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THE DUKE'S FUNERAL:
A Porm,

BRY SIR FRANCIS HASTINGS DOYLE,

TATE PELLOW OF ALL SOULS COLIRGF, OXLOPN,

CmLp, with fresh cheek upon thy velvet palm,
O bright-haired child, that sleep is sweet and calm—
Through all those youthful pnlses breathing balm :
But yet I say, Arise!
"The unexhausted night hangs demp—
Black yet round each unwaning lamp:
Against the echoing casement-panc,
Driving raw, cold and plangent rain,
The wind of Auturn sighs.
Yet from that flowerlike rest, throngh all,
Ronugh gales that blow, chill showers that fall,
I say agnin, Arise.

"Chis onee let sleep depart, for lo!
The hour that seals a nation's woe
Moves, like a mourner, sad and slow
Behind yon eastern ekies.
‘The sword of God has fallen unsparing,
A life is done, a goal is won,
The sands of a glorious race are ruv,
And a great people grieveth, bearing
Home to his. grave their noblest son.

b
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I rouse thee not. because a sight,
A proud and pompous show,
Such as enchants the young, ere night
Through crowded streets will go;
No; but in thee a beacon-light must glow,
A stream of reverence rise to life and flow :

Through thee, from booming gun and muffled drum,

A voice must pass to all the years that come !

It is to thee, and such as thee,

That Eugland, great as yet, and free,
Commiits a solemn trust;

To print, as in a living book,

On youth's keen brain, each word, each look,

And mark how o’er the nation's friend,

By all poor honours earth can lend,

Qur stricken country seeks relief

From.passionate and noble grief.

o may ye nevermore forget

In souls unhorn a seed to set,

And kindle hearts unmoulded yet,
When we are laid in dust.

That Times and Realms afar may scan

What Eugland honoured in a2 man—

May keep, wherever Freedom's speech,

And Freedom's islund blood, shall reach,

Though cycles lie between, and oceans sever—

The Duke's great name a housebold word for ever.

Ree how the people gathereth together,
All thoughts of self disdnining '—

How feeble women, in the stormy weather,
Stand worn, but uncomplaining !

Rejoicing, rather, thus to show

Their deep sense of the debt they owe.

Why is that people banded thus together,
Under the whirling showers ?

W% silenfly endure the sullen weather
Throughent these sunless houra ?
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It is because they here await
The coming of the good and great;
The man who, down to death, from youth.
Steered by the living star of trath,
Made his loved country’s cause his own,
And saved her for herself alone.
"Therefore the Queen upon her throne
\Weeps bitter tears to-day ;
Therefore the humblest workman here
Bares a rough head before the bier,
W hen that which was the Duke draws near.
"Therefore the soldiers sadly, proudly,
Move on their mournful way ;
Therefore the cannon boometh loudly
Athwart the fog-smoke grey.
Therefore the leaders of the State
Around the gorgeous pageant wait, .
And chiefs from many a land afur,
From proud and distant kings,
Fach wise in peace or brave in war
His sign of reverence brings.

The car through silence groancth on,
Beneath a hero's carthly part;
Blind nerves and brain, whose work is done—
True servant to the flawless heart
Of England's worthiest son.
Yea! and before the world we say,
"That it is right in open day
("Though to the worm's surrendered prey)
These rites and honours thus to pay;
Since this for that frail form we claim,
‘T'hat never, since the birth of fane,
Did mortal frame
Of any name
Inscribed on Glory’s dazzling roli,
Swerve less from Duty’s calm control,
Or send to God a nobler soul.
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So let the martial music flow around,
The soldiers mourn their chief;

And muffled drums, with melancholy round,
Fill all the air with grief.

1t is an hour when bright hopes darken,
When strong hearts fail through fear.
As for the coming storin they hearken
\With him no longer here.
With gathering clouds of omen ¥pread,
The hot sky gloometh overhead ;
The fevered carth, the restless deey.
Ave trembling, as in troubled sleep :
And on the nations, like a pall,
Black shadows from the future fall.
Vague terrors haunt our failing hearts,
Lut he, by God’s high grace. departs,
And, ere the mighty tempest breaks.
To other. nobler life awakes,
I'rom his long toil by Heaven set frec,
Whilst yet there seemed tranquillity.
So, on his throne of airy gold,
Sercnely sank that sum of old
The night before the waves were rolled
In raging masses uncontrolled ;
When earth’s great deep, by angelg vent asunder,
Upheaved its sable fountain-floods in thunder,
From fathomless abysses still renewiag
Sea after «ca to overwhelm and ruin.

But let the Future, for one Lour,
In God's almighty hand repose ;
Let no forebodings dim have power
To mar the glorious close
Of that great life, whose iron will
Said to advancing Fate, Be still!
"The shattered universe re~cast,
And stanched the death-wound of the past.
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The Past, the Past, with him and glory fraught,
"'a-day is lord of ear, and cye, and thought.

W, knows not how that urb sublime
+ts matchlees course hath run ?

Tt were an idle waste of tim~
"To show the noon-day sun.

Lnough, tha, when the ruthless Ganl
Became on eaith the scourge of God,
vhen one man moved the Lord of All,
And crushed ¢ people where he trod—

11is dauntless heart in stedfast ardour burned
With that gigautic foe to cope,

Hir eagle ev- on distant hills disceraed
"L sunmse of a living hope.©

Thence andismayed, through lands afar,
With s.  dy 1-9tion, like a star .

‘hat knows not haste, nor doubt, nor rest,

Still on, and on, and on he pressed :

Till from that Titan, vrostrate and forlorn,
That soul ~f iron mixed with clay,

The purple mantle of his pride was torn,
The strong sword wrenchied away.

‘Then first our hero paused (whilst Europe shed
ler stars, and crowns, like snow-flakes round his head),
And though ke sought not glory, found his name
The light that filled the golden skies of fame.
What paths in after-years he trod,
And how he played his part ;
1> it not written by the hand of God
Upen the people’s heart ?
All now is over, we have looked our last,
His light is quenched, his tale is told ;
He joins at length, in glory unsurpassed,
"he mighty men of old.

* Torrves Vedras.

WEIOR N P Lt o 4] L »_‘




o X1

So let tho martial masic low around,
The soldicrs mourn their chief;

And muffled drums, with melancholy sound,
Fill all the air with gricf.

Child, suns must rise and set, the carth
Through years and cycles onward roaw :

And ever, past the gates of Death and Birth,
Life’s ocean-tide exhaustless foam.

We soon must leave thee—soon wilt thou be sitting
Serencly under silver hair:

Whilst bright entls glance, and fairy forms ave tlitting
Around thy venerable chair.

Then wilt thou tell them, years and years ago.
(I took it as a thing of course),

An old man used to mie, stooping low,
‘White-headed, on his horse.

*“ I took it as a thing of course

‘T'ill that pale rider, often watched unknown,

Lo the soul's insight, through the eye, was shown.

A voice proclaimed, that drooping form, of yore.

‘Through seas of blood upheld, through earthquakes,

bore

His country safe to peace’s golden shore.

That feeble hand, which scarce can grasp the reins.

Like God's own thunder shivered Europe's chains.

Mark well the reverent head, the locks of snow,
They will not long be here ;

"T'is more-for thee than thon canst feel or know,
To see the Duke 0 near.”

Then will those children, round the fire at night,

Keep ever asking of this mournful sight,

Drinking, with ever new delight,

The tale of each heroic fight,

When Eagland conquered in the right :

Then, whilst young eyes gleam fiercely bright,
Young faces flush, as if with wine,

B
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temember why we led thee forth ere light,
And let such words as these be thine :—

« 11is deeds in war were great, but greater still
T'hat high, clear spirit, that unfaltering will !
His intellect all honoured, not 8o much
For gifts which dazzle wheresoe’er they touch,
As that in him calm couragg, zeal like fire,
Which, when fate darkened, only blazed the higher,
And patient justice, that no wrongs could tire,
Enriched a simple soul without pretence,
And to rare genius raised its common-sense.
e was by all beloved, but less because
His sword had triumphed in his country’s eanse.
Than that men knew
His life was true,
"T'hat, when he saw his duty, power and pelf,
All lust of glory, and all thoughts of sels;
Away like dross he threw;
"That, nor ambition's lures, nor wounded pride,
Nor malice of unjust rebuke,
Irom honowr's instant path counld turn aside
One foot-mark of the Iron Duke.”

This is what thou hast to say

To to-morrow from to-day ;

Thie is why the land wept o’cr him,
And as one man the people bore him
To sleep where Nelson elept before him.




THE DEATH-MARCH OF WELLINGTON.

BY W. C. BENNETT.

*Wuon bear you thus with heavy tread,
With arms reversed, and brows deprest °”
“ Comrade, we bear the mighty dead
In glory to his place of rest.
A pation throngs the city’s ways,
In grief for him whose race is run;

On, in dark state, beneath their gaze,
Comrade, we begr great Wellington.”
March—slowly march—hark! in the hush, | hear

Assaye's hurrah, and Badajos's cheer.

Yes—o’er him let the trumpet wail,
And round him roll your muflled drum-:
In this last hour, who now shall fail
In open grief for him who comes ?
Its solemn swell the Dead-march pour,
In grief for him whose deeds are done; 5
Grief, let the mighty cannon roar,
As on we bear great Wellington. |
March—silent marck—hark! in the hush, T hear
Vittoria's shout, and Salamanca’s cheer.

On—bear him on to where they sicep,
Our greatest, whom we name with pride .
l.uly4 him by Moore, in slumber decp;
ay him by Abercrombie's side
Nuy—place him by the only one
ho fixed, with him, red vistory's smile !
oom for the dead, by him who won
For us Trafalgar and the Nile!
On—Dbear hin on—hark! in the hush, I heav
Toulouse's charge and St, Sebastian's cheer

Throw wide the doors; dust unto dust:
O'er him the yawning marble close:
Give him to death with trembling trust,
Calm in his lust stern cold repose.
In roverent silence, in the gloom
Brooding beneath the mighty dome,
Congqueror, to share the conquered’s doown,
Laave him to fame in his last home.
March——comrades, march—hark ! in the hush, T heav
Quatre Brig¥ hurrah and Waterloo's fieree eheer.
05 Ohsiviet
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WELLINGTON ¢
&lhe Sty of Bis Tife,

CHAPTER L

1769—1795.

Introdaction—Lii ¢ Whth, Edneatlon —Garctted  Fnsign, Licutenant, aud
Lay tam=—11e ted £ r lum—Gagetted Major and Lacutenant-Colonet—Expes
dation to the NetUcilands—Affars at Alost, Aechlin, Schiyndel, and Tyl
Retreat to Deventor and Bremen—Returas to Fugtind

Irhas been well remarked, that history itself is little more
than a collection of biographies. Au agc thut produces mo
great men is commonly void of .y thing that tho world deems
worthy of permanent record. They m¢  ho times of plenty and
peace —of much steady progress in all that 1elates to the physi-
cal comlort and moral happimess of manhind ; but theso are not
the thmgs in whioh chroniclers delight. War and victory are
their ordinary staples. In the fiercer excitements of military
and political strifc, in the strwggles of o'er-vaulting ambition,
and in the downfall of time-homoured dynasties, they find their
mokt congenial theme#, A grveat mind is never found apart
from a great orisis. The HOUR is swe to bring with it the.
MAN; and & daesling or commanding genius often Mimtﬂg
itaelf, out of discordsnt materials, the circumstances necessary
to develope and illustrate its saperiority. The reflective mindy
in contemplating the atupendous évents of the Mt sevent
8
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years, eannot fag to be struck with the truth of this law. The
m'eueh Revolution—mighty and awful drama as it was-—~scems
to shrink into a mere preliminary flourish to introduce to the
world the great names of Napoleon and Wellington, The
ceaseless ferment of the public mind, and the fiightful scencs

* that followed the assembling of the States-General are forgot-
ten in the mighty game in which those eminent chiefs were
the players : while the Contincnt stood by, more a spectatar than -
an actor, watching the issue with a trembling anxicty, not less
intense than the man in the German allegory, who was play-
ing at chess with Batan for his own soul. Not a move but left
its trace in the rnin of some vast battle-field, the destruction of
some strong town, or, worse still, in the miscry and crime
which ever attend the march of a licentious soldiery. Itisover
now. The wounds of Lurope have been henled by a long
peace; and the last tie which bound those great events to our
own times is snapped. The Duke of Wellington is dead, and
the whole troubled drama flits by into the dim domain of his-
tory. The 14th of September is itsclf an epoch; for on that
day the great cpic of the rise and fall of Napoleon was scvered
from our own times. It is only now that we can speak of the
cmpire of Napoleon as of the empire of Darius; of the battle
of Waterloo 88 of the last struggle of the Persian monarch on
the plains of Issus, Other countries had much of the mythi-
cal in their estimate of Wellington. To them he was the
ideal hero of old romauce, but to us he was much more. With
us he were none of the attributes of fable ; but we had learned
to regard him as an ingegral portion of our country. “The
Duke” scemed to be alffiost as necessary an element in the
constitution ns the Queen herself. And no wonder; for that
tottering, grey-haired old man, who, in our streets received
dlike from citizens and strangers the meed of profound res-
poer, was the embodification of that great prineiple which has

srendered our institations the envy and wonder of the world,
No msan “was«pwer imbued with a stronger sense of duty,
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or more carngstly fulfilled it— whether it related to his
country, his frionds, or himsclf. The best acts of his lifc have
boen marvellously illustrative of this his most marked chavacs
teristic. In the cabinet as in the ficld, his duty was alwaye
preferred to popularity; and nothing could divert him for a
nmoment from what he deemed to be the best andsoundest mode
in which to “carry on the Queen’s Government.” His lnst
speech in Parliament was on the subject of the national de-
fences ;"and on two former occasions, not many months pre-
viously, bis powerful voice was raised in defence of his own
administration of martial law in Spain, and of the soldierly
qualities of his friend and brother in arms, Sir Harry Smith.
In one respect, the Duke of Wellington differs fromn almost
every other hero of modorn or ancient times. He neither died
in the hour of victory like Nelson, nor weve his last days
clouded with obloquy, like those of Marlborough. Never did
man so completely “gain the whole world.” No blessing that
earth could afford was withheld from him. Anancient family,
riches that might have satisfied the cravings of avarice herself,
a fame second to none that has ever yeen enjoyed in any coun-
try, or in any age, a vigorous frame, and a cultivated taste,
s troops of friends,” and the reverential esteem of mankind—
years protracted beyond the the threescore and ten allotted to
our race, aud an old age of peace and repose—nll were his. Of
Lis inner life, we may not speak. A Christian’s life has been
compared with a goldier’s, not merely in a figurative sense, but
because the same qualities gre required in both. 7The knight
without fear and reproach, must be courteous and gentle, must
have the nicest sense of honour and integrity, must be the very
slave of duty, must obey in letter and in spirit the minutest
tittle of every command, must have an indomitable cosrage,
and au unwearied perscverance, must love temperance and
chastity, must hate injnstice and fraud, rapine, violence and
wrong, tust burn with o patriot's firo, and habitually practice
self-denial. seff-sacrifice, and self-command. And what lacks
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ihere yet to make this the character of the ideal Christian ?
i But two things--faith and love. The Duke of Wellington's
wnaffected love for the public worship of God, and his mnialxle,
- though rogged tomper, his unostentatious benevolence,and his
~real kinduess of heart, may well entitle us to hope that he but
nhanged his earthly fame and happiness for a glory and a bliss

- "that pass understanding, and shall last for aye.
ST, aught,” a pnblm journalist has cloquently said,—«if
" anght can lesscn the grief of Kngland upon the death of
- her greatest son, it is the-recollection that the life which has
tlosed leaves no duty incomplete and no honour tnbestowed.
The Duke of Wellington had cxhousted nature and exhausted
glory. His career was onc unclouded longest day, filled from
dawn to nightfall with renowned actions, animated by unfaiiing
‘encrgy in the public service, guided by unswerving principles
of eonduct and of statesmanship. He rose by a vapid series of
achievements, which nono had surpassed, to a position which
no man in this nation ever enjoyced. The place occupied by
the Duke of Wellington in the councils of the country and in
the life of England can s more be filled. There is nono left
in the army or the scnate to act and speak with like authority.
There is none with whom the valour and the worth of this
nation were 8o incorporate. Yet, when we consider the fullncss
of his years and the abundance of his incessant services, we
may learn to say with the Roman orator, ¢ Sulis diw vivisse
dieitv)” since, being mortal, nothing could be added, either to
our veneration or to his fame, Nature herself had seemcd for
. time to expand her inexorable limits, and the infirmities of
sage to lay a lighter burden on that honoured head. Generntions
‘of men had passed away botween the first exploits of his drms
-and the last counsels of his age, until, by a lot unexamphd in
lnﬂlory, the man who had played the most conspicuous part in
the snndls of more than half a oentury became the last survivor
«!ils contemporarics, and carries with him to the grave all
lwing mewory of his own achicvements. To what a eculury,
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to what & country, to what achievements, was that life sucogs-
fully dedicated! For its prodigious duration—for the mugti-
plicity of contemporary changes and events, far outnumbe
the coursc of its days and years—for the invariable and jn-
broken stream of suceess which attended it from its commepe-
ment to its closd, from the fivet flash of trinmphant valo
Indian war to that senatorial wisdom on which the soverjgn
and the nation hung for connsel to its latest hour —for thqun-
bending firmness of character which bore alike all labourjind
all prosperity —and for unalterable attachment to the pme
objects, the same principles, the same dulies, undisturhf by
the passions of youth and unrelaxed by the Lonours and ¢joy-
ments of peace and of age —the life of the Duke of Welljgton
stunds alone in history. Tn him, at least, posterity wiffrace
a character saperior to the highest and mest abundant ffts of
fortunc. If the word ¢heroism’ can be not unfuirly aptied to
him, it is because he remuined greater than his own preperity,
and yose above the temptations by which other men # equal
genins, but loss self-government, have fallen below t]ﬂr dow
titaes. Iis life las nothing to gain from the lmxgungt of pane-
gytir, which would compare his military exploits g his civil
statesmunship with the prowess of an Alexander o/ a Coosar,
or with the astonishing carcer of Lim who saw his ¢mpive
overthrown by the British General at Waterloo. They were
the offspring of passion and of genius, flung from /he voleanic
depths of revolutions and of civil war {o sweep vith meteoric
splendour across the carth, and to collapse in dockuess before
hall the work of life was done.  Their violence, their ambition,
their romnatic existence, their roverses, and their crimes, will
for ever fascinate the interest of mankind, and constituto the
sceret of their fame, if not of their greatness. To such at-
tractions the life and character of the Duké of Wellington
present no analogy. If he rose 1o seareo inferior renown, it.
was by none of the passions or the arts which they indulged or
employed.  Unvanquished in the ficld, his sword was never

¥
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dawn for territorial couquest, but for the independencs of
Hrope and the salvation of his countty. Ruised by the
uliversal gratitude of Europe and of this nation to the highest
pint of rank and power which & sabject of the British
pmarchy could attain, he wore those dignitics and he used
tht influence within the strictest limits of a subjoet's duty.
Nilaw was ever twisted to his will, no right was cver sacyi-
el by one hair's breadth for his aggrandizement. There lived
Do man cither among his countrymen or his antagonists who
cot] sny that this grent Duke had wronged lim; for his entire
eXilence was devoted to the cause of legal anthority and regu-
Into power. You seck in it in vain for those strokes of auda.
ciomtenterprise which in other great eaptains, his rivals in
famehave sonetimes won the prizo of crowns or turned the
fate o nations. Buat his whole career shines with the stcady
light £ day. It has nothing to conreal, it has nothung to m-
terprety the flexible organs of history. Ilverything in it is
msaaly, ompact and clear; shaped to one 1ule of publie duty,
snimate by onc passion—the love of ¥ngland, und the service
of the Chwen,

“The duke of Wellington lived, commanded, and governeda
unconsciows indifference or disda‘nful aversio 1 to thuse coramon
incentives f human action which are derived fism the pot ors
of imuginaion and of sentiment. Xle held them cheap, both
in their wedkness and in their strength. The force and weipht
of his charater stooped to no snch adventitions influences.
He wmight hase kindled more enthusinsm, especially in the carly
and doubtful cays of his Peninsnlar career; but in his success-
ful and triumprant pursuit of glory her name never passed lis
lips, event in his addresses to his soldiers. His entire nature
and chazacter were moulded on reality. 1lo lived to sce things
as they were, His oeute glance and cool judgment pierced at
once through the surface which entangles the imagination or
kindles the sympathy of the feclings. Truth, ns he loved her,
is to bo reachied by a rougher path and by sterner minds. In
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war, in polim-, sod in the common h‘ammebtuns of life, the
Dauke of Wenmgtmx adhered inflexibly to the most precise cor-
teotness in word and deed. IHis femhperament abhorred dis-
guises nnd despiscd exaggerations. The fenrlessness of his
actions was never the vesult of speculative confidence or fool-
bardy prosumption, but it lay mainly in a just perception of
the trae relation in which he stood to his antagonists in the
field or in thesenate, The greatest exploits of his life, such as
the passage of the Douroe, followed by the march on Madrid,
the batlle of Waterloo, and the passing the Catholic Relief
Bill, were performed under no cireumstances that could inspire
euthusiasm. Nothing but the coolncss of the playcr could have
won the mighty stakes upon o cast apparently so adverse to his
suceess.  Other conmanders have attained the bighest pitch of
glory when they disposed of the colossal resources of cmpires,
and headed wonics already flushed with the conquost of the
world.  The Duke of Wellington found no such encouragenient
in any part of b enerer, At no tiwme were the means at his
disprast adegrate to the ceady and certain execution of s
Gueens, 1His stendy owogvess in the Peninsular ‘campaigns
waLt ¢ against e wont of fortune till that current was
jtndf tw d b wore Lerance and resolution. He had a clear
erd cowpiete pereeption of the dangers he encountered, but he

. 4t grawped the latent power which bafiled these dangers,
anu smmounted resistances apparently imvincible. That is
precisely the highest degree of courage, for it is courage con-
scious, enlightened, and determined.

*“ Cleniness of discernment, correotness of judgment, and
rectitude in action were, withont doubt, the prineipal elcnents
of the Duke’s brilliant achievements in war, and of his vast
euthority in the councils of his country, aswell as in the con-
ferences of Europe. They gave to his determinations an
originality and vigour akin to that of genius, and sometinies
impatted to his language in debate a pith and significance at
which more brillinat orators failed to arvive. His mind, equally
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careless of obstacles and of effect, travelled by the shortest, road
to its end ; and he rctained, even in his latesi yearw, all the
precision with which he was wont to handle the subjents that
came beforc him, or had at any time engrossed his ettention.
This was the sceret of that untaught manliness and simplicity
of style that pervades the vaat collection of bis dispatches,
written as they were amidst the varied caves and emotions of
war; and of that Incid and approved mode of exposition which
never failed to leave a clear impression on the minds of those
whom he addressed.  Other men have enjoyed, even in this
age, more vivid facultics of invention and contrivance, a moie
extended range of foresight, a more subtle comprehension of
the changing laws of society and the world; but the value
of these fincr perceptions, and of the policy founded upon them,
hes never been move assured than when it was tried and od-
mutted by the.wisdom and patriotism of that vencrablo mind.
His superiority over other men consisted rather in the perfece
tion of those qualities which ho pre-emincntly possessed than
in the variety or extent of his other faculties.

These pow ers, which were unerring when applied to definite
and eertain facts, sometimes failed in the appreciation of causcs
which had not hitherto come under their observation. It is,
perhaps, less to be wondered at that the soldier and the states-
man of 1815, born and bred in the highest school of Tory
polities, shonld have miscarried in his opinion of those cventful
times which followed the accession of William IV,, than that
the defeated opponent of Reform in 1831 shonld have risen
into the patriot sonator of 1846 and 1851, Yet the Adminis-
tration of 1828, in which the Duke of Wellington occupied the
first and most responsible place, passed the Catholic Emaunei-
pation Act, and thoroby gave the sigmal of & rupture in the
Tory party, never afterwards entirely healed, and struck the
heaviest blow on a system Wwhich fhe growing cngrgies of the
pation resented and condemned. Resolute to oppose what he
concetved to be popular clamour, no man ewer rccognized
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with more fidelity the claims of a frec nation to the gradual
development of its interests and its 1ights; nor were his ser-
vices fo the cause of liberty and improvement the less great
hecause they usually consisted in bending the will or disarming
the prejudices of their ficrcest opponents.  Attached by birth, by
character, and by opinion to the order and the eause of the British
arirtocracy, the Duke of Wellington know that the true power of
that raee of nobles lies, in this age of the world, in their invio-
Inblc nttachment to constitutional principles, and their honest
recognition of popular rights. Although his personsl reso-
lution and his military experience qualified him better than
other men to bo the champion of resistance to popular turbu-
lence and sedition, as hie showed by his preparations in May,
1632, and in April, 1848, yet wisdom and forbearance were
ever the handmeidens of his courage, and, while most fimly
determined to defend, if nccessary, the authority of the State,
he was the first to sct an cxample of concilintory sacrifice to
the roasonable claims of the nation. o was the Catullus of
our senate, after having been our Cresar in the field; and, if
the commonwealth of England had over saluted one of her
citizens with the Roman title of Pmens Patrire, that touching
honour would have been added to the pecrage and the baton
of Arthur Wellesley by the respectful gratitude and faith of
the people.

* Though singularly free from overy trace of cant, his mind
was no stranger to the sublime influence of religious truth, and
he was assiduous in the observances of the public ritunl of the
Church of England. At times, even in tho extreme period of
his age, some accidont would betray the deep current of feeling
which ho never ceased to entertain towards all that was chi-
valrons and benevolent. His charities were unostentatious but
extensive, and he bestowed his interest throughout lifo upon
n ineredible number of persons and things which claimed his
notice and solicited his nid, Lvery sovinl duty, cvery solem-

ST S, SOOI PR dgedizd him roady
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to take his partin it. Ho had a smile for the yormgest child,
a compliment for the prettiest face, an answer to the readicst
tongue, and a lively interest in every inoident uof life, whioh it
ngemod beyond the power of age to chill. When time had'
somewhat relaxed the sterner mounld of his manhood, its effects
were chiefly indicated by an unabated taste for the amusements
of fushionable socitty, irfrongruous at times with the dignity
of extreme old age, and the recollections of so virile & career.
But it scems a part of the Duke's charaeter that everything
that presented itself was equally welcome, for he had become
a part of everything, and it was foreign to his nature to stand
aloof from any occurrence to which his presence could comtri-
bute. He seems nover to have felt the flagging spirit or the
teluctant stop of indolenco or ennwi, or to have recviled from
anything that remained to be done; and this complete per-
formance of every duty, however small, as long as lifaremained,
was the same quality which had carried him thicugh his cam-
paigns, and raised him to be one of the chiof ministers of
England and an arbiter of the fate of Europe, It has been
said that in the most active and illngtrious lives there comes at
last some inevitable hour of meiancholy and of satiety. Upon
the Duke of Wellington that hour left no impression, and
probably it never shed its influence over him; for he never
rested on his former achievements or his length of days, but
marched onwards to the end, still heading the youthful goncra-
tions which had sprung into life around him, and scarcely lcss
intent on their pursnits than they were thomselves, It was a
finely balanced mind to have worn so bravely and so well.
When men in aftor times shall look back to the annals of
England for examples of energy and public virtne among those
who have raised this country to her station on the earth, ne
name will remain more conspicuons or more unsulliod than
that of Arthud Wellesley, the great Duke of Wellington, The
getions of his life were extraordinary, but his charecter wiia
cqual to his actions. He was the very type and modsl of an
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Englishman s and, though men are pivue to invest the worthies
of former ages with & dignity and ment they commonly withe
bold from their contemporaries, we cdn select none from the
long arrey of our captains and our nobles who, teken for all
in all, can &laim & rivalry with him whois gone from amongst
us, an inhoritor of imperishable fame.” *

From the above eloquent panegyric on the carcer of this
“distinguished man, we have now to turn to the dry details of
his ancestral history.

The family of the Duke of Wellington is derived from that of

leys, or Cowleys, of Rutland. In Glaiston church, in that
ty, is & monument to the memory of Walter Colley and
his wife Agues, It bears the date of 1408—Walter Colley
hasing boen in the previous year lord of the manor of Castle
Oakham, In the reign of Henry VIIL, two brothers, Walter
and Robert, seions of this race, emxgratc-d to Irola.nd and settled
in the county of Kilkenny. In 1531 they wcre prosented to
the clerkship of the Crown in Chancary for their joint lives,
and in six years after, Robert was made Master of the Rolls,
and Walter, Solicitor-General. After holding the latter office for
twelve years, Walley resigned it for the Surveyor-Generalship
of hieland. .

Ihs eldest son, Henry, who held a captain’s commission
fiom Elizabeth, was returned member for Thomastown, and
eventually sworn of tho Privy Council, and knighted. He was
suceceded by a «on of the same nome, also a soldier, and one
who, like his father, highly distinguished himself, and was
knighted for his good service. Like his father, too, he served
his country within the walls of parliament as wcll as upon the
battle-field, the borough of Monaghan being represented by
him, His cldest son, by his wife, o daughter of Loftus, Arch-
bishep of Dublin, was sueceeded in his furn by his son Dudley,
8 determined Loyalist, who hold a command in the army of
Charles IL, ond was for many yesars representative of the

® The Tuvce,
»* 2
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borough of Plilipstown. The daughter of this Dudley muamdied
Qarrot Westley, of Dangan, Meath.
These Westleys, Wesleys, or Wellesloys (as they have ot
Wnttmes been called), derive their name from the manor
o d‘Wenes-Imgh, in Somersetghive, where the ﬁumly (which was
a Bexon onc) settled soon after the Norman invasion, A record
in the library of ''rinity College, Dublin, traces tho liue as fur,
back as 1239, to Michacl do Wellesleigh, Tho family seem to
hove been of high rank in the reign of Henry 1, as they obtained
the Grand-Serjeanty of all the country cast of the river I'errof,
Bs far as Buistol Diidge; ond there is o tradition that one of
the house was sfandard-bearer to Henry IT, dwing the inve.
sion of Ireland. In England, the male line becoming extinot,
the fumily estates passed into other hands; but the Irish beanch
suvived in Sir William de Wellesley, who was summoned to
parliament, as & baron, by Edward III In the 15th erntmy,
Dangan Castle Was obtained by marringe, and the mistocratic
prefix de was soon afterwards dropped. Henty, the second sofiof
Dudley Colley, married Mary, the only daughtc of 811 Walliam
Ugher, by whom he had a nwmerous family, Of these, Richnd,
the youngest son, was adopted by his hinsman, Garret Weslh y,
who bequeathed bim his egtates, on coudition that he should
assume his name ond arms. Later in life ho was created Baton
of Mornington by Gemge 1I. His son (arret, in 1760, was
ercated Viscount Wellesley and Eml of Mornin§ton, and ma-
ricd, on the Gth of Februaiy, 1769, Aun, eldcst duughia of the
Right Hon, Arthur Hill Trevor, first Viecount Dungannon, by,
whom he had issue six sons—~namely, Iichard (amm ards the
Marquis Wellesley), Arthar Gerald (who died in'lis infancy),
William Wellesley Pole (Baron Maryborough), Arthur (Duke
of Wellington), Gerald Valerian (Rector of Bishopwoar-
mouth, D.D.), and Henry (Lord Cowley)—besides three deugh-
ters, Francos Seymour, Anne (who was married to Henry, son
of Lord Southampton), and Mary Elizabeth (Lady Culling
Braith),
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Arthur is geacrally stated {0 have been boin on the 1st of
May, 1769, the same year which saw his great military rival,
Napoleon, ushered into the world; but whether at Dungsn '
Castle, or in Dublip, is not accurately known. It is beligvadly !
howover, that he first saw the light in the town residence of
his parents, Morningtan House, a mansion of somo pretensions
in Upper Merrion Street, Dublin, which was occasionally de-
scribed as situate in Morrion Square.

(onsiderable doubt also appears to envelope the precisc date
of his nativity, for although the 1st of May has roceived that
kind of confiimation which the adoption of the Duke’s name
and sponsorship for n roys infant born on the day in question
would confer upon it, yet, in the registsy of 8t. Peter's.Church,
Dublin, 1t is undoubtedly recorded that  Azthur, son of the
Right Hon. Earl and Countess of Mornington,” was there chris-
tencd by ¢ Isanc Maun, archdeacon, on the 30th of April, 1769,”
Tlus entry, therefore, to some extent proves the birth to have
taken place at Dublin; for it is hardly probable that the infant
would have been baptized in Dublin, if born at Dungan Castle,
as his becn averied.  Many years afterwards, whon her <on
had beeome illustrions, and the minutest faets concorning
him were mattors of interest, the Countess of Mornington, in
answer to one of his admirars, expliatly stated his buth to
have taken place on tho 1st of May; the Dake himsclf, how-
evcr, always kept 1t on the 18th of Junc.*

* A simular but a more impoiiant doubt has beon 1a150d with regard to the
birthday of Napolcon  Although it b < been univereally stated that the French
Emperor and hia conquesur wero born in the same yoar, 1769, there 18 eonsior-
able uncortawty abont the fact. Napoleon’s marriige contract states thatbe was
boin on the 5th of February, 1768, aud nut the 13th of Augnst, 1769, 1t s suid
that as Corsica was not anncxed to France until Tune, 1709, he chose in aftcs lite &
dnte suh«cquent to his 11a) brthd v, morder to make himself & ganwine-horm
Frenchman. What ver mofu es Napoleon might bave bd for nusstatwn = {he date
of bis buth in hiv martiuge contjact, 1t 18 ue bt in a work, called “o /i wes
des Officiare e P Armé,," published by the Natwonal Assembly in 1790 and 1791,
when azsurelly Bonaparte onld have had no mative for falafying s buthday,
ho is entered ns a waptmw of auliery, © Napoleond Duonapmr il né o 156
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The birth of the great ¢ Captain of the age” took place in &
year somewhat fruitful of cvents. The long-threatened wat
between the Turks and Russians had just then broken omt,
and (its earliest results had eufficiently indicsled that the
¥ horthern hordes were cventnally destined to be vietorions over
their enervated and fanatic foes. Corsica had at length sue-
cumbed fo France, and the patriot, Paoli, had been compclled
to seek safety in precipitate flight. Hyder Ali was ravaging

_the Carnatic, little dreaming that an infant then rocking in its
cradle on a little green island in the western sea, was destined

< in affer yomrs to give the last blow to the destruction of that
power which his daring genius had so andaciously grasped,
snd which his entire after life was dedicated to strengthen.
Across the Atlantic that stormn which wus fated to work the
distuption of the colonies from the mmother country was just
then gathering, and cnergetic petitions, to which British
statesmen of that day turned a deaf ear, were reaching the
English legislature, praying for the repeal of the objectionable
revenue acts. Franklin, who was gojourning in England as the
representative of the culonies, was amusing his leisure hours
by commemorating the arts of peace, in an ode written by
him on the foundation of the new Royal Academy—uan insti-
tution which gave its first promise of future excellence in the
shape of an opening address from the lips of its distinguished
President.

Lord Mornington, who is probably best known by his grace-
ful musiesl compositions, died in the prime of his life, on the
22nd of May, 1781, leaving his properly in a very encambered
condition. The youug earl, however—who in after life achicved
a sort of fame for himsell’ both as a statesman and a scholar,

Adnt, 1769.”  This work was published previous to Nupoleon’s marringe with
Josephine.

‘When wome one remarked to Louls XVIIL on the singniarity of the elretumne
stance of Wellington and Napoleon being born in the smme year, he wittily replied
$hat with the bane the Almighty had sent the autidote.
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and will long be remembered as the talented brother of the
great Doke of Wellington—in the most honourable mauner,
voluntarily assumed the payment of his deceased father’s debts.
The first part of his education, as well as that of his illustrions
brother, was at Eton—whence he proceeded to Oxford, Arthar
being removed to the Military College of Augicrs, in the depart-
ment of the Maine aud Loirc. Contraty to that of the Marguis
of Wellesley, the school career of the Duke of Wellington,
though he was by no means dull, was far from brilliant. This,
though opposcd to the valgar notion that genius ever manifests
itself precociously, is in accordance with the almost invariable
rule. The indications of future greatness that the bhiographers
of his rival Napoleon pretend to discover in the boyish exploits
of their hero, is sheer absurdily. Therc is perhaps ne school
in Europe in which there is not a leader of mischief every way -
as remarkable as young Bonaparte; and the suow fortifica-
tions of the play-ground at Brienne are casily accounted for by
the nature of the routine pursued in a military academy.

“For the defiiency of any early promise in the future heio
we are not confined to negative evidence alone. His relative
inferiority was the subject of some concern to his vigilant
mother, and had its influence, probably, in the selection of the
military profession for onc who displayed so little of the famity
aptitude for clegant scholarship. At Angiers, though the young
student left no signal reputation behind him, it is clear that his
time must have been profitably employed. Pignerol, the direc-
tor of the scminary, was an engineer of high repute, and the
opportunitics of acquiring, not only professional knowledge,
but a sexviceable mastery of the French tonguc, were not likely
to have becn lost on such & mind as that of his pupil. Alto-
gether, six years were consumed in this course of education,
which, though partial enough in itsclf, was so far in advance
of the age that we may conceive the young cadet to have car-
ried with him to his corps a more than average store of pro-
fessional acquirements.
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“ The subject of these memoirs was first known as a soldier
under the name of Arthur Wesley, and the young officer will
be found so designated in contemporary descriptions of his
" early ‘services. The double notoriety attaching itself to the
name of Wesley will be suggestive, we doubt not, of some edi-
fying thoughts; and to the ready pen which chronicled both
reputations, in the respective history of Methodism and the
Peninsular War, we owe an anecdote curious cnough to be
transcribed into our more concise biography. When Charles,
the brother of John Wesley, was at Westminster School, his
father recoived a communication from an Irish gentleman,
offering to adopt the boy as heir; but the overture, strange as
it may seem, was declined. It was for this Charles Wesley
that Richard Colley was substituted by the owner of Dungan;
and thus, but for a capricions and improbable transfer of for-
tune, “ we might,” says Southey in his speculative reflections,
“have had no Methodists; the British empire in India might
still have been menaced from Seringapatam, and the undisputed
tyrant of Europe might still have insulted and threatened us
. on our own shores.”* |

It was on the 7th of March, 1787, when in his 18th year,
that Arthur Wesley was gagetted to an emsigney in the
73rd Regiment. On the second or third day after Le joined
his regiment, be caused a private soldier to be weighed,
first in full marehing order, arms, accoutrements, ammuuition,
&c., and afterwards without them. *I wished,” he said, when
telling the anecdote in after life to & fricnd, “to have some
measure of the power of the individual man compared with the
weight be was to carry and the work he was expected to do.
I was not 8o young as not to know, that since I had undertaken
a profession, I had better endeavour to undcrstand it.” And
he went on to observe : ¢ It must always be kept in mind, that
the power of the greatest armies depends upon what the indi-
vidual soldier is capable of doing and heating.”

® Times, Ecptetnber 15,
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On the Christmas 1ay of the same year our hero was pro-
moted to & licutennuey in the 76th. In the succeeding month he
exchanged into the 41st, and on the 25th of June was appointed
to the 12th Light Dragoons, On the J0th of June, 1791, he
was promoted to & company in the 58th Foot ; and on the 31st
of October, 1792, he obtained o troop in the 18th Light Dra-
goons. It may be mentioned as a singular contrast to the sub-
sequent developments of his character, that about this period
Captain Wellesley got seriously into debt : occasioned, in fact,
by the heavy expenditure entailed upon all nttached to the Vice
vegal Court, in conscquence of the endeavours made to keep
pace with the princcly display in which the Lord Licutenauts
of those days indulged. So pressing, in fact, were his obliga-
tions, that it is reported he was induced to accept temporary
relief from & Dublin bootmalker in whose house he resided. At
the general election in the summer of 1790 he was returned to
the Irish Parliament for the borough of I'rim, the patronage of
which belonged to the house of Mornington. He occasionally
addressed the house, and his speaking wes already characterized
by that tevseness, lucidity, and force, which stamp all his written
and verbal communications, and which bave created a style
searcely less proverbial than the * Laconic eloquence” of
old.

On the 30th of April, 1793, Captain Wellesley was gazetted
major of the 33rd Foot, on the resignation of Major Gore; and
on the 30th of the following September he succeeded to the
licutenant-coloneley of the regiment, vice Lientenant-Colonel
Yorke, who quitted the sexvice.

At this period the excesses of the French Republic had
begun to excite the indigitation of Europe, and the increase of
the revolutionary army to 450,000 men to arouse its fears. An
capedition was plnnned in England to assist the remnant of tho
Royalists, the command of which was placed in the hands of
the Earl of Moira. Amongst other regiments, the 33rd received
orders to be in readiness for tho coasi of France. The failure,
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however, of the Duke of York in the Netherlands couscd a
change in the destination of the troops, which were alrendy in
the transports; and it was in aid of the discomfited force of
this general (by right only of royal birth), that Colonel Wellus-.
ley went out with the 33rd Regiment to flesh his maiden sword
against the French republican levies on the plains of Bel-
gium—the scene of his carlicst, as it was of his latest services.
The first militery operation in which he was engaged was
by no means encouraging. ‘The troops under Wellesley's conx-
mand were hardly landed when they received orders to embark
again, for on Lord Moire’s arrival at Ostend with the main
army, he decided on the immediate evacuation of the pluce.
Before he had time to withdraw the garrison the Republicaus,
under Pichegru, had pushed their advanced guard to the city
gates, which they entered as the lnst of the English troops
filed from the sally-pott. Lord Moira marched in the diree-
tion of Ghent, closely pressed, however, by the encmy; while
Colonol Wellesley took his regiment round by the Scheldt
to Antwerp, where he landed, and procecded to the head-
quarters of the Dule at Meehlin, which he reached in time to
enable him to hold his ground against the enemy, who flexcely
attacked him there. 'This success was enly temporary; and
the Duke of York was forced, by vastly superior numbers, to
retreat upon Antwerp. Here Lord Moira resigned his com-
mand, and returned to England, the regiments which formed
his corps being drafted into the different brigades of the army
of the Netherlands, The retreat continued first on Breds, and
then on Bois-le-duc. On the 15th of September, the Repub-
licans having unexpectedly crossed the merass at Peil, threw
themselves on the British right, and cuf off 1,600 of the con-
tingent of Hesse Dsrmstadt, at the same time carrying Boxtell,
an advanced post of the allics, commanding the Dommell.
To recover this village, a detachment under the commend of
Licutenant-General Abercrombie attacked the French on the
following morning. Upon clearing the village of Schyndel, &
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portion of the English force was drawn into an ambush, on
i discovering which a retreat was commenced. This was at first
! effected in an orderly manner; bat, owing to the difficultics of
, the ground, the light cavalry hecame ¢ mobbed” with a house-
- hold battalion. The French Hussars advanced to charge, nnd
! for a moment the situation of the broken troops was alarming.
i Licutenant-Colonel Wellesley, who eame to their relicf,
+ immediately deployed his regiment, which had. been sent to
support the Dragoons, into line; and, opening his centre files,
"to permit the discomfited cavalry to retire, closed up again, and
: hold the foe in check. As the French were forming to charge,
o murderous volley, followed by a rapid and well-directed
fusilade, threw them into confusion, and soon repulsed them.
Th# British still retrented before the Republiean army; aud
on the 2nd of December the Duke of York was recalled, and
was succeeded by Count Walmoden. Still evil fortune followed
them s for after a successful attack at Tuyl, the town was re-
laken on the 23rd. On the 4th of January, 1795, a sharp
encounter took place at Meteren. Licutenant-Colonel Wellesley
with part of the 83rd, was forced back upon the British lines
by an impetuous attack of the French; but the remainder of
his regiment coming ap, he repulsed the enemy in his turn,
-and retook the guns they hed captuved. Night ended the
; contest, the French then abandoning an attack in which they
had sustained a bloody repulse from a force much inferior to
_their own, both in numbers ‘and guns. Opn the 16th, the British
! recommeneed their journey, and on the 27th they reached De-
; venter, after having endured the most tremendous sufferings,
t Here they hoped to rest; but the information that the French,
“with 50,000 men, were advancing by forced marches, drove
them again to retreat—first destroying such stores and awmu-
nition as could not be removed. At length they passed the
frontier, and experienced, in the kind reccption they met from
the Bremeners, some sort of recompense for the ahominable
treatment of their Dutch allics. Soon afterwards they em-
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barked for I]ngland and thus closed the first campmgn of the
future conqueror of Waterloo.

His intrepidity and steadiness—invaluable qnahtxcs ina
retreatmg officer — werc manifest; and the expcnoucc he here
acquired of the folly of divided councils in the face of
an enemy, is clearly discernible in many passages of his
future career. “ He saw,” observes the writer in the Times,
“a powerful force frittered away by divisions, and utterly
routed by an enemy which, but a few montlhs before, bad been
scarcd at the very news of its approach. Ho saw the indis-
pensability of preserving discipline in a friendly country, and
of conciliating the dispositions of a local population, always
powesful for good or cvil. Though a master-hand was wanting
at head-quarters, yet Abercrombie was present, and the young
Picton was making his first essay by the side of his fauture
comrade. Austrian, Prussian, Hanoverian, Irench, Duteh,
and British were in the field together; and the carc exempli-
fied in appointing and provisioning tho respcctive battalions
might bo serviceably contrasted. Every check, every repulse,
every privation, and cvery loss brought, we may be sure, its
enduring moral to Arthur Wellesley; and aithough Englishwen
may not reflect without emotion on the destinies which wcre
thus perilled on the swamps of Ilolland, the future general
had, perhayps, little reason to repine at the rugged tuition of
his first campaign.”
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I~ the autumn of 1793, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellesley embarked
with his regiment for an expedition to the West Indicr, hut co
severc was the weather, that after remaining five wecks on
board, the troops were obliged to Le landed again at Ports-
moutl. In the mcantime the order was countermanded, and
in April of the following year, Wellesley left England to
gather his carly laurels in the sandy plains of Hindostan.

But before we proceed to recount the details of that spirited
carcer in the East which Arthur Wellesley was now destined
to run, we may indulge in a brief summary of the position of
afluirs at the period of the arrival of the young licutenant-
colonel on the shores of our Indian cmpire, Tho native princes,
both Hindvo and Mahommedan, were ready to revolt, and the
influence of France, who was deeply disappointed at having Lier-
self missed the Indian prize, was stcadily direeted to inercase
the prevailing disaffection.  The sultaun of Mysore was perhaps
to be regarded as the most formidable foe. From his very child-
hood he Lad been brought up to detest the English name, and
the penalty he had been made to pay in the shape of o contri-
bution of one half of his possessions, when the English {roops
invaded Mysore a few years previously, had more than confirmed
him in the batred he alrearly cherished against his conquerors,
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‘With this hatred was combined the usual treacherous quali-
ties which distinguish the Oriental race. His personal intrepi-
dity, however, was undoubted, and his military talents consider-
able. “ With excellent judgment, and untrammelled by eastern
presumption, he saw the defects of native discipline, and laboured
to remove them. He had striven, and with success, throngh
the agency of Europeans, to introduce into his camp the im-
proved systems of modern warfare, and the army of Mysorc
had within a few years undergone a mighty change. His
infantry were well drilled, his artillery tolerably efficient, and
though his numerous horse were quite unequal to mect gnd
repel the combined charge of British cavalry, as irregulars
they"were excellent,—alike dangerons to an enemy from their
rapid movement—the audacity with which their sudden assault
wes made—and the celerily, when repulsed, with which their
retreat was effected.”

‘With reference to the important tribe of the Mahrattas,
with whose barbaric ehieftains Wellesley was destincd to mea-
sure swords at some fature period during his brillant campaign
in the Deccan, we will rescrve the allusion we shall necessarily
have to make to them till 2 more advanced period of our
history.

“ The position of the Indian Government relatively to
the home administration,” remarks the writer in the Zimes,
“ was not, when Licutenant-Colonel Wellesley arrived in
thoso parts, materially different from that which exists
at present. The great step of identifying these prodigious
.acquisitions with the dominions of the British crown had
virtually been taken alrcady; aud Lord Cornwallis, in the
Jast war, had wieclded, {o Tippoo’s cost, the resources of an
empire instcad of the arms of & company. A few years earlier,
India had scarcely been reputed among the fields open to the
soldiers of theBritish army, and regiments were rcluctantly-
despatehed to quarters not looked upon at first with any favour-
able eye  But the scene had been changed by late achicve-
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« ments; and though a command in Indie was not what it has
since become, it was an object of reasonable ambition. Napoleon
pretended, even after the victories of Seringapatum and Assaye,
to slight the services of a ‘Sepoy gemeral, but Wellesley
established for the school, in the eyes of all Europe, a reputa
tion which it has nover since lost. -

“ Small as were the anticipations of snch active service which
the young lieutenant-colonel could have entertained at his first
landing in India, 8 fow months saw him in the ficld with his
corps against a resolute and formidable enemy. By a notable
instancce of fortune, the elder brother of Arthor Wellesley was
nomingted to the Governor-Generalship of India within o few
months after the subject of these memoirs had arvived at Cal-
cutln, and the talents of a most accomplished statesman were
thus at hand to develope and rewavd the genius of the rising
soldier.  Lord Mornington, like many of his successors, went
out in the confident expectation of maintaining pedce, byt found
himsclf cngaged in hostilities against his nost ardent desire.
At that fime the three presideneies of India shared pretty
cvenly between them the perils and prospeets of active servico
ia the field. Dengal, since the definite submission of Oude,
had been comparatively quiet; but it was the imperiul presi-
dency, and its troops were held readily disposable for the
exigencics of the others. Bambay vibrated with cvery convul-
sion of the Mahvat{a Statcs, by which it was surrounded; and
Madras, in earlier times the leading government, had recovered
much of its importance from the virtual absorption of the Car-
natie, the formidable resources and uncertain disposition of the
Nizam, and, above all, the menacing attitude of Tippoo Sultaun,
the adventurer of Mysare.” It was against this barbaric chief-
tain that the spurs of Arthur Wellesley wére won.”

On the 22nd of February, 1799, war was proclaimed against
tho notorious Tippoo, whose gross duplicity and shameless
Lreach of treaties left an appeal to the sword the only method
of arbitration open between that potentate and the English
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Government. The British m"my, which was unusually cffective,
was placed under the unrestricted command of General Harris,
who was assisted by a political or diplomatic commission,
consisting of Licutenant-Colonels Wellesley, Barry Close, and
Agnew, and Captain Malcolm, with Captain Macaulay as sccre-
tary. A march upon Scringapatam, Tippoo's capital, was deter-
wincd on; and on the 6th of March, a conflict between the
Bombay force and the redoubted sul{aun took place at Sedaseer.
The British, under General Stuart, were 6,000 strong, their
focs consisting of 12,000 horse. Their casualtios were tritling;
but the enemy, who, in spite of the advantages of hiz pusition,
was repulsed after a fierce and oft-renewed attack, suffered con-
siderably. He immedintely retived to Peripatam; and on the
27th he again fcll on the British at Malluvdly, lis otject belug
to prevent Stuart’s junctions with Iarms.  The rosult v
similar to that of the last battle. Licutenant-Colonel Weil <
ley's regiment (tl.c 33rd) mode a britiiant charge, which dedidaed
the day, and utterly demolishied Tippods™s best brigade. though
thrice as numerous. Tippoo was routed with the loss of 2,050
men.  After this, 1o further resistance wuas effeved to tw naveh
of the British, who soon reached the capifal, and vigorcanly
commenced siege operations.  Scringapatam, which stood on
an island at the junction of the 1rvers Canvery and Coleroor,
was o city of great magnifizonee, and was considered by the
sultaun to be impregnable.  {ts works were cerfainly of im-
mense cxtent, but being ¥ designed, were massive rather
than stroug.

On the morning of the 28th, Gencral Harrie, with the
troops under his command, forded the River Couvery at Sosilla,
sbout fifteen miles from Seringapatam, with complete success.

_The battery train, with the last divisions, crossed on the 30th
.of March, to tho great surprise of the enemy, who were on
the look out for them in a totally different direction. While
the British troops were hastening towards the capital the
sultaun summoned his principal officers together and commy-
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niecated to them his alarm. “We have arrived,” said he, % at
our last stagc; on what steps have you determined? *We
have determined to die slong with yon,” wes the brave and
unanimous reply. The decision was instantly come to meet
the British General, and to again attack himn on his route.
Only a few skirmishes, however, took place, occasionally inter-
rupted by negociations which led to no satisfactory result, till
at length, on the morning of the 30th of April, the English
troops having in the meanwhile taken up their ground before
the fortress, the breaching battery opened its fire.

While the siege was in progress, Licutenant-Colonel Welles-
Iey had a narrow cscape of falling into the encmy’s hands,
for while engaged in an unsuccessful night attack on a tope,
or grove of trces, he was struck on the knee by a spent ball,
and got scparated from his men, and, according to the private
diary of Gencral Harris, was compelled to come, “in a good
doal of agitation, to say he had not carried the tépe.” When
the troops had tho advantage of daylight, the attack was
renewed with complete and immediste success, proving that
the obscarity of the night had been the only previous obstacle.
“The affair,” we are told, “has been frequently quoted as
Wellington’s only failure, and the particulars of the occur-
rence were turned to some account in the jealousies and scan-
dals from which no camp is wholly free.” A few days after-
wurds, he commanded an attack upon some of the enemy’s
entrenchments, and succeeded in dislodging their defenders,
after a short, but brilliant encoanter.

Terras had been offered to Tippoo, by which he was to
cede half his territories, to pay two millions sterling, to re-
nounce the French alliance, and to give up four of his sons
and as many of his gencrals as hostages. These stipulations,
however, were refused. The Timnes mentions “ that Sir John
Maleolm uscd in after days to relate an anecdote, which shows
better than any caleulation how many chaneces still remaiped
in lippoo’s favour. On the day appoinied for the storm, h
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entered the general’s tent, and saluted him by anticipation with
.the title which proved efterwards the reward of Lis scrvioos.
* Maleolm,’ was the serious roply of the old chief, ¢ this is no
time for compliments. We have serious work on hetid. Don’t
you see that the European sontry over my tent is so weak
from waut of food and exhaustion that a Sepoy could push
him down ? We must take this fort, or perish in the attempt.
Y have ordered Baird to perscvere in kis attack to the last
extremity ; if he is beat off, Wellesley is ¢o proceed with the
troops from the trenches; if he wlso shomid not succeed, I
shell put myself at tho hoad of tho remainder of the army,
for success is necessary to our existence.’”

1t was on the 3rd of May, the breach being practicable, that
the city was stormed. The British foroes employed numbered
4,476 men, under the command of Major-General Buird. The
right colamn was cantrnsted to Coloncl Sherbrooke, and the lefl,
in which was the 38rd, to Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Wellesley having received orders to head the
reserve in the advanced trenches, and to await the sncoees of
the storm, the men fixed npon to engage in tho assault took
up their position in the trenches, exposeds to the mid-day heat
of an eastern sun. In less than seven minutes from the period
of issuing from the trenches, the British colours were planted
on the summit of the breach. But great was the surprise of
the assailents to discover that o deep and apparently impass.
able ditch lay between them and the imterior fortifications; a
narrow passage was, however, discovered, along which 2 por-
tion pf the troops passed, exposed to« flanking five of musketry
froth the inper rempart. Traverse after traverse was mow
gained, and in a few moments the aseailants bad carried the
enstern gateway. At this point Tippoo, who had all along
fought with great determination, finding himself abandoned by
his men, and the troops crowding in upon him, endeavoured (o
gain & place of socurity, but perished in the attempt.

The story of the death of the sultaun of Mysove hes becn
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often told, In the melée he got separated from his atteridante,
and songht to escape into the interior fortress. On his way
there hé received several severe wtunds, his horse sunk imder
him, aad his friends were falling all around. Recognized by
his attendants, he was placed in a palanquin; but tho bodics
of the dead and dying so choked up the gateway, that escapc
was impossible. A fow moments afterwards, an English soldier
who had sc:nmbled through the gatewny, made a grasp at his
glittaring eword-belt, when Tippoo, 1aising his sabre, cut at
him wi'h all his remaining strength, wounding him in the
knee. Exaspcrated at this attack, the soldier put his firelock
to his shoulder, and shot the dying sultaun through the head,
His body was instantly stripped of its ornaments, and left
amongst & heap of slain servants of the feroeious and once-
dreadcd tyraut of Mysore.

While this tragedy was being enacted unknown to the
officers of {he British troops, Major Allen wd hastening to
the palace, with tho view of saving the lives of the su'taun
and his family, whom he expected to find there concealed.
After gieat difficulty be obtained admission, and was con-
ductcd to the prosence of two of Tippoo’s sons, whom he per-
suaded to accompany him to Geueral Baird,  Scarch was then
made for the sultaun, and late at night, by the light of torches,
the bleeding body of the great castern potentate was discovered
by General Baird and Colonel Wellesley lying buried under o
heap of slain.

Such of the sons and officers of Tippoo as were not taken in
the fort, surrendered within a few days after the fate of the
copital and its sovereigu was known.

The spoil captured was very considerable, amounting to
45,680,350 star pagodas (18,232,140 sterling), cxclusive of
military stores ; 929 picces of ordnance, and an immense quan-
tity of ammunition, were also taken. General Hamtis, as the
jcommander, received one-cighth of the whole, and 100,600/,

thwas offered by the army to the marquis, but was bonourably
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declined by him 2a entroaching on the general prize-money.
"The: company, i recompense, howevaér, voted hir 8,000Z an-
My‘%t\w enty years. Tippoo's army, at the commencement
" of “the war; copaisted of neu;rly 100,000 men, backed by 2,000
‘camnons, and o treasury containing eighty mimons sterling.
The number actunlly employed in defending the city was 22,000,
or five times that of the assailants. The British loss from the
.~ investment to the captare of the city (+.e. from the 4th of April
to the 4th of May), was 322 killed, 1,042 wounded, and 122
missing. After the storm, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellesley greatly
oxerted himself to restrain plander,'and to restore order. In
this he was 50 suctessful, that in threc ‘days afterwards the
bozaars were crowded with merchants as at an eastern, fair,
The result of this victory was most decisive. It placed-the
whole kingdom of the Mysore at the disposal of England, and
utterly crushed the enly power which the Fronch could look to
for assisfance. '

- Licu{enant-Colonel Wellesley was. immediately appointed
Commandant of Seringapatam, and on the 11th of Scptember
of the whole Mysore, the Ristna Rajah Oodiaver having been
placed on the throne which Hyder Ali had usurped.

For a time our hero’s government wgsmost satisfactory,buta
new enenty soon started up to raise again Tippoo’s overthrown
standard, and who, “but/ for the opportune antagonism of
Wellesley, might have repeated on & larger scale the pretensions
and agressfons of the Mysoyean asurper.” This was a daring
adventurer of the name of Dhoondinh, of Mahratta parentage,
who was born in the kingdom of Mysore, and scrved in the
armics both of Hyder and Tippoo. He deserted during theavar
with Lord Cornwallis, ind headed a predatory band in the
region of the Toombudra. Tippoo induced him by fair profes-
gions to trust himself in his hands, and then shot him up in a
prifon, where he had lain for scveral years, and whence he
contrived to oscape during the capture of Seringapatam. Iie
soon collected around him a band of desperate adventurers, and
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after being dislodged by General Harris from his position in
the north, he migrated sonthwards, and made such ropid
strides towards the establishment of o sort of rude empire, that
the Indian Government despatched Colonel Wellesley against
bim at the head of a-force to procure his effectnal subjugation.
His activity and judgment enabled him, however, to hold out
for several months, but at length he succumbed to the superior
forces brought ageinst him, and fell before a dashing charge
of cavalry, which was headed by Colonel Wellesley in person.

His corpse being recognised, it was forthwith “lashed to
a galloper gun and carried back to the British camp,” and a.
little Loy, about ten years old, who was found among the
baggage, and identificd as the favourite son of the dead chick

tain, was taken charge of by Colonel Wellesley himself, who
carried him to his awn tent, and proved a friend and protector
to him in after life, . . .

Just before Colonel Wellesley started in ch%@&gﬁiah
he had received an offer from his brother of thé<militdry eom
mand of an expedition destined for an attack against the Dutch
settlements at Batavia, Although this was a service he much
desired, and was one which, if attended with success, would
have proved both profitable and honourable to him, he sacrificed
all personal inelinations, and professed his readinegs to adopt
any course that would best contribute to the public service.
Lord Clive, to whom the matter was referred, was urgent in his
cutreaties that Colonel Wellealey shonld cantinue in his com-
mand at Mysore; and the instructions he rcceived at this time
to enter the Muhiatta country at once decided hiti¥ to decline
the proffered command. ‘

Later in the year, when Napoleon, finding himself master
of the European continent, turned his attention again to the
Iast, with the view of restoring to the French army in Lgypt
the resources they had lost by the defeat of his flect in the
Nile, a plan was promulgatéd of making India not merely
recure against his aggressions, in the event of his cou-
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centrating his forces .on that guarter, but of rendering it
capable of acting against him in an offensive way, by
despatehing an Anglo-Indian army to Mocho, and thence
aoross the Great Descrt, to attack the French in the rear,
while the army under Sir Ralph Aberorombic attacked
them in front. About the time this schemo was in process
of exocution, s force of 5,000 men was callected at Trin-
comulee, with the view of a dcscent on the Mauritivs, and
Colonel Wellesley was nominated to the command. After
waiting here ahove a month, without cbtaining any tidings of
the admiral with whom Le had to act in conjunction, and con-
edving the intended expedition had been abandoned, he 1c-
moved hus tioops to Bombay. This step was taken on his own
sesponsibility, but not without a certain degree of apprehension
lest a measure of this decisive character should be disposed of
by the Governor-General——a state of fecling justified by the
esult; for on anriving ot Bomlay, be had the mortification to
find himself superscded iu)Y his command, Colonel Welleslcy's
eaplunation, however, proved so far sati:factory, that he was
offered the position of second in command of an expedition
desti..ed for the shores of the Red Sen, the (Lief command of
which had been ontiusted to Gencral Baivd, The acceptance
of this command was pressed wpon him by his Lrother the
Marquis, on the scato of public duty; and Colore] Wellciley
appears to have cheerfully nocopted it, althangh he had evi-
dently no great liking for his supeior offiers. Some {ime
elapeing, and General Bahd not having amisivod, Wellesloy,
who had regeived information that Sir Ralph Abercrombic had
already commenced his operations, propared to act for a second
time on Lis own responsibility, and to siart oft immediately to
the Red Sea, there to set to work with the troops that had
olicady avrived of theh destination. This course he piocceded
to justify in & noto to his brother, on the ground that the man
“who does not sacrifice his pivate viows and convenience, is
deficient in proper pyblic epitit ;” but Fefore he conld net ac-
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cording to his intention, he was scized with a fever, which laid
him oun his back, and obliged him to give over all idea of joining
the expeditions A favourable trait in his character was here
made apparent. Ho hod evidently regarded General Baird
with feelings of considerable dislike; but, to quote his own
words, ¢ the kind, candid, and handsome manner” in which the
old general had behaved towards him—treatutent which, he
freely confessos, he had not expected—had quite disarmed every
vestige of animosity; and in a letter to the general, enclosing Ins
plan of operations, he acknowledges his kindness, nnd informs
bim that he proposes to make known to thelr mutual friends,
not only the distingnished mannor in which General Baird had
hehaved towards him, but the causes which provented him
from demonstrating his gratitude, by giving to the gemcral
cvery assistance in the arduous service which he had to conduct,

The extensive territory of the Mahyattas, of which we have
before spoken, was divided into five states, inhabited by a popu-
lation of forty millions, all nominally subject te the descendant
of the Rajah of Battara, This unhappy personage, however, was
kept in durance, and his power was usurped by the peshwah, or
heredhtary chief magistrate, Of the other rajahs, Holkar, Scin-
diah, and the Rajah of Berar, were the most prominent, as well
for their powey as their military propensitics. Being continually
at varignee, all of them had greatly strengthencd their armies,
both as to number and discipline. In fact, more than three,
fomths of their officers were European (principally French) ov
American. Scindiah’s army consisted of eleven battalions of
infantry, 500 matchlook-men, 18,500 cavalry, and 2056 pieces
of cannon, commanded by M, Peron; nor were the other armies
less formidable. The Mysore, on its conguest, had been divided
between the British and his Highness the Nizam— Scindiah,
who had becn eolicited to join the allies in their war againet
Tippoo, having not only declined the proposal, but actually
taken au immense present from the sultuan, The peshwah had
also rvelused an offor of alliance; but his mmy and that of
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Scindish having been routed by Holkar, with whom they were
ab the time at war, he precipitately abandoned his capital,
Poonah, and sought the protection of the Governor-Gencral.,
His request was acceded 1o, and another attompt was made to
include Scindiah in the treaty; but he entered into an offensive
and defeusive alliance wifh the Rejah of Berar, who posscssed
a force of 20,000 cavalyy, 6,000 infantry, 80 picces of ar-
tillery, 500 camel-guns, and 500 rocket-men. Ilolkar, in the
meantime, raised his father to the Musnud of Poonah, while
he himself, rotaining the command of the army, virtually held
the reins of power.

Affairs were iu this state when Wellesley, who had been
recently promoted to the rank of Major-Geneval, was ap-
poinfed to a command under Genernl Stumt, in the army of
Madias, which numbercd 19,000 men, and which had been
ordered to the north-west frontier, to check any incursion
of the Mahiattas upon the British or the Nizam’s temitary
—the latter, lying next to the hostile country, being pecu-
liarly linble to invasion. At this junctare General Wellesley
diew up an exceedingly valuable memoir as to the mode in
which the campaign was to be conducted; and the system of
tactics which he advised should be acted upon proved com-
pletely successful when the time arsived for cerrying them out.
Operations were commenced on his part by moving the division
under his command towards Poonah, which city was reached
in the course of six wecks. After a day or two's stay here, he
marched towards the Ghauts, At this juncture, information
was received that Holkar was about to jein the hostile rajahs—
a cireumstance which precipitated the movements of the British,
The chief command of the army of Hindostan_was held by
General Lake, to whorm, in conjunction with Gencral Wellesley,
the highest discretionary powers were enirusted. Negociatious
were at once opened with the Mahratta chiefs; but though
earried on on their part with a semblance of sincerity, it seems
that their ohject Was mercly (o gain time for the maturing of
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their plans, according to the cstn’b}ished rule of castern dxplo-
macy. Wellesley, however, scon penetrated their designs, and
determined to render them unavailing.

During the month of Angust, 1803, when the English people
were just beginhing to fecl the first symptoms of feverish alurm
at the threatened descent of Napoleon on their shores—~—an alarm
afterwards justified by the assemblage of an immense invading
army, which lay for several months together encamped orl
¥ihe Loights of Boulogne, almost within-sight of * the island
of his hate”—during the month of Angnst, when too much ex-
citement existed with regard to home affairs for tho English
people to take much.interest at whatiwas transpiring in the
centre of an almost unknown empire, thousands of miles away,
Wellesley marched with rapidity upon the Pettali and Fort
of Ahmednuggur, reported to be the strongest in the Indian
penineula, and found himself at last face to face with the for,
Short work was made of the attack. A Mahratta chicf wrote
to his friend as follows: ¢ These English are a strange people,
and their general a wonderful man, They came in here this
morning, looked at the Pettah wall, walked over it, killed all
the gawrisun, and returned to breakfast. 'Who can withstand
them #”  The fort was carried by cscalade, three bundred men
having succreded in mounting a bastion, when a cannon hall
broke the last ladder, and thus cut off all communuication with
their comrades. They were, however, a gallnnf band, and
drove all before them, till they reached one of the gates, which
they opened, and having let in the rest of the slorming party,
the capture of the place was immediately effected. The loss
amounted to 140 men

On the 20th; the English army took peaceful powcsutm
of Aurungebad, a city of great extent, and onee of ‘truly
eastern magnificence.  On the 2Ist of Scptember, Colonel
Slovenson, ‘who in the meantime had stormed the fort
of Jaulna, had an interview with Geneal Woellesley, and a
joint attack upon the enemy, who was encamped-at Bohcrdun,

[o]
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two marches’ distanco, was decided upon. Tho engagement
which followed was the famons field of Assaye, Owing to diffi-
cultics of the route, the two generals divided their forces, and
procceded by different ways. The 1ceult was, that on the 231d
General Wellesley, who had beer deccived by some inaccurate
information, snddenly found himeelf in the presence of tho
Mahratta army, diawn up in battle atray: 30,000 horse formed
the 1ight flank, and 20,000 infantry, supported by 100 guns,
the centre and left. Against this immense force General
‘Wellcsley counld only opposo 8,000 men (of whom 1,600 were
ocavalry), and sevenicen pieces of cannon. Not mote than 1,500
were Englishmen. Notwithstanding this cnoimous dispmiity,
an encounter was the Dritish general’s only safe policy. Any
indecision would have been fatal, and Wellesley —in spite of
the Fabian policy with which his encmice dclight to charge
him—was not the man to be appalled by diffioulties, ar be de-
teried by odds fiom strihing a decisive blow. He immediately
foumed on the heights with the most intrepid coolness, although
it was truly a scone to mahe
“The boldest hold ! 14 breath
For a timo.”

At the last moment, iustructd acie, the English general changed
his fiont, having determined upon attacking the enomy’s left
instcad of his right. This movement was cleverly and deli-
berately oxccuted under the hoavy cannonade of the Mahratta
guns ; and corresponding evolutions on the part of the enemy
were also cffeted with very much greater suceess than eould
have been expected. ‘Their fiont now became like one vast
Dbattery ; and the English guns, which opened fire in return,
were soon silenced. General Wellesley thefefore ordered an
sssault with the bayonet upon the enemy's cannon, which were
captured in spite of the indomitable resolution and obstinate
bravery which Scindial’s gunners manifested. The officer to
whom the command of the picquels with the T4th was intrusted
by an unfortunate error of jndgment had led his men into the
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very hottest fire, which, by a more circuitous route, he might
have avoided. So severe was it that the line was much dis-
ordered, and could scarcely maintain its groand. Profiting by
this orror, a dense mass of {the Musselmen horse stole’round the
enclosures of Assaye, and precipitated themselves upon the half
annihilated but yet dauntless 74th. At this crisis, Coloncl
Maxwell with the 19th cavalry and a corps of Sepoys, rnshed
upon the assailants, and with greal slaughier utterly routed
them. Disregarding the heavy fire of grape and musketry, he
then turned on the enemy’s left. The 74th and the light troops
te-formed and charged home, driving everything beforo them.
But the battle wae not yet over. Many of the enemy’s guns,
which had been left in the rear by the British line a¢ thoy
advanced, were, by o practice common to the native armics of
India, turned apon our troops by men who had thrown them-
sclves down upon the ground as though they were dead.
General Wellesley thought it necessary to prooded in person
to stop this fire, which for some time was very sovere, when
he had a most narrow escape, his horse being shot under
him while he was galloping at tho head of a regiment of
Linglish caxalry. The Scpoys, maddened with tho excite-
ment of vietory, had pushed their successes too far. A part
of thoe vanquished army had rallied, and were beginning
the conflict afresh; but Colonel Maxwell, who had re-formed
his brigade, immediately dashed amongst them, and destroyed
their last chance of success. The defeat was total and com-
plefo: Scindish’s immense army was broken and flying in
every direction. The British loss was of course considerable.
It was retwrned as follows:—Killed, 428 ; wounded, 1,138;
missing, 18; {otal, 1,584. Amongst the casualties, the most
serious was that of Colonel Maxwell himself, who fell in the
last charge. Thus terminated this brillant cngagement.
“With all odds but those of scienco and spirit againat him.
Wellesley had maintained and confirmed the presfige super-
stitiously atlached to tho arms of Englend; and to this, the
c2
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first pzts.hcd bpttle in whmh he éver commanded, has beon
plavsibly traned the establishment of that asccndancy which
we enjoy in India to this very day.”*

" After’ the battle was -coneluded, Geneml Wellesley wns

pellgcl to _remain in the ne1gh'bourhood, from the difi-
culty of ﬁndmg a place of _spourity for his Waundcd but
Colonel 8tevenson was despatched to Ddrass the mmnant of
Scindioh’s army, and to tuke Asseergur aiid Burhampoor, all
of which scrvices he performed in a most sutigfaetory manuer,
meeting but little opposxtmn at thoe former, and none atall at
the lutter place, Op the 25th of Octobm , Wellesley broke up
his enmp, and marched southward ngamst the Rajah of Berar.
On the 31st, the rajah despatched 6,000 horse to intercept a
convoy of 14,000 bullocks, which were being sent to the troops
on the froutict. They wete defended by three compunics of
the 3rd Madras Native Infantry, end two 3-pounders, wuder
Captain Bagnes. The attack "svas made at Umber; but tho
gallant little band beat off theu‘ assailants, notwiths standing
lhc snperior numbexs of the lnttgr, who retired with great loy
Scindiah, mt,etmg thus mth niothin g but reverses, roon hecame
tired of the war, and, nfter some weeks more had been spent in
wanceuvres without coming again to blows; he sent a vakeel to
make his peace with the hngﬁah Government. Gencral Wel-
lesley agrecd to an armistice with him, but refuscd to suspend
hostilities against the Rujah of Berar.  Sciudiah, however, did
not act in pursuance of the stipulatiow into which he had
cntered, namely, that he’ should remove his troops to the east
of Fllichpoor ; and uccor%iugly, on the 29th of November,
General Wellesley again attacked him at thévxlhge of Argaum,
routing his troops mth immense sltmghft'r, and capturing 38
pieces of cannon, all his nmmumtlon, many ek-plmn(s and
eamels, and much bnqg'x,;e

The whole aumy of the confedernted Mahratia ehicfs was
discovered formed in one long line of infuntry, cavalry, and

! v Times.
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artiller y, extouding doroks the pleins of Argatm, nearly five
miles in Tength. Wo]}nslcy advanced with lds army disposed
in one massive- columm, thc cavalry at the hew& lcudmg in a
direction nearly fnmllcl ‘with the enemy’s line. As it nearcd
their front it formed into two lmes. and the right wing was
“hurled ‘against the ehomy’s Mt " After & brief struggle, the
whole of the enemy’s line gave way, and precipitately retreated.
“cavalry wert yoon in hot pursmt, cutting down the fugi-
twos‘ﬂ‘thur progress. "
"‘g“jﬁs‘l%d with success, the British eommander determined to
1éto the work he had in hand without delay. He marched,
tle ote, with all posslble rapl&1t),towurﬂs the fortress of
Gmwil Ghur, considered one ‘of the strongest in India, and
vafiity thought by the matives to bo impregnable cven to
British arms.. Dragging the heavy ordnance over mountains
and through ravines, thé army, after several day’s severe toil,
at length found themsclves benenth the walls of the fortress
Juttcries were at onee erected, and on the morning of the 17 th
of December, the breach being thought pmcncnblu a storming
party was ordered to the attack., False attecks were made in
other directions, to divert the attention of the enciny frum the
real point of assault, one of whieh proved successful, and the
gate was corried, after a dreadful slpnghter had taken place.
The walls of the inner fortress. were t;t‘oncé escaladed, and the
troops were quickly masters of the place.

"This brought the Mahratta chieftains o reason. The Rajah
of Berar urgently begged for o separate peace, which was con-
cluded in two days afterwards on terms highly advantagcous
to tho East India Compuny. Scindish soon followed in the
steps of his late nlly, and the war was thus brought to a bril-
liant and prosperous ter mination, Some disturbances, however,
broke out in various parts of the Nizam's. territory, in conse-
quence of the excesses of various formidable freebonters. On
the Gth of February, 1804, after o few severe forced marches,
General Wellesley came up with the most powerful and mis-
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chievous of these prodatory bodics, and completely dis-
peised it.

‘This event may be said to have completed his Indian career
and to have ended our first Mahratta war. Tho share which
Wellesley had in its successful termination gave promises of
celebiity which were argply realized hereafter—the workings
of the master mind were readily discerned--and in his first
cxploits thexe is & brightness of conception, a boldness in exe-
cution, that wanants the fallost comparison in martia) daring
between the conqueror of Lodi and the victor of Assaye.*
"theso were appreciated wt tle time by those most mtmmrely
conccrned in & way that bore ready testimony to his distin-
guished merit. The inhabitants of Calcutta presented him
with a valuable sword, and in every acttlement and town the
people testified their feelings and sentiments by public re-
joicings; and when his intended departure for England became
known, addresses of affection and regret veached him from all
quarters, Officers of regiments with which he had been con-
sected, the native inhabitants of the city of Seringapatam,—
the command of which he had held since its sabjugation by
British arms,—and the civilians and officers of the presidencyof
Madras, were among those who came forward to testify their
regard. And to all ho hed o kind word to say, and to some a
few morsels of valusble advice to give. To the Dawan of the
Rajah of Mysore he presented his own portrait, accompanying
it with a letter, penned in an almost affectionate strain, in which
he 1ecommended him fo persevere in the landable path which
e hind hitherto followed, to let the prosperity of the country
be his ohject, to protect the ryots and traders, and to allow no
men, whether vested with suthority or otherwise, to oppress
them with impunity ; and, finglly, to do justico to every man,
as o means of insuring that prosperity and stability to his go-
vernment which he himself most earncatly desired.

* Maxwell,



CHAPTER IIL
1805—1808.

Lands in England— Appointed to the Command of the Troops at Hastings—
Mariics—Dirth of hia two Sons—Charge arminst the Marqms Wellcsley—
Appointed CluefSeeretaty for Ireland--Is employed in the Npoedition to Co-
penhagen—Affur ut Kioge—Tho Dansh Flect biought to England- Thanks
of Parhument to the Oficers engaged.

Ir.gves in the autumn of 1805, that Sir Arthur Wellesley—after
an absenco of nine years, during which his gallant services in
the East had caused his promotion to a major-gencralship, and
had earned the honour of thg knightlicod of the Bath—this
investiture being directed by the king to take place without
waiting for a vacancy—and of the thanks of hisesoverdign aud
the legislature—landed onee more on the shores of England,
with a reputation as an able commander frmly cstabiished.
lic was soon after appointed to the command of the troops at
astings. On the 8th of April, 1806, he was sworn onc of his
Majesty's Privy Couneil ; and two days afterwards, he married
(atherine, third davgbter of the second Earl of Longford, by
whom he had issue two sons—Arthur, Marquis of Douro, born
February 3, 1807, in Marley Street, London ; and Chailes, born
January 16, 1808, ot the Chief Secretary’s Lodge, near Dublin,

About the time ho contracted this mafrimonial alliance, he
was called fo a seene of strifo in which the tongue was the
chicf weapon employed; and it appears that he wiclded it as
succcssfully as he had previously done the sword. The nrena
of warfare was the Howse of Commons, of which Le had
been elecled a member soon after his retorn, by the burgesses
of the berough of Ryc—Lis antagonist a Mr. Paull, the repre-
sentative of Westminster —the couse of guarrel his noble
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brother's Indian administration. Neo Indian Government had
aver been so remnmkable for its militory aclieroiments, or so
permanontly ueefnl to this country as that of the Muiquin of
Wellesley. During his seven yoars' sdministyation, ke hod, snys
Mr. Alison, “added provinges to the Dritish emxpive larger than
the kingdom of France: extended its influcnee over tenitorics
more cxtensive thon Germgny; and successively vanquished
four fierce and warlike nations, who oould bring 300,000 men
into the field. From maintaining with difficulty a preearious
footing at the fool of the Ghauts, aud on the Malabar and Coro-
mandel coasts, tho Dritish Government was seated on the
thione of My “ore; from pesting only on the banks of the Ganges,
it had come to spread its influence to the Indus and the Hia-
laya; it numbered nmong its principal tewns Delbi and Agra,
the once splendid enpitals of Hindostan ; among its stipcndiay
pringes, the Sultuan of Mysore, and the descendant of the Im-
perial ITouse, of Timour.” Mx. Paull, however, vontured {o
attack the Governor who had offected all this; bul the recult
was the utler failure of his acensation, and he had the mortifica-
tion of buing Taughed at. The discugsion on one of his charges,
which veeited vaiious acts of tyranny and fraud alleged lo have
been practisod by, Lord Wellesley upon the Nabab of Oude, was
brought to & premature closg by M. Panll’s losing his seat,
which he never more regained. On tho 22ud of Fibiamy,
1808, Lord Folkeston, much to {le surpiise of every ene, resus-
uitated tho question. Sir Arthyr spoke on ilio subject, and
asked for an immediate deoision. On tho 9th of March the
chargcs were brought before the House, and adjourned Lill the
17th, when, the proviows question having been carried by an
immense majority, the following repolution was passed, on the
molion of 8ir Johu Austruther, namely,  That it apprais 1o
this Housc that the Marquis Wellesley, in his anangements in
the provinee of Oude, was actvated by an ardent zeal for the
service of his country, and su anxious desiie to promote the
palety, interests, anl prosperity of the Dritich empive in Indig.”
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This motion was carried by 180" vdtes azninst 29.” A similar
result attonded -another. attempt-on the pu'!:’ of Lmd Arclulmld
Hamilton to criminate Lord Wellesloy. :

- In 1807 Bir Arthur aécoptcd the offico of Chmf Seerctary
for Ireland, under the Portland Admipistrdtion, the Duke of”
Richmond being ut tHat time lordHeutenant. In this capa-
city he not only carried ont the pdwers of & very stiong Cocr-
ciott Act, called the ¢ Frsurvection Bill," in:a way that drew
even from his opponents expressions of ndmiration, but he in-
troduced practical roforms into the police, of which the sister

country still reaps-the fruits,
In taking oftice, Sir Arthur hed stipulated that his minis-
{erin! dutics should not interfere with his profussionaly and
_nceordingly, in thesummerof 1807, lie was onée more employed
on activo service. The rencwal of the war against Fronce
by the third Europesn eonlition whs procoeﬂmr- with vigour,
and to this compact England was o party.  The dutics which
we underteck in eonuestion with these wllianccs were chiefly
limited to scouting the otean with our flects; and furnishing
subsidies to the troops of the great Powers whose forces were
actnally in the fild. Denmark, a state much too wenk to
maintain its mdnpendoneh if attacked by any of the great
powers then at-war, had been Ixemltted to remein in a state
of armed, but strict neutrality. At the commcacement of the
year, Murat hed encroached upon her frontier; and though a
collision had ‘taken place between the outposts and tlic I‘remh
troops, in which Blood bad Leen shed, the Crown Princo suf-
fcred h;mself'to be pucxﬁaa by o Very madequnte oxplanation
masmuch as in the hu.sma of Copenhagbn a formidable ficet
vode at anchor, which, in the hands of Napoleon, would have
been a most mischievous addition fo his already vast resonrces.
Nor was the fear that ho wounld vesort to further aggression,
groundless ; for information bad been obtained, thot in the
treaty of Tilsit; he had entercd into a secret compact with

"o
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Alexander, the Russisn ¥mparor, to seize tho Danish ship-
ing, To prevent this, the English Govermment, with the
tmost pessible prompiness atd seciesy, prepared o large flcct,

wndor the command of Admiral Gambier, and equipped an

army of 20,000 men, ander that of Lord Cetheart. In the

Iatter, Sir Arthor Wellesley held a distinguished post.

On the 4th of August the English flect anchored between
the Castle of Cronenburg and Copenhagen. After a fruitless
attempt at negocintion, the troops, which hnd been reinfoiced
by the German Legion from Pomerania, were landed on the
16th, between Elsinore and the capital; the fleet toking up a
position neater the city. On the 19th the fort of Fredericks-
weik was captured by surprise, and its garrisen of 350 men
made prisoners. A few days afterwards, the city was invested.
On the-28th, Bir Arthur Welleslay, who had been sent with
Gendrtls Linsengen and Stutrt to scatter the Danish forces
unde: Generals Carstenkiold snd Orhokén, came dp with them
ot Kioge. The attack was planned in o most seientific manner,
and 1esulted in the complete overthrow of the Danes, whoso
loss was very great. Sixty*oficers and 1,100 men, with ten
pluces of eanihon, were taken ; and such was tho panfe of those
who escaped, that they threw away their arme and clothing for
more convenient flight. Bir Arthur, after thiseffair, procecded
into the intefior to awne the tion, and prevent insurrec-
tions. This fie had sucoessfully aceomplished, when he was
gent far by Lord Catheart, to prcpare and sign aticles for the
capitniation of the city, againat which eperationg had been ac-
tively carricd on. 'The sutheritios of Copenhagon, howevcr,
obstinately refused to meke terms il the &th of September,
when their sight of the city in flames ét once induced them to
nceopt an armistice. The Danish floet, which numbered six-
tecn sail of tho line, nine frigates, fourteen sloops, and many
smaller vessels—and which Napoleon had intended to have used
in his projected invasion of England and Iicland—was surren-
dered, 'Ths ships, together with ninety transports, were filled
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with naval slores : threc vessels on the stocks were taken to
picces and broaght to England, and two others were destroyed.
On the 20th the Dritish forces set sail for this country,
which they reached safely with thejr capture. The loss in
killed aud wounded did not exceed 200 soldiers and &0 sca-
men. A previous writer has remarked, that * this short epi-
sode in the military life of our hero, has been thrown into shadow
by his iightier achicvements; but its merits weie acknow-
ledged by the special thanks of Parliament ; and M. Thiers, in
his recent history, iniroduces 8ir Arthur Wellesley to French
veaders as an oflicer who bad ceitainly scen service in India,
but who was principally known by his able conduct at Copen-
hagen.” It may bo intoresting to state hers, that a mare helong-
ing to Lord Rosslyn, proving if fonl during tho siege, the colt
which she bore on her arrisal in England wos named after
the Danigh eapital, and was bought by the Duke, wlose fu-
vourite horse il continued for many years. It horc its illus-
trious owner at Waterloo, and survived till 1835, when it died
at Strathficldsaye.
On tho 1st of February, 1808, the Speaker of the Houss of
"Commons, in publicly eonveying 1o tho officers engaged in the
expedition the vote of thanks that three days previously had
been passed by a majority of 81, made of Bir Arthur Wellesley's
name special and flattering mention, to whioch Sir Arthur
replied in modest and fitting terms.  For the next few months
he applicd himself to his ministerial duties in Ircland, and in
doing so0, the reader, remembering the virulence of party feelings
foity years ago, will not be surprised to learn that his conduct,
though really most exemplary, was on several occasions frecly
criticised and condemned by the opposition,

c*2
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1808 -1809.

Too Plist Pentheulnr Campai-n- &t ¢ (7 1 1m0] dJogoph Bonénirte wada Kine
#t 8y ime-Tususrectivns~Lhe Mad of 8 ragosse-+Sir* Arthur Gaseltca Laeu-
LenansGoneral—Fands in Portugat—Affar ot Obides~Batte of Roliea—~ e
Ilnry Bunidrd mnves, and forblds S Arlbur's advanco—Prench Attack at
Yumero, nud are deféated~Sh Hugh Datrymple assemes the command—Ar-
sustleo—Comventlon of Clntra—Bi Arthar presonted with i picec of plate—
French 1 lmk ~Dissatisfastion in Bogland—8ir Arthur yetuins bome—Ap-
pomtmi ot of bt Fobn Mome to the commadd—~Inquhy mo fhe Convention of
Cints 1~Sir Atthur thashed by Darliament,

TiE next great net in the m:mentoua deama of Su Arthur
WilesL 3" hfe was the confliet in the Peninsula. At this
priiod Dovapaite was Emperor of Franee nud King of Italy
—anc of Lis brothers was Kiug of Holland—a second, King of
Naples—and a third, King of Westphalin, The German
Netherlands and all the Gorman States as far as the Rlune,
were aetually annexed to Yiance; while the posscasion of
numorous strongholds gave to Honapa;te the command of the
1c8t of Germany. That empire was, in "fact, dissolved, and 1ts
components had becomevuepe feudatories of Trance, Switzers
land aud Denmark were under G llic protection—DPrugsia and
Austria existed only by sufferancc—Sweden kept up a merely
nominal warfare against Napoleon—and Rus<ia was entively
subscrvient to him. Spain was utterly under Lis control, and
Portugal purchased its neutrality by the payment of continual
sabadics, Lnsland alone stimggled mantully for ber Libaties
aud indcpendence.

In respeet to Spain and Portugal, Bonapattc did not stop
here.  'With the biibe of n maicty of Portugal, which was o
be partilioned between the two powers, he pursuaded the
Spanish Government to put the flower of their axmy wndor his
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econtroul; and he immedintely marched it away to the north of
Germony. He then gave notice to Portugal to close her ports
ngainst England, as well as (o confiscate the estates atid scizo
the persons of any of otir countrymen that might happen to be
resident there. AN this was to be done' in three weoks, on
poin of o declaration of war. Without waiting, however, ¢ven
_the briefperiod he'®tad specificd, e ordared Junot to invade tho
country at onco. ‘That gencral, with his forces stiengthened by
wconsiderable detachuient of Spaniards, immedintely marched
from Salamanoca, and made his way towards Lisbon wich such
celerity, that he had reached within ninety miles of the capital
before the authorities were aware that he had cven crossed the
frontier. The Royal Family of Braganzea at once fled, placing
thomeglves under British proteetion, and finelly emigrating to
the liiu‘;ih; bat as the Portugucse Government had y.elded o
relufit consent to the French terms, Lisbon was placed under
the blockade of o Dritish fleet. .

Junot, on arriving at Aleantara, where he was obliged to
rest his men & litfle, issued & proclamation, in which he pro-
fesscd that he was coming to *emancipate” the country fiom
English doyrinion, angd to savo Lisbon fiom the fato of Copen-
bagen.  Amongal other things, he averred that his army was
“as well disciplined as it was brove,” and answered, ¢ on his
honour,” for its good conduct—s pledge which succecding
cvents soon proved to be as worthless as the gauge offered for
its tiuth. The most shameful epoliation and sacrilege were
openly committed—ehurches, besides being stripped of every-
thing valuable, were profaned in a manner revolting to think
of—while the property of private as well as of public persons
was *anneaed” with the utmost rapacity. When Junot arrived
at Lisbon, his troops were in a plight so pitinble as to move the
compassion of the citizens, who trented them witli the nimost
kindness. Tho old fable of the countrymar and the frozen
snoke was acted over again. As soon as Junot's siraggling
bands had been rcinforced by the amival of thdr vomiades,
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and had recovered from the effocts of their march, they eom-
menced the worle of plumder and oppression. To give some
idea of the extent to whish this was carried, it may be here
ltlm,wm the Gmbﬁ‘hﬁﬂl M m Mhm; Junoi‘,
who, whten he retchell Lisbon, had 3ot even & change of linen,
demjanded five ships for the removal of Bés own pérsoual
effects, having previously sent mumerdus copsignments of
valueble property to Fraftec.

In the meantime Napolcos, with an army muder Murat, had
seized Madrid, driven out the wretched Bourbons, end pro-
claimed his brother Joseph, Ring of Spain—ZLucien Bopaparte,
to whom the crown wes first offered, havluy declined the
questionable honour. This step caused an immenso cxcte,
ment throughout the entire Spanish Pepinsuls, and inswricc-
tionary movements broke out in every direction. Injmany
étances the people triumphed, and, flushed with success-
behaved with that sanguinary fercemess which victorious
mobs are accustomed to display. Nor &id the French fail to
take the most fesrful and cold-blooded revenge; so that
Shekspeare’s highly wronght picture of Bcotland’s myiseries
under Macbeth might have becn appled almost without exag-
geration to'this unhappy country. Napoleon’s forces amountcd
only to about 78,000 men ; and ¢though, by mtans of superior
tactieal knowledge his generals were enabled to quell vatious
local risings, he was not able to gwe the entire natwm, or,
when he had pat down one band of patriots, to prevent the or-
genization of anotlrey. ( Even women, forgetting the weakness
of their sex, burned with a noble ardour to expel the invader,

nd emyulated the daxing valour of their husbands, their brothers,
nd their sons. Tho maid of Baragossa, who rallied her dis-
irited neighbours by discharging & cannon on the fos at the
siege of that city, has achieved a name destined to survive in
'history. 'Whils that siege was pending, the Fiench Genanl
(Dupont) experienced a crushing defeat at Baylen, which so
startled the new King of 8poin, that he abandoncd lus attempts
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on Saragossa, and collecting his army, retired with all speed to
Vittoris.

These scenes of innryection sud blopdshed were imitated
across the P foontler ; and thewgh tho inkiabitants
probably met with less success in their warfare thian the Spani-
ards, the disastors of Junot's compatziots in the latter country,
joined to the revoltof some 5,000 of the Spanish troops, made
his sitnation in the last degree perplexing.

“It wag on the intelligence of this nnexpected display of
national vigonr that Epgland teridcred her substantial sym-
pathiefo the Spanish and Portuguese patriots, The overtares
of thejy juntas were favourably received, and it was decided by
the I'grtland Ministey that Pertugal would be gs good & ot
as any other on which to threw 10,000 troops, who were wait-
ing at Coik for embarkation on the next ‘expedition’ suggest-
ing itself. Such was the origin of the Peninsular War—an
enteiprise at first considered, and evep for some tinte afterwards
roputed, as importing little more to the intcrests or renown of
the nation than a diversion at Stralsund or Otranto, but which
now, enshrined in the pages of a famous history, and viewed
by the light of experience, will take its place among the most
memorable centests which the annals of Europe record.” *

Sir Arthur Wellesley accordingly received the command of
a stiong detachment, which left Ircland on the 12th of July.
Sir Arthur (who had been promoted to the rank of Licutenant-
General) preceding the troops in the frigate Crocodile, which
reached Corunna on the 20th. He at ance proceeded to Oporto,
and after & consultation with the Supreme Junta, be commenced
landing his troops at the 1iver Mondego, on the st of August.
Major-General Spencoer’s division arrived three days afterwards;
and the whole process of debmikation being completed, Sir
Arthuor found himsclf at the head of 13,000 men, His first
lesson was not to put any {1ust in the junta, or in their gencral,
Freire, who, after a world of shuffling, was induced, by the

® Times.
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threat of being left to fight his pwn battlcs, to place at the ser-
witg of the English gommpungder 1,400 infantry, and 280 dra-
goona. Bir Arthur entored Loyris on the 11th—a etep which
was attended by seu impartrnt edvgutages; for it.compplled
the retreat of the Frerioh general, Laisan, whe Jpnat, on tho
firss, rumours of the British expeditiop, bad despatched with
movpsble columa of seme 7,000 men, o scgur the country,
overwhelm the insurrootion, and *drive the English into tho
m‘"

¢ On the 13th. Bir Arthus Wellosley marched from Leyrin,
to attack the Freneh general, Loborde, who Lad retifed with
6,000 men to Rolige, leaving streng pie at Obidos, n vil-
lage deven miles distant, Obidos was {gken with small rosist-
ance; aud Labotde, though opposcd to g foree of twiec his own
strength, wae compelled by eivommstanoes, induneed by Sir
Arthur's masteily advance en Loyrip, to stand his assault. The
advantages, kowes er, of his pusition—a monntain-pass of great
picturesqueness and stiength—rendered the pdds in favour of
the British much lesg than the mera pumerical statement would
imply. On tho 17th, Sir Arthur mauched upon the enemyy, and
after o sharp conflict on the plain, the French rctired into the
defiles of the mowntsin, Here n brilliant fight cnsued; but so
perfect was Sir Arthar's aitaek, that, though Laborde exhibited
a most praissworthy amount of courage and science, his t1oops
were drivon bagk by only a small portion of the Dritish {roups,
the rost being preventod, by the nafuie of the ground, from
taking part in the struggle, Taborde then retreated fuvther
up tho mouytsins and after being agnin dislodged from his
position at Colwmbicra, he made a lagt stand at Zambugeira,
wheie ho fought with desportion, in the hope that Loizon
might come up. 'While clinging with the ntwmost tenacity to
his right, w here tho hoped-for juuction wetld have beon cffected,
be made & trewendons charge upon the Buitish centic. The
20th regiment, which'bore the brunt of the assault, was broken;
but being prowptly sapported by the 8th, gave not an inch of
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ground, and kept up a flerce hend-to-hand battle, until Major-
Genersl Ferguson had won the vight. Laborde then retreated
in oxcellont order, and colleeting the detachment he had sent to
look out for whandonred his guns at Segure, and gained '
Montachigus, & fwced night mareb by the pass of Rama,
He had, however, left the line of Torres Vedras uncovered, so
that the eapitel wes open to s Brifish advance. The French
loss in this action—one of the most brilliant duting the war—
was gt least 700 killed and wounded, while theé Britih was
only proportion of rare magnitude, when it is considored
that ebout 5,000 mom were really rngaged in the en-
cow The gallant Liontewant-Colonel Lake, son of Lord
Talfe, whs amongst the slain, having fallen almost at the end
of the Battle.

Tutclligenee being received that a reinforcoment had axrived,
under the command of General Anstruther, Sor Arthur was
induced to postpone his pursuil of Labordo, artd to merch on
Vimicio. On the 20th, General Anstruther's last higade
eifected, with great diffenlty, a safe londing in the bay of
Maceira ; and Sir Atthur, havihg now a force amounting to
16,000 men, and cighteen pictes of canyon, gave the oider to
maich on Jasbon. As Junot’s army was in the gross only
18,000 men, which, after deducting garrisons, wonld be reduced
10 11,000, there is no reason 1o doubt that this prompt step
would have been attended with the most entire success. Un-
luckily, however, 8ir Harry Burrard, by whom 8ir Arthur had
been superseded in the chif eommeand, had reached Portugal,
and ho prohibited the schieme, expressing his determination to
wat for 8iz Hew Dalrymple, to whom he was in turn to yicld
the direction of the British army. Tortnnately for the fame
of Sir Arthur, Junot himself, who, with Loison’s corps had
jomed Labayde, commenced the attack at Vimicro before Sii
liunry, between whom and Sir Arthur an interview had then’
place aboard the frigate in which the former had arri%ed, had
handed. The strength of tho two armies was nenrly the sawme,
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Sir Arthur having move infantiy than kis opponent, but being
cuuaiderably weaker #n his cavalry. At o little before ten
Podock on the 224t of Angust; the enemy attacked the-British
" teoops in several aeluans, hat in every i was repnlecd
with the bayonet ; audebeing in turn sasauited by Brigadier-
Uoneral Acland, snd suhjeoted to » heavy cannonade from the
astillery on the heights, was, after a desperate capiest, driven
baek in confusion, witls the loss of keveral guns, eeay prisonets,
and a large shanber of killsd and wounded. Ia the xmeantime
the French had made an impetaons sttack e the Inft; but
here thoy were also gallantly resisted by Geneal F 's
brigade, which charged down the kil s seon as the ]
appranched, and carvied eveopthing befwe it In this en-
counter, siX picees of gannon and many prisoners, including
General Brennier, who was alwo wounded, ware taken. The
defent, when it is cousiered that met mote than half the British
force was engaged, was 8, mogt signal gne. The emomy,
addition to thoe losscs enumernted abowe, was ghliged fo leave
behind him twentpsthion ammusition waggons, with powder,
shells, 20,000 ronnda of mwsket-cartridge, and o lavge guantity
of atords of every deseription. Jhe Baglish sasualties wexe
128 lalled, 466 wounded, aid 48 missing; iotal 730. The
Frenck losa was about 1,800 5 nud Genernd Solignee was car-
ried awsy severely wounded,

Just whep the rout was completed, Sir Harry Burrnrd
arvived, and to the chagrin of the vidlorious moldiers, ovdered
them to halt. Yt was in vain thal Sir Arthar pointed out the
comperative eage with whish the brigades whick had not boen
engaged, and of which the Ist and BHth were actuelly two
mif:t nearer Toives Vedray than the French, conld have cut off
their retsvat to the capital. No farther operations were por-
mitted ; and Junot, 1efapming his “ hroken host,” wetired in
‘good ordev. i wos on this oceasion that Sir Arthus, secing
the sac116e0 of an opportanity which might have been tuvasd
to the coppletion of the way, turned round, and smid #p his
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stalf, « Well, then, gentlemen, we may go riow and shoot ted
legged partridges.”

It wlt,:t at this pesition of affairs that Sir Hew Dalrymple
arrived, the cogmend being thus changedl fhroe times within
twenty-fonr hours, After receiving from Sir Asthur a brief
but clear statement &I his operations, Bir Hew gave the order
to edvance-+though of courso the vemerkable advantages which
tho vietory wonld ive conferred upon owr army were com-
pletely thrown aweay.

Bufgre any further steps vould be taken, Genersl Kellerman
was #b &ﬂle English comp with a flag of truce, end an
armistigs M, foaty-eight hours was immediatcly agreod to.

On , Jund® hitd resched Lisbeon, where the inhabfiants,
who B just heard of his defeat, had begun to mamifest the
nostlaxtravagant joy. altempt was made, however, on

the patt of the French gitéson to compensate him for his
16fftetoe, by receiving hint with a royal salute in Bononr of his

victory! But Kellamay’s roturn with Colonel Mwrray soon

dis ipated any doubts which this characteristie Gulliciem might

hove exeited.  The ypsult of the negocintions was the famous

Convention of Cintra, the articles of which avere signed on the

30th. They contained, amongst other extraordinary stipula-

tions, an agrecment that the French troops should be conveyed

by the British government to any of the ports of France be-

tween Roehetort and L'Orient, with the arms, Lorses, guns

military chesl, ammunition, and other property; that they

should not be considcred_piisomers of wer, but be allowed to

serve again ; that subjects of France or of her allies shonld be

protected and their property guaranteed to them; that no

native of Portugel should bb Leld actountable for aid fornished

to the French; and that all prisoners oxcept those teken in

actual battle shonld be liberated. '

The joy of the iuhabitants of Lisbon, when the last detach-

ment of the French lett their shoies, cannot be eoncencd,

Their delight amvented to delitium, und conld enly be exceeded
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by the ferocious detestation which they showed towards their
late tyrants—to protect whom from the fury of the ;people
required the most sirenuous exertions on the paurt of tho
British troops.

The trenty of Cintra excited in England the utmdst wonder
and disgust, as, indeed, well it might. Never was the public
condemnation of any measurc so rcmarkable either for its
unnvimity or for {he cnergetic force with whieh it was ex-
pressed. Somo of the newspapers refused to disgrace their
coluinns by inserting it; others went into mowrning; and
others ornamented the page by a graphic representation of
three generals gibbetted. 8ir Arthur Wellesley, in a fit of
indignaut chagrin, had immediately after its completion asked
for leave of absence from his corps and returned Lome—Sir
Hew Dalrymple was recalled, and Sir Harry Burrard resignoed
en the plea of ill-licalth; so that' the command of the arny
devolved on Sir John Moove, ot

General Wellesley incmred the first shock of public eensure.
Tfurther investigation, however, not ouly exculpated him from
all responsibility, but brought tv light his earnest, though
ineffectunl endeavours to procure a different resulf, aud the
country was soon satisfied that if the conqueror of Roliga and
Vimiero had Leen undiz{urbed in his arrangements the whole
French army must have been prisoncrs of war. Yet, even as
things stood, the success achieved was of no ordinary character.
The British soldiers had measurcd their swords against some
of the best troops of the ompire, and with signal success.
The « Scpoy General ” had indisputably shown that his powers
were uot limited to Oriental eampaigns. He had effected the
discmbareation of his troops-—always a most hazardous feat—
without loss, had gained two well-contested battles,. ond in
lcss than a single month had actually cleared the kingdom of
Tortugal of its invaders. The avmy, with its intuitive judg-
went, had formed 2 gorrect apmeciation of his services, and
the field officers ‘¢Hgaged at Vimiero testilified their opinion
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of their commander by a valuable 'gif’t ; but it was clear that
no place remained for General Wellesley under his new supe-
riors, and he accordingly returncd to England, bringing with
him conceptions of Spanish affairs which were but to speedily
vorified by events.

The inquiry, instituted by command of the king, may be
said to have terminated without any further result; and the
subject was sgon afterwards suffered to drop—not, however,
VLefore Sir Arthur, who, in the meantime, had resumed his
offici .l duties as Irish secretary, and once more taken his seat in
pm'liam(mi'f,;;hnd received for the mortification and unpopularity
which #ho conduet of his collcagues bad brought upon him,
some compensation “in the very flalteiing pancgyries which
both heuses in Junuary, 1809, passed upon his first brilliant
and glorivus serviees in the Peuinsula,
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WiiLe the cvents related in the last chapter were taking
place, Spain had fallen completely into the handsef the French.
However brave the resistance of the people, it was of too desul-
tory and unsystematized a nature to stand long before the raprudly
sugmenting forces of Napoleon. The Spanish armies were
altogcther too ill equipped—too injudicionsly commanded-—too
divided in their aims and operations—to offer much opposition
to a soldiery, so welf disciplined and so ably commanded as
the French. In the meantime the thrasonieal bombast of the
Juntas, and the boundless enthusinsm of the people, added not
a little to the difficulties of their allies, who were continually
finding the assistance they were lead to cxpect greatly inferior
to what had been stated. Thus the Fremch had with ease
made themselves masters of nearly all the strong places in
the country. 'On the 8th of November, 1808, Napolcon himself
arrived ab Vittoria, and assumed the command of the troops,
‘with which he pursucd his operations agningt the Spanish
gencrals with great vigour and suceess.

Sir John Moore did not receive orders to advance into Spain
till the 6th of Octoper, long after the period at which such a
step would have been judicious had passedaway. It was fully
three weeks before the army was ready to march from Lisbon.
On the 13th of November, he reached Salamanca, and liis
forees, joined to the corpfs shich had landed a month before
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at Corunna, under Siv David Baird, amounted to 32,000 men,
2l well equipped and in high spiris.  As, however, Napoleon
had now in Spain 285,000 men and 50,000 horses, actually
under arme, together with 200 picces of cannon, and could
have despatched an army of above 180,000 men and 40,000
lorses on any cxpedition, without taking a single soldier
from his garrisons or lines of communication, it must be ap-
pavent that the enteiprise wis one of extreme risk. The resalt
verified this cxpectution. After a brilliant cavalry affair at
Sahegun, and a few other highly ereditable skirmishes, Siv
John Moore Teceived information that Napoleon, with a vastly
superior force, was coming upon him; and, as it would have
been madness to have risked a battle, he gave orders to retreat
on Cgruuna, Every one has heard of that ill-fated movement,
Though managed with consummate skill, such was theseverity
of the foreed fnarches, such the inclemency of the weather,
such the insubordiuation into which the men, dishcartened by
retreat, and worn out by hardship and discase, were betrayed,
the only wonder is how they ever reached their destina-
tion at all.  Fortunately, Bonaparte, whose atfention was
dirccted, Ly the hestility of the Emperor of Austria, committed
the pursuit of ihe English ariny to Soult, which, on the 16th
of Junuary, 1809, at lust enterod Corunmns, and having com-
menced its embarkation, was attacked by that gencral in force.
The LEnglish gaiued o splendid vietory 3 bat it was 2 poor com-
pensation for the melancholy death of Sir John Moore, who,
in the heat of baitle was struck on the bresst by a round shot.
1lc only survived long enough to be conscions of the glad tid-
ings of a complete triumph. The British casualtics in this on-
gugement were estimated at 800 men, whﬂc the French were
supposed to amount. to 3,000,

The subjugation of Spaiu by the French was now soon
completed.  Corunna, efter gallantly holding out to the 19th,
{o cover the departure of the flect, eapituluted, Ferrol surven-
dered without a struggle. Baragossa, after a frantic defence,
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which lagted fifty-two day~, and in which half the inbabitants
.died from their wounds or from pestilcnce, yiclded., Oporto
‘was storued, in spite of the gallant fight which the peasants
made on the line of Soult’s march, and tlu trifling opposztmn of
the Spanish and Portugucse armies, ‘which were cut to p}cce,
with the greatest ease. 'The only English fovee in the Penin-
sula was a body of 1,500 men, nudor the command of Sir Robert
Wilson ; and their efficiency was in- a greaf mensure impuired
by the absurd jealousy of the inhebitante, which had by-some
means been avousod.

Such was tho state into which the I’emnsuh had fallen
during the absence of the great English general; and it will,
therefore, hardly bo a mattor of surprise thet the British Go-
vornment had serjously thouglht of abaudoning the two wrefched
kingdoms to their fate.  Sir Arthur Wellesley, however, trans-
mitted to the ministry so able and encouraging & memorandum
on the defence of Portugal, dated March 9, 1808, that they de-
termined on another effort. A strong reinforcement was sent
out, and Sir Arthur was named to the chief command. At this
time, Soult had left Ney to maintain the ground already won,

and at the head of 30,000 men, he himself descended upon the
Douro, and was soon in sccure posscssion of Oporto.  Ilad he
continued his advance, it is net impossible that the campaign
might have had the termination he desived—namely, the final
subjugation of the Peninsula; but at this point he waited for
intelligence of the English in his front, and of Victor and La-
pisse on his flank. Ilis caution saved YPortugal, for, while he
still hesitated on the brink of the Douro, there again arrived in
the Tagus that renowned commander before whosc genius the
fortunes not only of the mmhula, but of their imperial master,
weroe finally to fuil.

The arrival of 8ir Arthur Wullcsloy cansed the most intense
joy amongst the Portuguese, who welcomed him with a prema
ture, or rather a prophetic ovation. They named him marshal-
gencral of the native forces, and gave him full suthority to
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employ them at his disevetion—a stép incomparably the wisest
they could possibly have adepted, though their condnet, as
well as that of tho Spanish, throughor! tHe war, offen cxhi-
Fited an inexplicable want of gratitude, aud of cordial co-ope-
ration with these troops, whose task it was to free their connlry
from a merciless and rapacions invader.

Sir Arvthur Wellesley lost no time, after his debarkation on
the Lusitanian coast, in commeneing his operations. Leaving
a Porluguese corps, amounting to 7,000 men, and four Dritish
regiments to defend the capital, and placing bands of soldiers
to intereept the march of Victor, in care he should make any
at{empt on Lisbon, be removed his head-guarters on the 1st of
May 1o Pombal, and on the folldwing day to Coimbra. 1lcre
a ¥renchwollicer, named 1)’ Argentin, made some traitorous over-
tures to the British commander, offering to scize Soult and the
uther principal generals.  Bir Avthur lost, no tiwe in trans-
wifting a secerct despatch to the government in this country,
and in placing himsell under the special divection of ihe cabi-
nef, On the 9th of May, however, the treason was discovered,
and Y Argentin arrested.  As 8ir Arthur, with a vivid appre-
cintion ot the danger that ever exists in trusting persons guilty
ol treuchery, had mauaged the correspondence with a most
commendable resorve, Soull could extraet nothing from his
prisoner, but the {act that a dangerons spivit of disaffection was
spread amongst his officers, many of whom were united in a
treasonable society, called the Pliladelphes, the object of which
was 1o overturn the rule of Nupoleon, and to re-cstablish a
republic. :

Placed in this difficult position, Soult nevertheless displayed
a truly courngeous ftrmuess, as well as talents of the highest
order; and in spite of the able manner fn which Wellesley
{requently turned his positions, he was cnabled, after smart
tkirmishes at Albergaria, Gurijun, and Cavalhos, in all of which
ke was worsted, to cscape to Qporto, having been assistud in
his fligLt by o number of fortunate accidents, which saved him
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from destruction.  Assoon as ho had reached the city, he com-
menced destroying the floating bridgo over the Duoro, and
completed his task Jjust before the British came up on the 12th
of May. He now thought himself sceure, as the river is at
that place deep, and three hundred yards in breadth. It was,
however, necessary for the English army that it shonld be
erossed without delay; and that was almost immediatcly
effected by a scheme so singular that it descrves partienlar
mentia.

On the north bank, dircetty opposit to the heights of Serrn,
there was a very strongly built ecclesiastical edifiee, called the
Seminary, which commanded important positions with vespoet
to tlie eity, and under cover of which the troops minht eusily
be transported. .Coloncl Waters, io whom the task of tinding
boats had been confided, had falln in with a barber, who,
cluding the French,sentries, had rowed across in a cuall skufl
Waters, with this man and the prior of Jnaranie, 1eross d
the river, and quickly returncd with scveval Inge bargrs As
soon as one was pronounced veady, en officer with twenty-tive
men of the Jrd Buffs yprang intu it, and in less than twelve
minutes had landed unpereeived on the opposite bunk. A sc-
cond bLoat was equally fortunate; but the third, in which was
General Paget, was discovered.  The utmost confusion imme-
diately prevailed. The Semary was fiereely sttacked and as
desperately dofended, the number of combatants increasing
every instant. The French were four times as numerous as the
British; but they could only attack on one side, for, during the
preliminary arrangements of this bold enterprise, Wellesley
had placed twenty cannon on the Serra, and kept up so warm
a fire, that Soult’s troops daied not encounter it.  Gencral
Paget being wounded at the commencement of the assault, its
dircetion devolved upon General Hill. The Seminary was soon
taken, and the lower part of the city descrted ; upon which the
inhabitants conveyed boats across to the English, who were
thus yuickly reinforced to a considerable extent. The city wasg
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presently abandoncd, and the French precipitately retreated,
their flying colnning being dreadfully cut up by the murderous
volleys of the 48th and 68th, who had held the Seminary ; in
fact, nothing hat the inactivity of General Murray on the right
prescrved them from utter ruin. Their loss was 500 killed and
wonnded, besides 700 sick left in the hospitals; five guns were
tuken in the fight, and fifty in the arsenal, with a large quan-
tity of stores and ammunition. At four o'clock the English
cemmander sat dov i to enjoy the dinner prepared for Marshal
boult,

Gu the following dav, Mavshul Bevesford crossed the river
hizher up, avd compelled Loison to abandon the bridge of
Amauante, Soult’s rarivat was thus fairly cut off.  Joining
Laism, however, ot Gutacent, and having previously de-
Jreved iy stores amd ammusnition at Penaliel, he pushed for-
ward through alimost Hnipassab!» reads to avoid pursuit. By a
hald and sueresaful stvatagem. Mujor Duloug surprised the
Foute Nova. o bridge «vee 2 wenntuin forrent ealled the Cavedo,
whih was gundoa be the Porteguese, und which a dozen men
might h e held azeist o thowsand,  The Trench, however,
did not wseane withod tremendous Joss ¢+, fur the English artil-
Iore bad conw upoend epens 4 a heavy tive on the troops as they
crussed. Soult was aleo foctunate caoagh, atter two attempts,
to earry the bridge acress the Saltader; andl as the Portugucse,
under Silveira, were much too tardy to intercept the rctreat
farther, the pursuit was relinquivhed, after an abortive attempt
to continne it by Coloned Talbot, who was outnambered and
diiven back by General Franceschi.  The retreat of the French
geueral wax fully as disastrous us that of Sir John Moore,
whom he ind elased so short a time before from Sahagun to
Cornnn:  his troops were subjected to equally eruel hardships
—with this aggravation, that whercas many of ‘tho British,
whom fatigie and the iuclemeuey of the weather had rendered
incopable of proceeding furtler, were kindly nuwsed by the
peasants, every Frenchman that lagged behind his comrades
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oven & fow yards was Dbarbarously murdercd, in revenge for the
‘rapine and bloodshed of which the nrmies of Napoleon had
everywhere been guilty, Nothing was saved.  Artillery, am-
munition, baggage —-all were lost; and there perished a full
fourth of the army which, a few months previously, bad erossed .
the frontier filled with anticipntions of glory and—plunder.

Sir Arthur Wellesley having driven Boult acvoss the border,
returned to Oporto, having in twenty-cight days marched 200
miles through a ruggoed country; utterly routed one of his
opponents, and at the same time provided an adequate defence
against the other. . On the 13th, he issued a proclamation to
the inhabitants of that city, requiving them to discontinuc their
erucl practices on the French; and when he marched away
towards {he Tagus, which he did after a very briof hal, he left
Colonel Trant with full powers to enforce his orders, and to
give the prisoners the protection to which; by the laws of war,
they were entitled. - Sir Avthur's march was neerssarily very
slow, inusmuch as he had dot only bad weather to contend
agninst, but # +was indispensable that some rest should be
affurded to htis wenried army. It was with unspeakable sorrow
that he perceived the disorderly state inte which his {roops
had fallen ; but he did not content himself with n.erely feeling
regret.  He ‘used his utmost excrtions to restorc the "ood
order which is usuady a characteristic of Dritish soldiers. Ly
means of a wholcsome severity, and an inflexible determination
to restrain nll excesses, the march was conducted with much
greater discipline than could have been expected.

‘While the general’s energies were thus omployed, a multi-
tade of harrassing circumstances arose on all sides. Fiid,
there were the native allies to manage—a most difficult task,
requiring at once the greatest firmness and the most delicnte
finesse ; then therc were disputes as to the rank in which
Dritish officers, holding bigher commissions in the Portugnese
army than in their own, should boe considered; lastly, there
were financial embarrassments.  The great difference in that
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respeet between the French and the English poliey was this:—
the former quartered themselves in the country in which they
happened 1o be, while the latter honestly paid for all they con-
sumed.  The advantages of the English plan are obvious—our
troops almost invariably met with assistance from the inhabi-
tants, while the Freneh hadeall possible obs{ructions thiown in
their way; but Sir Arthur did not escape the inconveniences
attendant upon an cmpty military chest, He was deluyed a
full month in consequence of the non-nxrival of supplics, On
the 11th of June, he had an interview with Cuesta, the Spauish
general. as to the manney in which Victor should be attacked.
Cuestu was o mun never remarkable for his gbilitics, und age
had now rendered him infirm in body aund almost imbedile in
mind. 'After a werld of trouble, Siv Arthur made him acquiesce
in o plan of operation; but the old gencral soon preved that
Littlé 4 Pmdence was 1o be placed on his egsistance.

On'the 23vd of July, be declined to attack tlfe enemy at
Talavera, and a valuable vpportunity was thus thrown away.
The following day Victor vetired to Torrijos, when Cuesta, in
spite of the earnest protest and entreaty of Sir Srthur Welles-
leyy insisted on parseing him.  He passed the Alberche, and
there found that the French were coneentrating, instead of
retreating, almost within cannon-shot of his advanced guard.
They were in force to the number of 50,000 men and ninety-
five picces of artillery (for Joseph Bonapario had lately joined
Victor), while the headstrong old man was completely scparated
from his allies.  Wheu he gave orders to return, he found it
was too late, for the French, erossiug the Guadiana at daybreak,
soon drove him to 8t. Olalla.  Battle was offered, but so sooncr
had the Spaviards eaught sight of the Ficueh columns, than
they fled in the wildest disorder.  Foitunately, General Albu-
querque, with 3,000 eavalry, arrived and cheeked the pursuit,
so far as to allow the fugitives tu recross the Alberche.  The
position Cuesta now occupied was as dangerous as possible, and
had he been attacked, he must again have been routed.  Sip
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Arthur Wellesley, who by this time fully appreciated his
quthlegane'ss, besought him, while General Sherbrooke’s divi-
sion eould yet cover the movement, to occupy Talavera, where
he would ‘ab lenst be ont of harm'’s way. Cucsta, however, had
another fit of ¢hildish obstinacy, and flatly refused, till he saw
Victor's troops advencing, and heard the British ordered to
retire. He then did as he was requested, and the brunt of the
battles which ensued, aud in whmh the French, amounting, as
has been said, to 50,000 men, were commanded by Joseph Bona-
parte (in person), by Marshals Jourdan and Victor, and by
General Sebastiani, was borfie by the Dritish troops, who did
not exceed in any arm one-third the strength of their foes.
About two o'clock on the 27th of July, the action com-
menced by the divisions of Lapisse and Ruffin, crossing the
Alberche and advancing with such celerity on the Casa de
Salings, that Sir Aythur was nearly taken prisoner. Hgppen-
ing to be iil the housc, he had burely time to mount his horse
and ride away. This was the second narrow cscape ho had
met with ; for, on the preceding day, a three-pound shot passed
just over his hesd, and struck a tree, under which he was
standing. .The sudden attack of the French surprised and
threw intp some confuaion the 87th and 88th regiments, the
retreat of which Wellesley directed in person. Victor, elated
by his temperary success, sent a body of cavalry to make the
Spanish unmask their line of battle, where they lay safely en-
sconced in & position which almost any ofher troops would
have made impregnable. These heroes, however, fired one
volley and then 10,000 infantry threw away their arms and
took to their heels, followed by the ertillery. The adjutant-
general, O'Donegue, and Cuesta himself, were amongst the
foremost, and the result would haye been calamitous, had not
Sir Arthur Wellesley, with some English squadrons, aided by
the fusilade of the rpmaining Spaniards, stopped the assailants
as they wese about, to charge, and driven them back in disorder.
Of the runawiys, 6,000 never *showed” again, but seattered
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themselves over the country, sprcad.ing the most awful storics
of the Englishdisasters. A body of Spanish horse drove the rest
back to their post, and thus this part of the affair terminated.

It was now growing dark, and Victor, encouraged by the
tempting confusion on the British right, planned en attack on
the left, where a ridge, which commanded the whole position
was uncccupied——o scheme which wes successfully accom-
plished. General 1ill, in advancing to Donkin’s aid, who
was being overpowered by vastly superior numbers, rede up to
the French, mistaking them for English stragglers. The error
was attended with bad consequ?nces, for Brigade Major For-
dyce, who accompanied hLim, was shot dead, and tho general
himself was seized by a grenadier, whom, however, he mane ged
to shake off and escape from. The English corps which had
been sent to recover the heights were also repulsed in conse-
quence of the superior numbers in which the French had occu-
picd the ridge; but General Hill, assuming the command of the
29th, charged bravely on the foe, and after a sanguinary and
corifused conflict (for the night was quite dark), drove the
French from their dearly bought, and not long retained, vantage
ground.

Two thousand men were killed and wounded in these two
altacks. The battle was suspended till the next day, and tho
wearied soldiers sought to recruit their energies for the coming
fight. Repose, however, they scemed to be fated not to taste;
for about midnight a tremendous fusilade throughout the
whole length of the Spanish lines startled the camp from its
propricty. There seems no reason to doubt that it was as
brilliant a volley ns was ever let fly. Sir Arthur is reported
to huve expressed hie admiration at the performance, coupled
with a hope that they would do as well the next day, and &
suspicion that they had nothing to fire at. This turned ouf to
be the fact; and three battalions of the valiant powder-burners
had actually taken to their heels before the general had finished
his remark.
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The attack on the Leight was renewed at five the next
morning, and after the firing had Leen kept up without inter-
mission till nine, and numberless charges Lad been made, all of
which had been gallantly repulsed by Generals Tilson and
Stewart, the French retired in despair.  For three hours a sort
of truce was agreed Lo by mutual cousent, and it was spent by
the exhausted soldiers in refreshing themselves, and in succour-
ing the wounded. A smallstream ran between the rival troops,
at both which came to drink. Courtesics were interchanged
and hands pressed in friendghip that in a few minutes alter-
wards would be wielding weapons against cach other in deadly
shifc. . The next attack wason the British cenfre. It was
repulsed with great sloughter, and ten guns were captured;
but the French rallied and renewed the assault, thongh with
the same ill snccess. The carnage was fearful, and the aiy
grass accidentally igniting, many of the wounded perished in
the flumes. ~ While the first centre attack was being exceuled,
another was made upon General Sherbrook’s division, whick
wasin the left and centre of the Dritish front line.  No exploit
during the day was more gallantly performed thau the manner
in which the French were repulsed ; but the English, carrying
their pursuit too far, exposed thcmselves to the fire of the
artillery, and were obliged to retire under cover of General
Cotton’s brigade of cavalry. They soon however rallied, and
returncd to assist in the second repulse of the French, whuse
leading files *“ halted—turned—fell back—and never made ano-
ther effort.”  They left behind them in the hands of the vietors
four standards, 20 picces of cannon, some ammunition, and a
number of prisoncrs.  The casualties in this well fought ficld of
Talavera were painfully great. On the Inglish side, 40 officers,
including Generals Mackenzie and Langworth, 28 sergeants,
and 789 rank and file, were killed: 195 officers. 165 sergenuts,
‘and 8,533 rank and le were wounded; and 9 offieers, 15
sergeunts, and 629 rank and file were missing.  According to
Jourduin’s return, the French had 2 generals and 944 men
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killed, 6,294 wounded, and 1566 made prigoners; but English
and Spanish wutem nﬁhm that their total loss was fully ten
thousand.

The British troops bxvonacked on the field of battle with
little food end no shelter—the dead and wounded lying all
around—»and gredt was their surprise when morning broke to
discover that the French armny had crossod the Alberche to
occupy o position on the hmghh of Balines.

