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to have reccived .from your Friendfhip; - and alfg, -as
the Subject itfelf naturally claims the patropage of One,
under whofc direction, the Brizjb Navy has. refumed
its ancient Spirit and Luftre, and has in one fummer
ennobled itfelf by two victories, the moft decifive, and
(if the ftrength and number of the captures be con-
fidered) the moft important, that are to be met with in
our Annals. Indeed, anuninterrupted feries of fuccefs,
and a manifeft fuperiority gained univerfally over the
enemy, both in commerce and glory, feem to be the
neceflary effe@s of a revival of ftri¢t difcipline, and
of an unbiaffed regard to merit and fervice. Thefe
arc marks that muft diftinguith the happy period of
time in which Your Grace prefided, and afford a
fitter fubject for hiftory, than for an addrefs of this
nature.  Very ﬁgnal advantages of rank and diftinc-
tion, obtained and ftcured to the naval profcﬁ'xon by
Your Grack’s- aufpicious influence, will remain a
lafting monument ‘of Your unwearied zeal and at-
tachment to it, and be for ever remembred with
the higheft gratitude, by all who fhall be employed
in it. As thefe were the generous rewards of paft
exploits, they will be likewife the nobleft incentives,
and fureft pledges of the future, That Your GrackE’s
eminent talents, magnanimity, and difintorefted zeal,

3 © wirence
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whence the Public has already teaped fuch fignal

benefits, may in all times prove equally fuccefsful in

advancing the profpenty of Great-Brztam, is the
ardent with of,

My LORD,
Your GRAcE’s
Mof} obedient,

Mot devoted,
-AND

Moft bumble Servanss,

- RICHARD WALTER.
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INTRODUCTION.

OTWITHSTANDING the great improvement of na-
N vigation within thelaft two Centurics, a Veyage round the
Wakld is ftill confidered as an enterprize of fo very fingu-
lar a nature, that the Public have never fadled to be extremely in~
quifiive about the various accidents and turns of fortune, with
which this uncommon attempt is generally attended, And though
the amufement expeCted in thefe nrrations; is doubtlefs ¢ne great
fource of that curiofity, with the bulk of readers; yet the more
intelligent part of mankind have always agreed, that from ac.
counts of this nature, if faithfully -executed, the more i
purpofes of navigation, commerce, and national intereft may be
greatly promoted:  For every authentic defcription of - foreign
coafls and countries will eontribute to one or more of thefe great
ends, in proportion to the wealth, wants, or commodities of
thofe countries, and our ignorane of thofe coafts; and thereforga
Voyage round the Wosld promifes 2 fpecies of informatien of all
others the moft defirable and intesefting ; finco great part of it'is
performed in feas,! with Which we are a3 yet but very imperfa@ily
acquainted, and in the acighbourhood of a country renowned for
the abundance of its wealth, though it is at the fame time ftignta-
tifed for its poverty, in the neceflaries and conveniencics of 5
civilized life.

Thefe confiderations have occafioned the compiling the enfuing
work; which, in gratifying the inquifitive difpefition of man-~.
kind, and contributing to the fafety and (accels of fatere navigators,
and to the extenfion of our qomsserce! and power, may doubtlefs
vie with any rfarritiontofs¢hié dind*hislierto malle. public: Since
as to the fick of thefeheadsj it may well be fuppofed &harvthe
.generab curiofity hath been firongly excited by the d:cumﬂancc;;

o



* "INTRODUCTION.

of this undertaking already known to the world; for whether we
confider the force of the fquadron fent on this fervice,’ or the'divpr-
fified diftrefles that each fingle -fhip was. feparately involved ‘in,
-or the uncommon inftances of varying fortune, which attended the
whole enterprize, cach of thefe articles, I conceive, muft, fromdts
rude, well-known outlines, appear worthy of a:compleater and sore
finithed delineation: And if this be allowed with re¢fpe& to the
narrative part of the work, there canbe no doubt:about the more
ufeful and inftrudtive parts, which are almoft every;wherse inter-
woven with it; for I can venture to affirm, . without. fear of Being
contradiCted on a eomparifon, that no vogagé. hitherto publithed,
furnithes fuch a number of views of land, foundingsyedranglate of
roads and ports, charts, and other materials, for the-impravegient
of geography and navigation, as are contained in the enfuing volume ;
which are the more valuable too, as the greateft part of them relats,
to fuch Iflands or Coafts, as hdve been hitherto not atall, or errer,
neoufly defcribed, and where the want of . fufficient and authentic
information might occafion future enterprizes to prove.abortive, per<s
haps with the deftruction of the (hips and men employed therein, .
And befides the number and-choice of thefe marine drawings and-
deforiptions, there is another very effential circumftance belonging to
them, which. much enhances their worth ;-and Ahat is, the great'
accuracy with which they were executed. I fhall exprefs my opinion
of thent in this particular véry imperfectly, when I fay, that they
are not exceeded, and perhaps not equalled by anything of this.)
nature which hath as yet been communicated to the wdrld : \Fows
they were:dotycdpied from the works of others, or compofed lat
home: fromimperfé@ accoupts, given by incyrious and unfkilful -
obfervers, (a-pralice too fréquent in thefée magters).but the greateft
part of - them were delineated on the fpot;: with.thé utmoft exad-«
nefs, by the(direction, andiundér the eyeof: Mr. Anfan- himfelf'y-
and wheére (g3 ig,the-chft in theee or four-of them): they haveé bedns
done by lefs hapisy-orwere found in poffeflidn of the edemy,;,
ahd confequently their juftnefs could be'lefs relicd on, I have alwiys
. (a2) taken
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taken care to apprize the reader of it, and to put him on his guard
againft giving entire credit to them; although I doubt not, but thefe
lefs authentic draughts, thus cautioufly inferted, are to the full as
corret as thofe, which are ufually publithed on thefe occafions.
For as actual furveys of roads and harbours, and nice and critical
delineations of views of land, take up much time and attention, and
require a gogd degree of {kill both in planning and drawing, thofe
who are defetive in induftry and ability, fupply thefe wants by
bold conjectures, and fictitions defcriptions; and as they can be no
otherwifc confuted than by going on the fpot, and running the rifque
of fuffering by their mifinformation, they have no apprehenfions of
being detected ; and therefore, when they intrude their fuppofititious
productions on the Public, they make no confcience of boafting at
the fame time, with how much fkill and care they are performed.
But let not thofe who are unacquainted with naval affairs imagine,
that impofitions of this kind are of an innocent nature ; for as exact
views of land are the fureft guide to a feaman, on a coaft where he
has never been before, all fictions in fo interefting a matter muft be
attended with numerous dangerg-and fometimes with the deftrucion
of thofe who are thus unhappily deceived.

Befides thefe draughts of fuch places as Mr. Anfon or the thips
under his commagpd have touched at in the courle of this expedition,
and the defcriptions and diretions relating thereto, there is inferted,
in the enfuing work, an ample account, with a chart annexed to
it, of a particular navigation, of which hitherto little more than
the name has been known, except to thofe immediately employed
in it: I mean the track defcribed by the Manila fhip, in her paf-
fage to Acapulco, through the northern part of the Pacific Ocean.
This material article is colleted from the draughts and journals
met with on board the Mani/a galeon, founded on the experience of.
more than a hundred and fifty years practice, and«corroborated in its
principal circumitances by the concurrent ‘evidence of all ¢he Spa-
ayk prifoners taken in that veflel. And as many of their joprnals,
which I have examined, appear to have been not ill kept; I pre-

! fume,
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Tume, the chart of that northern Ocean, and the particulars of their
route through it, may be very fafely relied on by future Navigators.
The advantages, which may be drawn from an exa& knowledge
of this navigation, and the beneficial projects that may be formed
thereon, both in war and peace, are by no means proper to be dif-
cuffed in this place: But they will eafily offer themfelves to the
fkilful in maritime affairs. - However, as the Manila fhips are thie
only ones which have ever traverfed this vaft ocean, except a French
ftraggler or two, which have been afterwards feized on the coaft of
Mexico, and as during near two ages, in which this trade has been
carried on, the Spaniards have, with the greatcft care, fecreted all
accounts of their voyages from the reft of the world; thefe reafons
alone would authorize ‘the infertion of thofe papers, and would
recommend them to the inquititive, as a very great improvement in
geography, and worthy of attention from the fingularity of many
circumftances therein recited. I muft add too, (what in my opi-
nion is far from being the leaft reccommendation of thefe materials)
that the obfervations of the variation of the compafs in that Ocean,
which are laid down in the cha* from thefe Spanifh journals, tend
greatly to compleat the general fyftem of the magnetic variation, of
infinite import to the commercial and fea-faring part of mankind,
Thefe obfervations were, though in vain, oftcp publicly called for
by our learned countryman the late Dr. Halley, "and to his immortal
reputation they confirm, as far as they extend, the wonderful hy-
pothefis he had entertained on this head, and very nearly correfpond
in their quantity, to the predictions he publifhed above fifty years
fince, long before he was acquainted with any one obfervation made
in thofe feass The afcertaining the variation in that part of the
world is juft now too of more than ordinary confequence, as the
Editors of a new variation-chart lately publifhed, have, for want of
_proper information, been mifled by an erroncous analogy, and have

miftaken the very {pecies of variation in that northern ocean ; for
they make it wefterly where it is cafterly, and have laid it down

12° or 13° different from its real quantity.

Thus



INTRODUCTION. -

Thus much it has heegx thought necefary to premif€ with regard
to the hydl'olgrapﬁlcai ‘and geographical part of the enfuing work §
‘which It is° ho 4 the reaj .wnll, on peryfal, find much ampler
and more 1mportant than this ﬂlght fketch can well explain, But
as there’ dre: hci'e:\fter occaﬁomlly interfpgrfed fome: gccounts of
Spamﬁ tranfactions, and many obfervations, relating to the difpofi-
tion of the Armr:mn Spaﬁz):r@r, and. to the condition of the-cous.
tries bordcrmg on the Sautb-Sea.r, and as herein I may appear. w
differ greatly from the ' opxpwns gcgc;rally »cﬁabhﬂlcd; 1 think i¢
behoves me: partxcularly to récite the authorities 1 have been guidod
by in thefe matteréthat I may not be cenfured, as haviag given way
either to a thoughtlefs creduhty on onc hand, or, what would be
a much more criminal Jmeutatwn, toa wxlful and deliberate mif-
reprefentation on the other,

Mr. Anfon, before he fet fail upon this cxpcdttaon, befides the
printed journals to thofe pafts, took care to furnifh himfelf with
the beft manufeript accounts he cauld procure of all the. Spanifp
fettiements upon the coafts of Chili, Peru and Mexsco : ‘Thefe he
carefully comparcd with the exanypatlons of his prifoners, and the
informations of feveral intelligent perfons, who fell into his hands
in the South-Seas. He had likewife the good fortune, in fome of
his captures, to poﬁéfs himfelf of a great.number of letters and
papers .of a publlc nature, many of them written by the Viceroy
of Peru to the Viceroy of Santa Fee, to the Prefidents of Panama
and Chrli, to Don Blafs de Lezo, Admiral of the galeonsy and to
divers other perfons in confiderable employments; and in:thefe let-
ters there was ufually inferted a recital of thofe they :‘were intended
to anfwer ; fo that they contained no {mall part of the correfpon-.
dence between thofe officers for fome time previous to our arrival
on that coaft: We took, befides many letters fent from perfons
intrufted by the Spani/b Government to their friepds. and. cosre-
fpondents, which were frcquently filled with narrations of : public.
bufinefs, and fometimes contained undifguifed animadverfions 'on.
thc views and condu& of their fuperiors. From thgfc materials.

'3 thofc



' INTRODUCTION

thafe-accotntaef -the Spani/b affairs are drawn, which may at firft.
fight appesr the moft exceptionable. In particular, the hiftory of
the various cafualties, which befel Pzzarro s fquadron, is for the
moft part compofed from intercepted letters. Though indeed the

relatmof rthe‘infurre&tion of Orellana and his followers, is found-

od-ori-‘rethiers lefs difputable authority: For it was taken from

the mouth of 2n Englhi/h Gentleman then on board Pizarrs, who

often converfed -with Orellana; and it was, upon enquiry, con-
firmed in its principal circumftances by others who. were in the
ﬁnp at the fame time: So that the fa&, however extraordinary,

is, I conceive, not to be contefted,

And on this occafion I cannet but mention, that though I have
cadeavoured, with my utmoft care, to adhere ftrictly to truth in
every article of the enfuing marration ; yet I am apprehenfive, that
iny fo complicated a work, fome ovcrﬁghts muft have been commit-
tdd; by ’the inattention to which at times all mankind are liable.
However, 1 am 48 yetconfeious of none but literal and infignificant
miftakes? And'if there are others more confiderable, which have
efcaped mé ;1 flattet myfelf they are not of moment enough to.
affe& any material tranfa&lon, and therefore I hope they may juftly
chnn the reaets indhigen

- Adfter -¢his gestéraldccount of the cnfuing work, it might be
expe&ed ‘perbraps, thit T fhould proceed to the work itfelf, but
1 canniot finifh this Introdu@ion, without adding a few reflexions
on 4 satter very necarly connellted with the prefent fubje&; and,
as I conceive, neither deftitate of ‘utility, nor unworthy the atten-
tion of the Public; I ivean, the animating my countrymen both.
im. their public and pﬂﬁa&c ftations, to the eacouragement and pur-
fuit-of all kinds of geographical and nautical obfervations, and of
every fpecies of mechianical and commercial information. It is
by a fettled attachment'to thefe feemingly minate particulars, thae
our:mwbltions neighbours have eftablithed fome part of that power,
with, which we aré. now firuggling ' And as we have the means
in our bands uf perfuing thefe fubjects more effe@ually, than they

can,
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can, it would be a difhonour to us longer to neglet fo eafy and
-beneficial a practice, For, as we have a navy much more nume-
rous than theirs, great part of which is always employed in very
diftant ftations, either in the prote¢tion of our colonies and com-
merce, or in aflifting our allies againft the common enemy; thig
gives us frequent opportunities of furnifhing ourfelves with fuch
kind of materials, as are here recommended, and fuch as might
turn greatly to our advantage either in war or peace. Since, not
to mention what might be expected from the officers of the Navy,
it their application to thefe fubjets was properly cncouraged, it
would create no new cxpence to the Government to cftablith a
particular regulation for this purpofe; as all that would be requifite,
would be conftantly to embark on board fome of our men of war,
which are fent on thefe diflant cruifes, a perfon, who with the
charaer of an enginecr, and the fkill and talents neceflary to that
profefiion, fhould be employed in drawing fuch coafts, and plan-
ning fuch harbours, as the fthip fliould touch at, and in making
fuch other obfervations of all kinds, as might cither prove of ad-
vantage to future Navigators, or,thight any ways tend to promote
the Pubiic fervice.  Perfons habituated to thefe operations (which
could not fuil at the fame time of improving them in their "proper
bufinefs) would be extremely ufeful in many other lights, befides
thofe already mentioned, and might tend to fecure our Fleets from
thofe difgraces, with which their attcmpts againft places on fhore
have been often attended. And, in a Nation like ours, where all
fcicnces are more eagerly and univerfally purfued, and better un-
derftood than in any other part of the world ; proper fubje¢ts for
thefe employments could not long be wanting, if due encourage-
ment were given to them.  This method here recommended is
known to have been frequently practifed by the Freach; particularly
in the inftance of Monfieur Frezier, an Engineer, who has pub-
lithed a celebrated voyage to the South-Seas : For this perfony in the
year 1711, was purpolely fent by the French King into that cquntry
on board a merchantman, that he might examine and defcribe the

3 coaft,
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coaft, and take plans of all the fortitfied places; the better to enable
the Irench to profecute theirillicit trade, or, ona rupture between
them and the court of Spain, to form their enterprizes in thofc feas
with more readinefs and certainty.  Should we purfue this methed,
we might hope, that the emalation amongft thole who were com-
miffioned for thefe underiakings, and the experience, which even
in the mott peaccable intervals, they would hereby acquire, might
at length procure us a proper number of able Engineers, and
might cfface the national fcandal, which our deficiency in that
fpecics of men has fome times expofed us to: And furely, cvery
flep to encourage and improve them, is of great moment to the
Public; as no perfons, when they are properly inftructed, make
better returns in war, for the diftinctions and emoluments beftowed
on them in time of peace.  Of which the advantages the French
have reaped from their dexterity (too numerous and recent to be
foon forgot) are an ample confirmation.

And having mentioned Engineers, or fuch as are fkilled in draw-
ing, and the other ufual plaéhccs of that profeﬂlon, as the pro-
percf’c perfons to be employed in thefe foreign enquiries, I cannot
(as it ofters itfelf fo naturally to the fub_,ed in hand) but lament,
how very imperfe&t many of our accounts of diftant countries are
rendered by the relators being unfkilled in drawing, and in the
general principles of furveying; even where other abilitics have
not been wanting. Had more of our travellers been initiated in
thefe acquirements, and had there been added thereto fome little
fkill in the common aftronomical obfervations, (all which a perfon
of ordinary talents might attain, with a very moderate fhare of
application) we fhould by this time have feen the geography of
the globe much correcter, than we now find it; the dangers of
navigation would have been confiderably leflened, and the man-
ners, arts and produce of foreign countries would have been
bettertknown to us, than theyare. Indeed, when I confider, the
ftrong incitements that all travellers have to purfue fome part at
leaft of thefe qualifications, efpecially drawing; when I confider
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how much it would facilitate their obfervations, aflift and ftrengthen
their memories, and of how tedious, and often unintelligible, a load
of defcription it would rid them; I cannot but wonder that any
perfon, who intends to vifit diftant countries, with a vicw of in-
forming either himfelf or ohers, fhould be wanting in fo neceffary
a piece of fkill. And to inforce this argument ftill further, I muft
add, that befides the ufes of drawing, already mentioned, there is
one, which, though not fo obvious, is yet perhaps of more confec-
quence than all that has been hitherto urged ; I mean the firength
and diftinguithing power it adds to fome of our faculties, This
appcars from hence, that thofe who are ufed to draw objeéts, ob-
ferve them with more accuracy, than othcrs who are not habi-
tuated to that practice. For we may eafily find, by a little ex-
perience, that when we view any object, however fimple, our
attention or memory is fcarcely at any time fo ftrong as to enable
us, when we have turned our eyes away from it, to recolle ex-
altly every part it confifted of, and to recall all the circumftances
of its appearance; fince, on examination, it will be difcovered,
that in fome we were miftaken, and others we had totally over-
looked: But he that is accuftomed to draw what he fees, is at
the fame time accuftomed to reify this inattention ; for by con-
fronting his ideas copied on the paper, with the obje& he intends
to reprefent, he finds out what circumftance has deceived him
in its appearance; and hence he at length acquires the habit of
obferving much more at one view, and retains what he fees with
more correétnefs than he could ever have done, without his prac-
tice and proficiency in drawing.

If what has been faid merits the attention of Travellers of all
forts, it is, I think, more particularly applicable to the Gentlemen
of the Navy; fince, without drawing and planning, neither charts
nor views of land can be taken ; and without thefe it is fufficiently
cvident, that navigation is at a full ftand. It is doubtlefs from a
perfuafion of the utility of thefe qualifications, that his Majefty has
eftablithed a Drawing-mafter at Portfmouth, for the inftru&ion of
thofe, who are prefumed to be hereafter intrufted with the com-
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mand of his Royal Navy: And though fome have been fo far
mifled, as to fuppofe, that the perfe@ion of Sea-officers confifted
in a turn of mind and temper refembling the boifterous element
they had to deal with, and have condemned all literature and
fcience as effeminate, and derogatory to that ferocxty, which, they
‘would falfely perfuade us, was the moft unerring chara@eriftic of
courage : Yet it is to be hoped, that fuch abfurdities as thefe have-
at no time been authorifed by the Public opinion, and that the
belief of them daily diminithes. If thofe who adhere to thefe
mifchievous pofitions were capable of being influenced by reafon,
or {fwayed by example, -1 fhould think it fufficient for their con-
vition, to obferve, that the moft valuable drawings inferted in
the following work, though done with fuch a degree of fkill, that
even profefled artifts can with difficulty imitate them, were taken
by Mr. Piercy Brett, one of Mr. Anfon’s Lieutenants, and fince
Captain of the Lion man of war; who, in his memorable engage-
ment with the Elizabeth (for the importance of the fervice, or the
refolution with which it was conduéted, inferiour to none this age
has feen) has given ample proof, that a proficiency in the arts I
have been here recommending is extremely confiftent with the
moft exemplary bravery, and the moft diftinguithed fkill in every
function belonging to the duty of a Sea-officer. Indeed, when
the many branches of fcience are attended to, of which even the
common praflice of navigation is compofed, and the many im-
provements, which men of fkill have added to this practice within
thefe few years, it would induce one to believe, that the advan-
tages of reflection and {peculative knowledge were in no profeflion
more eminent than in that of a Sca-officer: For, not to mention
fome expertnefs in gecography, geometry and aftronomy, which it
would be dithonourable for him to be without, (as his journal and
his eftimate of the daily polmon of the thip are founded on par-
ticular Branches of thefe arts) it may be well fuppofed, that the
management and working of a ﬂnp, the difcovery of her moft
cligible pofition in the water, (ufually ftiled her Trim) and the
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difpofition of her fails in the moft advantageous manner, are arti-
cles, wherein the knowledge .of mechamcs cannot but be grcatly
afliftant.  And perhaps the apphcanon of this kind of knowledge
to naval fubjects may produce as great improvements in failing and
working a fhip, as it has already done in many other mattérs con-
ducive to the eafe and convenience of human life. Since, when
the fabric of a fhip, and the variety of her fails are confidered,
together with the artificial contrivanges for adapting them to her
different motions, as it cannot be doubted, but thefe things have
been brought about by more than ordinary fagacity and invention,
fo neither can it be doubted, but that, in fome conjunctures, a
fpeculative and fcientific turn of mind may find out the means of
diretting and difpofing this complicated mechanifm much more ad-
vantageoufly than can be done by mege habit, or by a fervile copy-
ing of what others may perhaps have erroneoufly pra&ifed in fimilar
emergencics. But it is time to finifh this digreflion, and to leave
the reader to the perufal of the enfuing work ; which, with how
little art foever it may be executed, will yet, from the importance
of the fubject, and the utility and excellence of the materials, merit
fome fhare of the Public attention.

A VOYAGE
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THE fquadron under the Command of Mr. Anfon (of
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trufted with its execution. Since it will from hence appear, that
the accidents the expedition was afterwards expofed to, and which
prevented it from producing all the :uatic al advantages the ftrength
of the {quadron, and the expeQation of the public, feemed to pre-
fage, were principally owing to a feries of interruptions, which de-
layed the Commander in the courfe of his preparations, and which
it exceeded his utmoft induftry either to avoid or to get removed.

When in the latter end of the fummer of the year 1739, it
was forefeen that a war with Spa/z was inevitable, it was the
opinion of fome confiderable perfons then trufted with the ad-
miniftration of affairs, that the moft prudeat ftep the Nation couid
take, on the breaking out of the war, was attacking that Crown
in her diftant fettlements ; for by this means (asat that ume thee
was the greateft probability of fuccefs) it was fuppofed that we
fhould cut off the principal refources of the eneray, and {hould re-
duce them to the neceffity of fincerely defiring 2 peace, as they
would hereby be deprived of the returns of that t-eziure by which
alone they could be enabled to carry on a war.

In purfuance of thefc fentiments, fcveral projets were examined,
and feveral refolutions were taken by the Council. And in all
thefe deliberations it was from the firft determined, that Gesrge
Anfon, E(q; then Captain of the Centurion, fhould be employed as
Commander in Chief o an expedition of this kind : And Fc at that
time being abfent on a cruive, a veffel was difpatched to his ilation
fo early as the beginning of September, to order him to return with
his thip to Portfmouth. And foon after he came there, that is, on
the 10th of November following, he received a letter from Sir
Charles Wager, direting him to repair to Londen, and to attend
the board of Admiralty : Where, when he arrived, he was inform-
ed by Sir Charles, that two Squadrons would be immediately fitted
out for two fecret expeditions, which hoewever would havi: fome
connexion with each other: That he, Mr. Anfon, was inttnded
to command one of them, and Mr. Cornwall (who hath’fince loft
 his life glonouﬂy in the defcnce of his country’s henour’) the other :
' « \That
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‘That the fquadron under Mr. .4nfon was to take on board three In-
dependent Companies of a hundred men cach, and Bland’s regi-
mant of Foot: That Colunel Bland was likewife to imbark with -
his regiment, and to command the land-forces : And that, as foon
as this fquadron could be fitted for the fea, they were to fet
fail, with exprefs orders to touch at no place till they came to
“fava Head in the Eaft-Indies : That there they were only to ftop
to take in water, and thence to proceed dircély to the city of Ma-
nita, finated on Luconia, one of the Philippine Iflands: That the
nther {quadron was to be of equal force with this commanded by
Mr. Anfon, and was intendcd to pafs round Cape Horn into the
Souck-Seas, to range along that coaft; and after cruizing upon
the cuemy in thofe parts, and actempting their fettlements, this
fquadron in its return was to rendezvous at Manila, there to join
the fquadron under Mr. Anfon. where they were to refrefh their
men, and refit their fhips, and perhaps receive orders for other con-
fiderable enterprizes.

This fcheme was doubtlefs extremely well proje@ed, and
could not but greatly advance the Public Service, and* the repu-
tation and fortune of thole concerned in its execution; for had
Mr. Anfon proceeded for Manila at the time and in the manner pro-
pofcd by Sir Charles Hager, he would, in all probability, have arrived
there before they had reccived any advice of the war between us
and Spa:n, and confequently before they had been in the leaft pre-
pared for the reception of an enemy, or had any apprehenfions of
their danger. 'The city of Mansla might well be fuppofed to have
been at that time in the fame defencelefs condition with all the
other Spani/b fettlements, juft at the breaking out of the war : That
is to fay, their fortifications negleGted, and in many places decayed ;
their cannon difmounted, or rendred ufelefs by the mouldring of
their carriages ; their magazines, whether of military ftores or pro-
vifion, all empty ; their garrifons unpaid, and confequcmlv thin,
ill-affe@ted, and difpirited ; and the royal chefts in Peru, whence
alone all thefe diforders could receive their redrefs, drained to the
very bottom : This, from the intercepted letters of their Viceroys
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and Governors, is well known to have been the defencelefs ftate of
Panama, and the other Spanifb places on the coaft of the Souzh-
Sea, for near a twelvemonth after our declaration of war. And it.
cannot be fuppofed that the city of Manila, removed ftill farther by
almoft half the circumference of the globe, thould have experienced
from the Spanifb Government, a greater fhare of attention and con-
cern for its fecurity, than Panama, and the other important ports in
Peru and Chili, on which their pofleffion of that immenfe Em-
pire depends. Indeed, it is well known, that Man:la was at that
time incapable of making any confiderable defence, and in all pro-
bability would have furrendered only on the appearance of our
fquadron before it. 'The confequence of this city, and the ifland it
ftands on, may be in fome meafure eftimated, from the known healthi-
nefs of its air, the excellency of its port and bay, the number and
wealth of its inhabitants, and the very extenfive and beneficial com-
merce which it carries on to the principal Ports in the Eqff-Indics,
and China, and its exclufive trade to Acapulco, the returns for which,
being made in filver, are, upon the loweft valuation, not lefs than
three millions of Dollars per annum.

