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CHAP. XVIIL

O how canft thou renounce the bo ndlefs fiore

Of charms which Nature to her vot’ry yieldy !
The warbling woodland, the refounding fhore,

The pomp of groves, and garniture of fields ;

All that the genial ray ~f moinirgz gilds,
And all that cchoes to the fong of even,

All that the mountain’s fheltering bofom fhields,
Avd ul] the dread magnificence of heavea,
O how canft thou renounce, - and hope to be forgiven !

BearTik,

Tur intereft which the appearance and
behaviour of Mr. Powerfcourt had ex-
cired in lord Monteith’s mind had more
permanence than the fudden emotions
to which his difpofition was fubje& com-
monly poffeffed. His evanefcent im-

VoL, 11, 8 pulfes
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pulfes might generally ‘be compared to
the impreflion which a ftone makes upon
the cleaz furface of a glafly lake, which,
after having tu.med a few tremulous
circles, foon refumes its »atural tranquii-
lity. But on the prefent occafion he
thought of his good-tempered rival, as
he termed him, during moft pait of his
journey to Scotland , and, as neither a
whiftie nor a fong would always excite
new ideas, he frequently cxprefled him-
felf anxious to know whether the poor
fellow had fhot himfelf: « Yet I protet,
<« my dear Geraldine,” he added, « I
« do not laugh at him; for, upon my
« foul, if I were as’mifer.ble as he
« {eems to be, I fhould think of nothing
" ¢ byt driving out Cupid’s arrows with
s« 3 brace of bullets.”

As lLly Monteith’s endeavours to
divert her lord from [ufpefting M.

Powerfcourt’s attachment had proved
in-
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ineffetual, fhe determined, by that ful}
confidence which Mrs. Evan’; bad re-

ommended, to remove every fubje&
“of felf-condemnation from her own
Reart. After having bound his honour’
by a promife of fecrefy, fhe delivered
to him the letters with which I concluded
the laft Chapter; and fhe entreated him,
as the affair was too ferious for Jevity,
to avoid the diftrefling fubje& in their
future converfations,

Lord Monteith was a R.raﬁgcr to that
¢ green-eyed monfter which mocks the
meat it feeds on.” The preference
his lady had recently given hini was too
avowed, and her condudt, as well as her
principles, too correct to raife fufpicion
even in the heart of 2 Leontes. On the
contrary, Mr. Powerfgourt’s behaviour
excited his-warm efteem; and his frank
open difpoficion compelled him to ex--
claim, « I cannot think, Geraldine, why

B 2  you .
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¢ you preferred me to that noble fellow,
«¢ I hope he will live to come back to
¢ England, that T may thank Lim for
¢ giving me happin. s at the expcnce of
¢ his own repofe. Lect me wll you

¢ yery few young fellows of my ac-
¢¢ quaintance would have acted as he hay

¢ done.”,
¢« Tchope,” faid the countefs, while
heart-felt pleafure lighted up all the
charms of her intelligent face, ¢ that J
« fhall have the fatisfation of prefenting
¢ two fiiends to each other, highly de-
« ferving of mutual confidence. You
¢ fee I have requefted Henry’s corre-
¢ fpondence ; you, my lord, muft permit
#¢ me to communicate it to you; your
« fuperior knowledge of the chaiacter
# of your own fgx will enable me to dif-
¢ cover whether his travels are conducive
“ g0 his repofe; and you will affift my
% replies by pointing out fuch topics as
“« will



¢
A TALE OF THE TIiMLS, LY

« will prove meft effectual in promoting
s this end, ever remembering that the
« efteem and gratitude I noy .feel for
_J¢ him muft be fubfervient to the {tronger
« artachment whence they originated.”
Such were the fentiments of lady
Monteith ; and fuch is the conduét upon
which the mufe of hiftory and the mufe
of fiction alike delight to dwell. The
uncorrupted mind avows its divipe ori-
ginal, by recurring with fecret compla«
cency to the portrait of what is perfect,
fair, and good, “Though the depravity
of modern manners may obtain tranfi€nt
amufement from thofe highly-coloured
fcenes of guilt which the judgment con-
demns, the foul only finds conftant gra-
tification in contemplating the loveiy

pictures of innocence and ¥irtue.
When I recollect that the fubfequent
events of this hitory will lead my nar=
rative through many a painful fcene, [
B3 feem
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feem to fhrink with reludtance from the
difgufting tafk of defcribing fyftematic
villany-mining the outworks which de-
corum and r.jigion have placed around
female virtue, while the unfufpe&ing
heart becomes entangled by.fatanic guile
and inbred vanity. I feel that the part
moft analogous to my tafte, as well as
to my powers, would be to depicture
the anmable features of the human cha-
ralter {haded only by thofe lighter traits
of frailty from which the moft perfect
ftandard 6f human goodnefs is not ex-
empt. But, knowing that the unchrift-
ian morals of the prefent age ftrain their
affe@ed charity till they embrace vice,
while the moft glaring enormities are
gloﬁ'ed ovarby delicate fubterfuges; and
refined lchrahty cxpatlates on the good-
nefs -f the heart, while its pofieffor
breaks every precept in the decalogue ;
1 feel fimulated by an ardent, though

perhaps
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perhaps injudicious zeal, to lend my
feeble aid to ftop the torrent of enthu-
fiattic fentiment which darjngly me-
.maces that heaven-eretted edifice that
is predicted to furvive the wreck of
worlds,

Imprefled with this idea, I conceive
it poffible to ferve the caufe of principle,
by thowing through what devious un-
fufpeéted paths the human heart«may be
led to error; how eafily it may, by
youthful indifcret.ion, be, hurried down
the fteep defcent, till, Hazael-like, it
finks into the infamy which it once thud-
dered to name. Yet, retaining too much
native purity o be reconciled to its de-
graded ftate, and too much fenfibility to
ftifle refle@tion, it fhrinks ﬁcom Life" as
from an irfupportable burdei ; and the
morning which rofe in fplendor is clouded
by infuperable gloom before it attains
its meridian brightnefs, )

B 4 If
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If in the execution of, this defign the
pencil fhould fail, let Candour remember
the inteqgion, and excufe the unfkilful
painter.  Perkaps the imperfe& outling_
may induce fome (ujerior genius, more
converfant with life and manners, to ex-
ecute the inftructive fubjet with all the
glowing energy that its importance re-
quires.

I fhell gratify my own tafte by dwell-
ing a little longer on that part of lady
Monteith’s hiftory, when, unaffailed and
happy, fhe fpread delight and comfort
all around her, and her own heart de-
rived an allowable gratification from the
confcioufnefs of deferved applaufe. The
firlt four years of her married life were
unemblttcaed by reftlefs anxiety, cor-
rodmg dxfappomtment, or the ftill keener
pang. of felf-accufation. But, left my
readers fhould fuppofe that I am now
fallifying my own maxims, I fhall ex-

hibit
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hibit 2 curfory view of that period
which, though ‘it did not include any
great forrows or marked deviatfons from
- rectitude, ftill bore fome fainter marks.
of the penalty of Adam.

When the young countefs arrived at
Monteith, the was aftonithed at the
cruel ravages which time and negligence
had made in that venerable pile, Its
native magnificence, the fublime fea-
tures of the adjacent {cenery, every fpot
of which feemed by fome@ teaditionary
anecdote conne@ed with her lord’s fas
mily, and the attachment which the
peafantry, notwishftanding their extreme
wretchednefs, expreffed for the defcend-
ants of their old mafters, kmdled in her
mind an agreeable enthuli afaiz,and fhe
rejoiced in a diftinétiog which feemed
capable of uniting her own individual
happinefs with the general good: Though -
fhe continued to think that lady Made-

. ¥ lina
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lina carried her ideas of'hcrcditary con-
fcquenss\ to a ridiculous extent, a ge-
nerous heart would find a fair field to
gratify its nobleft paffions in the fupre- -
macy of a wide domain,. She feemed
never weary of wandering through the
romantic fcenery, ¢ Here,” faid fhe,
as fhe one day refted on the flope of a
green, hill, over-hung by a pine-clad
Pprecipice, ¢ I will build a neat little vil-
¢ lage. The houfes fhall all be white ;
% there thall ‘be a garden to each, and a
s¢ refidence in this agrecable fpot f(hall
¢ be the reward conferred upon fuch of
« my lord’s tenants as feem to fulfil
s¢ their duties with marked propriety.
«~I will frequently vifit them; I will be
o their'%{ﬂator, their inftpultor, their
s« phyfitian, and their friend. They
all look up to me with gratitude,
d my own heart fhall enjoy the pure
§Frecompence of con{cious bcncﬁcencc.
In
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In the improvements which fhe
planned at the caftle, the fame focial
and benevolent fpirit prevailed, though
here perhaps it received a more worldly
teint from the dangerous approximation
of vanity, * Thefe rooms,” faid the, « if
«« embellifhed in the grand Gothic ftyle,
¢ will fhame the feeble glitter of mo-
“ dern frippery. Every article of fur-
< niture fhall be mafly and fubﬁannal
¢ and convey an idea of general ufeful-
“ nefs rather than % felfifl? defire of ex-
+¢ hibiting the cold enjoyments of unim-
s parted wealth. My lord’s fortune is
« ample; I have gnade to ita confiderable
« addition: how infinitely fhall I prefer
“ fpending it upon this fpot, which has,
« a local claxm to our prcfcrchce, to
« fquandcrmc it in the ynvarying round
¢« of a Londoa life! Here, without feel-
« ing the pain of competition, expence
¢ may be Juﬂuﬁed by the motive of ema

“B6 « ploying
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« ploying induftry and ‘diffufing plea-
“ fure. I will cultivate the efteem of
« all m)r nieighbours by the moft winning
* attentions, The peculiarities which
s¢ entitle me to pre-eminence fhall not
“ give them uneafinefs, becaufe they
¢ fhall be uniformly exerted for their
« pleafure or amufement. Here, with-
“« out'pbfcrvation or interruption, | may
« purfue my plan of influencing lord
¢ Monteith’s tafte, till it gradually afli-
“ milates tp sy own. Lady Arabella’s
¢ prediletion for a London life, and her
« acknowledged influence over her aunt,
¢ prevent me from fearing that my
« {chemes will be fruftrated by the pre-

. (:cncc of thofe whom I cannot propi-

« tiate znd With not to offend. Diftance
¢ may, perhaps,,difarm their prejudices;
« and when perfonal competition is re-
« moved, the reprefentative of'their fa-

* mily may receive thofe commenda-
15 - « tions
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« tions to which kindred or friendfhip
¢ never can afpire.”
" The plans of lady Monteich would
have proved abortive, had the not been
afiited by two powerful coadjutors.
Lord Monteith’s natural difpofition was
violently difpofed to the purfuit of rural
fports and athletic exercifes.  The
mountains, lakes, and forefts which
furrounded his caftle, promiTcd the
diverfions of fithing and hunting in full
perfection; and the neighbouring gentry
had endeavoured to enlivén a thinly~in-
.habited country by the eflablithment of
an aflembly, a bowling meeting, and a
cricket match, which returned at ftated
intervals, The Monteiths honoured
the firlt-mentioned amuiement” with
their prefence very foon after their ar-
rival at the caﬁle, and, though the
company exhibited but a miniature rg-
femblance to the circles in which they
had
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had lately moved, they ‘both received
pleafure from the events of the evening.
Two circumftances contributed to his
lordthip’s fatisfaélion; he felt himfelf
perfectly at eafe; and, moreover, he
received information, that the neigh-
bouring country afforded what is termed
a fet of very hearty fellows, and th:
finelt groufe and blick game in the
kingdom. His pleafure at this intelli-
gence was fo great, that while they re-
turned home, he intefrupted his lady’s
obfervations on the female part of the
company, by declaring, that fince he
found things fo agreeable, he really be-
lieved he thould fpend agooddeal of time
ar Monteith, ¢ I think, Geraldine,” faid
he, ¢ I cannot be very dull. ,What do
« yon think ? I fhall hunt one day, fith
« anq{hcr, go to the bowling- green a
« thisd ; then there will be a cricket
& man.h, and fhoonn&, ~and public

s¢ dinness,
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¥ dinners, and private parties; and then
« going to Edinburgh if any particu-
“Jar bufinefs is on foot, and making
s¢ excurfions through the neighbouring
« counties. I declare I begin to think
¢ as your father does, that it will be a
«¢ very rational life, and quite as agree-
« able as fpending all our time in thofe
¢ ftate-trappings of which Arabella is
« fo fond. She faid that I fhould deteft
« Scotland in a month ; but [ will con-
« vince her that I can Be. happy any
« where, Don’t you think fo too, my
«love? You will like to live here,
¢ fhall you net ?”
« O! infinitely, I affure you; I was
« both furprized and pleafed with the
« mannegs of feveral of the ladies whom
“ I met at the affembly. They feemed -
« indeed a lictlp~Confufed and referved
«at firft, and certainly they are ud-
&« acquamted’ awith the more refined, .
14 “ 'modi=
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 modifications of politen::{’s; but many
¢ of them appcared well-informed, and
« I know they will .improve upon ac-
¢ quaintance. I have prijected a thou-
¢ fand little fchemes to inipire con-
<« fidence and cordiality. I am fure the
¢ dear old caftle may foon be made
« perfe@tly comfortable; and I hope,.
“ my lerd, our refidence among your
¢ tenants and dependants will prove an
« effential benefit to them.””

¢ I thall, certainly, &rder my fteward
‘¢ to give them the preference upon
¢ every occafion which promifes a
* lucrative advantage.” ,

« Is it impoffible for us to extend
« our utility further? Could I not en-
“dow & fchool, and introduce fome
« branch of manualture to employ the
# children and the #omen? I am told
« that they are extremely uninférmed,
« and in fome refpedts urgivilized. 1

¢ have
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« have fancied *that this may be owing
« to the narrow ftipend of the prefbyter,
¢ whofe poverty will not permit him to
¢ exert that inflence over his flock, or
¢ to pay them that attention which
¢ thé interefts of morality and religion
“require. A fmall addition to his
« ftipend would not be fele by us, and
« would probably do more for the
¢ general improvement of maniers in
« the neighbourhood than would be
« effeCted by a much larger ¢xpenditure
« any other way. I fee, nly lord, you
¢ fmile; but allow me as well as your-
“ felf to quote, my father’s authority.
« He has frequently obferved, that by
« enlarging Mr. Evans’s {phere of ufe-
« fulnefs, he did an act of-public-bene-
« ficence. * I only thopght,” he ufed to
s fay, ¢of making One worthy man

« happy; but ﬁn/ Mr., Evans has been.
¢ rcllevcd
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« relieved from the preffure of want, he
“ has made many men happy, aye and
¢ worthy too.’

“ Why there may be fomething in
¢ what fir William obferves, provided
‘“ one could but be fure of having an
 Evans to deal with. But I fhall have
“ no leifure for fchemes of this kind;
“ fo you may amufe yourfelf with them
« when you have no other employment.
** You may fet up fchools, portion off
s young gils; and d¢hrich old divines.
« But, remember, no manufa@oarics
“in my neighbourhood.—All our fa-
“ mily hate the very name of them.—
“« They only encourage a horde of idle
« infolent vagrants, who fly in you
¢ facé-uponTevery occaﬁon.

« Not if care, be taken to improve
¢ their morals in- ﬁropomon to theie

¢ affluence, You feewhow thimly your
’ 1 VJU r(_q
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< villages are peopled, and what ex-
“ treme poverty the general appearance
“ of the country befpeaks.”

“ It will be very different when I
¢ {pend my fortune among them. ‘The
“ repairs of the caftle will employ the
“ men.”

«¢ But the women and children ?”

« O they fhall be fed at the caltle
¢ gate.” *

¢« No; let them eat the bread of in-
¢« duftry, and epjoy thofe delights
“ which the aive exersion of our
“ pative energies always infpires.
«'Sweet is the food which is earned
« by labour. °When you, my lord,
¢ purfue health and pleafure in the
¢ fields and woods, and return home to
« tafle thearepofe which s procured by
s exertion, and to part;.ke of the dain-
“ ties f J« which jyou are indebted to
s your ' xwn tcﬂ you feel this maxim |

< true;
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“« true ; and your heart Will exult at the
¢ idea, that your provident benevolence
“ has extended fimilar cnjoyments to
¢ hundreds, who muft long need the
¢ proteCting care of their benefac-
“ tor, and confequently cannot affet
“an infolent independence on  his
“ bounty.”

Perhaps lord Monteith’s principal
objeftions to his lady’s fchemes were,
that he fhould be involved in fome
trouble by the execytion of them. Her
judicious allufion to his favourite pur-
fuits in the preceding fpeech, and the
profpe& of the honour being wholly
his, while he determified that the dif-
ficulties fhould be exclufively hers;
thch\reafon_s, added to fome fectet
ddeas that if the plan anfwered it would
be another triugph over the prejudices
of his obftinate avis, procured his ac-

. N
quiefcence, and he uttred thé words,
L « You
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« Youhall do as you pleale, only don’t
¢« teaze me about it,” juft as the chariot
pafled over the draw-bridge which led
to the caftle.
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CHAP. XIX.

Say, fhould the philofopiie mind difdain
That good which makes each humble bofom vain ?
Let fchool-taught pride diffeble all it can,
Thefe little things are great to little man;
" And wiler he, whofe fympathetic mind
Exults in all the good of all mankind.
GOLDSMITH.

Thue Jang froid with which lord Mon-
teith always treated every fcheme not
lmmcdxate}y “conneéted with his own
pleafures, frequcntly communicated a
fevere pang to the liberal mind of the
countefs. Ier delicacr was hurt at the
grofs chara&er of his amufements, and
her vanity was piqued by perceiving
that the tenakigufnefs of long indulged
habit would not yield to the fafcination
of her refined aCcomphfhmcnts. Like
Defdemona, fhe wa . an qxcellent
mufician, and could gg the favage
nefls
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nefs out of a Bear.” Her mellifluous
voice and fweet-toned harp ftill retained
all their exquifite power of transfufing
harmony and delight into her hufband’s
foul, while the early horn or the convi-
vial appointment called him from the
fyren in vain. But if fhe fought to
lead his attention to the blooming wil-
dernefs of fwects planted by her hand, or
the fcarcely lefs glowing garland citated
by her pencil, he inftantly recolleted
fome infurmountable engagement which
required every moment of his time. She
was equally unfortunate if fhe attempted
to’ intereft him in the hiftory of her
colony, as fhe termed her neat little
white village ; or if, opening the ftores
of her capacious mind, fhe fought to
difcufs fomg topic of ligﬁéry tate, her
arguments might be buflliant, but un-
lefs they were comprefled within the
ftricteft iules ofy’Spartan brevity, her

lord
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lord was either difcove.ring the wit of
his fpaniel, or had fallen faft afleep.

Yet his heart was juft to her merits,
and his tongue fo copious in her praife,
that he was fometimes inclincd to thruft,
in the agrecable fubject without proper
preparation. He was confidered by all
who vifited at the caftle to be a moft
perfeft paragon of connubial merit; and
lady Monteith was as univerfally pro~
nounced to be a happy woman, with
which opinion I am inclined to coincide,
notwithftanding that the power of Gyges’
magic ring, invariably pofleffed by all
novel writers, has enabled me to peep
behind the curtain, and to fee the cor-
roding forrow which a prudent wife
will not onlfgonceal from public ob-
fervation, but f§ven withhold from the
knowledge of her bofom friend,’

My young female xﬁders, whofe no-

"tions of nuptial felicigf are dravie Fem
the *
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the delufive pages of a circulating
library, will ftart at the harfh tenet
which feems to affirm, that a great
number of married ladies may aflign
caufes for difcontent of a feverer na-
ture than what fometimes affe@ed the
tranquilliry of the blooming Geraldine,
Feartul Ieft they fhould fuppofe my
dodtrine ambiguous, or imagine ghat the
happinefs of tlie lady was wholly owing
to the amiable conftitution of her own
mind, I will vety plainly tell them,
that, though caufes for vexation occa-
fionally occurred, lafling unhappinefs in
fuch a fitvation«could only proceed from
a difcontented, ill-regulated temper, or
a perverted judgment, which, inftead
of forming an eftimate S { life as it really
is, ereéts a fallacious f’tqndard by which
it decides upon what is due to its own
deferts,, and hojfar cthers act as thcy
NN Reverz‘, this latt fentence, and’

voL, IL c let
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fet the fair fcrutinizer of her hufband’s
faults contemplate the errors of her
own behaviour; let her recolle& the
duties fhe has hecdlefsly omitted, and
the provocations the has undefignedly
given; and let her then ufe the experi-
ence fhe derives from felf-examination
in her eftimate of the conduc of her
partner, After making fome deductions
for the ftronger temptations to which
the other fex are expofed by their more
impetuous paffions and blunter feelings, "
the early indulgence of their humours
which their manners in early youth per-
mit, and their hereditary notions of
fuperiority derived from Adam ; I fay,
fhe will then, perhaps, juftly refer the
apparent negle@ or cruel unkindnefs
which had juf} exported her tears, to fome-
thing of vufinefs, which « had puddled
’his clear temper,” an& fent him home
‘gather with an expe&ation of having his
‘ humours
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humours foothed by feminine foftnefs,
than of offering at the fhrine of feminine
fufceptibilicy thofe attentions which fic
the bridal ftate.

The fenfibility of lady Monteith’s
difpofition prevented her from viewing
the defects in her lord with the indif-
ference which a2 mind of common re-

finement would have experienced. But
to the qualities of refinement and fenfi-
bility, fo generally fatal to ff:male peace,
Geraldine united a ftrong attachment to
her hufband, natural fweetnefs of tem-
per, and_correct notions of the human
charaéter, derifed from her early inti-
macy with Mrs. Evans. The precepts
of that excellent monitrefs, now
ftrengthengd by congi@ion of their
propriety, frequently Yecurred to her
mind, prevented her from adopting the
language of complaint, opened her eyes,
to the agreeable part of her fituation,
c2 and
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and transferred her attention to what
her own duty required from her, till
native complacency and habitual af-
fection reflored ai! the fprightly energies
of her mind.

Under her prefiding influence Mon-
teith caftle realized to the idea of every
beholder the delightful vifion of Spen-
fer’s Buwer of Blifs, governed by a
Una inftead of an Acrafia. Magnifi-
cence was united with urbanity, hofpi-
tality was giided by elegance, while the .
prefiding enchantrefs foftened her envi-
able fuperiority in beauty, wealth, wit,
and talents, by the nfoft unaffeting
condefcenfion, and amiable attention to
the accommodation of her guefts. If her
tafte in drawing extorted admiration
from thofe youdg ladies who were juft
trying to cquire the rudiments of the
fcience, the pain of that fentiment was
immediately foftened by her ready offer™

of
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of furnifhing ¢hem with crayons, pencils,
fubjeéts to copy fuperior to what the
country afforded, or affiitance from the
matler who occafionally attended her.
Her tuneful voice and magic touch
could not be imparted; but fhe had
fongs and mufic books at every one’s
fervice, and the was very willing to
aflift in affording all the mechanical aid
which that enchanting {cience ®admits.
She had acquired a knowledge of all
fathionable works, and here again in-
ftrution and matermls oaly waited to
be required. Her library, her confer-
\vatory, .and her hot-houfe attratted
general attentin, and transfufed general
pleafure, becaufe their refpettive trea-
fures were not kept merely to gratify
the oftenstion of the poffeflor, but
were permitted to impart their mental
riches and odonfcrous {weets to any,
who wifhed to read a book or cultivate

c3 an
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an off-fet. Adhering to she rule, that
beauty is beft attired when robed by
fimple elegance, fhe had no temptation
to be guilty of the temerity of attralting
envy by the fplelor of her ornaments;
and the expence fpared from her own
drefs was employed in judicious prefents
to thofe of her young friends whofe cir-
cumftances would ill fupport the coft of
gentee! appearance. ‘To crown this
fair affemblage of - complacent graces,
her exquifitely playful wit, while it
dazzled by its brilliancy, prevented by.
its innoffenfive {weetnefs the moft ir-
ritable mind from charging it with
farcaflic feverity.

Her village flourithed. She had
named it James-town, in honour of
her lord, to whofe liberality fhe pro-
perly referred every improvement of
which fhe was the direting foul. The
neighbouring peafantry were emulous

tQ
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to become inhabitants of a {pot which
poffcfled fo many local advantages; and
a fpirit of order and improvement was
gradually introduced. The melancholy
bighlander no longer watched his few
ftarved fheep on the bleak mountain,
and for want of occupation foothed his
forrows with a bagpipe. One of his
younger boys performed that office,
while ¢ he earned bread for hiinfants
and health for himfclf;”” in fhaping
the green allies @f Mongeith, covering
the bleak mountains with cp.lantations. of
Scotch pine and American oak, or dig-
éing the, foundations of the new build-
ings, which were continually added to
James-town. Befide a neat edifice ap-
propriated to divine worthip, it pofiefled
a carpet manufatory, a fpinning room,
a village fchool, and" 2 market-houfe.
Perfons properly, qualified were placed
at the head of each inftitution, ard rhe

C 4 tafte
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tafte of the boys was to be confulted in
their future deftination, while the oc-
cupations of fifhing, agriculture, and
weaving, folicited theirchoice. The views
of the girls were wmcre circumicribed ;
but by being carly taught the occupations
of fpinning and knitting, and by having
a market opened for the fale of their
productions, they were relieved from
the butden of indolence, and the cheer-
lefs profpeét of being a ufelefs weight
upon their.ﬁgturc hnfbands, or de-
pendant upon their caprice for every
article of fupport. It was lady Mon-
teith’s favourite amufement to take a
morning excurfion to James-town, and
to introduce her female vifitants to the
young feminary which flourifhed under
her care; and it frequently +happened,
that fome yellow"haired laffie difplayed
Jufficient abilities to induce one of the
countefs’s guefts to transfcr her from the

tafk
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tatk of finging at her wheel, to the en-
viable employment of clear-ftarching
the lady’s < kerchiefs;” and helping
« to bufkin her.”

Yet even the exertions of liberal be-
nevolence wiil not always afford a pure
delight ; the liberal mind muft feek its
fureft reward in the conicious difcharge
of an acknowledged duty, and not in the
perfet gratitude nor the comple® fatif-
faction of the objets it labours to bene-
fi.  Though the inhabitants of James-
town were feleGted from she moft de-
ferving part of lord Monteith’s tenants,
it does not follow that they were quite
exempt from the failings of humanity.
The houfes were all neat and comfort~
able; but as the countefs had amufed
herfelf byeconftrudting them after van
rious models, it might fappen that dame
Brown would think gaffer Campbell’s
the more convenient, while the gaffer,

cs - for
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for a fimilar reafon preferred that inha-
bited by the dame. ILady Monteith,
indeed, confented to their exchanging
dwellings ; but then another inconve-
nience arofe; Margery Bruce com-
plained that a window in a.me Brown’s
houfe overlooked her, and that if the
faid window were not walled up, fhe
could not live; for that the dame took
her @ation at that window, and, inflead
of minding her work, did nothing but
watch the conduét of the aggrieved de-
ponent. Dame Brown’s rejoinder was,
that Margery was fufpected to be no
better than fhe fhould be ; that the had
lately got a new plaid and kirtle, no-
body knew how; and fhe thoughtit her
duty to mind her goings on, left her
good lady thould be impofed upon by
an upWworthy pretender to her favours.
The fair judge found:it difficult to de-
cide. in a queftion of fuch nice morality;

and
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and the more {0, as the village was fplit
to two nearly equal factions, part en-
litting under the banners of the watchful
Brown, and part efpoufing the caufe of
the aggrieved Margery.

Befide the perplexity which cafes fi-
milar to the above often excited, lady
Monteith had to contend with other in-
conveniencies. ‘The power of local
attachment is very ftrong in people who
have paffed their lives on one fpot, with-
out having had much intercourfe with
the reft of the world; and fhe often
found that the old Highlander preferred
« the hill that lifted him to the ftorms,”
to all the advantages which, while un-
tried, his imagination annexed to the
fheltered cultivated valley. The man-
ners of tae fouthern ftrangers, whom
the ornamental embellithments of Mon-
teith had intrgquced among the new
colony, dig not affimilate with his pre-

c6 conceived
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conceived ideas of fubmiifien, acconomy,
and felf-command. Though invited
partake of the luxuvries his new neigh-
bours introduced, his affeion for four-
crout and crowdy was infurmountable,
and his retired folitary humour fhrunk
from the loquacious interruptions of
fociety. e frequently found that he
had renounced pleafures congenial to
his habigs, for comforts which he wanted
the rclifh to enjoy ; and though refpeét
for his gude laird and lady’ checked
complaint, ‘the fmothered difcontent
often made him meet the inquiries of
the latter with the fombrous brow of
forrow inftead of the fenthine of joy.
“ Ye meant it,” he would fay, ¢« aw’ for
¢ the beeft, but my ain auld cot was
 mair cumfurtable,”

o Ig,wrtuc thea only a namc ?” the
cont&npmtwc Gcraldme would fome-
times inquire, when rliuinating on the

* untoward
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untoward events which often croffed her
benevolent fchemes. ¢ I have been
¢ taught to confider the power of be-
 {towing happinefs as the moft glo-
* rious prerogative which wealth could
¢ enjoy. IHave the means by which I
¢« purfued this end been ill feletted, or
“am I pariicularly unfuccefsful in
« choofing fit fubjects for my defign 2
The philofophy of one-and-twengy is not
remarkably profound; the views of life
are then too highly coloured to admit
of the ¢ yellow'leaf,”” Which ¢ fober
autumn’ gradually introdﬁccs; and the
error then prevalent even in the beft-
regulated mings is, that the fcenes in
which themfelves are a&ors furnifh ex-
emptions to received rules as to the
maxims by which they are to be go-
verned, of the forrows and difappoint-
ments which they are to encounter,
Difpaffionate ';.gpcriencc would have

taught
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taught lady Monteith, tha¢ the very cir-
cumftances of the villagers’ complaints
argued comparative comfort. Pining
poverty, deep affliction, and hopelefs
mifery, would have adopted themes for
lamentation widely diffeicnt from the
fuperior convenience of gaffer Campbell’s
houfe, the impertinence of dame Brown,
the fufpicious finery of Margery Bruce,
or eves: the remembrance of four-crout
and crowdy, which haunted the ¢ auld”
Highlander.  Her liberal mind would
then have added to the certain fatisfaction
of a pure intention the exhilarating en-
joyment of that moderate fuccefs to
which all fublunary fchemes can alone
afpire; and fhe would have judged of
the happinefs of her colony, as one of
our critics has obferved of the forrows
of Paftoral : « That it is a fufficient rc-
¢ commendation of an§~ ftate, when they

¢ have no greater miferies ¥ deplore.”
A full
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A-full conviion of that deprefling
but infallible truth, that all the good of
this world muft be blended with evil,
would alfo have preferved lady Monteith
from the mortifications to which her love
of diftin&ion and univerfalapplaufe like-
wife expofed her.,  Againft the fhafts
which, in fpite of repeated obligations,,
low envy and petty detrattion fometimes
aimed at her character, {fweetnefs ef tem-
per and confcious fuperiority oppofed.
an inadequate defence. Lady Monteith’s
letters to her dear Lucy have contained
. a gentle complaint againft ingratitude
and the hardfhips of her own lot; for,
though anxiouly folicitous to oblige and
conciliate her neighbours and acquaint-
ance, fhe often found her well-meant
endeavours miftaken, or repaid by dif~
like and difcontent.

If Mifs Evanslid not always feel the

force of her &iend’s complaints, it muft
not
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not be afcribed to the diminution of her
affection, .nor to a want of {ympathy.
J have already obferved, that her mind
was of a ftronger caft; it was, befide,
more intimately acqminted with real
calamity,
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CHAP. XX

When thy laft breath, ere nature funk to =ft,
Thy meek fubmiflion to thy God exprefs’d
When thy laft look, ere thought and fecling fled,
A mingled gleam of hope and tiiumph thed,
PLEASURES OF MeMORY.

