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Marmmagatha and Premgatha.

Mabaraja Shriram Chandra Bhunja Deo of Mourbhanj
State, Orissa, wrote a letter from Bapipata, dated Dec.
7, 1901, toc Rai Radhanath Rai Bahadur, Inspector of
Schools, Burdwan Division, from which an extract is given
below.
# * * * * *

“I have received copies of ‘“‘Premgatha” and “Marmua-
gatha” which the authoress kindly sent to me and I have
read them through with pleasure and profit.

¢ “Peetry believed in is religion” and I realize that
“Eye dotk glance from heaven to earth,
from earth to heaven ;
“And as, imagination bodies forth
. “The forms of things unknown, the poets pen
““Turns them to shapes and gives to airy nothing
‘ “A local habitation and a name,.
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The authoress is as you say “a poetical genius of very
superior order” for like Wordsworth,she can be truly apprecia~
ted by poets like yourself, Her language is exceedingly
simple, homely and sometimes quaint but it is wonderful

how much meaning some of her poems convey.
Her descriptions of the delicate aspects of nature and

her delineation of the “labrynthine mazes” of human charac-
ter, intermixed here and there with the grand and intricate
truths of religion and philosophy and illaminated by beauti-
fuland apt illustrations, are charming and unique. They
are expressed with a vividness and clearness which go
straight to the heart and which one misses in more involved

and less poetic writings,
A vain of saduess and resignation is perceptible inher

words but they are of one who has almost found a resting
place on the “Rock of ages.” , o

Providence has endowed the poetess with a felicitous
imagination and i’axpression and I have mno doubt that she is
destined to bear her mark in the literature of Bengal.”

2. Marmmagatha by Shrimati Nagendrabala Mustaii.
A collection of poetical pieces by a young lady belonging to a
highly respectable family. In the preface the publisher says
that, the authoress has consented to issue the book only on
the recommendation of her guardians and relatives. She
has done well, we think ; for, though evidently this is her
first attempt, there is enough indication in marnmagatha
of her eventually proving a poetess of no mban order. Her
style is simple, and, language chaste. Shrimati Nagendra-
bala has dotie herself credit in all the pieces contained in her
book,and in several she has soared higher and given unmistak-

able evidence of a strongly-marked poetic genius.
The Amrita Bazar Patrika, Tudsday, March 1897. -
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MaRMMAGATHA—The contents amply justify the name given
to this collection of poetical pieces, for the poems are really
the outpourings of a feeling heart, a heart,—which has felt
deeply for its possessor as well as for others. One feature of
the compositions is the entire absence from them of the arti-
ficiality and sickly sentimentalism, that characterise many
another poetical production of the day. Every piece, short
as it is, is iestinct with life, and infuses a sad pleasure into
the reader’s heart. Shrimati Nagendrabala Mustafi the fair
cowposer, has set an excellent example to her sisters and
brothers as well, in the field as to how to wield the poetic
pen. So that it may fascinate the readers by the words
and edify them by the sentiments, '

Indian Mirror, 13 July, 1897,

A book of poems by a Hindu lady, consisting of a number
of short pieces on a variety of topics, Meny of the pieces
contain very good poetry.

Calcutta Guzette, Wednesday, December 30, 1896,
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PremeATHA.—Shrimati Nagendrabala Mustafi is no
stranger to the reading public of Bengali poetry. By her
production, “Marmmagatha” which we lad the pleasure of
noticing in these columns sometime ago she has already
established a sound title to popular estimation. By her
present work, which is a collection of poems, composed
from time to time, she has put another feather to her literary
cap. ‘ .

These pieces, though composzed on diffsrent subjects are
only variations upon one them, viz, divine love. 'The pieces
are like as many flowers of different hues and smelds, all
strung together with the silken thread of celestial *““Prem”.
The anthoress is gifted with a sympathetic heart and a loyal
pen—a heart that beats in unison with nature and humanity,
and a pen that faitbfully carries out the biddings of that
heart. The collection amply testifies to the fact, that the
fair poet has in her compositions another elements, besides
faultless metre, that go to “build the lofty rhyme” and among
those are a sublime conception of divine love, an earnestness
of religious feeling and a thorough -insight into the workings
of the human heart. The authoress is to be warmly congratu.
Jated on the success, which has attended her efforts at cour-
ting the divine love through the “human art divine.”

The Indian Mirror, friday, February 2, 1900,

PremeaTHA.—This is the title of a beautlful got-up Ixttle
book of Shrimati Nagendrabala M ustaﬁ The authoress
needs no introduction at our hands—having already made her
mark in the field of Pengali literature. This young lady's
first venture came out-in the shape of ‘“Mar mmagatha” and

it was very fa.voura.b]y received by the public at the tlme.
An regards the pgesent volume we need ouly meution that it
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fully sustains her reputation. The verses are well written
throughout and some of them bear evident traces of origina«

lity in them,
The Amrita Bazar Patrika, Monday July3,1899,

PrEMGATHA —A collection of Lyrical pieces many of
which are of considerable power. The lady author is a poet
of nomean order and the present volume will certainly go to
enhance her veputation. )

Calcutta Gazette ; Wednesday, July 31,1899,
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“NARIPHARMMA”—'This is another little book from the
pen of Shrimati Nagendrabala Dasi (Saraswati) whose
previous authorship of twe poetic volumes has already made
known her name to many. It is subdivided into five sectiohs
viz. the duties of a Hindu woman ; the true Hindu womau ;
her general training ; is she progressing or degrading and
the conclusion. Each of these will repay perusal and is well
adapted to preparing the minds of our females for the highest
duties of the wife, the nother argd the matron, which they
‘®we to the society and which, if adequdtely performed, ill
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make our homes fall of Lliss and prosperity—a thing whici .
the gifted writer aims at., The instructions conveyed here
inand the hints given, are of incalculable value to Hindu
females, both young aud old. The get up of the book is
excellent., We hope the book will be patronised by those
for whom it is intended. 3
The dmrita Bazar Pulrika, Tuesday, January 22,1991,
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