On this Scheme Sir Charles Wager was f{o intent, that in &
few days after this firft confereuce, that is, oa November 18,
Mr. Anfon received an order to take under his command the 4r-
gyle, Severn, Pearl, Wager, and Tryal Sl ; and other orders were
iffued to him in the fame month, and in the December following,
relating to the viCtualling o this i:jaadron.  But Mr. Anfon attend-
ing the Admiralty the beginning of 7 wuary, e was informed . by
Sir Charies Wozer, that ror scatons with which he, Sir Charles, was
not acquainted, the expedition to Mci:i/a was laic afide. It may be
conceived, that Vir. Anfon wus extremely chagrined at the lofing the
command of {o infallible, fo honourable, and in every refpe&;, fo de-~
firable an enterprize, efpecially tou as he had already, at a very
great expence, made the neceffary provifion for his own accommo-
dation in this voyage, which he had rcafon to expe& would prove a

very long one.  However, Sir Charles, to render this difappointment
LI in
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in fome deg}ee more tolerable, informed him that the expedition to
the South-Seas was ftill intended, and that he, Mr. Anfon, and his
fquadron, as their firft deftination was now countermanded, fhould
be employed in that fervice. And on the 1oth of Jfanuary he
received his commiflion, appointing him Commander in chicf of
the forementioned fquadron, (which the Argyl being in the courfe
of their preparation changed for the Ghucefler) was the fame he
failed with above eight months after from St. Helkens.  On this
change of deftination, the equipment of the fquadron was ftill pro-
fecuted with as much vigour as ever, and the victualling, and what-
ever depended on the Commodore, was foon fo far advanced, that he
conceived the fhips might be capable of putting to fea the inftant
he fhould rective his final orders, of which he was in daily expec-
tation. And at laft, on the 28th of Fume 1740, the Duke of
Nesecafle, Principal Sccretary of State, delivered to him his Ma-
jefly’s inftrucions, dated Fanuary 31, 1739, with an additional in-
ttr 1&tion from the Lords Juftices, dated Fume 19, 1740. On the
receipt of thefe, Mr. .fnfon ihmediately repaired to Spithead, with
a refolution to {al’ wih ti. firft fair wind, flattering himiult that all
his difficultics were now at an end. For though he knew by ths
mufters that Lis fquadren want d three hundred feamen of theie
complement, (a deficic...v, which, with all his afliduity, he h:d
not been able to get fippiied) yet, as Sic Chartes W oger informed
him, that an order irom the boadd f Admiraley was difpatched o
Sir Jobn Norris, to fpare Li~1 the numbers which he wanted, he
doubted not of ite being complicd <with,  Dut on his arriv | ax
Portfmouth, he feund himaf=lt yreatly iniftaken. and difapnointed 1a
this perfuafion; for i bis application, Sur JFebe Noprls ld hum,
he could fpare hiin none, fo- he wanted mea *or his own deet.
This occafioned an ine itabl and a very coniiderable delay ; for it
was/‘the end of Fuly Lefore this deficiency was by any means (up-
plidd, and all that was ther done was extremely fhort of his necef-
fities and expectation. For Admiral Balchen, who fucceeded to the
command at Spithead, after Sit fobn Norris had failed to the weft-
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“ward, inftead of three hundred able failors, which Mr. Anfon want-
ed of his complement, ordered on board the fquadron a hundred and
fcventy men only ; of which thirty-two were from the hofpital
and fick quarters, thirty-feven from the Sa/ifbury, with three offi-
cers of Colonel Lowther’s regiment, and ninety-eight marines, and
thefe were all that ever were granted to make up the forementioned
deficiency.

But the Commodore’s mortification did not end here. It has
been already obferved, that it was at firft intended that Colonel
Bland’s regiment, and three independent companies of a hundred
men each, fhould embark as land-forces on board the fquadron.
But this difpofition was now changed, and all the land-forces that
were to be allowed, were five hundred invalids to be colle@ted from
the out-penfioners of Chelfea college. - As thefe out-penfioners con-
fift of foldiers, who from their age, wounds, or other infirmities,
are incapable of fervice in marching regiments, Mr. Anfon was
greatly chagrined at having {uch a decrepid detachmentallotted him;
for he was fully perfuaded that the greateft part of them would pe-
rith long before they arrived at the fcene of action, fince the delays
he had already encountered, neceflarily confined his paffage round
Cape Horn the moft ngorous feafon of the year. Sir Charles
Wager too joined in opinion with the Commodore, that invalids
were no way proper for this fervice, and folicited ftrenuoufly to
have them exchanged ; but he was told, that perfons, who were
fuppofed to be better judges of foldiers than he or Mr. Anfon,
thought them the propereft men that could be employed on this
occafion. And upon this determination they were ordered on board
the fquadron on the sth of Auguff : Bat inftead of five hundred,
there came on board no more than two hundred and fifty-nine; for
all thofe who had limbs and ftrength to walk out of Portfmouth
deferted, leaving behind them only fuch as were literally invrlids,
moft of them being fixty years of age, and fome of them upwards
of feventy. Indeed it is difficult to conceive a more moving fcene

than the imbarkation of thefe unhappy veterans: They were them-
*felves
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felves extremely averfe to the fervice they were engaged in, and
fully apprifed of all the difafters they were afterwards expofed to ;
the apprehenfions of which were ftrongly mark'd by the concern
that appeared in their countenances, which was mixed with no
fmall degree of indignation, to be thus hurried from their repofe into
a fatiguing employ, to which neither the ftrength of their bodies,
nor the vigour of their minds, were any way proportioned, and
where, without feeing the face of an enemy; or in the leaft pro-
moting the fuccefs of the enterprize, they would in all probability
ufclefsly perith by lingering and painful difeafes ; and this to6, after
they had fpent the activity and ftrength of their youth in their
Country’s fervice.

I cannot but obfcrve, on this melancholy incident, how extreme-
ly unfortunate it was, both to this aged and difeafed detachment, and
to the expedition they were employed in; that amongft all the out-
penfioners of Chelfea Hofpital, which were fuppofed to amount to
two thoufand men, the moft crazy and infirm only {hould be culled
out for fo laborious and perilous an undertaking. For it was well
known, that however unfit, invalids in general might be for this
fervice, yet by a prudent choice, there might have been found
amongft them five hundred men who had fome femains of vigour
left: And Mr. 4nfon fully expeted, that the beft of them would
have been allotted him ; whereas the whole detachment that was
fent to him, fcemed to be made up of the moft decripid and mi-
ferable objects, that could be collected out of the whole body; and
by the defertion abovementioned, thefe were a fecond time cleared
of that little health and ftrength which were to be found amongft
them, and he was to take up with fuch as were much fitter for an
infirmary, than for any military duty.

And here it is ncceflary to mention another material particalar in
the equipment of this fquadron. It was propofed to Mr. Aufon,
after 1t was refolved that he thould be fent to the Souzh-Seas, to tuke
with him two perfons under the denomination of Agent Victuallers,
"Thofe who were mentioned for this employment had formerly been

mn
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in the Spanifb Weft Indies, in the South-Sea Company’s fervice,
and it was fuppofed that by their knowledge and intelligence on that
coaft, they might often procure provifions for him by compac with
the inhabitants, when it was not to be got by force of arms : Thefe
Agent Vittuallers were, for this purpofe, to be allowed to carry to.
the value of 15,000/. in merchandife on board the fquadron; for
they had reprefented, that it would be much eafier for them to pro-
cure provifions with goods, than with the value of the fame goods
in money. Whatever colours were given to this fcheme, it was
difficult to perfuade the generality of mankind, that it was not prin-
cipally intended for the enrichment of the Agents, by the beneficial
commerce they propofed to carry on upon that coaft. Mr. Anfon,
from the beginning, objefted both to the appointment of Agent
Victuallers, and the allowing them to carry a cargo on board the
fquadron : For he conceived, that in thofe few amicable ports where
the {quadron might touch, he needed not their afliftance to contract
for any provxﬁons the place afforded ; and on the enemy’s coaft, he
did not imagine that they could ever procure him the neceffaries he
thould want, unlefs (which he was refolved not to comply with)
the military operations of his fquadron were to be regulated by the
ridiculous views of their trading projects. All that he thought the
Government ought to have done on this occafion, was to put on
board to the value of 2 or 3oool only of fuch goods, as the 7-
dians, or the Spanifb Planters in the lefs cultivated part of the coaft,

might be tempted with ; fince it was in fuch places only that he
imagined it would be worth while to truck with the enemy for pro-
vifions : And in thefe places it was fufficiently evident, a very fmall
cargo would fuffice.

But though the Commodore ob]e&cd both to the appoint-
ment of thefe officers, and to their proje&, of the fuccefs of
which he had no opinion; yet, as they had infinuatej that
their {cheme, befides viGtualling the fquadron, might contribute to
fettling a trade upon that coaft, which might be afterwards carried
on without difticulty, and might thereby prove a very confiderable

national advantage, they were much liftened to by fome confi-
derable
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derable perfons: And of the 15,000 /. which was to be the amount

of their cargo, the Government agreed to advance them 10,000

upon impreft, and the remaining gooo they raifed on bottomry .
bonds 5, and the goods purchafed with this fum, were all that were

taken to fea by the fquadron, how much foever the amount of

thern might be afterwards magnified by common report.

This cargo was at firlt fhipped on board the #ager Store Ship,
and one of the Viuallers; no past of. it being admitted on board
the men of war. But when thie Commodore was at §t. Carbarine’s,
he confidered, that in cafe the {quadron fhould be feparated, it
might be pretended that fome of the fhips were difappointed of
provifions for want of a cargo to truck with, and therefore he dif-
tributed fome of thc leaft bulky commodities on board the men of
war, leaving the remainder principally on board the #ager, where
it was loft : And more of the goods perithing by various accidents
to be recited hereafter, and no part of them being difpofed of up-
on the coaft, the few that came home to England, did not pro-
duce, when fold, above a fourth part of the original price. So
true was the Commodore’s judgment of. the event of this pro-
je&, which had been by many confidered as infallibly produ@ive of
immenfe gains. But to return to the tranfaions 4§t Porzfinouth.

To fupply the place of the two hundred and forty invalids which
had deferted, as is mentioned above, there were ordered on board two
hundred and ten marines detached from different regiments : Thefe
were raw and undifciplined men, for they were juft raifed, and had
fcarcely any thing more of the foldier than their regimentals, none
of them having been {o far trained, as to be permitted to fire. The
laft detachment of thefe marines came on board the 8th of Augus?,
and on the 10th the fquadron failed from Sprtbead to St. Helens,
there to wait for a wind to proceed on the expedition.

But jhe delays we had already fuffered had not yet fpent all their
influence, for we were now advanced into a feafon of the year,
when the wefterly winds are ufually very conftant, and very vio-
lent ; and it was thought proper that we fhould put to fea in com-

C pany
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pany with the fleet commanded by Admiral Balchen, and the cx-
pedition under Lord Cathcarr. As we made up in all twenty-
one men of war, and a hundred and twenty-four fail of merchant-
men and tranfports, we had no hopes of getting out of the Chan-
nel with fo large a number of fhips, without the continuance of a
fair wind, for fome confiderable time. This was what we had every
day lefs and lefs reafon to expect, as the time of the cquinox drew
near ; fo that our golden dreams, and our idcal pofleffion of the
Peruvian treafures, grew each day more faint, and the difficultic.
and dangers of the paflage round Cape I7s7 in the winter feafun
filled our imaginations in their room. For it was forty days {rom
our arrival at St. Helens, to our final departure from thence : And
cven then (having orders to proceed without Lord Catbcart) we
tided it down the Channel with a contrary wind. But this inter-
val of forty days was not frce from the difplcafing fatigue of often
fetting {ail, and being as often obliged to return ; nor exempt from
dangers, greater than have been fometimes uﬁ’dergone in furround-
ing the globe. For the wind coming fair for the firft time, on the
23d of Augufl, we got under fail,and Admiral Ba/vhen thewed himfelf
truly foliciteus to have proceeded to fea, but the wind foon return-
ing to its old quarter, obliged usto put back to St. Helrs, not with-
out confiderable hazard, and fome damage received by two of the
tranfports, who, in tacking, ran foul of each other. Befides this,
we made two or three more attempts to fail, but without any better
fuccefs. And, on the 6th of Scptember, being returned to an anchor
at St. Ilolens, after one of thefe fruitlefs cfforts, the wind blew fo
freth, that the whole fleet firuck their yards and topmafts to pre-
vent driving: Yet, notwithftanding this precaution, the Cen-
turion drove the next evening, and brought both cables a-head, and
we were in no {mall danger of driving foul of the Prince Fredcrick,
a feventy-gun fhip, moored at a fmall diftance under our. ftern;
though we happily efcaped, by her driving at the fame time, and .I'o
preferving her diftance : But we did not think ourfelves fecure, till

we at laft let go the fheet anchor, which fortunately brought us up.
X However,
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However, on the gth of September, we were in fome degree
relieved from this lingering vexatious fituation, by an Order which
Mr. Anfon received from the Lords Juftices, to put to fea the firft
opportunity with his own fquadron only, if Lord Catheart fhould
not be ready. Being thus freed from the troublefome company of
fo large a fleet, our Commodore refolved to weigh and tide it down
the Channel, aflfoon as the weather {hould become {ufficiently mode-
rate; and this might eafily have been done with our own fquadron
alone full two months fooner, had the orders of the Admiralty,
for fupplying us with feamen, been punctually complied with, and
bad we met with none of thofe other delays mentioned in this nar-
vation. It is true, our hopes of a fpeedy departure were even now
fomewhat damped, by a fubfequent order which Mr. Aufon recei-
ved on the 12th of September ; for by that he was required to take
under his convoy the St. Albans with the Turkey fleet, dnd to join
the Dragon and the Winchefler, with the Streights and the Ameri-
can trade at Torbay or Plymouth, and to proceed with them to fea
as far as their way and ours lay together : This incumbrance of a
convoy gave us fome uneafinefs, as we feared it might prove the
means of lengthening our paffage to the Maderas. _However, Mr.
Anfon, now having the command himfelf, refolved to adhere to his
former determination, and to tide it down the Channel with the
firft moderate weather ; and that the junction of his Convoy might
occafion as little lofs of time as poflible, he immcdiately fent direc-
tions to Torbay, that the fleets he was there to take under his care,
might be in a readinefs to join him inftantly on his approach. And
at laft, onthe 18th of September, he weighed from St. Helens ; and
though the wind was at firft contrary, had the good fortune t get
clear of the Channel in four days, as will be more particularly re-
lated in the enfuing chapter.

Haying thus gone through the rcipe@ive fleps taken in the equip-
ment of this {quadron, it is fufficiently obvious how ditfercnt an
alpect this expedition bore at its firft appointment in the beginning ot

Caz2 Sanuary,
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Fanuary, from what it had in the latter end of September, when it
left the Channel ; and how much its numbers, its ftrength, and the
probability of its fuccefs were diminithed, by the various incidents
which took place in that interval. For inftead of having all our
old and ordinary feamen exchanged for fuch as were young and
able, (which the Commodore was at firft promifed) and having
our numbers compleated to their full complement, we were obliged
to retain our firft crews, which were very indifferent; and a defi-
ciency of three hundred men in our numbers was no otherwife
rhade up tous, than by fending us on board a hundred and feventy
men, the greateft part compofed of fuch as were difcharged from
hofpitals, or new-raifed marines who had never been at fea before.
And in the land-forces allotted us, the change was ftill more difad-
vantageous ; for there, inftead of three independent companies of
a hundred men each, and Blend's regiment of foot, which was an
old one, we had only four hundred and feventy invalids and marines,
one part of them incapable of action by their age and infirmities,
and the other part ufelefs by their ignorance of their duty. But
the diminithing the ftrength of the fquadron was not the greateft
inconvenienty~~hich attended thefe alterations ; for the contefts,
reprefentations, and difficulties which they continually produced,
(as we have above feen, that in thefe cafes the authority of the
Admiralty was not always fubmitted to) occafioned a delay and
wafte of time, which in its confequences was the fource of all
the difafters to which this enterprize was afterwards expofed : For
by this mecans we were obliged to make our paffage round Cape
Horn in the moft tempeftuous feafon of the year ; whence proceed-
ed the feparation of our fquadron, the lofs of numbers of our
men, and the imminent hazard of our total deftru&ion. By
this delay too, the enemy had been fo well informed of our defigns,
that a perfon who had been employed in the South-Sea Coxppany's
fcrvice, and arrived from Panama three or four days before we
left Postfinouth, was able to relate to Mr. Anfon moft of the par-
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ticulars of the deftination and ftrength of our fquadron, from
what he had learned amongft the Spaniards before he left them.
And this was afterwards confirmed by a more extraordinary cir~
cumftance : For we thall find, that when the Spaniards (fully fa-
tisfied that our expedition was intended for the Soutb-Sms) had fit-
ted out a fquadron to oppofe us, which had fo"far got the ftart of
us, as to arrive before us off the ifland of Madera, the Com-
mander of this fquadron was fo well inftruced in the form and
make of Mr. Anfor’s broad pendant, and had imitated it fo ex~
adly, that he thereby decoyed the Pear/, one of our fquadron,
within gun-fhot of him, before the Captain of the Pear/ was able.
to difcover his miftake. \

CHAP
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CHAP IL

The paflage from St. Helens to the Ifland of Maélem;
with a fhort account of that Ifland, and of our
ftay there.

N the 18th of September, 1740, the fquadron, as we have
obferved in the preceeding chapter, weighed from St. Helens
with a contrary wind, the Commodore propofing to tide it
down the Channel, as he dreaded lefs the inconveniences he thould
thercby have to ftruggle with, than the rifk he thould run of ruin-
ing the enterprize, by an uncertain, and, in all probability, a te-
dious attendance for a fair wind.
The fquadron allotted to this fervice confifted of five men
of war, a floop of war, and two victualling thips. They were
the Centurion of fixty guns, four hundred men, George An-
Jon, Efq; Commander ; the Gloucefler of fifty guns, three hundred
men, Richard Norris Commander ; the Severn of fifty guns, three
hundred men, the Honourable Edward Legg Commander ; the
Pearl of torty guns, two hundred and fifty men, Matthew Mitchel
Commander ; the #ager of twenty-eight guns, one hundred and
fixty men, Dandy Kidd Commander ; and the Trya/ Sloop of
cight guns, onc hundred men, the Honourable Yobn Murray Com-
mander ; the two victuallers were Pinks, the largeft of about four
hundred, and the other of about two hundred tons burthen, thefe
were to attend us, till the provifions we had taken on board were fo
far confumed, as to makc room for the additional quantity they car-
ricd with them, which, when we had taken into our fhips, they, were
o be difcharged.  Befides the complement of men born by the
abovementioned thips as their crews, there were embarked on board
the {fguadron about four hundred and feventy invalids and marines,
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under the denomination of land-forces, (as has been particularly
mentioned in the preceeding chapter) which were commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Cracherode. With this fquadron, together with
the St. Albans and the Lark, and the trade under their convoy,
Mr. Anfon,after weighing from St. Helens, tided it down the Chan-
nel for the firft forty-eight-hours ; and, on the 2oth, in the morn-
ing, we difcovered off the Ram-Head, the Dragon, Winchefier,
South-Sea Caflle, and Rye, with a number of merchantmen under
their convoy : Thefe we joined about noon the fame day, our.Com-
modore having orders to fee them (together with the St. Albans
and Lark) as far into the fea as their courfe and ours lay together,
When we came in fight of this laft mentioned fleet, Mr. 4nfon firft
hoifted his broad pendant, and was faluted by all the men of war
in company.

When we had joined this laft Convoy, we made up eleven men
of war, and about one hundred and fifty fail of merchantmen, con-
fifting of the Turkey, the Streights, and the American trade. Mr. An-
fon, the fame day, made a fignal for all the Captains of the men of
war to come on board him, where he delivered them their fighting
and failing inftructions, and then with a fair wind we all ftood to-
wards the South-Weft ; and the next day at noon, " béing the 21ft,
we had run forty leagues from the Rum-Head. Bcing now clear of
the land, our Commodore, to render our view more extenfive, or-
dered Captain Mitchel, in the Pearl, to make fail two leagues a-head
of the fleet every morning, and to repair to his ftation cvery even-
ing. Thus we proceeded till the 25th, when the ¥ 7nchefier and
the American Convoy made the concerted fignal for leave to fupa-
rate, which being anfwered by the Commodore, they lcft us: As
the St. Albans and the Dragon, with the Turkey and Streights Con-
voy, did on the 29th.  After which fcparation, there remained in
company only our own fquadron and our twovictuallers, with which
we kept on our courfe for the Ifland of Muedera. But the winds
were {o contrary, that we had the mortification to be forty days in
our paflage thither from St. Helens, though it is known to be often

done
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done in ten or twelve. This delay was a moft unpleafing circum-
ftance, produive of much difcontent and ill-humour amongft our
people, of which thofe only can have a tolerable idea, who have
had the experience of a like fituation. For befides the peevifhnefs
and defpondency which foul and contrary winds, and a lingering
voyage never fail to create on all occafions, we, in particular, had
very {ubftantial reafons to be greatly alarmed at this unexpeéted im-
pediment. Since as we had departed from England much later than
we ought to have done, we had placed almoft all our hopes of fue- -
cefs in the chance of retrieving in fome meafure at fea, the time
we had fo unhappily wafted at Spithead and St. Helens.  However,
at'laft, on Monday, Oélober the 25th, at five in the morning, we,
to our great joy, made the land, and in the afterncon came to an
anchor in Madcra Road, in forty fathom water ; the Brazen-Head
bearing from us E by §, the Loo NN W, and the great Church
N NE. We had hardly let go our anchor, when an Engli/b pri-
vateer {loop ran under our ftern, and faluted the Commodore with
nine guns, which we returned with five. And, the next day, the
Conful of the Ifland vifiting the Commodore, we faluted him
with nine guns on his coming on board. _
This Ifland of Madera, where we are now arrived, is famous
through all our merican fettlements for its excellent wines, which
feem to be defigned by Providcnce for the refre(hment of the inha-
bitants of the Torrid Zone. It is fituated in a fine climate, in the
hititude of 32: 27 North; and in the longitude from Landon
(by our differcnt reckonings,) of 187 & to 19° { Weft, though laid
down in the charts in 17°. It is compofed of one continued hill,
of a confidcrable height, extending itfclf from Eaft to Weft: The
declivity of which, on the South-fide, is cultivated and interfperfed
withvineyards ;and in the midftof thisflope the Merchants have fixed
their country feats, which help to form a very agreeable profpe&,
There is but onc confiderable town in the whole Ifland, it is named
Fonchiale, and is fcated on the South part of the Ifland, at the bot-
tom,
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tom of a large bay. Towards the fea, it is defended by a high wall,
with a battery of cannon, befides a caftle on the Los, which is a
rock ftanding in the water at a {fmall diftance from the thore. Fon-
chiale is the only place of trade, and indeed, thc only place where
it is poffible for a boat to land. And even here the beach is cover-
ed with large ftones, and a violent furf continually beats upon it ;
fo that the Commodore did not care to venture the fhips long boats
to fetch the water off, there was fo much danger of their being
loft; and therefore ordered the Captains of the {quadron to cm-
ploy Portuguefe boats on that fervice.

We continued about a week at this Ifland, watering our fhips,
and providing the fquadron with wine and other refrefhments.
Here on the 3d of November, Captain Richard Norris fignified by
a letter to the Commodore, his defire to quit his command on board
the Gloucefler, in order to return to England for the recovery of
his health, this requeft the Commodore complied with; and
thereupon was pleafed to apppint Captain Masthew Mitchell to
command the Gloucefler in his room, and to remove Captain Kidd
from the Wager to the Pearl, and Captain Murray from the Tryal
Sloop to the Wager, giving the command of the Tya/ to Lieute-
nant Cheap. Thefe promotions being fettled, with other changes in
the Lieutenancies, the Commodore, on the following day, gave to
the Captains their orders, appointing St. Yago, one of the Cape de
Verd Iflands, to be the firlt place of rendczvous in cafe of fepara-
tion; and direing them, if they did not meet the Centurion there,
to make the beft of their way to the Ifland of St. Catberine's, on
the coaft of Brazil. The watcr for the fquadron being the fame
day compleated, and each fhip fupplicd with as much wine
and other refrefhments as they could take in, we weighed anchor
in the afternoon, and took our leave of the Ifland of Madira.
But before I go on with the narration of our own tranfactions, |
think it neceffary to give fome account of the proceedings of the
cnemy, and of the meafures they had taken to render all onr do-
fizns abortive, )
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\When Mr. Anfon vifited the Governor of Madera, he reccive.l
witormation froin him, that for three or four days, in the Jatter end
of October, there had appeared, to the weftward of that Hland,
feven or cight fhips of the line, and a Patache, which hft was
fent every day clofc in to make the land. The Governor affured
the Commodore, upon his honour, that none upon the Ifland
had cither given them intelligence, or had in any fort communi-
cated with them, but that he believed them to be cither French
or Spanifb, but was rather inclined to think them Spani/h. On
this intclligence, Mr. Anfon fent an Officer in a clean floop, eight
lcagues to the wettward, to reconnoitre them, and, it poflible, to
difcover what they werc: But the Officer returned without being
able to get a fight of them, fo that we ftill remained in uncertain-
ty. Iowevcr, we could not but conjeure, that this Hleet was in-
tended to put a ftop to our expedition, which, had they cruifed to
the eaftward of the Ifland inftead of the weftward, they could not
but have exccuted with great facility. For as, in that cafe, they muft
have certainly fallen in with us, we fhould have been obliged to throw
overboard vaft quantities of provifion to clear our thips for an en-
gagement, and this alone, without any regard to the event of the
action, would have effeCtually prevented our progrefs. This was
fo obvious a meafure, that we could not help imagining reafons
which might have prevented them from purfuing it. And we
therefore fuppofed, that this French or Spanifb {quadron was (eng
out, upon advice of our failing in company with Admiral Bal-
chen and Lord Catheart’s expedition: And thence, from an ap-
prehenfion of being over-matched, they might not think it ad-
vifeable to meet with us, till we had parted company, which they
might judge would not happen, before our arrival at this Ifland.
Thefc were our fpeculations at that time; and from hence we had
reafon to fuppofe, that we might flill fall in with them, in
our way to the Cape de Verd Iflands. We afterwards, in the
courfe of our expedition, were perfuaded, that this was the
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Spanifb fquadron commanded by Don Yofeph Pizarro which was
fent out purpofely to traverfe the views and enterprizes of our
fquadron, to which, in ftrength, they were greatly fupcrior. As
this Spanifb armament then was fo nearly connetted with our ex-
pedition, and as the cataftrophe it underwent, though not cffected
by our force, was yet a confiderable advantage to this nation, pro-
duced in confequence of our equipment, I have, in the following
chapter given a fummary account of their proceedings, from their
firft fetting out from Spain in the year 1740, till the 4fs, the only
thip of the whole fquadron which returned to Eurgpe, arrived at
the Groyne in the beginning of the year 1746.

D=2 CHAD
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CHAP. IL

‘The hiftory of the Spanifb {quadron commanded by
: Don fofeph Pizarro. ;

HE fquadron fitted out by the Court of Spain, to attend
our motions, and traverfe our projets, we fuppofed to have
been the thips fecn off Madera, as mentioned in the pre-
ceding chapter. As this force was fent out particularly againft
our expedition, I cannot but imagine, that the following hiftory of
the cafualtics it met with, as far as by intercepted letters and other
information the famc has come to my knowledge, is a very eflential
part of the prefent work. For hence it will appear, that we were the
occafion, that a confiderable part of the naval power of Spain was
diverted from the profecution of the ambitious Views of that Court
in Eurgpe. And whatever men and fhips were loft by the enemy
in this undertaking, were loft in ‘confequence of the precautions
they took to fecure themfelves againft our enterprizes.
This fquadron (befides two fhips intended for the #efi-Indies,
which did not part company till after they had left the Maderas)
was compofed of the following men of war, commanded by Don

Fofeph Pizarro :

The Afia of fixty-fix guns, and feven hundred men ; this was
the Admiral’s fhip.

