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CHAPTER L

I

~——— For want of faith,

L}
Dowa the steep precipice of wrong he slidos.
Night Thoughts.

——— ~——— Raule thy fiery pagsions,
To bind their rage, and stay their headlong course—.
To bear with accidents, and every change
. Of varioug life—to struggle with adversity.
‘uir Penitent.

The Countryman in London—Love and Mud-
ness. -0 .

ON the following morning, Elizabeth,
solitary and unsettled, wes wandering
through the garden, musing on the events
of the preceding day, when she v as met
by Robin Rudd, & young maw. who had

VoL. 11, B occa-ionally
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,occasionally acted as a sort of under-gar-
dener at the parsonage, being perfectly
respectable and respectful,: and veiling
under a rusticity of .nanner a fund of
blunt humour. He had been a good
dcal noticed by both families; but Eli-
zabeth was surprised by his appearance
now, as he bad, only a few days before,
taken a leiier from her to Matiida Darn-
ley, having determined on seekmg his
fortune in London.

“Why, Mr. Rudd,” she cried, « I did
not expect to see you here, as I supposed
youswere now in town, where I thought
you had determined on settling.”
~ “And so I did, ma’am; but some-
how I, dcv* think my fortin lies in
Lunnon.™

“ You havs surely not been there long
enough to find it. Did you take a dis-
like to the place?”

« “Nu, no, ma’am; I likes Lunnon well
enough, 'but Lunnon don’t like me.
Why,
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Why? I had heard something of the
noise and bur‘le of Lunnon; but sitch
.a-confusion, sitch wicked bawling, sitch
* swearing, I did not expect to find. So,
as I had heard of the tricks they plav
upon country folks, I wag afeard they
.would cheat me with my eyes wide
open; and so, ma'am, the first thing I
do (all ot my own head, ma’am), T bawl-
ed out as loud as I eould for a coach.”

% That was very clever, indeed,” said
Elizabet.), smiling.

“ Ay, maam; but I thowt, thinks I
to myself, though I am from the coun-
try, I don’t want none on un. o
know that, so I bod the coachman drive
to number five; and he axed me where?
and I told him he was mor=» of a clown
than I, for didn’t I mean Mr Levison,
of Lunnon ?*

«“ And what, Robin, dxd he say to
this?”

“ Say, ma’'am ! why, he laft, and axed
what street? and I tou'd himl the best

B2 strect
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street in all Lunnon, for that Mr. Levj-
son was a gentleman whe married the
sister of our parson; and then de laft,
again, and said, if I coaldn’t tell him the,
name of the street,d might find my way
afoot.” And how do you think I crept out
now ?” ‘

“ Nay, I'm sure 1 can’t tell.”

“ Why,*ma'am, I remembéred the
letter you gave me, and browt that out ;
and he soon found Charlotte-stieet.”

“ And you saw Miss Darnle} —is she
well ?”

“ Why, ma’am, I can hardly tell you.
Whea I first see’d her, I thought she
looked mortal ill, and that she had lost
all the red off her face, that used to be
so beautiful l}loominé; but when I see’'d.
the other Lunnon ladies, 1 found them
all alike, and ¢o I 'spose 'tis the fashion;
but she was right glad to see me. And
madam Levison tou'd me she knew a
place that wud suit me, for a lady of
her quamtanee vanted a country sar-

vant;
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vanty and so I soon got into place, and
a rare nice ladly she was; and the first
thing e bdd me do was to take a letter
"to a lady close by where Mrs. Levison
lived, andehe ‘sposed I could make her
out; and as the bod me make haste; I
rynned a¥l the way. And 1 had heard
that the fo8tmen made a rare noise at
the dooss; ¢ I’cod,” thinks I,.¢ T'll be up
to ity and, ha, ha, ha! I ear but laff to
think onit—I%ook how’d of the knocker,
and, he, he, he! I stood knock, knock,
knock, till fhey comed to open it; and
I heard such scampering about the house,
that P dare say they thought *twgs the
duke of York, or some sitch great man;
and so I gived um the letter, and away
I come, and runn'tl up stairs to let my
missus sce what haste 1 made.” .
“ And she praised your, diligence, ne

dowbt.” -
“ Why,” scratching his head, “ no,
maam, I can’t say she fand much
B 3e pleased ;.
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pleased; but she had twoladies wit'y her,
‘and they thought I had done right, for
they did nothing but laff w"er - tould
them how, all of my own head, 1 made
sitch a noise at the door.”

124 No wonder, Robin ; tney did not
expect such.cleverness from the coun-
try.”

“Well, mna’am, but would yon belicve
it—though I was hired to ’tend my
missus, she sent me down stairs and bid
me say she wasn’t at home, if people call-
ed. *What, ma’am,’ then'says I, “you
are going out then, I ’spose; and she
agen bod me go down; ¢ but, tlinks I,
‘ though I am up to some of the tricks
of the town, I an’t up to telling a boun-
cer yet. So I watcked by the door, and
she didn’t go out; and presently a young
gentleman comed, and axed for missus;
and I tould Lim she bod me say she
wasn’'t at homes” et

G And what did he sgy Yo this ?”
3 “Thy’
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o Yhy, matm, he only smiled, and
of mé a card for nissus, when I might*
say sh&'was‘ae home.”

. “Well, I am glad to find you ma-
‘naged witljout telﬁng a falsehood.”

“ Oh yes,'ma’am; but then the sez-
vants are 6o ill-behaved inethe servants’

" hall, they dad so laff at me; and then,
ma'am, at dinner, though I stood the
whole time behmd missus, she never
axed mg to-ea? once; and so next morn-
ing I gave her warning—1I must lcave
her dircetlym and she axed me if ¥
didn’t like my place; and I tould her that
I didwt like waiting o’.people, for I
thought people were made to wait o
theirselves; and she axed me what 1
meant to do wi’ anyself’? and I said,
¢ Ma’am, why, go home, apd work, as
other folks do, to be sure.” So she give
me a pound-note.”

« But yout called at Mr. Levison’s, I

4 suppose?”

“ Oh yes, ma'am, snd ha’ got a letler
B 4 for
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for you, from Miss Darnley, anc here
it is, ma’am.”
"y

Having presented him something for'.
his trouble, Ehzabetﬁ sat down, to read
ber letter, which was indeed from Ma—
tilda, and ran as follows :—

e ——

-

“ MY DEAR FRIEND,

« Since I have been in town, I
have purposely avoided speakmg on the
subject you rightly suppesed meost in-
teresting to me, and which, you frankly
confessed, superseded every other topic
in yéur estimation. I now throw aside
the reserve you have found so irresistible,
and which, Ifear, you have condemn-
‘ed, as a breach of that friendship-which
has been so long a source of pleasure and
profit to me._ ““But indeed, Elizabeth, it

“has been a self-inflicted penance, for be-

ing determined to erase from my heart .

the image so thoughtlessly cherished,
‘ till
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till § was becbme almost a part of my
exis .ixce, I would not leave the sacil-
fice iﬁgamllle%e, by allowing myself, in
" any way, to speak of him, or to think
of him. JHard, very hard, has been the
struggle ; and evem now, had B left it
to mysel€ alone to extirpate an idea so
enchanting? I had never compassed my
purpose; but I sought a higher, a-better
assistant—I call.edr in the aid of Heaven,
and I trust I'have succeeded. But the
fault has carried with it its own punish-
ment, for % heart has been so lacerated
in the struggle, that its faculties seemed
benumbed, and must, I.think, b.e ren-
dered insensible to another love.

“ You have, 1 think.. not been In-
formed, that a week after my arrival here,
T received a letter from poor Aukland,
excusing his negligence in not tendering
his farewell in person, Prévious to his.
quitting our"neighbeurhood, and inform-
. ing me his mother’s health wag in suck
a state, that it calledefor evary proof of

BS affection
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affection and tenderness ‘on his pa-t, to
ineliorate her affliction, and to calm her
_ perturbed spirits.

“ This, as it reqmred no answer, re-
ceived none ; and my endeavaurs to root
his image from n{y heart - received no
check from any importunity ef his, till
this day fortnight, when ke again ap-
peared before me, more amiable, more
interesting than cver, for that fine flow
of spirits which he held" at cqmmanad,
and which sometimes led him_into ec-
centricity, was now mellowed and soft-
ened by the grief he felt at having lost
his mother.

“You so well know the enthusiasm,
the fascination of his manner towards
me, that it is useless to describe it. With
Aall the glow of sentiment and .feeling
which characterized him in our happiest
days, he appréached me. He soon spoke
of the loss of his mother—his voice be-
came tremulous. .

“ This avas the subject on which I

' wished
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wishgd to endage him. I adverted to
the happiness of thc blessed in heaven—
I spokt: of #he influence of religion—in
*short, I gathered what I wished to be
*be certified m-—-that h(m ever nominally
he might bea Christian, to the doetrines
of Christianity, its influenee and effects
on the hea:t and mind, or to its ne-
cessity for the perfection of man, he
was a stranger. His heart is cold, un-
touched by those truths so interesting to
me—so necessary for my hopes of hap-
piness.

“ On the following morning he made
me a fornal offer of his -hand. FEliza-
beth, T cannot recur to the scene which
was then displayed. His frenzy arose
to desperation. He accused me as the
cold-hearted murderer of his peace—as,
one whom his death only could satisfy—
yes, he would immolate 'hifnaelf to my
wishes.

“1 wept, I prayed, I attempted to
sooth him by a confession of all T had

B 6 suffered
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suffered in endeavouring to congper an
‘attachment which could {only, byt its in-
dulgence, be productive of\misgty to us
both. I assured him of my tenderest
sympathy in his suﬂ'emws hat all would
not do—there was a fixed sort of wild-
ness in his wanner which filled me with
terror; and never shall I ferget his look
as be glanced towards me, apd said—
‘Do not alarm youNelf—I am better
now—my fate is decided—I shall be
easy before night.’ :

“ A most horrible suggestlon was ob-
truded by his manner. I entreated him
to see my unrle—to unburthen kis mind
to him—he would sooth and console him.
He assented to my wishes. Still the
desperation. of his manner alarmed me

, —1I dreaded every thing. .

“ He held out his hand as he was go-
ing—* Maﬁl&a, he said, ‘ you will ngt re-
fuse me one request—lt is the only one
I shall urge to you/

“ I hesitated—-he grew more lmpor-

¢ tunate
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tunage—* Assure yourself, if after its be-
ing 'ntionegl I can consistently, I will’

« His, coantenance assumed a look of
ghastly satisfaction—¢ Why, Matilda,
"do you Inok so ‘terrified? I am quite
calm. I forgive you, and shall sgon be
happy; but ¥ must seek amusement. I
shall leave you to-night, and seek em-
ployment, to beguile my thoughts from
you in the interval. I am a soldier, you
know, but have so little attended to my
duty, that I am a terrible marksman.
My pistols are with my luggage; will
you then bring me your uncle’s?’

“ I believe I changed colour, for he
pressed my hand.

¢ What is it you fear?” he cried; I
pledge my honour, that I will be the
bearer of them to you before you have
left the dinner-table, when I shall ob-
trude myself on you for {he last time.

“ T breatned more freely; 1 could
not doubt his word, thus solemnly
given, and I was relieved from the most

‘ distressing
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distressing apprehensions; I had, ;with-
-out declaring my suspicions, gai'{:ed his
word, that he would make. nq rash at-
tempt for some hours, and I flew to se-’
cure the right of its perforrgance. Hé
took the pistols from me, and as he took
them, pressgd his lips to my hand. I
grasped thein firmly—¢ Yow promise,’ I
said,.* to be gourself the bearer, of these
before night ?’

‘Ido. Adieun?

% My heart still threbbed with the tu-
multuous emotion his strengé manner
had excited, and my hcad ached in-
tensely. I agquainted my uncle with
evcrs; thing that had occurred; he at-
tributcd the manner which had so
alarmed me to the sffusions of a hcated
imagination, whose effects would soon
‘wear off. To my aunt I was less com-
municative, ‘kwowing the sensitive feel-
ings her bosom cherished, #ud the cffects
my fears would have on a frame so de-,,
licate. , ,

"« Fre



-

EDUCATION. 15

the se}vant announced Mr. Aukland,

“ EE'We had%quitted the dining-room,
and at tlig salmg moment gave me a note,

‘which was as follows :—

* ¢ Let, me see you for five minutes
alone. I wait in theparlour. -

. AUKLAND.

“ Apologi.ing to my aunt, I left the
room. Kle was pacing up and down the
room when I entercd; the pxbtols were
lying on the taole.—¢ Matilda,” he cricd,
taking my hand, ‘T am geing to quit
you for ever. When I have left you,
read this paper; and should you survive
me, ara should you be uymarried, will
you attend my funeral ?’

“ T hesitated.

¢ Oh," he cried, ¢-can calm, cold punc-
tilio still hold its sway in such an hour
as this?’ '

“The despair of his manner alarmed

me—* Shoula you have formed no othcr

.coniexion—should you have no wife, no

child,
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child, I give you my promise; hut you
.will have many, manyha{)py year{tolive.
<1 thank you,’” he cried witli anima-
tion; ¢ add then to your goodncss, by
receiving my partmo' breath.’ ‘

« As he uttered these words, he seiz-
ed one of ;the pistols; his other hand
yet grasped mine; and as ke pointed the
muzzle to his head, he drew, me closer’
to him. =

« Elizabeth, I did not* faint—I did not
scream; as I formed:a prayer to Heaven
for assistance, or rather as the thought
could be formed, which told me therc-
enly could I hope assistance, } was in-
spircd with resolution and presence of
mind to avert the direction of the pistol.
The ball grazed his cheek, and pene-
trating a mirror, shattered it to,pieces:
he endeavoured to grasp the other; I
had yet stremgth left to struggle with
him till my uncle and thke servants ar-
nved and then I lost al secollection; ¢

syceession
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left m% so weak, that I have not yet
quitted my chamber; and so dreadfully
‘has my mind been agitated, that this is
the first time I have been enabled to
hold my pen;and will my dear friemd for-
give me, if*I tell her that it was to convey
the lesson hoine to her bosom, that I now
impose on myself a task so painful? for
amid all your virtues, your splendid ta-
lents, and your fascinations, I have per-
ceived a something of that passionate
sensibility wh.ch has been so fatal to poor
Aukland. Let the warning then not pass
unimprved; subdue your feelings; seek
from Christianity that humility and
Christian meekness which will conduce
alike to your happiness here and here-
after. .I have been punished for consi-
dering this world as a scene for happi-
ness. Oh, shun the rock Qﬁ which my
hopes are wrecked! But I feel faint, and
Robin waits to take this. I will there-
fore onlv add, that a f.ver—a brain fe-

ver,

succeEi_on of fai}nting fits followed, which
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ver, was the consequente of pooy Auk-
‘land’s irritation, and he was sevefal days
on the point of death; he' is nbw reco-
vering, and is to join his regiment; when
in your nelghbourhood 1 need not -en-.
treat. my dearest Elizabeth to pay him
every attenfion in her power.

“ Do not be under any epprehensions
on my account—I am now recovering. ’
Adieu, iny dear friend! if I have said
here more than is conistent with po-
liteness, attribute it to the interest, love,
and affection, I feel for you;‘and write
soon, to assure me of your forgiveness.
With remembrances to every bxanch of
your family, I am, most sincerely and
affectionately, yours,

"« MaTiLDA DARNLEY.”

R~

Elizabeth *had scarcely perused. this
epistle, when Walter DaYnley dppeared
Jbeforeher; he brought a letter in his
‘hand, which bessaid was from; Mr. T.e-.

' vison,
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vison, .and that he had been referred to
her for ‘he explanation of an event which
had kept them so long silent.

* Elizabeth could not speak—she could
only, giving him the letter, indulge in
the tears she found such a relief to her
heart. At length she was 2voused by a
slight pressurz of her hand; she looked
up, and found traces of deep emotion
visible on the countenance of her com-
panion—* Ah, Walter,” she cried, “ this
is indeed an awfully-instructive lesson;
teach me how to avail myself of it. T
feel, I lament my errors; but tell me
how I»m to conquer them? My cha-
racter is now moulded; yet I think, had
I a friend constantly with me, who
would have discernment enough to disco-
ver the errors arising from that ardour
which is so inherent in my character,

I could conquer them.”