¢ Par from the ficld where late she fought—
The tents where late she lay—
With rapid stop 'and humbled thought,
* Al night shohelds hor way ;
Leaving to Brituin’s-conquering sons
Standards rent, and ponderaus guns,
"The trophiés of the finy ;
The weak, the wounded, and the elain,
The triumph of the batde plain,
The glory of the day.”

8% )
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1808-181%:

Pourth Campsign comtiyued—Extracedingry Mupch--Diatopdast 0f Onesta—
Retrent towards Portugal—Spanisty Depate—Sir Artiur créated o Peer—At-
tacked in Pmlivwont—DBritish Campsfeoved to v Mosdégo—Afore Bpanish
Defeats—Aflnir st Barba del Paoroo~dpy vepaissd from Giudad Roderigo—
Tho Guerillos—Roderigo suepders-Atalr ot Alpeide—The Town taken—
Battle of Busaco.

AFIER the victory of Talavers, o disgnsting Slgateation of the
bratal and ungratefo) disposition of thoSpaniards, was exhibited
in the condact of the Taleverimns apd of Old Cuesta. The
former, though they had provisions epough 40 have kept the
army for a month, conld scavcely be made, by the most
strenuous exertiond of the English general, to afford his men
a barc subsistence ; while the wounded, who had shed their
blood in the defence of the town, had their ehances of recovery
greatly diminished by the want of ordinery nourishment.
Cuesta, instead of assisting in the sad duties which a victory
imposes upon the conquerors, pocupied himself in the more con-
genial task of decimating his delinguent regiments. At the
carncst intercession of Sir Arthur, he wes induced to punish
only a tenth of those chosen by lot, so that all but six officers
and forty men escaped,

On the 20th, the light brigade, consisting of the 43rd, 524,
and 95th Rifles, arrived atTalavera, having travelled, in twenty-
six hours, in heavy marchitg order, the astonishing distance
of sixty-two miles, uuder a burnigg yup, azd through a district
where water was scarce.  After a mepsh of twenty miles, they
had Jearned from some of the Spanish fugitives that Sir Arthur
‘Wellesley was killed, and the Eyglich utterly vouted. On
hearing this, they determined upon advancing to the assist-
ance of their comrades, and after a slight pauee resumed their
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march, This fent, quite wnpsralleled in military annals, was
parformed with the loss of anly seventeen siragglers left be-
hind.

Six Axthur Wellealey soon had sother display of the worth-
lesanees of his Speaish allips, The conduct of Cuesta, in fact,
scemed to beoote wores nd werse. Information had heen
received thet Boult wits advameing on the pags of Banos, and
Sir Arthar entveated that a Spanish corps might be sent to
stop bis further progress, But Cneats steadfastly refused till
the 1st of Aupust, when 1t was quite too late. Soult gained
the pess without opposition, and was advancing at the head of
15,000 voterans, fully equipped, - Wellesley, therefore, re-
moved bu the 3rd to Oropesa, Cuesta consnting to remain at
Talavera, to take care of the wounded. Soms papers, however,
boing found on the person of a friav, in which Xing Joseph
instructed Marshal Soult to use the utmost diligenee, and pro-
mised him his own assistance, as well as tBat of Marshal Ney,
the Spanish genersl immediately went word to 8ir Arthur that
he should abandon his cherge. This he proeecded o do, with
shameful inhumanity, leaving tho sick to shift for themsel: es.
Sir Arthur having wearied himself with protesting against
this cruel condget, eontrived, by dint of inoredible oxertion,
and submitting to the loss of a large quantity of boggage, to
fill forty wagons with the wounded; but thongh he thus broyght
away about 2,000, almost as large 2 number were unavoidably
left behind. The position at Qropesa being a weak one, he
retredted on Jaraiccjo, where he arrived on the 11th. In the
meantime Cuesta hnd permitted himself to be surprised at
Arzbingo, in the middle of tho day, and was routed, with the
loss of 400 prisonets and five guns, eecaping from total ruin
only by the forbegranoe af the Fresch,

The ineapacity of this wretched old man had at lengih
beoome apparent even tothe Junta; and they at lust removed
him from his office, and appeinted Genora} Bguia in his room.
Mr. Freve, the English ogent, was also superseded by tho

D2
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uis ‘Welleslay; but oMl the evils that misconduct conld
m%mmw 3 snd Bix Agthurs only
<haive of sty lay ld f mm to Portugel, espe-

cially 'ns the heatth wment y deberiorated, and
os—Austria belag sebjugetyd by mm the battle of Wa-
gram, Nupoleon wos again at to mtvch into 8

If is a creditablo gnd ind foot, when Victor
ontered Talevern, he trépted the Hnpliah wounded with as
wnch humanity oy tha Spanish general hail manifested crael
negrleot. Neither he nor his , Mortior, would permit
their own mon to be rélaved, hefore they haud afforded every
ossistance to their gallant fors. Viotor paid the English o
handsortie eqmpliment, but femerked that they had yet to learn
how to manage the Spanish. .

In the meantitsé the Intter wire exhibing to the world their
utter ingbility to copiend in arms with the Freneh, or, indeed,
with any olber nntion who had not leanned ths ard of thiowing
down their weapons, casting off their clothes, and 1unning
away at the sound of thelr owh fusilade. + On the 11th Venegas
was routed with grent loss by Sebgatinm, at Almanacid, whore
Lie left 8,000 slain, 4,000 prisinery, ab@ oll, ide guns and bag-
goge- At Tummanes, however, the Doke del Parqgue, in con-
junction with Wilson'd eorps, fought e galiant battls with
Marchand, who retventedl with lods. The Hnke immedintoly
afterwaxds ocpepied Sulamanes without pppouition ; bt at tho
beginving of Novembet this success was capped hy & drendtul
defeat.  Arigms, who wipersolled Venegas, having jolued
Fguis, eud being ﬂi:h at e %o&mmm. m met by
Joeeph Bonapmrte in porson, Wit Humbebing little

thim half the nuisber he had sinder his 6w command.

thote, dpicls & vout. ¥he Freutll, bésides Lilling

of their Spponents, todk wdw, 10,000

ragh ey i P P
Biwgoretd the- aymy.

i to ‘be lured into & genral Wmﬁ?m de
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Tormes, whers he vas beaten nlmast se effectually, and where
he lost 5,000 mes, half hiv artillery, ‘dnd most of his erms.
These events proved the soundnies of WyTlealey’s disoretion in
rotréating totards Porbugal, which he ft oertain he could
hold, even if his forves werp ipsaficient to drive the French
from Spain, The everts of the whole war had taught him one
valiable lesson, namely, 6o plade no peliance whatover in tho
native armies, which hed uniformly whown fhemsalves to be
rather an encumbredce than an aid,

The news respeeting the war prodused a conlict of opinion
in England. Bir Arthur Wellialey, as we now term him for
the last time, weceived a lettér from the Duke of Porland,
dated August 22, 1800, intfmating thet the king had created
him Baron Douro, of Wellesley, and Vissount Wellington, of
Talavern, and of Wellington, in the conniy of Bamerset, At
the opening, howemes, of the session of 1840, he was violently
attackcd by the Dpposition, who denounced his victories ns
# gilded disasters.” In tho Upper Honse, the new Viscount's

incipal assatlants wers Lovd Grenville, and the Earls Saffolh,
venor, Grey, and Ht. Vincent; in the Lower House, Mr.
Waid, Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. Galoraft, Mr, Whitbresd, General
Tarleton, and Sir Fraacis Bardett. The Marquis Wellesley,
who had been includted in the reprosches cast upon his noble
brother, made A aplepdid spoech in defence of his own smd
Lord Wellington's poliey. Mr, Wyndham snd Lord Holland,
though of different politicw also presounced sy unrescrved
culogium upon the newly created pable's military taleats, and
gave a sauggine opipion as fo the victory st Talavers. Even
Lord Lansdowne, while moving & vote of censure on the minis-
ters for “ rashness and igvoreuce,” paid » glowiog complument
1o the valowr asd akill which had dafeated Joseph Ronaparto.
The motiqng o, the sddress and on a-vote oF thatks to Leed
Wellington, upoy fv&ﬂch the debates were taken, wrre saffered
fo poss wighomt g dlivision ; at on the question of grewting
Lord Wellington whd his two hext heirs a pension of 2,000%
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& year, a trial of stiength took place, in which the Opposition
was beaten by n large majority.

If it wes somewhat ungrateful in Lord Wellington’s own
rountrymen to sttack the general, than whom, in all the bright
catalogue of Engla.nd’s militaty herees—or, indeed, of the illus-
trious commanders of the wholo world-—thoy could find none
that would better justify their admiration end pride—it must
be conteased that the gloomy aspeet of nftairs might be pleaded
as & sufficient reason, if not as an edequete excuse for their
ill temper. Excepting the victories of Wellington, Napoleon's
successes had scarcely met with a check; and his matrimonial
alliance with Austria seemed to be an additional elemont in his
already cnormous power. To add to other embnrrastinents, the
army in Spain was raveged by agnes, fover, and dysentery, from
which the consmander himself did not escape. On his journey
from Jaisicejo to Badajos, to which town he had shifted his
head-quarters, aud at which he received the Duke of Portland’s
letter, he was so indisposed as to be compelled to travel in a
carringe—a most unusnal ovcurrcnee, his journcys being altnost
invariably made upon horseback. The average number of
deaths per mensemn was 900. In the middle of December he
crossed the Tagus, and proceeded to the Mondego—a chunge
of air that very materially improved the heaith of the soldiirs,
1t will not be necessary to describe the sabsequent changes of
the British position; and for some time their noble commander
was prineipally employed in the harassing task of enforcing
otrder amongst his turbulent soldiers, and in defending himself
from the charges which the Opposition relentlesely heaped upon
him.

The French, during this period, found different employment
in nbjugahng tho strongholds that yot remained. In Catalonia
they met with & brave and dogged resistance. The sicge of
Gerona lagted upwards of seven months—and the endurance of
the inhabitants, whadn additiod to the conflagration nud ruin
of all their dwellinjl Were ravaged by pestilence and famine
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to o shocking extent, equals, and perhaps exceeds all that was
ever shown by a blockaded town. It even threw the defence
of Saragossa into the shade, but the townspeople werc at last
compelled to submit upon honourable terms. Hostalrich was
taken after a galla.nt defence of four months; but Las Medas
and Licride yiclded after @ msxdonce #0 paliry as to induce the
suspioion of treason, Cordova, Jaen, Granada, and Seville were
captured with scarcely a show of opposition, Malaga shared
their fate, though it made a stout resistance. All the passes,
many of which were considered impregnable, wers carried with
soarcely the expenditare of a earfridge; and with the execp-
tion of Cadiz, nearly all Spain was at Iast occupied. Albu-
querque, however, after being rendered a I time inopern-
tive by the stupid vacillations of the Jun last took the
responsibility upon himself, and by extraordinary marches dis-
taneed Viotor, who wasadvancing to the lagt named city, which
had in itself no means of defence, and must therefdre have in-
evitably fallen. The Spanish General was immediately joined
by volunteers and deserters, who swelled his troops to 13,000
men, and ho was soon afterwards reinforced by an Angio-Por-
tugucse corps of 5,000 men, and further strengthencd by an
Englsh flect which had entered the bay. Victor's intentions
were thus completely frustrated.

There being now in Spain a French army of 365,000 men
under the nominal command of Joseph Bonapavte, who was
assisted by the élife of Napoleon’s splendid staff of Marshals
and Generals, if was evident that Portagal would not be long
uninvaded. Lord Wellington having, with admirable sagacity,
come to the conclusion that the incarsion would be madein the
north, shifted his line, so that its four main poiuts shoald rest
on Quarda, Celerico, Pinhel, and the west bank of the Con, In
the south, Badnjos, Almcida, Flvas, and other important for-
tresses were garrisoned by the Portoguese. A more brilliant
arrangement for the defence df o country could searcely be de-
vised; but Lord Wellington's {alonts in this branch of military
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tactics were proved by the whole war of the Peninsula to be
unrivelled. The first confliet teok plaec in the night of March
19th, 1810, when the French attacked the line near the village
of Barba del Pucrco. The defence of twenty-five miles had
been entrusted to General Crawford, and the light division
which only numbered 4,000 men; but such was the celerity
and discipline of these splerlid soldiers, that they proved quite
equal to the task, and the French, after gaining o small tem-
porary advantage, were driven back with great loss.

More business-like operations, however, were now imme-
dintely commenced. Detachment after detachment took up its
position, andon the 4th of June, Ney had regularly dnvested
the important and strongly fortified town of Cuidad Itoderigo,
which wasdefended by a garrison of 5,000 men, and contained
about as many more inhabitants, The Governor was a brase
old man named Angres Herrasti. Ney mode a reckless and
itpetuons assault, thinking to camry the town by a roup de
smain, but he was repulsed with tremendous slnughter. On the
24th, Massena, whom Napolcon had appainted to the command
of the army of invasion, assumed its direction and adopted
a more cautious pelicy.

During the sicge, the annoysace which the bands of Gue-
rillas proved to the essailants of Roderigo was immense. ‘Lhe
thrilling incidents which ceourred in the progress of this wild
and sanguinary warfare, weve innumerable. The Spanish
brigands are essenfinlly & romantic race, and when it is consi-
dered that on this becasion their cause was that of patriotism
and religion, and that they almost all had deep wrongs to
avenge upon the lawless and brytal invaders of their country,
we can hardly, despite their crugities, entirely withhold our
sywpathies from them. ‘The most dreaded chieftains of these
mountain warriors, wmongst whom were many women, weto
Julian Martin 8icz—usually known as the Empecinado, Julian
Bancherz, and & nephew and uncle’named Mina. The ruthless
deeds of the French, and the fearfal rotaliutions of the Guerillas
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cannot bo thought of without o shudder. 'They extended oven
to the crucifixion of prisoners upon the trees.

In spite of the noblo determination of Hexvesti, who wase
reinforced by Julian Sanchez, Itoderigo wos doomed. Fain
would the English have marched to its vescue, but the risk was
too great; and on the 11th it smrendered, 60,000 men having
been employed in its investinent. Sauchez, with bis brave
band eseaped by forcing their way through the encmy's ranks.
On the 10th, an unfortunate attempt wes mede by Craufurd’s
division fo cut off a foraging party of the French, who, favoured
by the ground, gallantly resisted, and got away without suffer-
ing anydoss. A fow days aftorwards, Craufurd was obliged,
Ly an advance of cavalry, to retreat npon Almeida, an operation
which he effected sufcly, after having destroyed Fort Concep-
tion. Early on the morning of the 24th, he was attacked in
passing the Con ; and though his po:ition was a very unfuvour-
able one, he success{ully withstood every attempt of tho foe o
curry the bridge, and savod all his guns and baggoge. The
English casualties were trifling, but the loss sustained by Mas-
sena was at least three times as great. Military writers con-
cur in blaming General Craufurd for not aveiding this action,
which he might easily have donc, That it was a brilliant
affair there ean be no doubt, but while it plaged Lis detach-
ment in circumstances of great peril, it was attended by no
useful result,

In the night of the 26th, the town of Almeida was atlacked,
and on the next day was carried by the French owing to au acei-
dental cxplosion of the powder magazive, which dismounted
nearly all the guns, and killed or wonuded most of the artillery

This disastrous cvent was productive of the worst conse-
quences,  Lord Wellington hed calenlnted that the town
would havo found the French occupation il the season was far
advaneed ; but they wore now set at liberty to pursuc their
operasions without delny. Nor should the despondency which

. o
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such an event was likely and in fact did couse, both at home
and in Portugal, bo overlooked. In Lisbon and Oporto there
was o, perfect panic, and another ingredient was thus mingled
with the cup of perplexities which the British commander was
foreed to drain to the very dregs. However great Lord Wel-
lington’s physical courage, and that is undisputed, it sinks into
-iusignificance when compared with the moral daring required
to maintain his ground against his formidable foreign enemies,
and his yet more annoying assailants at home,

- Masgona continued his advance and Wellington steadily
receded. There was some brisk skirmishing between the
British picquets and the French light troops, but the English

light division succeeded in winning the ridge of Busaco. The
French army hed not made their maroh unmolested ; and the
baduess of the roads having delayed the military chest and the
artillery, Colonel Trant had mede a daring effort to seize both ;
but though he failed in this, he carried off 2 hundrd prisoners
aud delayed Masscnn two deys. This circumstance was at-
tended by momentous, regults, Massena, whilo the skirmish
at Busaco was taking phwe, was ten miles hehind, and directed
the battle to be postponed till he arrived. Profiting by this,
Lord Welliugton was enabled to bring up the second divigion
from Alva, and the fifth from the other side of the Mondego,
a8 well as to take his ground more firmly. The next morning
(the 27th) at daytreak, th¢gFrench made two attacks, une in
two columns commsanded by Regnier at Antonio do Cantara,
aud the other in three colntuns under the direction of Marshal
Ney. in front of the sonvent of Bugaco—which is situated at a
distance of about three miles from Regmer’s attack.

Regnier suceesded in throwing a Portuguese regiment into
disorder and in carrying theheight ; but was unable to support
his men, in consequence of the terrific fire which the British
poured upon the wilancing corps. Nor were those who had
reached the crest of the hill suffered to remain long victorious,
for the 45th ands88th charged a portion of them with tremen-
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dous impeiuesity, and drove them lieadlong down the declivity.

General Leith, with the 9th, rushed wpon the rest and soon

scnt them after their comrades.  Ney's attack had to contend

with much greater difficulties in the initialive steps. 'The

English artillery working with admibable precigion, decimated

the advgneing columns, and no sooner hod Simon’s brigade

gainpldde crest of the hill thar, General Ciaufurd, who had

mantbugred throughout with great skill, ordered the 434 and

52nd §icharge. A truly Enghsh cheer was the respouse, and

the Féench were hurled down the steep, and pursued far into

the valley, leaving o thick line of dend bodiex to moark their

track. Marchand had now gained a wood half-wey ug the

hcights, but he did not venture to lenve the shelter of the tices;
and Ney. having the position in person for an hour, at length
abandoned it as hopeless. A truce was granted to remove the
wounded, but it was soen bioken, in consequcnee af<the Freuch
refasing to leave o village that commanded the light division ;
Craufw J thereupon instantly ordered it {o be cannonaded, and
a company of the 43rd soon cleared it of its occnpantis, During
the whole of the day Wellington was to be soen in the hottest
of the fight, direeting the movements, advising with his generals,
aud animating his soldiers. Tho Fuglish loss was 197 killed,
1,011 wounded, and 68 missing. The French had 2,000 killed,
probally twice as many more womnded, and about 300, in-
¢luding General 8imon, three colonels, and thirty-three inferior
officers, takon prisoners, The moral value of the vietory was
ircaleulable ; it did wueh to revive the hopes of the desponding;
and the piaiscs lavished upon the admirable couduct of the
Portoguese lovies spreud o apirit of resistance widely among
their country men, who now flocked in numbers to Lord Wel-
limp ton's banners,

D*2
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The lnes of Tornos Vedras- Toruging taleuts of the Fronch~Maseena retreats to
Hantarem ~Howlt advanoes to Lis aid—Abmtive Dmecut on Audalusia Ldouli's
Buec sues—Datelo of Purpssa—Dadujos shamefally betroy ed—Soult ‘handous
Ris cxmdlmm .

Tire Enghah General eantinacd to vetrvat, publishing on his
wiy proclmnations, ovdering the inhabitun(s to desert their
homes, and destroy the suppliva which (be French might othei-
wise have found to subsist upon.  These commands wore gene-
ralty obeyed, but still Musscua pressed on, disvegarding all the
niiitay rules that forbade bix persevering in the pursuit affer
hi» deleat ot Busaeo.

Tarly in the Octobor of the preccdmg yeur, Lord Welling-
ton had 1isited Lisbon—a step which, dming lis abeence,
hiad eaused the most coergctic gissip, The gloomy prospuets
of the English wmy made it genetally belioved that his object
was to enter into arrangoments for the embarkation of his
soldiers; and some of the Puirtuguise regimenta talked openly
of scizing the fortress comv“mdmw the fort to prevent the noble
lurd from running away! Farotherwise wee his design, 1t was
to fake measurcs for the ppgtection of the eupital. The great
problem of strategists ntbggmt period was ihe defenco of Por-
ngul ageinat au overwhelming furce.  Tooking at the frontier,
this was declared by those best qualified to answer the question,

s0 be impossible; but Lord Wellington’s discyiminating eye
xﬁmemcdn niode in which the object conld be gtiained; and he
forthwith planned e cclbratod lines of Torres Vodras, whigh
are admitted by oft axuthoritics to be, without exception, tho
most pstonishing achievemont of military soience that the whole
histoty of wadl' wlxﬂher modern or ancient, can boast.

A semicircle of ﬁmug grmds between the Tagus and the
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sea were o sfronely {ortified as to be rendered impnssablo to &
foe of any conccivable strength ; and the whole peninsula ou
which Lisbon stunds was thus complotely isolated and rendered
perfeetly secore from nggression. The defenees consisted of
ten s parnte fortifieations, mounting 444 guns, They formed
two lines, the outer one, which was nearly forty miles in
extent, having 100 gous. and the inner one (about eight miles
within) 200, the 1emaindrr being disposed on redonhts along
the shore and the viver.  Though the Fiench, and, indeed, the
tratish ey had searecly hemd of these magnificent works,
nemly 7,000 labomrers had been cnployed, berides a Inrgo
furee of artillovymen and cngincers, Buiti<h and Portuguese,
in the savice of the army.  In addition to the fortifieations
erccted, monntains were searped—aivers ob tructed, in order
to render the coant, swutapy and mpacsable — trenches
dug, Lom wheb wueald intantiy miaPrxl pours withering
vollic, vn the cumy—1oads blouked up outside the lines,
and, insds, new oncs furmed, 1o as to make the interior
cominnienthrs perfect—'ridges were mined roady for ex-
plosion—and t ) graphs were ervcted ut Torres Vedras and
other pirper statwons. These weee placed under the direction
of stertn from tho fleet, which lay i the Tagus, and which
was quite sfrong cnough to defend that side of the pesition.
In a word, when the advanced guard entered the lines on the
evening of the 8th of October, 1810, and saw the rcsalt of &
yeur's seeret labouws, they were perfeetly amared at tho won-
Acrful skill and prudence which had been shown in their design
and exceution,

The English retreat, over o distance of 200 miles, was ma-
naged, with the exccption of a slight ¢oufusion at Coimbra,
with the greotest order, and without any loss, There wero
sevoral skirmishes botween the outposts on the Ene of march,
but they do not eall for notice. The lost was on tho 12th, at
Sobral, after which the English quietly fook their places at the *
posts ullotied to them. On the 14th the Trench made another
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g:ok en Sobual, but were driven bick, and t:“l;ﬂouht they
Hadily thrown up wes coptused. * Rapifily resovering
Himas}, however,” says the writer of n mometr ¥u Fhe Fintes,
“Masisehs followed oh Trisformidnble fob, reaming of little less
than & second eyvacuation of Portugal, when, to hiv astonishment
and disntoy, he found himself abruptly arrested iu hin eoumsc
by the iremendous lines of Torres Vedras. Thus cheoked in
mid career, the French marshal chafed and fumed in front of
these impregnable lines, afreid to dtteck, yot unwilling te ratire.
Here did he lie ingetive, tenaciots of his parpose, though anae
of his defeat, and eagerly watching for Yhe first advantege
which the chantes of war or the mistakes of the Hritish ge-
neral might offer him.”
The position of Massens wys in iteclf suffiviently desperate.
Behind him, his eommunioations with Spain were cut off.
Whenever he quitted = post, it was 1mmediately seized by the
Portuguese. Throd days afler Be had csteblished hospitals at
Coimbra, Colonel Trant fiom Oporto sarprised the aity, cap-
tared and earried badk with himn 5,000 sick end wounded, to-
gether with the maiine company thet guarded them. Allo-
pather Massens wos much in the dilomina deweribed by M.
Maxwell: # Ty nttack were madness—to retreat disgrasoful—
and to remam imposiblo.” ‘The “impossible,” however, was
not quite correct; for, owing to the shameful matnes in which
the Portuguess government had neglected to caary out Lord
Wellington's flireotions for the retmoval of provisiovs, the
French were enabled to linger slowg eix weeke. Their inge-
nulfy in finding supplies wak, however, greotly taxed; snd as
weffored much from disedse aitd kenger, they soom beeame
thavoughly dishenttonod. An Eunghsh brigtde conld not have
diffsted in thoir positionl 8 week; but Masens contrived to
fwlep 0,000 then and 20600 Norses for the paried named.
% Nuthing,” suys Dr. Southay, “escnped the weireh, of the French
‘woldiers. They hud bben o long wocnstorabd to plunder, that
mqummm for booty of svery kind upon
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& régular eystem, They wato provided'with tools for the werk
of pillage; and every pisce of farnmitare in which plaves of
congeplmant conld bs constrwcted they bweko open from De-
hind, so thet no valuahles eondd be hiddén from them by eny
contrivance of thet kind. Haviag satisfied themselves thut
nothing was secreted above ground, they proceaded to examine
whethor there 'was any new masonty, or if-any part of the
oellar or ground-floerhed beon disturbed ; if it-appeared uncven,
thoy dug thete; where there was no such indication, they
pourcd water, and if it were abesorbod in one place faster than
another, there they broke the earth. There were men who,
at the frsf glance, sonld pronsunce whether anything Lud
been buried beneath the soil; and when thoy probed with an
iron tod, or, in default of it, with & sword or bayonet, it was
found that they were seldom mistekep in their judgment. The
halit of living by prey, colled forth, as im beasts, a faculty of
discovering it. There was owe saldicr whose scent bacame 20
aoute, that if he approached 3 place where wino had been con-
cenled, he would go unerringly to the spot,”

The state of the British all this time wgs the perfeotion of
comfort, The defenoe of Liskon proved, in fast, the haleyon
days of the Peninsular war. The duty was light; the prowi-
sions, and even luxmies, pleutiful ; and the guarters eacddlent.
The officers had ample time to hunt, and the men to indalge
thomselves in ethlestic games. In short, revarging the usual
order of things, the besieged enjoyed every comfort, and the
besiegors every havdehip known in war.

At length Massena grew woary of walehing the Lnes of
Torres Vedras; and on the 15th of November, having pre-
vionsly mado his preliminary arrangements with extraordinory
skill, commenced a movement on Santarem. In doing this, Le
was, of course, greaily favoured by the oxtreme caution which
Lord Wellington’s position imposed upon him; for with the
excoption of the second and the light-dividien, which wore i
medliately despatohed to wateh the enemy’s mancouvres, tho
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English general had determined to koep his men within the de-
tonpes until by shonld bp perfestly satisied that e Frevich v cre
roolly rotreating, and.qet ghéempting n stratagens to alfure him
twnp bois gosis.  Masseny pousained ot Santaron soveral wechs,
his Byvea eopamiped betwoess that ity and the Zevere.
10n the J9th, Lord Welingion dind doteraiied o attaek him 4
an Riscavoxing the stretigth of his position, he gave up the
and determrined to Jet the Fronch marshal take the miti-
atise.  The sitaslion of the two armips was thes recrsed—
the Feouck being aleoont a8 naasesilable ot icast, during the
wintey mponrths, ot Sawterem, a3 the British had boen ot Torres
Voficas, A multitnde of rensens might bo urged why Massenn
was nnwilling to leave Portwgal. Not to speak of the relue-
fanco which & soldier always fools to give up an expedition os
ugsuscesaful, it must bo borme in mind that the invasion wns
little more then ¢ border foray oa a gigantic seale, its object
heing to tniso, by the glunder of Ljsbon and Opotto, supplies
of which the army ¢f Spun stood in prewsing noed. Fiom
what bas been pelated, it will ba seob that the French opera-
tions bad hitherto been unproductive ; bat there was o 1eason-
able hopo that a favourable resction might take place in the
popilar mind; or that the English might be recalicd homie, in
caso the apti-war party, 1o which the Rogenay question hed
given additionnl strength, should gain the assendant. Masscna,
howpser, was,got left entirely to his own judgment ; for on
the 2nd of Dacember, 1811, Foy arrived, efter a march
of wemendous difieulty, and brought Lim strict orders from
Dapoleon to majgtain his pesitign in Partugel, who promised
gtln the assiataneq of Boult, and, if necemsary, the army of An-
usia, i

Intimation of Bonpgrrte's wishes had bBeon many times
despatched to Bonlt, but the mesengtrn Bad one and all fallen
into the hands of the Guagilles. Just af the close of the ol
year, however, Boult was madn eware of Lis muster’s will, gnd
lowt no time in eetting out withd5,000 fout, 4,000 horse, 50
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picoes of aviillery, abd suitable equipttents, leaving Victor to
Llockade Cadig, and to defend the communieations. Xt will be
bul necersm y to wild that nesyly all the opposition ho had {0+
exporicnce wag that of the Spanishawmy, and that the Marquis
of lomana, the enly netive Genexsd who had the Shghtest pro-
tensions to militagy skill, or even bd eomimon scase, had died on
{lic 2514 of Jenuary, and the conclusion will imatediatcly sug-
gost tself to the reader thot the French Mamshal was not
much impeded in bis movements. Such was the fact, The
itent passce and bridges weve suviied with the ub-
“m QOlisenca, in which wero 20 pietes of eannon, a
Jargo sypply of provisions, und a gurrison of 4,000 men, yictded
on the 11th of Janupry at the fimt ehot. On the 26th, Bal-
Josteros wag defeated by Gamm st Costellejor «ith o loss of
A,000 men. Nme days before Boult lad crossed the Gevora
unperceived with 5,000 infantry and 2,008 cavolry, end fallen
upon the Spaninrds, who were more than twice as numerous.
In a very littlo tune the latter wero alinost atmiliilated, [Eight
thousand misoners, melnding General Virues, were taken, and
offly 1,000 cacaped, half to Campo Mayor,and half to Badajoy,
ndisubel and Carcre ran eway as soon as they swore aware
of the attack. Nordid the Frensh successenrest here. Hoping
fo profit by Seult's abeence, an exccedingly well-devised descent
upon the Apdalusian coast was planned; but being cntrusted
to Lord Blayney, o nobleman whoke comage was 1endeied
¢less by his wnorance, it signally falled. Un the Sth of
reh another victory wonld have been added to the Ret of
Frcnch tiumphs, had it not been for the unparalicied gallantry
of Bratish soldicrs. The two gererals that held Cadiz agninst
Victor, namely, Lieutenant-General Graham, & very »eteran in
aims, who was afterwards erested Yoed Iyndoch, and who
commandcd the British, end Dan Muikel dé Lapena, who
commanded the Spanigh, had devised « {ian to raise the siege,
m pursuavce of which they shipped 14,000 ‘%rosps, noarly e
thud ol whom were British, proposing to lard at Tarifa, and
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then marching back on the city, to take the foe by surpriso.
They did not, however, sncceod in disembarking where they
intended, bt were driven to Algesires. A Genoral Graham
had given up the command to his colleaguo, Lapena led the
ormy by an unnevessarily lengthened route to the hoighte of
Barrota, where the woaried soldiers suddenly found themselves
in the presence of the enemy 4 for Vietor, having becomo aware
of the ghipping of the troops, hnd taken a corps of 11,000 men,
the élife of his army, to watch the approach of the alles.
After p smart skirmish Lopena cffeeted a junction with Zayns,
another Spanish general, énd the whole srmy then took up
a good pbsition on Victor's Jeft. Lapena, however, did not
appreciate the advantage of lus ground, bul in spite of Lis
collenguc’s entreaties to hold Bariosa, ordered him to march
through g pine-wood on Bermoja. Scarcely had tho British
commander cntered the wood when Le waos astounded to sec
the Spanish quitting the hcights. Viator, who Iny concealed
in the woods of Chicklana, iustantly seized the ground the
Spanisde had so absardly quitted, and captwed Lapcnn’s gans
and bagzage. Graham saw that if the Ficnch were allowed
to hold the position which his colleague’s mlatuation had given
him, nothing could save the slhes from dcstiuction; and, dis-
regarding the numerical odds as well as the superiority Victor
possessed in having fresh troops, he determined on an attempt
to win back the heights.

“ Now tLe cannon’s awful breath
Baieams the loud halloo of Death !
Andthe dium,
Angd the diwm
Boats 8o loyd P

Boldly, however, did his men charge up the steep ascont, nci
ther heeding the multitude of their foes nor the {eusible fire
Whick ted every second man of the adsancing columns.
‘At last the F‘runci:"gavo way, but not before “two of then
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most gallent generals had fallin mortally wounded ; and after
an wunsuceessful ettempt to vally they had been deeisively
jouted. Their loss was 2,000 killed and wounded, an eagle,
six guns, and 438 prisoners, including iwo general officerr, one
fic1d officer, nino eaptuins, and eight subalterns. The nglish
casualties amounted to 202 killed, and 1,040 wounded, or more
than a fourth of the gallant band engaged in the action.

The disgust which Lapena’s treachery ereated (for he never
came near the fight till the ficld was won) can be readily con-
cetved. Tt was brought to ita (limax when the cowardly
Spautard actually claimed the victory, nud ascribed the failure
of the expedition to Graham's misconduct; but the ntrepid
old man was amply rewmded by the complimentary letter of
Lord Wellington and the flattering and wwanimous voies of
thanks which were given him by both houses of the Fnglish
legislature.  Of course be was unable to follow ap his advan-
tage, and the victory, however brlliant, was useless.

On the 11th, the important and strongly-fortified town of
Budajoz was betinyed to the ¢nemy by the infamous Jose de
Inaz.  Ile had a gurison of 83500 men—almost equal to
Mortur's corps, by which the place was invested ; he was well
supplied with ammunition and provisions; he knew Massena
way 1etreating, end that Wellington was coming to Ids 1elief.
The scoundrc} read the leiter oontuining this information,
handed it over to the enemy, and opened the gates of the town.
An inquiry was aftciwards instituted into this affair; but 1t
lasted longer than the war, and the fraitor eseaped. The foll
of this town was buury news for the English, bul it was the
termination of Soult’s expedition, for he immediately returned
to Andslusia, having, with a corps of 20,000 wen, taken three
mnportant towns und cnptured or desiroyed 22,000 Spanimads
- all within two monihs,
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Fifth Campa n—~Massena vetreats—Afaira at Pombal, Redinhs, Cazal Nova,
aud I'os d'Aronce—>soenduct of the I'orfupruese (lo.cinment~ lord Wel-
lngton's Memorandwn on the PaninsnlariVar— At ocl) s of Masseni’s Armvy -—
Insubordingtion pfhis Officers—Ls i¢inon from Guardaand the Uoa— Kvacuates
Portugal--Affair ab Campo Mayar--Attempt on Badajor— Rattle ot Fuentes
d'Onorno—Eecape of the Gariiren of Ahnmda—The Sicge of Badajoz aban-
doned—Battle of Altmera—Afiuir at Usagre—Improved state of opiion st
bome.

WE must now retrace our steps a little, and return to the lines
of Santarem. Faminc, sickness, and disaffcetion were daily
rendering Mussena’s ground less teunble; and a considerable
reinforcoment of British troops baving arrived on the 2nd of
Maroh, ho detcrmined wpon an immediate retreat. On tho
night of the 5th he commenced his iarch, having, as e had
previously done in quitting his position Lefore the lines of
Lisbon, made & number of masterly manccuvres, to conceal his
intended movement. The following morning, Lord Wollington
advanced in pursuit, and hang closely on the rear of the French,
who had chosen the rouie of the Mondego.

A number of dashing affuirs took plues on tho road, but it
was not till several days had elapsed than any scripus opera-
tions conld be commenced, The cuemy, who attempted to hold
the ancient castle of Pombal, was driven thence by a corps
under the command of Six Willinm Erskine and Major-General
Slado. Night came on bofore the atiack sould be followed up,
agg the French retired under cover of the darkness. The
next day they had taken gp e strong position between Pombal
and Redinhaj bat they were attackod and driven from tge

wJeights, with the loss of many killed and woundod, and some



CAZAL NOVS AND 104 D'ARUNCI, N
. W

prisoners. On the 15th the British came up with them again
at Condeixa, where they held a very strong position; but
Wllmgton immediately despatched Picton with the thud
division towards the ouly road epen to thom; and they loft
Condeixe, eneamping at Cazal Nova, three miles distant. The
¥nglish General lost no time in commauniceting with Coimbra,
wiich was still held by Trant, and made prisoners a detach-
mcnt of French cavalry, which was upoh. te road. On the
14th, 8 flank movemont wag also made on Caxal, by which the
encmy’s formidable position wag tmined, ond they were driven
fiom ull their posts in the mountnins with considérable losa,
Mivena himeeif had a nariow cscape; but, by teking the
fiathas from his hat, he managed to avoid being made mi-
sonci. The ¥rrnch wete now obliged to relrcat by the route
of Ponte da Muwcella; »o that C'oitnbra and Upper Beira weio
saved fom their ravages  This was o boon to thoso distric’s
of no mdinmy character, for the atrocifies of the Fiench fanly
“out Ilceroded Hered,” and thiew their former buDatitics into
4he shede. The army bad ne povisions, and was of course
oblizid to subsist upun pillage, which was accompanied by
almost incredible caur Hics.

Another nilliant affair occurred at Foz d'Aionce, where
Welhing ton suddenly dutormined to attack the left wing under
Ny, with part of Prctonr and Nightingule's divisions, "The idea
was most succossfully canied into effect.  The eneniy was
obliged to quit all lus strong positions on that side Ceira, with
consideiable loes of men, bagpage, and ammunition. The Ficach,
however, destioyed tho bridge~—a chcumstance which, added to
the fatigue of his troops, and the want of supplies, induced
Lord Wellington to halt. This last canse, indeed, operated as
u sorious impediment to the British operations : for the Poitu-
guese Government provided nothing for their troops; and as the
country throngh which (hoy marched was exhausted, the poa fel-
low smiust have perished of sheex fumine, batforthe compassionate
assistance of the Euglish, Asit was, therc wete not wanting
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cases in which soldiers d;d actunlly die of bunger, The Porta-
guese proved themseclves to be, in several particulams, little
better than their notable ncighbows the Spaniaxds. What
will the reader think of & country, the Government of which
denied its brave defonders lodgings in its capitalP and instead
of findiug them provisions, prefecred grave accusations against
them for sntting five-wopd ¥ Or what disgust will not the con-
duct of tho Conde de,Castelle Melhor oxcile, who actually com-
plained of the British army for ontling down olive trees on his
estate, which lay within tho lines of Lisbon, to mske the do-
fences by which that estate was preserved fiom devastation,
and his persvn from violenes ?

Behaviour like this might well justify the complaints as 1o
expense which the Finglish Cabinet began to atter. Lord Wel-
lington, on the 2nd of March, submittcd & most valuable letter
to Lord Liverpool on this subiect, In answer to the statement
that the campaign had gost nine millions, his lordsbip showed
that the Portugueso subsidy--the expense of having tho tropps
in the field abrond, instead of in quarters at home—the expense
of proguring specie, and the additional price of somo articles of
vonspmpiion puichased in the Peninsula—in fact, that all the
extra charges on acoount of the war amounted enly to three
nillitns.

«J shall bo sorry,” wrote Lis lordship, “if Government
should think themselves under the neccssity of withdrawing
from {his eountry on account of the expense of the contost.
From what I have seen of the objeets of the French Govern-
ment, and the saorifices they make to accomplish them, I haye
ni deubt (hat if the British army were for any reason o th.h-
draw from the Peninsula, ond the French Government were
vélieved from the pressuve of military operations on the con-
tinent, they wonld inour all risks to land an army in his
Mejesty's dominions. Then indeed would his Majesty’s sub-
jects discever what are the miseries of war, of whach, by the

g of God, they have hitherto had no knowledge ; and the



MASSENA'S RETREAT. 98

omitivation, the beauty, and prosperity of the oountry, and the
virtue and happiness of its inhabitants, wonld be destroyed.
whatever might be the result of the military operations. God
forhid that I should be a wituess, mnoh less an actor,in the
seene,”

In point of fact, the Péninsula contest raust be looked on in
the light of the war of the invasion of England, being fought on
our neighbour’s ground instend of our own.

Wee must now resume our sketch of Massena’s retreat,
though language would fail to pictuve its horrors, The French
army seems Lo have been a sort of fiendish incarnation of the
¢ gbomination which maketh desolate” Tts sourse was murked
by o broad trail of smouldering dwellings. The towns of Re-
dinha, Condeixa, Miranda de Corvo, as well as all the villages
they passed, were burnt o the ground. The convent of Alco-
baga, the most ancient, the most splendid, and the- richest reli-
glous house in the country—the mausoleum of nearly all the
kings of Portugal —was sacrilegiously plundered of all its
valuables— that is, its gold, silver, and precious stones—and
the. wantonly demolished. Its priveless library, its imiportant
1ecords, 3ts ywonderful relios, and its inestimablo works of art,
were doomed {o destraction, *They brake down the carved
work with axes and hammers,” and what escaped their ruth-
less hands the firc conanmed. The glorious edifice of Bataha—-
the huial place of Joam I, its 1llustrious founder—was dese-
crated in a similar manner; und (he body of Joam himself was
torn from its shronded rest, and treatcd with overy indignily
that an irreverout fancy could invent. But all this will give
but g faint iden of the French cnoimities. In the district or
Leyria, the population was reduced from 48,000 to 16,000 ; and
in the sub-division of Pombal, fiom 7,000 to 1,800, Tho owls
and the bats took possession of the deserted houses of Santazem,
Wolvcs and dogs that knew no swners, preyed on the dead 1n
the strecls of Leyrin. The wrotched suivivors tcd on boiled
grass, seasoned, wheie they conld obtain it, with the brine and
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scales left in fho baskety which had conteined salt fish. The
atracities that Bugesud perpetrated in Algeira, were but o faint
re-enactment of the shoc‘kmg tragedy which Massena had per-
formed thirty years before in unhappy Portugal.

Whatover may have Leen the plaus of the French comman-
dor, they were sariously dismranged by the insubordination of
Lis wonerals. At Celerico, Noy flatly rofused to obey his orders,
and fell back upon Almeida, instead of marching towards Coria.
For this he was superseded by Loison. In the meanting, Mas-
sena had reached Guarda unopposed, and hud deterinined to
Hbld it for some considerable peripd. Guarda is situated on o
vock, in the midst of an exfeneive plain, and its site is supposed
to be the highest of any eity in Europe.  Its strength was thus
\cry great, and the positlon was an cxccedingly fine oue; but
on the 29th of March, Wellington, by means of a splcndid com-
biuation, made Mdssena hastily abandon tho place, and resurue
his flight. Slade’s pursait with the cavalry was, however, fu-
cffective, and the French escaped with the loss of 300 men.
Massena's next positiun wes on the right bank of the Con. On
the 3rd of April, Wcllingtcm sent a detachment, under Coloncl
Beckwith, across the 1iver, to attack them at Subuunl The
auangements wae slightly variod, owing to some unnooonnt-
oble aceidbut ; but after a gallunt Lght, thc encuy wds diiton
once moro from his post, with a loss of 200 killed, 800 ot 800
wounded, and 300 (including six officcrs) takoen piisgners. The
tota] loss {o the British, from the 10%h of March to the 17th of
April, was—3 officers and 17 1auk and fido killed 5 11 officers
and 136 rank and file, wounded ; oue offices (Licutenant-Colonel
Watcrs) and 4 1ank and file missing—total, 172 only. Ou tho
4th of April tho French crgased the Spanish fronticr, and on the
next @y the ovacuntion of Portugal was completed. ‘Their
losses dming their bootless expediuon had been tremendous:
Magicna had entered the country with 63,000, and hud been
reinforeed with nearly 20,000; he re-cntered Spain with an
sffective force of only about 85,000 men, His Jossos had, in
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fact, been nearly 40,000, of whom two-thirds were old and well
tried soldiers.

On the 26th, Lord Weﬂmgﬂm received the thanks of par-
liament for the hberqtion of Portugal. Subsoquently, when bo
crossed the fronjier, snd. entered Spuu, he must have’ felt
within himself that the thﬂnk! thus swerded him weye honestly
deserved, as he roso in his stirrup, and waving his hat, cjacu-
lated a prophetic farewell to that country which had been the
recent scene of his gallunt victories.

On entermg Spum. Massena, whose corpn was made up
40,000 by convuieseents and detschments, marched on Sa-
lamancs, where lie proposed to rest his' wom-out troops.
But following up his wary encmy with a cantion which no
after flush of success ever contributed to distarb, Wellington
soon found himself in a condition to attempt the recovery of
Almeida, o fortress whlch, with Ciudad Bodngo, forms the kev
of north-castern Portugal, and which iad surrendered to Mas- :
senn on his advance. He therefore encamped between fle Coa
and the Agueda, sending Marshal Beesford to relicve Campo
Mayor, and to commence the siege of Badajoz At this point,
therefore, we now commence the famous sieges of the Penin-
sula— sieges which have conferred a lasting honour on the
troops engageﬂ Campo, itself but a weak fortress, and held
by a very spiall band of gallant soldiers, under o brave Porto-
guese, named . Taltia, made a splendid defence till the zlst,
when it. surréndered on hﬂnﬁmr&hle terms; four days before thc
aid it 50 well deserved camo mp. The arrival of the British
was quite unexpected ; and the Fiench general, Latour Man-
bourg, precipitatcly abandoned the place as soon as he becamo
aware of the formidable opponent who lmd reached the spot.
As his force, consisting of three buttalions of infantry, 1,200
cavalry, a troop of horse m‘tillerv ‘and ¢ siege train of thirteen
gune, wero leaving the town, Bemsford ordered an attack; and
while vreparing for it, the Fwnch cavalry charged the 13th,
hat were driven back, and the 13th, charging in turn, rode
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foirly throwgh them, and kept up & fierce though straggling con-
flict to tho very gates of Badajoz, where a fow score of English
were taken prisoners, and a hundied more killed and wounded;
and slthough the enomy's castalties amounted to more than
throc times that number, yet a steadier attack must have given
the English & mueh more solid advantage. Lord Wellington
was greatly annoyed ut the conduct of the eavalry, and threat-
ened to sond the 18th and 1st Portugnese savalry {o Lasbon,
if again guilty of a similar picce of indisoretion.

Bevesford after this affair disposed hiy corps at Flias and
ils vicinity, and suspended his operations to enable his meu to
obtain a little rest, but he was greatly delayed by the neglect
of the Portugnese authorities to furnish t{he materials for a
bridge over the Guadians. It wes thus not until the 6th of
April that the allies had crossed. By this time, the Trench
commsandant, Lantcur Mavbourg, had sent out foraging puitirs
and obtsined o eulficient supply of provisions, On the night
of the Tth he advaneed with 3,000 infantry and 500 light dra-
gouns, and saccecded in carrying off & squadron of the 13th
light dragoons. On the 13th, the fourth division took Olivenea,
and followed Beresford to Zafra, where they arrived on the
following day. A remarkably brilliant affair lad occurred
dnring Beresford's march. At Usagre, some Yremeoh hussars,
who were out on a plundeving expefition, fell 10 with tho 13th
hight dragoons, 'The English ¢ d them and put them to
flight without the cost of o siggglo soldier, A smart pursnit
for six miles sueceeded, sgtdm Freuch Jost in killed, wounded,
and prisoners, fully 300 me.

On the 18th, latopk retired to Gasdaloanal; and {hrec
days afterwerds Louds Wellington artived at Elvas, whither
Muarshel Beresford bid returned.  On the 22nd, Lotd Welling-
ton with the German aud Madden’s cavalry forded the Gua-
diana, and went close 1o Badajoz, on which he was making
reconnaisanss. ‘While so engaged, e convoy arrived, at which
the British escort, instantly dashed. A smart contest ensued,
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but Phillippon, the governsr, makiz;g n sortie, brought it off
safely, aud Wellington lost a hundred men by the affair.

Before the siege could be proceedod with, it was necessary
to obtain the co-bperation of the Spauish armies; but the stale
of polifical affdirs was such as to ocension some delay. While
the business was pending, information was received that Napoe-
leon Lad conveyed peremptory orders to Massena th take the
field again, Lord Wollington, therefore, immediately returned
to the Agueda, leaving proper instructions with Beresford.
When he reached Ville Fermosa, ho found that the French
army, which had been reinforoed at Selamanca (o 46,000 men,
including 5000 horse, was concentrating at Ciudad Rodrigo,
Massena having published an address to his soldiers, in which
he spoke of P'ortugal as o * geone of trinmphs”—by, it may be
presumed, & figure of specch not uncommon in French dis-
patches and proclamations, Owp the 2nd of May, he left Ciudad
and marched to the relief of Almeidn. Weliington, however,
had chosen a position, though a somewhat dangerous one, al
Fuentes d’Onoro, n picturesque village on thoe banks of the
Dos Casas, where he intended to give him battle. On the
3rd, the envmy formed on the right of the Tdos Casas, and in
the afternoon Lojson made a furious attack upen the lower part
of the villago, and though it was gallanily repelled, the enemy’s
cannonade was 8o heavy that the ground was gradually yielded,
but Colonel Cadogan, charging bravely with tho 7lst, cleaved
that, part'of the village of which the Fronch had obtained tem-
porary posséssion.

Night put, an end to the contest, The next d#y was spent
by Massena in making a reconnarssance, and on the 5th he re-
commenced operations by storming the neighbouriny village of
Poco Velho, from which the English cavalry were obliged to
retreat. Montbrun’s sguadrons then mounted tho plateau and
rushod -upon the light infantry, but they being sll in squarg
cxcept the 7th division, were unassailable exocpt that devoted
band (the 7th), which was much cut up before it could form.
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Wollington’s situntion was now one of immenss peril, but con-
fident in his men, he resorted to an expedicnt, in itself a master
stroke, but in which the slightest mistake would have been
fatal. It was to abandon his only way of retreat, the bridge of
Sabugal, and throw back his ountflanked right wing to a right
angle with its original position. In executing this movement
the outsids flank had to traverse a disvance of four miles, sur-
rounded by the terrible cuirassiers of Montbrun and impeded
by the multitude of camp fellowers who crowded the plain.
The least error or faltering would havs involved the field in an
irremedisble and disastrous co..fusion ; hut the steadiness with
which the mancuvre was performed by the English soldiers
fully justified the trust their gollant commander reposed
them. Whon the movement was completed they presented a
front which the boldest might have hesitated to attack. Mas-
sena did, howeves, assail it, and that wilh tremendous fury;
but he failed to brenk Lord Wellington's lines. At one time
indeed, his troops had succeeded in obtaining e footing in tho
upper village, but it was only held for an instant. Colonel
Wallace exclaimed to his regiment. “ At 'em eighty-cighth 1"
and his men supported by the 71st and 79th, rushed on the
foe with a terrible shout, and the French were hurled headlong
from the village.

This terminated the battle: Massena cncamped for the
night, and the English throw np some worka to defend the
ground they had so bravely held. The 7th of May, however
passed quictly, and on the 8th, Massena retreated towards
Roderigo. Never was a more creditable victory. There were
only fonr English divisions engaged, and they were in every
arm much inferior—numerically speaking—to theirantagonists
In cavelry the disparity was most remarkable, and the British
horses were in very ill condition owing to the bad forage on
which they had lately been kept. Our losses were 11 officers
and 224 rank aud file killed, 81 officers and 1,143 rank and
file wounded, and 7 officers and 310 rank and file missing. The
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French casualties are variously given, but their probable
amount was at least twice as many. Massena with the charace
teristic mendacity of his fellow marshals actually claimed the
viotory; but the fact that the relief of Almeids, for which
he had set out, was givon up, completely praved the false-
hood of the boast. Wellington during thoe whole of the two
days displayed consummate ekill and tact, but it is said by
military ciitics that his opponent conducted hLis battle with
incredible lack of judgment.

Very greatly, however, to Lord Wellington’s surprise and
chagrin, the guirison of Almeida contrived after all to effeel
ils cscape. The gevernor was General Brennier, who, as the
reader has alveady lcarnt, was mado prisoner at Vimiero, buti
who was afterwards Sxchanged for an English officer then in
the custody of the French.  Ascertaining the fate of Massenu’s
cexpediticn to his afd and finding his provisions runniug low,
he commenced destroying his guns and the defences; which he
managed to do witli so much ingenuity as to keop his besicgery
m total ignowance of his operations or plans. About midnight
on the 10th he blew up the mines he had made, and sallying
forth with his men (who were about 1,490 in number), he was
cnabled aftor sustaining severe losses in killed, wounded, and pri-
soners, partieularly at the bridge over the Agueda at Barba de
Pucrca~ to join his countrymon. This unlooked for and pro-
voking occurrence is to be referred to the carelessness and
falec sccmrity of Genoral Campbell, to whom Lord Wellington
had entiusted tho blockade. ,

After the hard won victory of Fuentes, Lord Wellington
made a hasty journey to Elvas; Massens, Ney, Junol, and
Loison, also quitted {heir army, which was loft under the coin-
mand of Marmont, and returning to France. At Elvas, Wcl-
Engton reccived some very important intelligence from Maishal
Beresford, whom he had left to conduct tho aiege of Badujor.
The Mmshal having heard of the rupid approach of Sonl,
abaudoned his operations against that town, and after o con-
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sultation with his Spanish colleagues, determined to give the
French goneral hattle at Albuera, on the 16th. The allics
slightly outnumbered their opponeats ; but fully e half of their
army consisted of the worthloss Spaniavds, with whom, as Lard
Wellington has remarked, it was impossible to mancuvre, the
only thiog they were eapablo of, when they did not ran awuy,
being to stand stitl. The vemaining moiety of Beresford’s fuice
was nearly half English and half Poriuguese, The fight was
one of the most tremendous and bloody of the whole war, but
it ended in the discomfiture of Spult aud his aymy of vetcrans,
which in cavalry and arlillery was vasily superior to the gllics,
Beresford was guilty of o fow crrors of judgment; which, how-
ever, were amply atoned for by the dauntless bravery which he
mamfested during the whole conflict. “Blako, the meapabls
commandor of the Spaniards, on tho other hand, comumitted
muny serious faults, which greatly impurilﬁd the battle. The
casualties «n both sides woere awful. In addition to 500 Germans
and Portuguese, and 2,000 Spunish, killed, wounded, or missing,
the Tinglish lost out of 7,600, no fewer than 4,407 The French
Lad 8,000 put hors de combad. It was at this battle that Soult
made the i1emmk which has hecome proverbisl of Biifish
soldiers.  He is repoited, to have snid, “ There is no beating
thosé troops in spite of their gencrals! Ialways thought them
bad soldiers, and now I am sure of it; for I twrned their right
and penetratod their contre.  They wrore completely beatcn ; the
duy 1was mine, yeb they dul not knww %, and wouid not run.”
The honour of the victory, however, according to Alison,
belonged to 8$iv enry Hardinge, the personal friend of Wel-
lington, wha, at & moment when all secrmod lost, boldly took
upon himsclf the responsibitity of veuturing another throw for
vietory, by ordering the advance of General Cole’s division on
the right, and bringing Abercrombie and his reserve into
action, Prescing forward to the post of danger, they recovered
the gans that had been captured, and dispersed tho French
Tnuspts:, "As they camo near Gerard's infantry thoy were re-
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coived with a drendful fire; Colanel Myers was killed; Cole
himeelf, and Colonels Ellis, Blakcney, and Hawkshaw, fell
badly wounded ; and tho wholo brigade “ staggered by the iron,
reeled like sinking ships.” “ Suddenly recovering, however,”
says Colonel Napier, in sérains of sublime military cloquence,
“they closed on their terrible enemy 5 and then was seen with
what strength and majesty the British soldiex fights. In vain
did Soult, by veice and gesiure, pnimato his Frenchmen ; in
vain did the hardivst voterans, extricating themselves from the
crowded column, sacrifice their lives to gain time and space for
mass to open out on such & fair field; in vain did the moss
iteelf pear up and fiercely siriving, five indiscriminately on
fiiends and foes, while the horsemen, hovering on the flank.,
thicntened to eharge the advancing line.  Nothing could stop
that astonishing infantry. No sudden burst of undisciplined
valoar, no nervous enthusiasm weakened the stability of their
order; their flashing eyes were bent on tHe dark columns in
thewr front; their measured tread shook the ground; thew
dreadful volleys swept away the head of every formation ; their
deafening shouts overpowered the dissonaut crics that broke
from all parts of the twmultuous crowd, as fool by foot, and
with a horiid carnage, it wos driven by the incessant vigour of
the attack to the furthest edge of the bill. 1a vain did the
Thench reserves, joining with tho struggling multitude, en-
deavour to sustain the fight: their efforts only incrcased
their irremediable confusion ; and tho mighty mass at lenglh
giving way like o loosencd cliff, went headlong down the
ascent. The rain flowed after in stresins discoloured with
blood; and 1,600 uyawounded men, the remuant of 6,000
unconquerable British soldiers, stood triumphant on the fatnl
hill.”

Soult immediately rotreated with his roufed forees, still a
formidable army ; and after o brilliant cavalry affuir at Usagre,
Beresford's advanco terminated, and General ITill having ecome
ovoer from Fingland, took the command, and Beresford re-
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turned to his post in Pertugal, where his services were in-
valusble. .

By this time Lord Wellingten had also trinmphed over his
English opponents. So palpable had been the effect of his
Peninsular victories upon the prestiys of Napoleon, that the
‘Whigs began to perceive that the war had not been a profit-
less expenditure of blood and treasure, but that it was most
materially weskening the power of the great bugbeer of Europe.
Many of the lending members of the Lower House repudinted,
without hesitation, their previously expressed sentiments; and
Mr., Whitbread had a.etug,ﬂy the candour, or rather the mag-
nanimily, to write a recantation of his former errors, to Lord
Wellington himself. Thanks were voted by both houses to his
lovdship, and his opinign now began to have its just weight,
not only with the ministers, but with the English people at
large. This was 4 most beneficial change, for had the conduct
of thé war been urreservedly committed to his lordship from
the first, it would undoubtedly have boen much shortened, and
the ultimate cost much lesd £han proved to be the case. The
great fault of England hnd been in wasting her resources in
small efforts, instead of concentrating them in operations more
worthy of ‘her great name, and morc likely to be successful.
The Cabinet had devised, about this time, o number of descents
upon the Spanish coasts, but having happily submnittcd them
to Lord Wellington, he so earnestly protested ugmt them
that they were immediately abandoned, -

“ By this time,” to quotg.the emphatic lenguageof the Zimes,

« the repeated victories of Welﬁngtm and his colleagues had
raised the renown of Brifish soldiers to at least sn equality
with that of Napoleon's veterans, and the. inegmparable effi-
cicney, in particular, of the light division was acknowledged
to be without a parallel in any European service, But in
those departments of tho army where exccllence is less tho
resnlt of intuitive ability, the forces under Wellington weer
still greatly surpassed by the trained legions of the Emperor.
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While Napoleon had devoted Lis whole genius to the organi-
zation of the parks and tiains which attend the march of an
army in the ficld, the Buitish troops had only the mo.t imper-
fect resources on which to rely. The enginecr corps, though
admirable in quality, was so deficient in numbers that com-
missions were placed at the disposal of Cambridge mathema-
ticlans.  The siege trains were weak and worthless against the
solid rampar{s of Peninsular strongholds, the intrenching tools
were 50 ill made that they snapped in the hands of the work-
men, and the art of sapping and wining was so little kuown
that thls branch of the sicze daties was carried on by draughts
from the vegiments of the line, imperfectly and hastily instructed
tor the purpose.  Unhappily, these results can only be obviated
by Jong foresight, patient training, and costly provision; it
was not in the power of a single mind, however capacious, to
eflect an instuntancous reforni, and Wellinglon wag compellead
to supply the deliciencies bysthe Lest Dloud of his troops.”



CHAPTER IX,
18111812,

Fifth Campatem wntmued—ﬁeoond Bicge of Budajoz--Blege converted into a
Plockadu—Boult andl Marmont separaie—Affair «t k1 Badon - Gallant exploits
befure Ciudad Raderigo, and st Arroyo de Molinos—Spanish suceesses - ~ixth
Crnpaign-—Biege and Capture of Roderigo—Lord Wellington created ap Earl
—Other Hoponys and a Grant of £2,000 per annum conferred upon him.

THY: next operations in‘which the British commander engaged
was anothér siege of Badajoz. It was alsolutely necessary that
this town should be reduced without delay, as within o very
short timo e might expeet a combmed attack from Soult, who
had greatly reinforced his army, ahd from Marmont. Several
days were lost in making indispensable repairs in the sicge im-
plements; but on the 3rd of Jime, batterics were opened simul-
taneously on the cnstle, and on'the Tort of San Christoval,
which stands upon.an emivence on the left side of the Guadiana,
and about e quartér of a mile from the town, which it thue
commands, ‘The operntions were conducted uuder cvery dis-
advontage. The cannon, which had been brought from Elvas,
was old and bad; nor were the stores and engineering tools
much better. San Christoval was attempted to be carried again
and again without success; and ‘at length the movements of
the French armies, toge er with the fact that ammunition was
growing scarce, inducejgiLord Wellington to raise the siege,
thongh the blockade wamqglll continued,

Bpeneer, who held Almeida, had proeeeded to destroy the
defences of that town, and to retreat in safety in the face of
Marmont's army. Wellingfon had taken up ground at Al-
buera, in the ho%fmcmg Soult to give him battle before he
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conld be reinforced by his colleague but the French Marshal
declined doing so.  On the 17th, the allies re-crossed the Gau-
digna to Caya, and two days later the convoye arrived at Bada-
joz, which was thus once more fully victuslled for a long re-
sistance. Wellington’s position was very judiciously chosen;
and. indeed, without some advantages of that description, .o
must have been overwhelined by the enemy, whose two Lrmies
being now combined, consisted of 63,000 infantry, 7,600 cavalry,
and 90 pieces of cannon—Dbuing, in the first arm, 10,000
stronger, and in tho other two nearly one-half more numerous
than the allied troops.  On the 24th, their cavalry-and horse-
artillery crossed the riverin two columns, the right on Campo
Mayor, and the lefi on Tlvas. The latter obtained some trififhg
success, but the former effected nothing ; and after mancuvring
the whole day, withdrew. After romuining a whole month
togethier, the French armics, which had been suppoyted by num-
berless raids upon the smrounding conntry, were forced by the
failure of supplies to separdte; Boult marched on Salamancs,
and Marmont on Truxille and Placenza. In the meantime
Bleke had made an expedition to Seville, which he hoped to
seize during Soult’s absence: but as usual, the business was
mismanaged, and it was only by extraordinary good fortune
that the Spanish general escaped to Cadiz.

As soon as the French moved away, Lord Wellington
changed his position to the Coa, and blockaded Ciudad Rode-
1igo, whxch unless speedily relieved, was destined soon to fall.
The importance of the town was too great for the French to
permit this without en effort to relieve it, and accordingly
Marmont, Souham, and Dorsepne, having united their corps,
and thus formed o splendid army of 60,000 strong, marched
towards Roderigo. They srrived on the plains near that place
on the 23rd of September, but did not attempt to take up any
position, and went away before night. The next morning,
howaever, they appeared in force. On the 25th, abont foarteen
squadrons of the cavalry of the Imperinl Guard forced in the

E 2
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out-post# en the Azava, and crossed tho river; but they were
immediately driven back, and the posts rc-established. About
eight o'elock the same morning, a column of between thirty and
forty squudrons of cavalry, and fourteen battalions of infantry,
with twelve guns, advanced by the road of Il Bodon, to attack
the English posilion, between Fuente Guinaldo and Pastores.
As soon as Wellington perceived the line of march they had
delected, he reinforced the troopson the heights nesr F1 Bodon,
and waited their attack, which was commenced by the cavalry
and artillery. Their saperior numbers enabled them, in spito
of a truly gallunt resistance, to capture two picces of cnnon on
the right, but the &th, under the command of Major Ridge, in-
stantly charged and retook the guns, which were brought
safely off. This {s the first instance on reeord of infantry in
line chorging home, and its success was most triumphant.
Meanwhile, pu ettack was made in the front, and repulsed in
a similar mauncr by the 77th; threo squadions of Mujor-
General Alten’s brigado. af the samo time rcpeatedly charging
bodies of the enemy, whigh ascended the hill on the left. The
arrival of the infantty, which ocenrred before more British could
come up, renderod 1t wise to retieat, and accordingly, Welling-
ton, on perceiving tHeir advance, pave orders to fall back on
(iginaldo.

This was un operation of great danger. for 85 an extensive
plain had to be pussed, the enemy’s henvy masses of cavalry
and artillery could operate under very favourable circmmstances,
The 5th and the (th fornied one squdre, and the 21st Portu-
guese another, aud the retrest was suppmted by Alten’s sinall
bedy of eavalry, and the Postuguese ortillery. The (wo Iutter
bhﬂ'hoqn to devofe theiv attention tv the defence of the Portu-

ese vogiment, which wes Hevvely assailed, and the other
fmquare belng thus left o itself, was chavged simultancorsly on
"three of its facos by o heavy squadron of cuvalry. Just as the
dragoons halpmached the bayonets of the hneeling front ranks,
a penling vifley, cach bullet taking clivet, strewed the ground
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with the bodies of men and carcasses of horses. The French
fairly recoiled, and rode hastily off to re-form their broken
ranks; while the allies continued safoly their retreat to Guin-
aldo, which Wellington had originally intended to have aban-
doned ; but finding it dangerous to exepute his intended ma-
nccuvre, owing to a delay which had ocourred in the transmission
of his orders to the light brigado, he strengthened his position
as muoch as possible, and determined to remain where he was.

The night passed quietly, and the next, day, instead of the
attack they had anticipated, the allies were gratified by a splen-
did rview of Marmont's iroops, who performed for their
amuscment a number of highly scientific cvalutions with most
praiseworthy precision. When it is borne in mind that Wel-
lington's position was none of the safest, and that he had not a
third of his army within reach, while the entire hostile force
was concentrated befopo him, it will bo pogeeived that his situa-
tion was not the besl posaible one o assure aperson of delicate
nerves. It was at this moment,” says Sherer, # that a Spanish
gencial, remarkable for his zeal and gullantry, aud a great
favowmite of Wellington's, observed to him, ¢ Why, here you
arc with a couple of weak divisions in front of the whole French
army, and you sccm quite at your ease—why, it is enough to
pul any man in a fever.’ ‘I have done according to the very
best of my judgment all that can be done,’ said Wellington,
#therefore I carc not vither for the enemy in front, or for gay-
thing which they may say at home,” A whale volyme could
scarcely give u clearer iden of tho English general than this
characteristic reply.

Thus the day wore on; at pight Wellington retreated about
nme miles, and {ook up a new position, in which he concen-
trated his army, and wrs now quite ready for n baltle; but
Marmont, whose mortification at having let the piey slip
through his fingers was intonse, did not attack him in foree.
At Aldea da Ponte the'encmy drove in the cavaliy picquets,
but were immediately repulwd.  This was repeated, but in the
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evening the village was given up, and was held by the French
dming tho night. On the 28th, Wellington formed his menon
thie Leights behind Soita, sbout a league behind the position of
thie previous day, and the French retired.

An incident which transpired at one of these engagements,
and which has been preserved by Maxwell, is {oo characteris-
tie to be passed over. It seems that an English officer of dra-
goons “had lost an arm in the course bf previous servies, but
though unabie {o proteet bimself, wns still foremost in the fight.
In a cavalry charge, he encauntered o French officer, who, with
arin upraised to strike him down, all at onee perceived that his
opponcnt was defenceless. Instantly the threatoned blow gave
way to a graccfal salute, and spurring on his charger, the chi-
valrous Frepchman rode into the thidkest of the fight to en-
counter satme more ubln antegonist.”

Wellington on onp cocakion narrowly esoaped eapture, boing
deceived by the similarity of the drésses of the allied amd the
French light eavalry--a resemblanee which, during the war,
ocrasioned many embarrassing mistakes.

After theso operations, Lord Wellingion cantoned the greater
part of his men on the left bank of the Coa, and, owing to the
bulness of the weather, sitkness soon began to make dire
ravages amongst his troops. Towatds the middle of Getober,
the tedivm of the cotnp svas broken by a brilliant exploit of
Don Juljan Sanchez, the Gaerilia chibef. Having noticed that
the caftle belonging to tHuigarrisos of Cindad Rodorige weto
every day dtdven out to , be formed & scheme to carry
them off. After lying in amlmh several dsys, he was at last
suespssfyl, On the 16th, General Regnaud, the govertor, with
o smoll dafirt, issuetl from the town, and cromsed ths Aguods,
to whqa Banchez and his brave compunions lay snugly en.
sean He was immedintely taken prisoner, and the herd
wos captured and brought safely to the Edgiish enmp,
wh@re it'prevod n highly acceptable mize,
¥ This efihir was the precursor of another cqually as clover,
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but of considerably mere moment. + Soslt had placed & corps
of 4,000 infontry and 1,000 dragoons under the command of
General Girard, far the purposo of intercepting supplios and
rocruits on their way to the head-quarters of the Spanish ge-
neral, Onstancs, at Oarceres, in Eetremadure, Against these
Wellingtan despaiched General Hill, whose division was can-
tonied eround Portalegre. Hill instantly marched in eearch of
bim, and on the 27th halted at Alcuesear, a village within four
miles of Arroyo de Molinos, where Girard hed stopped, litile
dreaming of tho surprise in store for him. Abowt two d’¢lock
the next morning Hill set out for Arroyo, where he arrived
about seven, and startled the Fronch with the appropriate air,
# Hey, Johnny Cope, are ye waunkin’ yetP” The English only
lost 7 killed and 63 wounded, while they captured nearly 40
officcrs and 1,400 men, besides killing and woundisg 600 more,
For this clever enterprise, the Order of the Bath was bestowed,
on the recommendation of Lord Wellington, upon Ganeral
Hill. Nor did the French disasters end here. On the 1st of
January, Sir Rowland Hill quitted Merida, to atteck pert of
the fifth corps, at Almendralejor, upder Drouet. The French-
man, however, sbandoned his magazines, and retired to Llerna
g portion of his resrguard being worsted at Frente del Mastre,
and losing neariy fifty men. Whilst Soult was directing all
ki attention to Hill's movements, Ballpsteros had oollected a
lerge force, and hod begun to embarrass the communications
between Cadiz and Malags. GQodinot was ddspatched to dis-
perse hir troops; but the Bpanisrd retreatod to Gibreltar, where
he was oul of danger, Godinot, therofors, retreuted, and Bal-
Iasteros in his turn advanoed, apd sucoeeded in routing @ French
corps, eommanded by General Bemelo, at Bornos, Godinot's cha-
grin was so geoat, that ke committed snicide soon afterwards,
Delighted with Ballastervs' conduct, the British Govern-
ment gave him some English troops with which to garrison
Tarife. Accordingly 2,600, helf English and half Spanish,
under Colonel Skerret and Genernl Qoupons, oconpied the fort,
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where they were not long left unmolested. On the 10th of
December, General Laval, with 10,000 men and a heavy siege
train, appeared before the place, in which & brench siaty fect
wide was soon made. On Now-year's Day, a tremendous as-
sanlt was gallantly repulsed by the 47th and a bady of Spani-
ards, to whom the defenos of the breach had been cenfided. On
the 4th, Laval retired, his casualtics having amounted to more
than 1,000 men, while the brave gertison of & weak fortross
only losi less than half this number.

‘While these successes were occupying the French generals,
Wellington had silently, and without attracting their attention,
settled the preliminaiies for the investment of Ciudad Roderign,
which, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, e had
determined to offcet without delay, On the 8th of January,
1812, the siege was commenced by carrying a redounbt, called
Tort Renaud, upoh the npper Teson. This was gallantly done,
with trifling loss, by thrce companies of the 52nd, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Colbonrne and Iieutenant Thompson. 'The
operations gontinned without any material occurrence till the
14th, when the enomy made 4 sortts with 500 men, in order to
take advontage of the upsoldierly manner in which the trenches
were relieved ; but an offteer of the engineers, collecting o few
of the Bnglish troops, held them in check till Grabam came
up, and-drove them into the town again, The Bre of the gar-
rison had been thyoughout charapterised by the mastrbenubiful
precision, andl the operations against the town bad thms been
geatly impeded.  Prescntly infoymation reachad the English
commander that Marmont wes cellecting a force to raiso the
sioge, and he thercfore determined upon maldug an aseaylt on
the town without delay. On the afteruoon ¢f the 14th, the
battetics commenoed breaching with twenty scven gune, against
which every piece in the fort that eould bo brought to bear
opened in acply. The cffect of this tremendous cannonade
wus most striking, By tho 19th, the breaches were practicable,
and the place was summened, bat the governor refused to sur-
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render. Loid Wellington, having rade a personal inspection
of the town’s defenoes, then ordered the guns of the breaching
batteries to be dirocted against the cannou on the rampats,
and seating himselt on the roveise of an advanced approach,
proceeded to pen o programme of the assault, ss remakable
for its lucidity and eomprehensivencss, as its author wag for lis
coolncss and imperturbability.

The 19th of January, to wen ansious for the great diama
to be enacted that might, seemed as if it would never have
passed ; timne, which heoeds alike the impatience of those who
desive and the reluctance of those who dread, brougLt in duo
course, first the deavn, then noon, and at Inst sunset, Ay dark-
ucss came on, the 1egiments of the third and light divimons, fo
which the storm had beop confided, were assembled. Taamy
soldier manncd himself for the expﬂ.ted struggle, and when
the 10ll was called, 5ot ous was mssing, o4 f{nngem of Con-
naught,” said Gencral Picton, 49 he passed his fuvquiite 86th,
“1t is not my intention to expend any powder this evening;
we'll du this business with the eold iron,"—a specch more (o
the point than the most laboured oyation, and which awoke in
cvery soldier’s Licast its siost fittjng TCRpONse-—O StLIl defer
minntion to conquer or die.

The night was calm, end the moon, in its first quarter,
afforded & dim light. The cathedral bell at last sliuck scven,
and the order to warch was given. Instuhitly the troops moved
tonards thp breuches, of which there wore two. The third
division, preceded by a storming party, under Major Manners,
ond & forlorn hopo, under Licutonnnt Mackie, made for the
greater; and the light division, with 800 volunteers, under
Mujor Geoygo Napicr, and a forlomn lope, under Licutenant
Gurwood, for the Jess. A Portuguese rigadé, under Genoral
Pucke, was to altcmpt Lo seale the gato of 8t. Jago, by way of
dinating the ettontion of the ganison. Lord Wellington's
commands wcre obeyod to the letter, and mot vhe slightest
doviation was made from the prulinsinaries he had ciranged.

n‘
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The imposing silenee Which heralded the mighty convulsion
that was to follow did not last long, Not o whisper till now
had been breathed , Gut & sudden shiont pn the right of tho ine
announced that the attack was now disaovored. A $remondous
cheer pealed through the welkin, and every gun that the gai-
rison could lovel agaipet thenr foes poured forth its dendly
contents in 1eply.  The British wstantly rushed forwmd, and
thiew themselves inte the breaches. la the ditch adjoining
the greater, a quantity of shells aud grenades had been strewn,
and as poon as the storming party edyvanced they were fired-—
fortunately beforc thoy could do mach damage; and after a
smart contest, which lasted some nunutes, the breach was won.
"The d¢fenders now concentrated themselves behind the ze-
trenchmoent, and anothex scvere etruggle commenced. ‘The
lesser nedch was simwltanconaly attacked with moro decided
euccess. ‘Tho 82n4 and the 43:d guined an entronce, and that
alone would have sealed the fate of the town. Tho party n
the greator breach were in the mesn time in o most perilous
situation, but Mackie, droppmg from the renpmit into the
town, discon cred that the trench ou the right of the bivach was
out through. Re-aspendiug the huanh, where his men, exposed
to the fire of a fleld piecn and some musketry, were falling fast,
hie Jed them by this way inte the town,and drove the defendrs
to the citwdol, General Packe had also been highly successful,
having cagried » small vedan, end thes effeeted the service he
had been sent to pefum. Mackie, with a party from his
division, reached the citadel, where a number who had offcaed
a uscless opposition were put o the sword, and Geneial Barrie,
the governor, then formally gave up the city. The claim to bo
conmidered the tiker of Rodengo hag been disputed by Mackio
nud Colonet G w ood—

ot 0t allrug gub judice hs est.”

The nsual scenes of violence and debauchery which follow
a storm were not wantiug; but on the scoond day the soldiers



HONOUBS OONRERRED UPON HIM, 18

had returned to duty and diseipline, ' The, casnaltics on both
s1des were very gréat. The allics lot B officors and 169 1ank and
filu killed, 70 officers and 748 rank and file wounded, and 7 rank
and file miming. No fewer than 80 French officers and 1,500
men, an abundantly suppliod arsenal, 110 mounted guns and
Marmont's battering train, féll into the hands of the captors.
Viewed in every light, the reductivn of Ciudad Roderigo is one
of the most remarkable sieges that have ever taken place. The
shortness of (he {ime in whueh it was accomplished astonislied
the French genevals, and disconcerted them more then can be
well deroribed.  Welhington was rewaided by the Spanish
government by being raiscd to the rank of a grandee of the
fivat order, with the title of the Duque de Ciudad Roderipo;
by the Portuguese he was crealed Marquer of Torres Vedlras,
and soohr afterwards Duque of Vittorin, By the English he was
1aised to the earldom of Wellington, with an increascd grant
of 2,000/. o year. During the debate on this grant, My Oan-
ning stated that a vevenue of 3,000/ had been offored Lord
Wollmgton by the Portugdcse government, when thuy coun.
ferred upon him the title of Comte de Vimicro; that as enptain-
genoral of Spain 5,000 a year had also been offcred hith; and
7,000L as marshal in the Portugucse setvice—nll of which he
had doclined, saying, “he would recsive nothing from Spain
and Portugal in their present state; he had ohly dowe his duty
to his country, and to his countsy alone he would Yook for his
reward.”

* 2



CHAPTER X,
1812,

Sixth Gatnpaign continwed-—-Third Blege of Batyoz- The Town expta ed--Bouit
il Murwont pethie—Mi Pearovd mupdeted M Rowland 1Lh deslings the
Budie at Almulez—Lord Willington entegn Sal ~Bathumasn of the
Inh \bitapts ~Lag s wepe on the fortified Convents- Marmont advances to then
Pt S-Tnsncossial uitempt 2o opcilade thony-~ Cavaliy ehunpshi-'Lhin Farts
cyptulate, and are destipsed—a grand fe Dewm porioimed—Battle ol haln.
manca-Lotd Wellgion erentod o Marguis-~Other Honouis confeircd upon
him~Frimch reteent 1o Vallidolid apd Burgos ~Lord Wellington 4 financal
Embarresammta-+Clanstl aeeours Toro and Zamora—Captuic of Axtopga, A,
—Siege of Barsos Oastio-ford Weliugtoa's Letich 10 Lord Lisetpool~Tu
Dnghsh retreut-Vantons Melrmishes~The French retntét Madng—Cor e
s1vn of the Cumprugn,

THE next aperation of the English geneinl was against Buda-
joz. This was n more impor tant gud move formidable unde,-
" knking than cven the siege of Roderigo. The dofences of the
tosn wose of vast etvength, and it was exceedingly well sup-
,plipd wirkh provisions. Jts gairison, too, was anrple, comtisting
ag it did of 3,000 nen, pnder Baron Phillippon, Lmd Wol-
lingtoh concended hiw intentions by an eluborate stratagém. A
pow exful bistbering-txpin, suppliod by men-of-sar in the Tagps,
was shippsd ot Litbon on hourd vosepls of lmge mac, whivh
put out to aea, nnd whon out of sight v¥ land, transtapped their
cargo indo:singller . Thoeso camjed {hom gp the Tagns,
into (Le bgnt of the tr;'g At the same time, the noocssary
ringisiuos were forged ;, abd o1 Elves, which is only three
{enguen fram Badajog, 'a¢ quantily of fascines and gabions
were propared.  All, Wowever, wos done wo quicfly, and Loxd
Wellington app:ou g #o supine, that Soult was lalled futo sccu-
dity; and wh fust he took the alum, and mavched to

tesegs the {&was ton late.
On the §Bthpf Maroh, Beresfurd cyossed the Gundiana, and
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invested the city, while Graham marclied apon Llerna, and
il upon Aldmendialejog, to prevent the concenfration of
Soult’s atmny, which was before Uadiz, with thal of Marment,
which was in the neighbrurhood of Toledo, On the neat
night, he broke gionnd in front of & detached fort, enlled the
Picuring.  The operations continued withont serivus interrup-
tion till the 19th, when @eneral Vielland made a sally by the
Talovggp wote, and aitnfked the working party. The men
wers af flrst driven away in confusion, but were soon rallied;
and ina!mir turn charged and repulsed the enemy, who lost
300 men, the Dritish cosualties being half that number. To
add to Lord Wellington's gigantie difficulties (for, affor all,-his
engineciing staff was weak, and his battering train far from
e fgci), the weathor became cacecdingly bad, and on the 22nd,
the pontoon tridge which had been formed on the river was
carried away. By en effort, however, of tilily Baxen energy
and persoverance, the bridge was restored, and on the 25th,
the breaching battc:ies were opened on the fort. The enemiy,
in the meantime, strengthened their defences to the utmost;
they mined the ditches, and placed loaded shells and barvels of
combBurtibles, 1o be rolled dewn on the storming porty. They
also placed 200 spare muskels in the banquette, so that the
defenders might be enabled to fire several, one dfter the other,
without stopping to load. On tho same evening, fmmedintely
after dark, Major-General Kempt, with 500 of #ho third divi-
sion, made the attack, and after a tremendons Bglit, oarried tho
work, whith was defended by 250 men, scarcely one of whom
cscaped. A surtee was made from the town to assist them, but
it wos fmmédintely driven back agein by s dstachment placed
to prevent, suc aid.

The fite on the town was kopt up for the next ten days,
and at ladk, oh the Sthof April, two breaches were declared
prac'icable. As, however, the ememy Hhad retrenched the
gheater breach, und hud made most deterntinéd preparations
to resist the aseault, Lord Wellington ordered a third breach
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to bo efosted, which wes accordngly done the next day. Ie
theh djgposed s witack in (he following crder s—the bicach
<8 the Yustion of La Trimdada was (0 be stoamed by Major-
{doneral Oolville und the fourth drvison; end that of Santa
Moria by Lisutenant-Cplonel Harnard and the light diviaon.
Colville was also to detach pait of lue men to attack the laet
breash, which was in the curtsin petween these two  lhe
third disision waa to attempt the eastle by v dlatle, o b 17ade
«of the Afth division was also to escalade the bastion of Ht.
Vinvente, A false alarm was to be created at {be fort Paxde-
leran, and the ravelin 8t I .yne was hikewse to be attacked.
The French preparatious weve peifectly divadinl t) con
template. Chevaux-de-frise, fom.1 +f sabre-blades, weic
placed befere all the breaches, and ‘he gromnd i frepr o o
covered with shells, grenadeq, tamc ) ghraw, and otl 1+ Oy
bustibles. As at Ciudad Rourrien the mght on v W tho
stortung ‘was to be «ffeoted w. wnmsnally stall. At (4 fh
parties set out, and just as they rcgebed 113 Iy awhes, the
oppressive silerice was biol co by a solitary mne ef, wh L /1
of the British soldu ¢ acerdentelly ficd  Itwasmot anwy ercd,
bnt jost, as the forloin Lope » 3 rushing mto the diteh, a te1
nific explosjon almost anmbulaicd hoth 1t aué he weads of the
columns behind 1. Still the assatlants puesevered, and then
the whele of the fearful contryvauces which the mgenuily of
1he Fromch govarnor bad aovised, were brought into active
play, The British made many fiorce attempts, but all faled ;
and at last, the men, witely disheartened, stood stall in the
ditchi,to be shot down, while the French, pickisg them off one
) taantingly asked their victims as they fel}  why th
dﬁ?’k come ingo Badajor i
In the meantime, however, the $rd despising the starm of
ghot and lhell!.'Whieh were hurled ameng them, rastied up to
the castle and- planted the Jadders. Tor sowme tizhe the mon
wapp, bayouetid) fat as they reached the top, huk &t last
tive plicers (Tieutenant-Colonel Ridgoand Caueh of the gronp-

-
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diers, planfcd the ladders afresh and the parapet avas won.

Phullippon sent a veirforcoment, but the eastle was already

tnken ; not, unfortvnately, without the cpst of Colonel Ridge's

Lite, The Pardeleras and San Vincente had also been onptured;

but the slbnews reached Lord Wellington first. He twas just

scrding & ranforcement to the breaches when a messenger

fiom Prcton hrought an aecount of tho success of his “ fighting

Pher 4" His 1ordship smmediately reealled the men from

v aches, which at a distance seemed to be enveloped in

cmeadous biace Thay » eve soon afterwards abandoned,

¢ UE Pipponaetned to dan U"edstoval, where he smrendered

. v ¢y rd hue 1mege almost unparalielod for the bra-
v doadeneni b poved on both sides was terminated.

Huntiy of 8« 1w soldiers was ontweighed,

1y thy everes < eon L ted Ly them on the two next

why tognete he ~of Napiem “were given up to

¢ v nd desparate  wled e wlah {unithes the lustie

a ¢ wikicrs herorsn  Saunedes rwity, brutal intem-

poma wagre Inst, eruelty, an v5u . o, meks and piteouy

"t Lors, gronns, atouts, trpe ahions, the huring of fires

burtiog [ am the hoaees, the ceastimg «f doos and windows,

ad the rp 2l of muskets used 11+ o7 1 o 1osounded, for two

days and two mghts 1 the stiees of 1+ ydojuz.”

In this torrible siege the Insser on both sides wero tremen-
dous. That of fho Englnh und I'ortugucse amounted to 72
offiers, 51 serjeants, and 912 rank and file kalled ; 306 officers,
includmg Geperals Pioton, Colville, Kempt, Walker, and
Bowes, 216 sorjeants, and 3,265 reak and file wounded ; ono
serjennt and 62 xank and §le miwing. The French casnaltics
weie gbout 1,200 in kidled and wounded, and 3,500 in prisoners.
“Whon the extgnt of the might’s havoe,” says Napier, % was
made known to Lord Wellington, tho firmness of his nature
gave way for a moment, und (he pride of the couquest yielded
to a pawionato buret of griet for tho loss of his gall wt <oldiers”
—r must pmirble contrast to the snny frosd with which his
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rival behgld the festevatipn of his “food for powder.” The
English commauder's flrst carc was of course to restors oider,
tphestow his wounded in comfortablo hospitals and to repair
the damaged works. All these important matbors were soon
dope, wnd thie victery s hordly wom was thus safely secured.

Onp the 27th Lord 'Welliagten received the thanks of Par-
Yiament for this scrvice.

[ the audacigns manner fn which Ciedad Roderigo was
btormed disconcerted the Fremch geoevals, the yet moie an-
ceremonions manner in which Budajgz had been captured may
bo said to have gyite astounded them. On the Gth of Amil
Soult had reached as iar ns Iepna aud was pushing on to join
Marmont and to vpise ko sivge; hai on reeciving the news of
Wellingtou's last victory he rolurned to the last named town
~~not, however, without some loss at Usagre from an attack
by Geneial Cotton's gavalry on the 10th, Murymont had Jike-
wiso advanoed and invested Almcida and Tpderigo, but ho
also retired ngain when he perceived the failure of his concer ted
operation with Sonlt.

Lord Wellington had now a fine field of enterprise open
before him ; but so inunpable were his Spanish allics that he
daved not pursue his <nccesses, beang compelled te 1cmain and
preserve the stronglholds he had with sach difficulty won.
This was tho more proveking as Napoleon’s affaits hegan to

' grow very crifical. His veverscs in Russia rendercd it nvecs-
sary fo him to withdraw fiom his bost troops in Spain 1ein-
forcements for Ldw.army in flnt countiy, is brothar Joseph,
{00, hiegan to grow tined of plaging the king wherd be had
little powver and ran greaf piske. In Eugland, however, affuirs

ggnotL 80 Pr:eq;qnd;,ng ’l‘hadnﬁ:m mindd‘hud cugl‘crpd a

pitue into its ing By moo e 11th

#May the Prime Minister, M. Perceval, yhs n%ﬁﬂgnd i

A lobby of the heuse of paslioment, by Bellinghe, pud Lond

fiverpool took the 1¢ins gwmment 1% his sucovison,
Abgat this time Lotd Wellington was in the field again
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with the deslgn of entting of Marwout’s sommunications % ith
Soult. On the 12th of May Sir Rowland Hill, whom Le had
despatehed for the putpose -with 6,000 men and 12 guns,
crowased the Gundinna and set out for Almarez to dertroy o
pontoon bridge there, the only eva romeining on the Tagus
below Arzobispo. Im the doadt ef the night he had his troops
m motion aling the mountnin paths, and, just as moning
dawned a felse attack which Hill had ordered to be made,
comucnced, 1u the picturesque language of Napier—* pillars
of white smoke rose an the lofty brow of the sierra, the heavy
sound of the artillery ceme rolling over the valley, and the
gartirom of Fort Napoleon erowding upon the ramparts, weie
anxiously gazing at these portentious sigus of war, when quick
and loud a British shout broke on their cars, atid the gallant
o0th regiment, mded by a wing of the Tlsl, came bounding
over the nearest hills,” The nesault was splendidly snccessful.
The t1oops attacked the two forts whiclh had been built to pro-
teet (he bridge-head with great boldness, cartied them with
dashing gallantry, burnt tho bridge, blew up the works, and
utleily demolished them, Beudes a severe loss in killed and
wounded on the part of the French, between two and thice
hundved of them were token prisonais,

On the 15th of Juue, Wellington crossed the Aguedn, and
marchod on Salamanes, where he arrived on the 17th, having
mel with no more remarkeble incident on the way thun o
slight skitmish with a French plequet. Salampuca, which is
binlt upon an fmposing site, on the north of the Tormes, is the
scat of a fymous ysiversity, whith, in duys of yore, often had
at one time ag many as 8,000 native and 7,000 forcign etudents,
and is in wany other respects a tauly venerable city. Iis in-
habitants received the Faglish army with great and enthusi-
ustic demaometeations of xespect and delight, 'Well might they
for the French, whe had evacdsttd om the provious day, had
held (hy city three years, during which time they had destroyed
thirtcen byt of twenby-five convents, and twenty-two out of
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twenty-five oollegin, hesides committing isuumorable other
acts of encrilege amd oppression. Marmont, on deming the
vity, had retired to Fuente Bl Mm,kuinsmn%fmimq
41 the sanventeof San Viscente, Los Coyataion, and La Mezoed,
which the French hed been sugeged fortbe Jast three yoars
in fortfying, and which were pow, in fact, very Tormidable
wtrongholds, To carry thest wan Loxd Wellington's fitst care,
aud he immediately vommenoed eparations apainst the fust
vamed of the three. Homic delay was oceasiomed by the neocs-
sity which was found to oxist for the strival of aiege storos
fiom Elvas; but on the 19th a baitery was oponed. On the
20th the buldisg wes almest demaliched, snd ite wood werk
sot on. fire; but ity defenders hld the yuins eith incrediblo
bravery, and succveddd in guenching the flemes, The next
day Marmont mede his apprarance, with four divisions aud a
brigade of casvalry, with whioh be hopod tw.reliere the forty,
bat Weilingfoa bad takexi up a position on the heights of San
Christoval, and srrested his progeess. The 22ud was spent in
mangeuvring, Marmont, as vaual, meking some fine moves,
but gaining ve advantuge, in censequente of Lord Wellingten's
masterly counter evolutions, Tho next day bis Iordship,
though Ins gums had mede ne perceptitle improssten an Los
Cayetanos and Lo Merced, ordered them to be esealeded, but
the attompfafled, nied ke lost & brave officer, Goneral Bowes,
who died sword in hand, fir the thickest of fhe Sghkt. On the
244h, the Frengh sttacked the Garman eavalry, who retired in
g8 order belme them, sad proosesied to toess the viver; but
Grahaw, with two divisions, and Lo Marchant's savahy, also
gneping the Tormos, teok np swch » position, that Marmont
‘metraced hix steps, and thingy sewdivod in stutu guo till tho
971h, whos the Sevts capithlased, just as ovdets had been giten
for their stoxping. They werd immedintely dostroyed These
opmgtions onst the Euglsk 116 killed und 412 wounded A
W#@‘W in honour of this yacorss. was perforincd 1n
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the cathedrat of Balamunen, ot which Leyd Wellington and
most of the priugipel officeraiwere presont.
Thvl‘nmb,m the fall of theiy fouts, vetived from their
‘They Lad wiesided to huvo attucked on the 28¢h,
bt the prise, which theiempremonts were intended to protect,
hofore. their very eyon, they had no motive left to
frepiotis before Bas Chuistonal,  They did not, howsvet, yemovo
febis the noyghbauvhend, but the two aymics lny encaggped
ot together on the banks of the Douro, the men often in-
in mutusl countesies gnd eonviwalitles. The greatest
anxséty was, of conrsp, folt on hoth sides for the mext step;
‘but the armies did not.come into collision il the 18th of July,
when Mamont turned the Buglish left at Casteajon. Aseailed
by ammch groster foreey the flank retired 1w cxeellent order,
und effected their junetion with the rest of the prmy, I the
engagement that evewed, o French gencral (Do Currie), and
many other prisoncrs, weve taken, and Lord Wellington had a
narvow estape fram the sume fate. Accompamied by Marshal
Bevosford, he had ridden to the seenc of action, and was carried
away in the midst of a group of about forty horsemen who
weze hatily vetreating, and from whom be and his eolleague
found grent difffculty in sxtifeating themselver, sword in hand
On the 19th and 0¥k, the two armies, which were of nearly
equal strength, and numbered together abont $8,000 men, wete
manceuvring to take op tholr positions for the decisvo battle
that was esidently to be fought without fouch more delay.
The dey follewing the Beghsh srmy was ouge more on San
Chustoval, from which it marched seress the Tormes, as the
Tiench bad already dond. The mght wos remarkahble for o
termifio thander storm, thid oceasiened somé confusion 1u tho
DBintwh eamp by frighteving 4he horses, soyeral of which were
Lilled by the lightning. The mext dny broke begutifully fino
upop the battle ficld of Salamance. As seon as it 'was Light,
Marmont commenced his manccuvies. About two o'closk in
the afternoon he eeems to have .i;u‘med his plang, and under
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the cover ef » heavy canngnade he comunfenced a warch on the
1eft, with the intention of out-fdiking the allics, and stopping
the tood tg Cinded Rodcrigo. This was & cépstal crrots &nll

(the instant Lord Wellington peseejved the novemcut, he
ordered un atlack, Goucral Pakedhnm was &irected to turn
the enemy's loft on the heights. Pycesing Yorwasds i spite of
the fite of 5,000 infantry, the gallapt soldicg wdder hig coni-
mand gowned the heights and formed At this juncture thoy
colonc] of tho 220d fogere, sciving & musket 1éin one of his men,
shot Major Meuphy dead. The not was instantly av and
the 881k, maddened by the Joss of their officer, and at
the instont the word to chargo, rushed on the fos i;ba cop-~
Pletely spattared the demse aas by whom they wwere opposed,
slaughtering all they encountored, Ll they were compelled to
desist by sheer 44

Marmont, sensible now of his blander, immediately 1sucd

ovders to halt his movement to the left, and strovo to 10-con-

. noot Yie troops. He hwd, hewever, his arm sbaittred by a
shell, and was vhliged to relinguish the commend to Boust,
who was alsg wounded. The Fredch neserves behaved with
great steadiness, but being Bercely deailpd, in Sank by Pakcn-
ham, nnd in frapt by a divjsion under Leith, {ley were ot last
brohen. Lo Marchant's cavalry jristantly rushed upen thom,
and completed thoir disordes. The French 66th attempted to
arrest their progrogs, but they were also brokep, and slengh-
tered or made prisoners. A Lhird sogiment, which still maiu-
tuined its integyity, was pext aitacked, and shared the fate of
ity fellows. _The gallant explaste of the heavy cavalry did fot
stop by, They pétacked espthey sad haavies colemn, which,
thopgh. suppuited, by o w Tire, they ale demolished,
’&'bm%rhole left wing was, in faet, now destrayed.

A gommencercnt of the baitla the Enghsh ocpupied
one of two hills, called Arapiles, apd tho French cepire the
other, Agelnst the latter Packe’s Poitugnenc brigeds was
lannched; bup it recoilgd\from the ememy, and the amsault
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foiled. Thip brought the French p xay of hope. They et
tacked in torm, 8 ,altmh Beresford came prompily to the
assisfance of the retreating Portugucse, the enemy still ad-
vanced. Lord Wellington instanfly ordored Clinton's division
of 6,000 infantry to intgkpose, A farious cogagement foldowed;
but it was of brief pontinuance. The French faltered, gave
ground, and af fast fled. Tho battle wos now wan; bul Clausel,
who commanded their right, made & mgsterly attempt to cover
the retrgnt to the fords of Eucings and Tlucrta, and thus to
sceura the road to Alba de Tormes. The light division, part of
x h, and some other troops, adsanced to diive him from
8y ground, to which.he had withdrawn, and succoeded in
severing Foy from Muncuye; but by & byave and chivalrous
daring the Jatter managed to rejoin his connade, und favowicd
by tho dorknews of tho night, they both escaped. Bopposing
that the Castle of Alba was occupied by & Spanish corps, the
English gencral pushed on in pcrson ®owards the fords, where
he expeeted to find and to enpture the 1emuant of Mormont’s
detented armry. 8o close, indeed, did Weéllington keep to the
rnemy’s discomfited eolumns, that he was slightly wouaded in
the thigh by o spent, bullet; but the bridge at Alma being unde-
fendod, they passed the 1iver, and thus eluded their pursucrs.
At dpwa the next doy the chase was recommenced, and
before long the advanced Geymon cavelry come up with tho
Tiench rear-guard. The French cavaliy weie chagid and
dispersed, and hree regiwents of foot, bring thus lelt wapro-
teeted, made for a neighbouring hoight, called La Serne. Two
succeedod in reaching it, and fomed a square, but the third
was completely seattered. Nor did the other two enjoy 8 lang
respite; the heavy dragoons, disregaiding thele fire, charged
and broke thém, copturing 500 prissners. This was the finish-
ing blow which the victorions wrmy was enabled to give the
foe; though the light celvary and Guerilla horso, hanging close
to the Teench” rear, had several other shiumisher, and took
many prisopers; faany wore whom fatigue or wounds pre-
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vented from keeping up ‘with their comirades being mercilessly
slaughtored by the pessants. The French easualtivs huve
mever been acturately ascartained, It wopld, howeven, be
much under the to say that they lost V,000 killed and
wounded, snd comsidershly thore then, that sumber of -
sondrs. Xiaven pieces of sonnon, seviral sptmamition wigpus,
twe engles, six colours, qne gencrel, toee palpnsly, thrse
lisutenant-colonels, and 130 olher affigers, were likcevdae taken.
The Roglish loss wes aleo very great—spounting es it did, in
killed and wounded, to 8,176 Dritish, 2,018 Poctugwese, and
18 Spanish. Le Merchant, fo Lhe sinoare gri M.thiybnlo
army, was killed pt the head of bis Yui in hiy brillisut
chmge, and mahy othor penersle were soverely swounded.

On the 30th Lord Wellington entered Vallndelid, whither
Clausel hed retreated, but which be Lad aftewreids eyacuated
at his lordehip’s apwoack, and rotired to Burgus. At the
former place seventeén gwuns, and neasly 1000 sick and
wounded, fill into the hands of the English.

A few days aftevwards, Lond Weblipgton recomumenced his
march on the gppitel. On the 10th of Angusty the British
troops crossed the mountaina of Guadayesisy unppposed. *'The
only two sonsifetable French symice now temgaining were
those of Buchet ist the east, and Sonlt im:the sonil. Bnchet,
on hearing of Matmont’s defeat, hed propewed thet the French
shonld make a Pertugal of their own in Cybelomia, and defeud
themsclrcs in its fantpesses tifl aid could arpive fiom the
Pyreneos; while Soult advocated with equal watmth = retire-
mont into Andofuria wodl & codovntzation behind the Guadians.
There was Jittle time for deliberotion,” vhesyson o ines
waiter, “ for Wellington wos bat spen lds ooy, but es Xing
Joseph debpmaped from his capitéel he sent prders to Bonlt fo
evacuste Andalusidy and tle victoyons mxmy of the British,
after thus, by a single blow, elearing helf Bpain of its invadems,
made its trivmphant entry info Medrid® !

The mext day Don Carlos d'epaun was sppinted the
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governor; snd the Englich genernl at onoe proceedod to invest
the Retiro-—an ducicnt pilaeo, whichtho French had converted
into an orsenal, and hud ganisoned, previous to abandoning the
dz;’ Thouph vodaiderabl dabour had beem bestowcd upon its
defennes, théy wepe ildepigond, and the plase posseased very
little » Adectdingly the garvison dapitulated on hon-
ourable tevme, Marés than 2,000 yetevows, besitlos 4 numbes of
invalids and caxp followers, with 20,000 stand' of arms,

The prescsdings of the next month voysire buk brief notice.
Sovera] miner edvantsges were gained by the Baglish, and the
Spasiode saFeved nuother disgraceful defeat at Horisph. Lord
Wellingtom seceived more honour than would have satisfed
the most greedy of nduintion, and hed to contend with morve
renl difienlties thay woald heve ommfotnded the most mstute
statesthen. His arniy was bankiupt, and his supplios woere in
constant danger of being cut off by American eruisors. The
Bpamsh and Portugtiese governments alted with their secus-
tomed folly and ineficicpoy; their absmd conduct offering
continaal obataeles to tho sdecessfal proscsution of Lord Wel-
lington’s designs, The Cortex, howeover, did one pensiblo act.
They appointed biw gencralissimo of the Spanish urmies; and
the zegency confiated upon bim the order of the Golden Flecce,
the collar wirich thad belomged to the Infextte being presented
him by the doughter of Den lads, Donne Maria Teresa de
Bowbon., The Prince Regent, at home, also gave him permis-
sion, ps o mark of his approbation, to guarter the crosscs of
58, George, Androw, and Datrick (the ¢ Ugidn jack”) on his
cont of nrme; and, on tlm 38th of Auguit, ha was advanced in
the peerage by this title of Marguis of Wellmgion, On the
3rd of the following Necembey, he vegoived tho thanks of Pa
linmont for the babtle of Balomanca, aud on the 7th, £100,000,
to bo laid ont in the ase of londs to that value, was voled
te him &5 8 for his scrvices, and to enable him to
support 1he dignity of his peovdge.

Og the 18th of Jawe, Clagsel, who, withan arny of 23.000
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moen, had commenced a rapid. march down the Pisuerga, had
renoched Valladolid, and detached Foy to succour the fortressos
bglcngax.x:e& by the British, . That General succeeded in bring-
ingr off' the gmmons at Tom and Zamors; but Asterga, in
which were 1,200 soldiers, surrcndexed just.se the blockaders
were at the. point of roizing the siege. Guadalaxars, defended
by 500 men, was also captured by the Empéeinado; and all the
holds on the Bisteyan coast, except Guerteria and Santona,
were given up to the Partidas, who had been rendercd falmi-
ddble by the presence of an Euglish floet.

" Determined to prevent the junetion of Soait amfl Suchet
with Joseph Ronaparte, Wllington issued o spirited proclama-
tiou to the people of Madrid, apd, leaving the eapital, marched
with g strong corps aguinst Clanscl.  Ou-the 7th of September,
he reached ¥ ull;ulohd which Clansc], hosvever, kad left on the
preceding day. The French Generel made an admirable retro-
grade mow_u}ent ané on the 16th took upea strong position at
Cellada del Camino.  The next day 12,000 Spaniards came up,
and Wellm"tmx now offered battle, Clausel, hawerer, vetveated
through Bmwbs, where he was Jumm’tby Catluvelli, to Briyiesen..
On the 19£h, Loﬂd Wellington iuvested ﬁw enstle, which was
o Yortross of § immenso Hruuqth, ‘and R 7T «defendnd by 2,500
pxd.cd men uude: General Dubrefont, . Nine h,mvy guns, eleven
ficld picccs, and six howitzers and mortars lisd already becn
mounted, and Dubretor had in his possession'a great deal more
artillery and ample stores. Wellingtor's park consisted of
only three 18~pounduxs and, five 24-pounder jron howitzrs,
with o oiost meagre supva of ummunition and siege imple-
mients.  Unprowmising ds wag the affnir, Toud-We cllington dom-
menced operations on the 19th by wlndmg a-horn work on a
hill commanding the enstle, ealled the -heéights of 8t. Michael.
On the 22ud, an citempt was made to enrry flie inner line of
defeuces in o similar way ; but am.r a \'xgma.us offort, whieh
lasted a quarter qf an hour, it was given up, the commanding
officer (Major Lauric of the T0th) and half the storming pavty
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being left dead in the ditch, As theguns of the besiegers were
soon disubled, the idea of breaching the walls was abandoned ;
and the process of sap and mine was resorted fo.  On the 26th,
a portion of the wall was blown down, Au attack was made,
but the assailants unfortimately missed their way owing tpthe
darkness of the night, aud the attempt tufned out n fmhne
On the 4th of October, the breach, which had been entrenched,
was again rendered practicable by means of five guns on 8t.
Michacl’s hill, and another miine was sprung.. The breach now
was carried, and lodgements ‘offected, but the French on the
next might, and on the 7th, sallied, and oceasioned great loss.
Another atteinpt was made on the 18th, and it was at first to
same extent suoeessful; but the forlorn hope was not well sup-
ported, and this was also doomed to be a failure. The result
_@%‘lﬂmt the siege was formally raised, it being no longer safe
neglect the movements of the disengaged French army.

" This unforiunate affair, the only decideci reverse”Lord Wel-
lingtou ever met with, occasioned a most unpleasant sensation
in Fngland. In a letter to Lord Liverpool, he fearlessly took
all the responsibilitv on himself, and narrated the successes of
the caropeign a8 o sct off to his failure.  Sinee January he had
sent home 20,000 prisoners, and had destroyed or then actually
possessed 3,000 pleces of the enemy’s cannon, besides having
obtained other important advantages with which,the reader is
already familiar. MHe attributed the failure of the siege to the
niseonduct of Major Laurie, who had made none of the dispo-
sitions he had ordered, and who rushing forward like the leader
of the forlorn hope, had been killed at the commencement of
the assault; while thie programme of the storm being found by
the French on his bnﬁy, dewd it impossible to repeat the
attempt.

Ou the 3rd of October Se¢uham assumed the command of the
Trench army, which now comprised 45,000 men ; and being at
last informed by -the English ncwepapers of the real Dritish
strength, which was little more than half his own, but which
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he had imagined was much more formidable, he commenced a
sciies of offensive movements; Wellington therefore began fo
roireat. By a bold maneurre, he crossed the Arlanzon on the
night of the 21st without much loss, though exposcd to the fire
of the Castle of Burgos within musket-skot. On the 2%rd he
crossed the Pisuergs, but the French sucocoded by extrrordi-
nary marcking, in oatching the rour-guard: a smart conflict
ensued, in which the encmy was decisively vopulsed. Next day
the army reached ,the Cavrion, aver which. though the biidge
of Villamuriel had been destroyed, the French sueceeded in
passing a considerable force. They were, however, diiven back
again with great loss, On the 26th, Lerd Welliiglon erossed
the Pisuerge at Cabezon del Campo, where Lie hulted, and where
the whole French force svon arrived on the other side. when
Lord Wellington wes in his turn enabled to estimate j
stiength. ¥e immediately determined to retreat behind the
Douro, and despatched orders to 8ir Rowland Hill (o join him
on the Adaja. On the 28th the French made unsuccessful
attempts to force the bridge at Vulladolid, and at Simuncas.
At Tordesillas, thongl the weather was excecdingly vold, a
company of French soldiers, under Captuin Guingret, stripped
thopselves, and placing their clothes and arms on a small raft,
swom over, and being assisted by & cannonade, stormed the
tower at the end of the bridgo, and thus opened o passe re,
Wellington, after this gallant cxploit, instantly quitted his
position, and tuking up another on the heights of Rueda, pre-
scnted a bold front to the foe.

On the 2nd of November, the French armies of the south
and (entre united, and the next day re-entered Mudeid. Soult
and Joscph then moved on in porsuit, and Wellington was onee
more compelled to alter his plans.  IIill was directed to maich
on Alhe de Tormes, while the commender-in-chicf took up for
the tLird timo his old position of Sen Christovel. On the 9th
and 10(h the French made attempts upoen the position at Alba,
but conld make fo hinpicssion. Kour days afior, they crossed
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tie Tormes in force at Encinas, aboul two leagues above Alba;
and Wellington marched towards the Arapiles, from wlich he
afterwurds proceeded to Ciudad Roderigo, shither he arrived
ou the 19th, Napier tells us a charocteristic anecdote connctted
with this retreat. When. the troops were within a day’s
march of Roderigo, Wellington, *“Lknowing that the most
dircet road was impessable, hud directed the divisions by
another road, longer, and apparcntly more difficult; this
secmed such an extragrdigary proceeding to some general
officers, that, after consulting together, they dcemed their
commaunder unfit to conduct the army, ond led their froops
Ly what appeared to them the Atiest line of retreat!
Me e Wellington, who had, before daylight, pliced
hinm‘?mt an ' important point on his own rosd, waited
impatiently for the arrival of the leading division until dawn,
and -then saspecting samethmg of what hgd happened, gal-
ioped to the othér road, and found the would-be cotimanders
stopped by that flood which his arrangements had been made
to avoid.  The insubordination and the danger to the whole
srmy were alike glaring, yet the practical rebuke was g0 severe
and well-timed, the humilintion s0 complete, end go deeply
fult, that, with one proud sarcastic observation, indicating con-
tempt more than smger, he led back the troops and drew oif all
his forees safely, However, some confusion and great danger
still attonded the operation ; for even on this rond one water-
gully was so deep that tho light division, which covered the
rear, could only pass it man by man over a felled trec; and it
way fortunate that Soult, unable to feed his troopsa day longer,
stopped on the Huobrs with his main body, and only sentsome
cavalry to Tamames. Thus the allies retived unmolested.”
With this occurrence, the diffculties of the retreat were at an
end, and Wellington cantoned his avmy between the Agueda and
the Coa; and havi ing thas secured Partugal from invasion, he ter-
minated a campuign commenced with some of the most brilliant
victories, and concluded by one of the ablest refreats on record,
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Tnt.vetreat from Burges, as may be readily conceived, restored
the discussion as to the policy of contmmn,g the eontest in the
Peninsula. The subject was warmly debated in both Houscs-—
Lord Wellington being ably defended in the Upper by hie
noble brother, the Ifarquis Wellesley. Nor did he want sup-
porters in the Lower; for, in fact, the tone of the compluints
uttered everywhere were now very different from what had
formerly been the case. The blame was no longer thrown on
hitn, but upon those who really deserved it, namely the nuuis-
ters, who hadl neglected to supply him with the means of pro-
seeuting the war with due vigour. There is no doubt that,
had they afforded bim an opportunity of following up his vic-
tory at Salamanen as he ought, the expulsion of the French
from Spain would have been much saoncr aecomplishied.

The vomduet of the army since the investment of Burgos
bad given Lord Wellington ‘the liveliest dissatisfaction. A
frightful spirit of xnsubordmmon had spread widely, not only
amongst the men, but amongst the officers also, The casualtics
which may be honourably nccounted for from the investment
of Burgos Castle were little above 3,060 men; but nearly 5,000
mare were lost during the retreat, owing fo their own miscon-
duct. They were accustomed either to rtraggle away from
their comrades in search of plunder, and so fall into the hands
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of the Fronch, or were found by their foes drunk in wine-
cellars.  On the 28th of November Lord Wellington issued a
circular, in which he bittely reproached the army with want
of discipline, far greater than could be palliated by the un-
avoidable hardships of the case ; and uttributed the fault to the
neglect and inettention of the officers, particularly of the cap-
tains and subalterns; by which 'the soldiers had often been
exposed to unnecesgary discomforts. 1lis lordship then sct
himsself industriously to work (o re-organise his forces. From
BEugland he had received assurances of liberal supplies and
reinforcements ; and having placed his army in the best quar
ters he could obtain, he proceeded to see that a better discipline
v.as carried out. But while thus bent on improving the morale,
he did not negleet the physicale of his wen, but took sedulous
carc that they were properly exercised and inured to marching.
e also submitted to the Cortes g paper, deted December 4th,
as to the 1¢0-establishmaent of order in the Spanish armics, which
were inceleulably worse than the English.  Ballasteros highly
resented his complaints, but the Corf(*s deposed and banished
him, wnd appointed in his room Viraes, who immediately ad~
vanced into Lo Mancha; but as Soult had slready reached the
Tormes, the mischict wes done.

Avuiling bimself of the inactivity necessarily consequent
upon the winter scason, Lord Wellington visited Cadix, whither
he arrived on the 21st of December, and was received with truly
Spanish pomp. From thence he procecded to Lisbon, where
he was treated with equal distinetion, 1lis object was, to
cufuree in person what he had alrondy wrged in his letters. 1o
retwned 1o bis head-quarters on the 25th, and proceeded with
his meusures of veform, Very unpopular they were, but most
salntary in their results,  Every abuse was mercilessly dengged
to the light, and the offouders received full justice. The equip-
mqnts of the army were repaived and completed; many valu-
able improvements which last year's experience had sngpested
being introduced.  'The British Governmeunt, encouraged by



189 ‘ LIFE OF WELLLINGTON.

the disasters of Napsleon in Russia, sent ever reinforecroent
after reinforcement, and when Lord Wellington recommenced
active operations, Le was tho commander of 200,000 men —the
finest foree ever directed by an English general. The Spanish
armies had boen Hkewise greatly improved ; and the Guerillas,
who had alwuys been the most useful native force Spain was
able to bring into the field, were placed at Lord Wellington’s
disposal, and thus promised to be of still greater efficicucy.

During the winter, these Purtida bands had greatly harassed
the French, and had caused them several scrious losses. A
descent on the eastern coast wes also made in March by the
Anglo-8icilian army, whieh consisted of 18,600 wen, under Siy
John Murray, Ju the succeeding month, a battle was fought
at Castalla, with troops under Genernl Snchet. The English
loss was about 700, and the ¥rench probably 1,200 men: but
Suchet, who otherviso wowld have been totally ronted, was
suflcred, b) Sir John's discredituble mismanagetnent, to cseape.
The French cause, however, had suffered more from exterual

ircumstances than from these attacks, The necessitics of
Napoleon had caused bim to withdraw Soult aud 20,000 of his
best troops, which were replaced by as many conseripts from
layonne; King Joseph, in the meentime, being nearly be-
wildered by the reproaches of his brother for his incompriency,
and by his pecuniary difficultics. The total French nmny was
now about 240,000 men, 30,000 of whom were either sick or
wounded. .

Lord Wellington's opening nof the ampaign was planned
wiih consummate skill. Keeping his plnngp veiled in the most
impenetrable mystery, ko put his troops in motion; and while
the French leaders were discussing what he would do, he had
effected & junction with the Anglo-Porfuguese, the Estrema-
duran, and the Gallician armics on the Douro. All was com-
pleted by the 15th of June, 1813, with scarcely any opposition
from the French, beyond a few skirmishes between the various
concentrnting corps and the scattered divisions of the French
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army. The result of this masterly combination was to present
a mass of $0,000 men, against whom the French could collect
at no point many more than half that number.

The communications of the French generals being entively
cut off, the scattered troops had only one resonrce, namely, to
retreat as fast as possible towards the Pyrences. Madrid was
instantly abandoned in the greatest confusion, and Joseph ve-
tired to Vittoria. General Reille had taken up a position in
front of Burgos, intending to stay Lord Wellington’s further
progress. On the 12th, however, the English commander made
his appearance, and drove him over the Arlanzon. Joseph
instantly gave orders for the castle, which had withstood the
aptor of Roderigo and Badajoz, to be blown up. This was
accordingly done, and the fortress was shivered to atoms, killing
ahont 400 French soldiers, who were defiling under its walls,
It was his intention to have also destroyed®the town ; but hap-
pily the mines failed, and thus this gratuitous piece of wicked-
ness was {rusirated. Joseph’s next stand was at Miranda ; but
Wellington, by another brilliant movement, passed round the
sources of {he Ilbro; and while Lis generals were wondering
wihy their retreat wos unmolested, they were disconcerted by
the iutelligenoe that the whole of the nllies weve established on
the left bank of the river. This memorable march was 100
miles Jong, through one of the most difficult countrics over at-
tempted by an army. The French had considered it impassable,
and were thus completely surprised. Reill’s advice in this
dilemma was, to maich down ‘the Ebro into Navarrc; but
Joseply, relying upon being reinforced, and being also unwilling
to relinquish his convoys, determined to retreat on Vitloria.
Reille was despatehed to sceire Bilbao, and on the 18th he was
astonished to find himsclf in front of a British corps at St.
Milan. A smart contest cnsued, which ended in the French
throwing down their arms and knapsacks, and making a pre-
cipitate retreat, leaving 400 of their number dead or prisonevs
behind them. On the next day, Reille was again attacked, and
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driven over the Zadoru, where he rejoined the other French
troops.

Josepl's situation was now most critival. He hird no re-
source but to fight, or, abandoniug the greatest aceumulation
of baggage and plunder that ever accompanied a FEuropean
army, to scek safety in flight. e chose the former. The
command of his army, though nominally in his own hands,
was virteally in those of Marshal Jourdan, It was iu infuntry
10,000 weaker than the allics, but in cavalry it was wmuch
stronger, and he had sixty picees of cannon more thun his
opponcnts.  The 20th was spent in manceaviing; but before
dawn on the 21st the French were in position, and the Faglish
adiuneing to engage them. Stending on the Leight of Avinez,
Mazxwell pictures Lord Wellington, dressed in e plin grey
frock-coat, with nothing to wark commanding rank excepting
a Spanish sash one ke hat and feathers of a field-officer. T
telescope ut one moment wandering over the extensive position
cccupied by the enemy, and the next turned with fixed enruest-
ness npon that point from whence he expecied the erush of
battle fo burst. The day was beautifully fine; o flood of sun-
shine dirpelled the mists that floated on the mountains, and
at nine, the smoke-wreaths to which they had given plece
showed that Siv Rowland Hill had commenced an attagk with
a Spanish brigade undee General Morillo, npon the heights of
Lua Pucbla, on which the enemy’s left rested. The French at
firat had neglected this portion of the baltle-ticld, but pereciving
its importance, had afterwards reinforced the troaps there to a
considerable extent, Morillo was therofore unsuccessful; but
being assisted by e detachment commanded by Colonel the
Hon. H. Cadogan, the lill was carricd, after a gallant fight,
in which the lest-named valusble officer was slain.  Morillo
was also wonnded Sir Rowland 1l then passed through
the defile, erossed the Zadora, and curried the village of Suli-
jana de Alava, from which none of the oft-repealed fforts of
the French could agaiu dislodge him, The 4(h and light divi-
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sious forming the right centre, under Tord Wellington’s own
command, then advanced, and having crossed the Zadora, by
the bridges of Nunclares and Tres Puentes, formed boldly under
the heights on which the enemy’s line was posted. Dy this
time Sir Thomas Picton, with the 3rd, and the Tarl of Dal-
housie with the 7th division, had also wrrived at Mendoza, and
crossed. They, therefore, commenced the attack on the French
before them, and after a gallani defence by one or two brigades,
the enemy, who had weakened his centre by detachments {o
the heights, soon gave way.

It was over this same ground that the Black Prince, five con-
turies before, had led the chivalry of England to conguest. and
his dauntless valour scemed to inspire every Briton now preseut.
Never did soldiers behave better.  The French attempted to
ke a stand at the village of Arinez, but Picton’s brave fcl-
lows drove them from that important postszt the point of the
bayonet. They once more rallicd on a Inll between Ali.and
Armentin; but they were again put to flight and driven through
Vattoria. In the meantime Graham had been engaging the
extrane nght, and huving carried the villages of Abechuco
and Gamara, which were obstinatcly defended, and to retake

+which scieral altempts were made, intercepted the Irench
retreat by the highway to France. 'The fugilive army was
therefore eompelled to turn aside to the Pamplona roud. It
was just now sunsef, and as long as light lasted the pursuit
was kept ap so hotly, that the routed army saved nothing but
one gun and a howitzer. Joseph himself, hike his brother %n
a subsequent oceasion, was obliged to abandon his carriage and
escape ou horscback. The French loss numbered about 6,000
killed and wounded, and 1,000 prisoners. The natwe of tho
ground, which did not permit the cavalry to act, favoured them,
or their losses would have been greatly augmented.  Amongst
the spoils were Joseph's sword, Marshal Jourdan's biton, a sct
of colours, and 151 brass ordnance, 415 caissons, 14,249 rounds
of ammunition, 1,973,400 musket-ball cartiidges, 40,688 1bs, of
41, ) r
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powder, 56 forage und 44 forge wagons. The spoil, of which
no account was taken, was of unprecedenied value and amount.
All the plunder of the Peninsula fell into the hands of the
victors, and many of those precious objects of art which now
decorate the walls of Apsley House were part of Wellington's
share of the spoils of this memorable battle. About 51 mil-
lion dollars fell into the hands of the soldiers, who sold them
at cight for a guinea—gold, on account of its greater portability,
being in great request. A still greater amount of other valu-
able property was also abandoned by the retreating host, whose
flight was so rapid, that Lord Wellington was unable to come
up with them again. Leaving gairisons in Pamplona and-San
Scbastisan, which were immediately blockaded by SBir Rowland
il and Sir Thomas Graham, they retired iuto Franee; so
that, excepting the army in Catalonia, the invaders had been
driven from the Peainsula. Thus, in six weeks, Lord Welling-
ton, with a force of barely 100,000 men, had marched 600 miles,
passed six great vivers, gaied a decisive battle, invested twao
fortresses, and expelled 120,000 men from Spain. Nevar was
w campaign bricfer or more brilliant.

On the 1st of Jannary in this year (1813), he was gazetled
to the colonelcy of the Royal Regiment of Hoise Guards; and
on the 4th of March was elected & Knight of the Garter. On
the 3d of July, the Prince Regent despatehed him a most Hat-
tering autograph letter, in which he said, “ You have sent me
amoug the trophies of your unrivalled fame. the stafl of u French
Marshal, and I send you in retnrn that of England.,” On the
224 of the samo month the Cortes proposed, and the Rogeney
offered him the fine estato of Solo de Roma in Granada, % in
1he name of the Spanish nation, and in testimony of its sincere
gratitude.”
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1x the splendid deserts of Wellington had nceded a foil, this
would have been supplied by the conduct of Sir John Murray.
With 14,000 effective troops, he had 1aid siege on Tarrago—to
cffict the capture of which, Wellington has given his opinion
that 10,000 were amply sufficient. On the 3rd of June, he com-
meneed the investment, and on the 11th, when he was about to
stovn the place, he suddenly countermanded his orders. He
had the artillery and stores drawn to the beach for embarka-
tion ; but instead of conveying the guns on board, he spiked
them, and precipitately votreated with his men to the ships.
1lis excuse was, the approach of Suchet. tle was guilty of many
gimilur absurditics ; and at the termination of the war, he was
tried in Xugland by & court-martial, and being convicted on
one charge, was severely reprimanded.

On the 1st of July, Soult was appointed Napoleon’s lieu-
tenant, with power even to remove Joseph, if he thought neces-
sary.  Such was his activity, that in three weeks he had col-
lected an army of 80,000 men and 90 picees of cannon, without

¥ 2
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including garilsons and foreign corps. On the 11th, Welling-
{on dommenced the siege of San Scbastion, with a very luge
snd eficient force—tbe town being also oxceedingly strang, and
well mpplisd with artillery, smmunition, and soldiers. 1t is,
88 avery one knows, built on an isthmus, nearly surrounded

" with wator; and o badly was the son blockade conducted, that
the English operations on shore tvera greatly rvetarded. Tho

. five on bothaides was tremendous ; hut on the 22nd, it began to
slacken, and the next day the breaches were reported practic-
gble. The attack was, however, deforrod to the night of the 25th
— circumstanoe which greatly militated against its snccess, as
it led the men to suspect some hidden deuger. Major 1nazer
gullantly led tho storming party; but the houses next the
breach being sot on fire, canged the English brigade to falter,
and the French, who, in the first instance, had been drivin
baek, rallicd, and the atiompt was ut last given up. Thoe attack
cost nearly 600 men in killed, woundod, and missing. ‘The
next day, Lord Wellington, who bad been absent dwiing tho
sioge, came ovor to proseente it with renewed vigour; bulcir-
cumstanacs canged him to substitnto merely o blockade for his
intended operations.