The Guipufcoa of feventy-four guns, and feven hundred men.

The Hermiona of fifty-four guns, and five hundred men.

The Efperanza of fifty guns, and four hundred and fifty men.

'The St. Effevan of forty guns, and threc hundred and fifty men.

And a Patache of twenty guns.

Thefe thips, over and above their complement of failors and ma-
rines, had on board an old Spani/b regiment of foot, intended to
reinforce
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reinforce the garrifons on the coaft of the Sourh-Seas. When this
flcct had cruifed for fome days to the leeward of the Maderas, as
is mentioned in the preceding chapter, they left that ftation in the
bezinning of November, and fteered for the river of Plate, where
they arrived the sth of Fanuary, O. S. and coming to an anchor in
the baSv of Maldonado, at the mouth of that river, their Admiral 72
zarro {fent immediately to Buenos Avres for a fupply of provifions ;
for they had departed from Sparn with only four months provifions
on board. While they lay here expeing this fupply, they received
intelligence, by the Treachery of the Portugucfe Governor of St.
Catherine's, of Mr. Anfor’s having arrived at that Ifland on the
21ft of December preceding, and of his preparing to put to fes
again with the utmoft expedition. Pizarro, notwithftanding his
fuperior force, had his reafons (and as fome fay his orders likewife)
for avoiding our fquadron any where fhort of the South-Sews. He
was befides extremely defirous of getting round Cape Horz bLefore
us, as he imagined that ftep alone would effectually bafile all our
defigns ; and therefore, on hearing that we were in his neighbour-
hood, and that we thould foort be ready to proceed for Cape Hors,
he weighed anchor with the five large thips, (the Patache being dit-
abled and condemned, and the men taken out of her) after a ftay of
feventeen days only, and got under fail without his provifions, which
arrived at Maldonado within a day or two after his departure. But
notwithftanding the precipitation, with which he departed, we put
to fea from St. Catherine'’s four days before him, and in fome part of
our pafiage to Cape Horn, the two {quadrons were {o near together,
that the Pearl, one of our fhips, being feparated from the reft, fcll
in with the Spanifb Fleet, and miftaking the Afiz for the Centurion,
had got within gun-fhot of Pizarre, bcfore the difcovered her er-
ror, and narrowly efcaped being taken.

It being the 22d of Fanuary when the Spaniards weighed from
Maldonado, (as has been already mentioned) they could not expect
to get into the latitude of Cape Horn before the equinox ; and as
they had reafon to apprehend very tempeftuous weather in doubling

it
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it at that feafon, and as the Spanifh failors, being for the moft part
accufiomed to a fair weather country, might be expected to ‘be very
aver{t to o dangerous and fatiguing a navigation, the better to en~
courage them, fome part of their pay was advanced to them in Ex-
ropean goods, which they were to be permitted to difpofe of in the
Souttr=Seas, that fo the hopes of the great profit, each man was to
make on his venture, might animate him in his duty, and render
him lefs difpofed to repine at the labour, the hardthips and the
perils he would in all probability meet with before his arrival on
the coaft of Peru.

Pizarrs with his fquadron having, towards the latter end of
February, run the length of Cape Horn, he then ftood to the
weftward in order to doubleit; but in the night, of the laft day
of Ibruary, O.S. while with this view they werc turning to
windward, the Guipufioa, the Hermiona, and the Efperanza, were
fecparated from the Admiral ; and, on the 6th of March following,
the Guipufcoa was feparated from the other two ; and, on the 7th
(being the day after we had pafled Strefghts ke Maire) there came
on a moft furious ftorm at N W,' which in defpight of all their
efforts, drove the whole fquadron to the eaftward, and after feveral
fruitlefs attempts, obliged them to bear away for the river of
Plate, where Pizarro in the Afia arrived about the middle of May,
and a few days after him the Efperanza and the Effevan. The
Hermiona was fuppofed to founder at fea, for the was never heard
of more; and the Guipufcoa was run a-thore, and funk on the
coaft of Brazil. The calamities of all kinds, which this fqua-®
dron underwent in this unfuccefsful navigation, can only be pa-
ralleled by what we ourfelves experienced in the fame climate,
when buffcted by the fame ftorms. ‘There was indeed fome di-
verfity in our diftreffes, which rendered it difficult to decide, whofe
fituation was moft worthy of commiferation. For to all the mif-
fortunes we had in common with each other, as thattered rig-
ging, leaky fhips, and the fatigues and defpondency, which necef-
farily attend thefe difafters, there was fuperadded on board our fg;xa—

4 on



(23)
dron the r'avage of a moft deftru@ive and incurable difeafe, and on
board the Spanifh {quadron the devaftation of famine.

For this fquadron, either from the hurry of their outfet, their
prefuneption of a fupply at Buenos Ayres, or from other lefs ob-
vious motives, departed from Spain, as has been already obferved,
with no more than four months provifion on board, and even that,
as it is faid, at fhort allowance only ; fo that, when by the ftorms
they met with off Cape Horn, their continuance at fea was prolonged
a month or more beyond their expetation, they were reduced
to fuch infinite diftrefs, that rats, when they could be caught, were
fold for four dollars a-piece ; and a failor, who died on board, had
his death concealed for fome days by his brother, who, during that
tiine, lay in the fame hammock with the corpfe, only to receive the
dead man’s allowance of provifions. In this dreadful fituation they
were alarmed (if their horrors were capable of augmentation) by
the difcovery of a confpiracy among the marines, on board the 4/,
the Admiral’s fthip. This had taken its rife chiefly from the miferies
they endured : For though no lefs was propofed by the confpirators
than the maffacring the officers and the whole crew, yet their motive
for this bloody refolution feemed to be no more than their defire of
relieving their hunger, by appropriating the whole fhip’s provifions
to themfelves. But their defigns were prevented, when juft upon
the point of execution, by means of one of their confeflors, and
three of their ringleaders were immediately put to death. Howe-
ver, though the confpiracy was fupprefled, their other calamities ad-
mitted of no alleviation, but grcw each day more and more de-
ftru@ive. So that by the complicated diftrefs of fatigue, ficknefs,
and hunger, the threc fhips which efcaped loft the greateft part of
their men : The A4/ia, their Admiral's thip, arrived at Monte Vedio in
the river of Plate, with half her crew only ; the St. Effevan had loft
in like manner half her hands, when the anchored in the bay of Barra-
gan ; the Efperanza, a fifty gun fhip, was itill more unfortunate, for
of four hundred and fifty hands which the brought from Spain, only
fifty-eight remained alive, and the whole regiment of foot perifhed
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except fixty men. But to give the reader a more diftinét and par-
ticular idea of what they underwent upon this occafion, I fhall lay
before him a fhort account of the fate of the Guipufcoa, extratted
from a letter written by Don fofepb Mendinuetta her Captain, to a
perfon of diftin@ion at Lima ; a copy of which fell into our hands
afterwards in the Sourh-Seas.

He mentions, that he feparated from the Hermiona and the Ef-
peranzain a fog, on the 6th of March, being then, as I fuppofe,
to the S. E. of Staten-Land, and plying to the weftward ; that in
the night after, it blew a furious ftorm at N. W, which, at halfan
hour after ten, {plit his mainfail, and obliged him to bear away with
his forefail ; that the fhip went ten knots an hour with a prodigious
fea, and often ran her gangway under water ; that he likewife
{prung his main-matft ; and the fhip made fo much water, that with
four pumps and bailing he could not free her. That on the 1g9th
it was calm, but- the fea continued fo high, that the fhip in rolling
opened all her upper works and feams, and ftarted the butt ends of
her planking, and the greateft part of her top timbers, the bolts
being drawn by the violence of her roll: That in this condition,
with other additional difafters to the hull and rigging, they conti-
nued beating to the weftward till the 12th: That they were then
in fixty degrees of fouth latitude, in great want of provifions, num-
bers every day perifhing by the fatigue of pumping, and thofe who
furvived, being quite difpirited by labour, hunger, and the feverit
of the weather, they having two fpans of fnow upon the decks:
That then finding the wind fixed in the weftern quarter,and blowing
ftrong, and confequently their paflage to the weftward impoffible,
they refolved to bear away. for the river of Plaze: That on the
22d, they were obliged to throw overboard all the upper-deck
guns, and an anchor, and to take fix turns of the cable round the
thip to prevent her opening: That on the 4th of Apri/, it being
calm, but a very high fea, the fhip rolled fo much, that the main-
maft camc by the board, and in a few hours after fhe loft, in like

manner, her fore-maft ard her mizen-maft ; and that, to accumu-
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late their ,misfortunes, they were foon obliged to cut away their
bowfprit, to diminith, if pofiible, the leakage at her head : That
by this time he had*loft two hundred and fifty men by hunger and
fatigue; for thofc who were capable of working at the pumps,
(at which every Officer without exception took his turn) were al-
lowed only an ounce and half of bifcuit per diem; and thofe who
were fo fick or weak, that they could not affift in this neceflary
labour, had no more than an ounce of wheat; fo that it was com-
mon for the men to fall down dead at the pumps: That, including
the Officers, they could only mufter from eighty to a hundred
perfons capable of duty : That the South.Weft winds blew fo frefh,
after they had loft their mafts, that they could not immediately fet
up jury mafts, but were obliged to drive like a wreck, between
the latitudes of 32 and 38, till the 24th of 4pri/, when they made
the coaft of Brazil at Rio de Patas, ten leagues to the fouthward
of the Ifland of St. Catherine’s ; that here they came to an anchor,
and that the Captain was very defirous of proceeding to St. Cathe-
rine's if poffible, in order to fave the hull of the fhip, and the guns
and ftores on board her; but the crew inftantly left off pumping,
and being enraged at the hardfhips they had fuffered, and the
numbers they had loft, (there being at that time no lefs than thirty
dead bodies lying on the deck) they all with one voice cried out
ON SHORE, ON SHORE, and obliged the Captain to run the (hip in
dire@tly for the land, where, the sth day after, fhe funk with her
ftores, and all her furniture on board her, but the remainder of
the crew, whom hunger and fatigueshad fpared, to the number of
four hundred, got fafe on fhore. :

From this account of the adventures and cataftrophe of the
Guspufioa, we may form fome conjeture of the manner in which
the Hermiona was loft, and of the diftrefics endured by the three
remaining fhips of the {quadron, which got into the river of Plase.
Thefe laft being in great want of mafts, yards, rigging, and all kind
of naval ftores, ahd having no fupply at Buenos Ayres, nor in any of
theirneighbouring fettlements, Pizarrodifpatched an advice-boat with
, 7 E ' a letter
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a letter of credit to Rio Faneiro, to purchafe what wys wanting
from the Portuguefe. He at the fame time, fent an exprefs acrofs
the continent to S¢. Fago in Chili, to be therice forwarded to the
Viceroy of Peru, informing him of the difafters that had befallen
his fquadron, and defiring a remittance of 200,000 dollars from
the royal chefts at Lima, to enable him to vi€ual and refit bis re-
maining fhips, that he might be again in a condition to attempt the
pafiage to the South-Seas, as foon as the feafon of the year fhould be
more favourable. It is mentioned by the Spaniards as a.moft ex-
traordinary circumftance, that the Indian charged with this exprefs
(though it was then the depth of winter, when the Cordilleras are
efteemed impaflable on account of the fnow) was only thirteen days
in his journey from Buenos Ayres to St. Fago in Chili ; though thefe
places are diftant three bundred Spanifh leagues, near forty of
which are amongft the fnows and precipices of the Cordilleras.
The return to this difpatch of Pizarro’s from the Viceroy of
Peru was nq ways favourable; inftead of 200,000 dollars, the
fum demanded, the Viceroy remitted him only 100,000, telling
him, that it was with great difficulty he was able to procure him
even that : Though .the inhabitants at Lima, who confidered the
prefence of Pizarro as abfolutely neceflary to their fecurity, were
much difcontented at this procedure, and did not fail to affert, that
it was not the want of money, but the interefted views of fome of
the Viceroy’s confidents, that prevented Pizarro from having the
whole fum he had afked for. ~
The advice-boat fent to Rée Faneiro alfo execnted her commiffion
but imperfectly; for though fhe brought back a confiderable quan-
tity of pitch, tar and cordage, yet fhe could not procure either
mafts or yards: And as an additional misfortune, Pizarro was dif-
appointed of fome mafts, he expeCted from Peraguay; for a car-
penter whom he entrufted with a large fum ‘of money, and had
fent there to cut mafts, inftead of ‘profecuting the bufinefs he was
cmployed in, had married in the country, and refufed to return.
However, by removing the mafts of the Efperanza iato the 4/&}:&
.+ an
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and makingfufe of what fpare mafts and yards they had on board,
they madgfa thift to refit the Afiz and the St. Effcvan. And in the
Odtober lowmg, Pizarro was preparing to put to fca with thefe
two thips, in order to attempt the paﬁ'age round Cape Horn a fe-~
cond time ; but the St. Effevan, in coming down the river Plate,
ran on a fhoal, and beat off her rudder, on which, and other da-
mages fthe received, the was condemned and broke up, and Pi-
zarro in the Afia proceeded to fea without her. Having now
the fummer before him, and the winds favourable, no doubt was
made of his having a fortunate and fpeedy paffage ; but being off’
Cape Horn, and going right before the wind in very moderate wea-
ther, though in a fwelling fea, by fome mifconduét of the: officer
of the watch the fhip rolled away her mafts, and was a fecond
time obliged to put back to the river Plate in great diftrefs.

The Afia having confiderably fuffered in this fecond unfortunate
expedition, the Efperanza, which had been left behind at Monte
Vedio, was ordered to be refitted, the command of her being given
to Mindinuetta, who was Captain of the Guipufcoa, when fhe was'
loft. He, in the November of the fucceeding year, that is, in No-
vember 1742, failed from the river of Plate for the South-Seas, and
arrived fafe on the coaft of Chi/i; where his Commodore Pizarre
paffing over land from Buenos Ayres met him. There were great
animofities and contefts between thefe two Gentlemen at their meet-
ing, occafioned principally by the claim of Pizarre to command
the Efperanza, which Mindinuetta had brought round : For Min~
dinuetta refufed to deliver her up to him ; infitting, that as he came
into the Sourh-Seas alone, and under no fuperior, it was not now
in the power of Pizarrv to refume that authority, which be had
once parted with. However, the Prefident of Chili interpofing,
and declaring for Pizgrro, Mindinuetta, after a long and obftinate
ftruggle, was obliged to fubmit.

But Pizarro had not yet compleated the feries of lns adventures ;
for when he and Mindinuctta came back by land from Chili to
Buenos Ayres, in the year 1745, they found at Monte Fedio the

2 .‘;{/: l?,
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Afia, which near three years before they had left therek. This fhip
they refolved, if pofﬁble, to carry to Europe, and with this view
they refitted her in the beft manner they could : But their' areat dif-
ficulty was to procure a fufficient number of hands to navigate her,
for all the remaining failors of the fquadron to be met with in the
neighbourhood of Brenos Ayres, did not amount to a hundred
men. They endeavoured to fupply this defeét by prefling many of
the inhabitants of Bucnos Ayres, and putting on board befides all
the Engliffh prifoners then in their cuftody, together with a number
of Portuguefe {mugglers, which they had taken at different times,
and fome of the Indians of the country. Among thefe laft there
was a Chief and ten of his followers, which had been furprized by
a party of Spanifb foldiers about three months before. The name
of this Chicf was Orellana, he belonged to a very powerful Tribe,
which had committed great ravages in the neighbourhood of Bueros
Ayres. With this motley crew (all of them, except the European Spa-
niards, extremely averfe to the voyage) Pizarro fet fail from Monte
Vedio in the river of Plate, about the beginning of November 1745,
and the native Spaniards being no ftrangers to the diflatisfaction of
their forced men, treated both thofe, the Englifb prifoners and the
Indians, with great infolence and barbarity ; but more particularly
the Indians, for it was common for the meaneft officers in the thip
to beat them cruclly on the flighteft preténces, and oftentirhes
only to exert their fuperiority. Orellana and his followers, though
in appearance fufficiently patient and ful_)miﬂivc, meditated a fevere
revenge for all thefe inhumanities. As he converfed very well in
Spanifb, (thefe Indians having in time of peace a great intercourfe
with Buenos Ayres) he affected to talk with fuch of the Englifh as
underftood that language, and feemed very defirous of being inform-
ed_how many Englifbmen there were on board, and which they
were. As he knew that the Englifb were as much enemies to the
Spaniards as himfelf, he had doubtlefs an intention of difclofing his
purpofes to them, and making them partners in the {cheme he had
proje&ed for revenging his wrongs, and seoovering his liberty ; but

' having
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having foyhded them at a diftance, and not finding them fo precipi-
tate and findiGive as he expeted, he proceeded no further with
them, BAt refolved to truft alone to the refolution of his ten faithful
followers. Thefe, it fhould feem, readily engaged to obferve his
dire@ions, and to execute whatever commands he gave them ; and
having agreed on the meafures neccfiary to be taken, they firft fur-
nithed themfelves with Dutch knives fharp at the point, which be-
ing the common knives ufed in the thip, they found no difticulty
in procuring : Befides this, they employed their leifure in fe-
cretly cutting out thongs from raw hides, of which there were great
numbers on board, and in fixing to each end of thefe thongs the
double-headed fhot of the fmall quarter-deck guns; this, when
fwung round their heads, according to the practice of their country,
was a moft mifchievous weapon, in the ufe of which the Indians
about Buenos Ayres are trained from their infancy, and confequently
are extremely expert. Thefe particulars being in good forward-
nefs, the execution of their {cheme was perhaps precipitated by a
particular outrage committed of Orellana himielf. For one of the
Officers, who was a very brutal fellow, ordered Orellana aloft,
which being what he was incapable of performing, the'officer, un-
der pretence of his difobedience, beat him with fuch violence, that
he left him bleeding on the deck, and ftupified for fome time with
his bruifes and wounds. This ufage undoubtedly heightened his
thirft for revenge, and made him eager and impatient, till the
means of executing it were in his power ; fo that within a day or
two aftér this incident, he and his {ollowers opened their defperatc
refolves in the enfuing manner.

It was about nine in the evening, when many of the principal
Officers were on the quarter-deck, indulging in the frefhnefs of the
night air ; the wafte of the thip was filled with live cattle, and the
forecaftle was manned with its cuftomary watch.  Orellana and his
companions, under cover of the night, having prepared their weapons,
and thrown off their trouzers and the more cumbrous part of their
drefs, came all together on the quarter-deck, and drew towards

the
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the door of the great cabbin. The Boatfwain immediytely repri-
manded them, and ordered them to be gone. On thi\ Orellana
fpoke to his followers in his native language, when four &f them
drew off, two towards each gangway, and the Chief and the fix
remaining Indians feemed to be flowly quitting the quarter-deck.

When the detached Jndrans had taken pofleflion of the gangway,
Orellana placed his hands hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out
the war-cry ufed by thofe favages, which is faid to be the harfheft
and moft terrifying found known in nature. ‘This hideous yell was
the fignal for beginning the maffacre : For on this they all drew
their knives, and brandithed their prepared double-hcadcd thot, and
the fix with their Chief, which remained on the quarter-deck, im-
mediately fell on the Spansards, who were intermingled with them,
and laid near forty of them at their feet, of which above twenty
were killed on the fpot, and the reft difabled. Many of the Offi~
cers, in the beginning of the tumult, pufhed into the great cabbin,
wherc they put out the lights, and barricadoed the door : Whilft of
the others, who had avoided the firit fury of the Indians, fome en-
deavoured to efcape along the gangways into the forecattle, where
the Indians, placed oh purpofe, ftabbed the greateft part of them
as they attempted to pafs by, or forced them off the gangways into
the wafte : Some threw themfelves voluntarily over the. barrica-
does into the wafte, and’ thought themfelves fortunate to lie conceal-
d amongft the cattle : But the greateft part efcaped up the main
throuds, and fheltered themfelves cither in the tops or rigging
‘And though the Indians attacked only the quarter-deck, yet the
watch in the forecaflle finding their communication cut off, and be-
ing terrified by the wounds4fiNpe few, who not being killed on the
ipot, had ftrength fufficient & force their paffage, and not knowing
cither who their encmies were, or- what wese their numbers, they
likewife gave all over for loft, and in grcat <anfufion ran up into the
rigging of the forc-maft and bawfpm. :

Thus
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Thus thefe éleven Jndians,’ with a refolution perhaps without ex-
ample, poffefled themfelves almoft in an inftant of the quarter-deck
of a fhipfnounting fixty-fix guns, and mann’d with near five hun-
dred hailds, and continued in peaceable pofieflion of this poft a con-
fiderabld time. For the officers in the great cabbin, (amongt whom
were Pizarro and Mindinuetta) the crew between decks, and thoi.
who had efcaped into the tops and rigging, wcre only anxious fo;
their own fafety, and were for a long time incapable of forming
any proje for fupprefling the infurre@ion, and recovering the pot-
feflion of the thip. It is true, the yells of the Indians, the groans
of the wounded, and the confufed clamours of the crew, all height-
ned by the obfcurity of the night, had at" firft greatly magnified
their danger, and had filled them with the imaginary terrors, which
darknefs, diforder, and an ignorance of the real ftrength'of an ene-
my never fail to produce. For as the Spaniards were fenfible of
the difaffe@ion of their preft hands, and were alfo confcious of their
barbarity to their prifoners, they imagined, the confpiracy was ge-
neral, and confidered their own'deftruction as infallible ; {o that, it
is faid, fome of them had once taken the refolution of leaping into
the fca, but were prevented by their companions.

However, when the Indizns had entirely cleared the quarter-deck,
the tumult in a great meafure fubfided; for thofe who had ef-
caped, were kept filent by their fears, and the Indians were incapa-
ble of purfuing them to renew the diforder. Orellana, when he faw
himfelf mafter of the quarter-deck, broke open the arm-cheft,
which, on a flight fufpicion of mutiny, had been ordered therc a
few days before, as to a place of the greateft fecurity. Here he
took it for granted, he thould find cutlaffes fuflicient for himfclf and
his companions, . in the ufe of which weapon they were all cx-
tremely fkilful, and with thefe, it was imagined, they propofed to
have forced the great cabbin: But on opening the cheft, there ap-
peared nothing but fire-arms, which to them were of no ufe. There
were indeed cutlafles in the cheft, but they were hid by the fire-
arms being laid over them. 'This was a fenfible difappointment to

4 them,
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them, and by this time Pizarro and his companiohs §n the great
cabbin were capable of converfing aloud, through the cybbin win-
dows and port-holes, with thofe in the gun-room andy between
decks, and from hence they learnt, that the Engli/b (whom they
principally fufpected) were all fafe below, and had not intermeddled
in this mutiny ; and by other particulars they at laft difcovered, that
none were concerncd in it but Orellana and his people. On this
Pizarro and the Officers refolved to attack them on the quarter-
deck, before any of the difcontented on board fhould fo far reco-
ver their firft furprize, as to refle® on the facility and certainty of
feizing the fhip by a junction with the Indians in the prefent emer-.
gency. With this view Przarro got together what arms were in
the cabbin, and diitributed them to thofe who werec with him :
But there were no other fire-arms to be met with but piftols, and
for thefe they hod neither powder nor ball. However, having now
{cttled = correfpender.ce with the gun-room, they lowered down a
bucket out of the cabbin-window, into which the gunner, out of
onc of the gun-room ports, put a quantity of piftol cartridges,
When they had thus procured ammunition, and had loaded their
piftols, they fet the cabbin-door partly open, and fired feveral thot
among(t the Irdians on the quarter-deck, tho’ at firft without effe¢t :
But at laft Mindinuctta, whom we have often mentioned, had the
good fortune to fhoot Orellana dead on the fpot; on which his
faithful ccmpanions abandoning all thoughts of farther refiftance,
inftantly leaped into the fea, where they every man perithed. Thus
was this infurre¢tion quclled, and the poﬁ'eﬂilon of the quarter-
deck regained, after it had been full two hourtfin the power of this
ureat and daring Cluef, and his gallant unhappy countrymen.

Pizarro having efcaped this imminent peril fteered for Eurgpe,
and arrived fafe on the coaft of Gallic/a in the beginning of the year
1746, atter having been abfent between four and five yeags, and
having, by his attendance on our expedition, diminithed the naval
power of Spuin by above three thoufand hands, (the flower of their

failors) and by four confiderable fhips of war and a Patache. For
. we
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we have {ckn, ‘that the Hermiona foundered at fea; the Guipufeoa
was ﬁrar;{r/cd, and funk on the coaft of Brazi/; the St. Effevas
was copflemned and broke up in the river of Plate ; and the Ef-
pcranzz{ being left in the Sowzh-Seas, is doubtlefs by this time inca-
pable of returning to Spain.  So that the A4fiz only, with lefs than
one hundred hands, may be rcgarded as all the remains of that
fquadron, with which Pizarro firft put to fea. And whocver con-
fiders the very large proportion, which this fquadron bore to the
wholce navy of Spam, will, 1 believe, confefs, that had our under-
taking been attended with no other advantages than that of ruining
{o great a part of the fea-force of fo dangerous an enemy, this alone
would be a fufficient cquivalent for our equipment, and an incon-
teltable proof of the fervice, which the Nation has thence received.
Having thus concluded this fummary of Pizarre’s adventures, I
fhall now rcturn again to the narration of our own tranfactions.

CHAP



( 34)

CHAP 1IV.

From Madera to St. Catherine's.

HAVE already mentioned, that on the 3d of November we

weighed from Madera, after orders had been given to the Cap-

tains to rendezvous at St. Ffago, onec of the Cape de Verd
Iflands, in cafe the fquadron was feparated. But the next day,
when we were got to fea, the Commodore confidering that the
ieafon was far advanced, -and that touching at St. fago would cre-
ate a new dclay, he for this reafon thought proper to alter his ren-
dezvous, and to appoint the Ifland of St. Catherine’s, on the coaft of
Brazil, to be the firft place to which the fhips of the {quadron
were to repair in cafe of feparation.

