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WHIMS O MY AUNT.

CHAPTLR T

See some fig pﬁsmn evry age supply,

Hope t1avels tinough, nor quids us when we die,
4 % @ & & 5 2 ¢ 3z &8 & & v &
Mewwhile Opimon gilds wih varying rys
Those pinted clonds that beautify our days
Fach want of luppiness by Hope supphed,

And cach vacuity of sense by Pride

These buid as {15t as knowledee can destroy

In }olly s cup still laughs the bubble joy

Onc prospect lost mother still we gun,

And not 1 vamty 1 g1V n vamm
PopPe

~«—  —2—— —— I sum up half mankuml,
oAnd add two thnds of the remammng halt,
And tind the total of then diopes wnd fears

Dicams empty dicums!
* Cowrer,

“Wuen Chales shall have brought
me the Persian manuscript of Ilafiz the
VOL. T, B
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poet, I shall quite outrival Lady-Bland-

ish with her favourite Cf]ii;‘ecse characters, |
which have puzzled ,one half of the

learned‘u.'orld,_ and filled the other half
with envy and malice,” : said Mrs. Den-

: niné‘ham, half unconscious that she was

then thinking aloud, while her hands

were busily employed (as if mechanical-
ly) in knitting a purse.

“Did you speak to me, aunt?”’ in-
quired a fine handsome boy, who sat
opposite to the soliloquist, engaged at
her desire in drawing a map of Asia.

¢ Yes, my love, I am thinking what
I should like you to bring me from
Persia,” said she ;- “I mean when }rou
go in the suite of the -ambassador, as I
make no doubt you will: you will then
of course have great “interest, and may
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perhaps be able {o gain me that inestim-~ .
able treasurér-the manusetipt poems ot‘ ‘
Hafiz in the grigigal language.” '

“Dear aunt, you #re not going fo
send me to Persia, are you "’ said Charles
Denningham, in utter amazement, and
yet with something of an arch éxpres-
sion lurkings in his dark eyes, as he
raised them towards the countenance of
his aunt.

Charles Denningham was, at the time
now alluded to, just of an age to ob-
serve the peculiarities and frequent fits
ok absence, which were but too evident
in the conduct of Mrs. Denningham,
who had long acquired the habit of
amusing herself by laying plans for the
tuture, while the present time wds lpc
her totally dlsregalded her life had

B2
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been, what may well be termed a varied
. dreann of }vﬂd' chimeras:.:! and fanciful
illusions.—Too often*the yaluable bles-
sings of leigure, healtl(, and competence-
bad been idly wasted in’the pursuit of
_some favouriteplan, neither advantageous
to herself nor others, She had weakened
a noblé mind, and frittered away a su-
perior understanding by these frivolous
and vain pursuits, in @/l of which it was
impossible for her fo succeed, however
successful she might be in part. Disap-
pointment had tinctured her disposition
with a melancholy, which was not natu-
ral to it ; for her early youth had given
a promisc of brilliant talents, and une
common wit and vivacity ; but a livgly
imagination, entirely uncontrolled, had
long banished that moré intrinsic merit,
sound sense, and ]aunched its fair pos-
sessor on a world of 1mprobab1hty angd
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folly. - She had for years been the willing
dupe of the wild phantonis;"'whicl exist-
ed only in her oWy inventive brain: she
had lived in an ideal world; and this she
had compared- 80 fre:]uenﬂy withe the
passing events of that she in reality ex-
isted in, that she sometimes persuaded
herself, that not only the itlhal;itants,
but the whote system of the earth itself
was changed from what it was formerly.
¢ All could not be right, or why should
she be so often misled in her opinions ?*’
she would mentally exclaim. She staid
not to-consider the utter impracticability
of her various schemes, and the conse-
duent disappointment which must ine-
vitably followthem: she again wove the
fragile web of fancy, and again amused
herself with pl;ms, which were as cer-
tainly to be frustrated. Yot, amidst this
career of folly, Mrs. Denningham had

. f b ’
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preserved a generous heart a kind and
gentle disposition : keenly alive to the
dictates of affection *and* compassion,
she had not scrup]ed to sacrifice her
owneinterest, her own 1deas of comfort,
to befriend the helpless orphan, or to
serve :che afflicted mourner. For this,
and many other traits of character equal-
ly favourable, she had gainéd the esteem
of those, who knew enough of her real
excellence to enable them to overlook
the singularity of her conduct in many
respects, and the frequent eccentricity
of her manners and way of reasoning.
She was beloved Ly her relatives and
dependents, but ridieculed hy the un-
thinking, and set down by the generality
of her acquaintance as ‘¢ a complete
quiz, a crack-brained visionary :>’ they
contented themselves with laughing at
the follies of Mrs. Denrningham, but
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they sought net to imitate her many
virtues.

,. At the commencement of.ths narra-
tive, she had attained her fortieth year;
and, having resigned the maiden title of
Miss, had assumed that more sedate
distinction of Mrs. She had had many
offers in her youthful days; but among
all her admirers, finding none who came
up to her idea of excellence, (founded
on romancg, and existing only in the
imagination,) she had determined to con-
tinuetunmarried. This rather singular
‘deteimination many of her relations
-were surprised at, but none attempted
to dissuade her from; each hoping that
the large fortune she was known to pos-
sess would in ‘time fall to their share.
But these selfish anticipations wert sud-
denly baffled by the untimely death of
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Mrs.Denningham’s siSter-ig:}aw; who, in
. giving birth tother third child, had given
up her own valued &pisterce, and left
a disconsolate husband and threé lovely
children to sustaih her irreparable loss.

As the wife of her brother, the late
Mrs. Denningham, had been beloved in
life, and in death claimed tha grief of our
amiable visionary,’who felt and acknow-

“ledged the virtues ,of the deceased with

all that candour and warmth, which had
ever strongly marked her very singular
character ; she affectionately soothed
thie deep affliction of her brother,’ and
promised to become a tender guardian
to his helpless infants, the eldest, of
whom was not, at the death of their
mother, more than six years of age.

Unable as he was himself to sunerin-
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tend the management of so young a fa-
mily, Mr. ﬁznningham gladly embraced,
the well-mgant\oﬂ'er of his sister; and
consigned his infant darlings to the en-
tire care of ‘their aunt, with the' most
unbounded confidence in her tenderness
towards those lovely orphans, whom from
that hour Mrs. Denningham dettrmined
to considey as her own. She hesitated
not to declare it her.intention to divide
the whole of her property cqually among
them. '

This liberality to her ncphew and
nieces did not fail to dissipate the bright
«shopes of her mercenary relatiors; who
had prev'ious]y courted her favour with
unabated assiduity, and scrupled not to
countenance, by their flattery, the many
ridiculous caprices which they secretly
laughed at and despised: they hoped
BS
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thus to hoodwink her judgment, and,
by indulging her follies, to+énsure their
own selfish plans and ski}ul galculations;
but they had unwittingly deceived them-
selves. Instead of miaking M#s, Denning-
ham their dupe, as they had intended,
she saw through their shallow devices
and mean contemptible artifices; and
she resolved to dispose of har large for-
tune: to morc satisfactory purposes, by
bequeathing it to mmore deserving ob-
jects. Her brother, she knew, could him-
self have well provided for his children,
had not severe losses of late much im-
paired his income: but she likewise
knew the extreme uncertainty of West:
India property ; she had herself some-
times experienced this in the irregularity
with which her own remittances weie
paid from the same cstates, and man-
aged by the same agent as Mr. Dennfng-
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hawi’s. Her brogher was young ; he might
marry agaih;,? she argued : another fami._
ly would th¢n h';.ue ‘claims on him; and
she could not endure the idea of her
little favourites being» under the control
of a stepmother ; having the unjust pre-
judice which many indulge in, that a
second wife seldom if ever behaves with
kindness to,the children of the first.
Disregarding the insinuations of her
pretended friends, that she would soon
repent of encumbering herself with the
care of a family not her own, and that
the charge of such infants would be at-
sended with great inconvenience to one
of her peculiar turn of mind, Mrs. Den-
ningham set about arranging the domes.
tic cstablishment’ of her household for
the reception of her little nephew and
nieces. A commodious suite of apmt-
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ments was fitted up for them and-their
.attendants, with the strictast regard to
their health and comfort : ;she herself
superintendgd every thing, that she
might the better attend to the prepara-
tions for receiving those interesting ob-
jects of her affection: for them she
threw aside her former favouritc pursuits,
and became more than commonly do-
mestic and devoted to ber family affairs.
As soon as possible after the funeral
of their ill-fated mother, Charles, Laura,
and the infant Julia were removed from
their father’s splendid but now desolate
mansion to that of their worthy aunt.

Mrs. Denningham with difficulty over-
came the reluctance of the affectionate
father to part with these lovely pledges
of former happiness. Hq could not re-
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sign the children of his beloved, but
now departaa Julia, without a pang of,
regret ; no{ even to his own amiable
sister, much as "he loved her. He yet
felt the deepest grief when the attend-
ants bore them from that dwelling which
had hitherto sheltered them, and where
the fond bosom of a tender parent had
so lately fastered them. He doubted not
the tenderness of their aunt, and that
she would zealously endeavour to supply
the loss of her who had till now watch-
ed over them with all a mother’s fond
anxiety ; but, bereaved of the society of
his children, the last hope of comfort
sseemed snatched from the wretched
widower.

'Mrs. Denningham perceived the .in-
ward struggle, and, pitying the sufferjngs
of her brother, entreated him to make

U]
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her house his home, at lgast for the first
few months after their femioval. She
hoped the change of scepe, and the
satisfaction _of beholding. his children
_continually, would wean him from his
present melancholy reflections.

Her proposal was: gladly accepted ;
and, in the superintendence of his son’s
education, and the affectionate endear-
ments of his little girls, Mr. Denning-
ham in time forgot the first poignancy
of his gricf, and passed his hours more
agreeably than he could once have
thought possible ufter the death of his
wife.

As before mentioned, the eldest of
Mrs. Denningham’s children was but six
years of age when deprived of her ma-
ternal cere by her sudden and unex-
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pected death ; the second child, Laura,

was just thiye years younger than her
brother Chaxles; ¢he third, the in?‘ant

Julia, never knew a mother’s love, a

mother’s fond embrace: death had
snatched its victim ecre she had the

power to welcome the hapless babe, or

imprint one fervent kiss of affecfion on

its innocent, lips.

Charles, from being the only boy,
became the pride and delight of his
father, who regarded him as his greatest
hope, the object of his love and ambi-
tion. Mr. Denningham believed he
»eould, even at that early age, trace in
the expanding faculties of his son the-
bright promise of superior talents: the
cultivation of "his mind would require
peculiar attention while' young ; 4f yell
directed in his pursuit of knowledge, he
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might one day become gn ornament to
society, and a blessing to Kimself.
‘ @ '

Such were the fair promises of earthly
happiness, whiclr brightened the pro-
spects of future years to Mr. Denning-
ham ; but not two years had elapsed ;
ere th¢ fallacy of these hopes was prov-
ed by the dread certainty, that he should
never behold these bright visions rea-
Jized : he was called from the contem-
plation of terrestial bliss to that of

eclestial purity.

After the death of her brother, Mrs.
Denningham became, if possible, still
more devoted to his orphatf children,
who now had only her to be their guide
and protection. They had indeed, other
relations, but none who interested them-
selves for their welfare beyond what
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selfish motives™ comld dictate; and who
would have totally dlsregarded them, *
but from th& wish to have the guardian-
ship of their property ‘none; from affec-
tion only, would havé given a hoxmte to
these helpless babes, Not being very
nearly related, they“fclt not the tic of
affection, which Mrs. Denningham ‘did ;
they lookel only tp the emolument,
which would arise “from baving the
estates of their deceased relative dndér
their own management ; for it was not
then generally known how much his
fortune had been impaired.

Mr. Denningham, at the earnest re-
quest of his sister, had placed his daugh-
ters under her sole guardianship; and
while his son v:(as under tile age of ten
years, ‘he too was to reside with shis
aunt: but, after that period, till he should
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be of age, Charles Demﬁngb_am was to
be under the joirit guardianship of Mrs.
Denningham, and sir George Alvington,
a gentleman who had eontrived, by a
plessing address, and’ an assumption of
those virtues he in fact did not possess,
to ingratiate himself into the good opi-
nion of the late Mr. Denningham, to
whom he was distantly related.

Mis. Denningham was certainly the
most affectionate and natural guardisn
that her brother eould have selected for
his children, and her anxiety for their
welfare in every respect never abated ;
but the extreme variability of he:
mind, the unsteadmess, caprice, and
folly, which in such frequent instances
guided her conduct, rendered her the
most unfit persen in the world to super-
intend thg inanagement of. children. She
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was ever changing her plans either with
regard to ?heir health or education.
Every new *whim' of fashion or custom
prevalent among Her numerous acquamt-
ance she was eager to adopt ;. her own
better judgment was rendered entifely
useless by the silly. predilection for
every thing that was new : change (if I
may so express myself ) seemed the rule
of her life : always fincying, that what
another adopted must be better. than
her own method, she was never steady
to any one plan, however rational. To
such a height of folly did she carry this.
ridiculous ctonceit, that had not the
‘thildren been of naturally robust con.
stitutions, they must have fallen victims
to her vatibus experiments, all meant
solely for ﬁhgair.g;od.~

At ong time, she was told by a female



20 CASTUERES IN THE AIR.

friend, that it was best to inure the
clnldren to the cold of the climate they
inhabited, and, of coursc, to.commence
by lessening the warnith of their cloth-
ing; and to usc the cold bath freqnenﬂy
This in itself might be very proper, if
acted upon with due precaution; but
unfortunate]y it ‘was late in the autumn
when the plan was suggested ; and just
at the time when they should have com-
menced the use of their winter habili-
ments; - the little Denninghams were
stripped of even a part of their summer
clothing, and with only a thin cambric
frock and petticoat, no gloves or stogk-
ings, they were exposed to.the balefu:
influence of the cold autumnal blast.
This extravagant whim, as may be
supposed, failed not to dlsappomt our
visjonary : with the utmost consterna-
tion she:found that, instead of becom-
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ing more healihy, the children were
seized with’sEvere colds, attended with

{ever to an alarming degrce. After the

first danger of this attack was past, Mrs.
Denningham resolvedto hasten to tgan,
and consult the most eminent physicians,
for the recovery of their health: this
was at length effected, except that a
teasing cough still continued to weaken
the delicate frame of the infant Julia.
This was a source pf anxiety to Mrs.
Denningham, which would not admit of
consolation. It was in vain she was told
the child would gradually get the better
of this complaint: not content with
t¢he prescriptions of the medical gentle-
men who attended her niece, she re-
tarded her recovery, by successively
administering évéry sort of julep, pow-
der, and mixture, which she hesrd Je-
commended as a sovereign remedy by
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her numerous acquaintance: she even
. attended the infant herself, that all
might be given it which, she falsely
judged would be beneficial. Her own
health and spirits were materially in-
jured by her over anxiety and self-re-
proach for having acted in the manner
she had done ; but this did not give her
the experience one should have expect-
cd: she lamented the having caused her
darling so much spffering, but was as
ready again as ever to be led away by
some new caprice.

A lady was condoling with her one
day on the anxiety she lately experi-
enced, and entreated her to adopt her
~method of treating children.—¢ For my
part, I never suffer my little ones to go
out\,; the whole winter,” said she; ¢ they
never leave the house.”
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“ Never go,out! what not in the
carriage i”"- exclaimed Mrs. Denning-
ham; “sure]y thaf plan cannot succeed.
What! never take the fresh air for so
many months together+” added she yith
evident surprise and doubt.

Thre visitor then proceeded to é€xplain
her peculiat way of management, which
was to have a large and airy suite of
apartments fitted up, and never suffer
her children to go b.eyond them during
the winter, not even to take an airing
in the carriage. This was certainly not
so decidedly dangerous as the plan
,Mrs. Denningham  had lately adopted ;
but she feared it would make her little
nephew and his sisters extremely deli-
cate. The method however was certainly
new, quite unlike any former one she
had ever heard of’; it might therefore be



24 CASTLES IN THE AIR.

beneficial : she would try it, she was re-
solved: it could not injsre the dear
little creatures for one yinter only.
Thus she argued; and in spite of her
own cxclamation of surprise at the
bare mention of such a singular way
‘of proceeding, she immediately adopt-
ed it.

At another time, having heard that
the food of childrelg should be sparingly
given, especially animal food, and that
each child should be allowed to eat only
a certain quantity, by no means to be
cxceeded, Mrs. Demningham, accord-
ing to this new suggested plan, had the
meat allowed to each weighed in her
presence, that not the least mistake
should be made: thes¢ portions were
not (aven to the eldest) to exceed an
ounce and half ; and, spite of all their
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entreatics, she would not hear of either
of the poor children having more than
the due proportion *assigned to each.

A lady, happening ‘to call on Mas.
Denningham one morning, found her
engaged in reading the manners of the
modern Arabs. She extolled the .gr’eat
abstemiousness of their diet, ¢ which no
doubt,” she said, « produced that degree
of uncommon shrewglness, for which
they were distinguished.”

Charles during this conversation had
heen overlooking the plates in the book
‘s aunt had just laid aside. Among the
usmber which took his attention was
that of an Arabian courser: this from
its slight and delicate proportions ap.
peared to him the most singular. Pldcing

VOL. L . c
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it before his aunt, he $aid, I suppose,
aunt, the Arabians don’t let their horses
have as much as they can ‘eat, any more
than their children ; see, this one looks
vévy thin! 1 dare say his master weigh-
ed his meat, as you do ours. Laura and
1 shall very soon do to live with these
people ; we shall soon be as thin as they
or their horses; look, auut, don’t you
think we shall " said he, baring his own
little arm, and peinting to that of his
sister who was playing near him.

This appeal was not lost on Mis.
Denningham. She perceived the chil-
dren did not thrive under their abstc-
mious regimen, and reluctantly resigiied
the plan of giving gdded brilliancy to
thelr mental talents, by depriving them .
of bodﬂy nourishment: she kissed the
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child, told him *she believed it would
not do,”’—and from that hour he and
his sisters were allowed to eat as much
as formerly.
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CHAPTER 1I.

AT the age of ten years, Charles
Denningham was, at the desire of his
guardian, sir George Alvidgton, placed
under the care of a clergyman, who re-
sided not far from'the country residence
of Mrs. Denningham. This latter circum-
stance was a source of great consolation
to her. Beside the high opinion she
entertained of Mr. Morland (the gentle-
man alluded to), she rejoiced that, how-
ever necessary it was for her.hephew“ to
leave - her, she should not be wholly
denied the satisfaction of seeing him;
and she felt cohvinced, that with
his worthy and considerate. preceptor,
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" Chayles would not miss those comforts
he had ever been accustomed to when
with her. For the first few months of
his absence, she was never® easy but
when she was either going to see hif,
or receiving accounts of his health : this
degree of anxiety was at length lessened
by the conviction, that the object of
her solicitude was quite resigned to his
separation from her and his sisters, by
a promise from his *guardian that he
should be wllowed to spend the next
vacation with them in London.

Charles Denninghani had been an
“ifmate at the vicarage two years when
this narrative commenced, and had been
again permitted.tp visit his aunt Mrs.
Denningham ; who, proud of his rapid
improvement under the well directed
tuition oi’.Mr.'Mogland, already began
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to look into f‘uturity, with the firm belief
that her nephew would one day shine a
bright example of sflperior merit. The
theme of"his praises ngver wearied her
ear ; he and her favourite Laura shared
her unbounded affection almost to ado-
ration: for them she laid plans, fore-
told future greatness, and dwelt so long
and so ardently on these hopes, that it
was with difficulty she could allow the
probability of thelr failure; they were
the source of her present comfort, and
future anticipations. Charles might in-
deed be said to justify these flattering
illusions, both by the cxcellence of his
disposition #nd his superior talents: at
twelve. years of age he was a boy of the
most promising genins. According to
the ’Wiéh of his father, he was to be
made perfectly conversant in the orien.
tal languages ; as he ‘Wwas, -when old
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* enough, and had completed his educa-
tion, to embark for India, where a friend
of the late Mr. Denningham had pfo-
mised to forward his interest, and to
obtain a high appointmént for the yoush
in the Company’s service.

This circumstance had so strongly
impressed itself on the mind of Mrs.
Denningham, that she had suffered her
imagination, as usual,,to gain the ascen-
dency over reason ; and went on so long
fancying the probable high rank her
ncphew would in a few years obtain,
that she at lcglgfll took it for granted
Yeyond all doubt, and began to build
lier hopes accordingly. If any one was
said to be skilled in languages, “ she
was sure her Charles would one day
surpass them,”—or if an embassy * wgs
alluded to, she regretted that he was
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not yet old enough to be scnt to India,
for ““she was certain he would in that
case be chosen as one ifi the suite of
the ambassador.” Maps of Asia were
explored and consulted, as to the rela-
tive situation of the countries he would
be likely to traverse : all India was con-
sidered as the scene of his future great-
ness; while the unconscitus boy, the
object of these high-flown ideas, was
assiduously employed in finishing a
beautiful map with scrupulous exactness,
in order to pleasc his ‘aunt, to whom he
was tenderly attached. While he was
thus engaged, the good old lady was not
idle (at least in thought) She had lately
much wished to outrival a fair member

of the learned cotc}me which she some-

times attended : this lady had obtained,’
hy means of her inferest with a eertain
noble lord, some very rare and beautiful
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» Chinese characters, which he had him-
self brought from the court of Pekin:
this valued paize was enough to excite
the wonder and envy of an ,a.ss'eﬁiblgsgp
of learned ladies, whdse- society Mgs.
Denningham had been induced to be-
come a member oﬂl.’solel‘y from the wish
for novelty and the charm of notoriety.