“ Elizabeth,” he cried selemnly, “you
deceive yourself; no friend, at lrast no
earthly friend, could rcnder you this as-

sistance;
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sistance; you must seek the mediation
of that Saviour who has died f?dyou—-
you must search the remotest. corners of
your heart—you must root out every
thought and w1sh which do not tend
to the glory of your Creator. Yet there
is another goint I would mention (here
his voice faltered); you ame now of an
age-which will probably point out to
you the expedlency of seeking a partner
for life. Elizabeth, you have been ever
so dear to my heart, that my own sisters
have not excited a nearer interest; this
will apologize to you for my inferference;
delicacy perhaps would, under avery cir-
cumstance, have commanded my silence,
had not the regard I feel for you over-
borne its dictates. « In your choice be
guarded; do not be imposed upon by
the idea of a similarity of feelmgs—let
your taste,’ sentiments, and views, meet
a partner who will respett them—who
will ngt outrage them, rather than ong
“who, parfaking én your own impassion-

’ ate
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ate chavacter, will cherish your faults,,
and incplge vc ar whims—your fancies.”

. He was going or;, but a servant, pro-
ducing & letcer for Elizabeth, interrupted
their conversation. He again apologized
for-his forwardness, and left her.

It is uimecessary to follow- Elizabeth
through the long train of feeling and
sentiment which succeceded this inter-
view ; as vsual, the counsel of her friends
made a deep impression; she couldnot but
perceive that Walter’s observation point-
ed at Ibermont; yet her heart clung so
closely to his idea—it was associated
with so many blissful vicions—it had
awakened so many rapturous emotions,
that to exclude it was beyona her hopes,
or even beyond her wishes; even the
thought seemed a libel on his love.

« Having dined (éte-a-téte with her fa-
ther, she returmed to her ovwn room,
. about
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.about which a bird was fluttering; hav-
ing relcased the little ciptive, fhe em-
bodicd the ideas this simple evetst created
in the fol]gwingvsonnet — :

-
Lgive thee thy freédom ; gofly

To mydove on t‘h'e' wings of the wind {
Go bear him affection’s soft sigh,

And fond wishes by friem'iship refin’'d ;

) And arrest, in its flight towards heaven,
While yet warmly it flows from my brenast,
The fond prayer for his happiness given,
Ere I sink in soft slumber rest,

And when night spreads her mantle around,

¢+ To my Elimund the tribute impart;; ©

That my form in his dreams may be found,
As his impge is grav’d on my heart.

[
To my Edmund, sweet bird, go repair,
*
And to him each fond wish from me beur,

CHAP.
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-CHAFTER IL

*
- ¢ Change is the lot of all.  Qurselves with scern,
Perhaps, slmll view whut now so fair appcars.
And wénder whence the fancied charm was bom,
Which now with viin despair fmm our fond grasp is
torn.”

Jappy in thine ignorgace,
Conld’st thou but sbun this heart-tormenting bane,
Be but content, nor daringly advance,

L
To mect the bitterhour of threatened pain. Psycue.

Surprises.

NornNe can better exempiify the va-
nity of all earthly pursuits, than review-
ing (he changes a few months sometimes
produce. In tracing the general history
of our acquaintance, the extraoidinary
clrcumsﬂanees which have octurred to

chequer
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chequer their lives make this truth very
‘obvious; but even in e;za;ninin/g them
individually, there are few. indeed
who cannot refer to a particular epoch
when the ndmber of unlookee-for events,
crowded into one short pefiod, gives to
time a duration, which, contrasted with
its rapid flight in the comifion course of
things, appears extraordinary and unac-
countable, and which adds to the misery
of the unhappy~—which gives new force
to the oppresslons of the discontented,
and which gives to uncertdmty the deep-
est pang.

This conviction flashed on the heart
of Walter Darnley with all its force, as
he sought the Lodge, so lately the resi-
dence of friends united by every tie of
sympathy and affection, for amid its
shades, he fyhcied he should regain.that
tranquillity which had déserted him on

Jbis retairn to his native village, He ine
voluntarily apprtached the door, which
' had
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had so often been thrown open at his ap-
proachy when Elizabeth had so often, for-’
getting the eold rules of politeness in the
“impulsesofa warm and affectionate heart,
Hlown to meet him. He again saw the
blush of pleasure manfling on her cheek—
again viewied the tear of joy- adding lus-
tre to her eye—again felt the pressure of
welcome, from her extended hand. - She
was gone ; but she had left a vestige of
that brilliant lmagmatlon he had so often
loved to contemplate, for on the pannel
of the door hetread the following lines:—

Stganger ! ere yet thy foot essay to press o
The threshold hallowed of this calm retreat,

Oh pause ! attentive to the varied joys
Which here have emangted, bright as love,
Esteem, and filial duty, could elicit.

In the sweet hour of youth, ere reasou’s ligtz
$hone to display the various ills'uf ‘life,
Gaily we sported on the daisied green,
(We the blest inmates of this happy homg)
Beneath the shelter of yon.spreading tres,
VOL. II. Cc Whesn
e
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Whose yellow branches droop'ing kiss the geass.
This was the reign of thoughtle'u happi ' ;
And long in memory’s world the time ghall live;
Yet, like the shadows of the evening sun,

These moments flew, und' in their ﬂ'l'qht have torn *
The sense of pleasures, never to return. '

But if the rgcollection of these joys -

Can rouse the heart from sense of preseatills,
How sweetly on the soul must pness the thrill
Remembrince gives of that bewihcbing"hour,
‘When my rapt sool awoke érom slothful ease

To all the joys of sentiment !

When iirst Imagination shed her rays,

Sparkling and bright, with every‘ varied hue,
Borrowed from love, and joy, and sympathy ;
Vhen Fancypdipt in colours, ran her peny

Anud gave to every object brighter tiuts ;

When feelingg of benevolent delight

Imparted to each form«that met my gaze,
Perfection.meant not for terrestrial things 1

The first h:igl.t view of life is past,
And never tp return. Yet memory long
Sha'l bover ronnd these visions of delight,
Andeever sucred to my heart that spot,
Which fwst such rdptusous emotions gave
- Te
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To cheer and glad each sense—where I'riendship first
U*rp'd her ggntle sway.

' Each virtue here

First grew within m breast—affection’s thrill
Here cliabtened first the laughing kours, and gave
The tear of pity and of tenderness. !

Strnn:gerz if more thou ask to wake thy heart
To purer contemplation of these scenes,
Loarn that the firmegt bonds fraternal fove
Ere form’d were "voven here ; nor sever’d yet,
‘Though various homes and different climes contain
The beings nurtor'd here in infancy ;

And as in death's chill hour the spirit flies

To greet and hover round the friends on eprth,
Who cheer'd its passage to the’world of blics,
So will the silent, contemplative hour

Be given by every inmate of these walls

To this the scene of avery youthful joy.

“Then perhaps her thoughts are now
meeting mine, and, like me, she feels a
regret that those moments, so endearing,

» 50 soothing, are gone.”

c2 He
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. He looked around him; the last rich
beams of an autumnal sun were gflding
the scenery which environed the shades
be was contemplating¢ not a breath dis-
turbed the tranquillity, not a Sound met
his ear, but what was soo'thing to his
soul—the hdrn of the reaper, fnade mu-
sical by distance—the hum Jfbusy voices
sinking into silence—the rusticevening
song faintly sounding across the shrub-
bery. It was such an hour as, tranquil-
lizing the mind, lifts it to its Creator,
and disposing it to the receﬁtlon of pious
meditation, seems, by refining the senses,
to dispose them to receive the truth.

“ Whatever, is, is right;” at least this
was its effect on thé heart of one ever
aunder the iimmediate influence of disap-
pointment : lus thoughts again recur-
red to the rapld transition of this twan-
sitory life. It was in the spring he
narted from Elizabeth, then under the,
influence of an ardent attachment to Ed-

mund



N
EDUCATION. 4

wund Demiont.  She was now the witee
of major Beverly ! Hoer father, inall the
gaiety of health, shaking himn cordially
* by the hand, had anticipated the pleasure
"with which he should enjoy the autum-
nal field-sports—he was cold and senseless
in his ggave. Frances, the beautiful,
blooming gisl, careless of cvery thing but
the enjoyment of the moment, was now
pining in a hopeless attachment to Auk-
land, the man Wwho had just escaped
self-itnmolation, after madly seeking plea-
surpamidst the hauntsof vice—the uhn e

aaw

zy of dissipation; whilst hissister, hisbelov-
ed Magilda, was now only emerging from
the melancholy resulting from the con-
sciousness of having bestowed her affec-
tions unworthily.—*“ And what then am
I,” he mentally exclaimed. “ who yet_
cherish in my bosom a love which will for
ever preclude the en_]oyméht of another?
Why not, by a vigorous effort, banish
Jrom my mind what cannot butgend to_
disappointment ?”

T c3 He
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He paused, for he felt to cease to
fove what was so beautiful, so cautxvat-
ing, was impossible; and he novy, for the-
ﬁrst time, determined that it was the
union of error and virtue in the person
of her his bosom cherished, which pro-
duced the fascination his heart had felt.
It was her impassioned chacacter which,
diffusing itself over her thoughts, feel-
ings, and manner, had given them a
charm, which rigid duty, or cold pro-
priety, could never restrain. But in mak-
ing this discovery, he feit that his faul¢
carried its punishment with it; for in
suffering his. imagination to impose on
his judgment, his happiness had received
a shock which could never be overcome.
He felt his error, and it added to his
humility. . He tremblingly proceeded
to a yet closer investigation of his senti-
ments; he teared to find that where
error had made such terrible inroads,
o, Built might intrude; but his anxiety
here was_calined ; there was nothing in

his
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his bosom which might not have found
entrari:e there, had Elizabeth becoine thd
wife of g brother; and yet he felt his

" fate to be entwined with hers; was she
“unhappy, e could never know peace—
was hér bosom the seat of joy, he could
then be tmnquil; he wouldethink of her
as one whosefaults must teach him to dis-
trust his own heart—whose enthusiasin
of virtue should instruct him to endea-
vour to attain the height her glowing
idcas had pictured as possible.

c 4 CHAP-
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CHAPTER IIL

# She neyer look’d so kind before )
Yet why the wanton’s smile ;.ecall?

'l've seen this witch’ry o'er and o'er;
"Tis holluw, vain, and heartless all?

Death—Vanity in Love’s Garb.

LreaviNG our young enthusiast to the
indulgence of his solitary meditations,
we will retumn to Elizabeth, whkom we
left, just six months since, in the enjoy-
ment of as much felicity as youth, health,
and hope, could be stipposed to impart.

This happy temper of mind was first
interrupted by the indisposition of -her
father, which, though trifling in itself

«acting =s itdid on a frame debilitated by
a course of dissipation, and inflamed by
intemperance,
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intemperance, soon assumed an alarming

appeafance. Her first effort was to send
 for her éhter Frances, who arrived only
<n time to.receivedis last breath.

Death is always awful; to the young
it is ternb'le Mr. Beverly, with all his
faults, was a fond and not an unkind fu-
ther. The few virtues he possessed were
prominent ; in the contemplation of
them his vices were forgotten by his
warm-hearteé children, who, in mourn-
ing a parent, lamented their only natural
protector and guardian. The event was
so sudflen, that Elizabeth® had no*time
to acquaint Mr. Linley, who, with the
attorney, was the acting executor of her
father's bequests. ‘She had now to ap-
prise himn of his dissolution.. e camece
immediately ; and the willbeing opened,
it Was found he had left his: property to
be equally divided between his threc
<hildren, Lucinda, Elizabeth, an¥ Fran. -
ces, after paying two hundred®pounds to

ch _ o ladv
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lady Worthing. This was not consider-
able; the very expensive style in which
they lived, the indulgences Mr. Be-
verly allowed himselr, had nearly swal-
lowed the income he gained by his marri-
age, and which nowwent to the maleheir.

The first burst of grief being over,
Elizabeth’s * thoughts wandered to Ed-
mund, to whom now she could alone
look for protection and consolation. She
planned the time that wovld elapse ere
he would visit her—she contemplated
the particular expression of countenance
with ‘which h¢ would approach hér—the
tones of his voice, modulated to a tender-
ness soothing and consoling, and he was
proportionally drawn to her, as she had
lost one who filled a portion of that
heart which.-was now almost exclusively
his — Oh yes, she should be happy—
she would devote all her time, till fate
* had destined her for his wife, with her
sweet friend, lady Worthing ; her house

had



EDUCATION. 35

had been so'frequently offered to her,
and s‘ie would be so much gratified tb
return the favours she had received from
* Mr. Beverly. Her income, though not
* large, woyld enable her to make an ade-
quate compansation for the trouble she

should occasion.

Her hopes in this respect were con-
firmed by the appearance of lady Wor-
thing, who came to sympathize with,
and adininister comfort to, her young
friends. Her manner was more than
usually seductive, and she seemcd to
study ;more than ever tQ wind herself
about the heart of Eh7a.beth wluch,
softened by grief, ylelded readily to her
influence. She passed the time of the
funeral with them; and promising to_
renew her visit, took a tender and af-’

fectionate leave.
On the following week, captajn Ben-

.net, who had left the neighbourhood,
. c6 called,
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called, and sought, by every attention
fa his power, to convince Elizabéth (to
whom he bhad always been fondly at-
tached) of the sincerity of his friendship
—his wish to be considered in the light
of one who tenderly esteemed her, and
whohoped fo meet from her 3 return of
the same sentiment, which he would en-
deavour to deserve.

Elizabeth answered* to these profes-
sions with rather more than her usual
prudence—that, situated as they now
wcre, they could not, consistently with
propriety, receive the visits of any gen-
tlemen, but that she would ever bear in
mind his attentive kindness to her, and
accord him the senfiments they could
not fail to cxcite.

He looked-disappointed, but said no

more. :

¢ 1}
Elizabeth now more than ever re-
. gretted
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gretted the absence of her friend Miss
Darnléy ; for the high spirits of Mr.
Bever?y,s though sometimes ill-timed,
* had certainly frequently contributed to
~cnliven thg solitude of the Lodge; and
in general his manneks towards her were
so warmlv affectionate, that she felt the
deprivation, ¢ven independent of the ties
of nature, which death had so suddenly
rent asunder. o

Lady Worthing now made her pro-
mised visit o the Lodge. Never had
she appeared so elegant, so captivating,
so agrecable. Her manners, carefully
modelled upon the Chesterfieldian sys-
tem, were mcllowed by the touching
warmth of nature, initated in a way that
no pen can describe, no language impart..

On the third cvening ofsher arrival she
prc;posed a walk to Elizabeth ; and whis-
pering Frances she wanted to gpeak to
‘Elizabeth on her attachment tQ Edmund, )

and
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and therefore would preter a téte-a-téte,
the latter excused herself from joining
the party;-and lady Worthing, taking
the path to the little wilderness, seemed
quite to have forgotten the subject she
purposed to discuss, so completely was
every consideration lost im the more
than sisterly love, more than friendly es-
teem, and almost more than lover-like
admiration, she professed for Elizabeth ;
and never were professions of regard more
welcometothe heart chilled by Edmund’s
neglect, who appeared to have forgotten
such an object as herself existed. She ex-
pressed, in the most animated language,
the pleasure she felt, and how much she
wished it was allowed her to prove m
any way her sense of.his tenderness.

“ My dear girl, were I to put these
professions to“the trial, would you then
not shrink from them ?” .

.- Never,” she cried, with enthusiasm.
“Try me; do ot depend on profes-
sions ;
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sions ; et my actions speak; 1 ask nos
more.”

*+ “And can you, Elizabeth, setting
aside the cpld maxims of worldly pru-
dence, dare to,think and act as your feel-
ings dictate ?”

“ Louxsa, ngy affection for you super-
sedes every feeling in my bosom but onc;
my life I could sacrifice to your happi-
ness—why then annoy me with doubts
so disgraceful to me and yourself?”