In our paffage to the Ifland of St. Catherine’s, we found the di-
rection of the trade-winds to differ confiderably from what we
had reafon to expect, both from the general hitories given of thefe
winds, and the experience of former navigators. For the learned
Dr. Hally, in his account of the tradc-winds, which take place in
the Ethiopic and Atlantic Ocean, tells us, that from the latitude of
289 N, to the latitude of 109 N, there is generally a fre(h gale of
N. E. wind, which towards the African fide rarely comes to the
caftward of E. N. E, or paffes to the northward of N.N.E: Bt
on the Amcrican ide, the wind is fomewhat more eafily, though
moft commonly even there it is a point or two to the northward of
the Ilaft: I'hatfrom 10% N. to 4° N, the calms and tornadoes take
place; and from 4% N. to 309 S, the winds are generally and per-
petually between the South and thie Eaft. This account we cx-
peétzd to bave verificd by our own experience ; but we found con-
fidcr~bic varianong from it, botli in refpect to the fteadinefs of the
winds, ai.d the goarter from whence they blew.  For though we
et with a N. . wind about the latitude of 289 N, yet from the

latitude
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latitude of 259 to the latitude of 189 N, the wind was never once to
the north ‘ward of the Eaft, but on the contrary, almoft conftantly
to the fcathward of it. However, from thence to the latitude of
69 : 20N, we had it ufually to the northward of the Eaft, though
not entirely, it having for a fhort time changed to E. S. E. From
hence, to about 4% 46' N, the weather was very unfettled ; fome-
times the wind was N. E. then changed to §. E, and fometimes
we had a dead calm, attended with fmall rain and lightning. After
this, the wind continued almoft invariably between the S. and E, to
the latitude of 7° : 30' §; and then again as invariably between the
N. and E, to the latitude of 15V :30'S; then E.and S. E, to 219
37 S. But after this, even to the latitude of 279 : 44'S, the wind
was never once between the S. and the E, though we had it
at all times in all the other quarters of the compafs. But this
laft circumftance may be in fome meafurc accounted for, from our
approach to the main continent of the Brazi/s. 1 mention not thefe
particulars with a view of cavilling at the reccived accounts of thefe

trade-winds, which I doubt not are in general {ufficiently accurate ;
but I thought it a matter worthy of public notice, that fuch dewa-—
tions from the eftablithed rules do fomctimes take place. Befides
this obfervation may not only be of fervice to Navigators, by putting
them on their guard againft thefe hitherto unexpected irregularities,
but is a circumftance neceﬁ';!.ry to be attended to in the folution of
that great queftion about the caufes of trade-winds and monfoons,
a queftion, which, in my opinion, has not been hitherto difcuffed
with that clearnefs and accuracy, which its importance (whether it
be conifidercd as a naval or philofophical inquiry) feems to demand..
On the 16th of Newvember, one of our Victuallers made a fignal
to fpeak with the Commodore, and we fhortened {ail for her to come
up with us. The Matter came on board, and acquainted Mr. -
Jfon, titat he had complied with the werms of his charter-party, and:
defired to oc unloaded and difmitled. Mr. Anfon, on confulting the
Captains of the {quadron, found all the thips had ftill fuch quan-
titics of provifion between their decks, and were withal fo deep,
F 2 that
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that they could not without great difficulty take in their Yeveral pro-
portions of brandy from the Indufiry Pink, one of the “iGtuallers
only : Confequently he was obliged to continue the other of them,
the Anna Pink, in the fervice of attending the fquadron. T his be-
ing refolved on, the Commodore the next day made a fignai for the
fhips to bring too,and to take on board their fhares of the brandy from
the Indufiry Pink; and in this the long boats of the {quadron were
employed the three following days, that is, till the 1gth in the even-

. Ing, when the Pink being unloaded, fhe parted company with us,
heing bound for Barbadoes, there to take in a freight for England.
Moft of the Officers of the fquadron took the opportunity of writing
to their friends at home by this thip ; but fhe was afterwards, as
I have been fince informed, unhappily taken by thc Spaniards.

On the 20th of November, the Captains of the {quadron repre-
fented to the Commodore, that their thips companies were very
fickly, and that it was their own opinion as well as their furgeons,
that it would tend to the prefervation of the men to let in more air
between decks; but that their fthips were fo deep, they could not
poflibly open their lower ports. On this reprefcntation, the Com-
meodore ordered fix air fcuttles to be cut in each thip, in fuch places
where they would leaft weaken it.

And on this occafion I cannot but obferve, how much it is the duty
of all thofe, who either by office or authority, have any influence
in the dirc¢tion of our naval affairs, to attend to this important ar-
ticle, the prefervation of the lives and health of our feamen, I
it could be fuppofid, that the motives of humanity were infufficient
for this purpofc, yet policy, and a regard to the {uccefs of cur arms,
and the intercft and honour of each particular Commander, fhould
naturally lead us o a careful and impartial examination of every
probuble method propofed for maintaining a thip’s crew in health
and tizour. But hath this been always done? Have the laie in-
vented piain and obvious methods of keeping our fhips fweet and
clean, by a conflant fupply of frefh air, been confidered with that

candour and temper, which the great bencfits promifed hereby
ought
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ought natu-ally to have infpired? On the contrary, have not thefe
falutary fchemes been often treated with neglect and contempt ?
And have not fo:ue of thofe who have been entrufted with expe-
rimenti;ig their effects, been guilty of the moft indefenfible partia-
lity, in‘ the accounts they have given of thefe trials? Indeed, it
muft be confefled, that many diftinguithed perfons, both in the
dire@ion and command of our fleets, have exerted themfelves on
thefe occafions with a judicious and difpaffionate examination, be-
coming the interefting nature of the inquiry ; but the wonder is,
that any could be found irrational enough to act a contrary part, in
defpight of the ftrongeft diGtates of prudence and humanity. I muft
however own, that I do not believe this condué to have arifen from
motives o favage, as the firft refleCtion thereon does naturally fug-
geft: But I rather impute it to an obftinate, and in fome degree, {u-
perftitious attachment to fuch practices as have been long eftablithed,
and to a fettled contempt and hatred of all kinds of innovations,
efpecially fuch as are projected by landmen and perfons refiding on
fhore. But let us return from this, 1 hope not, impertinent di-
greflion.

We crofied the equinotial with a fine freth gale at S. E, on
Friday the 28th of November, at four in the morning, being then
in the longitude of 27°: 59' W. from Lendon. And on the 2d of
December, in the morning, we faw a fail in the N. W. quartcr, and
made the Gloucefier’s and Tryal's fignals to chafe ; and half an hour
after, we let out our recfs and chafed with the fquadron ; and about
noon z fignal was made for the #ager to take our remaininz Vic-
tualler, the Anna Piik, in tow. Butat feven in the evening, find-
ing we did not near the chace, and that the #%uzer was very far
a-ftern, we fhortened fail, and made a fignal for the cruizers to
join the fquadron. The next day but onc we again difcovered a fail,
which, on a nearer approach, we jndged to be the fame velel, We
chafed her the whole day, and though we rather gained upon her,
vet night came on before we could overtake her, which obliged us
to give over the chace, to colle@ our fcattered fquadron.  Wewcre

much
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much chagrined at the efcape of this veflel, as we ther}‘npprchcnd'-
ed her to be an advice-boat fent from O/d Spain to Buenos Ayres,
with notice of our expedition. But we have fince learnt, that we
were deceived in this conjecture, and that it was our E(Ml—.bzdm
Company’s Packet bound to St. Helena.

On the roth of December, being, by our accounts, in the latitude
of 20° §, and 36°: 30’ longitude Weft from London, the Tryal
fired a gun to denote foundings. We immediately founded, and
found fixty fathom water, the bottom coarfe ground with broken
fhells. The Tryal being a-head of us, had at one time thirty-feven
fathom, which afterwards increafed to go: And then fhe found no
bottom, which happened to us too at our fecond trial, though we
founded with a hundred and fifty fathom of line. This is the
fhoal which is laid down in moft charts by the name of the
Abrollos ; and it appeared we were upon the very edge of it ; per-
haps farther in, it may be extremely dangerous. We were then,
by our different accounts, from ninety to fixty leagues Eaft of the
coaft of Brazil. 'The next day but one we {poke with a Porsu-

.guefe Brigantine from Rio fancirs, bound to Babia del todss Santos,
who informed us, that we were thirty four leagues from Cape St.
Thomas, and forty leagucs from Cape Frio, which laft bore from
us W. S. W. By our accounts we were near eighty leagues from
Cape Frio; and though, on the information of this Brigantine, we
altered our courfe, and ftood more to the fouthward, yet by our
coming in with the land afterwards, we were fully convinced that -
our reckoning was much corre€ter than our Porfuguefé intelligence.

- We found a confiderable current fetting to the fouthward, after we
had paffed the latitude of 16Y S.  And the fame took place all along
the coaft of Brazil/, and even to the fouthward of the river of
Pluie, it amonnting formetimes to thirty miles in twenty-four hours,
and once to above forty miles.

I{ this current is occafioned (as it is moft probable) by the run-
ning off of the water, accumulated on- ‘the coaft of Brazil by the
conftant {weeping of the eaftern trade-wind over the Erhisprc

Ocean,



(39)

Ocean, then it is moft natural to fuppofe, that its general courfe is
detcrmined by the bearings of the adjacent fhore. Perhaps too, in
almoft every other inftance of currents, the fame may hold true, as
I believt no examples occur of confiderable currents being obferved
at any great diftance {rom land. If this then could be laid down
for a general principle, it would be always eafy to correé the reckon-
ing by the obferved latitude. But it were much to be withed, for
the gencral interefts of navigation, that the actual fettings of the
different currents which are known to take place in various parts of
the world, were examined more frequently and accurately than hi-
therto appears to have been done.

We now began to grow impatient for a fight of land, both for
the recovery of our fick, and for the refrefhment and fecurity of
thofe who as yet continued healthy. When we departed from St.
Helens, we were in fo good a condition, that we loft but two men
on board the Centurion, in our long paffage to Madera. But in
this prefent run between Maderaand St.Catherine’s, we were remark-
ably fickly, fo that many died, and great numbers were confined to
their hammocks, both in our own fhip, and in the reft of the fqua-
dron, and feveral of thefe patt all hopes of recovery. The difor-
ders they in general laboured under were fuch as are common to the
hot climates, and what moft {hips bound to the fouthward experi-
ence in a greater or lefs degrec. Thefe are thofe kind of fevers,
which they ufually call Calentures: A difeafe, which was not only
terrible in its firft inftance, but even the remains of it often proved
fatal to thofe who confidered themfelves as recovered fromit.  For
it always left them in a very weak and helples condition, and
ufually afflicted cither with fluxes or tencfmus’s. By our centinu-
ance at fea all thefe complaints were cvery day increating, fo that it
was with great joy we difcovered the coalt of Bruzi/ on the 16th of
December, at feven in the morning.

'The coaft of Brazil appeared high and mountainous land, ex-
tending from the W. to W.S. W, and when we firft faw it, it was
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about feventeen leagues diftant. At noon we perceived a low dou-
ble land, bearing W. S. W. about ten leagues diftant, which we
took to be the Ifland of St. Catherine’s, That afternoon and the
next morning, the wind being N. N. W, we gained very({littlc to
windward, and were apprehenfive of being driven to the leeward of
the Ifland ; but a little before noon, the next day, the wind cameabout
to the fouthward, and enabled us to ftcer in between the North
point of St. Catherine’s, and the neighbouring Ifland of Alvereds.
As we ftood in for the land, we had regular foundings gradually de-
creafing, from thirty-fix to twelve fathom, all muddy ground. In
this laft depth of water we let go our anchor at five o'clock in the
evening of the 18th, the North Weft point of the Ifland of St. Ca-
therine's bearing S. 8. W, diftant three miles; and the Ifland Akoreds
N.N.E, diftant two leagues. Herc we found the tide to fct 8.5, E.
and N. N. W, at the rate of two knots, the tide of flood coming
from the fouthward. We could from our fhips obferve two forti-
fications at a confiderable diftance within us, which feemed defigned
to prevent the paffage of an enemy between the Ifland of St. Carbe-
rine’s and the main. And we could foon perceive that our {qua-
dron had alarmed the coaft, for we {aw the two forts hoift their
colours, and firec feveral guns, which we fuppofed were fignals
for affembling the inhabitants. To prevent any confufion, the
Commodore itnmediately fent a boat with an officer on fhore, to
compliment the Governor, and to defire a Pilot to carry us into the
road.  The Governor returned a very civil anfwer, and ordered us
a Pilot.  On the morning of the 20th we weighed and ftood in,
and towards noon the Pilot came on board us, who, the fame af-
ternoon, brought us to an anchor in five fathom and an half, in a
large commodious bay on the continent fide, called by the French,
Bor Port. In ftanding from our laft anchorage to this place, we
every where found an ouzy bottom, with a depth of water firft re-
g.ulacly decreafing to five fathom, and then increafing to feven, af-
ter which we bad fix and five fathom alternately.  The next mern-
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ing we weighed again with the {quadron, in order to run above the
two fortifications we havce mentioned, which are called the cattles
of Santa Crurz, and St. “fuan. Our foundings now between thc
Ifland ahd the Main, .were four, five and fix fathom, with mud-
dy ground. As we paffed by the cattle of Santa Cruiz we faluted
it with eleven guns, and were anfwered by an equal number ; and
at one in the afternoon, the {quadron came to an anchor in five fu-
thom and a half, the Governor’s Ifland bearing N. N. W, St. Fuan's
Caftle N.E.4E, and the Ifland of St._4ntonio South. In this pofition
we moored at the Hland of St. Catherine’s on Sunday the 211t of
December, the whole fquadron being, as 1 have already mentioned,
fickly, and in great want of refrethments : Both which inconveni-
encies we hoped to have foon removed at this fettlement, celcbrated
by former Navigators for its healthinefs, and the plenty of its provi-
fions, and for the freedom, indulgence, and friendly affiftance there
given to the fhips of all Exrgpearn Nations, in amity with the Crown
of Portugal. .

~
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CHAP V.

Proceedings at St. Catherine’s, and a defcription of the
place, with a fhort account of Brazil.

UR firft care, after having moored our fhips, was to get
our fick men on fhore, preparatory to which, each fhip
was ordered by the Commodore to erect two tents: One of

them for the reception of the difeafed, and the other for the ac-
commodation of the furgeon and his affiftants. We fent about
eighty fick from the Centurion, and the other fhips, 1 believe, fent
nearly as many, in proportion to the number of their hands. As foon
as we had performed this neceffary duty, we fcraped our decks, and
gave our fhip a thorough cleanfing ; then finoked it between decks,
and after all wafhed every part well with vinegar. Thefc operati-
ons were extremely neceflary for corre€ting the noifome ftench on
board, and deftroying the vermin ; for from the number of our
men, and the hecat of the climate, both thefe nuifances had in-
creafed upon us to a very loathfome degree, and befides being moft
intolerably offenfive, they were doubtlefs in fome fort produ@ive of
the ficknefs we had labourcd under for a confiderable time, before
our arrival at this Ifland.

Our ncxt cmployment was wooding and watermg our fqua-
dron, caulking our fhips fides and decks, overhaling our rigging,
and fccuring our mafts againft the tempeftuous weather we were, in
all probability, to mcet with in our paffage round Cape Horn, in fo
advanced and inconvenient a feafon. But before I engage in the
particulars of thefe tranfactions, it will not be improper to give fome
account’of the prefent ftate of this Ifland of St. Carberine’s, and of
the neighbouring country ; both as the circumftances of this place
are now greatly clianged from what they were in the time of formec
writers, and as thefe changes laid us under many more difficulties
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and perplexities than we had reafon to expe&, or than other Briez/b
thips, hereafter bound to the Soxth- Seas, may perhaps think it pru-
dent to ftruggle with.

This Ifland is eftecemed by the natives to be no where above two
leagues in breadth, though about nine in length ; itlies in 499 : 45’
of Weft longitude from London, and extends from the South lati-
tude of 279 354 to that of 28°.  Although it be of a confiderable
height, yet it is fcarce difcernible at the diftance of ten leagues, be-
ing then obfcured under the continent of Brazi/, whofe mountains
are exceeding high ; but on a nearer approach it is eafy to be dif-
" tinguithed, and may be readily known by a number of fmall
Iflands lying at each end, and fcattered along the Eaft fide of it.
In the annexed plate there is exhibited a very exat view of the
N. E. end of the Ifland, where (4 isits N. E. point, as it appears
when it bears N. W. And (4) is the finall Ifland of Alvoredo, bear-
ing N. N. W, at the diftance of 7 leagues. The beft entrance to
the harbour is between the peint (@) and the Ifland of Akoreds,
where thips may pafs under the guidance of their lead, without the
leaft apprehenfions of danger. The view of this North entrance
of the harbour is reprefented in the fecond plate, where (a) is the
N.W. end of St.Catherine's ifland, (4) Parrot Ifland, (¢c) a batteryon
St.Catherine’s, and (d) a battery on a fmall Ifland near the continent.
Frezier has given a draught of this Ifland of St. Cathcrine’s, and of
the neighbouring coaft, and the minuter Ifles adjacent; but he has
by miftake called the Ifland of Alvoredo the Ifle de Gal, whereas
the true Ifle de Gal lies feven or eight miles to the North-weftward
of it, and is much {maller. He has alfo called an Ifland, to the
fouthward of St. Catherine's, Alvoredo, and has omitted the Mand
Mafagqura ; in other refpe@s his plan is fufficiently exact.

The North entrance of the harbour is in breadth about five miles,
and the diftance from thence to the Ifland of St. Autonio is eight
miles, and the courfe from the entrance to St. Antoniois S.S.W.+ W,
About the middle of the Ifland the harbour is contratted by two
points of land to a narrow channel, no more than a quarter of a
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mile broad ; and to defend this paffage, a battery was ereting on the
point of land on the Ifland fide. But this feems to be a very ufc-
lefs work, as the channel has no more than-two fathom water, and
confequently is navigable only for barks and boats, and therefore
feems to be a paffage that an enemy could have no inducement to at-
tempt, cfpecially as the common paffage at the North end of the
Ifland is {g broad and fafe; that no fquadron can be*prevented from
coming in by any of their fortifications, when the fea-breeze is made.
However, the Brigadier Don Fofe Sylva de Paz, the Governor of this
fettlement, is efteemed an expert Engineer, and he doubtlefs under-
ftands one branch of his bufinefs very well, which is the advan-
tages which new works bring to thofe who are entrufted with the
care of ere@ing them : For befides the battery mentioned above,
there arc three other forts carrying on for the defence of the har-
bour, none of which are yet compleated.  The firft of thefe, cal-
led St. fuan, is built on a point of St. Catberine’s near Parrot Ifland ;
the fecond, in form of a half moon, is'on the Ifland of St. Auto-
zio 3 and the third, which feems to be the chief, and has fome ap-
pearancé of a regular fortification, is on an Ifland near the conti-
nent, where the Governor refides.

The foil of the Ifland is truly luxuriant, producing fruits of many
kinds fpontancouﬂy ; and the ground is covered over with one conti-
nued foreft of trecs of a perpetual verdure, which from the exube-
sance of the foil, are o entangled with briars, thorns, and under-
wood, as to form a thicket abfolutely impenetrable, except by fome
narrow pathways which the inhabitants have made for their own
com/g‘ﬁcncc. Thefe, with a few fpots cleared for plantations along
the fhore facing the continent, are the only uncovered parts of
the Iand. The woods are extremely fragrant, from the man
sromatick trees and fhrubs with which they abound; and the
fraits and vegetables of all climates thrive here, almoft without cul-
ture, and are to be procured in‘great plenty ; fo that here is no want
of pinc-apples, peaches, grapes, oranges, lemons, citrons, melons,
apricots, nor plantains, There are befides great abundanct of two -
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other ' productions of no fmall confideration for a fea-ftore, I
mean onions and potatoes. The fleth provifions are however much
inferior to the vegetables : There are indeed fmall wild cattle to be
purchafed, fomewhat like buffaloes, but thefe are very indifferent
food, their fleth being of a loofe contexture, and generally of a
difagreeable flavour, which is prolably owing to the wild calabath
on which they feed. There are likewife great plenty of pheafants,
but they are not to be compared in tafte to thofe we have in Eng-
land. ‘The other provifions of the place are monkeys, parrots, and
above all fith of various forts, thefe abound in-the harbour, are ex-
ceeding good, and are eafily catched, for there are a great number
of fmall fandy bays very convenient for haling the Seyne.

The water both on the Ifland and the oppofite continent is ex-
cellent, and preferves at fea as well as that of the Thames. For after
it has been in the cafk a day or two it begins to purge itfelf, and
ftinks moft intolerably, and is foon covered over with a green fcum :
But this in a few days fubfides,to the bottom, and leaves the water
as clear as chryfta!, and perfectly fweet. The French (who, du-
ring their South-Sea trade in Queen Anne’s reign firft brought this
place into repute) ufually wooded and watered in Bon Fort, on the
continent fide, where they anchored with great fafety in fix fathom
water ; and this is doubtlefs the moft commodious road for fuch
fhips as intend to make only 2 fhort ftay. But we watered on the
St. Catberine's fide, at a plantation oppofite to the Ifland of St.
Antonio.

Thefe are the advantages of this Ifland of St. Catberine’s; but
there are many inconveniencics attending it, partly from its climate
but more from its new regulations, and the late form of government
eftablithed there. With regard to the climate, it muft be remem-
bred, that the woods and: hills which furround the harbour, pre-
vent a free circulation of the air. And the vigorouf; .vegctatiou
which conftantly takes place there, furnifhes fuch a prodigioas quan-
tity of vapour, that all the night and a great part of t%xc morning a
thick fog covers-the whole country, and continues till cither the
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fun gathers ftrength to diffipate it, or it is difperfed by a brifk
fea-brecze.  This renders the place clofe and humid, and probably
occafiontd the many fevers and fluxes we were there afficted
with. To thefe exceptions I muft not omit to add, that all the
day we were peftered with great numbers of mufcatos, which arc
not much unlike the gnats in England, but more venomous in their
ftings. And at fun-fet, when the mulcatos retired, they were fuc-
ceeded by an infinity of fand-flies, which though fcarce difcerni-
ble to the naked eye, make a mighty buzzing, and wherever they
bitc raifc a fmall bump in the fleth, which is {foon attended with a
painful itching, like that arifing from the bite ot an Linglifh harvell
bug. But as the only light in which this place deferves our confidera-
tion, is its favourable fituation for fupplying and refrefhing oar
cruizers intended for the Sonzh-Seus : In this view its greatefl in-
conveniencies remain {till to be rclated ; and to do this morc di-
ftin@ly, it will not be amils to confider the changes which it has
lately undergone, both in its inhabitants, its police, and its go-
vernor.

In the time of Frezier and Shelvocke, this place ferved only as a
retreat to vagabonds and outlaws, who fled thither itom all parts of
Brazil. They did indeed acknowledge a subjection to the Crown
of Portugal, and had a perfon among them whom they called thciv
Captain, who was confidered in fome fort as their Governor . Bt
both their allegiance to their King, and their obedience to their
Captain, feemed to be little more than verbal. For as they had
plenty of provifions but no moncy, they were in a condition to
fupport themfelves without the affiftance of any neighbouring fet-
tlements, and had not amongft them the means of tempting any
adjacent Governor to bufy his authority about them. In this fitu-
ation they were extremely hofpitable and friendly to.fuch forcign
fhips as carhe amongft them. For'thefe thips wanting only provi-
fions, of which the natives had great ftore; .and the natives want-
ing clothes, (for they often defpifed money, and refufed to take it)

which
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which the fhips furnithed them with in exchange for their provi-
fions, both fides found their account in this traffic; and their Cap-
tain or Governor had neither power nor intereft to reftrain it or to
tax it. But of late (for reafons which fhall be hereafter mentioned)
thefe honeft vagabonds have been obliged to receive amongft them
a new colony, and to fubmit to new laws and new forms of govern-
ment. Inftead of their former ragged bare legged Captain (whom
however they took care to keep innocent) they have now ghe honour
ro be governed by Don Fsfé Sylva de Paz, a Brigadicr of the armies
of Portugal. This Gentleman has with him a garrifon of foldiers,
ard has confequently a more extenfive and a better fupported pow-
er than any of his predeceflors, and as he wears better clothes, and
lives more fpleudidly, and has befides a much better knowledge of
the importance of money than they cculd cver pretend to @ So he
puts in practice ceitain methods of procuring it, with which they
were utteriy unacquainted.  But it may be much doubted, if the
inhabitants confider thefe methods as tending to promote cither
their interefts, or that of their Sovereign the King of Porrugal.
This is ceriain, that his behaviour cannot but be extremecly em-
barrafliag o fuch Bratigh fhips as touch there in their way to the
Szieb-Seas. For one ¢l his practices was placing centinels at all the
avenues, to prevent tho people from felling us any refrethments,
except at fuch exorbitan: ote - we could not afford to give. His
pretence for this extraosuy ry itretch of power was, that he was
obliged to preferve their provifions for upwards of an Lundied fa-
milies, which they daily expeéted to rebnforee their colony.  Hence
he appears to be no novice in his arofefiion, by Lis readinefs at in-
venting a plaufible pretence for 1iis iaterefte sxmnagement. How-
ever, this, ithough fufficient'y mievoliing, was far from being the
moft exceptionable part of” his conduct.  Tor Ly the ncighbour-
hood of the river Platr, a co. Giderant: finuggling traflie is carried
on bezween the Partugueft and the Spaniards, efpecially in the ex-
changing, gold for filver, by which toth Princes are defrauded of
their fifths, and in this prohibited commerce Den Jafe was fo decply
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engaged, that in order to ingratiate himfelf with his Spani/l: corref-
pondents (for no other reafon can be given for his procedure) he
treacheroufly difpatched an exprefs to Buenos Ayres in the river of
Plote, where Pizarro then lay, with an account of our arrival, and
the ftrength of our fquadron; particularly mentioning the number
of fhips, guns and men, and every circumftance which he could
{uppole our cncmy defirous of being acquainted with. And the fame
pecfidy evgry Britifb cruizer may expect, who touches at St. Car/i-
rine’s, while it is under the Government of Don Yofe Sylva de Paz.

Thus much, with what we thall be neceflitated to relate in the
courfe of our own procecdings, may fuffice as to the prefent ftate
of St. Cutberine’s, and the chara@cr of its Governor. But as the
reader may be defirous of knowing to what caufes the late new mo-
delling of this fettlement is owing ; to fatisfy him in this particular,
it will be neceffary to give a fhort account of the adjacent continent
of Brazil, and of the wonderful difcoveries which have been made
there within thefe laft forty years, which, from a country of but
mean eftimation, has rendered it now perhaps the moft confiderable
colony on the face of the globe.

This country was firft difcovered by Americus Vefputio a Floren-
tine, who had the good fortune to be honoured with giving his
name to the immenfe continent, fome time before found out by
Columbus. Vefputio being in the fervice of the Portuguefe, it was fettled
and planted by that Nation, and with the other dominions of Por-
tugal, devolved to the Crown of Spain, when that kingdom be-
came fubje&t to it. During the long war between Spain and the States
of Holland, the Dutch poffetled themfelves of the northermoft part
of Brazil, and were matfters of it for fomc years. But when the
Portuguefe revolted from the Spanifb Government, this country took
part in the revolt, and joon repofeffed themfelves of the places the
Dutch had.taken’; fince which time it has continued without inter-
ruption under the Crown of Portugal, being till ‘the beginning of
the prefent century, only productive of fugar and tobacco, and a

few other commodities of very little account.
But
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But this country, which for many years was only confidered for
the produce of its plantations, has been lately difcovered to.abound
with the two minerals, which mankind hold in the greateft efteem,
and which they exert their utmoft art and induftry in acquiring,
I mean, gold and diamonds. Gold was firft found in the mountains,
which lie adjacent to the city of Rio [faneiro. The occafion of its
difcovery is varioufly related, but the moft common account is,
that the Indiais, lying on the back of the Portuguefe fettlements,
were obferved by the foldiers employed in an expedition againft
them to make ufe of this metal for their fith hooks ; and their man-
ner of procuring it being enquired into, it appeared that great quan-
tities of it were annually wathed from the hills, and left amongft
the fand ind gravel, which remained in the vallies after the run-
ning off, or evaporation of the water. It is now little more than
forty years fince any quantities of gold worth notice have been
imported to Europe from Brazil; but fince that time the annual
imports from thence have been continually augmented by the dif-
covery of places in other provincts, where it is to be met with as
plentifully as at firft about Rio faneziro. And it is now faid, that
there is a fmall flender vein of it {pread through all the country, at
about twenty-four feet from the furface,-but that this vein is too
thin and poor to anfwer the expence of digging ; nowever where
the rivers or rains have had any courfe for a contiderable time, there
gold is always to be colletted, the water having feparated the me-
tal from the earth, and depofited it in the fands, thereby faving the
expences of digging: So that it is cfteemed an infallible gain to be
able to divert a ftream from its channel, and to ranfack its bed.
From this account of gathering this mctal, it thould follow, that
there are properly no gold mines in Brazil ; and this the Gover-
nor of Rio Grande (who being at St. Catherinds, ficquently vifited
Mr. Anfon) did moft confidently atiirm, afiuring us, that the gold
was all colle@ed either from rivers, or from the beds of torrents af-
ter floods, Itis indced afferted, that in the meuntains, large rocks
are found abounding with this metal ; and I myfelf have feen the

fragment of one of thefe rocks with a conitderable lump of gold in-
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tangled in it ; but even in this cafe, the workmen break off the rocks,
and do not properly mine into them ; and the great expence in fub-
fifting among thefe mountains, and afterwards in feparating the me-
tal from the ftone, makes this method of procuring gold to be but
rarely put in praQice.

