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It gives us very great pleasnre to welcome the
appearance of a historical romance in the true sense -of
the expression. Which we have no doubt, will be
regarded as an acquisition to Bengali Literature. The
author has already made a name for himself by his
researches into the history of the family and the times
of the illustrions poet Bharat Chandra Ray. He has
presented the Bengali-reading public with this fruit of
his earnest and strenuous labours which depicts with
considerable skill the warlike exploits of a Bengaii
heroine Rani Bhabasankari of the historic Rai familv
of Garh Bhowanipur. It does one’s heart good to read
how in those brave days, a Bengali lady could lead
%roops and plan eampaigns and demonstrate her courage
and prowess. The Emperor Akbar honored her with
the little of ‘Rai Baghini’ which she eminently deserved
in recognition of her military achievements. The
history of Kalapahar incorporated into the book, will
be read-with great intcrest. The account of his heroic
deeds, his apostacy and his carcer as an iconoclast
will rivet the attention of the reader. We get again a
oharming glimpse of the Pergannah of Bhurshut  and
the victories of war and triumphs of peace standing to
the credit of its Princes, The author has done valuable
service by bringing to light a forgotten page in the
history of Bengal teeming -with deeds of valour and:
heroism.
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« Banga-Birangana Rai. Baghini” by Babu Bidhu
Bhushan Bhattacherji is a romantic account of a hereic
Bengali lady of the Brahmin Raj family of Bhurshut.
This princess Rani Bhaba Sankari defeated the rebellious
Pathan leader Osman’ and saved thé southern part of
Bengal from the Pathan depradations. For this heroism
Akbar the Great, gave her the title of *“Rai Baghini”
which is even now used in.Bengal with reference to
daring women. )

The book, though a history, is yet charming as a
"novel. There is nothing mythical in the account of
‘the daring adventures of the chivalrous princess and
the details are supported by apt evidences which the
* able author has taken great pains to gather.

On the whole the book is highly stimulating Read-
ing both on account of the matter and the style.
Bidhu Babu has done yeoman’s service to the Bengali
Literatare and the cause of history in thus saving from
oblivion a highly interesting chapter of the Lower
Bengal. Though there are several glowing examples of
the heroic ladies of Rajastan, yet our hearts are filled
with pride and enthusiasm when we read of the Bengali
princess hunting- on horseback, issuing'commands to
her troops and actually fighting against and defeating
a Pathan captain who was a great enemy of the Emperer
Akbar., 8o we hope to see “ Rai Baghini *’ to be one of
the h:uschold books of Bengal.
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