Tue reader will remember that I left
Mrs. Evans ftruggling with the viblence
of a cruel difeafe, whole reiterated attack
feemed to leave ljptle hope of the pre-
fervation of her valuable life. She en-
dured her allotted miferies with exems
plary patjence, and after her fuiferings
had almoft taugfic her difconfolate friends
to with for her deliverance, the meekly
clofed a well-fpent life, bequeathing the
invaluabledegacy of her virtues to her

beloved daughter, *
When lady l}‘!lontcith received the
painful tidip, fhe was in hourly ex-
pectation
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pectation of her firlt confinement ; and
the utter impofibility of taking fuch a
long journey alone prevented her from
exerting her perfonal fervices to footh
her Lucy’s forrows. She wrote to her
in the tenderelt ftrain of att Stionate con-
dolence, ¢ My teass,” faid fhe, « fhall
“ ever mingle with yours over the fa-
“cred remains of my monitrels, my
s foflér-mother, my frft and moft va~
 Juable friend! Every good attion I
« perform, eyery evil I efcape, every
« commendable fentiment that rifes in
« my heart, is owing to ker. Her in-.
¢ valuable precepts, fanétioned by ex-
“ perience, now acquire refiltlefs effi-
% cacy from the painful relleQicn that
“ her lips can repeat them no mor- |
¢« brood gver them in my memory as a
« facred treafuré. Cpmie to me, my
« demtt Lucy; m;ll
s which excludes ftrangersidemandsyour
v tender

-m[uv fituationn,
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“ tender foothings, and will fuit the pri-
¢ vacy of your modeft grief. Come, and
“ tell me, while it is frefh in your me-
“ mory, all that the dying faint faid, all
*¢ that fhe looked ; and arm my fortitude
“ for the trials which await me, by repeat-
“ ing how fhe endured monthsofmifery,”

“ It was the folemn injuntion of my

# now plefled mother,” faid Mifs Kvans,
in her reply, ¢ thatI fhould devote my-
* felf to the pious office of foothing the
“ forrows of my ;;oor fathet, till time,
‘“ uniting with religious refignation,
*“ fhould foften his griefs, divert his
“ thoughts fromeors painful obje&, and
“ enabic him to occupy his leiture hours,
“once fo happily filed, with other
“ amufemepts ; and fthe enjoined this
“ duty as the achigft mothod of proving
“ my aft-Dlocate yegard for her memory,
v she eson gezied, that fhe hoped her
« dif-

-

~
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« difembodied fpirit might be permitted
“ to witnefs my perfeverance in 2 mode
“ of conduét, the knowledge of which
% would perfect her beatitude.

¢ Is this the oni, way by which I can
“ now prove my filial reverence to the
“ beft of mothers, and fhall I fhrink
“from the important charge? Even
* your claims upon me, my deareft Ge-
“ raldine, are annihilated by this fuperior
“tie. You will rejoice to hear that
“am fuccefsful. My poor father was
“ furprized dnto an agony of grief It
“ Sunday. We attended divine fervice,
¢ though he could not attempt to per-
s form the duty. The fight of my
¢ mother’s prayer-book lying upon her
“ vacant fear overpowered him. His
“ ftiled fobs were heard by feveral of
« thggongregation ; ¥ knelt by his fide,
« I ghefed his revered hand to my lips;

« | feemed at that moiuznt to have a
« perfect
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« perfet control over my own feelings ;
¢ I whifpered, that his only remaining
¢ Lucy would endeavour to fupply the
« place of her whom Providence had
¢ removed to a better world. My fa-
« ther viewed me with ferene delight,
¢ and, as we walked home, he told me
¢ that I was indeed his comforter, and

« worthy of my excellent mother.»
<€ His praife is a cordial to my heart.
 While the lived, I thought my con-
¢ du as a daughter not blamable ; but
*“ now that fhe is beyond the reach of
“ my attention, I find infinitc occafion
« for felf-reprodch. The thought that
‘ we have paid the laft offices to a be-
< loved objeét is inconceivably painful.
« It turns dhe mind to a retrofpeive
« view of its paf}fentilnents ; and the
« remembrance Of cafual negleéts and
« inadvertenr éxpreflions is torture. If
“ thou, my mother! couldgt arife from
“ thy
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¢ thy earthy bed, how would thy Lucy
¢ feck to endear thy renewed exiftence
¢ by redoubled attentions and more
¢ fteady virtues! Pardon, thou dear
« faint! my imperfe® duty; I muft
< enjoy the thought that thou art pre-
¢ fent, and confcious of thofe fighs and
<¢ tears which I generally conceal from
¢« evéry other eye.

¢« Do not think, my dear Geraldine,
« that I fhall,ever forget the particulars
< of her d.ying moments. The awful
« remembrance is engraven upon my
« mind, and no fubfequent events can
« obliteratc the impreflion. I will de-
< fcribe it all to you when we meet; at
« that time, I truft, both the hearer and
« the relater will be more egual to the
¢ defcription.

« ’f’he exprefs which has juft arrived
« gt the manor-houfe reliéves my heart

<« from many anxietics. You are in
« fafety,
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<« fafety, my Geraldine; you were bleffed
¢« with a daughter. Your ufeful life is
<« {pared to your hufband, your infant,
<¢ your father, your friends, your country.
<« It is a general, a public benefit: but
< Jet your dejected Lucy lift her grateful
¢« voice amid the univerfal joy, and
“ adore that kind Providence which has
« preferved her from further depriva-

¢ tions.
<« We fhall meet, my beloved friend,
«and I truft foon? Sir William has
< juft left us. FHeis in rapéurcs at this
¢ event, though a little inclined to re-
¢« gret that he has not a grandfon. It
< is all for the beft, he fays; he doubts
« not, when he fees the pretty creature,
«« he fhall be as fond of it as he was of
« his own Geralding. <1 took it a lit-
« tle hard,” faid he, ¢ that my girl did
« not come to Powerfcourt at the time
« prefixed ; but fhe will now bring the
¢ dear
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« dear infant along with‘hcr, and I fhall
s have two pleafures inftead of one.’
« Dear excellent man! He has laid a
« {cheme, he fays, to make us all happy
« together.  He infite that my father
¢¢ and I fhall live with you at ti.2 manor-
¢ houfe during the time of your expeéted
s« vifit. He fays, he can divert Mr.
« Eygans with a hit at backgammon;
¢ and that it will do my fpirits good to
¢¢ have a great deal of chat with you.
¢ ¢« Don’t b€ fo caft tlown, my dear god-
s daughter:’ he continued, ¢ we are all
¢« mortal you know; and your good
¢« mother is now much happier than it
« was even in your power to make her.’
« I know you love to hear your fa-
 ther’s words repeated with all their
¢ genuine bengvoleace and fimplicity.
“« He has truly ful(%lcd the precept of
« frequenting the houfe of mourning.
“ Scarcely a day has paffed without his
«« yifiting "
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¢ vifiting us, and his kind folicitude has
« been attended with confiderable ad-
« vantage. It is fcarcely poffible to
¢ converfe with him-without feeling a
« portion of his tranquil fpiric diffufed
« into our own bofoms.

« Adieu, dear lady Monteith! Flow
«J long to fee you in your matronly
« charalter, to fold your little babe in
“ my arms, and in the contemplation
« of your defcrvcd felicity to lofe fora
« time the recolle&ion of oy own irre-~
¢« mediable forrows!”

Lady Monteith’s recovery was rapid,
and the was fooh able to introduce the
young nurfery to the eager expettants
at Powerfcourt. Her lord, though ex-
ceffively anxious for her fafe journey,
and doatingly ford of his little moppet,
would not accompany them. Bufinefs
of the greateft importance prevented
him ; his engagements at fithing parties,

"VOL. II. D, bowling
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bowling meetings, and cricket matches,
were fo numerous, that it was ablolutely
impofiible to bresk them. ¢ Take
« the greateft care of yourfelf, therefore,
« my dear Geraldine, till I can come
« and take care of you. You may de-
« pend upori it, that-] fhall fet off to
« fee your father a&t ¢ the old courtier
« of the Queen’s, the firft moment I am
¢« difengaged, for I cannot long be happy
¢ without yop. By, the bye I think
« your father unreafonable in infifting
¢ upon having fo much of your com-
« pany.”

I pafs-by fir William’s rapturous re-
ception of his daughter, the unaffected
eranfport of the countefs, and the tears
of mingled pain and pleafurc.whlch ftole
filently down I:ucy ¢ faded check. I
fhall not dwe'l upon the unaffected
dignity with which Mr. Evans ftrove
to prevent his forrows from cafting a

gloom
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gloom over the general joy, por the re-
peated marks of grateful veneration and
affetion which lady Monteith paid to
the memory of her deceafed friend.
We will fuppofe that, holding by her
Lucy’s arm, fhe vifited the fpot which
contained the facred remains of her loft
monitrefs; that the liftened to the intes
refting narrative of her fickngfs and
death, and, mingling her own tears with
thofe of her amiable companion, - re-
peated the remembered precepts of the
guardian of her youth, and enJomed
upon herfelf the imitation of her virtues,
The reader will recolle, that to thefe
duties lady Monteith had added an addi-
tional bond,—a promife given to the
deceafed, « that if her friendfhip could
¢ avail, her Luty fhquld never be un-
¢ happy.” .

It will alfo be remembered, that Mr.

Powerfcourt frequently “wrote to his
D2 coulin,
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coufin, and that lord Monteith was in-
vited to overlook the correfpondence.
He fincerely withed Heary well; he
would rather not Lave his wife make
any inan miferable; and when he con-
trafted his own character with the re-
finement and intelligence vifible in his
rival’s letters, he felt a little awkward,
and inclined to think that her coufin’s
tafte was more congenial to lady Mon-
teith’s than his own. All thefe reafons
made him very defirous that Henry
fhould breale Cupid’s fetters; but fince
he was confident that he was a very
honeft fellow, and that nobody could
doubt his wife’s prof:ricty, he was
anxious to efcape the trouble of reading
the correfpondence; for Henry’s letters
‘were gencrally very long, and chiefly
about places which he had vifited in his
travels; befice, lord Monteith was al-
;@ﬁ}crribly incommoded by want of
gdife, The countefs was therefore

lefe
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left to her o'wn obfervations, which
pointed out to her that Henry’s increafs
ing vivacity augured weil ; and, to con-
firm the fatisfaion which his recovered
cheerfulnefs diffufed over her mind, his
laft letter exprefled an intention of re-
turning to England by the route of
Lower Germany, Switzerland, and
Flanders. .
It was the cncouraging hopeewhich
thefe circumitances fupplied, and not
the ftimulation of feminine curiofity,
that induced lady Montelfb to develope
her friend’s fentiments in a point that
had hitherto been guarded by the moft
rigid fecrefy. ¢ She endeavourcd gra-
dually to lead her to the fubjed, and
began by expatiating on the beauties of
Monteith, ¢ My lord,” faid fhe, « has
“kindly permited sie to indulge a
“ thoufand little whimfeys in embellith-
“ ing a fpot eminently indebted to na-
D3 ¢ ture.
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““ture. I have fet up témplcs and al-
“ coves out of number. Some are for
“ folitary mufings, others for focial
“ parties. There is one, of which I
*“ hope, Lucy, you ill be very fond,
““and that we fhall fpend rany happy
“ hours there, when you come to ftay
« with us next autumn. It is formed
‘¢ upon a plan communicated by Henry
s« Powgrlcourt; he took it from a beau~
< tiful ruin in Campania. It is open
“to the fouth, and fhaded by the
« loftieft beechies I evet faw. The ivy
¢ and wcodbmes which I have planted
« round fome of the columns grow very
« good-humouredly. It has ' belides
«¢ the advantage of a profpe&, to which
<« even the mountain fcenery of Powerf{-
¢ court is flat and uninterefting.”

A crimfon blgh Jighted up Mifs
Evans’s face. ¢ Itis,” faid fhe, « ex-
« tremely doubtful whether the ftate of

4 ¢ my



A TM¥ OF THE TIMIS.  §§

* my fathcr’s'(pirits will allow me to
« fpend next autumn with you. But
« you mentioned Mr. Powerfcourt—
« [ hope he is well. When did you
“ hear of him?” ‘

« Very lately,” faid the countefs,
drawing out one of his letters, ¢ IHe
« writes in excellent fpirits, and he
« gives us hopes of his foon returning
« to England, I hope, Lucy, ygu will
« meet him at Monteith.” '

« I meet him ?” repllccl Lucy, in in-
creafing agitation. L

« Yes, my love—I am fure you will
« have a fincere pleafure in renewing
« your acquaidtance with an old friend.
< In this very letter he exprefles a moft
« lively concern for your lofs, and a
« ftrong Jolicitude for your happinefs.”

« You were alwaps a little inclined
« o fib,” replied Lucy, with a fmile
which revived the idea of her native

D 4 figni~
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fignificant archnefs. « Idis your happi-
« nefs for which he feels fuch ftrong
« folicitude,”

« Read then, and be convinced,”
faid the countefs, tendering her the
letter.

« No,” faid Lucy, recolle@ing her-
felf, and affuming a ferious air; ¢ I (hail
« preferve the pertinacity afcribed to
« myJex, and refufe conviction till you,
¢t dear tempter, tell me, what good
¢« would arife from my indulging a vain
¢ hope, that I excite an intereft in Mr.
¢ Powerfcourt’s heart. You know my
« fecret, Geraldine ; and let me for ever
¢ filence your obfervatiohs on this fub-
‘«t je&, by owning that I know his. If
¢ I have not your charms to attract his
<« affeQion, I have at leaft fortitude to
« avoid his contempt. His regret at
¢ lofing the v'oman of his choice fhall
¢ not be aggravated by compaffion for

“a love-



A mu‘ OF THE TIMES, 57

«a love-lorn girl, who, betrayed by
¢ inexperience to unfolicited love, pur-
« fues him with the offer of an unac-
¢ cepted heart.”
¢« ] admire your lovely pride,” faid
the countefs, * Yet my friend’s deli-
< cacy need not be hurt when I declare,
¢ that, as nothing but a pre-attachment
“ would have made me infenfible to
¢« Henry’s merits, it is my moft earneit
¢ wifh that fhe may reward them.”
¢« How reward them, lady Monteith?2
¢ Can a forced alliance (and’pity is com
« pulfion to a nobl¢ mind) reward the
% generqus, firm, felf-denying virtues
« of Harry Powerfcourt? Shall the
“ man who could renounce a blefling
¢ his whole foul was ardent to poffefs,
¢« even when by that renunciation -he
«¢ expofed himfelf to®the anger of the
¢ friend he beft loved, be linked to a
¢ woman who found the ties of delicacy
Dj ¢ too
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:
« too weak to reftrain her felfith pree
« ference ?”

« Can a lively fenfibility of fuperior
¢ goodnefs efface the delicacy of your
¢ charatter? No, my Lucy, it gives to
“ it 2 more interefting attrattion, Yet
«] perfe€tly agree with you, that it
¢ otight to be kept fecret from the ob-
<« je& of your regard; for, till Henry is
« jult'to your merits, even he is un-
¢ worthy of you.”

« And is he not,'in your fenfe of
« the word, unjuft?”

« I own that his heart was beftowed
« where its value was ‘lefs efleemed;
¢« but fince that attachment is now ut-
¢ terly at an ende——"

« Go on, my {weet flatterer, and fay
< in plain terms,' Now that I am mar-
« ried, do 3ou, Lucy, come and meet
« thewagrecable batchelor at Monteith :

) s throw
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*¢ throw yourlfelf in his way, ftudy his
¢ humours, and try to perfuade him to
« take a little notice of you.—~No,
« Geraldine ; the man who has loved
« you will not eafily be caught by other
« lures; and, dearly as I regard you, I
« fhall be too tenacipus of my own
« right of pre-eminence to admi of your
« participation of 'my. hufband’s heart.”
¢ His return ta England,” replied
the countefs, « is a clear proof that
¢ he can view e wich indifference.
¢ Muft the man who has been un-
« fortunate in his firft rhoice necef-
« farily remain for ever after infenfie
« ble to female’ merit? Surely, Lucy,
¢ that romantic idea was never incul-

« cated by your mother’s pygcepts.”
¢ Such* a chapge 'is not abfolutely
 impoffible; but hiZhly improbable
« in the prefent inftance. Obferve the
« line of condud which I mean fteadily
pé6 . “to
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« to purfue; and I conjure you by our
¢ friendfhip, and your withes for my
* happinefs, do not attempt to make
¢« me deviate from it. I fhall in the
¢ firlt place perlift 1n my endeavours to
¢ conquer a preférence which promifes
€ to be always irreconcilable with my
« peace; dhd; as & 'means to forward this
« defirable end;’ neither in your letters
* nor your converfation do you, my
« Geraldine, introduce the painful theme.
« 1 will neither avoid nor feek Mr.
« Powerfcouit; 1 will neither appear -
“¢ anxious to pleafe, nor fearful to offend
« him. WhHhatéver progrefs I. make in
« his affeétions fhall be all in my own
¢t natural charaéter. Do you exert your
« penetratioff; and: warn me when I de-
¢ part from this ;line of condu&t. Be
«as jealous of ‘my delicacy as you
w vﬂm of your own; and if ever my

“»*%untcnance betray in his prefence
: 14  the



A TALF OF THE TIMES, 61

« the perturbation of my mind, warn
« me of the danger of exciting my own
« future remorfe; and let me haften
“ back to hide my folly in this folitude,
¢ where my mind fhall foon regain its
“loft energy by the contemplation of
 my mother’s virtues.”

She then prefented lady Monteith
with a copy of verfes. ¢ Read,” faid
fhe, < this little tribute to filialaduty,
¢« which burft from my heart during my
¢ lonely walk la} night. Itis not finifh-
« ed, but it will convince you that I am
« capable of more worthy feelings than
« the weak regrets of unrequited love.”
So faying, fhe ?uddcnly left the countefs,
who with mingled admiration and regret

perufed the following fragment :
L}
Siill will I wander” through thefe mofs-grown
bowers,
And fcent the grateful fragrance of thefe flowers;
Still
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Still will I pace the paths her footfteps prefs’d,

Still watch the favour’d plants her culture blefs’d;

While the loud throftle warbling fills the grove,

Mix’d with the murmurs of the melting dove.
Here, when the fun’s declining car allows

A deeper thade to hover o’cr the boughs,

Sweet Philomel, who fhunn’d the < garith day,’”

Awakes th’ enamour’d echoes with her lay ;

O Bird ! beft darling of the houfe, again

Pour on my penfive ear that thrilling ftrain ;

Again repeat it !—Fancy fhall prolong

Thy nctes, and give expreflion to thy fong ;

Tell what deep fwells defcribe parental woe,

For fever’d love what fofter defcants flow ;

Sing on—the tenter fympathy 1 feel,

For, as around e night’s dun fhadows fteal,

Keen retrofpc&tion every fenfe employs,

And gives a fubftance to departed joys,

1 fee thy form, my honour’d uther ! glide

Wrapt in a filmy milt, and fcarce defcried;

I turn delighted, and again rejoice

In the known cadence of thy filver voice.

O! cver-lov’d, rever’d, lapmented, fhy,

From what {ar region ‘haft thou wing’d thy way ?

Lharg’d with what kind injun&ion art thou come

,To tarn my footfieps from the path-worn tomb ?

Appear’ft
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Appear’ft thou in difpleafure, to upbraid

Some broken promife, or fome rite unpaid;

Or haft thou journey’d to this dark terrene

T'o tell the fecrets of the world unfeen 7~

*Tis filence all—Light zephyrs wave the trees,—
*Twas but the glancing boughs, and rifing breeze ;
The faint impreflion fades upon my brain,

The vifion clofes, but my griefs remain !
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CHAP., XXL

Still to ourfelves in cvery piace conl7n'd,
Our own felicity we make or find:
‘With feeret courfe, while no loud florins anuvy,

Glides the fmooth current of dameftic joy.
GoLDSMITH,.

AmdNc the various means employed
by Providence to foften huinan calamity,
none are more eminenély beneficial than
the opiates which time adn'iriters to
grief. It was finely obferved by a
novelilt (not one of the Erefcm fchool),
that none but the guily are long and
completely miferable.” In vain does
the foul, while labcuring under the
ftrong paroxyims of calamity o: dif
appointment, renbunce all acquaintance
with terrefir.al pleafures, and, hke the
Hebrew patriarch, refolve to ¢ go down

to
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H
i . . .
to the grave mourning.” Time will

foften the poignancy of regret; a Ben-
jamin may arife to divert affection from
the grave of Jofeph, and the tears of
anguith may be converted to thofe of
joy. This fuppofition, however, pre-
mifes that the grief did not originate in
the depravity of the fufferer. Inter-
vening years may render vice callous or
penitent; but the impenetrability of one
flate, and the apprehenfivencfs of”the
other, are alike irreconcilable with the
idea of happinefs. eIt has been long ac-
knowledged, that, though the lofs of a
beloved friend feems ac firft the moft
infupportable of all calamities, even
affe@ionate minYs fooner acquicice in
fuch deprivations, §ran they do in many
other kinds of diftrefs. This may
fometimes®be acebunted for upon re-
ligions principles; but even when it
daes not own fuch exalted motives, it

feems
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seems fevere to afcribc’: it to levity of
difpofition.  Exifting in the midft of a
dying world, we fhould rather employ
our faculties in extralling improvement
from fcenes of mortality, than walle
them in unavailing regres.  “Lhe bond
of friendihip is not, indeed, diffolved
by death; vet it does not impofe incef-
fant woe on the furvivor, who muft foon
journey through the fame dark valley
which the lamented obje€ has jut ex-
plored.

Strengthened by fuch confiderations,
ftill further énforced by the precepts and
example of her father, Mifs Evans’s
grief gradually {ubfided jnto the tranquil
cheerfulnefs which natv.rally belonged to
her charatter. Her affe@ion for her
mother fhowed itfclf%‘\in a tender attach-
ment to her memory,and to every fub-
Jet conncéted with it; in a fteady imi-

tation of her virtues, and a faithful ob-
fervance
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fervance of her precepts. The lLigh
heroic tone of her mind would have
been wounded by a fuppofition, that
love was more invulnerable than filial
grief; and fhe certainly fo far fubdued
her early preference, as to render it
very little troublefome either to herfelf
or her friends, It did not incapaci-
tate her for any duties, nor did it ab-
forb any of her agreeablc properties.
She vifited Monteith in a few months
after her mother’s death, and delighted
all who faw her with her good fenfe
and agrecable vivacity., She even met
Mr. Powerfcourt without betraying her
fecret emotiof*4 the moft fcrutinizing
eye. She received him without either
difcovering ftrong tyanfport or adopting
an artificiak refervc; and fthe bade him
adieu with a voice fo little tremulous,
that even lady Monteith could fcarcely

dete& her latent emotion,
It
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It may be for the advantage of ail
love-ficl: young ladies, whe fit under
woodbine bowers or fhady beeches, or
who walk by moonlight to hear nightin-
gales and waterfatls, to learn by what
means " fifs Wvans was enabicd to make
fo refpcétable a defence agninft the
purbund archer.  In the fir place, the
was conftantly employad; in tiie fecond,
fhe_never indulged in the dangerous
pleafure of dwelling on the name and
merits of her beloyed, either in ler
converfaf:on or in Inr letters, nor did-
the ever allow herfelf to complain of
her hard lot. To prevent fuch repin-
ings, fhe often vifited 1* < hbodes of real
mifery, and her atte/ition was dire@ed
to that courfe of ftyly which is the re-
va&of&mmmnmirhwmqn

r. Powerfceurt’s fhort refidence at
Monteith dic not indicate a revival of

that ftrong attachment to his lovely
coufin
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coufin which had given him fo much
unhappinefs. ITe had found abfence a
grand fpecific. Change of fcene, and
interefting objeés of purfuit, had coun-
teracted the effect of love upon a mind,
which, though naturally calm and con-
templative, was remarkably fufceptible
of deep impreflions, and addiced to a
penfive caft of thought. e had de-
rived flill further advantages from his
travels, His capacious underftanding
was eminently difpofed to receive all
the improvement which an extenfive
view of men and things could afford.
Habits of focist wore off his natural
referve; and, as his youthful awkward-
nefs was owing to unommon diffidence,
the fame circumftanges which infpired a
modeft confcioufnefs in hjs own powers,
gave grace to his perfon and elegance
to his addrefs. Thus improved, Mifs
Yivans might have found her deter-

‘ mined
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mined ftoicifm an ineffe&ual defence, if
it had been long expofed to fo powerful
an affailant. It may, on the other
hand, be afked, if Mifs Fvans’s merit
was not equally calculawd to convince
Henry, that female attrattions may faf-
cinate in more than one form. [ readily
affent to the fuggelion; but the pre-
fence of lady Mouteith did rot admit
the fair difplay of Lucy" pouwerss and
that young lady contribured to her own
defeat, by contiptally fufpe@ing that
her friend led the difcourfe to fuch a
topic purpofely to call her out, and that
fuch or fuch an amufe =it was projeted
with a defign to lphve her tite-i-téte
with Mr. Powerfgourt. 1fer indigna-
tion at thefe idca!‘k was {q warm, that
inftead of beimg peculiarly brilliant, her
determination to avoid being fingular
could not prevent her from being un-
commonly referved,

lenry,
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Henry, on the other hand, confcious
of the fragility of new-formed refolu-
tions, was prevented from attending to
the attrations of Mifs Evans by a feru-
pulous watchfulnefs over his own heart,
left it fhould deviate from thofe limits
which he had prefcribed, in order to
prevent lady Monteith fromn occupying
more of his thoughts than commeon ad-
miration juftified. Fle found, upon this
vifit, that her wit and beauty were her
lealt ateradtions.  AS$ a wife, as.a mother,
how admirable !—how enchantinzz as
the prefiding direétrefs of a large fa-
mily '—=how «.neglligent in her plea-
{ures!~—how prudent in her benevolence !
Lord Monteith was ancommonly atten -
tive to him, and fhgwed a ftrong defire
to contrat a friendly jntimacy. He
talked of the pleafures of the chace, of
the agreeable fociety of many gay care-
lefs fouls with whom he fpent feveral

happy
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happy hours. Good heavens! could
the hufband of Geraldine relith fuch low
amufements, and be worthy of her?
This thought kept Henry awake one
whole night, and the nczt morning he
dctcrmincg to fet off on a tour to the
Hebrides. T.ord Monteith earneftly
prefied him to take his caftle in his re-
turn, and tempted him by offering to
introduce him co a party who propofed
fpending a month in hunting the red
deer among tiie Grampian hills.  Mr.
Powerfeourt determined to avoid every
oppertuiity  of drawing  comparifons
dangeieus to hia integrity,-aiid propofed
going to Ireland in his way back, with
an intention of paying a long-intended
vifit to a particular ¥riend.

‘I'he attachment of the Monteiths to
their nortlern refidence feemed to in-
creafe. My lord was fometimes re-
@antly forced by the unavoidable

i preflure
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preffure of parliamentary bufinefs to vifi¢
London, and the countefs generally em-
braced that opportunity of paying her
duty at Powerfcourt. She once ac-
companied her lord to London, where
lady Arabella, who was ftill afpiring to
the charalter of a firft-rate toaft, was
terrified at the appearance of rivalry with
which the undiminithed charms ofeher
lovely fifter threatened her, even in her
own domain. Pro.bably this vifit would
have proved fatal to all thg Yond terms
of affection which lady Arabella’s letters
had conftantly expreficd, had not family
harmony beefi p:#ferved by the alarming
illnefs of lady Monteith’s eldeft daughter
who was left in Scotland, which fumn-
morned the afirighterd mother from the
haunts of pleafure to the bed of pain,
The child foon recovered under her
watchful eye, and, though not infenfible
10 the blandithments of adulation and
voL, Il i the
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the fedutions of pleafure, the grateful
-heart of Geraldin= forgot the difappoint-
ment of lofing the promifed amufement
in the tranfporting idea of thereftoration
of her darling.

She was by this time the mother of
three daughters, all promifing and lovely.
‘f’he repeated difappointment of having
m!e iffue fomewhat difconcerted her
lord, yet the chagrin was not {o predo-
minant as to caufc any diminution in
his attachipent to his lady. Experience
taught him that her unvaried fweetnefs
was neceffary to his happinefs; and it
never occurred to hinfy ¢ac his peculiar
pleafures and purfuits were any impedi-
ments to her’s. With too little refleétion
ever to attend to l\j.s own defedls, and
too Jitzle judgment to appreciate Ge-
raldmc s .efined excellence, he gave an
unqualxﬁcd affent to the affertions of his
acquaintance, and believed himfelf not .
» only
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only a very happy, but alfo a very ex-
cellent hufband: and who among the
lords of the creation will controvere that
opinion, when they hear that his lady
never contradicted him, and never found
faule?

I fhall leave to the fentimental part
of my readers the tatk of commenting
on the felfithnefs and inelegance of Brd
Monteith’s charalter; for, doubtlefs,
they have long age obferved, that his
mind was caft in too grofssa mould to
form the proper counterpart of Geral--
dine’s 3 arul I am ready to allow, that
the dlfﬁmllmty "muft be fatal to that
pure felicity, the refult of a perfeét con-
geniality in tafte and fentiment, which is
always the reward of heroes and heroines,
and is fometimes realized on the ftage
of life. Such marked difproportion
affords an unanfwerable argument to
diffiade a young lady of ftrong feeling

E2, from
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from accepting an otherwife unexcep-
tionable offer; but fince no law, either
human or divine, permits it to diflolve
the marriage bond, it cianot be urged
as an excufe for marriea wretchednefs,
unlefs fome moral defc: or pain{ul pe-
culiarity in *emper be fuperadded. Sen-
fibility may wifls that the ftock of mutual
Lajpinels may receive every agreeable
ac¢dition; but judgment will look abroad,
and, eflimating its own real fituation by
adverong to the lot of others, will find
reafons for content, particularly if humi-
lity whifper fomewhat of its own con-
fcious deficiencies, I'fpcak of general
wretchiednefs, not of a momentary pang ;
of a confirmed train of thinking, not of
a fudden refle@ion which ercafon xa-

mings, and rejefts.
séng before the period of which I
ah now treating, lady Monteith had
abandoned the impraicable fcheme of
arraying
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arraying A&eon in the veftments of
Apollo.  The difcovery was painful to
her vanity, which had taught her credu-
lity to believe, that love and beauty are
the true alchymifts that can tranfmute
the bafelt metals into the pureft gold,
But the. fznguine hopes of youth do no:
fink under one difappointment. Her
lord poffefled many good qualities, and
the uncontrolled power which he gawve
her over his fortune allowed her to exe-
cute every fcheme that her liberality
fuggefted, and purlue her own tafle in
its fulleft extenr, provided fhe ﬁ'arcd_
him the irkfome tafk of being obliged
to pay atténfoneto her plans. As to
any idea of berng impeded in the execu-
tion of his own, the yielding gentlenefs
of lady Monteith preferved her from
making the mad attempt, which could
only have been compared to  drinking
up Eifel, or cating a crocodile.”

E3 If
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If the fuggeftions of latent pride, or,
to call it by its fofter name, confcious
fuperiority, fometimes led her to think
that fhe might have made a more con-
genial choice, returning tendernefs bade
her ftart from the injurious feageftion,
and fly to her colony or her plantations,
which, prefenting the idea of her lord’s
indulgence, never failed to infpire coms
plagency.  The .future was an ample
field for hope, and fhe filled it with the
moft agreeable images. She deter-
mined, by.ftri&tly atfending to the edu-
cation of her daughters, to bend their
ductile minds to fuch purfuits as would
enable her to find thofe coficquial plea-
fures in her maternal charalter, which
had been withheld from her connubial
portion. - .

