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never recovered entirely. The blow stunned literature, prevented its
growth during the first two centuries after the conquest, and a partial
revival was made only in the 15th century.” (The Origin of the Bengali
Script, Introduction, p. 3).
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> 1 That existence, indeed, would find in the assertion of private
individuality a serious danger ; and tribal organisation guards against
this so efficiently that it is doubtless impossible, so long as therc is no
interruption from outside. ( The Epic by L. Abercrombie, p. 9 ).

21 Each person is the tribe in little ( Ibid ).
R
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> 1 It seems as if the long-repressed forces of individuality then
burst out into exaggerated vchemence., The result is that a people
passes from its savage to its heroic age on its way to some permanence
of civilisation. ( Ibid ).

3} Itis quite certain, however, that these poems had not merely
been preceeded by a vast number of revisions of the mythological
history of the country, but were accompanied by innumerable pocms of a
similar character.

( Epic, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol, VIII, p. 646 ).
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The matter of the authentu. epic is usually traced to the earlier lays
and ballads of the race from which it springs. (English Epic and Heroic
Poetry, by W. M. Dixon, p. 71 ).

51 A whole is that which has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

Aristotles’ Poetics, translated by S. H. Butcher, p. 31. )

Al§o—lt ( Epic poetry ) should hive for its subject a single action,
whole and complete, with a beginning, a middle, and an end. (Ibid p. 89)

1 It must be a story, and the story must be told well and greatly.
( Epic by Abercrombie, p. 52 ).

© | It will tell its tale both largely and intensely, and the diction
will be carried on the volume of a powerful flowing metre. ( Ibid, p. 61 )

8 1 Of the various kinds of words, the compounds are best adapted
in dithyrambs, rare wordsto heroic poetry, and metaphors to iambic.
In heroic poetry, indeed, all these verietics are serviceable. ( Aristotle’s
Poetic, Ibid, p* 87 ).

¢} Style is the sign of the poem’s spirit, and it is the spirit that we
feel; ( Epic bv Abercruinhie, . @\
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51 I use the word “style” of course in its largest sense—the
manner of conception as well as manner of composition. ( Ibid., p. 51)

21 Epic poetry must have as many kinds as Tragedy. It must be
simple or complex, or ethical and pathetic. -

( Aristotle’s Poetics, Ibid., p. 91 ).

© | The prime material of the epic poet, then, must be real, and not
invented. It means that the story must be founded deep in the general
experience of man. ( Abercromcie’s Epic, p. 55 ).

8 1 The poet should prefer probable impossibilities to impossible
possibilities, ( Aristotle’s Poetics, p. 95 ).
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> 1 The epic hero is a]ways a ﬁghter. a soldier in some good cause.
( English Epic and Heroic Poetry, p. 71 ).

21" Epic in all ages and at all stages of culture reflects the life and
manners, the tastes and pursuits of the ruling class. (Ibid. p, 166 ).

Also —A story weighted with the epic purpose could not proceed at
all unless it were expressed in persons big enough to support it. The
subject, then, as the epic poet uses it, will obviously be an important
one. ( Abercrombie’s Epic, p. 63-64 ).

© | They (the epics) take us into a region in which nothing happens
that is not deeply significant ; a dominant, noticeably symbolic, purpose
presides over each poem, moulds it greatly and informs it throughout
( Abercrombie’s Epic, p. 52 ).

8 1 Other things which epics have been required to contain are a
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desccnt into hell dl’ld some supernatural machinery. lt serves the epic
purpose to surround the action with immortals, who are not only
interested spectators of the event, but one decply implicated in it.
( Abercrombie’s epic, pp. 65, 67 ).
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31 Then in craftsmanship, the two kinds of cpic are equally deli-
berate, cqually concerned with careful art.  We may, then, in a gencral
survey, regard epic poetry as being in all ages essentially the same
kind of art fulfilling always a similar intension.  (The Epic by Abercrom-
bie, p. 47 ).
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31 Asa general rule, ‘authentic epic, in response to its surrounding
needs, has a simple and concrete subject, and the closeness of the poet
to this is thercfore more obvious than in ‘literary’ epic, which ( again in
response to surrounding needs ) has been driven_to take for subject
some great abstract idea and display this in a concrete but only osten-
sible manner. Literary epic has achieved a diction much more answer-
able to the greatness of epic matter than the ‘authentic’ poems ( The

Epic by Abercrombie, p. 47). The first epics ( authentic ) were intended
for recitation ; the literary epic is meant to be read. ( Ibid. p. 39).
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> 1 There was no need for them ( the pocts of the authentic Epics )
to be long choosing and beginning late.  For the poet of the literary
epic, however, it is his own consciousness that must select the kind of
theme which will fulfil the epic intention for his own day. Itis his own
determination that will draw the theme into the secrets of his being ( The
Epic by Abercrombie, p. 37 ).
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3> 1 A story weighted with the epic purpose could not proceed at all
unless it were expressed in persons big enough to support it. ( The Epic
by Abercrombie, pp. 63-64).
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51 Dr. A. B. Keith’s article in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic

Society, April, 1915.
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