During one of these discourses of our
Bas Bleus, the poemg of Hafiz became
the topic of conversation: all agreed in
their elegance and beautiful simplicity.
The thought suddenly struck our roman-

“{i. visionary, that a manuscript of these
<nwaluable poems in the original lan-
guage would be the most desirable ac-
quisition in the world. As she sat at
work, contemplatiﬁg, as usual, the future
prospects of her nephew, she d8teg.
mined that he should obtain for her the
*'c¢b
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desired treasurc when ‘he should be in:
India; for he would doubtless then
travel through the ‘adjacent countrics
of Asia in some capacity or other, per-
haps in the suite of some embassy; and
“ who knows if Charles might not him-
self arrive at the dignity of being chosen
ambassador; why should he not?’ —
Thus Mrs. Denningham argued ; and my
readers will now perceive the origin of
that singular remark, which occasioned
so much surprise to Charles Denning-
ham, as mentioned in the first page of
this work. He, who had not traced the
risc and progress of his own destiny in
the fertile imagination of his aunt, wac
at a loss to comprehend her meaning: he
smiled, incredulous that he had heard
rightly; yet so accustomed was he to herﬁ
gbstracted air and singular hotions, that,
child as he was, he doubted not for a
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moment that this too was one of the
« whims of my aunt.”

With amiable attention to her feelings,
he strove to repress’ the smile that
brightened his lively countenance, and
the expression of mirth that, spite, of
himself, beamed in his sparkling eyés ; as
Mrs. Denniagham explained her wish
for the Persian' manuscript, and the
hopes she had of optaining it by his
mneans.

I:aum, less scrupulous, laughed aloud
at the idea of her aunt havingalready
*determined what Charles should get for
har, when he should be g man. She was
an intelligent child of her age; but too
presuming and frée in her manners to-
wards her aunt, who increased this* fall-
ing by her visible partiality, and ex-

(]
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treme indulgence of this her favourite
niece ; who, having been named after
her, and csteemcdfuncommfmly like
her in features, was early the little pet
of her aunt, This Laura was quick-
sighted, enough to perceive: she could,
she- was well aware, by her entreaties
make Mrs. Denningham consent to
Whaﬁéver she wished; and, gince the ab-
sence of her brothér, this ascendency
had greatly increased.

_ Juha, now six years of’ age, t,hough by
far a more engaging child, was not so
much régarded by heér aunt. More diffi-
dent and timid in disposition, she had.
been acéustdmegl to yield in every par-
ticular to the caprice of her elder sister:
it was not that Mrs. Denningham coun-
tenanced this injustice knowingly ; but
her partiality for Laura plinded her to
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the frequent instances of a tyranmical
disposition, which her favourite evinced
towards her siyter Julia ; who, gentle ahd
amiable in temper, goodrnatui"édiy.gax’c
up any wish of her owne to oblige Laura
or her aunt. Even at her early age she,
could perceive the difference of Charles’s
behaviour ; and his affectionate tehder-
ness sunk deep in the mind of our
heroine (as we shall henceforward con-
sider her): no absence of after years
could efface from her memory the im-
pression wluch his kindness had made;
she loved him with the most devoted
anection.

,Charles was ever her firmest advo-
cate in any little dispute, that occasion-
ally arose between the sisters. He loved
them both ; but Julia was in his esfima-
tion the most amiable: he could noOt
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«
endure to see her teased by the caprices
of Laura without interfering ; though it
sometimes displeased his aunt, when he
was unusyally severe in his reproaches
op Laura for herunkindness and tyranny
-to such a sweet-tempered child as Julia.
This altercation only served to increase
the ifl nature of Laura, who never failed
to complain of any little, neglect, or
childish misdemeanor, Julia had unfor-
tunately been guilty of.

Mrs. Denningham, any one would
have imagined, had she made any dif-
ference in her treatment of the children,
would have made the youngest her pet, «
from the poor little creature’s havinpg
been so early deprived of a mother, and
taken almost from the‘hour of her birth
to be placed under her guardianship;
but from a strange perverseness, which
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she herself comld not account for,
Laura was preferred to her sister,
though Juliaswas by her aunt allowed
to be not so unmanageable as Laura,
and without doubt of*a much better
temper: this, even in spite of her par-
tiality to her elder niece; Mrs. Denning-
ham was compelled to admit.—<* But
then Laura ,was so lively and engaging
a girl; she had besides been her first
adopted child,” fron} the citcumstance
of her having stood godmother to Laura
previous-to the death of her mother.
Mrs. Denningham argued too, that no
kind of difference could be perceived in
- ker treatment of her nieces; therefore,
she could not be said to wrong Julia by
her preference for Laura: this the old
lady herself believed was true; but no
one else could be deceived: it was but
too visible whp was the favourite. -
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Naturally cheerful and contented, ,
Julia endured the unkind and some-
times malicious behaviopr of Laura
without repining; she readily yiclded
any little gratification, which in the
least interfered with the will of those
about her: early taught the lesson of
subntissive obedicnce, the petulance of
childhood was in her entirely checked.
The danger that most threatened the
temper of Julia was, that being so con-
stantly repressed in the warmest feclings
of pure affection, she should‘ become too
inanimate, and gradually lose that play-
ful vivacity so engaging in onc of her
tender years. Conscious of the superigr
ascgnde%’.’y of Laura, her timid disposi-
tion shrunk from any idea of competi-
tion with her in the affection of her
au’?ﬁ;: all emulation for -improvement
was thus imprudently checked, and
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*Julia was made ‘to belicve, as she ad-
vanced in years, that it would be a vain
attempt for her to lope to excel, as she
bad ncither the talents nor beaunty of her
sister Laura.

This mortifying assertion was too
often repeated or insinuated by the
visitors of Mirs. Deumngham, to suffer
Julia to remain 1gnorant of her aunt’s
unjust partlahty, even had it escaped
her own penetration. But this was not
the case: she felt and owned the diffe-
rence - made between her and Laura;
but, unwilling to attribute the slightest
sltadow of' blame to those whom she so
mach loved, Julia wiskied to "convince
herself, thut the real cause of Mrs. Den-
mnghdms superlox fondness for Laura
was on account of the. ditference ot t-helr
ages: her sistery being three years oldhr
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was, (Julia argued, and not without
reason,) more of a companion to her
annt than she herseld' coutd hope to be.
Tenderl): attached to Mrs. Denningham,
she allowed no reflections (in her hear-
ing) to be cast on that kind friend
against her weak indulgence of Laura’s
caprices, which every one remarked to
themselves, and. sometimes wished to
intrude on the attention of Julia. Too
generous to own the injustice of her
aunt, she ever turned a deaf ear to the
artful insinuations of servants and de-
pendents, who sought to make her be-
lieve how much they pitied her situa-
tion, and lamented the blind partiality
of her aunt. Dependents are ever quick
in perceiving who is the favourite in the
famil; ; and they generally pay their
court accordingly, frequently neglecting
in the most shameful ‘manner those
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Wwhom'they think hot so much estecmed.
This was sometimes the case with poor
Julia, notwithstanding the mild placidity
of her manners, and the good-bumoured
affability with which she “conducted her.
self.  Others, pitying her orphan state,
and really lamenting the difference
made.between the sisters, erred in the
contrary ways by imprudently mention-
ing their observations to Julia herself,
and thus unwittingly perhaps laying the
foundation of jealousy and discontent,
as would have been the case with many ;
bt our little heroine, from her earliest
years, evinced a disposition too amiable
td be warped by such illjudged re-
marks.

" Mis. Denhinglla.m had, during the
many years the children had resfded
with her, spared no expense, no trouble,
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in their improvement.' The best masters
had been engaged to render them ac-
complished and elegant in. manners;
nor was' she disappointed in her hope
of their equalliﬁg, if not excelling, their
youthful competitors in modern acquire-
ments of fashionable cducation. But so
various had been the plans proposed and
adopted by their aunt for this purpose,
and so frequently had they been changed
to give place to others recommended by
her friends in London ; that both Laura
and Julia stood in some danger of being
left in perfect ignorance of those essen-
tial branches of study, which form the
mind, and lay the foundation for more
.solid - ;mprovement. Fortunately Yor
them,- %ey were rescued from the very
it inent risk of becoming mere fashion-
qbﬁé’ triflers, by the trmely advice, and
fmendl%;xterference, of‘a lady resxdmg
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n the immediate Vicinity of Westcomhe
Priory, the country residence of Mrs.
Denningham.

Mrs. Mordaunt had, By her amiabla
manners, greatly interested Mrs. Den.
ningham in her favour; and in a short
time gained such an influence with iler,
that she became the friend and cenfi-
dant of our romantic visionary, to whom
she frequently rendered thc most essen-
tial service by her judicious advice,
which, given in the mildest and most
persuasive manner, the natural good
sense of Mrs. Denningham could not
lways resist, and was never displeased
at.

Mrs. Mordaunt was the widow ot an
oﬂicez of that name, who had greatlx
dlstmgulshed Rimself in his mlhtax‘y
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carecr, and at length fell in the service
of his country, deeply lamented by his
brother officers and a mumerous circle
of acquaintance. At his death, Mrs.
Mordaunt finding her income very in-
considerable, she deemed it most pru-
dent to retire from the scenes of high
life, and with her young family to seek
the shades of retirement. ¢

Mirs. Denninghain gladly availed her-
self of the advantage of having such a
neighbour ; and, by her polite and un-
remitting attentions to Mrs. Mordaunt,
proved her own good sense and dis-
crimination of character, unbiassed by
the petty distinctions of wealth, and
totall disregarding the opinion of
man‘%of her other acquaintance, who
chanced to be more favoured by the
gifts of fortune. Many'of this epheme-



CASTLES IN THE AIR. 47

“ral race, who valued themselves solely
on their riches, wondered how Mrs.
Denningham &ould *be so absurd as to
take any pleasure in the society of
“ such a quiet humdrum sort of being
as Mrs. Mordaunt ; who could not now
afford to be one of the 'fashionable
world, having little else but her pen-
sion as an officer’s widow -to maintain
herself and children.”

But all her fashionable acquaintence,
it must be allowed, were not equally
ur‘eeling ; and in the day of adversity
Mrs. Mordaunt had the consolation of
‘mdre than one dear and valued friend,
whto had, unchanged by her present state
of comparative poverty, remained firm.
to her interest, and greatly exerted
themselves in her favour. Her son, "the
eldest of her children, was by their in.
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terest placed, at the proper age, in the
military school at ; and a pro-
mise was given that his advancement
should be ensured as far as possible.
This was a great rclief to the anxiety of
Mrs. Mordaunt; who, with unfeigned
gratitude acknowledged the blessings
which Providence had so mercifully
bestowed on her and her lestitute chil-
dren, by thus granting them such
friends as had koth the will and the

power to semve them in. their utmost
need, deprived as they now were of
the protection of a father.

Jane, the second child of our amiable
recluse, became the almost inseparable
companion of Laura and Julia (during
their residence in the country), but of
Jhe latter more especially. Their dispo-
sitions were more suitable, and Janc,
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*carly in their acquaint.

the mild and affectionate m.

Julia to the *hautéur and assuming
behaviour of Laura; who too often
seemed to value herself upon her own
pretensions to beauty and superficial
accomplishments ; every where expect-
ing that submission and'deference to
her will, which her aunt had so blindly
indulged her in. Yet when she con-
descended to be agteaable, and to en-
deavour to please, none had the art of
winning admiration more decidedly than
Laura Denningham. With all the ad-
vantages of polished manners and an
fineommonly elegant person, she pos-
sessed the art of charming her com-
panions by the sportive sallies of her
wit, and a playﬁxl.ness peculiarly her
own: to those who had not long. been
acquainted with ‘her, she appeared the

VOL. I D
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«nd fascinating creature

.ve. She Ik’new how to control

aer temper, to conceal her foibles, when
she .sought to please: fond of admira-
don, and natmally vam, she spared no
aigs to attract the attentlon of her
aunt’s 't‘*mton, and yet in so artful a
manner, as to appear .perfectly uncon-
seious pf her power to please. Jane
Mordaunt she wished to impress with
the 1dea of her _superior pretensions,
and was greatly indrtiﬁéd that she could
not succeed in excttmg the envy of that
amiable gu‘l Laura perceived too, that
her srster Juha, whom she considered as
nobody; was nore esteemed than heroelf
both by Mrs. Mordaunt and her daugh-
ter ; who were bath too. 1mpart:al in
their op;mons, not to observz the dif-
ferent dlsposltrons of the sxatera They
lamented the folly of Mirs. Denningham, -
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who, unconscious or tme real miscniex
she was doma to the interests of her
darling niece, suffered herseﬁ' “t@ be
guided by every whim gﬂﬁ capnce of
Laura, to the injury of her dispesition’
and future happiness.

The sooiety of Mrs. Moraaunt ang
lier daughter ‘were of the gregty ;;lj:‘fi-*
vantage to Julia. With them s!te gra-
dually acquired that dégree of courage
and self-possession, which had been so
much repressed by the tyranny and uh-
kindness of Laura: she began to feel,
that by application, she too might ac-
quu'e those accomplishments, for which
her ister had been so much praised by
her aunt; that, in.fact, she was not
herself deficient in capacity to learn, as
she had been led fo imagine, and which
had early checked her hope to excel.

D 2
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The discriminating praises of Mrs.
Mordaunt en'couréged the timid spirit
of our young heroine : she soon im-
proved ‘rapidly.under the friendly guid-
ance of her amiahle preceptress, for as
such Julia ever gratefully acknowledged
Mr§. Mordaunt.

In theéir morning avocations at the
cottage, Julia and Miss = Mordaunt
equally shared her attention: she direct-
ed their employments, and ' selected
such books for their perusal, as she
thought would add most to their infor-
mation and amusement.

Both the young people, happy mn her
society, owned that these were the
happiest hours of their lives; and with
‘the deepest regret it was that Julia
fodind herself obliged to give up this
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.ple'tsure, to return to London each

succeeding winter. Percelvmg this, and

willing to gratlfy her niece, Mrs. Den-

ningham begged Mrs. Mordaunt would
allow her daughter to accompany the

young people for a few months: but

_ this request her friend would not admit_
of; not from any selfish dislike to part

with Jane for a short time, but from a

fear that the gaiety and splendour of a

town life would give her beloved child
a taste for those pleasures beyond her

own situation in life, and probably

make her feel more sensibly the depri-

vatlons she must submit to on her re-

turn

The prudence of this argument Mrs.

Denningham could nof doubt; and, as

Laura did uvot make it a point to have”

Jane Mordaunt with them, the proposal
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was not again urged.—Julia could not
conceal her disappointment, and almost
with tears entreated Mrs. Mordaunt to
change her resplution : Jane’s eloquent
eyes spoke the same wish, but all to no
purpose ; and at length, perceiving her
moiher was firm on this subject, she
would not paiﬁ her by appearing dis-
appointed: yet the disappointment was
certainly very great at her age, and this
Mrs. Mordaunt was sensible of ; but the
future welfare of her child demanded
this sacrifice; in kindness to her she
therefore persisted in refusing to give
her consent to the visit to London.
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CHAPTER Ul

Ar this time Laura was eighteen, and
1mpat1ent1y expected the proposed re-
turn to London, asit  Awinter she was to
‘be introduced (in other words, ‘she was
to come out that season). To this happy
period she hag long ] laoked forward with
eager 1mpat1euce, not doubtmg that she

should soon attract a crowd of udmwers,
nor was her aunt less sangume in’ her
-expectations. She - hoped her . niece
*would themn: be the hdmirauon of all
their acquaintance in town; and: tl;eugh
she dreaded to part with her favourite,
yet she secretly hoped that Lanra, might
form some 'splendid alliance,” and fhu&
fulfil her most flattering hopes.
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Of Julia (being yet but a child in
her opinion), Mrs. Denningham had not
considered. For her she had laid no
plans; as yet Charles and Laura had
alone engrossed her attention. The for-
mer being now at the university, was
very, seldom with his aunt and sisters,
but intended tifis winter to join their
party in London. This loug looked for
interview Jula, in particular, antici-
pated with delight; nothing but this
could compensate for hes disappoint-
ment in not being allowed to take her
friend Jane Mordaunt with her to town.

Charles Detiningham, now nealy
twenty, had left his former tutor Mr.
Morland for two years, during which
time he had beeu a perfect stranger at
*he Priory. Neither Mrs. Denningham
nor his sisters had seen him, from his
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having spent the vacations at the resi-
dence of his guardian, sir George Al-
vington, whos knowing Charles had the
prospect of a good fortunc after the
death of his aunt, wished to engage
him to one of his own daughters, who
would inherit but very slender portions.
The match he considered would bé ad-
yantagcous, and the worldly:minded
father had long resolved, that cither Miss
Honoria, or her accomPlishod sister Geor-
gina, should become the wife of his ward.

‘1 his determination was not known to
Mrs. Deuningham, or she would not
hayve wished her nephew to accept the
inyitations of his guardian. Ighorant of
his motives, she attributed the seeming
interest sir Georgeé felt for Charles to
his former friendship for her brother
the late Mr. Denningham, of whom she

D5
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1

had frequently heard him speak with’
the highest encomiums on his many vir-
tues and amiable qualifications.

* On their arrival in town, Laura was
received by the Miss Alvingtons with
more than usual complaisance: at the
instigation of their father, they had
adopted this sure method of winning
her over to their views respecting
Charles; and hoped, by flattering her,
they should secure the jgood will of
Mzrs. Denningham.

It may not be here amiss to introduce
my readers to the family of the Alvisg:
tons, whom, it will be found, we shall
have occasion to mention frequently in
this little narrative.

Sir George Alvington hed once been



CASTLES IN THE' AIR. 59

the owner of & very - considerable pro-
perty ; but, from his own extravagance
and that of his lady, it ‘was latterly so
much impaired, that, to keep up the
appearance he deemed necessary for * a
man of his rank, he was under the ne-
cessity of living up to the very extent
of his income ; the greatest part’ of
which, from”his having no ‘'son, would,
at his death, devolve w1th the title to'a
distant relation, with®whom sir George
was not-on the most amicable terms.

" Sir George Alvington was clegant in
person, and pleasing in his manners.
Though now past the meridian of life, he
had the art of‘ rem!ermg hzmSelf' an
agreeable acqms:tmn te whatever com.
pany he was introduced. This pleasmg
suavity of address, and the seemlngiy'
generous sincerity, of his heart, first
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gaitted him the csteem of the late Mr.
-Denningham ; and ‘it was. not known,
till long after ‘the: death of that gentle-
'man, that the circumstances of sir
George were so deeply .involved, or the
father of Charles would never have
‘selected him for the ‘guardian of his
_son.

Lady Alvington was, like many of a
certain class of fashionables, a finished
manceuvrer. She had herself gained
an establjshment of her own by little
arts, practised solely to attract the at-
tentions of sir,George, who, then a rich
voung baronﬁf, was a prize worth tryfag
for. - She had succeeded to the utmrost
of her, wishes ; ; and: had, as lady Alving-
ton, cantributed - not a little toward

_lesqcn;ng his fortune. She married him
‘merly from the wish to-outvié her com,
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panions in dress and expensc of cvery
kind; it could not therefore be ex-
pected she would study his interest, in
preference to gratifying her own passion
for ostentatious display:

Honoria and Georgina Alviggton
were highly accomplished, and rather
“what might> be termed showy-looking
girls, than strictly handsome. Complete
dashers in manners and dress, they
were eyer im the extreme of the mode.
Theirs was not the down-cast eye of
modest.beauty, shrinking from the ar-
dent gaze of admiration: they too.
* evidently sought to attract attention’;
and were, besides, too conscious of their
own superficial acquirements: yet, to
suit their own pL.lI'I)OSCS, they could as-
sume the appearance of a simplicity nebm
natural to them, and affect the most
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scrupulous propriety of conduct. Tu-
tored by their mother (an adept in all
these petty artifices), the Miss Alving-
tons hoped, by their or her address, to
énsure themselves an alliance in some
family of fortune or high rank : now in
the .very bloom of youth and beauty,
they doubted not of making conquests
worthy of their hopes ' N

Such was the family to which Charles
Denningham had heen introduced at
the early age of nineteen. Ignorant of
the world, at least of that part of it
which resembled the Alvingtons, he
could not be aware of the art and dupi‘i-'
city of those he was to associate with.
Under the care of Mr, Morland, he had
lived in comparative seclusion; but, in
~the company of such an amiable friend
and ablc preceptof, retirement had not
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* been irksome : his hours had been spent
in literary research, or recreations that
would unbend the mind from study, and
yet not lessen his eager desire for men-
tal improvement.

Mr. Morland had, during his stay at

' the vicarage, won the esteem and Confi-
~-dence of his pupil. The influence gained
in the boyish days of Charles Denning-
ham was not afterwards lessened by
absence: at the uﬁivefsity, he continued
to corr:aspond with his former tutor, as
his friend and adviser ; in any difficulty,
the worthy Morland was consulted, with

« igplicit reliance on the justice of his
opinion. That amigble man had known
but little' of the world for many years;
he had not lzltély~ mixed in what is
termed the circles of high life ; but i in
his retirement he had heard enough of
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the Alvingtons, to couvince him that
their acquaintance was by no means a
desirable acquisition to his.young friend;
yet, he had so firm a reliance on the
probity and nataral candour of Charles
Démlindham, that he hoped the best.
His pupil, he thought, would not casily
be mlsled into the habits of folly and
extravagance which He had been taught.
to shun with the utmost vigilance.

Nor was Clia{rlea@ alone the only
member of the Denningham family for
whom Mr. Morland cntertained more
than common regard; the interesting
Julia shared the good man’s unbounded
esteem. He had perceivcd with regret,
(duungkls frequent visits at the Priory,)
the st partiality -of Mrs, Denning-
‘ham. He could not avoid obsérving,
that Lg*ga was daily being injured by
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"her aunt’s misguizied conduct, while the

rcal merits’ of Julia were altogether
disregarded. ° Pleased with the mild,
forgiving disposition of our heroine, he
had endeavoured to pface her on ap
equality with her sister in the estimation
of Mrs. Denningham, by convinging
her that she would, with proper en-
'eourage'meﬁt,' be equally clever with
Laura, but that being continually re-
pressed in her endcawours to excel, she
had become- oo dlfﬁdent of her own
aklitics. '

Mrs. Denningham, notwithstanding
“these well- meant and just remonstran-
cel, could not be pelsuaded that she
was herself unjust in her extreme fond-
ness for her eclder mnicce. Julia, she
would say, as she did to Mrs. Mordadnt,
had nothing to complain of; - for no
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material difference was made between
her and Laura; and there the matter
rested.