Herthoughtswere fometimes diverted
from her fav~urite employment of

framing fuch a plan of education as
‘ thould
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fhould infure fuccefs, to the contem-
plation of her Lucy’s approaching hap-
pinefs, which every day rendered more
probable. Henry now generally refided
at Powerfcourt.  His filial attentions
and agreeable manners enlivened fir
William’s declining years; and his fre-
quent opportunities of obferving Mifs
Evans convipced the countefs that her
beloved friend would gradually make ghe
conquelt fo important to her repofe, in
the manner which her tri&t fenfe of de-
licacy and propriety required.

Bending under the cnfccb.ling load of
time, but ftill tranquil, focial, and be- '
nevolent, tRc{ifies of his beloved daugh-
ter feemed to ‘renew {ir William Pow-
erfcourt’s frail exiftence. Her counte-
nance always befpoke happinefs, and he
forgave the negligent inadvertencies vi-
fible in lord Monteith’s behaviour to
himfclf.  « Old men and young lords,”

E 4 faid
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faid’he, * can’t be expe&ed to fuit one
¢ another; but he is kind to my child,
“ and that is fufficient.”

I have now defcribed thofe fcenes of
lady Monteith’s life, in which, judging
by the proper eftimate of terreftrial good,
the might be termed innocent and kappy.
An artful feducer combining with her
mafter-paflion reverfed the pleafing
prafpeéts, and produced fcenes which
the following pages will develope.
While 1 profecute my arduous, and
perhaps uspopular tafk, I rely on the
lenity of thofe who fincerely regret the
alarming relaxation of principle that too
furely difcriminates a declirfyty age; and
Y anticipate the candid allowances which
they will make for any incidental defects
in a well-meant endeavour to point out
the tendency of*feveral opinions now too
gendtally diffuzd through every rank
in fociety,
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CHAP. XXIL

When Florio fpeake, what virgin coild withitand,

If gentle Damon did not fqueeze her hand ?

With varying vanities, from every part,

They fhift the moving toyfhop of their heart;

Wihere wigs with wigs, with fwordknots fwordknots

ftrive,

Beaus banifh beaus, and coaches coaches diive.

Pors.

Whire lady Monteith exerted all (fe
powers of her mind to enjoy fame and to
diffufe happinefs, and her beloved Lucy
Evaus puriued the humbler but furer path
of confcientioufly endeavouring to dif=
charge her yluty to God and man, lady
Arabella Mac&'.gnald, already embarked.
on the fea of gaicty anddiffipation, applied
ail her thoughts to the attainment of two
doubtful bleflings, a hufband and a co-
ronet. ’

Difintercfted love is always a very

favourite topic with youth and beauty.
ES After
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After a fly obfervation, that pretty litt's
Geraldine might owe fome attracti .
to Powerfcourt manor, fhe en.rearcd
that her aunt would cautioufly fuppiefs
the communication of her intended 1
berality ; and, by hinting that joirree
always reverted to the family fro n which
they were granted, leave her to dep.end
npoﬁ her own radiant eyes for procuring
2 'iplendid eftablithment. Oroondates
himfelf muft feel fome increafe of rap.
ture, if, while his brade curteficd o hie
after the performance of the marriage -
ceremony, fhe at the fame time whif
pered to him, that the was}Hc acknow
Jedged heirefs of four ybufand a ve.
But if lady Arabella’s hufband had -5y
fpark of Oroondates’ gallantry, Lis =, .-
ture would fulc]y refult from’ the deliciic
referve of the lady, and he would un.
doquIy repiy, © Wealth cannct add
" :‘«‘I ‘the tranfport I feel in callicg you
5 “ mine,
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“ mine. Employ the gaudy toys you
sention in whatever way you pleafe s
oy will be no otherwife welcome to
*.ac, than as they promote your fatif~
* faction; for your heart is the only

¢tz ute which T wifh to retain.”
tauges of very remote antiquity lovers
nught tak in this ftyle; but as all
wthentic memorials of thefe periods are
unbappily loft, fceptics are inclined ™
Joubt the aGual exiftence of fuch very
“interelted heroifm. Poor lady Ara-
sulla found that the fwains whe flourithed
=1 the clofe of the eighteenth century
were of a very different order of beings.
oceeiving tlmt the firft London winter
-+ wluced more farers than adorers, fhe
wt wut for Bath. Here Cupid in vain
-utinued te fhoot his arrows from her
oy ~; the apathy of diffipation, more
r.vulneralile than the fhield of Minerva,
Jefinded the intended vitims, Idle-
EG nefs
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nefs is faid to be the mother of Love;
but not the idlenefs of public places.
The lounging beaus, as they fauntered
arm in arm along the rooms, occafionally
cheered her fpirits with a pafling < How
t« d’ye do,” and then joinec in protefling,
¢ that fhe was an iinmenfe fine girl, and
“ that it was a fhame her father had not
¢ Jeft her a fortune,” The converfation
g¥ferally concluded with a laugh at the
repulfive ftate of lady Muadclina, which
nobody fegmed willing to infringe.
Lady Arebella now determined to try
the effeGt of rural fcenes; and, having
chofen the then fathionablesretirement
of Brighton #> the proballfe refidence of
the vaguunt loves, fhe perfuaded lady
Madclina, who went to Bath to fixa
flying gout, that her complalnt was cer-
tainly i'corbutié, for which fea-bathing
was@g‘;gg only fpecific; and there at lalt
thc.-ﬁpc&cd lover appeared in the form
B of
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of Sir Phelim O’Connaught, a very
perfonable and very afliduous Irith gen-
tleman of good family, and unqueftionw
able honour. Though lady Arabella
had protefted that fhe never would fur-
render to any thing beneath a coronet,
Sir Phelim’s addreffes were fo perfetly
rhapfodiczl, that her heart feemed to fuc-
ter, when at this critical period its tran-
quillity was re-eftablithed by the appéar-
ance of fome very ungenteel company,—
I mean, a couple o fheriff’s officers. Siv
Phelim was fo’fhocked at the audacicy
of fuch low villains intruding upon the
haunts of Yentlegien, that he was never
feen abroad afrer their arrival, It after-
wards appeared, that his actachment was
not fo perfectly difinterefted as had been
fuppoled ; Yor that he had acquired foine
knowledge of the difpofal of lady Ma-«

delina’s jointure.
Lady
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Lady Arabella joined in the laugh
againft her quondam adorer, and -de-
clared, that though certainly he was
very fpecious, the had found him out
in an inftant, and was determined to
divert herfelf with the fellow’s ridiculous
ways. She alfo added, that this was
another proof how prudent it was in
ladies of fortune to conceal their expeét-
ations, for avewed wealth was always
expofed to degrading folicitations.

The winter campaign opened with
eclat. A nbble earl, whofe affairs were -
a little deranged, laid fiege in form, and
the conteft feemed to, predit a happy
iffue, had not lady Madelina put the
young general prematurely to the rout by
inquiring after his rent-roll. Poor Ara-
bella felt a little piqued ; butno matters
—thefe were her happieft days ;—fhe
low sliberty, detefted reftraint, and

danced,
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danced, laughed, and vifited more than
ever,

The defeltion of the noble earl was
repaired by the attendance of two ad-
mirers, a vifcount and a private gentle-
man, who farted in the career of ho-
nourable love at the fame inftant. Hia
therto her ladyfhip had been rather un-
fortunate in the character of her adorers ;
but her indecifion in the prefent inflance
proved that fhe was actuated by morives
widely different from the defire of con.
nubial happinefs. Lord Fitzbfborne was
an emaciated viétim to licentious pur-
fuits; MraStanlgy was a youth of great
promife, educated under the aufjices
of a worthy father. The aim of the
former was to repair his (hattered for-
tune, and te gratify his felfifh vanity by
exhibiting to the world a fine young
woman in the character of his wife. The
latter fought domeflic tranquillity : the

beauty
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beauty of lady Arabella had caught his
eye; her reported expectations far ex-
ceeded what his father would require in
pecuniary affairs ; and, {fuppofing that a
young woman muft imbibe every virtue
under the aufpices of a perfon of lady
Madelina’s ftrict decorum, he called her
levity innocent gaicty, her affe@ation
fpnohtlmcfs of manner; and, fincerely
worﬂnppmo the image he had fet up,
he ardently folicited his charmer’s heart.
Though my difcoveries have enabled
my fagacious readers to conclude, that
the unfortunate Stanley was in purfuit
of a nonentity, animpaffjoned fover could
not perceive that nothing but the ad-
verfe weight of a coronet prevented the
nodding fcalc from preponderating in
his favour. True to the firft object of
her youthful defires, even the unworthi-
nefs, of the giver could not in her idea
*mvahdate the gift. But the progrefs of
my
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my hiftory now calls me from the por-
traiture of falkionable love to the de-
finition of polite fiiendfhip.

Though lady Arabella had very lictle
of the fentimental in her chara&er, fhe
enjoyed the blefling of a bofom friend.
Her acquaintance with Mifs Campley
commenced ac her firft arrival in Lon-
don. They dreffed in the fame uniform,
went to the fame parties, laughed at th2
fame quizzes, and flirted with the fame
beaus. But Mifs Gampley, being the
uncontrolled miftrefs of her own actions,
foared to a charalter which fome re-
ftrictions of lady Madelina’s prevented
her niece frdm adbpting; T mean, that
of adather. She drove four in hand,
liid wagers, ran in debt, played at
Pharo, and, though infinitely inferior to
her friend in beauty, certainly laid claim
to greater tafte and fpirit.

As
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As the ladies had never interfered in
cach other’s conquefts, their friendfhip
was fixed as adamant. To own the
truth, conqueft and Harriet Campley
were no longer fynonitcns terms. The
gentlemen had long been more defirous
of winning her morey than her heart;
and even few knight-errants would have
poflefled fufficient courage and difinte-
wited generofity, to refcue a diftreffed
damfel from the harpy talons of the law
at the rifk of their own certain ruin.

As the profpe&t ofa fplendid cftablith=
ment became lefs probable, Mifs Camp-
ley’s creditors were more clamorous;
and, though fhe profeifed herfelf highly
delighted with the expetted eclat of an
execution, her haggard countenance be-
trayed an agonized mind. The period
of lady Arabella’s double triumph
proved ;hc crifis of her fate; and the

e unexpecied
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vnexpedted death of an only brother
changed her profpeéls from the gloom
of a prifon to pleafure and affluence.
Lord Fitzofborne had known Mifs
Campley from her earlieft youth; he
had often been at her parties, and had
won her .money without withing for a
further connexion ; but the now ftruck
him in a much more interefting point of
view. I do not mean to infinuate, that,
he thought her mourning was particu-
larly becoming, and fuited to her com-
plexion; his lordfhip’s tafte led him to
purfue more folid advantages ‘than a fet
of features can promife. He was an
excellent caleulators and, though he too
well underftood the charaéter of his pre-
{ent miftrefs, to fear the ultimate fuccefs
of his rival, hc laid fo much ftrefs upon
the attractions of old dowagers, and the
frailty of vows of widowhood, that he

confidered three thoufand a-year in im-
mediate
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%,
mediate pofieffion as better than four
thoufand in reveifion. But while he
continued rather uorefolved, the gout
fixed in lady Madelina’s foot, and Ler
phyfician congratuistad her upon an
event which would infallibiy 2dd at leaft
twenty years to her life. His lordfhip
waited for no other inducement to pay
his devoirs at the thrine of the other
divinity. Mifs Campley’syiclding gen-
tlenefs forgave paft flights; and in’ lefs
than a month lady Arabella reccived
bride-cake and favours from the vils
countels Fitzofborne.

This certainly was proveking; but
the faithful Stanley wis a fure refource.
Here again lady Arabella’s evil genius
met her to blaft her projeéts. Mr.
Stanley was not quite fo much in love
as to lgfé’all his powers of obfervation,
His chigme='s condué had been at leaft
doubtful. The encouraging finiles which

had
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had beamed full upon him ever fince
the vifcount’s dereli¢tion, were too fuf-
picious to be completely fafcinating;
and he thought a journey into the coun-
try would at Jeaft fhow his miftrefs, that
he was not one of Cupid’s tame votaries,
In his take-leave vifit he made fome
further difcoveries into her ladythip’s
charaéter; and while he made his fina?
bow, his regret at his dilappointment
was foftened by the conlcionfuefs of
efcaping that woril of evils, g"difiipated
unprincipled wife.

Lady Arabella had charming fpirits.
She lgughed at the vanity of the men,
creatures who fuppolid themfelves of
confequence ; and, intimating that
though fhe had private reafons for re-
je&ing Lord Fitzofborne, they were not
of a nature to influence heff deareft
Harriet’s choice, the waiceg@;éith im-
patience for the return of the biide and

bridegroom
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bridegroom to town. She flew to make
the wedding vifit, gave in her card, was
admitted, and congratulated the happy
pair in terms equally fincere with the
profeflions of efteem and friendfhip
which fhe received in return. ‘The vif-
countefs now infifted that fhe fhould be
her conftant vifitor, and ftrongly urged
eher not to mope herfélf at home during
her aunt’s confinement. Lady Arabella
declared, that her ladyfhip was the only
good Chriftian that the had talked to for
along tlme and that it really would be
charity to take her out of the fphere of
flannels and fomentattons. ‘They agreed
to go to every place -where there was
any thing to be feen. Lady Fitzofborne
declared with 2 fmile, that even if her
lord were fometimes of the party fhe
had a foul too capacious for jealoufy;
and her: equally liberal friend, with a
loud laugh; obferved, that the was not.

yet
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yet arrived at the age of envy and her
Iaft prayers. Lady Fitzofborne’s fpeech
needs no explanation; but the wit of
lady Arabella’s retort confilted in an
allufion to the circumftance of her dear
friend’s being ten years older than
herfelf,

The friends were conflantly together,
except when the myftetics of Pharo im-
pofed 2 temporary feparation. 1 have
already faid, that lady Madelina’s fevere
notions reftri¢ted fome of her niece’s
propenfitics ; but this was 1. the only
thing that prevenied Arabella from
being caugit in ’that ruinous vortex
from whole fatal contatt peace and
honour mult never hope to efcape.
Lord Titzofhorne was, fince his mar~
riage, become a man of*charatter, a
lover of decorum, and a confiderable
obferver of pecuniary advantggés. For-
sune f:ldom beftows her gifts fingly,

: and,
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and, fince her acceffion to her brother’s
eftate, his lady had an amazing run of
“Juck. She was not only able to dil~
<harge her own debts of honour, but to
pay fome of his; and this was the only
circumftance which could ac all recon-
cile his notions of propriety with her
infraltion of the laws of her country.
.His thoughts were now turned to the
advantageous eftablifhment of his bro-
ther Edward Fitzofborne, who had re-
fided many years abroad upon the limit-
ed portidn of a younger fon. His lord-
fhip had been affured by many refpuét-
able traveliers, that this y&mng gentle~
man was'an honour to his name, pof-
fefled of elegant manners, uncommon
erudition, and an irreprpachable cha-
ra&er: thae he appeared in the firft
circles, coirefponded with the firlt lite-
rary charale:s of the age, and was fit-
xed to move in the moft exalted fphere.

The
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The noble vifcount’s fraternal tender-
nefs yearned at the recital. He deter-
mined to fend for him to England, to
get him into parliamént, to puth him in
the world, and to marry him to a for-
tune. It was witha reference to this
defign that he prohibited the vifcountets
from initiating her friend in her private
myfteries.

Mr. Firzofborne received his bro-
ther’s fummons to England with re-
gret, and begged that he might be per-
mitted to remain at Paris, where he
was juft then contemplating the fublime
{peQtacle of a grest nation emancipating
itfelf from the fetters of tyranny and
fuperflition. It was, he faid, his wifh
to continue abroad, to watch the pro-
grefs of events that would enlarge his
mind, and render him ftill worthier of
the office of a Britifh legiflator. The
peer, whofe ideas were equally liberal,

VOL, IL. F granted



98 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

granted the requeft; and, depending
upon his own watchfulnefs, and the
chicanery of his lady, to prevent the
glittering gold-fith that he wifhed to
entrap from efcaping thcir net, he per-
mitted Mr. Fitzofborne to profecute
his ftudies, till the cocrcive meafures
which democracy was compelled to
adopt obliged even the lovers of free-
dom to take fhelter in the legal def-
potifm of Old England. '



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 99

CHAP. XXIL

—'Tis not impoflible
But one, the wicked’ft caitiff on the ground,
May feem as fhy, as grave, as juft, as ablolute,
As Angelo; even fo may Angelo
In all his dicflings, charadts, titles, forms,
Be an arch villain,
SHAKESPEARE,

I.apy ArRapELLa waswith hes dear Har-
rict when Mr. Fitzofborne m.)expe&edly
arrived.  He had narrowly efcaped the
guillotine, <had afled the fea in a fith-
ing-boat, and bad encourtcred fo many
perils, that his admiration of that
meretricious liberty whofe ditinguith-
ing code is equality of wretchednefs,
was racher abated. < Flair-breadth
’fcapes” dre very interefting to moft
ladies, and Mr. Fitzofborfie’s powers
of recitation were unfivalled. His per-.

F2° fon
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fon had évery charm, his manner every
advantage. Lady Arabella looked,
lifteried, admired, and went home .vaﬁly'
rejoiced, that fuch a delightful young
man had efcaped the odinus democrats.

The next morning, at an early hour,
lady Fitzofborne rufhed into her friend’s
drefling-room. ¢ Enchanting news!
¢« my deareft Bella,” faid fhe; ¢ we
¢ fhall never more be diftrefled for
« want of a cicifbeo. My lord has
< afked Bdward to live with us till he
« forms an eftablifhment of his own,
« Is not he a divine fellow? And this
¢« morning he looks niore refiftlefs than
¢« ever. Such fpirit! fuch information!
¢ It would have been a (hame to have
¢« had him confounded with a parcel of
¢« emigrant defperadoes. He fpoke
« veryBie things of you, my dear; he
« fccms quite ftruck, I affure you. If
¢ you ‘were but a little more Greek in

« your drapcxy, hc dcclarcd, you would
¢ have
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« have put him in mind of.La Liberté
“on the day of deification, who was
¢ the handfomeft courtefan in all
« Paris. .

« But, blefs me!” continued the
Britifh peerefs, looking at her watch,
“how I trifle. I vow I have fifty.
“ vifits to make this morning. Good
¢ bye! I fhall cali upun you for the
¢ opera this evening. I long to thow
« Edward the new houfe. O, I declare
¢ I have not had ghe humanity to in-
% quire after aunty; but I gan’t ftay to
s¢ hear now. You’ll tell me to-night all
¢ the procefs of the foot, and the doctor.
¢« Sparkle, my love: Edward is amaz-
¢ ingly fond of wit.”

Pity is faid to be near akin to Love :
and when Blended with gdmiration, and
infpired by the idea of awakening reci-
procal fentiments in the bofom of an-
other, it may certainly be ftyled the

F3 parent
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parent of the foft infatvation. Though
philofophy was Mr. Fitzofborne’s chief
forte, he did not belong to the fchool
of Diogenes. One primé article in his
creed was, that an adept did not
ftudy to lefs advantage for poffefling
the good things of this life. Indeed,
as his views were not very clear on the
fubje&t of a future ftate, he confidered
it to be his bounden duty to embrace
all the advantages which the prefent af«
forded. Gentlemeg of his principles
do not mean by their general declama-
tions in favour of liberality, honour, -
and philofophical equanimity, to con-
vey the precife idea, that fuch qualities
are indifpenfably requifite in their own
chara&ers: for they know, that the ex-
terior refemblance exactly unfwers the
fame end. Szlperﬁcial obfervers (and
the major part of mankind belong to
this clafs) will give you credit for pof-
fefling
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fefling a virtue, provided you are
loud in your cenfures of an oppolite
vice. Good notions of public liberty
give the licence which permits you to
be a private tyrant. The daring
atheift and. fophitticating™ fceptic may
alike fhelter under the veil of religious
moderation: and provided the words
honour, fentiment, and philanthropy
be upon your tongue, you may difturb
the repofe of mankind, either individu-
ally or colle@ively, with impunity.

To illuftrate the analogy,in the pre-
fent inftance : Could the enlarged foul
of. Edward Fitzofborne have heard the
thameful " tale of mercenary indigence
concealing difguft under the mafk of
admiration to entrap the wealth of ina-
nity into a degrading connexion, with-
out exprefling the moit generous emo-
tion? How would his ftrong feelings
have revolted at the fight of thofe fordid

Fa . fhackles
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fhackles which militated againft the na-
tural liberty of man, and the idea of
that confirmed babit of diffimulation
which annihilated Lis fuppofed inherent
peifection, He could certainly have
been very eloquent upon thefe themes,
if they referred to the condult of a me-
thodift or a faormalift; but when applied
to his own concerns it was foon ad-
jufted. The girl wanted a hufband, the
gentleman  a fortune; the balance,
therefore, was as mcely trimmed as the
moft equelizing fpmt could defire,
This confideration might have been
further ufeful, as it ncccﬁ'aril)i diffolved
all ties of gratitude; but Mr. Fitz-
ofborne had long before difcovered,
that private grartude is inconfifient

with pubh,g: virtue, —
Lady Arabtl,a had no doubt that her
wit and beauty held out fufficient at-
traltions to a gentleman fo profefledly
dif~
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difinterefted as her new admirer (for
he affumed that charatter in a few days);
and fhe did not even attempt to mif-
conftrue his behaviour, or to difguife
the pleafure which fhe received from
his addrefles. Fitzofborne was.not a
fenfualift, Beauty was to him a mere
abftra& quality, particularly when affo-
ciated to the idea of a wife. Ide had
been too long accuftomed to the coruf-
cations of real genius, to beftow more
than a languid {mile.on lady Arabella’s
jejune bons mots. Even tHat languid
fmile was foon converted into faturnine
filence. Her chara&er was too fuper-.
ficial even to intereft his attention. He
difcovered her foibles, detected her ar-
tifices, and defpifed her underftanding,
in the firft enonth of his courtthip. She
was too cafy a conqueff for his ambi-
tion; and nothing but the relu&ance
which he felt at the thoughs. of. bbmg de-

AR "7'*

Fg ' pendent
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pendent upon his brother could have
reconciled him to the idea of an alli-
ance. N
Perceiving her heart irredeemably
enthralled, (though in this opinion he
was fomewhat duped by his own vanity, )
he began to a& the preconcerted part.
He was now no longer the affiduous
lover, but the man of firm honour and
inviolable integrity, incapable of betray-
ing unfufpicious innocence, or-of fedu-
cing a young lady from the duty which
fhe owed to the protecting kindnefs of
a venerable relation. Lady Arabella
unwaﬁly acknowledged, that her aunt
was inclined to fufpeét a mercenary mo-
tive for his addrefles, and this drew from
him an exordium on the purity and dif=
intereftednefs of his attachment, with a
declaration, that though it would glow
in his breaft with.unabated fervour, yet

he had rather pesith the untimely victim
of
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of delpair, than juftifyJady Madelina’s
fentiments by a departure from that
fri& honour which had ever been the
ruling principle of his, life. <« Nol
« ‘lady Arabella,” con;inucd he, while
the altonifhed lady was incapable of in-
terrupting him, ¢ the enlightened mind
« needs no otherincentive thanconicious
¢ rectitude to enable it always to alt as
“ it ought. I can fupport penary, exile,
or even the lofs of you; but I cannot
« fupport difgrace.. Lady Madelina has
« injured me by her unjuft.-fuﬂ,icions.
« She has cruelly ftriven to infufe her
s own naprow prejudices into 4 mind,
« which I hoped was incapable of an.
« ihiberal doubt. How cand be fure
¢ that fhe has not fucceeded? Your
¢« eyes, voyr manner, evince lels confi-
¢ dence than they.were wont; and my
< alarmed heart anticipates the gloomy
« period, when referve,'and fufpicion

r6 " ¢ fhall

-

~
-~

-

“a
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< fhall chill the fentiments of pure, in-
« genuous, difinterefted love. Sooner
¢ than fuch mifchiefs fhall fall upon . .
¢« I will refign you, madam, and even
« at this moment tear myfelf from you
« for ever.” '

¢¢ T cannot fee for what reafon,” re-
turned the lady, whom this veheme:
oratory had driven from her ufual rc
fource of playing with her fan or ad
jufting her drefs; « I declare, Mr. Fitz-
« ofborne, I can’t bear to hear you ralk
« {o,” If the declamation of the gentle-
man'was paEhctic, the filence of the Jady.
was no lefs fo; for it proceeded frera »
flood of tears. ' :

After a:few forced complimense
this trait of feeling, Edward refins -
the difcourfe on the fubjet of the cleitis
of duty, whiclr were, he faid, often in-
compatible with thofe of the heart. I
nigygonclufior hé feemed a little foftened

N or

s
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on the harfh fubject of eternal fepara-
dea: but then lady Madelina muft
~ume forward, unfay her former cruel
afperfions, and with her own hand lead
her niece to the altar,

Reveal then, ye immortal Mufes!
who infpire great defigns, what means
<chieved the glorious tafk of fubjugaring
‘xdy Madelina’s narrow fufpicions, and
~{ioring to her mind the beautiful fim-
plicity of nature.  Neither the refplen-
dent charatter nor the exalted birth of
a Fitzofborne colld have .gained the
arduous vi&ory, if powers Tupernal had
not interyened.  Firf§, Venus, queen
of uentle-devices! taught her prototype,
tisiy Arabella, the ufé of feigned fighs,
.iificial tears, and ftudied faintings ;
while Efculapius defcended from Olym-
pus, and, .aﬁ'uming the.form of a fmart
phyfician, ftepped out of an elegant
chariot, and on viewing the patient,

after
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after three fagacious nods, whifpered to
the trembling aunt, that the young
lady’s dilorder, being purely ‘mental,
was beyond the power of the healing
art. Reduced to the dire alternative of
refigning the fair fufierer to a hufband
or to the grave, the relenting lady Ma-
delina did not long hefitate, The re-
fentment of injured honour was appeafed
by expreffions which more neatly re-
fembled conccffions than any that her
ladythip had ever uttered ; .and Arabella
foon appeared again’in public with very
litcle diminution of her charms, not-.
wiljl_xt(ianding her late alarming illnefs.

It muft now be oblerved, that Mr.
Fitzofborne was entirely paflive through
the whole of this affair.  Young ladies
are apt to miftake gencral pelitenes for
fignificant attentiops, and gentlemen are
nopblamabile for the tinder-like fufcep-
dbility: of their_hearts. - As foon as

‘ - lady
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lady Arabella’s preference was vifible,
he becanie more referved in his conduét,
as all his friends could witnefs, Ny,
he had even gone fo far as to recall to
her mind thofe principles of attion,
which he gloried in avowing to be the
acknowledged energies of his foul. Her
uphappy predileétion filenced his ob-
fervations. 'What then! could he be
blamed, or ought he to have fuppreffed
that flow of liberal benevolence which
a full heart prompted him to pour forth,
and which undoubtedly capfivated the
amiable fair one? Recolletting the
motives which an illiberal world mwht-
affign to his bt‘lnvzour, he believed hc-
ought to-have done fo, but it was now
too late. The public knew the reft.
He truftedethat the lady had fufliciently
confulted her own happiflefs to ftudy the
peculiarities of his charadter, It was

above difguife and abhorrent of re~
firiction,
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ftrition, If fhe had been miftaken,
he deplored the confequences, Bur as
the firong chara&eriftics of nature were
engraven on his mind with indelible
force, he could not be expetted to
change,

The claflical embellithmcnts of the
heroic ages gave infinite advantages to
defcriptive narrations, to which the
cold copyift of modern manners can
never afpire. How animating is the
perfonification of winged loves, and
choral graces, white-armed nymphs
ftrewing fowers, and fportive fawns
chanting an epithalamium, - Juno on
her radiant car, and Hymen in his faf-
fron mantle! What can the brighteft
imagination do with fuch uncouth figures
as lawycrs in tie-wigs, with -their green
bags and parchments, or even a litde
painted French, milliner with her band-
box? The Britith like the Grecian

bride
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bride offers facrifices; but not to the
deities of Complacence and nuptial Har-
mony—Her devoirs are $oo frequently
direfted to the fhrines of Fafthion
and Vanity; and the merits of
the villa, the town-houfe, the jewels,
and the nuptial paraphernalia are dif-
cufled with all imaginable fcrupulofity,
while the lover’s character is overlooked.
He on the other hand is too bufy in
balancing the chances of the lady’s for-
tune againft her father’s demand of fet-
tlement, and the pofibility of “privately
clearing off his moft prefling incum-
brances, to confider his deftined wife
in any other light than as a neceffary
appendage, which entitles him to take
poficion.

Every fcheme preparatory to lady
Arabellx’s intended nuptials was con-
dued with the greateft decorum. Lady
,Madelina herfelf undertook the bufinefs

of
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of direfing the fettlements; and Mr.
Fitzefborne, contenting himfelf with
the power of putting a negative upon
her determinations fhould the terms be
upreafonable, fhowed little of the alacrity
"and rapture which a deftined bridegroom
is expefted to afflume. Various delays
arofe to retard the concluding ceremony;
and the good-natured world began to
doubt, whether the gentleman was moft
unwilling to part with his liberty, or
lady Madelina with her fortune.

Lady Asabella enjoyed, in its fulleft
extent,, the confequence which her pre-
fént fituation gave her. Some mornings
fhe went a thopping to cheap ware-
houfes; at others fhe was waited upon
by different tradelmen at home: fhe
ordered and counter- ordefed ; bought
and rtmrncd, thought this ‘monftrous
‘préﬁ ‘and” that monftrous frightful;
gave as much trouble as her rank would

. poflibly
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poffibly enable her to'impofe, and then
complained. of the impertinence and
impofition of trades-people.
During one of the delays, which, as
I have already obferved; retarded the
lighting of the Hymeneal torch, lady
Arabella recollected, that her conqueft
over f{cience, philofophy, ‘and genius,
was infinitely more arduous than Geral-
dine’s eafy fafcination of fuch a thought-
lefs random youth as her brother. It
next occurred to hgr, that the fhouid
prodigioufly like to mortify Her fifter’s
pretended - fuperiority in fenfe and
talents, by exhibiing a Fitzofborne in .
her chains. The thought of an excur-
fion to Scotland as foon as fhe was mar-
ried, muft be attended with many in-
conveniencies; and, what was {lill more
repugnant to her feelings, with the re-
nunciation of much eclat and fplendor,
Befide, it was moft defirable that the
exhi-
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exhibition thould be made while fhe was
invefted with full plenitude 'of power.
An exprefs was, therefore, difpatched
to Scotland to requeft, that a brother’s
hand would confign her’s to a hufband
every way worthy of his alliance. The
Jetter concluded with an acknowledg-
ment of tender trepidations, which no-
thing but the prefence of her Geraldine
could allay. ILady Madelina’s increafe
ing infirmities rendered her unfit to be
the depofitory of her forrows; and her
dear lady Fitzotborne, her only friend,
was infinitely too much in the interefts
of her- ‘happy brother, as the ityled him,
to treat her apprehenfive heart with
fufficient delicacy. '

The Monteiths readily complied
with a fumons which indicated a per-
fe&t renWal “of domeftic harmony.
T l;ov._xgﬁ' the yellow teint of early
autumt had jutt diffufed a more pic-

turefque
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turefque appearance over the romantic
banks of Loch Lomond, and anncunced
the joyous feafon of the ¢ hound and
horn,” a dangerous fall from his horfe had’
given the earl a tranfient difguft to
field fports: and though the bloorming
countefs was by no means weary of her
rural enjoyments and occupartions, fhe
was too young, and too lovely, to rejeét
an invitation to partake of the elegant
varietics which London afforded.  She
intended to act in th#s, as fhe had done
at her preceding vifits; to *rufte the
Circean cup with moderation, and then
to retire with digniey from the falcinat-
ing banquet., But there are periods,
when, if left to its own fability, the
firmeft foot would fail; and the beft
regulated mind, depriveq of fuperior
guidance, may often deplore its own
depravity. =~
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CHAP. XXIV."