The examining the bottoms of rivers, and the gullies of torrents,
and the wathing the gold found therein from the fand and dirt,
with which it is always mixed, are works performed by flaves, who
are principally Negroes, kept in great numbers by the Porzugucfe
for thefe purpofes. The regulation of the duty of thefe flaves is fin-
gular : For they are each of them obliged to furnith their mafter
with the eighth part of an ounce of gold per diem; and if they
are either fo fortunate or induftrious as to colle@ a greater quantity,
the furplus is confidered as their own property, and they have the
liberty of difpofing of it as they think fit. So that it is faid fome
Negroes who have accidentally fallen upon rich wathing placcs have
themfelves purchafed flaves, and have lived afterwards in great
{plendor, their original mafter havmg no other demand on them
than the daily fupply of the forementioned eighth ; which as the
Portuguefe ounce is fomewhat lighter than our troy ounce, may a-
mount to about nine fhillings. fterling.

The quantity of gold thus colle@ed in the Brazik, and returned
annually to Lifbon, may be in fome degree eftimated from the a-
mount of the King’s fifth. This hath of late been efteemed one
year with another to be one hundred and fifty arroves of 32 /. Por-
tuguefe weight each, which at 4/, the troy ounce, makes very near
300,000 /. fterling ; and confequently the capital, of which this is
the fifth, is about a million and a half fterling. It is obvious that
the annual return of gold to Lifkon cannot be lefs than this, though
it be difficult to determine how much it exceeds it; perhaps we may
not be very much miftaken in our conje@ure, if we fuppofe the
zold exchanged for filver with the Spaniards at Bucnos Ayres, and
what is brought privily to Europe, and efcapes the duty, amounts
to near half a million more, which will make the whole annual
produce of the Brafilian gold near two millions fterling ; a prodi-
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gious fum to be found in a country, which a few years fince was
not known to furnifth a fingle grain,

I have already mentioned, that befides gold, this country does
likewife produce diamonds. 'The difcovery of thefe valuable ftones
is much more recent than that of gold, it being as yet fcarce twenty
years fince the firft were brought to Eurgpe. They are found in the
fame manner as the gold, in the gullies of torrents and beds of fivers,
but only in particular places, and not fo univerfally fpread through
the country. They were often found in wathing the gold before
they were known to be diamonds, and were confequently thrown
away with the fand and gravel feparated from it. And it is very
well remembered, that numbers of very large ftones, which would
have made the fortunes of the poffefiors, have paffed unregarded
through the hands of thofe, who now with impatience fupport the
mortifying reflection. However, about twenty years fince, a per-
fon acquainted with the appearance of rough diamonds, conceived
that thefe pebbles, as they weresthen efteemed, were of the fame
kind : But itis faid, that there was a confiderable interval between
the firft ftarting of this opinion, and the confirmation of it by pro-
per trials and examination, it proving difficult to perfuade the in-
habitants, that what they had been long accuftomed to defpife could
be of the importance reprefented by this difcovery; and I have
been informed, that in this interval, a Governor of one of their
places procured a good number of thefe ftones, which he pretend-
ed to make ufe of at cards to mark with, inftead of counters. But
it was at laft confirmed by fkilful Jewellers in Eurgpe, confulted on
this occafion, that the ftones thus found in Braz:/ were truly dia-
monds, many of which were not inferior either in luftre, or any
other -quality to thofe of the Eafl-Indies. On this determination
the Portuguefe, in'the neighbourhood of thofe placcs where they
had firft been obferved, fet themfelves to fearch for them with
great affiduity. And they were not without great hopes of dif-
covering confiderable mafles of I-;hctn, as they found large rocksf
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of chriftal in many of the mountains, from whence the ftreams
came which wafhed down the diamonds,

But it was foon reprefented to the King of Porfugal, that if fuch
plenty of diamonds fhould be met with as their fanguine conjec-
tures feemed to iudicate, this would fo debafe their value, and di-
minifly their eftimation, that befides ruining all the Eurgpeans, who
had any quantity of Indian diamonds in their poffeffion, it would
render the dxfcovery itfelf of no importance, and would prevent his
Majefty from receiving any advantages from it. And on thefe con-
fiderations his Majefty has thought proper to reftrain the genera}
{earch of diamonds, and has erected a Diamond Company for that
purpofe, with an exclufive charter. ‘This Company, in confidera-
tion of a fum paid to the King, is vefted with the property of all
diamonds found in Brazil: But to hinder their colleting too
large quantities, and thereby reducing their value, they are pro-
hibited from employing above eight hundred flaves in fearching af-
ter them. And to prevent any of his other fubjets from acting
the fame part, and likewife to fecure the Company from being de-
frauded by the interfering of interlopers in their trade and property,
he has depopulated a large town, and a confiderable diftrict round
it, and has obliged the inhabitants, who are faid to amount to fix
thoufand, to remove to another part of the country; for this town
being in the neighbourhood of the diamonds, it was thought impof-
fible to prevent fuch a number of people, who were on the fpot,
from frequently finuggling.

In confequence of thefe important difcoveries in Brazi/, new
laws, new governments, and ncw regulations have been eftablithed
in many parts of the country. For not long fince, a confiderable
tract, pofiefled by a fet of inhabitants, who from their principal
fettlement were called Paulx/i.r, was almoft independent of the
Crown of Portugal to which it fcarccly acknowledged more
than a nominal allegiance. Thefe Paw/jfisare faid to be defcendants
of thofe Portuguefe, who retired from the northern part of Braz:/,
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when it was invaded and poffeffed by the Dusch. - As from the
confufion of the times they were long neglected by their. fuperiors,
and were obliged to provide for their own fecurity and-defence, the
necéflity of their affairs produced a kind of government amongft
them, which they found fufficient for the confined manner of life
to which they were inured. And being thus habituated to their
own regulations, they at length grew fond of their independency :
So that reje@ting and defpifing the mandates of the court of L:fls»,
they were often engaged in a ftate of downright rebellion: And
the mountains furrounding their country, and the difficulty of
clearing the few paffages that open into it, generally put it in their
power to make their own terms before they fubmitted. But
as gold was found to abound in this country of the Pauliffs, the
prefent King of Portugal (during whofe reign almoft the whole
difcoveries I have mentioned were begun and compleated) thought
it incumbent on him to reduce this province, which now became
of great confequence, to the fame dependency and obedience with
the reft of the country, which I am told, he has at laft, though
with great difliculty, happily effeCted. And the fame motives
which inductd his Majefty to undertake the reducion of the Pax-
Iifls, has alfo occafioned the changes I have mentioned, to have
taken place at the Ifland of St. Carberine’s. For the Governor of
Rio Grande, of whom I have already fpoken, affured us, that in the
neighbourhood of this Ifland there were confiderable rivers which
were found to be extremely rich, and that this was the reafon that
a garrifon, a military Governor, and a new colony was fettled there.
And as the harbour at this Ifland is by much the fecureft and the moft
capacious of any on the coaft, it is not improbable, if the riches of
the neighbourhood anfwer their expetation, but it may become
in time the principal fettlement in Brazi/, and the moft confiderable
port’in all South America. ‘

Thus much I have thought neccilary to infert, in relation to the
prefent ftate of Brazil, and of the Illand of St. Catberine’s. For as
this laft place has been generally recommended as the moft eligible

port for our cruizers to refrefh at,” which are bound to the Souzh-
. Seas
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Scas, 1 believed it to be my duty to inftruét my countrymen in the
hitherto unfufpected inconveniencies which attend that place. And
as the Brafilian gold and diamonds are fubjects, about which, from
their novelty, very few particulars have been hitherto publithed, I
conceived this account I had collected of them, would appear to the
reader to be neither a trifling nor a ufelefs digreffion. Thefe fub-
jects being thus difpatched, I fhall now return to the feries of our
own proceedings.

When we firft arrived at St. Catherine's, we were employed in
refrefhing our fick on fhore, in wooding and watering the fquadron,
cleanfing our fhips, and examining and fecuring our mafts and rig-
ging, as I have already obferved in the foregoing chapter. At the
fame time Mr. Anfon gave direGions, that the fhips companies
ihould be fupplied with freth meat, and that they fhould be victu-
alled with whole allowance of all the kinds of provifions. In con-
fequence of thefe orders, we had frefh beef fent on board us con-
tinually for our daily expence, and what was wanting to make up
our allowance we received from our Vi€tualler the Anna Pink, in
order to preferve the provifions on board our fquadron entire for our
future fervice. The feafon of the year growing each day lefs fa-
vourable for our paffage round Cape Horn, Mr. Anfon was very de-
firous of leaving this place as foon as poffible ; and we were at firft
in hopes that our whole bufinefs would be done, and we fhould be
in a readinefs to fail in about a fortnight from our arrival; but on
examining the Tryal's mafts, we to our no fmall vexation, found
inevitable employment for twice that time. For, on a furvey, it
was found that the main-maft was fprung at the upper woulding,
though it was thought capable of being fecured by a couple of
fithes ; but the fore-maft was reported to be unfit: for fervice, and
thercupon the Carpenters were fent into the woods, to endeavour
to find a ftick preper for a fore-maft. But after a fearch of four
days, they rcwurned without having been able to meet with any tree
fit for the purpofe. This obliged them to come to a fecond con-
fuleation about the old fore-maft, when it was agrecd to endeavour
to fecurc it by cafing it with three fithcs : And in this work the

Carpeiters
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Carpenters were employed till within a day or two of our failing.
In the mean time, the Commodore thinking it neceflary to hgve a
clean veflel on our arrival in the Souzh-Seas, ordered the Trya/ to be
hove down, as this would not occafion any lofs of time, but might
be compleated while the Carpenters were refitting her mafts, which
was done on fhore.

On the 27th of December we difcovered a fail in the offing, and
not knowing but fhe might be a Spaniard, the eighteen oared-boat
was manned and armed, and fent under the command of our fc-
cond Lieutenant, to examine her before fhe arrived within the proy
tetion of the forts. She proved to be a Portugucfc Brigantine
from Rio Grande. And though our Officer, as it appeared on in-
quiry, had behaved with the utmoft civility to the Maftcr, and
had refufed” to accept a calf, which the mafter would have forced
on him as a prefent: Yet the Governor took great offence at our
fending our boat; and talked of it in a high ftrain, as a violation
of the peace fubfifting between the Crowns of Great-Britain and
Portugal. We at firlt impdted this ridiculous bluftering to no
deeper a caufe, than Don [fofe's infolence ; but as we found he pro-
ceeded fo far as to charge our Officer with behaving rudely, and
opening letters, and particularly with an attempt to take out of the
veflel, by violence, the very calf which we knew he had refufed
to receive as a prefent, (a circumftance which we were fatisfied the
Governor was well acquainted with) we had hence reafon to fuf.-
ped, that he purpofcly 1ought this quarrel, and bad more impor-
tant motives for engaging in it, than the mere captious biafs of his
temper. What thefe motives were, it was not fo eafy for us to de-
termine at that time ; but as we afterwards found by letters which
fell into our hands in the South-Scas, that he had difpatched an ex-
prefs to Buenos Ayres, where Pizarro then lay, with an account of
our fquadron’s arrival at St. Citherine's, together with the moft
ample and circumftantial inteiligence of our force and condition,
we thence conje@ured that Don o/t had raifed this groundlefs
clamour, only to prevent our vifiting the Brigantine when the fhould

put
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put to fea again, left we might there find proofs of his perfidious
Lehawiour, and perhaps at the fame time difcover the fecret of his
finuggling correfpondence with his neighbouring Governors, and the
Spaniards at Buenos Ayres. But to proceed,

It was ncar a month before the Tryal was refitted ; for not only
her lower mafts were defetive, as hath been already mentioned,
but her main top-maft and fore-yard were likewife decayed and rot-
ten. While this work was carrymg on, the other thips of the {qua-
dron fixed new ftanding rigging, and fet up a fufficient number of
preveriter throuds to each maft, to fecure them in the moft effectu-
al manner. And in order. to render the fhips fliffer, and to enable
them to carry more fail abroad, and to prevent their ftraining their
upper works in hard gales of wind, each Captain had orders given
him to firike down fome of their great guns into the hold. Thefe
precautions being complied with, and each fhip having taken in as
much wood and water as there was room for, the Trya/ was at Jaft
compleated, and the whole fquadron was ready for the fea: On
which the tents on fhore were ftruck, and all the fick were received
on board. And here we had a melancholy proof how much the
bealthintfs of this place had been over-rated by former writers, for
we found that though the Certurion alone had buried no lefs than
twenty-eight men fince our arrival, yet, the number of her fick was
in the fame interval increafed from cighty to ninety-fix. When our
crews were embarked, and every thing was prepared for our depar-
ture, the Commodore made a fignal for all Captains, and delivered
them their orders, containing the fucceflive places of rendezvous from
hence to the coaft of Chi/i. And then, on the next day, being
the 18th of Fanuary, the fignal was made for weighing, and the
fquadron put to fea, leaving without regret this Ifland of St. Catbe-
rine’s; where we had been fo extremely difappointed in our refrcth-
ments, in our accommodations, and in the humane and friendly
ofhices whicti we had been taught to expect in a place, which hath
been fo much celebrated for its hofpitality, freedom, and conveni-
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CHAP VL

The run from St. Casherine’s to port St. Fulian, with
fome account of that port, and of the country to
the fouthward of the river of Plate. ‘ |

N leaving St. Catherine’s, we left the laft amicable port we pro- *

I pofed to touch at, and were now proceeding to an hoftile, or
at bet, a defart and inhofpitable coaft. And as we were to
expeft a more boifterous climate to the fouthward than any we
had yet experienced, not only our danger of feparation would by
this means be much greater than it had been hitherto, but other ac-
cidents of a more mifchievous nature were likewife to be apprehend-
ed, and‘as much as poflible to_be provided againft. ‘Mr. Anfim,
}herefore in appointing the various ffations at which the (hips of
the fquadron were to rendezvous, had confidered, that it was pof-
fible his own fhip might be difabled from getting round Cape
Horn, or might be loft, 'and had given proper directions, that
even in that cafe the expedition fhould not be abandoned. ~ For the
orders delivered to the Captains, the day before we failed from St,
Catkerine's, were, that in cafe of feparation, which they were'with
the utmoft care to endeavour to avoid, the firft place of rendezvous
fhould be the bay of port St. fulian ; defcribing the place from
Sir jfobn Narborough's account of it: There they were to fupply
themfelves with as much falt as theéy could take in, both for thcir
own ufe, and for the ufe of the fquadron; and if, after a ftay
of ten days, - they were not joined by the Commodore, they were
then to. proceed through Stresghts Le Maire round Cape Horn,
into the South-Seas, where the next place of rendezvous was to be
the Ifland of Nefira Senora del Socoro, in the latitude of 435° South,
and longitude from the Lizard 71°: 1 2’ Weft, They were to bring
' I . " thig
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this Ifland to bear E, N. E, and to cruize from five to twelve leagues
diftance from it, as long as their flore of wood and water would
permit, both which they were to expend with the utmoft frugality.
And when they were under an abfolute neceflity of a frefh fupply,
they were to ftand in, and.endeavour to find out an anchormg
place ; and in cafe they could pot, and the weather made it dange-
sous to fupply their fhips by ftapding off .apd on, they were then
to make the beft of their way to the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, in
the latitude of 33°: 37 Souths.. At this Ifland, as foon as theylud
recruited their wood and mttcr d;wy mg t connqpc crumpg
the- anchoring place for ﬁ.ﬁy-.ﬁx days; in which time, if thq;y
were not joised by .the Cpmo&qrc, they mng:;, conciude, that
fome acgident had befallm hun. anq they were, forthwith to put
themiclves under he copmand of, ﬁ&m Officsr, who was
to ufe his utmof} endeavougs. to anng; the epemy both by fea and
land. With, thefc. views their new Commodore was to gonti-
nue in thofe fras as Jong.as his provifions Jafted, . .o 38 long as they
were recruited by what he, (hould, takg frgm the épemy, referving
only a fufficicnt quantity to garry him gn thc Ahips under his com-
mand to Macao, 8t the entrapce  the_river ‘of Canton on the
coalt of Ghina, where hayving fupplied hun(elf with a new. ftock
of provifiops, he was thence,, vmthout “deldy, to make the beft, of
his way to, England. . And as it was found myﬁ'xble as. ytt to un~
load our Victualles tlwdma Pmk the Cgmoﬁom gave ‘the Mafter
of her the fime rendezvons, nnd the fome grdqxs topq& himfelf un-
der the command of the remaining fenior

Under thefe orders the fguadron failed from St Catbmne: on
Sunday the 18th of Fanuary,, as Mh bccn alnady mgntioned in
the preceding chapm'. , The next day. we bad vesy fqually wea-
ther, attended with sain, lightning lﬂd {E lt“t lt faon -became
fair again with light breezes, tndr conﬁmm@ t us. tﬂl ll’edﬂg[la}
evening, when it blew feeth again; and epgréafing all ight, by
eight the next morning it hmam a moﬂ: vig nt &orm,,md we had
wnhxtfoduckafog that it was im f tofeeat thed:ﬁmce
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of two fhips length, fo that the whole fquadron difappeared. On
this, a fignal was made, by firing guns, to bring too with the lar-
board tacks, the wind being then due Eaft. ‘We ourfelves imme-
diately handed the top-fails, bunted the main-fail, and lay too un-
der a reefed mizen till noon, when the fog difperfed, and we foon
difcovered all the fhips of the fquadron, except the Pearl, who did
not joifi us till near a month afterwards. Indeed the Trya/ Sloop
was a great way -to leeward, having loft her main-maft in the
fquall, and having been obliged, for fear of bilging, to cut'away the
raft. We therefore bore down with the fquadron toher relicf, and
the Gloucefler was erdered to take her in tow ; for the weather did
not entirely abate till the day after, and even then, a great fwell con-
tinued from the eaftward, in confequence of the preceding ftorm.-
After this accident we ftood to the fouthward with little inter-
ruption, and here weexperienced the fame fetting of the current,
which we had obferved before 6ur arrival at St. Catherine's; that is,
we generally found ourfelves to the fouthward of our reckoning,
by about twenty miles each day. ‘This deviation, with a littlé in-
equality, lafted till we had pafied the hatitude of the.siver of Phre ;
and even then, we dxfcomad -that the fame current, hewever difficult
to be accounted for, did yet undoubtedly take place; for we were
not fatisfied in deducing it from the error in our reckoning,- but we
atually tried it more than once, when a calm made it pracicable.
As {oon as we had paffed the latitude of the river of Plare, we
had foundings’ which continued : alt along *the coaft of Petagom:
Thefe foundings, when -well “alcertained, being "of great ufe in
determining ‘the pofition of the: fhip, and we baving tried them
mare frequently, and in -greater depths, and with more ateention,
than I believe hath been dose before us ; I fhall recite dur obfer-
vations as fuccinétly as I can, referring to the chart .hereafter in-
ferted in the ninth chepter of this bnok for a gencral view of the
whole, - In the Jatitade of 1 36° : 52', ‘we had fixty fathom.of
watet§ ‘svith a bottam. of fine black and grey fand yufrom thence
t0 39%3 $5', We: vacid, gltr degrhs from fifey to eighty fathom,
though we had’ confently:the-'fame bottom ‘as before : between
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the laft mentioned latitude, and 439 ¢ 16/, we had only fine grey
fand, with the fame variation of depths, except that we once
or twice leflened our water to forty fathom. After this, we con-
tinued in forty fathom for about half a degree, having a bottom of
coarfe fand and broken fhells, at which time we were in fight of
land, and not above feven lcagucs from it: As we edged from the
land we met with variety of foundings ; firft black fand, then mud-
dy, and foon after rough ground with ftones ; but when we had
encreafed our water to forty-cxght fathom, we had a muddy bottom
to the latitude of 46%: 10'. Hence drawing towards the fhore,
we hed firft thirty-fix fathom, and ftill kept fhoaling our water,
till at length we came into twelve fathom, having conftantly fmall
flones and pebbles at the bottom. Part of this time we had a

view of Cape Blanco, which lies in about the latitude of 47°: 10
and longitude Weft from Londm 69°. This is the moft re-
markable land upon the coaft: Two very exa& views of it are
exhibited in the annexed plate, where (4) reprefents the Cape
-itfelf ; thefe draughts will fully enable future Voyagers to diftin-
guith it.  Steering from hence S. by E. nearly, we, in a run of
about thirty leagues deepned our water to fifty fathom, without
once altering the bottom ; and then drawing towards the fhore
with a §. W. courfe, varying rather to the weftward, we had con-
ftantly a fandy bottom, till our coming into thirty fathom, where
we had again a fight of land diftant from us, about eight leagues,
lying-in the latitude of 489 : 31'. 'We made this land on the
17th of February, and at five that afterneon, we came to an anchor
haying the fame foundings'as before, in the latitude of 48° : 58,
the fouthermoft land then in view bearing S. S. W, the norther-
moft N. + E, a fmall Ifland N. W, and the weftermoft hummock
W.S. W. In this ftation we found the tide to fet S. by W ; and
weighing again at five the next morning, we, an hour afterwards,
difcovered a fail; upon which the Severn and Glouaﬂer were both
dircted to give chace ; but we foon perceived it to be the Pear’,
which feparated from us a few days after we left St. Catberine's,
and on this we made a fignal for the Severn to sejoin the fquadron,
2 _ leaving
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leaving the Gloucefter alone in the purfuit. And now we were fur-
prized to fee that on the Gloucefler’s approach, the people on board
the Pearl increafed their fail, and ftood from her. However, the
Gloucefter came up with them, but found them with their ham-
mocks in their nettings, and every thing ready for an engagement.
At two in the afternoon the Pear/ joined us, and running up un-
der our ftern, Lieutenant Sa/¢ haled the Commodore, and acquainted
him that Captain Kidd died on the 31t of Fanuary. He like-
wife informed us, that he had feen five large thips the 10th inftant,
which he for fome time imagined to be our fquadron: So that he
fuffered the commanding fhip, which wore a. red broad pendant, ‘
exaltly refembling that of the Commedore, at the main top maft
head, to come within gun-thot of him before he difcovered his
miftake ; but then finding it not to be the Centurion, he haled
clofc upon the wind, and crowded from them with all his fal,
and ftanding crofs a ripling, where they hefitated to follow him,
he happily efcaped. He made them to be five Spanifh men of
war, one of them exceedingly like the Glouceffer, which was the
occafion of his apprehenfions when the Ghuceffer chafed him. By
their appearance he thought they confifted of two fhips of li:vcm;r
guns, two of fifty, and one of forty guns. It feems the whole
fquadron continued in chace of him all that day, but at night find-
iny they could not get ncar him, they gave over the chace, and
directed their courfe to the fouthward.

Had it not been for the neceflity we were under of refitting the
Tryal, this piece of intelligence would have prevented our making
any ftay at St. Fuhan's; but as it was impofiible for that floop to
proceed round the Cape in her ‘prefent condition, fome ftay there
was inevitable, and therefore the fame evening we came to an
anchor again in twenty-five fathom water, the bottom a mixture
of mud and fand, and the high hummock bearing S. W. by W,
And weighing at nine in the morning, we fent the two Cutters
belonging to the Centurion and Severn in fhore, to difcover the
harbour of St. Julian, while the thips kept ftanding along the

: coaft
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coaft, about the diftance of a league from the land. At fix
o'clock we anchored in the bay of St. Julian, in nineteen fathom,
the bottom muddy ground with fand, the northermoft land in
fight bearing N. and by E, thc fouthermoft S. ¢ E, and the high
bummock, to which Sir fobz Narberough formerly gave the name
of Wood's Mount, W.S. W. Soon after, the Cutter rcturned on
board having difcovered the harbour, which did nct appear to us
in our fituation, the northermoft point fhutting in upon the fouther-
moft, and in appearance clofing the entrance. To facilitatc the
knowledge of this coaft to future Navigators, there are two views
annexed ; the firft of the land of Patagonia, to the northward of
port St. Fulian, where (w) is Woods Mount, and the bay of St.
fulian lies round the point (¢). The fecond view is of the bay
itfelf ; and here agam (fw) is Wood's Mount, (a) is cape St. Fulian,
and (&) the port or river’s mouth.

Being come to an anchor in this bay of St. Fulian, principally
with a view of refitting the Trya/, the Carpenters were immediate-
ly employed in that bufinefs, and continued fo during our whole
ftay at the place. The 7yals main-maft having been carricd away
about twelve feet below the cap, they contrived to make the re-
maining part of the maft ferve again; and the #ager was ordered
to fupply her with a fpare main top-maft, which the Carpenters
converted into a new fore-maft. And I cannot help obferving, that
this accident to the Tryals maft, which gave us fo much uneafi-
refs at that time, on account of the delay it occafioned, was, in
all probability, the means of preferving the floop, and all her crew.
For before this, her mafts, how well foever proportioned to a better
climate, were much too lofty for thefe high fouthern latitudes: So
that, had they weathered the preceding ftorm, it would have been
impofible-for them to have ftood againft thofe feas and tempefts we
afterwards encountered in paffing round Cape Horn, and the lofs of
mafls in that boifterous climate, would fcarcely have been attended
with lefs than the lofs of the vefiel, and of every man on board her;
fince it would have been imprz“ticable for the other ﬂups to have
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given them any relief, during the continuarice of thofe impetuous
ftorms.

Whillt we flayed at this place, the Commodore appointed the
Honourable Captain Murray to fucceed to the Pearl/, and Captain
Cheap to the Wager, and he promoted Mr. Charles Saundcrs, his
firft Licutenant, to the command of the Trya/ Sloop: But Captain
Saunders lying dangeroufly ill of a fever on board the Centurion, *
and it being the opinion of the Surgeons, that the removing him
on board his own fhip, in his prefent condition, might tend to
the hazard of his life; Mr. Anfx.gave an order to Mr. Suumarez,
firft Lieutenant of the Centurion, to a& as Mafter and Commander
of the Tryal, during the Illnefs of Captain Saunders.

Here the Commedore too, in order to eafe the expedition of
all unneceffary expence, held a farther confultation with his Cap-
tains about unloading and difcharging the Anna Pink ; but they re-
prefented to him, that they were fo far from being in a condition
of taking any part of her loading on board, that they had ftill great
quantitics of provifions in the way of their guns between decks, and
that their thips were withal fo very deep, that they were not fit for
altion without being cleared. This put the Commodore under a
neceflity of retaining the Pink in the fervice ;- and as it was ap-
prechended we fhould certainly meet with the Spensfh fquadron, in
pafiing the Cape, Mr. 4nfon thought it advifeable to give orders to
the Captains, to put all their provifions, which were in the way of
theic guns, on board the 4nna Pink, and to. remount fuch of
their guns as had formerly, for thc cafe of their thips, been ordered
iato the hold.

This bay of St. Falian, where we are now at anchor, being a
convenient rendezvous, in cafe of feparation, for all cruizers bound
to the fouthward, and the whole coaft of Patagonia, from the river
of Plate to the Streights of Magelian, lying nearly parallel to their
wfual route, s fhort sccount of the fingularity of this country, with
a particulae dcfcnptnon of port St. fulian, may perhaps be neither
unacceptable ¢ the curious, nor unworthy the attention of future

Navigators,
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Navigators, as fome of them, by unforefeen accidents, may be
obliged to run in with the land, and to make fome ftay on this
coaft, in which cafe the knowledge of the country, its produce and
inhabitants, cannot but be of the utmoft confequence to them.