On the 28rd, Soult issueda truly French proclamation to his
{roops, and two days afterwards he atiscked the allied position
at Roncevalles. With s vastly inferior force, the English main-
tained thefr ground, but they retired in the following night. The
next day Sonlt cccupied their posty, having gained but three
leagues nlter & day's desperate fghting. He also made an
attack in the Puerto de Moya, but wna unable, with bhis pre-
ponderating nuntbors, to make any impression, after an en-
gogement of seven howrs, QOn the 27th, the DBritish rciired
slowly, and took up a position to cover Pamplona. Oun this day
(the anniversary of the fleld of Talavera), Loxd Wellington
arrived to make the necessary dispositions for battle, As he
rode unattended up the moustain side, one of the battalions
canght sight of their commandor, and a ery of joy ran through
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the ranks, which was taken up by, lcglment after regtmcnt,
until it exploded in one loud end long-continecd hout,. such a8
no enemy ever heard unmoved,  Aslee stopped to reconnoitre,
Soult, who was %0 near thut his vory features could be plainty
distinguished, was pointed owt to~him, .when, aceoxding. to
Napier, Wellington speaking aload tb hitself, ventured on this
bold prophetie remm “ Yoreder is 8 great commander, but a
cantious one, ‘who will delay his attack to ‘ascertnin the ‘catae
of those cheers. Thia will give time for the 6th division to
arrive, and T shall beat him"—a prognostication eventually
fulfilled, although a terrible storm postponed the bloedy con-
test till the motrow. During the morning, Wellington might
have been seen galloping from post to post al headlong Speed,
giving those orders which. ivere to decide the oventfulday. It
was not till noon, however, that the French commenced the
action by attempting; near the village of Oricains, to out-flank
tho English left, as they had endeavoured®to do at Salamanca.
As on that eventful dey, they were attacked on the xight and
left by a Portugucse, and by the 4th snd 6th divisions, who
drove them back in confusion. Smarting under this repulsc,
the divisions of Clausel and Reille at once made an impetuous
and more combined assault, but they were in their turn forced
to retreat in disovder by the Portuguese troops. Again. they
1cturncd to the combat, and defeated the allies; but the 27th
and 48th regiments were hurled at them by Lord Wellington,
and after three separate churges, the French were routed. The
hill on tbe vight, held by the 40th and a Portugnese regiment,
was their next point of attack ; but as soon as the French came
up, they were chatged and repulsed in the wildest disorder.
This ended the battle of Soratren. Wellington, with only
16,000 men, had resisted the progress of Soult’s army, which had
sustained a loss ofat least 15,800, perhaps 20,000 soldiers. The
first intention of the Freneh lieutenant was to retreat; but being
reinforced hy 18,000 men, he dotermined to make an attack on
the allicd left. This took place on the 30th, but the allies
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were at every point completely successful, and the French left
2,000 men dead and wounded on the ficld, besides losing 3,000
prisoners.  Foy, with %000 men, was cut off from his com-
mandersin-chief ; apd Soult’s effective strength being thus re-
duced to 35,000 rnen, he determined to rotreat upon St. Estevan,
by the pass of Donna Maris, On the 31st his rear-guard was
overtaken, when he tumeﬂ q bay, taki*g up an exceedingly
strong position ; But again “ho was dtiven from his post, by an
impetuous charge of the English infantry. At San Estevan,
his army had a natrow escape i‘mm being surprised and utterly
deniolished ; but the presence of Wellington's force was pre-
maturely betrayed by the shameful gonduct of three scoundrels,
who in defiance of repoatad orders, had entered the valley on a
maranding expedition. * The disobedience of these men,”
snys Napier, “unworthy of the name of soldicrs, deprived one
consummate commander of the most splendid success, and
saved another from {he most tertible disnster.” :

In crossing the Sierra of Bauta Crug, the French. were over-
taken by the light division, which had made a most fatiguing
march up the slopeof n precipitous mounifain, scorched by the rays
of a bufning sun. The French ware wedged in a parrow road,
with inapeessible rocke on one side, and the rusling river on
the other. From the summit of a tremendousprecigice, the British
riflomen, gcreened by, gaccnt brushwood, picked off the cnemy
with fatal precision, and u soene of terrible slaughter ushered in
the night—the wounded, supported an branches of troes, called
out for quarter they did not meet mth, and even of those who es-
caped many were thrown into the river by their own companions,
who could not carry them ' off with safety. At the Puerto de
Echelar, the enemywere attaaked on the st of August by Barnes’
brigade of 1,500 men, who defeated Ghmscl’s 6,000 veterans on
ground so formidable, that had the ease been reversed, the larger
foroe could have claimed but small credit. Clausel rallied on a
mountain beside Echelar, but was driven away by a portion
of the light division. The allied losses in these nine days of
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almost constant fighting (namely, from the 25th of July to the
2ud of August), were, 539 British and 322 Portugncse killed ;
3,693 British and 1,817 Portuguese wounded ; 504 British and
201 Portuguese missing.

The battles of the wanees were naw finished, and Wel-
lington turncd his #ittention again to San Sebashan but owing
to the negligenes of the Admiraity, several days were wasted.
The breaching batterics were at last got into play with telling
effeet, and one or two sortios Werefrom time to time made by the
garrison, but without mnch result. An incident that occwrred on
the night of the 28th, may'bequotcd {o show the during bravery
of the Butish soldier. A gallant band of seven men had volun-
teered for a folse attack] which had been but a few moments
before decided on. % With o repid pace,” says Napier, «all the
breaching batteries playmg hotly at the time, they reached the
foot of the breach unpomewed, and then mounted in extended
ovder, shouting and firing ; ‘but the French were too steady to
be imposed upon, and their musketry laid the whole party low,
with the exception of the commander, who returned along to
the trenches.” o

The following morning, which broke wet and gloomy, was
fixed upon for the assault. But no fire opened fromn the British
batievies till about § o'elock, when the shroud of mist cleared
from off the city. Then the artillery poured forth its shot and
shells with unceasing regularity uotil the storming partics
rushed forward to the trenches, advauncing with desperate
ardour {o the attack, Every man, however, who attempted to
gnin the ridge of the breach paid the forfeit of his life. In this
desperate statt, of affairs, the British guns were {urned ngmust
the curtajn, and a heavy fire steadfastly directed sgainst if,
and after a severe conflict between the assaulting party and the
besieged, a firm footing was at length obtained, and at o cost of
2,400 Dritish troops, San Sebastian wag won!

All the mote dreadful horrors of war were now to be endured
by the unfortunate inhabitants of this city. Tor three duys the
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strects were blazing, the- troops plundering and perpetrating
other outtages of * enormons, incredible, indescribable bar-
barity ;* officers vaiuly attempted to restrain them, and one
Portoguese adjutant, who hed interfered to prevent some
atrocity, was murdered like a dog in the market-place by a
arty of English woldiers, The wonunded on both sides were
alike neglocted, ond the hospital presented a secne of dreadtul
suffering, for its unfortanato occupants Tingeied for three days
after the assault without food, or even surgical assistance of any
kind.

On the 30th, Soult had crosaed, with a large force, tho river
Bidasson, which scparates France from Spain, and advanced to
the velief of San Sobastian; but their fierce attack on the
Spaniards who held the heights of San Marcial, end who had
greatly distinguished themselves in the campaign, was utbuly
unsuocessful, They repeated the assmult, and were again re-
pulsed with cqual decisivencss, Lord Wellington was prosent
at this affair, and commanded the Spanish troops. Simul-
tansously with the passage of the Bidassoa. near San Marcial,
the French made another attack below Salin, and here again
they signally failed. During the night, they re-crossed under
a heavy fire, by which they sustained great loss.  On the 30th
and 31st, the allies, in their turn, successfully attacked the
Freneh in front of the passes of Echelar and Maya.,

‘To roturn, howaver, to San Sebastian. Although the town
had been taken, the castle still held out, and suffered a con-
tinued bombaidment without bringing the garrison to terms.
At length the guns were silenced, and sbout noon on the Sth
the troops surrendercd themselves prisonors of war. In com-
pliment to their brave defence, Gensral Rey and his brother
officers were treatsd with the greatest respeet. The French
commondant, had, however, sullied his really splendid defence
by an act of gross inhumanity. He had made the Inglish
prisoncis repair the breaches under the fire of their own com-
1ades, and had even refused them peimission to erect a work
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for their defence. One instance of. courageous humanity ou
the part of & Irench officer may be placed in contrast with
this heartless conduct. During the assault on the town, an
English grenadicr, who had been shot through both legs, lay
on a portion of the breach most exposed to the fire from the
batteries, with a perfect storm of shot and shells faliing aronnd
him, uttorly unable to extricate himself from his awfully peril-
ous position—the officer in question stepped forward, and
walking coolly through the hottest of the fire, lifted his
wounded cnemy in his arms and bore him off to a place of
safety, while he himself fortunately escaped unhurt, ’

After the fall of San Sebastian, the Anglo-Sicilian army,
now under the command of Lord William Bentinck, had some
smart encounters with Suchet, and, overpowered by more than
twice his numbers, Lord William, who bchaved admirably,
experienced some reverses. He yielded his command to Sir
William Clinton, who repaired the works of Tarragona, and
established himself there.

Throughout the war, Lord Wellington’s affairs had required
almost as great a display of those talents which prevail in the
barean, as of those by which battle ficlds are won. At this
junctare, the Sparish press, forgetting what he had done for
their country, commenced a storm of abuse upon their deliverer,
uncxampled for its malignant stupidity. Amongst other in-
credible libels was one that he aspirved to the crown of Spain,
and wag about to abjure his religion with that intent! While
he was refuting this and similarly absurd calumnies, and was
also engaged in dclicate diplomatie business, he had planned
an incursion upon France itsclf. Iis first step was the bril-
liant passage of the Bidassoa, near its' mouth, on the 7th ot
October. At low water this river was fordable in three places,
but as the tide rose sixteen feet, a vory slight check might have
produced a disaster like that which beset King Pharaoh. The
French luy strongly intrenched on the left bank, nover drcam-
ing that their opponents would take so bold a step; and being

e
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completely misled by the numberless sham mosements with
which Lord Wellington covered his manauyre, they were
thrown quite off their guard. Suddenly the left wing, uuder
Sir Thomas Gmlmm, crossed in three divigions at the fords
" just nomed, and ‘storming 2]l the Frenth defences, captured
eight pivces of cannon. «Many displays of herpism were ex-
hibited, and there was one of ready boldnéss which gained the
good fortunc it deserved. ‘The French garrison had abandoncd
a strong field-work which tovered the right of the Bayonette
ridge,. and were observed by Colosel Colborne hurrying off in
evident confusion. He gnlmpe& fotward, attended by his own
staff and a handfnl of the-95th, interoepted them in their
retreat, and desired them to survender. Bolieving him to be
in advance of a force too sfrong to be Yesisted, the order was
instantly obeyed, and threo hundred men laid down their arms
and surrendered themselves prisoners to somewhere about
twenty.”* "~ Another instance may be mentioned, where o
voung Fnglish officer, while the troops were wavmmg, raised
his hat in the uir, and putting spurs to his horse, dasied boldly
in among the enemy, calling on the Spanintds to follow him.
Struck with the gallant feat, the soldiers gave a shout for the
fair-haired boy, as they styled him, and th.h one shock broke
tbrough the French lines, and this at the very moment when
their centre was fiyiug under the fire of Kempt's skirmishers.

“ Winter came rapidly on, ,and to remain upon those Alpine
heights indifferently sheltered and more insecurely supplied,
was almost finpossible.’ Already the hardships of the season
were painfully experienced, and men and horses at times were
threatened with actual starvation. Communications between
distant ports, dificult ip good weather, were now almost im-
practicable; and bivouscks, in snmmer agreeable enough, be-
camig every day more dreary and uncomfortable.”

4 The wearisome duties of guard, fatigue, and the wﬂhﬂngs
from frost and sleet tired the patience and shook the emtaucy

* '\hx\\'@l! 1 1bid,
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of the worst soldiers. Oftentimes, as the chill mist upon the
mountains was for a few hours dissipated by the sun or wind,
the plains of France were seen spread below; and the eyes of
tho longing sentry fréezing at his post could discern the smoke
of towns and villages, aid ‘sodttered homesteads lying in plea-
st and werm valleys, aft green with verdure or golden with
corn. Thus many g idle rover without principlo to endure lo
the end, was tempted away, and deserted to the plains below.”*

Later in the mosith, Gengral Alten attacked the enemy’s
position at Vero., ond took 22 officers nnd 400 men, with 3
picces of cannon.  Don Giren also attempted 2 very xmportant
mountain valled La Rhane, This he sumeeded in eartying,
with the exception of a hermitage, which the ¢nemy held all
night. The next morning a simultaneous attatk was made on
the camp at Narre, and the. position wes then abandoned.
Duririg the whole of these operations, the aliies showed the
most dctermined valonr; but the French, dispirited by defeat,
manifested very little of their necustomed fiercencss. So ad-
mirably had the British gederal's opening movements been
made, that the enem; s dmamns were sepumtcd from each
other, and each was attacked bya force ag supenor in number
2s in havdihood and prowess. Lord Wellington, by this gallant
exploit, had gained, in addition to ather advantages, possession
of the Trun road, and of the harbour of Tyenterrabia, by which
his communications weré much shortened.

Some slight offairs only eccurred till the 31st, when the
garrison of Pamplona, which had been reduced to shocking
hardships by famise, yielded: They had threatened to blow
up the place, and frust to fortane to escape; but an assurance
being conveyed to the commandant, General Gnzan, that if he
wete guilty of suéth inhuman conduct, both he and his officers
wonld be hot and his soldiers decimated, he gave up the ides,
if, indeed, he had ever seriously cntertained it.

The English amny was now in France, and Lord Wellington

* Sherer,
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issued & proclamation, strictly prohibiting all irregularities.
This order he rigidly enforced, and several officers who had
not done their utmost to discountenance plunder, were arrested
and sgut home, . Of course it was impossible entirely to pre-
vent oppression ; "but the Freneh poasants suffered much more
eV eme!y from their own countrymen than from the allied troops.
Political reasons, and afterwards the seventy of the weather,
compelled Lord Wellington to postpone his operations against
Soult, who had entrenched hnmelf in & position, reaching from
the sca at Jean de Luz to the Nivelle at 5t. Jean Pied de Port,
his centre resting on  La Petite Rhuse. On the 10th of Novem
Ver, Lord Welhnghm passed the iver. With 80,000 men and
95 guus he fell upon the French posts; and having completely
separated fhe left fmm the eenfre, ho thus turned the strong
positions on the right. These weze also carried, and the French
retreated in confusion to Bayonno, where they had entrenched
a camp. In theso operations, 51 pieces of artillery, 6 tumtbeils
of ammunition, and 1,400 prisoncts were taken, and the loss in
killed and wounded was immense. The allied cosunltics
amounted to 343 killed, 2,278 wounded, and 73 missing. 1lad
the weathor been such that Welhngton could have followed
in pursnit thh his” mmtpmad rapidity, Soult's disasters must
have heen greuﬂy aggnvated; “but it was ‘not till the 9th of
December that the English Com@xa,pﬂm was able to recommence
scrioug opero.tmns The ritght pmng undor Kfr Rowland Ifill
then passed the Nive, and &zm‘eiack the troops posted there,
who retived towards Bayonne, Sir Rowlaud next attacked {he
village of Ville Franque and the hmghts boyond it, both of
which were occupied by the Fremch im .great force. The
enqmy s troops, liowever, were defeated, and their positions
en. On the next day they relired to the entrenched camp,
Sir Rowland took up the position intended for him on 'the

, hughts on that side the river. The French the same day made
, two ferocious atta.cka on the left wing under Sir John Hope,
¢ but Loth wue gallantly repulsed, end the sssailants Jost 500
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prispners.  On the 11th and 12th, these attacks were 1opcated
and again resisted with equ.al valour and sucecss. ‘The prowcess

“of Sir John was most remarkable. He received slight wounds
in his shoulder and leg; he had two horses disabled, his clothes
were torn with bullets, and his hatavas pierded four times. On
the 12th, a feeble altack was made on the 1st division, which
was commanded by General Howard ; and the French army
then retired within their eatrenchments. 'On the 13th, they
passed a large force through Bayonnc, and made a tremendous
assault on Sir Rowland Hill, whe commanded the right wing.
With 13,000 men and 14 picces of artillery, that intrcpid
general received the attack of a force of nearly three times the
stmm{h; bemg 2lao threatoned by tho corps of Genéral Paris
and by Picrre Soult’s cavalry. ‘The French at first gained some
successes on the iight, but werce unable to advance further than
a wood which they could not succeed in’ forcing. Just, how-
ever, os they wete muking their principal attack oh the centre
at 8t. Picrre, Colonel Bunbury of the 3rd Buffs, and Coloncl
Teacock of tho 7Tist, withdrew their regiments, s step which
would have been fatal, had not Sir Rowland, quitting the emi-
‘nence on which he had been observing the battle, halted the
Buffs and sent them back fo the eombat, while he gallantly led
the other regiment himself. . All the enemjy’s attacks signally
failed, and Hill being miilfomed by Weﬂmmton in person, with
a large foree, attacked in ins mm, and drove everything before
him.  Some idea of the' ﬁemeness of the struggle may be
gleaned from tho fact, that, after an action which lasted only
a couple of hours, on an area’ef a single sqnme mile, no fewer
then 5,000 men lay kifled aind wounded.

“ When Lord Wellington rode up, one rapid glance across the
battle ground told him how furiously the attack had been made,
oud with what stern Lravery it had been repelled on every
point; and seizing his licutenant’s hand, he exzlaimed, while
his eyes sparkled with delight, « My dear Hill, the day is all
your own!” Never wgs a compliment more happily paid to
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ukill and courage. It was'delivered upon s ficld heaped with
tho corpses of the benten cnemy—the columns of attack were
#een receding from a last effort, as vainly made and as bloodily
repulsed as those tesperato trials with which Soult throughout
the day had hoped to shaker the enduring valour of the allies;
and, prouder honour, it jssued from the lips of him on whose
breath the fate of battles hung, and whose footsteps victory
had over atiended.”*

In cousequence of their irregularities, Lord Wellington had
scnt Lack 25,000 of the Spanish troops to the frontier; but pro-
vious to these operations, he had teralled a portion of thom,
Their condact, however, was not at all improved, and his loid-
ship was in comsoquence embroiled in auother dispute with
theh genevals, who resented the ordces which the Commandor-
in-Chief thought necessary to enforce discipline. Wellmgton's
firmpess in the end provailed, und his severe messures to some
oxtent mitigated the evils he complained of.

Pocuuwiary difficulties, which invariably atiended Welling-
ton's most brilliant exploits, and often provented him fium
reaping the full advantages they might reusonably be capecied
to nfford, now interfered in conjunction with the bad weather to
prevent any further proteedings. Wo find him writing to Lord
Dathurst that be can searcely stir without annoyauces from
public creditors, who weylay hin to demaud payment of what
is due to them, There was not & shilling in any of the nilitary
chests ; and on one vecasion, wheu he had to send off a comier
to General Clinton, the maney for his oxpenses was obliged to be
borrowed from differcnt people whd lad o little to lend. Phis
state of comparative inaction was interrupted, however, on the.
3rd of Jouuery, 1814, by a French attack upon Gonaal
Buchan’s Portuguese brigede on the Joyeuse, near La Bastule,
whieh was forced to vetire towards Baiscous. On the 0th the
French wero attached in their tarn on the heights of La Bas-
tide by tho 5id aud 4th divisions, un ler Sir Thomas Victon aud

* Maaweil )
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Sir Lomy Cole, supported by Buckan’s brigade ; these troops
quchly dislodged the enemy, and replaced the allied posts
without less. Lord Wellington seriously recommenced opere
tions on the 14th, when Le detached 8n Rowland 1l and the
right wing against the euemy’s pasttions on ithe Joyeuse at
Hcllette.  Ginoral Harispe heiug worsted, retired to a strong post
near Gartis, whore he was jouned by General Daris, and wheio
they wore both gallantly attaeked the next day and deforced,
with the loss of L0 officeis and 200 men wado prisoner-. The
Firenelr erosged the river in the night and destroyed the budges,
but they were repnired and Sir Rowland passed the Joyenso on
the 1oth.  On the next day the Fiench wero driven across the
Gave de Mauteon ; and while they were engaged in demolislnug
the budge et Arriverets, Colonel Cameron, of the 924, dia-
envaod a ford, evossed, and drove fiom the village two batta-
lions, which suffmed gieat loss., Ths cnuny then passed the
Gave d’Oleron, and took 2 stiong pombion near Sauvtene.
nhere they gere reinforced.  The allied casualties m the o
mputtant movements ware 31 Lilled, 169 wounded, and
mis mg.  On thy 17th the fort of Jnen in Arrogon, wlueh eun-
tamcd &1 pieces of brass cannon, capitulated to Gencinl Miua,
all Soult's efforte to relivve it having tailed,  On the 24th il
(rosxd the (ave d'Oletgn ot Villenave, and moved towards
Orthes, winther the enewny also vepaived,

In tho meantime the left wing, to mask the movements of
which. those of theiight had bean iu a gront wesswe demigued,
liad commenced & suries of wanceuvres to compnss the invest-
ment of Bayonne, "he Adeur is there abont 300 yards wide,
gnd having stiong eurients, as well as buing liable to sudden
Hoods and heavy swells from its shiftwy sand-bar, was eonsidered
by the French o bo impassable. A spot, however, was found out
of cight of the city ; and on the 23d, by means of a few pon-
toons and small boats, six companies of the Guards aud part of
the Roclet Brizade, in ull about 400 men, were feiied over —Si
Johm Uope, who commanded the lft wing, having commienced
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a fierce cannontade on o Fronch corvette close to the camyp, s0
as to divert attention fiom his movement. The same night the
garrison detachyl about 1,300 men against the small English
force which had thus passed the river, and trusting in their
superior numbers, thoy advanced in o doublo columm, appa-
routly certain of victory, Colonel 8toppord, however, put his
troops in & formidable posiﬁou, his flanks being proteoted by
o morass and by the river, and his front commanded hy (ho
artillerv on the other bank. It was on this nccnsxon, and ot o
town, which hae given its nnmo to o vrcapm, which, in the
hands of Dritish jinfantry, is one of the most terrible used in
modern warfnre, that rockets weto for the fivst time success-
fully employed, They cost the utmost tetror into the French
ranks, and the attack wns soon abandoned with great los.
As the French rutreated to thoe citadel, the liitle band Jit the v
fires and formed thejr bivounes. * It was,” 1emarks an eye-
witness, “ a wost briliant moonlight vight, its stillnegs only in-
teriupted by the nnwmmr of the waves Lroukdng upon the
sandy beavh; and the eontrast between the calmmess which
then prevailed and the scepe of havoe which had just elosed,
vividly impressed iteelf on oll present.,”’ On the next day, wheu
three brigades hnd erossed the river, a flotilla of fishing smackhs,
commanded by Admiral Penrase, with which the passaze was
to have been made, but which had been delayed by contrary
vinds, appeared at the mouth of the Adour. Unfortuuatdly,
however, there was o terible swrf upon the bar, which pre-
vented the passage of the flotilla, Several hours passed over
and the tide chbed, when all further attempls to eross these
dangerous sandy were abasdpued yntil floed-water. The flotilla
thepiapproached in regular order, *“ but with it camo Llack
clegdls and o driving gale, wiich covered the whole line of coast
with o rough, tumbliog sen, dashing and foawing without un

interval of dark water to mark the cutrance of the viver.” Ono
‘of the men-of-Wsr’s bonis was speetily engulphed, and all the
crew drowned. The reat was moro fortunate, und struck the
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right linc in safety. The storm was now at ite height, and the
waves broke over the bar with sueh furions violence that as the
boats attempted the passage they weie entirely af the meiey of
the elements—with their sails violently flapping, their oars and
rudders perfectly usoless, cach vessel a8 it rode on scemed
threatened with certain destruction. Twb were soon stranded,
and & guu-brig was driven on shore ; others wore swamped, and
all thei# crens weve lost. Among those that perished weio
some who even got o footing on shore, but were canied back
and swept away by the recading surf, beforo their eountry-
men on the boanch could reuder them amwistamce. Thnty
vesscds, however, got iu with safety. Two days afterwards
tho bridgo of bon(s was campleted, the English being favoured
by & futunate shifting of a sandbank, =g as to formn an
ovecllont breahwater, aud the troops crossed without furtler
dufticulty.  Sir Joln Ilope, after this happy exploit, then
marched nearcr the ¢ity and posied his wings within Y00 yards ;
but his centre wmovement was resisted by some tioops in the
village of St. Btienne, who made a desporate resistunce. They
were, however, diiven back to the city with the loss of one gun
and somo paispners, i spite of two sallies which the Governor
(General Thoeuvenot) made to assist his piequets,

On the uext day the gallant fisld of Orthes was fought.
There had beon fiiing ever sinco it had been light, but about
nine o’cloch the battle seriously commenced. Lord Wellington
ordered 8ir Thomas Dicton aed Sir Henry Clinton, with the
8rd and 6th divisions, and Somerset’s cavalry brigade, under
Sir Stapleton Cotion, to sttack the hoights on which the
coemy’s centre and Joft were strongly posted. At the swme
time Sir Lowry Cole and General Walker, with the 4th and
7th divisions, with Celonel Vivian's cavalry, were directed to
uttack the village of St. Boés ou the right, General Alten, with
the light division, being in rescive between the two attacks.
Sir Rowland Hill was to attack the extrcme left, The 4th
division svon carried St. Boés, but as often as it attempted to



%2 LIFE O WILLINGIOM,

1ush uppn the heights bebind, it was met with 80 heavy & con-
nonade, that the troops were nnable to advance an the narrow
ground on which the movement had to be made. Five times
was the effort made, and five timos it failed. Goneral Rogs, the
commanding officar, was seriously wounded, and before o Uaga-
dere battadion, whicd Wellington had despatohed to clear the
division’s right flank from the erowd of skirmishors with which
T upin hafl overwhelmed it, eould reach the spot, thie villago
was agamn in the possession of the French. The centre attack
had likewice failed. Hare also local difficultios prevented more
than a few memefrom being employed at once, and they were
unable to force their way. Pioton had detached one small
coips against s listlo hil jutting out from the ceutre boiglt
but just as it had reached the sumwit, Foy fiercely chaiged,
and 1epulding 1 in disorder, took some prisones.  Soult, who
had ~tood vn an enupenec from which he commanded 2 view ol
the battle, thought that at last he hed beaten Jus invineible
vpponcut.  Bwiung his thigh, he ufitered the exclamation Lis
waster afterwards mude on a yet more fatal field, “* At last 1
have i ' 1¥e was about to commonce the attack in his turn,
bui suddenly the state of affaire was changed. Wollingion,
1iling at full speed into the heaviest fire, tvok the personal
direction of the Jofs wing’s movements. In an instant he had
substitutud for hus fisst plan a still more hrilliant concoption.
The 9th dwision, and Uolonel Barnard’s brigade of tho hight
di ision, weie ordored to attnck the helght on which the enemy’s
1ight stood, and the 8rd and 0th, which $ill now had beon
unengaged, advancad to suppert it.  Barnard's t100ps, with an
im ctppsity which eonld not be withstood, gaincl the summit
of 4hé hill, while the 52ud, the manceuvres of which had been
't unperceired, charged suddeuly and unexpectedly & bat-
tali¥n connceting Foy's division with D'Argienac’s, Pieton
and Clinton were siupltaneously marching on their flanks,
and forming g cumbution of attacks, which in g vary <hort
tinie thuew the whole w confusion. Reille, who commanded
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the right wing, was forced to retrest to re-form in & new posi-
tion, and Wellington instantly took advantige of the circum-
sbance to hurry the 7th and 4th divisions, with Vivian’s cavithry
and two batteries, through the pass of Bt “Boés. Ong of the
lattor- immediately opened on “P'Armense’s’ eolunms, aud the
42nd delivered so deailly o fusitade on the cavalry that ad-
vanced o attack it, that they weré compelled to retreat.

A hand to hand ﬁght #nsusd, but the Frenth positions being
turned, the éheniy was soﬁh&is‘!odged from the mountains ; and
Soult, seeing that he could gt rostore the day,’ commenced &
retrogressive movemait. © At first this 'wae exteuted with admi.
rable steadiness 3. bué Wellmgton'had made o disposition that
cofapletoly - check - mated “bds nppanm;t Hill had, gt his re-
quest, forced the bridge of Orthex, and had conimenced a rapid
advance along a tidge parallel'to that on which the defeated
ainy had to retire to Sault de Novailles. oThe fear of being cut
off at Salespice; quickened their pace, dnd soon made the French
got into confusion. Ht also accelorated his movement until it
becanie o downright race. Sir ‘Stapleton Cotton charged the
fiying troops wnh the 7th Hussdrs, and steceeded in cutting off
about 2,000 men in an inclosed field. They threw down their
arms; but by some mismahegerient tio greater part were ena-
bled to recover their weapons, aud to escbpe The chase was
continued till dark, but Lord Wellington iecciving & painful con-
cugsion from his sword pommiet, which had been struck by a spent
shot, Wis utmble fo m'gé the pursmt with ‘his accustomed
vigour, which would oth&wxdb inall probability, have inflicted a
very serious loss qn the enemy As it was, theilr casualties in
killed, wounded, and pmoners, a.mounted to at least 5,000 men,
and nearly twice as; mauy fhotd comsor mts threw down tl:eu arms
a3 soon as the battle was lost, nmlﬂe& to theirown lomés. The
Luglish losses wére 2‘% Kkilled, 1,700 wounded, aud 64 missing.

The French Tine ‘of retrcat was on Agen, thus leaving tho
rvad to Bordesux open, Beiesford was immediately despatehed
with the light division of Vivians cavalry towards that place,
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and he suceeded in captusing the immense magazines at Mout
de Marsaux. While the ventre of the army marched on Cozaros,
the right wing, commanded by Sir Rowland Hill, advanced
upon Aire, whither it arvived on the 20d of March. About half
2 league from the town, the enemy was drawn up to mest him;
but Bir Rowland, with bis customary eiergy, gave immediate
battle. After a gallant fight, in which, however, Da Costa's
Portuguese brigade anything but distingtished themselves, the
Fiench were deforeed and driven in eonfusion down the Adour,
oxcept sume troops which were cut off, and which reticated in
great disorder tewards the Ran, Two Fronch generals were
wounded in the action, and w hundred prisoners were taken.
Here likewise a great number of conscripts threw down their
arms, and disbanded themselves. The magazinss were also
captured. The English lost abont 150 men, and the Portu-
guese a8 Many moro.

At Bordeauz, Beresford, who had been sent ontha 8th to
occupy the town, was reccived with the utmest euthusiasm by
the inbabitants, Lord Wellington's instructions to Lim as to the
proposals of thoss who offered ¢o rise in favour of Louis X V111,
displayed his usnel caution. Beresford was to tell them that
his lordship wished well 4o that prinee, and would favour and
even assist his adherents, or indeed any other Lody against Napo-
Jeon, but that as the vhject of the war was poocs, he could pro-
mise them no countenance fn case the afties should conclude o
treaty withi tho Corsican. The absurdly extravagant demands
of Bonaparte, however, rendered sueh an vcourrenco extremely
unhkely, and the Royalists proclaimed Louis with great pomp.
Beresford was soon afterwards recalled, and the 9th division,
with Vandeleur's brigade, which were left at the town, were
committed to the chargoe of Lord Dathousie.

A few words must now be said respecting the war in Cata-
lonin, Jt had been prosecuted with very little vigour, and the
most remarkoble event was the disarmameut by Suchet of
2,000 Nossau soldiers, lest they should imitate tho condmet of
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their countrymen, who had desertod from Soult. The French
were also deprived of & similar number of men by the secession
of some Italian corps. About this time the greatost sensation
was eaused by the sucoess which attended an impudent fraud,
planned and executed by Julian Van Halen, a Spaniard, who,
atter serving under Blake, joined the French, and received a
commission in Joseph’s Guard.  After this, he was employed
as an aide-de-camp by Suchet, and finding that the French cause
was becoming desperate, he offered to furnish his countryman,
General Eroles with information a8 to the French strougth and
movements, by way of propitiating the Government. Ilaving
doue s, ho secretly copied from Suchet’s portfolio the key to
the French Marshal's eypher, aud proceoded in person to Tor-
tosa with a forgod convention. He very noarly succceded in
obtainitg the cession of the town, but the commtmdant, General
Robert, received intelligence which excitod his suspicions, aud
Von ilalen barely esoaped being caught in his own®trap. No-
thing dennted, he proceeded to Llerida, Mequinza, and Mon.
zon, whero, slrange to say, be succeoded, and these imporsant
towns wete given up, The garrisons were ordered to mmich to
Barcelonn to join Suchet, but at the defiles of Martricll thoy
were swrroundod, and forced 1o capitulate. Two generals, 2,600
wen, 1 guns, and a well stored military chest, thus fell into the
hands of the Spaniards without the expenditure of a single shot.
In the meantime, Wellnglon’s position in France was daily
improving. The quiet snd orderly manner in which he com-
pelled lns soldiers to behave, and the striot honesty and even
liberahity with which ke acted to all around him, scon caused
him to be looked upon with much greater respect than the French
army themselves, whose conduet in every way the reverse ot
their foes, quickly madoe them to ba considered by the inhabi-
tants as the real enemies of the country. On the 12th, Soult
crosed tho Adour, with the inlention of attacking the Fuglish
rear and right flank. At first, he asscmbled his forces at Con-
chiez, but not finding his position very secure, ho retired on the
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tithto Lembége The English rescrves fiom Spain arrived on the
17th, and the next day, Genersl Hill, atiacking the outposts
which had been left at Conches, drove them back upon the
main army, which retired in the night to Vie Bigorre. On the
19th, Sir Thomas Dicton made n elashiag atiack on their renr-
guard, and drove it through the tewn. 1n thenight the Fronch
retreated to Tarbea. Hore shey were attacked the pext morn-
ing by two divisions vader the command of Henry Clinton and
Sir Rowland Hill, The cnemy aguin retreated, having suftered
cousiderable losses; while thove of the English in all theso
opeiations wore but inconsiderable, During the reticat across
the plaing of Ger, the enemy was protected by a thick country,
which frequently provented Wellington from asecrtaining the
actual strength of the forces he had to contend with. (n one
oceasion, while fhe troops of the enemy ocenpied & woeded
height, an English officer of groat daring adopted the following
dangerous expedient, of gacertaining the number of the French
furee which held this position. * He vode forward s if he would
foree his way through thé French skirmishers, but when in the
wood, dropped his reins and leaned back as it badly wounded;
Lis horse appearcd to caunter wildly along the frunt of the enemy's
light troops, and they, thinking himt mortally luurt, ceased their
fire and took no further notice. e thus passed unebserved
through the wood to the other side of the hill, wheve there wero
no skirmishers, and ascending to the opan summit above, put
spurs to his horse and galloped along the French main line,
counting their regiments as he passed. 118 sudden appearance,
his blue undress, hit daring eonfidence, and his speed, made tho
Tiench donbt if he was an encmy, and & few shots only were
discharged ; while he, dashing down the opposite declivity,
broke from the rear through the very skirmishers, whoso fire he
had firet essayed in front, Reaching the spot where Lovd Wel-
lingtun stood, bo told him there were but five battalions on the
hill,""s .
* Naupier,



BATTLE OF TOULOUSE. 157

The French eontinued to retreaty and the Englich army fol-
lowed elosely upon them. At length the Garonne was reached,
amd Wellington proceeded to lay dovm his bridge; but the water
swface was found too extensive fo be covered by the pontoons,
An officer who was by remarked that “ & passage would not be
cfieeted until ‘the ‘river fell.”” Wellington observed instantly,
with checrful anbmation, ‘but with strong deeigion, 1€ it will
nof do one way, we mmust try ‘ancther ; for 1 nover in my life
gave up anything I onee undertook.”* .

On the S1st, the right wing of the British army crossed the
Garonne, preperatory to an attack en Toulouse, in which city
Soult, who was a native of the neighbourhbod, had ensconceg hims-
self; but the route being impractioable, Hill recrossed, and on the
4th of April, the pontoon bridge was removed to half a lengue
above Gronade. Beresford immodiately crorsed with the 4th
and 6th divisions, and with o cavalry brignde. A udden rise
in the river rendered it necessary to take up the pontoons, and
Beresford’s communications being thus eut off, he was placed in
a situatipn of imminent peril.  Soult, however, did not attempt
to molest hitn ; and on the Ath, the flood having sufficiently
abated, ho was joined by Freie’s Spniards. A brilliant as-
sault was then mude upon a very superior body of the enemy’s
cavalry, by Colonel Vivian and the 18th hussars. Tho former
weredriven in‘confusion through the village of Uroix d’Orade,
losing a hundred prisoners, and giving up an important bridge
over the Bra, The next day the pontoons wers taken up to
Augonne ; ond on the 10th, the third and light divisions erossed
ab daybreak Soult’s positioh was a most formidable one, being
defended by the river, tie L&nguedoc canal, and several marshes
and hills. Beresford with-his wing commenced operations by
marching over some most diffiouls ground to the attack, and by
carrving tho village of Montblane. Freire then moved forward -
under & vory heavy fire of both musketry and ennnon, and soon
gained tho hmg,hts of Pugade, where his men lodged themselves

* Sherer,



1’8 LIFE OF WELLIRGTON.

under some banks, close to the enomy’s entrenchments. They
then attempted the heights of Calvinet, but were driven back
with great loss. They rakiied, but as soon as they approached
a hollow road which Iy in the path, the French openod on them
such a tremendous fire that they fled in the utmost panic. Lord
Wellington immediately covered them with Ponsonby’s eavalry,
and a heavy fire of reserve artilléry; which, joined to a threat-
ened movement of the light division, soon compelled their par-
suers to retire.

Meantime & much more mischievous transaction had been
going on at the extreme right. Picton had been ordered to
make & false attack on the budge of Jumieau, but that gallant
officer did not understand sham fighting. Rashly leading his
man across ground on which they were exposed to & most awful
fire to reach works which could only be taken by escalade, he
suffered a Joss of 400 men, and & decisive repulse. Soult had
now only tb improve the advantage thrown in his way, to
socure o brilliant vietery. In the interima, however, Beresford
having Jeft Lis artillery at Montblane, bad been making with
the 4th and 6th divisions o flank movement of two miles over
marshy ground, never owt of caunon range, and often with-
in musket shot; and having now completed his dangerous
and difficult march, he formed at the foot of the French posi-
tion—a height crowned with 14,000 infontry. Secarcely wero
his proliminariea arranged when he was furiously attacked, but
a shower of reckets threw the French troops into disorder: a
gallant charge followed, and the hill was mounwd and two
redoubts carried at the bayonet's point.

'The combat was new euspended ; and, durmg the truee,
Soult reinforced his right with his reserves, and Beresford
recoived his attilery, About two o'clogk, o Highland and a

+ Portuguesebridge, which inthe failure of Freire’s opening attack,
had waintained their ground under cover of a hill, suddenly
assanlted and won the redoubts of Colombette and Calvinet,
with the other defences there. The Fronch rotorted by a mur-
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derons fire and 'a tremendous onslaught but though they.
regnined Colombetts, they could not drive the Highlanders

from the hill. The 6th division now advanced, and fcmed

the enamy back, so that the whale hill was once more in the

hands of the allies. Beresford hiad also gained the greatest

part of Mont Ravo, and the battle was won; for Soult the

nexé night abaudoned the town, now open to fire from the

heights, and mede a forced march of 22 miles to Villefranche-
The losses on both sides wore very great. On the English 595

were killed, 4,046 . (including Geverals Pack, Moendizabel,

and Espelette) wounded, and 18 missing. Sonlt's loss might

e a thousand Jess ; but he left #a the hands of the allies three

gonerals (lTarispe, St. Hilaire, and Baurot), 1,600 prisoners,

8 caunous (one of which was token in the fight), and an im-

mense magnzine of stores of every ‘deseription. He had, in all

five gencrals disabled. Yet, though he hnd_ abandoned a town,
which he had made extraordipary efforts to save, he actually

claimed the victory ! He is charged with having fought the

battle aftar ho knew his master had abdicated (for that cvent

bad taken place on the 2ud); but this appears to have heen

impossible, and, when Lord Aberdeon, alter the passing of the

Euglish Beform Eill, rapeated the accusation in the House of

Lords, and reviled .the minister for being on amicable political

terms with a man capable of such a erime, Wellington rose en

the instant, and emphatically declared that  Marshal Soult

did not know, and that it was impossible he counld know, of the

emperor's abdication when he fought the battle.”

Soult maneged his retreat extremely well, and only lost
about fifty dragoons, which the allies contrived to cut off. St.
Simon was despatched to him to inform him of the events
which had taken pln.t':e‘in Paris, but he did not at onco acquiesce
in the messenger’s authority, and took up s posmon at Castel-
nandery, and determined to wait till he could receive pwperly
authenticated intelligonce. He, however, proposed an nrmis-
tice, which Lord Wellinglon decidedly refused, and recom-
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meneced operations to eompel Soult's adhesion. On the 17th

another collision would probably have taken place had not a

_‘oouricr from the chicf of Napoleon’s staff arrived, and put an
end to Soult’s hesitation. Souchet nlso yiclded to the tecessity
of the case, and so the bloady field of Toulouse may bo said to
have concluded the Peninsular campaigns.

A most disastrous sortie, however, was made on the night
‘of the 14th at Bayonne. Every onc concwrs in denouncing
Thouvenot’s conduct. No military end could he gained by it,
and rumours of Napoleow’s fall had reached the fortress, The
allicd losses were 150 killed, 398 wounded, and 223 missing;
whilg those of the French were admitted to be above 940, wany
of them by the fire of their own guns. General Hay was
killed, General Stupford wounded. and Siy John Hope taken

.prisoner. The French algo lost a General.

The arrangements of the peuce were rapidly made, and the
_restless avertuiner of old dynasties cmbarked, after a humili-
ating jowrney from Fontainebleau to Frejus, on hoard the
Undauntcd frigate for Elba. Lord Wellington was named
on the 215t {6 the noportant and honoursble office of Ambas-
sador to tle: Court of France. On the 80th he left Toulouse
and reached Daris on the 4th of May. His roeeption everywherc
was most flatlering, and honours kept flowing in upon bim
thick and fast. From the King of Spain, whom he had so
ally assisted to replace on the thrune of his fathers, he received
a letter overtlowing with cxpressions of gratitude and csteem.
Trons the Crown Prince of Swoden be received the insignin of
the Royal Military Order of the Sword ; from the Austrian
Emperor, those of Maria Theresa ; from the Russian, those of
8t. George ; and from the King of Prussian those of the Black
Bagle. At home, besides being thanked at various times for
each of his principal victories, he was elevated to a Dukedom,
Sir John Hope, Sir Thomas Graham, Sir Stapleton Cotton,
Sir Rowland Hill, and Sir W. C. Beresford, his brave brethren
n arms, were also raised to the peerage. From Parig he pro-
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cceded to Madrid. which he reached -on the 24th of May, and
from whence he furnished an able and lueid memorandum of the
state of Spain., On the 10th the Luke of Wellington repaired
to the army at Bordeaux, and having superintended the arrange-
ments for the embarkation of those portions of the army recalled
from the continent, he published on the 14th a general order, in
which he congratulated his troops on the successful termination of
their labowrs, and thanked them [or their admirable conduet.

He then embarked for Bngland, and about five o’dock ou
the orning of the 25vd he reached Dover, aml landed soon
afrerwieds amidst the plandits of ten thousand spectators, who
misisted o carrying him to the Ship inn, where he stayed.
Thie Du hiss of Wellington and the. Countess of Morningtou,
his wife and mother, were present op this jnteresting oceasion,
"The fulloving morning he sct out for Portsmouth, where the
wlhied sovereignes were B0 witness o grand neyiew,  We need not
ray that the enthusiasw with which he was grected was beyond
deseription, On the uvth he tonk his seat iu the Hovse of Peers
for the first time. He was introduead by the Dakes of Rich-
mond und Beaufort, who were in military uniform, and wore
their dueal robes. Heing wrrived in the body of the house,
he made the usual obeisance te the Lord Chaneellor, and
thowed his patent and right of sumnions. e thou approached
the table, where fis patonts as Baron aud Viscount, Barl, Mar-
guis, and Duke, were severally read by the clerks.  The oaths
were next sdministered to bim, and he signed tho test rolls.
Aceompanied by his neble supporters, he now took his seat on
the duke’s beuch, and saluted the houso by rising, taking off
his hat, and bowing respectfully. The Lord Chaocellor then
rose, and nddressing the gallant hero in a glowing panegyrie,,
conveyed to him the following resolution :—** That the thanks
of this house be given to Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington,
on his veturn from his command abroad, for his eminent and
unremitting sorvices to his Majosty and to tho public.” The
Duke made & suitablo xeply, and soon afterwards retired.
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On the 10th of Mayy the Princoe Regent had sent to the
1louse of Commons & message, recounmending them to graut
the Duke such an aunuity ss might support the high dignity of
tho title conferzed, and prove a lasting memorial of the nation’s
gratitude and munificcnce, Qn the 12th, the Speaker moved
that the sum of 10,0004 be snnuslly paid out of the eonsoli-
dated fund for the use of the Duke of Wellington, to be at any
{ime commuted for the sum of 800,000%, o be laid out in the
purchase of an estate. At the suggestion of Mr. Whitbread,
Mr. Ponsonby, and Mr, Canning, the proposed sum was unn
nimously incrensed to 100,000%, making in oll half a million
granted to him, In the llouse of Lords the pension was like
wige passed nem. dis.  Suitable ponsions were also bostowed upon
the Duke’s uewly ennoblod Heuténauts. Qn the 1st of July, he
attended ot the House of Commons to thank the House in per-
son for its bounty. On his entrance, the members rose fivm
their kents, The Speaker then infurming him that o chair was
st for his repose, he sat down in it far some time, eovered, the
the sergeant standing on his right hand with the mace groonded;
the members in the meantimeresumed their soate I'he Duke then
rose, and uncovering himself, made & short speech expressivo of
his gratitude to the House, not only for its liberal grant, but
for having sent a deputation of its members to congratulate him
on his return home. The Speaker having addressed him in
return, bo withdrsw, making the same obuisamoes as when he
entered ; and all the members rising as before, he was con-
ducted by the sergonut to the door of the Honse.

On the 7th of the month, the Duke accompanied the Prince
Regent, who went in gront etato to St. Puul's Cathedral, to
jeturn public thanks for tho restoration of the blessiugs of

peace,
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The War of 1815—Escape of Nupolkeon from Elba--Strerigth of the Armics—
Murat 18 Dafented—Aflair at Charloroi—Rattles of Quatre Bras and Liguy~—
Allled Retri at=-RBattlo of Watatloo—Subsequent Operations,

Toe Duke of Wellington had now won & roputaiion than
which no comunarder, whether aucient or modern, has aver
achieved one miore brillinnt or that will be more enduring. It
1- to pay but a slight compliment to a general to say that he is
brave (lourageis n virfue that must be suppoced m all whose
profession is arms—from the least drummer-boy to the maishal
covered with honours  All solthers, or, at least all Biitish
soldiers, o1e ex-nfficio brave ; but in the chiief of an army we
must look for other and far more impo: tant qualities. Besides
the physical hardthood required to lead his men, on ap cmer-
gency, into actual confliet, ho must posscss a keen discrimina-
tion to plercs his opponent’s most inscrutable designs, and o
sound judement to foresec the remotest consequences of Lis own.
He must bo giited with a rapidity of conception that will enable
him to plan the movements by wluch he may profit by any
happy “ eurrent of the hendy fight,” and a decision by which
he may turn advantage into complote success. He must poscess
a stern determination of temper, that will suffer no one to play
with his cemmonds, and a kindness of manner, and a tact, that
will securo to him the lave and respeet of Lis soldiers. 1le must, in
shott, be endawed with allthe faculties that ennble men to govers.
His must be the master-mind, to which all will Jearn to look
with eonfidence for assistance mdifficulty and for safety in danger.

The reader will have attended but caorclessly to the events
narrated in the precoding chapters, if he has not porceived all
these, and & hundied other necossary qualities of a great com-
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mander, conspiedous in the chavacter of the Duke of Welling-

-ton.  As o tactician o had proved himself to be unrivalld,
We neod not point to the matchlees defenees of Lisbon, but to
bia arrangements for the slightost skirmish in which he wes
apneerned, for proofis of kis vast uttajmﬁenta n military seienco,
or for displays of his consummate getfiua--genias that, fettored
by inadequate meang, by ppposition ot hame, and faithlessness
in his allies, turned disasters ihto vietory—that prostrated the
proudest forts, esrried the sfrongest positions, and made *“ ten
flee ot the rebuke of one.” ‘Thd Duke of Wellington might
have reposed upon his Jaurels with a fame as briliant as eny
that glittered in the military archises of the world ; but there
wasd in store for him another yittory, the Instre of which was
1o absorb all his previous succosses. The only other man in
the world that conld be eompared with him, but with whom he
had nover yet crosskd swords, escaped from his mimic empire
at Elba, to exptrience in porson an ace@mulation of those many
and crushing dofeals which his rival had inflicted upon his
bravest marshals.

Before, however, deseribing the extroardinpry incidents of
the year 1815, it may be intcrosting to state, that, towards the
end of the preceding summer, Wellington made a tour of the
Netherlands, for the purpose of yeponking upon 4he necessary
steps to be taken to protest tho froptier agaiust any fntme
Gallic descent upon Hurope, Tho line of defenpes proposed
wae from Liege, aloog the Mense and Sanibre, to Nawur and
Clarloroi, and thencs by Mons to the sen ; tnd in the papes,
which i choiapterised by his usual porspicuity, ¢he position on
which hLe fought tho baille of Wateloo is indioated as an
advantagesna ono to cover Brussels, This report was dated
from 'PFaris, whence tho Duke proscoded, eatly the next
Febiligry, to Vienna, to roplace Lord Castlereagh, whose pre-
semgd lind bocome nedessary at home,

§ Muantinie %ditbmded soldicrs of Napoleon had suoceeded
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in exciting in France some very formidable disturbances ; and
on the 26th of February, the banished emperor embarked on
board a 20 gun brig, with 400 of his Three ather
vesscls in the port were soized, and freighted with 200 infautry,
100 Polish light horae, gnd the battalion of flankers of 200 men.
On the 28ih, having eluded the observation of the English
frigates, ho disembarked in the -Gulf of Juan, not without
losing twenty-five of his sroall forcs, who were taken prisoners
at Antibes,"which their eaptain had imprudently attempted to
seize. Al eleven the same night, Napaleon set out for Connes,
and from thenee ho proceeded towards the capital, which he
roached on the 20th of Mareh, having eollected a considerable
arny on his way; for his old troops threw off their allogiance
to Louis XVI11,, and zeturued by whole regiments ut once to
Napoleon's standard, On the 18th of March, the representa-
tives of the allied powers, namely, the sAustiian, Spanish,
French, British, Prussian, Russian, and Swedish, assemblod
at Vicina, and prowulgaied o declaration, in which they de-
noune d him as & truce-bresker, and declared theiy determina-
tion to give him the most stremuous opposition. The Duko of
Woellington was theraupon appointed generalisaimo of the Bel-
gic arraes, the Prines of Orange resigning his command, and
taking a subogdinato one,

As usunl, the English ministry menifested its characteristic
supineness,  The ewperors of Austria and Ruyesis, and the
Lings of England and Prussia, had agieed 4o keop in the field
150,000 soldiers each, including ono-teuth cavelry and a duo
proportion of artillery—the English government having tho
option of commuting the performance of its eontract by sub-
sidising the other ppwers in proportion. The Dulke, however,
had only 78,600 men, most of whom ware new lovios, the troops
from Spain having unfortunately been for the most part sent
out of reach. It was, in fact, ns the Duke desonibed it, “ an
infamous army, very weak and ill oquipped, and with & very
inexporionced stoff.” In France, almost every man between
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20 and 69 years old had boen called out, and the arny was
* stated $0 aponnt to ¢wo millien men, bul probably not more
than & tegth of that number astually took the field,

On the 2th of Agril, Mufat, §n spite of Napoleon’s 1omon-
etrunoes, invaded the Papal States ; snd on the 912 of May,
aftor exporiancing some ming d was ottacked by thoe
Austzisns near Tolentine,.and so uttorly ruined, that when he
yo-cntered Naples his escort was rediaced to four laucers. On
the 21st, he eailed for Francs, and two days after’the deposed
Nenpolitan king was quistly restared.

On the 1st of June, Napoleon exlibited ¢ giand military
pageant, on which opeasion he sevigwed 00,000 soldiers. He
then took the field in enrnest. On the 12th, he left Paris, and
on the ldth ho had jeinéd his troopa on the frontier. 'lic
1ight wing of the Duke of Wellington's army, which, it his
been stated, was altugether 78,500 strong, was stationed, under
the command of Lord ill, at Ath—the left, under the I'rimco
of Orange, at Braine-le-Comie and Nivelles—a strong corps of
cavalyy wis guarteted, under the Eail of Uxbiidge, near Giam
mont—ond the reserva was at Brossels, whigh the Duke hed
made his head-quarters, The Prussian army, which compriscd
115,000 men, was in four divisions, stationed respectively at
Charleroi, Namur, Cinay, avd Liege. The French amny was
154,370 strong, and eompyised 24,750 -cavalry, 122,000 iu-
fantry, and 7,620 artillery, with 269 guns,

On his arrival, Bonaps#te publichod ons of his usual gascon-
sding geperal orders; and at deylight the next day Ins second
corps, commanded by Reille, erossed ghe Sambre near Thuin,
and drove in the gutpoats of the Peussian first corps, at the
head of which was Von Ziethen. The Prussians made o gal-
Innt 1esistance, but being overpowered by numbers, evacuated
Charleroi, whare Napolcon fixed his head-quarters. ‘The mght
was spent by the Franch in crossing with the remainder of their
corps, and by Prince Blucher (the Comwmander-in-Chief of
the Prussians) in taking up o position to give him battle.
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Blugher stationed his first corps at St..w. his third (Thiel-
mar's ot Bi Mam tour (Bellow's) a¥'Lagny, the sesgnd
(Vun Pirch’s) beh ¢ in pessrys,

All military ﬁtwh ware of opie thiat Nupoloon's Lest
policy at firat wauld have ‘0&11 fea'war in Finhee; and
Wellington and Blucher hpdl’ condiudéd that sush & coarss
wauld have been adopted,  Thdl bud ncsordingly agreed to
enter the Gallic tertitory,neat Maubeuge by the fst of Julyy
but they had taken mbwmﬁoﬁ, i pse the ety shindld
act beforeband. On Ho“\5th, Brussals was as quiet as i
there bad been noither wag avk Fumotng of wae in the neigh.
bourhood, Until the nriiged®of the Privta of Orauge in the
evening, nothing wos known/of the vomit at Charleroi, exocpt
that it was & gharp sffhir of outhosts. Alter receiving the
Priucg, Zi§Duke returned to his dianer; but soon afferwards
iendttiftMirfiling cate it the rodm in gi¢éat haste, aud brought
futhe#dispatches  Wellingtén was not, however, put i full
possession‘of the tacts of the vase Il midnight, when & second
courier mrrived from Blucher, His dispaichés wese instautly
conveyod to the Duke, who s ot the Duchess of Rishniond's
ball, e read them through with grept apparent carnestnoss;
and after remaining fir & fow winutos abaorbed in deep refiec-
tion, ho gave some, ordats, it hip tsasl clear and edncise wan.
ner, to one of his sinff, and was Again ns animated as aver,
Alfter supper ho went Lismas but before the ball broke up, the
troops were undcr pr, m:l h@' dghg o’clock bad depasted for
the forest of Soignias,
. While the Prussigns were Leing driven from Charlervi, the
Prince of Welma's brigade, which tormed the Prinee of Orange’s
advanced gunrd, was attacked at Frasnes, pad fyroed back to
o hamlet about twenty mijés from Brussels, edfied Quatre Bras
or the four roads, formed by the highWsy from Charleroi to
the capital, crossing that faom Nawar g8 Nivelles, The Prince
of Orauge reinforeed the tetrenting corps, andl before morning
had mcove;ea ths grealer part of tho loat ground, and thus

4 ¢
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restered the ommnication with Prince Blucher. On the next
day (tho 16th), however, the Fronch eominander (Marshal Ney)
rettrned to the attack with the whole of the second carps, num-
bering 80,640 soldiers, and Kpllestnan's artillery, The Hano-
voriaus, after & gallont roristancs, were driven from their posi-
tian; and & wood close to () Beas, called the Bois de Bossu,
il into the hands of the Fpoheh. Just at this poing, the lead-
ing regiments of the K division, uuder Sir Thomas Pigton,
* eame up, exbausted by o long maveh, on an opprossively hot
day, over 4 country where very little water could be procurdd.
The Duke was also with thew, for he had ov(xtaken them on
the way. A glanes told him that the moment waa eritical,
and he orderell the wood to be recovered,
Noy, with doublo the force of his opponent, strove to over-
turn the British regiments befors they could be formed for
battle, and hurled his eavalry o4 them as they advenced.” All
was of no avail, His horss reepiled from the immoveablo British
squares, and heaps of elain told how futils were their efforty,
“One regiment, after sustaining a furious canvonade, was sud-
deuly, and on three different eldes, assailed by eavalry. Two
foves of the equare were charged by the lnncers, while the
cuiravsiers gallopeld down upon another, It was a trying mo-
mont. There was a death.hike silence, and one voice alene,
sgloar and calin, was hicard. 1t was their solonel’s, who callud
upan them to be * steady.’ (n eanathe enemy-~the enrth shook
beneath the horse’s fest; whils on every aide of tha devoted
band, the corh, bending bencaih tho rush of cavalry, disclosed
thoir nymerons ausailgnts, 'The lanco-blades approached the
bayonsts of the knealing front yank-—the euirassiers were within
forty paces—yet not a trigger was drawn. Dut when the word
*Pire!’ thundered from the colonel's lips, ench fiace poured
out its deadly volley, and in a moment the laeding files of the
French loy bofors the square, as if hurled by a thunderbols
to the earth. The assalanty, broken and dispersed, galloped
off for shelter to the tall ryo; while a siream of musketry from
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the Buitich square carried death mto"the retreating squadrous.”
The other regiments displayed equal determunation; but so
grent was the disparity of their {oes, that thongh not a foot
was yielded the result was doubiful, “ Maddensd to see their
ranks thinned by renowed sssnults, which they were merely
suttesd to repel, they panted for_the hour of setion The hot
blood of Erin wag boiling for l&rmge; and oven the cool cn-
durance of the Scoteh hégan to yield, and s murmur was sore-
times heard of * Why are we no lod forward ¢
At this eriticnl moment Mgitland's division of the Guards
anived from Enghion, after & fifteen houts’ march, without fond.
They instantly plunged nto the wood, and in half an bous had
ompletely cleaved it. AB often, however, a¢ they essayed to
pu.h their snoeess favther, ihey encvuntered so tremendous a
fue of grape and eannon-balls, that they were compslled to
desist.  On the otber haud, when the Fregeh strove, 1o regain
the wood, they were mot with so deadly a {usilads, that they
quickly retreated. These alternate attaeks were continued for
threo hours; and mght at length coming on, and the Enclish
being reinforced by a brigade of heavy vavalry and horeg ar-
tillery, Noy dessted from his attompt to regain tho Dois do
Bossy, and * fell back upon the road to Frasnes. The moon
roso angrily; wtill & few cannon shet were henrd after daylight
had departed ; hut grodually thoy ceaged. The fires were
lighted, and such miserable provisions as could be procurey
were furnished to the havassed soldiery; and while strong
pioquets were posted in the front and flanks, the 1emnant of the
British and their hrave alhios piled arms and stretebed then-
solves on the hattle-field.s 1In this engngement, the Engheh
casunltics wero 850 killed, 2,880 wounded, and 181 missing.
The total slfied loss was about a thousand wmore than the
Fiench—a cireumatanoe to bo accounted for by the faet, that
the English hod nather eavalry nor aitillery, wlile Ney had
8,000 eacellent horse, and 46 guns, The Duke of Brunswick
* Maxwell
! a2
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was amongst the slain, having been killed while bravely fight-
ing at the hend of his men, The French official account ad-
mitted their losa to be 4,200 killed and wounded.

Ou the 16th of June, another and no less desperate baitle
was fought at Ligny. Napoleon, with the whole of his army, ex-
clusive of the troops ongaged at Quatre Bras, and the 1st corps
in reserve, commenced an attack on the whole of Blucher's foree,
except Bulow's corps, tha albsenee of which reduced it to 80,000
wen, the enemy being about 20,000 etronger. Blucher alleges
that the French avmy aib Ligny amounted to 130,000; but
more trustyorthy accounts reduce it to v2,000,,till the closing
scene, when, seeording to Alison, it was reinforced by Diouct’s
corps (the tst), St. Amand was the first scene of conlliot,
and the village was earried after a determinod resistance. The
attack was then made on Ligny itself. Ligny was & large and
solidly built village; and here & tremendous fizht was kept up
till dark. "The space being confined, did not admit of the whole
forces being employed at ones; but the combatants on each
side were constently reivforced, and about 200 cannons, in-
cluding the artillery of both armies, were Lept fiercely playing
upon the devoted village. 1t was set on fire in several places,
and the earnage was frightful. A French regiment of 800
strong left the field with only 80 raen, Every wall, fence, and
hedge, was obstinately defended, aud the village was six times
taken and re-taken Ly the eontending forees,

The battle at times extendod throughout the whole lines,
but the contested point was Ligny, where tho struggle never
relaxed its fierceness. The Prussisns met with some decided
success, having re-taken St. Amand; and tho issuc scomed 1o
hagg upon which sido should receive the first reinforcement,
Bincher was cxpecting the Britigh, who, however, had their
own work to do, and the 4th corps, which had been stationed
botween Liege and Hannut, and which various circumstances
prevented from arriving. Napoleon, at about four o'clock,
had despatched a messenger for Drouet’s eorps, which com-
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prised 25,000 men; but Ney bad also sent for it, and it was
kept, as the Marshal afterwards complained, ‘¢ idly parading
from the right to the left, and from the left to tho right,” uatil
it could be of no service to cither, While matters were in this
state, Napoleon succeeded i’ cagrying the village. A body of
his infantry monaged, in the gloony to gain the Prussian rear,
while & mass of cuirassiers mady a. similar ‘movement on the
other flank. © The Prussians then rotreated lejsurely towards
Tiily, leaving Bfteen dismounted guns behind them, but no
prisoners, beyoad their wounded, A & quarter of a league
they reformed again, but-the enemy did not venture ona second
attack. The villages of Drie'and Sombref remained in the
possession of the 1'vusgians, who, however, rotreated the next
day towards Gembloux, where the 4th oorps had arrived
during the night. The losses on both sides were ag consider-
able as the valour exhibited by either army was creditalle.
Napoleon's loss was 6,800 ; Blucher's 15,000, besides 10,000
more, who were dispersed nfber the battle ; 4 standards, and 21
guns.

Although the Prussmns were worsted, their behaviour was
beyond all praise. Their gallant leader was in the thickest of
the fight, and narrowly eseaped being slain or taken prisoner;
for “lnlv leading an unsuecessful charge of cavalry, his horse
was wounded, and after galtoping fariously forward, foll dead
upon hin. The Prince eould not be extricated; but his aide-
de camp, Count Nostiz, refused to leave him, and, lying down
by his side, covered him with his cloak as he lay senseless on
the ground. Thoe French cuirassiers passed and re-passed
without noticing him; and the Prinee, having Ly this time
recovered from his swoon, mounted a dragoon horse and rode
off. The next day he thought it prudent to'retreat on Warvre,
to concentrate his troops, which the French allowed him to
do without making any attempt to interrupt his operations,
though Marshal Grouchy, with 45,000 men, had been de-
spatehed in pursuit of him,
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This BWp tgken by t.he Prussian eommander rendered a
corresponding ons necessary on the part of the Duke of Welling-
ton, who aecordingly determiued to fall back, by a route par: allel

: mﬁlweber & reivent, upom Mont St. Jean, a pesition whicl, as we

hnm statod, he hmd long before chosen as the best upon which
to fight a bnttle in defence of the capital. Napoleon, on the
other hand, hastened to Fiasues, intending to bring on the en-
counter without delay. He thought proper, however, to wait
for the amival of his 6th corps and reserves, and in the
meantime Wellington, by means of a few clever dispositions,
masked his movements until he had passed the greater part
of his army aver the Dyle by the long natrow bridge of Genappe.
When, therefore, Nupnleon had recexved his reinforcements and
mage his arrangemerts for the attack, ke discovered how com-
pletely he had been chented. He immediately ordercd a largo
body of cavalry to follow the English rear-guard, and at
Geuappe a smart aﬁau: took phce. The 7th Hussars and some
squadrons of the 11th and 23rd Dragoons came gallantly to the
ch'xrgc but those light troops, being unable to make any -
pression upon the cuirassiers, were repulsed. Lord Usbridge,
however, ¢ folowed on the sems side’” with the Life Guards,
before whose superior weight and prowess the mailed chivalry
of France recoiled with heavy loss, No other attempt was
made to interrupt the allied movement éxcept a distant and
ineflective canuonade,

The weather during the whole of the 17th was unsettled
and stormy, but it grew worse as darkness set in. The rain
which fell incessantly, somstimes .in torrents, was accompanicd
by loud peals of thunder aund almost a hurricane of wind.
“'While the troops reposed on the battle field, the Duke of Wel-
lington, with his general officers and their respective staffs,

occupied the village of Waterloo. On the doors of the several
* eottages, the names of the principal officers were chalked,* and

frail and penshmg a8 was the wcord it was found there
* Maxwell.
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long after many of those whom it’ designoted had coased to

-exist.” At dawn the soldiers starvted from their chetrless
bivouac, and made themselves ready for the batile; and when
the trumpets and drums sounded ond beat to arms, the whole of
the forces sprang to their posﬁs with the wimost alaerity and
zeal,

The English left ecentre vm in front of Mont St Jean,
s hamlet whore two hread snd wuniform 'highways, the
eastern [rom Genappe and Charleiol, and the western from
Nivelles, converge and proceed in one to Brussels. Both these
roads are intersected by a third from Ohain and Wavro to
Merbe-Braine, formed on the ridge of & gentle elevation avhich
on the castern side, about 700 yards from the Charleroi road,
elevates itself into a mound averlooking the hamlet of Papelotte,
and then expands into an open plain. This ridge formed the
Duke of Wellington's first line; the ugh.t wing bgmg posted
about 200 or 260 yards-iun front of a-ravine erossing the Ni-
velles road and Merbe Braino, * Between the line and the ravine
there was o sort of plateau, on which a part of the 2nd corps,
under Lord Hill, was placed, to be ¢ither in reserve or to assist
in defending the flank, should any attack be made upon it.
The extrowme loft was o little in the rear of the Wavre road,

and rested on a lane leading from Smohain to Verd Cocou;
but there were also strong piequets at thore villages, at the
farms of Papelette Ter ln gaye and other posts in the neigh-
bourhood, so as to keep ‘the commaunications with Blacher open.
A corps of observation under Sir Charles Colville likewise held
Halle to cover Brussels in oase the British right should be
turned.  The whole line, which was about two miles long, was
in frout of the forest of Soignies, which would have formed
an admirable eover in the event of o retreat.

Two important out-posts remain to be described. The first
was the farm of La Iaye Sainte, situated on the Charleroi high-
way, about 250 yards in advance of the Wavre road. This was
defended by 300 men, part of a Hanoverian brigade, under Major
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Baring, who was afterwards reinforced with.200 additional troops,
The othier was the chatean Hongomont—a farm-house once the
conntzy seat of a Flemish nobleman. It stoed about 450 yards
from the junctare of the Wayre with the Nivelles road, and a
Tittde to the west of the latter, It was built on low ground,
but was commuanded by guns of the 2nd division on the neigh-
bouring platean. On one side it consisted of a large farm-yard
and outbuildings, and on the other of a garden survounded by a
. brick wall; there was also adjeining it an open wood of three
or four acres, in which 300 Nassau riflemen werc disposed under
Lord Saltoun, The house and gardens were held by light com-
panies of tho Coldstream and 8rd Guards under Lieutenant-
Colonel Maedonnell. This being the key to the whole of the
Dritish position, every exertion had been made since day-break
to increase its means of defence,~—and its walls were pierced to
afford facilities for the muskets and rifles of its garrison. The
Jike care was taken st L Haye Sainte, but here greater diffi-
cultics had to be overcome; for the large door had been in-’
cantiously burnt for firewood ; the carpenters had been scnt to
Hougomont ; and the mule which carried the regimental tools
for entrenching had been lost the day before; so that not even a
hatchet eould be proeured. The English position; in shart, with-
ont possessing any great natural streagth, was most admirably
chosen.: The opposing heights were all within range of the
artillery, and no movement could be made against any part
of the British lines out of mnsket shot. -The reverse of the ac-
clivity on which the Wavre road runs, enabled the Duke to dis-
pose his cavalry and reserves entirely without the observation of
the cneuty ; and he could thus strengthen any part of the line
for #ltack or defence unseen. The country in front was per-
fectly open and practicable for all arms, and the two great roads
“inereased the facilities of commranication between tho front and
rear. The flanks were also qul defended, and an attack on
cither would have been highly hazardous






- A 7
o re g

I
PO - PR <4

v

AT WATERLOO, 1815.



RELATIVE RTRENGIH OF THE CONTENDING ARMIES., 17
The offective strength of the allied army was as follows :—

infantry. | Cavalry | ArtiMlery |Total Mfen.] Guns,

Diitishosurercencenns| 15,181 | 5,848 | 2,967 /23001 | 78
German Luegmn.. . 8,801 | 1,001 526 | 5818 18
Brunswickers. ..,...| 4 686 bG(o 510 5,062 10
Hanoverians. ......| 10,258 4907 465 | 11,220 12
ABSUNETD.e e v vonenr | 2,580 cesene e 2,880 v
Dutch Belgious. .. | 19,402 | 3,208 . 1,177 | 17,784 v&_

40,668 | 12,402 5,645 | 67,0656 | 156

The French am'y mmpxised infuntry, 48,930; cavalry,
15,705; artil]ery 7,282; total, 71,947 mon und “48 .guns.
Other acoounts raise the allies to 74,000 men, and the Freuch
to 90,000 and 296 guns,

Nuthing, it appears, opuld exceed the surprise and delight
of Napoleon and his generals, at the alhed movement of the
17th, which, attributing to any cause but the right oue, they
tortured into cvidence of defvat. Soult seut & dispateh to
Davoust, the French Minister of War, in which he inhly out-
Soulted Soult, e sunounced that Wellington and Blucher
diad been separated, and had only ¢ saved thomsclves with ditfi-
culty.” ¢ Tho effect,” he said, *“ was theatrical. In an instant,
the enemy was routed in all dircetions.”  Another aecount in
the Monwteur naively rewarhed that a wholo Scotch division
of 5,000 or 6,000 1en had been cut to picces, for they had nut
“seen any of them prisoners ! A thikd narrative concluded by
stating that they would nat hear of the Prussians aguin for
some time, even if they should be able to rally. As for the
Englisl: they would “ soon see what would beeomo of them.
The Emperor was there 1

The two rival armies had bivouacked on the night of the
17th within three guarters of & mile from each other, and in
some places at cven less distauce than that; and Napo-
leon expocted the following day to resume his pursuit. 1o was,
thercfore, much pleased at discovering tho allies sctting their

GD
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batile in array; and tarning to one of his staff, he exclaimed,
“ dh! jo las tiens donv, ces duglau"‘ ,He is aleo repurted to
hove praised the soldierly mauner in whigh' the army took up
their ground ; adding, however, that;** they mistrun.”  Soult,
who notwithstending his Manehausenis digpatohes, thoroughly
appresiated British prowess, expressed, same doubts, and Napo-
loon turning quickly round, asked hits, Wby«’" The curt
roply was, * Because they will be cut 4o piacés first,”

Napoleon’s dispositions, liké the Duke’s, were admimble,
and afforded him ample facilities for atfack or defence. 1lis
line was on the heights before Blanchenoit, hin centre crossing
the .Charleroi road at the farm of La Bels Aymuee' and
his army, in no fewer than thirteen distinet polumns, procesded
to take up its positions with all the martial nccompaniments of—

# The neighing steed, the'sh¥ill frump,

The spivit sthring dvam, the ear-piercing fife,
The roynl banter, and all quality—

Pride, pomp, end oiroumstance of glorious war.*

This having been effected with remarkablo precision, Na-
poleon, with & brilliant stoff, passed from one end to the other
of his lines, which were much longer than the allied, and was
enthusiastically cheered by his men. Ha then procecded to the
rear, where he took his stand on ‘the height behind La Belle
Alliance. Thetwo armies were whaiting in breathless anxioty
for the commencement of the struggle, for, though thore had
been skirmishing all the morning, it had been acnrcely heeded
in the anxicty of the hour. Napoleon's fist thought was to
attack the centre; bilt ho pustpaned s assault on that part of
the allied lines, atd ordered his- bm"het Jeromis to advance
with the 2nd corps, consisting ‘of 80,000 men, against Iougo-
mont, About halfipast 10 or guarter to 11, 8ir George Woad,
by the Duke's direction, catised the first gun to be fired at an
advancing eclumn of tho enemy. The discharge, which killed
six or cight men, was soon followed by a general cannonade in
support of the attack, and by oue in reply rom the Dritish bat-
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teries. The enemy suceeeded by ‘earrying the wood, but their
attempts against the buildings were ineffectual. - On the con-.
trary, a5 they sonfidently rushed towarde the garden wall, they
were receivedl with s tremendous volley that prostrated the lead-
ing files, and this being eupported by a telling fusilade, they
quickly began to give way. The Guards therenpon sallied and
cloared part of the wood, and the Duke, justly relying on the
skill of his artillery, ordered Major Bull to open his howitzer
batteries upon the remainder. In ten minutes the whole was
abandoned by the French.

Napoleon now commenced a tremendous eannonade through-
out the lgnn, which was promptly retarned by the Enghsh guns
—every piece that could be broughtto bear on both sides being
vigorously employed. Large masses of cavaliy were observed
concentrating on the French side of the field, and it was appa-
rent that some new attack was intended. The Duke of Wel-
lington, therefore, formed his eentre divisions into squares, and
withdrew them behind the ridge, so a8 to shelter them from the
storm of cannon balls. Meanwhile, Jerome had reinforced his
troops, and returned with still greater fury to the attack on
Hougoment. The Guards outside tho farm made a gallant
resistance, and when driven back, retired to.the cover of a
haystack, from which they kept up the fight tilldt was set on
fire, "Finding themselves also out-flanked, and in danger of
being cut off, they retired bastily into the furumi-yard, the gato
of which they strove to barrieado with ladders, posts, barrows,
or anything they cowld lay hands upon.  All was in vain ; the
gote was foreed open, and a few Fr enchmen rushed into the
yard. The deflenders instantly ran to_the nearest cover, and
opened such a firo as sotn cheeked their advance. The gallant
fellows then made a fierce attack in return, and after an intrepid
struggle ou both sides, Colonel Macdonnell, Captain Wyndham,
Licutenants Gooch and Harvey, and Serjeant Graham contrived,
by the exercise of groat daring and persounal strength, o close
the dour, »\hﬂc the intruders paid the penalty of their rashness,

.G 4
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Jerome's skirmishers, after this brave and almost suecessful
attack, sprend themselves over the broken ground on the left
and to the the rear of the chatesn, and suddeuly opened fire
upon Lieutenant-Colonel Smyth's battery, which had been
brought up 0 assist Major Bull's, whose guns being com-
manded by Piré's hotse battery, had sulfored greatly. Smyth
had silenced Iiré’s cannon, but his own battery soon experi.
enced so much injury from the muskets of the skirmishers, thut
he had to retive to a hollow to refit.  Four companics of the
Coldstreams, under Lisutonant Colonel Woodford, immediately
repulsed the skinnishers, but they retired to the garden wah,
and collected in considerable numbers. Woodford jnstautly
charaed and dispersed them, and the gallant colomel loft
part of his corps at the farm as a reinforcement. An insidious
atteipt was next made by some light troops to creep round the
eastern hedge, while the front attack wos being renewed.  This
did not eseapo the eagle glance of the Duke, who despatelied two
companies of the 8rd Guards Jrord the maiu line to meet tlem,
With this reinforcement, Lord Saltoun attaeked the encmy, and
diiving them awny once more, re-occupied the front hedge of
the orchard.

Napoleon had now detormined to make his left and centre
attack on theBritish lines, intending thereby to turn the former
and forca the latter ; and by possessing himself of Laslaye
Sainte and Mont St. Jean, to cut off the Duke’s communications
by the mnin road with Brussels, as well as to sever the allied
from the Drussian army. For thal important cuterprische had
selected the whele of Drouet’s ctrps, amotinting o 18,600 jufau-
try, in four columng, in addition to Roussel’s cavalry division,
To suppart this imposing foros, he hiad placed ten batteries,
containing 74 guns, with ranges of from 600 to 00 yards of the
Bunglish ling. Between half-past one and two, the advance
commenced, the French guns gadually becoming silunt as the
columns approached the English lines. Oun they came shout-
ing, “en avant!” “ Vive VEmperour ! "—till, driving back a
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Belgian brigade, they reached a sbroken hedge, behind whiclt
Victon was posted with the 5th divisian. The columus halted,
and hogan to deploy ; and whilst so engaged, o tremendous vol-
ley, at less than forty yards, threw them into confusion. Pic-
ton thundered the words, * Charge! charge! harrah!” and
fell from his horse, pierced in the right temple by & wusket-shot.
This truly gallant officor had two ribs broken et Quatre Bras,
but he had concealod his hurt lest ho should be prevented from
taking part in the battle of the 18th of June. Ilis death was
amyp'y avenged, for thebth division, struggling through the hedge,
fell upon the enemty, and ronted them with great slaughter. The
2nd Cavalry brigade, numbering 1,300 men, and consisting of
the Royals, Greys, and Dmmkxlleners, led by the Earl of Ux-
bridge, charged the discomfited troops with terrific violenee, and
covered tlie groand with slain.  Invain did the evirassiers aud
lancers, who had been drawn up to charge the 5th in flank,

seels to oppose them ; they were wept away with the rest, and
two enyles, as well na 2,000 prisoners, were taken. The Enclish
envalry, in fact, succmdud in cumpletely destroymg a division
5,000 strong, and in cutting the traces of all Drouet’s caunons,
which weve thus rendered usoless for the rost of the day.

These sugreessey, howover, were purchased at a considerable
cost. Whils the vietorious t1oops were disorganized by ther
pursuit, and wore completely blown, they wera charged in their
turn and repulsed, searcely a fifth of their gross number return-
ing from the conflict. ]t was in one of these encounters that
the chivalrous Rir Willisin Ponsonby lost bis life.

“Having cut through the first column, he passed on to
where Colunel Darville was hotly engaged, and found himself
out-flankod by a regiment of P*olish lancers in & newly ploughed
field, the ground of which was so sofi, that the horse could not
extiicate himsclf,  1le was attended by only one aide-de-camp.
At that instant, a body of lancers approached him at full
speed. 111 own death he knew was inevitable ; but suppasing
that his aide-de-camp might eseape, he drew fnth the picturo
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of his Indy and his watch, and was in the act of delivering
them to his cars, to bo cenveyed to his wifs amd fomily, when
the enemy catae up, and they were both speared apon the spot.
Ihs body was aftorwards found lying beride his horse, and
1 eroed with seven wounds, It is said, however, he did hot full
unrevenged, for the brigade he commanded had an oppurtunity,
before the battle censed, of again encountering the Polish lan-
cers, almost every one of whom was eut to pieces,”*

While these cvents were taking place, a part of Drovet’s
corps attacked La Haye Bainte, The aszailauts wore repulsed
by Buron Alten’s Germans, who wore charged is return by
Mithaud’s cuiransiers, The lattor, howevor, fell on an impreg-
nable square, and received a deadly fire from some neighbouring
12_iments a4 the rewand of their temerity. Ileeding this but little,
they passed ou to the erest of the British heights, and actually,
as the Duke observed, * walked about the allied squares as if
they were their own.” This did not last long, for presently the
Life Guards, Blues, and 18t Dragoon (iuards bore down npon
them, and sent them hoadlong into the valley.

All this time Hougoment eontinued to be & principal point
cf attack.  Foiled in overy attempt to eatry it by storm, Napo
leun hod at last ordered it to be bombarded, and by this means
it was set on fire.  The chapel was bumt down, and many of
the wounded of both sides perished in the flames, Btill the
blazing ruius were held as obstinately as ever, and though ten
thousand Frenchimen were killed and wounded in the nurberless
attacks upon it, the old chateau was never for an ipstant in
the hands of the enenty. Another and more desperate assault
thayany was made about this period upon the devoted building,
but its defenders having heen reinfurced by Byng's brigade, the
attempt failed as signally as its predecessors.

The farm of La Haye Sainte did not fae so well.  ““ fts
dofeuce had beon entrusted to Colouel Baring, with a detach-
meut of the (lerman legion, amouuting o about three hundred

* Mudford.
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men, subsequently reinforced by two hundred more. The attack
bagun ot one o’clock, and vontinued above two hours. Several
guns were hrought to bear upon the bouse, but the conflict was
chiefly maintained by many colwians of infantry, who advanocd
with sucli fury, that they aetually graspod b the rifies of the
besioged au they projected through the loop-holes. Fuur sme-
cossive attempls were thus made, and three times the assailants
were gallantly beaten off, Twios the'encmy suoceeded in setting
fire to & barn or ont-hohsa, contiguous fo the main building—
but hoth times it was fortunately cxtivguished, The numbers
of the garrison at deugth began to diminish—mouy were cither
Lilled or wounded—and at the same tiwe their ammunition was
1 ungl It became impossible to supply the ove, or reiuforce
the other, for there was uo practiesl comumnieation with tho
rost of the arniy, The men, reduced to five emiridges cach,
were enjoined to be not anly sparing of their fire, but to aim
well. A fourth atiack was now made by two column, strouger
than either of the preceding, and the enemy soon perceived thai
the gairison coulid not return a shot.  Embeldencd by this dis-
covery, they instantly rushed forward, aud burst open one of
the doors ; but a desparate resistance was still made with the
sword-bayonet, throygh the windows and embrasures. They
then asconded the walls and roof, whence they securcly fired
dowa upou thoir adversaries. This uncgual conflict conld uot
long continue, and, aftar an heroic defance, the post was sur-
rendered. It is affirmed, that the French sacrificsd to theic
rovenge every man whom they found in the place.”* The
encmy could make bu little use, after all, of this doarly acquired
conquest, as the ruined homse was exp the destructivo
and incessant fire of the guns on an adjoinipg ridge,

Ono of the most furious cannonades™R reeord was now
turned upon the English lines between the two highways, and
formtlxl the ovorfure to Napoleou’s last and mwst dusporate
attack.

* Mudford.
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Before, however, describing the concluding seenes of this
bloody but memorable day, we must digress for a few moments
to narratg the statp of affairs at Wavre. Grouchy, 4t will be
romemberad, had heen despatched on tha 17th of June to observe
the Prussians, between whom and the allies the gommunications
had never been interrupted. The Duke of Wellington lLiad writ-
ten to Blucher, telling him that he wonld accept hattle at Mont
St.Joan, ifhe eould be supported byiwo Prussian corps, Blucher
promised him the aasistance of bis entirg army, and, it is said,
the Duke rode overto te the Pryssian camp to seitle the preli-
minaries for the concertéd operutions. A4 oll events, it had
been decidod that the 2ud and 8th corps should warch by St.
Latnbert to take the French in the rear ; the second by Ohain,
to operate on their right flank; and the third to follow slowly,
a8 g roserve to cither, The Duke, in giving battle, had calcu-
lated on reeciving Bluoher's aid at two or three o’clock; but the
badness of the roads, oeasioned by the rain of the previous
night, rendered it impossible for it 10 come np il nearly four
hLiours later ; and the alliod resources had fhus been taxed to
support the contest for that loog period beyond what their noble
commander had intended, This is & point which, in estimating
the merits of the victory, ought not to be overlooked ; for to
have held the position o single hour agaiust the terrible can.
nonade which Napoleon’s enormous park enabled bim to pour
upon tho allied troops, was a task that would have severely tried
the mettle of tho best diacip)i d most experienced troops.
In a letter the Duke wrate to Beresford from DParis, he
said, “ Never did I see such a pounding match. Both wero
what boxers eall fgluttons,” Napolson did not manwuvre at
all.  He just moved forward in the old style, in colurans—and
was driven off in the old style. 1 never saw British infantry
behave so well.” The routine was in every instanco nearly the
same. The British were mostly in square. The French can-
nonaded them for somo time,\,nd then oeased firing; the cavalry
rushed on them; fell ypongan immoveable rock; retired, and
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were charged by the allid cavalry in return. This was ro-
peated innumerable times, Qceasionally the French would eon-
centrate their firs on some devoted regiment, which, to aveid
the iron hail, would lie down, but as scon as the cannonade
ceased, would rise and repulse the cavalry attack, with the calm
steadiness which all the British regiments shewad throughout

. the day. The loss, however, was, awful. The 27¢th regiment
had 400 killed in square, without retwning & shot; the 92nd,
though reduced to Jess than 200, undauntedly charged, pierced,
and routed a whole French column; the officer commanding the
3:5rd sent to Ieg for sapport, and the only ansier that could be
wiven }iim was, that hie wmst stand or fall where he was, The
Luglish gvms were many times taken and retaken,

Tt was with an anxious cye that the great Duke, all of whose
reserves had been gradually sent into action, watehed the battle. -
{ften was ho seon {0 glance at his wately and oncehe was heard
to exclaim, * Would to God that night or Blugher would come "
Still he kept a eomposed countenance, and, regardless of dan-
ger, rode about in the thickest of the fire, sceing that all went
well, and giving his men the encowragement they so much
needad; for it is an admitted fact, that the intrepidity which
enables & soldier to stand etill is of & much higher description
than that requived to make a charge, in which excitement often
supplies the place of valour. At a little before five, Bulow,
with a portion of his corps, arrived, and commenced his attack;
the cannon balls of his artillery renching as far as the Charleroi
road. Napoleon immediately despatched part of his reserves,
under Count Lobau, against him. These troops ston repulsed
Bulow, and separated him from the Hnglish army. A report
in tho meantime was spread along the French lines that the fire
proceeded from | Gmuchy s guns, and vietory now seemed cer
tain. At half past six, Pirch’s corps reinforcing the Prussians
to 46,000 men, began to show themselves, and Napoleon, still
full of confidence as to the rezult, made his grand attack on the
left centre,
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Throwing back helf his right wing to hold the Prussians in
check, he collected the reserve of his Tmperial Guard, amount-
ing to 15,000 men, and ordered their attack to be supported by
the simultaneons advance of the whole front line Having led
the Guards to the bottom of the hill, he pointed to the English
lines, and gaid, * There, gentlemen, is the way to Brussels!”
The response was & hearty ** Vive I’Empereur !” and tho attack
was honded over to Ney. The French marched proudly on to
the encounter, preceded by a cloud of skirmishers, who, carry-
ing on & smart battle with the light troops to the left, rapidly
advanced to cover with the smoke of their pieeces ¢he movement
of the Guards, end to drive the men from the English guus,
which were making frightful havoe with the epproaching
voluans., At last the leading ano reached the crost of the hill,

.behind which the Duke of Wellington had macde the Foot G uards”
lie down, to avoid the trgmmdous fire which wo have said formed
o preliminary to the attack. To the surprise of the French in
the front ranks, there appesred no obstacle cxvept a fow
mounted officers, whom they could just diseorn through the
smoke from Napier's battory, which the minute hefore had boen
engaged in driving back the skirmisLers by a sliowoer of cannis-
ter, grape, and shrapnel sholls, One of these officers was tho
Duke himself, who shouted, * Ur, Goarps! Maxe neany!”
Instantly they sprang up in a compaet line of four deep, and at
fifty paces poured into the column 8 volley that fairly staggered
it. The Imperisd Guards atbempted to deploy, but the rapid
and telling fire which was kapt upon them repdered the move-
ment & failure, and the Duke ordered Maitland to charge A
tremendous cheer was the réply, Guaed roet Guard for the first
tinie, and, in an instant, the' French were fieeing before the un-
niatehed prowess of tho English, The seoond column now came
ou with imposing steadiness, disregarding the fire of Napier’s
battery, aud roturning with effect the discharge of musketry with
whichit was reccived, SirJohn Colborne, whohad been anxiously
watching its advance, suddenly wheeled theb2nd, soasto bring
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its firo on the loft flank of the colurdm, the front of which was
expused to that of Maitland's Guards. The Duke, whose in-
tentions Sir John had anticipated, instantly supported him with
the 71at, and two companies of the 8rd batislion of the ¢5th.
The cross fiie, added to the cannonade, roon broke the Impe-
nals, and tho Bnglish regiments giving threo traly DBritish
cheers, charged on both faces, aud routed them. The Duke,
as they ran in confusion dawn the hidl, launched Vivian and
Vandeleur's eavalry upon the flying mass, and rendered a rally
impussible.  Meanwhile Drouot’s corps had been desperately
engaging Alten’s divis.on, aud the fugitives Lo wlhom the flank
charge had given a mdeclong impulse, rushed against it, and
conununicated the panie o their comrades, s0 that thoy also
broke and fled.  Fresh cavalry now allvanced tb kesp back the
French hoise, and the Duke perceiving that the Prussians were
at hand, closed bis telescops with the exclamation, “ The hour
is come,”” end vrderced the whole line tu charfo, .

Just at this smoment the sun, as if to light the English troops
10 vietory, burst forth for the first time on that eveniful day,
and the luid glare stiuggling through the batile smoke, pro.
duced thestrangest effect, perbops, ever bebcld. 1t did not, how-
ever, last long,  The “regent of the ekics” set to rise on the
morrow; but the eun of Napoleon's fame, as bright and fleeting
as those last rays, had sunk fur cver! The despeiate deter-
tanatm to stand or die, which up to this period had sustained
tho allies, now gave way to an indeseribable tide of emotions.
The conviction rushed with irresistible foroe into every mind,
that the same judgmont which had eansed their illustrious com-
mander to turn 8o long a deaf ear to their demands to be led on,
could not bo at fault when he now bade them advange. Bvory
vn, thorefore, felt that victory was certain. Then the presen
timent 1hat the field they were now contesting would be the masi
elorious 1 the world’s history, begot in each soldier’s breast a
fervent, desire to distinguish himsell, and lastly, there was not o
1egiment that had not sume beloved ofticer, for whuse death they
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had to exast o terrible reckoning—~not & man that had not some
brother, some friend, some comrade to avenge, Thus it was
that the Duke’s command was reecived with o thrilling cheer;
and, forming ono long and splendid line, the infantry hurry on
to certain conquest. Every man is a hero. No troops can re-
sist such a host, for * Victory sits upon their helms,"

¥ Pomsunt quia posse videntor "

Tho French fles at their approach—tho horse artillery open on the
panic.stricken mass—the cavalry hurl themselves upon their
broken ranks—‘Sawre qui peut ™ becomes the cry—order,
discipline, cournge, are all forgetten—and in a fow short moments
one of the bloodiest and most complete routs ever experienced by
an army has taken place! Three squares of the Old Guard at-
tempted to stand, but the Duke ordered Adams’s brigade to
<harge, and as it approacbed, they faced about, and begen to
retire. This movemsnt soon degenerated into a confused Hight,
and with scarcely an attemnpt to rally, the French army was a
total wreck. The portion of the right wing oppasod to Blucher
being unsupported, collapsed before the Prussians, who took
Planchenoit with little trouble, and cut off all chance of an
orderly retreat.

It is impossible to give any iden of that night’s horiors.
The Prussipns, who hisd been reinforced by part of Ziethen's
corps 10 50,000 men, and 128 guns, commenced o fierce pursuit,
and gave the utmost license to the animosity they had so long
cherished towards the French. Wellington had met Blucher,
it is said, by » singulay, goincidence, at La Belle Alliance, and
had commended the ¢chase to him ; whilo he, baving bivouacked
his own weary troops on what had been the French ground, ro
torned across the battle field to dine at Waterloo, whith1
be arrived shortly after midnight. 1t was a melancholy
1ide, for on an area of liftle more than two square miles
lay fifty thousand dend or disubled mun and horses. Tl
cenqueror was doeply affected at tho sight, and is said
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have wept bitterly. The losses of the British alone, were as
followys ;=

Nonstom. | Rapnk and

Offoord” mosioned, Bnie. Tola, | Horses.

Killed ....... 83 82 1232 1417 1319

Wounded... ... 303 271 4288 4923 719

Missing ........ 10 18 | .660 | &o2 | 708
456 380 0110 8932 2748

Most of the menohowever, returned miesing, having gone to the
pear with the wounded, afterwards vejoined their regiments.
The tital allied loss was 22,460, or about ons in three of the
wholo army. Tlie Prussians also lost about 6,000 men. The
total losses of the latter, including the encounters at Ligny and
Wiavre, were 38,181, .

Amongst the British slain were Sir Thomas Picton, the
hero of tho “Fighting Third;” Sir William Pensonby, Colonel
Delaner, 8ir Alexahder Gordon, snd many other officers of
distinction. The Earl of Uxbridge had his leg shot off a8 he
was about to lesd his lLinssars against the French cavalry ve-
serves in the general advance of thie English lives. The Princo
of Orange received a musket-ball in his sboulder. Genceral Cooke,
Baron Alten, Sir Colin Hackett, Lord Fitzroy Somerset, and
Colonel Ponsonby, were alse severely wounded; and indeed
scarcely one of the staff was unacathed. Towards the close of
the day the Duke had enly a single attendant left, the Count de
Sales, a Sardinian major. Wallington hed many hair breadth
cgeapes, but received no wound—n fact that will appear almost
miraculous when the extent to which he exposed himzelf is con-
sidered. The manne rn which the whele army beliaved tran-
scends all praise, the sole exceptions being o few Delgian regi-
ments, one of which absconded at the commencement of the
battle, and threw Brussels into & state of indescribable ularm
and confusion by the reports they spread ot the French sue.
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cesses. Another, on boing ordered to charge, rofused, on the
ground that their liorses were their own, and that they might get
hurt. The English foot, thongh many of the soldiers had never
been under five before, won from an &nemy (General Foy) this
testimony, ‘‘ Neither the cannon balls of the Imperial Guaid,
discharyed point blank, nor the victoripus cavalry of France,
could make the least imnreesion on the immoveable Dritish -
fontry. One might have been abmost tempted to fancy that
it had rooted itself in tho ground, but for the majestic
movement, which its battalions commenced some minutes aftor
sunset.”

Nothing could excesd the releniless meverity with which
Blueher's troops maintaived the chase.  No quarter was givon,
and thousands perished, in addition to thoss who had fallen on
the field. An aitempt was made to barricade Genappe, but
the passage was jon forced by the Prussian caunon, and
800 French were killed in that village alone. At last they
became so terrified, that at the very round of a hostile trumpot
thoy fled. In this manner the pursners disturbed no fower than
nine bivouaes, Ouly 40,000 men passed th1ough Chaileroi on the
10th, many of thom unarmed, and scarcely more than balf that
nuwber reached Pavis, the rest disbanding themselves as soon
a8 they entered France, Napoleon had, om this occasion,
imitated his coniduct in Russia. As soon as he saw the failuo
of his Guards, he turned to an aidg de-camp, and with o face
Livid with rags and despalr, e muttored in a tramulous voice,
“A presemt o'est fini! sawvons sows.” e then rode off in
order to get before the siream of fugitives. At Genappe his
conch was surroundad, and ho esceped with the greatost dil-
ficnlty, At Charloroi he committed what romainel of his
army to Soult, apd hastened on to Paris, which he renched
on the 20th.

A few words must be said here of Grouchy, to whose non-
anival on the field of battle Napoleon a-cribed his disastcr. In
obedience 1o hi~ instructions ho warched against Blucher on
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the 17th, aud halted at Gembloux, - The next morning ho ad-
vaneced on Wavre, aud drove tha Prussian rear-guard from the
vight bauk of the Dyle, but was unable to cross the river,
whiel was obstinately hold by Thidman, He did not reccive
Napoleon’s commands from Soult to march on St. Lambert
till scveu in the evening, and then he succeeded in passing the
Dyle at Limale, where he bivouacked. The next day he was
attacked, but he sharply repulsed’ the enemy, sud theu receiv
ing intelligence of Napolson's defeat, ke made an uble retreat by
Nawwur and Dinant, to Paris, whero he arrived a weck after,
with 25,000 wyen, having lost about 10,000, and some cannon.
The total amount of artillery captured on the ficld of Waterluo
was, 142 gung, 20 spare gun-cartioges, and 267 wagons ; but
much more fcll, during the pursuit, into the hands of the allies,
making o total number of 202 gung. The prisoners probably
numbezed 10,000, .

The famous battle of the 18th is ealisd by the Freuch, Mout
St. Jean, and was origivally intended by the allies to be desiy-
nate? Lo Bolle Allisnce ; but it eventually received the name of
Watetloo, from the clreumstanee of the Duhe’s having his head-
quurters there before thobattle. Téis an historieal fuct, that the
Dritish forecs have been twise signally sueoessful ovor those of
France on this spot ; and that, by the side of the Chapel ot
Waterloo, which was ramarked s being uninjured by shot or
shell on tho memorable 18ih of June, 1815, Marlborough
cut ofl o large division of the Freneh foress opposed to him on
the 17th of August, 1705, 1t is no less a fact, that the con-
yuerors upou each of those days on the sawe fiald, are the cnly
commanders in the Dritish service whose wmilitary caroect
brought them to the summit of the poerage—-to dukedoms.

Poots have vied with each other to commemorate this
crowning victory of Wellington’s carcer; but none have touched
upon the subject in & more impassioned strwan thun Byron in
hiy memorable lings o=
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“ There was & sound of rovelry by night,
©  And Belgium's capital had gather'd them

Her Beauty and her Chivalry, and bright
The lamps shone o'er fair women and beave men;
A thoussnd hoarts beat happily; and when
Musio arose with its voluptuous swell,
Soft eyes logk’d love (o eyes whick apake agan,
And all went mexry aa o mmyisge-bell;

But hush! hark! a deep sound sturkes like a zising koell'

“Did yo not hear it >—No, 't was but the wind,
Or the car rattling o’or tho stony stroet;
On with the dsnce! let joy be unconfined,
No sleep till morn, when,Youth and Ploasure meot
To chase the glowing ITours with flying feot -
But, hark !~~that heavy soumd breaks in once more,
As af the (louds its echo would ropaat;
And nearer, clegrer, deadlier than before!

Am! arm! it is—it {8~~the cannon's opening roar!

4 Within o window’d niche of that bigh hall

Sate Brunswick’s fated chieftain; he did hear

Tbhat sound the firat amadst the festaval,

And canght its tone with Death’s prophetic ear;

And when they smilod because be deem’d it near,

Ths heart mare truly know that peal too well

Which stiotehiod his father on a bloedy bier,

And roused the vengeance blood alone could quell:
Ho rush'd into the fisld, and, foremoat fightuag, fell.

“Ah! thon and thﬂﬂm& buttying to and fro,
Aud gathering (mys,"nnﬂ tromblings of distress,
And cheeks all pale, which but sn hoyr ago
Blusl’d at the praise of their own lovelinees;
And there wers sudden partings, sueh 28 press
The hie from out young hemts, and choking sighs
‘Which ne'er might be repeattd, who could guess
If ever more should moet those mutusl eyes,
8ince upon might so sweet such awful morn could rise!

.
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4 And there was mounting in hot haste :- the stoed,
Tho mustering squadron, and the clattering car,
Went pouring forward with impetuous speed,
And swiftly forming in the ranks of war;
Ang the doep thunder peal on peal afer;
And near, the beat of the dlarming dram
Roused up the soldier ¢re the morning star;
‘While throng'd the ditizens with terror dumb,
Or whispering, with white Yips-——“The foc! They contc! they

¢ And wild and high the *Camerou’s gathering® rose!
The war-note of Lochicl, which Albyws hills
Havo heard, and heard, too, have hier Baxon foes :—
How in the noon of night that pilwoch thrills,
Bavage and shrill! But with the breath which fills
Their mountain-pips, so fill the mountnineers
With the ficree notive daring which fmstils
The stirring memory of ‘a thotsand years,

And Evan’s, Donald's fame rings in each clansman’s earsT

*“ And Ardennes waves above them her green 1oa\'es,
Dewy with nature's tear-drops, as they pass,
Gricving, if spght inanimsts e’er gncvbs,
Over the untcturning brave;—atas !
Fre evening to be trodden fike the grass
‘Which now bencath them, but dbove ehall grow
In its noxt verdure, when this fiery mass
Of living valour, rolling on the foc,
And burning with high hope, shall moulder eold and low.

¢ Last noon beheld them full of lusty life,

Last ove in Beduty’s circle proudly gay, =

Tho midnight hrought the signal-sound of strife,

The morn the marshalling in arms —the dly

Battle’s magnificontly-stern array !

The thunder-clouds close o'er it, which wbcn rent

The enrth is cover'd thick with other clay,

Which hir own clay shall cover, heap’d and pent,
Rider and herse,—friend, foe,—in one red burial hlent!”
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Behaviour of the Prussians after thie Victory ~The Freuch Ofieln] Account of the
Battle—The Alliry enter France~Surrender of Pars--Terminamon ot Nipo-
lcon’s Career—Blucher’s Desire to put him to Peath pposed by Walling-
ton—3¥urut, Ney, and Coloné! Labedoyere Shot—Restitation of Wor'ss of
Ai1t—The Holy Alllance~Ppblic Rejo’cings in England at the Termination of
the War—The Dake sakes leave of the Army~Attempts on his Life—bettle-
ment of the French Affaire—Eonours and Presenws conferred on the Dake.

Toe conclusion of the war brought little immediate repose to
the Inglish Commé&uder-in.Chtsf. One of his greatest difli-
cultics, however, was to manage the Drussians, The officas
of Blucher’s army had taken no pains, after the victory of
the 18th, to restrain the lawless vindictiveness of their
soldiers, who, besides setting a most pernicious example to
the rest of the allies, proved a serious annoyanee and impedi-
ment to placative policy. Bluther himaelf behaved very littlo
betier than ks subordinates, The raan, indeed, to whom a
visit to London eould sygaest no other reflection than « Memn
Gott! what o city to gtk !” would scarcely be likely, under
any ciicumstances, to exhibit himsclf in & very amiable or
chivalrous light ; bul Blueher wns not even fair. Not con-
tent with appropriating the *“apolic opima’ captured at
Genappe—Napoloou’s hat, aword, mantle, teloseope, baggaee,
diamonds, &o.—he even séized the artillery, wagons, bag-
gage, &c., and claimed the chiof honour of witning the battle.
Wellington soon made him give up the cannon and materiel of
the vanquishied army, and for the other he muy safely trust to
the verdict of vosterity.
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Happily thero is on reeord a ddeument which places ‘the
question heyond the possibility of serious doubt, however much
tho vanity of the Prussians, the desire of the French to palliate
their defeat, and the fantastic disposition of some Lnglishmen
to depreciato their country’s fame, may stimulate eavilling and
disputes. The French officipl account of the baitle is decisive.
1¢ is obvious that of all the motles of explaining away a defent,
ihe most satisfactory is that which alleges a disparity of num-
bers. Had there been, therefore, the slighteat pretenee for the
assertion that Nuapoleon was not fairly benten by the allied
army, but thab he was overpowered by the arrival of Blucher,

Pvho con doubt that the fagt would have been placed by the
French most prominently forward ! . But we may search in
vain for the slightest trace of such a plea in the French official
narrative. 1t states that the Prussians were advancing on the
right flank ; that Napoloon had met thegs promptly, but that
it was neeessary to see the event of their attack before he made
his final movement against the allies, and that thres hours
were ihus consumed. ¢ This atlack,” continues the acoount,
“ always prolonged itself upon our right flank, The Ewmperor
sont thither (feneral Duhesme with the Young Guard and
several batteries of reserve. The enemy was kopt in check and
repulsed, and fell back. 1o had exhausted his forces, and
we had nothing to foar. It was this moment that was indi-
cated for the attock upon the centre of the enemy.” * * *

Not & word sbout being overwhelmed by the Prussians ;
on the contrary, they are stated to have boen repulsed and to
bave fallen back. The account gees on {o say that :—

“In this stato of affairs the hastle was  gained ; we occupied
all tho positions which the enemy. oecupwd at the outset of the
battle. Our cavalry heving beeu too soon and ill-employed,
we could no longer hope for ﬂemsma sueoess ; but Marshal
Grouchy hiaving learned the movemcnb of the Prussian corps,
marched npon the rear of that corps, which ensured us a signal
success for the next day. After eight hours' fire and charges
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of infantry and eavalry, oll the army saw with joy the battle
gained, and the field of battle in our favour.

At half past eight o’clock four battaliona of the Middle
Guard, who had been sent to the ridge on the other side of Mont
St. Jean in order to support the cuirassicrs, being gieatly
annoyed by the grape shot, ondeavoured to carry the batteries
with the bayonet ; but n gharge directed against their flank
by several English squadrons, put them in disorder. The
fugitives recrossod the ravine.  Several regiments near at hand
seeing some troops belonging to the Guard in confuston, thought
it was the Old Guard, and in consequence wire thrown into
disorder. Cries of ‘all1s lost; the Guard is driven back !’
wore beard on every side. The soldiors pretend even that
on many points ill-disposed persens cried ovt ‘‘ Sauve qui
peut!’ Ilowever this may be, a complete panic spread
throughouy the whole.ficld of battle, and they threw themselves
in the grentest disorder on the line of communication, S¢" Viers
cannoneers, ouirpssiors, all pressed to thix poini. The Ol
Guard, which was in rer 3, was infected, and was tteelf hur-
ried along.

“In an instant the whole . rmy was nothing but & mass of
confusion; all the soldiers of all aims were mixed pélemile :
and it wa utterly impossible ty rally a single corps. The
enemy, who perceived this astonishing confusiou, immediately
attacked with their cavalry, and inc.ensed the disorder ; and
such was the confusion, owing to night coming on, that it was
impossible to rafly the troops and point out to thom their error.
Thus, & bumle;germinmd, o doy of false mantouvres rectified,
and the grentest success ensured for the next day—all was lost
by a moment of panie. Even the squadrons of service, drawn
up by the side of the Emperor, were overthrown by these tumul-
tuous waves, and there was nothing clse to be done but to
follewv the torrent. The parks of reserve which had not repassed
the Sambre—in short, everything that was on the field of battle-

- remunined in the power of the enomy. 1t was impossible to wait
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for the troops on the right that is those who had wpulsed tlm
“victovious’ Prussians, aud were holding them in check).
Bvery one knows what the bravest army in the world is when
thus mixed and thrown info confusion, and when its organiza-
tion no longer exists.”

Thaus it will be sten by thmr own account (which is the best
possible evidence againat themselves, whatever it may be worth
against others) ﬂmt the French view of the case originally was,
that the battle was lust by au unaccountable panic suddenly
seiziag the troeps after the day was gained. It was, in short,
the very counterpart of what is attributed tv the British sul-
dicrs,  Our cowttrymen are satd to win batties by being beaten
without knowing it ; and the Freneh aro assumed to havelost
by having won without being aware of the fact. DBut it is
plain, by tho French account, that all the hanour the Prussians
carned at the battle of Waterloo, while it was a baitls, was that
of being repulsed ; and it s>ws, {xether, tlat the French troops
that 1old thelr ground 1o the last were those which were keeping
them in check, 1n ‘rutly, it was the allied army alone that won
thebatde, and thay won it twice—npassivelv by withstandingevery
assanlt; and actively, by driving the French from the field,
and eapturing the ~annon which had mude sach havoe in their
lines. lad the Prussians oot come up-—had the French been
able to rally the neat day~1t is improbable that they eould
have cected, without their guns, anything they had failed to
sccomplish with the aid of those tremendous engines of war.

Dlucher’s own aceount fixes the loeality of the conflict in
which he was concerned at Lin Belle Alliance—a fact that would
alonce refute any claim on his part to the victory. It will be
remembered that the whole French hne advanced with the Im-
perial Guards in their last grand charge; the allies received
them on their ows position ; and the French, being routed,
were chased back to La Belle Allidnce; so that when the
Prussians set upon them, they were no longer an army, but a
disorganited niob of runaways,
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On the 10th of June, the allies were moving in good order
towaids Frange, which they entercd on tho 2ist; and on the
3rd of July, after some rathar sharp encounters with Bluclir,
on that aud tha previous day, Paris was surrendered. Tho city
was ocoupied on the 6th, and on the following day, Louis XVI1I1I.
was replaced on his throne. On the 22nd of June, Napoleon
had abdieated in favour of Lis son, the King of Rome ; and on
the 20th he had repuired to Roohefort. On the 15th of July,
after having made an ebortive attompt to procure & passport
to Awerica from Wellington, and having formed various idle
projects for escaping in spite of the Engfisn cruisers, he sur-
rendersd to Captain Maitland, of the Bellerophtn, Eventually
he was removed, a3 every one knows, to Si, Holens —a little
island in the South Atlantic, where, confined within a cireuit
of twenty.six miles, he, for whose restless ambition neither
France nor Eurgpe iteclf was large enough, bad ample leismo
to muse upon his pa.t life —to reflect upon the miseries into
which his insatiable lust of power had plunged a continent, or
to ponder od ¢he lines which, nearly ssventeen centurics lefore,
had hean written of & much better mau :—

1, demens, et smvas curre per Alpos,
Ot pucria plasons, ot declamatio fias."”

Blucher would have had Napoleon put to death ; bnt Wel-
lington was too noble an enemy to be & pariy io apy such ignu-
minious transaetion. In a letter of the perivd, after narrating
o visit ho had received fromn a general officer with reforence to
the passport for Ameriea which Napoleon had sought to
obtain, he writes: “ The DPruysions think the Jacobins wish
to give him over to ma, believing that I will save his lifo.

wiehos 20 kill him ; but 1 have told him that I shall
remonsirate, and shall ineist wpon his beiug dispared of by
commion accord. I have likewise said that, as o private friend,
1 advised him to biwe nothing to do with so foul a trausaction,
and that he and T had agted too distinguished parts in these
iransactions 0 becomo executioners, and that 1 wus detornuned
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that, if the sovercigns wished to put Lim to death, they should
appoint an executioner, which should not be me.”

On the appointment of Baron Muffling as Governor of Parip,
Blucher immediately commenced to lay thio capital nader a
contribution of a hundred million franes, to quarter troops upon
the inhabitants, and {0 demand variqus suins from Vereailles
and other towns. But, what was more galling to the French
than this, he commenced the destruction of two bridges which
Napoleon had built and ealled after his victories of Jena and
Austarlitz.  Wellington put a'stop to these gratuitous acts of
oppression; the contributions were not levied, and the bridges
Liad only their names ehanged by the king to *“ Le Pont des In-
valides* #ind *“ Lo Pont dé Jardirdu Roi.”

OFF i 8th of July, a ministry, at the head of which was
Prmﬁ% “Talleyrand, was ‘oppointed at the suggestion of the
Duke, who on the 15th, "with the grand staff of the British
army, composed of 300 generals, and otherdistinguished offers,
paid their respects to Louix at the Tuileries. [is Majesty
on that oecasion told e Britith Commandar-in-Chief that he
owed him ** a personal obligation for his humanity and the good
conduct of bis army.”

Colonel Labedoyére and Marshal Noy were soon afrerwards .
tried and shot for trenson. . That they richly merited their fate
cannot be disputed ; for the most emitiently anti-social crime
men can possibly commit is that of military disloyalty. When
the community arms o portion of its members, the only security
it possesses that those weapons ghnll 2ot be turned against itself
is the good faith of those who wear them. Tt is this that makes
honour the paramount virtue in avery system of martial ethics,
and has caused mankind to Yook with horror and disgust upon
the warrior who shall forfeit that. As, however, the fault of
Ney and Labedoy ére was the fault also of the whole army, and was
participated in by the I'rench people,—and as Boniaparte himself
was guilty to a far greater degree than his subordinates,—their
fate, and especially that of the marshal, excited the utmost
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commiseration, Al Europe forgot that it was to the unfaith-
fulness of Ney and his brothers in arms that the carnage of the
three daye’ war (for it was virtually commenced at Quatre Bras
and Ligny, and closed at Waterloo) was to be attibuted, and
felt only regret that so brillinut a life should be closed so un-
worthily. Both died as bravely as they had lived. General
Lavaletle was also capitally sentenced ; but, aided by Sir
‘Robert Wilson, Captain Iutchinson, and Mr. Bruce, the
courage and affection of Lis wifo (who exclianged dresses with
him) enabled him to escape. Murat, whp Lad rashly made a
descent upon Naples, to foment another revolt against the
Bourbous, wag, seized, tried wnder » law. enacted by himself,
and exeeuted. i

The next sub,;ect which agxta.ted public opinion, and which
exasperated the French to the last degree, was the resumption
of the works:of ait which Napoleon had purloined from verious
continental nations, ¢6 entich the Louyre. Of course, as Eng-
land had lost nothing, the Dake &Wdlmgmn had no dlrect
haud in thx'wnmm&on, exoept in sanctioning the restoration
of pictures be!ongm«'r to the King of the Netherlands. Blucher
was the principal actur in this, to the Parisians, most agonising
piece of restitation ; aud not a syllable can besaid aga’™ ¢ Lim
for the part he took, unless, indeed, there is truth in the state-
ment that he séized more thon belonged to his country. Uis
defonce was highly charnoteristic: ** As my conduct,” wroto
Lo to Baron Muffling, ““hos’ heen;;ubhcly animadverted upon,
for not having allowed the property plundered from Prussia by
8 banditti to remain in¢hé Musenm of ¢he Louvre, 1 have only
to remark that, ably supported by the illustrious Wellmgpn,
pursued the thieves who had despoiled many of the natiops of
Europe of their inestimable monuments of the fine arts. 7 at-
taoked and dispersed them (1), sud restored to my country the
plander they had unjustly taken—spurning the idea of negoci-
ating with the Frenoh Commissioners on this subject. They may
now thairk Providence for our not following their base example.”
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On the 26th of September, the figst treaty wus concluded
betwecn the allied sovereigns, in which they declared their deter-
mination to make Christianity the basis of their conduct, The
Prinee Regent of England, while expressing his approbation of
the ““Iloly Alliance,” as it was termed, declined to be a party
to it.  On the 20th of November, the French question was
rettled by another treaty, by which the boundary of that coun-
try was restored to its state in 1790 ;» seventeen fortified towus
were to e delivered up to the allies, to be garrisoned at the
Irench expense by an army of occupation, consisting of 39,000
English, as many Russian, as many Prussian, and ag many
Austrian troops, together with the like number supplied by the
lesser German states —in all, 150,000 soldiers; 28,000,000!,
slerling was to be paid to the greator allied powers, for tho costs
of the war, and 20,500,0001, to the continental countries, for
the spoliations they had suffered during the revolution. Be-
#ond this there was 100,000,000 francs to b® paid to the smaller
stales, for exponscs of the war—making a total of 61,000,000/, —

"l penalty which our Gallic neighbours were to p*y for their
pasticipation in the Reign of the Ilundred Days. Ilad it not
Leen for the enlightened intercession of the Duke of Welling-
ton, the occupation of the French territory would have buen
made fur more lasting and extensive ; and those Frenchmen
who talk loudly of wiping out the disgrace of Waterlww by an
invasion of England, would do well to recollect that their
capital and their country owes a deep debt of gratitude to the
Duke of Wellington, not only for his own forbearance, and tha
of England, which he represented, but for the strenuous and
unremitting exertions of his great influenco with the allicd
sovereigns, to mitigate the revenge of the implacable Blucher
and his Prussians.  The English government gave up its share
of compensation, amounting to nearly 5,000,0002., to the Kiny
of the Netherlands, to re-ercet the famous barrier agaiust
Irance, which Joseph 11. had so insancly destroyed.

Ilitherto we have said nothing of the effect which the trium-

43 H
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phant success of the British arms produced at home. The
news wos brought on the 20th by a Mr Sutton, the proprictor
of o number of vessels plying between Colchester aud Ostend,
who made the voyage at his private cost, for that especial pur-
pose. The Duke’s dispatehes arrived two days later, and were
immediately conveyed to the two houses of parliament. A vote
of thanks to the Duke 4nd his army was garried by acelama-
tion. Iluminations were general throughout the country, and
almost every steoplo rang out its mierriest peals. A form of
thanksgiving was said in the churches on Sunday the vth of
July, and n subseription, amounting to upwards of one hundred
thousand pounds, was made for the widows and orphans of the
slain. The Duke also generously relinquished, for the same
purpose, half the parliamentary compensation due to him for
the Peninsular prize property. The Earl of Uxbridge was
created Marquis of Anglesey, and public monuments were de-
creed to Sir Thomas Picton and Sir William Ponsonby. AV
the generalgofficors were rewsarded with the Order of the Dath;
and it was determined, that from that date, pensions for wounds
thould inorease as the rank of the individual rose. All the
regiments which had been in the battle were permitied to in-
soribo ¢ WATERLOO ™ on their hanners, and every surviving
soldier was presented with a silver meda), and was allowed to
reckon that day as two years' service. An enthusiastic clorgy-
man wrote to the Duke, iequesting that he would name o private
or non-commisgioned officer as most deserving of a handsome
donation which he offeted. The Duke nominated Sergeant
Graham, of the Coldstreams, whose gallant conduct at Houyo-
mont is already known to our readers, and wasmly enlogised the
donor’s patriotism. We ought not to omit to mention, that
the Duke wrote a grateful letter of acknowledgement to the
Mayor of Brussels, whose kindness to the wounded was past
all praise. This was signed ““ Wellington, Prince of Waterloo,”
a title which had been conferred on him by the King of tho
Netherlands, who also presented to him the estate of Ia Relle
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Alliance, - The victory was mentioned in fitting terms in the
I'rince Rezent’s speech at the close of the session, on the 12th
of July. The Corporation of London having, a few days before,
presented an address of congratulation to the throne, the Prince
Regent on that oceapion made a felicitoys reply, alluding to
the melanchuly death of his relative the Duke of Brunswick,
to the prowess of the British. troops, and-the genius of their
conmander. The city also presontad splendid swords to the
conqueror and the chisf alliod offieers, The distyibution was
made, at the Lord Mayar’s request, by the Duke himself—
o circumstance that must Lave greatly enhanced the value of
the donation in the eyes of all who participated in it.

Un the 30th of November, the Duke published a general
order, taking leave of the army, which he spoke of in very
flattering terms. He continued, howcver, to reside in the
puince of Elysée Bourbon for some menths longar. In June
of the following yoar, he set out for Londomw; and a fewdays be-
fore his departure, had a narrow escape. e gave at the palace

“u grand farewell fét, to which the younger Beurbon princes,
niany distinguished members of the government and court, and
ali the English of rank in the capital were invited. The ser-
vant of one of the guests hiappening to be waiting in the street,
perceived a smoke coming from one of the cellars. He instantly
wave the alarm, and a lighted rag was found noar a barrel of
cunpowder sud two barrels of oil. The danger waa quietly
retaoved, and no interruption ocouwrred to the eatertainment, It
was, howover, quite clear that & Guy Fawkes explosion had
been plotted.  On atriving in Englaund, the Duke made a ghort
sojourn with his duchess and sons at Cheltenham, from whence
he proceeded to London, where his reception was most gratify-
my. In fact, the intoxieation of ¥ictoty was more than equalled
by the ardent desire to do honour to the puccessful soldier. In
tho autumn he returncd to the continent, to find himself no longer
pupular with the fickle Parisians ; but on the 1st of April, 1817,
having succeeded in causing the allies to withdraw 40,000 men

n?
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from Frmxce, which enab]mi the Duc de Richelieu to rdise a loan,
and relieve the fioancial difficulties -of the country, the Dule
soon became as great o favourite as ever.

It-secans that another attempt upon his life was made cn
the 11th of February, 1818. As his carriage was enlering the
gate of his hotel in Paris, a scoundrel, named Cautilion, fired o
pistol at him, but haply missed his aim, . The ministers of
the allied sovereigns, as well as the King of France, warnly
congratulated Lim on his eseape, and. the Prince Regent sent
him an autograph letter on the sceasion, Lord Castlereagh, in
consequenco of this atreeious attempt, procured an extension of
the Alien Act for two years longer. Cantillon, and anotler
man, named Marinot, wers tried during the next year, but were
aequitted. Napoleon,who died onthe 5th of May, 1821, left Can-
tillon o legney of 10,600 francs forthis very act—a circumstgnee
that speaks wlumes for the * generesity *” of his disposition.

‘On the 23th of' April, 1818, the negociations with France
were finally coucluded ; and on' zhe 9th of the fellowing Octobcr,
a treaty by the ulhed sovereigns was agreed to at Aix-la-
Chapelle, for the immediate withdrawal of the army of occu-
pation. The Duke -gave a splendid farewell entertuinment to
the Emperor of Russia and .the King of Prussin, and the troops
embarked for tids country forthwith, .

During the yeéar 1814 he attended Pll‘h&mem oand took an
active part in legislative affairs, and was ai the head of the
commission appointed to- dehy&zkthp Prince Regent s speech. Ile
was appointed on the secret goinmitice to inguire into the cffect
of the resumption of cash payFhents upon the Bank of England;
and when the Romen Catholic Emancipation question was
ngitated, he eppased the motion. for the removal of the dis-
abilities. On the 24th. of Mayhe was in attendance at Ken-
sington Palace, whiti her Majesty Queen Victoria was born,
and twonty oue. years afterwards ho was present at a similar
intecesting evers—the birth of the Prinesss Royal.

. "The death uf George 1L took place in 1820, when the Duke
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performed the cffice of supporter of tho pall at the king’s
funeral ; and afterwards took a prominent part in the coronation
of George IV., whom, on the 1st of October, in the following
vear, he accompanied to the scone of his great vietory—the
plains of Waterloo, where, under the Duke's dircetion, a mimic
representation of the battle took placs, In 1822 he attended the
Congress at Verona, at which o discussion erose as to whether
the great powers of Burope should interfero to place Ferdinand*
VII. on the throne of Spain. The Duke gave the matter lis
opposition, but the question, which eaused the greatest excite-.
nient, was settlcfl by the French army of observation cntel ing
the country and replacing the banished king.

“ During these proceedings,”” observea the Times, ‘it must
not be imagined that England, was forgetful of her hero.
1Tonours, offices, and rewards were showered on him from every
quarter. As the Crown had exhausted i%s store of titles, and
Parlinment its forms of thanksgiving, the recognitions of his
crowning victory topk a more substantial shape. Tn addition
to former grants, the snm of 200,0001, was voted, in 1815, for
the purchase of a mension and estate to be seftled on the
dukedom. With these funds, s commission appointed for the
purpose concluded a bargain with Lord Rivers, for the noble
domain of Strathfieldsaye, in Hampshire, to be held in per-
petuity of the Crown by the Dukes of Wellington, on condition
of presenting yearly o tricolour flag to the British sovereign on
the 18th of Jume, This aymbol, cormsponding to a similar
token presented by the Dukes of Matlborough, is always sus-
pended in the armoury at Windsor Castle, where the little silken
trophies may be'seen hanging together in perpetual memory of

Blenhcim and Waterloo. The -estate of Strathficldsaye hes
since been largefy increased by the investments of the Duke’s
private economy : it is now; we believe, many miles in circum-
ference, and, thongh the mansion is not proportioned to the
dignity either of the domain or the title, the avenue by which it
is approached is almost unequalled. Watertoo-bridge was
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- opened in the year. 1817, on the anniversary of the battle, and
the hero of the title appeared at the céremony with the Prince
Regont and the Duke of York, under a salute of 202 guns, and
it was at the same period that' the erection of the present
Apsley House, a residonoe privately purchased by the Duke, was
undertaken and completed by Mr. Wyatt. We are now o
familiarized with' monumental cffigies of our hero in evary

" possible guise, that it may surprise the reader to hear that the
trophy in the Park was for 80 years the only stetue of the Duke
of which the metropbiis could boast. It was subsetibed fur by the
ladies of Englanﬂ betweeh 1618 and 1821, and was erccted on the
Waterloo anniversary in 1828, in which year alss the merchants
of London presented their eliborate shigld. The Crown, mean-
time, had lost no opportusity of sighelizing its mindfulness of
services rendered. ~The Duke in 1818 was appointed Muster-
General ¢of tho Ordnsinea, in 1810 Governer of Plyndouth, and in
1820 Colonel-in-chief of the Rifle Brigado, iftte which, at the
disheudnient of certain reginents, the famous old 93th had
been trgnsmuted.  As fo foreigh eourts, they had akeady said
and done their titnrost 3 bt 4 1818 the sovereigna of Austria,
Russia, and Pruseia similtaneously promoted tlie Duke to that
rank in their respeetive forces which he had already reached in
his own, so that of the scldier who has -just -éxpired wo may
assert the ineredible fact, thit though he geined every honour
by service and nomd. hy birth; he died o feld-marshal of ncar
40 yesrs standing o foukof tho greatest armies in the world,”
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Tuz affairs of Europe were now on o satisfactory basis, and
the time had arrived for the great Duke t sheath his’sword and
abandon his diplomatic functions snd to essums an active part in
the legislative proceedings of bis own gountry. . He may now
be said to have enteted upon that career of guordianship of the
public interests &t home whith was destined only to terminate
with hLis life.” Tii 1828, when tho mania for over-speculation was
at its height, his was the warming voice that was raised to
restrain the public infotuation, apd when in the following year
that fearful réactioh took plaee which disclosed itself in o list of
ninety-thirée hankrupts in the Gizatie of s single day, it was he
who suggested the re.issue of small notes; o course which mate.
rinlly helped to mitigate the severa ‘comiercial embarrassment.