Mis. Denningham felt convinced, that
Julia was an unusual favourite with Mr.
Morland, and with their neighbours at
the Cottage. This she was not sur-
prised at; for, excepting the idol of
her heart, Laura, “she was the most
amiable being ir the world ¢ she was
sure she @loved Julia 'too much to
neglect her; but the dear child must
Iearn to submit to her ‘elder sister in
some things—it was but right she should
do so, though, at the same time, to be
treated with affection.””  After these
reflections, the good old lady would,
*perhaps, check Laura for a day or two,
.in any little act of injustice towards her
sister; hut, as nothing could make a
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lasting impressior.l on her own versatile
mind, even at her advanced age, the
new resolution of reform.did mot last for
a longer period ; and poor Julia again
fell into insignificance.

Laura, onher introduction into fashion-
able life, attracted all, the admiration
‘which even the most sanguine expecta-
tions of her aunt could hope. At the
play, at the ball, or i the polite throngs
of private parties, the beautiful Laura
I}en;lingham was extolled for her su-
perior charms of beauty and elegance;
nor was the very considerable fortune
she was likely to have - from her aunt’s
liberality one of the least attractive of
her eharms. With respect to her pre-
tensions to beauty, many. differed; but
all agreed in the estimation of her for—
tune, that it was ap indisputable advan-
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tage. The ladics ‘were, indeed, heard to
say, that ¢her features were not regu-
lar, and that hers was not a style of
beauty that would last; and, as to her
{ortunc, that, being derived from the
West Indies, was by mo mecans to be
depended on.”  This latter remark
some of the most selfish and calculating
of her-admirers were not backward in
agreeing to; but the gencrality of the
young men of fashion swore she was
divine, ‘“a most ‘lovely ‘creature!”
Some of the bucks-extolled her air and
manners ; others admired her brilliant
eyes and the enchanting dimples that
played round her beautiful moath: maty
admired her playful wit and high spirit,
which gave a dignity to her whole de-
portmeﬁt ; but nearly as many dissented
from this latter opinion, gnd were heard
to say, “that it was but too probable,
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if once seriously displeased or thwarted,
that very spirjt, now so much admired,
might transform the beautiful smiling
Laura into a perfect virago: impat{ent
as she was of control; hers was not 4
temper they should ¢hoose for a wife.”

Among the. most ardent of her ad-
mirers Were, “the Honourable Mr. Leslie,
sir Carroll O’ Neil, an Trish baronet, and
captain Kmmtm‘z‘ “These three com-
petitors® for her favour were her most
constant attendants in pubhc’, each, from
very different motWes,”:&pmo*ﬁs to secure
the prize, for which- s0 ‘wany would éjwy
tl'x‘em.'

Mr. Leslie, the most. “worthy, ' and
not the least favoured by Laura, was,
from' being a younger brother ot in-
very affluent - mrcumstanc'es,l ‘considers
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ing his rank in life. His greatest
expeciations with regard to fortune
were from the promises of a rich uncle,
who had declared it his intention, to
leave the greatest part of his immense
wealth to Mr. Leéslie. This, being but a
precarious dependence, the latter very
honourably stated to Mrs. Denningham,
when he made known to her his attach-
ment to her niece.
Laura had, on their first dcquaintance,
certainly encouraged the addresses of
Mr. Leslie, not from having duly esti-
mated his many amiable qualities, but
from the cirtumstance of his being like-
ly to inhetit the title of his elder bro-
ther, tb’e latter havmg 1o’ son. The
prospect of’ becoming lady Ormond,
was too ﬂattermg to the vanity of Laura
[)ennmghp.m, to be_ rejected in haste.
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She was, for this, willing to overlook
any deficiency with regard to fortune,
for the present, at least; for her aunt,
she knew, would. bestow sufficient on
her to provide for them' both, suitably.
to their rank, till after the death of the
old uncle, whose riches would then de-
volve to his nephew.

Mrs. Denningham had long admired
the character of Mr. Leslie, and of all
the suitors for the fair hand of her niece
she gave him the most decided prefer-
ence; nor was she a}together insensible
to the advan‘tages: of rank offered in this
*union pf Laura with the next heir to
the tltle of Ormond. The good ald
lady again fell into her former reveries ;
in all of which, the aggrandizement of
her favourite Laura and her intended
husband was the leading object : she
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flattered herself, that no obstacle could
prevent the expected, marriage. But
Mrs. Denningham was, as on many for-
mer occasions, doomed to be disappoint-
ed in this scheme. She had not taken
into consideration the versatile, capri-
cious disposition of' her niece, who sud-
denl), from some elwht pique, became
cool and distant to Mr. Leslie ; and just
when her aunt had hoped she would
come to some fingl arrangement relatiwe
to her marriage, I.aura astonished her
by declaring, that she never would be-
come Mis. Leslic, but, on the contrary,
she had half madc up her mind to ac-
cept sir Carroll O’Neal.

¢ Sir Carroll O’Neal!” exclaimed Mrs.
enningham. ¢ Laura, is it possible you
,caft be so unthinking, so unprincipled?
You have encouraged Leslie, and yct
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dou tell me you prefer his rival.  Child,
you have used that amiable young man
most shamefully by this capricious tri-
fling, of which I thought you inca-
pable!”

Laura made no reply; and her aunt
still hoping to win her over to her for-
mer cngagement with Leshe, she con-
tinued, ¢ Dear Laura, is it possible you
can be so blind to your own interest, as
to prefer an Irish baronet to the pre-
sumptive heir to an ealldom ?”

“ Dear aunt, I have told you what I
mean to do: I shall certainly accept sir
Cargoll; he is such a dear, cliarming
cieature—all life and gaiety, quite out-
dashes Mr. Leslie, %ho is too good and
too steady for me. So, aunt, you see
you must now give up all hopes of my

VOL, J. B
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being lady Ormond; it canna, winua
munna be,” said she laughingly, quot-
ing the words of an old Scotch song,
and humming them over carelessly to
“the tune of the ballad. She evidently
enjoyed the dismay and utter amaze-
ment depicted on the countenance of
Mzs. Denningham.

¢« Tam really shocked, Laura,” said the
latter, “at the levity with which you
treat this impoﬁant subject. Besides,
I had planned every thing so well for
you and Leslie :—the Priory was to have
been fitted up for you both for my life,
and Julia and I would have been content
with the cottage in the park. I hadlaid
out all the intended improvements: and
then to have seen you some future time
- lady Ormond, (if you had been happy,
my child,) would have been all I could
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fiave wished,” said the poor old lady,
grieved to find she had planned so much
in vain. .

“Dear aunt,” said Taura, ¢ instead.
of preparing the Priory, I think you
have, as usual, been building castles. in
the air. But suppose I should be lady
O’Neal, instead of lady Ormond; will
not that sound quite as well? To be
sure, sir Carroll is on]y a baronet, an
Irish baronet, with fiftcen hundred a
ycur, and a park. But you look as
grave as if I were going to wed sir
Gawen, or some other grim knight of
theswoful countenance.” '

"At this moment the Miss Alvingtons
were announced ; and the lively chit-
chat of these and other morning visitors
dispelled the gloom, \Yhich had begun to

E2
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settle on the brow of Mrs. Denningham.
She felt hurt at the want of confidence
which Laura had evinced towards her;
for, upon further inquiry, her aunt -
~found she had actually rejected Mr.
Leslie, and as decidedly accepted sir
Carroll, without once consulting her on
the subject. She too well knew the
temper of her niece, to hope that any
thing she could now urge, to entreat
her to be more«considerate, would be
of any avail. Secif-willed and, hasty as
even she was compelied to ailow Laura
to be, Mrs. Denningham knew, that, i
she attempted to opposc her inclinations,
it would 6uly render her niece more per-
cmptory in her determination. She g
sighed, as she called to mind the mild
obedience of Julia: *she would not
turn a deaf ear to my advice,” said she,
mentally.

&
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" Sir Carroll O’Neal, the causc of her
present disquiet, was an Irish baronct,
once of good fortune ; but latterly, from
a continual run of ill luck at the gaming-
table, his income was considerably les.
sened. Thoughtless, good-natured in the
extreme, he was an casy dupe to these
who were less scrupulous than himself
in notions of fonour. He was, by many
of his acquaintance, acctised of having
an eye to Miss Denningham’s fortune,
rather than a real attachment to herself;
bat this accusation was as unfounded
as ungenerous, for he .really preferred
Laura to every other female of his ac-
qudintance. Her vivacity and high spirit
- had delighted him ; and in his devotion

to his fair mistress, he never once staid
to consider what fortune she would

have: had Laura been pennyless, he
would have declared bimself her en.
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thusiastic admirer, and most devoted
lover. “

Unlike his intimate friend and com-
“panion, captain Kinmore, sir Carroll
was only too generous and unsuspicious :
fervent in his attachments, he was a
tirm friend and ardent lover. And yet,
with such a noble dispodition, no pru-
dent mother or guardian could wish
their daughter or ward to become his
wife : mevitable ruin, and all the horrors
of poverty, were the almost certain con-
sequences of a union with this thought-
less though amiable young man.

It was this belicf that so strongly bias-
sed the judgment of Mrs. Denningham
asainst the match, even more than the
demolition of all her favourite projects,
when she so deeply regretted the impru-
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dent choice, which her niece had deter-
mined on. In vain she attempted, with
the assistance of Charles Denningham,
to dissuade Laura from becoming lady
O’Neal, even if she intended to think®
no more of Leslie. But she was deaf
to their remonstrances ; and Mrs. Den.
ningham was, at length, reluctantly
drawn in to give her consent to what
she could not be brought to approve.
The ensuing morningy sir Carroll was
received .as the accepted lover of her
aicee; and soon after the day was named,
when Laura’s fate was to be decided
past all recall, and she was to become
{he bride of the happy sir Carrgll.

Julia, being ‘three years younger than
her sister, was considered too much of
a child to take any interest in what was
about to take place;, at the early age of
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fifteen, it was not likely she should have
much care for the future. Believing, as
she did, that Laura could not fail in
being happy, now she had gained her
aunt’s consent to have the man of her
choice, Julia rejoiced with sincere de-
light at the flattering prospccts of her
sister : tenderly attached to Laura, she
lamented only the cert®nty of their
separation," which must take place so
soon.

Unkind as Laura had been, yet the
forgiving and affectionate Julia could
not but regret losing her sister, perhaps
for a great length of time; and the idea
of her residig‘é constantly in Ireland
seemed “at first too melancholy to be
thougm of. Her éreatest consolation
amid these. sombre reflections was the
hope of retaining Jane Mordaunt in the
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*neighbourhood of the Priory. She bad
becn her first, her earliest friend: two
years older than our heroine, Miss
Mordaunt had been her confidante and
adviser, from the time of their first acs:
quaintance: with her and Mrs. Mor-
daunt’s instructions, she had follogved
that linc of duty, which had so impor-
tantly tended, to her improvement and
happiness.

Contrasted with the manners of the
Miss Alvingtons, the sweetness and
simplicity of Jane Mordaunt rose still
higher in" the estimation of Julia; nor
'was she the only person, who drew a
comparison between tiig trifling ‘in-
sipid beings and the mffectcd un-
obtrusive daughter of Mrs. Mdl:(ﬁtv,

Charles Denningham too plainly saw
E S5
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through the .shallow devices of sir
George Alvington an® his two daugh-
ters, to be for a moment flattered by the
very particular attentions he received
irom either. The father he knew to be
a perfect man of the world; and the
daughters were too vain and trifling to
please even so young a man as Charles
Denningham, if he had ths least discri-
mination of character. Charles was not
deficient in discernment : he saw that
Honoria, the eldest of the Miss Alving-
tons, was a mere sentimental fine lady,
who had so filled her head with German
plays and French romances, that she
“could scarcely condescend .to giver a’
thought to aggthing but love and stn-
timental friei%hip of the most extra.
kind; not unfrequently to the
gxeat;amus.ement of her numerous ac-
quaintance,
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+ Georgina, the second daughter, laid

claim to being a wit, and fancied that
the pert flippancy of her replies wefe
received with universal applause ; while,
in fact, she was the jest of all who knew,
her. The very reverse of the languor
and affectation of her sentimental sister,
she tormented every one with her ex-
cessive volubility and overstrained viva.
city: it was difficult to say which she
excited moét‘, the mirt.h or the contempt
of her companions.

Lady Alvington throught them truly
irresistible, and was perfectly astonished
«that Charles Dennmgham was not quite
sm;tten with one or ather of her accom-
plished daughters. ‘She excused him, at
first, on a,ccount of* his extreme youth ;-
but this could now no longer be urgved‘
as a reason for his 1nd1ﬁ'erence and lady
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Alvington was secretly much mortified
that her plan had not succeeded ; this
her pride would not allow her to ac-
knowledge openly.

¢« He is but a school-boy yet,” said
'she to sir George, at one of their pri-
vate conferences on the subject; “he
is but lately escaped from the jurisdic-
tion of that moping old book-worm
Morland,” added her ladyship with con-
temptuous petulance.

“ Very true,” replied sir George;
“ but I could have wished him, young
as he is, to have made choicg of one of
the gir]é, or we may lose him yet: the
boy may see some country Miss at the
Prior’)’?Who will succeed in gaining him,
though Honoria and Georgina have
failed.”
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“ Impossible !’ exclaimed his lady
with great vehemence: ° you pay the
Miss Alvingtons - a high compliment
indeed, to imagine for a moment that
an ignorant country gil can ever rival
my daughters, dtsnngulshed as they
are for their beguty and accomplish-
‘ments.”

« Well, my love, I did not mean to

slight the dear girls,” replied éir George.
¢ If the young fellow saw with my eyes,
he would prefer them. to any other
‘beings on the face of the globe; but
another - winter may be more success-
fyl ; perhaps, too, the girls may be in-
vited. by that old «guiz, Mrs."Denning-
ham, to retum to the Priory with her
nieces ; if so, 1 shtall still hope the best,”l
added he; and thus ended the consul-
tation.
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CHAPTLR 1V,

Toe Miss Alvingtoms, instructed by
theit very prudent mamma, so complete-
ly ingratiated themselves into the favour
of Laura, that she insisted' upon their
returning with her to Westcombe. This
was precisely what they both wished ;
but, in order to enhance the favour of
their company to their young friend,
they just then unfortunately called to
mind several engagements they had al- -
ready x§;de among their acquaintance.
Laura, as Phey expected, became the
more resolute in her determination, that
they, should give her the preference, and
go immediately to the Priory. After
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*much secming debate, the young ladies
at length consented. Ilonoria declared
it was impossible to refuse her fair friend
any thing.

¢¢ Dear, lovely Laura,” said she, with
an affected sighy ¢ I cannot renounce
the pleasurc of your valued society; I
cannot exist, without you, sweet fasci-
nating girl! What would the whole world
be without a friend? where could I then
look for a congenial sout? Friendship,
such as ours, is the bliss of life!”” added
the romantic girl, with all the silly airs
of sentimental heroism.

¢ What will you do when I am in

Ireland ”” inquired Laura, with her usual
archness,

“Oh! the kind zephyrs will waft her
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sighs over {o the emerald isle,” said:
Georgina.

“ But dear Honour, bright and fair,
here’s the Captain debonair ; will not he
console you, think you, in the absence
of Miss Denningham "

This was said in such a half ironical
half playful manner, that Laura could
not avoid joining in the laugh at the
expense of Honoria ; and declaring that
captain Kinmore might, she t'hought,
well supply the place of the congenial
soul Miss Alvington had been so long
seeking. This retort rather nettled the
young lady ; for she was conscious she
had flirted very much of late with the
dashing Hibernian; but not with any
"decxded preference for him, but merely
becaus¢ he knew how to compliment
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*her in her own style. This, it is certain,
he did but for his own amusement, and
that of his brother officers; who Jestmg.
ly observed « that Kitimore had proved
how easy it was to obtam the distinc,
tions of ‘Honour, however pétverse that
purblind . dame Fortune had hitherto

“been to his wishes.”

At the thorest ,,captam‘ Kinmore and
Charles ﬂehniﬂgﬁhm api)eared, the
two sisters ‘Had “unférmnately. thrown
aside their company voices j and were"
sharply engaged ina dlspute, which had
so completely thrown * them off their
guard, that neither was conscious of
thte approach of the‘gentlemen. Laura,
all the time, was. laughing heartily at-
the pet they were in about such a trifle,
as had been the original cause of their
altercation,
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On entering the drawing-room, the
first glance convinced the intruders, that
their prescince was at that instant quite
mal-d-propos ; yet they had advanced too
far to retreat. Unwilling as they were
to be spectators of this little fracas, they
were in a manner forced into it: both
sisters began in one breath vehemently
accusing each other of *eavy, malice,
and all uncharitableness.,” It was with
the utmost difficulty, that the united
efforts of both gentlemen coulg pacify
the anger of the emraged disputants ;
each declared thc other was to blame,
and neither was willing to conciliate.
The languishing eyes of Honoria now
sparkled ‘with rage, her whole framc
trembled with passion ; while her sister,
with provoking malice, cast the most
irorical and cutting rcflections on the
conduct of the sentimental Honoria,
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"whose present manmer she -purposely
contrasted with her usual affectation of
mild benevolence and sweet timidity.

Laura, in spite of her mirth at theis
cxpense, felt almost ashamed of their
violence and wam: of‘ decorum.

Charles, who had never before wit-.
nessed such a sceme, stood utterly con-
founded s but Kinmare, with more ad-
Aress and presence.of mind, by indirect
compliments to both ladies succeeded
in soothing their irritable tempers, and
began again to conversé’ th.h Honoria
i his accustomed style of bombast ;
which, from the very amiable motxve of
mortlf'ymcr ‘her sister, she - “tiow " efi-

couraged more than ever. _She gradually
resumed her airs of: langmd sens:bﬂ!ty ;
and was once more, as if by magic, the
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very soul of sentiment. Reclining grace-
fully on one of the superb couches, she
tdok up a volume of Zimmerman on
Solitude. ¢ Charming idea, how lovely
is solitude!” she exclaimed in a soft
melodious accent.

¢ Not very polite to the present com-
pany,” said her sister, in something of
her late acrimonious tone of voice.

“ But does not the same aunthor re-
mark, that even in the most delightful
solitude he still felt a wish for some
dear ohject, to whom he could say, ¢ How
lovely is solitude?” *” said Charles Dan-
ningham,

« You are right, Charles,” observed
Lauta; “he no doubt wished for a con-
genial soul,” said she,: casting a playful
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*mischievous glance at Honoria, which
was not lost on Kinmore. He guessed it
was an allusion to a former remark of
Honoria or her.sister, more likely the
former. ¢ Perhaps some onc desrer
than a friend, a lover !’ said Kinmore,
throwing himself on his knees, and
snatching the fair hand of Miss Alving.
ton with impassioned ardour, which he
pressed to his lips; < with a love~ per-
haps you would condescend to exclaim,
* How charming is solitude!” Lovely
Honoria, with thee the most frightful
solitude would be to me a Paradise !”

»All joined in the laugh against the
blashing simpering heroine, who, f‘qr )
time, pretended to be quite embarrassed
by the high-flown ‘speech of the gallant
captain; but at length perceiving $he
was the object of ridicule to all present,
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instead of envy and admiration, as she
had before flattercd herself, she started
fiom the couch, and exclaimed with a
tragedy air, “ There is no true love, but

k24

love divine

This was too ridiculous: even Chailes
Denningham, (though provoked and
disgusted at her folly,) could not repress
his laughter ; and Miss Alvington, cast-
ing one of her most indignant glances
at the whole party, left them to enjoy
their mirth uncontrolled.

Georgina maliciously enjoyed the
evident mortification of her sister; and
plepsed heiself with the ides, that she
should now wholly engross the attention
of both gentlemen to her own bon.mots
andfancied witticisms. For Laura, being
already engaged, could not be displeased
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«at her attracting the admiration of cap-
tain Kinmore, if Charles Denningham
should continue indifferent.

Both geutlemen were+to accompany
their party to Westcombe-Priory; and
Miss Georgina thought it advisable, like
many other young ladies, *to keep two
strings to her bow,” as she cxpressed
herself. But;.we will now, if the reader
pleasc, return to the worthy Mrs. Den.
ningham and her nieées, whom we left
on the point of quitting town to return
to the Priory. Previous to their depar-
ture, it was necessary to call on, their

.sqveral friends to take leave of them,
Dl.;ring these visits, Julia found ample
field for amusement; and sometimes,
though but rarely, of improvement.
Laura, (engaged as she was with
younger, and, as she thought, mere
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agrecable companions than most of her
aunt’s friends,) would not always be of
the party, but prevailed on her and
Julia to make her excuses.

It may be remembered, at the time
when Mrs. Denningham was first in-
troduced to the reader, she had formed
an acquaintance with a certam learned
coterie, 3 Jhd of Bas Bleu somety Now,
though Mrs. Denningham had certainly
given up all literary competition of late
yedrs, yet she’:had not ren_punced the

z?:amtance of her learned f'rlends she
still gccasionally was of their parties,
and not unfrequently adopted some f,
her favourite schemes from new opinig‘}ns
they had started in her hearing.

Among this circle of friends, Mrs.
Oldbury was a standing favourite ; every
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thing that she did or said was sure to be
approved by our visionary.

Lady Blandish, with the noted Chinese
characters, had long since retired from
this vain wedld, and 1ts ,«5‘;1 vamer pur-

et aud to that world
where the virtwes of a Christian charac-
ter alone could be of any service to her
ladyship.