To begin then with the tra& of country ufually ftiled Patagonia.
This is the name often given to the fouthermoft part of South
America, which is unpoflcfled by the Spaniards, extending from
their fettlements to the Streights of Magellan. ‘This country, on
the eaft fide, is extremely remarkable, for a peculiarity not to be
paralleled in any other known part "of the globe; far though the
whole territory to the northward of the river of Plate is full of
wood, and ftored with an immenfe quantity of large timber trees,
yet to the fouthward of the river no trees of any kind are to be met
with, except a few peach-trees, firft planted and cultivated by the
Spaniards in the neighboushood of Buenos Ayres:. So that on the
whole eaftern coaft of Pazagenia, cxtending near four bundred
leagues in length, and rcachmg s far back as any difcoveries have
yet been made, no other weod has been fcund than a few infigoifi-
cant thrubs. Sir Jobn Narborough in particular, who was fent out,
by King Charles the fecond, exprefily to examine this country, and
the Streights of Magellan, and who; in purfuance of his orders,
wintered upon this coaft in port St. Fulian and port Defire, .in the
year 1670 ; Sir fobn Narborough, 1 {ay, tells us, that he never faw
a ftick of woed in the country, large enough to make the handle
of an hatchet. :

But though the country be fo deftitute of wgod, it zbounds
with pafture. For the land appears in general to be made up
of downs of a light dry gravelly foil, and produces great quanti-
tics of long coarfe grafs, which grows in. tufts mtcrfperfed with

large barren fpots of gravel between them. This grafs, in many
phu:s, feeds immenfe herds of cattle : Fol', tbe Spaniards ap
Buenos Ayres, having, foon after their firfk fettling there, brought
over a few black cattle from Europe, - they have, thriven pro-
digioufly by the plenty of herbage which, they. ey y wbgrc et

with, and are now increafed to that dcgrce and are extended
1o
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{o far into different parts of Patagonia that they are not confidered as
private property ; but many thoufands at a time are flaughtered
every year by the Hunters, only for their hides and tallow. The
manner-of killing thefé cattle, being a pratice peculiar to that part
of the world merits a more circumftantial defcription. The Hun-
ters employed o this occafion being all of them mounted on horfe-
back, (and both the Spaniards and Indians in that part of the world,
are ufually moft excellent horfemen) they arm themfelves with a
kind of a fpear, which, at its end, inftead of a blade fixed in the
fame linewith:thewood, in the ufual manner, has its blade fixed acrofs;
with this inftrument they ride at a beaft, and furround him; when
the Hunter that comes behind him hamftrings him : And as after this
operation the beaft foon tumbles, without being able to raife himfelf
again, they leave Lim on the ground, and purfue others, whom
- they ferve in the fame manner. Sometimes there is a fecond party,
who attend the Hunters, to fkin the cattle as they fall: But it is faid,
that at other times the Hunters ghufe to let them languith in tor-
ment till the next day, from an opinion that the anguifh, which the
animal in the mean time endures, may burft the lymphaticks, and
thereby facilitate the feparation of the {kin from the carcafs: And
though their Priefts have loudly condemned this moft barbarous
praétice, and have gone fo far, if my memory does not fail me, as
to excommunicate thofe who follow it, yet all their efforts to put an
entire ftop to it have hitherto proved ineffecual.

‘Befides'the numbers of cattle which.arc every year flaughtered for
their hides and tallow, in the manner already defcribed, . it. is often
neceflary for the ufes of agriculture, and for other purpofes to
take them alive, “without wounding them: This is performed
with a moft wonderful and almoft incredible dexterity, and prin-
cipally by the ufefbf. a machine, which the Englifh, who have re- -
fided at Buenios Ayves; gencrally-denominated a lath. It is made of
a thong of:feveral fathoms in length, ‘and very ftrong, with a. runa
ning boofe it  eve end of it: This the Hunters (whoa in this cafe

Are alfo mounwd on,hotfeback) take in their right hands, it being
K- firct
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firft properly coiled up, and having its end oppofite to the noofe
faftened' to the faddle; and thus prepared they ride at a herd
of cattle. When they arrive within a certain diftance of a beaft,
they throw their thong at him with fuch exa&nefs, that they ne-
ver fail of fixing the noofe about his horns. The beaft, when he
finds himfelf entangled, generally runs, but the horfe, being fwifter,
atterds him, and prevents the thong from being too much ftrained,

till a fecond Hunter, who follows the game, throws another noofe
about one of its hind legs ; and this being done, both horfes (for
they are trained to this practice) inftantly turn different ways, in or-
der to ftrain the two thongs in contrary directions, on which the
beaft, by their oppofite pulls, is prefently overthrown, and then the
horfes ftop, keeping.the thongs ftill upon the ftretch : Being thus on
the ground, and incapable of refiftance, (for he is extended between
the two horfes) the Hunters alight, and fecure him in fuch a man-
ner, that they afterwards eafily convey him to whatever place they
pleafe. ‘They in like manner noofe, horfes, and, as it is faid, even
tygers ; and however ftrange this laft circumftance may appear,
there are not wanting perfons of credit who affert it. Indeed, it
mutft be owned, that the addrefs both of the Spaniards and Indians
in that part of the world, in the ufe of this lath or noofe, and the
certainty with which they throw it, and fix it on any intended part
of the beaft at a confiderable diftance, are matters only to be beliéved,

from the repeated and concurrent teftimony of all who have fre-
quented that country, and might reafonably be queftioned, did it
rely on a fingle report, or had it ever been contradicted or denied
by any one who had refided at Buenos Ayres.

The cattle which are killed in the manner I have already ob-
ferved, are flaughtered only for their hides and tallow, to which
fometimes are added theit tongues, but the reft of their fleth is left to
putrify, or to be devoured by the birds and wild beafts: The
greateft part of this carion falls to the fhare of the wild dogs, of
which there are immenfe numbers to be found in that country.
Thefc are fuppofed to hav~ been originally ptoduccd by Spanifb

dogs
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dogs from Buenos Ayres, who, allured by the great quantity of ca-

rion, and the facility they had by that means of fubfifting, left their

Matfters, and ran wild amongft the cattle; for they are plainly of
the breed of the European dogs, an animal not originally found in

America. But though thefe dogs are faid to be fome thoufands in

a company, they hitherto neither diminith nor prevent the increafc

of the cattle; not daring to attack the herds, by reafon of the

numbers which conftantly feed together ; but contenting themfclves

with the carion left them by the Hunters, and perhaps now and

then with a few ftragglers, who, by accident, are feparated from the-
main body they belong to.

Befides the wild cattle which have fprcad themfelves in fuch
vaft herds from Buenos Ayres towards the fouthward, the fame
country is in like manner furnifhed with horfes. Thefe too were
firft brought from Spasn, and are alfo prodigioufly encreafed, and
run wild to a much greater diftance than the black cattle: And
though many of them are excellent, yet their number makes them
of very little value; the beft of them being often fold, in the neigh-
bouring fettlements, where money is plenty and commodities very
dear, for not more than a dollar a-piece. It is not as yet certain
how far to the fouthward thefe herds of wild cattle and horfes
have extended themfelves; but there is fome reafon to conjecture,
that ftragglers of both kinds are to be met with very near the
Streights of Magellan ; and they will in time doubtle(s fill all the
fouthern' part of the Continent with their breed, which cannot
fail of proving of confiderable advantage to fuch fhips as may
touch upon the coaft ; for the horfes themfelves are faid to be very
good eating, and as fuch, are preferred by fome of the Indiars
even before the black cattle. But whatever plenty of fleth pro-
vifions may be hereafter found bere, there is one material refrefh-
ment Avhich this eaftern fide of Patagonia feems to be very defec-
tive in, -and that is freth water ; for the land being generally of
a nitrous and faline nature, the ponds and ftreams are frequently
brackith, However, as good water has been found there, though
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in fmall quantities, it is not improbable, but on a further fearch,
this inconvenience may be removed.

To the account already given, I muft add, that there are in all
parts of this country a good number of Vicunnas or Peruvian theep ;
but thefe. by reafon of their fhynefs and {wiftnefs, are killed with
difficulty. On the eaftern coaft too, there are found immenfe
quantities of feals, and a vaft variety of fea-fowl, amongft which
the moft remarkable are the Penguins; they are in fize and thape
lise a goofe, but inftead of wings they have fhort ftumps like fins,
which are of no ufe to them, except in the water ; their bills are
narrow, like that of an Alitrofs, and they ftand and walk in an
ere¢t pofture. From this, and their white bellies, Sir §obn Nar-
&srough has whimfically likened them to little children ftanding up
in white aprons.

The inhabitants of this eaftern coaft (to which I have all along
hitherto confined my relation) appear to be but few, and have
rarely been feen more than two or three at a time, by any fhips that
have touched here. We, during our ftay at the port of St. fulian,
faw none. However, towards Buenos Ayres they are fufficiently
numerous, and oftentimes very troublefome to the Spaniards; but
there the greater breadth and variety of the country, and a milder
climate, yield them a better protection ; for in that place the Conti-
nent is between three and four hundred leagues in breadth, whereas
at port St. Fulian it is little more than an hundred: So that I
conceive the fame Indians who frequent the weftern coaft of
Patagonia and the Streights of Magellan, often ramble to this fide.
As the Indians near Buenos Ayres exceed the fouthern Indians
in numbers, fo they greatly furpafs them in ativity and fpirit, and
feem in their manners to be nearly allied to thofe gallant Chitiarn
Indians, who have long fet the whole Spani/h power at defiance,
have often ravaged their country, and remain to this hour ‘inde-
pendent.  For the Jndians about Buenos Ayres have learnt to be ex-
ccllent horfemen, and are extremely expert in the management of
all cutting weapons, though ignorant of the ufe of fire-arms, which

the
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the Spaniards are very folicitous to keep out of their hands. And
of the vigour and refolution of thefe Indians, the behaviour of O-
rellana and his followers, whom we have formerly mentioned, is a
memorable inftance. Indeed were we difpofed to aim at the utter
fubverfion of the Spanifb power in America, no means fccm more
probable to effect it, than due encouragement and affiftance given
to thefe Indians and thofe of Chili.

Thus much may fuffice in telation to the eaftern coaft of Pata-
gonia. The weftern coaft is of lefs extent; and by reafon of the
Andes which fkirt it, and ftretch quite down to the water, is a very
rocky and dangerous thore. However, I fhall be hereafter necef-
fitated to make further mention of it, and therefore fhall not enlarge
thereon at this time, but fhall conclude this account with a fhort
defcription of the harbour of St. fw/fan, the general form of which
may be conceived from the annexed fketch. But it muft be remem-
bered, that the bar, which is there marked at the entrance, is often
thifting, and has many holes i in it. The tide flows here N. and §,
and at full and change, rifes four fathom.

We, on our firft arrival here, fent an Officer on fhore to the falt-
pond, marked (D) in the plan, in order toprocure a quantity of falt
for the ufe of the fquadron, Sir Jebu Narboreugh having obicrved,
when he was here, that the falt produced in that place was very
white and good, and that in Fedruary there was enough of it to fill
a thoufand thips ; but our Officer returned with a fample which was
very bad, and he told us, that even of this there was but little to be
got ; I fuppofe the weather had been more rainy than ordinary, and
had deftroyed it. ‘To give the reader a better idea of this port, and
of the adjacent country, to which the whole coaft I bave deferibed
bears a great refemblance, I have inferted two very accurate views,
one of them reprefenting the appearance of the country, when look-
ing pp the river ; the other, being a view taken from the fame fpot,
but the obferver is now fuppofed to turn round oppofite to his for-
mer fituation, and confequently this is the reprefentation of the ap-
pearance of the country down the river, betwixt the ftation of the

obferver. and the river’s mouth.
2 . CHAP.
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CHAP VI

Departure from the bay of St. f«lian, and the paflage
from thence to Streights Le Maire.

HE Tryal being nearly refitted, which was our principal
occupation at this bay of St. Fulian, and the fole occafion

of our ftay, the Commodore thought it neceffary, as we

were now dire@ly bound for the South-Seas and the enemy’s coafts,
to fix the plan of his firft operations: And therefore, on the
24th of February, a fignal was made for all Captains, and a Coun-
cil' of war was held on board the Centurion, at which were pre-
fent the Honourable Edward Legg, Captain Matthew Mitchell,
the Honourable George Murray, Captain David Cheap, together
with Colonel Mordaunt Cracherode, Commander of the land-forces.
At this Council Mr. Anfin propofed; that their firft attempt, after
their arrival in the South-Seas, thould be the attack of the town and
harbour of Baldivia, the principal frontier of the diftriét of Chili;
Mr. Anfon informing them, at the fame time, that it was an arti-
cle contained in his Majefty’s inftrutions to him, to endeavour to
fecure fome port in the Soutb-Seas, where the fhips of the fqua-
dron might be careened and refitted. To this propofition made by
the Commodore, the Council unanimoufly and readily agreed ; and
in confequence of this refolution, new inftru@ions were given to the
Captains of the fquadron, by which, though they were ftill diret-
ed, in cafe of feparation, to make the beft of their way to the
Iland of Nueftra Senoro del Socora, yet (notwithftanding the orders
they had formerly given them at St. Catherine’s) they were to cruize
off that Ifland only ten days ; from wherce, if 1ot joined by the
Commodore, they were to proceed, and cruize off the harbour of
Baldivia, making the land between the Iatimdefs&' 409, and 40‘7 :
30 and taking care to keep to-the fouthward of the port ; and, if

mn
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in fourteen days they were not joined by the reft of the fquadron,
they were then to quit this ftation, and to dire& theircourfe taghe
HMand of Yuan Fernandes, after which they were to regulate their
further proceedings by their former orders. The fame directions
were alfo given to the Mafter of the Anna Pink, who was not to
fail in anfwering the fignals made by any fhip of the fquadron,
and was to be very careful to deftroy his papers and orders, if he
fhould be fo unfortunate, as to fall into the hands of the enemy.
And as the feparation of the fquadron might prove of the utmoft
prejudice to his Majefty’s fervice, each Captain was ordered to
give it in charge to the refpe@ive Officers of the watch, not to
keep their fhip at a greater diftance from the Centurion than two
miles, as they would anfwer it at their peril ; and if any Captain
fhould find his fhip beyond the diftance fpecified, he was to ac-
quaint the Commtodore with the name of the Officer, who had
thus negle@ed his duty.

Thefe neceflary regulations being eftablithed, and the Trya/
Sloop compleated, the fquadron weighed on Friday the 27th of
February, at feven in the morning, and ftood to the fea; the
Gloucefler indeed found a difficulty in purchafing her anchor, and
was left a confiderable way a-ftern, fo that in the night we fired
feveral guns as a fignal to her Captain to make fail, but he did not
come up to us till the next morning, when we found that they had
been obliged to cut their cable, and leave their beft bower behind
them. At ten in the morning, the day after our departure, Wood's
Mount, the highland over St. Julian, bore from us N. by W, dif-
tant ten leagues, and we had fifty-two fathom of water. And now
ftanding to the fouthward, we had great expetation of falling in
with Pizarro’s {guadron ; for, during our ftay at port St. Yulias,
there had generally been hard gales between the W. N. W. and
S. W, fo that we had reafon to conclude the Spaniards had gaincd
no groond upon us in that interval. Indeed it was the profpe of
meeting with them, that had occafioned our Commodore to be fo-
very folicitous to prevent the feparation of our fhips: For, had we:

Been
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been fulely intent upon getting round Cape Horn in the thorteft time,
the propereft method for this purpofe would have been, to have or-
dered each fhip to have made the beft of her way to the rendezvous,
without waiting for the reft.

Frori our departure from St. Fulian to-the 4th of Martb we
had little wind, with thick hazy weather, and fome rain ; and our
foundings were generally from forty to fifty fathom, witha bottom
of black and grey fand, fometimes intermixed with pebble ftones.
On the 4th of March we were in fight of Cape Virgin Mary, and
nct more than fix or feven leagues diftant from it: This Cape is
the northern boundary of the entrance of the Streights of Mage/-
Jan, it lies in the latitude of §29: 21" South, and longitude from
London 71° : 44 Weft, and feems to be a low flat land, ending
in a point. And for a diretion to fuch fhips as may, by particular
reafons, be induced hereafter to pafs through #hofe Streights into
the South-Seas, 1 have annexed a very accurate draught of its ap-
pearance, where (a) reprefents the Cape itfelf. Off this Cape our
depth of water was from thirty-five to forty-eight fathom. The
afternoon of this day was very bright and clear, with fmall breezes
of wind, inclinable to a calm, and moft of the Captains took the
opportunity of this favourable weather to pay a vifit to the Com-
modore ; but while they were in company together, they were all
greatly alarmed by a fudden flame, which burft out on board the
Glouceftcr, and which was fucceeded by a cloud of fmoak. How-
ever, they were foon relieved from their apprehenfions, by receiv-
ing information, that the blaft was occafioned by a fpark of fire
from the forge lighting on fome gunpowder and other combuf-
tibles, which an Officer on board was preparing for ufe, in cafe we
fhould fall in with the Spani/b fleet ; and that it had been extin~
guithed, without any damage to the fhip.

We here found what was conftantly verified by all our obfer-
vations in thefe high latitudes, that fair- weather was always of an
¢xceeding thort duration, and that when it was remarkably fine,
it was a certain prefage of a fucceeding ftorm, for the calni{ dnd
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funfhine of our afternoon ended in a moft turbulent night, the
‘wind frethning from the S. W. as the night came on, and en-
creafing its violence continually till nine in the morning the next
day, when it blew fo hard, that we were obliged to bring too with
the {quadron, and to continue under a reefed mizen till eleven at
night, having in that time from forty-three to fifty-feven fathom
water, with black fand and gravel ; and by an obfervation we had
at noon, we concluded a current had fet us twelve miles to the
fouthward of our reckoning. Towards midnight, the wind abating,
we made fail again; and fteering South, we difcovered in the
morning for the firft time the land, called Terra del Fuego, ftretch-
ing from the S. by W, to the S. E. § E. This indeed afforded
us but a very uncomfortable profpec, it appearing of a ftupendous
height, covered every where with fnow. And though the dreari-
ncfs of this fcene can be but imperfeétly reprefented by any Draw-
ing, yet the annexed plate contains fo exact a delineation of the
form of the country, that it may greatly affift the reader in fram-
ing fome idea of this uncouth and ruggeg coaft. In this Drawing
(a) is the opening of Streights Le Maire, (b) Cape St. Diego,
(1) (2) (3) the three hills, called the three brothers, and (4) Monte-
gorda, an highland which lies up in the country, and appears over
the three brothers. 'We fteered along this thore all day, having
foundings from forty to fifty fathom, with ftones and gravel. And
as we intended to pafs through Strcights Le Maire next day, we
lay too at night, that we might not overfhoot them, and took this
opportunity to prepare ourfelves for the tempeftuous climate we
were foon to be engaged in; with which view, we employed
ourfelves good part of the night in bending an entire new fuit of
fails to the yards. At four the next morning, being the 7th of
March, we made fail, and at eight faw the land ; and foon after
we began to open the Strcights, at which time Cape St. Fames bore
from us E. S. E, Cape St. Yincent S. E. 4 E, the middlemoft of
the three brothers S. and by W, Monzigorda South, and Cape St,
Bartholomew, which is the fouthermott point of Staten-land, E. S, E,
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The appearance of the Streights in this fituation, is reprefented
in the annexed plate, where (a) is part of Staten-land, (4) Cape
St. Bartholomew, (c) part of Terra del Fuego, (d) port Maurice,
and (¢) fuppofed to be Palentine's bay, or the bay of good fuccefs.
And here I muft obferve, that though Frezier has given us a very
corret profped of the part of Terra del Fucgo, which borders on
the Streights, yet he has omitted that of Staten-land, which forms
the oppofite fhore : Hence we found it difficult to determine exactly
where the Streights lay, till they began to open to our view ; and
for want of this, if we had not happened to have coafted a confi-
derable way along fhore, we might have mifled the Streights, and
have got to the eaftward of Staten-land before we knew it. This
is an accident that has happened to many fhips, particularly as
Frezier mentions, to the Incarnation and Concord ; who intending
to pafs through Streights Le Maire, were deceived By three hills
on Staten-land like the three brothers, and fome creeks refembling
thofe of Terra del Fuego, and thereby over-thot the Streights. To
prevent thefc accidents for the future, there is inferted the Weft
profpec of Staten-land, where (a) is Cape St. Dicgo, on Terra del
Fuego, (4) Cape St. Bartholomew, on Staten-land. This Drawing
will hereafter render it impoflible for any fhips to be deceived in the
manner abovementioned, or to find any difficulty in diflinguithing
the points of land by which the Streights are formed.
And on occafion of this profpe@ of Staten-land here inferteg,
T cannot but remark, that though Terra di/ Fucgo had an afpect
extremcly barren and dcfolate, yet this Ifland of Staten-land fac
furpafles it, in the wildnefs and horror of its appearance : It feem-
ing to be entirely compofed of inacceffible rocks, without the leaft
mixture of earth or mold between them. Thefe rocks terminate
ina vaft number of ragged points, which fpire up to a prodigious
he1gln, and zre all of them covered with everlaling fnow ; the
points themftlves are on every fide furrounded with frightful pre-
cipices, and often overhang in a moft aftonifhing manner ; and the
hills which bear them, are generally feparated from each other by
narrow
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narrow clefts, which appear as if the country had been frequently
rent by earthquakes; for thefe chafms are nearly perpendicular,
and extend through the fubftance of the main rocks, almoft to their
very bottoms : So that nothing can be imagined morc favage and
gloomy, than the whole afpe of this coaft. But to proceed :

I have above mentioned, that on the 7th of March, in the
morning, we opened Streights Le Maire, and foon after, or about
ten o'clock, the Pear/ and the Tryal being ordered to kecp a-head
of the fquadron, we entered them with fair weather and a britk
gale, and were hurried through by the rapidity of the tide in about
two hours, though they are between feven and eight leagues in
length.  As thefe Streights are often eftecmed to be the boundary
between the At/antick and Pacifick Oceans, and as we prefumed we
had nothing before us from hence but an open fea, till we arrived
on thofe opulent coafts where all our hopes and wifhes centered,
we could not help perfwading ourfelves, that the greateft difficulty
of our voyage was now at an end, and that our moft fanguine
dreams were upon the point of being realifed ; and hence we in-
dulged our imaginations in thofe romantick fchemes which the fan-
cied poffeflion of the Chilian gold and Peruvian filver might be
conceived to infpire. Thefe joyous ideas were confiderably heigh-
tened by the brightnefs of the fky and ferenity of the weather, which
was indeed moft remarkably pleafing; for though the winter was
now advancing apace, yet the morning of this day, in its brilliancy.
and mildnefs, gave place to none we had feen fince our departure
from England. Thus animated by thefe flattering delufions, we
paffed thofe memorable Streights, ignorant of the dreadful cala-
mities which were then impending, and juft ready to break upon
us ; ignorant that the time drew near, when the fquadron would
be feparated never to unite again, and that this day of our paflage
was the laft chearful day that the greateft part of us would ever live

to efjoy.
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CHAP VI
From Streights Le Maire to Cape Noir.

E had fcarcely reached the fouthern extremity of the
Streights of Le Maire, when our flattering hopes were

inftantly loft in the apprchenfions of immediate de-

firu&ion : For before the fternmoft thips of the fquadron were
clear of the Streights, the ferenity of the fky was fuddenly ob-
fcured, and we obferved all the prefages of an impending ftorm ;
and prefently the wind fhifted to the fouthward, and blew in
fuch violent fqualls, that we were obliged to hand our top-fails,
and reef our main-fail ; whilft the tide too, which had hitherto
favoured us, at once turned furioufly againft us, and drove us to
the eaftward with prodigious rapidity, fo that we were in great
anxiety for the Wager and the An%a Pink, the two fternmoft vef-
fels, fearing they would be dathed to pieces againit the fhore of
Staten-land : Nor were our apprehenfions without foundation, for
it was with the utmoft difficulty they efcaped. And now the whole
fquadron, inftead of purfuing their intended courfe to the S. W,
were driven to the eaftward by the united force of the ftorm, and
of the currents ; {c'that next day in the morning we found our-
felves near feven leagues to the eaftward of Streights Le Maisme,
which then bore from us N. W. The violence of the current,
which had fet us with fo much precipitation to the eaftward, toge-
ther with the fiercenefs and conftancy of the wefterly winds, foon
taught us to confider the doubling of Cape Horn as an entcrprize,
that might prove too mighty for our efforts, though fome amongft
us had lately treated the difficulties which former voyagers were faid
to have met with in this undertaking, as little better than chlmeﬂ-
cal, and had fuppofed them to arife rather from timidity and un-
fkilfulnefs, than from the real embarraiments of the winds and
feas :
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feas : But we were now feverely convinced, that thefe cenfures were
rath and ill-grounded : For the diftrefles with which we ftruggled,

durmg the three fucceeding months, will not eafily be paralleled
in the relation of any former naval expedition. This will, I doubt
not, be readily allowed by thofe who fhall carefully perufe the en-
{uing narration.

From the ftorm which came on before we had well got clear of
Streights Le Maire, we had a continual fucceflion of fuch tempe(-
tuous weather, as furprized the oldeft and moft expericnced Ma-
riners on board, and obliged them to confefs, that what they had
hitherto called ftorms were inconfiderable gales, compared with
the violence of thefe winds, which raifed fuch fthort, and at the fame

‘time fuch mountainous waves, as greatly furpaffed in danger all
feas known in any other part of the globe : And it was not without
great reafon, that this unufual appearance filled us with continual
terror; for, had any onc of thefe waves broke fairly over us, it muft,
in all probability, have fent us to the bottom. Nor did we efcape
with terror only ; for the fhip rollmg inceflantly gunwale too, gave
us fuch quick and violent motions, that the men were in’perpetual
danger of being dafhed to pieces againft the decks, or fides of
the thip. And though we were extremely careful to fecure our-
fclves from thefe thocks, by grafping fome fixed body, yet many
of our people were forced from their hold ; fome of whom were
killed, and others greatly injured; in pamcular, one of our beft fea-
men was canted over-board and drowned, another diflocated his
neck, a third was thrown into the main-hold and broke his thigh,
and one of our Boatfwain’s Mates broke his collar-bone twice ; not
to mention many other accidents of the fame kind. Thefe tem-
pefts, fo dreadful in themfelves, though unattended by any other
dnfavourable circumftance, were yet rendered more mifchievous to
us by their incquality, and the deceitful intervals which they at
fopne-times afforded ; for though we were oftentimes obliged to lie
too for days together under a reefed mizen, and were frequently re-
duced to lie at the mercy of the waves under our bare poles, yet

now
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now and then we ventured to make fail with our courfes double
reefed ; and the weather proving more tolerable, would perhaps
encourage us to fet our top-fails ; after which, the wind, without
any previous notice, would return upon us with redoubled force,
and would in an inftant tear our fails from the yards. And that no
circumftance might be wanting which could aggrandize our diftrefs,
thefe blafts generally brought with them a great quantity of fnow
and fleet, which cafed our rigging, and froze our fails, thercby
rendring them and our cordage brittle, and apt to {hap upon the
flighteft ftrain, adding great difficulty and labour to the working of
the thip, benumbing the limbs of our people, and making them
incapable of exerting themfelves with rheir ufual adtivity, and even
difabling many of them, by mortifying their toes and fingers. It
were indeed endlefs to cnumerate the varicus difafters of different
kinds which befel us; and I fhall only mention the moft material,
which will fuficiently eviace the calamitous condition of the whole
fquadron, during the courf: of tais mavigation.

