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The book is admirably planned and is not marred
by preconceived notions. It is happily free from all
bias—especially is it not disfigured by that anti-foreign
feeling to which some enthusiastic latter day authors
are prone when thoy speak of the Maratha and the
Sikh community in ..the days of their glorious inde-
pondence. This is the sheer blindness of a certain
section of our public men; they want the European
spirit in every (fefmrtment of thought and action and
yet are perversely railing against that very influence
which is required to shape and mould our social polity.

All the leading Sikh Gurns have been distigetly
sketched. The language is quite modern, is simple
and chaste, is not at all spotted with Sanscritist phra-
seology and the narrative flows on unimpeded by
prejudice or predilection.

The introduction is the chief feature. * * * *,
The rise, growth and fall of the Sikh power have been
traced with a master's hand and the real causes of its
decay have, been analysed with unsurpassable skill.
The main point on which Babu Rabindra Nath has
laid great stress is the fact that the religious teachings
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of the first Gurus should not have been allowed to be
diverted to earthlier political purposes, the spark of
spiritual fervour should not have been used in igniting
the faggots of military enthusiasm whose intense gldws
ceriainly spread over the particular community for
a while but left the rest of the country untouched,
unmoved, unquickned, left it, as it was before, bul;ied,
in sloth, selfishness and frigid indifferencer The
Sikh reformers made a huge mistake when they turned
the spirit'’s current into the degraded channels of
martial ambition and renown; the stream which broke
forth and issued from the snow-clad heights and swect
ened the lives of men became choked amidst the base
sands. ¢

All sincere students of literatute must welcome such
works. They indicate that the historic spirit, the histo-
ric aititude, the historic vision wkich Indian writers
never possessed before has becn born.
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