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THE TAJ.

( FroM THE BENGALEE OF

Mr. P. N. Ray CHOWDHURY )
Bv DaireN K. SEN, M. A,

Ah pure and white as maidens love the minarets high
Oh stones hewn out of heart caress the sky ;

Is this the Taj ¢ ah, nay ; some yearning lover lonc’
Has built a magic shrine of marble-stone,

Oft carving out his bloody, burning heart

And freezing tears and sighs with frenzied art :
Love's emblem pure, love’s deathless sign

Oft in the cloister’s silent sigh

One hears a formless, longing cry—

My Life ! My Life ! Beloved mine !



A graceful widow blushes vain with fruitless fire :
Art thou her face ? Is this her bodied mad desire ?
In tow'rs and minarets haunt nymph and fairy

In magic forms and raiments airy ;

Within the mansions many a love-lorn bride
Seeking their long-lost lover’s hide,
Thelove-forsaken cuckor lilts their lay ;

World’s love-lost valentine

Cries drunk with bitter nectar-wine—

Ah, where’s my Life ¢ my dearest, say.



Ah,let me see ; O Taj, ah, let me turn and gaze on thee,
O mighty prince ! O monarch proud of memory !

Art thou astone or tragi= tale of tear and sigh ?
Perhaps here burning Radha in her passion high
Rememb’ring him of dusky grace and hue

Into the murky stream her goldon body threw,

And lo | her lotus-heart turned into marble-shrine ;
Ah, no ! perhaps some frenzied lover lone

Here daily moans in silent tone—

My Lifey my Life1 Beloved mine |



The moon light sends you nuptial robes of pearly dye
And sunshine burial balm, O sculptured sigh |

When nymph of morning starts her airy eight

Her smiles illume thy form in heavenly hight ;

The golden orb she daily carves anew

And builds a shrine of gold with evening-hue

Where reigns Beloved crowned for aye.

Thirsting to kiss the magic gold

Cries the longing lover bold—

Ah where’s my Life ¢ my dearest, say.



I0

Each marble breathes love’s fragrance pure,

O dream in white ) thou dost allure :

All men turn mad at sight of thee,

And love-less hearts begin to throb with glee :
Unlettered minds returned with all the fore

And hearts are purged that once were stained with gore.
How sweet, how plaintive is the call of valentine 1

Is this a picture or a poet’s paradise ¢

A madness pure or hunger-cries $—

My Life1 My Life | Beloved mine |



O Shrine of one | all hearts adore and worship thee.

O Taj t O banner of love’s victory !

Thus built the lover proud who knew no peer
A magic shrine that’s conquered time and tear :
Ah, ruin may seize this beaut’ous tomb,

The marble hall of bride may meet its doom,—
Heart’s huuger brought to life his valentine,

Yet croons a voice or form in heavy tone—

1t is the lone-lost lover lone—

My Life ! My Life ! Beloved mine !
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