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FROM THE HINDOO PATRIOT,

V OL 111 No 85, Bhowanipore in the Suburbs of
- - Calcutta, Thursday, August 30, 1855.

Review——Sacontola or the Fatal Ring of Kalidasa, tran-
slated into Bengalee by Nundo Coomar Roy,

We have had for . sometime before us a translation in
metrical Bengalee of the celebrated Sanscrit drama ‘“Sacontola,”
the reputation of which, through the writings of Sir William
Jones and one or two other Orientalists, has extended itself
as widely over the learned world as the name of any other
dramatic work in any other language. The merits of the
drama have been placed by the universal consent of Scho-
lars on a footing which precludes its being subjected to ordinary
criticism, and it is therefore upon the manner and result of the
translation alone that we feel ourselves called upon to speak.

The most remarkable feature in the translation is the success

of its metrical execution. The ordinary forms of Bengalee
verse have been retained without any gross perversion of tke
sense of the original. We doubt whether the Sacontola can
be fitted by any process of excision and adaptation to histrionic
purposes, sat we' can well understand its being extensively
used as a book for.eading. Towards the latter object, formed
as Bengalee habits of reading now are, the metrical composition
of the Bengalee version will operate most favorably. The
Bringalces are a reading nation but no nation with such a
onfirmed habit of reading amongst all the better classes of -
the population, are so ill furnished with books to read. Every
new addition, therefore, to the vernacular library which es-
chews the common vice of vulgarity should be received with
cordial ‘acceptanc'e, and such a reception, we think, Baboo
Nundo Coomar Roy’s translation of Sacontola deserve-,
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