Many others of Mrs, Denningham 8
early friends had in a similar manner
disappeared ¢ from lifes busy stdge.”
Bute ope aged spiuster yet remained,
who* had Been the first member of the
learned society i)efore alluded to: she
seemed, by her vehemznce of utterance
and ext:emg vq‘lubihty. to hzwe kept
even old Tilae himself at bay; as she

"VOL. I. F
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had for nearly half a century every mald
human being of her acquaintance. From
her ladyship’s dashing nephew, to the
very footman who was perforce obliged
- to wait on her, all dreaded alike the
sound of her not very mellifluous voice.
Having lately, to the reliefof her friends,
been wholly engrossed by the study of
craniology, she very ckaritably laid
down the rule, that people were cither
good or bad accerding to the appearance
of their sculls. She had studied, and
studied so long, that she at length gave
implicit credence to the fanciful system
broathed by the learned Spuizhein, and

thers of his peculiar way of rcasoning:

t must be owned, that in feeling over
the wtubexan,ces of her own scull, lady
Ann had flattered herself, that hers
alone was of the most amiable and de-
sirable construction. Proud  of this
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tancied superiority, she was never so
well pleased as when disctssing the
subject of craniology ; and was sure to
end by wishing to fecl the sculls of all
her different visitors, whom she could
possibly perswade to suffer their heads
to be submittéd to her judgment.

Another lady of the same coterie was
distinguished for her studies in various
branches éf natural history; and be-
sides had such a passion for the dawn-
ing arts of the savage nations, that she
actually s{ent to Amex;i‘ﬁa"to purchase a
picce of cloth mad¥ of the bark of some
trec, the peculiar growtlt of tha¥coun-
try.  With this she received a f#8 spe-
cimen of matting, woven with gt 'in4
genuity from ‘the Jong grass by the 3n- .
habitants of the South Sea Islands, This
Mus. Paterson declared to be inimitable,

F 2
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both for use'and beauty. She said, ““she’
greatly preferred it to carpets, and was-
resolved to have the whole of her coun-
try-house furnished with this new and
ingenious manufacture, in place of the
costly carpets, which had, till now, de-
corated her apartments at the villa of
Beaulieu. Mrs. Paterson - staid not to
consider how this singular substitute
would correspond with the magnificence
and splendour which the other furniture
exhibited : it was a novel idea ; 1o one
but herself had planned it; and that
one reason was,% itself, all-sufficient.

The ‘next conmderatmn was, wherc

she get it manufactured, even if a
¢id of grass couild be obtained :
.dilemma, - Mrs. Paterson deter-
mmed to consult “ her dear fricnd Mrs.
Dennmgham, - before she left town. Ac-
cmdlﬂg]y, when that lady did call, .she
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'% entertained with a long detail of the
superior advantages of matting over car-
pets, which Mrs. Paterson declared to
be enervating in the extreme.

“ But would not India matting be
equal to that from the South Sea
Islands ?’ inquired Mrs. Denningham,
¢¢ The formee is to be had, and is some-
times used in this country ; I think you
will find great difficulty in procuring the
lutter, at least sufficient for your pur-
pose.” | '

“ I detest the India matting, and I
am certain it has not half the adyantages
of *my beautiful specimen,?” replied the
lady: « I wish to ‘have a  manufactory
established in this country, for-this par-
ticular kind. . I wish Mr. Paterson would
allow me to set up, one in our village,
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near Beaulieu: it would be an excellent
method of employing the poor ; besides,
they could weave hammocks for their
children, the same as you, no doybt,
have secn in the British Museum ; much
better for them than sleeping on those
heaps of filth and rags they call
beds.”

Ifere Mrs. Paterson was obliged to
stop to take breath ; and Mrs. Denning-
ham said, (as if struck with some sudden
thought,) * And you really think it
would be to their advantage if we could
succeed in establishing your plan: I
should like to try, if T could be certwin
of bencfitting the poor by it.”

“ My dearcst friend, you quite delight
‘me; you are positively the only enter-
prising character I know. I make no
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"manner of doubt of its succeeding ; you
must set about it immediately: I will
consult Dr, W——- what kind of grass
shopld be cultivated for our purpose:
I know he can advise 1;5, and will be
happy to forward any new plan; it is
what he delights in.  You shall have my
beautiful specimen of matting, and the
curious hammeck ; they will both serve
your people as patterns.”

“ 1 am determined to try what can
be done,” rcjoined Mrs. Denningham;
“ since it may serve, at all events, to
employ ‘the poor children, and $o far
‘widl do good. T shall set aboyt it im-
mddiately on my return; as soon, at least,
as we have found what grass will do the
best. And I must ¢éngage one or two
experienced weavers to examine the
web you intend to lend me; these, and
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spinners, must be had to instruct the
children. But may I not beg the favour
of seeing these valuable curiosities? I
mean the hampaock and matting, which

I bave not yet seen.”

¢ Oh! by all means; what could 1
possibly be thinking of, not to show you
them before? Shall I trouble you to go
with me to the nursery, you will then
see the hammock: i perfection, 1 had
Mr, B—— of the lL.—— Museum here
this morning, to consnlt with him how it
should be slung, that I might have it
precisely like those uscd by the South
Sea Islgnders.” Saying this, she “in-
stantly led the way to the children’s
apartments; she threw open the door of
the sleeping room, and, to the utter
amazement of Mrs. Denningham, (and
Julia, who vhad been an attentive ob-
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server of all that had passed,) they be-
held two infants asleep in the ham-
mock before mentioned. This was slung
at Jeast cight of ten fecl: from the floor,
and across the middle of the room, sus-
pended from the ceiling : the apartment
being cxcceding lofty and spacious, it
really appeared frightful to behold two
such young <hildren so imprudently ex-
posed to the danger that threatened
them, of being, by amy inadvertency in
arawing, up the cord of the hammock,
thrown out from such a height; the
probable consequences of which were
too dreadful to think of.

®¢ There ! said Mrs, Paterson exult-
ingly, <“is ngt that singular? is not that
simplicity itself? primitive simplicity,
no fine complicated machinery, no ‘en-
cumbrance of bedstead. This hammock

rd
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folds up, or is suspended as you now sce
it: that is precisely the method of the
natives of Owhyhge, pr Otahcite !”

-« But I shonld fear somc accident to
the children: are they quite safe, do
“yon think, drawn up to such a tremen-
dous height as they now are? I must
own,” said Mrs. Denningham, ‘¢ that
Julia and I are alaimed for their safety,
dear little creatures' I should fear that
slight cord of dried grass alone was not
sufficiently strong to beat them.”

“¥pu are deceived aitogether, I as-
sure you;” replied the mother of the
poor babes : ¢ that hammock would sup-’
port the weight of a man six feet in
height ; but I cannot persuade nurse of
this,” said she, smiling at what she#
called the yain fears of her attepdant.
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¢ No, madam, I can’t say I like such
new-fangled ways; why should we fol-
low the ways of a parcel of wild selviges,
wiro never hknew the comfort of a ’bed
in all their lives? 'I'e dear children
will surely be killed ; if, madam, you do
mean 1{o keep using this outlandish
vagary : for my part, I can hard]y' sit
by and sce, the dear innocents hoisted
up like in a great cabbage uet, a'l hang-
ing as it were on nothing.”

IIcr(; the old woman, -(who had been
an attendant in the family for many
years, and was moreover rather a
{avourite with her lady,) began to en-
treat sh}é would let the infants once
more ‘sleep in a bed fit for a Chris-
tian;” meaning"a human being, in
which sense the word Christian is “fre-
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quently used incorrectly by the lower
classes.

“No, Dalling, no, I cannot give up my
vlans; Christian or Pagan, the children
shall sleep there. I amn sure they are
very comfortable ; but hefore we go, let
us just have a peep at the dear little
animals.”

Dalling, grumbling and discontented,
began to loosen the very slender cord
that fastened the hammock. This had by
some means become entangled in being
drawn*up; and the moment she at-
tempted to unfasten it and lower the
hammocic, from its twisted state it He-
gan twirling round and round, in a way
very similar to that of a machine called
a Bottle-jack, which, when wound up,
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*continnes going round for a certain in-
terval. By this cxtraordinary action of
the rope it brokes but fortunately not
before the children had nearly 1'eached
the ground in theu' Strange sort of,
couch. Julia, almest dead with terror,
rushed forward, and, by the assistance of
Dalling, caught the hammock just be-
fore it touched the boards. The infants,
awakened by the velocity and singular
mode of their descent, looked wildly
wound ; tewrified as they were, they
had no svoner recovercd their breath,
than they immediately set up such a
scream, as to make the lofty chamber
re-echo with their piercing cries: it was
with the utmost difficulty, that the nurse
and the teader-hearted Julia could pos-
sibly succeed in qieting them.

Alarmed at the accident, and almost
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stwnned at the noise. Mrs. Denninghan,*
+ having assiired herself that the children
were not in reality hurt, was glad to
retreat from this scenc of confusion;
but before shé left Mrs. Paterson, she
carnestly entreated. her not to risk the
safety of her little oncs by placing them
again in the hammock. 1ler friend, who
was a very tender mother, for this once
consented to follow the dictates of pru-
dence and good scnse, in preference to
the wild chimeras of her gwn imagina-
tion. .

*“ But the mats, my dear Mrs. Den.
ningham,” said she; “ you will not give
up all thoughts of them'surely ! That
cannot injure any‘on.e, and the plan will
certainly be beneficidl by employing the
poor.”
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T think it might,” replied her friend, .
unwilling as well as herself’ to give up
the newly suggested plan. “ I will thick
of it, and let you know ; but I think I
must consult Mr. Morlahd about it be-
fore I decide.”

After some trivial conversation on in-
different subjects, the ladies took their
leave of Mrs. Paterson, and proceeded
to the house of lady.Auu’Marvol. On
heing announced, they fouud her lady-
ship lost in decp contempljation ; and, to
the no small horror of Julia, she belield
a scull, marked with black lines jn vari-
ous directions, as dividing it into sepa-
ratc scctions. Mrs. Denuningham, ac-
customed to the singular pursuits of her
Jadyship, could 1ot forbear smiling at
the visible surprise of her niece.
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Lady Ann started up as from a pro-
found reverie, and with the most gra.
cious air her mcager countenance could
assume, to receive her visitors.—< I was
really so lost in thought, that 1 scarcely
saw you approach. ‘I beg ten thousand
pardons, dear Mrs. Denningham; but I
know you will excuse me, when 1 tell
you, I have been studying the most in-
teresting subject in creation. This scull
has afforded me more amusement than
youn canimagine ; Iam quite cnraptwied
with the ait of studying a person's
disposition by the formation of their
sculls.« For instancé, 1 can tell the
disposition of the man who once own-
ed that scull on the table, as well ‘as
if' he were here this moment: it is, in-
deed,,a most entertaining study,” said
sheg, taking up the scull, and handling
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it with the same easy nonc'halance she
would her snuff-box. She then pointed
out the various bones, as classed by the
most celehrated craniologists: < This is
thc organ of destructiveness, and that,
of comtulctnrench and that of ama-
tiveness,” said her ladyship. ¢ See, the
organ of destructiveness is in this sub-
ject uncomsionly prominent; and to
prove how true is this new system, I
wust tell you, that b know from autho-
rity, that this is the scull of a mmderer,
who was hung for the‘crime, and his
body dissected. By great iuterest I
was allowed the loan of it; for Igreatly
preferred studying a real scull, to any
wooden painted scmblance “of onc.
I have overcome all prejudices, and care
no more for han.dling this untenanted
mansion of an ethereai soul, than ¥ do
for taking hold of my fan, or a box of
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bons-bons. .Hcre, child, take ity and i
look over the different lines I have
drawn on it; it will perhaps amuse
you,” said her ladyship as she pre-
sented the scull to Julia; who, half fear-
ful of offending lady Ann by her child-
ish fears and prejudices, dared not
openly refuse it, yet trembled with
horror at the idea of taking hold of such
a terrific object as the scull of a murderer.
Trembling with fear, she had well nigh
let it fall from her hands.” Her aunt, hap-
pening that moment to observe her emo-
tion, and that she looked uncommonly
pale, felt for her distress, and kindly apo-
ldgizeli for the weakness shg evinced, in
being;unib]e to handle a scull with the
samne f’comp'osure her ladyship did.

“But a girl of ‘fifteen, you know,
lady Ann, caunot be expected fo - act -
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* . . ! .
with such fortitude and superior sense as
one of your ladyship’s talents.”

This compliment brought.a smile on
the ghastly features of lady Ann, which
made her look alme!t as frightful as the
cause of poor Julia’s alarm.

1wo ladios were now announced;
one a relation of her ladyship, a Mrs.
Marvel; and the othar a young lady of
tne name of Popplewell. After the
usual salutations were over, the ladies
entered into conversation with Mrs.
Dcnn‘iﬁgham and her niece on warious
subjects ;' b’utﬁ lady . Ann, wholly en-
grdssed by her favourite study, i)ersistcd
in introducing craniology to the notice
of her visitors. She read them a long
catalogue of the remarks and noteseon
the different heads she had herself stu-
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died; and concluded by modestly as-
serting, that none she had ever scen
equalled Lier own for the good qualities
it evidently indicated.  She then ran on
a long string of technical terms, to prove
that her scull was cast in such a mould,
as,to endow her with every amiable and
prudent disposition.

Miss Popplewcll chiose to appear rather
sceptical, while cher friend contented
herself with expressing her astonish-
ment.

Murz. Denningham and Julia did not
think proper to dispute the pointin
question., bu%could not repress the
smile of incredulity. Probably this was
perceived by lady Ann, and, with the
merg apparen! scepticism of Miss Pop-
plewell, served to irritate the tenacious
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.tcmper of her ladyship. Angry remarks
and hints were thrown out by both la-
dies ; argument succeeded argument,
till both the disputants, forgetting the
decorum of good b tedi.ng, flatly con-
tradicted cach othl It was in vain
that Mrs. Denningham and Mrs. Mar-
vel endeavoured to appease their anger,
and to change the topic of conversation,
which had, unhappily, produced so
much altercation.

“Indeed, lady Ann,” said Aliss
Popplewcll, <1 must say, 1 fecl myself
insulted by your remarks on the forma-
tion of my secull: I think them very
illiberal. And, as to your own preten-
sions to all the ca.rdinal virtues, I can-
vot believe you arc entitled to that
distinetion : I think my own scull quite
as well formed as your ladyship’s. I can
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easily imagine, you have in perfection
the organ of constructiveness, and that
of destructiveness too; if by that may be
comprchended the wish to invent accu-
sations, in the intention to destroy re-
putations I’ Miss Fopplewell here cast
a look of malignant irony on lady Ann,
which her ladyship as graciously re-
torted.

«“Well, Miss Popplewell, I can bear
with your temper, I hope; for those
who have their sculls so unhappily dis-
tinguished as yours is, must be expected
to be*of a warm temper,” said she, with
an affected;smirk, bridling up her siiff
head and scraggy neck.

“ Really, maam, this is too much;

H

these ladies shall be my judge,” said

her oppmwm.
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¢« I dare you to follow my example,”
said the exasperated lady, tearing off
her bonnet, and euntreating Mrs. Den-
ningham to feel her head, and judge by
the scull that stood mear on the table,
re'ady marked outdfor the study of
craniology. .

Lady Aunny in the height of her in-
diguation, forgot that the jetty ringlets
which adorned her brows werc not the
g-owth of her own pericranium, but
purchased at her ladyship’s hairdresser’s.
In displacing her head-dress, the bor-
rowed curls fell to the ground® ‘Not
hgeding this, (at any other time, calami-
totis w/zf’she bared her head for in-
spcctlon A few scattelcd locks of
grizzle gray fell' over ber wrinkled
brow ; but the upper part of her head
was 8o bald and bare, that it might have
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served Spurzheim himself as a study,— -
a living subject for the exercisc of his

inventive faculties.

Advancing towards Miss Popplewell,
lady Ann cast such’ a withering g]an‘ce
at that equally enraged damsel, that she
retreated from the awful scowl, really
terrified. She might well have exclaim-
ed, ¢ Shake not your hoary locks at
me,”” for the frowais of her ladyship still
pursued her, till, somewhat socthed by
the conciliating manners of Mrs. Den-
ningham and the ecntreaties of Mrs.
Marvel, both ladies were prevailed on
to be more calm, and to give up the

point in debate.

Poor Julia, all this time silent from
terror and astonishment, was delighted
when her aunt proposed to take leave.,
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As soon-as they had left the house,
and she once more found herself safely
seated in the carriage, she exclaimed,.
“ Dear aunt, is it possible lady Ann
can be in her right s 158 ?—surely she
cannot! Did you Jer' hear of such
conduct ?—I was really 36 frightened, I
could not tell where I was; if you had
not been with me, I should have run
out of the house as I would out of
Bedlam.”

« My sweet girl,” observed her aunt,
“] can easily believe your alarm was
great, at the very strange scene #ou
dave just witnessed. Lady Ann con-
ducted herself exceedingly ill. I have,
ot late, been so much disgustéd by her
pertinacity and ill Humour, I belicve I
shall drop her acquaintance.”

" VOL. L. G
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Julia was greatly rejoiced at this intel-
ligence, and, in better spirits, accom-
i)anied her aunt to Mrs. Oldbury’s,
another acquaintance of Mrs. Denning-

K

ham’s. - t
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CIIAPTER V.

Wuen Mis. Denflingham_and  her
niece arrived .at Mrs. Oldbury’s, Julia®
could not help remarking to hersclf
that they, secnted fated to meet with
singular events this morning, for the
first appearance of this kady was calcu-
Jated to exgite the surprise of the most
inattentive observer: she was so com-
pletely disguised by an immense pair of
green gogglers, that it was scardely
Possdble to recognise their old acquaint~
ance” She advanced to receive them
with all her accustomed cordiality, to-
tally regardless of her singular appear-
ance. As she moved from her seat, a°
piece of her gown (fleich had been

G2
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nearly torn off from the train) hun‘é;
dangling over her shoe, with the needle
and thread in it, which proved that she
had intended to repair the fracture,
however strange the method adopted of
doing so while on"uer persgn. Unfortu-
nately Fido, *her pet lap-dog, perceived
the fluttering fragment, and running
hastily towards his mistvess, he sprang
upon it with such eagerness, that he
set his little sofe foot right on the point
of the needle, which was left awkwardly
sticking outf of the work Mrs. Oldbury
had been engaged with. A hideous yell
wi the consequence of poor Fido’s
disaster; and some moments after. the
arrival of the visitors were employed in
soothing the firritated féelings of the
Little animal, who held up his wounded
‘paw with thé needle still sticking in it,
and’ whingd out’ his reproaehes to’ his
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thistress for her carelessness in leaving
itdn his way ; and yet, so very ridicu-
lous was the whole 'circumstance, that
the party could not forbear smiling at
the cause of his misfo[huné.' Mrs. Old-
bury, with perfect gbod humour, ex-
plained the reason of their having found
her thus employed. Having, she said,
studied optics,till she was nearly blind,
she had determined to’ try how she
could work with her gpgglers on; and
having just before rent the train of her
dress by unluckily steppx-ng her foot
through it, she took that up as being
work nearest at hand. He} friend, po-
.lltely assured her, that no apology was
necgssary to thiem, if she would pardon
their intrusien; but, both our heroine
and her aunt observed, that Mrs. Old-
bury ‘had, either from carelessness of
appearance, or entire absence of mind,
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beguu to repair her dress with a picct
of cotton of quite a different pattern and

‘texture,

‘ Surely,”” thetught Julia, ¢ the Miss
Alvingtons ‘were Gustificd in their asser-
tion, that my aunt associates with ¢ all
the oddities in town,” for so the young
ladies had expressed themselves in her
hearing. But, upon further acquaint.
unce, she found much to admire, and
still more to estecem, in the sentiments
and manners of Mrs.Oldbury: Singular
in her notions, she was not dictatorial
or pedantic.; on the contrary, so mild
and affable, tl;at her society was cougted
by all ranks and all ages. She kpew
how to amuse and trifle, with,thé most
amiable condescension, though of such
tuperior abilities as to entitle her to
associate with the most cmineut literary K
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*characters. Qur heroine had not been
one hour in her company, before she
regretted they must so soon be deprived
of her society.

‘With such emingnt talents as Mrs.
Oldbury undoubtedly possessed, it was
lamented by her real friends, that she
did not conform (in dress and other
little non-essentlals) to the customs of
the world in. general ¢ Smgulanty,” as
Mrs. Mordaunt had often justly observed
to her daughter and Julia, ¢“is a foible
in whomsoever .it may be observed: it
is frequently the weakness-of a superior
mijnd, but not the progf of strong intel-
legt; it is decidedly Hever. estimable,
whether it spring from vanity, or care-.
lessuees of the opinion of the world.”
And such would have been her remark,
had she been once in the company  of
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Mirs. Oldbury. This lady had, she said,’
been studying optics, and at last per-
suaded herself so much of the necessity
of guarding the organ of vision from
external injury, Qhat she resolved to
wear gogglers, whigh were then newly
invented; and she, arcordingly, for some
time continued to wear them. She had
not long been in the hahjt of wearing
them when Mrs. Denningham called
on her; the subject of optics was yet
fresh in her mind, and she earnestly
begged her friend would adopt the same
plan for herself and nieces.

Julia laughed at the idea of one so
young us she was wearing spectacles.
Laura, she was certain, would soon
laugh her aunt outeof such a singular
whim ; indeed, to say the truth, she
hoped her sister would not like her-
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self to wear the frightful green gog-
glers.

Before Mrs. Denningham went away,
Mrs. Oldbury hm‘t’e(} a®plan for the
behefit of her schgol—children; which
was, that each of fhem should have a
pair of green glasses like her own, ““in
order,” as shg said., ¢ to preserve their
sight perfect to an advanced age; and
this was the only method of doing so,
by being careful of it when young.”’

This in itself wgs good advice; “ But
surely,” thought her visitois; ¢ there can

, be_no necessity for encumbering chil-
drzs.n with artificial helps to the pewer of
vision ; their employments do not com-
monly tend to owverstrain the optic
nerves.”

G5
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‘But Mrs. Oldbury, though too welk
bred to be positive on the subject, yet
evidently was self-convinced of the
utility of children’s wearing green gog-
glers.

Mrs. Dennihgham’s natural good sense
taught hcr to consider the matter alto-
gether as absurd in the extreme but
she did not pomtx:rely rgfuse to adopt
the plan.