* Enough, any sweet girl; it is not
that I distrust your heart that I have
thus far hesitated, but the step I am
about t0 take is so in defiance to the dic-
tates of rigid propriety, that I was afraid
your youthful inexperiencé might star-
tle at it as heinous, when, in reality, it is
an action which virtue approves, and the
duty we owe to each other sanctions.
The affection I felt for sir George will,
I hope, in your bosom at least, who
watched its rise and progress, do away
any unpleagant suspicion which might

e arise
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Jarise there, when I add, that I came hérc
to-night to meet captain Bennet, 'who—

 Captain Bennct! yon méet captain

Bennet I cried Elizibeth, looking pale..

“ Ah, Llizabeth, I find ‘it was not
without reason 1 distrust ed your firm-
ness. It has, throutrhout lite, been my
misfortune to be dlsappomted when 1
looked for friendsLip.”

“ I have not deserved this; yetsurely
in an action which would carry with it
so much of the censuregof the world,
which my own reason disapproves, I
ouglt to hesitate—I ought to endeavour
to dissuade you from committing

“ Z3cfore you know my motive for
projecting such an_interview, you will
know how mucli resentment Bennet ex-
pressed when I first broke to him my
intention of gnarrying sir George. He
then vowed that I should never have the
lett ters he held of mine. Now his situa-
tion i life, exposed as he is to the taunts
of his brother ofﬁcus, the goadings of

his
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his own disappointment, and a thou-
sand otk.er circumstances which it is im-~
possible toeforesee, muy lead him, some
time or other, to display them. Now
theugh theve is nothing in these letters
wlnch, taken *in the exact sense in
which they were written, cowld tend at
all to eriminate me, yet there may be
many allasions which are liable to mis-
conception. I have repeatedly written
for them.” ’
“ You rcpeatedly write to captain
Dennet!”  °
«“ T mean—that is, I have written to
beg himgto return these lettars, and Li¢ has
uniformly refused ; but at the same time
Le has hinted, that in a persopal interview
he could refuse me* nothing. I there-
fore promised to see him to-night, and
what can you fear, Elizabeth ? you are
with me. Ilove my husband, and is
not that a sufficient safeguard ?”
Before Elizabeth cotld ansaver, cap-
. tain
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tain Bennet was in sight; and it is im-
' possible to express the horror. she felt
when she saw lady Worthizr g rush for-
ward, and throw hgrself on his bosom,
exclaiming, at the same time — Oh
God! and do I see you again ?”

Captair: Bennet turned pale, and trem-
blingly staggered bencati his burthen,
and the tears rolled down his checks as
he gazed on her—“Oh ILouisa,” at
length he cried, “you have ruined your-
self and me! My peace of mind is irre-
coverably gone; and yours

“ Oh,” she cried, despairingly, “ mine
can now be found only in the grave ”

“ For Heaven’s sake!” cried Eliza-
beth, whose, feelings were outraged by
this violation of <eclicacy, virtuc, and
every principle so sacredly appropriated
to the female heart, “for Heaven’s sake,
recover yourself ! remember you are a
wife, and that the arms which surround
you aze not those of your husband.”

“liven thougi thathusband is the mnost

= delicate,
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delicate, .the most kind, the most attach-
ed of frignds, I shall never see him again ;-
and wouldwou tear him from me ?”

" Captain Bennet then said—< Miss Be-
wcrly, leavesus for a few moments ; I
hope to be enabled to sooth and calm her.”

Elizabeth threw herself on one of the
scats that had so often been a resting-
place for her ; and, scarcely able to sup-
port herself, she welcomed its support.

She had .not yet reccvercd from the
surprise the unexpected conduct of lady
Worthipng had awakencd in her bosom.
Immediately after her pointed declara-
tion that she loved her husband, to give
such unequivocal tcstimonies of her de-
votion to another, and that other the man
she had herself rejected for her husband !
Elizabeth knew not yet the influence
of either ambition or vamty Had the
Gallic emperor laid his kingdomsat her
feet, with the liberty *to choese from

among
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among his slaves for the man who should
share them with her, she wouldjhave re-
jected them with disdain, even with only
her present hopes of making the objelt
of her affection the partner f her future

life; and could only a smile have gained

her the devotion of the most fushionable
beaux, she would not have moulded her
lips to its magic influence, cargless of ad-*
miration while Edmund loved her. She
had never for one moment doubted but
that sir George was passionately beloved
by his wife; much less, fdeling ac che did,
could she conccive that the scene which
had so much shocked and wounded
her feelings, had been revolved in the
mind of thig accomplished actress ever
since her determinuation to see captain
Bennet, which determination had oe-
cupied her mind from the time she
heard he wa% recovering the tranquillity
her mamage had robbed‘him of, and in
the smil's of a young and beautiful hej:-
ess, was seeking*a consolation for his early
diszppointment.
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disappointment. She well knew his
heart; she well knew that to regain her
empire over” it, she need only feign the
*Joye he had once believed himself in pos-
session of: T say believed, for the heart
of a coquette. in reality, feels only what
administers vo her vanity, never in pos-
session of those’strong feelings which are
“always origginally united with-generdus
and noble sentimgnts. She had yet
taste enough to admire their expression
in others, and skllfulness to apply them
to her own purposes, when their display
did not interfere with the elegance she
always deemed an indispensable requi-
site in her appearance. A fainting fit
was an admirable appendage to the gra-
ces ; for the languor 1t indicated served
admirably to display the graces of her
really-elegant person. To gn hysteric
fit she had no violent objection; because,
though in its practice the countenance
must be distorted, the contortions® into
which the whole figure Was thrown al-
lowed
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Jowed it to be hid; and immediately
after the sentiment it had excited was
over, every thing was restored to its ori-
ginal state, and the countcnance was
again placidly canable of the smile which
usually graced it. But to weeping shehad
an insufférable aversion ; it bestowed nei-
ther delicacy nor elegént pensiveness ;
arid the swollen eyes, inflamed cheeks (to
say nothing of the irreparable mischief it
occasioned to the colours with which she
loaded her face), she deemed, made very
little amends for the display of feeling it
indicated. She did, indeed, sometimes
apply her cambric to her eyes,and then
a heavy sigh or two, and a piteous ad-
juration of “ Oh Heaven! or even
something more sacred, called quite as
much attention,

Flizabeth, deeply revalving the events
of the evening, and vainly endeavouring
to scoount for a conduct to which she
could find no clue, heeded not the lapse

‘ of
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of time, till approaching footsteps occa-

sioning Yher to loek up, she perceived”
the captaiti-and lady Worthing waiting

for her.  She arose in silence ; but each

taking a.haad, thanked her in the most

animated, the ‘most soothing language,

for the kindess she had shewh them.

In consequence of her earnest enttea-
ties, captain Bennet immediately left
them, but in partmg said to lady Worth-
ing, -emphatically—* Remember!”

« Oh, do not-fearme '™ she added, and
they parted.

[ ]

A silenee of some minutes succeeded,
which was broken by lady Worthing
making an observation on the beauty of
the evening.

This was quite unheede.q by Eliza-
beth, but awaKening from her reverie,
she eagerly said—*“ And have you pro-

cured the letters ?” .

“ Not
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« Not the letters, but the promise of
*them;” and she added, “ I much fear
my best friend will condemn. ‘me, when
she hears that I have promised to-mor-
row night to receive them fiom Bennet.”
“Ol, Louisa, for Heaven's sake, pause
ere you piunge down the precipice, on
the brink of which you now tremble !

“ My dear prudish sister, what is it
you fear? you will be with me.”
¢ * No, lady Worthing, 1 have already,
by my presence, sanctioned one inter-
view; I cannot meet captain Bennet
again with you.” -

* Cruel, unkind Elizabeth !  Oh,” she
cried, taking her hand, “ by all the care
and attentipn which I devoted to your
youthful and yet: unformed mind—by
all the love 1 ever bore you, I entreat
you to accompany me to-morrow night
—=See him 1 riust; I have sworn it: By
your comnpany you will prevent another
meetmg—you will save me from woyse

. - than
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than death—you will shield me from
the workd’s disdain.” ‘

“ Could-I but save you from the con-
sciousness of acting incorrectly, what
would I nots venture ! but I can clearly
comprchend that a meeting now will
but make y»u more anxious tJ see again
the being who%as influence enough over

*vou to make you forget what is due to’
yourself, your husband—your,pupll,” she
continued, the tear glistening in her
“ her whoin your precepts first taught
to love virtue—to love virtue for its own
sake.”

« Oh,e Elizabeth ! God ferbid that I
should in any way contaminate that
mind, so pure, so guiltless! no, rather
let me meet the disgtace I merit. And
yet, what virtue is outraged—what de-
corum violated? 1 see capjain Bennet
as a friend—as one I have, deeply in-
jured. He asks it of me as a balm to
his wounded feelings. I injure fio one
—my husband's peace can nevér be im-

voL. 1. °* D plicated
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plicated—hc can never know of this
* step.” ’

But it is useless 4o follow her through
all the subtle arguments She.advanced
to persuade Elizabeth t6 be her compa-
nion on the following evening—it is suf-
ficient to say she consented.

The afternoon of this day Frances
’md devoted to a sick neighbour; the
JSriends, therefore, at lady Worthing’s
intimation, sought the wilderness almost
immediately after dinner; and when
there, Elizsbeth, taking a bock which
captain Bennet had prepared for her,
sought thecherinitage, and endeavoured
to fix her mind on its contents; but it
would not be—the tranquillity of the
liour, interrupted only by the breeze
sweeping through the trees—the'place,
the scene of so many bewitching remem-
brances, and v‘vhich she was now onthe
point of quitting for ever—all disposed

: ‘ her
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her h?rt to melancholy; and the cop-
sciousness of the impropriety she was
sanctioning did not contribute to height-
en her spirits.

Her thonghts then reverjed to Ed-
mund; but gven this subject afforded
nothing to cheer her. His conduct seem-
ed to evince that he had forgotten her.
He had indeed teld her it must be wrap-
ped in mystery—he had pledged him-
self to unravel it to her as soon as he
was at liberty—he had called on the
Father of the fatherless to witness how
truly Be loved ber; but yet it was not a
moment to assist the soothings of hope;
she found the necegsity for exertion, and
sat down to pen the following lines :—

Oh! why are the pleasures that s#face us here
8o light and inconstant, so vuin €nd so fleeting ?

F’en while joy claiis a smile, sorrow sanctions the

* tear, o

£
Like the sgn.shine of Aprilin dark clouds retreating.

D2 . So
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. So like the first blush of the morning, that #hrills
To the sensitive heart with enrnpturmt, p{cnsure—
Like the first dawn of love, which dollglxttull_y fills

‘The bosom of youth—a dangerous treasure.
()

L]
So like the bright gleam of the meteor at night
Swift darting thro’ gloom, vivid brightness disclosing,
Then in darkness withdrawing its ¢ rencherous light,

Lsaves a desolatve shade in the valley reposine.

JLike the gay dream of bope lightly Leaming on youth,
>

So enchanting to view in its fanciful splendour,
Which beneath the stern glance of inmutable truth,

To air all its glorieus visions surrender.

"Tis to tell us that happiness, sought for belgw,
Ever shuns the rude glance of the victim of passion—
That this earth js a path strew’d with sorrow and woe,
Man the pilgrim who- journeys, but memit’igun—

passion— -

That felicity 'biles in the regioas above—
That resignd we must bow fo the mandates of
Heav'n—
That o;xr God is a father who chastens in love, <
Who demands our assent to the rules he has giv'n.

She
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She had just made a rough copy of
this, mid was reading it over, to make
the correstions she thought it required,
*when she was mtermpted by the hasty
entrance of captam Bennet. She looked
up with pleasure and surprise, not ex-
pecting they would have voluntarily
separated so soon.

He placed himself beside her, and per-
ceiving how she had been employed, be-
gan a flattering eulogium on her talents.
—=She made no answer to his compli-
ment, but inquired for lady Worthing.
—He replied, that lady Worthing had
purposely given him this opportunity of
making a request to her he trusted she
would not disregasd—that she would
sanction by her presence his interviews
with lady Worthing.

But thouglt he adduced” every argu-
ment passion or sophistry could wdduce,
to wring her consent t a measure her

. ‘D 3 rcason
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reason and her henrt alike disapproved,
tkough he threw himself on hi§ knees
to obtain her consent, she was inflexible.

At length, to terminate a conversation
really distressing to her, she proposed”
seeking lady Worthing; Jbut she was
not in the.wilderness; and Elizabeth
surmised, to avoic interrupting a con-
versation so interesting to her, she had
sought the house.

How would every emotion of her soul
have been called into action, could she
have understood that Edmund, he whose
absence she had so bitterly lamented,
was her co'npamon' but she found her
alone; and I‘ritm.es arriving at the same
moment, prevented the events of the day
being discussed.

The time nbw approached for the or-
phan sisters to leave the residence which
had hitherto sheltcred them; and this
separation, the fir& they had ever known,

« weighed
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weighed heavily on their spirits. Frances
had fougtd a honme in the kindness of
Mr. Linley; and Elizabeth, in confor-
mity to lady Worthing’s often-repeated
wishes, paid a visit fo her, till the actual
amount of her,property being ascertain-
ed, might enable her, in cqnjunction
with her sisteg Frances, to take some
steps preparatory to their resndmg tqoge-
ther.

Of Edmund Dermont she had never
heard: no message, no inquiry of her
health, nothing that could evidence any
degree of intercst in her concerns, had
escaped him. As it was not the com-
mon romantic sentiment talked of by
school-girls, and depicted by novels, that
filled the bosom of Elizabeth, her per-
ception of this unkindness was not dis-
sipated in words, but it liifgered in her
heart—not wasting her spirits, but proud-
ly rousing them. She had never told
her love—he had never asked.the con-

D 4 fession.
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fession. Had he betrayed any doubts
on the subject, so perfect was hdr confi-
dence in his affection, his truth, his ho-
nour, every feeling of her heart—that
heart which beat but for him—had be¢n
discovered to him ; for such was the na-
tural frantness of her generous nature,
that she would to him, her soul’s chosen
inmate, have breathed every sentiment.

“To wean him from her memory was
impossible—he was associated with every
action, however trivial. The form of a
cap, the eolour of a ribband, the arrange-
ment of a curl, were all regulated by the
preference he had shown; and since her
acquaintaneq with him, the cultivation
of her mind had been more than ever
attended to; for Edmund had said, ﬁe
hoped, when he married, his wife wauiﬂ
be superior Yo him in mental acqiire-
ments; and never had she displayed so
much .ability as since this confession
escaped him. Fo make herself a com-

@ ¢ panion
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paniop for Edmund, what a stimulus
to exertjon!

Had she been Ieft entirely to her own
reﬁectlons, the strength of her fine un-
derstandmg, and the delicgte reetitude
of her moral perceptions, would have
assisted her to subdue a passion she could
not overcome. 'The undertaking would
have been arduqus, .but its accomplish-
ment would have been noble—it would
have been worthy the ardour, the enthu-
siasm of her character. -

D5 CHAP- -
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CHAPTER 1V.

Vain are the seenes of death, the pains ’of prayer,
Spll mewory hives, still Abelard is there.
Fains of Memory.

Not that the blush to wooger dear,
Nor paleness that of maiden fear,
It may not te. Lady of the Lake.

teresescnans

Is all the council that we two huve slar'd,

The s:ster vows,cthe hours tlat we have spgnt,

Wkheun we have chid the hasty-fuoted time

Yor parting us, ph! and is all forgot ?
SHAKISPFARL,

wr

i
" Treacherous Friendskip—Treacherous Love.

\
Ix Fir Grove, the residence of sir Gedi‘ﬁ.;e
‘Worthing, Elizabeth, for a time, met
*every attention. She almost forgot the-
caresses and parting tears of her beloved
Frz‘mces.
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Franges, or rather, she thought of them
but to draw her yet nearer to her heart.
Every week did she receive a letter from
her sweet and amiable sister, and every
‘week tooR from her an answer, dictated
by the most generous aﬁ‘ectxon and ar-
dent fnendshlp

But this calm could not-last. Tady
Worthing was too fond of admiration
to suffer a “ rival near the throne;” and
Elizabeth was a rival boasting too many
attractions of mind and person to be to-
lerated ; and finding every effort which
woulde have engaged hef an accessary
in lady Worthing’s interviews with eap-
tain Bennet umavailing, ‘every artifice
was resorted to, and'every means sought,
to render her abode cc  fortless, without '
permitting a complaint o1y her part, or
enabling sir George to discever what was
so unamiable in her character.