—— He reads much,
He is a great'chferver, and he looks
Quite through the deels of men.
SHAKESPEARE,

Lavy Araserra prepared her lover
for the arrival of the expected ftrangers.
« I would not fay fo to other people,”
faid the, ¢ becaufe one ought to how
« refpett to one’s relations. But to be
¢ fure the, Monteiths are the very odd-
« eft creatures in the world. My bro-
¢ ther is well enough for dne of your
« fox-hunters, as they call them; but
 the Jady, O! fhe is fo fine and fo fen-
<« fible, and fo cautious, and foe—I
« don’t Kghiw how—vattly difagreeable ;
«] aiﬁife you, you will be highly di-
&« vcrt«.d with her: - - pray obferve her,
¢ and te'] me all you ‘think of her ; for
"1 fhall not take any thing il] that you
R 1] fay'
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«fay. She is prodigioufly wife, you
« muft know. I hate wife people, at
< leaft fuch wife people as the is. Play
¢ her off; I fhall be vaftly entertained.”

Developing chara‘lers was Mr. Fitz-
ofborne’s favourite amufement ; and it
was one of his topics of complaint, that
he had never fince his return to England
met with any perfon that was worth {tu-
dying. But after he had feen the Mon-
teiths, he did not repeat that opinion.
The interefting bcauty of the countefs,
her apparent happmcfs, and vifible in-
fluence over her lord’s .xffcéhons, wluch
even his cagelefs manners could ot dif-
guife, excited in the philofophic mind
of Fitzofborne nearly the fame emotions
as thofe which the arch Apoftate felt on
viewing Adam and Eve in Paradife:
and, like him, -

——— ¢ Afide he turn’d
« For envy; yet with jealous leer malign
% Ey'd them afkance.”
S In



120 A ut,:«mr m 'rrﬁnfs.
| R

In one paﬂicﬁiar the rchmblam:é was
«eéreainly incomple.” TMWg‘aﬂor in--
&”ngence of the fallen anigel Kiew, that
;hc huppinefs which he- ‘initedted to de-
¢ﬁroy was réal. Habxtuahy feeptical,
Fltzofbm ne. doubted ‘He watched the
varymzx Lurns. OE&Gfraldmes ammaccd
cuv"t DENCC, anakyzrd ‘her . mannér and
her cxprgb.o 15 wuh tm }mpc “of d&fco-
_vering fomething.tw conviace him that
ﬂ%@as only a pchihm mﬂ&&fmhy} For
45 uuedly rcpuguant‘,m alb: “his. re-
( ldca[(;s, thac “affection- c.eigéd weally
e;ﬁ?ccag perfons:’f, ﬂlﬁcnrdmt
habits, or that pnncqﬁe could fupply zhe'
place "of Httachment, and give: equail

umform!ty to the cohdu&;
The _]oyoas gccaﬁcm‘ chizh
: ,moned hxm :o town gqgi"
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lead in converfation. When he was
difpofed to talk, he never confidered
how far the indulgence of his own hu-
mour was agrecable to the company.
Hus difcourfe could only be interefting
to himfelf and lady Madelina; for it
related to his own caftle; how much he
and Geraldine had improved it; how
popular they weie among their neigh-
bours; and how they fpent their time.
He faid many ridiculous things, and ut-
tered many expieffions indrcative of
good nature and benevolence; yet,
though he. certainly did not intend it,
retirement had transformed the gallant
Monteith; and his wife and liis litele gicls
were ftill the heroines of his tale, Nean-
time the cougtefs appeared to be engaged
by lady Arabella’s fiivolity. Ier eye
indeed frequently reverted to her lord.
B whether her attention proceeded

VOl 1L ¢ {from
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from anxiety or affection even Fxtzof-
"borne could not difcover.
His lordfhip at length grew tired ; his

fifter had exhaufted her hyperbolical
rapture at this happy interview ; and the
converfation changing to place. of pub-
lic amufement allowed fome opening to
the countefs, The opera was mentioned.
Lady Arabella declared, that the new
grand ballet was fo charming, that it
abfoliitely threw heninto hyfterics, «1I
“ proteﬁ,’.’- continued fhe, ¢ I don’t
« think;I fhall dare to go again, for it-
« makes me downrighg nervos the next
« day.”

¢ I congratulate you,” faid lady Mon-
teith, « on the acquifition of a new
« pleafure. You had ufetd-to’ profefs
¢ yourfclf an cnemy to milfc.”

C« Ol T hate it fill in @ room, or

¢ where there is but on¢ gcg&mcr.
4 Bue
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« But the.opera is fo different. There
 the lights, and the company, and the
« fcenesyi and the dreffes, do fo increafe
« the effe@! And the dances are fo fing,
* and every body is fo overcome, and
¢ one feels fo fafcinated !

¢« The mufic I have been lately ac-
¢ cuftomed to,” refumed Geraldine,
“is in a very different ftyle. An old
« Highlander playing upon his bagpipe,
« and the voices of,two or three Stotch
« girls chaunting one of their fimple
¢ ditties, which reverberates an;ong our
« rocks, convey fo me a.moré pcxfa&a
« idea of the powers of melody, than the
« fcenes you defcribe. And though I
« hope frequently to vifit the opera
« while in London, 1 much doubt whe-
« ther my fénbibilicy ¢an” be fo ftrongly -
s afle@ed therc as it has frequently been”
« dyring. my evening rambles about
“ Jamcs-town
¢ I hope,

G2
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“ I hope, madam,” faid lady Made-
lina, ¢ that your ladyfhip never walks
« beyond the limits of your own park.”

«¢ James-town is but a little way from
< the caftle,” replied the countefs, not
immediately entering into :he force of
this obfervation; ¢ I go there moft days,
¢ and the walk is much pleafanter than
« the drive.”

« It is very right, niece,” obferved
lady Madelina, in 3 tone of ftritter
authority, «¢ that you fhould aflift your
« dcpendants ; but you fhould do it like
« a gentlewoman; and too frequent in-
« tercourfe breeds familiarity' and con-
“ tempt.”

¢« I have fortunately not found fami-
¢ liarity and contempt fynonimous,”
refumed lady Monteith, who, though
ggnglully filently aquiefcent, feemed on
the 'prefent orcafion difpofed to defend \
her own conduc. <« I appear to my

“ colony
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“ cololny in one uniform characer ; and
¢ however frequent mf vifits, or il:l
« whatever ftyle I make them, a friend
* is not unwelcome, and a benefactrefs
“ need not fear contempt. Continual
« intercourfe creates a mutual intereft.
«¢ I thoroughly enter intotheir charallérs.
s Befide, I acquire much knowledge in
“ various particulars, which thofe who
*are not perfonally acquainted with
¢ humble life can never accurately pof-
€« k&-” [}

« And of what ufe is that kn'owlcdge L
inquired lady Madelina,

« It may be applied to various pur--
¢ pofes. It teaches me the vilve of
‘ time., Becaufe while we are ftudying
s amufements to get rid of what we feel
“ to be an Ingumbrance,, the poverty of
« the labourer makes him confcious of
¢ its importance. He knows that he
« cannot wafte an hour without finding

G3 ¢ his
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« his daily food abridged. And when
“ 1 fee the ceconomical contrivances
“ which neceflity teaches, the humble
¢« comforts which ftand inftead of lux-
“ uries, and the cheerful patience with
 which real incon eniencies are borne
‘ by thofe who know no happier lot, I
“ cannot (at leaft immediately) become
« faftidious and extravagaat.”

“ The unfortunate fenfibility of my
« temper,” faid lady Arabella, « would
“ never permit me to fiequent fuch
« places. * You certainly mufl have very
¢ firong neives, fitter, I proteft, whep
« I have feen feveral lg,ttlc dirty, ftarved,
« naked children, peeping out of thofe
« {moky hovels which ftand by the road
¢« fide, I have often thought that it
¢ would be great mercy to dhoot them,
« as one dues Worn-out horfes.”

« To fhoot them!” exclaimed moft

of the company.
“« Yo'
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» % Yes!” refumed lady Arabella; « for
*¢ only think what a miferable life their’s
“ muft be,”

 Did you never fee any of thefe poor
“ little creatures merry 2 inquired the
countefs.

“ O yes! the little favages grinned
“ fometimes, and jumped about like
“ monkeys; and with jult as much
“ fenle; for if they thought at all, they
“ muft be miferable.”

Geraldine recollected the fentiment,
that « where ignofance is hlifs,” it is
bath cruel and foolifh to impart a know-
ledge whigh difcovers wretchednefs. But
while fhe*was cdnfidering how beft to’
point out thofe comforts which opulence
and intelligence might impart to the
poor, withgut creating defires unfuitable
to their ftations, her wfe@ions were
interrupted by an harangue of Fitz-
ofhorne. .
G 4 ¢ Nature,
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« Nature, madam,” faid he, addrefi-
ing himfelf to lady Arabella, < is not
« a niggard; though the imbecility of
¢ political inftitutions and the corrupt
“ ftate of fociety frequently confine her
“ beneficent views. [hefe infant favages
“ enjoy bleflings to which pcrhaps their
“ oppreflors are ftrangers.  Health,
*¢ patural liberty, exemption frem care,
¢ and a happy ignorance of all the re-
¢ ftraints which cuftom impofes, and all
‘“ the falfe indulgencies which affluence
< requires. Their manners are unde-
« praved, their inclinations unfophifti-
¢ cated. I fhould think thefe obfcure
« cots the chofen abodes of innocence
¢ and virtue.”

« That is rather too liberal a con-
« Je&ure,” rcturncd lady Monteith,
bcammo upon the fuppofed champion
of the equal dealings of Providence a
complacent imile. « My long refidence,

«in
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« in retirement allows me pofitively to
« contradiét the popular notion, that
« the country is the feat of Arcadian
¢ happinefs and purity, though much
« may be doﬂe ‘to-ameliorate the con-
<« dition of - the Jower claffes of fociety.;
«and I am copyinced, that, reﬁdmo
« among them is'one. of the moﬁ pro-
“ bable means of effe&ting that i miport-
‘ ant defign.”

1 perfe&tly agree with 'your hdy-
“fhip’s fentiments, particularly, when
« the poor, like the fortungte vaffals of

¢ Monteith, may contemplate éxdited |
“ rank without fear of imbibing’ cxot;c_f’
“ vices.” The countcfs blufhed, ‘and -
bowed at this compliment, wuhout re- -
colleéting, that it might be'intended for
her lord. . JF itzotborne watched the fud- .

den emotwn. « Can Vamty,” faid he
to himfelf, « be the riiling foible ? If
c5 “it

RS 34
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«it be, the fmothered flame fhall
« blaze.” 3
-Lord Monteith now took part in the
converfatlon « I hope, Sir, you mean
#'to put your own principles in practice,
« and that we fhall be vgry good friends
« when you come to refide at Kinloch
« Caftle. It is w:thﬁ: ¢ighty miles of
«yus, and we may freQuently join in
« parties upon the lakes and the moors.
« I was there once. 1 thought it a hor-
“ rid place with its canoplcd ftate beds,
« and Worm-eaten “tapeftry ; but you
« will give'it a more agreeable air when
“ yoh live there.”
« Live, sthere !” (Brieked- lady Ara.
_hglla. « What! live at Kinloch caftle ?
“ What a barbarous idea!”
~ « O you are thinking ¢ of t times of old,
"« poor Bella.  Yes! thcy»were barba-
« rous, I'll grant. But it “will be very
« different
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« different when you fhall be living
« there with a good hufband, from what
« it was when you wanted to fet off from
“it in fearch of one, Poor Bella! I
« remember your peeping through the
« painted glafs between the huge ftone
<« window-frames, and wondering, whe-
« ther the object that looked black
¢« at a great diftance was a cow or a
« gentleman, Poor Bella! If you are
¢ any thing of a knight-errant, Fitz-
« ofborne, you would have liked to have
« feen her fhut up in that catle, like an
« enchanted lady, waiting for fome gal-
¢ lant Long{'word to fet her at liberty,
« But I ‘fuppofc Longfword was be-
« pnighted, or fet upon by Saracens, for
« he never found his way to the caftlew
« Did he, Bella

. My lord'had now recdvered the con-
verfation ; and no common effort could

get it out of his hands, till lady Arabella
66 very:
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vety, gravely told him, that his raillery
was mifplaced. Hislordfhip then, ftarc-
ing up, gave his fifter a good-humoured
kxfs, declared that he did not mean to
difpleafe her, promifed to fay no more
about the caftle that nobody could get
out of, or the knight that never could get
in; and whifpering her, that he then
thought her the prettieft prifoner he ever
faw in his life, he fummoned the countefs
and hurried her back to Portland-place.
- Lady Arabella dcarcely waited till
they. were ‘out of fight, to afk if they
were not ftrange creatures.
' « The countcfs, faid F).tzoﬂ)orne,
‘? is moft amazingly beautiful.”
J ¢ She muft be very much 1mprovcd
o’ then,” returned lady Arabella « for
“ it ufcd to:be_doubted wh:ﬂxcr fhe was
« even pmty But I behev; gentlemen
¢ who' liive lived much ‘abroad have a
« fingular tafte in beauty.” “
« There
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. There are fome forms,” faid Fitz-
ofborne, bowing with a fignificant air,
¢« which would be eftecmed lovely in
« every region, Lady Monteith’s chief
« beauty is the fparkling intelligence of
s« her countenance; for certainly her
« features are not regular.”

¢« No,” rejoined her ladythip a little
appeafed, < her features are not regular ;
« and fome people will call that intelli-
« gence in her countenance conceit.”

« Is fhé countedevain 2

s Infuﬂ'crably fo. Tt is® her riling
« fbxble Evcry body who is acquiainted
 with her knowe ic. I wonder you did’
« ngt diféayer it.” - e

 Fitzofborne: promifed to confider: lhcr
chara&cr w"iith déeper attention at the
‘néxt'op ortﬂhxty. ‘& If yaitity,” faid he
o him IF‘ ok Bétndéed heér: predo#nmant ‘
e« fault e i§ rmpa?ﬁblc that her apparetit
@ héppmeﬁ'can b¥fincere.” The vanity of

“afu-
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« a fuperior mind is not gratified by com~
« mon incenfe; and Monteith feems too
« thoughtlefs to difcern her peculiar ex-
¢ cellencies, and too felf-engroffed to
‘¢ give them their appropriate praife. I
¢ fufpet that his peifonal advantages
< attratted her inexperience, and that
“ her judgment now fecretly reprobates
«¢ the premature choice.”

Lord Monteith’s opinion of the in-
tended difpofal of his fifter was, that it
was a very well-fchemed thing: ¢ She
“ was juﬁ:ea fit match,” faid he, « for
« a younger brother. Fitzofborne feems
« to have a great deal of fenfe, and we
« all know tfat Arabella is not one of
¢ king Solomon’s family. She will,
« perhaps, prove a.little refrattory at
« firt; but he will conduét himfelf
« cleverlyy. and foon conviace her that
«r:hwaﬁ{:na is the fuperior chara&er.

« You think fo, Geraldine, don’t you "
“ O, une
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“ 0, undoubtcdly I” .But, wich what—‘

, evcr certainty the countefs could fpeak
of her own fituation, fhe felt-extremely
doubtful as to the happy iffue of lady
Arabella’s profpeéts. In fpite of the
referve of her lover’s charaler, their
diflimilarity was evident. She was tri-
fling, fuperficial, felfifh, and unguarded :
with refpe&t to Fitzofborne, whenever
the thick veil with which he chofe to
obfcure himfelf admitted a cafual dif-
covery, ﬁ:pcnor intelligence and libe-
rality of fentiment were appafent, « I
“know,” faid Geraldine to hexfelf, -
“that Arabella’s gemper is impetuous, :
« her prejudices are rooted, and her .
* views of connubial happinefs are too
A« fuperﬁcml to make her even with to
« ammxlgtc i._}iafte to that of her huf-
« band’s, or .t 4ffign any merit to com-
« placent acqmcfcence. ‘His enlarged
& underftanding muft difcover her fool-
s ith
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«ifh pertinacity; and the generous feel-
« ing that always accompanies a liberal
« mind will be perpetually wounded by
« the contracted ideas of a felfith heart.
« Her ridiculous opinion of the conftant
“ incenfe which beauty demands pre-
« cludes all hope of her inprovement.
« She will be continually requiring a
¢ flatterer, and he a companion. I am
« certain, that even now he ftrongly
« feels the difproportion of their minds.
<« What harth expreffions did he utter
«“ agamﬂ: ‘the oppreflors of the poor.
« They were, doubtlcfs, pomtcd at her
€ extravagant notmm, whlcﬂ feemed to
« degrade ‘them from “the ‘faitk of ra-
« tional creatures, Indeed, though his
* mercenary deﬁgn fomewh‘at deba{és

,“hapligbn fite. ghosb it
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/The chain of her refle€ions was here
broken by his lordfhip’s obferving, that
fhe was as dull and as bad company as
his future brother-in-law.
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CHAP. XXV

Calm thinking villains, whom no faith can fixs
. - Of erooked councils and dark politics.
' Pore.

Firzossorwe called o return the
honour of lord Monteith’s vifit juft at
the time when his lordthip was gone out
on fome important bufinefs. This en-
gagement had been difcuffed the pre-
ceding evening, but. philofophers are
very apt 2o be abfent. He -inquired if
“the counteﬁ were at home, ard on fend-
ing iri‘his name he was -admitsed.’ Thire
"¢ould be no improprietyin reccwmg a
vifit from a gentleman who was foon to
become a relation ; ‘agd Geraldine had
been fufficiently mtefcﬁ:efi;" by his ap-
¢pearance to by anxlous- know if the
eftimate that fhe “had" fotmed of his.
ci"mrg&e r were juft.

Previous
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Previous to his arrival, fhe had been
amufing herfelf with a harp which had
lain filent for fome years. It had been
new ftrung by an eminent hand, and
was become capable of producing the
moft ravithing harmony. Fitzofborne
was an idolator of mufic. The fkill of
the countefs was too well known to
admit of difqualifying fpeeches.  She
readily complied with his requeft to ex-
hibit the powers of her inftrument, and
after a graceful prelude accompanied it
with her voice in the following fonnet:

SONNET TO MAY.

Come May, the empire of the earth aflume,
Be crown’d with flowers as univerfal queen;
Take fiom freth budded groves their tender

green,

Befpangled with Pomona’s richeft bloom,

And form thy veftore. Let thesfun ulame
The dew-drops glittéring in the blae ferene,
And let them hang, Hk« orient pearls, between

o T'hy loch « befprent with Flora’s beft perfume.
Attend
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Attend your fovereign’s feps, ye balmy gales !
O’er her ambrofial floads of fragrance pour ;
Let livelier verdure animate the vales,
And brighter hues embellith every flower ;
And hark, the concert of the woodland hails,
All gracious May' thy prefence, and thy power.

She enforced the laft liue with the whole
compafs of her melodious voice. The
apartment reverberated with the magic
founds. She paufed. Fitzofborne feem-
ed loft in fpeechlefs ecftafy. He raifed
his eyes, fuffufed with tears, and they
met thofe of the Countefs,~—He retired
to the window to recover from his emo-
tion, while the formed the ineffectual
wifh, that Arabella had pofitfled a mind
capable of eftitating and 1ewarding fuch
refined fenfibility.

It was fome moments before Fitz-
ofborne was able to renew the conver-
fation. At length he hefiratingly arti-
culated, « You devote many hours

« every day to this charming fcience £”
“ No.
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« No, indeed! I very feldom play,
« unlefs to perfect myfelf ina new tune,
« or to amufe lord Monteith.”

« Is lord Monteith fond of mufic ?”*"
<« Paffionately fo.”

«] did not fufpet fo. Of what
«¢ kind ?”

« Every -kind : from the loftieft
« compofitions of Handel to the fim-
« pleft ftrains of ruftic harmony. But
«t I prefume, fir, youf tafte is more dif-
« criminating ; and being formed upon
«¢ the refined Italian model, it requires
“ artful combinaticn and Qriking con-
< traft.” '

< It requires, madam, fuch an exalted

< gratification as it has juft cnjoy‘e.d.”
He then rofe, as if intending to take
leave, when a miniature of Lucy Evans,
which hung over the chimney glafs, ap-
peared firft to attract his eye; and he
3 exclaimed,
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cxclaimed, ¢ You paint, I know; do
* you take likeneffes ?”

« Very bad ones,” faid the countefs,
handing to him the picture. <« And
¢ when you view that juvenile peiform-
« ance with attention, you will fay fo.
¢« But it is highly valuable to me, fince
« it gives me a faint refemblance of a
¢« very eftimable friend.”

« I know,” faid Fitzofborne, fixing
his eyes upon her with a molt penetrat-
ing glance,  that your foul was 1eally
« formed for friendthip. I am a ply-
« fiognomift, madam.” °

«“] do not fulpe&t you of magical
« {kill,” replied Geraldir~ laughing,
¢ for I am very much inclined to con-
‘ tiovert your opinion, ‘I never had
“but one intimate friendfhip; and I
¢ meet with my Lucy too feldom, and
¢ our epiftolary communications are too
« limited, to admit of our attachment

€ im-
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¢imprinting any ftrong lines upon my
< countenance ; even allowing, what I
“ am not inclined to admit, that mental
«¢ habits imprefs indelible marks upon
¢ the mufcular organs.”

¢ I muft enter upon a defence of my
“art, madam; and if I am betrayed
“into any impropricties, remember
« yourfelf only can be to blame. You
¢ have long been attached to this lady,
« and fhe 1s fenfible, ammatcd, and pe-
¢ netrating.” .

“ If you go on with fuch fortunate
« gueffes, I fhall begin to retrad, and
« believe you pofiefled of the power of
« divination.”

« I only wifh to convince you, that
“ a conftant pcrfcvcrance in one train
« of thought muft give a corre& habit
* to the mind, and diffufe a ferene
% dignity over the countenance. And
s¢ certainly the collifion of twoingenuous

 minds
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« minds will brighten the qualiti‘és of
« each. The foul ever feeks its coun-
¢ terpart, and tries to affimilate itftlf to
« whatitadmires. Your correfpondence
¢« with a perfon fuch as you allow this
¢ lady to be, accounts fu: the fparkling
« intelligence of your manner, and all
« the lively emanations of your fafcinat-
¢ ing wit.”

The countefs replied with a bluthing
fmile, * I believe you are labouring
¢ under g little illufion. You certainly
« miftake me for lady Arabella; or are
« you fo accuftomed to compliment,
« that you involuntarily ‘adopt that
“ ftrain to every body ?”

“ You may miftake my charalter,
¢« madam,” faid Fitzolbovne; ¢ but it
« is impoffible that I can fuppofe you
¢ ate lady Arabella.” A decp figh
éfcaped at thofe words. He hcﬁtateq,

and then proceeded: ¢ I can, Lowever,
¢ ¢ntreat

1
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* cnrear your pardon with a better
“ grate, “ap T &dpaﬁﬁek an epportu~
“ nity of! expreffing tlie' fentiments
« which I flrongly f&el. ¥'there be
“ arfy indecorum it adiniring you:land
“ requefting your frisndthip, recolléd,
“ madam, I fhore that guilk. with the
« origioal of thig cKarming porie” *,
‘I'he cmﬁﬁ‘k ediatcly ?cpﬁéd‘*
« Fivery ' bﬁﬂcli of lerd Ménth’s
« family bastQadibitab! sasliims ol my
¥ a:tcnmt.i"  pedevid affarg:
« you, witaf his loryidp r tlals
" o et egfa p dﬂ ﬁ
“‘ts"impm&wf‘or mm mshkc Place
*9 by Wl cerant his figndiiviss by
m Qf dwht
T ¥ e by s power v ol udy
SAYabellulplhitn s iR e b,
f&m s, Byl brhoethe ‘o Md
3 to pillage-inthrn glooay cheos
of dowb; “ bus ] wiik hopefr she beft.
svar, 11 , oH “ We
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¢« 'We know, that ¢ whatever is is ﬁghe.’
¢ As the world is now conftituted, events
* are not in our ewn hands.” He then
rofe, and took leave with a more pro-
found figh than any he had before ut-
tered. ¢ Poor man!" sjaculated lady
Monteith, ¢ his feelings are 00 acute
«¢ for. happinefs. He ‘will become a
« prey to the moft. morbid: melancholy,
« and his inattentive wife will confider
« his deje&ion as a fuflicicnt excufc for

.*¢ her- diffipation.. I fee he is forced
«into thi fatal connexion by his friends,
4" Why does:he not exert the natural in-
o depcncknee ‘of bisenergetie chara@er,
&« a5id contemn the mercenary bond?
‘s How happy would he be with fuch a’
« partner as. my Lucy!”

Could lady Monterthd;ve penetrated
;he dark difguifes. of premeditating
vilhmy, how: différent:would - have been
the eoucluﬁon of her mental foliloguy.!

She
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She would as foon have pointed out an
alliance between the meek dignified
O&avis, and the infidious, cruel, im-
penetrable Tiberius. And now let me
for a few moments exercife that digreflive
privilege which I have claimed for ma-
ral purpofes.

I would afk the accurate judges of
mankind, what {triking traits of fuperior
eminence are yet vifible in Fitzofborne’s
condu&t? ‘What generous fentiment
falling fpontancouflysfrom the tongue
what artlefs difcovery of the genuine
emotions of an upright warthy hearg?
Are they charmed with the morals.of 2
man, whofe ambiguous expreffions .can
only be interpreted by fuppofing that he
fecretly defpifes the woman. whom he
avowedly pirfues ¥ . Contempt for fuch
mercenary treachery muft be the natnral
fentiment in unfophiticated minds; and
~contempt muft rife into abhorrence in

H2 cvery
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every breaft that is uncorrupted by the
laxity of modern principles, if they fup-
pole that his ardent commendations of a
w:arried lady were intended to convey
to her heart the audacious idea, that
they proceeded from the warm emotions
of preference. :

The mind of Geraldine was unfophif-
ticated and incorrupt. She faw his re-
Ju&ance to his intended marriage, and
interpreted his praifes-as he defign-
ed fhe fhould. ¥et .neither contempt
nor abhomence arofe in her breaft, On
the contrary, though {tcadily determined
to prevent any infineation tQ lady-Ara-
bella’s difadvantage, and to reprefs every
expreffion inconfiftent with the pure
dignity of .a matron, fhe fele for the
wiley Fitzofborne a mixture of pity and
efteem.
: 'O Fhattery !

How foon thy foff infinvating oil e
. Supples the toughett fouls !
. : What



A TALE:OF. THE ‘TIMES,  I4¢

Wlat better ‘method - can I adopt td
convince _the younger part of my
readers of the neceflity of thutting theix
ears to the fyren fong, than placing the
example of lady Monteith full in their
view ?  Adorned with every natural
and acquired accorﬁplifhment 3 ¢ chaftg
as the-ificle on Dian’s temple;” attached
to her hufband ; the fondeft of mothers;
domettic, prudent, and religious. Whag
profanation even:to fuppefe fuch con-
fummiate excellence®, open to an illicit
attack ! Yet Fitzofborne, dedply verfed
in the fcienge of human frailty, no fooner
perceived that het vapity Tiftened to his
blandithments, than he not only des
termined to 4ffzil her principles, bug
felt a firm c‘guvi&ion that his enterprize
would ficceed. . '
Her delicacy required, and his dupli-
city meditated, a covert affault. He
" perceived on recolleGion, that he had
H 3 been
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been tco unguarded in 'the preceding
converfation, and he refolved to follow
the path which fhe had pointed out, by
affeQling great refped for lady Arabella,
and cultivating the friendthip of lord
Monteith. He defpifed his lordfhip’s
abilities too much to fear that his obferv-
ation would be any impediment to his
views; and his own affumption of the
title of a hufband would only give an
unprincipled feducer moye wnfufpected
opportunities of fofwardihg ks mﬁdlous

dcrsgns * .
His vifits were now genera]iy made
when he knéw that ford Monteith was
at home ; and if his lordthip was abroad,
he only left a card for the countefs. His
behavxour ﬁo her, when they et in
company;” war paintedly refpectful and
referved. But care was always taken to
fhow that fc h'referve was the effet of
painful effort. By ftudioufly avoiding
cvery
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every opportunity of engaging her in
converfation, and by'a marked negle&
of thofe offices of general civility which
the laws of politenefs prefcribed, he ap-
peared fearful of trufting to the fafcepti-
bility of his own heart. He feemed
only anxious to guard his mind from
the intrufion of every image inconfiftent
with his fidelity to lady Arabella. His
eyes were fixed upon her, as if he hoped
to difcover fomething worthy of his
attention, - Semetignes, indeed, they
wandered to lady Monteith ; ‘but if fhe
obferved hxm, they were. mﬂantly with~
drawn, ‘with an expreflion of regret fox“
the involuntary :derelition.

Flis aim was to exhibit a fiperior
mind, inflexible in principle, but ten-
derly fufcefrible,” maintaining a fevere
ftruggle, and determined to be victo-
rious. Lady Monteith was fo far the dupe
of his artifices, as to view his condut

H 4 ~in



152 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

in the light that he defired. But fhe
alfo drew from it a confequence which
he did not intend. She fancied his ap-
parent efforts were fuccefsful, and fhe
now only regretted, that Arabella wanted
both the inclination and tl:e capacity to
improve her delicate fituation- to her
own advantage.

It has been obferved, that the feducer
feveral times conquers his unwarrantable
defires in the courfe of his guilty pur-
fuit. Compelled tq adopt, difguifes, to
confult opportunities, to avoid premas
ture difcoveries, the pain of repeated re-
ftrictions, impofed for the, purpofes
of vice, is greater than would -attend
the virtuous refolution of abandoning
the infidious projeét. This obfervation
was eminently juft in thr.%. ‘inftance of
Fitzofborne,. iis foul was not whirled
along | _;,tf'x'é‘ tempeft of paflion. Beauty
did ﬁﬁ}%xcitc violent emotion. Scnfe

and
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and f{weetnefs carried with them no ir=
reliltible charm. Flis frigid heart was,
too cold and fclfith to prompt his dia-
bolical inveatinn, or to extenuate his
crunes. His vices were fyflematic, the
refult of defizn, guided by mcthod,
{andtioned by fophiliry, aud originating
{rom the covert war which he waged,
sot merely again@t the chaflity, but alfe
agalalt the principles of his victims:
ot ok ly againlt their repuration, their
prace of mind, and their temporal pro~
fpeds, but againft their notiens of reti-
tude and religion, again(t thofe immortal
hopes which foftain the afflicted and’
footh the corroding pangs of repentant
guilt. '

To lac_iy. Arabella, unconfcious of his
defigns, Fitzofborne’s wcreafed atten-
tions gave a livelier pleafure, from the

idea that he intended by that means o
H S con~’
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convey a marked contempt of the
countefs, Her elation would have been
more complete, if he would have cor-
dially joined in thofe remarks on the
perfon and behaviour of Geraldine
which fupplied lady Madelina’s lomeftic
party with an agreeable topic for con-
verfation, She recollected, however,
with fatisfaltion, that, if he did not join
in thefe cenfures, he did not contradit
them, and the extenuating apologics
which he fometimes urged might rather
be termed an attempt to ¢ damn with
faint praife,” than afriengly defence. She
was confirmed in her opinion, that her
admirer fecretly defpifed lady Monteith’s
pretenfions to mental fuperiority, by ob-
ferving, that her dons mots ané remarks
palfed equally unregarded, while her
own were fure of having in him one at-
tcnt:n‘yﬁiﬁcncr. Lady Arabella’s views

of
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of life were neither very accurate nor
extenfive. Yet fhe had fome fufpicion,
that the connubial bond operated as a
powerful foporific upon the deference,
obfervance, and tendernefs, which lovers
fometimes, even in this refined age,
think proper to affume. Her dear vif<
countefs had affured her, that if Ed-
ward’s behaviour as a hufband equalled
his attentions as an admirer, they would
certainly be pointed at as an exemplary
couple ; for that ateprefent all the world
knew him by the title of hdy Arabella
Macdonald’s flave. No one more
ftrongly fele tholt paflions which Popc
affirms to be the predominate features in
the mind of women, ¢ the love of
pleafure” a.nd « the love of fway,” than
her ladyfhip. But finca it was at leaft
doubtful, whether fhe could continue
to be ¢ queen for life,” fhe was defirous
to protract the period which acknow-

H6 ledged



156 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

ledged her right of government; and,
as the gentleman was not very urgent
for an early day, the lady’s fenfibility
was not hurt by repeated denials.

