

To conclude: on the %past, there rests no
doubt, but the future “is still alarming. The
condition of the persecuted fluctuates with the
slightest political alteration, The law of elec-
tions has been changed. Two of the bitterest
enemies of the protestants have been chosen
deputies at N¥mes.

Such is the- history” of the events that have
occurred since 1814.  Such, «t the close of”
the year 1820, is the situation of the protestants
of the departmdﬁt of the Gard.

THE END.

Printed by A. and R. Spottiswoode,
d’rinters-Strect, London.