After a long chit-chat on' various
other subjects, Julia.‘ahd her aunt re-
turned home quite wearied out, though
quite amused, with their morning visits.,
The former had enough to relate to her
sister, who joined heartﬂ'y in. the laugh
which the recital of their peregrinations
excited. Laura was in uncommonly good;
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-humour with Julia, and, for a wonder,
told her “ she could be an amusing droll
little creature when she liked, but never
so much so as when laughing at the
quizzical acquairitag,a.e of*old aunty.”

Qur herdine did{ not much like this
disrespectful ,style) of language, when
speaking of her aunt or her friends;
though not darmg to say this to Laura,
she suffered it to pass unnoticed. But, in
her secret thoughts, she lamented that
her sistet should be so much led away
by the Miss Alvingtons, and others of
her acquaintance, to despise those whom
her aunt, her dearest friend, esteemed
especially Mrs. Oldbury, who had gain-
ed much in the estimation of Julia
durjng her short yisit.  As to lady
Ann and Miss Popplewell, they were
not to be classed among the firicnds,
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scarcely the acquaintance, of Mrs. Den-,
ningham ; their follies she could there-
forc more freely laugh at.

The next day, t}l;s family of the Den-
ninghams, accompatited by the Miss
Alvingtons, sir Cartipll O’Neal, and his
friend captain Kinw@re, set out for the
Priory; and as nothing material occurred
on the journey, the reader will excuse
my hurrying them over the next two
days, and will fpllow me to the account
of their arrival at Westcombe. -

It was a lavely morning in Jung when
the carriage stopped at the lodge. Old
Dorcas, came out to greet her mistress
and the young ladies, but lookpci aiérst
amazed at what she styled “such a“ ort
of fine company.” Bustling in for the
key of the great gates, she called for her
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good man the old gardener, who next
made his appearance, rather disconcerted
at not being in his full dress; for none
of the servants had expected the family
would arrive so soon,in the day.

¢ Well, Mattheg, how goes on the
garden? have youfany flowers for us?’
said Mrs, Denninyham, addressing the
eld man with her wonted tone of good-
natured affability.

Quite recovered from his embarrass-
ment by the condestension of his
respected mistress, Matthew smilingly
replied, “O yes, ma’am, we Bave a
power of racclusses, and nunclysses out
of number ; but some of the flowers and
plants, madam, you sent us, that comed
from across the seas, they be all dead:
there was no help for it, my lady ; but
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then we have a glorious show of Grand.
Turks and Bath nosegays, with the
finest rhodydundrums you ever beheld :
and the fincst blessoms on the fruit trees
we had this spring j we shall have a main
sight of fruit to pitk from the old trees
up yonder in the Pripr’s garden : there
will be a fine show of peaches and nec-
tarines, "I do expect.”

Mirs. Denningham, thinking that the
old man had by this time said his say,
was about to order the'man to drive on,
but she was as"soon checked in her in-
tention; for . Matthew, as if suddenly
recollecting some sad disaster, again .
approached the carriage, and with %
doleful countenance began again :

“ Madam, I had hke to have forgot
o tell you of one mlsfortune.
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““ Well, what is the matter ? nothing
happened to any of the servants I hope,”
said his mistress, with some alarm,
really disturbed by the solemnity of his
manner.

thank God, they e
all pure; but Adam has had his head
blown off, and Eve has dost her arm and
her hand that held the apple; hut the
great serpent is as flourishing as ever
_vound the old tree. And then - there is
St. George and the dragon very well,
"but only the dragon lost his. tail the
last high winds ; it stood 1p rathér awk-
Wardly always, to my mind.”

- “Why, madam§ there are none of
the servants hurt

Here honest Matthew was stopped in
his lamentation by the . ill-repressed
laughter of the young ladies, who fow
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comprehended the nature of the misfor- «
tune he so deeply deplored. Julia had
whispered to the Miss Alvingtons, that
those same wounded and mighty para-
gons were no -othgr than old yew trees,
cut into Agrotesque hguires; some meant
to be like human forjs, and designated
as the gardener had Eformed them.

Mrs. Denningham could not forbear
joining in the mirth of the youthful
party, to the no small amazement of old
Matthew, who stood as if doubting the
evidence of his senses ; for*he had been,
from his boyish days, accustomed to
view these same antique figures,—these
monuments of former times, with thé ‘
most profound awe and veneration. Yet,
not willing on this Qccasion to be the -
only sorrowful being in company, his
hard féatures gradually relaxed into a
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%mile: he very composedly produced
the ponderous keys of the lodge gates,
and as (eliberately set about opening
the latter.

Matthew, the very Teverse of his aged
&ame, was all steadiness and precision ;
nothing ever could Jput him out of his_
own pPrecise way of proceeding. For this
reason he had preferred having the care
of the lodge, to making one of the
establishment at the i’riory; in which
caprice Mrs. Denningham hid indulged
him, in consideration of the many years
of faithful servitude he had.spent in her
famlly Matthew still retained the si-
tuatxon of what he termed head gardener,
having a boy to work under his direc-
tions ; and Dorcas, his bustllng honest
dame, in like manner superintended the
dairy. Both were firmly attached to
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the interests of their mistress, from the
affability and liberality she had evinced
towar!s them and the rest of her do-
mestics, during the many years they had
been in her service.

As the carriages passed rapidly on
"through the old avenue that led to the
- Priory, the Miss Aivingtons, who had
never before been at Westcombe, were
each engaged in admiring the venerable
structure, )

“Oh delightful !” exclaimed Miss
Honorxa, ‘““how charming. this must be
by moonhght' In this cool sequestered
shade { could live for ever,” said she,’
with her usual sentimental drawl of
affectation.

"< With  biack veil and a rosary, you
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* would fancy yourself a second Heloise,
no doubt,” retorted her sister.

() no, the fair Constantia would suit
Honoria better,” sqg'A Laura ;" and Kin-
more would mhke a most excellent
'Theodore. Yourysister must have /
tather confessor,” gdded she playfully 3
¢ cannot we, aunt, furnish poor Kinmore
with a suitable dress from out of the old
stores at the Priory ?”

Honoria, unmindful, of feigning to
be »sv, of the ridicule cast on her predi-
lection for inonastic seclusion, stilL con-
Ltinued soliloquising in the same Strain
of. affected romance: “Oh! 'What a
solemn stillness reigns around!” said
she, with u deep #igh, as if she were
indeed about to be sacrificed at the altar
of superstition, instead of sharing with
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her young companions in the gay de-
lights of mirth and festivity.

Unfortunately for the lady’s sentimen-
tal cjaculation, th great house-dog, at
that instant hearing the approach of the

.. carriage, set up suclfa tremendous hewl
and bark, as made eten Miss Alvington
herself for once forget her whining
tone of sensibility, and exclair, in her
natural voice, “ Good God, we shall all
be torn to pieces By that frighttul beast ;
why he is, I declare, more like a young
lion than a dog: I hope he will not
make a spring at us,” said she, with
real terror depicted on her countenance,
which, .this time at least, was true to
nature in its cxpression.

“You need not be the least alarmed,”
said Julia, feeling for the distress of
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"Honoria : ¢ assure you he is as gentle
as a lamb to any one of us; he will not
attempt to hurt you.” To prove the
truth of this, she sprang out of the
carriage the very ru‘é'met'lt the step was
Jet down, and in an instant was by the
side of her old fhvourite Leo, who,-
delighted to feel ge gentle pat of her
well-remembsred  hand, fawned and
played all the frolicsome tricks of a kit-
ten, which, with his’ bulky form and
rude gestures, appeared truly ridiculous.

By thus suffering him to amusc him-
self, Julia succeeded in 'ke"eping I.eo at
~a respectful distance from the carriage,
while the ‘rest of the party alighted.
But unluckily for the timid fears of
.Honoria, the podr faithful creature,
chancing suddenly to efpy Mrs. Den-
ningham, darted forward with such a
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tremendous bound, that he nearly push-’
ed the young lady down ; so delighted
u.r'as he to see his old mistress.

Poor Honoria rah-shrieking into the
house, and made thg ‘old wainscot hall
“pe.echo with her ex?amations of terror.

All the servants, as if cailed together
'by an alarm bell, came running in the
utmost dismay, to know the cause of
such an ext}aordinary outcry. Among
the-foremost ‘was the old housekeeper,
who was before hastening to receive her
mistress.  “Lawk! miss, what’s the
matter ?”’. said she, with the utmost cop- .
sternation depicted on her countenance.
“ Nothing happened, I hope, to you,
miss,  or the other ladies?”’ said- she,.
taking hold of the ha]f'-famtmg Honorla,.
and good-naturedly supporting her.
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" «Oh! the dog, the dog!” replied
the young lady, looking toward the
door.

Julia, Laura, and gf!e other Miss Al-
vington now made their appearance,
and more clearly explained the cause-
of Honoria’s alarm; when the old
housekeeper would not forbear smiling
at what she thought the silly fears of
their visitor.

¢ Is that all " said she,” with a truly
ludicrous expression of blended disap-
pointment and surprise. ‘ Lawk! miss,
*-xou must be very very narvish, to be so
soon afeard. Poor Leo would not have

. hurt you: but may be you be subject
to them hsstorical fits. Come this way,
miss: would you please to sfep into my
room for a minute, and take a.few of my
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_cheering drops; I always keep them af

hand, for I am sometimes a little low
and nervish myself. Here, Lucy,” said
she to her daughter, “go forward and
speak to mfstress": tell her I made so
bold as to take the young lady into my
«room, ‘just to recover herself before
the rest of the company comes, seeing
as how she's terribly flestered, poor
thing !”

By this time the gentlemen were ar-
rived, and each was alternatély enga-
ged in descanting on the merits of the
Priosy and its adjacent grounds.

*This is a noble park !—fine deer j—
a fine country for, game, I should ima-
gine,”” said captain® Kinmore. ¢ This
place seem® to contain all that can ren-,
der a country life desirable,” added he ;
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and he spoke his sincere sentiments that
once, which wasg rarely the case, for he
was a perfeet man of the world, as well

as a bou vivant.

“.By my faith this is a fine place!
Why, this is equal to any thing we have

” said sir Carroll ;

in dear little lreland,
who, as a truerIrishman ought, thought
his own dear country possessed every
advantage under Ileaven. < By the
powers, those monks and priors were
jovial old dogs; they knew what good
living was. 1 dare say they got claret
in plenty here, to drink with their veni.
L~ this is a famous coast for smug-
gling : and then, you know, thc;' had
the advantage of their ncighbours ; they
could casily give themselves absolution
for such a pelly sin as that of encourag-®
ing smugglers!”
VOL. L. 11
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“ Besides, it was all in the way of
trade,” observed Kinmore: ¢¢the holy
fathers, no doubt, could sell them a few
endulzences.”

¢ By my faith and I did not think of
*that; Kinmore, you are before hand
with me there: but Denningham must
show me his hgrses. Whet hunters have
ye?—do you ever turn out a stag here 2-—
have you a geod pack of hounds?”
inquired the lively  Hibernian, in one
breath ; deeming these indispensable
requisites in the country, particularly
with such a noble estate as Westcombe

Priory. -

Charles could scarcely persuade him,
that he had neither. < The estate,” he
“said, ¢ was his aunt’s for her life ; and Bis
own fortune being comparatively small,
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Ife could not, even if he had the wish,
launch out into the style of life sir
Carroll had imagined he could : besides,
he was of late years very seldom at the
Priory ; and, moreove_;', he was not yet
of z;ge.”

«Och! I see how it is, you are yet
under trammals, my boy; but I hope
yet to see the day, when you shall go a
hunting with me, over there ‘n dear
little Ireland: there are the lads of
spirit for ye ;~~they will sodn teach you
what hunting and drinking is ;—and,
on my soul, what do we live for but to
*emioy ourselves? and in Ireland they
have got the knack of making the most
of their time that way: all the world
over that’s well known. Leave Paddy
alone ; he will be merry, where any othep
man would break his heart.”

ne
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Sir Carroll, during this panegyric ot
his countrymen, cvineed, by the hilarity
of his own countenance and manners,
the most undeniable proof off their. and
his claim to the justice of the eulomum
he had pronounced on the gaiclé de
ceeur of the lrish.

There was a singular ¢ontrast in the
disposition of these two Irishmen. That
of sir Carroll is better known to the
reader than that of his friend Kinmore,
who, beneath the semblance of thought-
less levity, concealed his rcal motives.
He had succeeded in ingratiating himself
into the favour of his gosd-natured cqp-*
panion, who, with & heart open as the
day, gave not a thought to the future.
Sir Carroll believed all those his friends,
who professed themsclves such.  Kin-
more he was firmly attached to; and he
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bad, to his own loss, very frequently
assisted that insidious hypocrite, who,
with an cye only to the fortunc of his
credulous dupe, bad l'cd him on from
one folly to another, till he had given
him such a passion for gaming, that at
the time when sir Carroll lett Ireland,
he was obliged to mortgage the great-
est part of lvis beautiful cstate near
Killarney.

Kinmore had in the mean time gained
a consideggable sum, his share of the
pillage that he and his vile associates
had made of the ample fortune of, the
“thaughtless Sir Carroll; yet Kinmore
comlucted his plans so artfully, that to
the Denninghams he appeared the
most disinterested friend, the most pru-
dent adviser, of the young baronet. The
undeviating attachment he showed for
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sir Carroll, his guarded manner when
the violence of his friend’s temper would
break out, when in the least opposed in
any favourite scheme, had won the
esteem of Mrs. Denningham ; who, capa-
ble herself of the most exalted friend-
ship, doubted not for a moment the
sincerity of Kinmore’s professions. -

(g

Haviug so 4a1 won the good will of
the old lady, it was no difficult matter to
obtain an invitation to the Priory, which
was exactly what Kinmore ‘had been
aiming at; for he by no means liked the
thopghts of being separated from sir
Carroll, till he could prevail on him te
return to Ireland; and once there, he
thought lLe should make sure of a part
of the handsome dowry sir Carroll would
seceive with Laura Denningham.
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° Pleasing himself with these nefarious
schemes, the cold-hearted villain acted
his part to perfection: he danced, sang,
flirted with the Miss Alvingtons, assist-
ed Julia in her dmwmg or music, played
cards with Mrs. Dennmgham, and rode
out with her nephew to call on their
different neighbours; in shiort, Kinmore
came with tke determinstion to make
himself agreeable to all parties, and he
fully succeeded.
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CHAPTER VI.

.. JuLia, once again at the Priory, felt
more happy than ever; for Laura, (fr(;m
being in the midst of cortinual gaiety,
and having the prospect of receiving as
much company as she pleased, when,
as the wife of sir Carroll, she should
preside at her own house,) was more
complaisant than usual to her sister.

Young and inconsiderate, her vanity .«
was flaitercd by the idea of becoming,
as she expressed herself, “her own
mistress.”” The love of power,®and the
lgve of dissipation, reigned triumphant
in her breast. The almost certainty of



CASTLES IN THE AIR. 153

fratifying her utmost hopes softened
the harshness of her temper; and even
Julia was treated with kindness: she
was allowed to share in the benefit of
the change, which had taken’ place in
the manners of this hauvhty, spoiled
child of indulgence.

Happy, besause all around. her seemed
happy, Julia hastened to il';lpart a share
of her present felicity, to her constant
fa.vou’htc, Jane Mordaunt : delighted to
be again xestoxed to the soticty of Mrs.
Mordaunt and her daughter, Julia,
while the other ladics were engaged
in arranging their dress after the jour-
ney, hastened to the cottage, certain
of being joyfully welcomed by both her
friends.

During this last visit of Laura at the
HS
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Priory, previous to her marriage, Mrs.*
Denningham frequently invited - Miss
Mordaunt, to join the parties of plea-
sure made for the young people then
assembled at her l‘l'()use. This attention
to Jane was a great annoyance to the
-Miss Alvingtons, instead of an agree-
able acquisition, as would have been
imagined, by any but suoh as were in
the secret of'th‘eir hopes and fears, as to
the result of their present visit. These
apt scholars of theix; artful mother, and
adviser in their plans, were more than
commonly quick in perceiving the in-
terest their dreaded rival had already
excited in the esteem, if not the aqffec-
tions, of Charles Denningham. They
now concluded,. they had for a certainty
discovered the real' cause of his indif-

forence for their superior attractions ;
they. despised, yet secretly feared the
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influence of the innocent object of their
aversion,

Jane Mordaunt, contrary to their be-
lief, remained wholly ignorant of the
préference’they so miich envied her for:
the Miss Alvingtons imagined it more
likely, that her apparent unconscious-
ness was a mgere artifice, practised the
better to secure her conquest.

But the more candid reader will
regdily ilagine it possible, -that a-girl
of seventeen, brought up in retirement,
and under the vigilant cye* of a tender
and prudent mother, should be igno-
rart of those notions of coquetry and
rage for. conquest, which the Miss Al
vingtons had acquired, by associating
only with the most dissipated and trj.
fling among the votaries of fashion.

+
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Simple and unaffected in  manners,e
though not distinguished for beauty,
Jane Mordaunt pleased hy the native ele-
gance of her deportment and the sweet-
ness of her disposition ; and the cultiva-
tion of her mind gave her, in the citi-
mation of the few who formed her
circle of friends and acquaintance,
charms superior to those Aistinguished
for beauty, who appeared too conscious
of their claim to admiration.

Modest and retiring, but not aygk-
wardly embarrassed in company, Janc
Mordaunt did not, perhaps, al first,
-gain that attention, which Laura Deri-
ninghath or the Miss Alvingtons at-
tracted in general society: hers was a
mind, a charactery which improved,
which won on the heart imperceptibly.
Inobtrusiye as she was, and diffident of
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+ her own power to please, it was impos-
sible to be in her company without
csteeming her; and never was there a
greater contrast than between her and
the Miss Alvingtond. This conviction
was so impresseéd on‘the mind of Charles
Denningham, that never were the plans
of sir George Alvington and his lady
so likely tg be frustrated as at this
time, while their daughters were on
this much wished for visit to Mrs, Den.
ningham.

.
Sir George had confidently calculated,
“ that one or other of the girls would
succeed in winning the heart of .young

Denningham.” .

Contrasted witly the delicacy and real
elegance of Jane, how .disgusting was
the sentimental affectation of I-Iono?ia,,
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or the pert flippancy of Georgina!.
Thus thought Charles as he continued
his solitary ramble in the park. His
friends that morning he had left for a
short time only, hoping, while they were
* engaged with the ladies, he could stedl,
unperceived by them, to the cottage,
and pay a visit to his old friend, Mrs,
Mordaunt. He had long wished to mal.¢
some inquiries of her after Henry, who,
being now in the navy, could be but
scldom at home. 'l’crhaps, too, another
motive, which he would not so’readily
own cven to himself, led Charles Den-
ningham towazds the humble residence
of th¢ Mordaunts. Cannot the fair
reader guess, that the hope of secing the
~lovely daughter, as well as the worthy
mother, was another very probable rea-
son? Bethat as'it may, Charleshad just
,crossed the park, and was entering the
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*little wood path that led to the cottage,
when he perceived his sister and Jane
Mordaunt at the farther extremity of
it. A moment afterward he was by
their side, and, giving an arm to each,
insisted on attending them in ‘their
walk. This neither lady refused; and he
accompanied them to Mrs. Mordaunt’s,
delighted at not having missed them;
as it gave him now an opportunity of
having the pleasure ¢f conversing with
Jane, uninterrupted by the intrusive im-
pertine;lce of the Miss Advingtons.

Never did a more happy .trig enter
the humble dwelling of Mrs. Mordaunt,
than Charles, Julia, dnd Jane. Mis,
Mordaunt welcomed them with good-
humourcd raillery; and inquired what
they had done with their gay cqm.-
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panions, meaning Laura and the Al
vingtons.

“We left them all apparently very
agreeably employed, in listening to the
gallant speeches of sir Carroll and cap-
tain Kinmore. They are more au fuit at
these things than I can possibly hope
to be,” said Charles:  the lndies always
give the preference to the red coals; 1
added he.

)

have no chance with them,’

¢« Not always, I should imagine,” said
Mrs. Mordaunt, with a half suppressed
sigh, as her nlind involuntarily reverted
to one she had formerly hersell given a
preference to: he who had long sincy
been numbered with the dead again
lived in her imagination.—¢ The life of
her who marries a military man must,
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"from the nature of his profession, be a
continual snccession of anxious hopes
and fears, and a most severe trial of her
fortitude,” said that amiable woman,
as she reverted in thz)ught to the hard-
ships she had cndure.d, and the anxious
cares that had marked her own past life.

I thinksl have heard Jane say, she
would never marry a man in the army,”
said Julia; “ so you,find, brocher, all
ladies are not so mightily taken with a
red coat., as you pretend to think.”

Charles owned that he iad passgd too
general an accusation, and acknow-
ledged himself in the wrong ; but in so
animated a manner, and with such a
brightencd glow ¢n his cheek, that it
was evident he was more “than cop-
monly pleased; and rejoiced to hgar,
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that Jane was not likely to be taken with
the gay manners of the Irish. captain,
lately arrived at the Priory.

Miss Mordaunt, perceiving the subject
lately alluded to recalled painful reflec-
tions to the mind of her mother, pur-
posely changed the topic of conversa-
tion, and began to speak of her brother ;
whom they expected home soon, to
spend some time with them, after hav.
ing been three years absent from Eng-
land. |

This was an event, which both Mus.
Mordaunt and her daughter anxiously
anticipated; for Henry was to thew
their every hope, and his return was to
be celebrated at the' Priory and at the
Cottage 4s a kind of jubilee.
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« The last letter we received was
from Sicily,” said Jane, in reply to
Charles’s inquiry after’ his former com-
panion: ¢ he wrote m excellent spirits,
and assured us he was never in better
health in his life.” '

* The climate -of Sicily is excellent,”
said Charles. I am glad he was not
sent to the West Indies; as it was ap-
prehended he would be, when last I -
heard of him.”