Another unexpeéled caufe of delay at
this time intervened. Lady Madelina
had often declared, that as foon as (he
had fettled her dear niece to her fatif-
fattion, fhe fhould have entirely done
with a world of ‘which fhe repeatedly
affured her friends the was quite weary.
Twenty years beforé, on her firft mar-
riage with hier ever-lamented fir Simon
Frazer, fhe had ufed fimilar expreffions.
She then faid that fhe only lived for his
fake ; and if the were fo unfortunate as
to lofe him,” her ¢ occupation would be

gbne,i’ and exiflence would ‘become an,
infupportable burden. But as that de-
precaﬁcd event did bappen without any

3

R change n'her ladyfhip’s apparent
sclifh for the good things of this life, it
was
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was f:weted, that twenty years hence
Lier aiiectionate heart might find fome
pretest for that {trong attachment to
her perfon, which her exceflive attention
to her own health and fafety rendered
vifible to all who knew her. When the
reader, therefore, confiders the infinite
fucceffion of Laft plans, and final en-
gagements, which fthe would probably
have pleaded, his fenfibility will be lefs
hurt to find, that death Qealt by her, as
he did by « the fair huly in coftly robes,”
mentioned in the good old fong, by
compelling her to truft future events to
that Providence whofe fuperintendence
had not been her favourite fpeculation,

I have obferved, that the fettlements
were drawn up under lady Madelina’s
eye, who feemed defiroys of extending
the fupremacy which the had uniformly
excercifed over every perfon with whom
fhe was*connetted (except her niece)

beyond
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beyond the grave. She had multiplied
entails, and confidered every pofible
event of contention, feparation, divorce,
and fecond marriage. She had explored
the family pedigree, picked out the
moft fonorous hereditary chritian names,
and flringing three or four together,
which were capable of liquid pronuncia-
tion, the ordered, that they fhould be
adopted by the fucceflive fons and
daughters of this intended marriage, on
pain of forfeiting all'right to inheritance.
Jointure, pin-money, and alimony took
up feveral pages, and ¢thc finifhed deed
had more the appearance of a’truce be-
tween two inveterate enemies than a re-
cognition of mutual confidence and
cfteem. The very fight of thefe for-
‘midable parchments muft have annihi-
lated the whole court of Cytherea; but
*Torsﬁ?ltcly the modern Hymen never

briﬁgs his caufes before that tribunal, .
which
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which is now exclufively employed in
trying affairs of libertinifm, or, as it is
politely termed, gallantry.

Lady Madelina perufed the ftupendous
performance with delight; weighed the
technical meaning of e¢very word which
the ufeful tautology of the law had in-
troduced ; and, trfting, that the united
names of Fitzofborne, Frazer, and Mac-
donald ‘might found in courts and caftles
a thoufand years hence, declared that
fhe was perfedtly Jalisfed, Io is fup-
pofed, that -the pronunciation. of thofe
words, whish fhe lgad never before been
known to ufe, occafioned a mortal re-
vulfion in her oracular organs, for fhe
was found fpeechlefs next morning.
Lady Arabella’s determined refolution
of enjoying the pleafures® of a public
breakfaft prevented her from attending
to the affurances of her aunt’s woman,
that fuch a change muft be inevitably

followed
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followed by mortal confequences. She
contented herfclf with leaving pofitive
orders to be immediately fent for if lady
Madclina grew worfe, and drove off
with lady Fitzofborne, who convinced
her that fhe was perfectly right; for,
as the patient could not fpeak, company
could do her no feryice. The office of
fmoothing the bed of death devolved
on Geraldine, who haftened to the
houfe of mourning at the firft intimation
of what had happtned, and arrived a
few moments before lady Madelina ex-
pired,
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CHAP, XXVL

Let then the fair one beautifully c.y,
In Magdalene’s loofe hair and lifted eye.
Porr.

Tue mclancholy event related in my
laft Chapter was Ipeedily conveyed to-
the gay groupe whom the clegant'
dejeuné of the duchefs of A. had
affembled on the *lowery banks of
Thames. It was announced to lady
Arabella with very little preparation ;
for as, in complmnce with the withes-
of the company, though declaredly out
of {pirits, fhe had juft confented to ex-
hibic her own fine perfon and her lover’s
to the belt advantage by flanding up in
a reel, no one fuppoled but that fhe
night hear the fad tale with decent

tompofure. It was, however, quite
the
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the reverfe, and her fenfibility now be-
came as remarkable, as her fortitude
had been before. She fainted, fell into
hyfterics, wept, recovered, and was at
laft conveyed apparently lifelefs to her
carriage. Every creature prefent par-
took in her concern for lady Madelina’s
death, for it certainly fpoiled a moft
delightful party. Though the company
endeavoured to recover their fpirits
after the fair mourner was removed, all
attempts at brilliancy was prevented by
the unavoidable intrufion of ferious ideas.
The ladies grew as ftupid as if they wege
at church. Death’s heads and phyﬁc:ans
intruded into every fubje¢t; and the laft
topic of converfation that was ftarted by
the geptlemen was a difcuffion of the
mcnﬁ%tbe patent coffin,

I,,aéy Arabella was accompanied
hbome by .he Fitzofbornes. The vif-

countefs engaged in the friendly tatk
of
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of confolation, while Edward, leaning
back with his arms folded, and his eyes
fixed upon the lovely fufferer, (I fuppofe)
more deeply fympathized in her forrow;
for the harangues of the comforter were
only interrupted by lady Arabella’s fobs
and fighs, which did not abate in vio-
lence, though lady Fitzofborne was dif-
fufc on the folly of grieving for what
was fure to happen, and therefore what
nobody could prevent. The carriage
at length ftapped. « Lady Arabella was
fupported- up, ftairs, fwallowed more
bartthorn, and at length became fufe
ficiently compofed to make inquirics
after the particulars of an event of
which the had only yet reccived a
general account,

Lady Madelina’s firft ,gentlewoman,

a Macdonald by an indire&t defcent,
entered on. the fad recital. Nothing
-could be more capable of being com-
prefled
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prefled into a fmall compafs ;. but Mrs,
Margaret was eminently gifted with
that fpecies of oratory which may be
termed expanfion. Her poor dear lady’s
merits, her poor dear lady’s fufferings;
the confidence her poor dear lady placed
in her faithful fervices, and a firm con-
vi€ion, that flre hever fheuld furvive
her poor dear lady: thefe topics were
expatiated upon, till Arabella became a
little difpleafed that any one fhould take
up grief Jull at the inftant herfelf had
kid it down. It came-out in the courfe
of the narration, that from fome peculiar
circumftances lady Mohteith had adopt=
ed an opinion, that the fpark of life
was not atually extinguiflred; but that
the fpeedy exertion of proper mcans
might W’Va the. iu(pendcc'i animation.
To this opinion the phyficians, who
bad been fimimoned, lent fome coun-
tenance; and the humanity of the:
counte{s
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countefs promj)ted her not only to
command thefe applications, but by her
prefence to prevent “the proceedings
which are fomctimes injudicioufly
adopted at the firlt moment of apparent
diffolution.

Mrs. Margaret was not only con-
vinced of the inefficacy of the attempt,
but, conlcientioufly believing it to be
very prefumptuous, had refufed her
fervices, with fome little fenfe of indig-
nity at having had'them required, and
keen fufcepribility at the fuppofition
that*the copld bear to ftay in the room
where her poor deat lady lay. Arabella
joined in her opinion; and the difcourfe
changed from the viitues of Mrs,
Margaret and the “deceafed, to the
wickedne(s of dxf’curhmfr the dead, and
the concern which 'the affe&ionate niece
now felr, that her dear aunt had none of
. : : her
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ber own family to attend her in her Jalt
moments.

‘The failure of lady Monteith’s efforts
relieved Arabella from what might more
properly be called a vexation than a dif~
trefs ; and her fofter feclings, freed from
difagreeable embarrafiments, had leifure
to flow in the delicate channels which
etiquette prefcribes to grief,  She
mourned for one fortnight in the
fweeteft manner imaginable, drefled in
a clofe cap with her bouquct ftuck on
one fide, her robe loofely faftened, and
her arms hanging negligently. Al her
vifitants agreed, that fac looked prettier
than ever, and Fitzofborne was con-
tinually reminded of thofe well known
Ynes which charafterize the fair fex,
jgned to “ be adorned by

and « dreffedd moft amiably

',u

But
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But it was not over the unconfcious
tomb that this fair Aowret drooped.
The increafed fenfibility of the prefent
age, grown too fragile 1 encounter the
morbid contagion of death, declines all
intimate acquaintance with fpectacles of
muttality, and deputes hiteling hands
to perform thofe offices which the
fterner fortitude of former times claimed
as the peculiar privilege of affetion and
kindred. My attachment to obfolete
manners inclines mg to refer the univer-
fal cuftom of flying from the bed of
death and its melancholy appendages, to
fome other caufes than exceflive tendera -
nefs. I fulpe@ the fattidioufnefs of in-
dulgence, accuftomed to balk in the
funfhine of hfe, and bereft of fufficient
energy even to with to procure a de-
fence againft the ftorm. °I difcover the
encrvating habits of diffipation, the cant
of flattery, and the fophifms of felf-de-

5 " lufion.
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lufion. Beauty will not contemplate
the fixed raylefs eye, lefl the recolletion
fhould obfcure the brilliancy of its own:
youth and health refufe to be acquaint-
ed with the livid check, which preaches
the importance of the pafling hours;
and gaiety abjures all knowledge of the
clay-cold reliques of the human form,
left the fearful fentence of ¢ fuch fhalt
thou be” fhould palfy the graceful flep,
arrefl the {wift career of levity, and
render the whilper of adulation unin-
terefting. *

Lady Arabella’s fift tears flowed bea
neath her brother’s roof; but her ex-
treme fufceptibility foon required a frefh
afylum. Lady Monteith was the worft
comforter in the world; and ‘fhe was
convinged that her poor {pirits would

Qiire overcomre, if fhe did not get
BOPL(t people a little more like other

s, Geraldine indeed had performed
the

.
o
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the office of a coufoler to her Lucy with
tolerable fuccefs; but the retired daugh-
ter of a country*clergyman, and a fa-
fhionable belle, are different chara&ters:
and either the fimplicity of the countefs
did not difcriminate, or fome fectet
fpark of ill-nature prevented her from
adopting the proper method of treating
her prefent gueft, She” permitted lady
Arabella’s tears to ftream without any
admonition that they might dim. her
eyes- or injure her® complexion ; and
in the ‘moft violent' paroxyfms of gricf
fhe ftrove .o foften her emotions by
leading the difcourfe to her dear aunt’s
aifedtion ior her, and anxious folicitude
to prownste her happinefs. She had
once the wiwmanity to luggelt the idea,
thar the feparazed {pirit wounld be afflicted
by witnefling the forrow of furviving
friends; and that the.violent indulgence
Of extreme regret might be. conftrued

YOL, U, | to
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to proceed from a want of due fubmiffion
to the Supreme Difpofer of events. She
had indeed fuccefsfully expatiated on
thefe topics to Mifs Evans. The
countenance of that artle(s gir] affumed
an angelic compofure whillt lillening
to the folemn fentiments; and her hands
and eyes uplifted in meek refignation
feemed to fay, ¢ I will not impede the
« beatitude of my mother, ner murmur
« at the difpenfations of my &od.”

But in the prefeht inftance the awful
allufion produced very horrific effcéts.
Lady Arabella’sideas of ¢ things unfeen’
were extremely corifufed. She had never
had time to inveftigate the fubje@ her-
felf ; and, from fome arguments which
Mr. Fxtzofbo{pc had ufed. fhe was in-
clined ts. e, -that the vague notions
which. e had picked up in her early
yedfs were purely chimerical terrors,

the éﬂ"e& of low prejudices. She, there-
fore,
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fore, replied to the confolatory argu-
ments .of the countefs with a fhriek of
apprehenfion; befought her in future to
avoid fuch thocking expreffions; and,
looking round her, as if in expetation
of feeing lady Madelina’s ghott, {he be-
came fo fearful of having a vifionary
attendant, that the durlt not move from
one room to another without being ac~
companied by a corporeal guard.

At Mr.-Fitzofborne’s next vifit the
expatiated on the premeditated cruelty
of lady Monteith, who chofe the very
period of hey being fo low that fhe could
hardly fupport herfelf, to afli& her by
naming fubjets that fhe never could
bear. She was perfeétly innocent, fhe
faid; had never hurt any body, nor
committed any crime in her life; and
why need fhe be talked to -about fepa-
rated {pirits, and religion, as if fhe were
the greatelt finner in the world ? Lady

12 Monteith
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Monteith had even hinted, that there
would b¢ -an indecorum in her going
into public immediately after the ‘inter-
ment of an.aunt, who had to her fupplied
the tendernefs and protetion of the ma-
"ternal charaéter; and the was certain that
the funeral was delayed, not fo much out
of refpect, as to keep her immared, and
to make her break her heart, which was
much too refined and tepder ro endure
thofe forms of woeto which ftronger
minds might fubthit. In fine, fhe en-
joined Fitzofborne to ftate to lady Mon-
teith the improprietGy of her condu&,
and to convince hér how wrong it was
to talk about difagreeable things which
the could not be fure were trve. -Ed-
ward undertook the office, but advifed
lady Arabella ot to be too fanguine of )
fuccefs. Prejudices, he faid, were ftub-
born things o “contend with, and lady
Monteith had unfortunately imbibed

feveral.
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feveral. Ele complimented lady Ara-
bella on her more enlarged notions, but
conjured her to conceal a fuperiority
which might probably excite envy ; and
in cafe of any future attempts to infpirc
ber with fuperftitious terrors, le wifhed
her cither to give a fudden turn to the
converfation, or to enjoy the triumph
of reafon over bigotry in a dlgmﬁcd
filence.

Fitzofborac -entered on the tafk en~
Jomcd with the cruel avidity of a fan-
guinary mind, bent" on dcﬁroymg what
it was neceffitated to revere! His ob-
fervations on lady Montcnzh’s behaviour,
enabled him - cledtly to develope her
charadter ; and as he founded his hopes,
of fisccefs on her evident love of praife,
he was fenfible that the unaffeéted fin--
cerity of her religious pyinciples would
ptove a fteady bulwark too powerful to
be affailed by open ‘attacks, and which
he muft either undermine or abindon

13 his
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his purfuit. He perceived, that though
her vivacity at times tranfcendéd the
limits of rigid prudence, even in the
wildeft Rights of gaiety the moft guarded
ridicule on facred fubje&s was unpala-
table; and though the engrofling amufe-
ments of polite life afforded leis leifure for
rcfle@ion and devotional exercifes during
her ftay ia town, fhe ever pafled a dif-
fipated Sunday with evident regret, and
appeared to feel every omxfhon of duty
with the felf-reproach of confcious error,-
rather thax to avow her neglect with_the
bold air of one who expetts to be ap-
plauded for liberality, arid éxempnon
from prefcribed forms:”. The footing on
which he was received in the family gave
him frequent occafions of perceiving,
that, though fhe did not bu:ft out into
frequent cenfires againft immorality,
the never treated a grofs deviation from
morality and dccorum ‘with that levity

of



A TALE OF THE TIMES. I7§

of remark which warrants the conclu-
fion, that the obferver’s principles are
too relaxed to view flagitious conduét
with proper abhorrence. Though no
one knew better how to wing the fhaft
of raillery, and to encourage * fport
¢ that wrinkled care derides,” wit was
with her the companion of unreproved
pleafure, not the child of unreftrained
liberty. Its frolic hand was ever taught
to refpect the palhdxum of virtue and
religion, * -

The event wluch Geraldine had lately
witnefled confirmed her habxtml reve-
rence for feriousdybje@s. Without pros
fefling to feel any marked attachment to
Jady Madelina, or affecting forrow for
her lofs, fhe had contemplated an ob-
jeét of mortality with the fymp'athetic
thoughtfulnefs of one wito felt confcious
that the was a fellow-pilgrim, journeying

: 1'4" t0



3% A TALE OF THE TIMES.

to the fame bourne. A conviétion of
the ipftability of temporal pofieflions,
and the inefhciency of himan aid, would
naturally dire&t a confiderate mind to
firmer fupperts, and to recur to the idea
of a traveller, than which nothing can
be more analagous to human life. The,
certainty of a limited refidence amongft
the abjedts of fenfe excited a ftrong fo-
licitude to extend ler knowledge of
things invifible, and to fecure an intereft
in that undifcovered werld of which fhe
muft one day become an inhabitant.

A ftate of mind like that which I have
defcribed appears at the ‘ firft -glance to
be unfavourable to the defigns of a Fitz-
ofborpe. He thouglit it otherwife. It
was a difpofition which naturaily led to
the difcuffion of moral ang religious
truths, I:hc decent forms which the
cuﬁmﬁof the world ftill fanQions pre-

“ fcribed
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fcribed to the Monteiths the neceflity
of avoiding promifcuous vifitars, and
abfenting from public amuferhents. And
though the fair Arabells feemed to caft
a longing look from her fafgude upon
forbidden pleafure, the countefs liftened
to the narrative of the day with a more
languid attention, and imperceptibly led
back the converfation to fome improving
fubje@. Her attempts generally fright-
ened lady Arabella, and compelled her
to take refuge in hcr own tpartments;
where fhe found occupatxon in eonfulting
with her maid on the changc s of orna-
ment which the H¢erations in her mourn- -
ing would admit. Lord Monteith,
though at firft doubtful how he fhould
kill time during this melancholy period
of confinement, found fo much amufe-
ment in ringing the dumb*bell and learn-
ing to play on the violin, that he re-
15 lapfed
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lapfed into his old misfortune of want of
leifure ; and Fitzofborne would have
found it more difficult to avoid than to
fele&t opportunities for private conver-
fation with. Geraldine.
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CHAP. XXVII

e In difcourfe more fwveet—
Others apart fat on a hill retir*d;’ ) s
In thoughts more elevate, and reaon’d high
Of Providence, fore-knowledge, will, and fate,
Fix'd fate, fiee will, fore-knowie.ige abfolute, -
And found no end, in wandering mazes loft,
Of good and evil much they argued, then,
Of happinels and finai mifery, '
Paffion and apathy, glory and fhame,

Vain wifdom all, and falie philofophy..
MivToN.
.

Reaninc was one of lady Monteith’s
conftant amuferyents; and among her:
favourite writers the moral .pages of
Johnfon held a diftinguithed pre-emi-
nence. His inftrutive romance of Raf-
felas occupied her one morning. She
ftopped at the part which feemed to in-
timate the author’s belief in the poffibi-
lity of {pecral appearances. The idea

Rrongly engroffed her imagination. She
16 rumi-
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ruminated on the arguments which might
be adduced on either fide, and continued
in a profound reverie when Fitzofborne
entered the room,

After a paufe, in which lady Monteith
was trying to difengage her ideas from
the train of refleGtion whic they had
purfued, Edward politely exprefied his
fears that he had interrupted an agree-
able ftudy ; and, with an intimation that
he would immediately withdraw, inquired
what fubje¢ occypied her attention.
She delivered to him the unclofed vo-
lume without any comment. Ile read
the pafiage to which ker finger referred,
and reftored it with an obfervacion, that
the Britifh cenfor was perfe&ly confift-
ent. Geraldine, miftaking this remark
for approbation, replied, that the had
ever th,qug,ht' him fo, and therefore
ﬂrove*zaaform her mind by the exalted
Ward his works prefcribed. ‘

« I agree
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« I agree with you,” faid Fitzofborne,
¢ His writings do indeed prefcribe an
« exalted ftandard of morality, A gi-
¢« gantic one, I fhould rather fay, utterly
¢ inadequate to the prefent ftate of the
“ world. His views and writings are,
¢ however, all uniform. An enemy to
« levity and fimplicity, a lover of difci~
*« pline and fyftem, averfe to thofe rights
«¢ which man isherently pofiefies, tena-
“ cioys of thofe bulwarks which fociety
* forms, he ts repylfive in his politics,
“ uncomplying in his mafalicy, and
« auftere in hig religion.”

It was .or.iy :He laft obfervation which
convinced the countefs that this exor-
dium was defligned to cenfure her fa-
vourite author, and fhe began his de-
fence by making fome preliminary con-
ceflions. In extenuation of that air of
difcontent and depreflion which ever
pervades his works when he refers to

the
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the fituation of a profefled writer, fhe
maintained, that large allowances ought
to be made for the fenfibilicy of unpa-
tronized merit, confcious of defert and
ftruggling under calamity. She added,
that the fitvation of the moralift in his
early years precluded him from entering
into thofe morc refined clafles of fociety,
whofe amiable polith might have foft-
ened the afperities of his natural cha-
racter. But fince the world already
poflefled many elegapt inftfuctors, who
knew how:to aim the lighter fhafts of
fatire, and to blend improvement with
amufement, perhaps the lover of litera-
ture would not regret the circumftances
that gave him one lefs urbane moralift,
whofe auftere fenfe ‘exhibited the nobleft
model of energetic compolition and ex-
alted principle. *

¢ Your juftification, madam,” faid

Fitzofborne, ¢ is conclufive, The page
({4 of
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¢« of Johnfon will ever be reforted to by
«¢ the lover of variety, and will claim
« the appropriate commendations which
¢ you have given it, from.minds capa-
« ble of appreciating his; real worth,
¢« He is too profound to be the idol of
¢ the million: and as his beauties can
« only be relithed by an underftanding
« as vigorous as his own, fo his precepts
« feem calculated for difpofitions that
¢ refemble him in firmnefs. On fuch
« ftrong minds' his tendency to fuper-
« ftition can produceé no bad gffects,”

« My acquaintance is too limited,”
rejoined the coudtefs,  for me to know
¢ 3 perfon to whom I could not fafely
« recommend the works of Johnfon,”

« I beg your pardon,” interrupted
Edward, ¢ I fhould have many objec-
« tians to lady Arabella’s feeing the
< paffage which has wrought your mind

» ¢ intoits prefent ftate of bigh enthufiafm.
 The
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« The uncommon fufceptibility and
« delicacy of her chara&er would make
« her feel painful alarms, while I fee
¢ you only indulge a ¢ fine frenzy.’ In
«“ a converfation you lately had with
“¢ her, even fome of your guarded ex-
« preflions have caufed her the moft
s diftrefling agitation.”

Lady Monteith recolleéted that fhe
was talking to a Jover, and determined
to endure a little puerility. She ac-
knowledged, that it was natural for
Arabella o feem depreffed immediately
afier the lofs of a friend who had a&ed
the part of a fofter-mé&ther to her, and
fhe promifed to be very cautious in fu-
ture. * But,”’ continued fhe, ¢ I muft
¢« own, that the invifible agency of fe.
« parated fpirits is a very favdurite theme
« with mé; and though, contrary to
« the; oiinion-of the Abyflinian. fage, 1

\ cwld affirm, that we nevier have any
' ¢ certain
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« certain evidence that the dead are
« permitted to become abjelts of our
« fenfes, 1 have long rejuiced. in the
¢ hope, that our departed friends are
« the agents employed by over-ruling
« Providence to perform offices of care
¢ and tendernefs to their furviving con-
« nexions. This thought has moft fre~
« quently occurred to me, as I have
“ bent over my {leeping.children, and I
¢ have fancied glorified beings watched
“ our unconfcious hours with fimilar,

(TR ¥ o HATLG UL el T T RTITE IO SIEL
« attention. ‘When I was onde threat-
¢ enecrwith the lofs of my eldeft darling, .
<« I found Icnhb'}confolamn in the idea
“ of its becoming a guardian cherub to
¢ fuftain the innocence of its fifters
¢ through a dangerous world, and to
“ receive my parting pirig at the hour
« of my diffolution.”

While the countefs fpoke, her radiant
»yes were fuffufed with tears.  Fiizofe

borne,
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borne, checking fome unfubdued ftrug-
gles of confcience, which almoft tempted
him to with he could enjoy fuch vifionary
delights, coolly replied to her energetic
fpeech: « I fhould be very forry, ma-.
“ dam, ‘to interrupt thofe agreeable re-
« veries which in minds of your tem-
¢ perature can rarely be prejudicial. I
¢ fhall only ftate the dangerous confe-
¢ quences of fuch illufions becoming
¢ general. 'What a tremendous fuper-
& firuéture of impafition might, prieft-
« craft erec upon fuch a vifionary bafis!
¢ You do not pretend, madam, %o fay,
¢« that your hopes reit upon any "real
« foundation. The nature of the foul
¢« has hitherto eluded indisiry. It may
«in time become capable of abfolute
¢ definition ; .and though the age is not
« at prefent fufficiently. enlightened to
« afford a' folute proof of this fuppofed
« immaterial fubftance being only a
: . more
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« more exquilite configuration of perith-
« able atoms, incapable of diftin¢t exift-
« ence, the glorious epocha of truth and
« reafon is too near to allow us to believe
« the poffibility of fpeétral appearances,
«or even of fpiritual agency, in the
¢ manner your imagination ptompts you
« to with.”

Though lady Montexth was no deep
theologian, fhe had heatd of the mille~
nium, and the fufpenfion of confcioufnefs
in-the difermbodied-foul-and-he 5600
cluded that Fitzofborne wasa’ convert
to thofe doé:trines,.’q She was by no means
aware of the deeper tendency of his
views; yet, as fhe thought there was
fomething peculiar in his opinions, fhe
withed to fathom him upon thefe fub-
je&s. She kncw enough of the world
to be convinced, that divinity was not
the favourite ftudy of young men of fa-
thion; but fhe knew too, that deep
‘ learping
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learning was equally excluded from polite
circles. Fitzoflorne had betn announced
to her as the * mirror of information ;”’
and fhe faw nothing ridiculous in the
idea, that a man of réading fould de-
vote a part of his attention to the ftady
of the nobleft truths, Indificrenee on
ferious fubjeéts was, as far as her ob-
fervations extended, combined with ig-
norance and a general relaxation of mind.
Fitzofborne’s manner evinced energy and
“atténtion ~She had often fele indignant
at hearing’the witling attémpt to ridicule
what he did not undgrftand, or the li-
bertine feek to invalidate what he feared
to believe. But Ficzoflsorne ‘pofleffed
too.much real talent.to envy the wreath
that fades upon- the cofffomb’s brow,
and his coridp@ feemed too corre& to
fupply him with a motive for raking
fhelter in ‘nfidelicy.  His fentiments on

every fubje@t were moral and liberal:
His



A TALE OF THE TiMEs, 189

His felf-command was exemplary; his
information general; bis. reafoning,
theugh flowery, -ingenious,*and, in lady
Monteith's opinion, judicious. I have
already abferved, that her parts were
rather brilliant than profound. It will
not therefore be. furprifing, that fhe
fhould be-cafily entapgled .in: the fnare
of a fyllogifm, or that the unfufpefting
fincerity of her heart-fhould render her
a dupe toany one 'who took the trouble
to play the fpeciouss confummate hypo-
crite. R R
In forming her opinion of the dan.-
gerous charader which was now expofed
to her obfervation, fhe had fallen into
the fame error of ‘precipitate judgment
which the had been formerly guilty of
in the cafe of lord Montgith. She now
fupplied talents with as much liberality
as fhe formerly created virtues, Expe-
rience had convinced her, that love is
apt
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apt to look through magnifying optics ;
yet, though one pleafing phantom faded
after another, fomething really eftimable
ftill remained ; and on her comparing
her own lot with that of others, fhe
found abundant reafon tv acquiefce in a
ftate of refigned content. Recalling
{ome of Mrs, Evans’s early precepts, fhe
had laboured to fubdue thofe more ex-
quifite refinements of fenfibility, which
vainly look for confummate enjoyment
in this world ; and,ewithaut feeling too
lively regrets for the want of unattainable
good, fhe e¢njoyed thc cup of blefling
which Providence tendered to her ac-
ceptance. - She was in this ftate of mind
when her acquaintance with Fitzofborne
commenced. The peculiarity of his
charalter.drew her attention. The evi-
dent infelicity of his, connubial profpeé&s
atu‘a,ﬁed pitv. His condu& awakened
efteem, and his intelletual fuperiority

excited
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excited admiration. Neither did (he dif-
cover from what fecret failing in herfelf
that admiration fprung, nor that Vanity
is as great a magnifier as Love.

Fitzotborne had been fo careful to
veil his fcepticifm in ambiguous phrafes,
that lady Monteith’s folicitude to dif-
cover his principles really arofe from an
idea that their fingularity chiefly pro-
ceeded from their excellence, and that
by 'converfing with him fhe fhould
ftrengthen her. owns convitions. She
had often lamented, that lord Monteith’s
volatile temper deprived her of that fup-
porting judgmedt and dircQing care
which the conjugal inftitution was in-
tended to afford to the fofter fex.
Though not doubtful of the propriety
of her own ¢ondué, the naturally withed
it fhould receive the appfobation of an
obferving eye ; and a confcioufnefs of
-her own abilities was attendest with fome

repugnance
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repugnance to their ¢ wafting their
fweetnefs in the defert air.” T'he friend,
the advifer the had long wilhed for,
feemed now -to prefent himfelf to her
view in the perfon of an accomplithed
intelligent gentleman of irreproachable
worth, who would foon become a near
relation. Every idea of impropriety was
removed by this latter confideration ;
and, with the ufual imbecility of fhort-
fighted mortals, fhe fancied her charac-
ter might acquire’additional luftre by
imbibing the iplendor of fo fair an arche~
type. She had not cli'i}:ovcrpd, that

All was falfe, and hollow ; thongh his tongue
Dropp’d manna, and could make the worfe appear
The better reafon, to perplex and dath
Matareft councils; for his thoughts were low ;
T'o vice indutrious, but to nobler deeds
Tim’mes and ﬂo'thfu!; yet he. pleas’d the ear.

pogE - e aeC
He¥ endcavours to diveft this ® Demon

of fentiment” of his cherubic veil
were
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were, however, ineffetual. Wrapped
in his darling myftici{fm, he defied her
feruting.  His knowledge of the human
heart convinced him how powerful ah
engine fecrefy becomes when wielded
by a fkillful hand, and oppofed to the
reftlefs fpirit of female curiofity. But
while he eluded her inquiries, and
avoided a full difcovery of his own opi-
nions, he threw out enough to convince
her, that they were not only. extraordi-
nary but permanents and by compli-
menting the fagacious avidity with which
the feized every fentiment he fecmed
unwarily to 'difclo?c, he roufed the min-
gled folicitude of inquifitivenefs and
vanity, and formed an intereft which he
determined to improve, .

The converfation ended on his part
‘with a panegyric on morality, which he
loaded with oftentatious ornaments; and a
philippic againft the illiberality of fuppof-

VOL. II, 3 : ing
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ing that exalted minds needed any other
inducement toact rightly than the abftradt
lovelinefs of virtue. Iis lafl obfervation
was preficed by a folemn avowal of his
own refpeét for religion, which he ac-
knowledged to be a mott ufeful inven-
tion, and a neceffary reftriGtion upon the
untutored part of mankind. He left
lady Monteith in a fort of mazc, 1e-
gretting that he had not been more ex-
plicit on thofe points in which he had
confeffed his opinidns differed from hers,
delighted with his pure morality, and
enchanted with his cguverfgtion.

