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Foreword.

( g edEua )

One of the most attractive elements in Indian culture 1s
its wealth of gnomic lores Half of it 15 written, half un-
written. Much 1s on record, much has still to be recorded.
Energetic and capable reapers have still to bring in many
sheaves. This lore 15 cxpressed 1n four distinct forms.
Fuirst we have the claborate shloka, metrical, polished and
refined, a gem of terse poctical cxpression. Next we have
the true proverb, living in the mouth of the people, non-
metrical, and in character akin to the proverbs of all nations.
Thirdly ther® 1s the aphorism or sutra, a form pecular to
India, almost an algebraical formula in words. Lastly there
15 the allusive, abbreviated cryptogram, a menemotechnic
device, a formula to 1ecall to mind the fuller form of the
first two kinds.

In pomnt of numbers the mctucal shlokas and the true
proverbs are most important. Over 10,000 diffcrent shlokas
are already on record and accessible in printed form  The
proverbs, concerning which no staustics exist, must be
numerous also. In therr Sanskrit form no extensive
collections have been published as yct, but collections in
vernacular form have been published containing in some
instances up to dooo different sayings

Far less 1 number arc the aphorisms, unless we take
into account the philosophical sutra literature. We are here
speaking of Nitt only, of the cthics of life, of counsels of
behaviour, of prudential wisdom.

The last class, the mnemotechnic cryptogram, 1s very
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small indeed and need not referred to more fully here.
Only very few examples of them have come to my
knowledge.

The most interesting collection of the third kind is
undoubtedly the on¢ going by the name of Canakya-sutras
which forms the subjcct matter-of the present work. An
incomplete collcction ot these was published as early as
1881, in Ceylon, in Sinhalese transcuption, and with an
English and Sinhalese translation. The lttle publication
has remamed almost unknown, and the first wide publicity
given to the collection was theirr publication by Dr. R.
Shama Shastr1 as an appendix to his epoch-making edition
of the Kautilya Arthashastra, Recently two mentorious
publications on the subject have appeared 1n Bengal,
one republishing the sutras in Bengah transcription with a
Bengali translation, the other giving an English translation
with commentary.

The subject is of considerable importance and many
problems are coanected with it, Canakya 15 a great and
symbolic name 1n connection with Nitt. Who was this
Canakya ? Was he the famous mimster of Maurya Candra-
gupta, or another person bearing the same name? If not
the same, when did he live, and where ?  Then, what 1s the
relation of the contents of the body of Canakya Niti
to other Niu preseitved mn India? What parallels can be
found for the wolated sayings, both in Indian tradition and
1 the proverbial lore of the world ? How have we to think
of the ongin and development of these sayings? What
was therr onginal form? Was the sutra form the original-
one, and was this brief form expanded into that of iterary
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shlokase or were these shlokas the original poetical creations,
later artificially contractcd into brief aphorisms after the
model furnished by the philosophical or ritual sutras ?  All
these questions await treatment. We are only at the
beginning of the study of the subject. Every contribution
to this study 15 welcome. We need collection of materals.
We need comparison of contents. Wec need explanation of
meanings and 1mplications, We nced tieatment of history
and origins.

For all these reasons the present capable work of
Pandit Ishwar Chandra Shastri 1s lughly desirable. He
has produced a book with double ment. It draws new
and wider attention to the subject It biings a wealth of
tlustration, c¢xplanation and comparison of the contents of
the sutras.

It will make many friends for this old but too generally
forgotten or overlooked part of the inherntance of India,
and 1t will stimulate many minds towards fresh enquiry and
fresh study.

In this field at present no labour is superfluous ; and for a
long time to come things will remain so.

May the learned and industrious Pandit be rewarded
for his labour of love and understanding by a generous
response from the reading public of Bengal. May he him-
self continue his interesting and meritorious work. And,
above all, and best result, may he awaken others to follow in
his footsteps.

Anyone demonstrating the loveableness and wisdom of
India does a work of great merit, doubly welcome in our
present times,
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May then this volume be a messenger of goog tidings
and goodwill. We regard 1t as a valuable addition to
Bengal’s expanding library. We feel happy in bidding it
welcome,

Johan van Manen,
Calcutta, General Secretary,
17th September, 1928. Asiatic Society of Bengal.
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