“ His captain fecevcw vovcss co v
for Sicily, where they Kave regained
stationed ever since,” said Mrs. Mor-
daunt : “ but I very much fear my poor
boy will be obliged, after all, to go to
the West Indies ; *which is what I dread
particularly, for it may well be styled ¢he
grave of the Europeans, the climate is"
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so fatal to the young men sent out there.
But I inust hope the best; as a sailor,
Henry must take his cl:ance,” said she;
not wishing, by her fears for the future
destiny of her son, to damyp the joy
they all felt in the hope of sceing him
$0 soon.

The morning being uncormmonly fine,
Mrs. Mordaunt consented to accompany
the young pcople to the school-house,
and to overlook the employment of the
children, as she had been accust(')med to
do in the absence of Mrs. Denningham ;
who, being now particularly engaged in
preparation for the wedding, which was
so soon fo take place, had begged her
friend o continue her kind offices at
the school. From *the circumstance
of her having so much company’at
this time at the Priory, it was not in
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‘the power of Mrs. Denningham to
supcrintend them herself as formerly.

Mrs. Mordaunt, when her declining
lLicalth would pcrmiiz of the exertion,
usually went two or three times every
week, to see that the children were pro-
perly attended to, and that they re-
ceived duesrewards for their industry
or improvement.

Just as our party had reached the
school-h:)use, they met Mrs, Denning-
ham with the ladies, escorted by sir
Carroll O'Neal and captain Kinmqre.

-« My young friends have taken a fancy
to see my school-children,” said she;
“but Laura seems®to think such a party
of us will terrify the poor things out of"
their senses.”
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“ What a noise they arc making,"
aunt!” said Laura: ¢ what can be the
matter ?”’

¢ Oh, nothing; only the old dame is
wielding her birchen sceptre,” said sir
-Carroll ; « it will be charity to her poor
little subjects to go in and put an end
to her tyranny: I should like, this
minute, to turn them all out on this
green to play.. The poor little devils
would like it much better than being

bothered with-their A B C.”

Mrs. Denningham opened the school-
door, and the whole party entered ; but,
to their utter astonishment, they beheid
as ‘many as twenty children, of various
ages, ranged on eithef side of the room;
each wearing an enormous pair of green

" gogglers,



CASTLES IN THE AIR. 167

“ Oh! the little green-eyed mon-
sters I’’ exclaimed Miss Honoria.

¢ They have becn studyihg optics,”
said her sister, * of Mrs. Oldbury, I
would lay my life.”” .

“ Och! by St. Patrick, even my fine
mare Sheelsh O'Reilly could not stand
this, though she was never known to
start in her life,”’, vociferated sir
Carroll. . ' '

“What can be the meaning of all
‘this ?”” inquired Mrs. Mordaunt, great-
ly surprised; yet certain it must be a
new whim of her eccentric friend, who
now came forward to explain this very
singular circumstdnce. She' acknow-
ledged, that. Mrs, Oldbury had sent the
gogglers for the children; and they were,
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accordingly sent to the school that
morning ; as she thought she should not
refuse the kindness of that lady, and
probably offend her by the rejection of
her present : and besides, Mrs, Oldbury
seemed perfectly convinced of the utility
of the gogglers in preserving the sight;
in conscquence of which she had given
strict orders to the schoolkmistress, to
mahe cach of the children wear a pair
- of gogglers, while they continued with
her during the school-hours. .
But this same decree had been with
%he utmost difficulty enforced : the good
old dame in vain coaxed some, and
whipped others; the little rebels so
much preferred their own eyes, as ndw’
ture had given them, that it required
all the authority their teacher was mis..
" tress of, to. oblige them to wear the
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hated gogglers. Even at the moment
when the visitors from the Priory were
present, the audible sobs continued to
be heard, in spite of the frowns and
dumb threats of the dame. One or two of
the boldest ventured to slip the gogglers
above their brows, and to peep their
little laughing eyes from under the
green orbs that glared through their
flaxen curls. Their appearance was so
truly ludicrous, that none of the com-
pany could look at them without Jaugh-
ing: Laura and the Alvingtons did not
atsempt to restrain their expressions of
mirth, but continued ridiculing and
*laughing at this strange whim ; and the
gentlemen joined them most heartily in
the laugh. As such a boisterous party as
this had never before ‘entered the school-
house, the dame looked quite perplexed: =
she disliked the new-fangled ways of
VOL. I, I
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making young children like old people’
but she did not choose to risk offending
Mrs. Denningham by plainly declaring

her opinion.

Julia, out of respect to her aunt,
would not join, more than she could
possibly help, in the excessive mirth of
Laura and the young ladfes with her;
but it was utterly impossible to help
laughing at first sight of the little crea-
tures so strangely disguised.

Jane Mordaunt and Charles, from a
similar motive, followed her good ex-
ample ; unwilling to wound the feelings *
of one so truly worthy, though eccentric,
as Mrs. Denningham.

«  While most of the party were engaged
it commenting on the green gogglers,



CASTLES IN THE AlR. 171

Mirs. Mordaunt took her friend aside, and
remonstrated with her on the inutility,
not to say folly, of persisting in Mrs.
Oldbury’s plan. Convinced of the ab-
surdity of this unaccountable whim,
Mrs. Denningham ga.ve up the point;
and the children were, to their unfeigned
delight, released from their bondage,
and again allewed the full use of their
eyes, unencumbered by green gogglers.
On their return to the Priory, Mrs,
Denningham consulted with her friend
respecting a manufactory among the
poor for making matting, such as Mrs.
Paterson had lent her a specimen of;
which she was very desirous for Mrs.
Mordannt to see, thinking she must
approve of théis new® scheme, however
she disliked the last mentioned. Buts
here, too, she was d-isappoit.lted; for Mrs.
12
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Mordaunt decidedly said it would not’
succeed ; and it would, besides, be much
better to encourage the art of spinning
and Knitting, or twenty other employ-
ments, more likely by far to benefit
the poor. )

But, sanguine in her expectations, our
visionary could not so easily be pre-
vailed on to give up all thought of the
matting manufactory, as she had the
use of the green gogglers : *“she would
first,” she sdid, ¢ hear what Mr. Mor-
land had to say on the business.”

-

It must be allowed, in justice to Mrs.
Denningham, that all lher disappomt-
ments with respect to benefitting the
poor were not owihg to her own want
.of judgment; but sometimes her very
best, and most rational plans, were



CASTLES IN THE AIR. 173

thwarted by the perverseness and igno-
rance of the peasantry, whose welfare
she sought to promote.

Tor instance, she hjad one year, owing
to the scarcity and high price of bread,
pﬁrchased at a great expense an im-
mense quantity of rice, and given out in
portions, (alcording to the number in
family,) to the different poor people in
the neighbourhood ; but, instead of being
grateful, for her bounty, the greater
number of the pensioners declared, that
“ eating rice would make them blind ;
and that they could not eat it, evan to
oblige madam.”—¢ Besides, what use was
it giving them rice, unless she gave
them butler and sugar to eat with it!”

Another time, when she had made for
them a great quantity of excellent soup,«



174 CASTLES IN THE AIR.

to give as the rice had been; after the
first week, not one of all the poor people
came tofetch it. On inquiry, she found,
that owing to her having unfortunately
purchased the large copper, (in which
the soup was boiled,) of a friend of
hers, a physician, who had just left the
village of Westcombe, the prejudiced
people had taken it into their heads, that
he had used the copper to boil dead
bodies in, to prépare them as skeletons
for his anatomical studies. Nothing
could do away this absurd notion : it was
urged in vain by the housekeeper, that
lier saistress was certain the beiler had
been used only for brewing. It was im-
possible to convince the stubborn mul-
titude, ¢ that the doctor had never
boiled his motamics in it;” for so they
expressed themselves,
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" This method of relieving the poor
was obliged to be given up, and another,
more thankfully accepted, adopted in
its stead. Small portions of corn and
potatoes being dlstrlbuted crowds of
pensioners arrived dally at the gates of
the Priory ; who with unfeigned grati-
tude received the gift of charity, and
the name of Mrs. Denningham was
blessed as the 'generous benefactress of
the indigent ; thus evinging, that, even
in doing %ood, discrimination and judg-
ment must guide the bencvelent donor;
and regard to the popular prejudices of
those they wish to relieve fnust be ob-
'scrved, or their most laudable endea-

vours may prove ineffectual.
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CHAPTER VII,

Mgs. Denningham had, previous to
her quitting London, resolved, on the
marriage of Laura, to part with her
house in town, and reside for the future
entirely at Westcombe. Nothing could
be more agreeable to the wishes of Julia
than this arrangement; and the Mor-
daunts partitipated warmly in her satis-
faction, as they should now be more
frequently together than hitherto bad
been possible, from Mrs. Denningham’s
frequent visits of several months to the
metropolis.

To Julia the pleasure of enjoying
the society of her amiable friends wholly
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“uninterrupted was in part a compensation

for the expected departure of her sister.
Laura, it had been agreed, was to set
off for Ireland immedjately on her ma-
riage ; and, little as she. herself felt at
the idea of a separation from those who
had nurtured her infancy, and loved
her with the tenderness of a parent and
a sister, the affectionate Julia deeply
regretted its necessity.

Laura, on the contrary, felt nct the
loss of Julia’s society, or thie unbounded
irdulgence of her aunt. She now only
anticipated the admiration she should
excite on her first appearance in Dublin
as a bride, entitled as she would be,
from her own and her husband’s rank,
to mix in the first circles of that gay
metropolis.

15
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Westcombe Priory, the family resi-
dence of the Denninghams, was a beau-
tiful and massy pile of building, situate
in the most remote part of the north of
Devon, not far from the small sea-port
of Hifracombe. The country around is
beautifully grand, and imposing in the
extreme ; but the Priory itself did not
command the most strikihg points of
view. The reverend founder of this
monastic seclusion had preferred the
calm shelter of a wooded vale to the
towering heights, that hung their frown-
ing steeps over the ever restless flood
thatcroared beneath. ‘

’ Deep in the bosom of the combe “or
glen, the venerable walls of the Priory
scemed to derive an added sanctity
from the calm stillness that reigned
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“around : all scemed to conspire to lull
the busy thoughts of worldly ambition,
and insensibly to breathe into the heart
a purer emotion, a more dignified hope,
than aught the world itself could realize.
The spirit of devotion had consecrated
the spot, and gave a solemn but pleasing
grandeur to the shrrounding scenery.

The combe, or valley, from which the
Priory took its namey was beautifully
wooded, and formed a striking contrast
to the bare craggy heights, which rose
akove in proud magnificence. The
grounds, in the immediate vicinity of
the building were now tastefully adorn-
ed, but still preserved the peculiar cha-
racter of the original plan.

The Hospitalier, or Pilgrim’s Lodge,
situate at the farther extremity of the
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domain, was now converted into an en-
trance or porter’s lodge, from which the
road led through the park to the princi-
pal front of the Priory, which lost none
of its peculiar. beauty by this modern
arrangement. The gray walls and an-

" tique form of the massy pile shone con-
spicuous, yet partially shaded amid
the dark foliage of the clumps of yew
and cypress, which, according to ancient
custom, formed so predominant a fea-
ture in the gardens of the Priory.

Still more distant, groves of aged
oaks. waved their venerable branches;
and appeared, by their magnitude, coeval
with the structure they sheltered from
the rude blasts of the tempest.

« Still deeper in the vale rose the ruins
" .of the chapel, just seen in melancholy
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'dccay, tinted by the various lichens
and mosses that adorned its broken
fragments.

_The hollow murmur,of the breeze,
passing amid the solemn shades, that
enveloped the broken arches of the
chapel ;—the gentle rippling of the
mountain stteam, that wound its insidi-
ous way beneath the covert of tangled
shrubs and brambless which partly im-
peded jts progress; gave a churm, a
soothing melancholy, to ¢very surround-
iug object :—they spoke a lesson to the
heirs of mortality, who ye't trod itg con-
secrated precincts. Beneath those tot-
t.ering walls slept the departeﬁ fathers
of the Priory; beside them lay enshrin-
ed in costly monuments their proud
successors, who usurped their prede-
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cessors’ domains, sanctioned by the im-
perious will of lawless tyranny. These
too lay beneath shrowded in the dust:
generation after generation had fallen
to decay, as the leaves of those shelter-
ing trees, that now shaded their mortal
remains. The current of life had gone
by, and borne them from the heights of
ambition to the still, cold vault of the
sepulchre. Time had not spared the
youthful or the gay, the warrior or the
sage :—the blast of the tempest passed
by neither the tender bud, nor the sear
and mellowed leaf of autumn., Here, re-
corded by hands long since mouldered
in the dust, stood the names and deeds
of many a valiant chief, and many 2
tribute to departed worth. Here, too,
was frgxced the simplé pious resignation
of a pérent’s woe, that pointed out the
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*tomb of youth and innocence,—death’s
victim even in the very spring of life,
the bloom of early childhood.

’From scenes lik.e these we must
now conduct the reader to the- distant
boundary of the Priory domains, which,
stretching along the utmost verge of the
coast, comn?anded a prospect that might
have warmed the coldest heart to un-
bounded admiration. |

The s:ea, roaring in wild rage beneath
t..e craggy mass that formed the over-
hanging cliff, filled the deep caverns
with its heaving foam, bursting in wild
fury over the weedy rocks thdt lay at
the base. The waves, dashing with
never-ceasing redtlessness, bounding
from their rocky bed with impetuoys
velocity, fell again in” one contigual
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shower, their whitened spray casting a
cloud-like mist over the intervening
objects ;—then, receding with a tremen-
dous rush,’left the sandy beach bestrew-
ed with the disjointed fragments re-
cently torn from their parent rocks,‘or
dragged by the impctuous surge from
the deep caves that yav(med around.

The blue hills of Wales rose in the
distance, and fairtly bounded the hori-
zon. Farther down the channel to the
left, the grey cliffs of Lundy, seen in
imperfect haziness, stretched their faint
line along the waters, blended with
either clement in distant obscurity.
Innumerable vessels spread their whiten-
ed sails, and seemed to court the gently
fanning breezes of the summer sky, to
waft them to the port of opulence and
cominerce.
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Beneath the cliff, nearer to the coast,
lay dispersed’ (thick as insects in the
evening gale) the small craft and fish-
ing-boats belonging, to the adjacent
port of Combe, the entgance into which
could faintly be discovered to the right,
sheltered by the proud and magnificent
Hillsborough, whose rocky steep tower-
ed above th® neighbouring cliffs, stretch-
ing its rugged base far into the dashing
flood beneath.

To return to the vicinity of the Prio-
ry and the coast adjacent, along the
cliffs we were before exploring, L will
call the reader’s attention to 2 small
Cell midway down the cliff, partly con-
cealed, by thc rude entrance being
nearly shaded froth view by the marine
plants that had encroached on its pre-
cincts, now untrodden,” except by ,the
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toot of some lone traveller, anxious to
explore -this famed relic "of former su-
perstition. Once a cell of prayer and
penitence, this had been the abode of
the venerable fouuder of the Priory, of
whom wondrous tales of marvellous
renown were still extant. Here he
sought to mortify his flesh by absti-
nence the most rigorous; und, by the
deepest penitence, to blot out the mis-
deeds of his early life.

The cave of Father Vincent was re-
nowned throughout the country., A
consecrated well of the purest water
sprang from the rock adjacent, famous
for its healing virtwes, and from its
being entirely frec from all brackish-
ness ; which, from its extreme contiguity
to the ocean that rolled beneath, was
in former days considered as miraculous,
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Over this singular fountain, in the
dark ages of superstition, had been
erected a gothic arch of rude work-
manship. On its cenire was engraved,
in scarcely legible charscters, a Latin
inscription, warning the pilgrim who
sought the salutary waters of the
well, to seek, likewise the waters of
life; and to drink deep at the blessed
fountain, whose sacred power could
alone give eternal salvation, and could
redeem ,the health of the soul, as
the pure crystal wave did that of the
body.

On a lofty crag, that jutted over the
cﬁve, stood the remains of a kind of
chapel, dedicated to St. Nicholas, the
patron of mariners. . A winding path
from the Priory chapel led through the
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tangled underwood of the glen, to the
steep ascent of the cliffi Here, in
monastic times, masses had been said
for those who had perished at sea:
and processions were made by the holy
prior and his brethren, in honour of
the patron saint, from the Priory adja-
cent to this romantic, solitary spot.
Where now the sea-gull built its nest,
and fostered its screaming young, the
torches of the fathers had blazed, and
the choral hymn had been chanted.
Here, during the winter’s bitter blast,
the tempest’s rage, the pious children
of religious enthusiasm bad “bided the
pelting of the pitiless storm,” to raise
on fifgh the holy cross of religious
faith, and the consecrated banner of
their saint. On that very crag they
had often stood with flaming torches,
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#nd burning brands, to guide the hap.
less wretches who struggled with the
boiling flood beneath. To those they
could not save from the devouring
jaws of death, they' pointed out the
hope of eternal ' Dblessedness,—the
hope of salvation by him who had
shed his blood for them on the cross,
the emblem of which they then bore in
triumph to bless the dying eyes of the
helpless sufferers, whg, gasping with
dcath, stretched their upraised arms to
Heaven i'mploring mercy. -

This sacred remnant of former ages,—
this desolated fragment of whatit had o\Qe
been, had long fallen a prey to the un-
sparing hand of time. But its hallowed
purpose, its consecrated remains, were
still revered with pious awe. by the pea-
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santry of the adjacent hamlets: a feclk
ing of veneration undefinable pervaded
the most ignorant, whilst they gazed on
the crumbling walls of this little chapel.
The peasant girls 'wou]d,_ on the anniver-
sary of the saint, still resort thither, 4nd
on the first dawn of the day sprinkle the
simple altar (that was still preserved)
with the choicest flowers th2y could col-
lect: for each nosegay thus bestowed,
plucking, as their reward, a sprig of some
wild flower that rcared its uncultivated
blossoms among the rude fragments of
the shrine once dedicated to the patron
saint. These, or the moss that clothed
tlya";'uggcd stones with its grey mantle
of age; werc by the simple village
maids preserved with ignorant byt guile-
less superstition, and considered as a
safeguard to those of their friendsywho
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had to brave the dangers of the deep,
—a charm to save them from the perils
they would probably encounter.

But far different haQ been the fate
of* the cave before alluded to: this,
once the gloomy asylum of a mind
ever fraught with religious enthusiasm,
erroncous in®its faith, had of late years
become the haunt of a desperate and
lawless race, the hidipg-place, the sew
cure retreat of smugglers, who, in the
secrct in.ner chambers of+ the cavern,
which extended some way under ihe
solid rock, stored their contraband goods,
unsuspected by their putsuers.

Even so late as when Mrs. Denning-
ham came into possession of the West-
combe estates, this cell had been thug
profaned : but the vigildnce of the of-
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ficers in the neighbouring town had at'
length detected the practice ; and, the
secret being once made known, no more
of the late lawless intruders dared ven-
ture to shelter t,hemselves or their stores
in the fdr-famed cave of Father Vincent,
or there to pledge his saintship in full
bumpers of pure Geneva, as had till
lately been their custom, '
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CHAPTLR YIIL

O.N\ the day fixed, and not long atter
their return to the Priory, Laura Den-
ningham became the wife of sir Carroll
O’Neal; an'd”lmmediately proceeded to
Dublin, and thence to his estate near
the beautiful lake of KgiHarney.

In the gaicty of a continual roudd of
visiting and receiving of company, Lau-
ra had not the leisure, any more thgn

*the inclination, to doubt the coptixzﬁl
auce of such gay prospects. In the en-
joyment of the preseut all thought of
the future was lost : she and her equally

" thoughtless purtner dashed away in the ¢
highest style of c]eganc;a; nor ever

voL. L. K
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dreamt of bounding their expenses to
the real limits of their income. Wholly
occupicd in the indulgence of her vani-
ty and love of dissipation, lady O’Neal
was insensiblg- to the loss she had sus-
tained in being deprived of the s.oéiety
of her aunt and sister: inconsiderate
and selfish, she no longer regretted the
pain she had occasioned' them by this
sepérzition, and scarcely expressed a
wish to sec them again.

When sir’ Carroll O’Neal and his lady
returned to Ireland, the iamilies ac-
guainted WI the young baronet recciv-
£a him and his Iovely bride with every
de?ox‘lstiation of friendship and hdspi-
tality, which the most sanguine expecta-
tions of either could hope for; and the

* beautiful lady O'Neal had the supreme
delight, to find herself every wherd: de-
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clared the reigning belle. Proud of her
beauty and the universal admiration she
excited, the enraptured sir Carroll had
neither the inclinationt nor prudence to
set bounds to her exteaviyance, Himself
associating with all his former dissipated
.companions, and still accompanied by
his desxgnmg pretended friend Kinmore,
sir Carroll and lady O’Neal were in a
fair way to spend the ample fortune,
which Mis. Dennmgham had bestowed
on her niece. In the generosity of her
heart, and her over fondtiess for Laura,
she had, to add to her dowry, sold her
town housc, and added the purc!
money to the sum former]y mtendec
for her portion.

Our ' enthusiastic vmnonal:y did not
then consider the injury she was domg
her nephew and Julia: «in being thus "

K 2
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profuse to lady O’Neal, she had lett
herself nothing now but the West-India
property, which in itself was of such
precarious value.* Charles, it is true,
was already proviced for;—the Priery
was, after the death of Murs. Denning-
ham, to devolve to him; added to this,
- he inherited what property his father
had in Jamaica, which .fwas not very
considerable, owmg to the heavy losses
Mr. Denmngham had met with a short
time before.his death. On account of
this, Mrs. Denningham had engaged to
provnde for both of' her nieces entirely ;
#h promisc, of' course, left them quite
cpcndent on her generosity, - which
neitherof he orphuns;whad the least
reason to doubt, bpt of her prudence
manfﬁtvverb dubious. In this last in-
stance of her:misguided liberality, she
"had risked more “than she ought for one
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nicce, while the other was yet unpro-
vided for. Should her aunt by any
chance expend her remajning property,
Julia would find herstlf cast on an un-
fegling world, a portienléss orphan ; and,
brought up in all the indulgences ‘of
é{ﬂuence‘,."she would then be reduced"
to the abéol.ljte necessity of ggining her-
own subsistencc.

