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* “As in China, so_in Japan Buddbism
found strong rivals already in the field—
Shintoism, which is a combination of pature-
worship and ancestor-worship with the stravge
cult of the MiKADO and Confucianism which
is chiefly a moral code.”

Sunders ¥& STORY OF BUDDHISM.
CuartER VII. @By
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* *In China the wmost transcendental
religious duty clearly imposed by the sacred
texts is the duty of a pious king to meditate
after his accessich upon the virtues of his
father or great ancestor, and to réalize as
vividly .as possible, the image of his living
being.”

PRIMITIVE CIVILISATIONS,
VYoL. I, CaaprrER I

sy ARE wize wfuz wifars T sfeco,
SACRED BOOKS OF THE EAST VOL.
XXVIIIL, o 23> Qs Awaa
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* “Other Lamas and monks distinguished
for sanctity are burnt, and their ashes are
" either distributed as relics or preserved 1n
idols” or in small Dagabas. Kings, princes
and great men are also burnt and of course
with much ceremony and repetition of pray-
ers. Then for long time afterwards prayers
continue to be recited by the priests, the
object being to propitiate Yama, God of Death,
and to deliver the deceased from the possible
purgatorial torments of one of the hells,”

' Sir Monier Williams $ BUDDHISM.

Q@ g2 WA mive z3uttg—

+ “A piece of gold or silver is pluced
between the teeth to serve as ferry-money over
the Buddhists Styx—the terrible river ot death
which all deceased persons are compelled
to pass,”’ ‘
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* “Thus in Berar the aboriginal tribes,
which are as yet little touched by Brahmanic
doctrines, practise most elaborate and singular
obsequies known by a name which may be
accurately translated into the Irish term wake,
meaning a vigil. The ceremony includes that
very suggestive practice (kmown also to
Brahmanic rites) of bringing back to his house
the dead person’s soul, supposed to have lost
its home by the body’s death. A stone, or
some such object, is picked up at the grave,
and carried reverentially back to the house,
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where it is worshipped for a few azys, and then

decently disposed of. * * *

*Now the direct motive and purpose of these
earliest and most primitive mortuary rites are,
I believe, the laying of the ghost ; but from
the wailing adoration of these Non-Aryan
woodlanders, up to the ceremonious annual
oblations and invocations of the high-caste
Hindu, they are throughout more or less a kind

of worship.”
Sir, ALFRED C. LYALL %

ASIATIC STUDIES. Cuap. 1 323 |
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