On the death of the Duke of York in 182%, Wellington was
appointed Commander-in-elief and Colonel of the 18t Grenadier
Guards, and was afterwards installed High Constable of the
Tower, but when Camning was nominated as premier to succeed
Lord Liverpool, who had died of apoplexy in the same year,
tho ruko at on¢o resigned the seat, which, as Master General of
the Ordnance, he had held in the Liverpool cabinet, and a fow
days after also sent in hig resignation of the command of the
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army, As ﬂm resigmfmn of the Duke was followed by those of
his friends who held offico in the governpment, the step caused
a great fermmt in political eirclos: and the Duke has been
charged with- ;mmmg Mr,, afterwards Sir Robert Peel, and
othurs in a persecution of the pow: ‘premier. An impartial inves-
tigation of the circumstances of the case weuld lead to an
opjosite conclusion, and- shs wn historical fact that on the death
of Cmmmg, it was the Dukd of Wellington who moved that
pension should bagiven to the family of the deceased statesman,

In the ensuipg June, when the new ministerial Corn Bill
was introduced- in the House of Lords by Vizcount Goderiel,
the Duke moved and carried an amendmenty a majority of 11,
whieh cansed the abandonment of the measure~~a measurs
which .had been really prepared by the government of which
the Duke'was a momber, , Phese eircumstances, coupled with
the previous resignattons of the ‘Duke and his fricnds, occa-
sioned considerable agitation in the. public niind, snd the Duke
was. accused of aspiring . to: the premiexship himself. This
caused him to declare in the House of Liords that, so far from
seeking to conduct s government, he was *“sensible -of being
unqualified for such o situation,” -and that he « should have
been mad to think. ef it" WQrds wlﬁdx were ot forgotten in
subscquent tintes, « . i

After o brief tenure of oﬁee, Mr bmulng etpmed “ ox-
hausted by toi), deserted by thoss who should have supported
him, and relentlossly. pevseonted by -all who distrusted his
politics or envied his-clevation.” He was succeeded by Lord
Goderich, whose place as Odlonjal Secretary was filled by
Mr. ITuskisson; and the. Duke ones more aceepted the command
of thesarmy, but without & segt in the eabinet. Before the end
of the year, however, Lord Goderieh resigned office in despair.
“¥n Lis embarrnssmients,” remarks the Times,  the king did
what kings and queens liave so often done since ; ho sent for
#he Duke of Wellington. ‘The Duke repaired to the royal
“close, and, to the surprise of some, the amusement of many,
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and the satisfaction of more, was gazetted as prime minister of
England within eight months after his own declaration that the
oﬁxcc was wholly beside his powers.”

The Duke included in kis eabinet ueveral of the friends of
the late Mr. Canning, in order to conciliate that section of tho
Conservative party. These were Mr. Huskisson, Lord Lynd-
hurst, Lovd Dudley, Lord Pelmerston, Mr. Lamb, and Mr,
Grant. Mr. Pecl and My, Goulbura wore, however, most in the
Duke’s ¢onfidence, and jeslousies and misunderstandings fol-
lowed. These wers from time to time patelied up, until at
length on one oceasion, Mr. Huskisson wrote a letter to the
Duke offering S resign. The Dake took him at his word, and
when the friends of both parties interfored as befure to 1hake
peace, the Duke emphatically declared that this time ¢ there
was no mistake, could be no mistake, should be no mistake,”
"I'his irreconcilable quarvel arose out of a speech made by Hus-
kisson at Liverpool, in which he assuredehis constituents that
he had not joined the government without a guarantee for its

" policy being that of his late chief, Mr. Qunning. The Duke
utterly repudinted any such guarantee, or,indeed, anything like
one. Al the Canningites left the government, except Lord
Lyndhurst ; and the Duke of Glarence (William 1V.), taking
offence at o remonstrance made Yy the Dukeof Wellington,
upon the expensiveness of his habits, also resigned his office as
Lord High Admiral. The Duke’s mode of life as Prime
Minister was such as might have been oxpeoted from his pre-
vious career, Ie slept on a matrass spread on an ifon camp
bedstead ; rose regularly at seven, breakfasted at eight, and
immediately commenced his official duties. . Ile was the torror
of the idlers at Downing Street. On one occasion, when the
Treasury clorks told him that some mede of making up the
aceounts was impracticable, they wera met with the curt reply:
‘ Never mind, if yon can't do it, 1’1l send vou o dozen pay-
sergeants that will "—a hint that they did not fail to take.

The first business of the session tlnt foltowed the Duke's

n*’
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accoptance of office, was a vote in favour of the repeal of the~
Test.and Corporation Aets meved by Lord John Russell, This
was carried in opposition to the Government, but the Duke gave
way, and taking up the bill with & good grace, passed it tri-
umphantly, in spite of the fierce opposition of Lord Ellen
and other Tories of the old sehool. .

Another measure of & simifar nature carried by the Duke was
the Roman Catholic Reliof Bill, When Chief Sceretary for
Ireland, he had shewn himself favorirably disposed towards tlis
large branch of “his fellow stbjects, though he had subsequently
‘changed his opinions, The question had been agitated for many
years; and the Cabinet, after resisting the popuiar demands for
s0me time, at length determined to yield, and to perform an act
of justice. M. Peol then sat for the University of Oxford, and
the first 4n$inmtxon of thé winistry's delermination was his
resignation. ‘This step cansed a prodigious sensation in the
political world; and ‘the University marked its displeasurc by
electing Sir Robert Inglis in memm of the * spostate.” It
would be a'long task to dusciibe the struggle which took place °
in both houses; but during the session of 1829, Mr. Peel car-
vicd the Lill through the Conmmons by a majority of 100 on the
second rending, and 178 on the third; end the Duke himself
passed it through the Lords by a majority of 105 on thesecond
reading, and 104 on the third, It reeeived tho royal nssent on
the 18th of Apyil: On-the 19th of Marck the Karl of Winchcl-
sea and Nottingham, o determingd opposer ‘of the bill, offered
the Duke what he comsjderedon ineult, Lord Winchelses wroto
to the secretaryof & new acholastic institution, called King’s Col-
Jege, which had beew opened in the Sirand, aud of which the
Duke had coisénted o bo the pateon, in the fallowing terms:—
*“1 was one of those who at fira¢ thought theplan might be prac-
ticabile, and prove an antidote to the principles of the London
University, Late politicel events have convipeed me that the
whole transpotion was intended as a blind to the Protestant and
High Church party; and that the noblo Duke, who had for



¥IGHTS A DUEL. i

some time previous to that period deternined upon breaking in
upon the Constifution of 1688, nught the more effectuully,
under the cloak of some outward shew of zeal for the Pro-
testaut religion, carry on his insidious designs for the infringe-
went of our liberties, and the introduction of Popery iuto
every department of the state.” The Duoke of Wellington
damanded o retractation, wiich Lord Winchelsea declined to
give, and the preliminaribs having been settled by Sir Heury
Harding on the one hand, and the Earl of Falmouth on the”
otlier, the two peers had & hostile meeting, on Saturday, the
21st of March, in Dattersea Fields. The Duke fired without
effect, the Bam discharged his pistol into the aeir, and,the
parties then left the ground. Lord Winchelsea bfter
wards published the retrabtation that had been demonded
of him, It is mueh to be regretted that so illustrious & name
as that of the great Dukeof Wallington should have been added
to the precedents for so absurd and immoral & practice as
duclling ; but it is only justice to say, that the state of public

" opinign twenty years ago was yery different upon this subject
from what it i3 now ; and. that no one eould then have declin:d
4 rencontre without eowmpromising his honour.

On the 20th.of January, 182V, the Duke was appmnted
Governor of DoverCastle, and Lord Warden of the Cinque Lorts;
and he soon afterwards added the whole of the Silchester property
to his estate in Hampshire,. He had ever shown himself the
aciive promoter of everything ‘that promised to be of public
utility ; so that we are not surprised to find him present with
Sir Robert Peel and many distinguishod personages, at the
opemng of the Manchester and Liverpool Bailway--a memorable
day in the annals of sciongs wssfully applied, but rendered
mournful by the melancholy desth of Mr. Huskisson, who was
accidentally killed near Newton. The Duke wished the eero-
monies to be suspended, but so great waa the popular excite-
ment, that it was represented to him the peace could not be
kept if these did not proceed. ITe-accordingly yielded a xeluc-

n*2
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tant consent, md met ‘with a weleome reception at both of the
large towns connected by the railway. The Duke’s ministry was
also connected with many substantial refoyms in the adminis.
tration of justice, and with the excellexit and efficient new pohcc
system now adopted.
In 1880, the Duke's su;»portms were thinned by thomal-
contents ’Bonea, who kept 2 aloof in high ‘dudgeon, at his Relief
- Bill, and he did not now receive avy permanent cuppoxt from
the Whigs or Roman Cathelies. Tl popular cry was a par-
liamentary reform; and the Duke theught it dangerous to con-
sent to a measaro which he considered siibversiye of the consti-
tuticn, ‘The whple island was in & state of alarm at various
acts of viplence. - The Duke himself did not eseape personal in-
sult ; and considerabilo damage was done to his property. The
new king, William 1V, (for George I'V. had died on the 96th ot
June) hag intended tp Thiave beon present at the city banguet at
Guildhall; but the ministets réceived such information as not
only induced them to advise his majesty not to attend it, but,
caused the Duke of Wellington to hiave the Power mont filled
and to put that ancient fm tress into a state of dofence. . Other
precautions against op cutbresk wero also taken. Forthis, the
Cabinat were subjocted to acvere animadversions by the opposi-
tion, but the Duke’s secount of the matter at once affords «
complete auswer o their objections, and puts his character in o
most aminble Tight, °* 1 would have gone,” said he to Sir Wil-
Jiam Knighton, ““if the law had heen equal to protect me, but
that was not the case. Eﬁy dm;oonp on'horseback would have
dono it; but, thet was e ‘miﬁmry forca, " If firing hed begun,
who oonld tell when it was'to end; ene. guilty person would fall,
‘ten innocont be,destroyed. ‘Wonld this have been wiso or
bgmae, for o Littlo brayado, or that the country might' not bo
gtarmed for o day or two? Itisall over now, and in another
week or twowill boforgotwh »  That, however, has proved to
be an untiue predietion, ; for it will be ‘rememberad while history
Tnsta; ng{i»pmf that o f&mﬂm‘xty with seenos of blood could
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blunt the .philanthropie fcelmgs that ever animated ** the hero
of a hundred fights.”

On the 15th of November in this year the Wellinglon minis-
try was defeated on Sir Henry Parnell’s amendment, appointing
a selcct committeo to inquire into the civil list, by & -mojority of
27; and on the following evening the Duke and Sir Robert Pecl
announced the resignation of the cabinet. Lord Gfey and his
friends were thereupon calied fo office, and the hopes of the
country were raised with regard to an early settlement of the
great Reform quextion.

On the 25t of April, 1831, the Duchess of Wellington died
at Apsloy House; and her remains were attended & part of the
distance to Strathfieldsaye, by the carringes of their majesties
and of all the members of the royal family. On Waterloo day
of the same year, the king presented the Duke with a splendid
sword, and attended the amiual banques given by Jhim to his
old companions in atms.

Six days after this cxrcumst:mee, Lord John Russell re-
commenced the Reform discussion in the House of Com-
mons, and the bill was carried on the 19th of July, by a large
majority.  On the following day it was taken up to the
Lords by upwards of a. huudmd members, hended by Lords
Althorpe and Russell, and was delivered to the Lord Chancel-
lor. 1t was read for the first time-pro formd, and the 3rd of
October was fixed for the seeond reading. The popular excite-
ment was intense, * The Corpm‘atnm of London presonted an
address to the king, praying for refoym; and the niob which
accompanied them to -the ‘palade, proceeded to St. James's
Square, and broke the windows of Lord Bristol's mansion, and
then passed on to Apsley. Hcmae, where they were guilty of o
similor act of vielence, The Duke never*had his windows ro-
paired, but suffered them to remain a witnese of the insano vio-
lence of popular fecling, Other outrages were committed not
only in London, but also-ini the country. Amengst other ne-
favious acts, the fine mansion on' the site of old Nomngham
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Castle was set on fire and burnt, on the 10th, because its
owner (the Duke of Newcastle) had made limself particularly
obnoxious to the Reform party: Many other inceridiary ccts
were committed in the same and other localities. Lord Crey
re<introdnced the bill in the following Mareh, when the opposi-
tion being weakened by the desertion of the Bishop of London
and other Lords, the bill wiis read a sccond time'by a majority
of nine,—upon which, the Duke and seventy-four other peers
entered their protest on the joutnals. When their lordslips
ro-nssembled, it was proposed to take in sommittee the question
of enfranchisement Brst ; and Lord Grey being defeated, waitod
on the king and gave lnm the alternative of either creating o
sufficient number ¢f naw ;,eera, or of accepting bis rosignation.
Tlis Majesty, nocordingly, sent for Lord Lyndhurst, and desired
him to communicate with the, Duke and Sir Robort Peel, but
both, being intractable ‘on the Reform question, the King recallsd
Lord Grey: 8o popular was this step, that tho Opposition gave
up the contest, and the bill received thie royal assent by com-
mission, on the 7th of June, 1832, Earl Grey was soon after-
wards sueceeded by Lord Melbourne; but the Reform ministry
did not long continu, bems,v broken up ‘by the reszgnatwn of
Lord Altliorpe.

When this event ocomired, the Dﬂke of Wellington was
directed by the king to form a pew administration, and he at
once recommended the appointment of Sir Robert Peel to the
premiership.  As Sii Robart was then in Ifaly, the Duke was
at first entrustod with the while d:nrge of government, holding
ad intetim the sesls of ‘the ‘thred secretaries of state, and five
other gifices; but 'when the cabiriet was fifled up, ho took the
diveetighfiof foreign affeirs. The Lewer House, however, com-"
menggdhostilitios, and baving carvied thelection of the Speaker,
ﬂwj Hefonted the tinisters by passiig o elanso for appropriat-
ing pért of the Trish Church-propetty to purpoees of education.
In éonsequenoe of this the ministers resigned in the April of
1684, -
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The contest on the Reform Aet recottciled the Duke and the
Tory purty, who were highly delighted by his firm stand against
the bill.  On the 20th of January, 1684, he was wnanimously
elected ChanecHor of Oxford, in the room of Lovd Grenville, just
then deceased.  Generally epeaking, when there is no contest,
the convoention is attended only by those who sre officially pre-
seut, and by 4 few of the candidate's more intimate friends. On
this oceasian, however, all the resideut members of the Univer-
sity, and many non-resident ones, who had come up from the
country on purpose, were present. Not a few, moreover, who
had indicated a reference for a chancellor educated within tho
University lent their countenance to an cleetion, which, though
as Owvonians they might have wished otherwise, they were as

nglisiumen proud to sanction. On the Tth of February, a de-
putation, consisting of the vice chanccllor and the heads of
houses, accorupanied by members of the Unjversity, progecded in
their robes to Apsley House for the purpose of investing the Duke
inlisoffice. The Duke very hupressively pronounced his Latin
address, which was at once elnssieal in style and eloquent in
substance, Ile alluded with mueh felicity to the oecasion when
Oxford conforred on him its degree of Doctor of Law, in com-
pany with the Emperor Alexander of Russia, the King of Prus-
sin, and their ilustrions train, and expressed himsclf deternsined
to defend the privileges of tho University, which had so grati-
fied his feolings by confurring upon him the high office with
which he was now invested, -

In the year 183b, he paid a.nnt.her visit to Waterloo, which
furnished the subject for Haydou's well-known picture of “ the
warrior and his horse.”” He.is believed to have made a subsc-
quent visit to this scene of his greatest victory, on which ocea-
sion he was accompauied by his daugter-in-law, the Marchioness
of Douro : this visit has also been perpetusted by the painter's
art—Landseer having admirably depicted the incident.

On the 20th of June, 1887, William 1V. died at Windsor,
and was buried in the Royal Chapel on the evening of the 8th
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of July, The Duke was present at the ftmexal o8 ho had
beon at those of the two previous kings 3 snd when on the 26th’
of June, 1838, Queen Victoria was so‘lemnly crowned aud
enthroned at Westmmster ‘Abbey, the Duke attended . as
Lord Ifigh Constable of England, with his staff and baton as
Ficld Marshal. The Duke found. his popularity by this time
quite restored, for he was greeted with plaudits that far sur-
passed in enthusiasm those bestowed on the mord fecent idols
of popylar favour. Marshal Soult, who was present as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary from France, was also well received, and
when, a few days afterwards, the corporation of London gavo
a grand dinner to the foreign princes and ambassaders at the
Guildhall, the healths of the two heroes were drunk together,
and wers recaived ‘with tremendons cheering. In returning
thanks they complimented each other in the warmest manner,
.and the marshal’s <peeoh afforded a cutious contmst to his
general orders.

During the session of 1839 the Reform Govermnent intro-
duced a bill for the suyspension of the constitution of Jamaicn ;
and, after a protracted debate the Commons eame to a division
on the 6th of May. The majority was only five, ‘which being
considered equivalent to n defeat, the ministers eame {o the
resolution of resigning. " When hér Majesty received an inti-
mation of her ministers” determination, she sent for the Duke
of Wellington, a¢ whose suggestion she empowered Sir Robert
Peel to form a‘dabjiret, informing Sir Robert at the same time
that-she parted ¥ith Lovd Melbourne with great regret. Sir
Robert prepared Lis’ pregmﬁme, but ber Mojesty refusing to
dismiss some of the ladica"ef lier houschold, amongst whom
were two sisters of Lord Morpeth and -the wife of Lord Nor-
mauby (members of the lute-eahinet), he gave in his resignation,
and Lord Melbourno agpin restmed ffice,

On the 80th of August in the same year, o grand banquet
was given to the Duke by the Cingue Ports, in a pavilion
erected for the purpose in the Priory Meadow, Dover. No
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fewor than 2,250 persons were present, and the list included
many of the highest distinetion. The whole of the ar-
rangements were of the miost ma,frmﬁccnt description, but
the great event of this memorable occasion was the elo-
quent oration propounced by Lord Broughum, on the distin-
guished merits of his meble friend and to this oratorical
display, the Dule respended in 3. speech  characteristically
modest and buiet, ,

1t was during tho same year, on the 18th, of November,
that the Duke had an attack of epilepsy, whieh for a short
time alarmedothe public greatly for nis gafety, on account of
his advanced age. Sir. Astley Cooper and Dr. Ilume were
down at Walmer with kim for a week, at the end of which
time he recovered. It turned out that the Duke had brought
on the attack by adopting, to enre himself of a slight illness,
a mode of treatment which would be 3iwat wise in a man of
twenty-five, but was most dangerous to one so ndvanced in
years, He had sought to ¢ure himself by fasting and cold
bathing, and while under this trentment, followed the hounds,
the consequence of which was that ho fainted, and was soon
afterwards scized as desoribed.

Kvery state occasion upon which the Duke appeared in pub.
lic was an ovation ; for it lind now become the custom to regard
some remarkable and ﬁatteung tribute of respeet to him as oue
of the mest important ceramowies of the dny. At tho marriage
of the Queen en the 12th of February, 1841, the Duke was, of
course, present. As the different. celebritics left the sacred
edifice they were greeted with more or less cheering. The Duke
did not quit.the ohurch nutil the:procession had passed to a
cunsiderablo distance § bus. o8 soon a8 he was recoguised, the
vast crowd, as with one vomo, gave him three distinet rounds
of applause.

The session of 1841 was pcrhaps the most inter esting that
has oceurred since the pasasmg of the Reform . Bill, It was
remarkable for the fall, and, as it secmed at the time, the com-
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plete destrugtion of the Whig party which had leld office for
the previous ten yoars. The struggle commenced at an carly
period of the session upon an Irish Registration Bill, which
was brought into the House of Commons by Lord Morpeth,
(tLe present Iiar] of Carlisle). The second reading was carried
on the 25th of February, by a majority of only five, the num-
bers being 299 for the motion, and 204 against it. The popular
cxcitoment was raised to a considerable height by this voto;
but this virtual defeat of the ministers was soon afterwards
capped by an actual ome.  On the 26th of April, Lord Howick
(now Eerl Grey) propésed an amendment in committee, and
the numbers were thie time 291 against 270 : majerity against
the Government, 21. The day after, there was an election 4t
Nottingham to supply tho vacancy which bad been Whaused by

he death of Sir Ronald PFerguson. The town had for & very
long penod- been represented by Whig ménbers, but on this
oecasion the late Mr. John Walter was returned by a consider-
able majority in the Consérvative interest. This unlooked-for
result soomed o be regarded almost as the verdict of the country,
and on the 37th of May, Sir Robert Peel proposed his famous
motion of want of confiderice; aftor several adjeurnments,
tho 1Touse divided on the 3id of May, when Mr. Walter’s vote
carried the motion, the nambers being, For, 812, Against, 311.
The premicr now nppea.led to the country, and the new parlia-
ment assembled on the 10th of Angust. ' The re-election of the
speaker (Mr. Lefoirey was not opposed ; but on the 24th of
the same month, ] Smm Woﬂley moved an amendment
to the addreds, whi he l:y 860 ¥obes against 269 ;
majority 91..:This, ol Aol o n Mg&latm, and Slr
Robert Pecl iR oomnmissionsil bﬂhﬁﬂmﬁfw’m a minisiry
The Duke of Wellington dechined to nceeph sy ‘specifis offfce,
but undertook the ! hadni‘ah!pof 5 Houss'of Lords. On the
15th of August, 1842; hom&.“ﬂm& Hi#t remgnad the oommauﬂ
of the army, which the Duke ¢ brice’ mure rosufed, and which he
held till the poriod of Lis death,
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On Waterloo day, 1841, an equestrian statue of the Dulko,
eommenced by Chantrey and finished by Weekes, was inau-
gurated in the spacious ares facing the new Royal Exchange.
« This statue is 14 fuet high, and stands on a pedestal of similar
height.  Before, however, it was placed thers, a proposition
Liad been set on foot to erect a colossal statue 80 feet high, at
the west end of London.> Tho wark was entrnsted to M. C.
Wyait, Esq.; and the funds having been subscribed by the
admirers of the Duke, the governiment gave the metal, which
was for the most part artiller y captured from the French. Ou
Michaclmas dey, 1846, the statue was, drawn from the foundry,
wn Harrow Road, to Iyde Park Corner, and safely raised to
its place on the Triumphal Arch. (

Feiwr monarchs have ever enjoyed so much of the love and
esteem of their subjects as tho Royal Lady who presides over
the destinies.ql tliis empire 3 and fow thmgs have endeared her
moere to ail classes than the frequency with which she has

* mingled with her people.  Seldom has & year passed in which
she has not visited some district of the country, to be cvery-
where received with demonstrations of affectiouate loyalty.
Oue of the most interesting of these royal *‘ progresscs’ was
made on the 20th of June, 1845, to Strathfieldsaye, where the
(Jucen was entertained with becoming splendour by the greatest
subject in her dominians.

Sir Robert Pecl's ministry, which seemed to be one of the
strongest ever formed, suddenly foundered in the year 1846,
Soon aftor. the moeting of Parlioment, Sir Robert Decl an-
nounced to the Iouse that he could ot carry on the business
of the nation witheut repesling the corn-laws. He therefore
tendared Lis resiguation to .the Queen, but eventually resuned
the. reins of government avowedly as a freo-trader, and intro-
duced & bill for the total repeal, after three years, of the duties
on corn, which were in the meantime reduced to merely nowinal
ﬁgume. -This. messute cansed o great fusion of partics, and
a great confugion of ths old lines of demareation, ~ The bill was
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carried in the Commons after a protractod struggle and all |
eyes were now directed to the Lords, and the Duke of Welling-
ton in pasticular ; for the Duke, in consequence of the number I,
of proxies he held, had almost &' paramount influence in the -
Upper House. He pronounced, however, for Sir Robert Pecl,”
and the bill was carried by a large majority on the sccond
reading, and without a ﬂwmon on the third, Sir Rébert was
afterwards left in & mmonty on an Irish Coercion Bill, and
accordingly resigned, when Lord John Russell became premicr.
the Duke of Wellmgtou retaining the office of commander-in-
chief,

Towards tho end of 1847, the war party in France was very
loud in its threateniugs, and Prince Joinville's Jetter on the
practicubility of o descent upon England attracted great atten-
tion. Much newspaper discussion and pamphleteering ensucid
on the subject, which, led to the publieation of an important
letter, written nearly twelvo months before by the Duke to Sir
Johu Burgoyne, in which he expressed himself most stmnvly
as to the necessity that ex:stad for steps hcm« taken to lmplow
our nationsl defences. ,

The last political question in whmh the Duke was promi-
nently brought before the public notice "was the Navigation
Bill, which Lord John Russell introduced in- the session of
1849, and on which the Duke supported the ministers in the
Lords, as Sir Robert Peel had previously done in the Com-
mous.  The meagure, by means of this aasistdnce, was carried.

The W]ug government retained ofﬂea amidst many diffi-
session, finding thcxrpomm every ﬁay gx;omng more untenable,
and with a vote of censure looming in the distanoe, in reference
to the Colonial Office, Lord John Russell and his eolleaguos
rather suddenly resigned, A weck of intense excitement fol-
lowed. The reins of government were offered to Lord Stanley;
‘but as the Queen was anxious that Parliament should not be
dissolved during the Great Exhibition, his lordship was, after
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some negociation with the Peelite lpaders, obliged to give up
*the task of forming a government, No other statesman being
at all prepared to undertake the task, the Queen, according to
her usual custom when in difficalty, sent for the Duke, He
came, and after hearing how matters stood, advised her
Majesty to lay her commands upor Lord Joln Russell and his.
colleagruga to remain in office until tho Great Exhibition had

concluded, This was done; and assort of armed truce for the
remainder of the sesgion ensued between the rival partics in
Parliavient.

Soou after this event, the Duke was an actor in a most
iuteresting seéne in the House of Lords. The delinquency
of Lord Torrington durmg his governotship of Ceylon had
long atiracted notice in Parliament; but at the beginning
of this session, Lord Brougham expressed an incipient inten-
tion to move for his impet{chmont. Enrl Grey, the colonial
secretary, at length thought it advisuble to supersede Lord
Torrington, who returned home, and on Tuesday, April Ist,

* defenled himself in bis place in Parliament. There was an un-
usual attendance of peers; the Duke of Wellington sat in liis ac-
customed scat; a goodly number of bishops in theu' lawn sleeves,
headed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, were in their places;
a few peeresses graced the galleries; but the foot of the throne
and the bar were crowded. Iudeed, the Iouso of Commons
was quite deserted ; nearly all the Radical mombers flocked to
hear Lord Térsington’s defence, Lord Torrington rose soon
aftor five, and spoke above an hour and a-balf. Ilis defence was
well arranged and judicioud. When he resumed his seat, Earl
Grey, in the course of his syeech, unjuckily for Lord Torrington,
compared the martial law in Kandy to that declared and main-

tained by the Duke of Wellington in Spain. No sooner had
he concluded, whén the Duke walked to the side of tho
table, and began to address the house, in a voice of thun.:

‘ der, which could Le heard some distance into the lobbies, with
respect 1o martial law.' Indeed, the comparison of the noble,
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earl scemed to have stirred up all the fire yet left in the aged
veteran. Having disposed ofsthe whole speech of Lord Tor-
rington, by saying that as the Houss had not yet a sivgle paper
before it, their Jordships could know nothing about the matter,
he proceeded to say, that although he hud governed lavge
communities by martial law, he had slways governed by the
laws of the country, and with sueh woderation, that the native
judgss and tribunals proceeded under his rule as regulady ns
under the royalty at that time suspended. The noble Duke
smote the table with great violonce contivually during bis re-
marks, and concluded by protesting with exlraordinary vehe-
mence against any comparison being drawn bouwween him and
Lord ‘Torrington, The gallant old wartiar was loudly cheered
{hroughont, but particularly during Iis vepudiation of such an
injurious comparison. On leaving the House, it was observed
that the Duke, on getting into his carriage, exhibited for more
activity than usual, ac if the sudden exeltement of the sttack
had thoroughly stirred his spirit. ‘

The Duke or Wellington took & preminent part in the™
pogeant at the opening of the Great Exhibition by her Majesty
and Frince Albert on the 1st of May, 1851, the Duke’s 82nd
birthday. 1n the progession witlin the building, the illus-
trius soldier walked arm in arm with the Marquis of Anglesey,
his Lrother in arms, and several yeors his seulor in age. They
wore Dboth attired in their nniforms as field-mrarshals, and
nothing in that wonderful temple of peace constituted a sight
more iutcresting than those two grey-headed ol syarriors ; the
representatives of so many well-fought fields and noble vietorics,

After assisting at this memovable .ceremony, the Duke
repaired to Buckingham Palase to present a jewelled casket
to his royal godeon, Prince Atthur, on the first auniversary
of his birth, The infant prince was in’his cradle, and the
Queen had not returned ; amd the old warrior mat down to
await the opening of those eyes thatluoked yet wonderingly upon
the world, in which he himself had played se long and
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great a part.  While thus he sat, the Queen returned from the
inauguration of the grandest peaceful triumpli the werld had
ever seen, to find the hero of England’s warlike triumphs await-
ing hor,  With the flush of her great part yet upon her check,
and dressed in her cevemonial robes, she took the child from
his eradle, and flinging . shawl over him, earried him in her
arms to the distinguished veteran. Of this interesting incident
a picture was afterwards painted by the Queen’s commaud.

I'he Duke was a frequent visitor to the Great Exhibition, and
on one ceeasion hed strayed alone into the French departineat,
where, on being recognised, ho was surrounded by a crowd of
Frenchimen, who requested-to be allowed to shake hands with
s0 illusirious & general. The Duke gave his hand in succession
to about a seore of them, and then passed forward to another
part of the building amidst loud cheers,

The last time that the Duke addressed the 1louse of Peers
wag on the 15th of Juns, 1862, when the Militia Bill, was under
discussion.  In the course of his speceh be veferred to hig great

rvictory at Watetloo, which he emphutieally desizunled a “ battle
of giants,”



CHAPTER XVL -
. 1852,

Closing hours of Great Men—The Iut‘a)nys of tho Duke—Tx geized with the
fatel Attack—TITis Death— Recsptign of the Nows,

T last hours of a great man have always had for the world a
strange fascination. The great touchstone wherewith to try all
things is the END; and happy is he who can folé about him the
robes of a good life, and, lika the old Rewman, fall with dignity
and grace. The deaths of most men have commonly about
them some traces of their accustomed habits, The profane
wits of the French Revolution spent many years of their lives
in the elaborate prepavation of some empty jest or of sume
trashy mot, with which to make their departure from this life

famous—a wretched ambition which mostly failed of its object.-

The death whicl; heroes have most coveled is that which comes
sudden and glorious, amongst the o(lmr “ curronts of the heady

fight.”
0 terque qmtnrque beati

Queis ante ora patrum, Trojm sub mwlbas ‘altis
Contigit oppetere LA

Such was tlm end of Woife and Hels(m of Pieton and Moore,
who fell vietorions amidst the a:ppluum of e ddmiring world.
Tlappy would it have been for the fame of Napoleon liad such,
tov, been his fate; for then he would have eécaped the ruin of
Waterloo, and the world would have lost the lesson of  St.
Icdena. The Duke of Wellington's death was & petfoct contrast
to his life. It was kis first great event in his-carcer in which there
was nothing to deseribe.  Nolast words were therc for his eoun-
trymen to treasurc up, or the historian to record, A sudden

-
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attack, “a succession of fits,”” & brief space of calm uncon-
sciousness, snd all was over. That great soul quitted its
carthly tencment so soltly that his last. moment passed unper-
ceived ; and he wasdead hefore these nround him suspected the
painful fact.

The scene of the Duke’s last days was Walmer Castle, the
oflicial residence of the Wardens of the Cinquo Ports, and
where he genernlly retived at tho close of the session. His
apartment was o plainly, and almost scantily furnished
room. A eamp bedstead, a small colloction of books—consist-
ing chiefly of #riters in prose and verso of the English Au-
gustin age, recent historics and Dliographies, some French
memoirs, military reports, official and parliamentary publi-
cations, and last, but evidently unot the least uscd, bis Bible—
an ink-stained table, at which he wroto every day for some
hours, and & few chairs, constituted its mholo furniture.

The view from the windows wust have been singularly con-
“tcnial to the Duke’s habits and tastes. The prospeet north and

south is unbroken, till it falls upon the massive and frowning
hattlements of Deal and Sandown castles ; directly in front it is
only bounded by tho French coast ; while below streteh the Downs
for some miles on either side, with its fleots of merchant veszels
hound on their peaceful errands of commerce or enterprisc.

On the arrival of the Duke at Walmer Castle, at the close
of the scssion, he at once resumed the habits and occupations
1o which he was accustomed at that residence. e received
only a small and scleet circle of company, which invariably
comprised some of his children and grandehildren. He made
constant journoys to Dover and the neighbouring towns on the
Lusiness of his office as Lord Warden of the Cingue Ports.
Nothing in his manner or appcarance betokened (he approach
of death; although some fancied they could perceive a slight
increase in the unsteadiness of his steps, and generally, more of
the indications of extreme age. Indeed, the Duke, although
he generally avoided talking of himself, admitted the deeay of

-
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hiz strength upon the oceasion of the regent provogation of Par-
liament. A distinguished member of the peerage perceiving
that he felt somewhat inconvenienced by the weight of the
sword of state, obecrved, that he feared it must prove irksome
to him to sustain the weight.of it. 1 do feel the wcight
of it sensibly,” replied the Duke; “I am obliged to shift it
from one position to another to ease myself; it seems ns heavy
as & regimental firelock,”

Some smpprise was felt ell over the country at the non-
appearance of the usual poll of the Duke's killed aud wounded
on the st of September, but his unwonted absonce from the
field ou that day of slanghter did not arise from ill Lealth, This
is obvious, since the local newapapera chronicled a vory charac-
teriztic anecdote of him under the date of the 2nd. On that day
he paid a visit to Folkestone. Unattended, he walked for
some time on the piet, and then proceeded np the steep road to
the West Olify . Finding thst np train was leaving the town
for some time, the Duke sent for a fiy to take Lim to the uppey’
station for Dover, and gave particular dircetions to the mes-
sengzer that the vehiele should be with him in five minutes. The
prescribed time having expired, and the fly not making its
appearance, the Duke determined 0 walk to the station, which
is distant from Folkestone one mile, and the road to which is
principally wp hill. While standing on the platform, he met
with an old pensioner, and at onge entered into eonversation with
him, The Duke questioned the veteran as to what regiment
he had served in, and as to a variety of other matters ; and,
after hearing the replies, terminaled the affair by quietly putting
his hand in his pocket, and giving the man a sovercign.

The Duke, it scoms, was particularly averse, unless it was
absolutely necessaty, to remain in his own apartment in cases of
temporary illness; and a few wecks after he came down to
Walmer, he eould not be persuaded to keep his room, when suf-
ing from a severe ¢old, but joined the dinner circle in his great-
coat,

-
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1Es ugo was emplintically, as the poet expres=es ity

A Justy Mntcr,
Frotly but kindly.”

Jut at lergth the day draws nigh when, alag! ho must follow
tho course of all living:—
“ For though we wado in wealth and soar in fame,
Earth's higlest atation ends in * ITere bie lies,”
And < duost to dest’ eoncludes her noblest nong!”

On Sunday, Soptember 12, he sttended divine rorvice
ot the ehureh which stands between Walmer and Deal. 1o
was aceompanied by Lord ond Lady Charles Wellesley
his yourgest son and dauglterin.aw, who wers then the
ouly visitors at Walmer Castle. On Monday morning the
roble Duke tock his last opsn-air exercise by walking out
in the environs of the eastle, Ho inspect® the stableb, and gave
directions with reference to o journey to Dover on the Tuesday,
"where he had an appointment to meet the Countess of West-
woreland, on her return to Vienns, for the purpose of seeing her
on board the packet which was to take her across the Strait:
to the Contincnt. On Monday cvening he addressed a note
to the Countess, assuring her that he expected to he able to
keep his promise to meet Ler. At the same time ho wroto
scveral other letters, amongst which wero iwo documems ad-
dressed to Liord Fitzroy Somersot, the Duke's official sceretary.

On Monday cvening, the Duke dined with Lord and Lady
Charles Wellesley. Ie was in good spirits and ate rather
heartily. While at the table tho Duke’s vivacity of maimer was
such as {o call forth a congratulatory remark from his son and
daughter-inlaw. Instead of retiring at 10 o'clock, his usual hour,
he sat up -till nearly halfpast 11, cheerfully conversing with
Lord and Lady Wellesley, In consequence of this, Kendall,
his valot, n confidential servant of the Duke, who had been
his constant attendant for nearly thirty years, did not call
him till a quarier after- 6 o’clock, instead of ¢ as wsual
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The Duke replicd to his valet’s summons in his customary
mauner, but appeared to wake up with some little difficulty.

Kendall remnrked that his breathing appedred to be much
heavier than usual, but the symptoms he observed were in
no degroe enlculated to oceasion alarm; and after remain-
ing in tho room about twenty minutes, he left. About
half-past 7 o’clock, one of the housemaids, being engaged
near the Duke's reom, heard some unusual sounds pro-
cceling from the apartment. She immediately ran to Ken-
dall’s room, and exclaimed, ** Oh, sir, I am afraid something

is the mattor with the Duke! he is making such a strange
noise.”’  The valet, alarmed, ran direcily to the Duke’s room,

but, on arriving there, found all much as when he had left
it an hour previcusly, with one exception, that the Duke was
now lying upoa his right side instead of kis back, and still
breathing* with appdcbnt diffienlty. © Approsching his bed-
side, the valet informed lum of the hour. “ It is a guarter
to 8 your grace.” The Duke' opened his weyes slowly,”
and said, * Thauk you.” After a fow moments he inquired
still in the same ealm and collected voice, *“ Where-does the
apothecary live ¢ Kendall replied, “*In Deal, close by, your
urace.” Pausing for a moment, the Duke presently remarked,

* 1 should like to soe him, Kcndall.” * The valet immediately
wrote a note to Mr. ITulke, requesting his immediate presence
at tho castle.  Remaining with his noble master while tho
messenger was gone to Deal, Kendall' failed to diseover or
suspect that any serious ailment eflegted the'Duke. Although
he breathed with unusudl -difficulty, thie was attributed

to the probable effest of his having eaught a slight cold

on the previous day, -When Mr. Hulke arrived, the Duke
was perfectly conscious,’ and answered corrcctly questions
put to him. Mr. Hulke imagining that his patient was suffer-
ing from an attack of indigestion, prescribed accordingly, and
before leaving the castle, at Kendall’s request, saw Lord
Charles Wellesley, and gave it as his opinion that no danger
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was to be apprehended ; adding, that he had seen him much
worse on foriner occasions, Of late years he had been subject
to altncks of this nature, but no premonitory symptoms had
been observed previously to this last and fatal one.

After the surgeon left the castle, Kendall having pwvxously
obtained Mr, Hulke s sanelion, prepared some ten, and, pour-
ing three or four table spoonfuls into a saucer, asked.the Duke
if he would wke a little, "The Duke veplied, “* Yes, if you please.”
These are the last words he evor spoke. 1Te had some difficulty
in raisiiyy himself to tske the tea, Kendall, observing this,
placed his hand behind him, and assisted him.  After drinking
the tea, he agdin reclined on the bed, and it was observed thut
his difficulty of breathing appeared to increase. Kendall now
became anxious, and watching his noble master very closely,
at length observed a peeuliar muscular action of the lower
jaw—a sort of twitching of the lips and surrounding parts. le
had hardly time to notice this, when the Duke was scized with
a strong convulsive fit, and every muscle in his body was in

*violent action for some minutes. Kendall instantly rang the
bell with sume violence, and Lord Charles Wellesley, with se-
veral of the domesties, were on the spot imunediately, Mustard
poultices were applied to the chest, an emetic was administered
and medical assistance was again sent for. Mr. Hulke returned,
accompanied by D, M‘Arthur, of Walmer, and Mr. Hulke,
junior. They adopted svery remedy that science could suggest ;
but the attack failed to yield to their professional skill, The
Duke, from the moment he was seized with the fit, became
specehless, Finding that he breathed more freely when raised in
the bed, he was placed in an easy chair in a sitting posture. The
attendants of his dying mdments stood in a group around him,
watching the last efforts of expiring nature.  On one side were
Lord Charles Wellesley and Dy, M‘Arthur, on the other Mr.
Hulke and the valot. As the time passed on, and no sign ot
relief was visible, telegraph messages were despatched, first for
Dr. Hume and then for Dr. Ferguson, who, however, were un-
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fortunately both from home. Finally, Dr. Willianis was sent
for ; but he did not arrive at the gastle till eleven o’clock at
night, when o}l earthly aid was unseless. -Abont noon a fresh
attack, shown in the exhaustsd stats of the patient by shivering
only, came on; and from that time hardly any sign of animation
could be detected, Mr. Hulke could ouly ascertain by the con-
tinued wetivn of the pulse the' existence of life, He felt it from
time to time till about & quarter past three, when he found that
it had ceased tor Leat, and declared that oll was over. Dr.
MeArthur tried the other arm, and confirmed the fact; Lut
Lord Charles Wellesley expressed his belief that the Dulke still
breathed, and o mirrer was held to his mouth by thevalet. The
polished surface, however, remained undimmed, and the great
commander had departed without a struggle, or even a sich, to
mark the exact moment when the vital spark was extinguished.
There were present at this solemn moment Lord and Lady
Cherles Wellesley, the three medical gentlowen, Mr. Colling,
the house-steward, and Kendall, the Duke’s valet.

Expresses were immediatoly despatehed to Lord Fitzroy
Somerset, military secretary, and for Mr. Parkinson, Lis soli-
citor. Dispatches by a government messenger were also for-
warded to the Queen, and to Lord Derby, who, was with the
Queen at Balmoral ; and to the Marquis and Marchioness of
Dours, who were staying at Frankfort. The meancholy in-
telligence was abnounced to the metropelis in & sixth edition
of the Sus mewspaper, which was issued about seven o'clock
in the evening, The news, however, scarcely reached the coun:
try until the morning papers of the following day (Wednes-
day) were received.- Every one of the publie journals, without*
excoption, spoke of the melancholy eventin terms of the deepest
regret ; and the organs of the Liberal party exhibited, like
their more Conservitive contemporaries, the black insignia of
mourning.

“All the shops in Denl, Dover, and Walmer were immedi-
ately closed, and the intelligence was cverywhere received with
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demonstrations of grief. At the port of London, and at all the
seaports in the kingdom, the ships hoisted their colours half-
mast high ; the great Lells of the cathedrals were tolled 5 and
in other towns muffled peals were rang.. The Duke was Master
of the Trinity Houso ; and on the news of his death being com-
municated to. the Elder Brethiren, they al ounce directed the
partial closing of the establishments on Tower Ilill and Dept-
ford, and the hoisting of the colours hglf-mast high at the Trivity
Stores, at Blackwall, and other parts of the coast. A similar
mark of raspect was exhibited at the different lighthouses and
ships as soon as the intelligence eould reach them.

At the Tower, the different offiges of the garrison and depot
were partially closed. The ball of St. Peter ad Vincula; the
church of the fortress, was tolled at intervals during the day.

On the Sunday following the Duke’s death, allusions wore
made to the melaicholy event from neatly all the pulpits in the
wietropolis, dissenting ministers, as well a6 those of the church,
paying him this mournful honour,

« The Duke of Wellingtun’s will is dated as far back as 1818,
«nd was found at Counits’s Bank, The existence of this docu-
nment was unknown evon to those maost nearly connected with
the Duke. Of late years, although he had ordered sovoral wills
tobe prepared, he never could make up his mind to execute them.
The Duke appears to have always avoided the subject of his
own death, and the nrrangements connected with it. Those
who knew himn best hardly ever remember to have heard him
talk of such matters. e received, in the course of hiz long
and distinguished life, many presents of immense value ; and
Apsley Ilouse is filled with a grest variety of objects, the
interest attached to which can hardly be over-rated. This col-
leetion, as personsal property, was, of course, exposed to the
risk of disporsion after the Duke's death ; and, with a view to
its preservation, an act of Parliament was obtained, enabling
hiw, within aspace of two years, to make heirlooms of such
¢hjcets as he wishied to see inalienably attached to his title
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and estates. Singularly enough, it was ot tlll the lust
day of the time thus granted that he signed the documents
requisito to make the Act available.

‘Tler Majesty received the intelligence of the decease of the
illustrious Duke with profound grief, A Queen’s messenger
arrived at Walmer Castle at three o’clock on Saturday after-
noon from Bahnoral, bearing a communieation from the Prime
Minister, the Earl of Derky, addressed to Lord Charles Welles-
ley, in which a desire was intimated on the part of her Majesty
that the funeral should be a public vne.  Such a tribute to the
memory of the great commander, is not ouly in accordance with
tho precedent afforded by that of Lord Nelsmi but consonant
with the universal wish of the nation. ‘

The tomb of Nelson stands so directly in the centre of St.
Paul's cathedral, that anything drepped from the ball at the
top of the dome would fall directly upon it. The coffin is
walled i with granhe, and surmounted by a sarcoplingus of
black marble designed by Cardinal Wolsey for himself, but which
remained unused for centuries, until placed in its present post-
tion. On the south side, the space near the tomb is oceupicd
by the graves of some of Nelson’ relatives and that of Lord
Collingwood, but the north side is still vacant, and there it is
intended that the body of the Great Duke shall be laid,









CHAPTER XVIL :

Tie Dake’s Personal Appearange and 1Tabits -- Ancedoles- His mental Activity
— 18 Character us & Lundlord—His Charity—1Ix held in ansversal Regard—
Compaiison between Wellington and Napoleon,

I the prime of life the Duke of Wellington was an extremely
handsome and well male man. His stature was nedrly five
feet ten inches, his shoulders were broad, and his chiest well
developed.  ITis «conntenance needs no description, for a thou-
sand portraits, statues, and busts have made it familiar to.all.
Although his lneaments were peeuliarly striking and charac-
tevistie—lis face being long, and his sose sufficiently pronon:é
—they did not vergein the least upon caricature. Ile was by no
. means the sharp-featured, hatehet-visaged, man which some of
the published portraits would lead one to suppose ; and in the
decline of life there was a slight tendency to plumpness.  After
his death, the medical attendants were surprised at the great
development of muscle still remaining.  For the rest, it is
sufficient to esy, that his brow was Lroad and open, and his
eyes grey and piercing. His habitual expression was e singular
mixture of sternness and benignity—1ilie former reigning in the
upper, and the latter in the lower part of his countenance.  Of
late years his head was bent forward over his breast, so as to
expose behind the silver buckle of his white cravat; but this
appenrs to have been less duc to the infirmities of age, than to
a seton which the Duke was long compelled to wear in the nape
of his neck, as a counter irritant and & preventative of brain
attacks to which ho was considered liable, The Duke’s favour-
ite dress was & well-fitted bluc frock-coat, with white waistcoat
and trowsers; to which last winter ho ‘added a short eape, that
at first attracted some notice by its singularity.
Of his personal habits a very shmt account will suftice. To
44, 1
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the last he maintained the simple mode of life to which he had
been accustomed from his youth. His slecping accommodation
would have horrified most persons who have been familiar with
the luxuries of modern upholstery. In all his residences there
was an ordinary irtn camp bedstead, without curtains. A hard
matrass, stufiod with horse-hair, and covered with leather, and
a pillow of like eonstroetion, formed the Duko’s pallet. His
usual hour for rising was about half-past six, but of late years
the operation of the-toilet, which he made without assistance,
was seldom completed till nine. To the last, he inyariably
shaved himself. ¥t was his custom to walk .before breakiast,
and, at that meal he indulged in no luxuries, . Ilis first business
was to read his letters, which he promptly answered with
his own pen. Unfortunately for Lis repose, this habit had
long been known, and the Duke was troubled with scores
of letterg, the ouly, object of which was to oblain speci-
mens of his hand.writing. The sovereizn contempt in which
the writors seemed to hold his golden maxim, namely, that evers
body should mind his own business, appears to have horrified
the Dulke; and his indignant rebukes would have abashed any
one but & collector of autographs. Little, however, recked they
of rebulkes if thew device procured for them the precious ¢ F. M,
the Duke of Wellington,” the invariable commencement of such
reproofs. Upon his writingitable might always be seen a number
of small slips of paper, on which wore printed ** Aveid to inpose
upon others the cave of origiual papers which you wish to pre-
serve.” It is well known that the applications to the late Duke
for advice and assistance were very numerous, and in many
cases testimonials and original documents were enclosed by the
applicants, which the Duke, after makiug a memorandum of,
invariably returned, aocompanied by one of these significant
cautionary notices.

Another of the Duke’s morning employments was the study
of the newspapers. No mere skinimer of endless colutns was
he, but an earpest and inflistrious reader. Nothing ercaped
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hind} and the adyertising columns had his special attention.
It would seem that his notion of a newspaper was that it should
be solely a vehicle of intelligenge, not an organ of public opinion,
At allovents, he has several times expressed his disregard of
the commentaries of the press upon himself. In another man this
would reniind ns of the views of Sir Fretful Plagiary respect-
ing the press, but in the Duko it is & striking instance of the
manner in which this great principle ‘affected all his thoughts.
It had always been his custom to follow out the conscientions
dictates of his own mind, regardless of cousequences. Ay
fpflexibility of pyrpose which had stood the wear and tear of
popuiar ignorance and shortsightedness through the long Penin-
sulur war, was not-likely to give way before the diatribes and
hasty conclusions of any journalist, however able and honest.
he might be. b
The Duke was always exceedingly temygrate. He certainly
kept a French cook, but it was more for the sake of his friends
than himself. Tis non-appreciation of the refinements of the
cutsine used to be a sore trial for the patience of his chefs,
snd several amusing ancedotes are told bearing upon this subject.
The Duke inherited the musical tastes of his father, and
ofwen spent his evenings at the Opera. In the Haymarket,
during the seasgn, his curiously constructed cab (designed by
himself), might often be seen drive up to h# Majesty’s Theatre,
A bustle amongst the sentries would gnsue—the whole guard
would hurry royad to the entrance neavest Pall Mall, fixing their
bayunets as they ran; and having heen hastily drawn up in
two lines from the earriage to the deor, they would salute the
dpreat Comumenderdu-chief as he passed into the theatre,
" The Duke’s attention to his rcligions duties hns frequently
Leen the subject of remark. When in town, he invariably
atlended at the daily service of the Chapel Royal, St. James’s.
1t is needless to add, that he was a striet rubrieian, and used
carefully to repeat all the responses. It was suflicient for-him
that such was the order of the Chureh, and ho obeyed it with
1R
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the most saiupulous fiddhty, Ile would as goon have thought
of commanding the battle of Waterloo by deputy, as of entrust-
ing to & parish clak the duty of offming that part of the publie
worship whieh was set down for hinself.

Cicero's encmium, * Ut ado’esechlem, in guo senile aliquid,
sic senem, in quo est adolescentis wliquid, probo,” would have
applicd with gieat force to ow Lero; for his youth was always
tempeted with the discretion of ago, and his age ietained much
ot the fire and cnergy of youth. Especially was tlas true when
any matter connceted with his profe-sion was concerned. The
memorable 10th of April, on which tho Chartist inguriection
was fixed to have tahen place, is a remarkablé example. With
ouf permitting 8o much as o red coat to be seen, he so ad-
witably disposcd his forces, that the most formidable out-
break g London coull have been instantly crushed. A dis-
tinguished member of the governmenti of the day took upon
himself to suggest <o the Duke various points that ought to
be deftnded ; and the answer ho received in cvery instance
was, ** Done alveady,’ or ** Done thice hours sinee.””

Again, when Lord Gough had becn 1ecalled from India,
the Duke was asked to furnish three names from which a suc-
eessor might bo ehosen.  1iis laconie reply was, “ Sir Chanles
Napier — Sir Charles Napier — 8ir  Charles Napiex !
Notwithstanding thig flattering recommendation, however, Sir
Charles at first deelined the post, whereupon the Duke, with
charaeteristio brevity, said, ¢ Very well, then Ishall go my selt.”

Other ancedotes might easily be added, shawing the same
decision and energy, but none are necessary. 1he Duke's
vigarous defence, both of his own Spanish pohey and of the
conduct of Sir Iarry Swmith, might also be instanced, as evi-
dences that the five of his yputh was undiminished by the infirmi.
ties of age, and that, when excited, it could burn as brightly as
ever., T'ho effeet of his later specches, however, was somewhat
warred by frequent pauscs, oceasioned, not by any mental deeny,
‘but by the difficultics he expericnced in articulation, The
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obcupzmts of tho Sh‘ﬂ""'ﬁl’a “gallery in tho Ilouse of Lords
wero sometimes lmerly startled by hearing Lim converso
in a much highor tone than is customary. Tho Duke had
long 'expcric'ncml a difficulty of hearing, and had ndopted a
practice common with deaf persons, that of speaking veryloudly
to himself. Though not often in the habit of addressing the
Ilouse, he was a most patient Jistengr. His ordinary place
was at the upper cnd of the table, wherc he would. sit for
hours with his hand to his ear, Mis etyle of speaking is
easily desuribed. It was based upon a maxim diametrically
opposed to that of tie French statesman, who said that Jan.
guago was designed not to convey tlumglxts, but to concoal titem
The Duke’s objeet on every occasion was to say just what he
meant, and to use as fow words as possible. It was his pene-
tice to let bis sentiments procure for themselves what neceptanes
thoy deserved; and he seldom or never aempted to resort to
the arts of persunsion or concilintidn.

= Much eunlogy has been expended at various times, and by
various writers, on the clearness and pggeision of the Duke's
stylo in his military dispatches. Ife was too candid to
have any false modesty; if he did not admire his own composi-
tions, he approved them.. After recontly reading over sonie of
his dispatches as cuolleeted by Colonel Gurwood, he said, * Well,
if these were to be written over again, 1 dow't think I should
aiter a single word,” It was of theselispatches that the French
satirist observéd, that “ the word glory did not occur once, but
that duty was to be found in cvery page’'—little thinking of the
compliment couched in his remark. '

His great meutal sctivity bas oftou been a a theme of conver-
sation; but thers was an illustration of it shortly beloro kis
death, which is no Juss interesting on account of its relation, than
remarkable in itselt.’ e was angaﬂcﬂ in the task of ;cadmg.
the veport of the Royal Commission appointod to examine into
the magagement and condition of Oxfusd University.  This ho
doubtless did with the view of mastering the details, so as to be
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ablo to form a sound judgment on a question of so much national
interest, and possibly to take part in the dispussion of the sub-
jeot in thenext session  The Duke was, like the late Sir Robert
Y'ecl, one who would take no opinion second-hand, "and in this
instance lie laboured hard to undepstand the subject in all its
bearings. He had nearly concluded his gigantic task, and, np to
acertain point, it is believed, had read evary word of the report.

A pleasing testimony to the Duke’s character is tho long
period during which a large proportion of his dependents had
been counected with or sorved him, and the unvarying testi-
mony which they bore to his good and kind qualitics as an
employer, a landlord, and a master, He waa exact and punc-
tual in the management of his private affairs, and was une
of the most liberal and improving landlerds in the country.
The estate of Strathfieldsaye was not originally a good invest-
ment, but it became «o in his hands. The rents arising from it
wero expended, not upon fétee and show in London, but upon
the estate itself—the income was all applied to tho improvemein
of the land. Born aml reared at o period when but little atten-
tion was bestowed on such subjeets, the Duke nevertheless
sliowed himself fully alive to the expanding requirements of the
country ; and while the occupiers for the time enjoyed, it is said,
without any additional payment, the advantages of an outlay
drawn from a large sacrifice of income, the Duke’s heirs, and
indireetly the whole country, will reap permanent benefit.

A general and very erroneous impression has cxisted in the
public mind that the Duke of Wellington was extremely parsimo-
nious in his contributions to the different benevelent institutions
with which London abounds, Such, we believe, was not the case;
but when he gave donations he always requested that it might
not he blazoned before the public. That his private benc-
volence was extensive was proved by a case which came hefore
the police courts just before his death, in which it appenred
that he hdd been defraMed of £500 at various periods, extend-
ing wyer seven years, by a bogging lotter writer who represented
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herself to be the danghder of military officer. The Duke was,
nioreover, ¢oH , either as president or patron, with many
of the charitable institutions of the motropolis, .

Of all the Duke’s peenljaritics, nole, perhaps, was more
remarkable than the temacity and sceuracy of Lis memory.
e had a clear regoflectiofr'of mauy minute facts connceted with
Mr. it and his times. ‘Some allusion being made one day to
an approaching Lord Mayor'a dinner’, the Duke remarked that
tho last public dinner attended by Mr. Pitt was on* such an
vecasion, and that he happened to be present, and heard Mr.
Piit make :un mme!knf speech. A speaker at the dinner, in
pwposmv Mr. Bitt's houlth, spoke of that statesman as ‘‘the
saviour of his country,” and.in his reply to the toast, Mr. Pitt
devied thai he was the saviour of his eountry, obscrving, ** The
enuntry saved itself by its own exertions, and other countries
vwould be equally fortunate it they would follow its example.”
This speech the Duke greatly admired ; St was after”his own
heart, for it was one of his great maxims that whoever wished
to hiave o thing done well, must do it himself.

A public journalist, after enumerating the honours cn-
joyed by the Doke, many of which would be highly coveted by
the highest in the realm, even if held singly, has well observed,
that “No oue in the country ever received so much of that
popular testimony monstrari digito pretereuntium, excepting that
the spectators were not always content with a passing glance.
For mauy years he was daily watched from Apsley House to the
ITorse Guards, and, as he always arrived at the 1lonse of Lords
exactly at a.quarter to b o’clock, he had always a tail of modest
admirers behind him, and & speeies of reception by a cirele,
ofton including woll-dressed people from the country, at the
streat entrance of the House of Lords. Latterly, as he came
in his pheton or on horseback, this opportunity of a deliberate
survey was more extensively used. No parade or spectacle was
complete without him, and his presence everywhere sccured all
the success that was desired. Whenever he appeared in the
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Exhibition lnst year, he was soan oppressed, and sometimes
“driven away, by the redundant enthusiasm of his provincial ad
mirers. Inthe fashionable world he was everything and every-
where, and at exerybody’s call, yet nover lost his value; though,
in soma instances, he certainly appreciated himself at.a lower rato
than his sensitive friends could have wished. For many years he
has heen the universal fathet at weddings and godfather at bap-
tisms; yet 30 little had his philanthropy beon cheapened by the
multitude of its obijects that when a royal prince was born on lis
birthday, he was put in requisition ; and, for his sake, we have
a Prince Arthur ouce more in Dritain, Beginning with her
Majesty and Prinee Albert, thore is not a family in the fashion-
able world that has not shown ag'much interest and curiosity
about the Duke as any middle-class household that had heard
of his battles, but had no hope or chance of a nearer acquaintance.
The Dukg was everywhere a favourite of children, and kept a
store of shillings fresh from the Mint to distribute as keepsakes
among his juvenile admirers; and many such memeutos werp
kept till the possessor was no longer young.

““There is no man, and never has been a man in this country,
of whom there were so many interesting and eharacteristic ancc-
dotes ; so many rough, but emphatic and pithy sayings and
lctters.  Every day of his life, up to the last, has supplied a
store of those, and, were we once to begin, we should soon lose
ourselves, Thewhsh with which they have been caught up,
and the amuscmerit they have afforded, cven when they were
not complimentary or even agrecable, proves the estimation of

the man who could say and do what he liked, No humourist
or wit ever left so many snymgs Swift, Johnson, Voltaire
himself, had not moro dppreciating hearers, and did not issue so
large & coinage of sterling mother wit.  World-wide in glory,
multifarious in oftices, ub:qultous in person, incessant in duty,
alwiys in his place, on every subject hitting the right nail on
thg liead, knowing at least two whelo generations of pubhc men,
with & memory and an historical carcer reaching far beyond
be MvesioF most men, he attained a greater universality than
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any man ever did in this country,—a greater universality as of
servicos and knowledge, so also of estimation and affection.
Though he made lis own fortune, he was idolized by the aris-
tocracy ; though an existoernt by birth, habits and opinions, he
was reverenced aund loved by the commdnalty ; though a soldier,
he was chosen the prince of academicians and churchmen ;
though almost overtopping royalty in his name and influence,
he was the cherished friend of thred sovereigns. As Le had
trimphed over every obstacle in his military, and evety preju-
diee in his civil career, so, in spite of every difficulty, he sccured
an abiding-placgin the esteem and affection of all classes.”

It seems impossible to close this brief meweir without some
reference to the controversy which bas raged ever since the
battle of Wateiloo, as to the precise place which the Duke has
won in the temple of Fame. A happy fortune is bis ; fur his
most inveterate oppoucnts do not deny tlmt Le bas at least
earned an honourable niche. The debate®is not whether he is
egiinent, but whether he is pre-cminent—not whether he.is g
great horo, but whether he is not the greatest known to his-
tory. The controversy can never be decided—at least in our
times ; for the question raised has become one of the superiority
of national character. Napolson is put forward by the French
people as the model Frenchman; Wellington by the English as
the ideal Englishman. It is a question, as put by French
writers, between solid ability and dazzling genius. Euglishmen
regard it as a debate between genius chastened aund vestrained
by reason, moderation, and conscicnee, and genius'which is fit-
ful and erratic, plausible, showy, and theatrical. Where shall we
find 2 man that can sit in judgment in such a cause—where ono
that ean decide impartially wpon & question in whicli net indi-
vidual merit, but his own tetoperament, is the matter in dispute?

The English people despize glosy a3 an objeet, though, when
by the performance of duty it has been won, none know better
how to value and cherish it.. No trait is more conspicuous in
tie Duke of Wellington's character than this. At supper, after
the battle of Waterloo, in which the crowning laurel had been
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added to his fame, he is said to have shed tears of gratitude,
and to have exclaimed, * Thank God, I have met him,” Yet
no one can say that the Duke funght a single action or risked

-a single life, merely to obtain a brilliant vietory, or to figure in
the Gazette. The Duke alwgys kept his task before his eyes.
He had virtnally to defend the shores of his country from inva-
sion,—to save England from ruin, her sacred shrines {rom
desecration, her daughters from pollution, snd her sons {rom
slavery. It was emphatically a struggle ** pro aris, et focis "’
he was intent in performing his part well, and he recked little
whether he received praise or abuse. The English people hate
ostentation : so did the Duke. No general ever cared more for
the comfort of his soldiers, but no one made less parade of Lis
humanity, It found vent, not in fine apeeches, but in assiduous
care—in earnest painstaking, in slespless toil. The Duke mado
neither florid speeches, nor issued rhetorical proclamations.
Saxon formula is, * whereas” something must be dene, and
therefore you must do it. That was the spirit which breatho!
in every line of the Duke’s gencial orders.  The Freneh procla-
mation is ahways in heroics. lence, while French soldiers are
inflamed with an enthusiasm that sometimes hurries them into
victory,the English are inspired with s, determination that ren-
ders it also impossible for them to be withstood.

Napoleon was a type of the French mind. Ambitious,—he
would endure nothing that refused to acknowledge his sway.
Selfish,—~he.cared vot for others so that he obtained but his
own ends. Tnhuman,~he heeded not what oceans of blood he
shed, so that he but achieved the advantage he sought. An
expedition has failed, he abandons his army to perish in the

. desert. A battle is lost, ko leaves his troops to escape as they
con, And yet he so knew, and so worked on the vanity of Freuch-
men; that his soldiers, for whom he cared nothing, except so far
as they could win him dominion and fasme, loved him to devo-

.4ion, and freely spent their lives to purchase for him aggrandise-
nient and renown.

But it is sometimes said that the Duke of Wellington had
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no genius—ihat he was a hard-headed caleulating mar, who
conquered, not by brilliant coneceptions, but by avoiding mis-
takes—a second Fabius, whose yarches ond countermarches
wearied vielorious foes into discomfiture ; or rather, wlo won
bsttles by enduring defeat uulil bis opponents suffered them-
selves Lo be vanguished in rolurn.

But how vain is such an hypothesis! The most briliant
cxploits of the most dazzling genius have nover surpassed the
hattle of Assayc, the passages of the Douro and the Bidassoa,
and the capture of Ciudad Roderigo and Badajoz. But Wel-
lington eould not he Napoleon, for their ends and aims were
diametrically bpposed. He never sought to overrun a continent
or Tainan empire ; and, therefore, he could not hope to ethulate
the eareer of an Alexander or of a Napoleon Bonaparte. But
if his ains were less ambitious, he at leasi rétained what he
had achicved. Frenchmen ean only see the dazzling rise ;
FEnglishmen regard it with a elearcr vésion, and sece behind it
the disgrace and fall.

During the late war many generals earned a just renown for
their special qualities; but Wellington surpassed them all.
A host of brilliant soldicers, from Junot to Soult, were pitied
against him in vaiu; and when af last their master came, it
was hut to suifer at one blow arepetition of those aceumulated
deleats which he had already endured in his subordinates.

Such are the great rivals between whom it will be the task
of future ages to decide. The passions and partialities which
now sway the minds of men, and pervert their understanding,
will not always prevail; and so we remit with perfect ¢onfi-
denee this great cause {o the ealm judgment of posterity.

In one respect its decision must be in favour of our country-
man, for there are few men of note that have enjoyed in
their private enpacity so pure and unstained a reputation.
Scandal has never breathed on the unsullied brightness of his
name ; and Aristides himself could not boast of more integrity
The Jabours of his youth and manhood were rewarded with
an age of peaceful enjoyment. No man was more liberally
repaid by his country—no mau ever deserved more !

212
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CHAPTER XVIIL

THE LYING IN 8TATE AT CHELSEA HOSPITAL,

TuEe preparations connceted with the lying in state at Chelsea Ifos-
pital were completed vn '.l‘lmrsd;'\_\‘. the 10th of November, 1852, and
her Majesty and the Prince Consort, accompanied by several of the
royal children, paid a visit to the Hall shortly after four o'cloth, to
testify their respect for the memory of the illustrious %ead,

Eutéring ou the north-side, the visitor passed through a spacious
corridor, constructed for the puipose, hung with black, and darkened
wto a lofty octagonal-shaped vestibule, dimly lighted by a chandelier
ornamented with plumes. The arrangements of this vestibule were
eveeuted in the simplest and most severe style, eseutcheons being
placed in the eentre of each side wall, and that inmnediately facing
the approach bearing a large and very effective trophy of thirt,
hanners, surmounted by the royal standard.  Beyond the simple
escntehicons on the walls, and the sable draperies descending from
the elevated lautern-shaped roof, there was nothing to suggest the
name of Wellington.  The Hall and the Chapel se entered by <hovt
flights of steps, which raise them above the level of the vestibule.
and add considerably to their archutectural effect. The chapel
windows were hung with black eurtains, which excluded the light of
day, and a few wax tapers in gigantit silver candelabra, placed along
the aisle, just dispelled the gloom sufficiently to show the eagles and
eastern bauners, and other proud relies of our great wars, projecting
from the walls. At the entrance stood a Grenadier Guardsmay, in
searlet umform.

The Hall iz one hundred and eighteen feet long by thirty-eight
broad, and forty-nine feet high, and was huug throughount with sable
drapery, formed above into a tent-like shape, the effect of which was
greatly heightened by white bands arranged disgonally, and breaking
the monotony of the perspective. On the side walls, gracefully
pendant folds were arranged at ix feet distances; and on the inter-
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THE LYING IN STATE, 213

vals were placed escutcheons of the Wellington family, enclosed
within elegant wreaths of lanrel in green and silver.  The raised
dais at the top of the Hall, on which the 1cmains of the deceased
hero reposed, was covered in the contre wigh a cloth of gold carpet,
the bier (lour fect bigh and nine feet long) heing formed of
black velvet, and surmohnted by the coffin, richly decorated with
gilding and orimson velvet. On the end of the bier was suspended
an overwhelming display of stars and erders, in number and im-
portance far surpassing anything of Che kind ever possessed by n
single individual, and among which the insiguia of #he Gaiter
occupied the proudest position.  The whole bier was surronnded by
a wmaquificent silver balustrade adorned with heraldie devires, from
which projected ten pedestals, eight of which bore, upon black
velvet cushions, the Marshal's batons and orders of the eight follow .
ing countries :—Great Britain, Ilanover, Austria, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Prussia, Russia, and Spain, The ninth and tenth pedestals
bore the Duke's standard and guiden, and attached to all were lion
supporters in gold more than two feet higly, bearing the, shiclds and
banners of the nations cvumerated. At the back of the bier was
her Majesty's ereutcheon, surrounded by the Wellington banneagols,
relicved upoun a cloth of gold hangig.  The gm?ous powp of the
dais was crowned with a magmficent and lofiy clinopy of great size
and novel construetion, which was raised to the ceiling of the Hal',
and was surmonnted by a shadowy plume of feathers set in a silver
sochet.  The hangings and curtaius of this eanopy were of (he most
sumptuous character, being formed of Llack velvet lined thioughout
wath silver, and enriched with a heavy cornice and fringes of the
same precious material, As you entered the Hall, four long rows of
colossal silver candelabra, distributed in double file, at regular
intervals, on either side, and extending to the foot of the dais, struck
the attention. They woare ffty-four in number, standing seven feet
high, and bhad wax candles in them seven feet long and three
inches thick. ) '

The rows of candelabra next the side walls being mounted on
pedestals, burned at an elevation of seventeen or eighteen teet fiom
the ground; and the light was (hus shed more evealy than would
otherwise have been the case dver the sombre decoratinn. of e
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interior.  On the dais, and around the catafalque, the splendour of
the arrangements rendered a great increase of Jight necessary; and
there accordingly we found twelve magnificent silver candelabra
placed, each holding five candles, 5o that within this eonfined space,
there were nearly as many tapers burning as in-the whole body of the
Hall. In addition to this, ten hollow columins were conmstructed,
composed of spears, surmonnted by feathers, and covered with laurcl
and escuteheons. These had each gas-jets concealed behind theun,
the rays of which were thrown by reflectors on the gold and silver
ortnaments, "the orders, the banners, and the rich hangings of the
catafulque. A low platform ran along the side walls of the Mall,
and upon this picked soldicrs of the Grenadier Guards stood like
statues, resting on their arms reversed. &round the catafalque, the
Yeomen of the Guard were stationed, and nine mourners, onc-half
military, the other from the Lord Chamberlain's department, wae
seated. The chair of the chicf mourner was placed at the head of
the coffin, and was concealed fromy view.  Colouel Thornton,
commanding the Grenader Guards, Lieut..Coloncl Lindsay, Major
Brownrigg, and Captain Ellison, all, of course, in full viniform, were
am®g those who officiated as mourners.

After the Roy#t visit had terminated, the pensioners ol the
Hospital were perinitted to see the Hall.  To them suecceded parties
of the Life Guards and Grepadiers. There were also a few private
parties adnitted, including ladies; and among the rest crept in a
little girl’s school, and the hoys of the Duke of York’s school,
attached to the Hospital.

THE PRIVATL VIEW.

Ou Friday, the doorswere opened at nine o’clock in the morning ;
and between that hour and fivexin the afternoon, 10,800 persons
passed through the Hall. The Lord Chamberlain, in providng for
a “ private view,”” over-estimated the capabilities of the Hall; and
the consequence was, an amount of inconveuience fo the public,
which had nearly resulted in aceident,  Moreover, the arrangements
at the Iospital woere so badly carried out, that between 4,000 and
5,000 peisons ware disappointed in gaining admission to the 1all
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THE FIRST PUBLIC DAY.

It is 10 De regretted that the first public day of the lying in-stafe
was attended with a lamentable loss of life, «and with"injury more or
less severe, to a nunber of persons, Unhappily, the' chief sufterers
were women. What would the ke, who personified the spirit of
order, have said to occurrenees of the kind-—and what will the
couutry at large think of them? After the experience of Nelson's
lying-in-state at’ Greenwich, after the repentcd wzu'mngs that hadt
been given by the press, and with the most abundaut eans of
kuowing the rush that would be made to (helsce, the publie had a
right 1o expecty that they would have been protected from the
distressing and disgeaceful events of Natmday.  They were ol
Lowever. The Police arrangements connected with the lying-in-
state, were condneted, from the commencement, under the personal
direction of Sir Richard Mayne, assisted by Captain Labalmondiere.

On Triday, 13,000 tickets of admission to the *“ private view " led
to such inconvenience and delwy, that nearl® one-third of*those who
presented themselves were wmable to gain admisgion.  Still there was
%o confusion; and wherever the blame lay, none could be fairly
imputed to the police duthorities, They had provided for “‘the
settmg down” and “taking up’' of visitors at separate point:, and
thongh they wight also have shown the necessity for enlarging ad
altenng the passage in front of the catafalque and the exit from the
hall, t0 as to facilitate the thoroughfare, it was not, perhaps, a point
on which they were eonsulted.

On Saturday, however, the state of matters nas very different.
LEverything indicated that an fmmense cunconrse of people would go
to vicw the Jying-in-state, and that there wonld be great crowding
and squeezing to gain admission. It was known that the eapabilities
of the Hall, however much increared, fell far short of what was
requisite for the nmmbers who sought to euter it, and, as a neeessary
consequence, preparations of the most complete and extensne
character ought to have been made to insure protection to hic aud
fiub, under circumstances of tie kind.  Not ouly did the oceasion
demand that the order and decormin of the sticets should be pre
served, but it was cbyious that thousands'of wowen aud chifdeen
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would be among the crowd, whose #afely, if anything wijit wrong,
watld bo wetonsly compromsed. Wit it, then, be tredsted that the
nrrihgements of the previous day, for carriage-company, were gon-
sldeted guite amificient for the safety of the mawses that only four
smgll Mfiders on the avemsn) dn fiout bf the Hospital twere con-
atreioted ; mnd Ehat the whele polioe fored on the spot; and available
for a grent smergowny dike this, was nat more than one hundred and
Aty wen, if o0 sineh? T usleritand iRty the grogmess of the
case, 1t 15 hecemimry fo tmier fmto sbmie detslls—wincl wo shall
endeavour 1o snake 3s dlapt as poaidle.  The Hall and Chapel of the
Hospital ocoupy Me morth Sageies #nll fommn the céntie of the hollow
square which fs men from the fiver. On the nqith front of this
{epnde, ruis the Wewseoad;, convelfing Quben’s-toad East with
Queen’s-zond Wiest, amil depond his osd 1 & squate piete of
unoceupiofd grownd, ten aores in extoht, ftetwarted Murth and south
by au avemue of trees, and sprromeded by brick walls o railing.
The Hospital fhus stends jn w jnust fvourable phsition for the
management of 2 wmpltrtwde; the Appraweh shrough the avenue
rcferred to bemg divently opposits thia, coveled way provided for
entcing, and gwing) with the #id of birridrs, the most ample
fuctltties for gettmg.sie prople qubetly, and without risk of 1njury
mte the b ldogy

Gverlooking all these fambiviny, s, indeed, avery other prommb.
ton that onght te have bie ddopted, the pofive winhortties who
underiook the arzangenients jwapovell sdmitting peofile 4t the cti-
rage-smtrance apd letting thon depart ot the dist énd, withont any
other precsubion ahmy s barrier wr two inibde, a0d four on the
paveniént without.  Wimt wwy the eonstquence® The tide of
peaple set in kg au Sunudntlen, snd Rrfork dhiyesmal) foree of men
at the Tloapisal kmaw wheet hoy wep bouf, the iutire approaches
wire blocked uge [hen evtansd wieles-of Soufidic whdl atruggles
for bazg Life, Seighydal shinek amlt exvhunibtiogn lf agouy, such ae
will ngy readily be forguém by uboskwib weid Prbneat, ‘Woraen
werolilipoked dgwn, or thwind yoeiy Y Adrldrdn werw MR woft 1o
giPtutibustion strang: il weth mtiy with fhé persplramon,
ghathst nding the eoldwis of the % entitr, Salifil 1 Yreat diops
foli thair faden ) wpd fuiheis and rothors stedée m vain fb recover
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their relatives, torn frém tbem in the crowd. The wniultitude
astually smoked like a heatéd haystack, from the pressute and stram
npon individualy, It was necessasy (iHe precaution to sébure order
having biben negleeted at the outset) that wteps should be taken to
restore it, that the carriage-way in front of the Hospital shonld be
dlogred, the people confinpd td the caustway, emd o xirfficient force
obtained to form barriers. Most foatuiiately, Superirentent Pearce,
who had the charge of the palive arspéigeiosats at the Exhbition,
came on duty in the momning, ewd, by kis exertions, 5 far greater
sacrifice of life tham what actually took plage, wis, in all probabihty,
prevented. Ile sent at gnee for more men, and with the aid of the
military, bad barriers comstructed st the points where they were
required. Bo ntgent, however, was the need of thein, that cabs bad
to be used for the purpose. OF ooyrse, When &1 the miscluef had
been done, the effonts reguiréd to clesr the steects, andd restore order,
were attendpdl with the greatemt difienlty, and thongh abeolucely
1equisite, sggravated, for 4 time, the conflasion and the rish of acci-
dent. We saw the pelice nae their batone very freely, in order to
make the crond give way; dut all this dechrred in the necessary
wdischarge of their duties. &t it said thas auch great erowds were not
eapected on the fliet day, and that it was thought people would keep
away from feaz. Such sy exeuse, however, is abswd. We hac
spoben only of the foot-passeugers, but there were lang'iines of
cabs and oapriogas Sllod with visiors that never got near the Hospital
at all, and theqstids npop thowapnds of people, whe, seeing the
state of matteys, turnad back et onpe, By all the thorotghfares
from Chelsgs, gven s far 4 the Mall in 8t, Janes's-park, this back-
tide of disappointed padestiiane might, thspughout the day, have
been semn returning, 48 ws nekrly three o'cock in the aftérnoon
before grder was resestablishedl, and the safoly ¢f the public ade-
quately prevideddor. Adter ilos tima, the cironlation of the streets
was restared, aml ipattery went mwioothly envegh, Probably, the
glary which bed beey exotted \ly the neww of pioplo having been
ergshed b death, andl which syeend like wildfire in every diréction,
waguified of eorrse as it menty helped do Hsperse the crawd.
What adde to the panful effect of Saturday’s ocenrrences, 1s the
reapectabl® tnpearance of the wnltitudg thus Teft without any pro.
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tective atrangoments fr'thelr safoly. Thevo wan irdly & fastinn
jhcket o7 » tatheed dress to be sevn mhm:h wnd, fo the most
part, fheyhed eapks in moening to stinde ghelt reapoet for the
oénd&. Fo sew tham, therefam, it u Qidy did, ond, s hear the
shrisks of fhe woman cipefiflly, whs Aot dishreesing, Bg grea:

“was fhus peeantire (hid sodbe hud thisir dlotben et vewipletly torn
off their hacks, and ons Womasr, wed fen haghy 0 avail herself of
the sheltar of a goutleman'y groat cont; othere wought refage
ook, while a fow uppexred in the Hall af Denth with arumpled hone

.nets and torn dresses, their Neir all Ywhgibg looss over Greir
thoulders, and their foves #ill Hiled with the excltement through
which, they had passad, but with the tensily of pusose poduliar (0.
the wex, determined tp eee all (hat waé to bo seep since they had
endured so mach, and some 40 far to da so, The bodies of the two
women who wete squedked to.Adath, were semoned to St Luke's
Hospitel, where they haye whtive’ beon identifiod as thai of Mrs.
Bean, aged 50, the wili of 4 livery-atsdble kemper, of Cumberland.
ruews, Regentiexpapk 1 the pther it of » Gementio iu {he kervice of
Mr. Bethel, Q.C.; wamed Charkotte Covk. Duside the Hall, through.
ont the day, the mpost wenlaet order Mb@ devorum proveiled, and, in
cofisequence of the ehanges in the Rodring opposite the gatafslque,
made on Fiiday night, 46,884 pevsotts wepe enubled o prss throngh
between pine agd five oY J

Tag vuseRsn qr e HURE or wrLEmeToR.
[From the Times 3

Ow the 196k of Notember; 1852, the moeta) remuns pf Arthuy,
Doke of Well witde funpeysd T the Hoise-Guords t tho
Cathedral of 8¢, Aud therd by e side of Neln, A,
million sud u il of peoyle hebeld lpd participated In the eels.
mienig, which wod' quntoned by tho thiiet ddl Joagudt agsas of, the
Do pimap o & ‘pddic fimeral, the milbiry pigeass Iy the
strll) the gheviom Mﬂﬂmz of the tomd g:dmh hae
byl nshgriel etk the over ing wandpy of the s ce
diider which, o redts o- thosd sxé the untwatd .marule s of
‘u’ pect which the narte of & wighty ohigf netnrally clagped from
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his countrymen, and which seuld hardly, i suih a cade, Have bput
dispenced with,  What, hhwever, shikes the differehce between the
obsequiey of the Duke of Weflingtad snd of any dther great mun ?
It ie thin : fhats long 1ife, SHed with thesholt dbtinghushed serviees,
mads him'so well-known, 5o foronghly sppricisted, and 86 heartsl
admiged By &F ¢laghes of Mnglalivneh, tat ¥is death hhe affected
eversbody ltke & pereomal oodeern.  Gried, of (tves, i the usual
sense of the term, was out of the questigny for tesrs snd limenta,
tious gan be drspensed with, whare the otinary measnre.of qur days
had been so grestly surpassed, but sentiments sublumer far thau
sotrow are awshened by sucht spectacies as that of pasterday.
Through the éoundless thomsands then gathered slong the stredts of
Loadon, rin the stroug eurrents of feeling and of thought, wiuch
go to form the spirit of a nation, Mork or less clear]y tealised by
all, each after his own ULent &f mind thowght of kis country, dnd
of him who, in the hour of perfl, was herstrong defence sud tower
of strength. His military genius and lfs civll services, dignified
by patriotism, were the recollections swellink in thewr hedrts and
therefore they tendered to his nemiory the willing homage of then
r&orenes and gratitude. The pageant of the fuivernl sfforded the
fucalitres Jor domg so by 8 publie manifestation ; and we have now
to deseribe, aa bost we muny, how n free people celebrate the obsequics
of a man lihe Wellington, The spectacle wae such as none of us can
aver hope, or indeed wish, to see tho like of again, for terible indecd
muyst be the condition of Yurope §ré v second Wellngton shall i
needed to terminate its strife, When the independence of Lngland
and of the warld was assailed, Providence sent us 2 champion® and,
as the mynrads of his countrynmn yesterdsy watched with the
deepest interest the trasit of tos body to the tomb, many » hemtfclt
prayer mwet hive been utteved {K4t, should days #f darknegs agmn
coune, and this 1and of freedom Be ahoe more threatened, God may
grant us guother Wellestey 1o 1oad our armics and win om battlcs
Béfore ddybreak, in scogrilinpe with the arrangements of the
prograizng, and with the temba of the general orders imwued, the
ti90ps appointed to take puxt fu the funersl began to muister 1n 8t
Jnmes's-prk, in theﬁﬁrand on the Pm'hde-q:somid belund the
Uorse-Guaids, The coithes also, which weie to Jom m the pro.
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cession, were dssédited there, #wd within a spacious tent workmcen
of ull Lindf, §% had tolfell"thoedshntly the whodd night throngh,
wert sl fd 1o compléting Ve Soebittiven of the funoral
oafy M ¥ helbvily, the wind M&‘ Khdst YAk dholsteire, Mic
3 W-Mhm w0l Vhe 'wriets Wmmmvoml
UE ' night of henry vata. T¢ was tn ocld aibd’oligetiess n
“simplof s could be willl coweeivid, wsd atve"dowld wot help inwardly
pityidg ‘the thousands of aystidus null étthed spectators who were
standmg it out, Naving cerer béon o Sad  As Beylipht vame, a
Jtidky mass of atmedl nieh, keont dis the 168 Sde of Mo parade Tacing
towsirds the Hotse fhuards, beemthe Guttingeishatle ay the Rufles,
their wohwbre whilitme harwsoufaing Wwith the socasion ; e first
balfaliop {s af Presehit on soryiité =t the Oape, and on the Ind
battalidn, therefore, devolved the dhai of rrpresenting the corps at
the Driké's'funeral Losking to the right, the eye rented sest, through
{he gray motng, on the, iak batsalion of Royal Marines and the
33rd Regiment; drivw 4p in columa diroelly opposite the Horge.
Ganeds.* To dhe 1igs of thess were tlib. Feniller, Coldstrgam, and
Gremniies Guatds; the Fhoky forte forgnng sy mupdsisig strdy to
Britivh epes, fiobgh aviall in compiiison wWith Céntmental ranvicr
At the east end of the Mall might be sbastved the head of the
Casalry forke, domprisiog eight sipuadrons frow the swost distin-
guished regimdtits in the wervide, There weve the 17 Lanoers, the
13h Light Diagobie; the Sih Hvivsees, the Scots Greeps, the 6th
Pragodn Giaxds, the Bives, and the $5t dwd 20d Life-Goards, and
gallant and splondid' they Wbled by & sldber xurvey, as, deawn up
with militery predisian, they awiitoll th8 signal do stmet,  Et was, of
course; inipiails mdope frond & Moksetep, oo tike du &% ape vigw a1
the troops upoh the groumt sisk wandig of the Borsee@uards, The
Infimtry Yornysll ¢he widst atiiliny febttre-.of Yhb wpadtaste—therr
stininrds coverell vtk arapd dbwopiby Heavlly, ad swased about
ty by 1he Hemsers, whils the mwnmig lght gHnunered
‘irpon thrd soiReik sewe BF oonuls,' As fie moring advanced
nf mudbze of ol seps-ghitiseid moar the gateway of the Hoise
rds, Sing butent 6% having & Gpud tal &f the fundinl osr, which
Vvas a gredt obfootafl dityietitn, wiilio others {suged orders or made
;:qg% f Féfertioe i theptocession.  Lopd Hardinge appearcd
A
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at half past seyen o'clock, aud huy prepetios zmﬂ,y acoaleiated the
prepargtions,  The goffin was xemnayed from the thamber 1 wiuch
1t had rested during the night, and by the, sid of machinery was
raized to 143 poRfen onmhftymmw»{the oar. At mght o'glock
the bangings of the fent which it Aam the view weye
suddenly firglad np.  The first uxjputo-gun wia Bred, the troops pre-
sented arms sid sgluted the body, upan whish the roll of the :huﬂlgd
drum followed Uy the wpusic of the * Dead l{«m:h i Sesl,
announced that ¢he provession had porumenced. Ths was o tainly
one of the mast impressive pad strikuyg features m the ceremanial,
and the effoct of it will long b remembgred by the muititudes whe,
frem avery window) platiorm, keloguy, and housetop overloolmg the
Tark, had n v1ew af the spectacle,

ORDER OF PROLLSLION,

Tup plan on which the order of procession s arrauged, is wortby
of eume notice, the wore «0 as it wndicates & prawewopthy desire on
tae part of the Herald's College, to follow in these matters the
spirtt of the age, to whioh heialdry, Like aver) thing else, wpust sooner
o1 later conform. To stanp the funeia] with a mihatary charactor,
the troops led the way, the reguments of which the Duke was colonel
having precedence. Al branches of the servicg-rinfawtry, cavajry,
and artillery~were repressuted, to shew the full scepe of the
Comgnander-m-Chiels office, aml of a Freld Marahal’s digmty, The
velpran charaster of the decwsned-—his expernence in war, und the
length of daya with which he hed been hlessed, notwithstundang its
rishs, ave the mext pownts illustrated ; and, to reahse theie to the
mind, the ¢ightydlires Chelses penmoners, the enrolled- pensioners,
and the coips, viade wp of single saldiers from every regiment n the
servive, took pert ju the prosession, The East Tudia Company’s
amy was also repravanted, 4gabow the wigepess of the aphere to
whick the Duke's seryicen had gxtended, and $p vecall the memory
of those fatnong easters, felds ou whioh be wen bk englieat laupels,
Tiom the reminiacenees of dis sulitary saveer, the symbolieal
significancs of the Alfiral progistmang tuma to Jess obttusive, but
hardly Jess sntereeting pornta. # From his relationswith hus domentien
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to those grising’ out of public appointmonts, and connesting him
wrth publie bedids, the order of precedence rises, until at last the
- trpin that bears him to.the tomb;is swelled by the grestest names in
ﬁta Stmz;, the Queen alone excepted, This was the'lenat telling part
of the procession a8 a spactscle, theugh the most remarkable as a
tuhute to the greatness of the man. The mourning coaches
yrepared for the occasion, ond the carriages of our great nobles
.and men of highest mark and ponsequence, are certainly objects
worth looking at, but they do not strike the cye like a brilliant line
of cavalry; and even the ponderous vehicle which bears the burden
of civic wmajesty had its gilded glories eelipsed by the superior
attractions of the military pageant, The long list of deputations
and delegates belonging to our greatest corporate bodies, or
representing the different orders of honmour and merit, and the
roll of Ministers and great officers of State, culminate in the name
of his Royal Highness Prince Albert, and to him, n the programme,
- supceed the bdtons and poronet won by the deseased—the rewards and
_emblems of bis military genius. Here, ton, cume the foreign
princes and warriors appointed by their respective Governments wo
represgent. them on the occasion : and thus his caveer, his estimation
aipong his counirymen, and his diguities, hevalding the way, Lis
body is borne to the tomh by eight general officers—his most
distinguished companions in arms—officiating as pallbearcrs. The
Chief Mourner and relatives and fricnds of the deceased follow, then
his horse; and, finaliy, the order of the procession (reverting to tie
military :dea), closed up with a detachment from every regimént in
the service, under the command of General Wetherall.

Having explained the spirit in which the solemuity was arranged,
‘we now proceed to give some accomnt of the maimer iy which it was
oprried out. As cach regiment or budy of troops Gled off in the
;mpv jated order, its hand Jed the way,” playing the # Desd March,”

r appropriate pieces, pcoompanied at iutervale by the roll of
the{@pﬁﬂlﬁd driuns.  The men, of conrse, carried their arms reversed,
}hch, gombived with the mournful wmusio and the slow funeral pace
at whichthey marched, had o singularly imposing effect: To the troops,
"the mourning cosches and carrisges, properly &mhnﬂed succeeded ;
and the length of the proogssion may be imagined, when we state that
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though the Rifies led the way at sight o'cloek, it wea twenty-five
wninutes past ning before the car started, and half an hour later before
the extreme rear was in motion. Let the reader whouid not witness the
spectacle endeavour to picture.in imngination the stately pomp of the
military pngemt passing 4o Jeng column along the spacious avenne of
the Mall, and then winding-up Constitution-hill, while thousanda
upon thousands of spectstors, In respectful silence, witnessed its
progress, -Let him fancy the departure of carriages and mourning
coaches, broken at intervals by Marshalmen, Messenders of the
College of Arms, Trumpeters, Pursuivants, and Heraldie Standard-
Dearers. The strnms of music, martial, yet solemn in its character,
rise, die away, and ave taken up again at intervals, and st length the
moment has arrived for the funeral car to move forward, "As it
sormed by far the most magnificent and intercsting featare of the
procession, some account of its general design and most prominent
detaus will not be out of place, The whole lower part is of bronze,,
supported on six wheels, and eluborated with an amount of skill and
artistic feeling which deserves unqualificd praisc.  Above this
smetallic frame-work nees a rich pediment of gilding, in the panels
of wineh the followmg list of victories ia inscribed :~~Ahmeduuggur,
Assaye, Argaum, Gavilghu., Roleis, Vimiera, Douro and Oporto,
Talavera, Dusaco, Torres Vedras, Fuentes &’Onor, Ciudad Rodrigo,
Badajos, S8alamanca, Vittoria, Pampeluna, Pyrenees, St. Sebastian,
Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Toulouse, Quatre Bras, Waterloo. On the
sides of this peditnent were airanged lofty trophies of avms, including
spears, muskets, bayonets, swords, and flags, and surmounted by the
ducals coronets and bitons, A similar trophy stood in {ront, rising
behind the arms of the deccased, cast in bronze, and surmounted by
his lie nldic badges and hovours, including the tabard, magnificently
wronght dnd <ipbroidesed. Over the bier and its bearers, the gilded
handles of which protruded from beneath, was wrranged the sumptuous
velvet pall, powdered with silver embroidery, bordered with laurels in
silver, and showing the jegend round it, * Blessed are the dead that
die in the Lord,” and terminated by a magnificent fringe of silver,
two feet deep. The coffin, with the Duke’s hat and sword resting en
it, surmounted the biér, and from four great halberts, rising at each
coruer, was suspended n magnificent eanopy, with pendent cords and
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tane.iu al‘ llw tichest aud wmost costly deacnguou. Te thi¢ gigantic
w:}\w‘lwmemy.wen "feet lopg, ten feet broad, ‘seventeen feet high,
and’ wexg*hmg fronx ten to eleven tois, twelve of the largest and finest’

" blagk Jmm that could be procured were lmmessed three al.-renst.
Tkegmm ompletely covered with velvet hauamgs, Iumng the armn
of! ;he deceased splendidly embroidered on then, and with Reads sur-
mounted by nodding plumes, they looked quite glephantine, Such
was,_ the funeral car as it foll mto the line of procession, surrounded
by a swarnf of undertakers' men, and having on each side five colonels
on horsebnck bearing the bannerols of the Wellesley fumily, ~ On
its way towards the cast-end of the Mall many wembars of Parlia-
memt and peers, who had assembled at that peint, uncovered as it”
passed. When it had arrived upposite the Duke of York's colums,
the road being in a soft and fmperfect state, the wheels on ouc side
became imbedded in miud, and it was found requisite o eall in the
assistance of a large body of police before they conld be extricated.
Dii consequence of this little accident feurs were entertained that the
progress of the pauderous vehicle might at otlier points be seriously
mtemlpted Such, however, was fortunately not the ease, and,
though stoppages constautly took place, they were nll caused by the
rapid pace of the horses us compared with the progress of the rest of
the procession.

‘We now proceed to give some iden, not of the pageant itself—for
ity length precluded the possibility of ‘seeing more than detached
portions of it at a time,~but rather of the public reception which it
experienced on its way, and of the yuexampled spectacle which the
streets of this metropolis exhibited throughout the day. Words are,
we feel, completely powerless to convey anything like a just idea of
a demonstration £0 marvellous.  Qu no occasion in modern times lins
such a concourse of people been gathered tog«ther, qaﬂ, Znever pro-

My hias the sublinity which is expressed by the pi’emnce of the
masses heen 3o transcendently displuyed. The Progress, too, of the
procession xmpn-tcd foit, in this resgect, an almest dmmaue mmy
and-completehess ; for, from te regions of pahaes and grent mansions,
and from the ‘asseipblages of the wealthy, the titled, and the great,
lt passed,—first, among great g.nthetmgs of the middle-classes, then.
through thorough{arcshswammw with myrinds of the people, aud,
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finally, closed its course at the lofty thresheld of the metropulmm
cathedral, the centre of London,— Rnow cng;\ged by a ney tie m ﬁlz_“'“
affections of  the couptry by lmmg depomted \mdcr its douw the ",
ashes of England's greatest son, e

The first remarkable assemblage of spectators that receued ﬁm
procession on its course, after leaving the area of the Parade, was
collected on the long terraced-balconies of Carlton<gardens, and on N
the wide steps ascending to the Duke of York’s column. At the
latter point an immense concourse had gathered, amounting to many
thousands. Few had availed themselves of the space within the
railings of the Park on either side of the Mall; but in the grounds
behind  Marlborengh-house many spectators had taken up their
position, and a gallery had been crected in tlle gmdens of Stafford-
house, which was oceupied by the Sutherland family and a large
cirele of fricnds, When the car arrived in front of Buckingham-
palace it Jialted for a short time, giving Her \Inj'cst.g and the royal
family, who werc in the balcony above the main entrance, a good
opportunity of secing it. The windows and parapets of the grnnd
fagade were all occupied, but the view into the cowtyard was left
open ; and this perspective of the royal edifice rendcred it one of the
most pictaresque and eflective coups d'ewil in the progress of the
processton.  Passing up Constitution-hill, as the car approached
Grosvenor-gate, the numbers assembled within the Pmk greatly
increased, and nearly all the trees were filled with spectators, At
the gate itself a halt was made, and the eye naturally turned, in the
fiest place, towards Apsley-honse, which was completely closed; and
had a strange, tenantless, deserted look in the midst of the vast
multitudes assembled all around it. The top of Grosvenor-place was
filled, as fur ag'a sight of the procession could be obtained, with a
vast sca of ’humnn faces, upturned and zmx:ously gazing at the
pageant wiﬁdx ‘swept alomg.  Fvery window was filled, the liousetops
also swarmied mth people, and the portico and roof of St. George's-
hospital, c<pecw1ly, were crowned with human beings, Another
striking point of view was formed by the arches leading into Hyde-
park, the architecture of wlich acquived a new expression from the
manner in which the people had grouped themselves within, above,
and aroynd it, Like Apsley-house, Baron Rothschild's mangion
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,nml that of 'sté Burdett boutts \\’ele Lopt sl.mtly closed s but at
"all the othor grest houses along flie west-¢nd of Ficoadilly, the
windows and balconies weie completely occupied by the fumilics who
»mhabxt t}mn, aud their Iricnds; while the pavoment on ecither side
‘of the way was filled to the kerbstone with pevple.  The long sercen
in front of Devonshire-honse was fitted-up with spacious galleries,
which were all crowded. The Coventry-club appeared for the duy

" to be in possession of the ladies, who occupied its handsomely~

, draperied baleonjes,

And now, as the procession upproached the lead of 8t. James's-
street, and passed across the entrance of strects diverging on both
hands from the route which it was tuking, a new fe. ture of the most
remarkable kind began to develope itself. The cntrances of those
side streets were completely built up with lmng masses of men and
women, forming, to all nppearance, a mound or yampart of heads,
which were all duly and respeetfully uncovered as the stately funerat
car swept by.  The windows too, as far as the cye conld reach, had
“pople thrust from théin, eqgerly gazing, and the housgtops, of
course, had their adventurous crowds of oceupants. Tt alinost sesmed
as if the whole world had assembled to witness the ceremoiial, for
the people were everywhere—built imto the walls, swarming in the
streets, and clustered like hives on every projection and parapet.
When St. James’s-gtreet was reachied, the double view, first eastwards
along Piceadilly, and then down towards the Palace, was siugularly
inpressive, There must have been 30,000 people within range of
sight*at this point, and the orderly and respectful behaviour of even
the humblest among them, crowded and hemmed in as they weve,
cannot be too highly praised. The cotire breadth of Piecudilly was
closed in with an embamkmem of men and wonen, nymbers of
wagons, carts, coac and omnibuses having heen Meﬂ in the
roadway to give theifSccupants a more ‘commanding v’mu The line
of procession now led ‘along the region of clubs, the, fmts of which
were, for the most part, fitted np with balconics dmped l,n black, and
there, or within the shelter of wide plate-glass windows, sat immensc
numbers of ladies, provided with places by the courtesy and gallantry
of the members. Crockford’s afl the Conservative Club were the
two buildiiigs which seemed to hold the greatest number of people,
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and which made the greatest show in thiis portion’ of the line of pro-
cession. The car lad reached the foot of Bt. James's-street about
half-past ten, having occupied an hour qu its way there from the
Iorse-Guards. It, therefore, became evident that it wonld arrive at
the Cathedral in cxcellent time. At St James's Palace her Mujesty
and the Royal Family had a second view of the procession, oceupy-
ing for that purpose apartments closc to the iain entrance, The great
Clubs along Pall-msll overflowed with ®isitors ; and their handsomne
architectural proportions never looked more striking or beawtiful than
when thus animated and relieved by such vast assemblages of well-
dressed people.  The Oxford and Cambridge Club, the Army and
Navy, the Carltdn, the Reform, the Travellers’, and the Athcnauns,
all swarmed with ocoupants, their baleonies being hnug with black,
aud hosts of ladies appearing in the hest seats, Perhaps, along the
whole route there was no single street which presented more oljects
of attraetion, and greater facilities for ohservation to foot-passengers
th "]‘nll-mdl], and yet, oddly enough, its pavements wene less en-
¢ red thin anywhere else, and the people who were on them
d d along without interruption, At Waterloo-place, however, a
very different aspect in this respect wos presented; and the view up
Regent -treet, along towards Cockspur-street, and on the right-hand
4ide, in the duection of the Duke of York’s column, was really
{ tounding.  Iu addition, however, to the number of people within
one's glance at this pint, there was something particularly tonching
“in the muster of old oflicers at the Senior United, many of whom
logked with unusual earnestnessat the great Car, as with its illustrious
burden, to the roll of drums and the Gtful strains of marshal music,
it rolled upon its way. The Ilaymarket and Trafalgar-squate were,
Jike Watcrloo-place, great eentres of attraction. At the latter point
there could not have been much less than 40,000 people nssembled ;
and the National Gullery, the roof of which was covered with
spectators, botrowed from the scene a grace and animation which it
never kuew before. At Charing-croas, as along the entire ronte,
uothing could be more remarkable than the decorous and orderly
couduet of the multitude, who preserved an imposing and expressive
silence as the car went by, The humblest tan bared his herd in the
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same reverentinl manner as his betters, and the only cry that was
heard was, now and then, * OfF hats! " R

Along the Stzand, and the strects adjoiping it, the multitndes
thickened, both on the pasement and in the houses, and appeared, if
possible, to grow denser. The first purt of the propession was
remarhable fiom the well-filled balconies of private mansions, and
asxerblages of a well-dressed commonality. ‘To that succeeded the
display of the Clabs. From Charing-cress a new phase in the cha-
racter of the (unera) pageant and its reception beoame apparent, The
demonstrations of respect became parochial, and the chiurches formed
the great centies for speetators.  St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, St
Mary-le-Strand, 8¢t. Clement Danes, and St. Dunstan’d, were honoured
with large: congregations than had probably cver visited themn before.
Thousands of people filled the spacious balconies that surrounded
thew, and we trust that the funds whiel the parish authontics have
bsen enabled to realize may be large enough to be substantially uwe ful
to the charities to which fhey are to be applied.  All the ci0ss stieets
leading out of the Strand presented, in a etill mote strihing magne1,
the appearnuces which we have described at carher points of “the
route. The shop-windows had heen turned to account m a most
marvellous way, and inclosed numbers of fuil-grown people, com-
pressing themselves for the oeension into the dimensions of charity-
school childien, and louking petfectly placid and resigned under
circumstances that would be ordinaily regarded as amouning
to the peine forte et dure. 1Tt is rather & singular fact, that the only
attempt at a motto or inscription 1o the memory of the Dule was
that suspended over the entrance to Exeter-hall-—‘ Non sibi sed
patrie 1t was probably felt that things of the kind in fhis country,
where they are litle understood, are best avoided, and thut the
obsequies of a great man were best celebrated by a great public
Bemonstration of silent regpect. At Temple-bar the askard opera-
tion of lowering the halberis and canopy of the Car was performed
with less dufficulty than hind been antiespated ; and fromi that poist to
the Cathedral all that we have sald of the crowds sssembled at eaher
pomts in the route may he repeated and enlarged as much as possible
without heng overstrained.  Some points were eapebially iutere ting,



ORDER OF PROCLSBION, 258

and deserve to be noticed in this imperfect narrative. The first is
the decorations of Tcuaple-bar itself, which, ghatcver may be thought
of the taste which chazactepised thiem, undSubtedly showed the
respect which the City entertaing for the memory of the Great Duke.
The second point is the propricty, which this occasion demonstrates,
for 1emoving the Bar ultogether. So dangerous was it considered to
the public safcty, that the foot-prvements ou the west side of it were
kept clear, as a precautionary measure, by the police; and, except the
Countess of Jersey’s party, who ocenpied the room above the arch,
there seemed no dispostion on the part of any one to dpprbnch it too
nearly.  Another matter, which the procession bronght prominently
to view, was the propriety of rcmoving the much-abused, but most
tenacious, railing arownd St. Paul's, Vo admit the car it wans found
requisite to cut away a large portion of this railing, aud if thote who
complain of it pennit it to be agam erccted, the fault is thewr own.
The City police, having thir portion of the route guarded by « double
line of military and bariiers, had, from the excellent arrangement of
their Commissioner, few difficulties to contgud against. 1 he duties of
the metropolitan force were of a much more arduous and extensive
character, but were discharged, nevertheless, in a manner wiuch
cxeited geseral and ungualified approbation, At two or three of the
most crowded points, where the pressure was likely to be greatest, the
assistince of the military was obtained, but only to preveut the
postibility of mischief, and not from any actual want of help. The
men kept the line of procession clear thronghowt without any incou-
vemence ; and it is dae to the ﬁhlic to say, that they never wete
lwtier behaved ar less disposed ¥ ublesame.

The Car arrived at the entran ithe Cathedral about ten minutes
after twelve, and preparations f§he vemoval of the coffin were
immediately made; but semething’ was wreng, or went wrong, and
the conscquence was 2 delay of nearly an hour and a half hefore the
funeral procession down the nave could be formed. In the intereal,
and while the undertakers' men nsed evely excition to fucilitate the
unloading of the Car, the entranee to the Cathiedral presented a
singular aud not unhimeresting spectacle.  There were old generals
and field-officers, the illustrious companions in arms of the Duke,
enduring as best they could the force of t&- ‘s;::)re»hing November

v 4
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wind, which hlew keeuly through the open doarway of the sacred
edifice. The distinguighed foreigness withdrew before it several
tines, and the clergy, who, in donble lindp extending nlong the nave,
waited for the service o begin, vaiuly Mtergd their faces in ther
rabes. Garter and his colleagues stood it out bravely, and, afta
many eflorts, at length succeeded in marshalling the procession. It
was a fine and an impoging sight to see the muster of old veterans at
the entrance during this detention——S8ir William Napicr sitting on
a kettle-drum—8ir Charles moving abont with the activity of a
much yorhger man—Lord Hardinge also vigorous, and full of life;
hut, most wonderful of «ll, the Marquie of Anglescy, with bald,
uncovered head, apparently unconscious of the fact that age stands
eaposure to cold less successfully “than youth. The display of
orders, stars, and ribands here wus quits overpowering. It was with
regret that we observed the mnecemly appearance of tne entrance to
the Cathedral, with portions of the timbei-work wuremoved, and the
roughest muiks of the carpenter painfully vigible at its thicshold.
In ail othet vespects thg ~zremonial was most fittingly and solemnly
conducted, and the greatest orodit is due to Messts, Banting, whose
energy alone, amnid divided counsels and confhetivg authorities,
eacried the arrangements through, As far 4s they were coneerned
potling could be better managed.. The great distinguishing featae
of yesterday's ceremonial remains, however, The funeral pemp,
«plendid as jt was, is nothing, but the million and a half of wmourners
will be remembered as a historic faet—a shining proof that we have
not forgotten to value patrictisin, and that the metnory of him who
on so many felds defended the Jiberties of his couwutry is embaimfM
i the hearts of her peopla
The following'is the official ;m&mxmw of the procession :
InranTRY,—Six Baitalions,
Baugd of the 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade.
{ 208 Battalion Bife Brigade,
Band of the 1t Battation Reyal Marines—
Chathaw Division.  ~ 'V

1t Battalion Royal Magines,
TNand of Iler Mujesty's 83rd Regiment.
Hei Majesty’s 331d Regiinent.

Mswr-;ae»ernl Fane. j
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Band of the Scots Fusileer and Coldstream Guards,
Battlion Fusileer Guazds,
Major-General Shaw, Bw Coldstream Ghuards.
RN & 17 ,’ﬁnihdwn Grenadier Guards,
" Band of the Royal Artillery.
AntinLEny.—~Nine Guns of the Field Batteries.
Pand of Her Majesty’s 17th Lancers.

Cavitry.—Five Sguadrons, viz.,

- 1 Y7th Lancers. o

Bund of Her Majesty’'s 13th Light

Dragoons.
13th Light Dragoons.

Major-Gen, Tuckson, 4 Band of Ter Mujesty’s Sth Hussars,

8ih Hussars.

Baad of Her Majesty's Scots Grays.

Scats Grays.

\ 8th Dragoon Guards,

Light Guns of the Horse artdlery.
The 17 Picces commanded by Colonel Whinyates, €', B.
Baud of the lst Life Guards.
. T Roysl Regiment of Horee Guards {Bloes).
Mﬂ"f['__&ii"?i:]i fu 2ad Life Guards.
1st Life Guards.

Tue troops moving ia the procession, and also those en duty in
assisting the civil authorities to preserve order and prevent accidents,
wern commianded by

Major- General HR.H. the Duke of Cambridge,, K.G.

The Infantry, drawn up in columns in front of the Horse Guards,
presented arms and revorsed arms, and having sajuted the Body,
moved off the Parade at cight o'cloek, followed by

Marshahuen on Foot.
Messenger of the College of.Arms on Foot.
o Eight Condnctoss with Staves on Foo:,
Lhehe& Pensiouers. in number eighty-three, on Foot.
‘ (Wiw fell in at Charmg-rmss.)
“Twelve Enrolled Pensioners ou Foot,
One Soldier. frony every Regiment in Her Majesty's service
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Three Soldiers of Artillery, and Three Soldiers of Infantry of the
East India Cotppany’s Army, fepresenting the Artillery and
Infuntry of the Three Presidencies.

Thirteen d'rampets ufﬂ Kettle Drums.

Two Pursivents of Arus in a Mournitig Coach.
THE STANDARD OR PENNON,
Curried by a Lieutenaut-Colonel, supported by two
Captains in the Army on Hor.eback.

Servants of the Deteased in a Mourning Coach.
Lieuténant aud Deputy-Lieutenunt of the Tuwer, in a Carriage.
DEPUTATIONS FROM PUBLIC BODIES IN
CARRIAGES.

Merchant Tailors' Company, in one Carriage,

East India Company, in one Ciriiage.

Corporation of the Trinity-house, in aone Carriage.

Barous and Officers of the Cinque Ports, in one Carriage,

With the
Lientenant and Deputy,Lieutenant of Dover Castle, in one Carrisge.
Captains of Denal, Walmer, Sundgate, and Sandown

Castles, in one Carriage. .
Board of Ordnance aud Ordnance Departinent, in oue Carriage.
Delegation from the University of Oxford, in two Carringes.
Deputation from the Common Council of the City of London, in
Three Carriages.
[Who fell in here after the preceding part of the procession had
passed through Temple-bur. ]
" “‘fwo Pursnivants of Arms.
Bangd of Her Majesty's 6th Dragoon Guards,
THE GUIDOXN, )
Carried by a Bientenant-Colonel, sapported by twa Captains in the
Army on Horseback.
Controller of the late Duke’s Houschold, in a Mourning Coach,
Physicians to the Deceased, v a Mouruulg Co;wh.
Chaplain of the Tower,
Chguin of the Forces in the

. %&ig‘dm District, Ina ﬁouming Couch.

L haplain-G Senetal of the Forcpes,
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High Sheriff of the County of Southanipton.
Sheriffs of London, in Two Carriages.
Aldernen and Recorder of London; a Deputation consisting of
Four Carriages, . ’
[ Who fell in here after the procession had passed throug’s
Temple Bar),
Military Secretary.
Conpanions of the Order of the Bath, represented by Four, in One
Carriage, viz.—x
General Sir Loftus Otway. .
Vices Adonral the Hon. Joseeline Perey.
L itonant-General William Sandwith.
. Sir Joshua Rowe,
Keozhts Communders of the Order of the Bath, reprezento?”
by Four, m One Carriage, viz.—
Lient mant-Gencrad Earl Catheart.
Admiral Sir John West,
foentenant-General Sir Hopetoun S.lm‘mnl Scott. .
Sir S, George Bonham,
honehits Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath, representad by
Four, in One Cuniage, viz,—

Lientenant- General Right Hon, Sir Edward Blalenos,
Admiral of the Fleet, Sir George Covlbm.
LicutenauteGeneral Sir George Pollodk.
iscount Palmerston,

Bemg onc of carh Class from “the Aray, one from the Ny, one

trom the East India Company’s Service, and one
from the Civil Kenvice.
Herdds in a Mourning Coach.

Land of Hev Majesty’s 2nd Life Guards.
BANNER OF WELLESLEY.
Carried by a Lientinaut-Colonel, supported by two Captains in
the Army, ou horseback.

The Lords Justices of Appeal.

The Luoid Chief Baron ot the Lixchequer
Tho Lord Cluet’ Justice of the Comnon Pleas,
The Master of the Rolls,
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The Lord Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench.
‘The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.
‘he Chancellor of the Exchequer.
The Paymaster-General of the Forces.
The Right Hon. the Secretary-st-War.
The Right Hon. the Judge Advocate-General.
. The Master-General of the Ordnance.
The First Lord Conmmissioner of the Admiralty.
The Secretaries of State for the llome and Colonial Departments.
« *  [Speaker of the House of Commons.]
The Earl of Malmeshury, Secretary of State for
Foreign Aflairs.
The Earl of Derby, First Lord Commissioner of the T'reasury.
' The Earl Marshal of Englaud.
The Lord Great Chawmberlain.
My The Lord Privy Seal.
The Lord President of the Council.
The_Lord Archbishop of York.
The Lord High Chancellor.
The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury.

[ At Temple Bar, the Lord Mayor, varrying the City Swerd, joined
in the procession.]

*{08QISIOF] uQ

Apsistant Quarter- Assistant
"é master-General. Adjutant-General.
—; Aide-de-Camp to the Aide-de-Camp to the
5 Deceased. Deceased.
= Deputy Quartermaster- Deputy-Adjutant
& ‘ General. General.
Quartermaster-General, Adjutant-General.

A Carriage of His Royal Highuess Prince ALBERT, drawn by
Six Horses, with the Gentleman Usher, the Equerry,
and Greom of the Bedchamber to
his Royal Highness.

A Carriage drawn by Six Horses, with the Private Secretary,
Treasurer, and Lord of the Bedchamber to
his Royal Highness.
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT,
in a Carriage drawn by Six Horses;

attended by the Lord Chamberlain of Her Majesty’s Houseliold

and the Groom of the Stole to His Royal Highness.
Field Officer in Brigade Waiting.
Sergeant Trumpeter. Heralds.
Norroy King of Arms, in 2 Mourning Coech.
Baxp or tnr Rovar Hopse Guarps.
THE GREAT BANNER,

Carricd by a Colonel, supported by two Licutenant-Colonels on

Horseback.

[Iere, on reaching the Cathedral, the Dignitaries of the Church

meeting the Body‘ at the West Door, fell in.]

Or

O1

th

O

BATONS.

Srain—Borne by Major-General the Duke of Osuna, in a
Mourning Coach—Supported by Colonel Gabriel de
‘Torres and Colouel de Calvét y Lara.

Russii—DBorne by Geueral Prince Gortshakoff, in a Mourning
Coach—S8upported by Major-General Count Benken-
dorft and Lieutenant-Colonel 1'chernitzky.

Prussia.—Borne by General the Count de Nostiz, in a Mourn-
ing Coach—Supported by Geuneral de Scharnhorst
and Lieutenant-General de Massow.

PoriveiL.—Bomme by Marshal the Duke of Teiceria, in a
Mourning Coach—Supported by Lieutenant-General
the Count de Villarcal and Major Don Manuel de Souza
Coutinho.

tHL NETHERLANDS,—Borne by Licutenant-General the Baron
&’Omphal, in a Mouming Coach — Supported by
Captain Guillaume Tindal and Captain Gevers.

; Hanover—Borne by General Hugh Halkett, C.B., in a Mourn-

ing Coach — Supported by Colenels Poten and
Marenholtz.

. ExGLAND—DBorne on a Black Velvet Cushion, in a Mourning

Coach, by the Marquese of Anglesey, K.G.—Supported
by Colonel the Duke of Richmond, K.G., and Major-
General the Duke of Cleveland, K.G.

a2
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Gentleman
Usher.
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. The Caronct of the Deceased, )
borne on a Black Velvet Cushion
in a Mourning Coach, by .

Clarencenx King of Arms.

Gentleman

Usher.

The Pallbearers, Eight General Officers in Two

———t e

on Horseback.

Five Baunerols, borne by
Oftieers in the Nmy

p———

Gentleman
Usher.

Mourning Coaches,
Band of the Grenadier Guards.

THLE CORPSE

Covered with a Black Velvet Pall,
adorned with Escutclicons,
upon 2
Funeral Car, drwn by Twelve Hoses,
decorated with Trophies anld
Heraldic Achievements.
Garter Principal King of
Amgs in a Mourning Coacii.
THE CHIEF MOURNER,
In a long Mourning Cloak,

Youqasiof uo
Auiry aygy o saoy0

{q auzon ‘spntanurgy aarg

)
Gentleman
Ushet

accompanied by Colonel Lord Charles Weliesley.
The Hon. and Rev. Gerald Wellesley, and by the 1o,

William Wellesley, his Trainbearer,
in a Mourning Coach.

The Marquis of Salisbury, K.G., and the Marquis of
Tweeddale, K.T., supporters to the Chicf Mourner,

in a Mourning Coach.
Assistants to the Chief Mouiner.
Relations and Friends of the Deceased.

The late Duke's Horse, led by the Groom to the Dercased.

Private Carriages of the Deceased and of the
Chief Monrner,

Band of the Royal Marines—Woolwich Division

Officers and Men from every Regiment in the Serviec; consistirg
of one Captain, a Subaltern, a Sergeant, a Corpoial, and Fuc
Men from every Regiment.

Band of Her Majesty's 93rd II'ghlandeis.
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Canrniact ofr Her Mascsty THE Quies.

Two Carriages representing Her Majesty's Suite.
Carriage of her Royval HNighness the Duchess of Gloucester.
Carriage of her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent.
Cairiage of her Royal Highness the Duchess of Cambridge.
Troops closed the Proeession.

ST. PAUL'S cutrculARD,

St. Paul's Churehyard had been a scene of the utmost bustle fromn
the early purt of the morning, the more because, from the fittings-up
of the cathedral not heing completely finished in time, some. at least,
of the doors were not opened at the hour promised, and a crowd of
people provided with tickets were kept waiting in the churchyard.
Evn later than nine o'cloek, ind when the cathedral was full, work-
men were still engaged in knocking away temporary hoardings and
othcrwise completing their work. 1t had been considered nasessary
to exclude the public generally from the chfrchyard, and the street
and pavement in front of the houses round it; aud there is no doubt
tfat, if that had not been donme, it would have been impossible to
adnit the company to the Cathedral without great disorder. Car-
riages eame up in such hosts that one who accomplished the Jast half~
mle i an hour did pethaps as well as most people.

There was probably no better place for obtaining a favourable vicw
of the procession than the front of the Cathedral. Let the meader
take his stand with us in the gallery outside that edifice, just above
the western entrance, and let us suy what we see. It is a gallery or
baleony, which the passer-by may hardly observe, but it springs into
importance on such an oceasion as this.

It is ten o'clock in the morning a8 we walk up the gcometrical
staircase and step out upon the balcony, to look upon a scene already
singular and exciting. A mart of comnmerce has become a garrison.
St. Paul's is invested. In the enclosure before us Queen Anne looks
down unconscious upon a guard of honour, at present waiting abou
m groups as soldiers do, their arms piled near the bahstrades. There
15 a clear sweep of road in view; the sun is behind us, and will be
for these (wo liours, and we can see everything as distinetly as pos-
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sible all the way to Farringdon-street. You see the roadway clear
and empty as youn ‘might see it at four o’clock on a swnmer's
morning, but there is contrast enough on the pavement on either
side of the street. There people are jammed as close as human
beings can be, nntil the spot where Ludgate-hill is intersected by
Ave Maria and Creed-lanes, beyond which the crowd may not come.
The houses seem bursting with people—every window is full, and the
roofs bristle with heads. Some of the voofs have awnings put up, to
protect thosc who stand upon the tiles or leads from the weathes.
Everything speaks of crowd-——the street lamps are left lighted, either
because the lamplighters could not get at them to put them out, or
because they could not have lighted them again. ' We can hear the
hum of an innumerable mnultitude. They are as quiet as such a multi-
tude can well be, but every now and then raise their voices to a shout
when some person is in distress, or from any cause must be removed.
or when an unfortunate dog rushes along, bewildered and alarmed.

There is a stir among the uoldlen they are getting into order.
The Life Guards ride’ into 'the church-yard from Dean's-yard.
There is a slippery bit of paving at that gateway, and one of the
horses falls; the rider has a narrow escape, but, though evidently
wuch shaken, he is not materially hurt, and, like a soldier, he mounts
again and proceeds upen his duty. Later in the day another horsc
fell there.

A host of infantry now approach, advancing up Ludgate-hill in
single file, one file on each side of the street. The train seems
interminable. They pass the church, and clear off in an easterly
direction,

_ Itis now eleven o’clock. These files of infantry have ended, and
after an interval the general procession comes. It is still military.
Semetimes there is a succession of guus, sometimes dense masses
of the Guards. At intervals there are the bands of various regiments.
It is very striking, these successive bands; as one passes by the
church, and the music dies upon the ear, the notes of the next band
begin to be heard, taking up the wail. Major-General his Royal
Highness the® Duke of Cambridge, who commands the troops
employed, is riding about, and giving the requisite dircetions. Now
come the eighty-three Chelsea pensioners, wearing their medals: it
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is a company that seems to excite general dnterest ; the soldiers went
past the church,—the pensioners go in. Next the * one soldier from
every regiment'—au interesting group. The procesmon now begins
to he one of carringes and mourning coaches; ‘and the time
consumed in setting down their occupants at the doors makes this
pait of the proceeding rather tedious. The Sheriff's carriages
approach, but they are hardly in keeping with the funeral procession :
their gay decorations require some signs of mourning about them on
such an occasion. The Speaker is there in his quaint state carriage;
and the Lord Mayor in that capacious vehicle of his, which, after all,
the citizens I'ave seen in procession in November before. Now cbme
thrce Royal carrigges, with those noble horses which it is a treat to
see; the third carriage brings Prince Albert. We cannot see Lim.
but the salute as he passes the troops proclaims his presence. We
miss the foreiga batons, but it is becanse they are carried in closed
monrning coaches. All eyes now watch for the funeral car. It is
drawn by twelve bluck horses, three abreast, and covered with velvet,
presenting such a dark foreground that we carPhardly see whéther the
car is drawn by horses or not.  The car is driven in at the church-
yard gates, and drawn up in front of the great western door; the
relatious of the Duke me set down at the side entrance. After them
tollows that touching sight—the horse lcd after the bier of its master.
Thete still remains a very interesting passage. Officers and men
from every regiment in the service march past. The churcliyard
from the entrance up to the car is cleared ; the coffin is there before
all eyes; the Duke of Cambridge, the Commander, stands at the
gate with his sword drawn in his hand, and the men who represent
the whole army of England march slowly and sadly by. There has
not been a more striking or effective circunstance in the proceedings
of the duy. The soldiers seem to be impressed with the situation. It
is the final token of reverence for their departed chief. It is rendered
in solemn silence. It closes the procession, with the exception only
that the carriages of the Sovercign here most appropriately follow.

THE CATHEDRAL.