Her reverie was interrupted by lady
Arabella’s requelting the favour of her
opinion, whether tiffany, jeffamine, or
crape rofes, would make‘ the mofl cle-
gant fc%ou. She liftened with per-
plexed Hrention to a recapitulation of
the light airines of the formeg, ornament,
and the quiet accommodation of the

lauer;
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latter; and fhe felt mortified at being
obliged to witnefs the effe®t of their
alternate difplay on her ladyfhip’s court
drefs. While her eyes were fixed upon
vacancy, and her thoughts were regret-
ing the wilful negligence, which would
give to Fitzofborne a frivolous unintel~
ligent partner, fhe, with the indifference
of Swift’s Vanefla, pronounced an un-
confcious preference of the crape rofes,
This fiat was decifive, and lady Arabglla
returned to her own apartmept with her
maid and her milliner; a happy groupe,
till the difdovery} that a'lady whom lady
Arabella hated wore crape rofcs, drew
from the diftreffed fir one feveral pa-
thetic ejaculations on the peculiar uns
happinefs of her own lot, in being thus
prevented from having ' the preetielt
trimming in the world. Some tender
. tears were dropped, which were placed
to the account of her aunt; and after a
R2 few
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few expreffions, which from a perfon of
lefs delicacy might be termed fcolding,
fhe difmifled her terrified auditors with
a declaration, that the was very low,
and could not bear contradiction and
difappeintment.

Meantime lady Monteith had refumed
her ftudies, and began to difcover fome
of thofe faults in her beloved Johnfon
which Fitzofborne had pointed out, when
lord -Montcith entered the room, highly
clated that he had juft made himfelf
comp]cte.maﬂcr of ¢« Britons firike
« home,” and entreating her to accom-
pany him upon the harp., She com-
plied;; but the fmile of acquiefcence was
more of the penfive than of the exhi-
larating kind ; and her thoughts wan-
dered to the prohibited haunts of ufelefs
regrets for the paft, and vain anticipa-
tions of wne future. But while, in her

garcer of impofiibilities, fhe was bcgm-
ning
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ning to wifh that Monteith poffefi.d the
intelligent mind of Fitzofborne, her care-
lefs hand ftruck a falfe chord, and a me-
chanical impulfe aroufcd: her attention
time enough to anfwer her lord’s in-
quiries, if fhe was well, and if any thing
made her unhappy. His affectionate
folicitude reftored her mind to its uful
temperament, and fhe chided hetfelf
for indulging a thought inconfiftent with
the gratitude and efteem which fhe
owed to her plighted confort., She re-
colle&ted, that different excellencies be-
long to different chara&ers ; and that it
is the abufe, ndt the want, of a talent”
which ftamps criminality upon any one.
She made allowances for the force of
habit confpiring with ftrong paflions,
unreflrained by an expenfive;.yet de-
fective, education, and ihAamed by the
feductions of afluence and uncontrolled
freedoni:of aGtion. While thefe rcflec-
- K3 tions
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tions fucceffively occupied her mind, a
tender {weetnefs diffufed itfelf over her
countenance, and her hand executed
¢ Britons ftrike home” entirely to his
lordfhip’s fatisfaction,
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CHAP. XXVIL

Then gay ideas crowd the vacant beain,

While peers and dukes, and all their {weeping train,

And garters, Rus, and coronets appear,

And in foft founds, ¢ Your Grace” falutes the ear,
PorE.

Frrzossonne’s thoughts were now fo
engroffed by his intended attack on the
principles and honour of lady Monteith,
that he felt as little interefted about the
event of his engagerhents with lady Ara-
bella 3s if the marriage ceftmony had
really taken plage. Fle was roufed from .
this infenfibility by the noble vifcount
his brother, who, having procured a copy
of the redoubtable fettletnent, which I
have befora mentioned, {wore upon his
honour (his lordfhip, theugh very fond
of this oath, was never known to be

forfworn) that the terms were too hard
K4 for
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for any man above a fhoe-black to ablde
by. ¢ I would have you by all means,
¢« Ned,” faid he, « make a better bar-
« gain for yourfelf, The girl is im-
¢ menfely fond of you, that is evident,
“and a fellow wih a tenth part of
¢ your addrefs would maie the pretwy
“¢ driveller accede to any thing. Can't
“ you give her a little fentiment upon.
< the occafion, and tell her, that by re-
“ ferving all her fortune in her own
“ powe:, it will be abfolutely impofiible
“for her ever to' enjoy the fublime
« gratification of receiving obligations
« from the perfon the Joves? Can’t you
« flourifh too upon the provifion in cafe
‘¢ of feparation and divorce, and declare
“ that the frigorific idea petrifies your
¢ whole frame? Be maflter of her fortune,
¢ however, at all events; for let mc
“ tell you, my dear lad, a wife’s affec-
« tigns in *his age are but a transferable

“ com-
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« commodity of little permanent value,
< I affure you,”

Edward felt too well convinced of his
influence to doubt the poffibility of his
acquiring the glittering prize upen his
own terms; and he fketched in his
mind the only conditions upon which he
would confent to give the lady the ho-
nour of his name. Thele conditions
were remarkable for nothing but their
being a direé contradiion to lady Ma-
delina’s plan. But,on his firft converfa-
tion with lady Arahella upopsthe fubje&:
he difcovered, that he had greatly mif-
taken her chara@er when he attributed
to it any degree of pliability in pecuniary
matters. She, indeed, loved to fquan-
der with thoughtlefs profufion; but that
very love of fquandering fuggefled the
propriety of retaining’ the power of
doing fo; and the lovers parted with

great mutual diffatisfaction : Ldward
K§ convinced
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convinced that his merits would confes
honour upon any lady on whom he be-
frowed his hand, and lady Arabella per-
fuaded that a younger brother has no
right to expeét a higher office than to
be his wife’s fteward, if he be fo lucky
as to engage the good opwion of a
woman of fortune. Both fecmed in-
clined to bring their matrimonial pre-
tenfions to a freth market. He thought
that his perfon might attraét fome fair
one equally rich and lefs mercenary ;
and fhe krew, that when people calcu-
late upon good matches there is always
as great a difference b¥tween prefent
pofleflion and revertionary expeétation,
as there is between the comparative
fplendor of a baronial and a ducal coro-
net.  The+gentleman pondéred upon
the propticty of difcontinuing his ad-
drgfds 5 but the lady haftened his deli-
bepations by informing him, that if his

vifits
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vifits at Portland-place were upon her
account, fhe begged fhe might not in
future interrupt his impertant avoca-
tions; and thus Mr. Fitzofborne was
fuddenly reduced to the- fituation of a
rejefted fwain, a condition which the
verfatility of his talents kncw how to_
improve. -

Lady Arabellas ﬁ'wollty, fdﬁﬂmeﬁ,
and avowed expeftation of making, fu-
perior conquefts, did not difcredit the -
tale which Fitzofbgrne told of his difs..
miffion. ‘The blunt integrity of lord:
Monteith’s’ character took fire at his
fifter’s evident dereliction of the princi-"
ples of honour, conftancy, and female:-
delicacy ; and the reluCtance with which
the fpecious Edward appeared to difco-
ver her caPrice irritated his ardént tem--
per ftill more. He charged her with
bafe ipfidelity and grofs indecorum;

and fhe evaded the charge by urging,
k6 ‘that
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that fhe was a free independent being,
and accountable to no one for her adtions,
which were the refult of her opinions ;
and no one had any right to fcrutinize
the opinions of others. The earl raved
againft this heterodox doétrine, becaufe
it militated againft his with of upremacy,
without difcovering that there was a
degree of ingratitude in the application
of thefe principles againft the intereit
of the mafter from whom the had ac-
quired them ; and her ladyfhip refolved
never to «piflead hér hufband by fur-
'\nifhing a previous inflance of her fub-
miffion to her brother’s'authority. She
removed on the very evening of the
difpute to the houfe of lord vifcount
Fitzofborne.

In order to eypluin the rcafon of her
chooﬁn&ﬁxhat afylum, I muft unriddle a
llttlc(Mz’.%xavehan policy. The fituation

oﬁ thc noble houﬁ. of Fitzofborne was
become
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become {o very precarious in point of
credit, that the reprefentative of its ho-
nours, like Shakefpeare’s Percy, had
long < caft many a northern look to
¢ {ee the Frazer bring up his powers,”
I he luttrious vifcount indeed could not
give himfelf a legal title to that fpacious
inberitance which now centered in lady
Arabelia; but his fraternal with of tranf-
fureing it to hiv own family was not quite
arfinierefted.  Edward had ever ap-
peaied too abftratted, too generous,
aid too fuperior to fow mercenary views,
to deny a brother the loah of a few
thoufands, and bis indifference to money .
wan in the vifcount’s opinion the caufe
of Liis prefent difappointment ; for had
his whole heart been engroffed by the
dufire of advancing his fortune, the
jotty bird might have beat her gay
piumage in ufelefs vexation, at finding

herfelf
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herlelf furrounded by too many toils
ever to hope for recovered liberty.
~ In oppofition to thofe faturnine cen-
fors who affirm thar a genteel pair never
think or a& in concert, I have to relate
a fcheme in which the vifcount and his
lady cordially co-operated, and which,
though it might not terminate in an in-
vocation of Venus’s antique doves, pro-
mifed to produce a modern pigeon.
‘T'hie farce commenced with a vifit from
the vifcountels to hgr dear. triend ; du-
ring which fhe heard with mingled fur-
prize and grief that Mr. Fitzofborne’s
expedations were fo viry illiberal, and
his temper fo very uncomplying, that
the connettion was diffolved. She com-
mended the laudable fpirit which dic-
tated lady Arabella’s refolutivn of fooner
breaking her heart than fubmitting to
unjuftifiable demands; buc when fhe
added, .
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added, that, by thus afting with proper
regard to female dignity; fthe had ex.
cited the refentment of hg;‘ibrothcr, the
indignation of her fympathizing friend
exceeded all bounds. With bitter far-
cafms on the indelicacy of lord Mon-
teith’s interference, fhe intreated her to
remove direétly to lord Fitzofborne’s,
and aflured her, that offended beauty
would find a protector in the vifcount,
who would cuher compel Edward to
make propcr gonceflions, or difown him
for a brother. There was {dmething
truly Romar in t‘his fentiment. It was
exprefled with becoming dignity ; and
the vifcountefs, ftill farther to enforce
it, added, ¢« You will ger a little more
“ into the world, my dear, from which,
¢ it is certain, you have lately been too
« much fecluded. We have frequently
«little private parties, at which you
+¢ cannot objeét to taking a card, for

¢ nobody
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¢ nobody will know any thing about it,
“fo that there cannot be any indeco-
“rum. [ proteft, I think you grow
“ more bewitching every hour. Your
¢ mourning becomes you fo exquifitely,
“ that in pity to the world I ought to
« propofe keeping you fhut up, that
« other belles may have a little chance;
¢ but I own I am malicious enough to
« wifh to give a little fillip to Edward’s
¢ fears, Nothing is fo animating as a
« ftrong fit of jealoafy, and I know that
«to make freth conquefts you.need
“only appear.” So friendfhip urged ;
and its arguments were conclufive,

‘The parties might now be faid to be
fairly drawn up in battle array; for, not
to yield to the Fitzofbornes i in hofpitality,
Jord Moniteith had infifted that Edward
thould Beé€ome his gueft;.and, though
their taf’(c' dnd difpofitions were by no

mcan,s in unifon, he fancied himfelf’
’ highly
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highly gratified with the companion he
had fele@ted; and he was much too
warm an advccate for what he efteemed
an injured charaer to permit the
countefs to continue neutral.  Fitz-
ofborne’s affetted dejection foon in-
terefted her feeling heart; and, though
fhe could fcarcely confider the lofs of
an Arabella to be a misfortune, fhe fele
that great allowance fhould be made for
the force of difappointment upon a mind
{o ftrongly fifceptible. Still incredulous
as to the reality of his attachment, fhe
was inclined te believe, that after he
had acceded to the -propofuls of his
friends, a fenfe of honour and the force
of habit had produced in his refined dif-
pofition a recurrence of the fame images,
which might be almoft fuppofed equi-
valent to preference. The void which
female caprice had left in his imagina-
tion muft be at prefent painfyl, and,

though
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though an enlightened underflanding
would foon occupy the chafm with a
more brilliant et of ideas, delicate fen-
fibility might be allowed to ftart at the
illiberal ridicule which a cenforious
world is ever ready » beflow on a
jilted fwain or a forfaken damfel. Be-
fide, without being mercenary, might
not a prudent man regret the lofs of a
fplendid cftablitament? To foften that
regret fhe exerted all the brilliant powers
of her mind, and.all the fafcinating
graces of cher numerous accomplith-
ments. Charmed out of his pretended
melancholy, F itzofborne feemed to be-
ftow a liftlefs attention, varying the
contour of his expieflions as the ftyle of
her attrations required: Sometimes
terminating his filert aduldtion by ex-
claiming, « I'Iappy Monteith !” At
anogger exnatiating in praife of friend-

fhigh or, if he aimed at, making the
e
mofl
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moft forcible imprefiion, he only ine
terrupted the vivacity of her tones by
the frequency of his fighs. Butin cither
inftance he was equally careful that lord
Monteith thould hear both the exclama-

tions and the fighs. ‘
Difappointed by perceiving that his
dejection did not yield to time, and
more than ever convinced that love
could not have made fuch an incurable
wound, the countefs began to fufpet
that this difdrder wag conftitutional, and
the propofed: his. applymg Lol chxcty and
change of feer e, the uftral recipe for a
melancholic hififour. His conftant re-
jeftion of invitations induced her to
pique his pride. Do. you know,”
faid fhe, ¢ that lady Arabelia fourithes
< in the firft circles, and is become fo
« very irrefiftible, that not only wits
« and beaus writ¢ madrigals ‘to her, but
‘ ‘ €3 cers
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¢ a certain young cule of our acquaint-
“ance is thought to be ferioufly en-
<« tangled 7 They arg to be at the opera
¢ together to-night in his grace’s box.
« Now I intend to go, and take you for
“my cecyleo. W hae fay you to my
¢ f{cheme ? It will be generous to fhew
¢ the young adventurer how Armida
“ metamorphofes her kunights before
¢ he is irrecoverably enchanted.”

“] am very willing to exhibit my
“ woe-begone face, if thé publication
« of it will afford you any amufement,”
returned 'Fitzotborne. ¢ The duke
“and I fhall not excighge’ any angry
s« glances, and I honour lady Arabella’s
¢ fincerity too much to feel any refent-
¢ ment at her conduét. She has only
“ exercifed the indabitable right of
¢ every human being. Ier heart has
« changed its poffeffor, and fhe has

5 &)eycd s diftates.” ,
« Doe-
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¢ Does not your candour grant rather
“ too great a latitude here ?” inquired
the countefs.
¢« Confidering the prejudices of the
“ times, I certainly do. But is there
“ not a great degree of cruelty in re-
« quiring conftancy from thole minds
« that have not fufficient fortitude to be
« really immutable? And after all, as
¢ we can only affume the appearance of
i, is it not alfo unjuft, and wicked
“ too, as we create a'neceffity for hypo-
¢ crify 2 “To difeafes in different confti-
¢ tutions we prefcribe different reme-
¢ dies; but the diforders of the mind
“ muft all be cured by one univerfal
¢ panacea. Surely it is only the tyranny
« of cuftom that prevents us from adapt-
¢ ing our moral code to every charaéter,
¢ inftead of ftretching diffimilar minds
« on the gigantic iron couch defigned
‘¢ for a Procruftes.” N
Lady
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Lady Monteith felt ftartled, She
recollected that where much was
given much would be required; yet
this text related to diffimilar powers
of doing good, and ~ould not pofiibly
be urged in extenuation oi any vicious
aflion. But Fitzofborne interrupted
her mufings by affuming a gayer air
than he had latcly exhibited. ¢ I fee,”
faid he, « I fhall have fome difficulry to
« reconcile you to a// my opinions;
« But, no matter; when [ legiflate for
¢ the world, don’t Ratter youtfelf, that
¢ [ fhall propofe a lax fyftem to you.
¢« ] know how to eflimate your mental
*¢ ability, and your code fhall be rigorous
« and coercive.”

*¢ Darg,you repeat this fpeech to-
« nighy®¢*the opera in the heaiing of
¢ Jady Arabella ?” faid the countefs.

s There requires no courage to re-
$¢ peat an undifputed truth in the hear-

[ € mg
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“ing of the whole world.” Lady
Monteith forgot her difapprobation of
the novelty, fingularity, and laxity of
Fitzofborne’s opinions; and as the
drove to form her party for the evening,
fhe only remembered his happy talent at
a compliment.
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ClI AP. XXVIIL

1t 18 Jealoufy's peculiat nav, .o
To {well fmall things to gieat; na, out of nothing

To conjme much,
Youxg,

T ue polite world were fo engroffed by
engagements, that lady Monteith found
it impofiible to ferm a party to her
fatisfaction. Exclufive of the pale vo-
taries, who facrifice peace, health, for-
tune, and honour at the thrine of Pharo,
feveral were engaged to the Quizzes,
and more to the Cabinet of Monkies,
which was juff opened. The fair coun-
tefs couldg®rcely get any body into
her pasty but thofe who were left out of
all eghers: and they who refufed her

fecretly laughed at the rufticity of fup-'
pofing
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pofing any body, who lived in the
world, could defer till two o’clock the
important bufinefs of fixing the even-
ing occupation. She was forced to be
contented with an antiquated belle of
the laft age, and a would-be fine lady
of the prefent, to whom fhe was lucky
enough to add a beau, fir Ilargrave
Nappy, a gentleman, who though
known by every body to be incurably
deaf, had long laboured under the tan-
talizing de efite of withing to be thourht
a connoiffeur in mufic.  Wis® this de-
fign be conflantly attended the opera,
where his.unvarying countenance and
fixed polturc procured him the appella-
tion of the pillar of melody.
Surtounded by the groupe I have
deferibod, and efcorted Ry the gallane
Edward Fitzofborne, lady Monteith
entercd a fide-box oppofite to that
*which was occupied by lady Arabella’s
vOL. 11 I party.
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party. Had Geraldine intended to have
felected foils for her own perfon, the
females in her train were moft happily
gifted by nature for that purpofe; and
in point of celebrity they were jult
enough known to mal.e it difficult for
any lady to decline being their com-
panion.  Repeated mortifications had
taught them the arcana of high life; and
the protection of a countefs was fuffi-
ciently flattering to confine them to that
humble part which, they fuppofed her
ladyfhip intended they fhould fuftain,
Claiming fir Haigrave for their fhaie
of the beaus, they invited him to feat
himfelf between them, and they ad-
dreffed all their olfirvations to hin,
without ongg turnirg their heads to
Iiften to.f{*ﬁ}tonvcnﬁuirm which paffed
behind ghem. But fir FHaigrave was fo
abforbéd ‘nopera ecflacies, that unlefs his

eye happened to inform him that he was
peculiarly
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peculiarly addrefled, all the finart things
paffed utterly unnoticed. Indeed the:
only honour that they ever received
was a half bend, after which the amateur
refumed his former erect pofition, and
with one hard in his bofom, and the
other (on which was a fine antique)
beating time on the front of the box, he
repeated, like Shakefpeare’s Lorenzo,.
« Mark the mufic.” .

It is a very great pity that thefe un-
fortunate finart things fhould be wholly
loft, The prefcient mufe at leaft muft be
fuppoled to, have jicard them ; but I feel
fo anxious to return to the reft of the
party, that I muft defer the recapitula-
tion of them to fome other opportunity,
promifing, if poflible, either to inter-
weave them with the hittory of my
travels, or, if ] have no other-means of
introdution, to give them to the world™”
° ' L2 s + iy
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in the form of ¢« More laft words of
Mrs. Prudentia.”

The blooming Geraldine never ap-
peared fo enchamting. She perceived,
with a degree of pleafure, in which the
did not fufpett any criminality, that the
adventures of her box proved infinitely
more interefting to lady Arabella, than
the devoirs of the noble duke whom fhe
wifhed to exhjbit as her captive. Fitz-
ofborne was in excellent fpirits. The
countefs enjoyed the circumftance. She
thought fie had been extremely ill ufed,
and fhe applauded the fpirit which could
return infult with contempt. His at-
tentions to herfelf, confidered in this
point of view, gave her fincere fatif-
faction. She returned them. "Her
natural vivacjty, combining with .ag-
cidental circumftances, hurried her ol
a degree of mirth, which, to thofe who
&vere unacquainted with its motives, ap-

9 peared
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peared to border upon coquetry, more
than the innocence of her heart and the
rectitude of her principles would have
permitted.

But while the lamb, bafking in the
blaze of noon, bounds over the fiowery
hillock,” the wolf watches its haunts and
meditates its deftrudtion. To exemplify
my pafloral fimile: Firzofborne faw with
diabolical exultation, that Geraldine’s
behaviour had attra&cd general at-
tention. He doubted not but calumny
would be ready to frame fome mahgnant
whifper, and h& underftood the maxim
which teaches that ¢ virtue rarely fur-
vives the lofs of reputation.” Though
he conceived that the powers of his own
invention were fully equal to overthrow
any defence which lady Monteith might
make, he did not difdain adventitious
aid. His watchful eye, though feem-
ingly only fixed on the lovely form

L3, which
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which was feated by him, had difcover-
ed lord Monteith in the pit. He per-
ceived too that he was attentive to his
lady’s behaviour, and he fancied he read
difpleafure in his countenance. ¢ Can
¢ this thoughtlefs animal,” faid Fitz-
ofborne to himfelf, ¢¢ have any thing
« like jealoufy in his compofition? He
¢ feems lefs carelefs than ufual. If fo,
« it is indeed above my hopes.”

‘While he rummatcd ou this idea,
the door of the box opened, and a
young man of fafhion ftepped in. He
was an intimate friend” of lord Mon-
teith’s; and, feeing the countefs in
what he thought a new point of view,
he was defirous of fharing the pleafure
which her converfation afforded. This
did not increale the gaiety of the party.
T hq pearance of a ftranger caufed a
te@porary iuterruption. Geraldine. re-

icol&&cd her thoughts, and her natural
delicacy
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delicacy féemed to fhrink from an in-
trufion which, though fanctioned by the
freedom of our prefent fyftem of man-
ners, feemed inconfiftent with ftrict
politenefs.  His ftyle of addrefs too
was bold and familiar, very different
from the infinuating fenGbility of Fitz-
ofborne, who, though confcious of dif-
tinction, never appeared to prefume
upon favour. Shé determined to mark
her approbation of his behaviour by her
own condué, and,’inftead of the con-
fidence and vivacity which sfarked her
deportment. psevious to the entrance.
of her new gueft, the became as cold
and circumfcribed in her anfwers as
the rules of civility could poffible ad-
mit. .

Lord Monteith now gntered the box;
and, as he never concealed any fenti~
ment; the difpleafure he felt was ftrongly
marked in his countenance. He had

L4 heard



224 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

heard his lady pointed out as uncom-
monly beautiful by a ftranger who fat
-next him; and though he was very weil
pleafed with that plaudit, the fubfequent
obfervations were not fatisfallory. To
the words, ¢« Charming creature !”
were added, “and fo gay, [o lively too
“in her manners! what a happy man
¢ chat gentleman muft be!” The
ftranger was juft arrived from the
country, and unwittingly. fuppofed that
a married pair .would not forfeit their
claims to* «celebrity by ‘appearing at
the fame entertainment in.the fame
party. : Every . exclamation which he
uttered in compliment of the affe@tion-
ate attention of this peerlefs couple in-
creafed the earl’s reftleflne(s; and, no
longer abig. to. conceal his own right
to the charfner who thus fafcinated all
eyes,:  fie: fuddenly rofe and joined her.
Hé had feen nothmg in her manner

which
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which cuftom did not juftify, and Fitz-
ofborne was of all others: the friend in
whom he could moft confide. Yer,
without knowing what to blame, he
thought the laws of cui’tom required
revifal.

Geraldine had not that fpecies of for-
titudde which fees difpleafure on a hul-
band’s brow without any fentiment but
exultation.  She was ignorant of thofe
principles which teach the diffipated
wife who has long rgnounced the power
of pleafing to exult in the gapacity of
giving pain. The light heart which
had prompted the gay repartee became
loaded with fudden depreffion, and the
fiolic fmile vanifhed with the unaffected
vivacity which had given it birth,

The world had much to fay on the
adventures of this evcning Poor Ara-
bella! every body was very forry* foi

*her, Lady Monteith had - ccrtaml%ﬂ
L§ {pirited.
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fpirited away her lover. Iler exult-
ation upon the occafion was rather too
marked for a woman of prodigious
decorum; and really, if fhe did con-
tinue to flirt 1t fo notorioufly in public,
fhe muft renounce her pretenfions to
fuch very ftri® propriety, and confent
to be thought no better than other
people.

At coming out of the opera Fitz
ofborne tapped lord Monteith upon
the fhoulder, and, afked him, how he
difpofed of himfelf for the evening.
« At home, if you havc nothing better
<€ to propofc:” was the anfwer. * There
« is a {pirited fet juft gone to Biookes’s,”
continued Fitzofborne; ¢ fuppofe we
« follow them to obferve manncis and
«¢ charallers.” Ilis lordihip had no
objection,

Early in lord Monteith’s life his

name was unfortunately familiat to the
frequenters
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frequenters of the gaming-table-and the
heroes of the turf,-* His attachment to
the lovely Geraldine leflfened that dan-
gerous propenfity ; and, though fhe had
failed in her endeavours to infpire a love
of elegant plealures, indifference for his
former purfuits had gradually increafed
to difguft: the lefs pernicious fports
of the field, and a boyifh turn of amufe-
ment, fucceeding in occupying a mind
tqo volatile to feck pleafure out’ of its
own refources. Bug fince his lordfhip’s
difguft and forbearance arofe more from
the abfence of temptation than from any
fixed principle, the fight of the card
table and the rattle of the dice-box ex-
cited paffions which increafed “the un-
fubdued emotion that he had felt at the
opera. ' ‘
He propofed to. Fitzoiborne:to form'
a party. = Edward pleaded -a total want-
of tkill; proccﬁcd that- he had a fixed:
L6 . abhor-’
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abhorrence . of the gaming-table; and
declared, that he never vifited thofe
fcenes, except to ftudy the human cha-
ralter, and to moralize on the fatal
effeéts of the impetuous paffion of ava-
rice. His refle¢tions were foon finithed
that evening, for in a little time he pro-
fefled himfelf wearied with the fcene, and
he propofed to lord Monteith that they
thould retire to 3 private room. There
too he felt the moments drag heavily,
and it was mutually agreed to enliven
them by a friendly game at picquet.
The ﬂaf:c firft propofed was trifling.
Monteith was unfuccefSful. "He tranf=
ferred his latent refentment to the cards,
which he ftamped under his foot; called
for a new pack, and infifted upon
doubling the fum they playdd for. The
events of the 'evening put feveral hun-
dreds .inta Fitzotborne’s pocket; and
hig fpccefs m.ghe fill have been greater,
but
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but neither his friepdfthip nor hie
honour would (he protefted) permit
him to urge his good fortune any fur-
ther. ¢ Your temper,” faid he, s too
« warm ; and I hope the little vexations
« of this evening will convince you of
<t the neceflity of felf-control, or at leaft
« prevent you from trying your chance
« with thofe who might take the un-
« generous advantage of your agitation,
¢ which I fcorn to ufe.”

« I value’ not mqpey,” faid Monteith
angrily ; “ nor can the curfed gards agi-
“ tate me. A truce with your morality
¢ therefore, Ec’iward; when I want a
 monitor, it is time enough for you to
« inveft yourfelf with that dignity.”

«I am not in a refentful humour,”
returned Fitzofborne fmiling. ¢ I fhall
« therefore very gladly fefign my dig-
¢ nity, as you term it. Indeed; I have
“ been - little unlucky in the exercife

« of
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« of it this evening, Yet if my well-
« meant admonitions are but remem-
<« bered by my friends, the difintereft-
« ednefs of my attachment will enable
* me ‘to fupport a little tranfient acri-
¢ mony.”

¢« Where elfe did you play the lec-
«« turer?” inquired Monteith, carelefsly.

« Where I faw a little impropriety,”
replied F itzofborne, with fuppreffed fig-
nificance.

.« And dd you fuccecd no bctter
« than you have done with me?” con-
tinued the earl, with inefeaﬁng anxiety,

« I don’t know. The charatter [
¢ had to deal with was more. guarded
« than you are.’

« What caufed your reproof " faid
his lordthip, with.affefted-eafe, and ap=
parem!y occupied in fortmg th& cards

into thrcc -divifions. :
: ¢ I be-
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¢ I believe nothing but the too great
« nicety of my own feelings; for on re-
“« viewing the affair I cannot fee any
« thing eflentially wrong; and I begin

« to think thofe rules which impofe
« fuperior caution on perfons who are
¢ objets of public admiration unnccef
« farily fevere.”

«« The fentiments of ladies,” refumed
Monteith, ¢ are generally more delicate
¢« in thefe points than thofe of men.
¢ Suppofe “you make Geraldine your
<« cafuift in this bufinefs: She will tell
¢ you if you went too far in your ad-
“ monitions.” ,

« By no means,” faid Fitzofborne,
fhatching the cards. ¢ Come, enough
« of one fubJeét Shall we have an-
« other game " :

“ No! I am tired ; and as I lovc to
« have every doubtful bufinefs-cleared

« up,~we will go homc to fupper, -and
« Iwil
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« ] will mention your uneafinefs to lady
¢ Monteith, that you may fleep with a
¢ difburdened confcience.”

Fitzofborne ftarted. ¢ How came
<« you to difcover, that the hafty opi-
< pnion which I njudicioufly uttered,
¢ really difpleafed her? L.t me con-
“ jure you, my lord, by all our friend-
« fhip, endeavour to reftore me to her
¢ favour, and be convinced that I can
« only have foifeited it through inad-
*¢ vertence.”’ ,

Lord Monteith fmiled with the con-
fcious fuperiority which attends a fuc-
cefsful feint, and affured the alarmed
Fitzofborne, that, if he would candidly
acknowledge the nature of his offence,
he might depend upon his interpofition.

¢ It really,” returned Edward, ¢« was
« nothing of confequence. You have
« offi® charged me with poflefling a
« #ical fternnefs, and I confefs fome

" of
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““of my notions are auftere. The
““ countefs wi{s in very lively fpirits
«¢ this evening.” -

“ Was the ?” faid Montexth, biting
his lips.

“ I faid fomething to her, I forget
 what, refpe&ing the eafe with which
“ Britifh matrons publicly permit the
« advances of notorious. libertines. I.
« beg your pardon, Monteith, I know
* he is yourdriend; but I muft own, [
# repeated this with'more energy when
s fir Richard Vernon came into the
s box. - ¥ou Xnow his . notions are
s avowcdly licentious.”

« It was very friendly of you,” ex-
claimed his lordfhip, with a voice con-
vulfed with paffion. ¢ Did he talk to
« Jady Monteith in an improper ftyle "

« By no means.  Yet there was fome-
. what freer in his addrefs than I fhould
“ have approved had the lady been my

« wife ;
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« wife; and I felt for my abfent friend.
¢¢ The blaze of your Geraldine’s charms,
“my lord, is loft upon me. Beauty
< can never more affe¢t my heart, But
« I too well recclle&t the emotions it
¢ has caufed’ not to wifk fir Richard to
« avoid lady Monteith, at lealt if he
« refpects his own tranquillity.”

«« And could Geraldine refent your
« friendly obfervation?” interrupted
Monteith. -

¢ She only anfwered, that I was grown
¢ fplenctit, for public places fanétioned
¢ thefe intrufions. I however obferved,
«¢ that fhe did not fpeak to me any more
¢¢ during the whole evening.”

¢ 1 deteft caprice. She fhall ac-
“ knowled €. the friendlirefs of your

e g for heaven’s fake! do not in-
2 i1 that ftyle. You will alarmA
pndc, and fink me for ever in her

« opinion,
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« opinion. Befide, you will utterly pre-
«vent any future effort on my part
« gently to reftrain thofe very agreeable
« {pirits which may be liable to mifcon.
¢ ftruction. To own the truth, I thought
«¢ to-night fhe attracted particular atten-
“ tion.”