It was on the 7th of March, as hath been already obferved, that
we pafled Streights Le Maire, and were immediately afterwards
driven to the eaftward by a violent ftorm, and the force of the cur-
rent which fet that way. For the four or five fucceeding days we
had hard gales of wind from the fame quarter, with a moft prodi-
gious fwell ; fo that though we ftood, during all that time, towards
the §. W, yet we had no rcafon to imagine, we had made any
way to the weftward. In this interval we had frequent {qualls of
rain and fnow, and thipped great quantities of water ; after which,
for three or four days, though the feas ran mountains high, yet
the weather was rather more moderate : But, on the 18th, we had
again ftrong gales of wind with extreme cold, and at midnight
the main top-fail fplit, and one of the firaps of the main dead eyes
broke. From hence, to the 234, the. weather was mure favourable,
though often intermixed with rain and ficut, and fome hard gals;
but as the waves did not fubiide, the fhip, by labouring m this lofty
fza, was now grown f{o lonfe in her uppur works, that the let.in the

4 wates
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water at every feam, fo that every part within board was conftantly
expofed to the fea-water, and fcarcely any of the Officers ever lay
in dry beds. Indeed it was very rare, that two nights ever paffed
without many of them being driven from their beds, by the deluge
of water that came in upon them,

On the 23d, we had a moft violent ftorm of wind, hail, and
rain, with a very great fea; and though we handed the main top-
fail before the height of the fquall, yet we found the yard fprung ;
and foon after the foot-rope of the main-fail breaking, the main-
fail itfelf fplit inftantly to rags, and, in fpite of our cndeavours to
fave it, much the greater part of it was blown over-board. On
this, th¢ Commodore made the fignal for the fquadron to bring too ;
and the {torm at length flattening to a calm, we had an opportunity
of getting down our main top-fail yard to put the Carpenters to
work upon it, and of repairing our rigging; after which, having
bent a new main-fail, we got under fail again with a modcrate breeze;
but in lefs than twenty-four hours we were attacked by another
ftorm, ftill more furious than the former; for it proved a perfect
hurricane, and reduced us to the neceflity of lying too under our
bare poles. As our fhip kept the wind better than any of the reft,
we were obliged in the afternoon, to wear fhip, in ordcr to join
the fquadron to the leeward, which otherwifc we fhould have becn
in danger of lofing in the night: And as we dared not venture any
fail abroad, we were obliged to make ufe of an expedient, which
anfwered our purpofc; this was putting the helm a weather, and
manning the fore-fhrouds: But though this method proved fuc-
cefsful for the end intended, yet in the execution of it, one of our
ableft feamen was canted over-board ; we pereeived that notwith-
ftanding the prodigious agitation of the waves, he fwam very
ftrong, and it was with the utmott concern that we found ourfelves.
incapable of aflifting him ; indeed w. were the more grieved at his
unhappy fate, as we loit 5ight of him ftruggling with the waves,
and conceived from the manner in which he fwam, that he might

continue
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continue fenfible for a confiderable time longer, of the horror at-
tending his irretrievable fituation.

Before this laft mentioned ftorm was. quite abated, we found two
of our main-fhrouds and one mizen-fhroud broke, all which we
knotted, and fet up immediately. From hence we had an inter-
val of three or four days lefs tempeftuous than ufual, but accom-
panied with a thick fog, in which we were obliged to fire
guns almoft every half hour, to keep our fquadron together. On
the 31ft, we were alarmed by a gun fired from the Ghucefler, and
a fignal made by her to fpeak with the Commodore; we imme-
diately bore down to her, and were prepared to hear of fome terri-
ble difafter; but we were apprized of it before we joined her, for we
faw that her main-yard was broke in the flings. This was a grie-
vous misfortune to us all at this junture ; as it was obvious it would
prove an hindrance to our failing, and would detain us the longer in
thefe inhofpitable latitudes. But our future {uccefs and fafety was
not to be promoted by repining, but by refolution and activity ; and
therefore, that this unhappy incident might delay us as little as
poffible, the Commodore ordered feveral Carpenters to be put on
board the Gloucefter from the other fhips of the {quadron, in order
to repair her damage with the utmoft expedition. And the Cap-
tain of the Trya/, complaining at the fame time, that his pumps
were fo bad, and the floop made fo great 2 quantity of water, that
he was fcarcely able to keep her free, the Commodore ordered him
a pump ready fitted from his own thip. . It was very fortunate for
the Ghoucefler and the Tryal, that the weather proved more favour-
able this day than for many days, both before and after; fince by
this means they were enabled to receive the affiltance which feemed
effential to their prefervation, and which they could fearcely have
had at any other time, as it would have bccn extremc]y hazardous
to havé ventured a boat on board.

The next day, that is, on the 1ft of Apnl the weather return.
¢d again to its cuftomary bias, tbc ky looked dark and gloomv.

‘ and
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and the wind began to frefhen and to blow in fqualls; however,
it was not yet fo boiftcrous, as to prevent our carrying our top-fails
clofe reefed ; but its appearance was fuch, as plainly prognofticated
that a fill feverer tempeft was at hand: And accordingly, on the
3d of April, there came on a ftorm, which both in its violence and
continuation (for it lafted three days) exceeded all that we had hi-
therto encountered. In its firft onfet we received a furious fhock
from a fea which broke upon our larboard quarter, where it ftove
in the quarter gallery, and rufhed into the thip like a deluge; our rig-
ging too fuffered extremely from the blow ; amongft the reft one of
the ftraps of the main dead-eyes was broke, as wasalfo a main-fhroud
and puttock-fhroud, fo that to eafc the ftrefs upon the mafts and
fhrouds, we lowered both our main-and fore-yards, and furled all
our fails,and inthis pofture we lay too for three days, when the ftorm
fomewhat abating, we ventured to make fail under our courfes only ;
but even this we could not do long, for, the next day, which was the
7th, we had another hard gale of wind, with lightning and rain,
which obliged us to lie too again’all night. It was wonderful, that
notwithftanding the hard weather we had endured, no extraordinary
accident had happened to any of the fquadron fince the breaking ot
the Gloucefler’s main-yard : But this good fortune now no longer at-
tended us ; for at three the next morning, feveral guns were fired to
leeward as fignals of diftrefs : And the Commodore making a fignal
for the fquadron to bring too, we, at day-break, faw the #ager a
confiderable way to leeward of any of the other fhips ; and we foon
perceived that fhe had loft her mizen-maft, and main top-fail yard.
We immediately bore down to her, and found this difafter had
arifen from the badnefs of her iron work ; for all the chain-plates
to windward had given way, upon the fhip’s fetching a dcep roll.
This proved the more unfortunate to the /#ager, as her Carpenter
had been on board the Glouceffer ever fince the 311t of March," ard
the weather was now too fevere to permit him to return: Nor was
the iVager the only fhip of the fquadron that fuffered in this tgm-

peft; for, the next day, a fignal of diftrefs was made by the Anna
Fint,
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Pink, and, upon fpeaking with the Mafter, we learnt that they had
broke their fore-ftay and the gammon of the bowfprit, and were in
no {mall danger of having all their mafts come by the board ; fo
that we were obliged to bear away until they had made all faft, af-
ter which we haled upon a wind again.

And now, afterall our folicitude, and the numerous ills of every
kind, to which we had been inceffantly expofed for near forty days,
we had great confolation in the flattering hopes we entertained, that
our fatigues were drawing to a period, and that we fhould foon
arrive in a more hofpitable climate, where we fhould be amnply re-
payed for all our paft fufferings. For, towards the latter end of
March, we were advanced, by our reckoning, near 10° to the
weftward of the weftermoft point of Terra del Fucgo, and this al-
lowance being double what former Navigators have thought ne-
ceffary to be taken, in order to’compenfate the drift of the weftern
current, we efteemed ourfelves to be well advanced within the
limits of the fouthern Ocean, and had therefore been ever fince
ftanding to.the northward with as much expedition, as the turbu-
lence of the weather, and our frequent difafters’ permitted. And,
on the 13th of April, we were but a degrec in latitude to the
fouthward of the Weft entrance of the Streights of Magellan ; {o
that we fally expeted, in a very few days, to have experienced the
cclebrated tranquillity of the Pacifick Ocean.

But thefe were delufions which only ferved to render our djf-

appointment more terrible ; for the next morning, between onc

and two, as we were Randmg to the northward, and the weather,
which had till then been hazy, accidentally cleared up, the Pink
made a fignal for feeing land right a-head ; and it bcing but two
miles diftant, we were all under the moft dreadful apprehenfions of
running on fhore ; which, had either the wind blown from its
wlual quarter with its wonted vigonr, or had not the moon fud-
denly thone cut, not a {hip amongft-us could pofiibly have avoided -
Biit the wind, which fome few hours before blew in fqualls from
the §.°W, having fortunatcly hifted to W. N. W, we werg enabled
4 te
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to fland to the fouthward, and to clear ourfilves of this unexpected
danger ; and were fortunate enough by noon to have gaincd an of-
fing of near twenty leagues.

By the latitude of this land we fell in with, it was agrecd to be
a part of Terra del Fuego, near the fouthern outlet defcribed $n
Frezier's Chart of the Streights of Magellan, and was fuppofed to
be that point called by him Cape Nos». It was indeed moft won-
derful, that the currents thould have driven us to the eaftward with
fuch ftrength ; for the whole fquadron efteemed themfelves up-
wards of ten degrees more wefterly than this land, fo that in running
down, by our account, about nineteen degrces of longitude, we
had not really advanced half that diftance. And now, inftcad
of having our labours and anxietics relieved by approaching a
warmer climate and more tranquil feas, we were to fteer again to
the fouthward, and were again to combat thofe weftern blafts,
which had fo often terrified us ; and this too, when we were greatly
cnfeebled by our men falling fick, and dying apace, and when our
fpirits, dejected by a long continuance at fea, and by our late difap-
pointment, were much lefs capable of fupporting us in the various
difficulties, which we could not but expect in this new undertaking.
Add to all this too, the difcouragement we received by the diminu-
tion of the ftrength of the fquadron ; for three days before this, we
loft fight of the Severn and the Pear/ in the morning ; and though
we fpread our fhips, and beat about for them fome time, yet we ne-
ver faw them more; whence we had apprehenfions that they too
might have fallen in with this land in the night, and by being lefs
favoured by the wind and the moon than we were, might have run
on fhore and have perithed. Full of thefe defponding thoughts and
gloomy prefages, we ftood away to the 5. W, prepared by our laFc
difalter to fufped, that how large fuever an allowance we made in
our wefting for the drift of the weftern current, we might ftill,’
updn a fecond trial, ‘perhaps find it infufficient.
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CHAP IX

Obfervations and diredions for facilitating the paflage
~of our future Cruifers round Cape Hor».

double Capc Horn, and to which is to be imputed the dif-
appointment (recited in the foregoing chapter) of falling in
with Terra del Fuego, when wé ‘reckoned ourfelves above a hun~
dred Ieagues to the weftward of that whole coaft, and confcquent-
ly well advanced into the Pacifick Ocean ;. this unfeafonable naviga-
tion, Ifay, to which we were neceffitated by our too late departure
from England, was the fatal fource of all. the misfortunes we after-
wards encountered. For from hence proceeded the feparation of:
our fhips, the deftrution of our people, the ruin of.our project on
Baldivia, and of all our other views on the Spanifh placcs, and the
redu®ion of our fquadron from the formidable condition in which.
it pafled Streights Le- Maire, to a couple of (hattered half manned
cruifers and a floop, fo- far difabled, that in maoy climates. they
fcarcely durft have put to fea. 'To.prevent therefore,. as much as.
in me lies, all thips hereafter bound to the South-Seas from fuffer~.
ing the fame calamities, I think it my duty to infert in this place
fuch diretions and obfervations, as either my own experienct and re-
fletion, or the converfation of the moft {kilful Navigators on. board'
the fquadron could furnith me with, in relation to the moft eligible
manner-of doubling Cape Horn, whether in regard to. the feafon of:
the year, the courfe proper to be fteered, or'the places of wfreﬂ:-
ment both on the Eaft and Weft-fide of Sowth. dmerica. - - :
And firft with regard to the proper place for refrelhmem on the-
Eaft-fide of South-America.. For this purpofe the Iland of s!st-

therine's has been ufually recommended by former writers, and en,
thier.

TH E improper feafon of the year in which we attémpted to



(8s5)
their faith we put in there, as has been formerly menuoned But
the treatment we met with, and the fmall ftoke of refrefhments we
could procure there, are fufficient reafons to render all fhips for
the future cautious, how they truft themfelves in the government
of Don ofe Sylva de Paz; for they may certainly depend on having
their ftrength, condition and defigns bgtrayed to the Spaniards, as
far as the knowledge, the Governor can procure of thefe partiulars,
will give him leave. And as this treacherous conduct is .infpired
by the views of private gain, in. the illicit commerce carried on to
the river of Plgte, rather than by any national affeion which the
Portugusfe bear the Spaniards; the fame perfidy may perhaps be ex-
pedted from moft of the Governors of the Brazi/ coaft ;. fince thefe
fmuggling engagements are doubtlefs very extenfive and general.
And though the Governors fhould themfelves deteft fo faithlefs a
_procedure, yet as fhips are perpetually pafling from fome or other
of the Brazil ports to the river of Plate, the Spaniards could
“fcarcely fail of recciving, by this means, cafual intelligence of ariy
Britifb fhips upon the coaft ; whicki,” however imperfe& fuch in-
telligence might be, would prove of dangerous import to the views
and interefts of thofe cruifers who were thus difcovered..

For the Spanifb trade in the South-Seas nmmng ‘all in one track
from North to South, with very little deviation to the eaftwad or
weftward, it is in the power of two or three cruifers, properly
ftationed in different parts of this track, to poffefs themfelves of
every fhip that puts to fea: But this is only fo long as they can
eontinue concealed from the neighbouring coeaft; for the inftant an
enemy is known to: be in thofe feas, all navigation is prohibited, and
eonfequently all captures. are at an end ; fince the Spaniardi, well
apprized of thefe advantages of the enemy, fend exprefles along
the coaft, and lay a general embargo. on all their trade; a meafure
which they prudentially forefee, will not only prevent theic veffels
being taken,:but will foon lay any cruifers, who have. not ftrength
fufficient to ‘attempt their places, under a neceffity of returning

home. Hence then appears the great importance of cogggaling all
sians.
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exwpeditions of this kind ; and hence too it follows, how extremely
prejudicial that intelligence may prove, which is given by the Por-
tugucfe Governors to the Spaniards; in ‘telation t& the ‘defigns of
fhips touching at the ports of Brazil. ’

* However, notwithftanding the inconveéniencies we have mention-
ed of touching on the coaft of Brazil, it will oftentimes happen,
that thips bound round Cape Horn will be obliged to call there for
a fupply of wood and water, and other refrethments. 1In this cafe
St. Catherine'’s is’ the laft place I would recommerd, both as the
proper animals for a live ftock at fea, as hogs, theep and fowls can-
not be procured there, (for want ef which we found ourfzlves great.
ly diftrefldd, by being reduced to Kve almoft entir w00 (1t provia
fions) anc alfo becaufe from its being nearer. the rivlght’ Flate than
many of their other fettlements, the inducements and conveniencies
of betraying us are 'much ftronger. The place I would recom.
mend is Rio Janeiro, where two of our fquadron putin after they
were feparated from us in paffing Gape Horn; for here, as I have
been informed by one of the Gentlemen on board thofe thips, any
quantity of hogs and poultry may be procured, and this place be-
ing more diftant from the river of Plate, the difficulty of intelli-
gence is fomewhat inhapced, and confequently the chance of con-
tinuing there undifcovered, in fome degree ‘augmented. Other
meafures, which may effeGually obviate all thefe embarrafiments,
fhall be confidered more at large hereafter.

I next proceed to the confideration of the proper courfe to be
ficered for doubling Cape Horn. And here, I think, I am fufficiently
authorized by our own fatal experience, and by a careful comparifon
and examination of the journals of former Navigators, to give this
piece of advice, which in prudence I think ought never to be de-
parted from : That is, that all fhips ‘bound to the South-Seas, in-
ftead of pafling through Streights Le Maire, fhould conftantly pats
to the eaftward of Staten-land, and thould be invariably beatvon
running to the fouthward, as far as the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees,

befow endeavour to ftand to the weftward ;' and that when they
J
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are got into that latitude, they fhould then make fure of fufficient
wefting, before they once think of fteering to the northward.

But as .directions dxamcmcally oppofite to thefe have been for-
merly given by other writers, it is incumbent on me to produce my
reafons for each part of this maxim. And firft, as to the paffing to
the eaftward of Staten-land. Thofe who have attended to the rifque
we ran in paffing Streights Le Maire, the danger we were in of be-
ing driven upon Staten-lond by the current, wheén though we
happily efcaped .being put thore, we were yet carried to the
eaftward of that Ifland : Thofe who refle&t on this, and on the like
accidents which have happened to other thips, will furely not efteem
it prudent to pafs through Streights Le Maire, and run the rifquc
of fhripwreck, and after all find themfelves no farther to the weft-
ward (the only reafon hitherto given for this pm&xcc) than they
might have been in the fame tims,. by a fecure navigation in an
open fea. ’

And next, as to the direGtions 1 have given for 1 running into the
latitude of 61 or 62 South, before any endeavour is made to ftand
to the weftward : The reafons for this precept are, that in all pro-
bability the violence of the currents will be hereby avoided, and the
weather will prove lefs tempeftuous and uncertain. This Jaft cir-
cumftance we ourfelves experienced moft remarkably ; for after we
had unexpectedly fallen in with the land, as has been mentioned in
the preceding chapter, we ftood away to the fouthward. to run clear
of it, and were no fooper advanced into fixty degrees or upwards,
but 'we met with much better weather, and fmoother water than
in any other part of the whole paffage: The air indeed was very
cold and fharp, and we had ftrong gales, but they were fteady and
uniform, and we had at the fame time funfhine and a clear fky ;
whereas in the lawer latitudes, the winds every now and then in-
termitted, as it were, to recover new ftrength, and then returned
fuddenly in the moft violent gufts, thrcatenmg at cach blaft the lofs
of our mafts, which muft have ended in our certain deftruction.’
And that the currents in this high latitude would be of much:lefs

, efficacy
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cfficacy than nearer the land, feems to be evinced from thefe con-
fiderations, that all currents run with greater violence near the thore
than at fea, and that at great diftances from fhore they are fcarcely
perceptible : Indeed the reafon of this feems fufficiently obvious, if
we confider, that conftant currents are, in all probability, produced
by conftant winds, the wind driving before jt, though with a flow
and imperceptible motion, a large body of water, which being ac-
cumulated upon any coaft that it meets with, muft efcape along
the fhore by the endeavours of its furface, to reduce itfelf to the
fame level with the reft of the Ocean. And it is reafonable to
fuppofe, that thofe violent gufts of wind which we experienced
near the fhore, fo very different from what we found in the lati-
tude of fixty degrees and upwards, may be owing to a fimilar
caufe ; for a wefterly wind almoft perpetually prevails in the
fouthem part of the Pacifick Ocean : And this current of air be-
"ing interrupted by thofe immenfe hills called the Andes, and by the
mountains on Terra del Fuego, which together bar up the whole
country to the fouthward as far as Cape Horn, a part of it only can
force its way over the tops of thefe prodigious precipices, whilft the
reft muft naturally follow the diretion of the coaft, and muft range
down the land to the fouthward, and fweep with an impetuous and
irregular blaft round Cape Horn, and the fouthermoft part of Terra
del Fuego. However, not to rely on thefe fpeculations, we may, I
believe, eftablifh, as inconteftible, thefe matters of fa@, that both
the rapidity of the currents, and the violence of the weftern gales,
are lefs fenfible in the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees, than nearer the
thore of Terra del Fuego.

But though I am fatisfied both from our own experience, and the
relations of other Navigators, of the importance of the precept I
here infift on, that of running into the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees,
before any endeavours are made to ftand to the weftward; yet I
would advife no fhips hereafter to truft fo far to this management,
as to negle@ another moft effential maxim, which is the making this

paﬁ'age in the height of fummer, that is, m the months of Deccmber
and
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and Fanuary ; and the more diftant the time of paffing is taken from
this feafon, the more difaftrous it maybe reafonablyexpected to prove.
Indeed, if ‘the mere violence of the weftern winds be confidered,
the time of our paflage, which was about the Equinox, was per-
haps the moft unfavourable of the whole year ; but then it muft be
remembered, that independent of the winds there are in the depth
of winter many other inconveniencies to be apprehended, which
are almoft infuperable : For the feverity of the cold, and the fhort-
nefs of the days, would render it impraéticable at that feafon to
run fo far to the fouthward as is bere recommended ; and the fame
reafons would greatly augment the alarms of failing in the neigh-
bourhood of an unknown fhore, dreadful in its appearance in the
midft of {ummer, and would make a winter navigation on this
coaft to be, of all others, the moft difmaying and terrible. As I
would therefore advife all thips to make their paffage in December
and Jfanuary, if pofiible ; fo I would warn them never to attempt
the doubling Cape Horn, from the eaﬁward after the month of
March. .

And now as to the remaining conﬁdcratxon, that is, the propereft
port for cruifers to refreth at on their firft arrival in the Sousb-Seas :
On this head there is. fcarcely any choice, the Ifland of Fuan Fer-
nandes being the only place that can be prudently recommended for
this purpofc For though there are many ports on the weftern fide
of Patagonia, between the Streights of Magellan and the Spanifh
fettlements (a plan of one of which, I.fhall infert in the courfe of
this work) where fhips -might ride in great fafety, might recruit
théir wood and water, and might procure fome few refrefhments ;

-yet that coaft is in itfelf fo dangerous from its numerous rocks and
breakers, and from the violence of the weftern winds, which
blow conftantly full upon it, that it is by no means advifeable to
fall in with that land, at leaft till the roads, channels and anchorage
in cach part of it are accurately furveyed, and both the penls and
fhelter it abounds with are.more da(lmétly known

N Thus
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Thus having given the beft directions in my power for the fuccefs
of our cruifers, who may be hereafter bound to the Sowzh-Seas ; it
might be expected that I thould again refume the thread of my nar-
ration. Yet as both in the preceding and fubfequent parts of this
work, I have thought it my duty not only to recite all fuch faéts,
and to inculcate fuch maxims as had the leaft appearance of proving
beneficial to future Navigators, but alfo occafionally to recommend
{uch meafures to the Public, as I conceive are adapted to promote
the fame laudable purpofe ; I cannot defift from the prefent fubject,
without befeeching thofe to whom the condu& of our naval affairs
is committed, to endeavour to remove the many pcrplexmcs and
embarraffments with which the ngvigation to the South-Seas is, at
prefent, neceflarily encumbered. An effort of this kind could not
fail of proving highly henourable to themfelves, and extremely
beneficial to their country. For it feems to be fufficiently evident,,
that whatever improvements navigation fhall receive, either by the
invention of methods that (hall render its practice lefs hazardous,,

.or by the more accurate delineation of the coafts, roads and ports
already known, or by the difcovery of new nations, or mew fpecies
of commerce ; it feems, I fay, fufficiently evident, thut by what-.
ever means navigation is promoted, the conveniencics hence arifing
muft ultimately redound to the emolument ‘of Great Britain..
Since astour fleets are at prefent fuperior to thofe of the whole
world united ; it muft be a matchlefs degree of fupinenefs or mean~
fpmtcdnefs, if we permitted any of the advantages which new dif-

" coveries, or 4 more extended nawgntwn may ﬁrome to mankmd
to be ravifhed from us. L

As therefore it appears that all our ﬁ;ﬂarc exptdmonswithe Soutb.
Seas muft sun a cenfiderable ‘rifqu¢ of proving abortivé, whilft in
our paffage thithier, we are under the neceffity of touching'st Braz/ 5
the difcovéry of fome place more to the fouthward;. wim:eaﬂn s
might refrefh and fupply themfelyes with the neceflasy: Moek
for their voyage round Cape Herm, would be an cxpa&enh%lch
would relieve us from this embarraﬁ'ment, and would furely be a

- natter
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matter worthy of the attention of the public. Nor does this feem
difficult to be effe¢ted. For we have already the imperfect know-
ledge of two places, which might perhaps, on examination, prove
extremely convenient for this purpofe : One of them is Pepys's
Ifland, in the latitude of 47° South, and laid down by Dr. Halley,
about eighty leagues to the eaftward of Cape Blanco, on the coaft
of Patagonia ; the other is Falkland’s Ifles, in the latitude of 51° 4
lying nearly South of Pegys's Ifland. 'The firft of thefc was dif-
covered by Captain Cowky, in his Voyage round the World in the
year 1686 ; who reprefents it as a commodious place for fhips to
wood and water at, and fays, it is provided with a very good and
capacious harbour, where a thoufand fail of fhips might ride at
anchor in great fafety ; that it abounds with fowls, and that as the
thore is either rocks or fands, it feems to promife great plenty. of
fith. The fecond place, or Falkland’s Ifles, have been feen by ma-
ny thips both French and Englifb, being the land laid down by Fre-
zier, in his Chart of the extremity of South Awmerica, under the
title of the New Iflands. Wood} Rogers, who run along the N. E.
coaft of thefe Ifles in the year 1708, tells us, that they extended
about two degrees in length, and appeared with gentle defcents
from hill to hill, and feemed to be good ground, interfperfed with
woods, and not deftitute of harbours. Either of thefe places, as
they are Iflands at a confiderable diftance from the Continent, may
be fuppofed, from their latitude, to lic in a climate fufficiently
temperate. It is true, they aré too little known to be at prefent
recommended as the moft eligible places of refrethment for fhips
bound to the fouthward: But'if the Admiralty thould think it ad-
vifeable to order them to be furveyed, which may be done at a
_very fmall expence, by a veflel fitted out on purpofe; and if, on
this examination, one or both of thefe places fhould appear proper
for the purpofe intended, it “is fcarcely to be conceived, of what
prodigious import a convenient ftation might prove, fituated fo far
to the fouthward, and fo near Cape Horn. The Duke and Duch-
efs. of Briflol were but thirty-five days from thexr lofing fight of
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land’s Hles to their arrival at fuan Fernandes in the South-Seas -
And as the returning back is much facilitated by the weftern winds,
I doubt not but a voyage might be made from Falkland's Ifles to
Fuan Fernandes and back again, in a little more than two months.
This, even in time of peace, might be of great confequence to
this Nation ; and, in time of war, would make us mafters of
thofe feas.