“

It is, of course, imimssihle to give any idea of the simnple and mag-
_nificently lLold proportions of tlus great Christian temple to those
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who have not seeu it, or somne similar building, by which they can.
form a’ standard of Fomparicon; still less was its aspect on the day of
the funeral capable of being rendered to strangers by any word -paint-
ing. Even those who best know the building, which the genius of
Wren has made the architectural chef @ cemvre of London, could
scarcely have recoguized it without a little preparation as it then
appeared. A faint twinkling circlet of gas jets ran flickeringly round
by the basc of the great dame, lighting up the Jimbs and fratures of
the actors iyt the huge subjects painted on the concave walls above,
and seeming lo endue them with a doubtful life. In a line with the
base of the dome, and stretching from capital to capital of the pilasters
which in equal partition mark out the walls of nave and transept
throrghout the length and breadth of 8t. Paul's, the snme simple but
most effective decoration was called into use, and lighted the base of
the semi-circular roof with a line of bright fire. Sweeping ronnd
the area covered by the dome a grand circle of scats rose from the
floor to the furthest available height in the rear, epreading far into the
transept in receding rows, and coming abiuptly to a space of not more
than four or five rows deep, where the broad pillars at the end of the
nave cut off its further exteusion. The floor of the nave was covered
with black baize or cloth, and at each side was a long bench, extend-
ing from the entrance to the circular area under the dome, belind
which rose, for the space of three or four feet, a wooden partition,
decorated, at intervals of two or three feet, by escutchieons of the late
Duke, on black satin, with white borders. Behiud this partition were
~ituated the scats intended for the military and naval officers present
at the ceremony, placed tier above tier, eo as to command a view of
the praccesion to the area. Over the western entrance and the sides
of the transept were galleries, which were very speedily filled by
privileged ticket-holders. Fhe scats at each side of the organ were
also crowded, and the wide expanse of beuches reserved for peeresses
aud their friends, which spread from the organ-loft alinust to the floor
of the area, were occupied by ladies, most of whom were in deep
mourning. In the centre of the area beneath the dome was placed
a frame, about eight feet high, by the same length, aud by a breadth
of five fect, covered with black cloth, and some seats of hassocks were
arranged around it, of the ewme colour, with white borders. Directly
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in the centre of the south semi-circumference of the area was fixed
the seat of the Lord Changellor. Behind hie lordship’s seat were the
places reserved for the House of Lords, To theigright, on the south-
eust side of the area, were the places reserved for the generals and
other high officers of our service. Opposite to the Lord Chuncellor’s
chair was placed that of the Speaker of the House of Conumons, and
behind it were the seats reserved for members of that honourable
body. On the left of the Comnons sat dhe corps diplomatique.  On
the right of the Commens were the Corpotationof the City of Loudon,
and other cotpotations, which had sent representatives.  On the right
of the corporations was the deputation from the University of Cam-
bridge, while directly opposite to them, on the other side, and on the
left of the Lords, eame the deputation from the University of Oxford.
It was intended at first that the four rows in fiont on each side of the
nave should be occupied by military and naval officers, but the
struggle to get in at the carly part of the moernmg was so great, that
the lines of red and bluc were somewhat luol\cn in upon aund diver-
sified by black and white.

At first the general itnpression left by the scene was rather cold
and unsatisfactory. The scats were not quite filled. The temporary
population of the Cathedial was shifting and fitful, and some occa-
sional sunbeams rather impaired the effect of the gas illumination.
The surpassing interest of the occnsion, however, soon overcame the
influence of all sueh trivial drawbacks. As the eye gazed, the
picturc was filling with every colour and with every touch of art.
Tt grew fiom a mere, black, gaunt sheleton fiamework of wood and
stone, and sombre faces and heads, lighted by serpentine gas jets, into
a vast dome, with wide-spreading arms and wings, which embraced
within its grasp all thate this great empire can produce of genius.
science, and statesmanslip.

Trom the time the doors were opened—ubout seven o'clock— the
numbers continued to increase very rapidly, and as the arrangements
for setting down the visitors, excellent and extensive as they were, did
not meet theiv eagerness, many of them left their carringes and
walked to the Cathedral. The early morning was daik, windy, and
wet; but, nithiare good fortune tor such a time of the year, the sight-
scers in the streets were favouted with fine weather, for it cleared up
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as the day advaneed, thongh a biting cold wind, which whistled
down the western entrance along the nave, searching the very bones
of the spectators, rgminded them foreibly and uncessingly that it
was an Kuglish autumn outside. Many put handkerchiefa over their
heads, and at last the cold became so intense that most of the persons
in the back of the nuve were compelied to put on their hats, notwith-
standing the sacred character of the place. The old generals, with
true military punctuality, were amoung the earliest arrivals, and the
quarter of the area appropriated to them was filled very speedily.
The old admirals were equally exact, and every eye in the Cathedral
was sbon directed to that quarter where orders, stars, ribands and
crosses glittering on bright scarlet and blue, told ¢f men who had
served their country, and had fought by the side of the great warrior
whose remains were approaching their last home. Sir C. Naper.
with his eagle face, moving stiffly along from the cffect of his old
wounds—his brother, Sir William, with a frame, if possible, still
more shattered by ball and peiforated by bayonet,—Lord Gough,
with his noble, soldierlike bearing, Lord Seaton, Lord Combermere,
Sit James M’ Donnell, Sir A. Woodford, Sir W. Cottou,—these, and
many another gallaut veteran, called one’s mind back to the days
wheh Wellesley led his ill-provided levies against the disciplined
battalions of the great Emperor, and taught a generation of soldiers
who are yet among us, the way to congquer.

About ten o'clock the Duc de Brabant aud the Comte de Flandres,
sons of the King of the Belgians, entered the Cathedral. They
were dressed in the umiformn of their respective regiments, the
Guides and Lancers, and were attended by Colonel le Comte de
Moerkerke, Comte de Briey, and Sir R. Carswell. The young Princes,
who attracted a good deal of attention, took up their places iu the
left amphitheatre,

Soon afterwards the members of the House of Commons began to
make their appearance in detachments as boat after boat conveyed
themn to Paul’s stairs, Almest the first who walked up the nave was
Mr. Hume, accompanied by Sir J. Walmesley. At eleven o’clock
many hon. members had taken their places, among whom were Sir J.
Graham, Sir C. Wood, Mr. Keogh, Mr, O'Flaherty, Mr. Swift, aud
many others ; and meanwhile, as every minute passed. the mass of
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uniforms grew denser and brighter to the eye, as the wearors climbed
up from the floor of the nave, and took their plaegs in the front seats
above which were filled in a line, not very much broken, three or four
deep, from end to end on both sides of the paslage, with the officers
of every branch of the service. As the sunlight shot obliquely in
through the windows, and cast its rays down through the amber-
coloured blaze of the gas, it fell with wonderful effect on the varied
hues to be seen in the body of the Cathedwah HHere were the generals
all searlet aud gold, dotted with admirals in bluc and wlade ; tj\el'e the
diversified uniforms of the representatives of Foreign Powers, where
Count Walewski .displayed the uniform of France, though “ouf old
ally’" Austiia wasabeent; again, the sable of Peers and Commons, the
red and purple gowns of the corporations, the black robes and white
and red hoods of the University deputations, and the immense array
ot faces 1ising pile after pile, and diminishing into mere specks in the
distance beneath the arches of the upper galleries. At thirty-five
minutes past eleven the military bands outside the wcatem‘entmn{e
struck up a dead march, which they played afintervals till the proces-
sion approached, and the funeral bell tolled solemnly blending with
the strains of the music in mournful unison. At thirty-five minutes
past eleven, also, the eighty-three Chelsea pensioners, having black
wands in their hands, marched into the nave in two lines, and,
wheeling round, sat down on the seats beneath the rows of officers.
The poor fellows seemed tired enongh, and, with the steadiness of
old soldiers who had seen too much of the world to be interested in
auything, they scarcely looked atthe splendid preparations around
tem. They were followed by the men selected from cvery regiment
in the service which had taken part in the procession. In quick sue-
cession followed, in groups, the various bodies assisting at the cere-
monial front the Horse-Guards to the Cathedral. Officers of the
army, of the navy, of varions foreign services—the great Ministers
of State, and the Judges, moved slowly onwards, filling up the nave
with a rich stream of colour on which the eye rested without fatigue,
while every accession added to the interest of the scene. The proces-
sion entered in the order which had been observed throughout. As
each flag and guiden was carried to the area of the place whereon the
coflin was to lie, it was planted in due order by the bearer.
K*2
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The Commons,  uobly headed by the Speaker, moved w0 thar
places ; among thosk prescut in addition to those already named,
were Mr. Disraeli, Sir J. Pakington, Mr. Beresford, Mr. Clristopher,
Mr. Walpole, and nbout 300 other Hon. Gentlemen.

Next came the Lords, preceded by the Lord Chnncellor in state.
Among them were the Earl of Derhy, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Earl of Mdlmesbury, the Earl of Curlisle, the Duke of Argyll,
Larl 8t. Germains, the Brsbhop of Oxford, the Bishop of Winchester,
Lord Melville, the, lflslmp of Loudon, Lord Brougham, the Duke of
Newcastle, Lord Lyttelton, Lord Campbell, the Earl of Cardigan,
&e. "The Ministers moved round and took their plrces at the right-

hand side of thearea in front of the Lords. Mr. Disrieli was seated be-
tweex Mr. Christopher and Mr. Beresford.  Then came the Marshals
and Generals of Spain, Russia, Prussia, Portugal, the Netherlands.
and Hunover, in their gorgeous uniforms, moving slowly onward
towards the area, amid the strains of sad music, till they formed in
two glittering columns around the resting-place of the bier. Ata
quarter-past twelve the Bishop of London and the Dean of St. Paul's,
headiug the clergy and the choir, procecded slowly up the nave
from the organ to the entrance, to receive the remains of the grear
Duke. Clothed in white, with black bauds and sashes, the procession.
thus headed, moved in two streams of two and two through the digui-
fied and richly-attired assemblage till they halted ut the door; whei
they drew up in column, four deep. A considerable delay took place
in removing the coffin from the funeral Car, which tended romewhat
to impair the effect of the solemn ceremonial. For neamly an hour
this untoward stoppuage excited the anxiety of the spectators, who
could not understand the cause of it; but at length there was a uni-
versal hush, and, as if moved by one mind, the whole of the vast
assemblage stood up in respectful grief as the coffin which contained
the remains of the great Duke uppeared in sight, preceded Ly the
choir with measured tread. as they chanted the beginming of the
burial-scrvice by Dr. Croft. When the coffin was borne in, the wind
stirred the feathers of the Marshal's hat placed upon the lid, and
produced an indescribably sorrowful cffect, in giving an air of light
and playtul life to that where all was dead. And thus, with the
Loarse roar of the multitude without as they saw their last of
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Aithur, Duke of Wellington, with the grand and, touching service of
our church sounding solemnly through the archpd dome and aisles of
the tioble church, with the glistening eye a‘nd hushe.d breath of muny
a gallant as well as of many a gentle soul in that vast multitude—
with the bell tolling solemnly the kuell of the departed, taken up by
the voice of the distant cannon, amid the quiet waving of banncrol
and {lag, surrounded by all the greatness of the I#hid—with all the
pomp and gloties of heraldic achievemens, escutcheon and device,—
his body was borne up St. Paul's, At fmthumlt"i.nhc‘r one the
coffin nas slid off the movable cartiage in which it had been tonicyerld
up the nave to ghe frame in the centre of the area under the ‘ome,
whieh, as our rahdexs huve been informed, was placed almost directly
over the tomb of Nelson, which lies in the erypt below. Tha mar-
shal's hat and sweord of the deeceased weie remosed from the .coflin,
and in their place a ducal coronet, gn a velvet cushion, was substi-
tuted.

The foreign Marshals and Generals stood at the head of the coffin ;
at the south side of it stood His Royal Hifhness Prince Albert, with
his baton of Field Marshal in his hand, and attired in full unifoum,

®standing a little in advance of a numerous staff of officers. At cach
side of the coffin were British generals who had acted as pall-bearers.
Atter the psalm and anthem, the Dean read with great solemnity and
impressivencss the lesson, 1 Cor. xv. 20, which was followed by the
Nune Dimittis, and a dirge, with the following words, set to music by
Mr. Goss . —

“ And the King said to all the people that were with him, ‘ Rend
your clothes and gird your with sackcloth and mourn.’  And the King
himself followed the bier.

“ And they buried him.  And the King lifted up his voice and
wept at the grave, and all the people wept.

* Aud the King «aid unto his servants, ¢ Know ye not that there 15
a Piince and a great man fallen this day in Isracl 2’

And now came the roll of muffled drums, and the wailing notes of
horn and cernet, and the coffin slowly sank into the crypt amid the
awful stramn, of Hundel’s ‘“ Dead Maich.”” The ducat crown disappeared
with its gorgeous support, and in the centre of the group of gencrals
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and nobles was left a dark chasm, into which every eye glanced sadly
down, and all knew,.indeed, that a Prince and a great man had that
day gone from Israel. The remaining portions of the funeral service
were then performed. The.congregation were requested to join in the
respouses to the Lord’s Praver; and the effect of many thousand
voices in deep emotion repeating the words after the full enunciation
of the Dean, wis intensely affecting.
“ His by is buried in peace,
" But his uame liveth evermore,”

trom Ilandel’s funeral anthem, was then most effectisiely performed by
the choir.  Aud then Garter King at Arms, standixg over the vault,
proc’aimed the titles and orders of the deccased, * whom Heaven was
pleased to take from us:"—Arthur Wellesley, he said, was the Moxt
High, Mighty, and Most Noble Prince, Duke of Wellington, Marquis
of Wellington, Marquis of Doute, Earl of Wellington in Someiset,
Viscount Wellington of Talavera s Baron Doure of Wellesley, Prince
of Waterlou in the Netherlands, Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo in Span,
Duke of Brunoy in France, Duke of Vittorin, Marquis of Torres
Vedras, Count of Vimiern m Portugal, a Grandee of the First Clas
in Spain, a Privy Councillor, Commander-in-Chiet’ ol the DBuitish
army, Colonelof the Grenadier Guards, Colonel of the Rifle Brigade,
a Field-Marshal of Gréat Britun, u Marshal of Russia, 2 Marshal of
Austria, a Mmishal ot France, a Marshal of Prussia, a Marshal of
Spain, a Maishal of Portugdl, a Marshal of the Netherlands, o
Knight of the Garter, a Kuight of the Holy Ghost, a Kight of the
Golden Flcece, a Knight Grand Cross of the Bath, a Knight Grand
Cross of Haunover, a Knight of the Black Eagle, a Kuight of the
Tower and Sword, a Knight of 8t. Fernaudo, a Kuight of William of
the Low Couutites, a Kuight of Chailes I11, a Knight of the Sword
of Sweden, a Knight of St. Andrew of Russia, a Kuight of the
Aunnunciado of Sardinia, a Knight of the Elephant of Denmark, a
Knight of Maria Theresa, a Kuight of St. George of Russia, a
Kuight of the Crown of Rue of Saxony, a Knight of Fidelity ot
Baden, a Knight of Maximilian Joseph of Bavar, 2 Knight of St.
Alexander Newsky of Russia, 2 Knight of St. Hermenegilda of Spain,
a Knight of the Red Eagle of Brandenburgh, a Knight of St.
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Januarius, a Knight of the Golden Lion of Hesse Cassel, o Knight
of the Lion of Baden, a Kuight of Meii{ of Wuftenburg, the Lord
High Coustable of England, the Cond able* ¥ the Tower, the
Constable of Dover Castle, Waiden of the Cinqu:ﬁ‘orls. Chancellor
of the Cinque Ports, Admiral of the Cingne Ports, Lprd-Licutenant
of Hampshire, Loid-Licutenant of the Tower Hambets, Ranger of
St. James's Park, Ranger of Hyde Park, Chancellor gfthe Univeraty
of  Oxaford, Commissioner of the Royal Military) College, Vice-

Piesident of the Scottish Naval and .\llmwc.lgem\'. the Master
of the Tumity-houst. a Governor of Kmg's College Pertor of
Laws, &e. -

Then the Lae tukc': contioller having hoken in picees has stafl
ol office fn the hbusehold handed 1t to the Garter King st Arms, who
cart the fragments into the vault. The choir and chorus sang the
hiynm, * Sleepers, awahe ! and the Bishop of London, standing by
the wde of the Lord Chancellor, jronounced the blessing, which
conclided the ceremony.

Aud thus wae buried, with wl) state ar d Igrour, the grea” DTike of
AV clington,
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Hutroduction,

Maxy {ivcs of NELsox have been written : one is yet
wanting, clear and concise enough to become a manual
for the young sailor, which he may carry sbout with
him till he has treasured up the example in ‘his memory
and in his heart. Tn attempting such a work, I shall
write the culogy of our great naval Hero j«for the best
eulogy of NELSON is the faithful history of his actions,
and the best history that which shall relate them most

perspicuously.
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CHATPTER L
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L]

Hos#krio, son of Edmund aud Catherine Nelvon, was
born Sept. 29, 1758, jn the parsonage-house of Burnham
Thorpe, a village in the county of Norfolk, of which his
father was réetor. The maiden name of his mother
was Suckling : her grandmother was an clder sister of Sir
Robert Walople, and this child was named after his
godfuther, the first Lord Walpole. Mis. Nelson died
in 1767, leaving sight out eleven children. Her
brother, €aptain Maurice Suckling, of the navy, visited
the widower upan thiy event, and promised to take care of
one of the boys. Three years afterwards, when Horatio
wag only twelve years of age, being at home during the
Christmas holidays, he read in the county newspaper that
his uncle was appointed to the Raisonnable, of 64 guus.
¢ Do, William,” said he to u brother who was a year and
a half older than-hiwself, “writs to my fathor, and teii

. . . e
him that I should like to go to sea with uncle Maurice:

My, Nelson was then at Bath, whither be had gone for

the reedvery of his health : his circumstances wore strait-,

B
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ened, and he had no prospect of ever seeing them bettered, .
He knew thaf it was the wish of providing for himself-
by which Horatic was chiefly actuated, and .dig not
oppose his resolution ; he understood also the heyls cha-
_xacter, and had always gaid fhat, in whatever station he
anight be laced, be would climb, if possible, tu the very
top of the tree. ' Accetdingly, Captein Suckling was
written to. - What,” said he . in hig answer, “has poor
Horatio done, who is 5o Weak, that he, above all the rest,
should e sent to rough it out al sea?  But let him
come, and the first time we go into action & eannon-ball
may knock off his head, and previde for nim at once,”

*[t is mauifest from these words that Horatio was not,
1he boy whown his uncle would have chosen to bring up
in his own profession. Hé was never of a strong body,
and the ague, which at that time was one of the most
common diseases in England, had greatly reduced bis
strength ; yet he had alvéady given proofs of that reso-
lute heart and nobleness of mind which, during his whote
career of lghour and of glory, o sminently distinguished
him. When a mere child, hé strayed a-birdsnesting’
from his grandmother’s house, in compary with a cow-
bo¥. The dinner-howr ciapsed ; he was abeent, and could
uot be found;* and the alurm of the family begame very
great, for they apprehended that he might have been
carried off by gipsies, A4 length, after search had been
wade for him .in varions djrections, he was discovered
alone, sitting composedly by the side of a brook which he
could not get over. .¥I wonder, child,” said the old
lady when she saw him, “that hunger and fear did not
frfve you home.” ¢ Fear, grandmamma !’ veplied the+
fature bero; “I never saw fear: what ix it?” Once,
affer the winter-holidays, when he and his brother
Willigm had set off op horseback to return to school,
#hey came back, becanse there had begp a full of snow ;
%nd Williaw, who did not much like'the journey, said it
wag too deep for them to venture on. “If that be the
k@v” said the father, “you certainly shall not‘go ; but
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wake snother attewnpl, and J will leave 1t tg your honour,
If the road s dangerous, you raay retmrm, hut, re-
mentber, boys, T leme it to your honour” The sew
was desp cnough to lave afforded them a reasonghle
exeuse } but Horatie was not to be pravailed upon to
twmn back ¢ We must go on,” said he; # remiember,
other, it was loft to owr bonowr!’ There wue some
tlne pens growiug in the' schoolmuster’s parden, whick
the boys rogarded 33 lawhul boety, yod m the highest
degiec temuphing , hut the boldest anong’ them wae
afiud to ventrpe for the prige Tloratio yoluutcored
upon this servise. he was lowered down at mght from
the hed 100m window by some sheets, plundered the tree,
wad 1w up with the pears, and then disteibuted them
anyong his schoolfellowy, without rcscrving awy for hun
slt  ~He ouly took them,” he sard, “becanse (sery
other hoy wase afrad ” .

Eulvon a wld and damk spnng mornmg, Mt N lson's
semant arsad at ths school, ab North Walsham, with
the expected swmoas Jor Horatio to jom o ship  The
pwrting hom his brother Wilham, who had been tor sn
muy years his playmsate and bedfellow, was a punful
(ftort, and was tt'u boguming of thows pmvations which
me the sador’™ lot through hfe  He acompanied s
fathaa to London The Radsonueble was Jymg w the
Mudway  He was put mto the Chatham stage, awd, on
s annval, was sot down with® the rest of the jussengers,
and Ift {o find b way on hosrd as he could  Atie
wandermg about n the (old, without bemyg able to 1ewh
the slup, an officer, obser ving the forlorn appem ance of the
hoy, questioned hum ; and, happening 1o be aoqnamiled
with hiy nncle, touk hug hotne, and gave him some refiesh
meut  When he got on board, Captam Suckling was not
m the ship, nor had any persun beeu apprised of the boy's
coming . He paced the deck the whole reanunder ot the
day without beng notaced by anyone ; and 1t was not tall
the secopd day that somebody, as he exprossed 1t, “took
compeagion on ham,” The pain which 1s telt when we are
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Ve . . ot N b
first trauiplanted from our pative soil, when the living.
branch'is cut from the parent tree, is one of thé most,
poighant which we have to endure through life,’ There
“are affer-griefs which wound more deeply, whicl leave
“behind them scars never to be effaced, which bruise the
'spirit aud soraetimes hreak the heart; but never do we
feel s0 keenly the want of love, the necessity of being
loved, and- the sense of utter desertion, as when we first
leave the haven of home, and af as it were, pushed off
upon the stream of life. Added to these feelings, the sea-
boy has to endure physical hardships, and 4he privation of
every comfort, even of sleep. | Nelsgn had a feeble body
and an affectionate heart, ‘and he remembered through
life his first days of wretchedness in the service. ’

The Raisonnable having been commissioned on aecount
of the dispute respecting the Falkland Islands, was paid
off' as sogn as the difference with the Court of Spain was
accommodated, and Captain Suckling was removed to the
Privempl, T4, then stationed as a guard-ship in the Thames.
This was considered as too inactive a life for a boy, and
Nelson was therefore sent a voyage to the West Indies in
a merchant-ship, commanded by’?Mr." John Rathbone, an
excellent seaman, who had served as master’s mate nnder
Captain Suckling in the Dreudnought. He returned a
practical seaman, but with a hatred to the King's service,
and a saying then common among the sailors—* Aft the
most honour ; forward the 'better ran.”” Rathboue had
probably been disappointed and disgusted in' the navy,
and, with no unfriendly intentions, warned Nelson against
8 profession which he himself had found hopeless. His
uncle received hila on board the Ziumpk on his return,
and discovering¥ his dislike to the mavy, took the best
means of recgmeiling him to it. He held it out as a
reward, thag#if he attended well to his navigation, he
«dhould gp.dm the cutter and decked long boat which was
attacheé%;bq the: commanding officer’s ship at Chatham..
Thyg ¥é became a good pilot for vessels of that deseription,
fram Chatham to the Tower, and down the Swin Channel
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to thé North Foreland; and acquiréd a coufidence among
rocks and sands of which he often felt the value. .
' Ngison had not been many months on board the
Trironygph, when his love of enterprise was excited by hear-
ing that two ships were fitting out for a voyage of dis-
covery toward the North Pole. In consequence of the
Mdifficulties which were expegted ou such a service, these
Vusdls wege to take out effective men instead of the usual
miber of bpys.  This, however, did not deter hiw from
soliciting to be receivéd, and, by his unclo’s intevest, he
was . admitted ®8 coxswain under Captain Lutwidge,
second in command. The voyage was undertaken in com-.
pliance with an application from the Royal Society. The
Hon. Captain Constantine John Phipps, eldest son of Lord
Mulgrave, voluntecred his services. The Racghorse and
Curcass bombs wore sclected, as the strongest ships, and
therefore bost adapted for such a voygge ; and they were
taken into dock and sirengthened, to render them as
secpre as possible against the ice.  Two masters of Green-
landmen were employed as pilots for cach ship. No expe-
ditivn was ever more cavefully fitted ont; and the first
Lord of the Admiralty, Lord Sandwich, with u landable
solicitude, went an board himsélf hefore their departure, to
soe that overything had been completed to the wish of the
ofticers. The ships were provided with a simple and ex-
cellent apparatus for distilling fresh from sall water, the
invention of Dr. Irving, who accompanied the expedition.
1t consisted merely in fitting a tube to the ship® kettle,
and applying a wet mop to the surface as the vapour was
passing. © By thesc means, from thirty-four to forty gallons
were produced every day. ‘ ' .

They sailed from the Nore on the 4th of June : on the
Uth ok the following month they were in lut. 79 deg.
46 min. 39 see., long. 9 deg. 43 nin. 30 sec. B, The next
day, abont the place where mast of the old discoverers hady.
been stoppud, the Racehorse was beset with ive ; but they
hove her through with ice-anchors. Caytain Phipps con-
tinued ranging along the ico northward and wostward
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till the 24th ; he then {ried to the eastward. On the 80th
he wiis in Iat. 80 deg. 13 mjn., loug. 18 deg, 48 ngin. B,
aong the islands and in the ice, with no appearance of
an opening for the ships, The weather was excesdingly
fine, mild, and nnusually clear. Here they were becalmed
in a large bay,”with three apparent openings between the
islands which formed it, but everywhere, av far us they
vould see, surrounded with iee.  There was not a breath of
nir ; the water was perfectly sméboth ; the ice covered with
snow, low and even, oxcept » few broken pieve« near the
edge; aud the pools of water in the middlg of the ive-ficlds

s Just erusted over with young fee.  On the next day the ige
¢losed npon them, aud no opening was to be geen anywhere,
vxcept a hole, or luke, ax it might be called, of alioyt o mile
and 2 half in cirenmference, where the ships lay fast to the
ice with their jce-anchors.  They filled their casks with
water from these io2 fields, which was very pure aud soft,
The men were playing on the ice all day, but the Green.
land pilots, who were further than they had over been
hefore, and considererd that the season was far advancing,
were alarmed at being thus beset.

The next day there was not the smallest opening ;3 the
sbips were within less than two lengths of cach other,
separated by ige, and neither having toom to tura.  The
ict, which the day before bad been flat and almost levd]
with the water's odge, was now in many places foreed
hugher than the mainyard, hy the pieves squeczing toaether,
A day & thick fog followed : it was succeeded hy clemy
wenther ; butb the passage by which the ships had entercd
from the westward was closed, and no open water was in
sight, either in that or any other quarter. By tbe pilot<’
advino, the men were set to cut a passage and warp through
the small openiugs to the westward. They suweid through
pieces of ice twelve feet thick ; and thix labowr continued
the whole day, during which their utmost oftforte did not
move the ships above three hundred yards, while they
were driven, together with the ice, fur to the N.E. and E,
by the curent.  Sometimes a fiold of several acres square
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would be lifted up between two larger L"«ldll(lb, a.nd incor-
mmﬁ with them ; and thus these larger pleces continued
to grow by aggmgatmn Another duy. passed, and theve
seemied no probability of getting the ships out, without a
siwong B, or N.E. wind., The scason was far advanced,
and every hour lessenod the chance of extricating ther-
selves.  Yonng as he was, iTelson was appointed to com-
mand one of the bonts which were seut out to uxplore
passuge into the open wator. It was the means of saving
a boat Belonging to ‘the Lncehorse from a smgula,mbut
imminent danger.  Some of the ofi#rs had firted at and
Fwopided a walrns, As no vther animal has w0 hunman-
¢ a1 expression in its cbunténance, 20 alkso is tlere
nane that seems to possess more of the passions of human--
ity. The wounded animal dived immedjately, and
bmuoht up a namber of s compauions, and they all
“joinAd in an attack upou the hoat. They wrested an oar
front ome of the men; and it was with the vtmost difficulty
thet the crew could preveut them from staving or upset-
ting her, til] the Carcass’s bout came up:z and the wal-
ruses, finding their eneties thus reinfurcod, dmperae,d
Young Nelsun exposed himself in u more darmfr manier,
Oue night, during the mid-watch, he stole from the ship
with_cne of his eommdes. takmg udvzmtaga of a rising log,
oud set out over the ice in purswit of a bear. 1t was not
long hefore they wore missed The fog thickcned, and
aptam Lutwidge and his officers becamé execedingly
alarmed for their safety. - Between threc and four in the
morning the weathor cleared, and the two adventurers
werc seen, at & considerable distance from the ship, attack-
ing a huge 18ar. The signal for them to retwn was
unmer]mt.e]v made. Nelson's comrade called upon him to
obey, but in vain. His musket had flashed in the pan :
their ammunition was expended ; and a chasa in the ice,
which divided him from the Lear, probably preserved
Lis life.  *“Never mind,” ho eried ; *“do but let me get &
blow at this devil with the l)utt-eud of my musket, and
weg shall bave him.”  Caplain Latwidge, however, seeing
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his danger, fired o gun, which had the desired effect of
frightening thé beast ; and the boy then returned, some-
what. afraid of the consequences of his trespass. The
captain reprimanded him sternly for conduct so unworthy
of the office which he filled, and desired to know what
motive be could have for hunting a hear, ** Nir,” said he,
pouting his lip, as he was wont to do when agitated, “T
wished to kill the bear, that ¥ might carry the skin to my
father.” .

A, party were uow sent to an island about twelve miles
off (named Walden'seIsland in the charts, from the mid-
shipman who was intrusted with this ‘service), to see
where the open water lay. They came back with the in-
formation. that the ice, though close all about them, was
open to the westward, round the point by which they
came in.  They said also, that upon the island they had
had a fresh east wind., This intelligence cousiderably
abated the hopes af the crew; for where they lay it had
been almost eabn, and their main dependence bad been
upon the cffect of an easterly wind m clearing the bay.
There wus but one alternative: either to wait the event
of the weather upon the ships, or to betake themselves to
the hoats. The likelihood that it might be necessary to
sacrifice the ships had been foreseen ; the boats accord-
ingly weve adapted, both in numberand size, to transport,
in case of emergency, the whole ¢row ; and there were
Dutch whalers upon the coast, in which they could all be
conveyed to Europe. . As for wintering whero they were,
that dreadful experiment had been already tried too often.
No time was to be lost. The ships had driven into shoal-
watcr, having but fourteen fathoms. Showdd they, or the
ice to which they were fast, take the ground, they must
inevitably be lost; aud at this time they were driving
fagt toward some rocks on the N.E, Captain Phipps scut
for the ‘officers of both ships, and teld them his intention
of preparing the boats for going away. They were im-
mediately hoisted out, and the fitting begun. Canvass
bread-bags were made, in caze it khould he necessary sud-
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denly to desert” the vessels 3 and nfen were sent with the
Jead and line to the northward and eastward, to sound
wherever they found cracks in the ice, that they might
har ¢ notice before the ice took the ground ; for, in that
case, the ships muost instantly have been crushed or
overset,

On the 7th of Angust they began to haul the boats
over the ire, Nelson having (onmmud of the four-oared
catter.  The men behaved excellently well] like true
British scawmen ; they secmed reconciled to the thought
of leaving the ships, and had full contidence in their offi-
cors About hoon, the ice appeared rather more open
near the vessels ; and as the wind was casterly, though
there was but little of it. the sails were set, and they got
about o mile to the westward,  They moved very slowly,
and were not now nearly so far to the westward as when
they were first heset. However, al] sal was kept upon
themn, to force them throngh whenever the ice slacked the
laint,  Whatever exertions were made, 1t could not be
possible to get the hoats to the water’s edgoe before the 14th ;
and it the situation of the ships should not alter by that
tine, it would not be justifiable to stay longer by them.
The commander therefore resolved to carry on both at-
tempts together. moving the hoats constantly, and taking
every opportunity of getting the ships through. A party
was sent out next day to the westward, to examine the
state of the ice ; they returned with tidings that it was
very heavy and close, consisting chiefly of large fields.
The ships, however, moved somcthm,f,r, and the ice itsclf
was drifting W(‘htW’lPd. There was a thick fog, so that it
was impossiblc to ascertain what advantage had been
gained. It continued on the 9th ; bat the ships were
moved a little through some very small openings : the
mist. cleared off in the afternoon ; and it was then per-
ceived that they had driven much more than ‘could have
Leen expected to the westward. and that the ice itself
had driven still farther. JIn the course of the day they
got past the boats, and took them on hoard again. On

R



10 LIFE OF NELSON.

the morrow, the wind.sprang up to the NN.E. All sail
was set, and the ships forced their way through a great
deal of very heavy ice. They frequently struck, and with
such force that on stroke broke the shank of the Race-
horse’'s best bower-anchor : but the vessels made way ; and
by noon they had cleared the ice, and were out at sca.
The next day they anchored in Smeerenberg Harbour,
close to that island of which the westernmost point is
called Hakiuyt's Headland, in honour of the great pro-
moter and compiler of our English voyages of discovery.

Here they remained a few days, that the men might
rest after their fatigue. No insect was to “be seen in this
dreary country, nor any species of reptile—not even the
common earth-worm. Large bodies of ice, called ice-
bergs, filled up the valleys between high mountains, so
dark as, when contrasted with the snow, to appear
black. The colour of the ice was a lively light green.
Opposite to the place where they fixed their observatory
was one of these icebergs, above three hundred feet high ;
its side towards the sea was nearly perpendicular, and a
stream of water issued from it. Large pieces frequently
broke off, and rolled down into the sea. There was no
thunder nor lightning during the whole time they were in
these latitudes. The sky was generally loaded with hard
white clouds, from which it was never entirely free even
in the clearest weather. They always knew when they
were approaching the ice, long before they saw it, by a
bright appearance near the horizon, which the Greenland-
men called the blink of theice. The season was now so far
advanced, that nothing more could have been attempted,
if, indeed, anything had been left untried ; but the summer
had been unusually favourable, and they had carefully
surveyed the wall of ice extending for more that twenty
degrees between the latitudes of 80 and 81, without the
smallest appearance of any opening.

The ships were paid off shortly after their return to
England ; and Nelson was then placed by his uncle with
Captain Farmer, in the Seahorse,of twenty guns, then going
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out to the East Indies in the squadron under Sir Edward
HuBhes. He was stationed in the foretop at watch and
watch. His good conduct attracted the attention of the
master (afterwards Captain Surridge), in whose watch he
was ; and, upon his recommendation, the captain rated
him as midshipman. At this time his countenance was
florid, and his appearance rather stout and athletic ; but
when he had been about eighteen-months in India, he felt
the effects of that chmate, so perilous to Luropen.n consti-
tutions. The disease baffled all power of medicine ; he
was reduced almost to « skeleton, the use of his hmbs
was for some time eutirely lost, and the only hope that
remained was from a voyage home, Accordingly, he*was
brought home by Captain Pigot, in the Dolphin ; and
had it not been for the attentive and careful kindness ot
that officer on the way, Nelson would never have lived to
reach his native shores. He had forged an acquaintance
with Sir Charles Pole, Sir Thomas Troubridge, and other
déstinguished officers, then, like himself, beginning their
career ; he had left them pursuing that career in full en-
joyment of health and hope, and was returning from a
country in which all things were to him new and inte-
resting, with a body broken down by sickness, and spirits
which had sunk with his strength. Long aftcrwards,
when the name of Nelson was known as widely as that of
England itself, he spoke of the feelings which he at this
time endured. “1I felt impressed,” said he, “ with a feel-
ing that I should never rise in my profession. My mind
was staggered with a view of the difficulties I had to sur-
mount, and the little interest I possessed. I could dis-
cover no means of reaching the object of my ambition.
After a long and gloomy reverie, in which I almost wished
mysclf overboard, a sudden glow of patriotism was kin-
dled within me, "and ented my king and country as
my patrou. - Well, then,” I exclaimed, “I will be a
hero! and, conﬁd.mu in Providence, I will brave every
danger !”

Long afterwards Nelson loved to speak of the feeling of
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that moment ; and from that time, he often said, a radjant
orb was suspended in his mind’s eye, which urged him
onward to renown. ' The state of mind in which these
feelinge began is what the mystics mean by their season
of darkness and desertion. If the animal spirits fail, they
represent it as an actual temptation. The enthusissm of
Nelson’s nature had taken a different direction, but its
essence was.the same. " Hc knew to what the previous
state of dejection was to be attributed—that an enfeebled
body, and a mind depressed, had cast this shade over his
soul ; but he always seemed willing to helieve that the
sunshm(a which succeeded bore with it a prophetic glory,
and “that the light which led him on was “light from
heaven.”

His interest, however, was far better than he imagined.
During his absence, Captain Suckling had been made
comptroller of the navy ; his health had materially im-
proved upon the voyage ; and, as soon as the Dolphin was
paid off, he was appointed acting lieutenant in the Wo#-
cester, 64, Captain Mark Robinson, then going out with
convoy. to Gibraltar. Soon after his return, on the 8th
of April, 1777, he passed his exammination for a lieutenancy.
Captain Suckling sat at the head of the board, and, when
the examination had ended, in a manner highly honour-
able to Nelson, rose from his sedt, and introduced him to
the examining captains as his nephew. They expressed
theit wonder that he had not informed them of this
relationship before : he replied that he did not wish the
younker to be favoured; he knew his nephew would passd
4 good examination, and he had not been deceived. The
next day Nelson received his commission as{second-lien-
tenant of the Lowestoffe frigate, Céptain William Locker,
then fitting out for Jamaica.

American, and French privateers under American
colours, were at that time harassing our trade in the
West Indies: even a frigate was not sufficiently active
for Nelson, and he repeatedly got appointed to the com-
mand of one of the Lowestofft's tenders. During one of
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their cruises, the Lowestoffe captured an American letter-
of-marque : it was blowing a gale, and a heavy sea run-
ning. The first-licutenant being ondered to board the
prize, went below to put on his hanger. It happened to
be mislaid ; and, while he was seeking it, Captain Locker
came on deck. Perceiving the boat still alongside, and
in dunger every moment of being swamped, aud being
extremely anxious that the privatecr should be instantly
taken in charge, because he feared that it would otherwise
founder, he exclaimed, “ Have I no officer in the ship who
can board the prize?” Nelson did not offer himself imme-
diately, waiting, with his usual sense of propriety, for the
first-lieutenant’s veturn ; but, hearing the master vélun-
teer, he jumped into the boat saying, “It is my turn
now ; and if I come back, it is yours.” The American,
who had carried a heavy press of sail in hope of cscaping,
was so completely water-logged, thatethe Lowestoffe's boat
went in on deck, and out again, with the sea.

* About this time he lost his uncle. Captain Locker, how-
ever, who had percoived the excellent qualities of Nelson,
and formed a friendship for him, which continued during
his life, recommended him warmly to Sir Peter Parker,
then commander-in-chief upon that station. In conse-
guence of this recommnendation he was removed into the
Bristol flag-ship, and Lieutenant Cuthbert Collingwood
succeeded him in the Lowestgffe. He soon became first-
lieutenant ; and, on the 8th of December, 1778, was ap-
pointed comma,nder of the Badger brig; Collmgwood
again sucoeedmg him in the Bristol. Whlle the Badger
was lying in Montego Bay, Jamsica, the Glasgow,of twenty
guns, came in and auchored there, and in two hours was
in flames, the steward having set fire to her while stealing
tum out of the after-hold. Her crew were leaping into
the water, when Nelson came up in his hoats, made them
throw their powder overboard, and point their guns
upward ; and, by his presence of mind and personal exer-
tions, prevented the loss of lifoe which would otherwise
have ensued, On the 11th of June, 1779, he was made
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post into the Hinchinbrook, of twenty-vight guns, an
enemy’s merchantman, sheathed with wood, which- had
been taken into the service. A short time after he left
the Lowestoffe, that ship, with a small squadron, stormed
the fort of St. Fernando de Omoa, on the south side of the
Bay of Honduras, and captured some register-ships which
were lying under its guns. Two hundred and fifty
quintals of-quicksilver, and three millions of piastres,
were the reward of this enterprise ; and it is characteristic
of Nelson, that the chance by which he iissed a share in
such a prize is never mentioned in any of his letters ; nor
is it likely that it ever excited even a momentary feeling
of vexation. :

Nelson was fortunate in possessing good interest at the
time when it could be most serviceable to him: his pro-
motion had been almost as rapid as it could be; and
before he had attained the age of twenty-one, he had
gained that rank which brought all the honours of the
service within his reach. No opportunity, indeed, hdd
yet been given him of distinguishing himself ; but he was
thoroughly master of his profession, and his zeal and
ability were acknowledged wherever he was known.
Count d’Estaing, with a fleet of 125 sail, men-of-war and
transports, and a reputed force of five-and-twenty thou-
sand men, threatened Jamaica from St. Domingo. Nelson
offered his services to the Admiral and to Governor-
General Dalling, and was appointed to command the
batteries of Fort Charles, at Port Royal. Not more than
seven thousand men could be mustered for the defence of
the island—a number wholly inadequate to resist the
force which threatened them. Of this Nelson was so
well aware, that when he wrote to his friends in
England, he told them they must not be surprised to hear
of his learning to speak French. D’Estaing, however,
was either not aware of hig own superiority, or not equal
to the command with which he was intrusted ; he at-
tempted nothing with this formidable armament ; and
General Dalling was thus left to execute a project which
he had formed against the Spanish colonies.
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This project was, to take Fort San Juan on the river
of that name, which flows from Lake Nicaragua into the
Atlantic ; make himself master of the lake itself, and of
the cities of Grenada and Leon, and thus cut off the
communication of the Spaniards between their northern
and southern possessions in America. Here it is that a
canal between the two seas may most easily be formed ;
a work more important in its consequences than any
which has ever yet been effected by human power. Lord
(leorge Germaine, at that time secretary of state for the
American department, approved the plan ; and as discon-
tents at that time were known to prevail in the Nuevo
Reyno, in Popayan, and in Peru, the more sanguine part
of the English began to dream of acquiring an empire in
one part of America more extensive than that which they
were on the point of losing in another. General Dalling’s
plans were well formed; but the history and the nature
of the country had not been studied as accurately as its
Zeography. The difficulties which occurred in fitting out
the expedition delayed it till the season was too far
advanced ; and the men were thus sent to adventure
themselves, not so much against an enemy whom they
would have beaten, as against a climate which would do
the enemy’s work.

Early in the year 1780, five hundred men, destined for
this service, were convoyed by Nelson from Port Royal to
Cape Gracias a Dios, in Honduras. Not a native was to
be seen when they landed : they had been taught that the
English came with no other intent than that of enslaving
them, and sending them to Jamaica. After a while, how-
ever, one of them ventured ‘down, confiding in his own
knowledge of one of the party ; and by his means the
neighbouring tribes were conciliated with presents and
brought in. The troops were encamped on a swampy and
unwholesome plain, where they were joined by a party of
the 79th regiment, from Black River, who were already
in a deplorable state of sickness. Having remained here
a month, they proceeded, anchoring frequently, along the
Mosquito shore, to colloct their Indian allies, who were
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to furnish proper boats for the river, and to accompany
them. They reached the River San Juan March 24th :
and here, according o his orders, Nelson’s services were to
termjinate. But not a man in the expedition had ever
been up the river, or knew the distances of any fortifica-
tion from its mouth; and he, not being one who would
turn back when so much was to be done, resolved to
carry the sgldiers up. About two hundred, therefore,
were embarked in the Mosquito shore craft, and in two
of the Hinchinbrook's boats, and they began their voyage.
It was the latter end of the dry season, the worst time for
such an expedition; the river was consequently low.
Indians were sent forward through narrow channels be-
tween shoals and sandbanks, and the men were frequently
obliged to quit the boats, and exert their utmost strength
to drag or thrust them along. This labour continued for
several days: when they came into deeper water, they
had then currents and rapids to contend with, which
would have been insurmountable but for the skill of the
Indians in such difficulties. The brunt of the labour was
borne by them and by the sailors—men never accustomed
to stand aloof when any exertion of strength or hardi-
‘hood is required. The soldiers, less accustomed to rely
upon themselves, were of little use. But all equally
endured the violent hcat of the sun, rendered more in-
tense by being reflected from the white shoals, while the
high woods on both sides of the river were frequently so
close as to prevent all refreshing circulation of air ; and
during the night all were equally exposed to the heavy
and unwholesome dews.

On the 9th of April they reached an island in the
river called St. Bartolomeo, which the Spaniards had
fortified as an outpost, with a small semicircular battery,
mounting nine or ten swivels, and manned with sixteen
or eighteen men. It commanded the river in a rapid and
difficult part of the navightion. Nelson, at the of
a few of his seamen, leaped upon the beach. The ground
upon which he sprang was so muddy, that he some
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difficulty in extricating himself, and lost his shoes : bare-
footed, however, he advanced, and, in his own phrase,
boarded the battery. In this resolute attempt he was
bravely supported by the well-known Despard, at that
time a captain in the army. The castle of St. Juan is
situated about sixteen mniles higher up: the stores and
ammunition, however, were landed a few miles below the
castle, and the men had to march through woods almost
impassable. Oue of the men was bitten under the eye by
a snake, which darted upon him from the bough of a tree.
He was unalle,to proceed from the violence of the pain ;
and when, after a short while, some of his comrades were
sent back to assist him, he was dead, and the body already
putrid. Nelson himself narowly escapoed a similag, fate :
he had ordercd his hammock to be slung under some
treey, being excessively fatigued, and was slecping, when a
monitory lizard passed across his #hce. The Indians
happily observed the reptile, and, knowing what it indi-
vated, awoke him.  He started up, and found one of the
deadliest serpents of the country coiled up at his feet.
He'suffered from poison of another kind ; for, drinkix
at a spring in which some boughs of the manchineel hnlﬁ
been thrown, the effects were so severe as, in the opinion
of some of his friends, to inflict a lasting injury upon his
constitntion.

The castle of St. Juan is thirty-two miles below the
Lake of Nicaragna, from which it issues, and sixty-nine
from the mouth of the river. Boats reach the sea from
thence in a day and a half; but their navigation back,
even when unladen, is the labour of nine days. The
English appeared before it on the 11th, two days after
they had taken St. Bartolomeo. Nelson’s advice was,
that it should instantly be carried by assault ; but Nel-
son was not the commander, and it was thought proper
to observe all the formalities of a siege. Ten days were
wasted before this could be commenced : it was & work
more of fatigue than of danger ; but fatigue was more to
be dreaded than the enemy. The rains set in; and,
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could the garrison have held out a little longer, disease
would bave rid them of their invaders. Even the In-
dians sank under ‘it, the vietims of unusual exertion
and of their own excesses. The place surrendered on the
24th. But victory procured to the conquerors none of
that relief which had been expected; the castle was
worse than a prison. and it contained nothing which
could conttibute to the recovery of the sick, or the pre-
servation of those who were yet unaffected. The huts
which served for hospitals were surrounded with filth
and with the putrefying hides of slaughtered cattle—
almost sufficient of themselves to have engendered pesti-
lence ; and when, at last, orders were given to erect a
convenient hospital, the contagion had becone so general
that there were none who could work at it ; for, besides
the few who werc able to perform garrison-duty, there
were not orderly men enough to assist the sick. Added
to these evils, there was the want of all needful remedies ;
for, though the expedition had been amply provided with
hospital-stores, river-craft enough had not been procyred
for transporting the requisite baggage ; and when much
was to be left behind, provision for sickness was that
which of all things men in health would be most ready to
leave. Now, when these medicines were required, the
river was swollen, and so turbulent that its upward
navigation was almost impracticable. At length, even
the task of burying the dead was more than the living
could perform; and the bodies were tossed into the
stream, or left for beasts of prey, and for the gallinazos—-
those dreadful carrion-birds, which do not always wait
for death before they begin their work. Five months the
English persisted in what may he called this war against
nature ; they then left a few men, who seemed proof
against the climate, to retain the castle till the Spaniards
should choose to retake it, and make them prisoners.
The rest abandoned their baleful conquest. Eighteen
bundred men were sent to different posts upon this
wretched expedition : not more than three hundred and
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eighty ever returned. The IHinchinbrook's complement
consisted of two hundred men : eighty-seven took to their
beds in one night, and of the whole erew not more than
ten survived.

Nelson himself was saved by a tinely removal. Ina
few days after the commencement of the sicge, he wag
seized with the prevailing dysentery : meantime Captain
Glover (son of the author of “ Leonidas”) died, ‘and Nelson
was appointed to succced him in the Janus, of forty-four
guns. He returned to the harbour the day before St.
Juan surrendered, and immediately sailed for Jamaica in
the sloop which brought the news of his appointment.
He was, however, so groatly reduced by the disorder, that
when they reached Port Royal he was carried ashore in
his cot ; and finding himself, after a partial amendment,
unable to retain the command of his new ship, he was
compelled to ask leave to return to England a3 the only
means of recovery. a,ptmn (afterwards Admiral) Corn-
wallis took him home in the Lion ; and to his care and
kindness Nelson believed himself indebted for his life.
He went immediately to Bath, in a miserable state ; so
helpless, that he was carried to and from his bed ; and
the act of moving him produced the most violent pain.
In three months he recovered, and immediately hastened
to London and applied for employment. After an in-
terval of about four months he was appointed to the
Albemarle, of twenty-eight guns, a French merchantman,
which had been purchased from the captors for the King's
service.

His health was not yet thoroughly re-established ; and
while he was employed in getting his ship ready, he again
became so ill as hardly to be able to keep out of bed.
Yot in this state, still suffering from the fatal effect of a
West Indian c.hma,te as if, it nught almost be supposed,
to try his constntutlon, he was sent to the North
Seas, and kept there the whole winter. The asperity
with which he mentioned this so many years afterwards,
evinces how deeply he resented a mode of conduct equally
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cruel to the individual and detrimental Lo the service. It
wag during the armed neutrality ; and when they anchored
off Elsineur, the Danish admiral sent on bourd, desiring
to be informed what ships had arrived, and to have their
force written down. “The Albemarle,” waid Nelson to
the messenger, ““is one of his Britannic Majesty’s ships :
you are at liberty, sir, to count the guns as you go down
the side ; and you may assure the Danish admiral that,
if necessary, they shall all be well served.” During this
voyage he gained a considerable knowledge of the Danish
coast, and its soundings ; greatly to the agdvantage of his
country in after-times. The Albemarle was not a good
ship, and was several times nearly oversot, in consequence
of the masts having been made much too long for her.
On her return to England they were shortened, and some
other improvements made at Nelson's suggestion. Still,
he always insisted tnat her first owners, the French, had
taught her to run away, as she was never a good sailer,
except when going directly before the wind. ¢

On their return to the Dowus, while he was ashore
visiting the senior officer, there came on so heavy a gale
that almost all the vessels drove, and a store-ship cawme
athwart-hawse of the 4 lhemarle.  Nelson feared she would
drive on the Goodwin Sands. He ran to the beach ; but
even the Deal boatmen thought it hmpossible to get on
board, such was the violence of the storm. At length
some of the most intrepid offered to make the attempt
for fifteen guineas; and, to the astonishment and fear of
all the beholders, he embarked during the height of the
tempest. With great difficulty and imminent danger, he
succeeded in reaching her. She lost her bowsprit and
foremast, but escaped further injury. He was now
ordered to Quobec, where, his surgeon told him, he would
certainly be laid up by the climate. Many of his friends
urged him to reﬂ‘:sent this to Admiral Keppel ; but,
having received his orders from Lord Sandwich, there

peared to him an indeljcacy in applying to his successor
to have them altered.
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Accordingly he sailed for Canada. During her fivst
cruise on that station, the .lbemarle captured a fishing.
schooner, which contained, in -her cdrgo, nearly all the
property that her master possessed, and the poor fellow
had a large family at home, anxiously expecting him.
Nelson employed him as a pilot in Boston Bay, then
restored him the schooner and cargo, and gave him a
certificate to sceure him against being captured by any
other vessel. The man came off’ afterwards to the dlbe-
marle, at the hazard of his life, with a present of sheep,
poultry, and frgsh provisions. A wost valuable supply it
proved, for the scurvy was raging on board. This was
in the middle of Augnst, and the ship's company had not
had a fresh meal sinece the beginniug of April.  The cer-
tificate was preserved at Boston in memory of an act of
unusual generosity ; and now that the fame of Nelson has
given interest to everything connectd®l with his name, it
in regarded as a relic. The .fbenwerle had a narrow
estipe upon this cruise.  Four French sail of the line and
a trigate, which had come out of Boston harbour, gave
chase to her ; and Nelson, perceiving that they heat him
in sailing, boldly run among the numerous shoals of St.
(feorge’s Bank, confiding in his own skill in pilotage.
Captain Salter, in the St. Hargarettn, had escaped the
French fleet, by o similar manceuvre, not long before.
The frigate alone continued warily to pursue him ; but as
soon as he perceived that this enemy was wunsupported, he
shortened sail, and hove to ; upon which the Frenchman
thought it advisable to give over the pursuit, and sail in
quest of his consorts. .

At Quebec, Nelson became acquainted with Alexander
Davison ; by whose interference he was prevented from
making what would have been called an imprudent niar-
riage. The Adlbemarle was about to Teave the station ; her
captain had taken leave of his friends, and was gone down
the river to the place of anchorage ; when, the next morn-
ing, as Davison was walking on the beach, to his surprise
he saw Nelson coming back in his boat. Upon inquiring
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the cause of this re-appearance, Nelson took his arm, to
walk towards the town, and told him he found it utterly
impossible to leave Quebec without again seeing the
woman whose society had contributed so much to his
happiness there, and offering her his hand. “If you do,”
said his friend, “your utter ruin must inevitably follow.”
“ Then let it follow,” cried Nelson, “for I am resolved to
do it.” “AndI,” replied Davison. ¢ am resolved you shall
not.” Nelson, however, upon this occasion was less reso-
lute than his friend, and suffered himself to be led back
to the boat. .

The Albemarle was under orders to couvoy a fleet of
transports to New York. “A very pretty job,” said her
captain, “at this late scason of the year” (October was far
advanced), “ for our sails are at this moment frozen to the
yards.” On his arrival at Sandy Hook, he waited on the
commander-in-chiefy Admiral Digby, who told him he
was come on a fine station for making prize-money.
“ Yes, sir,” Nelson made answer ; “but the West Indies
is the station for honour.” Lord Hood, with a detach-
ment of Rodney’s victorions flect, was at that time at
Sandy Hook : he had been intimate with Captain Suck-
ling ; and Nelson, who was desirous of nothing but
honour, requested him to ask for the Albenarle, that he
might go to that station where it was most likely to be
obtained. Admiral Digby reluctantly parted with him.
His professional merit was already well known ; and Lord
Hood, on introducing him to Prince William Henry, as
the Duke of Clarence was then called, told the Prince, if
he wished to ask any questions respecting naval tactics,
Captain Nelson could give him as much information as
any officer in the fleet. The Duke, who, to his own
honour, became from that time the firm friend of Nelson,
describes him as appearing the merest boy of a captain
he had ever seen, dressed in a full-laced uniform, an old-
fashioned waistcoat with long flaps, and his lank unpow-
dered hair tied in a stiff Hessian tail of extraordinary
length ; making, altogether, so remarkable a figure,
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“ that,” says the Duke, “I had never secu anything like
it bhefore ; nor could I imagine who he way, nor what he
came about. But his address and conversation were

_ irresistibly pleasing ; and when he spoke on professional
subjects, it was with an enthusiasm that showed he was
no common being.”

It was expected that the French would attempt some
of the passages between the Bahamas ; and Lord Hood,
thinking of this, said to Nelson, “I suppose, sir, from
the length of time you were cruising among the Bahama
Keys, you must he a good pilot there.” He replied, with
that constant feadiness to render justice to every man
which was so conspicuous in all his conduct through life,
that he was well acquainted with them himself, but that
in that respect his second-licutenant was far bis superior.

The French got into Puerto Cabello, on the coast of
Venezusla. Nelsou was cruising betyeen that port and
La Guayra, under French colours, for the purpose of oh-
taiping information, when a king’s launch, belonging to
the Spaniards, passed near, and being hailed in French,
came alongside without suspicion, and answered all ques-
tions that were asked concerning the number and force
of the enemy’s ships. The crew, however, were not a
little surpriscd when they were taken on board, and found
themselves prisoners. One of the party went by the
name of the Count de Deux Ponts. He was, however, a
prince of the German empire, and brother to the heir of
the Electorate of Bavaria ; his companions were French
officers of distinction and men of science, who had been
collecting specimens in the various branches of natural
history. Nelson having entertained them with the best
his table could afford, told them they were at liberty to
depart with their boat and all that it contained : he only
required them to promise that they would consider
themselves a8 prisoners, if the commander-in-chief should
refuse to acquiesce in their being thus liberated ; a cir-
cnmstance which was not by any means likely to happen.
Tidings soon arrived that the preliminaries of peace had
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been signed; and the Albemarle returned to England,
and was paid off. Nelson’s first business, after he got to
London, even before he went to see his relations, was to
attempt to get the wages due to his men, for the various
ships in which they had served during the war. “The
disgust of seamen to the navy,” he said, “was all owing
to the infernal plan of turning them over from ship to
ghip; so that men could not be attached to the officers,
nor the officers care the least about the men.” Yet he
himself was 50 beloved by his men, that his whole ship’s
company offered, if he could get a ship, to enter for her
immediately. He was now, for the first time, presented
at court. After going through this ceremony, he dined
with his friend Davison, at Lincoln’s Inn. As soon as
he entered the chambers, he threw off what he called his
iron-bound coat, and putting himself at edse in a dress-
ing-gown, passed the remainder of the day ih talking
over sll that had befallen them since they parted on the
shore of the River St. Lawrence. .

CHAPTER 1L

Nelson gooe to Franec during the Peace—Re-appointed to the Boress, and
statigned at the Leeward Islands—His firm Condnoct concerning the
Amefioan Intetlopers and the Contractors—~Marties and returns td Englind
—1& an the peint of quitting the Service in Disgust—Mauner of Life while

employed-—Appointed to the .fy on the breaking out of the

ar of the Prench Revolution.
~ “I HAVE closed the war,” said Nelson, in one of his
letters, “ without a fortune ; but there is not a speck in
my character. True honour, I hope, predominates in my
mind far above riches.” He did not apply for a ship,
becduse he was not wealthy enough to live on heard in
the manner which was then become customary. Finding
it, therefore, prudent to cconomise on his half-pay during
the peace, he went to France, in company with Captain

Macnamara, of the navy, and took lodgings at 8t. Omer's.
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studies ; and at noon he was always the first on deck with
his quadrant. Whenever he paid a visit of ccremony,
some of these youths accompsuied him ; and when he
went to dine with the governor at Barbadoes, ho toak one
of them in his hand, and ted him, saying, “ Your
exoellency must cxcuse me for bringing one of my mid-
men | wake it o rule to dntrodaco them to all the
od cowpany I can, as they have few to look up to,
ides myself, during the time they are at wea.”

{Vhen Nelson arrived it the Wost Indies, he found
himéell senior captain, and 'conssquently second in com-
mand on that station. Satishoetory a2 this was, it svon
involved him in a dispute with the admiral, which n man
less zenlous for the servioce might have aveided. He
found the Lofonn in English Harhour, Antigua, with n
broad pendant hoisted ; #md, upon induiring (Je reason,
a8 ted with s written order from 8ir R Hughey,

requiring and"directing bin to obey the orders of 1exident
comuisioner Moutray, during the time "he 1wmight hat o
occasion to remain there ; the sdid resident comminsione
being, in consequence, authorised to hoist a broad pendunt
on board any of hic Majosty’s ships in that port that he
might think proper. Nelson was never at a loss how to
act in any emocrgency. “I know of no suporior officers,”
<aid he, * hesides the lords commissioners of the Admiralty,
and my seniors on the post list.” Concluding, therefore,
that it was not eonsistent with the service for s resident
coinmissioner, who hejfijonly a civil sithation, to hoist a
broad pendant, the mument that he had anchored ho sent
an order 10 the captain of the Latona to strike it, and
returu 1t to the dockyard. He went on shore the same
day, dived with the commissioner, to show him that he
was actuated by no other tuotive than a sense of duty, and
gave him the first intelligence that his pendant had beeu
struck.  Sir Richurd gent un account of this to the Adunti-
ralty ; but the case could admit of no doubt, and Captain
Nelson’s conduct was approved

He displayed the suine prowptitude on another occa-
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seized thab beonsion of smdting the French captain, that
understanding it wag his intention o honour the Dritish
possessions with a vitit, ho had talten ihe earliest oppar-
tunity ig his power to nocompany him, in his Majesty’s
ship the Bardag, in order that sush sttention might be
paid to the offficery of his Most Christion Majesty as
vrery lishman in the islands would be proud to»
whow. | Fronch, with eqrnul rourtesy, protested
againat ginug higr thix teouble ; gapécially, they said,
a¢ they [intended memly to cruise round the islands,
withoud’ landing on any. But Nelson, with the utmost
politenesy, fnajsted upon paying thew thisx compliment :
followsd theni close, in spite of all their attempts to clude
his vigilence, and never lost «ight of them ; till, fiuding
1t iinposuible either to deceive or escape him, they gave
up their ¢raacherous purpose in despair, and hoat up for
Martinico.

A business of more serious import soon engaged his
attention. The Awnericans were at thiv time tradn s with
our islands, taking advantage of tho vegister of their
shipsy whioch had been ivued while they were British
subjicis.  Nelson knew that, by the Navigalion A«i, 1o
foreigners, directly or indirvectly, are permitted to carry ou
any trade with these possessions : he knew, also, that tho

- Amaricans had made themuselves foreigners with regard to
Bnglang 5 they heid broken the ties of hlood and language,
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and soquired the independencs which ihey had been pro-
voked to claiy, unhappily fo: themselvts, bafore they
were fit for it; and he was resolved that they should
dgrive uo profit from thoge iies, Foreigners they had |
mode themselves, apd as, ‘foreigners they were to be
treated. “If onoe,” said b, © they are admifted to auy
),:ind of interconrse with owr islends, the views of the
Joyalists, in settling at Nova Heotin, arc entirely done
,Away ; and when we are /agein embroiled in a French
war, the Americaus will irst become the caxriers of these
colouies, and then have poastesion of them. » Here thoy
come, sell their cargoes fonready ¥uoney, go to Martinico,
Iy 1olassey, and so round sud tound,  The loyalists can-
not do this, and consequently must soll a little dearer. The
rosidonts here are Aserivang by connexion and by inte-
rest, and are inimical to Giread Britain. They are as great
1cbels as ever were in Amerioa, had they the power to
show g.” In November, the squadron, having arrived at
Burbadoes, was to soparate, with no other orders than thors -
for examining anchorages, aud the usual inquiries cope
cornmng woud and waber, Nelson asked his feiend Col-
lmgwood, then capthin of the Mediptery whuse opmions
he knew upon the subject, to soosapeny him te the com-
mapder-in-chief, whom he then respecifully asked, whe-
{hor they wore nob to sttend o the gommeroe of the
country, und see that the Nevigation Act was reapected
—that appearing to him to be the intent of keeping
men-of-war upon this station in time of peeve. Bir
Richard Hughes replied, had mo patticular orders,
ucither had the Admiralty sent him any Acts of Parlia-
ment. But Nelson made suswer, thet the Navigution
Act was meluded in the statutes of the Admiralty, with
which every captain was fiunished, and that Aok was
directed to adimrrals, captains, &c, to ses it corried intv
exevution. Bir Richard said he had never scen the book.
Upon this Nelson pmduar.l the statutes, read the words
of the Ast, and apparently couviuced the commander-in-
chiof that men-of-war, as he snid, “ were sent abrosd for
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some othet' plifpass thad ta b made & show of”  Acoord-

ingly, orders wena giveh ‘o pinforde the N avigation Act.
General Sir Thotjas Shixlay sab at this time governor
of the Leeward Tslands;:and whet Nelsyn waited on
himtommhimmr%mmwmmum
what grounds, he thet ¢ old s were not ju
the habit of taking wdvies fogl youny gentlemen™
“Bir,” said the youhg offwer, with ihet confidence in
himself which agver carvied kim too far, and always way
equal to the occasion, “ T o af old a8 the prime winiater
of Englahd, angd think wyself a8 captble of eommanding
one of kis Mu%gnty’, ships ps that ministor is of governing
the Btate” He was resalved to do his duty, whatever
might he the opirion or conduct of sthers ; and when he
arrived upon his station at 8t. Kitt's, he sent away all
. the Americans, not chooting to weize them before they
fhad been well apprised that the fect would be carried
“into effest, last it might seont as if a trap had been laid
for them, The Americans, though 'tt;;y prudently de-
oaraped from . Kitt's, were embaldened by the support
they met ‘with, aud regolved to, resist his orders, alleging
that king's ships had no legal ﬁwer to seizo them with-
out having deputatitms from the oustams. The planters
wers to @ inan sgainst him ; thdwfovemors and the pre-
sidents of the different islands, with only a single excep-
tion, gave him o support ; 'and the admiral, afraid to
st on either sidls, yet wighing to oblige the planteis, sent
him & note, advising him to be guided by the wishes of
the prewident of the eoyncil ere was no dasger in
i ing this, sy it same unofficially and i the fisrm
of advice, sodroely a month after he had shown Siv
Richard H ' the Jaw, and, as hie supposed, satistied
dim i, ho roceived an oflar frofn him, stating
that bad now obtained good advice u the pomt,
end the Ameritans were not to be hindered from cowning,
and having free egress and regress, if the governor chose
to permit them,  Au order to the ssine purport had hesn
sent rend o the different governom amf presidents,; and
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Admiralty. - He went on shore under.a protection for the
day from the judge: but, notwithstanding this, the mar-
shal was called upon to tako that opportunity of arvesting
him, and the merchants promised to indenmify him for so
doing. The judge, however, did his duty, and threatened
to gend the marshal to prison if h attempted b6 violabe
the protection of the eourl. Mr. Herbert, the president
of Neviy, belaved with singular generosicy upon  this
occasion.  Though ne suan was a greater sutferer by the
measures which Nelson had pursued. he offered in court
to become his bail for £10,000, if he chase to suffer Lh.
arrest.  The lawyer whom he had chosen proved to he
able as well as un honest man : and. notwithstanding th.
opinions and pleadings of 1wost o1 the council of the Jdit-
ferent islands, who maintained that ships of war wero not
justified in seizing Anevican vessels witiout a geputation
from the customs, the liw was so explicic, the efise so clear,
and Nelson pleaded by own cause so well, that the four
ships were eondemm L During the progress of this husi
ness, be sent n . enwrial home to the Kiug: in consequence
of which, vrders were issaed that he should he lefended at
at the expense of the Urown.  And upou rhe representa-
tions which he wade at the same time tu the Secretary of
State, and the suggestions with which he accompanied it,
the Register Act was framed. The sanction of Government,

and the approbation of his conduct which it imeplied, were |

highly gratifying to him ; but he was offended, and not

without just cause, that the Treasury should have trans--

mitted thankws to the commander-in-chief, for his activity
and zeal in protecting the commerce of Great Britain.
“Had they known all,” said “I do not think they
would have bestowed than uﬁ ‘ .imt uarter and neglected
nre, I feel much burt ‘that, after 319 losa of health and
risk of fortnue, another should be thanked for what 1 diil
aguinst his orders. I either deserved to be sent ont of
the service, or, at least, to have.had some litile notive
taken of what I;had done. They have thought it worthy
of notice, and yet have neglected me. Tf this is the
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rewerd for a faithful discharge of my duty, I shall be care-
ful, and nover stand forward egain.  But Lhave done wy
duty, and have nothing to aceuse myself of ™" e
. The anxiety which he had wuffored. from the harsusing
ungertainties of law is apparvent from these expressions.
He had, however, something to cousole him ; for he was
a1 this time woving the tiece of his friend the prexident,
then in hér eighteenth year, the widow of Dr. Nidbet, o
physiciap.  She had due ebild, o by nave Josiah,
whe wng vhree vears old.  One oy, o Licrbert, whe had
Lecteurd, hall drossed, to reer ive Welson, eacluiined, on

Birnmg to s dresdngeroow, v Goos God il 1 did wot
P that great Glide san, of whow cverybody is co affaid,
phvtng i Ui went ey cuder the dimng-tabie, with

P v s cahd Wos e dayr aflerwards, More
At b ber 0 ctaee gt Dieed e bhim, aod thanked
TR Y b e af aheswn to her Hitle

Doy Her nen ot were oo 0 @ wionme s amd the
caps e g whose beovas s onily suse plible of ailach meat,
Fnd ne T aga o aeessity foe gochiting bis -
olitpiione s ad iviee before withleld oo from snavey-
ang. Fhoo wern wwse’ o March 110 VTRT Princee
Wit un Fews oo vio had eoie ove 20 the West Indies
the preceding wilten being presers, by i owu desive to
give away the Lride. Mo Herbert, her unele, was at
thir t1ne so mach displeased with L+ only doughser. that
he bad resolved to ‘&i.ﬁinh\:;'iu ter, ard leave his whole
fortune, which ‘was very great, to bisnicee.  But Nelson,
whose nature was too noble to lot him profit by an act of
injustice, inberfered, and sucocoded in roconciling the
presidont to-his <hild. | ’

- & Yesterday,” said, one of his naval friends, the day after
the wedding, “the navy lost one of ity greatest ernaments
by Nelson’s marriage. It is.a national loss that soch.an
officer should marry " had it not been for ihis, Nelson
would have become the greatest man in the service.”
The man was rightly estiwated ;3 buat he vho delivered ..

, i g
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this opinion did not understand the effect of domestio
- love'and ‘duty upon o mind of the true hevoic stamp.
- “We'rire often separate,” said Nelson, in a letter to
MysNisbet,'n few months before their marriage, “but
oty 'affections’ are not by any means on that accoiint
diminikhed. Our cowitry has the first demand for'igar
services; and private convenienice ¢r happiness must evoer:
give way to the public good. Duty is the great business
of a sea-officer : all private considerations must give way
to i, however painful” “Have you not often henyd,”
says he in another letter, “that salt water and shesence
always washaway love ! Now, I am such a heretic as not
to believe that article; for, behold, cvery morning I'have
had six pails of salt water pourved upon my head, and
instead of finding what scamen say to be true, it 'goes on
so contrary to the preseription, that you must perhaps see
me before the fixed time” More frequently his corre-
spondence breathed a dedper stinin. T write lebters to
you,” says he, “is the next grestest plensure T feel to
receiving them from you. What I experience when, I
read such as I am sure urc the pure seutiments of your
heart, wy poor pen cannot cxpress ; oaor, indeed, would I
give much for any pen or head which could express feel-
ings of that kind.  Absent from you, 1 fecl no pleasuie :
it s you who are cverything to me. Without you, 1
care ngh’ for this world ; for I have found lately nothing
in it but vexation and trouble. These are my presentg
sentiments. God Almighty grant they may never change!
Nor do I think they will. Indecd, there is, as far as
human knowledge can judge, a moral certainty that they
canuot ; for it must be real affection that brings ns toge-
‘ther, not interest or compalsion.” Sueh were the feclings
and such the Kense of duty, with which Nelson becirdé a
husband. N L
During his stay apon this station, he had ample oppor-
tunity of observing the seandalous practices of the con-
tractors, prize-agents, and other persons in the West
Indies connected with the naval service, When he was
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first left with the comand,.and bills wexe brought him "
4o sign for money which was owing for goods purchased "
for the navy, he required the original voucher, that he.
Thight exumine whethor those goods had boen really pur-
.chased at the market-price; but to produce vouchers
"wiguld not have been corvenient, and therefore was not
the cuztom.  Upon this Nelson wrobe to 8ir Charles Mid-
dlgton, then comptroller of the navy, representing the
abuses which were likely to be practised in this mannecr.
The answer which he received seemed to, imply that the
ms were thought sufficient; and thus Laving no
IAtive, lie was compelled, with bis eves open, to sub-
it o’ praclice oviginating in fraudulent imtentions.
Boon aflterwards, two Antignn merchants informed him
that ihey were privy to great frauds which had been
comunitbed upon Government in varions departinent:—at
Antigua, to the amount of nearly £500,000 ; at Lucie,
'£300,600 5 at Barbudoes, £250,000 ;"at Jumnaica, o pwards
of a miflion. The mformoers were both shrewd, sensible
dlen of business ; they did not affect to be actuated by a
sense of justice, but required a per-ceniage npon so much
a8 Government skould actually recover through their
moai.. Nelson eaumined the books and papers which
they preduced, and was convineed that Government had
been most infamously plundered. Vouchers, he found,
in that country, were no check whatever ; the principle
way, that “a thing was always worth what it would
bring :” and the merchants were in the habit of signing
vouchers for each other, without even the appenrance of
lsoking at the articles. These accounts he sent bome to
the different departaents which had been defrauded ; but
“the peculators were too powerful ; and the?f succeeded not
merely in impeding inquiry, but even in raising prejudices
against Nelson at the Board of Admiralty, which it was
mahy years before he could subdue, .
Owing, probably, to these prejudices, and the influence
of the peculators, he was treated, on his rcturn to Eng-
land, in & manncr which had nearly driven him from tho
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" mervice. ' Duiring tho thiee years that the Boress had
" yemainéd apon o station which is usually so fital, not &
single officer or man of her 'whole complement had died.
This alntost uncxpmpled instance of good health, thov
mostly, o dotbt, impatible to a healthy season, b
some measure, alio, e aseribed to. the wise conduct of thie
‘eaptain. He never. suffered the ships 1o remsin more
"than three or.four st a iinie at-any of the idands ;. and
when the hurricane-menths confined .him to English
Harbour, he encouraged all kinds of useful amuserents ;
music, dancing, and cudgelling among the wien ; thia,
"tricals among the officers ; anything which could em;ﬂo“ja
thejr attention, snd keep their spirits cheerful. L
‘The Boreas sarived in England in June. Nelson, who hid
many times been supposod to be consumptive when in ‘the
West Indies, and perhaps was saved from conswmption by
that climate, was #till jn a precarivus state’of hoalth;
and the raw, wet weather of one of our ungenial stim-
mers broughtt on cold, and sore-throat, and fover ; yéb
Lis vess was kept at the Norefrom the end of dnbe#ill
the cnd of November, serving as a slop and receiving
ship.  This unworthy treatinent, which maere yrebably
proceedod from intention than from neglect, excited in
Nelson the strongest indignation. During the whele five
months e seldom or never - quitted the ship, but rarried
on ‘the duty with strict and sullen attention. On the
morning when orders were reccived to prepare the Boreasj
for being jaid off, he expressed his joy to the senjd
officer in the Medwayssaying, “ It will rélease me.for over.”
from sn ingriatefal Pice, for it is my firm and winligs-
able determination-ffver again to sot my ot on beard &
king’s ship. ' Impmediately afteir my arival in towy, T
ﬁnﬁ wait on-the First Lord of the Admivilty, and resign
" my commission.” The offiger to whom he thrs comtatni-
cabed his intentioms bebaved in the wisest aud most
friendly manner ; fuy; finding it in vain to dissuade himn
in bis present state q}a tecling, he secretly interfored with
‘the Pirst Laid to save him from a step so injurious to
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himself; little .foresecing how. debply the welfare and
hoyour of England .were at that moment at stake. This.
inferference produesd a letter from Lord Howe, the -duy
bifope the sLip wegs . paid off, ‘intimating; a wish te’ see
‘Cuptain . Nelson as socn . ay he artived. m fown ; when,
“heing pleased  with. hwcdnmmn, fnd perfectly oon-
“vinced, by what was then'ekplained to him, of the pro-
prigty of his conduet, he dbsived: that Be might present him
to; thé King on ‘the first lewes.day ; and the gracious,
tmanner in which Nelson was then recoiyed cffcctually
wod his rescutiaent., o *
ufldes Mad been, fn- like manner, oxcitod againsh
Jhin friend, Prince Willism Henry. “Nothing is whnt-
ing sir,” said Nelson in one of his:letters, « to make you
the "darling of the English nation, but trath. Sorry I
atp o say, much to -the contrary has heen dispersed.”
This-was pot fattery ; for Nelson wiag no Uatteror. The
letter in which this pussage occurs shows in how wise
angd'noble & manner he dealt with the Prince, Oue of his
Roys! Highness’s officers had applied for u court-inavtial
g)on a point in which he was unquostionably wrong.
w Roysl Highness, however, while he supported his
own. charsober and nuthority, prevented the trial, which
maret have been injurious to a: brave and deserving man.
“Now that you are parted,” said Nelson, “ pardon me,
oy prince, when I presume to recommend: that' he may
stend in your royal favour as if he had never sailod with:
o and that at some future day you will serve him:
ere only wauts this to plate your couduct in the
highest point of view. None of us are without faflings ;
hisswas beiug rather too hasty ; but that, put i com-
petition with his Leing a good officer, will not, T am bold
0. #ay, be taken in the scalo against him. More able
friends than myself your Royal Hig'hness sy easily find,
and of more consequence in the Stute; but one more
attached and affectionate is not so easily mot with.
Princes seldom, very seldom, find a disinterested person to
communicate their thoughts to. I do not pretend to be
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“that person; but of this be assured by a ma:ixvvi'hoj,': T

trust, never did 4 dishonourable act, that T am interested
only that your Royal Highness should be the’ greatgst
and *best man, this country ever produced.” oA
Encouraged by the ‘condiict of Lord Howe, and by His'
reception at cowrt, Nelson renswed his attack upon thé'
peculators with fresh spirit. - He had interviews with”
Mr. Rose, Mr. Pitt, and Sir Charles Middleton ; to all of
whom he satisfactorily proved his charges. In conmue~
quence, it is sajfl, these very extensive public frands vwere
at length#ut in a proper train to bé provided against.in.
future ; his representations were ‘attended ‘to, and cvery
step'which he recommended was adopted. The investi-.
gation was put into a proper course, which ended in the
detcction and punishment of some of the culprits. An
immense saving was made to Government, and thus ite
attention was directeg to similar peculation in other
of the colonies, But it iy said also, that no mark of
conmmendation seems to have heen hestowed upon Nelson
fov his exertion. And it is justly remarked, that the
spivit of the navy cannot be preserved so effectuslly by
the liberal honours bestowed on officers when they are
woru out in the service; 8s by an attention to those who,
like Nelson at this part of his life, have ‘only their in-
tegrity and zeal ‘to bring them into notice. A. junior
officer, who had been left with the command at Jumaica,
received an additional allowance, for which Nelson had
applied in vain. Double, pay was allowed to overy arti-
ficer aud seaman employed in the naval yard: Nelson

had supevintendod Yhe 'whole business of that yard with
the most rigid e ess, and he, complained that he was

neglected.  “It Was most true” he said, “that the

trogble which he took to detect the fraudulent practiogs

then carricd on was no more than his duty ; but he little

thought that the expenses attending his frequent journeys

to 8t. John’gypon that duty (a distance of twelve miles), |
Wulﬁ have Tallen uponthis pay as captain of the Borens.”
oo '® Clarke and M Arthoy, vol.i., p. 107
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Nevertheless, the sense of what he thought unworthy,
usage did uob. 'diminish his zeal. “L” said he, . “ must .
still Buffet the wavos in search of—What? Alas! that.
“they ealted honour is now thought of no more. My
“foifyme, God knows, has grown worse for the gervice : 80
‘nlich for scrving my country.. But the devil, ever will-
Cingto deinpt the.virtuous, has made me offer, if any .
ships should be sent to destroy his Majesty of Moroceo's
orts, 10 he there; and I have some reason to think that,
"Shopld sny more comee of it, my humble services will be
mweﬁf‘é: 7 I have imvariably laid dewn, and .followed
clode, s plan of what ought to be uppermost in the breast
of ah oftreer—that it is much better to serve an ungrateful
country than to give up his own fawme. Posterity will do
him jutide.  An uniform course of honour and integrity
seldow fails of brivging a meun to the goal of fame at
Jast”™ '
The design ‘sgainst the Barbary jrates, like all other
“designs against them, was laid aside ; and Nelson took
hiwwite to his father’s parsonage, meaning only 'to pay him
u visit before they went to France; a project which he
Lad formed for the sake of avquiring a competent know-
ledge of the French Tanguage. PBut his father could not
héar to lose him thus nbnocessarily. Mr. Nelson bhad
long been an invalid suffering under paralytic and
wsthmatic affections, which, for' several hours efter he
rose m the morning, scarcely permitted him to speak.
He Lad been given over by bis physicians for this com-
plaint nearly forty years betore his denth, and was, for
many of his last years, obliged to ‘spend all his winters at
Bath, The sight of his son, he declared, had given him
new life. “ Dut, Horatio,” said he, “it would have bewn
. better that I had not been thus cheafed, if T am ro soon
ti be bercaved of you ugain,  Let me, my good son, sce;
vou whilvt T can. My age and infirmities increase, and I
. shall not Inst long,” To sach an appeal there could be
“wo veply. Nelson took up his,abode at the parsonage,
and maused himeelf with the sports and vceupatious of



40 LIFE OF NELSON.

the conntry. Sometimes he brsied himself with fayming
the glebe ; sometinics spent the eroater part of the day
in the garden, where ho would dig as if for the mere
pleasure of wearying himeell  Sometimes he went
a-bivdsnesting, like a_bay ; and in these expeditions Mis,
Nelson always, by his expres« desire, aceoinpaniod him,
Courdng was bis favourite awusewsent. Shooting, as he

ctised it, wag far too dangerous for his éompauions ;
or he carried his gun npon the. foll cock, as if he were
going to board an encay, and the moment & bird rose, he
It fly, withoul ever putiing the fowling<piect to lus
shoulder Tt i3 mei, therefore, oxtraordinary, what his
havg once shat a partridge should be rememehered by his
family among the remarkable ovents of his life.

Dut his time did not pese away thus without sote
vexatious eares {o ruflle il The affair of tho American
ships was not yet over, and he was agam pevierod v ith
threote of jrosecation, #I have written them word,”
save ke, “that Jwill have nothiuz to dn with themm, and
they wnvst art ag they think proper.  Governmens, 1 sup-
po~r, will do what is right, and nnt leave me in tho lopch.
We have beard enoueh latelv of the eonsequenco of the
Nuioation Aet to thie country.  Theyanay inke my por-
son ; but if ~ixpence would <ave e from a pro-gxtrlion,
I would uot give it” 1t was bix great ambition at thir
{ime to posscss a pony ; and haviug veselvod to sirchase
oue, ha'went o » fidr for thab purpose.  During his
glacncee, iwo mien abruptly entered the parsonsae, and
inquaed for bim.  They ihen askéd for Mus Nelson g
avd :fior they had fuade her ropeatedly declare ihat
she was really and tnly the captain’s wife presented
her with a writ, or unotification on the part of the
American captaing, who now laid their damages s%
£20 000, aud they charged her to give it to her husband
on hi- retwrr. Nelson having bought his pony, esme
home with it in bigh spirits,  He callod oub his wife to
admire the purchase and Twtn w0 all its exollences ;
wor was it till Ju  glee Dad in fome measure sub ided
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that the paper could be. jpreserted to kim, His indigra-
tion was excessivo; and, im the ‘apprebension that he
should be exposed to the anxieties of the suit, ‘and the
‘ruinous cousequences which might ensue, he cxclaimed,
: “’l’hxs affvorrt, cIl did not deserve. But T be trifled with
mo longer. Iawill write immediately to the Treasury ;
and if Government will not support me, 1 am resolved to
" lewve the country I”  Accordingly, be inforined the Trea-
sury, thut if a satisfactory answer were not seiit him by
_veturn of post, he should take refuge in France. To this
‘he expectod he should be driven, and for this he arranged
cverything with his characteristic rapidity of decision,
It was scitled that he should dopart immediately, and
Myrs. Nelson follow under the eare of his elder bLrother,

Maurice, ten days after him. But the answer wkick he
recpisadi frons Government quioted hix fears : it ~tated
thf in Nelson was a very good officer, and mnoeded

cr no apprehenswn, for he would assuredly Le
| suppoited. :

ollcie his disquietude upon this sulject seems to kave
ended. 5till he was not ob ease; ho wanted ewmploy-
ment; and was mortified that his arphc&twm for it pro-
duced no efiet.  « Not befug ainan’ of fortune,” he said,
“wag a crime which he was mmble to, get over, and there-
fore none of the great cared aboyg him.” Repeatedly he
requested the Admiralty that (i, would not leave him
to rust in indolence. - During; mment which was
made upon oceasion of the dis oncerning Nootka
Sound, he renewed hisapplicatiol®, d@l his steady friend,
Prince William, -who m:l .then oot created Duke of
‘Clarence, recommmended him to Lord Chatham. The
failure of- t]ug :recommendation wounded him so lmenly,
“that he again thought of retiring from the service in
‘dirgust—a resolution from which nothing bnt the urgenit
mmouﬂtmnces of Lord Hood induced him gbo desxst. '
Hearing that the Raisonpable, in whg 2 2
‘menced hix career, was ‘be commmo
”er This also was' in vain ; a.nd 2,490

. _\,5 .
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his part toward Lord Hood, beosuse that sxeellont officer
did not use his jnflucnce with Lord Chatham upon this
oocasion. Lord Houd, however, had certsinly sufficiont
reasons for not interfemng; for he cver eontinued his
steady friend. In‘the winter of 1792, when we were on the
cve of the revolutionary war, Nelvon onoe auore offered his
services, enrtestly requested a ship, and added, that if their
Tordships shonld be pleased to appoint him 1o a cockle-
boat, he shonld feel satisBed.  He was snswered in the
usnal official form @ ¥ Nir, I have received yom Juttor of
the 5th iustunt, exprowding your readiness %o serve, and
have read the sawte to wy Lovds Cowmmjesioners of the
Admirslty.” On the 12th of December he recaved this
dry acknowledewent. The fresh mortifieation did not,
however, affect hiwn lung ; for, by the joint interest of the
Duke and Lord Iood, he was appointed, ¥n the g0th of
January following, to the .tgumemnon, of sivty-foaf*i;uus.

CHAPTER I1I.

The Jyamemnon sent o the Meditarranean- Conmnencement of Ne) on'’s ac~
quumance with s5r W  Hamilton—He 48 sont ta Curuen, to co-opcrate
with Pagli—Stute of Affalrs {n that lsland. Nelevn undertahc« *he duge ot
Bustin, &nd 1¢dnces 1t—~Takes & Disunginshed Part 1 the Sur ot Cal,
w hete he loses an Eve—Adndital Hothantls Action—The Agamemnon ordosed
1o Uenon, tu co-operatp with the Austrdan and Sardiuan 1arces - Gross
Misrgnttuct of triay General

“THERE AYe 1) iné;s young gentleman,” said
Nelson to one of Bin inidshiy en, “which you are con-
stontly to boar o mind. t, you must always iu-

* plicitly ohey orders, withvut attemphing to form any
opipion of your own respiecting their propriety. Sceondly,
must consider every man your enemy who spraks ilt
your Bing; and, thirdly, you must hate a Frenchuan
dgithe devil” With these feelingr he engaged iu
war 'Sy osigh, his son-infy, went with him, a» a




APPOINTED 0 THL AGAMEMNON. 43

The Ayamemnon wes ordered to the Mediterrancan,
under Lord Hood, The fcet arrived in those sens at a
time when the South of France would wilbugly have
fornod itself into a separate vepublic, under the protoction
of England.  But good principles had heen at that time
perlously abused by ignoraut and profligube men , and,
w its four and hatred of deanoeracy, the Eunglish Govern-
meut abhorrgd whatever was ropublican. Lord Hooil
coutd not take advantage of the fair oceasion which pre-
sented iteclf, and which, if it had bren seigzed with
vigonr, wight have cuded in dividing France ; hut he
negotsated with the people of Toulon, to take posscssion
provicionmlly of their porv aud city , which, fatally for
themselves, was done.  Before the Lritwh flest enfered,
Nehon was sent with despatches to Sir Willivm Hamilton,
our envoy at'the court of Naples Sir Willinm, atier hig
fitst terview with him, told Lady annlton e was
about to mttwodvee a hittle mnn te her, who could not
hoast of bemg very handsome, but sach 2 man as, he
biLeved, would oo day astonish the world  © 1 have
never before,” he eontinued,  cutertared an offieer at my
houee, It 1 oan detersumed to hrmg him here It him
be put in the roowm prepured for Prince Augostna” Thus
that arquaintance began which ended in tho destruction
of Nelsonw's doutestiv happiness. Tt geemed to threaton no
suh conwequenees at 1y commencerent.  He spoke of
Ly Hamnilton, in a lettor to his wife, us a young woman
of amiable wuuners, who did bowvur to the station to
whieh she had beon maised ; aud he remarked that she
had been exceodingly kmd to Josiah.  The activity with
which the envoy oxer bed himself in procuring tioops from
Naples to askist in gawm woning Toulon «o dehyghted bim
that he iy said to have exclaimed, " Nir Wilham, you are
a mau after my own heart ! you do busivews in my own
way :” and theu to have added, I um now only a ca tain,
but I will, of 1 hve, be al the top of the tree” {l’{e.!'q,
also, that nequaintancegyith the Neapolitan Court som-
weneed, which led to the only hlot upen Nelson’s public
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chaructor, The King, who was sincere at Hime in his
cumiity to the Trench, called the English the saviours of
Haly, und of his dominions in particular. He paid the
wost flattering attentions to Nelson, made him dime with
lum, and ~catod him at his vight band.

Having accoinplished this mission, Nelson reccived
orden to juin Conimodore Linzee, at Tunis. On the way,
Bive ~ 1l of the enemy wers discovered ofl the coast of
Sardinta, sud he chused thom. They proved to be thres
41-gun irigates, with a corvotte of 24 and a bng of 12,
The dgamenmon had ouly 345 men at quariers, having
Landed part of hor orew at Toulon, and otherx bang abe ¢nt
in prizes e cmne near cnough one of 1ho trigates to
cugage her, nt at great disadvantage, the Frenchman
maneuvring well, and suiling grontly better. A ruunmg
fielt of three hours ensued, during which the other ships,
which were ab some distance, made all speed to come ap,
By thi tuwe the caomy was almost silenced, wheu a
tovomable change of wind enabled her to get out ot the
e of vhe dgamennor’s guns ; and that ship had
reconved so mueh dunage in the rigeing that she conld
not follow her.  Ndson, coneeiving that this was but the
fovcruaner of o far wore serious engagemeny, culled his
oflicers togeihar, and asked them if the ship was fit to go
into action againstench a superior foree, without some
small rofit and refreshment for the ment Their .uswer
was. that she ourtainly was not. o then guve these
orders —* Yecr the ship, lay her head to the west-
ward ; let sonte of the tr en be employed in refitting
the rigging, and the carpenter getting erows and capstan-
bars. o provent our wounded spars from coming down ;
ad get the wine up for the people, with some bread, for
it umy be holf an hour good before wo are again in
action.” DBut wheu the French came up, their conr.de
made signals of distiess, and thoy all hoisted out their
boats to go o ber assistance, leaving the dgumemnon
unmelested, K

Nelson fgund Coramodore Linzee at Tunw, wharc he
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had: been sont to expostulate with the Dey upon the im-
policy of his supporting the revolutionsry Government of
France.. ' Nelson represenyed to him the atrocity of that
Government. Such argutents were of little ‘avail in
Barbary ; and when' the Dey was' told that the French
had put their sovereign to death; he drily replied, that
“nothing could be more heidous ; and yet, if historiany-
told the truth, the English had once done the same”
This answer had doubtless been suggested by the French
ahout him : they had completely gained the ascendancy;
-gmd all negotiations on our part proved truitless. Shortly
afterwards, Nalson way detached with a -small squadrom,
sto co-operate with General Paoli and the Anti-Gallican
party in Corsica.. . #

Sowe thirty years before this titae, the heroic patriotism
of the Corsicans, axtd of their leadeér Paoli, had been the
admiration of England, The history of these brave people
is but 2 welancholy tale. The islanl which they inhabit
has been sbundantly blessed by nature : it has many ex-
ctllent havbours ; end though the maleria, or pestilential
atmosphere, which i8 so deadly in many parts of Italy,
and of the Italian islands, prevails on the eastern coast,
ehe greater part of the country is mountainous and
fiealthy. It 1s'about 150 miles. long; and from forty to
hfty Lrond; in cirenmference; some 320 : a country large
trough, and sufficiently distant from the nearest shores, to
have subsisted as an independent State, if the welfare and
happiness of the human race had ever been considered as
tho end and aim of policy. The Moors, the Pisans, the
Kings of Arragon, and the Genoess, suctessively attempbed,

“and each for a time effected its conquest. The yoko of
the Genocse continued longest, and was the heaviest.
These petty tyrants rled with an iron rod; and when
at auy time a patriot Tose to resist their oppressions, if
they tuiled to subdue him by forcc, they resorted to assas-
sination. At the commencement of the last confury,.
they quelled oue revolt by the aid of Gerwman nuxiliaries,
whom ilie Emperov Cherles VI sent against a people
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who had tever offonded him, and who were fighting for
whatéver is most dear to man. In 1734, the war was
rebewed, ; and Theodore, a Westpbalian baron, then wp-
upon the stage. 1n Mn&m were Db acow
tomed to 4ee adventurcrs p}:{ﬁw ingdoms, aad Theodore
betame the common talk of Europe. He bad served in
the Frenchrarmics ; and having sfterwards heen neticed
both by Ripperds. and Alberoni, their exawpde perhaps
joflamed & spirit as ambitious and as unprineijded as their
owa. Hce emplpyed the whole of his means in raising
money and procuring axms ; then wrote to the leaders of
the Corsican patriots, to offer the sonsideryble savistance,
if they would ervect Corsios into an imdependont king--
dom, andelect bim king, "When he Janded among them,
they were struck with his stately person, his dignified
manners, and imposing talents : they belivved the magni~
ficent promises of foreign assistrace which he hold out,
and clectod him king sceordingly. Had his menus been
as he represeated thima, they could not have acted more
wisely than iu thes at onee fixing the guvermment of them
country, and putting su end to those rivalries amony the
leading furilies wluch had su oftén proved pernicious to
the public weul He struck noney, conforred tithes,
blocked up the fortifivd towns which were held by the
Genoese, and amused the people with proinises of asaist-
ance for «hout eight wmonths ; then porvviving that they
cooled iu their affeciivns toward bhim in proportion as
their expoeetations were disappointed, bo left the idand,
under the ples of expediting hiinself the succours which he
had so long awsited.® Soch way his address, that he pro-
affed upon severnd rich suerchants in Hollsud, particn-.
8 the Jews, to trust him with canmon and wurlike
e to n greatgmnount. They shipped these under the
Barie of a supercargo. Theodore retwrned with this
upercargo to Cornica, and put hit to death on his 2ivival,
e the shortest way of wcttling the accouut, The remaiwder
rof his life was a seties of deserved afflickions. Ffe threw
in the stores.which he had thus fraudulently obtained,

- pl
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out he did not dare to land, for Genoa had 0w ealled in
the Fronch to their wssistanes, and o price had been set
upon his head. His dreams of royalty werc now at an
end . ho ook rofupe iz Londaen, contracted debty, and was
thrown into theg;ﬁng% Besoh, After lingering there
ninuty yeard, he waa relensed wndar an act of insolvency §
in ¢nusequentoe of which, he snade over the kingdom of
Covsien for the ase of his croditory, aud died shortly after
hiy delis orauce,

The Freuch, who have never asted a,gencrous part in
the history of the wosld, readily entered into the views of
the Gonocse, which actoriled with theix own policy ; fw
such was thew ascondnney ot Genoa that, in snbduing
Curaen for their allies, they were in fact suldugug 7t for
themaelves. They entered into the contest, therefore,
with thor usual vigonr and their wagl auelty. It was
in vain that the Corsicans addresscd a most affecting
momortal to the Uourt of Werneilles, that remorseless
Uovernment  persisted in its Hagitioug project. They
poured in trovps , diessed 8 paaboof them Tike the peoplo
of the vountry, by which mwans they deceived and de-
stroyed 1many of ithe putrieds ; cub down the standiug
corn, the vinew. and the olivew; se¢t fire Lo the villages,
snd bung ell the wmout able add active men who fell into
therr hands A war of this kind may be carried on with
specess againgt & countiy so smesll amd so thinly peoplod
ay Corsien,  Ilaving rcduced the island {u perlect ner-
vilwle, which they called peace, the French withdrew
their forces,  As soon as they were gouwe, men, womon,
and boys rose ab once agmnst thar oppressors, The
ciprumstances of 1he times weie now favourable to th¥m ;
aund soe Laitish shipy, asting w3 allies of Sardindg, bom-
barded Dostia and 8t Fiorenro, and delivered them juto
the hands of the patriots.  This worvice was loyg remems
bered with gratiwude, The hnpression mado upon ovur
own countrymen was loss tovoutable. They had wituessed
the heart-buruiug of rival chuiefs, and the dinensions
aumong the pairiots; and percennving the state of bar-
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harism 1o which continual eppression and habils of law-
tess turhulence had te lnced the natibm bd not rocollect
that the vioos of the people were owing to thoir unbappy
sircumstahees, but thut the vistues which they displayed
arose from their own natute.  This focling, perhups, ins
fluenzed the British Court, when, in 1716, Umsica ollered
to put herscif under the protestion of Groat Britun, An
answer wos returned exqwossing salisfaction nd such a
commuivation, hoping that {he Cor-icans wourldd preseive
the same seuti-nonts, but signifying also that the preseut
w1s not the time for suoh a sacasnre,

These bruve ilanders theo formed o povern nent dor
thems lves, under two lesdws Gaffori and Matra, wbo
biad the gitle of protectors  *The latter is 10) resented as
n partnan of Genos, favewdug the views of (he opjnessors
of hiy conntry by the moct treasonable nieans,  Ghffurd
wa 2 hoo worthy of ald times  Tfis eloguence was long
rconvamte d with adudestion. A baud of nsucsing was
o e advanang against b § hwe heard of theiv approach,
went oub to moet them, and, with a o raee dieuity which
o erawad tham, reqouested them to haar um  he tien
wpoko to thewm g foreibly of the distiesses of their connuy,
ber intolerable wrongy, and the hopes and views of Lheir
brethren in a1ms, that the very men who had heou hived to
murder hun tell at his feet, iraplored his forgivenc -y, and
joined his bauner. 'While he was hesieging the Cienoose
in Corte, a pert of the ganison porceiving the purse with
his cldest son, then an infant 110 arine, straying st o Litle
distance from the carep, «uddenly sitlicd out and seized
them. The use they mnde of their persons was in con-
forudity to their waual oxeerablo conduct. When Gaffor:
advanced tv bater the walls, they held the child
directly over that part of the wall at wle?i the guns
worg'Pointed.  The Cozsicans stopped , but Gaflori stund
at $eir head, und ordered tham to condinne the foe
Pyl idensially, the child esespo d, and lided to relate, with
%:'ommq fooling, & fart sv hoavarable tp his labha

at father condodtod the affiivs of the idand {1 1753,
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when he was assvasvingbod by some wrotehes, sob on, it i3
bolioved, by Goeuog, but cortainly pensioned by that abo-
minnkle Govormmeny Jfter the deed.  He left tho conntry
in snch o state that it was cuabled to continne the war
two yewsy after his deatll witbout a leader ; then they
found oue worlhy of their canse in Pasquale do Paoli.
Paol’s tather was one of the patriot, who eflected their
eseape froip Cornica when the French roduced H to obe-
dience. He retired to Naples, and brou Lt up thes s
youngest son in the Newpolitan sevvice  The Corsieany
bard of yonuy Prolis ubilities, and soliciicd Bim to come
over to his nabtive coancry, and take the command,  He
d:d vob nesitile long; hi. futher, who wa. too far ad-
vauced in years to take an active part Jumsell, enyouraeed
him to go; and when they sepmated, the old'man 1l
on hisvech, aod kissed hiw, and gave him bis ble Lig.
“ My sou,” sined he, “perhnps 1 may never (ee you moze;;
hot ty my mind T shall ever ho jiespat with you  Your
deabgn iy greab and nohle, and T doubs aob bat God wall
b yon e in I sholl dovote bo your eause the little res
maduder o wy Bie in offering up wy prayers for your
seews " When Pabli assumed the command, he found
al} tldug s in confasion : he forwed a demoeratical govorn-
an n#, of which ho was cho en chicf ; reslored the antho-
rity of the luws; esrablished an wuivernity ; and took
such measares, both for reprossing abuws and mouldipy
the rsing generation, that, i Peance had uot intorfored,
upon its wicked and detestable prineijie of usurpation,
Comica wight. ut this day, have heey ud free, and flon-
vishing, and bappy o comnonwealth as auy of the Gro-
cing Suwtos tu tha days of their prosperivy, The Geuovse
wera ab this time driven out of ihoir fortified sowns, aad
must in 4 short time have been expelled. France was
indebted some millions of livied to Genea : it was not
conveiiens to pay Lhis money ; uo thie Fronch minisier pro-
po-ed to the Genoese that sho should dincharqe the deht
by sending six babtalious to serve in (losica for four
vourw.  The indignation which this cenduct ¢xvited in all
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gencrons hearty was forcibly exprdssed by Roussess, who,
with all his errors, was seldom defigleug in feeling fur the
wrongs of kmmanity, “ You FrenchwSn,” said he, wiithng
to.one of that people, “are a thorouchly servile atjon,
thoronghly sold to tyranny, théroughly el and releute
leds in povsecuting the unhappy. i they knew of a.freo-
muan ai the uther end of the wuild, 1 helievs thoy would
go thither foi the mere pleasure of extirpating him.”

The inwediate object of the Freuch happeued to be
purely mercenary ; they wanted to clear off their dobt to
Urnoa 5 and as the presence of their troops in the island
el cted this, they nimed ab doing the people no farther
misluef.  Would that the gonduct of England Led been
at this tune free from reproach ! but a jeoclumation was
issuod by the Euglish Government, after the peacs of Parjs,
prohibiting sy intercuurse with the tebels of Corsica.
Pali wuid he did not expect this from Great Britain.
This ure st wman wus deservedly proud of his econntry, *J
defy Rome. Sparta, oy Thebey,” he wordd spy, “ 1o show
me thirty years of such patudobisni as Corsica can hoast f”
Avaihing umself of the rospite which the wactiyity of
the French and the weakness of the Genness allowed, he
prosecuted his plans of civilising the people.  He wwd to
say, that though be bad aw wawpesksble pride in the
prospept of the fame to wlneh he avpired, yet, if he coald
bygt render his countrymen happy, he could be content to
b furgotten. 1> own jmportance he uever affvcied to
underpalie. “We are uow Lo our couutsy,” swid be, “ like
the jrophet Elidha wirotched over the dead child of ihe
Shunamite—aye 0 eye, uvse to nose, wmouth to mouth.
It Lugigh to gecover warmath, and to rovive: X hope it
will ye in il healdh and vigrm.”

But when the fory yeuwsa weare gxpired, ¥rance pame
chaged the sowmiﬁuty of Comden the Genoewe for
millions of Hvres: as if thd Gengose had Loen
itked $o sull it a8 il any Largain and swle counld juslify
ve coumbry in taking jwwession of aolber sgainst the
*Wf the inhabibpods, and bubchering all who oppose the
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wnrpstion ! Among the enormities which France has -
commmitted, this ssbion seems Lut as a dpeck; yeb the
foulest murderer thit ever suffered by the band of the
excemtioper huy infinitcly loss guilt upon his soal than the
statesman who concinded this treaty, and the monareh
who ganctioned and confiumed it A desperate and glo-
Tiou, resisiance was'made ; but it was in vain, No power
imterposad in behalf of these injured islanders, and the
French poared 1n a3 many tyoops as were required. They
offered to confitm Puoli 1n the suprome anthority, ouly on
evneition that he would hold it wnder their Government.
His auswer way, that “the roeks which suriounded hin
should melt away before he would hotray a cause which
ho hold i common with the poorvst Cuwsicsn.” This
peoplo then set a prics upon his head  Puring two can-
paigns he kept them i Day : they overpowered him at
lengih; he was driven to the shore, and, having csca

on ship-board, tovk refuge in Englasd Tt is eaid that
Lord Bbelhurno resigned bis weat in the cabinet because
the Ministry looked on withont atteaying to prevent
Trauee from succeoding iu this abuwinsble wud weportant
et of agorandisement,  In sone vespect, however, our
country arted as Lewsme her  Paoli was weloumed with
the honours which he descrved ; a pension of L1200 was
immediately granted lim, and providon was liberally
made for hny elder brother and bis neph w.

Abmve wenty ycars Paoli remained in England, enjoying
the frinndship of the wise aud the adinratiou of the good.
But whon the French Rovolution hegau, it seemed as if’ the
restoration of Corsica was 8t band, The whole country,
as 1f animated by ome spurit, rose and demanded Hberty ;
and the natioual assembly passed o decree, recogmising the
island a3 » department of France, and therefore entitled to
all the privileges of the new Fremh sonstitation. This
satisfiod the Corsiduny, wlich it ought npot to have doue
and Peoli; in whom the ardour of youth was past,
thut his countrymen were ¢ontrutod, and helieving that
they were aboub to cnjoy v staste of freedom, nattrally .
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wished to retwrn to his native cousttry. * He resigiied his
pension in the year 1790, and appeared at the bax of the:
nssombly with the Corsican deputies when they took the
oath of fidelity to France. . Bat tho course of events in
Fraage soon dispelled. those hopes of a new and better
order of things, which Paoli, in common with so thany of
the friends of hwmaukind, had indniged § and perceiving,
after the execution of the king, that u civil war was about
to ‘ensue, of which no man could foresee the ssuo, he pre-
§m'ed to break the connexion between Corsica and the
rench republie. The Convention suspecting sach a design,
and perhaps ocoasioning it by their suspicions, ordered
him to their bar. That way, he ‘well kpew, led bo the
guiliotine ; and, returning a respectfnl answer, he declared
that he would mever be found wanting. in his duty, but
pleaded age and infirmity a3 a reason for disobeying the.
summons. 'Their ‘sccond order was more summezry: and
tho French troops who were in Corsica,aided by-those of
the natives, who.were ither influcneed: by hereditary
party-teclings, or who were sincere in jacobinism, took the
field against him. . Buyb the people were with hisn. He
repaived to Corte, the capitak of the idand, and was again
invested with the authority whick he had held in the
noonday of bis fame.' The Conventivn upon this de-
nounced- hire as a robpl, and set .a price upon his“head.
It wag mot the first tim that. Franee had prosoribed
Paoli, - . L - :
Paoli now opened 2 porrespondonce with: Lord Hood,
promijsing, if the English would make an attack wpon 8t.
Fiorengo from the sen, he would at the same time attack
it bylsud. This promise he was unable to perform ; and
Commodore Linzes, who, in’ reliance upon it, was sent
n. this service, was repulsed with some loss. Tord
bd,’ who had now been compelled to evacuate Tounlon,
eted Puoliof intentionally deceiving him. This was
gn injurious suspicion. Bhortly afterwards. he despatched
Lieutenant-Colonel (afterwards 8ir John) Moore and Major
Koehlar to.confer; with him upon a plan of cperations. ’
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ir (hlbert Elliott aceompanied thew ; and it was agreed
upon that, in convideration of the suceonrs, hoth military
and naval, v hich his Britannic Majesty <hould wfford for
tho purpo~c of expelling the French, the island of Corsica
should Le delivered into the immediate possession of his
Majerty, aud biud itself Lo acquiesce in any settloment he
amight approve of concerning its govermmnent and its future
reluteon with Great Biitain,.  While thiy negotiation was
golug on, Nelson anused off the idland with a swall
cquadron, to eveny the enény from throwing in sup-
phis. Closa to 8L, Fiorenzo the French had a stos chouse
ot flour, near geir only mill : he watehed an opportunity,
aud londed 120 men, who {hrew the flour into the gea,
barnt the aill, and re-embarked hefore 1000 men, who
were senb against hil, eonld occasion them the loss of &
single wan. While he exerted lum oll thus, keepmg out
4l wupplies, intorcepting  despatche, atbu king then out-
pois and forts, and cutting ont venels from the hay—a
specigs of warfare which depresse, the ¢ pirit of an enumy
Cven more thau it fujures them, because of the sence of
individnal superiority whiel . indienies in the amsailants
— troops weve landed, and St Fiorenzo was besiegod.
The Freuch, finding theruselves wuable to namtain that
post, sunk ene of their {rigates, bumt another, and ye-
treaterd {o DBastin  Lord Hood «ubmitted 1o General
Dundas, who commanded the land-forees, & plan for the
reduction of ihix place.  The general dechued co-ope-
1ating, thinking the attompt iropracticshle, withoul a
reinforcement of 2000 men, which he expocted from
Gibealtar.  Upon this Lord Hood determuned to reduco
it with the naval force under his command , and lesving
pat of his fleet offf Toulon, he campe with tho rest 1o
Ba-tia.

Tle showed a proper sense of respeet for Nelson's ser-
viees, and of confidence in his talents, by taking care not
to bring with him any vlder captain. A fow days beforo
their arrival, Nelson had bad what he called a brosh with
the enewy, 1t Thad had with me five hundred troops,”
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be said, “ to a certsinty X should have stormed the tows ;
and Ibeliave it might have been carmied Armiex go so
elow, that scamen think they nevermeusn to get forward ;
but I dare say they act on a smrer principle, although we
seldom fail ”  Duwing this partial adtien, our army sp-+
peared upon the heights ; and, having veconnoitved the
place, returned to St Fiorenzo. “What the penoral
could bave seen to make a retreat necossary,” said Nelson,
“1 omunot comprehend. A thousand wen woukl cor-
tawmly take Dantia ; with five hundred and Agamemreon 1
would attempt it My seamen arc now what Britwsh »ea~
weu ought to be—sImont invineible. They really mind
shot no more than peas” Gevers] Dundas had not the
same coufidence. ¢ Aftor mature oonsideration,” waid be
in a letter to Lowd Tood, “and s personal in: pection fup
several duys of all crcumstances, local 2y woll as othery, [
conader the siege of Bastia, with pur present reenus and
toree, to he a most ,isionary and rash attempt, such a8
no officer would be. justified i undeptaking” Lord
Hood repliedh that nothing would be more gratifyingsto
his feelings thrn to bave the whole responsibility npon
Iamsol ; snd that he was ready and willing to wdlertuke
the reduction of the place at his own risk, with the force
and means at presont thers. General d’Aubant, who
suce at thie time to the command of the army, caiu-
cided in opinion with his predecessor, and did not thnk
1t nght to furnish hip lordship witha single woldier, caunon,
or auy stores  Lord Hood conld only obtain & few artil-
lerymen , and*ptdering en bosrd that part of the tmopw"
who, having b¥n crubsrked as marines, were burne on
the shipr’ boaks as part of then respective complements,
he began the siege with 1,183 soldiers, artillerymen. and*
marines, and 250 sailors ' We are but few,” saxl Nelson,
“but of the right sort , onr general at®t Fiorenzo not
giving us one of the five regiments he has there lymng
idle.”

These men were landed on the 4th of April, under
Lieatenant-Colonel Villettes and Nelson. who had now
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scquived from the army the title of brigadier. Guns wete
draggod hy the silars up heights where it appoared almogt *
impostible Lo convey thew; a work of the greatest diffi-
cnlty, and which Nelesau said could never, in hiy opinion,
have been.accomjdivhed by eny but Dritish seamen. The
spldiers, though ldss dexterous in such service, becauve
not necustowed, ko sailors, to habitual desterity, behayod
with eqmal spizit,  *Thoir zenl,” said the bricadier, *is
slwost mesamplel.  There iy not o mon but cousiders
bivlf as per«onally intercibed in the event, and deserted
by the geneeal. It hes, 1 am porsvaded. made them
equnl to double their nwbiers.” Tlae is one proof of
many {hat, for our soldiens to cgued our soawon, it 15 only
necoseary for thug to be cqually woll cowanded,  They
have the swue heart and soul as well as the vewo flosh
and blood  Too mmch may, indeed, be exacted from
there iu o rotreat ) bt sot thelr face towinds a foe, und
thera i nothing wathin the veach o hinnaa achievemeot
which they cannet perform.  The French had bnproved
the leesure which onr auilitary commaudor hid adlowed
tham, and bLefore Lovd Hood comomenced his vperations,
her hud the mortification of seeing that the enemv were
vvary dov ciceting new works, strenguhbening old ounes,
aud rendering the attempt more diffiowlt.  La Unmbe 85,
Michel, the comuissioner from the Nutionnl Convbntion,
wito wa= in the rity, replied in thess termns 40 the rum-
wons nf the British aduwiral: “T have hot shot #or your
shipgand bayonets for your troops.  When twe-third, of
ont weu are Liled, T wall they teust to the generosity of
the Enghsh' The sioge, however, was not sostained
with the firmuess whirh such a reply secmed to angur.
On the 19th of May a treaty of eapitulution was begum ;
that same evening the troops from 8t Fiorenzo wade
their appearance on the hills; and, on tho followiug
morning, General D’Aubant srvived with the whole army
to take possesion of Bustia,
., The eyent of the siece had justifiod the confidenos of
the snilors; bt they thewselves excused the opinion of
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the genersls, when they saw what they bad doue, " 4% )

am all astonishmwent,” said Nelson, “when I refiéct, on®

what . we have achigved: 1000 regulars, 1500 nationsl’
guaeds, and a laxge party of Corsican “trodps, 4000 in ally’
laying down thelr arins to 1200 ‘sqldiers, tourine$, aiid"
seamen ! 1 always was of opirion, huve ever acted up to '
it, aud never had awy reason 0 xepent it, that ono
Englishman was ‘equal;to three Ppenchmen. Hud this:
been nn English town, T am gure it wonld not have been
taken by them.” "When. it had been resolved to attack
the place, the eneniy were supposed. to be far infarior in
number; and it was not till the whole had beey arranged,
and the siege publicly underialken, that Nelson recerved
certuin information of the grest superiority of the garri-
won, This intelligence he kept secret, fearing lest, if so
fair a pretext were atforded, the attempt wonld.'be-aban-
doped. “My own bonour,” sald he to his wife, ““ Lord.
Hood’s hanour, and t¥e louour of our country, must bave
been sacrificed, had T mobtioned what I knew; therefore:
you will belisve what must have been my feelings durimy
the whole siege, when T had often proposals made to we
to write to Lord Hood ‘to raize it.” © Those very peiwons
who thus advised him were rewarded for their conduct ug.
tho sigge of Bastia: Nelson, by whom it iay truly be
affivmed that Bastis was takoen, received o roward.
Lord Hood's thanks to him, both public and private,
were, 88 he himself said, the handeomest Wwhich aan.
could give : but bis signal merits were not ko mentoned
in the despatches as to make them sufliciently known to
the nation, nor to obtain for him from Government those
honours to which they so amply entitled him. This eould
only have arisen from the haste in which the despatches
werggwrishen ; certainly not from any deliberate purpose,
Jor . Lord Hood was uniformly hiv steady and sincere
ighd .

'Om; of the cartel’s ships, which carried tho garrison of
JPastin 1o Toulon, brought back intellizencs that the
French were about 1o sail fron that port ; such exertions

E
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&ﬁ they made.fo repair the dumage dobe at the evacuss
tiop, and. to fit.ont a flet. The mtelligence was gpeedily ™
verified - Tord Hood cailed in quest of them toward-the
islandg. of Hieres, The Agamemnen was with hin. #I
pray God,” said Nelron, wwitingto his wife, «that we'
may meet their feet. . If any accidént. should happea to
anv, 1 am sure my conduct will be zueh a8 will entitle you
w the royal favoni-—not that I have the Teast ides but
L shall retorn to you, and fdll of honodr'; if not, the
Lord’s will be done. My name shall never be g dismace -
o those who may bolong to we. The little T have, I
have given to Jon, except a small annuity. 1 witht wis
more ; but T have never gob. a. fvrthing dishonestlyeit
doscends from elean hands,  Whatevér fate awhils me, L'
pray God e bless you,. and preserve you, for your som’s
sake.” With & mind thus prepared, and thus confident,’
*his Lopey and wishes seened on e point ‘of Befug grati-
fied, when the enemy wero discovered close under the
Tapd. near 8t. Tropez. The wind fell, and preventad
Fard Hood from getting betwoen thein and the shorve, as
he designed.  Boata: came out froro Antibes, and other
places, fo their. assistance, wnd towed them within the
shoals in Gourjean roads, where they woye protectod by
the betberies on isles St. Honors and St. Maryuerite, and
on Cape Gavousse. Here the Englisl admiral planmed a
uew mode of attack, meaning to donble on five of the
neyrest ships ; but vhe wind again Jdied away, and it was
found that they had anchored in compact order, guarding
the only passage for large ships. There was no way of
clfecting this passage, except by towing or warpisis the
vessels ; gnd.this remdered the attempt impracticable.
For this time the enemy escaped’; but Nelsgp bere in
mind the sdsrable plan of attack whicth Lord Hood had ;
devised, and there came a day when they felf its tremen- -
dous eflects. . o
. 'The dgomemngn was now despatched to co-operate ay’
the siege of Calvi with General Sir Charles Stuart, au officer
who, unfortunately for bis eountry, nover hisd an adeguate
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field allotted him for the display of those eminent talents
which were, $0 all who knew himn, so conspicuous.®*  Nel-
son had less responsibility here than at Bastis, and was
acting with & man after his own heart, who was never
sparing of himself and slept every, night in the advanced
battery, - But the service was not léss hard than that of
“the former siege. ., “ We will {ag ourselves to death,” said
he $0 Lord Hood, “before any blame shall lie at our dours.
T trust it will not “he forgotten shat twenty-five picces of
heavy orduanve have been drapged.to the different bat-
teries, moynted, and, all but three; fought by seamen,
except one artillery-man to point the guns.® Tho climate
proved move destructive than the service; for this was
‘during tho lion-sun, a3 they there call our season of the
‘dog-days. Of 2000 mon, above half were sick, and the rest
like so many phantoms. Nelson described himwself ax the
reod awmong the oaks, bowing before the storm when they
were laid low by it. *“All the prevailing disorders have
attacked me,” said he, “but I have not strength cuvugh
for them to fasten on,” The loss frown the enemy wos ndt
great, but Nelson received a serious injury : a shot struck
the ground unesr hiny, and drove the sand and smuld gravel
into one of his eyes.  He spoke of it slightly at the time.
‘Writiug the same day to Lord Hood, ke only ssid that
he got a little hwt that morning, not mueh ; cvd the
next day, he said, be should be able to attend s duly in
the evening. In fact,, he suftered it to confine him only
oue day ; but the sight was lost. ‘
After the fall of Calvi, his services were, by a strang
omission, altogether overlooked, and hjs name was not
oven mentioned in the list of wounded. Thix was no
ways imputable to the admirel, for he sent howe to.,
-Government Nelsow's jourpal of the siege, that they
might, fully understand. the nature of bis indefatigable
ongimncqualled cxertions. If those exertious were nob
remdrded in the copspiocuous manner which they descrved,

K * Lord Melditie wap fully seusible of these talonts, and Love testinony to {lem
330 e hang st menne after far Charles’s deatl, PN
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the finlt way in the Administration of iho day, not in
Lord Hood. Nolvon felt himself neglected. ¢ One
hundred and tan days,” aaid he, 1 have been actually
engaged, ab sca and on shore, against the enemy ; throe
actions ngainst ships, two against Bastia in my ship, four
boat-ations, and two villages token, and twelve sail of
vessels burnt. T do not know that anyone has done more.
I have bad the comiort to be always applauded by my
commander-in-chief, but never to be rewavded ; and,
what 15 100re mortifying, for serviees in which 1 have
been wounded, others have boeen praised whe, at the
tane time, ware actuully in bed, far from the seeme of
action!  They huve not done me justice, DBubt never
uwund, L1l have & gazette of my own,” How amply was
ths serond-vight of glory realised !

The health of his ship's compuuy had now, in his own
words, heen miscersbly torn to precos by as hard service
as a shiph aew evay performed. Offe hundred and fitsy
waie 1 their beds when he left Calvi; of thew he lost
6itfy, and Lelioved that the constitutions of the rest were
autinely destroyed.  ITe was now seut with despatches to
Mr Urnke, at Genos, and had his first interview with
the Doge.  Tho French had ai thiy time tokon possession
of Vado Bay, in the Genoesw territory, and Nelson fore-
taw thatl, if their thoughis were bent on the iy asion of
{taly, they would accomplish it the ensuing spring.
“The allied powers,” he said, “were jealous of each other,
and none but Englend wes hearty in the cause. His
wich was for peace on fair temms, hecause England, he
thonght, was druining herself to mamtsin allies who
would not fight for therhselves. Lord Hood had now
retwned to Hngloud, and the command develved on Ad-
wirsl Hothamm  The affairs of the Meditorranean wove
at thi, timo 4 gloomy aspect, The arts, as well as the
arms of the cuemny, were gaining the ascendency there,
Tuscany conduded  poace, relying upon the faith of
Fiauce, which was, in fact, placing itrolf at hor mercy.
Corsicv war in daneer, We had taken that wland for



60: . LIFE OF NELSON.
owrselves, ‘dnmexod it formally to the crown of Great!
Britain, and given it o constitaiion as free as omr own.
“This was dong with the consent of ‘the' majority of the
indabitants, 28 no transattion bet¥ween”two countries
whs' ever more fairly or legitimately conducked. Yot our
eonduct was unwise : the ivland’is*Iarge enough to form
at independent Btate; and sugh-we shenld have made it,
under our protostion, as long as protettion might be
meeded.  The Cursivans ‘wonld then havesfdlt as & nation;
but when ong party had - given up the coubtry to England,
the natural’ conséquence wis that the other looked to
PBitance. The quesbion proposed to "the people was, io
which would they belong?” Our languageé and our reli-
gion were against us ; our nnsstbremodating manners, it
is to be feared, still more sn.’ 'The French wero better
politictans, In intrigue they have ever beon unrivalled ;
and it now became apparent thap, in spite-of old wiongs, |
which cvcht never %o have been forwotten or forgivern;
their partisans were dsily aoquiriig strength. Tt is patt
of the policy of France—and & wise polioy it isivto i~
pross upon other powera the:opinion’ of ity strenyth by
o Jofty Ianim'gkg, and by threatening: before it strikes ; o
system which, while it keeps up-thé spirit of itz allies,
and perpetually-stinulates their. hopes, tends alse’to dis-
may its enemies. Coriion was now loudly threatened.
The Prench, who hud . tiot :yet buen tanght to feel their
own inferiority upon the stas, braved us, in contempt,
upon that dlement They had o saperjor fect in the
Mediterrancan, and thepsent it out.with; expross ordors
to- saek “the Emglith Thd ‘engsge them. Accordingly,
the Toulon. fleet, consisting of ¥éveutbert’ships of the: fmﬂ
and five smaller vessels, put to spa, Admiral Hotham
received this'information at Leihorn, and sailed imme-
dintely in search of thom. . He had with him fonrtesn
sail-of ‘the line, and one Npsapolitan seventy-four ; but his
ships wore only half mygned, vontaifiing but 7,650 men,
whereas $he egoriy hndh16,000. He soon came in sight
. of them. .8 gm‘:g%-»l action was expected ; and Nelson, as
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was his epstom on such occasions, wrote a Lasty letter.to

his wife,as that which might possibly contain his lash
favewgll.  “ The lives of all,” said he, “ ave in the hund of”
Him who knows best whether to preserve®mine or nobz
wy charvacter and good mumte aye in my own keeping.” -

. But,however donfident the Froneh Government might
be of iheir uavul superiority, the officers had no such
feeling ; and after manwuvring for aday, in sight of the
Eng?xﬁbﬁeet thoy suffered themiselves to be chased.
One .of ‘their ships, the Ca fra, of eighty-four guus,
carrigl - away her main and.foretop masts. The Ju-
coastant frigatefired at the disabled ship, but recived do
many shot that she was obliged to leave her. Hoon
wards o Freuch frigate took the Cu Zra in tow 5 and
< Suna-Culottes, 120, and the Jean Barrus, T4, kept
ut gun-shot. distance ouv, her weather-bow., The
gamemnyn ool towards her, Lnving wo ship of the
line to support her within sevaral meiles.  As she drew
near, the Un Ire fired her stern-guns so wuly, that nob a
shat missed some. part of the ship, and latterly the masts

were gtrack by every shot. .. .
1t hed been Nelsow's inbention not tw five heiore he
touched hep stéum; but seeing how impossible 1t was
that he shonld e supported, avd -how cextainly the 1ga-
Jmemion raust be severely cut up if her masts were dus-
abled, he altered his plan acgording to ‘the ocvasivn.  As
soon, therefore, as he wad within a hupdved yards of her
stern, he ordered the helm to' be put g-starboard, and tho
driver.and aftr-sails to be brailed ap and shivered, and,
as the ship iell off, gave ‘the ememy ber whole broadaide.
They instantly Lreted up the after-yards, put’ ihe helm |
a-part, .and stood after ther again. This manceuvre he
pracised for two. hours and 4 guartter, never allowing the
Ca Irg to get a single gunfrom eithor side to bear on .
hum ; and when the French-fired their after-guns now, it
was no longer with goolness and preeision, for every shot
~went far a-head.  By.this time her -sails were hanging in
: batbers, her mizen topmait; ‘mpifen top-esil, and cross
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jack-yards, shot away. But the frigate which had her in
tow hove in stays, and got her round. Both these French
ships now brought their guns to bear, and opened their
“fire. The Ayamemmon passed them within half-pistol
shot : almost every shot passed over her; for the French
had clevated their guns for the rigging and for distant
fiving, and did not think of altering the clevation. A
soon as the dgamemnon’s afler-guns censed to bear, she
hove in stays, keeping a constant fire a8 she came reund,
snd being worked, said Nelson, with as much exactnes:
as if she had been twrming iubo Spithead. On getting
found, he saw thet the . Sane-Cidottes, which had wore,
with many of the enemy’s 'ships, was “andet his lee-bow,
and standing to leeward. The admiral, at the same
time, 1nade “the signal for-the van ships to join him,
Upon this, Nelson bore away snd preparcd to set™all
sail ; and the encmy, having saved their ship, havled
close to the w ind,'and opened upon him a distant wnd
ineffectual five. Only deven of the dgmmemaor’s men
were hurt—ea thing which Nelson himself remarked as
wonderful : her saﬂs and rigging were very much cut,
and she had many shots in her-hull, and some between wind

and water. The C Jra lost 110 mer that day, and wns.

so cut up that she couid 1ot get @ top~mast a.loft during
the night.