¢ Her prudence,” exclaimed the earl,
who, though he had imbibed the poifon
of infinuation, was yet offended by a
dire¢t attacky ¢ is as exemplary as her
¢¢ charaéter is fpotlef's."

« True,” replied Fitzofbofne, * but
“chink of tht malignity of the
« world.”

« Who dares to impeach her con-
« du@ ?” continued her lord, with in-
creafed viol¢hce.

« What does not envy*and calumny
« dare " cried the fentimental torturer,
. But I fee my friendthip is troublefome.
« However, Monteith, recolle&, that
(14 you
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¢ you artfully wound the fecret out of
“ mc, and therefore have no right to be
« difpleafed at the difclofure.”
¢ Your hand, Edward. Excufe my
¢ warmth. My wife is too dear to me,
“ to allow me to hear the leaft cenfure
« caft upon her behaviour with indif-
« ference. I venerate the excellence of
¢ your heart, and I'love your franknefs.
“1 am frank myfelf, though I own I
¢ did vfe a little circugnlogution to dif=
¢ cover what you' c,erz:;inly never in-
¢ tended e to know. I was too fubtle
¢ there. Was I not? “But ceme, think
“ no more of it. Perhaps lady Mon-
« teith might be a little wrong; but I
« know you both meant well, and fhe
« will readily forgive you.”
- % Then, as a pledge of your renewed
“« efieern, let me entreat you never to
- mention this affair to her. I may
“ have been too fufceptible, and have
¢ miftaken
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¢ miftaken her filence for refentment;
“for I am convinced I mifconftrued
“ her preceding behaviour.”

Monteith pledged his honour for
fecrefy, and endeavoured to diffipate his
chagrin by humming an air. But the
idea that Fitzofborne had feen fome-
thing wrong in Geraldine, and his re-
collection of the {tranger’s converfation,
funk deep into his mind, and clouded
the gay vacuity of his thoughts with
fpe@ires fearful asee the green-eyed
monfler” which haunted theeteank and
noble Moor, whp, like lord Monteith,
¢ thought men honeft who but feemed
to be fo.”



233 A TALE OF THE TIMES,

CHAP. XXIX.

No might nor greatnefs in mo1tality
Can Cenfure *fcape; back-wounding Calumny

The whiteft virtue fiikes.
S1iAKESPEARE,

Vick always appears to be mott alluring
when its machinations are crowned with
fuccefs. During the dangerous period
of youth, while the paffions are warm,
the imagiration lively, and the judg-
ment weak, the {fpeCtar feels a bias in
favour of that adventurer whofe courfe
(marked by ingenuity) leads to a fpeedy
attainment of his dcfires.  But could
Inexperience refle@, and ,Impetuofity
paufe, the coych of even the moft pro-
1perous villain would prefent no alluring
fpeﬁacle. Fitzofborne’s plans had hi-
therto.anfivered his withes, His fpecxous '

manners
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manners had acquired the efteem of the
countefs, and the unbounded confidence
of her lord. He had obtained a firm
footing in the family; had fown the
baleful germ of fufpicion, {o fatal to do-
meftic peace; and the difpleafure and
gloom which occafionally pervaded lord
Monteith's ‘countenance convinced him
that it had taken root. Calumny was
prepared to doubt the flability of Geral-
dine’s honour; and Calumny, like a
peftilential blalg, can tyint the innocence
it aflails. To thefe engines of {edullion
might be added the fophiltical principles
of - falfe phiiofophy, which, though
cautioufly adminittered and often rejeQ-
ed, Rill, like the delved mine, poflcfs a
power capable of fubverting the firmeft
moral virtue, if not founded on the
-rock of religion,

Yet Fitzofborne was wretched. The

awrocity of hisdefigns haunted his pillow, -
not
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not with a fenfe of remorfe, but with the
apprehenfion of danger. The fituation
of the lady was exalted; her character
was excmplary; her connexions.were
refpeétable; her hufband, as he had
lately difcovered, was ot only tenacious
of her reputation, and vain of her at-
trations, but alfo confcious of her
merits, and fincerely attached to her
perfon. Though the earl’s apprehenfion
was peculiarly flow, his paffions were as
remarkably vehertient; and his ikill ac
the vafisus offenfive weapons -was fo
great, that his oppenent, could have
wvery little chance of ¢fcaping with life,
if called to make the amende bonorable.
Fitzofborne’s fortunes were almoft de-
fperate.  Worldly prudence feemed,
therefore, to point out the neceffity of
applying his ingenuity in devifing fome
plan of improving his circumftances,
inftead of wafting his talents in a purfuic

which
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which only promifed danger, or, t
fpeak according to his ideas, ¢ barren
honour.”

Notwithftanding the appearance of
open hottility, he held a private cor-
refpondence with the vifcount’s family ;
and bis intelligence from thence con-
firmed his own opinion, that the breach
with lady Arabella was not totally irre-
parable. IHer vexation at his attention
to lady Mornécith was too lively to be
concealed, and too fincere to yield to
the Lopes which the noble &uke’s in-
crealing admiraton infpired.  In vain
did fhe recolle deteéting him incognito
at the theatre, Jooking at her through
his opera-glafs. In vain did fhe re-
member hen more fplendid triumph,
when he prefented her with a ticker for
lady Fillagree’s fancied ball, inferibed
“ To the faireft.” Fitzofborne faw his
‘afMiduities without emotion, The noble

voL, 11, M duke’s
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duke’s fentiments were known to be in-
aufpicious to marriage; and no lady,
who had not abfolutely determined to
be a duchefs, could even affe& to find
fatisfallion in his converfation.

Fitzofborne poized the chance of lu-
erative advantage with precifion; and,
as he had no inclination for fleeping in
the bed of honour, he beftowed fome
forethought on the hazards he ran by
purfuing his illicit defign. againft the
lovely countefs. Since he deemed his
fuccefs "cc“rtain, it was unneceflary to
examine the effeét of 4 difappointment.
Great prudence, great caution, and great
morality, might prevent a rencontre,
He might be unwilling to lift his arm
-againt the life of his friend; he might
refpect the laws of his country; or his
health might impofe the neceflity of a
four’ for its reftoration. The laft ftep

p@ be the moft convenient, in cafe
lord
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tord Monteith applied for legal damages,
fince, however large the fum given by
the verdi&, abfence and incapacity
would be a receipt in full. The next
ftep of the injured hufband muft be a
divorce, and the deferted lady could not
then object to taking refuge in a fecond
marriage, which was the only chance of
reftoring her again to the world, if not
with untainted, at leaft with a convale(-
cent charaé‘ter Geraldine was an heiref3,
and it was to be fuppofed that her fet.
tlements were made with prpper pre-
caution. LEven gs a wife fhe was in-
finitely more dchrablc than Arabella;
and, though the illiberality of hufbands
might with to fecure their domeftic
peficfions by an impaffable inclofure,
modern fpirit had proved itfelf able
to furmount every fence; and the lady
- might give away herfelf and her property .-
feveral times over, without calling upoir .
M2 death
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death to cancel a former bond. The
world indeed would at firft be angry;
but the times were very liberal. People
would allow for the force of irrefiffible
temptation. Thev would plead, that it
was impoffible to forbear adoring fuch a
charming creature.  The blame would.
Le happily transferred to my lord, who
ought never to have admitted a friend
into his family, or to have trulted her
out of his fight; and in 3 little time
every body would vifit Mr. Fitzofborne
and his 'lady, and perhaps even find
them out to be a very worthy and ex-
emplary pair.

Confirmed in his defigns not more
by his own infidious inclinations than by
the falfe notions which prevail even
amongft the .more principled part of
that important circle called the great
world, Fi-zofborne profecuted his nefa-
rious plans ; and he determ'ned, that if”

fear, |
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fear, or as he called it prudence, dil
not check, compunéion thould not dif-
fuade. Chance, and the credulous con-
fidence of lord Monteith, favoured his
withes. Cards of invitation to lady
Fillagree’s petit foupé had been fent to
the Monteiths, and the countefs had not
enly chofen her character, but The had
alfo deccrated an Iralian tiffany with
feftoons of violets, in which drefs fhe
intended to perfonify the Perdita of
Shakefpeare.  Hes anxious entreaties
had prevailed upon her lord to accom-
pany her jn the habit of the royal Flo-
rizel; and this mark of attachment on
her part, and condefcenfion on his,
promifed the renewal of domeftic har-
mony. The expedted evening ap-
proached, when a note from the minif~
ter requefted lord Monteith’s attendance
in the houfe of peers. Bufinefs of
great importance was to be agitated ;

M 3 a vio-
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a violent oppofition was expetted; and
the honour of his lordfhip’s fupport
would confer a lafting obligation. The
earl was not in the habit of courting
minifterial favour; he difliked the tafk
of attendance ; and the labour of liften-
ing to a long debate was always ful-
ficicntly terrilic to make him prejudge
the queflion.  Yet though no one ev-.x
ook lefs prins to acquire recl amhoritys
he was very well pleafud to be thought
a man of confequende; and the minifter’s
requeft wag too prefling to be declined,
Geraldine wifthed to give up her en-
gagement; but my lord had fixed upon
a plan that would fettle every thing,
and to which his own difl:ke of mafked
balls and fancy fuppers gave-a determi-
ate ftability. It was, that Fitzofborne,
inftead of fpending the evening alone in
the library fhould be her efcort. My

lord’s drefs would fit him pretty exactly,
' and
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and Edward’s excules anfwered the end
for which ‘they were defigned, which
was to fix my lord moft politively in
his determinations.

The entertainment was to be given
at a villa a litie diftance from town.
Geraldine drefled eatly ; but Ler heavy
heart feemed to anticipate fome difaftrous
1Tue. My lord came into her dreffing-
room to lee if (he looked her charadter;
and while Ire contemplated the fimplicity
and exquifite adaption of her ornaments,
the apprehenfions with which he had
been laecly tdrtured returned. ¢ Do,
¢ not,” faid he, ¢ dance with Vernon,
¢ nor any of that fet, if they fhould afk
“ you. Plead that you are engaged to
¢ I'itzofbdrne, or elfe fay that you are
« tired.” .

« Will not that have a « fingular
« appearance?” inquired the countefs.

M4 ¢ You



248 A TALL OF THE TIML:,

“ You have a ftrange appreheniive-
nefs of fingularity, Geraldine. Don’t
“ you remember your father’s words,
« that there is no fhame in being the
‘“ only perfon who ads as the ought to
“o?”

*¢ Suppofe then,” faid her ladyfhip,
* T do not dance at all,”

€« What! when all the world knows
¢ that you are very fond of dancing ? Is
“ that th: way to avoid fingularity ?
«.\nd why rthis averfion to my filend ?
« Cannot, you forgive him for offering

-
-

« you fome advice which you was too
‘¢ carelefs to attend to ?” '

« My dear lord, there has been fome
*¢ litle mifunderftanding, certainly. I
“am far from having any averfion to
“ Fitzofborne, and as far from being
«¢ offended at his giving me any advice.
“Ido not even recolle® the circum-

¢ ftance.”
«Q! you
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« Q! you give it that turn, do you?
* But you underftand my prefent pro-
¢¢ hibition, I fuppofc, and you will re-
« member it.’

¢« Undoubtedly. And do you re-
« collect, that depending upon your ac-
“ comipanying me, I have net formed
“any party. If pofiible come away
“ from the houfe, and join me at Rich-
“ mond.”

“ Youare grown acoward, Geraldine.
¢« [{owever I will come, if 1 can; but
« Fitzofborne is furely a fuffigient guard.
“ Tell Arabella, to do that worthy fel-
¢« Jow JllﬁlCC, or I fhall difown her for
“ my fifter.”

The vivacity of lady Monteith had
received fo, fevere a check that fhe
could not recover her fpirjts during: her
ride to lady Fillagree’s. Fitzofborne
difcovered her deje@tion. ¢ I know,”

'faid he, ¢ fuch folicitude is often very ™,
M3 « trouble-
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« troublefome; yet the fervency of my
« friendfhip will not permit me to fee
« you difpirited without inquiring into
« the caufe of your depreffion.”

« It is fo wholly feminine,” returned
fhe, ¢ that it is abfulutely undefinable,
« and muft be fet down in the catalogue
¢ of my unaccountables, unlefs I fhould
« give as a reafon, what I am very un-
« willing to admit; I mean, an idea of
« my lord’s, that fome time or another
« I did not treat yeur good advice with
« futficienrdefcrence. Pray, Fitzofburne,
« when did you play the moralift; and
& when was I fuch a refradlory pupil ?”

« Ah Monteith! this is one of thy
«“ miﬁxﬁ\ions. I will explain the
« whole”#®fair, madam, though it is too
+¢¢ ridiculous to merit repetition. You
"¢ recollect the night we were together
'% at the ~pera.”

« Perfedly.”

« And
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¢ And that in return to fome obferva-
¢ tions which I made on the b: haviour
¢ of lady Arabells, you faid, difappointe
¢« ment had made me fplenetic "

« ] do,”

¢ Lord Monteith heard your anfwer
¢« as he entered the box; and he will
¢ perfift in his opinion, that my ex~
¢ preflions were pointed at you, as a
« reproof for fomething in your manner
« to Vernon. 1 muft excufe him by
<« faying, that he was a little Quftered.
« ] followed him to Brookes's, where
« we foon adjyfted ——

« To Brookes’s! Does my lord fre«
¢ quent Brookes’s ?”

« O you tempter! Noj I have too
“ much honour to reveal fecrets. The
¢ affair was foon explained, I was going
« to fay ;—for Monteith really has a very
< good heart, which excufes a little ac<

¢ cidental puzzle-patednefs.”
M6 Geraldine
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Geraldine coloured 5 but her Proteus
ecompanion gave her no time to refent.
Looking out of the chariot window, he
relapfed into fentiment. ¢ See, dear
« lady Monteith,” faid he, < how the
‘¢ giddy throng haften to this feftival of
¢ oftentatious vanity, A refle&ting
¢ mind, on contemplating this croud
¢ of carriages, muft feel other fenfations
« than thofe of pleafure. Not to men-
¢ tion the fufferings of thofe noble ani-
« mals who draw the-vehicles of tyrant
¢ man, the {ituation of mafter and fer-
¢ vant, as exhibited upon the prefent
« occafion, is enough to cure the moft
¢ obdurate heart of its partiality for
« thofe diftinctions of rank which cor-
¢ rupt fociety now exhibits. How re~
« pugnant to the feelings of univerfak
« Jove is that pale emaciated. footman,
< who, expofed to the inclemency of-
¢ the feafons; fufpends the fambeaw
’ « gver
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« over the carriage of his voluptuous
« mafter I" How remoté muft that man
s ftill be from the ultimate perfeGion of
“ his nature, who can enjoy the pleafures
«of a crowded aflembly, while his
« coachman quakes in the warping
<« wind, or fhrinks. beneath the. pelting
« ftorm! It is the cruelty of a Mezen-
<« tius: The living body is united to
« putridity.”

« There is fome juftice in your ob-
« fervatiohs,” faig the eountefs; « and
“ it behoves us as individugls to leflen
“the evils of that inequality which
« public good requires.” The carriages
now ftopped; and as Fitzofborne led
her to the gay affemblage of beauty,
fancy, and elegance, her refle&ions on
his charafter concluded with an obferva-
tion, that ¢ his very failings leaned to
the fide of virtue,” :

The
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The ball went on very much like
other balls. Sir Richard Vernon and
feveral gentlemen of his caft of character
were prefent, and Geraldine complied
punctually with her lord’s injunétion,
cither to fit down, or to dance with
Fitzotborne. She had forgot to account
for his appearing in a drefs fo correfpon-
dent to her own; and when fome ladies,
by pointing it out, alarmed her fenfe
of propriety, her explanation was em-
barrafled, and confcquently fufpicious,
As at the opera, Fitzofborae’s attentions
were confined to her; and his elegant
addrefs and polite vivacity added the
fneer of cnvy to the whifper of de-
trattion. Lady Arabella had indeed
the honout to move down one dance
with the duke; but his graée was fo
fatigued by the exertion, that he was
obliged to renounce dancing, and to

have
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have recourfe to Caffino for the reft of
the evening. Her fucceeding partners
ranked no higher than commoners,
without poffefling any of the innate dif-
tin&ions which gave celebrity to the
partner of Fitzofborne. Fle had only
bowed to her in the moft diftant man-
ner poffible. Her fmile of invitation
was unanfwered; and fhe began to
think a fainting fit was the only chance
of roufing the monfter’s attention. She
peiforméd it in the greateft perfection ;
but on opening her eyes fhe felt a little
mortified to find, that neither he nor
the céuntefs appeared in the circle
which had gathered round her. Another
glance convinced her, that they were
not in the room.

« The heat of this apartment,” faid
the lovely fufferer, = is infupportable.
¢ Do, my deareft Harriet, lend me
¢ your arm, and let me breathe a little

“ pure
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« pure air in the veftibule,” The vif-
countefs complied, and the_iniftrefs of
the ceremony with feveral other ladies
accompanied the fair invalid.

Lady Arabella cat a ferutinizing
glance upon the fuite of chambers
: t!irough which fhe was led; but fhe
defcended into the veftibule without
making any difcovery. It had becn
converted into an orangery for the or-
cafion, and decorated with a variety of
lamps taftefully fufpended. The manv-

coloured light, trembling on the fragr.
exotics, the frefhnefs of the, air, the it
nefs of the ftene, and the extenfive vicw
which it admitted of the ¢ ftars in %
their fplendor” and ¢ the moon waiki. .
in brightnefs,” afforded a b
contraft to the glittering but artificial
fcene which they had juft left. Lady
Arabella and 38 friends were not the
only admigﬁf of its enchanting effeét,
for
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ior at the upper end ftood the countefs
and Iiczotborne.

“ Pray let us go back,”  fhricked
Lly Arabella, who however did not
=mich doubt their identity, ¢« I am
“ quite frightened. Somebody is here.”
The lady of the houfe declared, that it
~ould be nobody whom fhe could obje&
w, while the charitable vifcountefs
whiipered, ¢ that it would be rude to
T interrupt a private party.”

« O! not for thesuniverfe,” exclaimed
Arabella, ¢« I would die, 3 thoufand
¢ deaths rather than be rude.”

The countefs advanced with an air of
¢aly dignity, which the inquifitive looks
of tlie other ladies foon difcompofed.
< BLlefs me, f{ifker,” faid the candid
Arabella, € I really did not think it was
« you.”— And Edwardtoo,”" continued
the fignificant lady Fitzofborne; ¢ how
“do you do? There is no fuch thing

[{3 as
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« as catching your attention for one
“ moment this evening. - How came
“ your ‘aufterity to condefcend to vific
¢ thefe tinfel amufements 2

¢ Pardon me, madam,” faid Edward
bowing refpetiully to lady Arabella,
« thofe amufements cannot be tinfel
¢ which have the power of attralting
¢ fterling merit.” Her ladythip did
not deign to take the leaflt notice of
his fubmiffion, but continued whifpering
the countefs: « So*you have one con-
< ftant cesifl20 I fee, and Monteith- ftays
¢ at home. Very fingular, I vow. But
“ was you not afraid of taking cold
* during this long converfation ?”

« No,” replied Geraldine with re«
covered compofure; ¢ our converfa-
“tion was too interefting for me to
« think of cold. What if I fhould tell
¢« you, Arabella, that fome part of it
¢ related to yourfelf, But you really

! ' ¢ treat
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& treat your faithful fwain’s advances in
““ too contemptuous a ftyle for me to
“ begin my requefted interceffion, or
“even to deliver to you a meflage
« from your brother on the fame fub-
o je&."

The party had now re-entered the
houfe, when the countefs, turning, faid
to Fitzofborne, « You forget Mifs Par-
¢ Ker,”~¢ Where is Mifs Parker ?”
was the general inquiry, ¢ In the
¢ orangery,” faid lady Monteith, « No,
¢ madam, I am here,” echoed a fhrill
voice, which jffuied from one of the
ladies who accompanied lady Ara«
bella,

¢« Mifs Parker could not have been
“left in the orangery,” obferved the
vifcountefs, ¢ Your ladyfhip was cer-
 tainly miftaken, She came down
« ftairs with us.”

¢ And



260 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

« And (he was the firft who fupport-
“ ed me when I fainted,” faid lady Ara-
bella, who, in her eagernefs to dete(t a
fuppofed criminal, forgot, that fainting
people do not alvways know what pafies.

¢ She certainly acconipanied me into
¢ the orangery,” repeated lady Mon-
teith.

Mifs Parker, who was no other than
the ¢« antiquated belle” at the opera,
now came forward, and with a refpe&t-
ful courtely begged*leave to explain:
« ] certainly accompanied your lady.
¢ thip and Mr. Fitzofborne dawn ftairs,
¢ when you did me the honour to afk
¢« me; but while your ladyfhip was en-
« gaged with him in looking at the
« ftars, I found it was very rold, and F.
“ was afrgid of my old attack in my
“ (houkfcr fo I thought I would ftep

« and¥étca ‘my pellice and I belicve
¢ your
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< your ladyfhip and the gentleman were
s too muth occupied to perceive that I
«“ was gone.”

A farcattic fmile, which lady Filla-
gree’s politenefs could fcarcely reftrain
her from joining, followed this nar-
rative, when Edward, like Jofeph Sur-
face, promifed to give a full and fatif-
fattory account of the matter. He
faid, that on his mentioning that he
had obfcrved a beaudiful Jacobea lily
in full blow ase®they entered, lady
Monteith and Mifs Parker had  ex-
prefled 3 with to pay it more at-
tention ; that he had the honour to
efcort them; and that, after admiring
the flower, her ladyfhip was fuddenly
ftruck bysthe fplendor of fome parti-
cular conftellations, when lady Arabella
entered.

Another general fmile enfued, and
Geraldine, no longer able to rally her

{pirits,
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fpirits, ordered her chariot; aen:d, telling
Mifs Parkér the would fet her down at
her own door, fhe relieved the ladies
from the pain of fuppreffed merriment,

by taking leave.
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CHAP, XXX

Confcience, what art thon? Thou tremendous power!
Who doft inhabit us without our leave jme
How doft thou light a torch to diftant deeds!?
DMake the paft, prefent, and the tuture, frown!
How, cver and anon, awake the foul,
As with a peal of thunder!

Younec,

Tus {uppofed fecret, mentioned in my
laft Chapter, was of tce much importance
to be confined to the difcnvaress. By
means of the happy art of in::endocs, the
initiated foon diffeminated it through
the whole circle, n the politeft manuer
imaginable, One lady obferved, that
the adventures of the third Eloifa would
foon be publifhed: another affirmed, that
it would be called Werter the Second,
with a different cataftrophe: a third
withed to read the Chapter on Botany ¢

5 a fourth
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a fourth thought that that on aftronomy
would contain the moft aftonithing dif~
covery : a fifth allowed, that aftronomy
and botany were both very fuitable
ftudies for fhepherds and fhepherdefies ;.
and every body hoped that the adven-
tures of the poor little lady, who had
loft her pellice, and got the rheumatifm,
‘would be inferted. The farcafms of
the* vifcountefs were peculiarly piquant;
for hers was the moft fvfpected cha-
ralter in company; and it is an in-
variable rule with ladies of her caft, that
the odium with which you . befpatter a
neighbour’s reputation has a retroative
effe® in furbifhing your own, Her in-
dignation was chiefly pointed at lord
Monteith, who, fhe faid, was certainly
anxious to obtain the honour of being a
cornutwis and her idea was thought to
be. g}i‘morc judicious, as it was known
W goi'rcfpond with the fentiments of the

noble
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noble vifcopnt her hufband. Eavy,
idlenefs, the love of faying good things,
and a dearth of convérfation, affifted
her to propagate the ftory, - For two
days the town talked of nothing elfe,
and every relater could add circum-
ftances of- frefh atrocity. In two days
more, the truth of thefe adventitious cir-
cumftances became doubtful, and, being
proved dnfounded, the whole fabric fell
with them to the ground. At the end
of the week every sbody was heartily
forry for the dear mifreprefented coun-
tefs; and every,body, forgetting the
part they had themfelves taken, heartily
withed that fome law might be invented
to prevent defamation.—But to return
to the obje& of thefe inquiﬁtorial pro-
ceedings.

The lovely Geraldine plamly per-
ceived the malicious explapation that
had been given to an incident which

VoL, II. N Fitz-
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Fitzofborne had faithfully explained.
The love of diftintion was, as I have
before. obferved, one of her ruling
foibles; but fhe fought to gratify it by
the nobleft means, Her fpotlefs fame
added luflre to the fplendor of her
talents and the attractions of her beauty.
She had ever been named as one of
thofe few, who, in a degenerate age, af-
forded a happy inftance of the pofiible
union of propriety and fathjon. To have
the goodly edifice ‘which fhe had reared
with fuch afiiduous careat once deftroyed;
to have her unfullied rame become the
jeft of witlings and the affociate of wil-
ful depravity, was infupportable. Even
fuppofing that the candid hearer would
reject the calumnious affertion, the could
not enduté the very idea of having her
cham&,‘r expofed to fufpicious difcuf-
ﬁon,t iShe tat filent in the chariot, the

\ tcai'fr!)f anguifh ftealing down her checky
: incapable
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incapable of attending to Mifs Parker’s
narrative, whole regret about the pellice
furnithed her with a fubje@ of lament-
ation till they arrived in town. -

Fitzofborne read lidy Monteith's
fentiments. e rightly judged thac
this keen fenfibility would prove in-
jurious to his audacious defigns; and
he determined to exert’ his infidious
arts to fubdue it. The earl was not
returned from the Houfe, The countefs
wifhed him good 1ﬁght, and pafled on
to her drefling-room. Fitzofborne fol-
lowed her o the door. ¢ Excufe my
¢« anxiety,” faid he; ¢ your look does
« not indicate a wifh for repofe. Will
“ you allow me to fit with you till
« Monteitl* returns?”  She replied,
that the was not in fpiries for co'mpany,
and after a pJufe, “ Icisin vain ﬁud

N 2 N “’OM@&;"-}}
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¢ ofborne ; and you know the caufe of
« my diftrefs.”

« 1 know nothing that can juftify,
¢ or at leaft deferve, thofe tears, Deareft
¢ lady Monteith, for Heaven’s fake,
¢ conquer that emotion, which increafes
« the mifanthropy I long have felt at
« the narrow ptejudice and ilhberality
¢ of the world.”

¢ You are always tilting againft thofe
¢ windmill giants,” returned Getaldine
with a languid fidile. ¢ It is of the
+¢ fpirit of *detraction and inconfiderate-
« nefs that I complain, of that cruel
« levity, which fports with what is
+ dearer than hfe.”

¢¢ Nay, now you urge your fenfibility
« too far, It is weaknefs, not delicacy,
“ to put our. happinefs fo much in the
« powdr of others. Ilave you for-
« gglten .hat beautiful fentiment, ¢ The

i “ con-
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« confcious mind is its own awful
« world ?* *

« I grant its propricty only with re-
¢ {pect to the tortures of guilt; for can
« innocence be infenfible of the value
« of reputation ”

=« It may difprove flander by defpif-
“ing it, and by aling with marked
« contempt of its petty machinations.
“ The tale you feem to apprehend is
“ too poor, too contemptible for be-
“licf. I have but,one fear refpeing
“ its public expofure.”

« What fcar;’”

« I lord Monteith fhould hear it.”

« If he fhould, what have I to
« dread ?”’

“ The w1rmth of his charaler;
« his irritable 1mpctuoﬁty, his fuf~

»

« plClOUS —
« Sufpicious, did you fay? How

* « muft I be degraded, Mr, Fitzofborne,
N 3 “in
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“ in his opinion! To fufpet me after
« four yeais experienced confidence
« And what muft the world think of
“ me, if even my firft, my dearcil
« friend doubts my rectitude ?”

« T know tha. 2ngels are not purer,
« and when Monteith ree ol @s himfelf,
“ Ly judgment will tell him the fame.
*“ He 13 now a little warped; an un-
« happy ill-grounded apprehenfion—a
« {mothered fpark neaily extinguithed
¢ by rcafon, which shis ridiculous flory
“ any reyive j~and fufpicion in a chas
« racler like his muft be terrible,”
Geraldine leaned almoft fainting
acainft the wainfcot. A deadly pale-
nefs was diffufed over her intelligent
face, and her heart panted with appre-
henfive terror. None, except a Domi-
tisn or a Fitzofborne, who delight
in torture, but muft have pitied hee
agonies,
The
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Fhe traitor did indeed affc& to pity.

le dropped upon his knee, and utteredt
cvcry rhapfodical expreffion which the
moft guilciui arc could dictate.. ¢ Deareft
¢ lady Mouateith, for Hcavens fake be
« compofed—my tortured heart bleeds
“ 10 fee your anguifh—moft injured—
“« moit lovely fufferer—Oh richly wor--
“ihy of a better fate—Impart your
“unguifh to the faithful friend who
* would die to relieve it.”

The lalt words recalled her recol-
kétion,  « Rife, ﬁr,” faid fhe with
becoming dignity, « My fitvation does
« not call for the active offices of friend-
« (hip., You fay I am idjured. In what?
« I'rom what motive do you torture me
“ with fufpenfe?  You feem to poflefs
« fome fatal fecret refpeing me. If [
« ought to know the evil you allude to,
¢ tcll me at once, that I may arm my
¢ foul wich fortitude to fuftain my trials,

N 4 “ or
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“or detect the calumny which fports
« with my peace.” .