She hated Ehzabeth, and she had now
DO v ah
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an opportunity of displaying her batred
in its fullest extent, for report had given
Mr. Dermont to Miss Byron, as an ac-
cepted lover. 'This furnished a never-
failing theme for tarture. She‘began the’
conversation one morning at breakfast,
when sir George had left honre early, on
a party of pleasure.

“ 8o, I suppose you have heard that
your old flirt is going to marry Miss
Byron ?”

. “Indeed! she has then, at length ac-
ccpted his apologies.”

“ I knew not that he had any occa-
sion to make any, for report says that
she has for sdme time been attached to
Mr. Dermont.” -

Elizabeth’s blood seemed all to have
flown from her heart to her face #nd
neck, which avere crimson—< Mr. Der-
mont marry Miss Byron ”

“ Oh yes, my dear! you know there
is plemty-of money; and men now-a-

' . days
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daygscldom forget that is a necessary
appendage in these expensive times. 1
am really sorry to discover, by your agi-
. tation, that you have not yet forgotten
the fine speeches he made you, without
any meaning—mere commgnplace com-
pliments,which every man of fashion has
ready prepared for every girl he meets.
But yéu will know the world by-and-
by,” she continned, smiling; “ and I
think the time is not far distant when
you will regret having refused major
Beverly—now his father is dead, his
estate is worth having.”

“ Indeed,” cried Elizabeth, seriously,
« I can never repent not having united
myself to &8 man so_entirely dissimilar to
me in manners and in mind.”

And here the conversition, much to
the relief of Elizabeth, was interrupted.
She sought her chamber, thatshe might
at leisure ponder over. the intelligence
she had just received. Now then femi-

nine
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nine delicacy, pride, and prmclple all
united to command her to expel fnom
her heart an inmate who sought ot the
pre-eminence he held «there. Yes, the
sacrifice should be. made—sHe would
never indulge in those delightful reveries
which had him for their object—she
would abstain from all those pursuits
with which he was most intimately as-
sociated—she would lay, aside the books
he most approved, and relinquish the
appropriation of sentiments from any
-casual study which might have received
his praise. In music her fingers should
abstain from the airs they had danced
together, or the songs which had been
applied to theif situation—in writing she
would no longer endeavour at the attain-
‘ment of that style he more particularly
admired: butethe difficulty of the effpwt
to be made appalled her, and she-was
compelled to summon all the dignity of
her nature to repgl the idea, that by cons
tinuing to hun her affection, she should

. njure

3
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injure ko one human being. No one
had a claiip on her heart ; why then con-
sign it to that death of feeling -which
maust follow_a renurnciation of his idea?

Never had Elizabeth seen lady Wor-
thing so uriamiable as during this day.
By turns her ingenuity in tormenting
was displayed in cutting sarcasms and
contemptuous innyendoes. To complete
her discomfort, some delay had arisen
respecting the marriage settleinent of her
mother; and this rendered it highly pro-
bable that she could not command even
her own'little independencé till her sis-
ter Frances became of age; and at night
she sought her pillow with a sense of
wretchedness she had never before
known.

She was at length, in every way but
that which would have been least per-
plexing, told by lady Werthing that her
house could no longer be an asylum for

her;
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her; and in the manner in wlAch this
intelligence was communicated, her trea-
cherousfriend seemed to study that which
would be most distressing.

Elizabgth’s eyes were at length opened
to the character which had to her so
long beamed highly in all the glare of
false sentiment and refinement. Her re-
collection ran over avery circumstance
occurring in her memory, which had
given to her mind the fatal bias that had
involved her in so much perplexity.
Every event, now that it was considered
uninflucnced by prejudice, spoke of the
deceptive powers which had so imposed
on her innocence. .

The veil was at length unftrawn, but,
oh God! what a prospect met her view!
the world, which to her lively imagina-
tion had so long bloomed a perfect pa-
radise, now seemed a forsaken desert,
without pleasure, withoutvirtue, and

destitute
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destitpte of any attraction to compon-
sate for the heavy disappointments she
had recéived. Forsaken by her lover,
deserted by her frignd—she too to whom
the would have sacrificed her life, and
whose dying words would have breathed
rejoicings that she could so Imve yielded
up her soul! Where now could she look
for sincarity ? She almost deprecated ta-
lent, as the mark of a bad heart; and
she endeavoured to fortify her mind
against the intrusion of other misfortunes,
which she calmly decided were in store
for her; but to any that yet might hap- '
pen she deemed herself invulnerable.

Here the image of the gentle and
beauteous Franceseobtruded itself upon
her mind; and the tears which Ler own,
distress had never elicited, now bedewed
her eyes, as she contempla’ted her in the
situation she filled at this moment, alive
tp the same insults—annoyed by the

same unfeeling selfishndss,
Her
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Her meditations at length were inter-
ruitcd by the servant, who delivered
her a letter.  She opencd it hastily, und
clancing at the signature, found it was
trom major Beverly, couched in terins
of submissive but sincere love, and con-
cluding with an offer of his hand and
fortune. '

In what a moment did this arrive!
Elizabeth shuddered #s she read. Of
all her admirers, the major was the last
who could have fascinated her imagina-
tion; yet of all those who had bcen
offered to her acceptance, he was the one
whom her judgment most approved.
But hitherto her affections had been so
arbitrarily under the influence of her
faney, that the touch of his person, the
pressure of his hand, was avoigéd as if
they would communicate contagion or
death. Her eyes were dverted as he
rosc to take her tea-cup, or assist her
with her eloak: 4nd at the tones of his

voice,
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voice, as obtruding on her ear in expres-
sions of Yriendship or regard, the chill
of disdain®thrilled on her heart.

*But that dheart was now agitated by a

variety of emotions too complex for her-
self to define. The major was moral
and religious,owell-informed, and pos-
sessed of all the minor virtues to rerder
domestic life agrceable; but then his
person was plain ahd awkward, his man-
ner, ufrbrightened or unformed even by
the society of the offcers to whom his
appointment in the militia had intro-
duced hjm, were vulgar; byt of his love
for herself she could not doubt—it had
been evidenced through years of hope-
less coldness, which ber manner towards
bhim had displayed; and how deceptive
the graces were, her own s.ensatious at
this mnoment convinced her._

Jn marrying the major she secured to
herself a protector—she Securedsa home
for
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for ¥rances. Edmund would %erhaps
then dwell on her former love fof him—
he would be nettled, for he’ would at
least pereeive her attachment was of a
nature to be overcome—he -would per-
haps repent his neglect of her; and she
must thert banish him her heart, for it
would be ¢riminal to think of him when
she had plighted her vows to another.

How inexplicable 4re the windings of
the human heart, and how difficult is it
for even the most clear-sighted to ascer-
tain the motives which govern its ac-
tions! Elizaheth, in pondering over the
reasons which should influence her in
the importart decision she was about to
make, would not acknowledge that the
last idea with her had any weightjawhen
it was the goveérning principle #f her
conduct; and she took her and
wrote an implied consent to her lover’s
wishes, if he continued to desire her ac-
quiescertee after”having heard all she had

to
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to adviifee; and then, as if fearing her
own firmpess, hurried on her cloak,
and advanced to the post-office with the
letter.

But as she paused on the threshold of
the door, something whispered she was
doing wrong, ‘and reason said, « Be not
precipitate.” She would listen to its
voice, and would ge through the church-
yard rather than the direct way, that she
might have time to attend to its dic-
tates—and its dictates were to give some
time to consideration; and she would
obey tltm ; but she saw Dermont across
the street—he was engaged in conver-
sation, but his eye glanced’towards her,
and fell on the letter which was in her
hand. She felt as if that glance had
conveyed to himn its contents; and an
impulsive pride again confirmed her wa-
vering resolution—she committce the
letter to the box; and ,captain, Bennet
joining her at the same moment, she

accompanied



w0 EDUCATION.

. . "
accompanied hin to the door oi a cot-
tage where a soldier's wife was sick, and
saw Edmund no more.

The major, immediately on the receipt
of her letter, mounted his horse, and gal-
lopped over to the Grove: FElizabeth
saw him from the wmdow, and a chill-
ness, as of death, came over her, and
gave its hue to her, face. She would
have left the room, but she feared her
power, and she dreaded a discovery of
her agitation to lady Worthing. Her
reeollection returned, and with it a por-
tion of sclf-command; and when he en-
tered, no sign, save the crimson glow
her cheek assumed, announced that she
had any interest in his mlvahj’

The majdr betrayed none of that ar-
dent joy which might have been suppos-
ed to characterize a man on the point of
obtaining his most sanguine wishes; on
the conm had Lhzabeth looked at

him,
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ll'ill'l,'iﬂ.le would have read in his counte-
nance nothing more than the quiet coin-
placency it generally assumed when in
her presence.

Her feeligs were acute in the ex-
treme, and bitterly did she Tament the
precipitancy ‘which had hurried her into
an answer she now considered as inimi-
cal to her future happiness. But though
shie ¢ould thus in her own mind trace
all the variation of sentiment and gra-
dation of suffering, she had determincd
her manner should be free from them
yet welien the moment ®arrived which
was to decide her future fate—when she
found hersclf alone with the major, and
heard his acknowledgments for the letter
he had that day received, her reason re-*
sumed its full cmpire; and as she re-
flected she had now gonc ¢a0o far to re-
cede, all the native dignity of l}er cha-
racter seemed roused, gnd evey her lan-
guage was elevated, as she begged his

a¢tention
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attention and patience while she por-
trayed to him the various emot)ons of
hor heart, from the time she had first
known his love.

‘We will not follow her in her view
of the incidents which had marked her
life, and the feelings they xcited in her
bosom. She unfolded them all, even
the change in her prospects, and her in-
terest for her sister Frances, which had
assisted to fix her determination.

She paused for a moment, but receiv-
ing no answer, continued—* From the
tenor of this discourse, you must per-
ccive that I -do not love you. Indeed,
I do not think I fe€1 for you affection
enough to become your wifgemg have
even acknowledged my prefagiiic
another; but if you still thihk your
jmppiq::ss can only be ensured in this
way, I am ready to fulfil my promice
8 become your wife.”

Neither
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Neither disappointment or pleasure
was marked on his countenance, as he
declared, so firm was his reliance on her
virtue, sense, and gandour, that he did
not for a moment hesifate to accept her
hand under every circumstance ; and that
he did not,fear but a very short time
would erase frum her heart any thoughts
of another. )

Having éxpresséd his hopes, that an
early day would ensure the happiness he
was anticipating, she agreed, on that
day month, to meet him at the altar,
but detgrinined, before that¢ time, not to
see him again; and expressed a wish,
that no intimation of the approach-
ing union might tfinspire. They in-
tended, immediately after the ceremony,
to set off for Bath, where the major Lad
a house, and from thence .to spind a
month in exploring the beauti}s of
Wales. )

vor. 1. °* ¥ Tvery
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Every thing being thus deciddd, Eli-
zabeth found her heart much lighter
than she had known it for some time:
her destiny was now, fixed; and though
even her imagination could not throw
around it the brilliant halo which had
once brightened her view ,of life, and
lent its charm to every- change, her
mind, engaged in the contemplation of
the new and arduous dutics she would
take upon herself, aequired energy in
proportion as the day approached‘which
was for ever to separate her from him in
whom was centered every thought of
happiness. -« “

She now very much wished for the
society of her sisterFrances ; but as she
did not choose to make lady Werthing
acquainted ywith her engagement till
within a few days of its being completed,
she o\}ould fix on no plan likely to ac-
compksh her wishes; but the attentive
kindness of sir George Worthlng pro-

. cured
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cured.:'or her this indulgence. Observ-
ing on the cheek of Elizabeth a tear, as
she folded a letter she had just received
from the dear girl, he inquired of her
health? .

 She is well,” said Elizabeth; « and
this tear was ouly called forth By her ten-
derness, and reiterated wishes to see me.”

“ And,why docs she not come oOver
then?” said sir George; “ I hope she
understands that vur housc is always
open to her as well as to you, Eliza-
beth.”

“ Indeed,” said lady Worthing,  she
very well knows I wish her to consider
it in that light; but she goes into such
strange socicty at the Limleys, that I
apprehend she has*mo enjoyment .for
ours.”

“ We will try her, howeyer,” said sir
George; “ for I will go in_my curricle
for her in the morning.”

Hours, days, and weeks, rollé away,
* E2 . till
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till that arrived which was to um
zabeth to major Beverly.

Frances had anxiously watched her
beloved sister; and if a sigh'sometimes
escaped her, its effect was ‘almost imme-
diately lost in some lively sally; or if a
tear trembled in her eye, the expression
of countenance which succeeded, rather
declared it to be the solemnity of the
rite she was going to partake, thap any
latent regret which occasioned it.

Lady Worthing was overwhelmed
with regret aad concern, when rhe un-
derstood how Elizabeth was going to
throw hersclf away; but she agreed to
meet the party at Bath, on their return
from ‘W ales.

"

Thursday was appointed for the ecre-
meny,  On the Wednesday evening the
major #erived, apd he had been preceded
by a beautiful sclection of pearls for the

. ' bride,
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bnde,!who excused herself from seeing
him on tbat cvening.

She shut herselfsin her chamber, and
Frances pdssed a sleepless night, as she
contemplatedthe events of the morning,
which she feared would be dlstressmg,
as she knew the exquisite sensibility of
Flizabeth, and was well assured e.very
feeling of her heart revolted from this al-
liance;; but when *she sought her room
early on the following day, and viewed
the smile which graced her countenance,
and the blush which flushed her cheek,
as she aeccived the tearfal kiss which
Frances brought, she almost persuaded
herself that she had been deccived, and
that Elizabeth, in thus uniting herclf,
would be happy:; and even lady Wor-
thing, in the trembling stbp, the vary-
ing colour, and timid resesve of Eliza-
beth, could discern only the beputiful
modesty which adds pew cha/ms to
youth and innocence.

’ E3 » In
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_In her dress Elizabeth had ratlér con-
sulted the views of others than her own
taste, which would have led her to ap-
pear in her usual mdrning habthents,
she had not, however, lost mght of that
elegant simplicity which’ distinguished
her person; her robe and bonnet were of
white sarsnet, almost entirely covered
by a veil of the most delicate lace—white
satin boots completed, her dress.

Lady Worthing, Elizabeth, and Fran-
ces, went in sir George’s chariot, and sir
George and the bridegroom followed.
Frances had provided great storé’ of vo-
latiles, for she was sure Elizabeth could
never go through  the marriage cere-
mony, even with the man of he#éhoice,
without that powerful sensatiorfwhich
must procure a temporary forgetfulness.

But Frances had never studied the.
human<heart; and least of all could she
enter into the feelings of a heart moulded

: ; as
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as wa¥ that of Llizabeth. In meeting
at the altpr the man who had called forth
all the sensibilities of her nature, the
thrill of happiness rushing through her
frame, and pervadiag cvery faculty,
would have rendered her quite unequal
to sustainsthe awful ccremony which
was to deternine the colour of her fate;
but now'she thought not of herself; she
had given herself to another—she had
vowed to love him—she must constitute
his happiness, and he believed she pre-
ferred another—she must then overcome _
those emotions which seem to appertain to
such ar occasion,lest lie should deem them
given to an object she was now bound
to forget; and the tremor Which marked
her motion, as she Wapproached the altar,
was soon lost, and a composed, dignified
screnity sat on her brow; and when
the service was over, and* she received
the congratulations of her {riends, not a
téar escaped her.

E 4 CHAT-
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CHAPTER V.,

ﬂ“"""‘w
.
II-aven doth with us as we with t.orc?xes do,
Ny light themn for our-elves; for if our virtaes
Did nor go forth of us, ’twere all alike
As if we had them not. Spisits are not finely touch'd,

Bat to fine issues. SHAKESEARE.

Motives for Duty—Sources of Ilope.