At day]wht on, ﬂte follnwmg marmm:, the Enghsh
ships were taken aback with a finc breeze st N.W., whilo

the enemy’s fleet kept the southerly wind. The bodv of, -

their ﬂeet was about five miles distant ;. the Ca Zray and tho

Censeug 74, which had her-in tow, pbout three ang a half. .

IA\& suil was made to cut fhese ships.off ; amd,&& “the
nch aftem 1o save:them, o part.ml actién was
. prought on, Agamemmnon was again engaged with
#her yesterday’s antagonist ; but she had to fight on hoth
sides the ship a4 the same time. . The C Jra and tho Cen-
sour fonght most gallantly : the ﬁm lost nearly 300 men,

n addition to her former loss; the last, 350. Both at
lnst ‘shruck ; and Lieutdnang Andrews of the Agamemnos,
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brothier to the lady to whom Nelson, had hecome attached
in France, and, in Nelson’s own words, “as gallant an
offiver a3 ever stepped a quarter-deck,” bgistcd English
calonns: on board them both. The rest%f the cnemy’s
whips behaved very ill.." As .soon as these vessels had
struck, Nelson went to Admiral Hotham, and proposed
that the two prizes shotdd be left with the Jlustrions
and Cowragewa, which had been ‘erippled in the action,
aud with four frigates ; and thet the rest of the fleet should
pursue the enemy, and follow up the advantage to the
atmost,  But his xeply wag, ¢ We nust be contented ;
we have dene wary well” # Now,” said Nelson, “had we
takeu ten sail, and allowed the eleventh to escape, when it
had heen possible to have got at hev, I could never have
called st well done.. Goodall backed me. I gat him to
write 1o the admiral ;. but it would not do. 'We should
have had such & day as, 1 helisve, the nnnals of Eugland
noser produced” In this lotter the Chdracter of Nelson
viily manifests itself.  “T wish”said he, “to be an admirsal,
b in the command of the Englivh fleet ; 1 should very
soou either do much or be vitined. My disposition cannot
bear tamo and slow messares,  Hare T am, had I com-
mapded on the 14th, that either the whole French flevt
would have graced my triumph, or I should have been in
a coufounded serape”  What the event. would hava Loen,
be knew from his prophetic feelings and his own con-
sciousness of power ; and we also know it now, for Aboukir
aud Trafalgne have told it us. e
The.Ca {ra and Censeur probably defended therasélves
with myore obstinacy in this action, from a persaasion that,
if thew struck, no" quarter would be given ; because they
had fixed red-hot shot, and had also,a preparation sent, as
theysaid, by theConvention from Paris, which seems to have
heen of the nature of the Greek five ; for it bocame liquid
when it was discharged, and wator would not extinguish
i« flames.  This contbustible was concenled with great
care in the captured ships: liko the ted-hot shot, it had
Lo fornd uselesy in buttle. - Adminl Hotham's action
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saved Corsica for tha time ; but the victory had been ju-
cowmplato, and the arrival at Toulon of six suil of the line,
two {rigatos, and two cuters, from Brest, gave the Frouch
s saperiority which, had they known how to use 1t, would
matertally have endangered tho Britivh Mediterranean
ficol. That floet bad boen greatly noglected during Lord
Chathan’s adnduistrution at the Admiralty . and it did
ntt, for somoe time, fecl the boneficial effeot of hisremoval.
Loid Hood had gone home to reprosent tho yedl state of
affuirs, and solicit reinforosments adoquate $0 the eaigiv-
etos of the time, end the impottance of the soene of action.
But that fntal ofror of uader-proportioving the furee to
the service. that ruinons economy which, by spaving &
little, renders all thai is spent neoless, infocted tha Britinh
couneils ; wnd Lad Ho(:{:ot being able to obtain such re-
inforeements as he knsw were nesusary. resigrod the con-
nand. ¢ Burely,” #nid Nelson, “the people av bome have
forgotten. as”  Afother Neapolitan seventy-furrr jorned
Admnal Hotham ; and Nelon observod with snrow that
this was matta of exultasion to an Englich flect. Wheo
the sborg-slups and victuallors from Gibialtar arsaved, their
e ajx fram the encyy was thought wondertal 3 and yet,
had they not eseaped, “the gawme, sard Nelson, “wag up
hete. At this momeut var operations avo at & stand for
want of ships to suppotl the Axwt.riam in gutting posses-
sion of the sca-copst of the King of Mardinms ; and, behold,
our admiral dows nob feel himself eqnal to show hinsclf,
much logs to give nalistance in their operations.” It was
reported that the ch wero again ont with sightecu or
twentyvail, The cod@hod Britich and Neapwhitan were but,
sixteen.  Should the onemy he nnly eighteen, Ne

no doubb of & comyplefe victory ; bt if they wers twonty,
he said, 1t waanot to b expeeted s and a -baltle, withont
comyplete victory. wonld hate boun destrmction, bocaune
another mast was not to be got on that side Gibraltar.
At Vugth Admiral Man arrived with a squadroh fium
England. 9What they can mean by sendivg lum wath
only five sail of the lin’,” snid Nelson, “is truly astonsh-
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ing. Bat all men are alike, and we, in thi> conntry, do
not find any simendment or alteration from the old Board
o}il Admiralty. They ﬁhmﬂdEkl?Solw fihm, ha.lib:he lﬂhipﬁ in
the fleet require tu go to and, and t long
they ought to have reinforced us.” 8 o8
Abont this time Nelson was made Colonel of Mariney—
a mark of approbation which he had long wished tor
rather than expested. I came in good for his
spitits were oppressed by the thought that services
Jiud not bLeen acknowledged as they deserved, and it
hated the resontful feeling which would el-e have been
excited by the gnswor to an application to the War-office,
" nring bis four mouths’ land-service in Oprsica, he had lost,
¥l bis sbip-turniture, owing to the movements of a camp.
Upon this he wrote Lo the Socrotary ut War, bricfly slating
what hie wervises on shore had been, and saying he
tiasted it was not asking an improper’ thing to tequest
that the same allowance might be guade to him which
would be made to a land-oficer of his rank, which,
sitaurted as be wes, would be that of a brigadier-general ;
if tlus could not be sccorded. he hoped that his additional
eapenses would be paid him. The answer which be
aecgiveld was, that “nm pay had ever been iwsued under
the divection of the 'Warofice to officers of the navy
serving with the arny on shore.” v
He now eutered upon s new line of service. The
Austrian aud Sardinian armies, under General de Vins,
reyuired o Dritish squadron to co-opeérate with them in
driving the French from the Riviers di (enoa; and as
Nelson had been so much in the habit of soldiering, it was
immediatcly fixed that the brigadier should go. He
sailed from St. Fivgenzo on this destination ; but {cll in,
off Cape del Mele, with the enemy's fleet, who imme-
dintely gave his squadron chase. The chase lasted toyr-
and-twenty hours, aud, owing to the fickleness of tho
wind, the British ships were sometimcs hard pressed, bub
the want of skill on the part of the French gave them
many advantages. Nelson bent his way bask to St
D



66 LIPE OF NELSOX.

Fiorenzo, 3;31% tho ﬁ ’z‘}.xich was in :h‘h: midst of
watering {ling, seven hours ihe murtifica-
md%ﬁmumm in possesaion of the enemy,
efore the wind would allow them to put oub to his
ageistgnce. Tho French, hirvaven, at evening, woub off)
not cheasing o upptpach nesrey the shore. During the
night, Admirel ly greab wwowtions, got wnder
weigh, audy having songhs the suenty fous days, came in
sight of on the §th. Bafflipy winds avd vexations
calms, so commem in the, M n, rpsdered it
impossible to close with thewm. ly o pestial aglion
could be Lropght on ; and then tho firing made o perfect
calin.  The French being tp windward, drow 1n shoie, and
the Baglish fieet was becaRoed six er seven nuley to thel
westwaod, L' 4lewle, of seventy-four guns, strack ; but, be-
fore she could belakon possession of, & bosmof ecmmbnstibles
m her fore-bop) took five, and the unhappy crew cxperienced
how far more porrloug their inventions weps to themsolves
than to their ememics. Bo rapid was the conflugration
that the French, 1 their wificiel asconu, say the hull, the
wasty, and sails, all spemed to take fite at the same
mowenty ; and though the English boats were pui out to
tho assidtance of the paor wre an busxd, oyt mere
then two hundred could be sprak. ' The 4 gamsmnon, and
Caplain Jlowléy, o the Cumberlgnd, were just getbing
mto clpse aotion a seeond time; when £bs admiral called
them off, the windl new being dircctly ste the CGhulf of
I‘;u;]l'li, where the enemy anchored uffer the ovening
CLONHe

Nelson tow gececded to bis station with eight seil of
fu1rates under mand. Arriving st Genos, by had
2 conftionee with Me, Drake, the Bpifish envay ta that
State, the rosmlt of which was, that the object of the
Brigish must ba to gt on entive step o adl trade between
Genos, Frauce, and the places otoupled by the French
troops ; for, unless this trade wore stopped, it would be
scare: ly possrigh, for the allied armues to hold their witus~
tion, and uap@eible for thew to make any progress m
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driving tho enemy out o?'ih Rmdi(ﬁ-am M.
Drako i of Hiee tuight ll for
of supphi Wwerh out off.

st of blwkade Hduan m&aw "6 withont grest '
risk $o himself A captais be'tite nayy, #8'he represented
to the envy, “is Jiable o ‘prossontisn fer-deigntion aud
daonges.  Fhis-danger awap irorenssd by au ordér which
had then lately been bwwed ; by which, when a beutral
ship was detainsd, camzleua tion of her cargo
mdirectqdiw be sent 1o the Becretary of the Admi-
raity, snd 1o Jegal provess instituted agshnt her $ill the
pleasnre of thet bosrd sbould e communionted. | This
was requiring au intpossibility, The of ahips de-
tained upon thig station, conkisting dhiefly of comn, would
be spoiled long hetore the ordeys of hhe Adwiralty could
be known ; snd then, if they shonld Laypen to release the
vessel, the owners would look to thes captéin for damages.
.F}vm tho only prevautivn which could be teken against
is danger inyolved anothor danges not less to be déippre-
hended for,if the captain should divect the-cargo to be
uidanoxtt the &ex t; pad ior, andithe vessd relensed.
the agenl, empl udulw,, and become
lmnln-\aigM in ‘bemma Tespon-
h thinge had knwd. elson thersfdre re-
quired, a8 tbe obly swatis for emrrying on tha¢ service,
whmh was jndged msent;xd to the eamnmon canve, without
the officers o zuin, that the British envoy should
int agents 1o pay the frexg}w reha.se the vessd, sell
20, ahd Wd the amount was had pon
b 3 ant thus mﬂﬁngxhoﬂg “¥ am acting,”
de “nob only withoos the orders of my com-
gmle»ml > bat; in m:; mbasure, :;nm o him.
owever, I have ngb only the stpport lajesty’s
Ministers, both et Tharin and Gestoa, bub & consciousness
that I am &ox whnk is nﬁwnd proper for the service
ofaurkmgnn oa] aowrage, dn an offieat
abrosd, is s hxghlv neceasm'y as militery courage,’

This quality, which is as mnch rarer than militery *
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coatnge 88 # % mom valnable, and without which the
soldisr’'s browery is often of little avail, Nelvon possossed
v su emiteot 1 tepresctations wore ai-
tended to ns they e, iral Hotham ocam«
mamded hizn for what he had done; sand the atteution
of Guvernment wea awakoped to the injury which the
cause of the allits contmually suffered the fiands
of neutral vessels, “What changes in my lfe of
activity 1" said this indefatigable mun. “Here 1 am,
having commenced & ao-operatzop with an old Austrian
guneral, wlmost fancying mysel? chayging et the bead
ot & troop of herset I do mob wrrte Jess thun from ten
to twenty lettars every day, whiecm, with the Austrau
general and sades-de-camps, aud my own little squadron,
fully cmploy bimee,  Thas I hiawmive wRVICE, or
uone ” i)t was Nelson’s mund whagh supported s fovl le
body throgh thees ezevtions, He was at th tie
almost bhnd, and wrote with very great pain “ lour
Adqaraemron” Lo sometimes emd, ¢ wis 28 nemly wern
out es her captain ; axd both must soon be lawd up to
1epar,”

When Nelson first saw General db Vine, he thoughi
him an able man, who wos willing to sct wiath vigour
The Genoral charged Ws insctavity upon the Piedmontiese
and Neapolitans, whom, he said, not. could induace to
act, snd he conceried » plan with Nelson, for embarking
a pash of the Austrian srmy, and landing it in the rear
of the French. Bat the dove poon began
to suspect that the Austrian general was little di 4o
apy active operations. In the hope ofmm! i o,
hb wrote to him, tellmg him that he aurﬁpdtha

to the westward as far as Nice, and would undes-

to embark 4000 or 5000 men, with their arms and

& fow days' provisiors, on Loard the sguadron, end land
them wi;}h; two mules of St Remo, fﬁthhthf\ir mfeldp
does woting fartber provisions for the Austrn
,ﬁ'&ny, he wopld provide convoys, that they should arrive
in safety ; snd if & re-embarkation should be found ncggs-
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siiry, he would coverfit with <he Q}%ﬂmn. The posses
sion, of 8t. Remo, as bead-quarters for nes of every
kind, would englle the Austiian o his army
to the eastward or westwand, enemny 85 Onegha
would be cut off frotn provistobs; snd men oowld be
landed to attadk that plies whehever it was judged
necossary. 8t. Remo wea the enly phict ‘batwesn Vado
and Ville Franche wherd the squadpon opuld e in mdeiy,
and anchor in hiwout all windk The ey was not as
good as Vado for large ships; bot it had a male which
Vado }lnlad m ?:i:% sl wmwmmh m ¥e, and
load and mload ¥ ves, i ing im pos-
session of ‘hes allies, m conld b coymplobaly hlock-
aded by sea. Geuersl de Vins, affeeting, in his veply,
10 conrider that Nelson’s yroposal had ng dther end than
that of obtaining the Lay of 8t. Remo ne n station for
the ships, told ki, what he well krew, and had oxpressed
helore, that Vado Bay was s Wettor anchorage ; never-
thelosa, if Mowsfewr ls Comunand®nt Neleon was well
ansured that pert of the fleet conld winten there, thero
w2 uo risk to which he would not expose himself with
‘plessnre, for the sake of ing o wafe station for the
vessols of his Britannle Majesty. Nelson scon assured
the Austvian somunander that this was ot the object of
lus memorinl, He now began %o wuspect that both the
Avustribn couts apd the general hed otbér ends in view
than the cense of the sllies. “This wrmy,” seid ho, “is
slow beyond &M/ deseription ; and I begin to think thab
tho Emypetor ig snxious o touch another four millises of
Eughsh money  As for the Getinaw rals, War is
their trade,nd peace iy ruin o thext y mxe Wi BAn-
mot expoct that they should have any wish o fmnh the
war.  The pdlitics of courts sre so ynosn thas private
people would Le ashimed to et in thy seine Wiy ; all is
trick and finesse, to which the compion ‘vause iy sact iiced.
The gencral wants s loophole. It has for spme time
gppeaied to me thab he moans to go uo firther than his
 present pouton, dnd to luy the mmonrkiage of the eater
, . ’
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unomty, It wps not, eve, &0 clenrly to the
igh m thw:p&ai 1hat &s soon
o8 Nelson sonid declaxp bivaself veady with the vessals
toneseary for conveying 10,000 men, with thow axtiflery
and baggage, be owonld pnt the aemy 1 motion  But
Nelson was nob enalied 10 do this, Admiral Hotha,
who was highly mexitorions an lenving snch s man so
much at his owh disoretioh, pursued a tsutious mm:f'
ill-according with #hoe bold and comprebensive views

Nelsan, wha, voutinually rogretted Lerd Hood, ‘my:ﬁ
n

thyt the nation hed saffared muck resignatio
the Moduorrangsn ootmmd.mu'}.‘how wﬁhbhlmdbeen
wm oiid, would aebonich the ) aad pers

B

Thiove wag Bo mhity 1o tha viqmoiwhﬁm;ﬂ powers,
no ofcdislity in their cwdbecation,: pp n thew
\ , oewtesl powery essiited more,
effectuslly thas ihe, allide gasinied eqeh ofther. The
Glenoese porta wwere &f this thuo Mﬁ:ibh French pre
i, which svapited oub tright, sud covered the -
ol and Fiemoh veapola wese allowod to tow ont of the

it of Genoa itself, bpard veskols which were coming iu,
smd thea retirh ubo the mole, This was allowed wi:gout
Vi voracumtimmins ; while, though Nelson ebstained most,
W{MM sy o to the Gienoese tesri-

i
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wory or flig, rés Were w6 W% raude
b1s that, he wapw & m'm
figsty s they of of he of answermg
their complaints.  But the iyydshief of netveiny was
soon % an end  Am Austéleh eovimigsary was st ellme
from Gepoa fowatdls Vdo ; #t wis mown fhit he was
to slecp nte;?'ol'l;ﬁ, snd thut be byd 230,008 woth hit—a
bmyaﬂf the %Wnuh %W i Mﬁh
captan of a Frenth frigate © s dar
moro xmportant Vhan the woid of hoeut of the
dutics of the other, and the taws of newtraliby- boats
of the frigated wént ot wath some privateers, landed,
robbed the commirery, wnd bropght the maney o
Genov  The next day fwen veve pablioly ihsted in bhat
aty tor the Fiench arwy , TU0 mént were embariad, wish'
7606 stand of army ot bowrd ibe filpeted and other
vemsals, who wore to land between Volirl and Savons ,
there a detachment frumn the French grmy was to join
thom, and the Gondese peassntry were to be inwted to
msmre fion-—a measure for whiwh every had Dbeen,
Preporcd  The mght of the 13th was fixed for dhe satmg
of tias expedrtion  The Ansitiang called londly for Nelwon
to prevent it , aud be, on the svening of the t3ch, arrived
it Geyom s prevence checked the plan; the fngate,
kntowing her dessrts, ot within the merchants-ships, 1
the mnes wole, and the Genorw, Governmont did not now
even Aewsnd of Nolsm respoet to the mentral ‘port,
knowuny that they had allpwed, if nob ¢onmemed at, o
Ayt breneh of noutrslity, and expoctivy the ahswe
which he was prepred ta teturn, fhat it was wiebéss and
{mposmble for him to rospect it Jonger.

But thongh this movemeént profuced the smmediate
effect which was designed, 1t kd to 1] copsetpuences, which
Nelson foresaw, but for want of wifivient faree was unntils
to prevent  His squadron wns too small for the nervice
which 1t bad to pertorms  H ayuired two suventy<fours,
and eicht o1 ten trgates and s]m?)%"; but when be dee
mandedilus remtorcement, Adpurul Hotbum had ek She

-
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coupmend. Bt ipde Parker sucopeded il the” nbw
whould arvive ; bo immediately reduced

ithMMymM«M&
Sudfnian whether fidin the’ imm%?m
Whoryofthdh'!edm M‘W theF

for the mvamm Not mm;r
myg N«m Avgs thus svmaﬁeg Ganon, he
: i
had formerly deutra;g in ﬂmﬁ port, though 2000 French.
troops oocupied the town ; $his fommer atteck had
tham ta.ke new measures of defoupe, and zhere mm now
shove 100 wail of vietusdlors, gun-boats, and ships of war
o e ot et o e, T oo oF
to thene is yquadren o
frigates, and the Culloden and Conragmis, to 1«3»& hmwIf
in the Apumennon, and teke or deﬂ'bwy the whole 'The
attempt was not permitted ; But § was Nelsou's belef
that, if it hpd been made, i would have preventel the
stteck upon the Austrian army which togk place almost
momediately afberwar de,
Cemiral de Vins demn&qd' satisfuction of the Genocse
%WM for tf}f s:lxlzg.re ::;! his commissery ; an% then,
out wai r their y, took of some
empty mngnﬁ of the Fremch, and ﬁ: sntinels
to the very gates of Oenca. Hmlhqdoneuont tirst,
he would have found the magazines full ; but, timed as
the nreasure was, and useless a5 it was o' the cause of tho
allies, it was in characjer with the whole of the Ausiriun
genernt's conduct ; and it iy no wusll proof of the dextonty.,
with which he served the enemy, that in such ecumgy
he conld s act with Genoa bs to contrive to PRE
self in the wrony. Nelson was at this time, acoord-
10 bis own expression, “ placed in & cleft stick” M n..
the Anstrign minster, and the Austrian_gencral,

all joined in reguirih hxm not 16 leaye Gunoa  If he left
that pori % hay sald, not ounlv the imporiad g
jatops ab Bt d’Arena. and Voltrs would be Jast, hut
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the French plan for taking between Volixi
Savona wm\ls.teermix stocoed ; if the Ansteians mm
bo Wordted in thealguwed posis, the vetreat by the
*Boadhetts wonld bo oyt off; it ﬂth/havﬁnai: the
iges of ¥ha'dmy would be i i hira, dor baving leit
Genos. O ¥ho vther band, be koow thaf, if be were not
st Pietra, tHe opamy's gun-bonty would Lavess the lefu
Sak of the Austrisns, who, if they veye e 08 Was
6 be expected from tho epivib of all thew
would vecy probably Iay their defeat to th o
assistance from the JAgamemwon Hod the force fur
which Nelwon applied been given hans, be conld bave
attended to beth objects ; and had he boen permdtted to
attack the com oy in Alssgiv; he would have disconcerbed
ihe plans of the Fremch, in spite of the Austrian goneral,
tle had fore een the danger, whd poiwted out how 1t mught
ho prevented ; but th mean . of jreventing it were with-
hdd  The ,ﬁmk wan made, as h® forewnw 3 apd the
cun-hots bronght thar fire to bear upoh the Avsiiong,
1t 60 hippened, however, that tho left flunk, whilh wss
exposed 1o thewm, was the only part of the amuy that
behaved well ; this divisien stood its ground il the
contre aud the right wing fled, and then refreated in a
soldierlike mampor, Ueneral de Ving gave up the conn
mand in {be middle of the battle, pleading ali-l salth.
“From that moment,” says Neleoh, “not a woldws
stayed at his post—it wag the desil take the 1Tmdmont,
Many thousands ran away who bad never veen the gnemy ;
some of them thuty wjles from the advanced post~ Had
T not, thongh, I own, a.gainst my inclinatiown, boen kept at
Genon, from 8000 to 10,000 men weuld 1ave been taken
isoners, and, amongst the number, Genernl e Vins
imself ; but, by this means, the juss ot the Docletta
" was kept open. The pumer of the stup, wlho wasat Vado,
ran with the Auytriaus eighteen miles wathont yoy ping;
the men withont arms, officers without soldicis, women
‘writhout assistance. The oldest officcy, tay they, never
heard of 3 conplete a defeat ; and certuinly without s
D* N
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teason.  Thus has ended my campaien. We have osta-
blished the French Republic, which, but for us, I yerily
believe, would never have heen settled by such a volatile,
changeable people. I hate n Frenchman ; they are oqually
abjects of my detestation, whether royalista or republicans;
in somge points, 1 belicve, the latter ave the hest.” ~Nélson
bad & Lcutenant and two. midshipmen taken at Vado.
They told hiw, in their lotter, that few of The French
soldiers were more than three or four and twénty yoars
old, & great many not more than fourteen, and al were
nearly naked, They were suve, they said, hi§ baige's
erow could havo Lent & hundred of $heny; and that, had
he himself seen them, he would net have thought, if the
world had beon covered with sugh peopde, that they could
have beaten the Austrian army, = . :

The defeat of General de Vins gave the enemy pouses-
sion of the Cienoose coast from Savolta to Voltri ; and it
deprived the Austridns of their direct cougnunication
with the English fleet. The dyamenmon, therefore, could
no longer he wsoful on thiv station ; and Nelson sailed fer
Teghon to refit. When his ’lip went into dock; there
was not a,mast, yard, sail, or any part of the rigging, but
what stoud in need of repair, having -been cut to jieces
with shob. The hull wus so damaged that & had for some
time born seenred by cables, which were served or wrapped
round it. * ’ o
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Eur J. Jeorvis™ hkﬂ the Ci mm}-—Grnoa oing the Frepsh—Bonaparte bezins
Oarver—Evacuation Of Coyvica~—Nelson hoists bie Broad Pendant in the
Mmaw ---Antien with the Salnac ~Battle of Gape S, Vincent— Nelson com-
mands the Tnner Squadron at the Rlotkade of Cadiz—Bont-nctibp it the Ray
of Cadiz—Expedition againet Teneriffe—Nelson loscs an arm—Hhy sufferings
in Eugland, and recavery;
e Jomw Jgrvis had now arrived to take the ccvmma.ud
of the Mediterranean fleet. The Agamemnon having,
her captain said, been made as fit for.sea as a ‘rotten shlp
could be, Nelsou- sailed from Leghorn, and Jmue(l ihe
admiral in Fiorenzo Bav. 1 found him,” said he,
- anxious to know many things, which 1 was a good deal
: prised to find had not been cotamunicated to him by
Fothers in the flect ; and it would appear that he was o
. well satisfied with my opinion of what is likely to happen,
a:nd the aeans of prevention to be taken, that he had no
resorve with me respecting his imformation and ideas of
what is likely to be done.™ The manner in which Nelson
was received is said to have excited some envy., One
captain observed to him, ¥ You did just ag you pleased in
Jord Hood's time, the same in Admiral Hothaw’s, and
now again with 8ir John Jervis ; it makes no difference
- to yon who is commander-in-chicf” A higher compli-
ment could not have been paid to any commander-in-chief
than to say of him that he understood the merits of
Nelson, and left him, as far as posmble to act upon Lis
own judgment,

Sir John Jervis offered him the 8t. George, 0 guus,
or the Zealous, T4 guns, and asked if he should Thave
any vbjection to serve under him with his flag. | He re-
plicd that, if the Adgamemmon were ordered Tiome, and
his flag were not abrived, he should, on many . ounts,
wish 10 retwn to Enrrl'uxd ; stil, if the war continued,
he shoukl be very proud of hoisting his flag under Sir
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John's command. « We caunot spare you,” said Sir John,:
“ pither as.captain or admiral” Accordingly, he resmmed
his station in the Gulf of Genoa. The French, had nob:
followed up their sncevss in that guarter with their ustsl
celerity. -Scherer, who commanded there, owed hiz ad-
vancoment to any other canse than his merit. e was a
favourits of the Divectory ; but, for the prosent, thiough
the influcnee of Barvag, be was reworved from a command
for which his incapacity was afterwards cleatly proved,
and Benaparte was appointed to suceeed him. Bonaparte
had given indications of hi» wilitary talenta at Toulon,
and of his remunreless natuve at Pariz ; bub the cxtent
either of his aliliby or his wickedness was at {his time
known to noune, and perhaps not sven suspeoted by him-
sclif. .

Nelson supposed, from the inforications which he had
obtained, that e ealvnan of the French army would suke
pomiession of Porl, Exyecin, cither penetrating through, the®
Geaoere  torilry, o proceeding  const-ways in hight
vesselv—our glifps of war wot being abls to approack the
woast, becnuse of the sicdlowness of the water, To pres
vent this, he said, tvo rhings weve necessary @ the posses-
sion of Vad. Day, and the tuking of Port Fspecia; if -
either of thee polids worn seeired, Taaly wonld be sy
from any stinck of vthe Freveh by sea.  Gensrsl Beanlie,
who hat now superseded De Vs in the conwand of the
allied Anstnae and Nardinian army, sent his veplew and
aide-de-camp to commuuicute with Nelson, and inquire
whether Lie could anchoer in any sthor place tlun Vado
Bay Nulson repliod that ‘Vado was the only place
where the Dritish fleeh could lie in safety, but all places
would suit his squradron 5 und wherover the general came .
down {0 the sca-const, there he- should ﬁnd it. The
Austrian repentedly asked if there was not a risk of
Tosing the squadron, and was sonstantly answered that, if
these ships should be lost, the admiral wonld find others,
Baut all plans of eo-operation with the Awstrians were
soon , frustrated -by the Lattle of Montenotte. Beaulieu
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‘ordered an attack to be made ujpon tile post of ‘Voltri:

Tt was made twelve hours before the time whick be had

fixed, and before he arrived to direet it.  In cousequence,
‘the Froneh were enabled to ciivet their retreat, and fall

back bo Montenotte, thus giving the teoops there a decisive
superiority in wnmber over the division which attacked
thom, This drew en the defeat of the 'Austiians
Tonaparte, with o celerity which lad never Defore been
wituewed in modery war, pursued Mg advautages. and,
iy the cowrse of a tortuighs, dictated 1o {he Court of
Turin terms of yehce, o rather of subuiesion, Ly whick
a1 the strongest ploves v Piobinout were put {hte his
Taauds. ¢

(h cne ocenvioeg aml enly on oy, Nelson was alfe to
hapede the 1o o o Tl new congteror, Nix vessels,
Jadon wiih oo ol ovdneace-dores for the sege of
Muntw, wolod S oo for B30 Pier A rena. Asvisted

Chy Capdain kb i e Vel r, Le drove them
A s ol

v

under @ hattery, prostd oo e o batteries and
eaptwred the whele Dt v boolo plans, aud weaps of
Tly. with o il wend pedet v b7 upen ther where
furnae, Dol os had been forgha, o 1y the IMrectory for
Bonapaste oo were foaud o b wmvvoy  The loss of

Cthis auodieny eas oue of the ehicf o uses whivh conpetled

the Frend taaab the siese of Mamtva s i hoe was
1oo wauch bieweie Can 3 oo el Imbecdtity, Totl noike
coeile and coeies of the allded powers foo ntiia o
improve $his oot sueress Homgeele porceived

cthat tbe coguent of all Ttaly was within lis yesch.

Trestivs, and the vights of neatral o1 wi Mivudly powers,
were'as little régarded by himn as by the Government for
which he acted : in open comtenmpt of both Lie entered

Puzeany and took pusscssdon-of Leghorn, In' consrquonce

of this movement, Nelson blockadod thatrpgrt, and landed
a Pritivh foroe in the islo of ¥lha, to secure Torte Fer-
vajo.  Soon efierwardy he took the island of Capraja,
which Lad formerly belonged to Corsica. being less than
forty miles distant from it—a digtance, however, short as
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it was, which aneblod the Genoose f;o retain it, aﬁer their
infamous sale of Corsica to France.”* Genoa had now taken
part with France; its Governmeit had long cavertly
awsistod the French, and now willingly yielded to ‘t!xavﬁrst
tompulsory menace which' requir od ‘them to excludd'the
Huglish from their ports. Capraja was ssized in conse-
quence ; but this nct of vizour was not followad up as it
ought to have been. Ewrlaud ot that time depended too
much u pon the feeble Grovernments of the Continens, and
too little upon itself. Tt was determined by the British
Culinet to ovacuate Gorsica as soon as Spsin sheuld form
ar offnsive alliauce with France. This event, which,
from the moment that Spain had heen compelled to maks
peace, was clearly forescen, had now taken place’; an
orders for the evacuation of the islind were unmeﬁmﬂely
scab ovt. Tt was impolitic to anwvex this is) .w the
L.\Jthl’l dominions ; bub, having done so, it was-disgrace
in} Lhus to abandon it. The disgrace would have been -
8] wed, and every advantage w]nch could have been
decived from the posscssion ‘of tho sland secured, if the
prople had at first becu Ioft to fora a government for
themselves, aud protocted by us in thc en)oy‘ment of them
indopendence.
The viceroy, Sir Gilbert Elliott, deeply felt the mlpolwy '
~aud ignominy of this evacuation. The fleet also was
ordered to leave the Meditersanean. This resolution. was
80 contrary to the last aﬂstruotmm which had been
received that Nelson (z.daqmed “ Do his Majesty’s' Minis-
tees know their own wminds? - They at -home” said . ke,
“do not know what thﬁ; fleot is: cupable of perfommg——
anylhing and everyildily, Much as T éhall rejoice 10 see
England, T lament present orders in samkcioth and
ashes, g0 dishenougable w the dignity of England, whose
fivels are equal | w meet the world ‘in arms ; and of all the
fleets T ever saw, 1 never beheld one, in pomt of officors
and men, equal to Sir Johu Jerviss, who is a commander-
in-chief ‘ablorto lead them to glory.” 8ir Gilbert Ellioth
belicved that the great body of the Corsicany were por-
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fectly satisfied, as they had good reason to be, with,the
British Governmeont, sonsible of its' advantages, and
attaghed to it.  However this may Lave bgen, when th
found that.the English intended to evacuate the island,
thoy naturally and nevessarily semt to make their peace
with - the French. . The partisans of France found none to
opposé them, A committee of thirty tovok wpon them
the government of Bastis, and sequestered all the British
proberty ; armed Corsicans wounted-guard at every place,
and a plan was laid for seizing the vieeroy. Nelson, who
was appninted o yuperintend the evasuation, frustrated
these projoctss At a time when evaryope elso despaived
#f saving stores; canmon, provisions, or property af any
kind, and a privateer was moored acress the mole-head to
prevent all boats frons passing, he sent word to the com-
wittee that if the slightest oppoesition werc made to the
embarkient sud romoval of British property he would
batter the tuwn down.  The priviteer pointed her guns
at the officer who coaried this messige, and muskels were
Tevolled against his boats from the mole-hoat.  Upon this
Coptain Sutton,.of the Egmont, pulling out his watch,
" gave thera' s guarter of o bonr to deliberate upon theiv
“answer. In five minutes after the expiration of that
tinie, the wlbps, he faid, would open their fire.  Upon this.
~the wory sentivels scaepered . off, #nd. every vessel cnwe
out, of the:wale. A shipowner compliined to the comno-
dore that the municipality refused to let him take his
goodp out of the custom-bionse. Nelsou divected hiwm to
say thud, unless they wore ingtantly delivered, he wonld
open his fire. ‘The cominittee tmmed pale ; and, withont
anweaing s word, gave him the jeys,  Their last attempt
was o' levy a duty upon the things that'were re-embarked.
He sont them word that Lie'would ppy them a disegrecable
vigit if ‘there werd any merg complaiuts.  The conunittee
{hen fiuding thut they had to deal with a man who kuew
hi own power, and was determined to 1aake the Dritish
nane gespected, desisted from tho inselent conduct which
they had assuined ;-and it was acknowledged that Bustia
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3. hmi ‘boen 8o giitet and ordgﬂy since the Hnglish
;?ra i possession of it. 'This was onthe 14¢h n?g;bo-
"Dy, the fivs following days the work-of emburka-
wnmumad on, -the privete’ mpmtym and
ma&m vores Lo thesamomat of’ zzmmo mhwch
favonrad ay' the Spauish feet, which wai 4t that, time
witiin twalva leagues of Bagtia, pashed over troops from
Leg2e:u, who landed near Cape Corse on'the 18th ; und
o1 sk 205D, ab one in the morning, entéied the citad®l an
S0 ondy after the Dritish had spiked -the yuns and
eviuated it Nelson embarked at dagbreak, being the
last jerson who left the shobe ; baving s, a5 he said,
seer.the firsh and the luss of Oorsical Proweked ab e
comlict of *he mnpicipality, and the dispostion which
vae popafacse had shown to profib by the. confngion, he.
‘mimed towasd the shore, as he stepped by his boot, and
exclaimad, ©Now, John Corse, follow the mmm Lent of
your detestalde charartor—plander and revenge " Thiy,
however, was not Nelsn's deliberate opinion  of (ko
people. of bomca ‘He knew that iheir vices werc the-
natural cony of internal angrehy snd foreion
oppresion, suo 8 &he saine causes woukd produge in auy
people ; and when be saw that of all those whiy-tov
ieavs of ths viceroy there was not one who'psited from,
aim without bears, be avknowledged that they. mamitestly-
acted not from dislike of'the English but from fear of the
French. England, then, might with- move visssim. reproseh
her owa rulers for pubdlammby mxmm 10!'
“ingratitade.
Having thus a.hly e%ewi ﬁm Jmm:h ﬁﬂg mwice,
" Nslson wasgordeied to hoist ‘Lis Droad penidant-on; brard
ths - Winervs frigate, Chptain Goengs Cookbinrn; ‘aird, with
she Blanche under his oormand; procéed to Porto Ferrajo,
and mperialend the svacuation of that! place’ alio. On
bLS *va.y, ho Sl in with two Bpanish rigates, the Swbing
sho Cerst. The Minerve engaged the former, which
was commmded -}by “Dou Jacoho Stuart, a descendant of
the Doks of Berwick. After am notion of three hours,
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during which the Spaniards lost 164 men, the Sading
struck, The Spguish captain, who was the ouly sur-
viviug officer, lad lLardly beon ocenveyed on board the
Mingroe, when snother enoury's fiigate came up, compelled
her to cast off the prizo, and bronghi her a second time
10 action. After half an howr's trial of strength, thi
new aniagonist wore and baulel off ; but a Spanish
squadron of two ships of the lue and two frigates came
iv sight, The Slanche, from whirh the (leres had got off,
was far to windward, and the Minsrvce escaped only by
the nuxiecy of the enemy to rocover their own ship, As
soon s Nelvow veachaed Porto Fersajn, he senb his prisoner,
with » flag of truwve, to Carthagena, having retwrned hijm his
sword ; this be did iv honnur of the gallantry which Dou
_Jagabo had displayed, and uot without some feeling of
et for his aneasivy. 1 feli it,” said he, “consonant
to the diguity of wy couwrry, aud 1 always ach as I feel
vrehit. without 1 gard o cusfom 1 IR was repated the best
olfterc in Spain, and Tis mep were woithy of such a com-
Winder™ By the prne Mg of truce he sent hack oll
the Spnivh prisoners ab Lotto Ferrajo ; in exchange for
whon lio aeteived his own nen who had heen taken in
the prize.

Gewetal do Brogh, who commanded at the isle of T,
dd not unk hiu-elf witharised to abandon the place,
bill he Jind veren o1 specttie iunstegelions from Englad to
that ‘effeet ; protesivg that e was weble to decide
between the coniradictory ordaw of Government, or to
guess ab what their pre ent intentions wight be ; bad be
said hag ouly molive for wmging delay in this peasure
wose from a desire that his own conduct might be pro-
pely sandtioned, nob fiony any opitiun bt Porto Fervajo
ougbt to be velumpd,  But Naplee havdng wade peave,

LS Jobu Jeryiy considered bis hininess with Italy as cou-
cludcd 5 und the probeotion of Portugal was the poiut to
which he wac now ineltaeled to oblend,  Nelwon, theretore,
who,  mdews were pevleglly elear and explie’t, withdrew
the whole naval edoblishent fvowm that stataon, leaving
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the transperts victualled and so atranged that all the
troops and stores could be embarked in' three daye. He
was npow abotit to leave the Mediterranean, Mr. Drake,
who had been our minister st Genon, expressed to-him,
on-this .accasion, the very high opinion which the allics
.entertained of bis conspicuous merit ; adding that it was
itnpossible for iapymc?;‘kn had the honour of ‘o-operating
with him not vo admirs ‘the activity, talents, avd zcal
which he had so eminently and constantly displayed. In
fact, during this-long course of services in the Mediler-
rancan. the wholo of his conduct had exhibited the same
zeal, the sawe indefatigable energy, thesame intuitive
judgment, the same prompt and unerfing decision, whieli .
churacterised his aftervarcer of glory. His uame wusas
yet hardly known to the English public; but it wwps
feared and respected thronghout Italy. A'letter camie to
him, divected * Horatio Nelson, Genoa ;" and the writey,
when he was asked' how he conbd divoct it so vaguely,
replied, “Nir, there is but'one Horatlo Nelson i ihe
world.” At Genos, in partifular, where he had so Jung
been stationed, and where the naturé of his dity thwt led
him to continnal disputes with the Go¥ernment, and after-
wards compelled him to stop the traile of the port, he wax
equally respected by the Duge aid by the people; for,
. while he maintained the rightd and inforests of Creat
Britain with becomimg firmnesh, he tetupered the gxereise
of power with courtesy and hwpunity, whererer duty
would permit. **Had oil dfy attions? said be,‘wiiting at ,
ihis time Lo his-wife, * heen gazétted, not one fortnight
would have passed, dqging thy Whale wat, without a letier
from me,  One dsy qu.er T will Bave » long grsetie to
myself. T foed that sheh sn oppstanity will he given
me.. T cunnot, if I em in the field gfglory, be kept out -of
sight ; ‘wherever thare is auything to be doue, there
Providence is wura ¢ divées my” eteps.” )
~ 'These hopes and antieipitions were roon 1o he fulfilled.
Nelson's mind hid Jong been foxitated and depresed by
the fear that & gencral actiop would take plage bedore he
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eould join-the floet. " At longth he sailed from Torto
Ferrajo with a copvoy for Gibraltar, and, having reached
that place, proceedod to the westward in séarch of the
amlmiral. Off the mouth of the Peraits he fell in with .
tho 8panish fipes ; and on the 13th of February, reaching
the stationg off Cape- 8t. Vinwnt's, comnugicated this
intelligence to.Siv John Jervis.. He wasnow -divested to
shift his broad pendust on board the Captuin, T4 guns; Cap-
tain T W, Miller ; aud befdre saiiset the signal was made to
prepare for action, and to keep, ‘during the night, in close
ovder. At daybreak the enemy wevs in’ sight.  The
Britich fordd consisted of two ships of 100 guns, two of
98, two. of V0, eeight of 74, aud ono 6§—dfifteen of the
Yue in all, ngln fonr frigates, & sloop, and a cutter. JThe
Spuniards hod®one four-decker, of ‘130 guns ; sht three-
kers, of 1125 two eighiy-fours ; oighueen seventy-fowrs
—inall, tweuty-sven khips of the line, with ten frigates and
s brig.  Therr admiral, Don Jeseph de Cordova, had learnt
fronn an American, on the dth, that Yhe Ynglah had only
nine <Lips, which was indeed the vase when his informer kad.
soem themn ; for a reinforeciagnt of five ships from England,
auder Adwmiral Pafker, had not thep joinedjen#’ the
Culloden hod parted company. Upon this information,
the Spunbh commander, instead of going into Cadiz, as
was his intentivn when he shiled froin Carthagena, de-
tormined tu scek an edemy so inferier in fore; and
relying, with fatal coufidence, upun the American accouut,
 he suffered his ships to-remain too far dispersed, snd in_
some disorder.  ‘When. the morning of the 14th broke,
‘and diseovered the English - fleet, o fox for some time con-
cealed their wumber. . Thaook-out ship of ‘the Spaniards,
funeying thafther signid was disregarded, because so little
.iptice scemed 1o he taken of it, made another signal that
" the English force cunsisted of forty %ail of ‘the Tine. The
captain aiterwards said he did this to rouse: the admiral ;
it had the clfect of perplexing him, and alarming the
whole fleet.  The abyurdity of sach’ an. act shows what
wad the stute of the Spamish pavy under that miserable
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3
Government by which Spain was so Iung oppressed and
degraded, and finally botrayed. Tn reality, the general
incapaeity of the naval officers was so well known that
in a pasgquinade which alout this Limo appenred at Madrid,
whereitr the different orders of the Btave were advertised
for sale, the pronter pavt of the sea-uffivers, wiulh all sheir
equipments, were offered ag u gift ; and 9 wan added that
any person who wosld please {6 take them should recerve
a handsomé gratuity,

Before the enemy oomld forme a regniar ovder of
battle, Sir John Jotvis, by earrying & prews of sajl, came up
with thent, passed through their fcet, theu tacked, anid
thus cul off nine of their ships trowt tHe wain body.
Thest whips attempted o lortm on tho lurhungd Lack, dither
with a dexign of {masing throngh the Dritish Yue, v 1o
losward of it, amd thas rejuiniug their tricids.  Ouly one
of them sneeceded in thos attempt . and that unly bheenase
she was 0 covered with <moke that her wntention was
not discovered L1l she venched the vear; the others wore
so warmuly received that they pui abot, fook to €l 3,
und did not appear ngain in the actiog,1ill #s Jose  The
admira] wis nyw ahle to dureet his ntiention to e etemy’s
main body, which was still superior $n wwvmber to his
whole flect, and wore so in woirht of metal. 1le wmade
signal to tack in paeecosion.  Kelsom, whose siaiwon was
in the rear of tho British 1i.w, perocived that the Spraunds
were beating np before the wind, with an intenlion of
forming their line, going lurge, and joining their soparated
ships, ok elve of gebting of¥ without an engugement. To
presiut cither of those schemeg he disobeyed the signal
without a moment’s besitation, &nd ordered his shi‘p tv be
wore  This at once hronght hisx juto adion with the
Santissima §1inidad, 136 guns, the San Josrph, 112 cuns,
the Sutwador dd Mundo, 112 gons, the S Nicols, 80
gunw, thre San Tsidro, 74 guns, snother of T4 gun« vud ano-
ther firstsrate.  Trounbridge, in the (“lod s, mnuediately
joiuod, und most anbly supperted hind ; and for nearly an

our didd the Helibion and Coptuin mantain what Nelwon
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called “thiy apphmntly bat pot really usl con-
tost'—such was the advaniago of skill aud diseipling
snd the confidence which brave men derive from them.
The Blenhein, thet, passing between thewn snd the enewny,
gave them a wspile, and ponred in her fire upun the
Spauiards, The Selvador del Mundo end Son lsidro
droppn d astern, and wore fived into, in & masterly style, by
the Hreflont, Caplain Colbngweod. The Sar Jwdro
struck ; and Nelwon thought that the Sadvador struck
also. “Buat, Uollingwood,” says be, “ dinduining the parade
t ot taking possemon of Dbenten enemies, most gallautly
sherl up, wish every sail set, to save his old friend and
g:,smate, who wax, to appearance, in a eritical situation ;”
for the Cupfain was ot this time actually fired wpon by
thneo first rates, by the Sun Niolus, and by a seventy-four,
withw abont jastol -hot of that vewel. The Bhaketn was
ahend, the Colloder etipy kol und pstern.  Collmgwood
ganged up, and b np . waanar yust asbern, passed
withm ten feet of the Sun Yero'rs, o1 g her a most tre-
nflndous fire, theo passed on fon the Santesetma Trinulad.,
The Sun Neolus Wnthog wy, the San Joseph fell on hoard
her, and Neloon semaped bis station abreast of them elose
slongside.  The Coptaae wu. now incapable of farther
servicr, ofther in tho Lue or in vhase ; she had lost her
tore fopmast, wot a sail, slioud, o rope was leti, and
ber wheel was sbot away.  Nelwow, theretoro, tirected
Captam Bliller to put the helm u-starbonid, und, callng for
the hourders, ordered them tv honrd. .
Captun Beryy, who had latcly been Nelsou's first-
lieutenant, was Wo first nian who leaped wio the enemy's
mizen chaws  Miller, when in the very act of gomg was
order d by Nelww to reain - Berry was supported from
ihe sprit- uly arl, which locked wm the Sae Nécokas's main-
wggiay A soldier of the 69th broke the upper quartor-
gallors window, wd juaped in, followed by the commo-
dore L I, and by othery as lash a3 posdible  The cabm
doors wad fatened, and the Spanish dfficers fired ther
pistals ab them through the wmdow. The doods were socn
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forced, and the Spanish brigadier fell while retrcating to
the quarter-deck.  Nelsou pushed on, and found Bo:}g in
poseession of the poop, and the Spanish enwugu hauling
down. He passed on o the forecnstle, where he met two
ar thyee Bpanish officers, and received their swords  The
English were now m {ull possession of every part of the
ship ; and a fire of pistols and musquetry opened upon
themn fromn the admiraly stevu gallery of the San Joseph.
Nelson having placed sentinels at the dufferent ladders,
and ordered Captamn Miller 1o send mére men into the
prize, gave orders for bosrding that ship from the Sen
Nicokus, 1t was done ju av nstant, he himsolf leadmyg
the way, and exclaiming, * Wstnuoster Abbey, or
victory " Berry assisted him into the mam-chains ; and
at that moment a Spanwh offiees Jookdd over tho quarter-
deck-ral, and suid they surendaed. Tt was nob long
bifore he was on the guarter-duck, where the Spostish eap
tain presented his sword, and told hun the adunrid way
below, dying of' lus wounds,  Thoere, on the quartr dok
of wu cnomy's firsl-rabe, he voceived the swords of the
officers § gaving them, as they were delivernd, one by one,
to William Fearncy, one of s old Agamemnin’s, who,
with the utraost coolness, put themn undor his mm - Cpe
of his smlors came up, and, with un Enghshman'’s fecling.
took hun by the band, seying he maght uwot soon have
such another place 10 do it in, and he was heartily plad to
sce hun there  Twenty-four of the Capfuin's men were
killed, and fifiy-six woungded—a fourth part of {he
loss sustained by the wh uadron falling upon thix
ship. Nelsou recerved onl¥"a few bruises.

e Spaniards had still eighteen or nineteen ships,

joh had suffered little or no injury, That part of the
which hadheen repurated from the rumn body in the
ghorning was now coming up, and 8ir Johu Jervis made
lmm{’ hng to.  His shupe conld not have formad
SdBuine those which they had eaptured, and

0 0Ward : the Crptaie was lying a perfuct
£ on honrd her bwo prizcs; and many of the other
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veusels were w0 shatiered 1 their masts and 1mgging as to
Lo wholly unmanageable  Tho Spauish admiral meantime,
socording to his ofheal acsconnd, Tx jny altogether undvcaded
™ s own opinion respectiug the state of the flest, in-
quincd of hus ¢ aptwang whotherit was proper to ronew the
actson = e of thim answercd expheitly thet w was
wol , others rephbed that i was expedient to delay the
buaness.  The Feloyo and the Princpe Conguistador
wi re the ouly ships that were for flighting.

As soon as the action was discontbuad, Nelvon went
on brard the adnmaly ship  8ir John Jdervis rectrved
hine om the quyuter-deck, took him m his aims, aud
gard he could not <ufiitently thenk hm  For this
vy the comwmander in-chief wis rewaided with *the
Htle of Harl 8t Vineent ¥ Nelsoun, who, before the
sctwn was kuown in England, had been advanced to

ot off u) htter of S Yobm 1 oaels, Nolaon was not mewimoed Tt
sttt g el hed 0 onoAn 1 anew of ®e Ul romstguince of such
e oy foad Honwds vaed v oand ther forc wollld « of mame uny indi-
3 }ooun it preps o pesh U the public only tn Wrns of auneral
™ vowe M prvad de e to the d st Lord of the Wi ity was, with By
s 1t ublished £u the fust me, s Lite af Nelwon by 3ir Harison
Llear 2f s gned that  Commedore Nelsm who was i the 1ear, on the star-
b rd tack, tooh the kd on the lubnoud, and contributed very mugh tq‘tlu
rlune of the day® It ¢ dvo smd that be bowrdad the two dpanish <hips
w1 g avely, but the faot that Nelsyn wore asthout orders und thus plunned
a din vomplahed the natory, i not espheitly sinted  Perhapsat v
theug]  proper 16 pass over this jmet of his condaet 1n wilence, a0 a splendid
tawdt but «u h a0 cxunple 18 not diogerong  Lhe auwthor of the workh
b h this btter e firal mnde publie prote de against thosl merzoulous
s who would nake S actaon 1 uthe appear as Mlsont e bittle than
thet { the tNustions continder-a-th of, who doaaves frow st 9o deseevedly
MWis htl No man, * he ~avs, ¢ over tess nurinl, or logs desned, 1o atrap & magh
Jcaf 1rom the hpourcd wirath f apy othetr hwro, with the vain hope of a
et e Ly own, than the smmorted Nelvon  no man evir moie mertod
wh ¢ ot that whiek a generond it u{wumnmh [restnted to Sie JolasJenis,
than the Lultt St Vineent ¥ Cartainly, ¥ il 5t Vinecot will deserved the
anard which be rasved  but it1s not dete v ting from his ment to say that
Aebsen s fully cntatled to a2 much fame fiom this action as the < putmander-m-
chicd  Not bec wnwe the btunt of the action (ell apon him s fot d caus he was
eaguged with all the four vhyps which were tubon, and teok two of thon, it o
atmost be said, with hig own hand, but because Lhe deessive mavoment whiel
engt led loin to porderd all this, and by which 11 e action becatne a vietory, waa
axecutod 1 negloct of order, upsn \’ljl awn judgment, and at his perd  J ard
bt Aineent duserved s e , but 1t {s 1ot Lo the Lonour of theso by whom
titln wote distobuted i those daye that Nelean necer ohtained the ranh of
warl  cither of tho e vitorics whieli hie bved to oy, thouah thy onc was
the nrost con plite und g!unouq in the atinads of siaval history, and the other ghe
m;:m importt 1o s gonscquences bl auy wlack was acbured dunng the
‘whalt war,
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the rank of resradmiiral, had the Order of the Bath
givenr him. The aword of the Spanisk rear-admirel,
which Bir John Jervis ingisted upon his keepiug, he
presented to {the Mayor emd Cerporation of fek,
thist he knew no plave whero it conld give him
or his family more plessare to have it kept than in the
capital eity of the county where he was horn, The
freefom of that cily was voted him on this ogession.
But of all the numerons congratulutions which he re-
ceived, none could have affoted him with deoper daligh
thay that which came frop his vepernble father. ©1
thank my God,” aid thi» excollent wum,  with all the
power of a grateful wenl, fur the mercren e has nost
gracivuely bestowed on e in prewerving yoo, Not
ouly my few acquaintance bere, but the pruple in gonersl,
wmet me ar every corner wibh swedh handsomo words that
1 was obliged to rotare from the j ublie eye, The hewrht
of glory to which ysur professional judgment. viied
witﬁ & proper degroe of bravery, gustded by Troviding
has raised yvou, few soms, iy dear child, «iiein to, wl
fewer fihers live to wen. Teure of joy have awolun-
tarily trickled down my fumowod chocks. Who oonld
sland the [orco of such gencral congiatulation? The
nawe and servicex of Nelson bave soundid througheut
il ity of Bath—trom the common hallud-singer to the
public theatre *  Tho good vld wan coneluded by telling
hiur that the Geld of glory in wluch he Lad wo long
been congpicaous was still opon, and by givivg hun his
}llesﬂhgn
Sir Horatio, who had now heisted his flag as rom-
admiral of the Liue, war sent to being awsy the trooye
from Porto Fermjo ; having performed this, he shifted his
flag.to the TVeseus. That ship had taken phrt in the
mllly io Bnglund, aud, beiag jnst arived trow howms,
Vgt danger was apprehended from the tomper of the
men, This was one 1easou why Nelson wus removed 1o
%}&eh He had not boen on board many weels betore « papor,
signed ip the name of all the ship’s compiny, was dyopped
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on ithe guarter-deck,-eonteining these words, “Sucocw’
-attend Admira]l Nelsoil: - bless Captain Miller? .
We thank them for the oficers they have placed over us:
"We ape happy and comfortable, and will shed every drop '
“of blood in our veins to support-them ; and the name of
‘the Theseus shall be immortahised as high &8s her cap-
 tain's”” Wherever Nelson commanded, the men soon
became attached to him ; inten days’ time be would have
restored the mosb suutinous ship in the navy to order
Whenever an officer fails to win the hffections of thove
#ho are under his command, he may be assured that the
fanlt s chiefly,in himself, - ,
While Sir Horatio was i the Thesevs, e was employed
in the commmand of the inner squadron ai the blodkatle of
Cadiz. During this service, the muost perilous. action
openrred in which he was ever engaged. Making a night-
attack upon the Spanish gun-boats, his barge was attecked
by an armed launch;, under their mnnm:).mﬁar, Don Mignel
Tregoyen, omrying twenty-six men, Nelson had with
Mo only ten uf his bargemen, Captain Freemantle, zad
hig coxswain, John Sykes,an old end faithful follower,
who, $wice saved the life of his admiral, by parrying the
" blows thet wore aimed at him, and, at last, actually inter-
posed his own head to receive the blow of a Bpanish sabre,
-which he vould nat by any other means avert ; thus dearly
"-was Nelson beloved.. This was a desperate service—hand
to hand with swords ;- and Nelson always considered ¢
his personal sourage was more comspicnons on this oeea~
sion than on any other during his whole life. Notwith-
standing the great disproportion of numbers, eighteen of
the enemy ‘were killed, all the rest wounded, and their
launchieken. Nelsonowould have asked for o leutenancy
for Sykes if he had sérved long encugh. His manner and
conduet, he observed, were s¢ cutirely above his situation
that nature certainly intended him for a gentleman ; bub’
thongh he recovered from the dangerous wound which he
veceived in this agh of heroic attachment, he did not livate:
profit by the gratitude and friendship of his commander >
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J G days afver this »rmmtve, ‘Nelson sailed at ‘t!he
head of an expedition’ agq.txjsh Tencriffe. AW

prevailed 8 fw nunths before : $hat ‘the m
Mexico, with the treasirodipy had ‘i:qté
Thishad led Nelwm to meditato ihe A of wndbi ‘k
it, which he comnnmicated to Earl 8. Vineent. !Ig was
peﬁéctlw awareé of the nhﬁc\;i%m of the tempt. . “T.do*
not}” said he; “veckon tayself squal to Blake ; but, 1
recollect ri f’ht he, was more obliged to the. wind coming
off the land than to any exertions of his 'own. The ap-
proach by sea to the auchoring-plate .is under very high
land, pussing three vwlley*x ; therefore the vind is either i m
from thf sen, or squally with calms from.the mountains ;"'
and he percaived that, if the Spanish ships were won, the,
ohject .would still be ﬁtmfemt&d if the wind did not céme "
off shore, The land:-foree, he' thought, world render
suecess certain ; and thern. wéro the troops from Elba,
with all naceswy stokes and artillory, atteady embarked.
“Bﬁt here,” said he, “ soldiery must be conzalbed ; und
T know, from experience, they havo not, the, .-sa:ne‘bufd~
nesy in underta’lmxg a'political mensure ‘that we have., Wo
1gok to the benefit of-our éountry, and rivk ‘our o }e B
every day to serve hdr;. a soldicr obeys his ord wgﬁ
more, Nelson's expericoee at Corsica Justah !nm
this harsh opinion ; {w did not live to see’ the: aglam;us
days of the Bntxsh _army under Weﬂn aton. The drmy.
fipin mb%, consisting of 3,700 m##, wonld do'the business,
he sjd, in three days, pmbabl,y in-mnch Jess time ; and he
would undertake, with a very gmall sjuadron, to peri‘m'm
the naval patt ; for, though “the ‘shore was not easy
of mcess, the bransperts wight run in aud ls,ml the .
.m in one day. :

e TEpOTE eoncerning the ¥icdroy ‘was nnfounded but

: “bound Munilla ship put into Santa Cruz dt. o
‘bhmtrm(a. and the expodition was determined upon. I,
'was not fitted out upon the scale which Nelson had pro- -
poséd. ‘Four ships of the line, three #rigates, and the
" Fox outter, formed the squadron ; and he was allowed. o
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nhoose such ships and officers ax-his thought proper. N
troops were embarked ; the seamen and . marines of the’
;quadmn being tho ht mﬁmmh His orders were-to,
a&eu r&;:;:tt:cﬁt Bﬂuzu;b;xﬁgg %ouci“nr:lytolmdmj

,‘ 3, his presenco. absol nECessArY.:
; M%ﬁu the boats should land in'the night.

Mm%é % on the N.B side of Sente Crus Boy and
the town, mamlmmmdﬁm fort, and then
‘send a summons to the governor.. By midnight, the
thres frigates, Laving the force. on. board which was in-
tended for this debarketion, apyroached within three miles
“of the place; but owing to a strong ga.le of wind in the
“offing, and » stropg current against them in shore, they were:
not able to get within.a mile of the Ianding-place before
duybreak ; and then they were seen, and tﬁeu- intenfion
discavered. Troubridge and'. Bowen, with Captain Old-
ficld, of the marines, went upon this to consuls with the
admiral what was to be dune; and it was resolved that
they should attempt to get yocssewouof the heights abave
the fort. The frigates accordingly landed their men ; aad
Nedson stood in with the line-of-battlo ships, meaning 4o .
Latter the furt, for the purpose of distracting the abben-’
tion of ‘the garrison. A calm and contra ‘current hine
. dereil him from gobting within a league of the share; and
~the beighty were by this time sq secured, and mwanned
" with' sueh 4 force, as to be jwlgud impracticable. Thus
foiled in his plans Ly circumstances of wind and. tide, he

. still considered it a point of honowr that some atbenpt
should bo made. " This was en the 22nd of July: be re-
embarked his men, that night, got ‘the abips ou the 24th
to anchor about twé miles narth of the town, and made
ghow as if he intended 10 attack the heights. At six in
the evening, signal was made for the boats to prepare. to
. proceed on the service as previously ordered. = -

) ‘When ' this was done, %’e}son addressod a letter to the
: gommander-in-chief—the ‘last which was evor wmhben
with his right hapd. “T shall not,” said he, “cnler on:

“the subject why we'ure not in possession of Santa Q;;u&
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Your yartiality will give credit that all has hitherto heen
dlone which was™ possible, but withont effect. This night
* % humble as T amn, commaud the whole, dostined to land
under the hatteries of the fown’; and to-morrow wy head
will probably be crowned either with laurel, o' cypress.
T have only to recommeénd Josiah Nisbet %o yom and'shy |
country. The Duke of Clarence, should 1 ﬁﬁz will, T -
confident, take a lively interest for my son-in-law, én His'
name heing mentioned.” » Perfoctly aware how desperate”
o roriice this wad lkely to prove, before he left the
Hhessus ho called Lieutonant Nisbet, who had the watch
e deck, into the cabin, that he might assist in arranging
“nuni burning his motheér’s letters. Perceiving that the
young man was aried, he earmestly beg::mf bim to remain
behnd, ¢ Bhould we both fall, Josigh” said he, * what
would become of your poor wmother? The care of tho
Thaseus falls' to you ; stay, thevefore, and take charge of
fen™  Wisheb veplied, “8ir, the ship must take cave of
herself 5 T will go with you to-night, if I never go again.”
"He met his captains 4t sujper on board the Seakorse,
Captain Freemantle, whose wife, whow he hal lately
dbarricd in the Mediterranean, prosided at table, Ateleven
e<lock the boats, containing between 600 and 700 wien,
writir 180 on board ‘the Fox cutter, énd from seventy to
eighty in a boat which had been taken the day before, pro-'
caéded in six divisions toward the town, conducked by all.
the captains of the squadron except Freemantle and Bowen,
who attended with Nelson to regulate and lead the way
tothe attack. They were to land on the mole, and thence
Lxsten. as fast 2s possible, into the great squave ; then
farn, and proceed as should be foun expedient. They
wiert- not discovered till about half-pagt one o'clock, when,
heing within half giin-ghot of the landing-place, Nelson
ditected the boats to cast off from each other, give a
Frazzab,'aud push for the shore. “Bub the Spaniards were
excolbeutly well jrepared ; the alarme-bells answered the
hugzaly, and a fire of thirty or forty picces of eanmon, with
ﬁ‘ﬁvkﬁ% fiom one end of the town to {}?9 other, opened .
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npon the invaders. Nothing, however, could check (he
intrepidity with which they advanced. The night was
exceedingly dark, most of the boats missed the myle, znd
went op shote through a raging surf, which stove alf
the left of it. The admiral, Freemantle, Thompuos,
Bowen, and four or five other boats, found the moles
they stormed it instantly, end carried it, though it wwas
defended, as they imagined, by four or five hundred man.
Tts gaus, which were six-and-twenty . pounders, we.
spiked ; bnt such a heavy fire of musketry and grape weas
kept up fromethe citadel and the houses at the head of
the mole, that the assailants could not advand®, .and
nearly all of them were killed or wounded.
In the act of stepping out of the boat, Nelson recefved
a shot through the right elbow, and fell ; ut, ag he £IY,
he caught the sword, which he had just drawn, in bis kefi
hand, determined never to part with it while he lived, for
it_had belonged to his uncle, Captain Suckiing, and he
valued it like a relic. Nisbet, who was close to hims,
placéd him at the bottom of the boat, and laid his hat
over the shattered arm, lest the sight of the blood, which
gushed ont in great abundance, shopld incrcase his faint-
ness, “He then examined the wound, and, taking wome
silk handkerchiefs from his neck, hound them rouud tighs
above the lacerated vessels, Had it not Deen for this
presence of mind in his son-in-law, Nelson mist hawe
pesishod.  One of ‘his bargemen, by name Lovel, tore hix
shirt into shreds, and made a sling with them for thas
broken ‘limb. They then collected five other seamcx, fry
whose assistance they succeeded, at lengfh, in getting the
boat afloat ; for it had grounded with the falling tide
Nisbet took one of the oars, and ordered the steersman b
40 close under the guns of the battery, that they mizhi
ho safe from its tremendous fire. Hearing his vuice,
Nelsun roused himself, ‘and desired to be lifted up in the
“boat, that he might look about him. Nisbet raised him
up ; but nothing could be seen except the fiving of the
guns on shore, and what could be discerned by their
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Apshes the stormy ses. In a few minybes a general
‘sheick :f:nheard from the crew of the ﬁ,‘l:'a whflelnhad
weoeived a shot under water, and went dowwn, Ninety-
sewén men vere Jout in her; eighty-thice wore savod,
hy Nalson himself; ~whose exertiuns oh this occasion
gmu ly moreased the pain and danger of his wound. The
tet whip which the boat could reach happened to be the
Seahoree ; but nething could induce him to go on board,
though he was ‘asrmrred that, if. they attempted to row to
another ship, it ngirb be at the risk of his life. 1 had
rathor sufler death,” o veplied, “than alarm Mrv. Free-
manti, by lettmg hér ses me in this state, when I can
give her no - tidings whatever of hir husband” They
pushed on forthe Thesews. When they came alongside,
he poremptorily refused all wssistance in getsing on board,
so impatient wag he that the boat should Fatnry n, in hopm
that 1t might'save a few ‘more from the Fox, He desired
to have on}y a'single rope thrown over the side, which
he twisted rownd his left hand, saying, ¢ Let me alohe ;
I lave yet my legsleft, and one arm.  Tell the mrgmn
o malke haste dnd get s mstrupents.. I know I must
Tose my méht arm ; s0 tho soomer it is off the bokter,”:
The spirit which he ch~1:1aye& i’ Jumpmrr up the- sh:pi

side astonished everybody. *
Freemantle had been aowsml wounded in the right
arm, soon after the adwiral, ° was fortunate cuouoh

to find a boat at the ‘beach, and gét‘instantly to his :Jup
Thompson was ‘wounded ; Bowen killed, to the great

regret of Nelson ; a8 was also one’ of }m dwn, officors,
Licutenant Westherhead, who had follewed him' from the
Agamemnon, and whom he groatly and ﬂmd!y esteomed.
Troubridge, mc‘mbmw, iortunmiy {hr his party, missed

* During the Peare of Amuns, when Nelson wis gamng mmngn Saushuty,.
and receiver] there witht those acelamations wh.u-.h llowed b everywhare, he-
recognised, nmid the erowd, & wan who had assisted at the amputation, lnd.
attended him afterwards. lie beckoned by u.p ﬁw slairs of the Coonell
ouse, shook hands with hiw, and made him n umem T ue of -
vsrviues atthat tigee, The man!duk(remlns som’ a 1ace, which e -
om the slopvg of the amputated limb, saying he hutl preservad, and |
wow vréserve it'4o the last momsnt, ia vy of bis 0ld
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the mole in the darkness. but pushed on shére ander the
,batteries, close to, the south end of the citadel. .Capbain
"Wauller, of -the . Fmerald, and -two or three othwer-boats,
“landed at thesawe time. Thesurt was vo high that many
others put ‘back. The beats werg instantly filled with
“waber and, stave against the rocks ; and. most-of the, am-
. munition "in the wmen’s pouches. was wetted. = Having
{ovllected a fow wmen, they pushed on to the great square,
“hoping there o find the admizal and the rest of the force.
The ladders were all losh, so that they could make uo
immediate attewpt on the citadal; but they seat a
sergeant, with two of the tewn’s peopls, to_summonp, it.
This" messenger never returned ; and Troubridge, haying
waited alout an hour in painful expeetation of his friends,
nmrched to join Captwing' Heod and Miller, who had
effccted their landing to the scnth-west. They then
endeavoured Lo procure soms ntelligence of the admiral
aud the rest of the officdrs, bup without success. By
daybreak they had gathered togetheér abouteighty marines,
oighty pikcmen, and 180 small-arm’ seamen-—all the sur-
¥ivors of those who had made good their landing. They
_&btaiued sonfy amwunition frony the prisoners whom they
‘had taken, and marched on to try what coudd be doue at
_the citadel without ladders, They found all the streets
commmanded by fisld-pieces and severalthonsand Spaniards,
with about a hundred French, under-anmng, approaching
by every aveuue. Finding himself without jrovisions,
the powder wet, and no possibility of obtaining either
stores or reinforcements from the ships, the boats being
lost, Troubridge, with great presence of mind, sent Cuptain
Sumnel ITood with o flag of ‘truce to the governor, to vay
he wag preparod to buin the tewn, aud would instaotly
settire to it it the Spaniards approached one inch nearer.
This, however, if he were compelled to do it, he shonld do
+with regret, for he had no wish %o iujure the mhabitdnts;
and he was veady to trest upon these terms~—that the
British troops should mesmnbark, with all their arms of
every kind, aud tgke their own hoats, it they were sayed,
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st be provided with such others as might be wanting ;
they, on their part, engaging that the squadron should not
nmi;st. tha town, nor any of the Causry Islinds; all
prisoners on both sides to be given up. When these terms
were proposed, the governor made snswer that the English

#ht to surrender as prisoners of 'war ; but Captain Hood
replied he was instructed to say that, if the terms were
rot accepted in fivé minutes, Captain Troubridge would -
sat the town on five, and attack the Spanfards at the point’
& 1he bayonet, Sutisﬁw& hig sucvess, which was,
indsed, sufficiently complets, and - respecting, like a brave
sl honourable man, the gallantry of his enemy, the
Spaniard  acceded to the proposal. “ And here” says
Xolenn in his journal, “it’is vight we should notice the
aohle and generous condnet of Don Juan Antonie Gu-
Sierrez, the Bpamish governor. The moment the terms
worn agreed to, he directed our wounded men to be
raz2ived inbe the hospitals, and all our people to be sup-
3lial with the best provisions that-could be procured ;
sud made it known that the ships were at liberty to send
an shore, and ‘purchase whatever refreshments they wore
n want of during the time they might be off the island.”
A youth, by name Don Bernardo Collagon, stripped him-
5]t of his shirt to make Landages for one of those English-
men ogainst whom, not an hour before, he bad been
engagzed in battle. Nelson wrote to thank the governor
oz the humanity which he had dﬁ%hyed. Presenta were
iwterchanged between them. 8ir Horatio offered to take
oharge of his despatches for the Spanish Government ;
and thus actually became the first messenger to Spain of
his own defeat. :

T moss :ﬁm English, in killed, wounded, and
HRATSTT ounté®to two hundred and fifty. Nelson

uwade 1o mention of his own’wound in his official
despatches ; but in a private letter to Lord St. Vincent,
the first which he wrote with his left hand, he shows
himself to have been deeply affected by the failure of
thia enterprise. “I am Become,” he said, “a burden to
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"my friends, and useless to my gountry ; but by my last
Jetter you will perceive my anxioty for th¢ promotion
of my son-in-law, Josinh Nisbet. “When T leave.your
command, T become ‘dead to the world; ‘I go hence,
and 4m no more seen.” If from poor Bowen's loss.
thiuk it ﬁ'o er to oblige me, T vest confident you will
do it "The boy is under obligations to e’ but he
.ropaid me, by bringing me from the mole of Banta Cruz.
1 hopg you'will “be able to give me a frigate, to convey
the reimding of my carease to Englind” “ A left-handed
admiral,” *he maid, in 4 subseguent letter, ¢ will never
agaia be donsjdered as -useful ; therefore the sooner I
get to & very humible cottage the hetter, and make rooth
for o sounder man to serve the Sfate” His fivst letter
to lady Nolson was written under the swme opinion,
but in a more cheerful strain, “It was the chance of
war,” said he, “und I have great venson to bé thankful ;
and 1 kiow it will add much toeyour plessure io find
that" Josiuh, mnder Gods  providence, was principally
histennental in saving my life T shall not be sur-
prised if T am noglected and forgotten: probably, I
shall no longer be considered as useful ; however, I shall
feel rich if I continue to enjoy your affection. I beg
nelther you nor' my father will think much of this mishap ;
my nind bas long been made up to such an event.”

Hia sou-in-low, aveording to s wish, was inmediately
promoted ; and honvurs enough to heal his wounded
spirit awaited him in Englacd, Tetters were addressed
to hin "y the First Lord of the Admiralty, and by his
steady fricnd the Duke of Clarence, to congratulate him
on his return, covered as he was with glory,, He assured
the Duke, in his yeply, that nét o sorap of that ardour
with which he had hitherto scrved his king had been
shot away. The freedom of*the cities of Bristol and
Londou were iranstaitted to him ; he was invested with
the order of the Hatly, and received a pension of £1000
a-ycar. The memorial which. as a matter of form. he
was called upon to present on this ocension, exhibited an

E
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extraordinary catalogue of services performed during the
war. It stated that he had been in four getions with the
tleets of the enemy, and in three actions with boats em-
ployed in cutting out of harbour, in destroyipg vessels,
aud in taking three towns; he had served on shore with
the army four months, and commanded the batteries at
the sieges of Dastia and Calvi; he had assisted at-the
capture of seven gail of the line, six frightes, four cor-
vettes, and eleven privateors ; taken and destroyed near
lifty sail of merchant-vessels ; and actually been engaged
against the enemy upwards of an hindrod snd twenty
times ; in which service he had Jost his right eye and right
arm, and been severely wounded and bruised in his body.
His snfferings from the lost limb were longsand painfal.
A nerve had been taken up in one of the ligatures at the
time of the operation ; and tho ligature, according to the
practice’of the French sutgeons, was of silk, instcad of
waxed threadl : thig prodoced a constant irritation and
discharge ; “mnd the ends of the ligature heing pulled
every duy, in hopes of bringing it away, cccasioned fuesh
agony, He had scarcely any intermission of pain, day or
night, for three months affer his return to England. Lady
Nelson, ut his earnest request, attended the dressing his
arny, till she had acquired sufficient resolution and skill
to dresg it herself. One night, during this state of suffer-,
ing, after a day of constant pain, Nelson retired carly to’
bed, in hope of enjoying some respite by means of lauganum.
He was at that time lodging in Bond-street je#nd the
family was soon disturbed by a mob knocking loudly and
violently at the door. The news of Dunean’s victory bad
been made public, and the house sas not illuminated.
%}ut when the mob were told that Admiral Nelson lay
ere in bed, badly wounded,+the foremost of them mac »
answer, “ You shall hearne mere from us to-night ;” aud,
in fact, the feeling of respect and sympathy was eom-
municated from one to another with such eflect ihat,
under the confusion of such a night, the Louse was nob”

molested again.
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About the end of November, after a night of sound
sleep, be found the arm nearly free fram pain ; the surgeon
was immediately sent for to examine it, and the ligature
came away with the slightest touch. From that time it
began to heal. As soon as he thought his health esta-
blished, he sent the following form of thanksgiving to the
minister of St. George's, Hanover-square :—* An officer
desires to return thanks to Almighty God for his perfect
recovery from a severe wound, and also for the many
mhercies bestowed on him.” -

‘"Not having been in England till now, sincghe lost his
eye, he went tQ réceive a year's pay, as smart money, but
could not obtain payment, because he had neglected to
bring & certificate from a surgeon, that the sight was
actually destroyed. A liftle irritated that this form
should be insisted upon, because, though the fact was not
apparent, he thought it way sufficiently notorious, he
procured a certificate, at the same &ime, for the loss of
his arm, saying, “they might just as well doubt one as
the other,” This put him in good humour with himself.
and with the clerk whohad offended him. On his return
to the offiog the clerk, finding it was only the annual pay

i observed he thought it had been more.
B id Nelson, “this is only for an eye! In a few
days 1 s#8H come for an arm ; and in a little time Jonger.
Gud knows, most probably for a leg!” Accordingly. be
soon afterwards went, and, with perfect good bumour,
exhibited tke certificate of the loss of his arm.
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CHAPTER V.

Nelson rejoing Earl St. Vinseut in the Fenguard—%ails in pufenitof theFrench
to Egypt-~TReturns to Sicily, and swils again te!igypt.—-mme of the N xle
Eanwy in the yéar 1798, Sir Horatio Nelson ]mmwd

his flag in the Vunguard, and was ordered to rejoin Earl

8t. Vincekt. , Upon his departare, his father addressed
him with- that affoctionate solemnity by which all his
letters were distinguished. 7T trost in vhe Lord” said
he, “that he will prosper your going out and yon}'
coming in. T earncstly desired once moxe to ses you,
and that wish has been heard. If T ehonld ‘presuine to "
say I hope.to see you again, the mestion would bo
readily nqkﬂt’i How'old art thou? Vule! vele! Duming,
wale P Fhis shid that a gloony foreboding hung on the
spirits of Lady Nelson at their {va.rtmg This mu)d rve
arisen ouly from the dread of osing him by the chuace
of war. Any apprehension of losing his affections could
hardly have existed; for all his correspondengig to this
time shows that ho thought himself happg#in his
marriage ; and his private character had hitherto been
as spotless as his public conduct.  One of the last things
he said to her wag that his own ambition was sati; ,ﬁcd
but that he went to raise her to that rank in whmh he
had ong wished to see her.

Immediatelv on his rejoining the fleeb, he wus des-
patched €0 the” Mediterranean with a small squadron, in
wrder to ascertaim, if possible, the object of the great
expedilion which at that time was fitting out under
Bonapurte, at Toulon. The defeat of this armament,
whatever might be its destination, was dcemed by the
British Goverument an objeet paramount to overy other;
and Earl St. Viscent was directed, if he thought it
fiecornry, to take bis whole force into the Mediterranean,



DESPATCHED TO THE MEDITERLANEAN. 161

1o relinquish, for that purpose, the blockade of the
Bpanish fleet, as a thing of inferior 1.oment ; but, if ha
should deem g detachment sufficient, I think it almost
unnecessary,” Eaid the First Lord of the Admiralty, in
his secret instructions, to suggest to you the propriety
of putting it under Sir Hom%in Nelson.” It is to the
‘honour of Earl St. Vincent that he had glready made
the same choice; ' The British Government at this tine,
“with a becotuing spirit, gave orders that “.;gepon in the
- Mediterrancan should be considered s hostile, where the
governor, or chief magistrate, should refuse to let our
ships of war ,procure supplies of provisions, or of any
article which they might reguire. ,

The armament at Toulon consisted of thirteen shps of
the line, seven 40-gun frigates, with tweuty-four smaller
vessals of war, and nearly 200 tranwperts. Mr. Udney,
our consul at Leghorn, was the first person who procured
certain intelligence of the enemy'ssdesign sgainst Malta ;
and, from his own sagucily, foresaw that Egypt must be
their after-object. Nelsen sniled from Gibraltar on the
9th of May, with the Vanguard, Orion, aud Alexamder,
seventy-fours ; the Caroline, Flova, Emerddd, and Terp-
sichore, frigates ; and the Bonne Cifoyenne, sloop of war, to
watch this formidable armament.  On the 19th, when they
were in the Gulf of Lyons, & gale came on from the N.W.
It nrederated soniuch on the 20th, as to enable them to get
their top-gallsnt-nasts and yards alofi.  After durk, it
again began tp blow strong; but the ships had been
Brcpared for a gale, and therefore Nelson’s mind was
easy. Shortly after miduight, howover, his main-top-
_mast went over the side, and the mizen-topinast soon
cafterwanl  The night was so tempestuous that it was
impossible for any signal cither to be scen or heard ; and
Nelson detormined, as soon s it shonld be daylueak, to
wear, and scud before tho gale; bat at halfqast three
the foremast went in three piccos, and the Lowsprit was
found to Le sprang in three placs. When day Lroke,
they succeeded in wearing the ship with a vemnaut of the
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spriteail. This wag hardly to have been expected ; the
Vanguard was at that time twenty-five leagues south of .
the islands of Hieres, with her head lying to the N.E,
and, if she had not wore, the ship mu# have drifted to
Corsiea. Captain Ball, in the'dlrander, took her in tow -
to carry her into the Sardinian harbour of St. Pietro.
Nelson, apprehensive that this attempt might endanger
both vesscls, ordered him to cast off ; but that excellent
officer, with a spirit liks his commander’s, replied he was
confident he coul;d save the Vunguard, and, by God's help,
he would do it. There bad been s previous coolness
hetween these great men ; but, from this.time, Nelson -
became fully sensible of the extraordinary talents of Cap-
tain Ball, and a sincere friendship subgisted between them,
during the remainder of their lives. “I ought not,” said *
the Admiral, writing to his wife, “I onght not tqbeallﬁ
what has happened to the Vanguard by the cold name of;
accident ; I believe tirnly it was the Almighty’s goodnéé.é‘ﬁ
to check my popsummate vanity. I hope it has made mé
a better officer, as I feel confident it has made me u better
man. Figure to yourself, on Sunday evening, at sunset.
a vain man walking in his cabin, with a squadron aronnd
him, who looked up to their chief to lead them to glory,
and in whom their chief placed the firmest reliance that
the proudest ships of equal' uumbers belonging to France
would have lowered their flags; figure to yourself, on
Monday morning, when the sun rose, this proud man, his
ship dismasted, his” fleet dispersed, and himself in such
distress that the fheanest frigate out of Frahce would have
been an unweléome guest.” Nelson had, indeed, more
reason to refyse the cold name of accident to this tempest
than he was then aware of ; for, on that very day, the
French fleet eailed from Toulon, and must have padised’
within & few leagues of his little squadron, which was
thus preserved by the thick weather that came on.

In the orders of the British Government to consider all
ports as hostile where the British ships sbhuld be refused
sujgiies, the ports of Sardiuia were excepted. The con-
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tinental poscessions of the King of Sardinia were at this'
time completcly at the mercy of the French; and that
Prince wag now disgovering, when too late, that the terms
to which he had consented for the purpose of escapin,
immediate dangeér necessarily. involved ' the loss of the
dominions which they were intendgl to preserve. The
citadel of Tuarin was now oceupied by French troops ; and
his wretched court feared to afferd the common rights of
humanity to British ships, lest it should give the French
oceasion to seize on the remainder of his dominions—a
méasure for which it was certain they would soon make a
pretext, if they «lid not find one. . Nelson was informed
that he could not be permitted to enter the port of St.
Pietro. Regardless of this interdict, which, under his
circumstances, it would have been an act of suicidal folly
10 have regarded, hemnchored in the harbour, and, by the
exertions of Sir James Saurnarez, Captain Ball, and Cap-
tain  Derry, the Tenguard was refftted in four days;
wonths would have been ewnployed in refitting her in
Fufland.  Neleon, with that proper sense of merit wher-
ever it was found, which proved at once the goodness and
the greatuess of his character, especially recommnended o
Farl Bt Vincent the curpenter of the Alezander, under
whose dircctions the ship had been repaired ; stating that
Lic wax an old and faithful servant of the Crown, who had
been uenrly thirty yeurs a warrant carpenter ; and begging
‘must earnestly that the commander-in-chicf would recom-
wend kim to the particddar notice of the Board of Ad-
miralty, Ife did uot leave the harbour without express-
ing his senso of the treatwent which he had received
thers, in a letter to the Viceroy of Sardinia. “8iv,” it
said, ¢ having, Ly a gale of wind, sustained some trifiing
damages, I anchored a small part of his Majesty’s fleet
under uiy orders off Lhis islund, and was surprised t6 hear,
by an oflicer sent by the governor, that admiliance was
to Le refused to the dlag of ‘his Britannic Majesty into’
this pert.  When T refloct that my rost gracivus Sove-
reign js the oldest, T beliove. and vertaintv the most fa
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ful ally which the King of Sardinia ever had, T could feel
the sorrow which it must have been %o his Majesty fo
have given such an order ; audalso for your Excellency,
who had to direct its execubion. . I fannot but look at
the African shore, where the fullowers of Mahowet are
pesforming the part gf the good Samaritan, which I look
for in vain ai St. Peter’s, where it is said the Christian
religzion ip professed.” | .

The delay which was thus occasioned was nseful to him
in many respeots ; it enabled him to complete his supply
of water, and to receive a reinforcement, which Earl $t.
Vincent, being himself reinforced from, England, was
cnabled to send him. It consisted of the best ships of
his Hleet : the Cubloden, 74 guns, Captain T. Troubridge 3,
Goliath, 74 guus, Captain T. Foley ; Minotaur, T4 gnus
Captain T. Louis ; Defence, T4 guns. Captain Jobn Peytun ;
Dellerophon, 74 guns, Captain H. D. E, Darby , Myjetic,
74 guns, Captain . B. Wosteott ; Zewlous, T4 guns,
Captain 8. Hood ; Swiftsvre, T4 guns, Captain B, Lial-
lowell ; Theseus, 74 guns, Captain R. W. Millers dedacios,
74 guns, Captain Davidge Gould.  The Leander, 50 gul,
Captain T. B, Thompson, was aftorwards added. These
shipy were made resdy for the service as soon as Farl St.
Vincent reeeived advice from England that he wus to be
reinforced. As soon as the reinforcement was scen from
the mast-head of the adniral’s ship, off Cadiz Day, signal
was immediately made to Captain Troubridge io put to
gen ; and ho wag out’ of sight before the ships from-home
cast anchor in the British station. Troubridge took with
him no insiructions to Nelson #s to the course he was to
steer, nop any certain account of the enemy’s destination ;
everything was left to his own judgment. Unfortungtely,
1%k frigates bod been separated from him in the tempest,
and had not been able tv rejoin,  They svugbt him un-
suecessfully® iy tho Bay of Naples, where they obtained no
tidings.of his course ; and he sailed without them.

The firsteauews of the cocmy's armuament was that it
bad sur igeit Malia, Nelson tormed a plan {or aitackiug
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" while ab anchor ab Gpzo 3 bhut on the 22nd of June in~’
tellizence reached himy, that the French had left that
‘island on t}xc'lﬂtgj@r‘bﬁe‘,’;ﬂﬁyﬁ after their arrival. It was
-clear that their destination was castward-—he thonght for
Egypt ; and for Egypt, therefore, he made all eail. Had
the frigates been with him, e couldseareely have failed to
gain information of the enemy ; for want of them he only
spoke three vesselg on the way : two came from Alexan-
dria, one from the Archipelago, and, neither .of them had
seen anything of the French. Hearrived off Alexandria
on the 28th, and the enemy were not there, neither was.
thers any accwunt of them ; but the governor was en-
deavouring to put the city in n state of defence, having
.received adviee from Leghorn that the French expedition
“was intended against Kaypt after it had taken Malta.
Nelson then shaped bis course to the northward, for
Curamania, and steercd from thence along the southern
side of Candis, carrying a press of* sedl, both night and
day, with a contrary wind. It would have been his
ddlight, he said, to have {ried Bounaparte on a'wind. It
would have been the delight of Europe, too, and the
blessing of tho world, if that fleet had been overtaken with
its generel ou hoard. But of the myriads and millions
of human heings™who would have been preserved by that
day's vielory there is mot one to whom such essential
benefit would have resulted as to Bonaparte himself. Tt
would have spared him lis defeat at Acre—his only dis-
grace 3 for to have been defeated by Nelson upon the seas
would not have heen disgraceful ; it would bave spared
him all his ufter-enormities.  Hitherto his career had been
glorious ; the baneful principles of his heart had never
yet passerd hig lips ; history would have represented him
as a soldier of fortune, who had faithfully served the
cause in which he engaged, and whose' career had been .
distinguished by a- series of successes unexampled jm-
modern tiines, A romantic obscurity would have bnbg
over the expedition to Egypt, and he would have escaped
the perpetration of those crimes which have m::mdm
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bis soul with a deeper dye than "!:hat of the: pumle fer
which he committed theam—thbse acts of perfidy, mid-
_night murder, usxwpatmn, dnd remorseless tyranuy, which
have consigned his name to timvansal ex:eemtmn now and
for even R :
+_ Coneeiving that when an officer is nob soccessful in his
plans it is sbolutely necessary that he should explain the
motives upon which they were founded, Nelson wrote at
this time an account and vindication of his counduet for
having carried the fleet to Soypt. The ohjection which
he anticipated was, that he ought not to have wmwde 8o
long a voyage without more certain information. “My
angwer,” said he, “is roady—Who.was T to get it from?
The'Governments of Na aples and Ricily cither knew not,
or choso to keep me in ignoramce. Was T to wait
patiently until I heard certain acenunts? 1f Egypt were
their abjoct, before I could hear of them they wonld have
been in India.. To de nothing was disgracefn] ; thercfore
I made use of my nnderstandmg. T am before your
lorrlsthb Judgment and if, under all (:u‘c'mn&mmeu,ut
i3 decided that 1 am wrang, I ought,.for the sake of our
oonatey, to be supemdod for at this moment, when 1
kripw'the French ave not in Alexandria, T hold the same
opinion as off Cape Passaro—that, mder all circur-
stanaes; 1 was right in steering for Alexanlria ; ; and by
that opinion T must stand or £all” Captain fall, to whom
he showed this paper, told him he should recommend a
friend (never to begin a defence of his conduct befare he
was accused of error. He might give the fullest reasons
for what he had done, expressed in such termis ns wonld
evince that he had acted from the strongest couviction
of heing right ; and of course he must expect that the .
ie would view it in the same light, Captain Dall
ed rightly of the public, whose first jmpulses, though
want of sufficient information they must frequuntly
3B erroneous, are generally founded upon just feclings.
$But, the public are easily misled, and there are always
‘pewvone reudy to mislead them. Nolson had not yet
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7mtbmned that fame whick oampels envy tc. be snlent ; and |
Cwhen it was known: M*Engbmd that be had returned
.after an unsucoessful pursuit, it was said / hat he deserved -
‘impenchment ; and . 8t Vincent was severely cen-
sured for having mtso young ot oﬂiwr mpon 80
-, important a sevvise. .

Baffled in his pursnit, he rebume& to ‘%wﬂy 'I‘hel
Nenpolitan Ministry bad determined ta give his squadron |
no assistance, being resolved to do mothiug which conld
“possibly endanger their pesce with the Freneh I)nwtmy
By meuns, however, of Lady Hamilton’s influence st
eouxs, he proegired sevret arders to the Siciliav Zovernovs ;
and, under thoso orders, Sbtained everything which he

wanted at Syracuse—s timely supply ; without which,
‘he alwavs said, he ecould not have recommenced hlb
pursuit with any hope of snceess, “Itis an old saying,™
3011 he in his lf-ttt,r, “that * the dovil’s childven have the
devils lnck’ I cannot to this m ¥ learn, beyond
vague conjecture, where the Frenc ﬂee:b are gone to.;
and Lavi ing gono a round of six hundred leagnes at this
season of the year, with an expedition incredible, here T
am, a4 ignorant of the situation of the enemy a1 was
twenty-seven days agoi Every moment I have #b“rogret
the frigutes having left'mo ; had onethalf of them been
with-me, T counld 1ot have wauwa infofmation. Should
the French be so strongly secured int.port that I cannot
get ac them. 1 shall immediately shift my flag’ into some
othey ship, and send the Venguard to Naples: to be
retitted ; for hardly any person Lut myself would have
continucd on service so loug in such & wretched. state.”
Vexed, however, and dissppointed as he was, Nelson,

_ with the true spirit of a hero, was still fall of hope.

~ % Thanks to your exertions,” se.]d he, writing to Sir W,
and Lady Hamilton, “we have victualled and watered';
and surocly, watering at the fountain of Arethuse, we lmmt'
have victory. We shall sail with the first breeze ; snd
be assured I will reburn either crowned with laurel or
covercd with' cypréss.” Earl Bt. Vincent he assured
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that if the French were above w@ei-wl:e would find them’
ont. He still held his opinion that they, were bound for
Egypt; “but,” said hevto the First Lord of the Adwmiralty,
“he they bound to the antipodes,: youwr lordship may
rely that I will not lose a moement i briuging them to,
action.” . \ ) s

Oun the 25th of July he sailed from Byracuse for the
Morex. Anxious beyond measure, and rritated thabt the
enemy should 8o long have eluded him, the tediomsness
of the nightsmade him impatient ; and the officer ‘of the
watch was repeatedly called on to let him know the hour,
andd convince him, who measured time by his own eager-
uess, that it was not yet daybreak. The sguadron made
the Gulf of Coron on the 28th. Troubridge entered the
port, and returned with intelligence that the French had
Leen seen sboub four woeks before stecring to the S.E.
fromy Candin. Nelson then determined immediately to
velwn to Alexandrip$ and the British flect accordingly,
with every sail set, stood once more for the coast of
Egypt. On the 1st of August, about ten iu the morniny,
they came in sight of Alexandria; the port had lLeex
vacant and solitary when they saw it last. 1t was now
crowded with ships ; and they petceived, with exultation,
that the tri-colour flag was flying upon the walls. At
four in the afternoon, Captain Hood, in the Zealous, Toade
the signal for the ‘eriomy’s fleet. For many preceding
days Nelson had hardly taken either sleep orfood. He
now ordered his dinner to be served, while preparations
were making for battle ; and when his officers rose from
table, and went tg their separate stations, he said to them,
““Before this tilne to-morrow I shall have gained a
peerage or Westminster Abbey.” ,

The. French, steering direct for Candia, had made an
angir ge for Alexandria; whereas Nelson, in
ppeeiit of them, made straight for that place, and thus

rially shortened the distance. 'The comparative
‘italiness of his force made it necessary to sail in close’
order, and it covered a less space than it would have
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done ift the fngates ]md ’been with him ; 5 the weather a,lsn
was constantly bazg. These circumstances prevented the
English from discovering the ehemy on the way to Egypt,
though it appeared,’ ‘wpon eximiving the jourmals of tke
French officers thken in"the- acmm, -that ‘the two fleete

muss actuslly have orossed on ‘the night ofithe 22nd. of
June. . During the return.to Syraouse, the ahanees of
falling in with them were fower. - -

"Why Bonsparte, having" effected his iundxng, showld
not have suffered the ﬂeot fo retnrn, has never yot been
explaingd. Thus much is certain,-that it was -detained
by his corimand ; thongh, with his acenstomeéd falsshood,
he'secused Admiral Brueys, after that officer’s dealh, of
having lingéred on the coast, costrary o ovders.. The
Frcmch fiéet arrived at Alexandria on the Ist of July ;
and Bruoys, not being able to enter the port, which time
and noglect had ruined, wmoored his ships in Ahouldr
Bay.in a strong and compact ling of “batile); the head-
most vessel, scior ding to his own *acoount, }mlng ad close
ap possible to & shoal on the N. W., and the rest of the
flect forming s kiud of curve along the line of deo water,
so 3¢ not to be turned hy any weans In the S.W. By
Bonaparte's desire, ho had offered a reward.ot 10, 000
livros to any pilot of the country who would {arry the
_squadron in ; but none could be found who would veu-
ture to take eharrve of o single vessel drawing more than
twonty feet. "Ho had therefore made the best of his
situation, and chosen the strongest position which he
could possibly take in an open road. The commissary ot
the flect said they were moored in such a manner as to
bid defiance to a force more than double their own, This
presumption could not then be thought unreasonable.
Admniral Barrington, when 'moored m 8 ghnilar manner
off 8t. Lucia, m the yeyr 1778, ‘beat off the Comte
@' Estaign in three several attacks, though his force was
inferior by almost onc-third to’ that which ‘assailed it.
Heére, the advantage of numbers, both in ships, 'guns, and
men, was in fa 7our “of tho French, They had thirteen ships -
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of the line and four frigates, corrying 1,198 guns, and
11,230 men. The Euglish bad the sethe number of shipe
of the ling, and one 50-gun ship, carrying 1,012 guusg, and
8,008 men. The English ships were all seventy-fours:
the ¥rench had three 80-gun ships, and one three-decker
of 120

During the whole parsuit, it had boen Nelson's practies,
wheoover  virouwstances would permit, to have hig
eaptains an board the Fonguard, and explain to them hiz
own idea~ of the difforent and best modes of attack, and
snch plans as he proposed to execute, on falling in with.
$hs enemy, whatever their situntion might be.  There ia
no possible position, it is said, which he did wot take into
aleulation,  His officers wore thus fully acquainted
with biv principles of tucties; and such was his coufidence
in their abilities that the ouly thing determinx! upon, in
case they should ind the French at auchor, was for tho
ships to foria s most cenvenient for their mutual support,
and to suchor by the stern.  “ First gain the victory,” ha
sid, “and then ke the best nso of i you van’  The
moment. he perceived the position of the French, that
inbuitive geuius with which Nelson was endowed displayed
itself ; and it instantly struck him that where there wus
roow for an encmy’s slup to swing there was room for one
of urs to suchor.  The plan which he intendod fo pur-
e, therefore, was to keep onlirely on the outer side of
the French line, and statin his ships, as far as he was
able. one on the vater Low, and another on the outer
quarter, of carh of the encmny’s. This plan of doubling
on the enegy’s ships was projccted by ]{or(l Hool, when
he designed to attack the Frouch flect at their unchorage’
in @mujean read. Lord llood found it impuswble to
g the aticwpt ; but the thought waw not lost upon
S8, who ackuowledyged himself, on this occasion, in-
g0l for it Lo his old and excellent commander.  Cup-
@ Berry, whon he comprvhended the scope of the
Mesicn, sxcluimed with traneport, “ If we sucoeed, what

il the world say?” “There is no if in the case,”
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veplied the admich] 3 % that we ghall smeceed e certain !
who muy live to téll thostory 198 very different question,”

As the squadron sdvanced, they were aswilod by s
shower of sliot and <hells from the batteres on the ixland,
and the cuemy opimd & sleady firo from the stwiboard
side of they whole line, within halfgunshot distance,
full into the bows of var vw-ships 1t wes réocrved in
wilenct ; the wmen on board every ahp wore wmployed
alotl m turling sails and bidow m tending the baces and
waling reudy tor inchonmg 8 nmusersble sight for the
Freuch, whe, with 0l thar shall and all ther epdrage,
aud A tner gdvinta s of neab ns and sttnation, were
apon Ykt clomout 19 hidy, when the hour of t11al comes,
a Frenchuan hay no hop  Aduural Brueys was a biave
and abl myy, yet the wdeltblec charscter of oy country
bruke oub moonc of lus loftard wherem he doivered i as
b 3rivate opnuer thut {ne Dsgush had sassed him
e sy not hen » supetor in foree tocy did not thank
p udent to try then ttength with hum The moment
was now come tr which he was to be wndecnyed.

A Picpeh hrg was mstraced to decoy the Enghah by
Waenying 60 a8 to Lo thom toward 4 shoal lyig off
the mband of Begalre s birt Nelson wther karew the danger
orsmp cled some decott wnd the Jure wag unsuceestul,
Uiptain Toliy lod the way m the Gohath, out-gliug the
Levbous whnch for sowue mmates dipated thie post of
bonomz wih hoe  Tle hul tong coneoved that, o the
cormy wewy woored m hioe of bautle m owith the land,
the best plan of abdtack would he 1o Jead between them
and the shere , becaune the French guns on that wde were
not bkdy to be nannad nor even 1eady for sotson. To-
tending, therefmu to hx hanselt on the smxer bow of the
Guerrer he hept as nem the edge of the bank as the
depth or wiltr would adoug, but huw dnchor hang, and,
having opcned hus firs, he drited o the soeond shap, the
Conqudrant, bilore + wrs cltar , thett anchoted by the
stein, o 1de of hé1 und 1 ten mumutes shot awsy her
must,  1ood, 1 the Jeuloms, percerving this, wook the
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gtation which the Goliall intended to Have oecupied, and
totally disabled the Geuerrier in twalvo minutes. The third
ship whith doublod the enemy’ van was the Urion, Rir
Jarmes Bgamarez ; she passod to windward of the Zewluns,
and gpened her larboard guus as long ns thoy bore on the
Guerrier ; then ing inaide the Golipth, runk a frigate
which annoyed her, hauled ruand toward the French hine,
andd anchoring inwide, Letween ibe fitth and sixth shipe
from. the Guerrier, took her station on (ba larbuard how
of the Frankdin, and the quarter of the Pauple Nonierain,
vexciving and returning the fire of both. The run was
now nearly down. The Audaciuus, Captain Gould, ponr-
ing a heavy firs into tht Guerrier end the Congui'rant,
fixud' herself on the larbourd bow of (ho latter ; and when
that ship struck, passed on to the Peuple Souverain.  The
Thesevs, Captain Miller, followed, brought down the
Guerrier's ronaining nain and mizen masts, {hen anehoidd
iunide of the Spartiatg the third in the Froneh line
While thess ndvanced ships doabled the Freuch line,
the Vamguard was the first thut anchored on the outer
svide of the enemny, within half-pistol-shot of their third
ohyp, the Spartiate. Nelson bad six colours flying m
diffcrent parts of bis rigging, lest thay shonll be shoy
away ; that they should he struck, no British admiial
considery as a powibility. e vecrod lulf a cable, and
instantly opened a tremendous fire ; under covar of which
the othor four ships of his division, the Mivolusr, Belle-
rophon, Defence, and Majestic, wailed on ahead of the
adiniral. 1n a fow minates, every man stationed ot the
first six guns in the foro-part of the Fangaard ¢ deck was
killed or wounded ; these gums were three {uncs cleaved.
Captain Louis, in the Minotanr, snchered next shead, and
toaﬁ)t oif the fire of the dquilon, the fowrth in the encmy’s
line, . The Bellersy Ga.pta.in Darby, passed ahead. aud
%w& hor stern ansher om the starboard how of the
teut, sgventh in the line, Drncys’ own shipy of 120 gun.,
whose differcnce of force wum i proportion of more than
dgeyven to three, and whose weight of hall, fiom tho lower
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deck nlone, execnded ‘it from the whele brendside of
- the Bellerophon. Caphatsi Deyton, in the Defence; 100k his
station ahead of the Minotanr; and eigeacd thé Frunliin, -
the sixth in the line 5 by ~which judicious movement the
British linc vemained unbroken. The Mujestic, Captoin
“Westeott, got entaigled with the main rigging of one of
the French ships astern of the Opient, and suffered dread-
fully from that three-deckers firg } but sho swung clear,
and, closely engaging the Heurcumyithe ninth ship on the
starboard bow, received alzo the fire of the Tonngmt, which
/a8 the cighth in the'line,  The other four ships of ithe
British squadron, baving heen detuched previous +o the-
discovery of tie Freneh, were at a cousiderable distance
when the action began. Tt commenced at hali-pastesix ;.
about seven night closed, and there was no other light
than that from the fire of the contending fleets.
Troubridee, iu the Culloden, then foremost of the re-
maining ships, way two leagues sgtorn, Ile came on’
sounding, as the others had dume; as he advanced, the
ingreusing darkuess increased the difficulty of the naviga-
tion ; and suddenly, after having found eleven fathoms
water, before the lead could Le hove again, he was fast
aground ; nor could all his owngxertions, joined to those
of the Lzender and the Mutlne brig, which came to bis
asgistance, get him off in time to hear a part in the action
His ship, howerer, served a8 & beacon to the dlexander
and Sewiftsure, which wounld*else, from the conrse which
they were bolding, have gone conisiderably farther on the
reef, and must inevitably’ bave: heen: lost: These ships
cutered the bay, and took theit stztions, in the darkness,
‘in & manner still spoken- of with sdmimtion by all who
rememtbered it. Captain Hallowell, in the Suifsure, us he
was hearing down, fell in-with what seéwed tobe a strange
sail ; Nelson had dirccted his ships to hoist four lights
Jhorizontally at the mizen-peak,,as sopn as'it becimedark ;
‘and this vessel had no’such distinction.. Halowell, how-
ever, with great judgmeént, ‘ordered ‘his wen not to five.
““Tf she wag an encty;” he sid, “she was'in too disabled.
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'8 state to.escape ; by, from her sails being loose, and the
way in which her bead twas, it was probable she might be
an English'ship.”  Jtiwes shi-Bellegophon, overpowered by

+the buge:(rient; her Tights had .gone overboard, nearly
two hundred of her erew were killed.wif wounded, all her
masts and cablos had Leen shot away, alid she was drifting
out of the line, toward the lee side of the bay., Her
station, ak this iuportent "time . was occupied by the
Sheiftsure, which oygmed » steady fire on the quurter of
the Frandlic and the bows of the Frepch admirl, Ay
the same instant, Captain Ball, with the,dlaonder, vissed
under his stern, and anchvred within side gn his larboard
yuarter, raking him, snd keopitg ap. o severc fire of
musketry npon Lis decks.  The last ship which arrived.
to complete the destruction of the encmy was the Ledider, |
Captaan Thompson, finding fhat nothing. could bLe done
that night 1o get ofl" ibe Cudloden, advunced with the
ntention of anchoring athwart-huwse of the Orient.  The

Frasdilin was so nenr her shead, that there was not rowa
tor him to pass clesr of the #wo; he therefore took his
stution athwari-huwse of . the latter, in such a position as.
to rake both. ' S L

The two firet ships of . the Fyencly, line had been dis-
masted within.a quarter of an honr after the commence-
ment of the netion’; and the others had in that time
suffered  so severely< that wietory was alrowdy certain,
Tho third, fourth,«and ffth weére iaken possession of at
half-past . eight, <Meavtime, Nelson reacived n. severe -
woungd on, the head, dram . b plece of langridge shot.
Captain Beprd caught him in his srms a8 he was falling,

The great cfiusion -of: blood ~ocdasivued an, apprebension

thutithe-iround was moitel ;. Nideon himself thought so.

A lpyge fBap of the skin of 'the forcheud, cut from the

s ol #allen over one oye ; and, the other being Dliud, -
Wﬁ"umw darkness, Whm‘x Je wys carried down,,
#he surjeoniin. the midst of & scene searcely to b cone.
geived by those wha bave. never seen s oockpit intime

of action, snd. the, hépobaw. which i displayed amdd its:,
hmuﬁwijth a natritpl and pardonablé eagerness, qniﬁﬁed ¢

R B
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the poor fellow then uynder his hands, that he might.
instantly attend the admiral, - “Naf* said- Nelson, “I
will take my turn with'my brave fdllows” Nor would "
he suffer his own wound to be examined till every man
who had becn previcusly woinded was properly sttended

to. .
. Fully believing that the wound was mortal, and that
he was abont to die, as he had ever desived? in battle and
in victory, he called the chaplain, and. desired him to
deliver what he supposed to be his dying remembrance to
Lady Nelson.: He then sent for Captain Louis on board,
from the Mincmar, that ho might thank him porsonally
for the. great assistance which he had rendered to the
Vanguard ; and, ever mindful of tliose who deserved to
o Lis friends, appoinbéd Captain Hardy from the brig to
the command of his own ship, Captain Borry having to
go home with the news of the wvictory. When the
surgeon came in due time to exantive his wound (for it
was in vain to intrest him'to let it be examined soouer),
the most anxious silence prevailed ; and the joy of the
wounded men. and of the whole ¢row, when they heard
that the hurt was mergly superficial, gave Nelson deeper
Peasure tkan the utrexpected amsurance that his life was
i no danger. The surgeon requested, and, as fur as he
could, ordered him to remain guiet ;, but Nelson conld not
rest. He called for his sectetury, ¥r. Campbell, to write
the despatches. Campbell had himgelf been wounded,
and was so affected at the, blind and saffering state of the
adwiral that be was unable to write, 'The chaplain wes'
then sent for: but, before he came: XNelson; with: his
characteristic eagerness, took the pen, and oo'ntm:vo& to .
trace a fow words, marking*his devout sexise of the antcess
which had already beent pbtaided. He was nowleft alone,,
when suddenly a oy was heard on the deek that the
,Orivut wad'on fire. In the confusion he found his way
< up, unassisted and unnoticad, and, to the astonishient of’
-everyone, appeared ¢n the quarter-deck, where he fm- .
medistely gave opders that boats should be seut te the -
‘velief Of the emexny. . i - : .
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It was soon aftes nin that the #ré on board the Orisnt
broke out.. Brueys was dend; he had reccived threc
wounds, yet would not leave his post ; a fourth cut him
nlmost in two. He desired not to be carried below, buat
‘to be left to die upon deck. The flames soon mastered
.his ship. Her sides had just been piinted, and the oil-
Jars and paint-bucket'were lying on the poop. By the
prodigious light of this conflagration, the situation of the
two flects could now be perceived, the colours of both
being clearly distinguishsble. Abot ten o'clock’ the ship
blew up, with a ghock which was folt te the very bottom
of every vessel. Many of her ‘officers and men jumped
overboard, some clinging to the spars and picces of wreck
with which the sea-was strewn, othdrs swimming to escape
from the destruction which -they momentarily dreaded.
Some wore picked up by our boats, and zome, even in the
heat and fury of the action, were dragged into the lower
ports of the nocarest British shipy by %‘: British snilors.
The greater part of her crew, howevd¥, withstood the
danger till the last, and continuedto fife from the lower
deck, . .

"Phis tremendous explosion was followed by a silence not
m awful ; tho firing immediately ccased on both sides,
and ihe first sound which broke the silence was the dash
of her shattered masts and yurds falling into {he watcr,
from' the, vast height to which they had heen oxploded. |
It is upon record that a battle between two armics was
once hroken off by an earthquake. * Such an event would
be felt like & miracle ;gbut no incident in war, produced
by human means, has Bver’ equalled thé sublimity of this
yob-instantaneous panke, ‘shd all its circumstances.
-Rhqut seventy of the ridnts grew were saved by the
English boats. Among the many hundreds who perished
were the Commodore Casabiancs and his'son, a brave
boy, oily ten years old. They were scen flosting on &
shattered mast when the ship blew up. ' She had money
on board (the Plunder of Malta) to the amount of £600,000
sterling. "The mnasses of burning wreck, which were scat-
tered by the ox sion, excited for some ‘moments appre-



VICIORY OF THE NILE. 117

hensions in the English which they had never felt from
any other danger. Two large pieces fell into the main
and foretops of the Swifleure, without injuring any
porson. A port fire also fefl into the main-royal of the
Alopynidsr ; the five which it ocvasinned was speedily ox-
tinguirhed,  Captuin Dall had provided, as fur as human
foresight could provide, against any such danger. All the
shrouds and sails of hix ship, not absolutely necessary for
it¢ immediate mansgement, were thoroughly wetted, and
s0 tolled up that they were as hard and as litvle inflam-
meble as s0 wany sdfid eylinders,

The fiving rocommenced with the ships to leeward of
the centre, and contmued 611 nbout three, At daybreak
the Guillawpe Tell and the Canersux, the two rearsships
of the cuery, were the only French ships of the line which
had their e¢olows flying; they ent iheir cables in the
furenoon, not having been engaged, and stood vut to sea,
and two frigates with them  The Zealous pursued ; But
a~ there wos no other ship in a condition te support
Gaptain TTood, he was recalled, Tt was generally belioved
by {he officers that, it Nelson had not been wounded, not
one of these shaps conld bave escaped ; the four certainly
conld uob, if the Culloden had got into action ; and if the
frignie. belonging to the squadron had been yresent, not
one of the enemy's fleet would have left Aboukir Bay,
Thene four vessels, howover, were all that cscaped ; and
the victory was the most conplote and glorious in the
annals of naval history. “Victory,” said Nelson, “is not
a name gitrong cnough for such a scene ;” he called it a
conquest. Of thirteen sail of the line, nine were taken
and two burnt ; of the four frigates, one was sunk, another,
the Artemise, was burnt jn & villanous wanner by her
captain, M. Estandlet, who, having fired a broadside at
the Zheseus, struck his colours, then set fire to the shi]
and escaped with most of his crew to shore. The Briti
lo.y, in killed and wounded, amounted to 895. Westcott
was the only captain who fell ; 3,105 of the French, in-
cluding the wounded, were sent on shure by cartel, and
5,225 perished,
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As soon 4 the pongtest was completed, Nolson simt.
-orders thresgh the floet to return thanksgiving in every
ship for the victory with which Almighty God had blessed
his Majesty's arms. The Fremch at Rosettu, Who with
miseugh féar beheld the engagement, were at ¥ loss to
“understand the stillness.af the feet during the perform:
ance of this solemn duty, but it seemed to affech many
of the prisougrs, officers as well as men ; and, gracelew
and godless as the officers were, some of them remarked
dhat it was no wonder such order was preserved 'in the
British navy, when the minds of oirr men eould be -
_pressed with such sentiments after so great 2 victory, and
at & moment of such confusion. . The French at Rosetta,
seeing their fonr ships sail out of the bay unmelested,
‘endeavoured to persuade themselves that they were in
possession of the place of battle. But it was in vain thws
to attempt, ageinst their own seeret and vertain eonvie-
fion, to deceive themsgltves ; and even if they could Lave
succeoded in this, the bonfires which the Arabs kindled
along  the whole coast and over the country, for thos:
following nights. would soon have undeceived theuw.
Thousands of Arubs and Egyptians lined the shore and
covered the hoase-tops during the action, rejoieing in the
destruction whivh had overteken their invaders. Long
after the battle, innumerable bodies were secn floating
about the bay, in spite of all the exertions which were
made to sink them, us well from fear of postilence as from
the loathing and horror which the sight occasioned. The
shore, for ap e:iﬁ;nt of four leagues, was covered with
‘wreek ; and the Arabs found employment for many days
in burning onghe beach thefragmments which were.cast
ap, for the sake of the iron. < Part of the Orients maiu-
pash was picked up by the Swiftsure, Captajn Hallowell
ordeg¥lt Ly carpenter to make a coftin of it ; the iron as
wellag wood was talip, from the wreck of the same ship.
1t was finished as well and handsomely as the workman'’s
gkl and materials would. perwit ; snd Hallowclt/then
&uﬁiﬂ ¥the adiniral with the following letter .~ Big I’
e ) ‘ ' '

[ MR
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“Rawe iktesithe lierty of presonting you a coffin made from
fb« iajgganast of the Urient, Lhat, whon you Mwvve finished *
-9 ry career in this Srordd, you may be buvied in,
one ur trophics.  But that that period ‘may be far
;,dﬂs%ﬁ‘is the. carmest wish of your sincere friend,” Benja- .
min Hallowell” An offering so strarge, and yet so suited .
to the ocension, was received by Nelson in the. spicit with
which ic was sent. As if he folt it good for him, now
that he was at the swmmit of his wishes, to have death
before his eyes, he ordered the coffin to be placed upright
in hig eabin. Suach a piece of furniture, however, was
more svitable, fo his own feolings than to those of his
guesls und mtmd‘mtb, and an old favourite servant. ime
treated him so earnostly tolet it be removed that at ¥
he consented to have the coflin curiod bhelow. But he
gave strict ovilers that #% sbould T safely stowed, and
roserved tor the purpose for which it brave and Worthy
donor had designed 1t -

The wicvoyy was complete ; but N alson could not pmr-
sac it as e would have done for want'ef means. * Had he
been provided with small craft, nothing could have
prevented the destruction of the storeships and transports
in the port of Alexandria ; four bomb-vessels would at
thuﬁ titue. have burnt the whole in & few hours. * Were

I to dig this moment,” said he, in his despatches {o the
Admiralty, -esomt of )%gaies would be fouml stamped,
on uy heart ! Nowords of mine can express what 1 have
suffered, and am suffering, for want of them” He had
also 1o bear up against great bodily suffering ; the blow
had so shaken his : head that frown-its constant and violent
“aching, and tho perpetual sickness which aecompanied the
pasin, he could scarcely persaade: himselt that the skull
was not fractured, - Had it ot been for Troubridge,
Ball, Hood, and 1‘.[&110“’0“ he declared that he should have
sunlk under the fabigue of refitting the squadron. - AlLY
he waid, “had done. well but these sfficers wero his sup-
porbers.” Dut, amidst ]agb sufforings and exertions, Nelsom .

“could yet think of all tho consequosices of bis victory ; and
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that no advantage of it might be lost, ho diapabehodnn’
officer overland to Indin, with letters to ‘the Goverriorof .
Bowbay, dyforming him of the arvival of the Frenéh in
Egypt, the total destruction of their feet, and the gonse~
quent preservation of India from any ettempt. agairat it”
on the part of tlis formidable armament. * He knew.
that Bombay,” he said, “was their first object, if they .
" could get there ; but he trusted that Almighty God would |
overtlirow in Egypt these pests of the human race. Bona-
“parte had never yet had fo contend with an English
officer, and he would endeavour {o make him respect us.”
This despatch he sent upun kLis own respensibility, with
Jétters of credit upon- the East India Company, addressed
to the Dritish consuis, vice-consuls, and merchants on his
route ;" Nelson saying ihat, if he had done wrong, he
hoped the bills would he paid, and he would repay the
Company ; for, as an Englishman, he should be proud that
it had been in his jiver to put our settlements on their
guard.” The information which by this means reached
India was of ‘great importance. Orders had just Leén
raceived for defensive preparations, upon a seale-propor- |
tiongle tn the apprehended danger, and the extraordinary .
expenses which would otherwiso have been incurred wore”;
thus prevented, ' R I
Nelson was now at the summit of glory.  Cougratula-
tions, rewards, and honours were showered gpon him by
all the states, and princes, and powers, to whom his victery ~
gavearespite. The first communication of this naturewhich
he received was from the Tutkish Byltan, who, a8 soon as |
the invasion of Egypt was known, had called upon “alitrue’.
believers to take arms againgt those swiiish infidéls the
French, that they might deliver these blessed habitations '
fraom their accursed hands;” and who had ordered his.
“pashag to turn might into day in their efforts to take
‘vengeance.” :@A:e‘;{’xment of “his Irmperial Majesty, the
powerful, formidable, and ~most mmagnificent -Grand
Scignior,” was a pelisse’ of sables, with broad sleeves.
~yalued at five thousand dollars, and a dimmnond sigrette,

N
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wilued at, eightecn thousand—the most honourable ba,dife
among the Turks ; and in this instance mnore especially
honourables because it was taken from one of the royal:
turbans. “If it were worth o million,” said Nelson to
his wife. " my pleasyre would be to see it in your pos-
session.” The Sultan also sent, in a spirit worthy of imita-
tion, & purse of two thousand sequins, to be distributed
among the wounded. The mother of the Siltan sent him
a Lox set with diimonds, vulued at one thounsand pounds,
The Czar Paul, in whom the better part of his strangely-
ooinpounded nature st this thue predominated, presented
bim with his portrait, sob in diamonds, in a gold box,

- o . .
accomponied with a letter of congratmlation, written
his own hand,  The King of Surdinja also wrote to him,
and sent & goll box, set with diswonds. Honours in
profusion wero awaiting Lim ab Naples. In his own
country, the King granied these honourable augmentations
to hig armorial eusign @ a chict undylated, argent , thereon
vaves of the sea; from which o palmi-treo fsuaut, between

a giabled ship on the dexter, and a ruinous buttery ou
the sinister, all proper; and for his crest, on a noaval
crown, or, the chelengk or plume preseuted to him by
the Tark, with the mottu, Palinam qui mwruit ferats
And to ks supporters, beiny a sailor ou the dexter, and 8

- lion on the sinister, were given those honourable augmen-

, tations : a palm-branch in the suiler’s band, and another

* in the paw of a lion, both proper ; with a tri-coloured flag
and staff in' the lion’s mouth. He was créatod Baron
Nelson of the Nile, and of Buruham Thorpe, with o pen-
sion of £32000 for his dwn life, and those of Lis two im-
mediate succesgors. When the grant was,moved in the
House of Cominons, CGenépal Walpole ‘expiessod an
opiuion that u higher degree of rauk onght to bo con-

* 1§ has Leen eproneonsiy <aid that the votto wes welectod by the King: it
was nxed o by “].-'u-d hennliv, atd Lahen !rom.l‘m wde t.ll Jlll‘Ll.l’.ﬁ‘. The q:x;l);in,:
caton was sanulaoly dortunate; aed tie ode Gsddf brosghes u spisit in wirieh
10 MW U ever hore tealy svinpathised than Nalson toe )
Luncuiran paribus cui tatibus rales,

Yprelent nuunng ponit, &8
Palmum qwt meruit feiut.
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ferred. Mr, Pitt mado answer, that he thought it nesd-
less to enter into that question. “Admiral Nelson’s fame,”
he paid, “would be co-equal with the British Bame ; and
it would be vemerbbered that he had obtained tho greatest
naval victory on record, when no man woald think of asking
whether he had been created s baron, s vigsocount, or an earl.”
It was strange that, in ibe very act of conferring a title,
the Ministor shonld have excused himself for not having
confeired 8 higher oue, by representing all titles, on such
an occavion, as nugatory and superfluons. True, mndeed,
whates er title had been bestowod, whether vissount, earl,
marquis, duke, or princy, if our laws had sa permitted, he
who yeccved it would have been Nelson still,  That
nazee ho had ennoblc 1 beyond oll additrion of nobility :
it was the name by which Eneland loved him, France
feared him, ltaly, Koypt, and Turkey celchrated him ;
and by which be will continue to be known while the
present kmgdoms and sangnnges of the woild endure, and
as long as thewr lustory attcr them shall be held in re-
membrance, It depended upon the degreo of rank what
should be the fasluon of his curopet, in what page of the
red book Ins name was to be iuserted, aud what prece-
denoy should bo allowed his ludy in the drawing-rosm and
at the ball  That Nolsow’s hononrs were affocted thus far,
and no farther, might be conceded to Mr. Pitt and his
collengrod® in admmistration , but the degreo of rank
which they thonght proper to allot was the measurc of their
gratitude,* {hough uot of his serviees, This Nelson felt ;
and this he expressed with indignation among his friends.