Mis. Denningham thought not of the
possible*consequences of her unbounded
generosity to Laura : she still calculated
upén the estatc she possessed abroad,
and had'not the most distant ideighe
had been' led into any- injusticg by hitr
over-weening partiality for her favourite.

In -parting -witlr Laura, she seemed
at first to- have lost all. that rcndere‘l
Jife’ decnrable., but her *mind, versatilé
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alike either in youth or age, could not
long dwell on the same idea; and how-
ever violent her grief was for the loss of
her niece, a few months after the de-
parture of Laura found Mrs. Denning-
ham rcconciled to her absence, and
again engaged as much as usual in some
novel pursuit. Castle upon castle was
erected in her fertile imagination; and,
having no more permancnt foundation
than many she had previously con-
structed, they too successively vanished,
“and, like the baseless {abric of a vision,
left not a wreck behind.”

ffrom.the contemplation of these ro-
mandes of a full-fraught fancy, our
deldded visionary was called togghe ac-
complishment of her former hopes re-
specting lier rephew, who at length
received the due notice from India, that
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the appointment from which he had
expected so much was at length secured
to him; but it would be ‘necessary
Charles should immediately proceed to
that country, to take the very lucrative
situation thus provided for him by lord
Elbury, the friend of the late Mr. Den-
ningham.

“ Well, Charles,” -said Mrs. Denning-
ham to her nephew, on his reading her
the letter from his noble patron, I
shall yet, I hope, live to sce you a great
Nabob.” But, much to her surprise,
Charles did not appear so sancrumg as
herself in these high expectations; or s
hopes were damped by the conviction
that he must so sogn quit England, and
in it all his hopes of happiness,—a hap-
piness which not all the riches of tHe
East could compensate.for the loss of.
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He would sustain an irreparable loss if
deprived of his beloved Jane, which, in
his estimation, no wealth, no aggran-
disement could mike amends for. With
Jane Mordamnt, €narles Denningham
felt he could prefer the most humble
cottage to all the magnificence of a pa-
lace :—¢ what were wealth, rank, and
cven princely power, if not shared with
her he loved ?’

Thus reasoned the young impassioned
lover. Can it be surprising, then, that
he should net enter so warmly into the
\i?rs of his aunt as she expected ? Whilst
hér ardcht imagination was flying over
the vast continent of Asia, the most
distant regions of the East, his had
wandered to the beloved preciacts of
Mrs. Mordaunt’s fonely mansion :—
with the modest unassuming Jane his
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rancy dwelt with fond delight, as he
1ccalled the happy hours he there had
passed, blessed with the society of her
he loved :—and now, just when the
hope that he should, one day call her his
own had first dawned in his youthful
breast, now to be called on to resign
her,—to quit even the hope of ever be-
holding her‘again, was almost more than
his fortitude could bear.

To qne so young, so impassioned,
the trial was most severé ; but it must
be borne: lie had no actual possessions
of his own, whatever his futurt, > expec
tations might be. And so aﬁ't,ctlon.d:e
and dutiful was Charles in his estimation
of the regard due to his aunt, that never

-for a maoment would he allow himself to
anticipate her death, by dWwelling upon
X5
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the certainty he theén had of inheriting
her Janded property in England. The
small ~om he could call his own was not
sufficient to enable him to marry; and
even the remittances due to him and his
aunt had not been paid for the last w;o
or three years, so extremely uncertain
were the cmoluments then derivable
from West-India property. In this state
of affairs, it would be folly almost to
madness to give up the lucrative ap-
pointment now offered him, and for
which he had been educated.

Thus torn by the contending cmo-
th(s' of pxudencc and affection, he knew
not what) to decide on for some tlme 5
till at length, after much debate thh&.
himsclf, he came to ‘the resolution to
make known his difficulties to Mrs, Den-
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" ninghain, who had ever been to him the
kindest and most disinterested friend.
She had in a manner sanctioned his af
fection for Jane, for whom she had
frequently expressed herselt as greatly
interested, both on lier account and that
of her worthy parent. She must have
observed his attachment to that amiable
girl, thougfit Charles; and she had not
once attempted to dissnade him from
making her his companion for life. Va.
nity had of late whispered the youth, or
the quick eye of love had discerned, that
Jane was not wholly indifferent to his
addresscs.

" During the whole of the past summer,
which had been spent at Westcombe by
the Denninghams, the inhabitants of the
Priory and the cottage secmed to have
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formed but one family, so frequently
were they together.  Jane was the inse-
parable companion of Julia in all the
different excursions and parties formed
for the amusement pf her and Charles,
during his stay in the country; and at
each of these frequent interviews, Jane
had gained in the admiration and estecin
of Charles, till, insensibly to cach party,
fricndship heightened into affection a
preference for cach other, which after-
wards not even time or absence was
suffered to change.

This attachment had not passed, unno-
tiokd by *Mrs. Denningham or the
moth® of “Janc. Mrs. Mordaunt had
lately alluded to it, when conversing with:'
her friend on %nﬁdelntial subjects : she
then remindéd Mrs. Denningbam of her
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daughter’s want of fortune, for she
could hersclf leave her a very small
pittance, barely cnopgh to subsist on;
and unless an old rejation of hers should
leave her any of his, immense riches,
this was all her clllld had to expect for
the future. ot

Mis. D(?nniilgl\aln; ever noblesminded
-and generous in the cxt‘reme? declared,
that if this were the only obstacle, it
should uot prevemt the union of her
-riephe;v and Jane: though as she and
Charles were yet s0 young, nothing should
be said to them on tbisfsubj“éct; at the
expiration of the next year, whi‘n the
latter would be of age, the young pcople
should have her consent, and she would
do all in her power to add to their small
fortune.
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Of this liberal determination Charles
was yet quite igne ant; though on his
owning to her thereal motive for his wish
to remain in Englang, he was not greatly
astonished to find she was already niis-
tress of the importaixt secret. '

Mrs. Denningham owned, that her
plans for his aggrandisement ‘had, for a
moment, banished all thought of Jane
from her mind. « Baot I may be excused,
I hope, as I am no lover of the young
lady, though her sincere Sriend,” said
his aunt 3 “ and you have my full per-
mission, to make known your sentiments
to Jafic herself, and hear what she has
to say on th%L}ngpt.”

“ And not leave England!” said
Charles, his fine eyes beaming with joy.
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¢Unless you can prevail on Mrs.
Mordaunt to let you take her daughter
with you to India,” replied his aunt;
““that is what I am_thinking of. You
and Jane are young, it is true; but I
think 1 can rely upon the prudence sf
you both,” said she, affeclionately ; ““so
go and make what fine specches you can
to win themmother and daughter.”

Charles lost not a moment in any far-
ther debate, but hastened to the cottage,
and finding Jane alone, he procceded to
disclose to her his hopes of futwe hap-
piness, if she would consent to be his.

* Janc Mordaunt, with the natgral can-
dour of her disposition, did not wholly
discourage his professions; but owned
that, if’ her mother would give her con-
sent, she should prefer him to every
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ther lover, who had yet sought to win
her affections.

But Charles had not then explained
how pcculiarly he was circumstanced,
—sthat he must either bear her from her
beloved parent (now fast sinking to de-
cay ), or he must renounce for her the
hopes of his family, by giving up the
appointment in«India. In his carnest-
ness to secure the acceptance of Jane,
he had omitted to recur to this very im-
portant point; but when he afterwards
explained his sanguine hopes to the
mother of Jane, and besought her con.
sent to their unton, this became an in-
superable bar to bis happiness.

Mrs. Mordaunt deered it most im-
prudent for him to think of taking a
young wife to India, beforc he had
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established himselT there, and had en-
sured a provision for himself and her.
She again stated the trifle her daughter
would receive of her, which, with his
income, would be, barely sufficient in
England to suppott them according to
his rank ; that much could not yet be
cxpected of his aunt, who had Julia to
provide for out of her foreign property.

“ But, in India, I'shall have an ample
provisipn,” said Lharles 5 “ more than
cuflicient for our cxpemes. I shall be
of age in a few months, and then I shall
have at least sufficient to begm with ;
that will support us till 1 have been bong
cnouéh abroad, to obtain emolument
from my appointment there.”

“ Dear Denningham, you calcukate
like a novice in the,world; yoft take®
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only the fair side of the question,” said
Mrs. Mordaunt. « Not that I wish to
cast a gloom over your brilliant pro-
spects : -wait a few years, you are both
young ; rely upoy my assurance, that it
will be greatly to your advantage here-
after, however painful it may be at pre-
sent to be separated for so long a period.
But from experience, bitter experience,”
said she, “I know more of the world
than you do. You are not certain, that
the climate of India will agree with you:
how could you, in case it did not, keep
your s1tuat10n there? or what would be-
come of' my dnld if she were to lose
you 7~ Left utterly destitute, perhaps too
with a yoﬁng family, left wholly unpro-
vided with the meana of supporting
them ;. think what would be her misery..
(?h«! Charles, 1 have suffered this bitter
anguisn, 1 have felt it all! and canl
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wiltully place my own child, my beloved
Janc, in such extremity of wretchedness?
I cannot, much as 1 esteem you, I can-
not consent to your* becoming the hus-
band of Jane. If.I Mad the fortune I
once was likely to possess,—had I the
means ‘of establishing you in life, Hea-
ven be my witness, I would gladly pro-
mote your happiness; but as it is, 1
must refuse to sanction your hopes.”

Chatles, affected by the impressive
sanner with which Mrs. Mordaunt had
pronounced his doom, gcould not for
some moments resume the argument.
:It was in vain (on being about to retprn
home) that he again pleaded his cause
with all the eloquence that love inspirca :
Mrts. Mordaunt was firm in her refusal.
All that he could obtain favourablesto
his wishes was, that after three years,
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when Jane should be of age and able to
judge for hersclf, if she then consented
to accept him, no objection should
be raised on her part.

"This slender hope was all the anxious
lover could gain to heguile his i)rcwn‘t
misery. All his gay visions werc in an
instant vanished ; three years of painful
suspense he had yet to endurc: in so
long a space of time, as it then appeared,
what changes might not take-"place!
Jane might, .férgettmg his unalterable
atrachment, suffer her affections to be
engaged by another in his absence;
mauny rivals might endeavour to supplant
Inm : what wenld life then bc to him,
when once deprived of her he so devo-
tedly loved ?

BSldWly retracing his way to the Priory
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in melancholy reflection, he was met by
his aunt in the patk, at no great distauce
fiom the house. Perceiving by the visi-
ble dejection of her mephew, that he had
heen unsuceessful jin® his mission, she
would not at first JTead to the subject
which had evidently caused Lim so iuch
disquiet.  Addressing him with more
than cien hier accustomed affection, she
Legan to converse with him on sowe in-
different topic ; but €hailes, not heeding
her remark, began to relate all that
had passed in his interview with Mis.
Mordaunt : his mind was at that mo-
ment too much absotbed by grief and
disappeintment, to allow one ofher
thought to engage his attention.

. 1]
Mrs. Denningham was not less sur-
prived than her nephew, ‘at the positiy ¢
refusal of her fiiend ; but, uponereficc-’
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tion, she could not but allow her argu.
ments were just, though she herself had
not had foresight enough to perceive the
imprudence of what she had been in-
duced to sanction with her consem.
Knowing that, from the firmness of Mrs.
Mordaunt’s decision, it would be vain
to plead the causc of her nephew, she
endeavoured to encourage him with the
prospects he had yet in store for the
future,

Julia participated in the grief of her
biother, and sought, by all the little
devices which sisterly affection conld
dictate, to assurc him he had nothing
to fear as to his influence over the heart
of Jane Mordaunt. ¢ She knew,” she
said, “ that no time, no absence would
ever diminish her affection for him « that
Jape’s was not a heart likcly to be
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changed by circumstances ; and she had
herself been too long in the confidence
of that beloved friend, to doubt the
constancy of her disposition.”

" These wgll-meant endeavours to con-
sole were not wholly lost en Charles :
he again sought an interview with Jane ;
and though he heard her full determina-
tion to abide by the opinion of. her
mother, yet he derived the greatest con-
solatiop from her assurances, that she
would not retract the corlsent to become
his, when she could do so with the
entire  approbation  of "that beloved
parent,

1 must pass over the short inter-
val between the ‘time now mentioned, °
and that of Charles’s depdrture from his,
native country. '
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The final farewell was a most distress-
ing event to all parties, but to none
more so than to Jane Mordaunt. ler
heart ached, as she dwelt on the. dan-
gers he was about to encounter ; but for
his sake she eudeavoured to gubdue her
grief, and assume a composure she could
not feel. Beside her mother and Mrs.
Denningham, Julia, the affectionate
companion of her childhood, now alone.
remained to soothe her affliction, and to
cheer the loneliness of her present situa-

rion.

The inhabitants of. the Priory and
he cottage all bore an' air of mournful -
ILJeCtIOIl for some days after the de-
sarture of Charles Demningham: bat
when time had lessencd the first ‘poig-
nancy of their grief, Mrs. Deuninghan
amcused them with the hopes she im-
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parted of his speedy return, and her
various plans for the happiness of all
parties. By this amiable condescension
she enlivened her little domestic circle,
and more firmly attached them, particu-
1ar1y the Mordaunts, to herself and
family.

Julia and her young friend, (with the
facility of youth ever prone to view their
future prospects in the fairest light,)
encouraged by the vivacity of Mrs.
Mordaunt and Mrs. Denningham, soon
resumed their former pursuits and
amusements with all their wonted ala-
crity ; and, in the society of each other,
they no longer indulged in vain repin-
ings at those evils they werc unable to
prevent. ‘

In less time than could have been- -
YOL. L. L
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expected, from the length of the voy-
age, they received the pleasing intelli-
gence of Charles Denningham’s arrival
in India. This, as may be imagined,
gave renewed spirits to the whole family
at Westcombe. Charles was in gbod
health when he wrote, and appeared
much gratified at the reception he met
with from lord Elbury, who treated him
with marked attention and kindness, as
the only son of his dearest friend, and,
as such, had introduced his protégé to
several families of distinction.’ Charles,
in his letter assurced Jamne, that he
wanted notiling to make him quite hap-
Py, but the socicty of those dearer friends
he had left in England. o
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CHAPTLR IX.

Durine the last year, since the mar-
riage of Laura, Mrs. Denningham had
received buf few visitors at the Priory,
except Mr. Morland occasienally, and
the Mordaunts ; thes Alvingtons she
had renounced all acquaintance with of
late. Since her nephew had come of
age, she had been convinced of the in-
justice and want of p:tincip.le, visible in
the conduct of sir George towards hig
ward. Probably he would have been
more alive to the interest of Charles
Denningham, had he judged it likely he
would become his own son-m-law : thise
hope being frustrated, he had neither.

L2
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the inclination nor the leisure to super-
intend the management of the small
property which belonged to that young
man ; and, entirely owing to his neglect,
a great part of what was due in arrears
remained unpaid, when it was his duty,
as the guardian to Charles, to insist on
its payment. But, wholly engrossed by
his own pursuits, sir George Alvington
cared but little for the welfare of the
son of his formér friend, the late Mr.
Denningham. ' .

The Miss Alvingtons, piqued at the
indifference of Charles, and mortified at
the preference he had given to Miss
Mordm‘mt, notwithstanding their supe-
rior bcauty and accomplishments, re-
venged themselvesi for the slight, by
ridiculing mm' and his aunt in every.
fawdly in town they were acquamtcd
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with. They asserted, that the former
had wished much to ingratiate himself
into their favour ; but that their father
would not hear of efther of them ac-
cepting Charles Denningham, when
they could any day marry so much
more to their advantage; for what
was he? he was only the son of a West
India planter 1’

From the time that Mrs. Denning-
ham hadebeen deprived of the society of
he: favourite Laura, she had uncon-
sciously become more attached to Julia.
Encouraged by this change, Julia be-
came more animated, more anxious to
excel in whatever she kncw would be
most pleasing to her aunt. The comfort
this affectionute conduct nnparted coun-
terbalanced, in pmt, the affliction that”
amiable woman was doemed to suler
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from the ingratitude and folly of her
cldest niece; whose behaviour was the
very reverse of all it ought to have been
to one so kind and generous, as Mrs.
Denningham had cver proved herself to
the unthinking self-willed lady O'Neal.
On the marriage of her niece, a liberal
portion had been bestowed_ on her; but
this, with the broken fortune of sir
Carroll, was not sufficient to support the
establishment with which they had be-
gun. This Mrs, Denninghamr had re.
presented to Laura, who, haughty and
impatient of control, and now consi-
dering herself at full liberty to act as
she pleased, . despised her proposals of
retrenchmeﬁ% and rejec%;ﬁ her friendly
advice, ‘although given i the mildest
and most aﬂ'ectioﬁzx‘te manner ; and our
‘poor visionary, found herself most se-
verely disappointed in her sanguine ex-
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f)ectations of her darling niece. The
ingratitude -and utter indifference of
Laura picrced her to the heart; and
bitterly she lamented sher own folly, in
having, by her blind indulgence, and
fondness almost to adoration, laid the
foundation of those vices, which showed
themselves in the disposition of the ecold-
hearted, sel{;sh lady O’Neal; once the
idol of her hopes, and the object of her
pride.

R-fore the first three years had
clapsed since the marriage of lady
O’Neal, she and sir Carroll had expend-
ed the whole of the sum that had beep
paid by Mrs. Denningham. Laura wrote
to her aunt, and represented their dis.

' tress, urging her to assist sir Carroll;

for in case of this being denied, they
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should be obliged to _;ell their house
in Dublin; wkich, she declared, would
make fier the most miserable of human
beings : and this must be the case, if a
certain sum of mpney, which he had
lost at the gaming table, could not be
paid by other means. She entreated
Mrs. Denningham - would advance the
sum required, which should be punc-
tually repaid in a few months at far-
thest.

The indulgent aunt, unwilling to cha-
grin her niece by a refusal, immediatcly
lent her, all the ready money she ¢ould
spare, which was more than sufficient
to clear the debt, which had been 50
imprudently incurred by sir Carroll.
She at the same time warned lady
*0’Neal, thit this was the last money
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* they must hope to receive of her; that
the remainder of her property she must
reserve for Julia and her brother.

Lady O’Neal had not once expressed

a wish to see elthex her aunt or sister
at her own house, during her long ab-
sence from England: she knew, she
said, the {islike her aunt had to take
any excursion by sea, however short the
distance. This was* one excuse she
pleaded, for her neglect; and she readily
availed l;erself' of it, for ndt asking Mrs.
Denningham to visit her and sir Carroll
in Dublin. But, in fact,' she did not
really wish for the company either .of‘
her aunt or sister: too cold-hearted to
feel grafeful for the unbounded affection
of Mrs. Denninghhm, she only feared
her interference, and.thaty should she
take the resolution to visit them inJIre- )
LS
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land, she would not approve of the’
manner in which they lived, so much

beyond their real income. Another

still morc powerful reason had Laura

for not wishing to see ber relations ; and

this was, that the increased beauty “of

her sister excited her envy: she feared

Julia would rival her in the estimation

of the beau monde of Dublin.”

Lady O’'Neal had been once in Eng-
land since her marriage, and could not
but remark the rapid improvém_ent in
the person and manners of her sister;
whilst her own beauty was fast fading
away, in consequence of the dissipated
life she had led amid the thoughtless
.V@ries of fashion,

« Julia, now eightten, was an uncom-
wonly interesting girl ; more lovely, in
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* the estimation of many, than her sister
had been, even at the same age, when
in the zenith of her beauty. Julia’s was
a more amiable turn of expression: the
benevolence of her heart shone in the
soft lustre of her mild blue eyes, while
the smile of innocent gaiety gave ani-
mation to her lovely countenance. Per-
fectly unaffected, she seemed uncon.
scious of her own superior power of
pleasing, while it was her study to
oblige: her winning address gained her
ma=y sincere friends; -among whom
nonc were more sincerely so than the
Mordaunts, who still continued to reside
near the Priory.

Jane had ever shared the confidence
of Julia; and Mrs. Mordaunt was con-
sidered by her mose as a parent than a
mere acquaintance.
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During the last three years, Julia had,
from the increased kindness of her aunt,
which had encouraged her assiduity,
become equally skilled in all superficial
accomplishments with her sister; and
in all essential aéquirements, owing
to the tuition of Mrs. Mordaunt, she far
surpassed Laura. Her beauty was more
attractive, and failed not td excite the
admiration of many; while her good
sense and affability prevented her ex-
citing that envy apd ill-will, which the
Jpride and am-ogzié conceit of Laura
lad frequently incurred.

Julia yas now all that her fond aunt
‘could wish her. The alteration the
ﬁt of

pém?nal beauty in her sister, were per-
¢eived with. surprise and vexation by
lady, O'Neal, wlien she returned to Eng-

manners, and the great improve
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Jand for a short time: she could scarce-
ly believe, that the ¢ dull, spiritless
Julia,” who never had a word to say
for herself, should now be transformed

into the elegant, livaly glrl she then
béheld her. )

But the haughty Laura did not stay
to conside?, that her own ill treatment
of her sister had formerly repressed her
spirits, and checked her wish to please.

“ Réz‘dly, aunt, you put Julia too for-
ward ; such a chit as she is, 2 mere child!”
said lady O’Neal, with her accustomed
hauteur.

¢ Child as she is, she is now the same
age you were, Laura, when you chose
to act for yourseM, against my moge
experienced judgmenf,” replied , Mys.
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Denningham, with more than her usual
sedateness of manner when addressing

her favourite.

Lady O’Neal felt the retort: she knew,
even more than she chose to own, how
much she had been to blame, and how
certain she was of suffering for all her
former self-willed perverseness.