THE little toir into Wales wasca great
relief to Klizabeth; while pausing on
the romanti¢, bLeautiful, and sublime,
everywhcre obtruded on her, her mind
was again elevated to the enth
she fancied sle should never agaigin
—her taste -was gratified—her® spirits
were spothed—and she felt relieved from
that c&taut strpggle with feeling whieh
had been so oppressive.

«

~ They
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'I:‘ney spent about six weeks in their
wandermgs and much as Elizabeth had
been gratified, she felt rejoiced to find
herself again at her own fireside. Their
"house w%s large apd convenient, and
their door was soon thronged with visi-
tors; and,now Elizabeth found the want
of some judicious friend, to point out to-
her the different characters now obtrud-
ing on her acquaintance, as it was far
from her intention to enter indiscrimi-
nately into the visiting and amusements
of the place. She however succeeded
in drawing round her a select and social.
circlg; for much as she mow disliked vi-
siting, and its necessary attendant, cards, .
she found the major attached to both—
she made a sacrifite of her own inclina-
tions to his wishes, and found for this
little sacrifice a reward, in the satisfac-
tion resulting from a consciousness of
having done her duty.

In fact, her character had “received a-
4 ES transfqrmation,,
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transformation, which, to those uﬁable
or unwilling to trace the impulsive feel-
ings of the heart, excited astonishment.
The wild, visionary ygirl was changed
into the judicious, prudent woman; the
animated grace of her manner was now
modelled into sober dignity, and the
impassioned playfulness which had lent
such an attractive charm to her'cenver-
sation was mellowed into a chastened sen-
sibility, less fascinating, but more inte-
resting. Her pursuits were also widely
.different; her music was entirely dis-
carded—its touch, in spite of her efforts
to the contrary, immediately, with the
force of magic, carried her back to those
scenes she now endeavoured to erase
from her memory. Poetry, whicliihad
constituted so much of the plesfiife
her life, was %lso thrown aside;¥or its
strains, when breathed even in the cause
of virtue. tended but to soften and ener-
vate tht mind.she now sought te
strengthen.  Her reading was now of

T ' the
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the 'm.oet instractive nature; and her
mind, whica had, before her marriage,
been beautifully impregnated with all
that was enchanbmwly lovely, was be-
‘come fintly stored awith what was esti-
mable. '

In the chdracter of her husband she
discoveted little to admire; and as she
found it impossible to lavish on him the
enthusiasm she had once known, she en-
deavoured entirely to repress its expres-
sion, and contented herself with apg
proving what she was not obliged to
eondemn; yet she had®sometimes the
mortification to find all her sweetness—
those attentive kindnesse$ so calculated
to smooth and atﬁeliorate‘the cares of
life, which she lavished on him, and
which, by an effort of mind, she would not
allow herself to think pamful, repressed
by a demeanour cold and chilling in the
extreme. It was this which, gave the
pang to her heart—it was this which
EG deadened
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deadened the lustre of her eye, and gave
debility to her frame; he indeed upposed
none of her pursuits, but hls coneur-
rence in themn seemed the effects of in-
difference rather than approval. Naturé
had marked a difference in-their charac-
ters, whicl prevented the play of sym-
pathy—that union of soul and sentiment
which can alone give happiness to the
married life.

On his wife major Beverly had lavish-
ed every sentiment of esteem, admira-
‘tion, and love, he was capable of feeling;
but his heart.was alike unacquainted
with that strength of attachment Eliza-
beth was so calculated to inspire and to
demand, or that delicacy of aff
*which might have supplied its ﬁ
her sensitive \bosom. She pined®in se-
cret; and that haughty sclf-sufficiency
which had once formed so dark a shade
in her auaracter ,was now so much sukh-
dued, that a tear would somctimes be-

) ' trav
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tray - the sense she entertained of the
slights ‘sl‘1e now experienced ; and this ex--
pression of grief brought forward every
mark of attention dt was possible for him
to shew, tll her grief was soothed, when

he relapsed dgain into his charactenstlc
indifferencg.

But the constant agitation of her spi-
rits, and continued warfare with her
feelings, could nbt be supported, even
by a constitution strong as was that of
Elizabeth; and it was on the bed of
sickness that she received a conviction,
which, was balm to her heart, that she
was indeed beloved by her husband.

The most unremitting attention was
now lavished on her for a fortnight,
during which her life was bronounced in
danger; he never quitted her bedside, and
her convalescence was expedited by the
eonviction that she haq not sacnﬁeed the
dearest feehngs of her heart to a man in-

sensible,
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sensible or careless of the offering. * But
a new, a dearer care was now pl@truded'
on her—one which, in her dreams of
youthful happiness, * imagination had
sketched in such lively colours, that the
felicity promised by even love itsclf
seemed lost and obscured inthe brilli-
ancy, this emitted; and it"was with the
most poignant feelings of delicht that
she became convinced she should soor
become a mother. ’ §

- Here then was an object on which alk
the sensibilities of her nature could be la-
vished ; she shéuld no more feel that ach-
ing void her heart had known—she should
no longer drag on a life, the vietim of
feelings undervalued and misunderstood ;
in this, the object of her cherished ho es,
she should fthd a constant occupat?i
Oh, with what care would she watch the
unfolding its infant mind! she would as-
sist in the develepment of its ideas; and,
oh! how carefully would she root out the-

‘ embryo
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embryo_sceds of those passions which
had beemso inimical to her happiness!

. She 1OW saw butlittle of her husband;
yet she felt not hers 2 cheerless solitude,
though little enlivened by company, for
every ideaswas engrossed by the con-
templatmn of’ the moment she should
become a mother. Now she felt the
full value of Matllda’s friendship, for
now, dn writing to her, she could pour-
tray every emotion of her heart, for they
were such as reason approved, virtue
smiled upon, and religion sanctioned—
emotions in which no offe was so well
calculated to participate as Matilda.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VL

GO PRGNSO IS SISO

Sume feelings are to mortals given,
With less of earth imthem than imweu H
And if there be a human tear,
From passion’s dross refin’d and clear,
A tear so liopid and y» meek,
It would not stain an angel’s cheek,
"Tissthat which pious parents shed.
Lady of the Luke.

Kruition of Hope. v

TiME hastened onward, and Elizabeth
became a mother. Every hope she had’
cherished, every regret she had indulged,
every disappointment she had known,
was now forgotten, as she pressed to her
bosomt the little claimant on her affec-
tions; powerfu] and varied as had been
the gonsibilities of her nature, she had

: ‘ yet

ca Y
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yet experienced nothing ‘o equal the
sentimeh} now engendered—too pure to
be derominated a passion, too powerful
for a mere affection, she felt as if lan-
guage warfted an expression to convey
in one word® the ecstatic tenderncss
which bearged on her soul; and as she
presented the? smiling innocent to her
husband; she felt as if a portion of the
love she bore towards the child was asso-
ciated so closcly with the idea of the fa-
ther, that he had shared, without less-
ening, its claims on her heart. .
Never had the major appeared so esti-
mable as when caressing the little Fran-
ces Matilda, for her infarttine beauties
called forth that display of affectionate
solicitude which Elizabeth had in vain
endcavoured to awaken; fit secimed to
have given a charin to his existence he
had never before known; and the anima-
tion which sparkled in his eyes, and the
expressions which deuoted lis joy, were
' + given
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-given in a tone of rapture his wife had
never heard him assume, so. universal
are the claims of Nature, and so exqui-
site are the pleasures which her unso-
phisticated dictates impart.

Could T have borrowed. the pen of
Elizabeth, which displayéd, in the most
animated and animating colours, the va-
rious employments, reflections, and emo-
tions, then called forth, and with.which
she now delighted to amuse her friends,
I should be tempted to communicate to
the world the expressions of joy and
tranquil pleasure the superinten@ance of
her little charge elicited, in the hope
that the few fashlonablé mothers who,
insensible or indifferént to, the duties im-
posed by the maternal chatacter, commit
their infants Yo the charge of mercenary
nurses, might, from dwelling on the en-
thusiastic picture her glowing fancy has
given, have bgen tempted to endeavofir
to awaken in their own bosom# a conge-

. . mial
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nial sentiment; for while the arms en-
twine a heing, owing its very existence,
the perfection of its faculties, its happi-
ness or misery, to she exertions of a pa-
rent, she thust own a heart cold indeed
who can willingly forego the exertion
of that chamcter

But how 1mperfect, how transien€, is

the glow of human happiness! and how
feelingly did Elizabeth acknowledge this
truth, as her medical attendants declared

she must not herself attempt nourishing _

her child; but all their expostulations
were wain—the infant was at her breast,
and not for ten lives would she sacrifice
the pleasure she then experienced, till
a malady seized hér, which, endanger-
ing the child’s existence, compelled her
to resign her intention. But now the
romantic enthusiasm, so long obscured,
having been again awakened by the
emotions attendant on the maternal cha-

racter, burst forth, and she-vehemently
declared,

.
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declared, that precluded the pleasure of
performing the duty materna}/fondness
had rendcred so exquisite, no hireling
should usurp the loye she considered as
her unalienable right; and to gratify this
caprice, the health, even the life, of her
cild wa$ risked; but Frances Matilda
was a strong baby, and notmthstandmg
evégy disadvantage, grew under the re-
gimen her mother insisted on superin-
tending.

Her attendance on the duties of the
" nurscry was so unremitting, that she re:
linquished all society, except thaf, which
she could obtain after her charge had
sought its repose for the night; and then,
if she had no engagement alwoad with
the major, her sitting-rgpm was usually
filled by a few select or literary friends,
whose conversation either united the un-
reserve of confidence with the beauties
of science, or was confined to that dis-
B&ay of dffection or esteem so grateful to

‘ the
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the feelings; or if alone, pursuing the
‘paths of‘science, which ennobled and
erlarged the mind, while they ren-
dered it more capable of the task
which hope pointed aut as that which
would delightfully fill her hours, at
the same fjme it gave a continual
source of pleasdre, in contemplating the
improvenrent she trusted would follow
her close attention to the education of
her child.

It would be delightful and improving
to follow such a mind as Elizabeth’s
along the tranquil, rational pleasure in
which it was now indulging; and to the
moralist it would perhaps hate furnished
.a-matter for reflectioh, whether a charac-
ter modulated as was hers, and changed
by circumstances, not from' conviction,
would have recovered its original tone,
or have gone on progressively improv-
ing, till age having damped the fire of
enterprise, prevcnted any farther advance.

It
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Tt is a subject which would allow a wide
field for digression, as her situdtion was
again to experience a change as rapid,
and not less extraprdinary than that
which was effectel by her marriage.

CHAP-
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CHAPPRER VIL

laaaadad ol o e d

“ Who that lives
Hath not his pértion of ealamity ?
Who that feels cup baast a tranquil bosom

------------

The sweetest rose wijl wither, while the storm

Fusdes the mountain thistle, Mgzs. RopINsoy.

) semscveanrssce

Be life or death, what so betides, -
The state of virtue never slides.
Ancient Poems.

Reverses— A Journsy,

In the system laid down by Elizabeth, .
for the regulation of her conduct in the
marriage stete, that of undeviating, un-
limited confidence was the; one most
strictly enforced; and never for a single
instant did she deviate from this rule;

. not
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not only every action, but every thought,
thus passed in review before her Ausband;
but even in this instance, the motives
which led to this confidential intercourse
were either not syfficiently anderstood,
or not sufficiently attended to; some-
times she' had the mortification of find-
ing her auditor asleep im the midst of
heF communications, at other. times it
was interrupted by some smiling sar-
casm, or again broken in upon by an in-
different topic; and never could Eliza-
beth draw from him a reciprocal unre-
serve.

On the subject of his income he was
invincibly silent; in vain she led to a
theme, which, since the birth of her
child, had become highly interesting—
no communication followed; she was
supplied, even lavishly, with moneys
and she had only to admire any elegant
or expensive piece of furniture, to have
it conveyed o her room; common re~

port
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port gave him fifteen hundred a-year,
and his pirticular friends believed his in-
t~.me doubled the sum specified. Their
establishment was expensive, and had
many useless appendages. She had once
or twice ventured at a remonstrance on
these subjects, but it was received with
so much asperity, she did not venture
to renewit. She was therefore much
surprised by his abrupt entrance ane
morning into her dfessing-room, with an
open letter. Theagitation shenow wit-
nessed, and which was so unlike any
thing she had before seen, alarmed her;
and going towards him, ske cagerly in-
quired if -any thing unpleasant had oc-
curred ?

s Unpleasant " hé exclaimed, “ why
Hartrop has failed! and he has just taken
my rents and other monies to the amount
of three thousand pounds !”.

« L.am much concerned !”

# Concerned ! I must set off for Lon-
don directly.”

VoL, IL. r ¥ For
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“ For London, my love! to what pur-
pose?”

« It is there the statute of bankrum
is executed.”

He then proceeded to give orders to
forward the execution of his purpose ;
‘and taking an early dinnet, proceeded on
his journey.

Though Elizabeth‘did not apprehend
any lasting inconvenience from this loss,
she was yet much concerned, because she
found it rendered her husband uncem-
fortable; but in the cares of her nursery
she found a resource whicl'she felt would
buoy up het mind in greater troubles
than those she now dwelt upon, and the
loss was for%otten

‘The major returned from Londons
he now appeared calm; but he had no
hope of recovering any part of the pro-
perty his attorney had held. In afew

. _ days
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days he received intelligence of the loss
of a vesstl, in which he had been tempt-
€ to holda share. These circumstances
prepared Elizabetli for the embarrass-
ments which followede; and she had now
the mortification of holding thg monthly
accounts she had been in the habit of
discharging, vhsettled; and her observa.
tions now led her to conclude that she
had overrated the major’s income. Her
expostulations with him were received
with no better grace than her former re-
monstrances had been, but he assured,
her that the losses he had sustained,
were they doubled threeor four times,
would necessarily occasion no difference
in their expenditure ; witll this declara-
tion she was obliged to be satisfied,
and voluntarily deprived hersclf of ma-
ny indulgences she had hitherto cnjoy:
ed, rather than receive money from him
under his present embarrassments. Her
sensations may therefore be better ima-
gined than described, when a friend of

F2 the
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the major’s came forward, and informed
her, in the gentlest terms he copld com-
mand, that there would be an executigp.
in the house before night.

Horrorstruck at this intelligence, Eli-
nabeth seemed for some time to have
lost every feeling; motion and speech
wéFe alike denied her, and she was alive
only to the faculty of suffering; but a
painful effort recalled her to herself—
“ Why then does nat the major provide
against this? with his landed property
‘unentailed, he might certainly raise
money.” Her.friend was silent, Qut his
looks certainly expressed no motive for
consolation im this suggestion. My
God ¥ she cried, - what more am I to,

-learn? O, sir ! you have undertaken”
this task—go* through with it, and tell
me what I haye to dread I

“ My dearest madam, be composed,
and I will tell you every thing. I have
undertakén this office, and I must ge

¢ through
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through withit. When major Beverly’s
father djed, he left landed property to
4he amount of fifteen hundred a-year,
with some interest, in shipping. Upon
€xaminatidn, my friend found this pro-
perty deeply mortgaged — subsequent
losses have completed his ruifl.”

“ Oh, cruel!—oh, my child! my-in-
fant!” -

In this idea hen grief amounted almost
to suffocation; but she shed no tears;
she uttered no further complaint; and
thanking her friend for the manner iff
which he had sustained, the unpleasant
office he had undertaken, she begged
him to go to the major. .

She retired to her own room; she felt
the necessity for exertiod, and she en-
dcavoured to tranquilliz¢ her mind; she
would look to Heaven for relief; but,
alas! she felt not the consolation in her

F3 * prayers
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prayers she had been accustomed to re-
ceive, for, since her marriage, the beauty
of morality had so imposed on her imsa-
gination, that discarding all idcas of a
propitiatory sacrifice on the part of the
Deity in the person of his Son, slie re-
tained the name, with few, very few, of
the doctrines of Christianigy ; she dwelt
wss on the necessity of prayer than on
the efficacy of thanksgiving. It was the
religion of prosperity,.of a proud mind,
alike unfitted for adversity or a humbled
spirit. She now remembered her vaunt-
ed boast of the dignity of the human
character, and she determined her for-
titude should not disgrace her cause.
She sought ber infant, and found from
its smiles occasion ta strengthen her in
the peculiar frame of mind she now en-
couraged—* Yes,” she cried, “for your
sake 1 will sustain my trials with forti-
tude; and as thy passage through life
will, it is highly probable, be marked
’ with
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with, difficulties and sorrows, thy mo-
ther’s example shall at least serve as a
Jesson to thee.”