And as all difcoveries of this kind, though extremely honourable
to thofe who direct and promote them, may yet be carried on at
an inconfiderable expence, fince fiall veflels are much the pro-
pereft to be employed in this fervice : It were to be withed, that
the whole coaft of Patagonia, Terra del Fuego, and Staten-land,
were carefully furveyed, and the numerous channels, roads and har-
bours with which they abound, were accurately examined. This
might open to us facilities of paffing into the Pacifick Qcean, which
as yet we may be unacquainted with, and would render all that
fouthern navigation infinitely fecurer than at prefent; particularly,.
an exact draught of the Weft coaft of Patagoma, from the Streights
‘of Magellan to the Spanifb fettlements, might perhaps furnith us
with better and more convenient ports for refrethment, and better
fituated for the purpofes cither of war or commerce, and above a
fortnight’s fail nearer to Falkland's Iflands, than the Ifland of Fuen
Fernandes. 'The difcovery of this coaft hath formerly been thoughe
of {uch confequence, by reafon of its neighbourhood to the Araucos.
and other Chilian Indians, who. are generally at war, or at leaft on.
ill terms with their Spanifk neighbours, that Sir-fobn Narborough
was purpofely fitted out in' the reign of King Charles II, to furvey
the Streights of Magelhn, the neighbouzing coaft of Patagonia,
and the Spam/b ports on that frontier, with dire&ions,. if ‘poffible,
to procure fome intercourfe with the Chilian Indians, and~ to efta-
blith a commerce and a lafting correfpondeénce. with them. His.
Maijefty’s views in employing Sir Yohn Narboreugh-in thuwxpedn-
tion, were not folely the advantage he might hope to regeive flom
the alliance of thofe favages, in reftraining: and mtxrmdatm&ﬂn
Crown of Spain ; but he conceived, that, irdependent of thole mo-
tives, the immediate traffick with thefe Judians might prove ex
© |, temely
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tremely advantagious to the Engli/b Nation. For it is well known,
that at the firlt difcovery of Chi/i by the Spaniards, it abounded
with vaft quantities of gold, much beyond what it has at any time
produced, fince it has'been in their poffeflion. And hence it has
been generally believed, that the richeft mines are carefully con-
cealed by the Indians, as well knowing that the difcovery of. them
would only excite in the Spaniards a greater thirft for conqueft
and tyranny, and would render their own independence more pre-
carious. But with refpe to their commerce with th® Engli/s, thefe
reafons would no longer influence them ; fince it would be in our
power to furnifh them with arms and ammuanition of all kinds, of
which they are extremely defirous, together with many other con--
veniencies which their intercourfe with the Spaniards has taught
them to relith. They would then, in all probability, open their
mines, and gladly embrace a traffick of fuch mutual convenience
to both Nations; for then their gold, inftead of proving an incite-
ment to enflave them, would procure them weapons to affert their
liberty, to chaftife their tyrants, and to fecure themfslves for ever
from the Spanifb yoke ; whilft with our afliftance, and under our
protection, they might become a confiderable people, and might
fecure to us that wealth, which formerly by the Houfe of Aufria,.
and lately by the Houfe of Boarban, has been moft mifchievoufly
lavithed in the purfuit of univerfal Monarchy.

It i§ true, Sir fohn Narborough did not fucceed in opening this
commerov, which in appearance promifed fo many advantages to-
this Nation. However, his difappointment was merely accidental,
and his tranfa&ions upon that coaft (befides the many valuable
improvements he furnithed to geography and navigation), are rather
an encoaragement for future trials of this kind, than any ebjection
againft-them ; his principal misfortune being the lofing company of
a fmall bark which attcnded him, and having fome of his people
trapanned at Baldivia. However, it appearcd, by the précautions
and fear of the Spaniards, that they were fully convinced- of the
practicability of .the fcheme he was fent to execute, aud.extremelf§

. ‘ alarmed



(94)

alarmed with the apprehenfion of its confequences. It is faid,
that his Majefty King Charles the Second was fo far prepofleffed
with the belief of the emoluments which might redound to the
public from this eipeditiun, and was fo eager to be informed of
the event of it, that having intelligence of Sir Fobn Narborough's
paffing through the Downs on his return, he had not patience
to attend his arrival at Court, but went himfelf in his barge to
Graveferd to mzget him.

-To facilitate as much as poffible any attempts of this kind, which
may be, hereatter undertaken, I have, in the annexed plate, given
a chart of that part of the world, as far as it is hitherto known,
which I flatter myflf is in fome refpe@s much correcter than any
which has been yet publithed. To evince which, it may be necef-
fary to mention what materials I have principally made ufe of,
and what changes I have introduced different from other authors.

The two moft celebrated charts hitherto publithed of the fouther-
moft part of South America, are thofe of Dr. Halley, in his
general chart of the magnetic variation, and of Frezier in his
voyage to the South-Scas. But befides thefe, there is a chart of the
Streights of Magellan, and of fome part of the adjacent coaft, by
Sir fobn Narborough, above-mentioned, which is doubtlefs infinitely
.exalter in that part than Frezier's, and in fome refpeés fuperior
to Halley's, particularly in what relates to the longitudes of the
different parts of thofe Streights. ‘The coaft from Cape Blanco to
Terra del Fuego, and thence to Streights Le Maire, we were in
fome meafure capable of correéting by our own obfervations, as
we ranged that fhore generally in fight of land. The pofition of
the land to the northward of the Streights of Magellan, on the
Weft fide, is doubtlefs laid down in our chart but very imperfeily ;
and yet I believe it to be much nearer the truth than what has
hitherto been done: As it is drawn from the information of fome
of the Wager's crew, who were fhipwrecked on that fhore, and
afterwards coafted it down ; and as it agrees pretty nearly with ‘the
defcription of fome Spanifh manufcripts 1 have feen. The Chan-
4 " . pel
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nel dividing Terra del Fuego is drawn from Frezier ; but Siv Francis
Drake, who firft difcovered Cape Horn, and the S. W. part of”
Terra del Fuego, obferved that whole coaft to be divided by a great
number of inlets, all which he conceived did communicate with
the Streights of Magellan. And I doubt not, that whenever this
country is thorougly examined, this circumftance will be verified,
and Terra del Fuego will be found to confift of feveral Iflands.

And having mentioned Frezier {o often, I muft not omit warn-
ing all future Navigators, againft relying on the longitude of
Streights Le Maire, or of any part of that coaft, laid down in his
chart ; the whole being from 8 to 10 degrees too far to the eaft-
ward, if any faith can be given to the concurrent evidences of a
great number of journals, verified in fome particulars by aftrono-
mical obfervation. For inftance, Sir Fobu Narborough places Cape
Virgin Mary in 65° : 42" of Weft longitude from the Lizard, that
is in about 71°} from London. And the fhips of our {quadron, who
took their departure from St. Casberine’s (where the longitude was
rectificd by an obfervation of the eclipfe of the moon) found Cape
Virgin Mary to be from 70°%, to 723 from London, according
to their different reckonings: And fince there were no circum-
ftances in our run that could render it confiderably erroneous, it
cannot be efteemed in lefs than 71 degrees of Weft longitude 3
whereas Frezier lays down in lefs than 66 degrees from Paris,
that is lithe more than 63 degrees from London, which is doubtlefs
8 degrees fhort of its true quantity. Again, our {quadron found -
Cape Virgin Mary and Streights Le Maire to be not more than 2°;
different in longitude, which in Frezier are diftant near 4 degrees ;
fo that not only the longitude of Cape St, Bartholomew is laid down
in him near 10 dcgrees too little, but the coaft from the Streights
of Magellan to Streights Le Maire, is enlarged to near double its
real extent.

But to have done with Frezier, whofe errors, the impertance of
the fubje@, and not a fondefs for cavilling; has obliged me to
remark, (though his treatment of Dr. Hallzy might, on the prefent

" occafion,
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occafion, authorize much feverer ufage) I muft, in the next place,
relate wherein the chart I have here inferted differs from that of
our learned countryman laft mentioned.

It is well known that this Gentleman was fent abroad by the
Public, to make fuch geographical and aftronomical obfervations,
as might facilitate the future pra@ice of navigation, and particu-
larly to determine the variation of the compafs in fuch places as he
fhould touch at, and if poffible, to afcertain its general laws and
affections. Thefe things Dr. Halley, to his #nmortal reputation and
the honour of our Nation, in good meafure accomplithed, efpe-
cially with regard to the variation of the compafs, a fubject of all
others, thc moft interefting to thofe employed in the art of navi-
gation. He likewife corrected the pofition of the coaft of Brazil,
which had been very erroncoufly laid down by all former Hydro-
graphers ; and from a judicious comparifon of the obfervations of
others, he happily fucceeded in fettling the geography of many .
confiderable places, where he had not himfelf been. So that the
chart he compofed, with the variation of the needle marked there-
on, being the refult of his labours on this fubje®, was allowed by
all Eurgpe to be far compleater in its geography than any that had
till then been publithed, whilft it was at the fame time moft fur-
prizingly exa® in the quantity of variation affigned to the different
parts of the globe; a fubject fo very intricate and perplexing, that all
general determinations about it had been ufually deemed impoflible.

But as the only means he had of correing the fituation of
thofe coafts, where he did not touch himfelf, were the obfer-
vations of others ; when thofe obfervations were wanting, or
were inaccurate, it was no xmputamon on his_fkill, that his de-
cifions were- defective. And this upon ‘the beft’ companfon I
have been able to make, is the cafe.with rggard to that part
of his chart, which contains the South-coaft of South America.
For though the coaft of Braz:/, and the oppoﬁtc codft of Peru
on the South-Seas are laid down, I prefume, with th¢ eateft
accuracy ; yet from about the river of Plate on the' fide,
and its oppofite point on the Weft, the coaft graduaﬂy tIeclmes
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teo much to the weftward, fo as at the Streights of Magellan to be,
as I conceive, about fifty leagues removed from its true pofition :
At leaft, this is the refult of the obfervations of our fquadron,
which agree extremely well with thofe of Sir Jobu Narborough. 1
muft add, that Dr. Halley has, in the Philofophical Tranfactions,
given the foundation on which he has proceeded, in fixing Port
St. Fulianin 76°% of Weft longitude: which the concurrent journals
of our fquadron place from 70°% to 71°%. This he tells us, was
an obfervation of an eclipfe of the moon, made at that place by
Mr. ?ood, then Sir fobn Narborough's Lieutenant, and which is
faid to have happened there at eight in the evening, on the 18th of
September, 1670. But Captain #od’s journal of this whole voyage
under Sir Jfobn Narborough is fince publifhed, together with this
obfervation, in which he determines the longitude of Port St. Fu-
fian to be 73 degrees from London, and the time of the eclipfe to
have been very different from Dr. Halley's account. But the num-
bers he has given arc fo faultily prmted that nothing can be deter-
mined from them.

To what I have already mentioned with-regard to the chart here-
unto annexed, I fhall only add, that to render it more compleat, I
have inferted thercin the route of our fquadron, and bave delineated,
in the paffage round Cape Horn, both the real track which we de-
fcribed, and the imaginary track exhibited by our reckoning, whence
the violence of the currents in that part of the world, and the enor-
mous deviations which they produce, will appear by infpe&tion. And
that no material article might be omitted in this important affair, the
foundings on the coaft of Patagonia, and the variation of the mag-
netic needle, are annexed to thofe parts of this track, where, by
our obfervations, we found them to be of the quantity there fpe-

cined.
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CHAP X
From Cape NVoir to the Ifland of fwan Fernandes.

FTER the mortifying difappointment of falling in with
the coaft of Terra del Fuego, when we efteemed ourfelves
ten degrees to the weftward of it; as hath been at large

recited in the eighth chapter, we ftocd away to the S. W. till the
" 22d of April, when we were in upwards of 609 of South lati-
tude, and by our account near 69 to the weftward of Cape Noir ;,
in this run, we had a feries of as favourable weather, as could well be
expetted in that part of the world, even in a better feafon: So that
this interval, fetting the inquietude of our thoughts afide, was by
far the moft eligible of any we enjoyed from Streights Le Maire to
the Weft coaft of America. This moderate weather continued
with little variation till the 24th; but on the 24th, in the evening
the wind began to blow frefh, and foon encreafed to a prodigious.
ftorm ; and the weather being extremely thick, about midnight we
loft fight of the other four thips of the {quadron, which, notwith-
ftanding the violence of the preceding ftorms had hitherto kept in
company with us. Nor was this our fole misfortune ; for, the next
morning, endeavouring to hand the top-fails, the clew-lines and
bunt-lines broke, and the fheets being half flown, every feam in the-
top-fails was foon {plit from top to bottom, and the main top-fail
fhook fo ftrongly in the wind, that it carried away the top lanthorn,
and endangered the head of the maft ; however, at length fome of
the moft daring of our men ventured upon the yard, and cut the fail
away clofe to the reefs, though with the utmoft hazard of their lives.
Whilft at the fame time, the foretop-fail beat about the yard with fo.
much fury, that it was foon blown to pieces; nor was our attention:
to our top-fails our fole employments, for the main-fail blew loofe,,
4 which
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which obliged us to lower down the yard to fecure the fail, and the
fore-yard being likewife lowcred, we lay too under a mizen : In this
ftorm befides the lofs of our top-fails, we had much of our rigging
broke, and loft a main ftudding-fail-boom out of the chains.

On the 25th, about noon, the weather became more moderate,
which enabled us to {fway up our yards, and to repair, in the beft
manner we could, our fhattered rigging ; but ftill we had no fight
of the reft of our fquadron, nor indeed were we joined by any of
them again, till after our arrival at fuan Fernandes; nor did any
two of them, as we have fince learned, continue in company toge-
ther : This total and almoft inftantaneous feparation was the more
wonderful, as we had hitherto kept together for feven weeks,
through all the reiterated tempefts of this turbulent climate. It
muft indeed be owned, that we had hence room to expect, that
we might make our paffage in a fhorter time, than if we had con-
tinued together, becaufe we could now make the beft of our way
without being retarded by the misfortunes of the other fhips ; but
then we had the melancholy refle¢tion, that we ourfelves were herc-
by deprived of the affiftance of others, and our fafety would dc-
pend upon our fingle thip ; fo thatif a plank ftarted, or any other
accident of the fame nature fhould take place, we muft all irrecov-
erably perith ; or thould we be driven on fhore, we had the uncom-
fortable profpeét of ending our days on fomec defolate coaft, with-
out any re.fonable hope of ever getting off again : Whereas with
another fhip in company, all thefe calamities are much lefs formi-
dable, fince in every kind of danger, there would be fome proba-
bility that one fhip at leaft might efcape, and might be capablc of
preferving or relieving the crew of the other.

The remaining part of this month of 4pr#/ we had generally hard
gales, although we had been every day, fince the 22d, edging to
the northward ; however, on the laft day of the month, ive flat-
tered ourfelves with the expectation of foon terminating all our fuf-
ferings, for we that day found ourfelves in the latitude of 5¢°: 13,
which being to the northward of the Streights of Mugellan, we were
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aflured that we had compleated our paffage, and had arrived in the
confines of the fouthern Ocean ; and this Ocean being denominated
Pacifick, from the equability of the feafons which are faid to pre-
vail there, and the facility and fecurity with which navigation is
there carried on, we doubted not but we fhould be fpeedily cheared
with the moderate gales, the fmooth water, and the temperate air
for which that trac of the globe has been fo renowned. And un-
der the influence of thefe pleafing circumftances, we hoped to ex-
perience fome kind of compenfation, for the complicated miferies,
which had fo conftantly attended us for the laft eight weeks. But
here we were again difappointed ; for in the fucceeding month of
May, our fufferings rofe to a much higher pitch than they had ever
yet done, whether we confider the violence of the ftorms, the fhat-
tering of our fails and rigging, or the diminifhing and weakening
of our crew by deaths and ficknefs, and the probable profpect of
our total deftruction. All this will be fufficiently evident, from the
following circumftantial account of our diverfified misfortunes.

Soon after our pafling Streights Le Muaire, the fcurvy began to
make its appearance amongft us; and our long continuance at fea,
the fatigie we underwent, and the various difappointments we met
with, had occafioned its fpreading to fuch a degree, that at the lat-
ter end of April, there were but few on board who were not in
fome degree afilicted with it, and that month no lefs than forty-
three dicd of it on board the Centurion. But though we thought
that the diftemper had then rifen to an extraordinary height, and
were willing to hope, that as we advanced to the northward, its.
malignity would abate, yct we found on the contrary, that in the
month of May we loft near double that number : And as we did
not get to land till the middle of fuze, the mortality went on in-
creafing, and the difeafe extended itfelf fo prodigioufly, that after
the lofs of above two hundred men, we could not at laft mufter
more than {ix fore-maft men in a watch capable of duty.

This.
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This difeafe {o frequently attending long voyages, and fo particu-
larly deftructive to us, is furely the moft fingular and unaccountable
of any that affe@s the human body: Its fymptoms are incon-
ftant and innumerable, and its progrefs and effects extremely irre-
gular; for fcarcely any two perfons have complaints exaétly refem-
bling each other, and where there hath been found fome conformity
in the fymptoms, the order of their appcarance has been totally dif-
ferent. However, tho’ it frequently puts on the form of many othcr
difeafcs, and is therefore not to be defcribed by any exclufive and
infallible criterions ; yet there are fome fymptoms which are more
general than the reft, and occurring the ofteneft, deferve a more
particular enumeration. Thefe common appearances are large dif-
coloured fpots difperfed over the whole furface of the body, fwelled
legs, putrid gums, and above all, an extraordinary laffitudc of the
whole body, efpecially after any exercife, however inconfiderable 3
and this laffitude at laft degenerates into a pronenefs to fwoon and
even die on the leaft exestion of ftrength, or evenon the leaft motion.

This difeafe is likewife ufually attended with a ftrange dejeGion
of the fpirits, and with fhiverings, trcmblings, and a difpofition to
be feized with the moft dreadful terrors on the {lighteft accident.
Indeed it was moft remarkable, in all our reiterated cxperience of
this malady, that whatever difcouraged our people, or at any time
damped their hopes, never failed to add new vigour to the diftem-
per; for it ufually kiiled thofe who were in the laft ftages of it,
and confined thofe to their haumocks, who were before capable of
fome kind of duty ; fo that it fcemed as if alacrity of mind, and
fanguine thoughts, were no contemptible prefervatives from its fatal
malignity. ;

But it is not eafy to compleat the long roll of the various con-
comitants of this difeafe ; for it often produced putrid fevers, pleu-
rifies, the jaundice, and violent rheumatick pains, and fometimes it
occafioned an obftinate coftivenefs, which was generally attended
with a difficulty of breathing ; and tlis was efteemed the moft
deadly of all the fcorbutick fymptoms: At other times the whole

body,
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budy, but more efpecially the legs, were fubject to ulcers of the
worft kind, attended with rotten bones, and fuch a luxuriancy of
fungous fleth, as yielded to no remedy. But a moft extraordinary
circumftance, and what would be fcarcely credible upon any fingle
evidence, is, that the fcars of wounds which had been for many
years healed, were forced open again by this virulent diftemper : Of
this, there was a remarkable inftance in one of the invalids on board
the Centurion, who had been wounded above fifty years before at
the battle of the Boyne ; for though he was cured foon after, and
had continued well for a great number of years paft, yet on his
bemg attacked by the fcurvy, his wounds, in the progrefs of his
difeafe, broke out afref®, and appeared as if they had never been
healed : Nay, what is ftill more aftonithing, the callous of a broken
bone, which had been compleatly formed for a long time, was found
to be hereby diflolved, and the fracture feemed as if it had never
been confolidated. Indeed, the effe&s of this difeafe were in almoft
every inftance wonderful ; for many of our people, though con-
fined to their hammocks, appeared to have no inconfiderable fhare
of health, for they eat and drank heartily, were chearful, and
talked with much fceming vigour, and with a loud ftrong tone
of voice; and yet, on their being the leaft moved, though it was
only from one part of the fhip to the other, and that too in their
hammocks, they have immediately expired ; and others, who have
confided in their feeming ftrength, and have refolved to get out of
their hammocks, have died before they could well reach the deck ;
nor was it an uncommon thing for thofe who were able to walk
the deck, and to do fome kind of duty, to drop down dead in an
inftant, on any endeavours to act with their utmoft effort, many
of our people having perithed in this manner during the courfe of
this voyage.

With this terrible difeafe we firuggled the greateft part of the
time of our beating round Cape Horr ; and though it did not then
rage with its utmoft violence, yet we buried no lefs than forty-
three men on board the Centurion, in th= month of April, as hath

been
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been already obferved, however, we ftill entertained hopes, that when
we thould have once fecured our paffage round the Cape, we fhould
put a period to this, and all the other evils which had {o conftantly
purfued us. But it was our misfortune to find, that the Pacifick
Ocean was to us lefs hofpitable than the turbulent neighbourhood of
Terra del Fuego and Cape Horn. For being arrived, on the 8th of
May, off the Ifland of Socoro, which was the firft rendezvous ap- °
pointed for the fquadron, and where we hoped to have met with
fome of our companions, we cruized for them in that ftation feveral
days. But here we were not only difappointed in our expectations
of being joined by our friends, and were thereby induced to favour
the gloomy fuggeftions of their having all perifhed ; but we were
likewife perpetually alarmed with the fears of being driven on fhore
upon this coaft, which appeared too craggy and irregular to give us
the leaft profped, that in fuch a cafe any of us could poffibly efcape
immediate deftruction. For the land had indeed a moft tremendous
afpe@ : The moft diftant part of it, and which appeared far within
the country, being the mouftains ufually called the Andes or Cor-
dilleras, was extremely high and covered with fnow ; and the coaft
itfelf feemed quite rocky and barren, and the water’s edge fkirted
with precipices. In fome places indeed we difcerned feveral deep:
bays running into the land, but the entrance inte them was gene-
rally blocked up by numbers of little Iflands ; and though it was
not improbable but there might be convenient fhelter in fome of
thofe bays, and proper channcls leading thereto; yet, as we were
utterly ignorant of the coaft, had we been driven afhore by the
weftern winds which blew almoft conftantly there, we did not ex-
pect to have avoided the lofs of our fhip and of our lives.

This continued peril, which lafted for above a fortnight, was
greatly aggravated by the difficulties we found in working the fhip ;
as the fcurvy had by this time deftroyed fo great a part of our
hands, and had in fome degree affected almolt the whole crew. Nor
did we, as we hoped, find the winds lefs violent, as we advanced
to the northward ; for we had often prodigious fqualls which fplit

our
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cur Lads, greatly damaged our rigging, and endangered our mafts.
Ipdecd, during the greateft part of the time we were upon this
coaft, the wind blew fo hard, that in another fituation, wherc we
had futlicient fea-room, we fhould certainly have lain too ; but in
the prefent exigency we were neceflitated to carry both our courfes
and top-fails, in order to keep clear of this lee-thore. In one of
thefe {qualls, which was attended by feveral violent claps of thunder,
a fudden flath of fire darted along our decks, which, dividing, ex-
ploded with a report like that of feveral piftols, and wounded many
of our men and officers as it paffed, marking them in different parts
of the body : This flame was attendcd with a ftrong fulphurous
ftdnch, and was doubtlefs of the fame nature with the larger and
more violent blafts of lightning which then filled the air.

It were endlefs to recite minutely the various difafters, fatigues
and terrors which we encountered on this coaft ; all thefe went on
encreafing till the 22d of May, at which time, the fury of all the
ftorms which we had hitherto encountered, feemed to be combined,
and to have confpired our deftruction. In this hurricane almoft all
our fails were fplit, and great part of our ftanding rigging broken ;
and, about eight in the evening, a mountainous over-grown fea took
us upon our ftarboard-quarter, and gave us fo prodigious a fhock,
that feveral of our fhrouds broke with the jerk, by which our mafts
were greatly endangered ; our ballaft and ftores too were fo ftrangely
thifted, that the thip heeled afterwards two ftreaks to port. Indeed
it was a moft tremendous blow, and we were thrown into the ut-

moft confternation from the applehcnﬁon of inftantly foundering ;
and though the wind abated in a few hours, yet, as we had no
more fails left in a condition to bend to our yards, the thip laboured
very much in a hollow fea, rolling gunwale too, for want of fail to
fteady her : So that we expetted our mafts, which were now, very
flenderly fupported, to come by the board  every moment. How-
ever, we exerted ourfelves the beft we could to firrup our fhrouds,
to reeve new lanyards, and-to mend our fails; but while thefe

ncceffary operations were carrying on, we ran great rifque of being
driven
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driven on fhore on the Ifland of Ch:ilee, which was not fur diftant
from us ; but in the midft of our peril the wind happily fhifted to
the fouthward, and we fteered off the land with the main-fail only,
the Mafter and myfelf undertaking the management of the helm,
while every one clfe on board was bufied in fecuring the matts,
and bending the fails as faft as they could be repaired. This was
the laft effort of that ftormy climate ; for in a day or two after, we
got clear of the land, and found the weather more moderate than
we had yet experienced fince our pafling Streights Le Maire.
And now having cruized in vain for more-than a fortnight in
queft of the other fhips of the fquadron, it was refolved to take
the advantage of the prefent favourable feafon and the offing we
had made from this terrible coaft, and to make the beft of our
way for the Ifland of §wan Fermandes. For though our next
rendezvous was appointed off the harbour of Baldivia, yet as we
had hitherto feen none of our companions at this firft rendezvous,
it was not to be fuppofed that any of them would be found at
the fecond : Indeed we had the greatcft reafon to fufpect, that
all but ourfelves had perifhed. Befides, we were by this time re-
duced to fo low a condition, that inftead of attempting to attack
the places of the enemy, our utmoft hopes could only fuggeft to
us the poffibility of faving the fhip, and fome part of the remain-
ing enfeebled crew, by our fpecdy arrival at Fuan Fernandes; for this
was the only road in that part of the world where there was any
probability’ of our recovering our fick, or refitting our veflel, and
confequently qur getting thither was the only chancc we had left
to avoid perifhing at fea.

Our deplorable fituation then allowing no room for deliberation,
we ftood for the Ifland of Fuan Fernandes ; and to fave time, which
was now extremely precious, (our men dying four, five and fix in
a day) and likewife to avoid being engaged again with a lce-fhore,
we refolved, if poffible to hit the Ifland upon a meridian.  And,
on the 28th of May, being nearly in the parallcl upon which it is

laid down, we had great expectations of fecing it : But not finding
P it
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it in the pofition in which the charts had taught us to expe it, we
began to fear that we had got too far to the weftward ; and there-
fore, though the Commodore himfelf was ftrongly perf{uaded, that
he faw it on the morning of the 23th, yet his Officers believing it
to be only a cloud, to which opinion the hazinefs of the weather
gave fome kind of countenance, it was, on a confultation, refolved
to ftand to the eaftward, in the parallel of the Ifland; as it was
certain, that by this courfe we thould either fall in with the lfland,
if we were already to the weftward of it; or fhould at leaft make
the main-land of Chil7, from whence we might take a new depar-
ture, and affure ourfelves, by running to the weftward afterwards,
of not mifling the Ifland a fecond time.

On the 3oth of May, we had a view of the Continent of Chi/;,
diftant about twelve or thirteen leagues; the land made exceeding
high and uneven, and appeared quite white ; what we faw being
doubtlefs a part of the Cordilleras, which are always covered with
fnow. Though by this view of the land we afcertained our pofi-
tion, yet it gave us great uneafinefs to find that we had fo needlefsly
altered our courfe, when we were, in all probability, juft upon the
point of making the Ifland ; for the mortality amongft us was now
encreafed to a moft dreadful degree, and thofe who remained alive
were utterly difpirited by this new difappointment, and the profpect
of their longer continuance at fea: Our water too began to grow
{carce ; fo that a general dejeCtion prevailed amongft us, which ad-
ded much to the virulence of the difcafe, and deftroyed numbers of
our beft men ; and to all thefe calamitics there was added this vex-
atious circumftance, that when, after having got a fight of the Main,
we tacked and ftood to the weftward in queft of the Ifland, we
were fo much delayed by calms and contrary winds, that it coft us
nine days to regain the wefting, which, when we ftood to the
eaftward, we ran down in two. In-this defponding condition,
with a crazy fhip, a great fcarcity of frefh water, and a crew fo
univerfally difcafed, that there were not above ten fore-maft men in
a watch Capablt. of doing duty, and even fome of thefe lame, and

1 unable
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unable to go aloft: Under thefe difheartening circumftances, we
‘tood to the weftward ; and, on the gth of fune, at day-break, we
st laft difcovered the long-withed for Ifland of Fuan Fernandes.
With this difcovery, I fhall clofe this chapter and the firft book,
after obferving (which will furnifh a very ftrong image of our unpa-
ralleled diftreffes) that by our fufpe@ing ourfelves to be to the weft-
ward of the Ifland on the 28th of May, and in confequence of
this, ftanding in for the Main, we loft between feventy and eighty of
our men, whom we fhould doubtlefs have faved had we made the
Ifland that day, which had we kept on our courfe for a few hours
longer we could not have failed to have done.

END o BOOK L











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