Lady O’Neal had become a mother;
but her helpless infaut, from its being
left entirely to-the care of servants, fell
a victim to the negligence of its unna-
tural parent; who, deaf to the voice of
natyre, had abandoned it to strangers,
g;l sheg burried on \W the love of dis-

sipation, sought her own gratification
. alone, unmindful of°the sufferings of
her deserted pabe. -
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Mrs. Denningham had hoped, that
time would steady the giddy thought-
less Laura: but as the heart was bad,
this was a vain hope¢; unless some un-
expected and severe ,trial, of greater
magnitude than she had hitherto expe-
rienced, should force reflection and re-
pentance on her nicce. Lady O’Neal
was yet young, it might be argued in
her behalf’; but she had not a mind open
to conviction, or a.heart capable of
feeling,

Mrs. Denningham, as was natural,
still hoped the best ; but had it not been
for the soothing kindness of Julia, she
would probably have sunk under the
neglect and ingratitude of lady O’Neal.

Charles, her otler favourite, was far
distant ; Julia alone remained to comfprt -
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and support he: declining life. Pecu-
niary difficulties pressed hard npon her:
she lad again remitted another sum of
money to the O’Neals ; and, at length,
found herself uader the necessity of
selling part of her property abroad,
from which she had of late years re-
ceived but trifling sums of her agent.
She had been under the painful obliga-
tion of lessening her charitable dona-
tions to the poor for the last year, and of
setting bounds to her own family expen-
diture. She knew this intelli gence would
grlgve her nephew, should he be luform-
ed of her embarrassments; and he wmﬂd
undoubtedly blame her for continuing
torsuppljr Laura with the money she
wanted for herself angl%Julia. She had,
thergfore cautioned *her niece not to
mentfon this.circumstance in her letters
ta her brother; and the same injunction
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was extended to Jane Mordaunt ; as it
would only add to his anxiety, and it
was not in his power to serve them
essentially. Neither would Mrs. Den-
njngham_havé consented to take arly
part of the small property he possessed,
which, even with what he could yet have
saved sincs: his residence in India, must
be but inconsiderable.

She had been herstlf evey too liberal,
even to profusion, to lay by any part of
the rents of the Priory esfates; and now,
from the failure of her foreign pay-
ments, and the sums she remitted con-
tinually to Ireland, she found herself
reduced to comparative j)overty. With
her usual activity of mipd, she set about
planning some method, to extricate her- -
self from the preseéht difficulty. ’
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“I have a great mind to let the Priory
for a year or two,”” said she to Mrs.
Mordaunt, when conversing alone with
her on what would -be the best plan to
adopt :—*“it is in*vaip to continue here ;
I shall only involve myself, and injure
that dear child Julia, whom I have
already too much wronged.”

¢ It will be a severe trial,” said her
friend: “ I would have you consider
well of it, before you resolve te leave
Westcombe ; though if Mr. Morland ad-
vises it, I think I would let the Priory,
till something can be settled about the
West Ind.ia- property.”

“ But suppose I were to take a trip
“to Jamaica myself,” said Mrs. Denning-
ham, “ insteal of sending, which I am
inelined to think the best way of pro-
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ceeding ; would you set this down as one
of my romantic flights?”

“1I most certainly should,” replied
Mrs. Mordaunt ; ¢ at your age it would
be extremely imprudent. At all events,
I would not think of such a hazardous
expedition, unless absolutely necessary.”

The entrance of Julia here inter-
rupted the conference; and Mrs. Den-
ningharp, anxious to know how her
niece would bear the idea of quitting
the Priory, began to question her on
the subject, half jestingly and half in
earnest ; but she said not a word of l;k
more recent intention, of going herfﬁlf
to the West Indiés.

Just as she had begun®her cautiotg
inquiries into the state of Julia's: feel.



236 CASTLES IN THE AIR,

ings on the proposed departure from
Westcombe, she received a letter from
lady O’Neal. ¢« I am glad you have
heard from Laura,” said Julia; “ I be-
gan to fear I had’offended my sister, for
she has never answered my two last
letters ; yet if she did but know my
heart, she*would not doubt my affection.
In her last letter to me, she said some-
thing which T did not clearly compre-
hend, of your laying by all your money
for me. This I would on no account
wish ; the bar#uention of it hurt me ex-
ceedingly. I li.é)pe I shall never be the
means of checking your liberality  to
my sister : I could never be happy, and
know that she was m dlstress Sir Car-
roll is much to blame, more so than poor
Laura ; it would be cruel to let her suffer
for his extravagance,” said the amiable
" girl, awith tears in her eyes.
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“ I have donme the utmost in my
power for her; 1 can do no more. I have
no property in England except this
estate of the Priory, and that is so
willed that it cannot be sold: the most
I'can do, is to let it, and live with you,
my love, in a cottage: do you think
you could reconcile your mind to this
plan, Julia; in case nothing else can be
done for us abroad?” said Mrs. Den-
ningham, wishing to*try how her niece
would Dear this diminution of their pro-
spects. ‘

“ Dcar aunt,” said ;Iul‘ia, “I should
be happy any where, however humble
the dwelling, provided I was allowed'to
remain with you,”

¢« My dearcst child, I frust that we
shall never be compelled to separate for
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any great length of time, till I can scc
you well settled in life. I hope you will
make a more prudent choice than your
sister has: but I have deserved to be
disappointed in my hopes of her; I made
her my idol, and I am rightly punishéd
for my folly, by her base ingratitude.
There is a letter from her at last; but is
that such a one as you could have sent
me?”’ said the old lady, endeavouring
to stifle her sobs of anguish, and wiping
away her fast falling tears, as she present-
ed the opertletter to Julia. After having
perused it attentively, and finding it
lw&-c in the extreme, and pointedly
cold in its style, she found that Laura
was in truth much to blame. Not one
sentiment of affection or gratitude.could
be traced throughout the epistle. It was
evident Jady. O’'Neat had been bighly
piquad at the well-uieant admonition of
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her aunt, and the positive determina-
tion to refuse all farther supplies of
money.

Julia returned thg letter, and, as far as
possible, excused the want of affection
with which it was written. — ¢ Laura
had,” she said, ¢ no doubt written in
great hasté; her next would be more
satisfactory.”

Sooy after this conversation, Mr.
Morland arrived at the Ptfiory ; and Mrs.
Denningham did not fail to consult him
respecting her intention of leaving Eng.
land, and proceeding herself: to .Ia-
maica. This, as she partly expected, he
objected to most vehemently ; but failed
in convincing her of the impracticability
of the whole schem®, wl.xich; he said, was,
the wildest he had ever heard of. » *
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“ How then shall we arrange respect.
ing ‘this samc business?” inquired the
old lady. “¢I have no trusty emissary;
and something must be done, or I shall
never receive the remittances due. I
have no other resource left, for I have
sent my last guinea to Laura; though,
at the same time, I took care to let her
know it would positively be the last she
should receive of me.”

“ I need not remind you of my opi-
nion, relative fo this weak indulgence of
lady O’Neal’s thoughtless cxtravagance;
remember it is not only yourself you are
in‘juring,' but that innocent and far
better girl, your niece Julia,”” said Mor-
land. ¢ I will say no more on this point
at present; but as o the West India

.busin.ess, why canudt you appoint an-
othes agcnt .0 manage your estates? Lc
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may be more punctual in his pay-
ments.”’

1 think it would not be an easy
matter to effect this. «In'the first place, I
know no one whom I could confide in,
¢ny more than'Danvers ; and in the next,
they all do ,as they please there: they
know how difficult it is to obtain justice,
cven if they defraud me of my right.
The best way will be for me to scll the
estates, apd either place the purchase-
money in the funds here,. or buy some
place with it in England, ,which I can
leave to Julia which would be, in either
case, more advantageous to her thop
foreign property, which must always be
very precarious.”

.® “ay e .
¢« And cannot this be done,” inguircd®.
Mrs. Mordaunt, who was likewise Pre-
VOL. I M
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sent, ‘¢ without your quitting this
country ?”

¢ I fear 1 canndt confide sufficiently
in.the present agent, to depute him,to
sell the property,” said Mrs. Denning-
ham, who was secretly resolved to go
herself to conclude the byginess. <1
know he wishes to purchase it himself,
but I should never get the money of
him ; for you know he has not yet paid
the whole of the sumn due to.<Charles,
for that part of the estate he purchased
of him on lis,coming of age.”

o At all events, I again entreat,” said
Mrs. Mordaunt, “that you will not decide
too hastily : I cannot endure to think of

what you must suffer if you persist in
. . ' e s ST

»going abroad, sp much as you dislike a
voyhge; otherwise I will own, that you
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have in part convinced me it would be
to your advantage.”

“ My dear con31derate friend, that is
the hope which enables me to brave the
inconvenience of so’long a voyage ; but
even this evil is nothing, when com-
pared with ¢he advantage to be derived
from my undertaking it: it is for my
poor Julia I wish to go. How could
answer it to my conscience, after having
broug!:£ that dear child up in expecta-
tion of a good fortunc? how could I
lcave her utterly destitute, and not re-
proach myself for the great injury I had
done the dcar affectionate girl? NopI
had rather endure any sufferings, any
hardships, than leave her thus penny-
less. 1f my next acgounts are not more
tavourable, and Mr. Dnnvers does not*
appear likely, to settle the business to

M 2
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my satisfaction, I will this very next
spring set out for the West Indies!”

Mrs. Mordaunt ilad‘in part been won
over by the persdasive eloquence «of
Mzrs. Denningham, to coincide with her
in the opinion, that it would be best to
sell her property abroad; as her own
income would then be more certain, as
well as that she designed for Julia; and,
to- effect this most advantageously to
both, it might, be advisable for hier to go
‘herself to Jamaica, and claim the pos-
session of her estates out of the hands
of the dishonest agent she had hitherto
semployed ; t’hm‘]gh'ﬁ was, she said, a
hazardous undertaking, and it was with
the uthost reluctange she was induced
to sanction so wild a scheme with ceven
'a shght porfmrr of approbation. But
she saw her fricnd was mqre than com-
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monly positive, and she was unwilling
to irritate her feelings by continued op-
position, which she saw too plainly
would be unavailing.

‘Mr. Morland was not so easily silenced.
e declared it was highly improper for
an aged fgmale, like her, to think -of
setting out, unprotected, on such a peri-
lous expedition ; and, if she persisted in
going, it would be madly risking her
life, in spite of the advice and war;ling;;.:
of her best friends: she must thank her'®
own imprudent folly for the Py le
consequences ; but.if, on the cot;tr(ary,
she would listefiito reason, and 1emam
in England, h% take care every
thing should be done that legal means
could adopt, to force Danvers to come
to some explanatlon, sptisfactory to all,
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parties ; and the arrears due should be
required of him by the assistance of the
law.

Even this aslurance, and the addi-
tional one, that the estate could be sold,
if she wished it, without her being on
the spot, failed in convincing her. She
still persisted; and as nothing more
could be urged, Mr. Morland, and her
equally zealous friend, gave up the point,
and left it entirely to her own gecision.
Satisfied they had remonstrated with all
the jearnestness of the most devoted
friendship, the result must be left to
h%rSelf. )

" To spare the feelings of Julia, nothing
of this plan had been mentioned to her;
Jt was judgett begt to keep her ignorant
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of it, till more fully decided on by the
next letter from Mr, Danvers.

The expected lett{;'r was at length re-
cejved, with the intelligence, that one
half year’s remittance had been'paid into
tae hands of Mrs. Denningham’s banker ;
and a propise of a similar sum six
months from the receipt of this last.
Mr. Danvers excused his want of punc-
tuality in his payments of late years, by
the allsged failure of" the crops, ahd
the great number of sla}zes to be pur-
chased, in consequence of the original
number being lamentably diminished
-by a mortality, wltich had prqvailed‘in
the island. Immense numbers had been
swept off by the prevalence of this dread-
ful disease.

I have really, I thigk, been urftofn-
. e A
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monly harsh in my judgment; I have
certainly wronged this man,” said Mrs.
Denningham. ¢ It,\appears he has, after
all, done the best*he could for me; 1
am quite pleased wéth his letter, there
appears so much candour in it. Here is
an order, too, for the remainder of the
sum due to Charles. Poor fellow, he will
be quite rejoiced to hear this. Did you
know, that he had given me directions
to place it in the funds for his intended
bride, in case he should not ‘live to
claim her ¥ said she to Mrs. Mordaunt.

“ fynever heard of Jyjs intention,” re-
pljed her friend, “ but he is ever kind
and considerate. I shall think Jane the
happiest of women, when she is the wife

of one so amiable and disinterested.
Dear good young man ! it is my fondest
" hopé] that 1 may dive to see him the
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husband of my beloved Jane: I should
then die happy.”

¢ Talk not of dffthg, I besecch you,”
said Mrs. Denninghath, ¢ for just now
I am in such good spirits from this de-
lightful news, that I fecl quite young
again. Old as we now both are, I hope
we have yet many happy days in store:
but 1 have not read the whole of my
letter. What does Danvers say to my
selling she estate ?’ said slhe, casting her
cye again over the letfer, and hastily
perusing its contents,— ¢ Oh! as I
thought, neither more nor less than this,
that I must set out for the West Indies
this spring; for he positivel§ decldres,
it will be absolutely necessary that 1
should be preset.lt, before he can treate
with any one for the prchase of she
property. There are, it scemsy somé
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déeds which I must sign: so you see it
is at once decided ; and I must, break
the intelligence toaJulia, as well as 1
can; but not a weid of the affair to
Charles till T come back. Jane must
remember, that in her letters to her
lover she may tell her own, but none
of my secrets,” said the old Jady, with
" her usual playful good humour.

END OF VOL. T.
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whiPh b s teen cmployed m collecting and eaamining mitenals the
skalful distribution of the fictsnto proper ccmpartments the hih tone
«t mo il feeling and the enlugel yhilosophy which cvery where per
vade the narrative catitle the istory of British Indie to te regarded

s a v alnable addition to onr nataenal hiteruture 1t cives 2 clear con
nected view of v series ot transactions poculiar i then ntnie and nu
portant in their conge quences which till now we e tnvolved an obse
rity but which caufiot be mide { mil u to t « mind without emichin?
our intellectual stores with new views of soctety and of dividual cha
11 ter —1leextensive cirenl ttionof Mi Mill s ilistory will be 4 beneht
tolte Englwud wd to Indix  =bratesh 1 NooggAIV

2 CONSIDILRATIONS ON TIik PRINCIPAL
1 VENIS O 1HL FRLNCH REVOLULION a
Posthumons Work ot the Bironess de Sticl, edited by the
Duake dc Beeghie and the Baron de Stacl, and trans) ited
under tho,r Imnediate Supenutendegee, In 3 vols 8o
price 1/ 10s

Also the same Work, 1n the origtnal French, w3 tow
prce 11 10y, .

*4* * N\ bock can possibly possess v hicher interest than tins which
15 uow lefore us It s the list, dying bejucst of the most brilhiant
wites that has apperred 1w our days —and 1t tieitssof a pritod of tus
tory which we ilicady know to be the most import wat ux: has occugred
fo; centuiies, and which those who look back on it after other céitu
ries have elapsed, will probably consiier as sull moie important —
fdnb Rcr No 1Y -

¢ We must now take leave of this glowinz and original performance
It wall, we think, atways tonum‘: to stand by atselt amongst historieat
compositions, umting & greater number of high qualities than ajmost
any other, though, for that reason peihaps, not possessing the very
hizhest of iny class  Nothing, wever, can be more uoble than its
spint 1t 1s tull of courage, of houour, aud of Me 1t speaks no party
lanpuage and whatever errors it may H®e fallen intp, 1t 15 chargeable
with Bo sacrifice to prejudice, to nterest, orgpgwer W aiginclaned
to regard it as the work wlach will “’"‘h to distent ages the geieral
w 1 popular 1dea of thyt great pohticul ynd maral scource—the Freach
hevolution —British Res No XXIV



.
254 - Works published by Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy.

3. A CONCISE DESCRIPTION OF THE EN-
DOWED GRAMMAR SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND
AND WALES. By Nicholas Carlisle, F.R.S. M.R.L.A.
and F. and 8.5.A. In two very large volumes, 8vo. with
engraved Fac-gimiles of Seals, &ec. price 2/. 16s. or, on
royal paper for illustration, price 44 4s.

4. BODIAM CASTLE.XA Poem in Six Cantos;
with Notes. 8vo, price \Qs. (d. ¢

.

5. OBSERVATIONS ON GREENLAND: “the
adjacent Seas, and the North-west Passage to the Pacific
Ocean, made in a Voyage to Davis's Straits, during the
Summer of 1817; illustrated and embellished by Charts,
and numerous other Plates, from Drawings exceuted by
tge Author, from continual Observatiogs. By Bernard

"Reilly, Esq. In 4to, price 24 10s. .

6. MEMOIRS OF THE IONIAN ISLANDS,
considered in £ commereial, political, and mulitary Point
of View; in which their Advantages of Position are de-
scribed, as well as their Relations with the Greek Conti-
nent: including the Life and Character of Ali Pacha, the

nt Ruler of Greece; together with aecbhmparative
i;isplay of the Anceent and Modern (ieography of the
Epirus, Thessaly, Morea, Part of Macedonia, &c. By
Gen.: Guillaume de Vaudoncourt, translated from the
foriginal inedited M. by William Walton, Esq. With a
farge Map, price 15s.

7. ENGLAND DESCRIBED; being a concise De-
lineation of every County in England and Wgls ;(®ith
an®Account®f 1ts most important Products, Natices of
the principal Seats, and a View of the Transactions, Cis il
and Military, 8&c. With a Map. By John Aikin, M. D).
Being an Enlargement e Work by that Author, en-
titled *« Bt.gland Delin L"e In a {mmlsome volumye,
8vo. price 14s. -

*g. A JOURNEV ROUND THE COAST OF
‘KENT; conmipiny Rétharks on the principal Objects
wolthysof Naticp thmaghoyt the whole of that interesiing
Border and the gontighous District ;_ipcluding Penshurst
andd Tun\v_fidgc Wells, with Rye, igchelsea, Hastings,
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and Baule, 1 Sussex  being Oniginal Notes made duri,
a Summer Excarsion, by L Fussell, ksq. It 8vo, with
a Map, pricc gs. «

9 ASYSTFM OF PHYSIOLOGICAL BOTANY
By the Rev P Keauh, F 1S Vcar of Bethersden, Kent,
wd Perpetual Curue of Mo o, Yorhshire  In 2vols. 8vo.
price 1/ 65 boards, wuh"l‘ues by Sowerby.

r
10. TITE PRINCIPLES'OF POPULATION AND
PRODUC I'TON, s they arc affected by the Progress ot
Society , with a View 1o Moral and Poliucal Conse-

quen es. By John Weyland, jun Esq F.R.5. In 8vo.
price 14s.

11 OBSI R+ ATIONS ON 'THE STATE OF IRF
LAND, principally dueted to 1ts Agriculture and Rural
Populition, i a Scries of Lictters, written on a Tour

throudh thu Counuy By J € Curvem, keg. M P.
Iu2vols 8o prce 12 18,

12 TELIX ALVAREZ., OR, MANNERY fﬁ
SPAIN. (¢ ning descriptive Ace oqﬂﬁ of the principal
1 vents of ll% Peonsulie War, ad Authentic Anec-
dotes 1llustrd of the Spanwh Character, interspersed
with Poetry, onginal, and hiomn the Spamsh By Alex-
ander R € Dallas, Log Tu g volbs l‘zmo price 18s

13 THI AMILRICAN REGISTER, or, Summary
Review of Hiswry, Politics, and Laterature for 1810. In
2 vols 8vo, price 1/. 12s. boards . ,

14 THE INQUISITION UNMASKED, being an
Historieal and Philusophicil Account of that Tremendons
Trbonal  foundid on autientie Documents, and exhi-
Lyting the necessity of 1ts wresqmn, as the means of Re-
forn and Repcnciation ntten wnd published at the
tune whep the Natwonal Omuogress of §pain was about
deliberate on this important Meeasure. Ry D. ﬁmq’n&
Pugblanch  Translatcd from the Aathor's enlarged Gopy,
by Wi Walton, llsq. In™gvals 8vo. illustrated by
twelve Historical Kongraviongs, price 1jii@s, bogyds.
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15. A HISTORY OF TIIE JESUITS; to which i
orefixed, o Reply to Mr. Dallas’s Defunce of the Oida.
n 2 vols, 8vo. price 1/, 4.

16. THE BRITISH PLUTARCH, containing the
mofthe most enunene Divines, Patriots, Statesmen,
jors, Philosophers, l% and Artists of Great Bui-

tain and Ireland, from‘the Addession of Hemy VI 10
the present Titne. A wg¢w Edltion re-arranged and en-

riched with several additiona? Lives. By the Rev. Frapeis
Wrangham, M. A. F.R.S5. 1In Ovols. 8vo. price 51 14+

17. SERMONS practical and occasional; Disserta-
tions 3 Translations, including New Virsions of Vigil's
Bucolica, and of Milton's Defen<io Secunda; Scaton
Poems, &c. &c. By the Rev. Franci, Wingham, M. A.
F.R.S. In3vols. &vo. pric=2/. 2s.

18. OBSERY ATIONS ON THE CANONICAL
SGRIPTURES. By Mary Cornwallis. In 4 vols. 810
21, ¢s.

s 19. THE LIFE'OF WILLIAM HUZZ@" F A ©.5.
incladiog a particular Account of tl ots 1 Lir-
mingham 1n 1791; to which is subjoincd the History of
his Family, written by bimself, and edited by bis Daugliter,
Catherine Hutton. , la 8vo. with a Dortrait.  Sceond
Fdition, price 12s. s

T
20. THE LETTERS OF THE LATLE WII.LIAM
CQWPER,Esg. to his Friends. A new Ldition, rc-
vised by his Kmnsman, J. Jolffeon, LL. 1D. Rector of
Yaxham with Welborne, in Norfolk. In 3 vols. foolscap,
elegantly printed, price 12 1s. with a Portrait.

4

21.T1 & ILIAD AND ODYSSEY OEglOMER,
translated into Epglish Blank Verse, with co Altera-
eons apd Notesse By the sabe Author.  In A _vols. uni-
éo‘lrm \Wth the, Letters, peice 1/, 8s.

Ve @ .
#,® Tliese twg woih. wI’t{x thga’oems in 3 vols,, constitute the com-
ce

pigie ‘w»u: of Cowglany P \ o,
