L]

S M1 Windliamn must be excepted fiom this well-deserved cenmure, He,
whose fate 14 seems to have becn almest alwaye to think and fecl moe gene-
rongly than thoae with whom he seta, declured, wheh he contended againet his
onn party for Lad Welhmgton's prer ige, that be ainays thought Lord Nelson
h.u}d%n wadog tatdy revazded  The esan was the more fiagrant, because an
[ batt #p lately ucen Framted for the bastle of 6t Vmceent’s -an attion

whath conld nover B compas d with the battle of the Nile, if the viry different

m#ine in which itards sewaded dad not necessafily fmce o comparison,
sally when th t whicl Nelson bere an it was considaed  Jords
nncan aud St Yineewt had each u peosudt of L1000 fiom the Insh Govern-
at. s was not srantcd to Nelsan, i consequence of the Unon, though,

surely, 1t would bo mure Yroomn,, to crease the Brajwh giant than lo sase s
¥ thousund & yrar by the Uniun in such cages.
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Whatever may have been the motives of the Ministry,
and whatever the formalities with which they exoused
their conduct to themselves, the importance and magni-~
tude of the victory were universally acknowledged. A
aant of £10,000 was voted to Nelson by the East India
Company ; the Turkish Company presented him with a
pioce of plate ; the City of London presented & wword to
him, and to each¥of hus captains ; gold medals were dis-
tributed to the captains and the first lieutenants of all the
ships that were promoted, as had boen doue after Lord
Howe's victory, Nelson was exceedingly anxions that
the captary amd first-licutenant of the Culloder should not
he prwed over hoenuse of their misfortune, To Trou-
biidee himself he said, “Let us rejnice thut the ship
which got on shore was cownmanded by un officer whose
character 13 8o thoroughly established.” To the Admiralty
he stuted that Captain Troubridge’s couduct was as fnlly
entitled to praiso as that of auy one oSoer in the squadron,
and as highly deservivg of yeward. It was Troubridge,”
said he, “ who equipped the squadron so noon at Syracuse ;
it was Troubridge who exerted himself for me atter the
action ; 1t was Troubridge who saved the Culloden, when
vone that [ know iu the service would bave attempted it.”
The gold medal, therefore, by the King's express desire,
was mven 1o Captain Tronbridge * for his services both
befure and nince, and for tho great and wonderful exertion
which, he made at, the time of the action in suving and
getting off his ship.” The privaie letter {rom the Admi-
ralty to Nelson informed him that the first-lientenants of
all the ships cugaged were 10 bo promoted. Nelson in-
stantly wrole to the commander-in-chief ¢T gincerely
hope,” «aid be, ®this.is not intended io exelude the
firdt-heutenant of the Culloden. Tor heaven’s sake! for
my sahe! if it be so, geb it altered. Our dear friend
Troubridge has endured onough, His m‘#‘orings were,
in every respecl. more than any of us,” "o the Admi-
rally he wrote in torms ogqually warm. “I hope, and
believe, the word engaged is not intended to exclude the
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Oulloden. '+ The merit of that ship; snd her gallant cap-
tein, are tos well kmown to benefit by anything T cotld
say. Hor misfortuny was great in getting aground, whila
her mare. fortunste companions were in the full tide of
happisess. No; I am confident that my geod Lord
Spemeer will never add misery to misfortuse. Captain
Treubridge on shore iy smaperior to captains afloat : in the
‘midst of his great misfirtunes he mide those signals
which prevenied, cerbainly the Alexander and Sudfisure
from runming on the shoals. 'I beg your pardon for
writing on & subject which, I verily believe, has nover
entered your lordship’s head ; but my heart, as it ought
to be, is warm to my gallant friends” Thus feelingly
alive was Nelson fo the claims, and interests, and feelings
of others. The Admiralty repliéd that tho 'exception
was necessary, as tho ship had not been in action ; but
they desived the commender-inchief io promote the
lieutennnt upon the first vacancy which chould occur.
Nelson, in remembrance of an-old and uninterrupfed
friendship, appointed Alexander Davison sole prize agent
for the:captured ships; upon which Davison ordered
megdals to be struck in gold for the eaptains, in silver for
the Heuteneste and warrant-officers, in gilt metal for the
petty offeers; and in copper for the sezmen and marines.
The cost of ‘thir ect of liberslity amounted nearly to
£20060. 'Tbis worthy of record on another account ; for
some of the gallant 1en, who received no other honorary
badge of their conduet pn that memorable day than this
copper medal from a private individual, years afterwards,
when they died upon'a foreign station, made it their last
request tim-'tha medals might carefully be sent home to
their respective frienda, 8o sengible are brave men of
higgour, i whatever rank they muy be placed. -
A" Three of the frigates, whose yresence would have been
tial & fow weeks sponer, joined the squadron on
the twelfth d®¥ after the action. The fourth joined a fow
days after them. Nelson thus received despatches, which
wepdered 1 necessary for him to vefurn to Naples. Before
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he left Bgypt he burned three of the prizes; they could
not have been fitied fbr o passage to Gibraltar in less than
a month, and that at u great expense, and with the loss
of the service of at least two sail of the line. “I rest
assured,” he said to the Admiralty, + that they will be paid
for, and have held out that assurance to the squadron.
For if an admiral, after a victory, is to look after the
captured ships, and not to the distressing of. the enemy,
very dewly indeed must the nation pay for the prizcs. 1
trust that £60,000 will be deemed & very moderate suin
for them ; aud when the sorvices, time, and men, with
the expense of fittiug the three ships for a voyage to
Englaud, are considered, Goverument will save nearly as
much s they are valued at.  Paying for prizes,” be con-
tinned, “is no new idea of mine, and would often prove
an amazing saving io the Stato, even without taking into
calendation what the nution loses by the attention of
admirals to the property of the captors—an attention
ahbgolutely necessary as o recompense for the cxertions of
the officers and men,  An admiral may be amply re-
warded by his own teclings, and by the approbation of
his superiors ; but what reward have the inferior officers
and 1wen but the value of the prizes? ¥ an adwriral
takes that from thew, on any considérstion, he cannot
expret 1o be well supported.”  To Earl 8t. Vincent he
said. * If he could have been sure that Government would
have paid o reasonable value for them, he would have
ordered two of the other prizes to be burnt, for they
would cost more in refitting, and by the loss of ships
attending them, than they were worth.”

Huaving sent the six remaining prizes forward, under
Sir Jumes Saumarez, Nelson left Captain Hood, in the
Zealous, off Alexandria, with the Swiftsure, Goliath,
Alemene, Zeadous, and Emerold, and stood out to sea
himself on the seventeenth day after the battle.



CHAPTER VI.

Nelson returns to Naples—8tate of that Court and Kingdom—General Mack—
The French approach Naples—¥Flight of the Royal Family—Successes of the
Allies in [taly—"T'ransartions in the Ray of Naples--Expulsion of the French
from the Neapolitan and Roman States-—Nelson is made Dule of Bronte——

" He leaves the Mediterranean and returns to England.

NEewson’s health had suffered greatly while he was in
the Agumemnon. “My complaint,” he said, “is as if a
girth were buckled taut over my Dreast; and my en-
deavour in tlie night is to get it loose.” After the battle
of Cape St. Vincent he felt a little rest to be so essentinl
to his recovery that he declared he would not continne
to serve longer than the ensuing summer, unless it should
be absolutely necessary 3 for, in his own strong language,
he had then been four years and nine months without
one ywoment’s repose for body or mind. A few mounthy
intermission ot labour he had obtained—not of vest, {or
it was purchased with the loss of a limb ; and the greater
part of the time had been a season of constant pain. As
soon as his shattered frame had sufficiently recovered for
him to resume his duties, he was called to services of
greater importance than any on which he had hitherto
been employed, and they brought with them commensurate
fatigue and care. The anxiety which he endured during
his long pursuit of the enemy was rather changed in its
direction than abated by their defeat ; and this constant
wakefulness of thought, added to the effect of his wound,
and ‘the exertions from which it was not possible for one
.of so ardent and wide-reaching a mind to spare himself,
nearly proved fatal. On his way back to Italy he was
seized with fever. For eighteen hours his life was
despaired of ;sand even when the disordervtook a favour-

jle turn, and he was so far recovered as again to appear
op deck, be himself thought that his end was approaching
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—auch was the weakness to which the fever and cough
hod reduced him.  Writing to Earl St. Vincent, on the
passage, he said to him, “ I never expect, my dear lord, to
see your face again. It may please (God that this will be
the finish to that fover of anxjety which I have endured
from the middle of June ; but be that as it pleases His
goodness. 1 nm resigned to Hiy will”

The kindest attentions of the warmest friendship were
awaiting him at Naples. ¢ Come here,” said Sir William
Hamilton, «for God’s sake, my dear friend, as soon as the
serviee will permit you. A pleasaut apartmnent is ready
tor you i my, house. and Emma is looking out for the
softest pillows, to repose the few wearied linbs you have
left.”  Happy would it have been for*Nelson if warm and
sarveful friendship bad been all that awaited him there !
He hinself saw at that time the character of the Nea-
politan court, us it first struck an Englishman, in its true
light ; aud, when he was on the waf, he declared that he
detested the voyage to Naples, and that nothine hut
acecssity could have forced him to it. But never was
any heru, on his return from victory, welcomed with more
heartfclt joy.  DBefore the battle of Aboukir the court
of Naples lud been trembling for its existence. The
language which the Directory held towards it was well
described by Sir Williain Hamilton ws being exactly the
langnage of o highwayman. The Neapolitans were told
that Denevento might be added to their dominions, pro-
vided they would pay a large sum sufficient to satisfy the
Directory ; and they were warned that if the proposal
were refused, or even if there were any delay in accepting
it, the French would revolutionise ull Italy. The joy,
therefore, of the court, at Nelson’s success, was in pro-
portion to the dismay from which that success relieved
them. The Queen was a daughter of Maria Theresa, and
sister of Maric Auntoinette. Had she n the wisest
and gentlest of her sex, it would not haveé bheen possible
for her to have regarded the French without hatred and
horror ; and the progress of revelutionary opinions, while
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it perpetually remmded her of her sister's fate, excited
no unreasonable apprehensions for her own. Her feclings,
naturally ardent, and little accustomed to restraint, were
excited to the highest pitch when the news of the vietory
arvived. Lady Huamilton, her constant friend and favourite,
who was present, says, “Tt is not possible to deseribe her
transports : she wept, shé kissed Lier husband, her chil-
dren, walked frantically about the room, burst into tears
again, and a<ain kissed and ewmbraced every peron near
her, exelaiming, ‘O brave Nelson! € tGod! bless and
protect our brave deliveree ! O Nilson, Nelson'! what,
do we uot owe you! (s ¢ ucror—saviour of IHaly!
Oh-th.t my wolen beut «uld now tell bim personally
what we owe to hitu !’ iShe herself wrote to the Nea
politan ambassador at Loudon upon the vecasion, 10 te
which show tho fulness of her joy, and the hewht of t ¢
hopes which it had exeited 1 wish 1 coald ainve wine
said she, “to tho bearer v tho new, and, a. bin zam
time, to our most sinced + gratitute  Ghe ol b
sea~coast of Ttaly ise. v ¢ and th < 15 owimneg alon fo%he
generons E!H,"l.lSh Tnis ba,ttle, W Y Al Loanerc con f‘f”}.
this total defeat of the regioidc quadre |, vvus ohtamed by
the val.ar of thix brive ady aal, scwo fud by o navs
which s the teror of its cacines, Lhe vicony s w0
complete that 1 can otill sear oly Lelwne 1o, and of £
were not the brave Inglish v Gfon, which 15 accustoms d
to perform Ln'odlgies by sea, & cnad b persunde myself
that it had happened. 11 wonld have 1a0ved you to have
seen all my children, boys sud girls, hanging on my neck,
and crying for joy at the happy news. Recommend the
hero to his master ; he has filled she whole of ltaly with
admiration of the Englinh. (ireat hopes were cutertained
of pome advantages being gained by his beavery, but no
one could look for so total a destruction. Al here are
%hml;emgthj”; fi ‘of tho royal famil ell
ing the feelings of tho ro mily, it may w
E supposed with what delight, and with what honours,
would be welvomed. Early on the 27nd of Rep~
3
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tender the poor, wretehed Vunguard, as he called his
shattered vessel, appeared in sight of Naples. The Culloden
and Alezander had preceded her by some days, and given
notice of her approach.  Hany haundred beats and barges
were ready to go forth and meet him, with music and
streamers, and every demowitration of joy and trimmph.
Sir William and Lady Hamilton led the way in their
state buvee,  They bl seen Nelon only for a few days
forie years ago: but they then powvivml in hiin that heroie

spiritb whic i was how o {u'ly aud glorionsly vinifeded
o the wialds Famia Fadly emlton, who from this
time s greatly infln oo s fnbure Tife, was o woman
whtee poremad ceanrt aoaenta e seldom been
t-qn.illv(i, Aaned R yowers ol misd were not loas® fas-
cinting then It yeeson, She was passionately attached
to the Querng ol v ber buinense, the Dritich fleet had
vhtateed thase opphies Myvacuse  without which,
Nelson ale s ~metoabe htide a0 S houkir could not
e be ok Bhachh 2 ohe Jong int eved which passed
pefore onv tpiars woee ceeived, her anxiety had been
havely Lo b o Nebson niaieol, whide pursuing an
suenry of w e condl obtare o juformation ; anl
wiver the iwdine s were tesught hee by a joyiel beaver
operrte vothed, dis elfect sas s o h ot whe felt ke one
who hd feeen shole She aad 20 W e had Literally
heen made dll by thoir hopr=s il dene, wnd oy at o
catastrophe so far execrdig ail Lt they had dared to
hope for.  Their admiration thy the heva necessarily pro-
duced n degree of proportivante gracilbade wnd atfection ;
and when their b.u«v(, came along 1de the Fenguard, a%
the sight of Nelson Lady Hamilton .prang up the ship's
side, and exclaiming, “ O God! is it powsible?” fell into
his arms, more, he says, like one de\d than alive. He
described the meeting as « terribly atfecting.” These friends
had scarcely recovered from their tears when the King,
who went out to mcet him thrce leagues in the royal
barge, came’on board and took him by iheo hand, calline
hint hiv deliverer and preserver ; from all the boats around

F
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he was saluted with the same appellations. The multitude
who satrounded him when he landed repeated the same
enthusiastic cries; and the luzzaront displayed their joy
by holding up birds in cages, and giving them their liberty
as he passed.

His birthday, which oceurred a week after his arrival,
was cclebrated with one of the most splendid fétes ever
beheld at Naples.  But, notwithstanding the splendour
with which he was encircled and the flattering honowrs
with which all ranks welcomed him, Nelson was fully
sensible of the depravity, as well as weakness, of those by
whom he was surrounded.  ““What precious moments,”
said he, *the courts of Naples aund Vienna urc losing !
Three months would liberate Ttaly ; but this court is so
enervated that the happy moment will be lost. I am
very unwell ; and their miserable conduct is not likely to
cool my irritable temper. It is a country of fiddlers and
pocts, whores and scoundrels.” This sense of their ruinons
weakness he always retained ; uor was he ever blind to
the mingled folly and treachery of the Neapolitan Muais-
ters, and the complication of iniquities under which the
country groaned ; but he insensibly, under the influcnee
of Lady Hamilton, formed un affection for the court, to
whose misgovernmeut the miserable condition of the
country wus so greatly to he imputed.

The state of Naples may he desaribed in few words.
The King was onc of the Spanish Lourbons.  As the
Cuwesars have shown us to what wickeduess the morud
nature of princes may be perverted, so in this fuwnily the
degradation to which their intellectual nature can be
reduced has been not less couspicuously eviuced.  Fer-
dinand, like the vest of his race, was passionately fond of
field-sports, and cared for nothing else. 1is Quoen had
all the vices of the House of Austria, with little to miti-
gate, and nothing to ennoble them ; provided she could
have her pleasures, and the King his sports, they carcd
not in whet manner the revenuc was raiseds or adminis-
tered. . Of course, & system of favouritism exercid ut court;
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and the vilest and most impudent corruption prevailed in
every departinent of state, and in every branch of ad-
winistration, from the highest to the lowest. It is only
the institutions of Christianity and the vicinity of better-
vegnlated states which prevent kingdoms, uuder suck
circumstances of misrule, from sinking into a barbarism
like that of Turkey. A sense of better things was kept
alive in sume of the Neapolitans by literature, and by
their intercourse with happier countries. These persons
saturally looked to France at the commencement of the
tevolution ; and, during all the horrors of that Revolution,
<t cherishied 2 hope that, by the aid of Frauce, thcy
targht he enabled to estublish a new order of things in
Naples.  They were grevously mistaken in suppodiug
that the jrmeples of liber tv would ever be supported by
Urance, bt they were not mistaken in helieving that no
aovernuents eowld be worse thau their own ; and theve-
tore they cousidered any chanze ay desivable.  In this
OIS nm of the et different characlers agreed
'\n.m\' of £he nobles who were nob in favour wished for a
»\uhm.,u thid. they dnicht obtain the ascendancy to
whica they thought thewselves entitled 5 men of decpe-
vave fortones desired it in the hope of enriching thewm-
~ofves, kneves and intmouers sold  themselves to the
tieeh o promote it aud a {ow enlightened men and
wrae lovers of their country joined in the same cause frow
he purest and noblest mwotives,  All these were confounded
mder tha common nawme of Jacobins 5 and the Jacobins
of the contmental kingdoms were regarded by the English
with more hateed than they deserved. They were classed
with Plelijpe Bgalité, Marat. and Hebert ; whereas they
deserved vatlier to be ranked, if not with Locke, and
Siduey, and Russcll, at least with Argyle and Moumouth,
and those who, having the same object as the prime
movers of our own revolution, failed in their premature
but not unworthy attenpt.
- No circumstances could be more unfavourable to the
best intercsts of Europe than those which placed Eugland
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in strict alliance with the superannuated and abominable
Clovernments of the Continent. The subjects of those
Clovernments who wished for freedom thus became enemices
to England and dupes and agents of France. They looked
to their own grinding grievances, and did not seo ihe
danger with which the liberties of the world were threat-
ened. England, on the other haud, saw the danger in its
true magnitude, hut was blind 1o these gricvances ; amd
tound hersell compelled to wapport systems which had
formerly been equally the object of her abhorrence and
her contempt.  This was the state of Nelson's wind. He
knew that there could he no pence for Burope till the
pride of France was humbled and her stiength broken ;
and he regarded all those who were the fricnds of France
as traitors to the common canse, as well as to their own
individual sovereigns,  There ave situntions in which the
wmost opposite and hostile parties may mean cqually well,
and yeb act eyally arong. The court of Naples, uncon-
seious of committing any erime by coutinuing the system
of misrule to which they had suceceded, conevived fhat,
i maintaining things as they wore, they were maintaining
their own rights, and preserving the people from such
borrors a3 had been perporated in Franee, The Neapo-
litun revolutionisis thought that, without a total change
of system, any relicf from the present evils was impossible;
and thuy believed themeelves justified in hringing abont
that chanse by any mean:  Doth parties knew that it
was the fixed intention of the French to revoluuoni-e
Naples.  The revolationists supposed that ib was for the
purpose of establishing a free government 5 the court and
all disinterested persons were perfectly aware that the
enemy had no other ohject than couguest and plunder.
The battle of the Nile shook the power of France
Ter most successinl general, ard her fine-t army, were
blocked up in Egypt—hopeless, as it appeared, of return ;
and the governmcnt was in the bands of men withous
talents, withont character, and divided among themsclves.
Austria, whom Bonaparte had territied into a peacc ab u
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time when constuncy on her part would probably kave .ed
to his destruetion, took advantage of the crisis to renew
the war,  Russia also was preparing to euter the fieid
with wnbroken forees—lad by a general whose extra-
ordinary wilitary genius would bave cutitled him to 2
bigh and honouralle vunk in history. if it had nét been
sultied Ty all the fm'ncity of a barbarian. Nap]es, secing
ot~ destruction at hand, and thinkmy that the ouly means
of averting 15 was by meeting the LLum( v, after lon g vacl-
Y utions, which were }vmlum‘d by the fears and w cdlu 8%
andd treactery of its couneil, agrecd at last to jon tkis
pow coalbion svith 2 1w merical force of 80000 nien.
selon tald the I{_ix-:_r, in plain tesms, that he had ke
cholce—ceither to advoree, trusting to God for Iiis
Plesties on o just eause, and poepared to die sword an
hand o to veman quet. and be Kicked out of his king-
done s one of there thinge nust Lappen. The King m ade
avewer, he wordd go on and treet e God and Nelson
.m\l Neleon. who woull else hate returned to Koyt
for®the purpose of desiroying the French shipping in
Alexundrin gave up his intention at the desive of the
Neapolitan court, and resolved to reanin on that station,
in Hu, hone that Tie might be uselnl to the movements of
the aviny.  He suspected also, with reason. that the con-
tivuance of his fleet was w0 enrnestly requested because
the royal {amily thouzht their persons would be safer, in
case of any mishap, under the Dritish {lag than under
their own,

TS fir b ohiect wes the recovery of Malta—an island
which the King of Naples pretended to claim. The
Maltese, whom the villanous knights of their order had
betrayed to France, bad taken up arms against their
1apacious invaders, with a spirit and unanimity worthy
the highest praise. They blockaded the French garrizou
by lamd and a small xquadron, under Captain Ball. begau
16 blockade them by sca on the 12th of October. Twelve
days afterwards Nelson arrived, aud the little island of
Gozo, dependent upon Multa, which had also been seized
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and garrisoned by the French, capitulated soon after his
arrival, and was taken possession of by the British in
the name of his Sicilian Majesty—a power who had no
betber claim to it than France. Having seen this effected,
and reinforced Captain Ball, he left that able officer to

re a most arduous and important part, and returned
himself to co-operate with the intended movements of
the Neapolitans.

General Mack was at the head of the Neapolitan
troops. All that is now doubtful concerning this man
is whether he was a coward or a traitor. At that time
he was assiduously extolled as a most consummate com-
mander, to whom FEurope might look for deliverance;
and when ho was introduced by the King and Queen to
the British admiral, the Queen said to him, “ Be to us b)
land, general, wha.t my hero Nelson has been by sea.
Mack, on his part, did not fail to praise the force which
he was appointed to fommand. “It was,” he said, «“tho
finest army in Europe.” Nelson agreed with him that
there could not be finer men ; but when the geueral, 4t 5
roview, so directed the operations of a mock fight that,
by an unhappy blunder, his own troops were surrounded
instead of those of the enemy, he turned to his friends
and exclaimed, with bitterness, that the fellow did not
waderstand his business. Another circumstance, not less
sharacteristic, confirmed Nelson in his judgment. “General
Mack,” 3aid he, in one of his letters, “ cannot move with-
mt five carriages. I have formed my opinion ; I heartily
pray I may be mistaken.”

While Mack, at the head of 32,000 men, marched into
Soe Roman state, 5000 N htam were embarked on
5oatd the British and Portuguese squadron, to take pos-
seasion. of Leghorn. This was effected without opposition ;
wd the Grand Duke of Tuscany, whose neutrality had
been <0 outrageously violated by the French, was batter

“patisfied with the measure than some of the Nespolitans
themselven. Naselli, their general, refused o.seiwe ihe
French vessels. at Leghom, beeo.use he mdmmke di
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Sangro, who was ambagsador at the Tuscan court main-
tained that the King of Naples was not at wa with
France. “What!” said Nelson, “has not the King
received, as a conquest made by him, the republican
flag taken at Gozo? Is not his own flag flying there,
and at Malte, not only by his permission, but by his
order? Is not his flag shot at every day by the French,
and their shot returned from batteries which bear that
flag? Axre not two frigates and a corvette placed uader
my orders ready to fight the French, meet them where
they may? Has not the King sent publicly from Naples
guns, mortars, &e., with officers and artillery, against the
French in Malta? If these acts are not tantamount. to
any written paper, I give up all knéwledge of what is
war.” This reasoning was of less avail than argument
addressed to the general's fears. Nelson told him that if
he permitted the many hundred French who were then
in the mole to remain ncutral, till tRey had a fair oppor-
tunity of being active, they had one sure resource, if all
othdr schemes failed, which was to set one vessel on fire;
the mole would be destroyed, probably the town also, and
the port ruined for twenty years. This representation
made Naselli agree to the half measure of laying an em-
bargo on the vessels. Among them were a great number
of French privateers, some of which were of such force as
to threaten the greatest mischief to our commerce ; and
about scventy sail of vessels belonging to the Ligurian
Republic, as Genoa was now called, laden with corn, and
ready to sail for Genoa and France, where their arrival
would have expedited the entrance of more French troops
into Ttaly. “The general,” said Nelson, #saw, I believe,
the consequence of permitting these vessels to depart in
ihe same light as myself; but there is this difference
between us—he prudéntly, and certainly safely, awaits the
orders of his court, taking no responsibility upon himself ;
T act from the circumstances of the moment, as I foeel may
be most advantageous for the cause which I serve, taking
all responsibility on myself” It was in vain to hope for
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anything vigorous or manly from such men as Nelson was
compelled to act with. The crews of the French ships
and their allies were ordered to depart in twodays. Four
days elapsed, and nobody obeyed the order ; nor, in spite
of the representations of the British Minister, Mr. Wynd-
ham, were any means taken to enforce it—the truc Nea-
politan shuffle, as Nelson called it, took place on all
occasions. After an absence of ten days he returned to
Naples, and, receiving intelligence there, from Mr. Wynd-
ham, that the privateers were at last to be disarmed, the
corn landed, and the crews sent away, he expressed his
satisfaction at the news in characteristic language, saying,
“So_far I am content. The enemy will be distressed,
and, thank God! I.shall get no money. The world, I
know, think that money is our God ; and now they will
be undeceived as far as relates to us. ¢ Down, down with
the French ! is my constant prayer.”

Odes, sonnets, and congratulatory poems of every
description were poured in upon Nelson on his arrival
at Naples, An Irish Franciscan, who was one of the
poets, not being content with pancgyric upon this occasion,
ventured upon a flight of prophecy, and predicted that
Lord Nelson would take Rome with his ships. His lord-
ship reminded Father M'Cormick that ships could not
ascend the Tiber ; but the father, who bhad probably for-
gotten this circumstance, met the objection with a bold

ont, and declared he saw that it would come to pass
notwithstanding. Rejoicings of this kind were of short
duration. The King of Naples was with the army which
had entered Rome ; but the castle of Bt. Angelo was held
by the French, and 13,000 French were strongly posted
in the Roman states at Castellana. Mack had marched
against them with 20,000 men. Nelson saw that the
event was doubtful, or rather that there could be very
little hope of the result. But the immediate fate of

*Naples, as he well knew, hung upon the issue, ¢« If Mack
is defeated,” said he, “in fourteen days this country is
lost ; for the Emperor has not yet moved his srmy, and
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Naples has not the vower of resisting the enemy. It was
not a case for cho.ce, but of nccessity, which induced the
King to march out of his kingdom, and not wait till {the
French had collected a force suflicient to drive him out of
it in a week.” He had no reliance upon the Neapolitan
officers, who, as he described them, seemed frightened at a
drawn sword or aloaded gun ; and he was perfectly aware
of the conseyucnces which the sluggish movements and
Jeceitful policy of the Austrians were likely to bring
Jown upon themselver, and all their continental allies.
“A deluyed war, on the part of the Emperor,” said ke,
writing to thy British Minister at Vienna, © will be de-
structive to this monarchy of Naples; and, of course, to
the newly-acquired dominions of the Fmperor in *Italy.
Had the wuar ecommcuced in September or October, ail
[taly would. at this moment have been liberated. This
month ix worse than the last: the next will vender the
sontest doubiful ; and in six months, when the Neapoli-
tan Republic will be organised, armed, and with its
muncrous re ources called forth, the Ewmperor will not
only Le defeated in Italy, but will totter on his throne at
Vienna. Dowan, dowiswith the French ! ought to be written
in the council-room of every country in the world ; and
may Almighty God give right thoughts to every sovereign
is my constant prayer!” His perfect foresight of tho
immediate event was clearly shown in this letter, when
he desirad the ambassador to assuve the Empress (who was
a dunghter of the House of Naples) that, notwithstanding
the councils which had shaken the throne of her father
and mother, he would remain there, ready to save their
persons, and her brothers and sisters ; and that he had
also left shijps at Leghorn, to save, the lives of the Grand
Duke and her sister. “For all,” said he, “must he a re-
public, if the Emporor does not act with expedition gud

vigour.” :

%—Iis fears were soon verified. “The Neapolitan ofiicergy’
paid Nelson, “did not lose much honour, for, God knows,
they had not much to lose; but thay lost afl :hey had.”

F v
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General St. Philip commanded the right wing of 10,000
men. He fell in with 3000 of the enemy, and, as soon as
he came near enough, deserted to them. One of his men
had virtuc enough to level a musket at him, and shot him
through the arm ; but the wound was not sufficient to
prevent him from joining the French in pursuit of his
own countrymen. Cannon, tents, baggage, and military
chest were all forsaken by the runaways, though they
lost only forty men ; for the French, having put them to
flight, and got possession of everything, did not pursue an
army of more than three times their own number. The
main body of the Neapolitans under Mack, did not behave
better. The King returned to Naples, where every day
brought with it the tidings of some new disgrace from
the army, and the ‘discovery of some new treachery atb
home ; till, four days after his return, the general sent
him advice that there was no prospect of stopping the
progress of the encmy, and that the royal family must
look to their own personal safety. Thestate of the public
mind at Naples was such, at this time, that neither the
British Minister, nor the British admiral, thought it
prudent to appear at court. Their motions were watched,
and the revolutionists had even formed a plan for seizing
and detaining them as hostages, to prevent any attack on
the city after-the French should have taken possession of
it. A letter, which Nelson addressed at this time to the
First Lord of the Admiralty, shows in what manner he
contemplated the possible issue of the storm. It was in
these words :—“ My dear lord, there is an old saying
¢ that when things are at the worst they must mend.” Now,
«the 1aind of man cannot faney things worse than they are
heve. But, thank God! my health is better, my mind
never firmer, and my-heart in the right trim to comfort,
relieve, and protect those whom it is my duty to afford
assistance to. Pray, my lord, assure our gracious Sove-
éjgn, that, while I live, I will support his glory ; and
wat, if I fall, it shall beinamannerwartixof-your
pdphip’s faithful and obliged Nelson. . I must not write
. Every word may be a text for a long letter.”
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Meantime Lady Hamilton arranged everything for the
removal of the royal family. This was conducted, on her
part, with the greatest address, and without suspicion,
because she had been in habits of constant correspondence
with the Queen. It was known that the removal conld
not be ecffected without danger ; for the mob, and espe-
cially the luvzaroni, were attached to the King ; and as,
at this time, they felt a natural presumption in their own
aumbers and strength, they insisted that he should not
leve Nuples.  Several persons fell victims to their fury ;
mnong others was a messenger from Vienna, whose body
was dragged under the windows of the palace in the
King’s sight. ~ The King and Queen spoke to the mob,
aud pacified them ; but it would not have been safewhile
they were in this agitated state, to have embarked the
effects of the royal faiily openly. Lady Hamilton, like a
Lerome of modern rowance, explored, with no little
danger, a subterraneous passage, ading from the palace
to the sea-side ; through this passage the royal treasures,
the choicest pieces of painting and sculpture, and other
property, to the amount of two millions and a half, were
conveved to the shore, and stowed safely on board the
Euglish ships. On the night of the Zlst, at half-past
¢ight, Nclson landed, brought out the whole royal family,
emibarked them in three barges, and carried them safely,
through a tremendous sea, to the Fanguard. Notice war
then iminediately given to the British merchants that
they would be received on board any ship in the squadron.
Their property had previously been embarked in trans-
ports. Two days were passed in the bay, for the purpose
of taking such persons on board as required an asylum ;
and, on the night of the 25rd, the fleet sailed. The next
day a more violent storm arose than Nelson had ever
before encountered. On the 205th, the youngest of the
princes was taken ill, and died in Lady Hamilton'’s arms.
During this whole trying season, Lady Hamilton waited.:
upon the royal family with the zeal of the most devoted
servant, at a time when, except one ian, no person be-
longing to the court assisted them. ‘
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On the morning of the 26th the royal family were
landed at Palermo. It was soon seen that their flight
had not been premature. Prince Pignatelli, who had been
left as vicar-general and viceroy, with orders to defend the
kingdom to the last rock in Calabria, sent plenipoten-
tiaries to the Freuch camp before Capua; und they, for
the wake of saving the capital, signed an armistice, by
which the greater yart of the kingdom was given up to
the enecmy—a cession that necessarily led to the loss of
the whole. This was on the 10th of Junuary. The Frénch
advanced towards Naples. Mack, under pretext of taking
shelter from the fury of the lezzuroni, fled to the French
Gencral Championet, who sent him under an escort to
Milen ; but as Frangg hoped for farther services from this
wrebched traitor, it was thought prudent to treat him
apparcutly as a prisoncr of war. The Neapolitan army
disappenred in a few days ; of the men, some, following
their oiticers, deserted to the cnemy ; the greater part
took the opportunity of disbanding themsclves. The
lazzaront proved true to their country ; they attacked the
enemy’s advanced posts, drove them iu. und were not
dispirited by the murderous defeat which they suffered
from the main body. Flying into the city, they continned
to defend it, even after the French had planted their avtil-
lery in the prineipal streets. Hud there been a man of
genius 1o have directed their enthusiasm, or had theve
been any correspondent feclings in the higher ranks,
Naples might have set a glorious example to Jurope, and
have proved the grave of every Frenchman who entored
it But the vices of the Government had extinguished
all. other patriotism than that of & rabble, who had no
other virtue than that sort of loyalty which was like the
fidelity of a dog to its master. This fidelity the French
and tgeir adherents counteracted by another kind of de-
votion ; the priests affirmed that 8t Januarius had
doclared in favour of the vevolution. The miracle of his
blood was performed with the usual success and meore than

_wpwual ‘sffect, on the very evening when, after two dsays of
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desperate fighting, the French obtained possession of
Naples. A French guard of honour was stutioned at his
church, Championet gave, “ Respect for St. Januarius °
as the word for the army; and the next day Ze Deum
was sung by the archbishop in the cathedral ; and the
inhabitants were invited to attend the ceremony and join
in thanksgiving for the glovious entry of the French, who,
it wag said, being wnder the peculiar protection of Provi-
dence, had rogencrated the Neapolitans, and were come to
e~tablish and consolidate their happiness.

Tt seems to have been Nel:on's opinion that the Austrian
C.binet regarded the conquest of Naples with compla-
concy. and thad its measures were directed so as deaignedly
not to prevent the French from overrnnning it.  That
fubinet was assuredly capable of any folly and of any
baceness ; and it Is not unprobable that, at this time,
ealeulating upon the success of the new coalition, it in-
dulged a dream of adding extensively to its former Italian
possessions ; and therefore left the*few remaining powers
of Twly to be overthrown, as a means which would
falilitate its own ambitious views. The King of Sardinia,
fuuling it impossible louger to endure the exactions of
Frauce, and the insults of the French commissary, went
to Leghorn, embarked on board a Danish frigate, and
sailed nnder British protection to Sardinia, that part of
his dominions which the maritime supremacy of England
vendered a sccure asylum,  On his arrival he published a
protest against the conduct of France, declaring, upon the
faith and word of a king, that he had never infringed,
even in the slightest degree, the treaties which he had
made with the French Republic. Tuscany was soon occu-
pied by French troops—a fate which bolder policy might,
perhaps, have failed to avert, but which its weak and
timid neutrality rendered inevitable. Neclson began 'to
fear even for Sicily. “Oh, my dear sir,” said he, writing
to Commodore Duckworth, “one thousand Englizh troops
would save Messina; and I fear General Stuart cannot
give 1me men to save this most important island I” But
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his representations were not lost upon 8ir Charles Stuart.
This officer hastened immecdiately from Minorea with a
thousand men, assisted in the mneasures of defence which
were taken, and did not retwm before he had satistied
himself that, if the Neapolitans were excluded from the
management of affairs, and the spirit of the peasantry
properly directed, Sicily was safe. Defore hiy coming,
Nelson had offered the King, if no resources should arrive,
to defend Messina with the ship’s company of an English
wan-of-war,

Russia had now entered into the war. Corfu swren-
dered to a Russian and Turkish flect, acting now, for the
first time, in strange confederacy, yet ncamst a power
which'was cerlainly the common and worst enemy of both.
Troubridge, having given up the blockade of Alexandria
to Sir Siducy Smith, joined Nelson, bringing with him a
considerable addition of strength, and in himself; what
Nelson valued more, a jman upon whose sagacity, inde-
fatigable zeal, and inexhaustible resources, he could place
full reliance. Troubridge was intrusted to conuuen:e thy
operutions against the French in the Bay of Naples.
Meantime Cardinal Ruffo, a man of questionable character,
but of a temper fitted for such times, having landed in
‘Calabria, raiged what he called a Christian army, composed
of the best and the vilest materials—Iloyal peasants, enthu-
siastic priests and friars, ‘galley slaves, the emptying of
the jails, and banditti. The islands in the Bay of Naples
were joyfully delivered up by the inhabitants, who were
in a state of famine already, from the effect of this baleful
revolution. Troubridge distributed among them all his
Hlour, and Nelson pressod the Sicilian court incessantly
for supplies ; telling them that £10,000 given away in
provisions would, at this time, purchase a kingdom.
Money, he was told, they had not to give ; and the wis-
dom and integrity which might have supplied. its want
were not. to be found. “There is nothing,” said he,
“ which 1 pro that is not, as far as orders go, impli-
titly complied with ; but the execution is dreadful, and
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almost makes me mad. My desire to serve their majesties
taithfully, as is my duty, has been such that I am almosy
blind and worn out ; and cannot, in my present state,
hold much longer.”

Before any government can be overthrown by the con-
sent of the people, the government must be intolerably
oppressive, or the people thoroughly corrupted. Bad as
the misrule at Naples had been, its consequences had been
felt fur less there than in Sicily ; and the peasantry had
that attachment to the soil which gives birth to so many
of the noblest, as well as of the happiest feclings. In all
the islands the people were perfectly frantic with joy
when they su'w the Neapolitan colours hoisted. At
Procida, Tronbridge could not procure even a rag of the
tri-coloured flag to lay at the King’s Yeet ; 1t was rent into”
ten thousaud pieces by the inhabitants, and entirel
destroyed.  “The horrid treatment of the French,” ke
said, “had made them mad.” Tt egasperated the ferocity
of a character which neither the ‘aws nor the xeligion
uyder which they lived tended to mitigate. Their Latred
was ecspecially directed against the Neapohtan revolu-
tionists ; and the fishcrmen, in concert among themselves,
chose each hiy own victim, whom he would stiletto when
the day of vengeance should arrive. The head,of one was
sent off one morning to Troubridge, with his baskei of
geapes for breaktast ; and a note from the Italian, who
bad what ho ealled the glory of presenting it, saying he
had killed the man as he was running away, and begging
his Excellency to accept the Lead, and consider it as.a
proof of the writer’s attachment to the Crown. With the
first successes of the court the work of punishment began.
The judge at Ischin said it was necessary to have a bishop
to degrade the traitorous priests before he could execute
them ; upon which Troubridge advised him to hang them
first, and send them 1o him afterwards, if he did not think
that degradation sufficient. This was said with the
straightforward feeling of a sailor, who cared as little for
canon law as he knew about it ; but when he discovered
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that the judge’s orders were to go through the business in
a summary manner, under his sanction, he told him at
once that could not be, for the prisofiers were not British
subjects ; and he declined having anything to do with it.
There were manifestly persons about the cowrt who, while
they thirsted for the pleasure of vengeance, were devising
how to throw the odinm of it upon the English. They
wanted to employ an English man-of-war to cairy the
priests to Palermo for degradation, and then bring them
back for exceution ; and they applied to Troubridge for a
hangmaun, which he indignantly refused. He, meantime,
was almost heart-broken by the situation in which he
found himself. He had promised reliet to the islanders,
relyirfg upon the Qugen’s promise to him. He had dis-
tributed the whole of his private stock ; there was jlenty
of grain at Palermo and in its neighbourbood, and yet
none was sent him. The enemy, he complained, had more
interest there than thas King ; and the distress for bread
which he witnessed was such, he said, that it would move
even a Frenchman to pity. v
Nelson’s mind was not in a hLappier state respecting
public affrirs.  “As to politics,” said be, “at this time
they are my abomination; the ministers of kings and
princes arceps great scoundrelsas everlived. The brother
of the Emperor is just going to marry the great Some-
thing ‘of Russia, and it is more than cxpected that a
kingdom is to be found for him in Italy, and that the
King of Naples will be sacvificed.” Had there been a
wise and manly spirit in the Italian states, or had the
conduct of Austria been directed by anything like a prin-
ciple of honour, a more favourable opportunity ecould not
have been desired for restoring order and prosperity in
Europe, than the misconduct of the French Directory at
this 'time afforded. But Nelson saw selfishness and
knavery wherever ho looked ; and even the plensure of
seeing a canse prosper, in which he was so zeulously
engaged, was poisoned by his semse of the rescaliby of
shose with whonr he was compelied to act. At ¥his jutres
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ture intelligence arrived that the Fronch fleet had escaped
from Brest, under cover of a fog, passed Cadiz unseen by
Lord Keith’s squadron, in hazy weather, and entered the
Mediterrancan, Tt was said to gonsist of twenty-four
sail of the line, six frigates, and three sloops. The object
of the French was to liberate the Spanish fleet, form a
junction with thein, act against Minorca and Sicily, and
overpower our naval force in the Mediterrancan, by
falling in with detached squadrons, and thus destroying
it in detail. ~When they arrived off Carthagena, they
requested the Spanish ships to make sail and join ; but the
Spaniards replied they had not men to man them. To
this it was answered that tho French had men enough on
board for that purpose. DBut the Spaniards secm to have
been apprehensive of delivering up their ships thus entirely
into the power of such allies, and refused to come out.
The fleet from Cadiz, however, consisting of from seven-
teen to twenty sail of the line, goteout under Masaredo, a
man who then bore an honourable name, which he has
since rendered infamous by betraying his country. They
met with a violent storm off the coast of Oran, which
dismasted many of their shipy, and so effectually disabled
them as to prevent the junction, and frustrate a well-
planned expedition. ‘

Before this occurred, and while the junction was as
probable as it would have been formidable, Nelson was
in a state of the greatest anxiety. “ What a state am I
in !” said he to Earl St. Vincent. “IfT go, I risk, and
more than risk, Sicily ; for we know, from experience,
that more depends upon opinion than upon acts them-
selves ; and as I stay, my heart is breaking.” His first
business was to summon Troubridge to join him, with
all the ships of the line under his command, and a frigate,
if possible. Then hearing that the French had entered
the Mediterranean, and expecting them at Palermo,
where he bad only his own ship, with that single ship he
prepared to make all the resistance possible. Troubridge
having joined him, he left Captain E. J. Foote, of -the
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Seahorse, to command the smaller vessels in the Day of
Naples, and sailed with six ships—one a Portugresc, and
a Portuguese corvette ; telling Hail 8t. Vincont that the
squadron should never fall into the hands of the encmy.
“And before we arc destroyed,” said he, “ I have little
doubt but they will have their wings so- completely
clipped that they may be eaxily overtaken.” Tt was just
at this time that he received from Captain Hallowell the
present of the cotlin. Such a present was regarded by
the men with natural astonishment. One of his old ship-
mates in the dgamemnon said, “ We shall have hot work
of it, indeed ! You see, the admiral intends to fight till
he is killed ; and there he is to be buried.” Neclson placed
it upright against the bulkhead of his cabin, behind his
chair, where he sat at dinner. The gift suited him at
this time. It is said that he was disappointed in the
son-in-law whom he had loved so deariy from his child-
bood, and who had saved Lis life at Tenerifiv; aud it is
certain that he had now formed an infatuated attachment
for Lady Hamilton, which totally weaned his affeetions
from bis wife. Farther than this, thereis no reason to
believe that this most unfortunate attachment was erini-
pal ; but this was criminality enongh, and bronght with
it ity punishment. Nelson was dissatisfied with himself,
and therefore weary of the world, This feeliug he now
frequently cxpressed.  “There is no true happiness in
this life,” said he ; “and in my present state L could quit
it with a smile.” And in a letter to his old friend Davi-
son, he said, ¢ Believe me, my only wish is to sink with
honour into the grave; and when that shall please God,
T shall mect death with a smile. Not that I am insensi-
ble to the honours and riches my king and country have
heaped upon me—so much more thun any officer could
deserve ; yet am I ready to quit this world of trouble,
and envy none but those of the estate six fest by
two.”

Well had it been for Nelson if he had made no other
sacrifices to this unhappy attachment than his peace of
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mind ; but it led to the only blot upon his public cha-
racter. While he sailed from Palermo, with the intention
of collecting his whole force, and kegping off Maretimo,
either to receive reinforcements there, if the French were
hound upwards, or to hasten to Minorea, if that should
be their destination. Captain Foote, in the Seakorse, with
the Neapolitan frigates, and some small vessels, under his
command, was left to act with a land-force consisting of
a few regular troops, of four different nations, and with
the armed rabble which Cardinal Rauflo called the
Christian army. His directions were to co-operate to
the utmost otghis power with the royalists, at whose head
Rufto had been placed, and he had no other instrugtions
whatever.  Rufto advanecing, without any plan, but re-
Iying wpon the enemy’s want of numbers, which prevented
them from attempting to act upon the offensive, and
ready to take advantage of any accident which might
aceur, approached Nuples.  Fort ®t. Elmo, which com-
mands the town, was wholly garrisoned by ihe French
treops ; the casiles of Uovo and Nuovo, which com-
manded the anchorage, were chiefly defended by Neapo-
litan revolutionists, the powerful men among them having
taken shelter thore. If these castles were taken, the
raluction of Fort St. Elmo would be greatly expedited.
They were strong places, and there was reason to appre-
hend that the French fleet might arrive to relicve them.

uffo proposed to the garrison to capitulate, on condition
that their persons and property should he guaranteed, and
that they should, at their own option, either be sent to
Toulonn or remain at Naples, without being molested,
cither in their persons or families. This capitulation was
accepted : it was signed by the cardinal and the Russian
and Turkish commanders, and, lastly, by Captain Foote,
as commander of the British force. About six and thirty
hours afterwards, Nelson arrived in the bay, with a force
which had joined him during his cruise, consisting of
seveateen sail of the line, with 1700 troops on board,
and the Prince Royal of Naples in the admiral's ship. A~
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flag of truce was flying on the castles, and on board the
Seahsrse. Nelson made a signal to annul the treaty ; de-
claring that he would grant rebels no other terms than
those of unconditional submission. The cardinal objected
to this: nor could all’the arguments of Nelson, Sir W.
Hamilton, and Lady Humilton, who took an active part
in the conference, convinee him that a treaty of such a
nature, solemnly concluded, could honourably be sct aside.
e retired at last, silenced by Nelsou’s authority, but not
convinced. Captain Foote was sent out of the bay ; and
the garrisons, taken out of the castles under pretence of
cairying the treaty into effect, were delivered over as
rcbels to the vengeunce of the Sicilian couts : a deplora-
ble transaction—a stain upon the mewmory of Nelson and
the honour of England ! To palliate it would be in vain ;
to justify it would be wicked: there is no alternative,
for one who will not make himsclf a participator in guilt,
but to record the disgraceful story with sorrow and with
shame. '

Prince Francesco Caraccioli, a younger branch of one
of the noblest Neapolitan families, escaped from one of
these castles before it capitulated. He was at the head of
the marine, and was nearly sevelity years of age, beuring a
high character, Loth for professional and personal merit.
He had accompanied the cowrt to Sicily ; but when the
revolutionary government, or Parthenopean Republie, as it
was called, issued an edict ordering all absent Neapolitans
to return, on pain of confiscation of their property, he
solicited and obtained permission of the King to return,
his estates being very great. It is said that the King,
when he granted him this permission, warned him not to
take any part in politics ; expressing, at the same time,
higown. sion that he shoyld recover his kingdom.
But «peithier the King nor: he himself ought to have

‘i od. that, in such times, a man of such reputation
be permitted to remain inactive ; and it soon ap-
pesred that Caraccioli was again in command of the navy,

g
and sgrving under the republic sgaingt hiy late severeign.
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The sailors reported that he was forced to act thus; and
this was believed, till it was seen that he directed ably
the offensive operations of the revolutionists, and did not
avail himsel{ of opportunities for escaping when they
offered. When the recovery of Naples was evidently
near, he applied to Cardinal Ruffo, and to the Duke of
Calvirrnno, for protection ; expressing bis hope that the
fow days during which he had been forced to obey tlhe
French would not outweigh forty years of faithful ser-
vices ; but, perhaps, not receiving such assurances as he
wished, and knowing too well the temper of the Sicilian
court, he endeavour ed to secrete himself, and a price wus
set upon hix head. More unfortunatdy for otheys than
for himsclf, he was brought in alive, having been dis-
covered in the disguise of a peasant, and carried one
morning on hoard Lord Nelson’s ship, with his hands tied
behind him.

Caraccioli was well known to ethe British officers, and
had been over highly-cstcemed by all who knew him.
Captain Hardy ordered him immediately to be unbound,
and to be treated with all those attentions which he felt
due to a man who, when last on board the Foudroyaut,
had been received as an admibral and a prince. Sir
Wiliam and Lady Hamilton were in the ship; but
Nelson, it is aflirined, saw no one, except his own-officers,
during the tragedy which ensued. His own determina-
tion was made; and he issued an order to the Neapolitan
Commodore, Count Thurn, to assemble a court-martial of
Neapolitan officors, on board the British flag-ship, pro-
cecd immediately to try the prisoner, and report to him,
if the charges were preved, what punishment he ought to
suffer, These procebdings were as rapid - as possihle.
Caraccioli was bronght on board at nine in th@ :émm
and the trinl began at ten; it lasted twel .
averred, in ‘his. defenes tha.t he acted und.uv s:on,
ha.vmg becxn pompalied toserve as a ier- £1

he comsented te take .Sommand of the flest. This he
apalegists-of Lord Nelson say, he failed in proving, They
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forget that the possibility of proving it was not allowed
hinr; for he was brought to trial within an hour after he
was legally in arrest; and how in that time was he to
collect his witnesses? He was found guilty, and sentenced
to death ; and Nelson gave orders that the sentenoce should
ba carried into effect that evening at five o’clock, on board
the Sicilian frigate La Minerve, by hanging him at the
fore-yardarm till sunset; when the body was to be.cut
down, and thrown into the sea. Caraccioli requested
Lieutenant Parkinson, under whosc custody he was placed,
to intercede with Nelson for a second trial; for this,
among other reasons, that Count Thurn, who premded at
the court-martial, was. notoriously his personal enemy.
Nelson made answer that the prisoner had been fairly
tried by the officers of his own country, and he could not
interfere; forgetting that, if he felt himself justified in
ordering the trial and the execution, no human being
could ever have questined the propriety of his interfering
on the side of mercy. Caraccioli then intreated that he
might be shot. “I am an old man, sir,” said he: * I legve
no family to lament me, and thercfore cannot be supposed
to be very anxious about prolonging my life; but the
disgrace of being hanged is dreadful to me.” When this
was repeated to Nelson, he only told the licutenant, with
much agitation, to go and attend to his duty. Asa last
hope, Caraocioli asked the lieutenant if he thought an
-application to Lady Hamilton would be beneticial?
Parkinson went to seek her. She was not to be seen on
this occasion ; but she was present at the execution. She
had the most devoted attachment to the Neapolitan court;
and the hatred which she felt against those whom she
regarded as its enemies made her, at this time, forget
what was due to the character of her sex as well as of
he;}munt«ry Here also a faithful historian is ealled upon
co o severe and unqualified condemmnation of
Nzhon’saonduw, Had he the authority of his Bicilian
Majesty for proceeding as he did?: If so, why was not
$hat guthority produced? If not, why were the procesd-
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ings hurried on without it? Why was the trial precipi-
tated, so thab it was impossible for the prisoner, if he had
heen innocent, to provide the witnesses who might have
proved him so? Why was a second trial refused, when
the known animosity of the president of the court against
the prisoner was considered? Why was the exccution
hastened so gs to preclude any appeal for mercy, and ren-
der the prerogative of mercy useless? Doubtless, the
British admiral seemed to himself to be acting under a
rigid sense of justicc; but to all other persons it was
obvious that hc was influenced by an infatuated attach-
ment, a baneful passion, which destroyed his domestic
happiness, and now, in a second instance, stained ingfface-
ably his public character. .

The body was carried out to a considerable distance,
and sunk in the bay, with three double-headed shot,
weighing 250 pounds, tied to its legs. Between two and
three wecks afterward, when tho King was on board the
Foudroyant, o Neapolitan fisherman came to the ship and
solemnly declared that Caraccioli had risen from the
bottom of the sea, and was coming, as fast as he could, to
Naples, swimming half out of the water. Such an account
was listened to like g tale of idle credulity. The day
being fair, Nelson, to please the King, stapd out to sca ;
but the ship had not proceeded far before a body was dis-
tinctly secn, upright in the water, and approaching them.
It was soon recognised to be indeed the corpse of Carac-
cioli, which had risen and floated, while the great weights
attached to the legs kept the body in a position like that
of & living man. A fact so extraordinary astonished the
King, and perhaps excited some feeling of superstitious
fear, akin to regret. He gave permission for the body to
be taken on shore, and receive Christian burigl. It pro-
duced no better effect. Naples exhibited move dreadful
scenes than it had witnessed in the days of Massaniello.
After the mob had hed their fill of bloodrand plunder, the
reins were given to justice—if that can be called justios .
which annuls its ewn stipulations; looks to the naked



152 LIFE OF NELSON.

facts alone, disregarding all motives and all circumstances ;
and, without considering character, or science, or sex, or
youth, sacrifices its victims, not for the public weal, but
for the gratification of greedy vengeance.

The castles of 8t. Elmo, Gaieta, and Capua remained to
be subdued. On the land side, there was no danger that
$he French in these garrisons should be, relicved, for
Suvorof was now beginning to drive the enemy before him ;
out Nelson thought his presence necessary in the Bay of
Naples ; and when Lord Keith, having rccoived intelli-
gence that the French and Spmmh fleets had formed a
junction, and sailed for Carthagena, ordered him to repair
to Minorca with the whole or the greatcr part of his
force, he sent Admiral Duckworth with a siall part only.
This was a dilemma which he had forescen. “Should
such an order come at this moment,” he said, in a letter
previously written to the Admiralty, “it would be a easc
for some consideratiox, whether Minorea is to be risked,
ar tho two kingdoms of Naples and Sieily : I rather thinlk
my decision would be to risk the former.” And, afteg he
tad acted upon this opinion, he wrote in these terms to
the Duke of Clarence, with whose high notions of obe-
diencehe was well acquainted : “I am “well aware of the
somsequences of disobeying my orders; but as I have
often before risked my life for the frood cause, so T, with
sheerfulness, did my commission ; for, although a mlhtnrv

tribunal: goay think me criminal, the world will approve
of my conduct ; and I.regard not my own safety when the
honour of my K.mg is at stake.”

Nelson was right in his judgment. No attempt was
soade upon Minorca ; and the expulsion of the French
from. Naples map rathor be ssid to have been effected than
aocelerated by the English and Portugueso of the allied
fleet, acting upon shere, under Troubridge. The French
oemanda,nt at 8t. Flmo, relying upen the strength of the
place, and - the mature of the force which attacked it, had
insulted Coptain Foove in the grossest terins ; buw'mym
Majan wes soon tanght better manners, when Troubridge,
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in apite of every obstacle, opened five batteries upon the
fort. Me was informed that none of his letters, with the
insolent printed words at the top, “Liberté, Egalité, Guerre
aux tyrans,” d&e., would be received ; but that, if he wrote
like a soldier and a gentleman, he should be answerced in
the same :-,t)]c The Frenchman then began to flatter his
antagonist upon the bienfuisance and humanitd which, he
said, were the lcast of the many virtues which distin-
guished Monsicur Troubridge.  Monsieur Troubridge’s
bienfuisamce was, at this time, thinking of mining the
tort. “If we can accomplish that,” said he, “I am a
strong advocgte to send them, Lostages and all, to Old
Nick, and surprise him with a group of nobility and re-
publicans, Meantime,” he added, * it was some satistue-
tion to pcrceivc that the shells fell well, and broke some
of theirshins.” Finally, to complete his character, Mejan.
offered to surrender for 150,000 ducxt# Great Britam,
perhaps, has made but too little ule of this kind of artil-
lery, which France has found so eflectual towards subju-
giting the Continent ; but Troubridge Had his prey within
his reach ; ; and, in thc course of a fow days, his last bat-
tery, *“after much trouble and pala.ver, as he said,
¢ brought the vagabonds to their sepses.™
'J‘murmdrrc had more difficulties to overcome in this
siege from the character of the Neapolitans who pretended
to assist him, and whom he made useful, than even from
the strength ‘of the place and the skill of the French.
“Such damured cowards and villaing” he declared, “he
had never scen before.” The men at the advanced posts
carried on, what he called, “a diabolical good understand-
ing” with the enemy, and the workmen would sometimes
take fright and run away. I make the best I can,” said
ho, “of the degenerate race I have to deal with ; the whole
means of guns, ammunition, piousers, &e., with all mate-
rials, rest with them. With fair promises to the men,
and threats of instaut death if 1 find anyone erring, a
little spur has been given” Nelson said of him,: with
truth, upon this occanion, that he was a first-Fate gomeral.
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“Iﬁnd,m, mid he afterwards, in'a letter to the Duyke of
Clarence; “that General Koehger %oes not approve of such
irregular proceedings a8 nawval officers attacking and de-
fending forhﬁmtmgn: We have but one idea—to
close alongside. None but a sailor would have placed a
battery only 180 yards from the Castle of St. Elmo; a
soldier must have gone according to art, and the
way. My brave Froubridge went stramht on, for we had
no time to spare.”

Troubridge then proceeded to Capua, and took the
command of the motley hesieging force. One thousand
of the best men in the fleet were scnt to “assisein the
siege. - Just at this time Nelson received a peremptory
order from Lord Keith to sail with the whole of his force
for the protection of Minorea’s-or, at least, to retain no
more than. was absolutely necessary ab Slcxly “You will
easxly gonceive my feelings,” said he, in communicating
this to Earl 8t. Vincent; %but my wmind, as your lordship
knows, was perfectly prepnred for this order; and it ig
now, more than evér, made up. At this moment I will
not part with a smgle ship ; as I caunot do that without
drawing a hundred and twenty men from each ship, now
at the siege of Capua. I am fully aware of the act I
have committed ; but I am prepared for any fate which
may await my disobedience. Capua and Gaieta will soon
fall ; and the moment the scoundrels of French arce out ot
this kingdom T shall send eight or nine ships of the line
to Minorca. T have done what I thonght right ; others
may think-differently ; but it will be my consolation that
I have gained a kingdem, seated a faithful ally of his

mﬂ{:rtyﬁmﬂy on his throne, and restored ha.ppmess to

pua, Tmnbndge bad the same difficulties as at
Elmo, and, being farther, from Naplesami from the

, was leas sble to overcoitie them. ' The. powder was
so-bad mthasdspeoted treaclfiry ; and when he asked
Nislivon to him forly cadlk front the ships, he' told
him i would be necessary that' some Englistimen should
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avcompany it, or they would steal one half and change
the o “Hvery man you spe,” said he, “gentle and
simple, are such notarious villains that’ it is misery to be
with them.” however, soon fell ; Gaiete imme-
diately surrendered to Captain Louis, of the
Minotauwr. Heare the commanding officer acted more
unlike a Frenchman, Caplain Louis said, than anyone he
had ever met ; meaning thet he acted like & man of
honour. He renuired, however, that the garrison should
carry away their horses and other pillaged property ; to
which Nelson replied, “ That no property which they did
not bring with them into the country could be theirs ;
and that the greatest care should be taken to pyevent
them from carrying it away.” I em sorry,” said he to
Captain Louis, “that you have entered into any alter-
cation. There is no way of dealing with 2 Frenchman
but to knock him down ; to be civil to them is only to
be laughed at, when they sre enenties.” .
The whole kingdom of Naples was thus delivered by
Nelson from the French. The Admiralty, however,
thought it expedient to censure him for disobeying Lord
Keith’s orders, and thus hazarding Minores, without, as
it appeared to them, any sufficient reason ; and also from
having landed seamen for the siege of Capus, to form part
of an army employed in operations at o distance from the
coast, where, in case of defeat, they might have been pre-
vented from returning to their ships ; and they enjoined
himn “not to employ the seamen in like manner .in
fotare.” This reprimand was issued before the event ‘was
known ; though, indeed, the event would nob affget the
principle upon which it proceeded. When Nelson com-
municated the tidings of his complete suscess, he said, in
his publicletter, “that it would not be the less acceptabls
for having ‘been principally ht gbout by British-
sailors.? - His judgment in om them had hesn

justified by the result ; wjhyﬁ joy was otidently height-
ened by the gmtification of.a profoshional and L«ming ng |
pride. To the First Lovdrhe said, at the same time,
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certainly, from having only aleft hand, cannot ewter-into
details which may explain the motives that actusted my
conduct. My principle is, to assist in driving the French
to the Devil, and in restoring peace and happiness to
mankind. I feel that I am fitter to do the action than
to describe it.” He then added that he wonld take care
of Minorea. .

In expelling the French from Naples, Nelson had, with
characteristic zeal and ability, dlscgarged his duty ; but
he deceived himself when he imagined that he had seated
Ferdinand firmly on his throne, and that he had restored
happiness to millions. These objects might have been
accomplished if it had been possible to inspire virtue and
wisdom into a vicious and infatuated court ; and if Nel-
son’s eyes had not been, as it were, spell-bound by that
unhappy dttachment which had now completely mastered
him, he would have seen things as they were, and might,
perhaps; have awakened the Sicilian court to a sense of
their interest, if not of their duty. That court employed
itself in a miserable round of folly and festivity, while
the prisons of Naples were filled with groans, and the
scaffolds streamed with blood. St. Januarius was solemnly
removed from his rank as patron saint of the kingdom,
having been convicted of Jacobinism, and 8t. Antonio as
solemnly installed in his place. The King, instead of
re-establishing order at Naples by his presence, speedily
returned to Palermo, to indulge in his favourite amuse-
ments. Nelson and the ambassador’s family accompsnied
the court ; and Troubridge remained, groaning over the
villany and frivolity of those with whom he was compelled
to deal. A party of officers applied to him for a passage
to Palermo, to see the procession of St. Rosalia : he recom-
mépded them to exereise their troops, and not behave
like children. Tt was grief enongh for him that the court.
should be busied in these foHies, and Nelson involved in
them. - “T dread, my lord,” said he, sl the feasting, &c.,
#t Palermo. I am sure yonr health will be hwst. - If so,
all-their sdints will be damned by ‘the ndvy. The King
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would be better employed digesting a good goverpment :
everything gives way to their pleasures. The money
speit at Palermo gives discontent here: fifty thousand
pevple are unemployed, trade discouraged, manufactures
at astand, It is the interest of many here to keep the
King away ; they all dread reform. Their villanies are so
deeply rooted that, if some method is not taken to dig
them out, this Government cannot hold together. Out of
twenty millions of ducats collected as the revenue, only
thirteen millions reach the treasury ; and the King pays
four ducats where he should pay one. He is surrounded
by thieves ;,and none of them have honour or honesty
enough to tell him the real and true state of things.”
In another letter he expressed his, sense of the miscrable
state of Naples. “There are upwards of forty thousand
families,” said he, “who have relations confined. If some
act of oblivion is not passed, there will be no end of perse-
cution ; for the people of this ¢ountry have no idea of
anything but vevenge, and, to gain a point, would swear
den thousand false oaths. Constant efforts are made to
get a man taken up in order to rob him. The confiscated
property does not reach the King's treasury. All thieves!
It is selling for nothing. His own people, whom he
emyploys, are buying it up, and the vagabonds pocket the
whole. I should not be surprised to hear that thoy
brought a bill of expenses against him for the sale.”
The Sicilian court, however, werc at this time duly
sonsible of the services which had been rendered them by
the British fleet, and their gratitude to Nelson was shown
with proper and princely inunificence. They.gave him
the dukedom and domain of Bronté, worth about £3000
a-year. It was some days before he could be persuaded
to accept it ; the argument which finally prevailed is said
40 hawve been suggested by the Queen, and urged, ab her
uget, by Lady Hamilton upon her knees. “He con-
sideredl his own honowr too yruch,” she said, “if he persisted
in refusing what the King snd Queen felt to be ahsolutely
mecessnry for the preservation of theirs” The Kingbim-
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self, also, is said to have addressed him in words which
show that the sense of rank will sometimes confer & virtne
those who seem to be most unwarthy of the lot to
they have been born : “ Lord Nelson, do you wish
that your name alone should pess with hononr to poe-
terity, and that I, Ferdinand Bourbon, should appesr
ungrateful i’ He gave him also, when the dukedom was
acoepted, a diamond-hilted sword. which his father,
Charles ITI. of Spain, had given him on hiz accession
to the throne of the Two Sicilies. Nelson said, “the
reward was magnificent, and worthy of a king, aud he
was determined that the inhabitants on the domain should
be the happiast in all his Sicilian Majesty's dominions.
Yet,” said he, speaking of these and the other remunera-
tions which were made him for his services, “ these pro-
sents, rich as they are, do not elevate me. My pride is
that at Constantigople, fromn the Grand Seignior to the
lowest Turk, the name of Nelson is familiar m their
mouths ; and in this country I am everythiug which &
grateful monurch and people can call me.” Nelson, howy
wer, bad a pardonable pride in the outward and visible
of honour which he had so fairly wou. He was
fond of his Sjcilian title; the signification, perhaps, pleased
him. Duke of Thunder was what in Deabomy would be
called & strong name; it was Lo a sailor’s taste ; and, cer-
tainly, to no man could it ever be more applicable. Dut
a simple offering which he received, not long afterwards,
from the island of Zante, affocted him with a doeper and
finer fecling. The Greeks of that little community seut
him a golden-headed sword, and a truncheon, set round
with all the dismonds that the island oould furnish, iz &
single row. They thanked him ¢for having, by his vie-
tory, presurved that part of Gieece from tbe horrors of
anarchy, and prayed that his exploits might saccelerate
the day in which, amidst the glory and peaos of thponed,
the miseries of the human race would ocese.” Thikunex-
Mm}mt: touched Nolson to the heart, “Na offiecn,”
¢ ever recaived m wmiry & m
acknowlodgment of his servioes.” d
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The French still occupied the Roman states, from
which, according to their own admission, they had ex-
torhed, in jewels, plate, specie, and requisitions of every
kind, to the enormous amount of eight millions sterling ;
yet they affected to appear as deliverers among the peo)
whom they were thus cruelly plundering ; and they
tributed portraits of Bonapame, with the bhsphamous
inseription, This is the true likeness of the holy Saviour
of the world " The people, detesting the impiety, and
groaning beneath the exactions of these perfidious rob-
bers, were ready to join any regular force that sheuld
nome to thejr assistance; but they dreaded Cardinal
Ruffo’s rabble, and declared they would resist him as a
bandit, who came only for the purpose of pillage. Nel-
son perceived that*no object was now so essential for the
tranquillity of Naples as the recovery of Rome, which, in
the present state of things, when Suvarof was driving the
French before him, would complete the deliverance of
Italy. He applied, therefore, to Sir James St. Clair
Erskine, who, in the absence of General Fox, commanded
at Minorea, to assist in this great object with 1200 men.
“The field of glory,” said he, “is a large one, and was
never more open to anyone than at this moment to you.
Rome would throw open her gates, and receive you as her
deliverer ; and the Pope would owe his restoration to a
heretic.” But Sir James Erskine looked only a$ the
difficulties of the undertaking. Twelve hundred men,
he thought, would be too small a force to be committed
in such an enterprise, For Civita Veochis was & regular
fortress ; the local situation and climste also were such
that, even if this force weraadequate; it would be proper
to delay the expedition till October. Genesal Fox, teo,
was soon expected ; and during his absence, under exist-
mgmrcnmanmhedxdmfedjushﬁedmmdmg
Sk thought prodent to attempt,

' this gene ght it im
Nelson and Troubridge. effected without his, assistanoe,
by a, mwall detackhment from- the fleet, fizst
sent Captain Hallowell to Civita Vecchis, to the
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gerrison there, and at Castle St. Angelo, the same
terms which had been granted to Gaieta. Hallowell
perceived by the overstrained. civility of the officers who
came off to him, and the compliments which they paid to
the English nation, that they were sensible of their own
weakness, and their inability to offer any effectual resist-
ance; but the French know that, while they are in a
condition to serve their Government, they can rely upon
it for every possible exertion in their support, and this
reliance’ gives them hope and confidence to the last.
Upon Hallowell’s report, Troubridge, who had now been
made Sir Thomas for his services, sent Laptain Louis,
with.a squadron, to enforce the terms which he had offered;
-and, as soon as he could leave Naples, be himsclf followed.
The French, who had no longer any hbpe from the fate of
arms, relied upon their skill in negotiation, and proposed
terms to Troubridge with that effrontery which charac-
terises their public procecdings, but which is as often
successful as it js impudent. They had a man of the right
stamp to deal with. Their ambassador at Rome began
by saying that the Roman, territory was the property of
the French by right of conquest. The British commo-
dore settled that point, by replying, “It is mine by re-
conquest.” A capitulation was soon concluded for all
the Roman states; and Captain Lonis rowed up-the Tiber
in his barge, hoisted English colours on the capital, and
acted, for the time, as Governor of Rome. The prophecy
of the Irish poet was thus accomplished, and the friar
reaped the fruits ; for Nelson, who was struck with the
-oddity of the circumstance, and not a little pleased with
‘it, obtained preferment for him from the King of Sicily,
and recomifiended him to the Pope. - )

Having thus completed his work apon the continont of
Jtaly, Nelsor’s whole attention was directed towards
“Malta, where Captain Ball, with most inadequate means,
- was besieging the French garrison. Never Wwas any

officer in a more anxious snd painful service. The
~Wisallest reinforcement from France would, st suy mo-
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ment, have turned the scale against him; and had it not
been for his consummate ability, and the love and venera-
tion with which the Maltese regarded him, Malta must
have remained in the hands of the enemy: men, money,
food, all things were wanting. The garrison consisted of
five thousand troops; the hesieging force, of five hundred
English and®Portuguese Marines, and about fifteen hun-
dred armed peasants. Long and repeatedly did Nelson
solicit troops to effect the reduction of this unportant
place.  “It has been no fault of the navy,” said e, * that
Malta has not been attacked by land; but w-. have
neither the means ourselves, nor influence with ti.c:ie who
have.” The same cau-es of demurral existed wlich pre-
vented Dritish troops from assisttng in the exnubsion
of the French from Rome. Sir James Erskina vas ex-
pecting General Fox: he could not act without oriders;
and not having, like Nelson, that lively spring ot hope
within him which partukes enougR of the nature oi faith
to work miracles in war, he thought it “evident that
utless a respectable land-force, in numbers suflivumt to
undertake the siege of such a garrison, in on oi, the
strongest places of Europe, and supplied with projoition-
ate artillery and stores, were sent against it, no rewon-
uble hope could be cntertained of its surrender.” Nlson
croaned over the spdirit of over-reasoning caubion and
unreasoning obedicnce. My heart,” said he, i~ nimost
broken. If the enemy gets supplies in, we may hi.  dieu
to Malta: all the force we can collect would thern bo of
little use against the strongest place in Europe. 1o say
that an officer is never, for any object, to alter hir vrders,
is what 1 cannot comprehend.  The circumstances of this
war so often vary, that an officer has almdt eveiv mo-
ment to consider, What would my superiors div t. did
they know what is passing under my nose? Dut sir,”
taid he, writing to the Duke of Clarence, “I find few
think as I do. To obey orders is all perfection., .To
serve my XKing, and 4o destroy the French, I consider as
the great order of all, from which little ones spring; and
¢
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if one of these militate against it—for who can tell
exactly at o distance —I go back, and obaey the great
order and object, to down, down with the damned
an;'h villains ! My blood boils at the name of French-

man
At length General Fox arrived at Minorca; and at
length permitted Colonel Graham to go tos Malta, but
with means miserably limited. In fact, the expedition
was at a stand for want of money; when Troubridge
arriving from Messina to co-operate in it, and finding
this fresh delay, immediately offered all that he could
command of his own, “I procured him, my lord,” said
he to.Nelson, “fifteen thousand of my cobs: every far-
bh.mg snd every atom of me, shall be devoted to the
cause.” “ What can this mean?” said Nélson, when he
learnt that Colonel Graham was ordered not to incur any
expense for stores, or any articles except provisions. *The
cause cannot stand still for want of a little money. “If
nobody will pay ity I will sell Bronté and the Emporor
of Russia’s box.” And he actually pledged Bronté far
£6,600, if there should be any difficulty about paying the
bills. The long-delayed expedition was thus at lust sent
forth; but Troubridge little imagined in what scenes of
migery he was to bear his part. He looked to Sicily for
supplies; it was the interest as well as tho duty of the
Sicilian Government to use every exertion for furnishing
them; and Nelson and the British ambassador were on
the spot to press upon them the necessity of exertion.
But though Nelson saw with what a knavish crew the
cm:lrt was surtounded, he was blind to the vices

~hm,andﬁnudthatmmght;mw jurious to his
m,mdeuhtalﬁoq@W?mwmw
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said he, writing to him from the siege, “ we are dying off
fast for want. I learn that 8ir William Hamilton says
Prince Luzz refused corn some time ago, and Sir William
does mot think it worth while making another applica-
tion. If that be the case, I wish he commanded this
distressing scene instead of me. Puglia had an immense
harvest : near thirty sail left Messina before I did, to
ad corn. Wilt they let us have any? If not, a short
time will decide the business. The German interest pre-
vails, I wish I was at your lordship's elbow for an honr.
AU, all will be thrown on you! I will parry the blow
ax much as is in my power: I foresee much mischief
brewing.  God bless your lordship! I am miserable: I-
cannot assist your operations mpre. Many happy veturhs
of the day to you—[it was the first of *the new year]—I
never spent so miserable an one. I am not very tender-
hearted; hut really the distress here would even move a
Neapolitan.”  Soon afterwards he wyote, “I have this
day saved thirty thousand people from starving; but
with this day my ability ceases. As the Government are
hent ®n starving us, I see no alternative but to leave
these poor unhappy people to perish, without our being
witnesses of their distress. I curse the day I ever served
the Neapolitan Government. We have characters, my
lord, to lose; these people have none. Do not suffer their
~afamous conduct to fall on us. Our country is just,
but severe. Such is the feyer of my brain this minute
Jhat I assure you, on my honour, if the Palermo traitors
were here, I would shoot them first, and then myszelf
Girgenti is full of corn : the money is resdy to pay for it :
we do not ask it as a gift. Oh, could you see the horrid.
distress I daily experience, something would be. denel
Some engine is ab work against us at Naples; and I' be-
lieve I hit on the proper person. If you complain, be
will be immediately promoted, agressbly to the Neapo-
Ltan custom, Al I write to you is-known at {hé Queen’s.
For my own part, I look upon the Neapolitens as the
worst of intriguing enemies ; every hour shows mo their
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infamy and duplicity. I pray your lordship be cautious;
your honest, open manner of acting will be made a handle
of. 'When I see you, and tell of their infamous tricks, you
will be as much surprised as I am, The whole will fall
on youn.”

Nelson was not, and could not be, insensible to the
distress which his friend so earnestly represented. He
begged, almost on his knees, he said, small supplies of
money and corn, to keep the Maltese from starving, And
when the court granted a small supply, protesting their
poverty, he believed their protestations, and was satisfied
with their professions, instead of insisting that the restric-
tions upon the exportation of corn showld be withdrawn.
The anxiety, however, which he endured, affected him so
deeply that be sdid it had broken his spirvit for ever.
Happily, all that Troubridge, with so much reason, fore-
boded, did n6t come to pass. For Captain Ball, with more
decision than Nelsgn himself would have shown at that
time and upon that occasion, ventured upon a resoluic
measure, for which his name would deserve always to be
held in veneration by the Maltese, cveu if it had no‘other
claims to the love and reverence of a grateful people.
Finding it hopeless longer to look for succour, or common
humanity, from the deceitful and infatuated court of
Sicily, which persisted in prohibiting, by sanguinary edicts,
the exportation supplies, at his own risk he sent his first-
licutenant to the port of Mesyina, with orders to seize and
bring with him to Malta the ships which were there lying
laden with corn ; of the number of which he had reccived
accurate information. These orders were executed, to the

. great delight and advantage of the shipowners and pro-
prictors. The neeessity of raising the siege was removed ;

,‘,M&Qai)tainBﬂ& waited, in calmness, for the consequences
‘4o himself. «But,” says Mr. Coleridge, “not a complaint,
not & murmur, preceeded from the court of Naples; the
sole result ‘was, that the Governor of Malta ' became an
cspecial object of its hatred; Ha fedr, and its respect.”

Nelson, himself, gt &}#"‘keginninﬁ of Febiuary, sailed:
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for that island. On the way he fell in with a French
squadron, bound for its relief, consisting of the Genereu,
74 guns, three frigates, and a corvette. One of these fri-
gates and the line-of-battle-ship were taken ; the others
escaped, but failed in their purpose of reaching La Valette.
This success was peculiarly gratifying to Nelson, for many
reasons. During some months he had acted as com-
mander-in-chief in the Mediterrancan, while Lord Keith
was in England. Lord Keith was now returned ; and
Nelson had, upon his own plan, and at his own risk, left
bim, to ssil fom Malta—¢ for which,” said he, *if I had
not succeeded, I might have been broke ; and, if I had
uot acted thus, the Geusrewa: woulds never have heen
tuken.” This shp was one of those which had escaped from
Aboukir. Two {rigates, and the Guillaume, Tell, 36 guns,
were all that now remained of the fleet which Bonaparte
had conducted to Egypt. The Gwillaume Tell was at
thjs time closely watched in the harbour of La Valette;
and® shortly afterwards, attempting to make her escape
from thence, was taken, after an action in whiech greater
skill was unever displayed by British ships, nor greater
gallwtry by an cnemy. She was takeft by the Foudroy-
ant, Lion, and Penelope frigates. Nelson, rejoicing at
what he called this glorious finish to tho whole French
Mediterranean fleet, rejoiced also that he was not present
to have taken a sprig of these brave men’s laurels,
“They are,” said he, “and T glory in them, my children ;
they served in my scheol ; and all of us caught’ our pro-
fessional zeal and fire fromi the great and "ggod Karl St.
Vincont. What a pleasure, what happineﬁa,jw,ﬁ’?jﬁ: the
Nile fleet all taken under my orders and’ ataems |
The two frigates still remained in La Valette, Before its
swrronder they stole out: one was taken'in the alitémpti;
the other was the only ship of the wholé fleet wkich
cscaped capture or destruokion.

Letfers were fognd on heard the Guillarme Tell show-
ing that the Frenth wete'now become hopsless of pre-
serving the conguesb which they had so foully acquired.
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Troubridge and his brother officers were anxious that
Nelson should have the honeur of signing the capitula-
tion. They told him that they absolutely, as far as they
dared, insisted on his staying to do this ; but their earnest
and affectionate intreaties were vain. Sir William Ha-
milton had just been superseded. Nelsonthad no feeling
of cordiality towards Lord Keith; and thinking that,
after Earl St. Vincent, no man had so good ar claim to
the command in the Mediterranean as hiwself, he applied
tor permission to return to England ; telling the First Lord
of the Admiralty that his spirit could not submit patiently,
and that he was a broken-hearted man. From the time
of his return from. Egypt, amid all the honours which
were showered apon him, he had suffered many mortifica-
tions. ~ 8ir Sidney Smith had been sent to Egypt, with
orders to take under his command the squadron which
Nelson had left there. Sir Sidney appears to have
thought that this command was to be independent ,of
Nelson ; and Nelson himself thinking so, detcomined to
return, saying to Earl St. Vincent, “I do fecl, for T am a
man, that it is impossible for me to serve in these seas
with 1 squadron thder s junior officer.” Farl 8t. Vincent
seems to have dissuaded him from this resolution ; some
heart-burnings, however, still remained, and some incau-
tious expressions of Sir Sidney’s were noticed by him in
terms of evident displeasure. But this did not continue
long, as no man hore more willing testimony than Nelsou
te the admirable defenoe of Acre.

He differed from 8ir Sidney as to the policy which
ought to be pursued toward the French in Ezypt, and
striotly coramanded him, in the strongest language, not,
on:ény pretence, to permit & single Frenchman to leave
the courtiry, saying that he considered it mothing short
of madness to permit that hand of thieves to return to
Europe. “No,” said he, “ta they went with their
own consent, and there they.shall remain, while Nelson
commands this squadron ;-for newer, dever will he.con-
sent to the reburn of one ship or Frenchman. I wish
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them to perish in Bgypt, and give an awful lesson to the
world of the justice of the Almighty.” If Nelson had
not thoroughly understood the character of the enemy
against whom he was engaged, their conduct in Bgyft
would have disclosed it. After the battle of the Nile he
had landed all his prisoners, upon a solemn engagement
made betweep Troubridge on one side, and Captain Barré
on the other, that none of them should serve till regularly
exchanged ; they were no sooner on shore than part-of
them were drafted into the different regiments, and the
remainder formed into a corps called the Nautic Legion.
This occasioned Captain Hallowell to say that the French
had forfeited all claim to respect from us. ““The army of
Bonaparte,” said he, “are entirely destitute of every
principle of honout ; they kave always acted like licen-
tious thieve~.” Bonaparte’s escape was the more re

by Nelson, because, if he had had sufficient force, he
thought it would certainly haves been prevented. He
wished to keep ships upon the watch, to intercept any
thing coming from Egypt; but the Admiralty calculated
upon the assistance of the Russian fleet, which failed
when it was most wanted. The ships which should have
been thus employed were then required for more pressing
services ; and the bloody Corsican was thus enabled to
reach Euarope in safety, there to become the guilty instru-
meut of a wider-spreading destruction than any with
which the world had ever before been visited.

Nelson had other causes of chagrin. Earl 8t. Vincent,
for whom he felt such high respect, and whom Sir Jeolm
Orde had challenged, for having nominated Nelsou instead
of himself to the command of the Nile squadren, laid
claim to prize-money, as commander-in-chief, after he had
quitted the station. The point was contested, and decided
against him. Nelson, perhaps, felt-this the more, because
his own feelings with regard to money were so different.
An opinion had been. given by Dr. Lawrence, which
would have cxcluded the junior flag-officers from prize-
moncy. When this was made known to hiw, his reply
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was insthese words: “Notwithstanding Dr. Lawrence's
opinion, I do not believe I have any right to exclude the
junior flag-officers ; and if I have, I desire that no such
claim may be made—no, not if it were sixty times the
sum, and, poor as Lam, I werc never to see prize-moncy.”
A ship could not be spared to convey him to England ;
he therefore travelled through Germany to Hamburgh, in
company with his inseparable friends, Bir William and
Lady Humilton. The Queen of Naples went with them
to Vienna. While they were at Leghorn, upon a report
that the French were approaching (for, through the folly
of weak courts, and the treachery of venal cabinets, they
had now recovered their ascendancy in Italy), the people
rose tumultuously, apd would fain have persuaded Nelson-
to lead, them against the enemy. Public honours, snd
yet more gratifying testimonials of public adntiration,
awaited Nelson wherever he went. The Prince of Ester-
hazy entertained him.in a style of Hungarian maguifi-
cence—a hundred grenmadicrs, each six feet in height,
constantly waiting nt table. At Magdeburg, the magter
of the hotel where he was entertained contrived to show
him for money ; admitting the curious to mount a ladder,
and peep at him through a small window. A winc-mer-
chant at Hamburgh, who was above seventy years of age,
requested to speak with Lady Hamilton, and told her he
had some Rhenish wine of the viutage of 1625, which had
been in his own possession more than half a century ; he
had preserved it for some extraordinary occasion, and that
which had now arrived was.far beyond any that he could
ever have expected. His request was that her ladyship
would prevail upon Lord Nelson to accept six dozen of
this incomparable wine ; parb of it would then have the
honour to flow into the heart’s blood of that immortal
horo, and this thought would make him happy during the
yemainder of bis life.  Nelson, when this gingular request
was reported to him, went into the room, and, taking the
Yworthy. old gentleman kindly by the band, consented to
receive six hottles, provided the donor would dime with
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him next day. Twelve were sent; and Nelson, saying
that he hoped yet to win half a dozen more great victories,
promised to lay by six bottles of his Hamburgh friend’s
wine, for the purpose of drinking one after each. A
German pastor, between seventy and eighty years of age,
travelled forty miles, with the Bible of his parish church,
to request that Nelson would write his name on the first
leaf of it. He called him the saviour of the Christian
world. The old man’s hope deceived him. -There was no
Nelson upon shore, or Europe would have been saved ;
but, in his foresight of the horrors with which all Ger-
many and all Christendom were threatened by France,
the pastor could not possibly have apprehended more than
hus actually taken place. .

CHAPTER VIL

Nelrof separates himself from hia Wife—Northern Confadert'\cy-»lh gnee to the
Bultic, under Sir Hyde Parker—Battle of Copenhagen, and subsequent
Negotiation—Nclgon 15 made a Viscount.

NELsoN was welcoméd in Eugland with every mark of
popular honour. At Yarmouth, where he landed, every
ship in the harbour hoisted her colours. The mayor and
corporation waited upon him with the freedom of the
town, and accompanied him in procession to church, with
all the naval officers on shore and the principal inhabit-
ants. Bonfires and jlluminations concluded day ; and
on the morrow, the volunteer cavalry drew up and saluted
him as he departed, and followed the carriage to the
borders of the county. At ¥pswich the peeple came out
to meet him, drew him a mile into theé towm, and three
miles out. When he was in the Adgumemnon, he wished
to represent this place in Parliameut, and: some of his
friends had consulted the leading mer of the corporation.
The result was not successful ; and Nelson, observing that
he would endeavour to find out # preferable wl: inte

a
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R said there might come s time when the people
of would think it an honeur to have had him for
ﬁh&npressn‘ mtxﬂ:ee. InImndﬁ::K:asfea&ted by the
city, drawn b to Guild-
hall, andreoewed thems of the oommm-gl{uoouncll for
lsis great victory, and a golden-hilted :wmrd studded with
diamonds.

Nelson had every earthly blessing, except domestic
happiness : he ha.d forfaited tha.t for ever. DBefore he had
been three months in England, he separated from Lady
Nelson. Some of his last words to her were, “ I call
God to witness, there is nothing in you.or your conduct,
that I wish otherwise.” This was the consequence of his
infatuated attachment to Lady Hamilton. It had before
caused a quarrel with his son-in-law,, and occasioned
remonstrances from his truest friends; which produced
no other effect than that of making him displeased with
them, and more dissatisfied with himself

The Addington Administration was just at this time
formed ; and Nelson, who had solicited employmentsand
been made vicessdmiral of the blne, was sent to the Baltic,
as second in command, under Sir Hyde Parker, by Earl

+ 8. Vincent, the new First Lord of the Admiralty. The
three northem courts had formed a confederacy for making
England resign ber naval rights. Of these courts, Russia
was guided by the passions of its emperor, Paul, a man
eot withous fits of generosity, and some natural goodness,
but subjeciifo the wildest-humours of caprice, and crazed
by the posstssion of greater power than can ever be safely,
or perhaps innoeently, possessed by weak humenity.
Denmark was French at heart—ready to co-operato in
all the views of Franoe, to Mecognise all her usnrpations,
and .obey all her injunctions. Bweden, under a king
-whowe - principles were right, apd whose feelings were
genetouu, ‘bu¥ who had » taint of hereditary iusanity,

in soquissoence with the dictates of tavo powers
whmnﬁw to offend, The Damish navy at this timo

Augisied of twenty.three phips of the line, with about



EXPEDITION AGAINST DENMARK. 71

- "
{hirty-one frigates and smaller vessels, exclusive of guard-
ships. The Swedes had cighteen ships of the lins, four-
teen frigates and sloops, seveuty-four galleys and smaller
vessely, besides gun-boats; and this force was in a far
better state of equipment than the Danish. The Russians
had eighty-twg sail of the line and forty frigates, Of
these there were forty-seven sil of the line at Cronstadt,
Revel, Petersburgh, and Archangel; but the Bussian
fleet was ill-manned, ill-officered, and ill-equipped. Such
a combination, under the influence of France, would soon
bave become formidable ; and never did the British Cabi-
aet display more decision than in instantly preparing to
crush it. They erred, however, in permitting any petty
consideration to prevent them from' appointing Nelson
to the command. The public properly murmured at seeing
it intrusted to another; and he himself said to Earl 8t."
Vincent that, circumstanced as he, was, this expedition
would probably be the last service that he should ever
perform. The carl, in teply, besought him, for God'’s sake,
not to suffer himself to be carried away by any stidden
impulse. o ‘
The season happened to be unusually favourable ; so
mild a winter had not been kmown in the Bultic for many:
years. When Nelson jomed the fleet at Yarmouth, he
found the admiral “a little nervou: about dark mights
and ficlds of ice” “DBul we must brace up,” said he;
“hese arve nob times for nervous systems. I hope we shall
give our northern enemies that huilstorm of bullets whiel:
gives our dear country the dominion of the sea. We have
it, and all the devils in the north cannot iake it from uv
if our wooden walls have fair play.” Before the fleet left
Yarmouth, it was sufficiently known that its destination
was aguinst Denmark. Some Danes, who belonged to the
Amazon frigate, went to Captain Riod, gnd, telling him
what they had heard, begged that he woyld get them
exchangsd into a ship bound on ,some other destination.
“They had no wish," hey said, “to quit the British’
service ; but they intreated that they might not be forced
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‘to fight agaivet their own country.” There was not in
ourﬁigihole navya man who had a Kigher and more chival-
rous scnse of duty than Riou. Tears came into his eyes
while the men were speaking ; without making any reply,
he instantly ordered his boat, and did not return to the
Adsmazon till he could tell them that their wish was
offected. ‘

The floet sailed on the 12th of March. Mr. Vansittart
sailed in it ; the British Cabinet still hoping to obtain its
and by negotiation. It was well for England that Sir
Hyde Parker placed a fuller confidence in Nelson than
the Government scems to have done at this most impor-
tant crisis.  Her enemies might well have been astonished
at learning that ary other man should for a moment
have becu thought of for the command. But so little
deference was paid, even at this time, to his intuitive and
all-commanding genivs, that when the fleet had reached
its first rendezvous, 4t the cntrance of the Cattegal, he
had received no official communication whatever of the
intended operations. His own mind had been made” up
upon them with its accustomed decision. * All T have

thered of our first plans,” said he, “ T disapprove most
‘ﬁceedingly. Honour may arise from them ; good cannot.

T hear we are likely to anchor outside of CUronenburgh
Castle, instead of Copenhagen, which would give weight
to our negotiation. A Danish Minister would .think
twice before he would put his name to war with England,
when the next moment he would probably see his master’s
fleet in flames, and his capital in ruing, The Dane should
see our flag every moment he lifted up his head.”

" Mr. Vansittart left the fleet at the Scaw, and preceded
it in o frigate, with a flag of truee. Precious time was
losthyy this delay, which was to be purchased by the
degrest blood of Britain and Denmark. According to
4h@ Danes themselves, the intelligence that a British fleet
whs secn off the Sound produced & much more general
islarm in Copenhagen than its actual arrival in the roads ;

“Foritheir meany of defence were at that time in sich 4
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staté that they could hardly hope to resist, still less to
repel, an encmny. On the 21st Nelson had a long con-
ference with Sir Hyde, and the next day addressed a
letter to him worthy of himself and of the ocvasion. Mr.
Vansittart’s report had then been reccived. It repre-
sented the Danish Government as in the highest degree
hostile, and théir state of preparation as cxceeding what
our Cabinet had supposed possible ; for Denmark had
profited with all activity of the leisure which had so
Iinpoliticly been given her. “The more I have reflected,”
said Nelson to his commanider, “ the more T am confirmed
in opinion that® not a moment should be lost in attack-
ing the enemy. They will every day and every howg he
stronger ; we shall never be so good @ match for them as
at this moment. The only cousideration 14, how to ges
at them with the least risk to our ships?  Here you are,
with slmost the safoty—certainly with the honour—of
Eugland, more intrusted to you th¥n ever yet fell to the
lot of any Dritish officer. On your decision depends
whether our country shall be degraded in the eyes of
Burope, or whether she shall rear her head higher than
ever. Again T do repeat, never did our country depend |
=0 sauch upon the success of any ficet as on this. Howh
best to honour her; and abate the pride of her enemius,
must be the subject of your deepest consideration.”
Supposing him to force the passage of the Sound,
Nelson' thought some darnage might be done minong the -
masts and yards; though, perhaps, nct one of them
but would be serviceable again.  “It the wind be fairg
said be, “and you determine to atbuck the ships and
Crown Islandy, you must expect the natural issue of such
a battle—ships crippled, and, perhaps, one or two lost ;
for the wind which carries you in will, most probably,
not bring out & crippled ship. This mode I call taking
the bull by the horns. It, Kowever. will not prevent the
Revel ships, or the Swedes, trom joining the Danes ; and
to preveut this is, in my humble opinion, a measure abso-
lutely: necessary ; and still to attack Copenhagen.”: Fur
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this he proposed two modes. One was, to pass Cronen-
burgh, taking the rizk of danger; take the deepest and
straightest channel along the Middle Grounds ; and then,
coming down the Garbar, or King's Channcl, attack the
Panish line of floating batteries and ships, as might be
found convenient. This weuld prevent a junction, and
might ¢ive an opportunity of bombardigg Copenhasgen.
Or to take the passage of the Delt, which might be ac
complished in four orfive days ; and then the attack by
Draco might be made. and thejunction of the Rursians
prevented. SMupposing them through the Beli, he proy oscid
that a detachment of the fleet should bwsent to destruy
the Russian squadron at Revel ; and that the Lusiness at
Copenhagen should be attempted with the reniuder,
“ The measure,” he said, “mizht be thought hwll; s
the boldest reasures are tho safest.”

The pilots, as men who had nothing but safety to think
of, were terrified by she formidable report of the bubterie.
of Elsineur, and the tremendous preparations which cur
negotiators, who were now returnced from their fruifle-«
niission, had witnessed. They therefore persuaded Sir
Hyde to prefer the passage of the Belt. ¢ Lot it be by
she Sound, by the Belt, or any how,” cried Nelson, “ only
Jose notan hour!” On the 26th, they sailed for the Belt.
Buch was the habitnal reserve of Sir Hydc, that his uwn
coptain, the captain of the fleet, did not know which
course bie had resolved to take till tho fleet were-getting
under weigh. Wheén Caplain Domett was thus apprised
of it, he felt it his (uty to represent to the admirul his
belief that, if that coursc were persevered in, the ultimate
object would be totally defeated. It was liable to long
delays, and to aecidents of ships grounding: in the whole
fleet there were only one captain and one pilot who knew
gnything of this formidable passage, as it was then

.deemed, and their knowledge was very slight ; their in-
strnctions did not suthorise them toattempt it ' Suppos-
. ing them safe through the Belts, the heavy ships could
‘ot ¢ome over the Grounds to attack Copenhagen; and
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light vessels would have no effect on stich a line of defence
a8 had been prepared agninst them. Domett urged theso
reasons so forcibly that 8ir Hyde’s opinion was shaken,
and he conseuted to bring the fleet to, and send for
Nelson on board. Thero can be little doubt but that the
expedition would have failed, if Captain Domett had not
thus timely and carnestly given his advice. Nelson en-
tirely agrecd with him; and it was finally determined to
take the passage of the Sound; and the fleet returned to
its former anchorage.

The uext day was more idly expended in despatching
a flag of trucesto the governor of Cronenburgh Castle, to
ask whether he had roceived orders to fire at the: British
fleet; as the admiral must consider the first gun to be a
declaration of war on the part of Denmark. A soldier-
like and beeoining answer was returned to this formality.
The governor said that the British Minister had not been
sent away trom Copenhagen, but had obtained a passport
at his own demand. He hinwelf, as a soldier, could not
mbddle with politics; but he was not at liberty to suffer
a fleet, of wlich the intention was not yet known, to ap-
proach the guns of the castle which he had the honour to
command ; and he requested, if the British adiniral showdd
think proper to muke any proposals to the King of Den-
mark, that he might be apprised of it before the fleet
approached nearer. During this intercourse, a Dane,
wiho came on board the commander’s ship, having ocea-
sion to cxpress his business in writing, found the pen
blunt; and, holding it up. sarcastically said, “If your
guns are not better pointed than your pens, you will
make little imjwession on Copenbagen.”

On that- day, intelligence reached the admiral of the
loss of one of his fleet, the fnvincible, 74 guns, wrecked on
a sand-bank, as she was coming out of Yarmouth; 400 of
her men perished in her. Nelson, who was now appointed
to lead the van, shifted his flag to the Elephant, Captain
Foley, a lighter ship than the St George, and therefore
fitber for thte expecied operations. The two following
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days weve calm. Orders had been given to pass the
Sound es soon as the wind would permit; and, on the
afternoon of the 29th, the ships were cleared for action,
with an alacrity characteristic of DBritish seamen. At
daybreak, on the 30th, it blew a topsail brecze from
N.W. The signal was made, and the fleet moved on
in ovder of battle: Nelson’s division in ethe van, Sir
Hyde's in the centre, and Admiral Graves in the rear.
Great actions, whether military or naval, have generally
given celebrity to the scenes from whence they are de-
nominnted ; and thus petty villages, and capes, and bays,
known unly to the coasting trader, become associated with
mighty deeds,and their names are made conspicuous in the
history of the world. | Here, however, the scene was every
way worthy of the drama. The political importance of
iho Sound is such that grand ohjects are not needed there
to impress the imagination; yet is the channel full of
erand and interesting sobjects, both of art and nature.
This passage, which Denmark had so long considered as
the key of the Baltic, is, in its narrowest part, about thife
miles wide ; and here the city of Elineur is rituated—
except Copenhagen, the most foutishing of the Dauish
towny. Every vessel which passes lowers her top-gallant-
~ails, and pays toll at Elsineur—a toll which is believed
to have had its origin in the cunsent of the traders to
that sca, Denmark taking upon itself the charge of con-
structing light-houses, and erecting signals, to mark the
shoals and rocks from the Cattegat to the Baltic; and
they, on their part, agreeing thut all ships should pass
. this way, in order that all might pay their shares—nonc,
“from that time, using the passage of the Belt ; because it
wea not fitting that they who enjoyed the benefit of the
beaegns in dark and stormy weather should evade cou-
tributing to thern in fair seasons and summer nights, Of
late years, about ten thousand vessels had annnally paid
this contribution in time of peace, ' Adjoining Elsineur,
mud st the edge of the peninsular promiontory, upon ﬂy

mpmt of land to the Swedish coast, stands Oronep



VIEWS ON THE DANISH SIORE. 177

burgh Castle, built after Tycho Brahe’s design ; a magni-
ficent pile—at ouce a palace, and fortress, and state-
prison, with its spires and towers, and battlements and
batteries.  On the left of the strait is the old Swedish
city of Helsinburg ; at the foot, and on the side of a hill.
To the north of Iclsinburg, the shores are steep and
vecky ; they lower to the south, and the distant spires
of Landscroua, Lund, and Malmoe are scen in the flat
couniry. The Duanish shores consist partly of ridges of
sand 3 hut, more frequently, their slopes are covered with
vich wood, and villages and villas, denoting the vieinity
of o greal capital. The isles of Huen, Statholm, and
Amak appear in the widening channel ; and, at the dis-
tunce of twenty miles from llsineur, stands Copenhagen,
in full view—the hest city of the north, and one of 'the
finest capitals of Euvope ; visible, with its stately spires,
far off.  Amid thesc mugnificent ohjects, there are some
which possess a peculiar interest for the recollections
which they call forth. 'Thoe isle of Huen, a lovely do-
" main, about six miles in circumference, had been the
munificent gift of Frederic the Second to Tycho Brahe.
Here most of his discoveried werc made; and here the
riins are to be seen of his observatory, and of the man-
sion where he was visited Ly princes, and where, with a
princcly spirit, he received and entertained all comers
from all parts, and promoted science by his liberality as
well as by his labours. Elsineur is a name familiar to
English cars, boing inseparably associated with Xamlet,
and one of the noblest works of human genius. , Cronen-
burgh had been the scene of deeper tragedy : here Queen
Matilda was confined, the victim of a foul and murderous
court intrigne. Here, amid heart-breaking griefs, she
found consolation in nursing her infant. Here she took
her everlasting leave of that infant, when, by the inter-
ference of England, her own deliverance was obtained ;
andyas the ship bore her away from a country where the
venial indisoretions of youth and unsuspicions gaiety had
been 80'¢ruelly punished, upon these towers she fixed her
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eyes, end stood upon the deck, obstinately gazing toward
them til the last speck had disappeared.

The Sound being the only frequented entrance to the
Baltic, the great Mediterranean of the North, few parts
of the sea display so frequent a navigation. In the
height of the season, not fewer than an hundrel vessels
pasa every four-and-twenty hours, for many weeks in suc-
oeesion ; but never had so busy er so splendid a sccne
been exhibited there as on this day, when the British
fleet prepared to force that passage where, till now, all
.ships had vailed their top-sails to the flag of Denmark.
The whole force consisted of fifty-one sail of various de-
seriptions, of which sixtecn were of the line. The greater
part of the bomb gnd gun vessels took their stations off
Cronenburgh Castle, to cover the fleet ; while others, on
the lerboard, were ready to engage the Swedixh shore.
The. Danes, having imprdved cvery moment which ill-
timed negotiation and baffling weather gave them, had
lined their shore with batteries; and as soon as the,
Monawch, which was the leading ship, came abreast of
them, & fire was opened from about onc¢ hundred pieces of
cannon and mortars: our light vessels immediately, in
return, opened their firc upon the castle. Here was all
the pompous circumstance and exciting rcality of war,
without its effects ; for this ostentatious display was but
a bloodless prelude to the wide and sweeping destruction
which was soon to follow. The enemy’s shot fell near
enough to splash the water on board our ships: not re-
lying upon any forbearance of the Swedes, they meant to
have kept the mid-channel; but, when they perceived
thet not a shot was fired from Flelsinburg, and that no
batteries woro to be seen on the Swedish shore, they
inolined to that side, so as completely to get out of reach
of the Danish guns. The uninterrupted blaze which was
% up from them till the fleet Kad passed served only to
ilirate onr sailors, and afford thein matter for jes, as
shot fell in showers a full cableds length short of its
ined aim. A few rounds were relurned from some
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of our leading ships, till they perceived its inutility ;
this. however, “occasioned the only bloodshed of the dmy,
some of our men being killed and wounded by the buwsé~
ing of a gun. As soon as the main body had paseed, the
cun-vessels followed, desisting from their bombardment,
which had been as innocent as that of the enemy ; and,

» about mid-day, the whole flect anchored between the
island of Huen and Copenhagen. Sir Hyde, with Nelson,
Admiral Graves, some of the senior captains, and the
cowrmanding officers of the artillery and the troops, then
proceeded in a lugeer, to reconnoitre the enemy's means
of defencg—a formidable line of ships, radeaus, pontoons,
galleys, fire-ships, and gun-boats, flanked and supported
by cxtensive batteries, and oceupying, from cne extreme
point to the other, an extent of nehrly four miles.

A council of war was held in the afternoon. It was
apparent that the Danes could not be attacked without
great difficulty and visk ; and®some of the members of the
council spoke of the number of the Swedes and the Rus-
sians whom they should afterwards have to engage, as a
consideration which ought to be borne in mind. Nelson,
who kept pacing the cabin, impatient as he ever was ot
anything which savoured of irresolution, repeatedly said,
¢« The more numerous the better. I wish they were twice

"us many—the easier the victory, depend on it.” The plan
upon which he had determined, if ever it should be his
fortune to bring a Baltic fleet to action, was to attack
the head of their line, and confuse their movements,
“(Cloye with a Frenchman,” he used to say, ©but outma-
neeuvre 2 Russian.” He offered his services for the at-
tack, requiring ten sail of the line, and the whole of the
smaller-craft. Sir Hyde gave hita two more line-of-battle
ships than he asked, and left everything to his judg-
ment.

- The enemy’s force was not the onl nor the greatest
obstacle with which “the British ﬂeet had to contend :

. there was another to be overcome befare they could:come
in contact with it. The channel was little known, and
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extremely intricate ; all the buoys had been removed ;
and the Danes considered this difficulty as almost insupe-
rable, thinking the channel impracticable for so lurge a
fleet. ' Nelson himself saw the soundings made, and the
buoys laid down, boating it upon this cxhausting sevvice,
day and night, till it was effected. When this was done,
he thanked God for having enabled him to get %Thrcugh
this difficult part of his duty. “It had worn hin down,”
he said, “and was infinitely more grievous to him than
any resistance which ho could experience from the
enemy.”
At the first council of war, opinions inclined<to an at-
teck from.the eastward ; but the next day the wind
being southerly, after a secdnd examination of the Dunih
-position, it was det¥rmined to attack from the south, o;-
_proaching in the maunner which Nelson had suggesicd
‘- his first thoughts. . On the morning of the 1.1 of
" April the whole flect remcved to an snchorage witlin
two leagues of the town, and off the N.W. end of ‘ie
Middle Ground—ashoal lying exactly before the tovn, at
about three quarters of a mile distant, and cxtending
along its whole sea-front. The King's Chanuel, where
there is deep water, is between this shoal and the town ;
and here the Danes had arranged their line of defence, ax
near the shore asspossible—nincteen ships and floating
batteries, flanked, at the end nearest the town, by the
Crown Batteries, which were two artificial islands, at the
moeuth of the harbour-——most formidable works; thc
larger one having, by the Danish account, sixty-six
]g]':ns; but, as Nelson believed, eighty-eight. The flcet
ving' anchored, Neleon, with Riou, in the Amazon,
made his last examination of the ground; and, about
one o'clock, returning to his own ship, threw out the
signal to weigh, It avas received with a shout through-
out ke whole division ; they weighed with a light and
favonrable wind. The narrow channsl between theisland
of Saltholm and the Middle Ground had been acourstely”
buoyed ; the small craft pointed ont the course distinetly. -
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Rion led the way; the whole division coasted along' the
outer edge of the shoal, doubled its farther extremity,
and anchored there off Draco Point, just as the darkness
closed—the headmost of the enemy’s line not being more
than two miles distant. The signal to prepare for action
had beem made early in the evening; and, as his own
anchor dropped, Nelson called ont, “I will fight them the
moment I bave a fair wind.” Tt had been agreed that
Nir Hyde, with the remaining ships, should weigh on the.:
{ollowing worning, at the same time as Nelson, to menaos
the Crown, Baiteries on his side, and the four ships of the -
line which lay at the ontrance of the arsenal, and to -
cover owr own disabled ships as+hey came out of action. '
The Danes, meantime, had not beep idle ; no sconer
did the guns of Cronenburgh make it known to the whole
e;ty that all negotiation was at an end, that the British-
ticut was passing the Sound, ad that the dispate between
the two crowns mmust now be decided by arms, then a
spirit displayed its¢lf most honourable to the Danish
chaacter.  All ranks offered themselves to the service of
thuir country ; the university furnished a corps of twelve
huadied youths, the flower of Denmark. It was one of
thosc cmergencies in which little drilling or discipline is
necessary to render courage available ; they had nothing to
learn but how to manage the guns, and day and night were
cinployed in practising them. When the movements -of
Nelson’s squadron were perceived, it was known when
and where the attack was to be expeoted ; and ‘the line of
defenco was manned indiscriminately by soldiers, -sailors,
and citizens. Had not the whole attention of the Danes,
been directed %o strengthen their own means of defenoce,
they might most materially have annoyed the invading
squadron, and, perhaps, frustrated the impending attack ;
for the British ships were erowded in an ihgs
ground of little extent. It was calm, so that mortar-
boats might have acted against them to the utmost ad-
vantage; and they were within range of shells from
Ampk island. A few fell among them ; but the enemy
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soon ceased to fire. It was learnt afterwards that, for-
tunately for the fleet, the bed of the mortar had given
way ; and the Danes either could not get it replaced, or
in the darkness, lost the direction. .

This was an awful night for Copenhagen—far more so
than for the British fleet, where the men were a¢customed
to battle and victory, and had none of those objects before
their eyes which render death terrible. Nelson sat down
to table with a large party of his officers; he was. as he
was ever wont to be when on the eve of action, in high
spirits, and drank to a leading wind, and to the suceess
of the morrow. After supper they returned to their
respective ships, except‘Riou, who remained to arrange
the order of battle with Nelson and Foley, and to draw
up instructions. Hardy, meantime, went in & small boat
to examine the channel between them and the encmy ;
. Epmaching go near that ‘he sounded round their leading
ship with a pole, lest the noise of throwing the lead should
discover him. The incessant fatigne of body, as well as*
mind, which Nelson had undergone during the last threc
days, had-so exhausted him, that he was earnestly urged
1o go to his oot; and his old servant, Allen, using
that kind of awthority which long and affectionate ser-
vices entitled and enabled him to assume on such occa-
sions, insisted upon his complying. Tne cot was placed
on the floor, and he continued to dictate from it. About
eleven Hardy returned, and reported the practicability of
the channel; and the depth of water up to the enemies’ line.
-About one 'the orders were completed, and half a dozen
elerks, in the faremost cabin, proceedsd to transcribe them ;
-Nelson frequently cslling out to them from his cot to
hasten their work, for the wind wasbecoming fair. Instead
of attempting to get a few hours of sleep, he was constanﬂ{
‘Peoeiving reports on this important point. At daybreak

- 4t was axmounced-ay becoming perfoclt,‘.la;n fair. The clerks
“Bished’ their work sbout six. Nelson, who was already
"wp, breakfastod, and made rignal for all the captaing. The
dand forces, and five hundred seamen, under Captain ¥Free-
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mantle and the Honourable Colonel Stewart, were to
storm the Crown Battery as soon as its fire should be
silenced ; and Rious—whom Nelson had never seen till this
expedition, but whose worth he had instantly perceived,
and appreciated as it deserved — had the Llancke and
dlemene frigates, the Dart and Arrow sloops, and the

ephyreand Otter fiveships, given him, with a special
command to act.as circumstances might require: every
other ship had its station appointed.

Between eight and nine, the pilots and masters were
ordered on board the admiral’s ships. The pilots were
mostly neen who had been mates in Baltic traders ; and
their hesitation about the bearing of the east-end of the
shoul, and the cxact line of *deep water, gave eminous
warning of how little their knowledge was to be trusted.
The signal for action had been mads, the wind was fair
—not o moment to be lost. Nelson urged them to be
steady, to be resolute, and to decide ; but they wanted
the only ground for steadiness and decision in such cases,
and Nelson had reason to regret that he had not trusted
to Hardy's single report. This was one of the most pains
ful moments of his life; and he always spoke of it with
bitterness. “TI experienced in the Sound,” said he, “the
misery of having the houour of our country intrugted to
& set of pilots, who have no other thought than to
the ships clear of danger, and their own silly heads clear
of shot. Everybody knows what I must bave suffered ;
and if any merit attaches itself to me, it was for com-
bating the dangers of the shallows in deflance of them.”
At length Mr. Bryerley, the master of the Bellona, declared,
that he waa prepared to lead the fleet. ‘His judgment was
soceded to by the rest : they returned to their ships ; and,
at half-past nine, the signal was made to weigh in swc-
cession. : .

Captain Murray, in the Edgar, led the way ; the dga-
memnon was next -in order ; but, on the first attempt.to
leave her mabmahe could ot weather ‘the edgp of
the shoul ; end -bad the griei 4o ses his ol ahip,.
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in which he had performed so many years’ gallant scrvices,
immoveably aground, at a moment when her help was so
greatly required. Signal was then made for the Poly-
phemus, and this change in the order of sailing was exe-
cuted with the utmost promptitude ; yet so much delay
had thus been unavoidably occasioned that the Zdgar
was for some time unsupported; ond the Polgphemus,
whose place should have been at the end of the enemy’s
line, where their strength was the greatest. could get no
farther than the beginning, owing o the ditficulty of the
Channel : there she occupied, indced, an efficient station,
but one where her prescnce was less required. ¢'The fsis
followed with better fortune, and took her own berth.
The Bellona, Sir Thomas Boulden Thowmpson, kept (oo
close on the starboard shoal, and grounded abreast of the
outer ship of the enemy : this was the more vexatious,
-inasmuch as the wind was fair, the room ample, and three
ships had led the way. The Zussell following the Bel-
lona, grounded in like mauncr: both were within reach
of shot ; but their absence from their intended stations
was severely felt. Each ship had been ordered to pass
her leader on the starboard side, becausze the water was
supposed to shoal on the larboard shore. Nelson, who
came next after these two ships, thought they had kept
too far on the starboard dircciion, and made signal for
them to close with the enemy, not knowing that they
were aground ; but when he perceived that they did not
- obay the signal, he ordered the Elephant's helm to star-
board, and went within these ships: thus quitting the
appointed order of sailing, and guiding those which wero
to follow. The greater part of the fleet were probably,
by this act of promptitude on his part, saved fronl going
on ghore., Each ship, as she arrived nearly opposite to
her appointed station, let her anchor go by the stern, snd
presented her broadside to the Danes. The distance be-
tween, €ach was about a half-cable. The astion waa fought
ncagly ‘at the distance of a.cable’s length from the-enemy.
Thik, which xendered its. continuance so long, was owing
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to the ignorance and consequent indecision of the pilots.
In pursnance of the same error which had led the Bal-
lonw and the Russell aground, they, when the lead was at
& quarter less five, refused to approach nearer, in dread of
shoaling their water on the larboard shore—a fear alto-
gether erroncous, for tho water deepened up to the very
side of the enemy’s line.

At five linutes after ten the action began. The first
hulf of our flect was engaged in about half an hour ; and,
by half-past eleven, the battle became general. The plan
of ihe attack had been complete; but seldom has any
plan been nore disconcerted by untoward accidents. Of
twelve ships Sf the line, one was entirely useless, and two
others iu a situation where they could not render half the
service which was required of them. Of the squadron of
gun-brigs ouly one could get into action; the rest were
prevented, by baffling cwrrents, from weathering the
eastern end of the shoal, and onlydwo of the bomb-vessels
could reach their station on the Middle Ground, and open
their wortars on the ursenal, firing over both flects,
Rlou tovk the vacant station against the Crown Battery
with his frigates ; attempting, with that unequal force,
a service in which three sail of the'line had been directed
to assist. L

Nelson’s agitation had been extreme when he saw him-
sclf, before the action begun, deprived of a fourth part of
his ships of the linc; but no sooner was he in battle,
where his squadron was received with the fire of more
than a thousand guns, than, as if that artillery, like musie,
had driven away all care and painful thoughts, his coun-
tenance brightened ; and, as a bystander describes him,
his conversation became joyous, animaged, elevated, and
delightful. The commander-in-chief mcantime, near enough
to the scene of action to know the unfavourable accidents
which had so materially weakened Nelson, and yet too
distant to know the real stato of the contending parfies,
suffered the most dreadful anxicty. To get to his assist-
ance was impossible ; both wind and current were against
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him. Fear for the event, in such circumstances, would
maturally preponderate in the bravest mind ; and, at one
-o'clock, perceiving that after three hours’ endurance the
enemy’s fire was unslackened, he began to despair of
saccess. “I will make the signal of recal,” said he to his
captain, “for.Nelson's sake. If he is in a condition to
continue the action successfully, he will digregard it ; if
he is not, it will be an excuse for his retreat, and no
blame can be imputed to him.” Captain Domett urged him
at least to delay the signal till he could communicate
with Nelson; but, in Sir Hyde's opinion, the danger was
too pressing for delay. ¢ The fire,” he said, “was too hot
for Nelson to oppose ; a retreat, he thought, must be made.
He wias aware of the consequences to his own personul
reputation, but it would be cdwerdly in him to leave
Nelson to bear the whole shame of the failure, if shame it
should be deemed.” Under a mistaken judgment,* there-
fore, but with this disiaterested and generous feeling, he
made the signal for retreat. .
" Nelson was at this time in all the excitement of acticn.
ing the quarter-deck. A shot through the mainmast
gcocked the splinters about ; and he observed to one of
his officers with a smile, “ It is warm work ; and this day
may be the last to any of us at a moment ;” and then,
stgping short at the gangway, added, with emotion,
“But, mark you! Iwould not be elsewhere for thou-
sands.” About this time the signal-lieutenant called out,
that No. 39 (the signal for discontinuing the action) was
thrown out by the commander-in-chief. He continued
to walk the deck, and appeared to take no notice of it.
The signal-officer met him at the ncxt turn, and asked it
he should repeatgit. “No,” he replied ; *acknowledge
it,” Presently he called after him to know if the signal
- for close action was still hoisted ; and, being answered in
the afirmaflve, said, “Mind you keep it so.” He now
N - i 1 .
T T S S
au! LY+ . .
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paced the deck, moving the stump of his lost arm in a
manner which always indicated great emotion. “Do you
know,” said he to Mr. Ferguson, “ what is shown on board
the commander-in-chief? No. 39" Mr. Ferguson asked
what that meant. “Why to lcave off action!” Then,
shrugging wp his shoulders, hec repeated the words,
“Leave off action! Now,damnme if Ido! You know,
Foley,” turning to the captain, “I have only one eye ; I
have a right to be blind sometimes ;" and then putting
the glass to his blind eye, in that mood of mind which
sports with hittorness, he exclaimed, “I really do not see
the signal " Presently he exclaimed, “ Damn the’signal !
Keep mine for closer battle flyitg! That's the way I
answer such signals! Nail mine to the mast! Admiral
Graves, who was 80 situated that he cduld not discern
what was done ou board the Elephunt, disobeyed Sir
Hyde's signal in like inanner, whether by fortunate
mistake, or by a like brave intention, has not been made
lmown. The other ships of the line, looking only to
Nelson, continued the action. The signal, however, saved
Riou’s little sqnadron, but did not save its heroic leader.
This squadron, which was nedarest the commeandeér-in-chief,
vbeyed and hauled off. . B~had suffered severely in its
most unequal contest. For a long time the Amazon had
been firing, enveloped in smoke, when Riou desired his
men to stand fast and let the smoke clear off, that they
might see what they wersé about. A fatal order ; for the
Danes then got clear sight of her from the batteries, and
pointed their guns with such tremendous effect, that
nothing but the signal for retreat saved this frigate from
destruction: “What will Nelson think of usl” was
Rion’s mournful exclamation, when he unwillingly drew
offt. He had been wounded in the head by a splinter,
and was sitting on a gun encouraging his men, when, just
as the 4mazon showed her stern to the Trekroner battery,
his, clerk was ‘killed by his side, and another shot swept
away several marines, who were hauling in' the main
brace. «Come, then, my boys!” cried Riou, “let us sll
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die together!” The words had scarcely been uttered
“before a raking shot cut him in two. Except it had hecn
Nelson himself, the British navy could not have suffered
8 severer loss. ' .

The action continued along the line with unabated
vigour on our side, and with the most determined resolu-
tion on the part of the Danes. They fought to great
advantage, because most of the vessels in their line of
defence were without masts ; the few which had any
standing had their topmasts struck, and the hulls could
only be seen at intervals, The fsis must have been de-
stroyed .by the superipr weight of her enemy's fire, if
Captain Inman, in tho Pestrds frigate, had not judiciously
taken a situation which enabled him to rake the Dane,
and if the Polymiemus had not also relicved her. Both
in the Bellona end the Isis many men were lost by the
bursting of their guns. ‘The former ship was about forty
years old, and thése guns were belicved to be the same
which she had first taken to sea; they were, probably,
or'?inally faulty, for the fragments were full of little air-
holes. The Bellona lost seventy-five men ; the Zsis, one
hundred and ten ; the Alonarch, two hundred and ten.
She was more than any other line-of-battle ship exposed
to the great battgry, and, supporting at the same time
the united fire of the Holstein and the Zealund, her loss
this’ day exceeded that of any single ship during the
whole war, * Amid the tremendaous carnage in this vessel,
some of the men displayed a singular instance of coolness.
‘The pork and peas happened to be in the kettle ; a shot
knocked its comtents about ; they picked up the pieces,
and ate and fought et the same time, :

Tha Prince Royal had taken his station upon one of the
batteries, from whence he beheld the action, and issued
hig orders. Denmark had mever been engaged in so
ﬁ;ﬁus tﬁﬂ;@t&t, a?d never. did the Danes more rpbly
display their national courage—a cgurage not more un-
Jbappily than impoliticly exerted in subserviency to the
‘ixterest of France. Captain Thura, of the Indfoedsretten,
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fell early in the action ; and all his officers, except one
licutenant and onc marine officer, were either killed or
wounded. In the confusion the colours were either struck
or shot away; but she was moored athwart one of the .
batteries in such a situation that the British made no
attempt to board her, and a boat was despatched to the
prince to inform him of her situation. He turned to
those abous him, and said, “ Gentlemen, Thura is killed;
which of you will take the command #* Schrogdersce, a
captain who had lately rosigned on account of extreme
ill-health, answered, in a feeble voice, “I will!” and
hastoned on board. The crew, perceiving u new com-
mander coming alongside, hoisted their colours again, and
fired a broadside. Schroedersee, when he came pn deck,
found himself surrounded by the.dead and wounded, and
called to those in the boat to get quickly on board : & ball
struck him at that moment. A licudenant, who had
accompanicd him, then took the command, and continued
to fight the ship. A youth of teventeen, by name Ville-
1nocs, particularly distinguished himself on this memorable
wday. He hadvolunteeredto take the command of afloating
battery, which was a raft, consisting merely of a number
of beams nailed together, with a flooring to support the
guns ; it was square, with a breast-work full of port-holes,
aund without masts, carrying twenty-four guns, and one
hundred and twenty men. With this he got under the
stern of the Elephant, below the reach of the sbern-
chasers ; and, under a heavy fire of small-arms from the
marines, fought his raft till the truce was announced
with such skill, as well as courage, as to excite Nelson's
warmest admiration. o .
Between one and two the fire of the Danes slackened ;
about two it ceased from the gregter part of their line,
and some of their lighter ships were adrift. It was, how-
ever, difficult to take possession of those who struck, be-
cauge the batteries on Amak Island protected them ; and
because an irregular fire was kept up from the ghips
themselves as the boats approached. This arose from the
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natuve of the action. The erews were continually rein-
forced from the shore ; and fresh men coming on board,
did not inquire whether the flag had been struck, oy,
perhaps, did not heed it : many, or most of them, never
having been engaged in war before—knowing nothing,
therefors, of its laws, and thinking only of defending their
country to the last extremity. The Danbrog fired upon
the Elsphant's boats in this manner, though her commo-
dore had removed her pendant and deserted her, though
she had struck, and though she was in flames. After she
had been abandoned by the commodore, Braun fought
her till he lost his right hand, and then Capiain Lemming
took the command. This unexpected renewad of her fire
made the Elephant and Glation renew theirs, till she was
not only silenced, but nearly every man in the praams,
ahead and astern of her, was killed. When the smoke of
their gums died away, she was seen drifting in flames be-
fore the wind ; those of her crew who remained alive,
and able to exert themselves, throwing themselves out at
her port-holes.

Captain Rothe commanded the Nyeborg praam ; and,”
pergeiving that she could not much longer be kept afloat,
made for the inner road. As he passed the line, be found
the 4ggershuus praam in a more miserable condition than
his own ; her masts had all gone by the board, and she
was on the point of sinking. Rothe made fast a cable
to her stern, and towed her off; but he could get her no
further than a shoal called S8tubben, when she sank ; and
soon aftgr he had worked the Nyeborg up to the landing-
place, that vessel also sank to her gunwale. Never did
any vessel come ont of action in & more dreadful plight.
The stump of her foremast was the only stick standing;
her cabin had been stove in ; every gun, except a single
one, was dismounted ; and her deck was covered with
shatteved limbs and dead hodies.

By half-past two the astion had cbased along that part
of the Jine which was astern of the Elsphant, but not wi
the gliips abead and the Crown Batteries. ‘Nolson, seeity
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the manner in which his boats were fired upon, when they
went to take possession of the prizes, became angry, and -
said he must either send on share to have this irvegalar
proceeding stopped, or send a fire-ship and burn them.
Half the shot from the Trekroner, and from the batteries
at Amak, at this time struck the surrendered ships, four
of which had got close together; and the fire- of the
English, in return, was equally or even more destructive
to these poor devoted Danes. Nelson, who was as humane
as he was brave, was shocked at this massacre—for such
he called it; and, with a presence of mind peculiar to
himself, and never more signally displayed than now, he
retired into the stern gallery, and wrote thus to the
Crown Prince—*“ Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson has heen
commanded to spare Denmark when she no, longer resists.
The line of defence which covered her shores has struck
to the British flag ; but if the firing is continued on the
part of Denmark, he must set on fire all the prizes that
he Qas taken, without having the power of saving the
men who have 20 nobly defended them. The brave Danes.
are the brothers, and should never be the enemies of the
English.” A wafer was given him ; but he ordered &
candle to be brought from the cockpit, and scaled the.
letter with wax, affixing a larger seal than he ordinarily
used. “This,” said he, “isno time to appear hurried and
informal.”” Captain Sir Frederick-Thesiger, who acted a8
his aide-de-camp, carried this letter, with a flag of trmee,
Meantime the fire of the ships ahead, and the approsch:
of the Ramilies and Defence from Sir Hyde's qivision
which had now worked near enough to alaxm thé enemy,
though not to injure them, silenced the remainder of the
Danish line to the eastward of the Trekroner. That bat-
tery, however, continued its fire. This formidable werk,-
owing to the want of the ships which had been destined
to attack it, and the inadequate force of Riou's little
squadron, was comparatively uninjured. Towards ithe
close of the action it had been manned withnearly fifteen
hundred men ; and the intention of storming it, for whigh
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avery preparation had been made, was abandoned as im-
practicable.