* She now sent a message to her hus-
band ; the word sounded harsh to her
ears ; the expression brought #o memory
the idea of a protector —a superior,
whom she might “ reverence and obey+”
Was it possible to reverence one who
had condescended to such dissimula-
tion ? — Could she obey one who had
ruined her child? Her marriage vows
recurred to her—she had taken him for
betteg, for worse; these had been volun-
tarily uttered; all that she could do,
that she would undertgke. DBut obh,
bitter thought ! nothing could malke her
feel that she could do otherwise than
despise—whom? her hugband! the fa-
ther of her child!

. But though these thoughts passed
through her brain with the rapidity of
¥ 4 Lightning,
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lighting, her nature was too noble to per-
mit her to “ bruise the broken reed.”
He was now probably friendless; she
would adhere to him, would sooth him
in trouble, and cherish him dn sorrov.
Much as she had studied his character,
bitterly ac she had felt his insensibility,
she was not prepared for thé total dere-
Liction of feeling he now exhibited. He
met her outstretched hand with his
usual coldness towards any action ex-
pressive of sentiment, and spoke of his
affairs with openness, but mentiened
¢hem as irremediable; and glanced to-
wards his involvements in the same way
he would have done had his wife ‘assist-
ed in making them. He told her his es-
tatemust go to the hammer—that he had
hopes when he got to London, whither
he must immediately hasten, to secure a
sum of money due to hid, with which
he would secure a passage to the West
Indies, where he would endeavour to
procure an appointment—and that the

. most
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most portable articles in plate must be
acked, to secure them from immedi-

afe want.

. “ And what is to become of me and

of your child ?” *

“ Oh! you have friends whe will take
care of yore till-I get into employment,
and then I shall send for you to come, tn
me, should I be enabled to survive the
effects of the climate.”

“ And when do you go to town ?”

“ Immediately ; if the plate is not se-
eured, it may be taken from us.” Saye
ing this, he quitted the room.

Every sense seemed nowy lost in that
of astonishment. ,That any man could:
contemplate the ruin he had caused with
the indifference Beverly displayctl, was:
morewonderful than even thedire change-
which had occasioned an. opportunity
for the observation, on the point too of
quitting her and the child perhaps for
ever. Hep heart, formed for the social

. ¥5 *virtues
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virtues and finer affections of our nature,

could not analyse the causes productive

of such apathy, and she almost feared a

stupor, approaching to insanity, had pro-

duced effects which she could not but de-

plore, theugh suffering herself under op-

posite impressions. Ieeling thus, she

«qnld not justify herselfin suffering him
to undertake such a journey alone ; she

would accompany him to London; but

her child! How could she quit it ?—

how lose the consolation its innocent

smiles would convey ? To take it with
her was impossible ; she could not risk
its health, and subject it to the inconve-

niences attendant on such a journey;

and this was no time for hesitation; she

must decide immediately. The sacrifice

should be completed ; her duty should

“alone direct her—her own feelings were
entirely set aside ; she must not indulge

them; shemustratherstrive to strengthen

her mind, to steel it against any further

claims on her fortitude. She sought her
' husband
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husband—she explained to him her in-
tention$—his heart was softened—* Eli-
“mbeth, I have not deserved this;” but
lmmedlately relapsing into his own cha-
racter, proceeded toetell her, that as it
was necessary for him to be off immedi-
ately, she .had better, early on the fol-
lowing mommg, join him at the next
post-town, and from thence proceed in
the mail.

We will pass over the feelings which
in turn warred in the bosom of Elizg-
beth, as she viewed her child, wrapped in
the atms of sleep, as her tmemory hurried
over the events of the last four-and-
twenty hours, and, paused on the dismal
prospect before Her; and seating lher in
the mail, leave her to the,indulgence of
her thoughts, uninterrupted by her com-
panions, except an old quaker, who bu-
sied himself in making every arrange-
‘ment for her comfort in his power ; the
other passengers were a girl of about six-

: ¥6 + teen,
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teen, apparently entrusted to his ‘care,
and ar. old lady, deaf and dumb.

-

The sweetness of thabeth s disposi-
tion led her, though absorbed in her sor-
row, to make suitable acknowledge-
ments for hls friendly attentions; and if
her person no longer boadied that ani-
mated bloom of health and happiness
which the beginning of this tale describ-
ed as so captivating, 'her sunken,, yet
still-intelligent eye, her pallid cheek, and
the fragile delicacy of her slender form,
];ossesscd claims on the bosom of sensibi-
lity or benevolence, not easily resisted.
The quaker confessed its influence, and
secking to draw her from the indulgence

of hier melancholy, reldted several stories,
exhlbltm g traits of the sect to which he
helongcd. Having thus speceeded in
drawing her attention, he next proceed-
ed to spcak of the peculiar tenets which
characterized the fiiends. It was just
such a character as was most likely to

' draw
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draw Elizabeth from the contemplation
of her sorrow ; but a tear, called forth by

“am infant the age of her I'rances Matilda,
was more soothmg'to her heart than even
the consoﬁttory voicesof kindness, and its
tones were assumed by her ¢ompanion,
though higaccents were not niodelled to
words professing consolation.

“ T'hee seemest to love that child—art
thouwa mother?”*

“ T have one the size of this, and the
laughing archness of its blue eyes resery-
bles the one you see.”

¢ Bt must surely be particular business
which, called thee from a charge 50 seri-
ous.”

“ Be.assured a panO' so heavy as the
one I felt at parting fromp it would not
have been lightly encountered.”

« Perhaps thou hast lost some friend ?”

- Her silence gave a check to his curio-
sity, but it was not extmgulshed and
. « when
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when they stopped to take some refresh-
ment, the appearance of the major, who
* was on the box with the coachman, gawe
to it an added gzest. °At any other timne
she would have been amused at the cha-
racter thus exhibited; the harmless cu-
riosity, sterling informationy fid-fad at-
tention to trifles, and genuine kindness,
forming a curious association.

Having gathered that she was tomake
some stay in town, and had not yet pro-
vided lodgings, he offered his services
and assistance in any way that might be
uscful, and at the same time gave her
his card, and told her he had a wife and
daughter, to whom he would introduce

her.

‘With a presentiment of scenes of trial
when her husband should have left her,
Elizabeth felt this kindness thrill to her
heart; it seeined to her as if Providence'

had thus raised her up a friend to chear
' .and
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and “sooth her in the hour of sorrow;
and though her reason could not sanc-
“tidn the feelings she now cherished, her
bosom glowed with them; and when
her aching head rested on her pillow,
after breathing her thanks to ,the Giver
of all goods they hovered round her pil-
low, and~gave to her wearied eyelids re-
pose, and a temporary tranquillity to her
frame.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIII.

Fhis is the state of man—to-day he pgts forth
The tender leaves of hope; to-morror; blossoms,
And bears his blushing honeurs thick upun him ;
The third day comes a frost. SHAKESPEARE.
Oh happy state ! resembling death,
Why is your halmy stupor lown?
©Oh, why restore a wretch's breath ?
For I can only live to moura.,  The XMourner.
. a
Association of Ideus the grand Source of Plea-
sure—Qflicers of Justice—.A Prison.

SHE arose at what would have been call-
ed at Elmwell a very late hour, but at
the hotel where they had passed the:
night, it was ‘' deemed unfashionably
early.

Elizabeth had never visited London;
and
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and the peculiar frame of mind with which
she now encountered its wonders, cer-

-tainly did not contribute to raise her ad-
miration. 'Whether it was this, or whe-
ther it was that her lively imagination.
sketching the picture, added charms
which reality eould not sanctioh, I know
not, but certainly feelings of dislike,
amounting to disgust, attended her resi-
dence there,

As their object was concealment, they
took lodgings in the neighbourhood of
Finsbury-square: as it was impossible t8
announce to any of their friends in town
their arrival, they expected to find some
diffieulty in settling themselves; but
having paid the week, for which they se-
cured their roows, in advance, they were
put in quiet possession of fhem.

Elizabeth now began. to think the
time very long since she had heard from
her faithful Bertram, in whoge charge

she
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she had left the child,and therefore beg-
ged the major would inquire at the house
where the letters were left, and was-
made easy by an accpunt of her darling’s
health and spirits.,

Bertram proceeded to .state that they
had scarcely quitted home, ere ‘an exe-
cution was entered ; she had, however,
succeeded in securing her and the child’s
clothes. From the major she alsolearn-
ed that there were one or two writs out
against him.

Deeply alarmed at this intelligence,
Elizabeth entreated him not to venture
out of the house. But he was deaf to
her entreaties; and her fears made her
his constant compamon in his rambles,
and she started if any one crossed the,
street suddenly.

Elizabeth found inm her En&ady that
sort of Tawning obsequiousness, more
hateful
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hatefyl than any thing to a truly noble’
mind. As she had brought no servant
with her, it had been stipulated that the
landlady, whose yame was Williams,

should find attendance. On the pretext
of other engagements Tor her servant, she
frequently pushed herself into hér lodger’s
apartments.

On the Sunday morning, after having
removed the brepkfast equipage, she
made a great bustle in sweeping the
hearth, &c.; and, after many unsuccess-
ful efforts to introduce a cenversation, sh®
said, ¢ The catholic chapel is very near
us, madam; and, if you wish it, either
Sally or I will shew you the way.”

“ I have never infleed heen present at
their ceremonics, and at any other time
might perhaps have been afnused.”

“ Never at the chapel! are you not
then a papish ?” .

o “ A papist! oh no! How came sucl
a supposition across your brain®”
.. “Why,
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“ Why, madam, ’tis easy enough to
see you are in disguise, and that my
husband said. He says, says he, Harriet;
do you mind and pay attention to your
lodgers, for they, is people’ of conse-
quence; and so, ma'am, I thought so
too; and when you put on_your beads
and your veil, and when 4 found you a}-
ways so melancholy, 1 thought (oh, ma-
dam, pardon my boldness!) that you cer-
tainly were a nun, and were doing pe-
nance for running away with the gentle-
man who is with you; and, ma’am, Mr.
‘Williams says he is sure you are very

young.”

Elizabeth «smiled at these surmises,
and she gave her companion some credit
as she made these observations. Her
dress, indeed, scemed to favour the sup-,
position. She had selected, ‘as # travel-
ling-dress, a black kerseymere gown and
wrapping cloak ; and as she saw no com-
pan), she had consulted her own feelings

w lxcn
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when.within, and her cloak was laid
aside, wrapping herself in a dress mus-
lin veil, which she felt concealed her
face and figure from observation; for
the melan®holy which now oppressed
her made her shrink from the world,
and she would indeed, with lier child,
have welcomedl, a retreat such as that
her hostess had hinted at. 'To this dress
she had mechanically added her jet
beads and cross, which she usually wore
at home, as the major admired the effect
on her figure, and her little Frances
made them an amusement.

Every hour now brought added grief
to Elizabeth, for every hour seemed to
place the major farther from the appoint-
ment he felt so sure would await his re-

quest. Of the friends he had relied
upon, some were out oftown; some
were so engaged with business, they
oguld nqt see him; and ethers had no
interest. But the eold reserve of his

gcharacter
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character did not now desert him; his re-
sources were not extensive, but he had
a perseverance in their application which
almost promised to ensure success.

Elizabeth had one evening been vain-
ly endeavouring to persuade him to
change his lodgings, and he retired to
bed almost displeased with the vehe-
mence she had displayed in support of
ber advice. ‘She had,chowever, received
a letter from Bath; her child was well
and happy, and she sunk late into a re-
pose, which was so sound, that it en-
croached on thuir breakfast-hour. Their
apartments (they had but two) were on
the first floor; the sleeping-room,
through the sittingroom; and their
bed standing near the door wiich com-
munieated with the latter, she “%vas<
awakened by strange voites in the ad-
joining room, which were followed by a
thundering at the door, and a- demanﬂ
for admittance.

' The
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The major, starting up, demanded to
know vho was there? and was answer-
~ed by the landlady through the keyhole,
desiring madam no¢ to be frightened—
it ‘was only’ a little writ against Mr. Be-
verly, for twenty or thirty pounds.

“Oh! what is to be done?” cried
Elizabeth, in that bewildered tone which
gives to reality the semblance of fiction,
and she almost persuaded herself her fears
had conjured up a frightful dream to an-

_noy her. .,

Befgre the major could answer her,
another demand was made for admit-

oo :

“You will wait till I pm dressed,
.when I will join you——you: cannot come
into my wife’s sleeping-roath
. “Damnall that! ’tis yo wewant so
open thedoor, or, we shall ‘be compelled
to force 1t.”
“ Force
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“ Torce it at your peril,” cried the ma-
Jjor.

The words were ro sooner out of his
mouth than the door was indeed forced,
and three men rushed in, the foremost
with his drawn sword.

Elizabeth stretched her arms to her
husband, and, giving a loud shriek, sfink
senseless on the pillow. He flew to her,
and, amid the curses of the men at hav.
ing kept them waiting, succeeded in re-
storing animation to her.

But he felt alinost sorry that she was
restored to reflection, so poignant yas
the expression of grief and despair writ-
ten on her gountenance, as she viewed
the group surrounding her; and heard.-
their threats ifs the major did net imme-
diately accompany them—* Oh, tdke me
with you '—Do but take me with you!
—Oh! tell them I am among strangers

—and
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—and whatcan I do here alone ?—Pray
 take me with you " and she grasped his
hapd with a vehemence which rendered
it difficult to unleose it ; and when they
hiad brokén her grasp, with the quick-
ness of lightning she clasped her hands
so firmly round his neck, tha.t, in un-
loosing her tloki, they tore the skin from
the finger which touched her ring,
while her shrieks echoed round the
house; she was .in strong hysterics,
which were continued till she was
quite exhausted ; and then a stupor, re;
sembling the effects of a large dose of
laudanpm, shut out from her the cares
of the world. Baut, alas! she recovered
to them too soon, though, for a few mi-
nutes, memory refused her aid to dissi-
pate the confused vague sepse of - misc-
Iy, amounting to horror, which presscd
on her heart; but the dreadful scene she
had sustained canje across her brain,
wjth every attendant circumstance, with
VOL. IL G a Clearncss
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# clearness which convinced her it was
a dreadful reality she dreaded. .

Her landlady soon appeared, and
pressed her to take some rétreshment.
She desired to have some tea, and beg.
ged her assistance to reach the sofa in
the next room. She was vexed at
the little fortitude she had displayed;
the state of suspense she was yet in was
torture—her husband was in the hends
of bailiffs. She would go lmmedla.tely
Ao his attorney—perhaps he might de-
tect an error in the writ. The thought
gave her strength; and calling p hack-
ney-coach,she sought the man of law, who -
‘promised to' search out the major, and
attend her assoon as he had found him.

.
Somewhat easier in her mind, she re.
turned to her lodgings; but the idea,ef
passing the night here was dreadful
1'0 her; & thousand fears were, conjured
up
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up by her imagination to torment her.
The master of the house: she had never
seen ; its mistress was that sort of cha-
tactera generous mind finds it so difficult
to'tolerate; every spetjes of low flattery
ahd eunning, united to an insatiable cu-
riosity, were conjoined in her person.

But there seeh'\ed no alternative; she
must not give way to unnecessary grie-
vances—the real evils of life were sur-
round’ng her—shé must seek support
in herself—she must exert that reason
which was given her for her assistances
and guide.

About five Mr. Bevil the atforney
called, and proposed escortmg herto the
spunging-house, where her husband had
been earried. It was but & short dis-
tanee, and she therefore agreed to accept
his protection, and proceeded on foot to
the place. She was shewn into a little,
dirty room, where she found' the major.
For some time she wept without speak-

¢ 2 g,



124 EDUCATION.

ing, but summoning all her fortitude,
she listened to his plans, which were, on
the following day, to proceed to the city
jail, whither he desited his wife to join
him for two or three days, when she
might proceed to the country, and to her
child.