Edward was difconcerted. He had
hoped that fo much friendthip mighe
have furprized her into a little atknow-
ledgment. And he perceived with re-
gret that many a fummer’s fun muft
ftill rife to mature his villany, Ile had
never yet encountered the refiftance of
a firm fuperior mind, or fo ftrongly
feen the < lovelinefs of virtue in her
own form,” or ¢ felt how awful good-
nefs is.”  Yet, more remorfeclefs than
the Prince’ of Darknefs, ¢ he pined not
at his own lofs.” ‘

The fophifts, ‘Who in thefe evil days

are falfely called enlightened, affe& not
» to palliate their own vices by pleas of
neceffity and frailty, whatever difguife
they may afumte to expedite their fuc-
cefs with others. Afpiring to a pre-
eminence in impiety, which former
times
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times feared to arrogate, they fin upon
principle, promulgate fyftems to juitify
iniquity, and profcribe repentance by a
morality which ovérturns every re-
ftraint, and a religion that prohibits
nothing but devotion. Combining Pa-
gan fuperftitions with the exploded re-
veries of irrational theorifts, they place
at the head of their world of chance a
fupmne material God, whom they recog-
nize by the name of Nature, and pre-
tend that its worfhip fuperfedes all other
laws human and divine, By the fide
of this circumfcribed Deity they erect
the idol fhrine of its vicegerent, Inte-
reft; by the monftrous doétrines, that
«¢ whatever is profitable is right,” that
¢« the end ,fan&tifies the means,” and
that ¢ human aftieny oug'h: to be free,”
they diflolve the bonds of fociety ; and,
after conducting their bewildered fol-
lowers through the mazes of folly and
N ¢ guilt,
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guilt, in fearch of an unattainable per-
feftion, their views terminate at laft in
that fallacious opiate which infidehty
prefents, ¢ the eternal fleep of death.”
‘When pofterity fhall know that thefe
principles charaerize the clofe of the
cighteenth century, it wili ceafe to won-
der at the calamities which hiftory will
then have recorded.  Such engines are
fufficiently powerful to overturn govern-
ments, and to fhake the deep-founded
bafe of the firmeft empires.” Should it
therefore be told to future ages, that
the capricious diffolubility (if not the
abfolute nullity) of the nuptial ue and
the annhilation of parental authority aie
among the blafphemies uttered by the
moral inliruttors of thefe times: fhould
they hear, that law was branded as a
van and even ugjuft attempt to bring
jndividual a&ions under the reftritions
of general . .le; that chaftity was de-
fined
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fined to mean only individuality of
afleCtion; ‘that religion was degraded
into a fentimental effufion; and
that thefe dolrines do not pro-
cecd from the pen of ewowed pro-
fligates, but from perfons apparently
altuated by the defire of improving the
happinefs of the world: fhould, I fay,
generations yet unborn hear this, they
will not afcribe the annihilation of
thiones and alars to the ficcefsful arms
of France, but «to thofe principles
which, by diflolving domeflic confi-
dence and urglermining private worth,

paved the way for univerfal confufion.
Stimulated by that zeal for making
profelytes, which maiks the miflionarics
of thefe (doétiines, Fitzofborne had
hoped to goad his wiftim into the
fnares of infidelity by the corroding
pangs of previous guilt. Her unaffe&t-
ed agony at the idea of her hufband’s
doubting the propriety of her condut
n ¢ and



276 4 TALE OF THE TIMES.

and the re&itude of her heart, conld
only be infpired by connubtal tender-
nefs and real delicacy. The blufh of
generaus indignation which kindled
upon her check at the fuppofition that
Edward’s infinuations might proceed
from finifter views, and the calm con-
tempt with which fhe treated the little
arts of fedu@ion to which female va-
nity has fometimes yielded, convinced
him that all his attempts to overturn
her high-feated honpur wolld be in-
cffeftual, unlefs he could weaken the
bonds of conjunal attachment, or re-
move the ftrong bulwark of tonfcious
immortality, which gave energy to her
principles and ftability to her virtue.
Her native fagacity affured him, that
all thefe attempts muft be made with
caution; but his poifonous noftrums,
once mtmduced, would work with filent
vxgou!‘ If *h¢ confli¢t of the paffions
thoult! not be fufficiently ftormy in her

tem-
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temperate mind to erafe the belief of
future retfibution, her thirft after know-
ledge might entangle her in metaphy-
fical fubtilties. The love of diftin&tion
and the allurements of example might
induce her to add one more to thofe
courageous females who conceive that
the charafter of a woman is not en-
tirely divefted of weaknefs till fhe de-
fies Omnipotence; while unrequited
tendernefs and unrewarded defert muft
eftrange am exquifitely fufceptible heart
from its unworthy.maﬁcr, and diret its
affecions to the fpecious blandithments

of an unprincipled impofture.
Fitzofborne’s anfwer to Geraldine’s
fpirited appeal was dictated by the moft
confummate art. He protefted that he
had no fecret to divulge but what fhe
already knew ; namely, that lord Mon-
teith had unwarily imbibed fome fufpi-
cious apprehenfions from the marked
admi-
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admiration which fir Richard Vernon
had paid to her at the operd, and to
which the incidental circumflance of
her being in rematkably good fpirits
that evening might contribute. FHe
fearcely wondered a. s friend’s alarm,
when he confidered the free notions of
the age, the baronet’s libertine principles,
the impetuo(ity of lord Monteith’s tem-
per, and his extreme fufceptibility in a
point of honour, wlich in his opinion
probably proceeded from tie warmth

of his conjugalattachment. 1le begged
pardon for too deeply fympathlzmg n
her uneafinefs, but owned ‘that ‘nis fecl-
ings were never proof againfl the magic
influence of female teais. Tic teim
¢« injured,” which he perceived had
alarmed her, was hecdlefsly uttered,
without any, geference, at leaft any de-
figned gey unlefs it alluded to thofe
ﬂlibergl:ndcurs who attempted to

afperfe



& TALE OF THE TIMES. 279

afperfe a chara&er which he verily be-
licved wis the only exception to that
general careleflnefs of reputation too
ftrongly charaterifticof the manners of
the prefent race of married ladies.

¢« Calumny, my dear lady Monteith,”
continued he, ¢ is now coniidered as

¢ the teft of fathion; and, inftead of
¢ fhrinking from its peftilential attack,
« even women of virtue conceive a flan-
¢ derous paragraph in a moriag paper
« to be a’kind of, pafiport to celebrity ;
¢ and, pleafed with becomjing an objeét
“ of gencral’attention, they wait very
« patiently for time to confute what was
¢« untrue in the report.  Your extreme
« Jelicacy (for now that you are a little
« recovered I cannot Le'p remarking
« that it 15 too exquifitely fufceptible)
« and the peculiarity of your lord’s dif=
« pofition make me fee the confequences
« of this affair in a more ferious light
« than
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¢« than I fhould otherwife do: .but as I
« am afraid that neither of you will ever
s pra&ifé the philofophy which I fheuld
« affume on this ridiculous occafion,
« 1 can only fay, that I fhall be ready to
“« purfue any plan you fhall fuggeft for
« my conduét. Come, clear that pen-
¢t five brow; and be convinced, that
« Montcith may fee other men admire
“ you without fuppofing that you en-
s« courage their addreffes.”

This fpeech had she defired effet.
It convinced the countefs that fhe
ought to conceal from he- lord every
circumftance in her own bchaviour
which excited the animadverfions of
others; and while her agitated fpirits
were fomewhat confoled by «the hope
thas his difpleafyre was now wholly con-
fined to Yernon, the faw the neceffity
of ex caution, left it fhould ulti-
- aatel/"poin. at her. 'Her apprehen<

- fions
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fions of fome 'cnmmal intention in Fitz-

ofborne’s, paflionate -addrefs were tran- .
fient. ‘The extrem.ddacity.and guile
annexed to the bare idex.of his Having

formed: an illicit. gtﬁcﬁment, and the,
abfolute impoffibility. of his even bap-‘-'
ing for fuccefs, perfuaded her, that his

paflionate language was only, as he af-

firmed it to be, the unprcmcduated fym-

pathy of ﬁncere friendfhip; and fhe.now

blufhed at her own indelicacy in doubt-

ing, though but for a moment, the rec-

titude of his heart.”

Efteem and confidence dré never fo
powerful as at’the moment of removed
fufpicion. She wanted an advifer. and
confidant. Who could fccm o proper
to perform that office as the' fagac:om,
fentimental Edward? The firft fcheme
which lady Monteith prepofed to ftop
the circulation of the flanderous tale
was, that Fxtzofbomc fhould" 1mmedx~ .

ately
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ately leave the family, The arch-tempt-
er fignified his perfect acquief¢ence ; but
with deference ftated, that in his opi-
nion fuch an apparent coincilence with
the prejudice of malevolence would tend
to confirm its cenfure ; and to his re-
peated advice to treat e whole flory
with indifference and bravado, lady
Monteith oppofed her own poignant
feelings, which would never permit her
to go into company while confcious
that a whifper was ciculated to her dif-
advantage. At length 2 compromite
was agreed to between the oppofite vy i-
nions, and Geraldine determined to take
leave of the gay world with more than
philofophic diftarle of its levity and un-
chanitable afperity.  Foigetting that
retirement had fometimes fuggefted the
with of inffpducing her brillant talents
to the ngt®e of more accurate obfervers,
the ¥n c«1¢d, and detraCtion which

impcded
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impeded her career, made her again
wifh to-take fhelter in the quict undif~
puted fuperiority which Powerfcourt or
Monteith prefented. ' Fhe prefence of
caprice and affeQation renewed her Lu-
cy’s remembrance, rendered the recol
le&ed fweetnels and ingenuoufnefs of her.
chara&er flill more pleafing, and flimu-
Jated her inpatience to pour her for-
rows into the bofom of foething friend-
fhip; or to heal her corroded heart by
the gentle’ balm of parental tendernefs.
The propofed alliance which had occa-
fioned- her journey to Londan being to
all appearance entirely fruftrated, fhe
withed to return to the. pleafifig-occus
pations of domeftic life; and the claims
of filial duty determined her to rake
Powerfcotrt in her way to Scotland,
To prevent any fufpicidn, that her re-
treat was in confequence of a breach
between the carl and Fitzofborne, it
was
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was propofcd that the latter thould con-
tmue at Portland-placc till lord Mon-
teith’s parlramcntary .engagements ter-
mmatcci»: and Getaldine entertained a
pl;;vatc hopc, that her lord’s intereft with
miniftry might procare fome poft which
would tend to reconcile Ed-vard to the
fevere blow which his fortunes had re-
ceived by the rejection of Jady Arabella;
and at the fame time convince the world,
that caprice was not the-diftinguithing
charateriftic of all, the Macdonald
family.

* Fitzotbarne now recurred to the con-
verfation'which had really been begun in
lady Fillagree’s orangery; and he debated
the probable event of his renewing his
addreffes with fo much feeming anxiety,
and afted the ¢ part of the mortified fwain
with fo ﬂf’&tﬁ adroitnefs, as entirely
remove's’ cvcry fhadow of fufpicion
from 4 Montetth’s mind, .engaged

) her
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her anew in the office.of a confoler, and
even roufed 2 degree of felf-accufation
at her having dared to fufpect ‘that the
morals of the virtuou§ Edwsid fell hort
of the perfetion to which they pre-
tended. She lamented with pathetic
fweetnefs the depraved ftate of female
tafte, which gavea coxcomb infinite ad-
vantage over a man of fenfe with the
diflipated belles of the day; and Fitz~
ofborne, refligning all his hopes of con-
jugal felici'y, witht a profound figh de-
clared, that in future he muf ¢ranquillize
his troubled ofoul with the endearing
fympathy of female friendfhip. He
procecded with platonic delicacy to draw
the mental portrait of fuch a friend as
he withed to find: carefully including
in the enchanting compofition every
grace which Geraldine feemed confci-
ous of poflefling. Superior refinement,,
and an apprehenfivenefs of even juft’

14 ' praife,



#86 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

praife, was mentioned with emphafis;
and while the orator flated the peculiar
dzﬂiculty in which' ‘this elevated fafti-
dioufnefs would place a fufceptible mind,
impelled by warm efteem to exprefs its
admiration, yet reftrained from fpeak-
ing by the certainty of offending, the
countefs liftened with unfufpeting de-
light: fo true is the maxim,

And while he tells her he hates flattery,
She fays the doesfo, being then moft flatter’d.

Lord Maonteith intcrrupted the con-
verfation at a late hour. ~He,returned
in very high fpirits, not only elated by
the triumph of his party, but with his
own particular fuccefs ; having made a
neat and appropriate (peechy confifting
of three or four well-turned periods,
which was honoured with profound at-
ten . His lordfhip was lefs quick in
dxfc@trmg improprietics than in re-

fenting
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fenting them when .pointed out by
others. Fitzofborne's. fitting alone with
his lady, at five o’clock. in the morning,
alirmgd him no more than Fitzof-
borne’s efcorting her in a correfpondent
drefs to lady Fillagree’s fancy-ball. He
recounted the events which had taken
place in the debate with too much cager-
nefs to liften tot he narrative of her ad-
wentures.  Hle only hicard with pleafure,
thit Vernon paid no attention to her,
and that ®e was perfe@ly in charity
with her cecifeo. | So many agrecable
occurrences made him readily confent
to her Pmpm..l of paying her annual
vific to Caernarvonthire inmediately ;
and he was too {incere a friend not to
enter with cagernefs into her olan of
rentering Edwerd foue pecustry fer-
vices,  His tawe diplaj of orarorical
ability fecmed to enfure fuccefs;
< for,” faidi hic, « though I want nothing

T “ from
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« from Government, why fhould not
¢ my friends reap fome advantage from
¢ the fatigue which I endure in the fer-
“ vice of my country? Do you think
' that they dare refufe me, Geraldine,
«when they know how much I am
« courted by Oppofition?” Iie conclud-
ed by obferving, that Edward’s talents
would do honour to any adminiftration.
His appearing in a confpicuous line
would alfo mortify Arabellz, and con-
vince her that fhe otight to have refpeét-
ed her brdther’s deeper knowledge of
manners and charaéers, and. not have
difmiffed a lover who was infinitely too
good for her.
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CHAP. XXXI

Meanwhile, by Pleafure’s fophiftry allur™d,
From the bright {un and living breeze ye firay 2
And, far in London's gloomy haunts immur’d,
Brood o'er your fortune’s, freedom’s, health®s decay
O blind of choice, and to yourfelves untrue !
The young grove floots, their bloom the fields
renew,
The manfion afks its lord, the fwains their friend §
While he does riot’s orgies haply fhare,
Or tempt the gamefter’s dark deftroying (nare,
Or to fome comutly fhrine wuh lavifh incenfe bend.
ARENSIDE,

Wi the edtl of Monteith, with ail
the blunt fincerity of his ardent cha«
rader, purfued his friendly but unfuc-
cefsful defign of ferving Fitzofborne,
the polite citcles were very merry at his
lordthip’s expence, -every*one wonder=
ing that he could not fee what was fo
Jextremely vifible to every body elfe,

VoL, 11, 0 As
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As lady Monteith had by retirement
fubdued the acrimony of cémpetition,
even the candour of her rivals returned,
and the tide of popular opinion grew
ftill ftronger in her favour, Large al-
Jowances were made for a little vanity
and a little indifcretion. Moft people
fincerely believed that, after all, her
marked predileétion for Fitzofborne
was nothing more than a harmlefs flirt-
ation, perhaps entered into out of frolic,
or with a view to mortify Arabella.
Thefe delicate extenuations were gene-
rally concluded by a lauygh at his lord-
fhip’s ftaying in town to vindicate her
charaéer, and a fear, that fuch uncom-
mon good-humour on his part might en-
courage her to go grcatcr lcngths in her

#efs,'h- determined to employ every,
3 engine
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engine for its deftru@tion. The guarded
honour of Geraldine had hitherto re-
je@ed his infinuations to the difadvan-
tage of her lord with the warmth of
confirmed affe&ion, and the indignation
which a confcioufiiefs of the infeparable
union between his reputation and her
own muft infpire. But various inflances
had convinced him, that this ¢ God of
¢ her Idolatry” was vulnerable in a
thoufand points; eafily deceived, eafily
feduced, {oon irritgted, and as quickly
pacified. The prefence of the countefs,
her fuperior judgment, and the refpect
for the decencies of life, which his
firong attachment to her had infpired,
had hitherto preferved him from any
grofs acts of immorality, and given a
decorum to his conduét which juftified
the confidence fhe nlway§ placed in his
behaviour.  Fitzotborne too plainly faw
that there was no innate principle to

02 preferve
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prefcrve Monteith in the hour of tempta-
tion, when his guardian anoel was ab-
fent from her charge. Thofe tempras
tions he refolved to fupply; he doubted
not his own ability to environ him wich
fnares, from which even a firmer virtue
would find it difficult to ¢lcane ; and yet
at the fame time to conceal his infidious
interference, and to cover his machina-
tions with the proftituted names of
friendthip, fentiment, and morality.
Though lady Monteith’s enlarged un-
derftanding had fufficient difcernment to
difcover calumny, and tetreat unfound-
ed fufpicions with contempt, could fhe
refiit the evidence of truth? or could
her feeling heart fupport that cruel
indifference which a diffipated hufband
alw'lys affe@ts to fhow to the amiable
i 5m he injures by his vices?
ong fufceptibility at every cir-
ance which threatened the dimi-*

nution
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nution of their mutual regard convinced
him that The could not. And furely
the refentment which a young and beau-
tiful woman mutt feel at fuch injurious
negligence would render her an eafy
prey to the wiles of a feducer. To
fuppofe the contrary, was a paradox
which his'knowledge of the human cha-
rater would not admit.

It is not my intention to poiiute my
page by a defcription of thofe fuccefi-
ful plans of iniquigy by which Fitzo!-
borne fubverted the princjples of the
man who reglly loved him, and felc
anxious to render him eflential fervices.
Unhappily, the world prefents too often
the fpefacle of one immortal being
alluring angther to inebriety, or plunving
it in depravity, for ne to excite
furprize by adding, that fuch alions
are not deemed incompatible with the
facred title of a friend. 'Thefe feducers

03 have
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have not indeed always the deeper mo-
tives which I afcribe to Fitzofborne ;
but let it be remembered, that the prin-
ciples he profefled gave a fan&tion to his
more monftrous atrocity., Private vices
are public benefits. Is it not a general
advantage, that property fhould be tranf-
ferred from an indolent fenfualifl to an
alive intclligent enterprifing citizen,
who would turn it to beneficial purpofes?
Monteith would be juft as Lappy with
his dogs and horfes, the only fphere of
enjoyment which his limited underftand-
ing feemed capable of refifhing, though
his beautiful wife, and the fair poffeflions
with which fhe was endowed, were re-
figned to fome clever fellow who had
wit enough to acquire them.* Suppofing

the reflenint ¢f conicience conveniently
filent¥d by that feepticifin which is now
eftegdned ‘o “liberal, what other prin-

' cnp?e will you fubftitute to prevent fuch
practices ?
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pradtices ?  Succefs foon reconciles the
world to the profperous villain, A
little declamation will fatisfy fentiment,
and even the watchful dragon of honour
may be charmed to fleep by honied
words, Gratitude, which ufed to rank
next to integrity in the fcale of virtues,
is now, like its immediate predeceffor,
degraded from its proud pre-eminence,
Refinement has difcovered, that the giver
beftows got from -benevolent motives,
nor from affetion to the receiver, but
merely to relieve himfelf fsom the pain
of an ungafy emotion; and it has taught
us to infer from thefe premifes, that it
would be weaknefs to feel obligation
for beneiits which wholly proceed from
the all-invigorating principle of felf-
love. .

Entangled in the mazes of an illicit
amour, begun in 2 moment of ine-
briety, aad purfued from want of cou-

Q4 rage
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rage to be fingular, and want of energy
to be firm, the unhappy Monteith be-
held his prefent fituation with horror,
and contemplated his paft happinefs with
vain regret. His little daughters, his
Geraldine, his domeftic tranquillity, his
rural amufements,—how icrcible was
the contraft between thofe guiltlefs plea-
fures, and the clamour of a Bacchana-
lian revel, tlie corroding inquictude of
a gaming-table, and the vepal allure-
ments of a courtezan.

Thoufand: after thoufand vanithed at
thefe midnight orgies. Theimage of his
injured wife and fupplicating infants con-
ftantly rofe to-his view; but they only
came to increafe his defperation, not te
reftrain his madnefs. The woels, ¢ One
“¢ more battle, gnd another fong! What,
« Mogggith a flincher?. Come, my lord;
« luenguit ghange; make ,one more
_tédcftort :”” and, ¢ Canthe dear-

< eft

« i
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« et of men, for whom I have 1efufed
¢ fuch liberal offers, defeit me 2 Such
expreffions for medrhe magic {pells whofe
powerful incantations enthralled 4 mind,
reduced to the deplorable flatc of att-
ing the part it abhorred, and adepting
the vices it defpifed, eft the votaries of
diffipation fhould fufpeét that he wanted
courage to be wicked.

Fitzofborne did not cxpofe his un-
tainted reputation by appearing in thefe
fcenes of, depravity. Ile contented
himfelf with pointing out parties which
he entreated his lordihip ¢o avoid, or
with meptioning inflances of furpnfing
turns of luck at the gamiué-table which
it would be folly in any one to expeét.
He exclaimed againfl Mrs. Harley’s in-
famy, but®acknowledged that the was
in the higheft fathion; that the had re-
je@ed a much larger fettlement than

what fhe now folicited from Monteith,
05 which
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which he hoped his lordthip would have
refolution to refufe ; and yei, after all,
as the ftrong bias of the paffions feem-
ed to point out that fuch temporary
engagements werc congenial to our na~
tures, their criminality muft wholly de-
pend upon the circumfcribed, and per-
haps erroneous, fyftems of political ju-
rifprudence. ITe always concluded thefe
powerful difluafions by urging the pe-
culiar feverity of lady Monteith’s prin-
ciples, and the confequent ﬁcccﬂity of
concealing. his mifconduét from her.
He conjured him to hafen to Powerf-
court; and- th.en,,added what he knew
would negative'the propofal, ¢ Ilow
«< will you fupport the tears and the re~
«¢ proofs of that injured woman? Forl
« fear, my friend, that in fpite of every
¢ prudent precaution, your pale deje&t-
¢ edgpoks, embarraffed manner, and
« glgltiained v:vacxty, cannot fail of
¢ attract-
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« attraCting her apprehen ve obferva-
¢ tion.”

While the cruel machinations of Fitz~
ofborne thus affailed the honour of Ge-
raldine by vitiating- the mind of her
hufband, the deftined ¥i€im of his worfe
than murderous ifgﬁ‘g'ns .enjoyed the
foothing confolation of pouting her for-
row into the attengive eat of friendfhip.
Ignorant of the feverer trials which im-
mediately awaited her, the tranquillity
-of rural Jcenes, the benevolent fimpli-
city of her revered father, the dignified
refignation of Mr. Evansgsand the in-
terefting {weetnefs of the amiable Lucy,
confpired to calm that painful conflict ’
which undeferved calumny: and difap-
pointed hope had excited in her foul.
The carly carol of the lark, the dying
fall of the nightingalg, the kindling
glory of a fummer’s morning, the re-
viving frefhnefs of the evening zephyr,

06 the
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the various delights which the 'country
affords, and the attrative fimplicity of
jts uncontaminated inhabitants, infpired
lady Monteith with ftropg indignation
agaipft that fattidious tafte which, while
it degrades-the majeftic operations of
Nature with- the epithets of ordinary
and vulgar, or pafles them with ftupid
infenfibility, purfues, the celebrity re-
quired by the conftrution of a carriage
ot the adjuftment of a robe. Her cen-
*fures againft this petty ambition were,
however, too warm o be the diQates
of cool judgment, and evidently proved,
that the fair declaimer hmd been once
included in the frivolous groupe who
pay a blind idolatry to popular efteem.
Difappointment infpired other notions;
and, guided by this new intpulfe, fhe
appeared once §n her converfations with
Mifs Evagis to lean to the dangerous
doctsislibf Fitzofhorne, « When 1 re-
- « flect,”
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« fledt,” faid fhe, * on the evanefcent
“ nature of reputation; that it is acquired
¢« without folicitude, and loft without
« guilt; thatit is the fport of calumny, and
« the battery from which envy mortally
* wounds the peace of innocence, I feel
« convinced that it is beneath the at-
« tenticn of a well-governed mind.”
The converfation had been previoufly
confined to the caprices of fathion, and
Mifs Evans was furprized that it thould
produce &ich a ferious conclufion; for
to this genuine chfld of Nature the eclat
annexed to the invention of T becoming
turban, er even the honour of an innu-
merable party, feemed unworthy of a
moment’s anxiety. She therefore fixed
her intelligent eyes upon her friend, and
sfsed he® to what fhe alluded in this
refletion ? .
« My own fad {tory,” faid Geraldine,
**is ever predominant in my mind.
5 “Evea



302 A TALE OF THE TIMLS,

« Even while I am enjoying the de-
< lights of thefe beloved peacéful feenes,
¢ I cannot for one moment forget that
¢ I am now a mark for public ridicule ;
¢and I am .endeavouring to derive
« fome confolation from thofe fenti-
¢« ments which a gentieman, a very
« fenfible man, and a friend of lord
« Monteith’s, has frequently fuggefted.”
¢ They can only apply,” faid Lucy,

¢ to the cafe of thofe who place their
« yltimate hopes in the appliufe of the
« world. _They have nothing to do
«¢ with the well- grounded mind, which,
 while it purfues the ﬂeady path of
« duty, is pleafed with being encouraged
“ on its journey by the modeft voice of
« well-earned praife. Far be it from
« me, my Geraldine, to feek to diminifh
« your conf'oianons. Innocence allows
R T poffels a very fuperior one;
ihd whil. your life difproves accufa-.
« tions,

&

\.\‘
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« tions, you have no caufe’ to be de-
«« prefled.  Yet the watchful fufcepti-
“ bility of female honour cannot but
« fecl every attack upon its character;
¢ and it moft impatiently longs to refute
“ the cenfures which its purity abhors.
< Lord Monteith's friend, I fuppofe,
« only made general obfervations. He
¢ could not allude to your particular
¢ ftory.”

“ They were the obfervations of
« Fitzofborne,” Jaid lady Monteith

gravely. —

¢« Of Fijzofborne ?” interrogated
Lucy. <1 have heard you defcribe
¢« him as onc of the moft enlightened,
« uncorrupted, and amiable of men:
« the perfon too, refpecting whom your
¢ conduct is cenfured.” ,

« It is exatly as you defcribe. He
«js thus deferving, and I am fo ac-
« cufed,”

% Does
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« Does a fixed contempt for the good-

« will of that mafs of his fellow-crea-’
« tures which is called the world, im-
¢ ply this fuperior merit? The world,
« I have heard my dear father often fay,
« judges right, but from wrong pre-
« mifes. It is hafty and rafh, not dif-
« paffionate and refletting. It kindles
« into indignation at a fpecious tale: it
« Joads a fufpeéted charatter with op-
« probrium; but however falfe its in-
« ference, however miftaken its judg-
“ ment, its errors alwavs lean to the
« fide of'jufhcc and v1rtuc. And I am
¢ the more inclined to pay a'deference
“ to my father’s opinion, becaufe I find
¢ his idea of that aggregate body of
« which I am an individual confirmed
« by my own feelings.”

« I fhall onfy join the general decifion
¢ of the world, which you fo reverence,”
rc& the countefs, ¢« when I found the

¢ prailes
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“ praifes of Mr. Fitzofborne. T'o the
 manners and the exterior of the moft
« finifhed genteman, he adds the in-
“ formation of the fcholar, and the pro-
« fundity of the philofopher. Peihaps
< his ardent love of truth may urge him
“ to too great a contempt f{or eftablithed
« rules ; and you know, Tuey, we muft
“ not expect fuperior minds to pay a
« fcrupulous attention to the little
« punctiliog which cuftom exa&s from
« drdinary charaters, He is aQuated
« by the moft exalted viewspand his
« Jife is the nobleft comment upon his
« opinions.”

The limited obfervation of Mifs
Evans had never difcovered fuch a
being as lady Monteith deferibed ; and
fhe regarded the delineatiqn of its dif-

. tinguifhed properties with fomewhat of
the fame kind of fcrupulous curiofity
‘with which we perufe the defcription of

' the
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the unicorn and the kraken; not abfo-
lutely denying that fuch things may
exift, but withing to have their reality
more clearly identified. Her wifh was
foon gratified, and this human pheenix
was introduced at Powerfcourt by an
event in which chance (che modern
term for Providence) had a fmaller
fhare than ¢ffenfidly appeared.

The poft always arrived at fir
William’s in the afternoon;,and though
the good baronet thad nothing of the
bafthaw «1™his chara&e:, and was by no
means an adept in the {cience of politics,
he conftantly exercifed an unlimited au-
thority over the newfpaper, the con-
tents of which he regularly recited, in
an audible voice, to the party affembled
round his hotpitable board. T'he journal
of paifing occurrences which found ad-
miflion at fir William’s, was oencrally

uncontaminated by private flander, party
“abufe,
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abufe, or fulfome panegyric, and fimply
a plain narrative of the events of the day.
It happened, however, that after lady
Monteith had {pent about four months
at her father’s, the following paragraph
found admittaice : '

« It is rumoured in the polite circles,
¢ that a certain minifterial nobleman, in
«¢ the vicinity of P#s*sx%d Place, finds
¢ fufficient attraltions in the beau-
« giful- s, Harley to confole him for
* his recent difgrqgas while a fair in-
« conftant is trying, whether the keen
¢« air of the Tsskssxxx:xthire moun-
« tains may not be beneficial to a con-
« fumptive reputation. It is faid, that
« Jord Ma#ssxsxs’s fettlements on his
« new flame are uncommonly liberal.”

Sir William was not *verfed in the
language of initials and afterifks; and
was not in pofleflion of the decyphering
gloffary which a knoyledge of polite

fcandal
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fcandal fupplies. After two or three
attempts to unravel the enign.la, he de-
livered it to his daughter, with a requeft
that the would t!1 him what it meant,
A crimfon blufh and a dying palcnefs
alternately took poiicflign of her fice
while fhe perufed the paragiaph, Afier
coolly obferving, that it was fome very
ill-natured nonfenfe, fhe complained of
faintnefs from the heat of the room, a
circum{ince which her fituatisn, bcing
near her fouzth eonfinemient, ig Bt
render o-ppremvc. Mifs Evans’s arm was
re,ady to lead her to her ewn apartment,
at the door of which fhe intreated her
friend to leave her, and to fuperintend
the backgammon party in her room, as
fhe much feared.fhe fhould *not be abla
to rejoin thern that evening.

No flarm was excited that night by
tlm"éwcumﬁancc. Sir William’s com-
ﬁunicatxons hal been too confufed to

con-
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convey any explanation to his auditors,
and any ficure appeal to the newfpaper
for information was impoflible, for it
had tuddenly difappeared during the
buftle cccafioned by lady Monteith’s
faintme(s. But fince tle butler and the
houfckeeper were both very great puli-
ticians, and very anxious to infpedt the
condult of adminiftration, this circum-
ftance too frequently happened to bear
at_this tigge any myflterious air,
~ - - v
,’ﬁerakhnc's indi'pofition wore next
morning a more #rious afpest. Her

maid owped, sthat fhe had been ex~
tremely relilefs and agicated all nighe,
and her pulfe indicated confiderable
fever.  Sir William’s parental tender-
nefs took alarm. The moft eminent
medical affiftance which the country af-
forded was called in, and an exprefs was
difpatched to town to fummon her
" hufband,

The "



310 A TALE OF THE TIMES.

The petrifying power of vice requires
time before it can render -the heart
completely callous. Lord Monteith had
not yet forgot his inimitable Geraldine,
the mother of his pretty little girls, the
founder of James-town, and the benign
enchantrefs whofe magic powers had
converted the wild unfrequented fhores
of Loch Lomond into the refidence of
plenty, elegance, and happinefs. His
recolletion of the guiltlefs pleafures
once enjoyed in her fociety aggratsed
his fears for hs ffety ; nor could a
thoufand Mrs. Harleys detain him from
her bedfide. Endeavouring by the
fpeed of his return to atone for the
criminality of his abfence, rclays of
horfes were ordered upon the road, and
the exertions of the poﬂb‘c;'ys were fii-
mulated by “additional douceurs. But
lord Monteith is not the only furious
driver tht has found it impoffible to

travel
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travel from himfelf. New to the fug-
geftions of remorft, yet unable to divert
the pain of its fcorpion-fting by the fal-
lacious juftification of comparing his
own condué& with that of other men of
fathion, his troubled imagination con-
tinually placed before his eyes the
frightful image of an amiable wife mur-
dered by his vicious indifference; and
his thoughts were alternately occupied
by cu\rﬁrgg his own folly, and frantickiy
MI-&'aven Jo fpare a life which
1e now felt to by;mlnitely‘dc.arcr than
his own. e

Such a fituation called for the ame-
liorating offices of friendfhip, and the
fentimental, difpaffionate Firzofborne
had claimegd that pious tafk. To abate
the reader’s indignation againft that
gentleman’s condu@®, I° muft affirm,
that it was afterwards fatisfactorily
proved, that the fatal paragraph which
I have quoted was n} communicated

’ to
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to the newfpaper editor inya ‘handwrit-
ing that bore the Jeap ;@sw to
Edward’s. I will alfo own, that his
emotions during the jourtiey to Powerf~
court were almoft as poignantly diftrefi-
ing as thofe of his fellow-traveller,
Confcience, indeed, was leis loud in her
accufations, becaufe her fenfibility had
by frequent repreflion been rendered
more callous. But the probable difap-
pointment of thofe plans of aorandife-
ment which he had purfued with fu.}
wicked diigenc€; :a(fed his appre-
henfion; and he regrettéd, chat human
fcience had not yet reached its fummic
of perfedion, by prefenting to him the
immortalizing elixir that would enable
Nim to difpute with death for the pof-
ﬁmon of thg vi€tim whom le had

maglg¥or a more dreadful deftination.

"ENp OF Sl fzéonp vorumz.