During Thesiger’s absence, Nelson sent for Freemantle,
from the Ganrges. and consulted with him and Foley
whether it wag advisable to advance, with those ships
which had sustained least damage, against he yet unin-
Jjured part of the Danish line. They were decidedly of
opinion that the best thing which could be done was,
while the wind continued fair, to remove the fleet ont of
the intricate channel from which it had to rctreat. In
somewhat more than half-an-hour after Thesiger had been
despatched, the Danish Adjutant-General Lindholm came,
begring a flag of trucg ; upon which the Trekroner ceased
‘o ‘five, and the action closed, after four hours' continuance.
He brought ap inquiry from the Prince, What was the
object of Nelson's note? The British admiral wrote in
reply, “Lord Nelson'sebject in sending the flag of trace
was humanity ; he therefore consents that hostilitics
'shall cease, and that the wounded Danes may be talen
on shore. And Lord Nelson will take his prisoners ous
of the vessels, and burn or carry off his prizes as he shall
think: fit, Lord Nelson, with humble duty to his Royal
Highness the Prince, will consider this the greatest victory
he nas ever gained, if it may be the cause ot a happy rc-
conciliation and union between his own most gracious
Severeign and his Majesty the'King of Denmark.” Sir
Frederick Thesiger was despatched a second time with Lne
voply ; and the Danish adjutant-general was referred to
the commander-in-chief for a conference upon this over-
ture. Lindholm, assenting to this, proceeded to the
London, which was riding at anchor full four miles oft ;
and-Nelson, losing not one of the critical moments whick
o had thus gained, made signal for his leading shipa to
woigh in suceession ; they had the shoal to clear, they
were much. crippled, and their course was immediately
ander the guns of the Trekonrer. e
- “‘Phe Monarch led the way. This ship bad.received
iz, and-twenty shot between wind aud water. She had
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not a shroud standing ; thero was a double-hcaded shot
in the heart of her foremast, and the slightest wind would
have sent every mast* over her side. The imminent
danger from which Nelson had extricated himself soon
became apparent. The Monarch touched immediately upon
a shoal, over which she was pushed by the Ganges taking
her amid-shjps; the Glatton went clear ; but the other
two, the Defiance and the Elephant, grounded aboyt a mile
from the Trekroner, and there remained fixed for many
hours, in spite of all the exertions of their wearied crews.
The Desirde frigate also, at the other end of the line,
having gone tgward the close of the action to assist the
Bellonu, became fast on the same shoal. Nelson loft the
Llephant, soon afler she took the ggound, to follow Lind-
holm. The heat of action was over; and that kind of
fecling which the surrounding scene of hayoc was so well
fitted to produce pressed heavily upon his exhausted
spirits,. The sky had suddenly kecome overcast ; white
flags were waving from the mast-heads of so many shat-
tewed ships ; the slaughter had ceased, but the grief was to™
come ; for the account of the dead was not yot made up,
and no man could tell for what friends he might have to
mourn. The very silence which follows the “cessation of
such a battle becomes a weight upon the heart at first,
rather than a relief; and though the work of mutual
destruction was at an end, the Danbrog was, at this time,
drifting about in flames. Presently she blew up ; while
our boats, which had put off in all directions to assist her,
were endeavouring to pick up her devoted crew, few of
whom could be sa.ved The fate of these men, after the
gallantry which they had displayed, particularly affected
Nelson ; for there was nothing in this actipn of that in-
dm-natmn against the enemy, and that %pmon of
* It would have been well if the floet, hefore they went under the batteries,
pu e e b pered it o, Mg S e o

splinters would have been saved also.  Small mh could have towed them
P e e e el el e
, Poriibla e oAt tho mipe: use y igh have
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retributive justice, which at the Nile had given a sterner
temper to his mind, end a sense of austere delight in
beholding the vengeance of which he was the appointed
minister. The Danes were an honourable foe ; they were
of English mould as well as English blood; and, now
that the battlehad ceased, he regarded them rather as
‘brethren than as enemies. There was another reflection,
also, which mingled with these melancholy thoughts, and
predisposed him to receive them, He was not here mas-
teor of his own mpvements, as at Egypt. He had won the
day by disobeying his orders; and, in so far as he had
been successful, had convicted the commander-in-chief of
an error in judgment. “Well,” said he, as he left the
Elephant, 1 have fought contrary to orders, and I shall,
perhaps, be hanged. Never mind ; let them !” ,
This wag the.langnage of a man who, while he is giving
utterance to an uneasy thought, clothey it half in jest,
because he half repents that it has been discloscd. His
services had been too eminent on that day, his judz-
ment too conspicuous, his sueccess too signal, for any cr.n-
mander, however jealous of his own authority, or envious
of another’s merits, to express anything but saiisfaction
and gratitude ; which 8ir Hyde heartily felt, and vincerely
expressed. It was speedily agreed that there should be a
nsion of hostilities for four-and-twenty hours ; that
all the prizes should be surrendered, and the weunded
Danes carried on shore. There was a pressing necessity
for this ; for the Danes, either from too much contidence
in the strength of their position and the difficulty of the
channel, or supposing that the wounded might be carried
on -shore during the action, which was found totally im-
precticable, qr, perhaps, from the confusion which the
attack excited, had provided no surgeons ; so that, when
our men boarded the captured ships, they found many of
the mangled and mutilated ' Danes | to death, for
want of proper axsistanice—a soente, of all others, the most

M&mmﬁm’wﬁh@ . o
“‘The bosts of Sir Hyde's division ‘were actively em-
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ployed all night in-bringing out the prizes, and in getting
afloat the ships which were on shore. At daybreak,
Nelson, who had slept in his own ship, the S¢. George, rowed
to the Elephant,; and his delight at finding her afloat
seemed to give him new life. There he took a hasty
breakfast, praising the men for their exertions, and themn
pushed off to the prizes, which had not yet been removed.
The Zealand, 14 guns, the last which strack, had drifted on
the shoal, under the Trekroner ; and relying, as ¥ seems,
upon the protection which that battery might have
afforded, refused to acknowledge herself captured ; saying
that, though it was true her flag was not to be seen, her
pendant was still flying. Nelson ordered one of our brigs
and three long-boats to approach her, and rowed up him-
*self to one of the enewny’s ships, to communicate with the
commodore. This officer proved to be ap old acquaint-
ance, whom he had known in the West Indies: so he
invited himself on board ; and, with that urbanity as well
as decision which always characterized him, urged his olaim
to the Zeuland so well that it was admitted. The men
from the boats lashed a cable round her bowsprit, and the
gun-vessel towed ber away. It is affirmed, and probably
with truth, that the Danes felt more pain at beholding
this than at all their misfortunes on the preceding day ;
and one of the officers, Commodore Steen Bille, went to
the Trekroner battery, and asked the commander why he
had not sunk the Zealand, rather than suffer her thus to
be carried off by the enemy ?

This was, indeed, a mournful day for Copenhagen! It
was Good Friday; but the general agitation, and the
mourning which was in every house, made all distinc-
tion of days be forgotten. There were, at that hour,
thousands in that city who felt, and more perhaps who
needed, the consolations of Christianity ; but few or none
who could be calm enongh to think of its observances.
The English were aclively employed in refitting their
own ships, securing the prizes, snd distributing the
prisoners; the Danes, in carrying on shore and dispos-
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ing of the wounded and the dead. It had been a mur-
derons action. Our loss, in killed and wouuded, was
nine hundred and fifty-three. Part of this slanghter
might have been spared. The commanding officer of the
troops on board one of our ships asked where his men
should be stationed? He was told that they could be of
no use; that they were not near enough fyr musketry,
and were not wanted at the guns; they had therefore
better go below. This, he said, was impossible ; it would
be a disgrace that could never be wiped away. They
were, therefore, drawn up upon the gangway, to satisfy
this crucl point of honour; and there, without the possi-
bility of annoying the enemy, they were cruclly mowed
down! The loss of the Danes, including prisoners,

amounted to about six thousand. The ncgotiations,

meantime, wenton ; and it was agreed that Nelson stbuld

have an interview with the Prince the following day.

Hardy and, Freemantle landed with him. This was a

thing as unexampled as the other circumstances of the

battle. A strong guard was appointed to escort him to

the palace, as much for the purpose of security as of
honour. The populace, according to the British account,

showed a mixture of admiration, curiosity, aud displea~

sure, at beholding that man in the midst of them: who

had inflicted such wounds upon Denmark. But there

were neither acclamations nor murmurs., “The people,”

says a Dane, “did not degrade themselves with the for-

mer, nor disgrace themselves with the latter. The admiral

was received as one brave enemy ever ought to receive

another: he was recoived with respect.” The prelimina-

ries of the negotiation were adjusted at this interview.

Daring the* repast which followed, Nelson, with all the

sinoerity of his character, bore willing testimony to the

valour of his foes. He told the Prince that he had been

in a hundred and five engagements, but that this was the
.most tremendous of all. “The French,” he said, ¢ fought
/bravely; but they could not have stood for one hour the
fight which the Danes had supported for four” He
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requested that Villemoes might be introduced to him;
and, shaking hands with the youth, told the Prince that
he ought to be made an admiral. The Prince replied,
“If, my lord, T am to make all my brave officers admirsls,
T should have no captains or lieutenants in my service.”

The sympathy of the Danes for their countrymen who
had bled th their defence was not weakened by distance
of time or place in this instance. Things needénl for the
service, or the comfort of the wounded, were sent in pro-
fasion tu the hospitals, till the superintendents gave
public notice that they could receive no more. On the
third day after the action, the dead werc buried in the
naval churchyard : the ceremony was made as public and
as solemn as the occasion required; such a procession
had never before been seen in that, or, perhaps, in any
other city. A public monument was %rected upon the
spot where the slain were gathered together, A subserip-
tion wus opened on the day of the funcral for the relief of
the sufferers, and colloctions in aid of it made throughount
M1 the churches in the kingdom. This appeal to the
feclings of the people was made with circumstances which
gave it full effect. A monument was raised in the midst
of the church, surmounted by the Danish colours ; young
maidens, dressed in white, stood round it, with either one
who had been wounded in the battle or the widow and
orphans of some one who had fallen ; a suitable oration
was delivered from the pulpit, and patriotic hymns and
songs were afterwards performed. Medals were distri-
buted to all the officers, and to the men who had distin-
guished themselves. Poets and painters vied with each
other in celebrating a battle which, di us as it was,
had yet been honourable to their country; some, with
pardonable sophistry, represented the advantage of “the
day as on their own side. One writer discovered a more
curious but less disputable ground of satisfaction in the
reflection that Nelsun, as may be inferred from his name,
wes of Danish descent; and his actions, therefore, the
Dane argued, were attributable to Danish valour.
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The negotiation was continued during the five following
days ; and, in that interval, the prizes' were disposed of
in & manner which was little approved by Nelson. Six
line-of-battle ships and eight praams had been taken. Of
these, the Holstein, 64, was the only one which was sent
home. The Zealand was a finer ship ; but the Zesland
and all the others were burnt, and their brass battering-
cannon sunk with the hulls in such shoal water that,
when the fleet returned from Revel, they found the Danes,
with, craft over the wrecks, employed in getting the guns
up again. Nelson, though he forbore from any public
expression of displeasure at seeing the proofs and trophies
of his victory destroyed, did not forget to represent to
the Admiralty the case of those who were thus deprived
of their prize-money. ¢« Whether,” said he to Earl St.
Vinecent, # Sir Hyde Parker may mention the subject to
you, I know not ; for he is rich, and does not want it:
nor is it, you will beliéve me, any desire to get a few
hundred pounds that actuates me to address this letter to
you, but justice to the brave officers and men who fouglit
on that day. It is true, our opponents were in hulks and
floats, only adapted for the position they were in ; but
‘that made our battle so much the harder, and victory so
much the more difficult to obtain. Believe me, I have
weighed all circumstances ; and, in my conscience, I think
that the King should send a gracious message to the
House of Commons for a gift to this flect ; for what must
be the natural feelings of the officers and men belonging
to it, to see their rich commander-in-chief burn all the
fruits of their victory—which, if fitted up and semnt to
England (as many of them might have been by dismantling
'pnrtzef our Yeet), would have sold for a goed round
sam

On the 9th, Nelson landed again, to conclude the terms
of the armistice. During its continusnoce, the armed ships
anyd . vessels of Denmark were to remain in their then
aptiial situation, as to armament, equipment, and hostile
position ; and the treaty of armed neutrality, as far as
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releted to the co-operstion of Denmark, was suspended. .
The prisoners were to be sent on shore ; an acknowledg-
ment being given for them, and for the wounded also,
that they might be carried to Great Britain's eredit in
the account of war in case hostilities should be renewed,
The British fleet was allowed to provide itself with all
things requigito for the health and comfort of its men.
A difficulty arose respecting the duration of the ggmistice.
The Danish commissioners fairly stated their fears of
Russia ; and Nelson, with that frankness which sound
policy and the sense of power seem often to require as
well as justify in diplomacy, told them his reason for
demanding a long termn was, that he might have tjime to
act against the Russian fleet, and ghen return to Copen-
hagen. Neither party would yield upon this point ; and
oue of the Danes hinted at the renewsl of hostilities.
“Renew hostilities I” cried Nelson to one of his friends—
for he understood French enough to comprehend what
was raid, though not to answer it in the same language—
“o]l him we arc ready at a moment l-—ready to bombard
this very night!” The conference, however, proceeded
amicably on both sides ; and as the commissioners conld
not agree upon this head, they broke up, leaving Nelson
to scttle it with the Prince. A levee was held forthwith
in ono of the state-rooms—a scene well suited for such
@ consultation ; for all these rooms had been stripped of
their furniture, in fear of a bombardment. To a bom-
bardment also Nelson was looking at this time : fatigue
and anxiety, and vexation at the dilatory measures of the
commander-in-chief, combined to make him irritable; and
as he was on the way to the Prince’s dining-room, he
whispered to the' officer on whose arm he was leaning,
“ Though I have only one eye, I can see that all this will
burn well.,” After dinner he was closeted with the Prince;
and they agreed that the awmistice should continue four-
teen weeks, and that, ab its terminastion, fourteen days’
nbtice should be given before the recommencement of
hostilities.



200 LIFE OF NELSON.

An official account of the battle was publishea by
Olfert Fischer, the Danish comrmander-in-chief, in which
it was asserted that our force was greatly superior;
nevertheless, that two of our ships of the line had struck ;
that the others were so weakened, and especially Lord
Nelson'’s own ship, as to fire only single shots for an hour
before the end of the action ; and that this hero himself,
in the middle and very heat of the conflict, sent a flag of
truce n shore, to propose a cessation of hostilities. For
the truth of this account the Dane appealed to the Prince,
and all those who, like him, had been eye-witnesses of the
scere. Nelson was exceedingly indignant at such a state-
ment, and addressed a letter, in confutation of it, to the
Adjutant-General Lindholm ; thinking this incumbent ujpon
him, for the information of the Prince, since his Ruyal
Highness-had heen appealed to as a witness. * Otherwise,”
said he, “had Commodore Fischer confined himsclf to his
own veracity, I should heve treated his official letter with
the contempt it deserved, and allowed the world to appre-
ciate the merits of the two contending officers.” After
pointing out and detecting some of the mis-statements in
the account, he proceeds, “As to his nonsensc about vic-
tory, his Royal Highness will not much credit lim, I
sunk, burnt, captured, or drove into the harbour the
whole line of defence to the southward of the Crown
Islands. He says he is told that two British ships struck.
‘Why did he not take possession of them? I took posscs-
sion of his as fast as they struck.. The reason is clear
that he did not believe it ; he must have known the
falsity of the report. He states that the ship in which
1 had the honour to hoist my flag fired latterly only
single guns, It is true; for steady and cool were my
brave fellows, and did not wish to throw away a single
shot. “He geems to exult that I gent on shore a flag “of
tryce. 'You know, and his Royal Highness knows, that
the/guns fired from the shore could only fire through the
Diinjsh ships which had surrendered ; and that, if I fired

}&*‘ .the shore, it could only be in the same manner. God
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forbid that I should destroy an unresisting Dane! When
they became my prisoners, I became their protector.” .

This letter was written in terms of great asperity against
the Danish commander. Lindholm replied in a manner
every way honourable to himself. He vindicated the
commodore in some points, and excused him in others;
reminding Nelson that every commander-in-chief was
liable to receife incorrect reports. With a natural desire
to represcnt the action in a most favourable light#® Den-
mark, he took into the comparative strength of the
two parties the ships which were aground, and which could
not get into action ; and omitted the Trekroner and the
batteries npon®Amak Island. He disclaimed all idea of
claiming as a victory “what to every intent and purpose,”
said he, “ was a defeat; but not an®inglorious one. As
to your lordship’s motive for sending a flag of truce, it
never can be misconstrued ; and your subs&juent conduct
has sufficiently shown that humanjty is always the com-
panion of true valour. You have done more; you have
shown yourself a friend to the re-establishment of peace
and® good harmony between this country and Great Bri-
tain. 1t is thereforc, with the sincerest estesm, I shall
always feel myself attached to your lordship.” Thushand-
somely winding up his reply, he soothed and contented
Nelson, who, drawing up 2 memorandum of the compa-
rative force of the two parties for his own satisfaction,
assured Lindholm that, if the commodore’s statement had
been in the same manly and honourable strain, he would
bhave been the last man to have noticed any little inac-
curacies which might get int6 a commander-in-chief’s
public letter.

For the battle of Copenhagen, Nelson was raised to the
rank of visbount ; an inadequate mark "of reward for
services so splendid, and of such paramount importance
to the dearest interests of Fngland. There was, however,
some prudence in dealing out honours to him step by step :
had he lived long enotgh, he would have fought his way
up to a dukedom. .

H
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CHAPTER VIIL

8ir Ayde Parker is recalled, and Nelson appointed Commander~~ile goes to
ﬁvﬁl‘—&tﬂnment ofAﬂ’l.ir's in the B_nluc.—}}lnuuw'stfulﬁttempl upon the

n at Boulogne—Peace of Amicné—Nclion tukes the Command in

the M&i.terranean on the Renewal of the War—Egeape of the Toulon Fleet.

Nelson chases them tothe West Indies, and back—Dulivera up his Squadron

to Admiral Cornwallis, and 1ands in England.

‘WHEN Nelgon informed Earl St. Vincent that the armis-
tice had been concluded, he told him alse, without re-
serve, his own discontent a4 the dilatoriness and indeci-
sion which he witnessed, and could not remedy. “ No
man,” said he, “but those who are on the spot, can tell
what I have gone through and do suffer. I make po
scruple in saying that I would have been at Revel four-
teen days ago; that, ‘without this armistice, the flect
would never have gone, bat by order of the Admiralty ;
and with it, I dare say, wo shall not go this weuk. I
wianted Sir Hyde to let me, at least, go and ciruisc off
Carlscrona, to prevent the Revel ships from getting in.
I said I would not go to Revel to take any of those
laurels which I was sure he would reap there. Think
for me, my dear lord ; and if I have deservod well, let
me return ; if ill, for heaven’s sake, supersede me, for J
cannot exist in this state.”

Fatigue, incessant anxiety, and a climate little suited
to one of & tender constitution, which had now for many
years been accustomed to more genial latitudes, made him
»t this time seriously determine upon returning home.
“If the northern business were not settled,” he said,
“‘ they yaust send more admirals ;" for the keen air of the
north had cut him to the heart.. He felt the want of
actéyity and decision in the commander-in-chief more
fv ;- and this affeated his spivits, end consequently
th, more than the inclemeney of the Baltie. - Svon
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after the armistice was signed, 8ir Hyde proceeded to the
eastward with such ships as were fit for service, leaving
Nelson to follow with the rest, as soon as those which
had received slight damages should be repaired, and the
rest sent to England, In passing between the isles of
Amak and Saltholm, most of the ships touched the
ground, and some of them stuck fast for a while; no
serious injuty, however, was sustained. It was intended
to act against the Russians first, before the brefking up
of the frost should enable them to leave Revel; but
learning on the way that the Swedes had put to sea to
cffect a junction with them, Sir Hyde altered his course,
m hopes of ittercepting this part of the enemy’s force.
Nelson had at this time provided for the more pressing
emergencies of the service, and prepared, on the 18th, tb
follow the fleet. The St George drew too much water to
pass the channel between the isles withSut being light-
encd ; the guns were therefore taken out, and put on
board an American vessel. A contrary wind, however,
prevented Nelson from moving; and on thef same evening,
while he was thus delayed, information reached him of
the relative situation of the Swedish and British fleets,
and the probability of an action. The fleet was nearly
ten leagues distant, and both wind and current contrary ;
bui it was not possible that Nelson could wait for a
favourable season under such an expectation. He ordered
hiss boat immediately, and stepped into it. Night was set-
ting in—one of the cold spring nights of the north ; and
it was discovered soon after they had left the ship that,
in their haste, they had forgatten to provide him with a
boat-cloak. He, however, forbade them to return for
one; and when one of his companions offered his own
great coat, and urged him to make use of it, he replied,
“J thank you very much ; but, to tell you the truth, my
anxiety keeps me sufficiently warm at present.”
% Do you think,” said he, presently, “that our flect has
uitted Bornholm${ If it has, we must follow it to
%a.rlscmm” About midnight he reached it, and once
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more got on board the Alephant. On the following
morning the Bwedes were discovered ; as soon, however,
as thoy perceived the English approaching, they retired,
aud took shelter in Carlscrona, behind the batteries on
the 1sland, at the entrance of that port. Sir Hyde sent
in a flag of truce, stating that Denmark had concluded
an armistice, and requiring an explicit deolaration from
the court of Sweden whether it wonld adhere%o or aban-
don theYrustile measures which it had taken against the
rights and interests of Great Britain? The commander,
Vicc-Admiral Cronstadt, replied “that he could not
answer a question which did not come within the par-
ticular circle of his duty ; but that the Kin} was then at
Maloe, and would soon be at Carlscrona.” Gustavus
shortly afterwards arrived, and an answer was then re-
turned to this effect, “ That his Swedish Majesty would
not for a moment fail to fulfil, with fidelity and sincerity,
the engagements he had, entered into with his allies ; but
he would not refuse to listen to cquitable proposals made
by deputies fuinished with proper authority by the King
of Great Britain to the united northern powers.” Satiy-
fied with this answer, and with the known disposition of
the Swedish court, Sir Hyde sailed tfor the Gulf of Fin-
laud ; but he had not proceeded far before a despatch-
boat from the Russian ambassador at Copenhagen arrived,
bringing intelligence of the death of the Emperor Paul ;
and that his successor, Alexander, had accepted the offer
made by England to his father, of terminating the dispute
by a convention. The British admiral wes therefore re-
quired to desirt from all further hostilities.

It was Nelson's maxim that, to negotiste with effect,
force should be at hand, and in a gituation to act. The
flest, having been reinforoed from England, amounted to
eighteen sail of the line ; and the wind was fair for Revel.
There he wonld have sailed immediately, to place himself
between that division of the Russian fleet and the squad-
#on at Cronstadt, in case this offer should prove insincere.
8ir Hyde, on the other hand, believed that the death of
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Paul had effectod all which was necessary, The manner of
that death, indeed, rendered it apparent that a change of
policy would take placo in the Cabinet of Petersburgh ;
but Nelson never trusted anything to the uncertain eveuts
of timo which could possibly be secured by promptitude
or resolution. It was not, therefore, without severe mor-
tifications that he saw the commander-in-chief retwn to
the coast of Zealand, and anchor in Kioge Des*; there to
wait patiently for what might happen.

There the fleet remained, till despatches arrived from
home, on the 5th of May, recalling Sir Hyde, and ap-
pointing Nelson commander-in-chief.

Nelson wrote to Earl St. Vincent that he was unable
to hold this honourable stationt. Admiral Graves also
was so ill, as to bo confined to his bed ; and ho intreated
that some person might come out and ke the comnmand.
“1 will endeavour,” said he, “to do my best, while I re-
1ain ; but, my doar lord, I shal? either soon go to heaven.
I hope, or must rest quiet for a time. If Sir Hyde were
gone, 1 would now be under sail” On the day when this
was written, he received news of his appointment. Not
a woment was now lost. His first signal, as commander-
in-chief, was to hoist in all launches, and prepare to
weigh ; and on the Tth he sailed from Kioge. Part of
his flcet was left at Bornholm, to watch the Swedes,
from whowm he roquired and obtained an assurance that
the British trade in the Oattegat, and in the Baltic,
should not be molested ; and saying how unpleasant it
would be to him if anything should happen which might
for & mowent disturb the returning harmony between
Sweden and Great Britain, he apprised them that he was
not directed to abstain from hostilities, should he meet
with the Swedish fleet at sea. Meantime, he himwelf,
with ten sail of the line, two frigates, a brig, and a
schooner, made for the Gulf of Finland., Paul, in one of
the freaks of his tyranny, had seized upon all the British
effects in Ruseis, and even considered British subjocts as
his prisoners. I will have all the English shipping and



208 LIFE OF NEIXOXN.

property restored,” said Nolson ; “but I will do nothing
violently—neither commit the affairs of my country, nor
suffer Russia to mix the affairs of Denmark or Sweden
with the detention of our ships.” The wind was fair, and
carried him in four days to Revel Roads. But the bay
had been clear of firm ice on the 29th of April, while the
English were lying idly at Kioge. The Russjarfs had cut
through th¥ ice in the mole six feet shick, and their
whole squadron had sailed for Cronstadt on the 3rd.
Before that time, it had lain at the mercy of the English.
“ Nothing,” Nelson said, “if it had been right to make
the attack, could have saved one ship of them in two
hours after our entering the bay.”

It so happened that there was no cause to regret the
opportunity which had been lost ; and Nelson immediately
put the intentions of Russia to the proof. He sent on
shore to say that he camg with friendly views, and was
ready to return a salute. On their part, the salute was
delayed, till a messenger was sent to them to inguire for
what reason; and the officer whose neglect had occa™
gioned the delay was put under arrest. Nelson wrote to
the Emperor, proposing to wait on him personally, and
congratulate him on his accession, and urged the imme-
diate release of British subjects, and restoration of Dritish
property. .

The answer arrived on the 16th. Nelson, meantime,
had exchanged visits with the governor, and the most
friendly intercourse had subsisted between the ships and
the shore. Alexander's Ministers, in their reply, ex-
pressed their surprise at the arrival of a British fieet in &
Russian port, and their wish that it shouvld return. They
professed, on the part of Russia, theé most friendly dispo-
sition towards Great Britain ; but declined the personsl
visit-of - Lord Nelson, unless he came in a single ship.
There was suspicion implied in this, which stung Nelson ;
andhe said the Russian Ministers would never have
weitten thns o their fleet had been at Revel. He wrote

,An slinte reply, expressing what he felt. He told the
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court of Petersburgh “that the word of a British ad-
miral, when given in explanation of any part of his con-
duct, was as sacred as that of any sovereign’s in Europe.”
And he repeated “that, under other circumstances, it
would have been his anxious wish to have paid his per-
sonal respects to the Emperor, and signed with his own
hand the eact of amity between the two countries.”
Having despatched this, he stood out to sea imynediately,
leaving a brig to bring off the provisions which had been
contracted for, and to settle the accounts. “I hoje all
is right,” said he, writing to our ambassador at Berlin,
“hut seamqn are but bad negotiators; for we put to
issue in five minutes what diplomatic forms would be five
months doing.” .

On his way down the Baltic, however, he met the Russian
Admiral Tchitchagof, whom the Empexor, in reply to Six
Hyde's overtures, had sent to communicate personally
with the DBritish commanderdn-chief. The reply was
such as had been wished and expected ; and these negoti-
stors going, seaman-like, straight to their object, satisfied
each other of the friendly intentions of their respettivo
Governments. Nelson then anchored off Rostock; and
there he received an snswer to his last despatch from
Revel, in which the Russian Court expressed their regret
that there should have been any misconception between
them, informed them that the British vessels which Paul
had detained were ordered to be liberated, and invited
him to Petersburgh, in whatever mode might be most
agreeable to himself. Other honours awaited him. The
Duke of Mecklenburgh-Strelitz, the Queen's brother,
came to visit him on board his ship; and towns of the
inland parts of Mecklenburgh sent deputations, with
their public books of record, that they might have the
name of Nelson written by his own hand.

From Rostock the fleet returned to Kioge Bay. Nelson
saw that the temper of the Danes towards England was
such as natupally arose from the chastisement which they
had so recently received. “In this nation,” said he, “wo
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shall not be forgiven for having the upper hand of them :
I only thank God we have, or they would try to Lhumble
us to the dust.” He saw also that the Dauish Cabinct
was completely subserviont to France. A Frouch officer
was at this time the companion and counsellor of the
Crown Prince; and things were done in such open viola-
tion of the armisticc that Nelson thought a second in-
fliction of vongeance would soon be necessary. Ile wrote
to the Admiralty, requesting a clear and explicit reply to
hiy inquiry, Whether the commander-in-chief was at
liberty to hold the language becoming a British admiral ?
“which very probably,” said he, “if I am hery, © will
break the armistice, and set Copenhagen in abluze. I see
everything which is dirty and mean going on, and the
Prince Royal at the head of it. Ships huve been masted,
guns taken on heard, floating-batteries prepared, and, ex-
copt hauling out and completing their rigging, everything
is donein defiance of the'treaty. My heart burns at see-
ing the word of a Prince, nearly allied to our good King,
so fulsified; but his conduct is such that he will lose he-
kingdom if he goes on; for Jacobins rule in Denmark.
T have made no representations yet, ag it would be usecless
to do so until I have the power of correction. All I beg,
in the name of the future commander-in-chicf, is, 1hat
the orders may be clear; for emough is donc to break
twenty treaties, if it should be wished, or to make the
Prince Royal humble himself before British generosity.”
Nelson was not doceived in his judgment of the Danish
Cabinet; but the Lattle of Copenhagen had crippled its
power® The death of the Czar Paul had broken the con-
federacy; and that Cabinet, therefore, was comjwlled to
defer to a more convenient season the indulgence of its
enmity towards Great Britain. Soon afterwards, Admiral
8ir Charles Maurice Pole arrived to take the command.
The business, military and political, had by that time been
80 far completed that the presence of the British fleet soon
“became no longer necessary. Sir Charles, however, made
14hé short tisme of his command memorable, by passing the
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Great Belt for the first time with line-of-battle ships,
working through the channel agsinst adverse winds
‘When Nelson left the fleet, this speedy termination yof
the expedition, though confidently expected, was not
certain ; and he, in his unwillingness to weaken the British
force, thought at one time of traversing Jutland in his
boat by the canal, to Tonningen on the Eyder, and finding
his way holne from thence. This intention was not exe-
cuted ; but he returned in a brig, declining ¥ accept a
trigate, which few admirals would have done, especially if,
like him, they suffered from sea-sickness in a small vessel.
On hix arrival at Yarmouth, the first thing he did was to
visit the hospital, and sec the men who had becn wounded
in the late battle—that victory which had added néw glory
to the name of Nelson, and which was of more importance
even thun the battle of the Nile to jthe honour, the
strength, and the security of England.

He had not been many weeks on shore before he was
called upon to undertake a service for which no Nelson
was required. Bonaparte, who was now First Consul, and
in reality sole ruler of France, was making preparations,
upon a great scale, for invading England. But hisschemes
in the Baltic had been baffled.  Fleets could not be created
as they were wanted ; and his armies, therefore, were to
come over in gun-boats, and such small craft as could be
rapidly built or collected for the occasion. From the
tormer Governments of France such threats have only
heen matter of insult and policy: in Bonaparte they
were sincere ; for this adventurer, intoxicated with suc-
cess, already began to imagine that all things were to be
submitted to his fortune. We had not at that time
proved the superiority of our soldiers over the French ;
and the unreflecting multitude were not to' be persuaded
that an invasion could only be effected by numerous ‘and
powerful flests. A general alarm was excited ; and in
condescension to this nnwerthy feeling, Nelton was ap-
pointed to a commsand, extending from Orfordness- to
Beechy head, en both shores—a sort of service, he .said,
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for which he felt no other ability than what might be
tound in his zeal.

) To this service, however, such, as it was, he applied with
his wonted alacrity ; and, having hoisted his flag in the
Madusa frigate, went to reconnoitre Boulogne—the point
from which it was supposed the great attempt would be
made, and which the French, in fear of an attack them-
sclves, were fortifying with all care. Heapptroached near
enough ¥ sink two of their floating batteries, and destroy
a few gun-boats, which were without the pier: what
damage was done within could not be ascertained. “Bou-
logne,” he said, “was certainly not a very pleasant place that
worning ; but,” he added, “it is not my wish to injure the
poor irthabitants ; and the town is spared as much as the
nature of the service ‘will admit.” Enough was done to
show the enemy that they could not, with impunity, come
outside their own ports. Nelson was satistied, by what
he saw, that they meant to make an attempt irom this
place, but that it was impracticable ; for the least wind
at W.N.W,, and they were lost. The ports of Flushing
and Flanders were better points ; there we could not tell
by our eyes what means of transport were provided.
From thence, therefore, if it came forth at all, the cxpe-
dition would come. “And what a forlorn undertaking!”
said he. “ Consider cross tides, &e. As for rowing, that
is impossible. It is perfectly right to be prepared for o
mad Government ; but, with the active force which has
been given to me, I may pronounce it almost imprac-
ticable.”

. That force had been got together with an alacrity
which has scldom been equalled. On the 28th of July
we were, in Nelson’s own words, literally at the founda-
ijon of our fabric of defence ; and twelve days afterwards
we were so prepared on the. enemy's coast that he did
not beliove they could get three miles from their ports.
The Madusa, returning to our own shores, anchored in
ibe relling ground off Harwich ; and when Nelson wished

A0.get to the Nore in her, the wind rendered it impossible
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to proceed there by the usual channel. In haste to be
at the Nore, remembering that he had been a tolerable
pilot for the mouth of the Thames in his younger daws,
and thinking it necessary that he should know all that
could be known of the navigation, he requested the mari-
time surveyor of the coast, Mr. Spence, to get him into
the Swin by wny channel ; for neither the pilots which
he had on board, nor the Harwich ones, would take
charge of the ship. No vessel drawing more®than four-
teen feet had ever before ventured over the Naze. Mr.
Spence, however, who had surveyed the channel, carried
ber safely through. The channel has since been called
Nelson’s, though he himself wished it to be named after
the Medusa ; his name needed no new memorial, '

Nelson’s eye was upon Flughing, “To tuke possession
of that place,” he said, “would be a wee’s expedition for
four or five thousand troops.” This, however, required
a consultation with the Adimiralgy ; and, that something
might be done meantime, he resolved upon attacking the
{lgtilla in the mouth of Boulogne harbour. This resolu-
tion was made in deference to the opinion of others, and
to the public feeling which was so preposterously excited.
He himself scrupled not to assert that the French army
would 1cver embark at Boulogne for the invasion of
England ; and he owned that this boat-warfare was not
exactly congeniul to his feelings. Into Helvoet or Flush-
ing he skould be happy to lead, if Government turned
their thoughts that way. ¢ While I serve,” said he, ¥ I
will do it -actively, and to the very best of my abilities.
I require nursing like a child,” he added. “ My mind car-
ries me beyond my strength, and will do me up; but
such is my.nature.”

The attack was made by the boats of the squadron ‘in
five divisions, under Captaing Somerville, Parker, Cot-
grave, Jones, and Conn. The previous essay had taught
the French the weak parts of their position ; and they
omitted no means of strengthening it, and of guarding
against the expected: attempt. The boats put off about
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half an hour hefore midnight ; but, owing to the dark-
ness, and tide and half-tide. which must always make
night attacks so uncertain on the coasts of the Channel,
the divisions separated. Onme oould not arrive at all,
another not till near daybreak. The others made the:r
attack gallantly ; but the enemy was fully prepared.
Every vessel was defended by long poles, headed with
iron spikes. projecting from their sides ; strdng nettings
were braved up to their lower yards; they were moored
by the bottom to the shore, and chained one to another H
they were strongly manned with soldiers, and protected
by land batteries, and the shore was lined with troops.
Many were taken possession of, and, though they could
not have been brought out, would have hecn burnt, had
not the French resorted to a mode of offence which they
have often used, but which no other people have ever
been wicked enohgh to employ. The moment the firing
ceased on board one of their own vessels, they fired upon
it from the shore, perfectly rogardless of their own men.
The commander of one of the French divisions acted
like a generous enemy. He hailed the boats as th8y
approached, and cried out in English, “ Lot me advise
you, my brave Englishmen, to keep Srqm distance ; you
can do nothing here, and it is only uselessly shedding the
blood of brave men to make the attempt.” The French
official account boasted of the victory. ¢ The combat,”
it said, “took place in sight of both countries; it was
the first of the kind, and the historian would have cause
to make this remark.” They guessed our loss at four or
five hundred ; it amounted to one hundred and seventy-
two. In his private letters to the Admiralty, Nelson
affirmed that, had our force arrived as he intended, it
was-not all the chains in France which could have pre-
ventéd our men from bringing off the whole of the ves-
sels. | ﬁerehadbwnnoemwmmm#mdb;;wdxd
ity en display more courage. n point
elson was fally satisfied ; but he said . lllfsbould never
bnng himself a.gamtoallowanyaﬁqckwhemm ho was
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not personally concerned, and that his mind suffered mgre
than if he had had a leg shot off in the affair. He
grieved particularly for Captain Parker—an excellent
officer to whom he was greatly attached, and who had
an aged father looking to him for assistance. His thigh
was shattered in the action; and the wound proved,
mortal, after some weeks of suffering and manly resigna-
tion. During this interval, Nelson’s anxiety was very
great. ““ Dear Parker is my child,” said he ; “or I found
him in distress.” And when he received the tidings of
his death, he replied, “You will judge of my feelings:
God’s will be done! T beg that his hair may be cut off
and given me; it shall be buried in smy grave. Poor
Mr. Parker! what a son has he lost! 1If I wewe to say
1 was couvent, I should lie; but 1 shall endeavour to
submit with all the fortitude in my powetr. His loss has
made a wound in my heart which time will hardly heal.”

He now wished to be relieved from this service. The
country, he said, had attached & confidence to his name,
which he had submitted to, and therefore had cheerfully
®paired to the station ; but this boat business, though
it might be part of a great plan of invagion, could never
be the only one, anfl he did not think it was a command
for a vice-admiral. It was not that he wanted a more
lucrative situation ; for, seriously indisposed as he was,
and low-spirited frown private considerations, he did not
know, if the Mediterranean were vacant, that he should
be equal to undertake it. Just at this time the Peace ot
Amiens was signed. Nelson rejoiced that the experiment
was made, but was well aware that it was an experiment.
He saw, what he called, the misery of peace, unless the
utmost vigilance and prudence were exerted; and he
expressed, in bitter terms, his proper indignation at the
manner in which the mob of London welcomed the
French general who brought the ratification, saying
“that they made him ashamed of his country.”

He had purchased a house and estate at Merton, in
Surrey ; meaning to pass his days there in the society ot
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Sir. William and Lady Hamilton. This place he had
never seen, till he was now welcomed there by the friends
to whom he had so passionately devoted himself, and who
were nat less sincerely ettached to him. The place, and
overything which Lady Hamilton had done to it. de-
lighted him; and he dcclared that the longest liver
should possess it all. His pensions for his victories, and
for the loss of his eye and arm, amounted, wivh hix half-
pay, to about £3,400 a-year. From this he gave £1,600
to Lady Nelson, £200 to his brother's widow, and £150
for the education of his children; and he paid £500
intevest for borrowed money: so that Nelson was com-
paratively & poor man ; and though much of the pecuniary
embarressment which he endured was occasioned by the
separation from his wife, even if that cause had not
existed, his income would not have been suflicient tor the
rank which he hcld, and the claims which would neces-
sarily be made upon his bounty. The depression of
spirits under which he had long laboured arose partly
from this state of his circumstances, and partly from the
other disquietudes in which his connexion with Lady
Hamilton had involved him—a g¢onnexion which it was
not possible his father could behold without sorrow and
displeasare, My, Nelson, however, was soon convinced
that the attachment, which Lady Nelson regarded with
natural jealousy and resentment, did not, in reality, pass
the bounds of ardent and romantic admiration—a passion
which the manners and uccomplishments of Lady Hamil-
ton, fascinating as they were, would not have lLeen able
to excite, if they had not been accompanied by more un-
common intellectual endowments, aud by a character
which, both in its strength and in its weakness, resembled
‘his own, It did not, therefore, require much explanation
to reconcile him to his son—an event the more essential
to Nelson’s happiness because, & few months afterwards,
the good old man died, at the age of seventy-nine. -
“Boon after the conclusion of peace, tidings arrived of
aur final and decisive successes in Egypt ; in consequence
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of which, the Common Council voted their thanks to the
army and navy for bringing the campaign to so glorious
a conclusion. When Nelson, after the action of Cape St.,
Vincent, had been entertained at a city feast, he had ob-
served to the Lord Mayor “ that, if the city continued its
generosity, the navy would ruin them in gifts” To which
the Lord Maycr replied, putting his hand upon the Ad-
miral’s shoudder, “ Do you find victories, and we will find
rewards.” Nelson, as he said, had kept his sord—had
doubly fulfilled his part of the contract—but no thanks
had been voted for the battle ot Copenhagen ; and feeling
that he and his companions in that day’s glory had a fair
and honourable claim to this reward, he took the present
opportunity of addressing a letter to the Lord -Mayor,
complaining of the omission and the injustice. “The
sinallest services,” said he, “rendered by the army or
navy to the country, have always been® noticed by the
great City of London, with one exccption—the glorious
Ind of April; a day when the greatest dangers of navi-
cation were overcome, and the Danish force, which they
thouglit impregnable, totally taken or destroyed, by the
consumwate skill of our commanders, and by the un-
daunted bravery ot as gallant a band as ever defended
the rights ot this country. For myself, if I were only
personally concerned, I should bear the stigma, attemypted
to be now first placed upon my hrow, with humility.
Buat, my lord, I am the natural guardian of the tame ot
all the officers of the navy, army, and marines, who
tought, and so profusely bled, under .my command on
that day. Again, I disclaim, for myself, more merit than
naturally falls to a successful commander ; but-when I
am called upon to speak of the merits of the captains of
his Majesty’s ships, and of the officers and men, whether
seamen, marines, or soldiers, whom I that day had the
happiness to command, I then say that never was the
glory of this country upheld with more determined
bravery than on that oocasion ; and, it I may be allowed to
give an opinion as a Briton, then I say that more important
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service was never rendered to our King and country. It
is 'my duty, my lord, to prove to the brave fellows, my
companions in danger, that I have not failed, at overy
proper place, to represent, as well as I am able, their
bravery and meritorious conduct.”

Another honour of greater import was withheld from the
conquerors. The King had givén medals to those captains
who were engaged in the battles of the 1st'of June, of
Cape St. Vincent, of Camperdown, and of the Nile. Then
came the victory at Copenhagen, which Nelson truly
called the most difficult achievement, the hardest fought
battle, the most glorious result, that ever graced the
annals of our country. He, of course, expectéd the medal ;
and, in writing to Earl St. Vincent, said “he longed to
have it, and would not give it up to be made an English

. duke.” The medal, however, was not given: “for what
reason,” said Nelson, «TLord St. Vincent best knows”—
words plainly implying a suspicion that it was withheld
by some feeling of jealousy ; and that suspicion estranged
him, daring the remaining part of his life, from one who
had at one time been essentially, as well as sincerely, his
friend, and of whose professional abilities he ever enter-
tained the highest opinion.

The happiness which Nelson enjoyed in the society of
his'chosen friends was of no long continuance. 8ir Wil-
linm Hamilton, who was far advanced in years, died early
in 1803. He expired in his wife’s arms, holding Nelson
by the hand, and almost in his last words left her to his
protection ; requesting him that he would see justice done
her by the Gdvernment, as he knew what she had done
for her country. He left him her portrait in enamel,
calling him his dearest friend ; the most virtuous, loyal,
and truly brave character he had ever known. ';be
codicil containing this bequest concluded with these
words : *“God bless him, and shame fall on those who do
not'say Amen.” Sir William’s pension of £1200 a-year
ceased with his death. Nelson applied to Mr. Addington
in Lady Hamilton's bohalf, stating the important setvice
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which she had rendered to the fleet at Syracusc ; and:
Mr. Addington, it is said, acknowledged that she had a
just cluim upon the gratitude of the country. This bar-
ren acknowledgment was all that was obtained ; but a
sum equal to the pension which her husband had enjoyed
was settled on her by Nelson, and paid in monthly pay-
ments during his life. A few wecks after this event, the
war was renewed ; and the day after his Majesty's mes--
sage to Parliament Nelson departed to take the command.
of the Mediterranean fleet.

He took his statign immediatoly off Toulon ; and there,
with incessan vigilance, waited for the coming out of
the ecnemy. When he had been fourteen months thus
cmployed, he received a vote of thanks from the City of
Liondow, for his skill and perseverance in blockading that.
port, o as to prevent the French from ®putting to sea.
Nelsou had not forgotten the wrong which the city had
done to the Baltic fleet by their omission, and did not
lose the opportunity which this vote afforded of recurring
to that point. “I do assure your lordship,” said he, in
his answer to the Lord Mayor, ¢ that there is not & man
breathing who sets a higher value upon the thanks of his
fellow-citzzens of London than myself; but I should feel
as much ashamed to receive them for a particular service,
marked in the resolution, if I felt that 1 did not come
within that line of service, as I should feel hurt at having
a great victory passed over without notice. I beg to in-
form your lordship that the port of Toulon has mnever
Leen blockaded by me: quite the reverse. Every oppor-
tunity has been offered the enemy to put te sea; for
it is there that we hope to realise the hopes and expec-
tations of our country.” Nelson then remarked that the
junior flag-officers of his fleet had been omitted in this
vote of thanks; and his surprise at the omission was
expressed with more asperity, perhaps, than an offence
30 entirely and manifestly unintentional deserved ; but it
arose from that generous regard for the feclings as well as
interests of all who were under his command, which made
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him as much beleved in the flests of Britain as he was
dreaded in those of the enemy.

Never was any commander more beloved. He governed
men by their reason and their affections. They knew that
he was incapable of caprice or tyranny ; and they obeyed
him with alacrity and joy, because he possessed their con-
fidence as well as their love. “ Qur Nel,” they used to
say, “is ac brave as & lion, and as gentle as a lamb.” Se-
vere discipline he detested, though he had been bred in
a severe school. He never inflicted corporeal punishment,
if it were possible to avoid it; and ywhen compelled to
enforce it, he who was familiar with wourids and death
suffered like a woman. In his whole life Nelson was
never known to act unkindly towards an officer. 1f he
was asked to prosecute one for ill-behaviour, he used to
answer “ that there was no occasion for him 1o ruin a
poor devil who was sufficiently his own enemy to ruin
himself” But in Nelson there was more than the easi-
ness and humanity of a happy nature. He did not werely
abstain from injury—his was an active and watcltul
benevolence, ever desirous not only to render justice, but
to do good. During the peace he had spoken in Parlia-
ment upon the abuses respecting prize-money ; and had
sabmitted plans to Government for easily manning the
the navy, and preventing desertion from it, by bettoring
the condition of the seamen. He proposed that their cer-
tificates ‘should be registered, and that every man who
had served, with a good character, five years in war,
should receive a bounty of two guineas annually after that
time, and of four guineas after eight years. ¢ This,” he
said, “might at first sight appear an enormous sum for
the State to pay ; but the average life of a seaman is, from
hard service, finished at forty-five, He cannot, therefore,
enjoy the annuity many years; and the interestof the
moaney saved by their not deserting would go far to pay
the whole expense.” Co .

%, Fo his midshipmen he ever showed the most winning
kindfiess, encouraging the diffident, tempering the hasty,
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ocounselling and befriending both. ¢ Recollast,” he nsed
to say, “that you must be & seaman to be an officer ; and
also that you capnot be & good officer without hemg 8
gentleman.” A lieutenant wrote to him to say that. he
was dissatisfied with his captain, Nelson's answer was in
that spirit of perfect wisdom and perfect goodness which
regulated h¥ whole conduct towards those who were
under his command. ¢ I have just received yeur letter;
and I am truly sorry that any difference should arise be-
tween your captain, who has the reputation of being one
of the bright officers of the service, and yourself, a very
young man, and a very young officer, who must naturally
have much to learn ; therefore, the chance is that you are
perfectly wrong in the disagreement. However, az your
present situation must be very disagreeable, I will cer-
tainly take an early opportunity of rembving you, pro-
vided your conduct to your present capta.m be such that
another may not refuse to receivé you.” The gentleness
and benignity of his disposition never made him forget
witat was due to discipline. Being on one occasion ap-
plied to, to save a young officer from a court-martial,
which he had provoked by his misconduct, his reply was,
“ that he would do everything in his power to oblige so
gallant and good an officer as Sir John Warren,” in whose
name the intercession had been made. * But what,” he
added, “ would he do if he were here? Exactly what I
have done, and am still willing to do. The young man
must write such a letter of contrition as would be an
acknowledgment of his great fault ; and, with a sincere
promise, if his captain will intercede to prevent the im-
pending court-martial, never to so misbehave aggin. On
his captain’s inclosing me such a letter, with a request
to cancel the order for the trial, I.might ‘be induced to do
it; but the letters and reprimand will be given in the
publioc order-book of the fleet, and read to all the officers.
The young man has pushed himself forward to notice, and
he must take the consequence. It was upon the quarter-
deck, in the face of the ship’s company, that he treated
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his captain with contempt ; and I am in duty bound to
support the authority and comsequence of every officer
under my commmand. A poor ignorant seaman is for ever
punished for contempt to Ais superiors.”
A dispute ocourred in the fleet while it was off Toulon,
which called forth Nelson’s zeal for the rights and inte-
rest of the mavy. Some artillery officersy serving on
board the bomb-vessels, refused to let their men perform
any other duty but what related to the mortars. They
wished to have it established that their corps was not
subject to the captain’s authority. The same pretensions
were made in the channel fleet about the samne time ; and
the artillery rested their claims to separate and indepen-
dent authority on.boatd upon & clause in the Act, which
they imterpreted in their favour. Nelson took up the
subject with afl the earnestness which its importance
deserved. ¢ There is no real happiness in this world,”
gaid he, writing to Earl 8t. Vincent, as First Lord. * With
all content and smiles around me, up start these artillery
‘beys (I understand they are not beyond that age) andeset
us at defiance, speaking in the most disrespectful manner
of the navy and its commanders. I know you, my dear
lord, so well that, with your quickness, the matter would
have been settled, and perhaps some of them broke. I
aw, perhaps, more patient ; but, I do assure you, not less
resolved, if my plan of conciliation is not attended to.
Yéu and I are on the eve of quitting the theatre of our
exploits ; but we hold it due to our successors never,
whilst we have a tongue to speak or a hand to write, to
allow the navy to be in the smallest degree injured in its
discipline by our conduct.” To Troubridge he wrote in
the game spirit. “It is the old history, trying to do
away the Act of Parliament, but I trust they will never
succeed ; for when they do, farewell to our naval supe-
riority. We sbould be prettily commanded! Let them
-pnce gain the step of being independent of the navy on
-’board a ship, and they will soon have the other, and com-
‘mand,ps. But, thank God! my dear Troubridgé, the
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King himself cannot do away with the Act of Parliament.
Although my carcer is nearly run, yet it would embitter
my future days and expiring moments to hear of our navy
being sacrificed to the army.” As the surest way of pre-
venting such disputes, he suggested that the navy should
bave its own corps of artillery; and a corps of marine
artillery wag accordingly established.

Instead of lessening the power of the commander,
Nelson would have wished to see it increas®d ; it was
absolutely necessary, he thought, that merit should be
rewarded at the moment, and that the officers of the fleet
should look yp to the commander-in-chief for their reward.
He himself was nover more happy than when he could
prowote those who were deserving of promotion.® Many
wore the services which he thus rendered unsolicited ; and
frequently the officer in whose behalf he had intorested
himsclf with the Admiralty, did not “know to whose
friendly interference he was indabted for his good fortura.
He used to say, “I wish it to appear as a God-seud.”
The love which he bore the navy made him promote she
interests and honour the memory of all who had added, to
its glories. “The near relations of brother officers,” he
said, “hc considered as legacies to the service.” Upon
mention being made to him of a son of Rodney by the
Duke of Clarence, his reply was, “I agree with vour
Royal Highness most entirely, that the son of a Rodney
ought to he the protégé of every person in the kingdom,
and particularly of the sea-officers. Had I known that
there had beeu this claimant, some of my own lieutenants
must have given way to such a name, and he should have
been placed in the Vietory. She is full,and I have tweunty
on my list ; but whatever numbers I h&ve, the name of
Rodoey must cut many of them out.” Such was the
proper sense which Nelson felt of what was due to

londid services and illustrious mames. His foelings
toward the brave men who had served with him axe
shown by a note in his diary, which was probably net
intended for any other eye thaw his own., “Nov. 7. L bad
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the comfort of making an old Agamemnon, George Jones,
a gunner into the Chameleon brig.” e
"When Nelson took the command, it was expected that
the Mediterrenean would be an active scene. Nelson
well understood the character of the perfidious Corsican,
who was now sole tyrant of France ; and, knowing that
he was as ready to astack his friends as his enemies,
knew, therefore, that nothing conld be more uncertain
than the direction of the fleet from Toulon, whenever it
should put to sea. “It had as many destinations,” he
said, ¢ as there were countries.” The momentous revolu-
tions of the last ten years had given him ample matter
for reflection, as well as opportunities for observation.
The film was cleared from his eyes; and now, when the
French no longer went abroad with the cry of liberty
and equality, he saw that the oppression and misrule of
the powers which had been opposed to them Lad been
the main causes of theic success, and that those causes
would still prepare the way before them. Even in Sicily,
where, if it had been possible longor to blind himsalf,
Nelson wounld willingly have seen mno evil, he perceived
that the people wished for a change, and acknowledged
that they had reason to wish for it. In Sardinia the
same burden of misgovernment was felt ; and the people,
like the Sicilians, were impoverished by a Government so
utterly incompetent to perform its first and most essential
duaties that it did not protect its own coasts from the
Barbary pirates. He would fain have had us purchase
this island <(the finest in the Mediterranean) from its
sovereign, who did not receive £5000 a-year from it, after
its wretched establishment was paid. There was reason
to think that France was pi ing to possess: herself of
thistisitportant peint, which aff our fleet facilities for
watching Toulon not to be obtained elsewhere. .An expe-
-dition was preparing at Corsica for the se ; and all
the Serdes who had taken part with revolutionary
“France were ordered to amsemble there. It was certain
‘that if the attack were mide it would sucoeed. NWelson
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thought that the only means to prevent Sardinia from
becoming ¥French was to make it English, and that halt
million would give the King a rich price and England a
cheap purchase. A better and therefore a wiser policy
would have been to exert our inflnence in removing the
abuses of the government ; for forcign dominion is always
in some degres an evil, and allegiance neither can nor
ought to be lade a thing of bargain and sale. Sardinia,
like Sicily and Corsica, is large enough to form a separate
state. Let us hope that these islands may ere long be
made free and independent. Freedom and independence
will bring with them industry and prosperity; and
wherever thes8 are found arts and letters will flourish,
and the improvement of the human race proceed. *

The proposed attack was postpohed. Views of wider
ambition were opening upon Bonaparte, who now almost
undisguisedly aspired to make himself ma8ter of the con-
tinent of Europe; and Austria preparing for another
struggle, to be conducted as weakly and terminated as
miserably as the former. Spain, too, was once more to
he Tvolved in war by the policy of France; that per-
fidious Government having in view the double object of
cmploying the Spanish resources against England, and
exhausting them in order to render Spain herself finally
its prey. Nelson, who knew that England and the
Peuinsula ought to be in alliance for the common interest
ot both, frequently expressed his hopes that Spain might
resume her natural rank among the nations. “We
ought,” he said, “by mutual consent, to be the very best
friends, and both to be ever hostile to France.” But he
saw that Bonaparte was meditating the destruction ot
Spain ; and that, while the wretched Court of Madrid
professed to remain neutral, the appearances of neutrality
were scarcely preserved. An order of the year i771,
excluding British ships of war from the Spanish ports,
was revived and put in force ; while French privateers,
from those very ports, annoyed the Britigh trade, carried
their prizes in, and sold them even at Barcelona. Nelson



234 LIFE OF NELSON.

complained of this to the Captain-General of Catalonia, *
informing him that he claimed, for every British ship or
squadron, the right of lying as long as it pleased in the
portd of Spain, while thet right was allowed to other
powers. To the British ambassador he said, “I4am ready
to make large allowances for the miserable situation Spain
has placed herself in; but there is a certain line beyond
which [ cannot admit to be treated with disrespect.
‘We hawa given up French vessels taken within gunshot
of the Spanish shore, and yet French vessels are permitted
to attack our ships from the Spanish shore. Your Excel-
lency may assure the Spamsh government that, in what-
ever place the Spaniards allow the French'to attack us, in
that place I shall order the French to be attacked.”
During this state‘of things, to which the weakness oi
Spain and not her will consented, the enemy’s fleet did
not veuture td put to sca. Nelson watched it with unre-
mitting and almost upexampled perseverance. The sta-
tion off Toulon he called his home. “Weare in the right
ghting trim,” said he ; “let them come as soon as they
please. I never saw a fleet, altogether, so well officered
and manned ; would to God the ships were half as good !
The finest ones in the service would soon be destroyed by
such terrible weather. I know well cnough that, if T
were to go into Malta, I should save the ships during this
bad season ; but, if I am to watch the French, I must be
at sea, and if at sea must have bad weather ; and if the
ships are not fit to stand bad weather, they are useless.”
Then only he was satisfied and at easec when he had the
enemy in view. DMr. Elliott, our Minister at Naples, seems
at this time to have proposed to send a confidential
Frenchman to him with information. I should be very
happy,” he replied, “to receive authentic intelligence of
the destination of the French squadron, their route and
time of sailing. Anything short of this is useless; and
I assure your Excellency that I would not, upon any con-
sideration, have a Frenchman in the fleet, except as a
prisoner., I put no confidence in them. You think yours
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gnond 3 the Queen thinks the same. I belicve they are all
alike. Whatever information you can get me, I shall he
very thankful for ; but not a Frenchman comes kerc.
Forgive me, but my mother hated the French.” "
M. Latouche Treville, who had commanded at Boulogne,
commanded now at Toulon. “He was sent for on pur-
pose,” suid Nelson, “as he beat ms at Boulogne, to beat
me again; But he scems very loth to try.” One day,
while the main body of our fleet was out of sigBt of land,
Rear-Admiral Campbell, reconmoitring with the Canopus,
Donnegal, and Amazon, stood in close to the port; and
M. Latouche, taking advantage of a breeze which sprung
up. pushed out with four ships of the line and three heavy
frigates, and chased him about four leagues. The French-
man, delighted at having found himself in so novel a
situation, published a boastful account; affirming that he
had given chase to the whole British fleet, and that
Nelson had fled before him ! Nglson thought it due to
the Admiralty to send home a copy of the Victory’s log
upo: this occasion. *As for himself,” he said, “if his
chiducter was not established by that time for not being
apt to run away, it was not worth his while to put the
world right.” “If this fleet gets fairly up with M.
Latouche,” said he to one of his correspondents, “ his
Ietter, with all his ingenuity, must be different from his
Iast. Wehad fancied that we chased him into Toulon;
for, Dlind as I am, I could see his water-line, when he
clewed his topsails up, shutting in Sepet. But from the
time of his meeting Captain Hawker in the Zsis, I never
heard of his acting otherwise than as a poltroon and a
Liar. Contempt is the best mode of treating such a mis-
creant.” . In spite, however, of contempt, the impudence
of this Frenchman half-angered him. He eaid to his
brother, “ You will have seen Latouche's letter; how he
chased me, and how I ran. I keep it; and if I take him,
by God he shall eat it!” ’
Nelson, who used to say that in sea-affairs nothing is
impossible, and nothing improbable, feared the more that
I
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this Frenchmen might get out and elude his vigilance,
because he was so especially desirous of catching him, and
administering to him his own lying letter in a sandwich.
M. Latouche, however, escaped him in another way. He
died, accord:% to the French papers, in consequence of
walking so often up to the signal-post upon Sepet, to
watch the Britich fleet. “I always pronounced that
would be his death,” said Nelson. ¢ If he had come out
and fought me, it would at least have added ten years to
my life.” The patience with which he had watched Toulon,
he spake of truly as a perseverauce at sea which had never
been surpassed. From May, 1803, to August, 1805, he
himself went out of his ship but threectimes; each of
those times was upon the King's service, and ncither time
of absence exceeded' an hour. The weather Lad been so
unusually severe that he said the Mediterrancan seemed
altered. It was his rule never to contend with the gales;
but either run to the southward to escape their violence,
or furl all the sails and make the ships as easy as pos-
sible, The men, though he said flesh and blood could
hardly stand it, continued in excellent health, whith he
escribed in great mcasure to a plentiful supply of lemons
and onions.  For himself, he thought he could only last
till the battle was over. One battle more it was his hope
that he might fight. ¢ However,” said he, “whatever
happens,”l have run a glorious race.” He was afraid of
blindness; and this was the only evil which he could not
contemplate without unbappiness. More alarming symp-
toms he regarded with lesa apprehension, describing his own
“ghattered carcase” as in the worst plight of auy in the
fleet ; and he says, I have felt the blood gushing up the
left side of my bead, and the moment it covery the brain
I am fast agleep.” The fleet was in worse trim than tho
men; but when he compared it with the enemy’s, it was
with a right English feeling. “The French fleet yester-
day,” said he, in one of his letters,  was to appearance in
high feather, and as fine a8 paint could make them; but
when they may sail, or where they may go, I am very sorry
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to eay is a secret I am not acquainted with. Qur weather-
beaten ships, T have no fear, will make their sides like a
plum pudding.”

Hostilities at length commenced between Great Britain
and Spain. That country, whose miserable Government
made her subservient to France, was once more destined
to lavish her ypsources and her blood in furtherance of the
designs of a perfidious ally. The immediate occasion of
the war was the seizure of four treasure-shipd by the
English. The act was perfectly justifiable, for those trea-
sures were intended to furnish means for France; but
the circumsianggs which attended it were as unhappy as
they were unforeseen. Four frigates had been despatched
to intercept them. They met with an equal force. " Re-
sistance, therefore, became a point of honour on the part
of the Spaniards ; and one of their ships goon blew uy,
with all on board. Had a stronger squadron been sent,
this deplorable catastrophc might shave been spared—a
catastrophe which excited not more indignation in Spain
thangit did grief in those who wero its unwilling instru-
ments, in the English Government, and in the English

“people.  On the 5th of October this unhappy affair
occurred, and Nelson was not apprised of it till the 12th
of the ensuing month. He had, indced, sufficient mortifi-
cation at the breaking out of this Spanish war—an event
which, it might reasonably have been supposed, would
amply enrich the officers of the Mediterranean fleet, and
repay them for the severe and unremitting duty on which
they had been so long employed. But of this harvest
they were deprived ; for Sir John Orde was sent with a
small squadron, and a separate command, to Cadiz. Nel-
son’s feelings were never wounded so deeply as now. “I1
had thought,” said he, writing in the first flow of fresh-
ness and indignation, “I fancied—but, nay, it must have
been a dream, an idle dream ; yet, I confess it, I did .
fancy that I had done my country service ; and thus they
use me! And under what circumstances, and with what
pointed aggrayation! Yet, it T know my own thoughts,
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it is ngt for myself, or on my own account chiely, that I
feel the sting and the disappointment. No! it is for my
brave officers, for my noble-minded friends and comrades,
Such a gallant set of fellows! Such a band ot brothers!
My heart swells at the thought of them.”

‘War between Spain and Englaud was now declared ;
and, on the 18th of January, the Toulon fleet, having the
Spaniards to co-operate with them, put %o sea. Nelson
was ateanchor off the coast of Sardinia, where the Made-
lena Islands form one of the finest harbours in the world,
when, at three in the afternoon of the 19th, the Actire
and Sealhorse trigates brought this long-hoped-for intelli-
gence. They had been close to the enetny at ten on the
£receding night, but lost sight of them in ubout four

ours. The fleet ithmediately uninoored and weighed, and
at six in the evening ran through the strait between
Biche and Sardinia—a passage so narrow that the ships
could only pass one at a time, each following the stern
lights of its leader. From the position of the cuemy,
when they were last scen, it was inferred that they must
be Louund round the southern end of Sardinia. ®Bignal
was made the next morning to preparve for battle. Bad
weather came on, baflling the one fleet in its object, and
the other in its pursuit. Nelson beat about the Sicilian
seas for ten days, without obtaining any other informa-
tion of the enemy than that one of their ships had put
into Ajaceio, dismasted ; and having seen that Sardinia,
Naples, and Sicily were safe, believing Egypt to be their
destination, for Egypt he ran. The disappointment and
distress which he had experienced in his former pursuits
of the French through the same seas were now renewed ;
but Nelson, while he endured these anxious and unhappy
feelings, was still consoled by the same confidence as on
the former occasion—that, though his judgment might be
erroneous, under all circumstances ho was right in having
formed it. “1I have consulted no man,” said he to the
Admiralty ; “therefore, the whole blame of ignorance in
forming my judgment must rest with me, Iwould allow

»
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no man to take from me an atom of my glory had I
fallen in with the French fleet, nor do I desire any man
w partake any of the responsibility. All is mine, right
or wrong.” Then stating the grounds upon which he had
proceeded, he added, “At this moment of sorrow, I still
{eel that I have acted right.” In the same spirit he said
to Sir Alexander Ball, “When I call to remembrance all
the circumstances, 1 approve, if nobody else does; of my
own conduct.”

Baffled thus, he bore up for Malta, and met intelligence
from Naples that the French, baving been dispersed in a
gule, had put bagk to Toulon. From the same guarter he
Jearnt that a great number of saddles and muskets had
heen embarked ; and this confirmed Jhim in his opinion
that Egypt was their destination. That they should have
put back in consequence of storms whichg he had wea-
thered, gave him a consoling sense of British superiority.
“ These gentlemen,” said he, “are mot accustomed to a
Gulf of Lyon’s gale : we have buffeted them for one and
twendy months, and not carried away a spar.” He, how-
ever, who had so often braved these gales, was now, though
10t mastered by them, vexatiously thwarted and impeded ;
and, on Fcbruary 27, he was compelled to anchor in
Pulla Bay, in the Gulf of Cagliari From the 21st of
Junuary the tlect had remained ready for battle, without
a bulkhead up, night or day. He anchored here, that
he might not be driven to leeward. As soon as the
weather moderated he put to sca again ; and after again
beating about aguinst contrary winds, another gale drove
him to anchor in the Gulf of Palma, on the 8th of March.
This he made his rendezvous. He knew that the French
troops still remained embarked ; and wishing to lead them
into a belief that he was stationed upon the Spaunish coast,
he made his appearance off Barcelona with that intent.
About the end of the month, he began to fear that the
plan of the expedition was abandoned ; and sailing once
more towards his old station off Toulon, on the 4th of
April, he met the Phabs, with news that Villeneuve had
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t to sea on the last of March with eleven ships of the
ine, seven frigates, and two brigs. When last seen, they
were steering towards the cosst of Africa. Nelson first
covered the channel between Sardinia and Barbary, so as
to satisfy himself that Villeneuve was not taking the
same route for Egypt which Gantheaume had taken be-
fore himn, when he attempted to carry peinforcements
there. Certain of this, he bore up on the 7th for Pa-
lermo, 165t the French should pass to the north of Cor-
sica, and he despatched cruisers in all divections. On the
11th, he felt assured that they were not gone down the
Mediterranean ; and sending off frigates fo Gibraltar, to
Lishon, and to Admiral Cornwallis, who commanded the
squadron off Brest, he endeavoured to get to the west-
ward, beating against westerly winds. After five days a
neutral gave iptelligence that the French had been seen
off Cape de Gatte on the 7th. It was soon after ascer-
tained that they hade passed the Strxaits of Gibraltar on
the day following ; and Nelson, knowing that they might
already be half way to Ireland, or to Jamaica, exclaimed
that he was miserable. One gleam of comfort only came
across him in the reflection that his vigilance had ren-
dered it impossible for them to undertake any expedition
in the Mediterranean.

Eight days after this certain intelligence had been
obtained, he described his state of mind thus forcibly, in
writing to the Governor of Malta : “ My good fortune,
my dear Ball, seems flown away. I caunot get a fair
wind, or even a side wind. Dead foul! dead foul!
Bat wy mind is fully made up what to do when I leave
the straits, supposing there is no oertain account of the
enemy's destination. I believe this ill-luck will go near
to kill me; but as these are times for exertion, I must
net be cast down, whatever I may feel.” In spite of
evéry exertion which could he made by all the zeal and all
the skill of British seamen, he did not get in sight of
Gibraltar till the 30th of April; and the wind was then
80 adversa:- that it was imposaible to pass theGus. He
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anchored in Mazari Bay, on the Barbary shore ; obtained
supplies from Tetuan ; and when, on the 5th, a breeze
from the castward sprang up at last, sailed once more,
hoping to hear of the ememy from Sir John Orde, who
commanded off Cadiz, or from Lishon. ¢ If nothing is
heard of them,” spid he to the Admiralty, « I shall pro-
bably think the rumours which have been spread are
true, that theiwr object is the West Indies; and, in that
case, I think it my duty to follow them—oP to the
Antipodes, should I believe that to be their destination.”
At the time when this vesolution was taken, the phy-
sician of the flegt had ordered him to return to England
before the hot months. »
Nelson had formed his judgment of their destingtion,
and made np his mind accordingly, "when Donald Camp-
bell, at that time an adiniral in the Portuguese service,
the same person who had given important%idings to Earl
St. Vineont of the movements of that fleet from which
he won lhis title, a second time gave timely and momen-
toug,intelligence to the flag of lis country. He went on
board the ) ictory, and communicated to Nelson his cer-
tain knowledge that the combined Spanish and French
fleets were bound for the West Indies. Hitherto all
things had favoured the enemy. While the British
commander was beating up against strong southerly and
westerly gales, they had wind to their wish from the N.E.,
and had done in nine days what he was a whole month
in accomplishing. Villencuve finding the Spaniards at
Carthagena were not in a state of equipment to join him,
dared not wait, but hastened on to Cadiz. Sir John
Orde necessarily retired at his approach. Admiral Gra-
vina, with six Spanish ships of the line and two French,
came out to him, and they sailed without a moment’s loss
of time. They had about three thousand French troops
on board, and fifteen hundred Spanish-—six hundred
were umder orders, expecting them at Martinique, and
ona thousand at Guadaloupe. General Lauriston cem-
manded the troops. The combined fleet now consisted of
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tighteen sail of the line, six 44-gun frigates, onc of
jwenty-six guns, three corvettes, and a brig. Theyv were
eoined afterwards by two new Freuch line-of-battle ships,
and one 44. Nelson pursued them with ten sail of
the line and three frigates. “Take you a Frenchman
apiece,” said he to his captains ; “leave me the Spaniards.

‘When I haul down my colours, I expect you to do the
same—and not till then.”

The enemy had five and thirty days’ start; but Le
calculated that he should gain eight or ten days upon
them by his exertions. On May 15th, he made Madvira,
and on June 4th reached Barbadoes, whither he had ~cut
despatcheg before him, and where he fofind Admiral
Cochraxne, with two ships, part of our squadron in tl. se
seas being at Jamaica. * He found herealso accounts tlit
the combined fleets had been sent from St. Lucia on the
28th, standing t6 the southward. and that Tobugo and
Trinidad were their objects. This Nelson doubted ; but
he was alone in his opinion, and yiclded it with thest
foreboding words, «If your intelligence proves false, you
lose me the French fleet.” Sir William Myers offet ol
embark here with two thousand troops ; they were taken
on board, and the next morning he sailed for Tobago.
Here accident confirmed the false mtelhgence which ha ud,
whether from intention or error, misled him. A iuor-
chant at Tobago, in the general alarm, not knowing
whether this fleet was friend or fue, sent out a schouner
to reconnoitre, and acquaint him by signal. The sinal
which he had chosen happened to be the very one winch
had been appointed by Colonel Shipley of the Engincers
to signiiy that the enemy were at Trinidad ; and as this
was at the close of day, there was no opportum,ty of dis-
covering the mistake. An American brig was met with
about the same time; the master of which, with that
propensity to deceive the English and assist ‘the Fr ench
in apy manner which has becn Lut too common among
his countrymen, affirmed that he had been boarded off
Granada s few days before by the French, who were
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standing towards the Bocas of Trinidad. This fresh
intelligence removed all doubts. The ships were cleared
for action before daylight, and Nelson entered the Bay
of Paria on the 7th, hoping and expecting to make the
mouths of the Orinvcco as famous in the annals of the
British navy ay those of the Nile. Not an enemy was
there; and i» was discovered that accident and artifice
had combined to lead him so far to leeward that there
could have becn little hope of fetching to windward of
Granada for any other fleet. Nelson, however, with skill
and exertions never exceeded, and almost unexampled,
bore for that iwland. .
Advices met him on the way that the combined
fleets, having captured the Diamond Rock. were then at
Martinique, on the 4th, and were expected to sail that
night for the attack of Granada. On whe 9th Nelson
arrived off that island; and therc learnt that they
had passcd to leeward of Antigua®the preceding day, and
taken a homeward-bound convey. Had it not been for
false infornation, upon which Nelson had acted reluc-
tantly, and in opposition to his own judgment, he would
have been off Port Royal just as they wero leaving it,
and the batile wonld have been fought on the spot where
Rodney defented De Grasse.  This he remembered in his
vexation; Lut he had saved the colonies, and about two
hundred ships laden for Europe, which would else have
fullen into the enemy’s hands; and he had the satistaction
of knowinx ihat the merve terror of his natne had effected
this, and had put to flight the allied enemies, whose force
nearly doubled that before which they fled. That they
were flying back to Europe he believed; and for Europe
he steered in pursuit on the 13th, having disembarked
the troops at Antigua, and takipg with him the Spartiate,
74 guns; the only addition to the squadron with which he
was pursuing so superior & force. Five days afterwards
the Asmazon brought intelligence that she had spoke a
schooner who had seen them, on the evening of the 15th,
steering to the north; and, by computation, eighty;seven
1
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leagues off. Nelson's diary at this time denotes his great
anxiety, and his perpetual and all-observing vigilance.
“June 21. Midnight, nearly calm, saw three planks,
which I think came from the French fleet. Very iser-
able, which is very fvolish.” On the 17th of July he
came in sight of Cape St. Vincent, and steered for Gib-
raltar. “June 15th,” his diary says, “Cape. Spartel in
sight, but no French fleet, nor any information about
them. How sorrowful this makes me! but 3 canmot help
myself.” The next day he anct ved at Guor Itar; and
on the 20th, says he, “I went on shore for the urt time
since June 16, 1803; and from having my foot out of
the Vigtory, two years, wanting ten days.”

Here he communicated with his old fricud Colling-
wood, who, having been detached with » squadron when
the disappearange of the combined 1lcets, and of Nelson
in their pursuit, was known in England, had taken his
station off Cadiz. He thought that Irclund was the
enemy’s ultimate object —that they wonld 10w liherate
the Ferrol squadron, which was blocked up "y &i. Kobert
Calder—call for the Rochefort shipe, and then Lppear off
Ushant with three or four and thirty sail; ther to be
joined by the Bres. fiv,, . With this great force he sup-
posed they would make for Ireland—the real mark and
Dent of all the't operations; ard their flight to the West
Indies, he thouqht, had been 1. rely undertaken to take
off Nelson's ..rce, which was the great impediment to
their undertaking.

Collingwood was gifted with great political penetration.
As yet, however, all was conjecture concerning the encmy ;
and Nelson, having victualled and watered at Tetuan,
stood for Ceuta on the 24th, still without information of
their course. Next day intelligence arrived that the
Cusieux brig had seen them on the 19th, standing to the
northward.  He proceeded off Cape St.. Vincent, rather

- eruising for intelligence than knowing whither to betake
; and here a case occurred that more than any
ether ovent in real history resembles those whimsical
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proofs of sagaeity which Valtaire, in his ¢ Zadig,” has bor- -
rowed from the Orientals. One of our frigates spoke an,
American, who, a little to the westward of the Azores,
had fallen in with an armed vessel, appearing to be a
dismasted privateer, deserted by her crew, which had
been run on board by another ship, and had been set fire
to; but the fire had gone out. A log-book and a few
seamen’s jackets were found in the cabin; and these were
urought to Nelson. The log-book closed with these
vords. “Two large vessels in the W.N.W.;” and this led
him to conclude that the vessel had been an English
privatecr, cruising off the Weste 2 Tilands. Dut there
was in this book a scrap of dirty papes, filled with
dgures.  Nelwn, immediately npon, seeing it, observed
that the figurss were written by a Frenchman; and, after
studying this or a whi  said, “I can explain the whole,
The jackets ave of Fren.. manv ™cture, aud prove that
the privateer was in possession ot ¢’ ¢ enemy. She had.
been chused and taken by the two ships tLat were seen in
the W.N.W. The prize-master, going o.. board in a hurry,
forgot to take with him his recko 1ag: 17 ere is nome in
the log-bock : and the dirty paper contains her s for
the number o1 aays since the priviteer last left Corvo, .
with an unaccounted-for run, which i take tuv bave been
the chase, in his endeavour to find out Ler sitnation by
back reckonings. By some mismanagement, T conclude, -
she was run on board of by one of the enemy’s ships, and
dismasted. Not liking delay (for I amr satistied that
those two ships were the advanced ones of the French
squadron), and fancying we were close at their heels, they
set fire to the vessel, and abandoned her in a burry. If
this explanation be correct, I infer from it that they
are gone more to the northward ; and more to the north- -
ward I will look for them.” This course accordingly be
held, but still without success. 8till persevering, and
still disappointed, he returned near enough to Cadiz to
ascertain they were not there; traversed the Bay: of
Biscay; and then, as a last bope, stoud over for the
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north-west coast of Ireland, against adverse winds, till,
on the evening of the 12th of August, he learnt that
they had not been heard of there. Frustrated thus in all
his hopes, after a pursait, to which, for its extent, rapidity,
and perseverance, no parallel can be produced, he judged
it best to reinforce the channel fleet with his squadronm,
lest the enemy, as Collingwood apprehended, should bear
down upon Brest with their whole collected force. On
the 15th he joined Admiral Cornwallis off Ushant. No
news had yet been obtained of the enemy; and on the
same evening he received orders to proceed, with the
Victory and Superd, to Portsmouth.

CHAPTER IX.

8ir Robert Calder falls in witn*the Combined Fleets—They form a Junetion
with the Ferrol Squadyon, and get into Cadiz—Nelson is re-appeinted to the

C d—DBattle of Trafalgar, Victory, and Death of Nelsou.

L

At Portsmouth, Nelson at length found news of the
combined fleet. Sir Robert Calder, who had been sent
out to intercept their veturn, had fallen in with them on
the 22nd of July, sixty leagues west of Cape Finisterre.
Their force consisted of twenty sail of the line, three
50-gun ships, five frigates, and two brigs ; his, of fifteen
line-of-battle ships, two frigates, o cutter, and a lugger.
After an action of four hours, he had captured an eighty-
four and a seventy-four, and then thought it necessary to
bring-to the squadron, for the purpose of securing their
prizes. The hostile flests remained in sight 6f each other
till the 26th, when the enemy bore away. The capture
of two ships from so superior sforce would have been
ooasidered as no inconsiderable victory a few years earlier;
"but Nelson had intreduced a new era in our naval his-
. fory, and the nation felt respecting this action as be had
felt on o somewhat similar occasion. They regretted that
Nelson, with his eleven ships, had not been in Sir Robert
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Calder’s place; and their~disappointment was generally
and loudly expressed.

Frustrated as his own hopes Lad been, Nelscn had yet
the high satisfaction of knowing that his judgment had
never been more conspicucutly approved, and that he had
rendered essential service to his courtry by driving the
enemy from those iclands where tley expected there could
be no force capable of opposing them. The West India
merchants in London, as men whose interests Were more
immediately benefited, appointed a deputation to express
their thanks for his great and judicious exertions. It
was now his intention to rest a while from his labours,
aud recruit himself, after all his fatigues and cares, in the
society of those whom he loved. ~Al his stores "were
brought up from the Victory, and he found in his house
at Merton the enjoyment which he had anticipated.
Many days had not elapsed before Captain Bluckwood,
on his way to London with despatghes, called on him at
five in the morning. Nelson, who was already dressed,
excluimed, the moment he saw him, “ I am sure you bring
me news of the French and Spanish fleets! I think I
shall yet bave to beat them !” They had refitted at Vigo,
after the indecisive action with Sir Robert Calder ; then
proceeded to Ferrol, brought out the squadron from
thence, and with it entered Cadiz in safety. ¢Depend
on it, Blackwood,” he repeatedly said, “I shall yet give
M. Villeneuve a drubbing.” But, when Blackwood had
left him, he wanted resolution to declare his wishes to
Lady Hamilton and his sisters, and endeavoured to drive
away the thought. He had done enough ; he said, “Let
the man trudge it who has lost his budget !” His coun-
tenance belied his lips ; and as he was pacing ene of the
walks in the garden, which he used to call the quarter-
deck, Lady Hamilton came up to him, and told him &he
saw he was uneasy. He smiled, and said, “ No, he was
as happy as possible ; he was surrounded by his family,
his hea.{)th was better since he had been on shore, and he-
would not give sixpence to call the King his uncle.” She
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rveplied that she did not belisve him—that she know he
was longing to get at the combined fleets—that he con-
sidered them as his own property—that he would be
wmiserahle if any man but himself did the business—and
that he ought to have them, as the price and reward of
bis two years’ long watching, and his hard chase. “Nel-
son,” said she, “however we may lament your absence,
offet your services ; they will be accepted, and you will
gain a ghict heart by it : you will have a glorions victory,
and then you may roturn here and be happy.” He looked
at her with tears in his eyes: ¢ Brave Emma! good
Emma! If there were more Emmas, therg would be more
Nelsons.”

His services were, as willingly accepted as they were
offered-; and Lord Barham, giving him the list of the
navy, desired him to choosc his own officers. “ €hoose
yowreelf, my lord,” was his reply : “the same spirit actu-
-ates the whole profession; you cannot choose wreng.”
TLord Barham then desired him to say what ships, and
‘how many, he would wish, in addition to the fleet yhich
he was going to command, and said they should follow
him a8 soon as each was ready. No appointment was
-ever more in unison with the feelings and judgment of
the whole nation. They, like Lady Hamilton, thought
that the destruction of the combined fleets ought properly
10 be Nelson’s work ; that he who had been

. Half around the sea-girt ball,
AR The hunter of the recreant Gaul,*

ought to reap the spoils of the chase which he had watched
8o long, and so perseveringly pursued.

Unremitting exertions were made to equip the ships
‘which -he had chosen, and especially to refit the Victory,
-which was once more ‘to bear his flag. Before he left
London, he called at his upholsteror’s, where the eoffin
which Captain Hallowell had given him was deposited,
and desived that itshistqmnﬁg‘htbe engraven upou the

* Songs of Trahalgar, '
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Jid, saying it was highly probable he might want it on
his rctum, He, seeme&? indeed, to have been im

with an expectation that he should fall in the battle.
In a letter to his brother, written immediately after his
return, he had said,"* We must not talk of Robert
Calder’s battle—I might not have done so much with my
small force. If I had fallen in with them, you might
probably bave been & lord before I wished ; for I know
they nicant to make a dead set at the Victory.” Nelson
had once regarded the prospect of death with gloomy
satisfaction ; it was when he anticipated the upbraidings
of his wife, and the displeasure of his venerable father.
The state of his feelings now was expressed, in his private
journal, in the<e words—* Friday night (Sept. 13), at
half-past ten, I drove from deay, dear Merton ; where I
Iefs all which T hold dear in this world, to go to serve
my King and country. May the gweat God whom I
adore enable me to fulfil the expectations of my country!
and if it is his good pleasure®that I should return, my
thanks will never cease being offered up to the throne of
i werey. If it is his good providence to cut short my
days upon earth, I bow with the greatest submission ;
relying that he will protect those so dear to me, whom
I may leuve behind. His will be done! Amen! amen !
amen !” .

Early on the following morning he reached Portsmouth,
and, having despatched his business on shore, endeavoured
to clude the populace by taking a by-way to the beach ;
but a crowd collected in his train, pressing forward to
obtain a sight ofhis face. Many were in tears, and many
knels down before him and blessed him as he passed.
England has had many heroes, but never one who so
entirely ‘possessed the love of his fellow-countrymen as
Nelson. All men knew that his heart was as humane
08 it was fearless; that there was not in his nature the
slightest alloy of selfishness or cupidity ; but that; with
perfect and entire devotion, he served his country with
all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all Hs
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strength ; and therefore they loved him as truly and
as fervently as he loved England. They pressed upon the
§ampet, to gaze after him when his barge pushed off, and

o was returning their checrs by waving his hat. The
sentinel, who endeavoured to prevent themn from tres-
passing upon this ground, were wedged among the crowd ;
and an officer who, not very prudently upon such an
occasion, ordered them to drive the pcople down with
their bayonets, was compelled speedily to retreat ; for the
people wotld not be debarred from gazing till the last
moment upon the hero, the darling hero of England!

He arrived off Cadiz on the 20th of Scptenber, his
birthday. Fearing that, if the enemy knew his force,
they might be deterred from venturing to sca, he kept out
of sight of land, desired Collingwood to fire no salute,
and hoist’ no colours, and wrote to Gibraltar to request
that the force of the fleet might not be inserted there in
the Gazette. His reception in the Mediterranean flect
was a8 gratifying as the farewell of his countrymen at
Portsmonth ; the officers, who came on board tv welcome
him, forget his rank as commander in their joy at sceing
him again. On the day of his arrival Villencuve received
orders to put to sea the first opportuniiy. Villeneuve,
however, hesitated, when he heard that Nelson had
resumed the command. He called a couneil of war ; and
their determination was that it would not be expedient
16 leavs Cadiz unless they had reason to helieve them-
selves stronger by one-third than the British force. In
the public measures of this country.secresy is scldom
practicable, and seldom attempted : here, however, by the
_precautions of Nelson, and the wise measures of the Admi-
ralty, the eremy were for once kept in ignorance ; for as
the ships appointed to reinforce the Mediterranean fleet
weye despatehed singly, each as soon as it was ready, their
eollocted number was not stated in the newspapers, and
their arrival was not known to tho enemy. But ‘the
g knew that Admiral Louis, with six sail, had been
mql for stores and water to Gibraltar. Accident



DLOCKADE OF THE FRENCH FLEET. 241

also contributed to mmke the French admiral doubt
whether Nelson himself bad actually taken the command.
An American, lately arrived from England, maintained
that it was impossible ; for he had seen him orly a few
days before in London, and at that time there was no
rumour of his going again to sea.

The station which Nelson had chosen was some fifty or
sixty miles to the west of Cadiz, near Cape 8t. Mary’s.
At this distance he hoped to decoy the enemy®out ; while
he guavded against the danger of being caught with a
westerly wind near Cadiz, and driven within the Straits.
Tho blockade of the port was rigorously enforced, in
hopes that the combined fleet might be forced to sea by
want. The Danish vessels, therefore, which werd carry-
ing provisions from the French ports in the bay, under
the name of Danish property, to all the_little ports from
Ayamonte to Algeziras, from whence taey were conveyed
in coasting-hoats to Cadiz, wege seized. Without this
proper excrlion of power the blockade would have been
repdered nugatory, by the advantage thus taken of the
neutral flag. The supplies from France were thus effec-
tually cut off. There was now every indication that the
enemy would specdily venture out; officers and men
were 1n the highest spirits at the prospect of giving them
a decisive blow—such,’indeed, as would put an end to all
further contost upon the seas. Theatrical amusemenrts
were performed every evening in most of the ships, and
“God save the King” was the hymn with which the
sports concluded. I verily believe,” said Nelson (writing
on the 6th of October), “that the country will soon be
put to some expense on my account—either a monument,
or a new pension and honours ; for I have not the smaliest
doubt but that a very fow days, almost hours, will put us
in battle. The success no man can insure ; but for the
fighting them, if they can be got at, I pledge myself.
The sooncr the better ; I don't like to have these things
upon my mind.” -

At this time he was not without some cause of anxiety ;
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he was in want of frigates—the eyes of the fleet as he
always called them—to the want of which the enemy
before were indebted for their escape, and Bonaparte for
his arriyal.in Egypt. . He had only twenty-three ships ;
others were on the way, but they might come too late;
and though Nelson never doubted of victory, mere v1ct01v
was not what he looked to—he wanted to annihilate the
enemy’s fleet. The Carthagena squadron might effect a
junction wuth this fleet on the one side, and on the other
it was to be expected that a similar attempt wounld be
made by the French from Brest ; in either case, a formi-
dable contingency to be apprehended by the blockading
force.

The* Rochefort squadron did push out, and had nearly
caught the Agamemron and L'dimable in their way
to reinforce the British admiral. Yet Nelson at this
time weakened ‘his own fleet. He had the unpleaxant
task to perform of sendipg home Sir Robert Calder, whose
conduct was to be made the subject of a court-martial, in
consequence of the general dissatisfaction which had been
felt and expressed at his imperfect victory. Sir RoBert
Calder and Sir John Orde, Nelson believed to be the only
two enemies whom he had ever had in hix profession ;
and, from that sensitive delicacy which distinguished him,
this made him the more scrupulously anxious to show
every possible mark of respect and kinduess to Sir Kobert.
He wmhed to detain him till after the expected action,
‘when the services which he might perform, and the

triumphant joy which would be excited, would leave
nothmg to be apprebended from an inquiry into the pre-
vious engagement. Sir Robert, however, whose sitnatiofi
was very painful, did not choose to delay a trial from the
resuls of which be confidently expected a complete justi-
fienkion ; and Nelson, instead of sending him home in a
frigate, msmted on his returning in his own ninety-gun
ﬂnp, ill' as such a ship could at that time he spared.
*Nothing could be more honourable than the foeling by

“which Nelson was influenced ; but at such a crisis it ought
notto have been indulged.
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On ihe 9th, Nelsor sent Collingwood :what he called in
his diary the Nelson-touch. “I send you,” said he, “my
plan of attack, as far as & man dare venture to guess at
the very uncertain position the enemy may be found in;
but it is to place you perfectly at ease respecting my
intentions, and to give full scope to your judgment for
carrying, them into effect. We can, my dear Coll,, have
no ‘little jealousies. We have only one great object in
view, that of annihilating our enemies, mnd getting a
glorious pieace for our country. No man has more con-
fidence in another than T have in you, and no man will
render your scrvices more justice than your very old
friend, Nelson and Bronté.” The order of sailing was to
"be the order of battle—the fleet in two lines, with an
advanced squadron of eight Of the fastest sailing two-
deckers. The second in command, having the entire
direction of his line, was to break® through the enemy
about the twclfth ship frog their rear; he would lead
through tho centre, and the advanced squadron was to
cut off three or four ahead of the centre. This plan was
to be adapted to the strength of the enemy, so that they
should always be one-fourth superior t6 those whom they
cut off Nelson said “that his admirals and captains,
knowing his precise object to be that of a close and
decisive action, would supply any deficiency of signals,
and act accordingly. In case signals cannot be seen or
¢learly understood, no captain can do wrong if he places
his ship alongside that of an enemy.” One of the last
orders of this admirable man was that the name and
family of every officer, seaman, and maring who might
be killed or wounded in action, should be as soon as pos-
sible returned to him, in order to be transmitted to the
chiiirman of the Patriotic Fund, that the case might be
taken into consideration for the benefit of the sufferer or
his family.

About half-past nine in the morning of the 19th, the
BMars, being the nearest to the fleet of the ships which
formed the line of communication with the frigates in
shore, repeated the signal that the enemy were coming
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out of port. The wind was at this time very light, with
partial breozes, mostly from the 88.W. Nelson ordered
the signal to be made for a chase in the south-east quarter.
About two, the repeating ships announced that the
enemy were at sea. Al night the British fleet continued
under all sail, steering to the south-east. At daybreak
they were in the entrance of the Straits ; but the enemy
were not in sight. About seven, one of the frizates made
signal that the enemy were bearing morth. Upon this
the Victory hove to; and, shortly afterwards, Nelson
made sail again to the northward. In the afternoon, the
wind blew fresh from the south-west, and the English
began to fear that the foe might be forced to’return to
port. - A dittle before sunset, however, Blackwood, in the
Euryalus, telegraphed thit they appeared detcrmined to
go to the westward—“And that,” said the admiral, in
his diary, “they sh¥ll not do, if it is in the power of
Nelson and Bronté to prevgnt them.” Nelson had signi-
fied to Blackwood . that he depended upon himn to keep
sight of the enemy. They were olserved so well that
all their motions were made known to him ; and, as they
wore twice, he inferred that they were aiming to keep

the port of Cadiz open, and would retreat there as soon as’

they saw the British fleet ; for this reason, he was very
careful not to approach near enongh to be seen by them
during the night. At daybreak, the combined flects
were distinctly seen from the Fictory's deck, formed in a
close line of battle ahead, on the starboard tack, about
twelve miles to leeward, and standing to the south. Qur
fleet consisted of twenty-seven sail of the line, and four
frigates ; theirs of thirty-three,and seven large frigates.
Their saperiority was greater in size, and weight of metal,
than in numbers. They hud four thousand troops on
board ; and the best riflemen who could be procured,
many of them Tyrolese, were dispersed through the ships:
Little did ¢he Tyrolese and little did the Spaniards, at that
day, imegine what horrors the wicked tyrant whom they

~
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Soon after daylighs, Nelson came upon deck. The
21st of October was a festival in his family, because, on
that day, his uncle, Captain Suckling, in the Dreadnought,
with two other line-of-battle ships, had beaten off a
French squadron of four sail of the line and three fri
Nelson, with that sort of superstition from which few
persons are entirely exempt, had more thap once ex-
pressed hls persuasion that this waa to be the day of his
battle also ; and he was well pleased at seethg his predic-
tion about to be verified. The wind was now from the
west, light breezes, with a long heavy swell Signal was
made to bear down upon the enemy in two lines ; and
the fleet sétall sail.  Collingwood, in the Royal Sovereign,
led the lee line of thirteen ships; the FVictory led the
weather line of fourteen. Having seen that all was as it
should be, Nelson retired to his cabiud and wrote the fol-
lowing prayer :—

“May the great God whorp I worship grant to my -
country, and for the benefit of Europe in general, a great
and glorious victory, and may no misconduct in anyene
farnish it ; and may humanity, after victory, be the pre-
dominant feature in the British fleet! For myself, indi-
vidually, T commit my life to Him that made me; and
may his blessing alight on my endeavours for serving my
country faithfully! To ITim I resign myself, and the
just cause which is intrusted to me to defend. Amen!
amen ! amen !”

Having thus discharged his devotional duties, he
annexed, in the same diaty, the following remarkable
writing :—
 October 21st, 1805.—Then in sight of the combined feets of France

. and Spain, distant a ten miles,

% Wherens, the eminent services of Emma Hamilton,
widow of the Right Honoursble Sir William Hamilton,
have been of the very greatest service to my King and
country, to my knowledge, without ever receiving any re-
ward from either our King or country.

“First. That she obtained the King of Spaiu's letter,
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in 1796, to his brother, the King df Naples, acquainting
him of his intention to declare war against England ;
from which letter the Ministry sent out orders to the
then Sir John Jervis, to strike a stroke, if opportunity
offered, against either the arsenals of Spain or her fleets.
That neither of these was done is not the fuult of Lady
Hamilton ; ¢he opportunity might have been offgred.

“8econdly. The British fleet under my command
could never hive returned the second time to Egypt, had
not Lady Hamilton’s influence with the Queen of Naples
caused letters to be written to the Governor of Syracuse,
that he was to encourage the fleet’s being supplied with
everything, should they put into any port in Bicily.
We put into Syracuse, and received every supply ; went
to Egypt, and destroyed the French fleet.

“ Could I have rgwarded these services, I would not
now call upon my country ; but as that has not been in
my power, I leave Emmas Lady Hamilton therefore a
legacy to my King and country, that they will give hLer
an ample provision to maintain her rank in life, .

“I also leave to the beneficence of my country my
adopted danghter, Horatia Nelson Thompson ; and I
desire she will use in future the name of Nelson only.

“These are the only favours I ask of my King and
country, at this moment when I am going to fight their
battle. May God bless my King and country, and all
those I hold dear! My relations it is needless to men-
tion ; they will, of course, be amply provided for.

“NELSON axp BRONTE.

. HEexNRY BLACEWOOD.
“ Witness | 1 1%

The child of whom this writing speaks was believed
to be his daughter ; and so, indeed, he called her the last
timithat he pronounced her name. She was then about
five'years old, living at Merton, under Lady Hamilton's
e, The last minutes which Nelson passed at Merton
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were employed in prayiug over this child, as she lay sleep-
ing. A portrait of Lady Hamilton hung in his cabin ;
and no Catholic ever beheld the picture of his patron-
saint with devouter reverence. The undisguised and
romantic passion with which he regarded it amounted
almost to superstition ; and when the portrait was now
taken dowy in clearing for action, he desired the men who
removed it to “ take care of his guardian angel.” In this
manner he frequeutly spoke of it, as if he bdlieved there
were a virtue in the image. He wore a miniature of her,
also, next his heart.

Blackwood went on board the Victory about six. He
found him In good spirits, but very calm ; not in that
exhilaration which he had felt upon entering info battle
at Aboukir aud Copenhagen. Ife knew that his own life
would be particululy aimed at, and segms to have looked
for death with almost as sure an expectation as for vie-
tory. His whole astention wag fixed upon the enemy.
They tacked to the northward, and formed their line on the
laghoard tack ; thus bringing the shoals of Trafalgar and
St. Pedro under the lee of the British, and keeping the
port of Cadiz open for themselves. This was judiciously
done; and Nelson, aware of all the advantages which it
gave them, made signal to prepare to anchor. .

Villencuve was o skilful seaman, worthy of serving &
better muster and a better cause. His plan of defence
was as well conceived, and as original, as the plan of
attack. He formed the fleet in a double line; every
alternate ship being about a cable’s length to windward
of her second ahead and astern. Nelson, certain of a
triumphant issuc to the day, asked Blackwood what he
should comsider as a victory. That officer answered that,
consideving the handsome way in which battle was oﬁ‘erﬁd
by the enemy, their apparent determination for a fair
trial of strength, and the situation of the land, he thought
it would, be & glorious result if fourteen were captured. :
He replied; “1 shall not be satisfied with less than
twenty.” Soon afterwards he asked him if he did nob.
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think there was a signsl wanting. Captain Blackwood
made answer that he thought the whole flcet seemed
very clearly to understand what they were about. These
words were scarcely spoken before that signal was made
which will be remembered a3 long as the language, or
even the memory of England, shall endure—Nelson’s last
signal, “ ENGLAND EXPECTS EVERY MAN TO DO @IS DUTY !”
It was received throughout the fleet with a shout of an-
swering acclamation, made sublime by the spirit which
it breathed, and the feeling which it expressed. “ Now,”
said Lord Nelson, I ean do no more. We must trust to
the great Disposer of all events, and the juetice of our
cause. I thank God for this great opportunity of doving
my duty !” .

He wore that day, as wusual, his admiral’s frock-coat,
bearing on the lef§ breast four stars of the different orders
with which he was invested. Ornaments which rendered
him so conspicnous a mgrk for the cnemy were beheld
with ominous apprehensions by his officers It wasknown
that there were riflemen on board the French ships’; ami
it could not be doubted but that his life would be par-
ticularly aimed at. They communicated their fears to
each other ; and the surgeon, Mr. Beatty,® spoke to the
chaplain, Dr. Scott, and to Mr. Scott, the public sccretary,
desiring that some person would intreat him to change
his dress, or cover the stars ; but they knew that such a
request would highly displease him. “In honour I gained
them,” he had said, when such a thing had been hinted
to him formerly, “and in honour I will dic with them.”
Mr, Beatty, however, would not have been deterred by
any fear of exciting his displeasure from speaking to him
himself upon a subject in which the weal of England, as
well as the life of Nelson, was concerned ; but he was
otdsred ‘from the deck before he could find an opportu-
‘nity. Thiswas a point upon which Nelson's efficers knew
that it was hopeloss to remonstrate or reason with him ;

® In this part of the work I have chiefly been indobted to this gentlsman's
nariative of Jord Nilsun's deoth--a document as Interesting as it is suthentie
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but both Blackwood, and his own captain, Hardy, repre-.
sented to him how advantageous to the fleet it would be
for him to keep out of action as long as possible ; and he
consented at last to let the Leviathan and the Zemeraire,
which were sailing abreast of the Victory, be ordered to
pass shead. Yet even here the last infirmity of this
nnble mind was indulged ; for theso ships could not pass
ahead if the Victory continued to carry all her sail ; and
#o far was Nelson from shortening sail, that it ¥as evident
he took pleasure in pressing on, and rendering it impos-
~ible for them to obey his own orders. A long swell was
setting into the Bay of Cadiz : our ships, crowding all sail,
moved majestically before it, with light winds from the
somth-west. The sun shone on the sails of the énemy ;
sud their well-formed line, with their numerous three-
deckers, made an appearance which any other assailants
would have thought formidable ; but the British sailors
only admired the beauty and the splendour of the spec-
tacle, and, in full contidence of winning what they saw,
reiparked to each other, what a fine sight yonder ships
would make at Spithead !

The French admiral, from the Bucenfaure, beheld the
new mauner in which his enemy was advancing—Nelson
and Collingwood each leading bhis line ; and pointing
ithem out to his officers, he is said to have exclaimed
that such conduct could not fail to be successful. Yet
Villeneuve had made his own dispositions with the ut-
wost skill ; and the fleets under his command waited for
ihe attack with perfect coolness. Ten minutes before
twelve they opcned their fire. Eight or nine of the ships
immediately ahead of the Victory, and across her bows,
fired single guns at her, to ascertain whether she was yet
within their range. As soon as Nelson perceived that
their shot passed over him, he desired Blac‘kwood, a.ml
Captain Prowse, of the Sirius, to repair to their x:espectwe
frigates ; and, on their way, to tell all the captains of the.
line-of-battle ships that he depended on their exertions ;.
and that, if by the prescribed mode of attack they found
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it impracticable to get into sction immediately, they
might adopt whatever they thought best, provided it led
them quickly and closely alongside an enemy. As they
were standing on the front of the poop, Blackwood took
him by the hand, saying he hoped soon to return and find
him in possession of twenty prizes. He replied, “ God
bless yon, Blackwood ! I shall never see you agwin.”

Nelson’s cglumn was stecred about two points more to the
north than Collingwood’s, in order to cut off the enemy’s
escape into Cadiz; the lee line, therefore, was fivst engaged.
“@ee,” cried Nelson, pointing to the Loyal Sovereign, as
she stcered right for the centre of the enemy’s line, cut
through it astern of the Sanfa Anna, three-decker, and
engaged her at tho muzzle of her guns on the starboard
side—* See how that noble fellow Collingwood carries his
ship into action!” ¢ Collingwood, delighted at being first
in the heat of the fire, and knowing the feelings of his
commander and old friend; turned to hiy captain und ex-
claimed, “ Rotherham, what would Nelson give to be
here!” Both these brave officers perhaps at this moment
thought of Nelson with gratitude, for a circumstance
which had ocowrred on the preceding day. Aduniral
Collingwood, with some of the captains, having gone on
board the Victory to receive instructions, Nelson inquired
of him where his captain was? and was told in reply
that they were not upon good terms with each other.
“Terms !” said Nelson; “good terms with each other!”
Tmmediately he sent a boat for Captain Rotherham, led
him, as soon as he arrived, to Collingwood, and saying,
“Look ! yonder are the enemy!” bade them shake hands
like Englishmen.

The cunemy continued to fire a gun at a time at the
Victory, till they saw that a shot had passed through her
maintop-gallant sail ; then they opened their broadsides,
aiming chiefly at her” rigging, in the ho; 1;:00{ disabling her
before she conld close with them., Nelson, as usual, had
shaisted several flags, lest one should be shot away. The
cnemy showed no colours till late in the action, when
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they began to feel the necessity of having them to strike.
For this reason, the Santissima Trinidad, Nelson’s old
acquaintance, as he used to call her, was distingunishable
only by her four detks; and to the bow of this opponent
he ordered the Fictory to be steered. Meantime, an in-
cessant raking fire was kept up upon the Pictory. The
admiral’s 'secretary was one of the first who fell: he was
killed by a cannon-shot while conversing swith Hardy.
Captain Adair of the Marines, with the help of a sailor,
endeavoured to remove the body from Nelson's sight, who
had a great regard for Mr. Scott ; but he anxiously asked,
“Is that poor Scott that’s gone?” and, being informed
that it was indeed so, exclaimed, “ Poor fellow!” Pre-
sently a double-headed shot struck a party of marines,
who were drawn up on the yoop, and killed eight of them ;
upon which Nelson immediately desited Captain Adair
to disperse his men round the ship, that they might not
suffer so much from being fogether. A few minutes
afterwards, a shot struck the fore-brace bits on the quarter-
deck, and passed between Nelson and Hardy; a splinter
from the bit tearing*off Hardy’s buckle, and bruising his
foot. Both stopped, and looked anxiously at each other;
cach supposed the other to be wounded. Nelson then
smiled and said, “ This is too warm work, Huardy, to last
long.”

The Victory had not yet returned a single gun; fifty of
her men had by this time been killed or wounded, and
her main-topmast, with all her studding-sails and their
booms, shot away. Nelson declared that, in all his bat-
tles, he had scen nothing which surpassed the cool courage
of his crew on this occagion. At four minutes after twelve,
she openefl her fire from both sides of her deck. It was
not possible to break the enemy's line without running on
board one of their ships, Hardy informed him of this,
and asked him which he would prefer. Nelson replied,
“Take your choice, Hardy; it does not signify much.”
The master was ordered to put the helm to port, and thé
Viciory ran on board the Redoubtable, just as her tiller-
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ropes we'e shot away. The French ship received her
with a broadside ; then instantly let down her lower deck
ports, for fear of being boarded through them, and never
nfterwards fired a great gun during theaction. Her tops,
like those of all the encmy's ships, were filled with vifle-
men. Nelson never placed musketry in his tops: he had
2 strong dislike to the practice ; not merely becausc it
endangers settipg fire to the sails, but also becausc it is a
murderous sort of warfare, by which individuals may
suffer, and a commander now and then be picked oft, but
which never can deeide the fate of a general engage-
ment. .
Captain Harvey, of the Zemeraire, fell on hoard the
Redoultable on the other side. Another enemy was in
like manner on board the Z'emeroire; so that these tonr
ships formed as compact a tier as if they had been mooved
together, their heads lying all the same way. The lieu-
tenants of the Victory, seeing this, depressed their guns ot
the middle and lower decks, and fired with a diminished
charge, lest the shot should pass throngh, and injurc
the Zemeraire. And because there was danger that the
Redoubtable might take fire from the lower-deck guns, the
muzzle of which touched her side when they were run ont.
the fireman of each gun stood ready with a bucket of
water, which, as soon as the gun was discharged, he
dashed into the holc made by the shot. An incessant
fire was kept up from the Victory from both sides; her
larboard guns playing upon the Bucentaure and the huge
Santissima Trinidad.

It bad been part of Nelson's prayer thab the Dritish
fleet might be distinguished by humanity in the victory
which he expected. Setting an example himself, lre twice
gave orders to cease firing upon the Redoubtable, supposing
that she had struck, because her great guns were silent ;
for as ghe carried no flag, there was no means of instantly
ascerining the fact. From this ship, which he had thus
twiee spared, he received his death. A ball fired from
her ‘mizentop, which, in the then situation oi the two
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vessels, was not mor# than fifteen yards from that part of
the deck where he was standing, struck the epadlette on
his left shoulder, about a quarter after one, just in the
heat of action. He fell upon his face, on the spot which
was covered with his poor secretary’s blood. Hardy, who
was a few steps from him, turning round, saw three men
raising himn up.  “They have done for me at last, Hardy.l”
said he.  “I hope not I” eried Hardy. “Yes,” he replied ;
“ my backbone is shot through.” Yet, even now, not for
a moment losing his presence of mind, he observed, as
they were carrying him down the Jadder, that the tiller-
ropes, which had been shot away, were not yet replaced,
and ordered that new ones should be rove immediately ;
then, that he might not be segn by the crew, he took out
his handkerchief, and covered his face and his stars, Had
he but concealed these badges of hogour from the enemy,
England, perhaps, would not have had cause to receive
with sorrow the news of the battle of Trafalgar. The
cockpit was crowded with wounded and dying men ; over
whose bodics he was with some difficulty conveyed, and
laid upon a pallet in the midshipmen’s berth. It was
soon perccived, upon examination, that the wound was
mortal. This, however, was concealed from all, except
Captain Hardy, the chaplain, and the medical attendants.
He himself being certain, from the sensation in his back,
and the gush of blood he felt wnomently within his breast,
that no human care could avail him, insisted that the
surgeon should leave him, and attend to those to whom
he might be useful ; “ for,” said he, * you can do nothing
for me.” All that could be done was to fan him with
paper, and frequently to give him lemonade to alleviate
his intense thirst. He was in great pain ; and expressed
much anxiety for the event of the action, which now
began to declare itself. As often as a ship struck, the
crow of the Victory hurra'd ; and at every hurra a visible
expression of joy gleamed in the eyes, and marked the
countenance of the dying hero. But he became im-
patient to see Captain Hardy; and as that officer, though
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often sent for, could not leave the deck; Nelson feaved
that some fatal cause prevented him, and repeatedly
cried, “ Will no one bring Hardy to me? He must be
killéd! He is surely dead {” An hour and ten minutes
elapsed from the time when Nelson received his wound
before Hardy could come to him. They shook hands
in silence, Herdy in vain struggling to suppress the
feelings of thgt most painful and yet sublimest moment.
“ Well, Hardy,” said Nelson, “how goes the day with
us? “Very well,” replied Hardy; “ten ships have
struck, but five of the van have tacked, and show an in-
tention to bear down upon the Victory. I have called
two or three of our fresh ships round, and have no doubt
of giving them a drubbing.” “I hope,” said Nelson,
“none of our ships have struck?’ Hardy answered,
“There was no fear, of that.” Then, and not till then,
Nelson spdke of himself. “I am a dead man, Hardy,”
said he : “T am going fast-—it will be all over with me
soon. Come nearer to me. Lot my dear Lady Hamil-
ton have my hair, and all other thinge belonging to me.”
Hardy observed that he hoped Mr. Beatty could yet
hold out somo prospect of life. “Oh, no!” he replied ;
“it is impossible. My back is shot through. Beatty
will tell you so.” Captain Hurdy then, once more, shook
hands with him, and, with a heart almost bursting, has-
tened upon deck.

By this time, all feeling below the breast was gone ;
and Nelson, having mado the surgeon ascertain this, said
to him, “You know I am gone. I know it. T feel
something rising in my breast,” putting his hand on his
loft side, “which tells me so.” And upon Beatty’s in-
quiring whether his pain was very great, .he replied, “Bo
great that he wished he was dead. Yet,” said he, ina
Iower voice, “one would like to live a little longer, to0.”
And, after a few minutes, in the same under-tone, he
added, 4 What would become of poor Lady Hamilton,
if she knew my situation!” Next to his country, she
‘occmpied his thoughts, Captain Hardy, some ffty



HIS LAST MOMENTS. 255

minutes after he had 18ft the cockpit, returned ; and, again
taking the band of his dying ftiend and commander,
congratulated him_on having gained a complete victory..
How many of the enemy were taken he did not know,
as it was impossible to perceive them distinctly ;. but
fourteen or fifteen at least. “ That’s well,” cried Nelson ;
“but I bgrgained for twenty.” And then, in a stronger
voice, he said, “ Anchor, Hardy, anchor " Hardy, upon
this, hinted tbat Admiral Collingwood wold take apon
himself the direction of affairs. “Not while I live,
Hardy,” said the dying Nelson, ineffectually endeavouring
to raise hinself from the bhed. “Do you anchor!” His
previous order for preparing to anchor had shown how
clearly he foresaw the necessity of this. Presently, calling
Hardy back, he said to him in a low voice, “ Don't throw
me overboard ;” and he desired that jhe might be buried
by his parents, unless it should please the King to order
otherwise. Then reverting wo private feelings, “Take
care of my dear Lady Hamilton, Hardy ; take care of
poor Lndy Hamilton. Kiss me, Hardy,” said he. Hardy
knelt down and kissed his check ; and Nelson said, ¢ Now
I am satisficd. Thank God, I have done my duty!”
Hardy stcod over him in silence for a moment or two,
then knelt again, and kissed his forchead. “Who is
that 7”7 said Nelson; and being informed, he replied,
“God bless you, Hardy” And Hardy then left him—
for ever.

Nelzon now desired to be turned upon his right side,
and said, “I wish I had not left the deck, for I shall
soon be gone” Death was indeed rapidly approaching.
He said to the chaplain, “ Doctor, I have not been a
great sinmer ;” and after a short pause, “ Remember that
I leave Lady Hamilton, and my danghter Horatis, as a
legncy to my country.” His articulation now became
difficult ; but he was distinctly heard to say, “Thank
God, T have done my duty ! * These words he repeatedly
pronounced ; and they were the last words which he
uttered. He expired at thirly minutes after four—-



856 LIFE OP NELSON.

throe hours and o quarter after he had reeeived bis
wound. .

Within a gquarter of an honr after Nelson was wounded,
above fifty of the Victory's men fell by the enemy'’s mus-
ketry. They, however, on their part, were not idle ; and
it was not long before there were only two Frenchmen
left alive in the mizentop of the Redoubtable. One of
them was the man who had given the fatal wound : ho
did not liYe to boast of what he had done. An old
quarter-master had seen him fire ; and easily recognised
him, because he wore a glazed cocked hat and a white
frock. This quarter-master and two midshipwen, M.
Collingwood and Mr. Pollard, were the only persons left
in the Victory's'poop ; the two midshipmen kept firing at
the top, and he supplied them with cartridges. One of
the Frenchmen, gttempting to make his escape down the

igging, was shot by Mr. %‘ollard, and fell on the poop.
But the old quarter-master, as he cried out, “That’s he !—-
that’s he |” and pointed at the other, who was coming
forward to fire again, received a shot in his mouth, gl
fell dead. Both the midshipmen then fired at the sime
time, and the fellow dropped in the top. When thev
took possession of the prize, they went into the wmizen-
top, and found him dead, with one ball through his Lead,
and another through his breast.

The Redoubtoble struck within twenty minutes after
the fatal shot had been fired from her. During that
time she had been twice on fire—in her fore-chains and
in her forecastle. The French, as they had done in other
battles, made use in ihis of fire-balls, and other combus-
tibles—implements of destruction which other nations,
from a scnse of honour and humanity, have Jaid aside;
awhich add to the sufforings of the wouunded, without

. ~letermining the issue of the combat; which none but the
erucl weuld employ, and which never can be successful
eguinst the brave. Once they succeeded in setting fire,
‘from the Redoubtable, to some ropes and cauvas on the
‘Wictory's booms. The ery ran through the ship, and
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reached the cockpit; bt even this dreadful cxy prodmoed
no confusion. The men displayed that perfeet seff-pm
sion in danger by which English seamen are charac-
terised; they extinguished the flames on board their own
ship, and then hastened to extinguish them in the enemy,
by throwing buckets of water from the gangway. When
the Redoubtoble had struck, it was not practicable to
board her® from the Fictory, for, though the two ships
touched, the upper works of both fell in ® much that
there was a great space between their gangways; and she
could not be boarded from the lower or middle decks,
because her ports were down. Some of our men went to
Lieutenante® Quilliamn, and offered to swim under her
bows, and get up there; but it was thought unfit to
hazard brave lives in this mannet.

What our men would have done from gallantry, some
of the crew of the Santissima Trinidad did to save them-
selves. Unable to stand the tgemendous fire of the Vic-
tory, whose larboard guns played against this great four-
decker, and not knowing how else to escape them, nor
where else to betake themsclves for protection, many of
them leaped overboard, and swam to the Fictory, and
were actually helped up her sides by the English during
the action. The Spaniards began the battle with less
vivacity than their unworthy allies, but they continued
it with greater firmness. The drgonauta and Bahamu
were defended till they had each lost about four hundred
men ; the St Juan Nepomuceno lost three hundred and
fitty. Often as the superiority of British courage has
been proved against France upon the seas, it was never
more conspicuous than in this decisive conflict. Five of
our ships were engaged muzzle to muzzle with five of the
French. TIn all five, the Frenchmen lowered their lower-
deck ports, and deserted their guns ; while our men con-
tinued deliberately to load and -fire, till they had made
the victory secure.

Once, amidst his sufferings, Nelson had expressed =

ish that he were dead ; but immediately the spirié sab-
K
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dued the pains of death, and he wished to live a little
longer—doubtless that he might hear the completion of
the victory which he had seen so gloriously begun. That
oonsolation, that joy, that triumph, was afforded him.
He lived to know that the victory was decisive ; and the
last gans which were fired at the flying enemy were
Lbeard a minute or two before he expired. The ships
which were thus flying were four of the enemy's van, all
French, unde? Rear-Admiral Dumanoir. They had borne
no part.in the action ; and now, when they were seeking
safety in flight, they fired not only into the Victory and
Royal Soversign as they passed, but poured their broad-
sides into the Spanish captured ships; and«they were
seen to back their top-sails for the purpose of firing with
more precision. The indigration of the Spaniards at
this detestable czmelty from their allies, for whom they
had fought so brively, and so profusely bled, may well
be comceived. It was such that when, two days after
the action, seven of the ships which had e.caped into
Cadiz came out, in hopes of retaking some of the disabled
prizes, the prisoners in the drgonaita, in a body, offered
their services to the British prize-master, to man the
ns against any of the French ships; saying that, if a
%pa.nmh ship came alongside, they would quietly go below ;
but they requested that they might be allowed to fight
the French, in resentment for the murderous usage which
they bad suffered at their hands. Such was their earnest-
ness, and such the implicit confidence which could be
placed in Spanish honour, that the offer was accepted,
and they were actually stationed at the lower deck guns.
Dumanoir and his squadron were not more fortunate ‘than
the fleet from whose destruction they fled ; they fell in
with 8ir Richard Strachan, who was cruising for the
Rachefort squadron, and were all taken. 1n the better
days of France, if such a crime could then have been
eommitted, it would have received an exemplary punish-
ment fmm,, the French Govemment; under Bonaparte, it
was sure of impunity, and, perhaps, might be thought
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deserving of reward. But, if the Spanish court had been
independent, it would have become us to have delivered
Dumanoir and his captains up to Spain, that they might
have been brought to trial, and hanged in sight of the
remains of the Spanish fleet.*

The total British loss in the battle of Trafalgar
amounted to' 1,587. Twenty of the enemy struck ;,
unhappily? the fleet did not anchor, as Nelson, almost
with his dying breath, had enjoined. A gale came on
from the south-west , some of the prizes went down, some
went on shore ; one effected its escape into Cadiz ; others
were destrayed ; four only were saved, and those by the
greatest extrtivns. The wounded Spaniards were sent
ashore, an assurance being given that they shvuld not
gerve till regularly cxchanged ; and the Spaniards, with
a generous feeling which would not, perhaps, have beer
found in any other people, offered tHe use of their hos-
pitals for our wounded, pledging the honour of Spain
that they should he carefully attended there. When the
storm, after the action, drove some of the prizes upon the
cdast, they declared that the English who were thus
thrown intn their hands should not be considered as
prisoners of war; and the Sjanish soldiers gave up their
own beds to their shipwrecked enemies. The Spanish
Viece-Admiral Alva died of his wounds. Villeneuve was
sent to Enziand. and permitted to return to France. The
French Govermaent say that he destroyed himself on the
way to Paris, dreading the consequences of a court-mar-
tinl ; but there is every reason to believe that the tyrant
who never acknowledged the loss of the battle of Trafalgar
added Villencuve to the numerous victims of his mur-
derous policy.

It is almost superfluous to add that all the honours
which a grateful country could bestow were heaped upon
the memory of Nelson. His brother was made an earl,
with a graut of £6000 a-year ; £10,000 were voted to
each of his sisters ; and £100,000 for the purchase of an
estate. A public funeral was decreod, and & piblic monu-
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ment. Statues and monuments also were voted by most
of our pringipal cities. The leaden coffin in which he
was brought home was cut in pieces, which were distri-
buted as relics of Saint Nelson—so the gunner of the
Victory called them ; and when, at his interment, his flag
was about to be lowered into the grave, the sailors'who
asuisted at the ceremony with one accord rent it in pieces,
that each might preserve a fragment while he*lived.

The death of Nelson was felt in England as something
more than a public calamity ; men started at the intelli-
gence, and turned pale, as if they had heard of the loss of
a dear friend. An object of our admiration and affec-
tion, of our pride and of our hopes, was su€denly taken
from us; and it seemned as if we had never, till then,
‘known how deeply we Yoved and reverenced him. What
"the country had lost in its great naval hero—the greatest
of our own and Uf all former times—was scarcely taken
into the account of grief. So perfoctly, indeed, had he
yerforined his part, that the maritime war, after the battle
of Trafalgar, was considered at an end: the fleets of the
enemy were not merely defeated, but destroyed ; new

“navies must be built, and a new race of seamen reared for
them, before the possibility of their invading our shores
could again be contemplated. It was not, therefore, from
any selfish reflection upon the magnitude of our loss that
we mourncd for hin ; the general sorrow was of a higher
character. The people of England grieved that funeral
ceremonies, and public monuments, and posthumous re-
wards, were all which they could now bestow upon him
whom the King, the Legislature, and the nation would
have alike delighted to honour; whom every tonguc
would have blessed; whose presence in every village
through which he might have passed would have wakened
thelchurch-bells, have given schoolboys a holiday, have
drawn children from their sports to gaze upon him, and
#0ld men from the chimney-corner” to look upon Nelson
ere they died. The viotory of Trafalgar was celebrated,
jndeed, with the usnal forms of rejoicing, but they were
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without joy ; for such already was the glory of the Bri-
tish navy, through Nelson’s surpassing genius, that it
scarcely seemed to receive any addition from the most
signal victory that ever was achieved upon the seas ; and
the destruction of this mighty fleet, by which all the
maritime schemes of Franle were totally frustrated,
harcﬂy appeared to add to our security or strength ; for,
while Nelsgn was living to watch the combined squa~
drons of the enemy, we felt oursclves as sccure as now,
when they were no longer in existence. ?

There was reason to suppose, from the appearances
upon opening the body, that, in the course of nature, he
might have attained. like his father, to a good old age.
Yet he caniot be said to have fallen prematurcly whose
work was done, nor ought he to be lamented who died so
full of honours, and at the height of human fame. The
most triumphant death is that of the jnartyr, the most
awful that of {he wartyred patriot, the most splendid
that of the hero in the hour of vigtory ; and if the chariot
and the horses of fire had Dbeen vouchsafed for Nelson's
translation, he could scarcely have departed in a brighter
blaze of glory. He has left us, not indeed his mantle of
insparation, but a e and an example, which are at
this hour juspiring thousands of the youth of England—
a name which is our pride, and an example which will
continue to e our shield and our strength. Thus it is
thet the spirits of the great and the wise continue to live -
and to nct after them; verifying, in this sense, the lan
guage of the old mythologist—

Toi mey darpmoves uiot, Dios peyary dia Purs
Eo%aoi, emixbovior, Guaaxes Jymrwy avScumur.
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