Mr. Bevil had suggéted a removal
to the King’s Bench, but as he was ap-
prehensive of detainers, he thought his
present residence less likely to be disco-
~ered.

Elizabeth réturned to her disconsolate
habitation, but sleep had fled her pillow,
and she arose in the morning feverish
and unrefreshed, and impatiently await-
ed the let'er which was to summon her
to share with her husband—a prison.
Having busied herself in packidg inén,
&ec. for the major, she was ready 1o obey
his mandate, which the hasty note she
read contained. .. It informed her he was

‘ then
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then going to the prison, and desired her
to join him immediately. Having dis-
charged herlodgings, which the landlady
had been careful tq apprise her were en-
gaged, aiM would be entered upon im-
mediately, and: packmg her luggage
into a hackney-coach, she foufld herself
at the door'of No. 9, Giltspur-street; but
no porter awdited her entrance. She
proceeded along a dirty passage; and en.
tering a stone rqQom, inquired for Mr.
Beverly.

The man, having scarcely looked B
her, pointed to a heavy door, with an
iron grating, and laconically said—
“ That’s the way.”

-Having demanded admission, after
some little delay, she found herself in a
large paved court, up and down which se-
veral men were walking, andabroken con-

ersation, intermingled with curses and
bursts of laughter, met herears. Shud-

o ¢3 dering
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dering at the spectacle before her; she
turned to the man who had opened the
gate, and uttered her husband’s name.
-He carelessly said—*Oh, the last comer,”
and directed her to a flight of stone
stairs, while one of the noisy group, hav-
ing on a Velvet cap, crowned witha gold
tassel, advanced, and with an imperti.
nent freedom offered his services. She
turned from him without speaking; and
mounting the stairs, applied to the door
to which she had been directed for ad-
mlsslon It was opened by a man, hav-
ing in his person every appearance of
squalid wretch¢dness. He desired her
to walk in; and as she stepped forward
for that purpose, she found herself in a
spacious room, almost filled with men,
bearing in their appearance strong traits
of guilt and poverty. Starting from the
notice she had drawn on herself, she @
caped through the door, while oneaﬁx
men cried out—* Oh, com§in; we arp
not felons«—only poor debitors.” Hdv-
ing
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ing now slipped a shilling into the hand
of him whohad opened the door to her,
she begged to be conducted to Mr. Be-
verly He made the negessary inqui-
ries, and dhe followesl him to a room in
a different part of the prison, where
she found him employed in Writing to
his attorney. | He proceeded to tell her,
that the priso'Nwas now so full, that it
was impossible to secure a room to him-
self; of course, that it could afford her no
accommmodation—that shemust therefore
immediately return to Bath: and hav-
ing proceeded to the Exeter coach-office,
was mformed that every inside place
was engaged.

What could she*do? To return to
her lodgings was 1mpossxb}e and stran.
,ger as she wasin London, where should
" she find a shelter even for the night? yet
her delicacy had always revolted from
mounting even the dickey: of a private
carriage, how then should - she support

a ¢4 the
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the fatigue and terror which a seat.on
the box of a mail must produce? But
there was no time for deliberation ; the
clerk was waiting her answer; he’ saw
her distress, and said—* Ther¢ are three
gentlemen and one lady in the coach;
perhaps they may be induced to admit a
fifth; at any rate, I will,make the ef-
fort” She thanked hiwi for his consi-
deration, and paying her fare, returned
to her husband. .

Having, in her absence, secured a
room from one of the turnkeys, he pro-
cured for her some tea, which, after par-
taking, she proceeded to the coach-office,
and found that the clerk had made good
his promise, and had secured the consent
of the gentlemen for her admission into
the coach ; but the lady would not,sub-
mit to the inconvenience; shg was there- '
fore compelled to mount the box; but
the coachman, as he assisted her to as-
cend in‘a rough.way, assured her she

need
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need not be afraid, as he haq Promiseq
Mr. Grey, the clerk, that he would take
as miich care of her as if ghe was his sjs.

G5 CHAP.
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CHAPTER IX.

WS S Ir PP b

_ Or wherdiore trace from what slight cause
Its source one tysant passion draws,’
Till mastering all within? a "
Where lives the man that has not tried,
How mirth can into folly glide,
And folly into sin? " Bridal of Tricrmain,

Iy following our heroine through the
many changes with which the period of
her life we have been detailing was che-
quered, we have quite lost sight of those
personages, with whom, though closely
united, the events we- have been detail-
ing had little reference; and first, as we
bave been tracing in her pgfon the mi-
series attendant on a fatal indulgence of
the passions, or, rather, the folly of fbl-
lowing the first impulses of fegling, in.
stead of jistening to the dictates of rea-
‘ - v son,
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sor; we would now call the attention
of our readers to the female, scarcely
egual in those intellectual and personal
qualifications which were in Elizabeth
the sourde of so much admiration ; yet,
by the advantagesof early « Education,”
were plaeed so much more advantage-
ously for application, that they became
sources of happiness and honour.

We left Matilds Damley suﬁ’enng
acutely under an act of imprudence,
which her youth and ignorance of the
world would perhaps have excused, or at
least.hwe mitigated tg a venial error.
Not so her own reflections; in dwelling
en what had so mearly proved the ter-
mination of an acquaintance from which
she had once sugured so mych happimess,
she was led severely to' condemn what
eould, to an unprejudicedanind, scarcely
have been deemed an agt of coque-
gry. The xash, ungowem‘able passion,
which had led’ Aukland to ai attempt

- G 6 . whichi
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which had so nearly completed his eter-
nal ruin, at once weaned her heart from
his influence; but in thus extirpating
her love, every principle or affection
upon which love is founded, apfpeared to
have received a shock which ne time
could rectify, no circumstance replace ;
and she seemed to consider it a right
her conscience must démand to sub-
mit to the self-inflicted penance of never
more indulging a tenderness more ani-
mated than friendship for ‘any human
being ; her affections, misguided as they
had been, should never again have the
power of misleading her judgment, but
should all be directed to the adoration of
that Being, through whose infinite mer-
cy she had been saved the hewror. of
knowing heyself the cause of ¥wicide:
and ‘though his mandates should be so
equally diffused among the mass of her
fellow-creatures, that their general good
should be estimated, not her own indivi-
dual lu;&pmess and it was not suffici-
. ' ent
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ent .that she should so far overcome her
feelin%s to appear cheerful—that she
oply owed to society; she must also be-
come so—that sheowed to Heaven. She
iwould ndt endeavour to erase from her
mind the recollection of what_ had pass-
ed; those scenes only which might
enervate her amind should be forgotten
—those mom.éhts which love and confi-
dence winged with delight, they must
be abandoned ; bat the reflections which
followed a discovery of the want of re-
flection, of religion in her lover, must he
brought to her view.
[ ]

- Having given up all idea of forming
a union, which might, by calling her
attentions to a fantily, have given occu-
pition to her time and thoughts, she

felt that to be a useless member of so-
ciety, without any pursuit leading to a
determinate purpose, would be degrad-
ing herself, like the unprofitable * ser-

vant,”
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vant,” who buried the talent entrusted
to him.

Having no fortune to devote to pur-
poses of benevolence—no rank to sup-
port, she, determined to enter into some
respectable family, where, by superin-
tending the educatiorr of the younger
branches, she might ‘esfentially benefit
society, and aid the views of Heaven.

Amongst the friends who occasionally
a'ded to the family cirele at Mr. Levi-
son’s, was sir Edward Euston—a hus-
band and a fatker. In him were united
the manmers of the most polished gen-
tleman, with that simplicity of heart,
and singleness of character, for which the
gospel furnishes sucha beantiful nedel;
every action was the eoffspring oftpro-
found morality, governed by. the Fwst
lively faith. Sedneed by the youth,
beauty, and immocenee. of his wife,

he
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he had taken her from the bosom of
obscurity, to share his heart and ele-
vatgd situation in society. Her temper,
amiable and gentle, assimilated with
thie habits ‘of those with whom she asso-
ciated ; and having no very corregt idea of
the precepts of religion, and no very de-
finite opinion ef the rules of merality,
had bent submisive to the mandates of
the fon, and entered with avidity into
every circle where pleasure holds her
court, uncheeked by prudence, and al-
most unheeding the rules of propriety,
By degrces her husband was slighted,
her thyee sweet girls neglected, and her
domestic duties forgotten or diszegarded.

All that a fatherscould de, was done
by sir Edward for his children; but
he had, other claims on his thme, and to
consign them in these hourd $o servants,
would have rendered his attentions of
but little avail ; but to resigm them en-
tirely into the hands of a female and to

o a female
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a female educated for the purpose.of ac-
complishing her pupils—the thought was
frightful. But how could he, who went
little into society, select a woman fitted
for the importang office? Kir Edward
still retained some power ever his capri-
cious lady ; for her allowance of pin.
money was not large; and though sub-
dued by the prevalenc€ of fashion, her
maternal tenderness was not lost, and
her gratitude was almost equal to that
of sir Edward, when Miss Darnley offer-
£d to superintend the education.of the
children. -

By the judicious mana.gement(of Mies
Darnley, lady Euston, by degrees, be-
eame assimilated with her in the duties
of her situagion; and sir Edward became
again convinced that his lady did indeed
possess a heaxt and a nrind—a heart sus-
ceptible of all the milder and more deli-
cate feelings of our nature—g mind yn-
stored indeed, but not unfitted for the

« acquisition
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acqujsition of the useful and elegant ac-
quireme(xts.

These important gdiscoverics were not
made in a'single glange, and their frui-
tion must be the work of time; and had
not Miss Darnley possessed the’acutest
penetration ang most unwearied perse-
verance, the secret had never been deve-
loped, or the development had been fol-
lowed by no beneficial effects. By the
most judicious associations she drew
lady ,Jcuston to love the duties she had
Jbefore resolved to fulfil ; and to be fitted
“for the fulfilment she had jnuch to learn,
and somethmg to unlearn. But Miss
Darnley would not leave her purpose in-
complete; she laid a “foundation for the
cducation of the children; ghe assisted
the mother. Her employments, how-
cver, did not prevent her djsegvering she
could still appreciate worth sufficiently to
think of upiting her fate in the. most in-
dissoluble bonds with one who *sought

- her
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her love. It is true, it was not exactly
the sentiment she had once known
which now subdued her hearg, but it
was yet sufficiently powerful to have
enabled her to relinquish birth, fortune,
splendour, every thing but her virtue
and her God, for the man her reason ap- «
proved. It would have,been delightful
to trace the gradation of feeling her bo-
som knew-—the doubts and fears, the -
uncertainties and djstresses, which by
turns clouded her judgment, and op- ,
:pressed her heart, as this attachment
gained strength. But my present view_.
is to warn the inexperienced, not to
offer a model for their imitation. I will
therefore merely state the effects flowing
from a right cause of feeling, and leave
my readerg to trace the associations by
which they were preserved.

- This was the situation.of Matilda
Darnley when her early friend Elizabeth
Beverly quitted London on the box of

) the
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the maxl-coach, who having, from the
di g circumstances of the last three

* months, neglected to answer the letters
of her friend, and her friend busied in
directing ind amendipg the hearts of
others, and of examining and qlaestion-

* ing her own, on the new attachment it
was formmg, aud in the belief that Mrs.
Beverly was so delightfully employed in
" the duties of her nursery and her domes-
tic arrangements, a to regret the time

. spent from them, had not pressed the
correspondence, particularly as she wag
Jn no haste to ecommunicate the recent
change jn her sentiments.,

Had they been made known to Eli-
zabeth just at this time, they would per-
haps have inflicted an additiogal pang to
her bosom, for in the gentleman who
possessed sufficient attractions to draw
her from her resolution of remaining un-
mayried, she would have recognised her

romantic ball lover, Mr. Betham; ‘and in
lady
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lady Euston, the sister whom his affec-
tion had exalted almost to an .equality
with the celestial inhabitants ot heaven,
and she was the mest amiable, the most
interesting, and mnost beloved of sisters,
till a winter in London, followed by
the men and envied by the women, act-
ing upon a mind, captivating from its
sofiness rather than its strength, seduced
her into thatline of conduct from which
the friendly assiduities of Miss Darn-
ley recalled her.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER X
' PUSVIVIUY VIVPII t .

When lovcbl woman sgoo;:s to (olly,
And ﬂ;nd;, 100 late, th.l.t men bezmy,

What chan can sooth her melanclmlv ?
w hnl toar!tan W .nsh hcr guxh; ava _{

GovLpsuiTa,

R ler guilty lovegvas all confess'd.
S1n Evustace GREY.

The Seducer and the Seduced.

Tue bgautiful Frances hgs interfered so
little with the business of the tale we
have been relating, that we almost fear
our readers have lost the interest her ap-
pedrance might be suppoqed to create;
but as we shall again, in the hour of trial,

make her the companion of Elizabeth,
w. will refer our read:vs to the time of
her fathep’s death, which made bher an
inmate at Mrs. Linley’s—the grotdoer

g
of
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of her sister Lucinda, now the dashing
wife of a country squire, aiming at ho-
toriety, and blushing at the vulgarisms
of her husband.

A situation more uncongenial to her
wishes, or more unfitted for her welfarc,
could scarcely have beendmagined. De-
prived of the sister she loved, and whose
protection, whose counsel seemed neces-
sary for her guidance, as the trouble of
thinking for hersclf was too great an ex-
ertion, she threw herself unconsciously
upon the judgment of her present pro-
tectors. She laughed with Mr. Linley,
who loved her as a sister; she bowed to
Mrs. Linley’s whims, who imagined her
fortune gave her a right te be capricious:
but to her mind, delicately fonued, and
rendered imbecile by indulgence, the
coarseness of the one, and arrogance of
she other, were almost insupportable,

)

Captain Aukland (for since the death
[pH
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of his, mother he had purchased into a
regiment ordered abroad, but whose or-
+ ders werécountermanded) wasagainin the
nelghbourhood ands gladly availed him-
self of the Twspxtahty of Mr. Linley to be.
come hisfrequent guest. But though not
the Aukland she had once known, his so-
ciety wasa balm to the mind of Frances,
for she could speak to him of Elmwell,
" of her sister, of the little wilderness;
nor was ihe themeg less pleasing to her
auditor; for though deprived ef hope,
his heart yet lingered over the recollec.
Jion of the scenes of happiness in which
he once partook; and ig referring to
what he was, the duetile mind of Fran.
ces forgot what he is —a gamester, a
wine-bibber, and a.libertine. To lose
the remembrance of the hour s¢hich seal-
ed his dismissal from the herrt of Ma.
tilda, he had madly rushed into every
species of vice to lose the degrading re-
collection, but in vain; it haunt.ed him
in
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in his gayest moments; yet he shrunk
from the warning.

Who could not percexve that the
beauty of the artless girl would capti-
vate the sensualist? and who could not
anticipate that the arts of the libertine
would eventually ensmrre one so un-
guarded? But who could have sup-
posed, who could have forescen, that his
influence could persuade her to conceal
her partiality from all her friends—could
jnfluence her to reject the home Eliza-
beth had provided for her, because the,
well-known habits of captain Aukland
had excluded him from the society there
assembled ?

Elizabeth, while she mourned her sis-
ter's estrangement, surmised not the
cause; nor, inmusing aver the catalogue
of ills awaiting her, imagined that the
one most distressing would be prepared

by
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by the hand she loved so well—by her
whom gshie had cherished with almost
mafernil love—ifrom whom she had ne-
ver kept g thought eoneealed.  But so it
whs.

Unseguainted with the nature of bu-
siness, poor Eliabeth was almost heart-
broken, on her amrival at Bath, to find her
child, with its nurse, had, in her absenee,
been ohhgcd to quit the home she had
looked to for at least a few days’ repose,
andwcrenow withher attendant’simothgr.
Here Lilizabeth songht them ; and while
clasping her swcet girl &0 her bosom,
found a relicf she had long sought. She
wept, and liailed the omen as g solace to
a wounded minds but her sensitive
hedrt had suffered too keenly not to af-
feet a frame rendered dclicate by con-
tmgencws ; long ‘had she strgggled
against the pressure of misf \e—dier
mjnd had borne up against itsntluence;
but now that her exertions wereno lon-

VOL. 11. # u . ger
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ger necessary-—now that she had ne op-
portunity of being useful—that.she had
no immediate call on her fortitude, , na-
ture prevailed, and ‘hard was the strug-
gle between a good constitution and
grief. Rut the ties which. bound her to
life were not all broken; could she leave
her child destitute? She prayed for life,
she strove against death, and her life was
granted to her prayer; but slowly did
she recover, and dreary was the scene
before her; no smiling faces now sur-
x~1nded her pillow; her good, her kind
Bertram, was her only attendant—the,
only friend who watched over her reco-
very; and her attachinent seemed. to
combine the affection of consang%jnity

with the esteem of the friend, and respect
for the mistress. ‘

When Elizabeth came Nome, she was
‘housekeeper to the maj@r; but as she
.conceived it became a duty in her to su-
perintend her own domestic concerns,

’ she
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she candidly informed her of it; she was
a women who had received a decent edu-
cation, and was particularly unassuming
and respegtful in hér manners; Mrs. Be-
verly, therefore, offered to keep her im-
mediately about her person, or,provide
her a situation with a friend, similar to
the one she hagehitherto filled. She was
much attached to the major, and was
charmed with the sweetness of Eliza-
beth’s manner, and ¢herefore, without he-
sitation, accepted the former offer; and
so far gained her mistress’s confidenae,

.that, on the birth of her child, it was
entrused to her care, and she had nou-
riskod it with the tenderness of 2 mo-
ther.

Grateful for the kindness® and atten-
tion she had received, she, with a con-
stancy and firmness which” would have
done honour to a superior station, refus-
cd many advantageous offers, uniformly
deelaring, that while Mrs. Beverly could

H 2 keep
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keep a servant of any descnptxon, she
would net quit her.

Elizabeth was mény miles-from her
friends—her nateral relations. From
lady Worthing she expected at least a
shew of civility, but had hitherto met
none. Of Mrs. Linley, she scarccly
thought ; but from Frances, her beloved
Franees, she expected some proof of love ;
and many ‘were the tears she gave, to her
neglect. At length a bundle of letters
reuched her, which had lain some‘days
at the post-office; some were from friends-
she had mace $ince she married, ¢ontain-
ing general -expressions of condolence;
others offers of services; in general terms;
and others, less worldly in their feelings,
expressed fn earnestness in her welfure
tily gratitying; but all seemdd igno-
ranit of her présent abode. In the hand-
writing she most particalarly rceognized,
was that of Matilda, hnploring her, by
every tie offriendship, to inform her of

¢ her
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her, present abede. 'The amiable Bea-
trice top begged to be permitted to see
her; and the good Mrx. Damley request-
ed, thh an earnestpess sca.rcely to be re-
fused, thit she would | give him her eom-
pany till some plan was established for
her permanent residence. One from lady
Worthing, In hier usual strain of senti-
ment, proffering, in gencral terms, the
most romantic expressions of affectionate
interest; but ne plan was mentioned
whicli could conduce to the poor invalid’s

comfort. Mrs. Linley wrete, without
even this affectation of sympathy, tG Te-
gret that the many losges Mr. Linley
had already sustained by major Beverly’s
imprudence, entirely put it out of her
power to assist her, *

»

T pass over the different feelings these
“letters excited in the bossm of our he-
roine, to state that she had formed her
resolution; assoon as she was well enough
to travel, she would join her husband.

- H3 She
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She had already arranged her plans, and
fixed the day for her departure, ond was
sitting, one fine afternoon, on an easy-
chair, w1th her little Frances Matilda in
her arms, when a gentle tap at the door
awakened her attention engrossed with
her chlld she called—* Coine in ;" and
scarcely had the words escaped her lips,
when I'rances, her sister I rances, enter-
ed, haggard, pale,and in tears. She flew
to Elizabeth, and sunk at her feet.“

* My dear gn] » said Elizabeth, “pray
be compos

“ Ob, I]hzabeth' sister ! friend! pro-
mise me one thing—say you will yot
hate me—say you w1ll not throw me
from you !”

“ Throw you ﬁ'om me! Oh, Frances i

« Sister, 1f you would notdfs#t me
expire here, do not delay to ‘give me
your word.” .

“ 1 will promise any thing if you will
rise {from that posture.”

. “ Never
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. Never till T have made you the con-
fession .that now hovers on my lips; yect
how am I to find words to declare to
you my disgrace ?~—that instead of com-,
ing to comfort you, I am hcre to heap
SOITow on your head.” My sister, donot
look at me; the blushes that will crimson
your face, the shame that will beam in
your eye, will kill me; but if you spurn
me from you, I am an outcast from so-
ciety. Mrs. Linley has disowned me,
and fady Worthing refuses to see mc.”

Petrified by her manner, Elizai¢th,
as she would have entreated her to re-
lieve *her suspense, found not words to
express her anxious interest; but too
soon she gathered ‘from the poor, mis-
guided girl, that she was about to hear,
¢ unhusbanded, a mother’s name.”

Astonishment is a term too urmean-
ing to express the complex sensations
which agitated the bosom of: the hapless

H 4 Elizabeth.
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Ehzabeth, It was. too much for her
weak frane to suppert; she conld only
place her child in safety by her side, ere
she sunk back senseless. But she sir-
mised not the tale of horrer Which hur
sister had to unfold.

We have before hinted_that Aukland
was pursuing a life of nfdmy and ruin.
"The willing stave tothe sensibilities of his
natute, his passions soon gained the con.
trol over lis reason; his tempcr became
highly irritable—at times gloomy. ,In
théic moments he fled from the bottle
to the gaming-table; the ome rained his
health, the other bis fortune; the refles-
tions of the morning were chased by the
smilesof the beauteous Frances, whosenn-
constrained lgve left her a willing victy
to the passion of her seducer. Frvv@
to day he defarred making his intértic
of marrying her known to her family,
for each morning did he hope his even-
ing's fortune would brighten his views:

Alas!
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Alas! fortuneor villany rendered hishopes
abortive ; he had not another stake left;
his cothmission, the whole of his worldly
} . .
property, was now risked — his doom
was fixed—he flew to his room—he
penned a fow hasty lines to Frances—
‘told her of his maddening propensity—
thanked Irfegxen her fortune was yet left
—placed a brace of pistols to his mouth
—and was gone.

I have thus condensed this narrative,
fow it is a common tale. 1 passover the
despair of Frances at receiving the in-
telligence—itmay be conceived. Nature,

* ... moulding her heart, had rendered it
susceptible; but the more acute, the inore
powerful feelingseof human nature she
knew not; she could note comprehend
them—a sort of morbid insensibility
seemed to benumb her.ficulties, which
she had just recovered when she sought
dier sister. ’

5 The
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The character of Elizabeth has indeed
been butlittleunderstood,if thereadercan
for one moment conceive that revroach-
es, or sarcasms, or coldness, cmxl(f evinee
her sense of her sister’s degradation ; she
took the poor sufferer to her bosom—she
felt her dercliction from virtue; but
the dreadful catastrophe which had just
occurred, by awakening in her heart the
fear of shame, spoke also—loudly spoke
of guilt; and Elizabeth read in the, eye,
which once, with lovely confidence, met
herg now bending beneath the glance so
often courted, the drooping form, the
heavy head, and:abstracted air, the rense
she entertained of her fault ; and her .-
tive mind had already arranged a plan
to secure her from the shame whisl-was
so dreadful tv a young ard unhw
heart.

- CHAP-
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CHAPTER XI.

Ay, ay ; and she bath offered to the doom

(Which unre;egsed stands in effectual force)

A sea of melting pearl, which some call tears.
SHAKESPEARE.

reerseiieieiens
For there are sorrows
Where, of necestity, the soul must be
Its own support. WALLENSTEIN.

Petitions®

BenOLD then the two hapless sisters on
their road to Lonaon-—behold them at
the door of the prison; tley arrive at
No. 5, the room occupied by Mr. Be-
verly—Elizabeth clinging to the door-
post for support; and her- husband’s
countena.ce, as he raised it from the pa-
per on which he was writing, expressing

H O astonishuucnt,
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astonishment, but no mark of pleasure ;
and as he advanced to take her" hand,
coldly said, he did not know heF. Her
frame, indeed, weaketfied by illwss, and
altered by theinterrial struggles of amind
vainly eirleavouring to assimilate itself
to circuinstances, bote but,faintly the
appearance of that vivacioifsbloom which
was so beautiful when she met the major
at the altar.

From a conversation which succeeded
the-repose and refreshment their journey
demanded, she found he had now hopes
to effect his entancipation shortly; and
what course of life to engage in to* e¢ns>
able him to support: his wife in tolerable
tomfort, was his ¢onsideration; and
fnuch did Flizabeth lament that at her
requist he had, when they msrried,.
thrown up the commission he held in
the eounty militha,

Befove night, a lodging was taken for
* Frances,
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Frances, by the name of Aukland; and
the habit she wore confirmed what they
wished should gain credence—that she
was a »-idow. It wus neat and conve-
nient, containing twe sleeping and a sit-
ting-room, with the use of g kitchen.
Elizabeth shared the bed of her sister,
and her littl. Frances Matilda reposed
in the bosom of the valued Bertram, who
had proffered her attendance on the
lovely sisters.

*A fortnight passed away, and Frapces
became the mother of a beautiful boy.
Bertram and KElizabeth shared the fa-
ugae of attending her. It was settled,
#hat as soon as I'rapces was sufficiently
recovered, they ‘should change their
lodgings, Frances resum& her namc,
and thelittle Henry be consigned to the
care of Eligabeth. Her' seclusion from
her friends during the last few months
rendered:this plan apparently easy ; and
as her son, he would spare his mother

the
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’

the shame his birth must otherwise sub-
ject her to. '

Beverly’s creditor fiow seemel much
inclined to compromise the matter, and
he was persuaded that the eloquent dis-
tress of his wife would effect much for
him. He requested that, “ix seeking an
interview, she would make the attempt.

Never had her duty met so severe a
trial. He was one of those who had forced
so upwarrantably into her bedroom ‘on
the morning of her husband’s arrest ; but
then the reasons* Mr. Beverly urged for
the necessity of this step—the low stte
of their finances—the welfare of her
child—the freedom of ‘her husband—all
occurred—* Yes, I will go—this is but
another to the many sacrifices I have al- .
ready made. My pride requires these
humiliations.” And the sigh which con-
cluded these reflections was stified in the*
embraces of her child.

‘"  Mr.,
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Mr. Jabez Fletcher was a plain, un-
lettered tradesman. Unacquainted with
the elegances, and unaccustomed to the
indulge. ces of life; he scarcely compre-
hended that any thing but wealth could
create distinctions in society. ¢ Of the
feelings which aggravated to his distress-
ed wife the cni.finement of her husband,
he had no eonception—she did not share
the inconveniences of a prison, and there-
fore hg deemed their pressure could not
affect her. He had lately, from the vil-
lany of his connexions, lost considerahle
sums of money—this circumstance had
engendered a suspicion eforeign to his
viacacter. He would have avoided meet-
ing her; but not being aware of her in-
tention, she was in his precence ere her
name announced her.

In trembling accents she disglosed the
purport of her visit—she paused--q tear,
which could not be controlled, .choked
her utterance. Again she proeceded to

paint
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paint her situation—the helplessnesg of
her child.

A drop of sympathy, which thtened
in the eye of her auditor, raised her
hopes; but he was invulnerable. Mr.
Beverly’s conduct merited pumshment
—he was advised to persevgre in his suit
—in fact, it was in the hands. of his at-
torney—he must act—he was sorry to
refuse Mrs. Beverly~—every one spoke
well of her. He was sorry for the
megns resorted to when the arrest was
made—he had no idea of finding them,
yet in reposes When he understood
they were not risen, he entreatedstire
bailiff to withdraw his writ, but in
vain. '

- Elizabeth, from the calm deteymipa -
tion of his mamner, found there were no

hopes left, and despondingly withdrew.

But in a few days .the man of law
¢ himself
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himself seemed disposed to settle the
affair, apd Elizabeth must again become
an agent for the benefit of her husband.
A place of about four hundred a-year
was beeome vaeant. On account of some
particular arrangements, it would not be
filled up immediately ; and Mr. 'Beverly
fanicied her ‘old friend, Frederick Darn-
ley, might proeure it for him. Eliza-
beth therefore wrote to Matilda, to re-
quest that, throug;h her, their wishes
niight’be communicated to her brother;
and het sister being quite recovered, she
row again sought to change their abode.

_They succeeded to their wishes; and
Miss Frances Beverly, with Bertram
and the tweo children, were already ar,
rived at their new abode.

Elizubeth, who spent the greater part
of every day with her husbendjwas now
there; and it was settled, that an her re.
turn she should cull and take sdfie little

’ - articles
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articles of comfort, whlch had been ad(t-
ed to their furnished lodgings,.on “hes

return.

On alighting from her hireg vehide,
she observed a gentleman in the roonx
they had just vacated, and was moving
towards the part of the hose inhabited
by her hostess, when a Voice arrested
her attention—she turned—it was Fre-
derick Darnley.

He advanced towards her with the
elegance, mixed with timidness, whlch
was so natural to him, and bo;,ged to’
have the pleasure of accompanying her
home. She acknowledged his attention,
and he led her to the vehicle. )

Their ride was not long, and they
entered the ropm just as Frances had rc-
ceived 2 letter from Bertram. The un-
expected appearance of one who had
known' her under different and fairer

. Pprospects,
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]}rogpects, gave to her cheek the roses
her late confincment had chased.
\

Fredt:}ick was aw enthusiastic admirer
of beauty. He had, when he last saw
Frances as a child, admired the beautiful
regularity of her features, and now, as
he clasped 'both her hands, and raised
them to his hps, burst into a passionate
exclamation on their beauty; but ob-
serving her confusjon, checked himself;
apologized, as far as glances could en-
treat forgiveness, for his presumption;
and seating himself between the sisters,
addressed to KElizabeth a conversation
r~erring to the request his sister Ma-
tilda had conveyed to him, with a gentle
teproof that she had not allowed him
the pleasure of personally receiving her
r-onhm'ands.

Elizabeth expressed her sesse of his
kindness, ,as she inquired if there were
¢ any
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any hopes of obtaining the place; i
question?

. Her friend lamented that hgad not
a personal acquainfance with the noble-
man who had the disposal of it; but
that he would seek a gentleman, cofi-
nected by family ties, with whom he
was intimate, and would do himself the
pleasure of communicating the result on
the following morning.

He was punctual to his appointment ;
and after the usual compliments had
passed, he turned to Elizabeth, agd said
—* I have placed your cause in asitu.
ation where it cannot fail of command-
ing success. Captain Prince is, I be-_
lieve, well known to you. Ry the sud-
den death of a second cousin, wha fell_
in a duel, heis pow the presumptive heir
to the title and estates of lord Chester,
who has declared his intention never fo
maxry.".

. A bitter
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" A bitter pamg came across the bosom
of Elizabeth—she could not forget her
rejectiol of the hand of captain Prince;
and indgpendent of tlds, he appeared
to have too Jittle delicacy of mind to
render an obligation from him pleasant ;
but she &xad.gone too far to recede; and,
ever the victin of feeling, she now
doubted if her present reflections were
qot eriminal

Re::ollecﬁng that Bertram must be fa-
tigued with both the children, she was
going torelicve her, when she entered the
room, with the little Hepry in her arms.
Gue would willingly have spared Frances
the pang she was convinced she must
at this moment feel; but it was too late;
she therefore coolly took the infant, and
seating herself again on the-sgﬂi, forced
herself to join in the eomvérsation.

« Frodevick adnyired .and -curessed the
child,



166 EDUCATION.

child, and Frances recovered her cppﬁ;-
sion.

Frederick, in rising to go, gaid that
captain Prinee much wished to have &c-
companjed him this morning in his vmt,
but that he waited her permission to pay
his respects to her; if lﬂlzabeth would
accord it, he would name ﬁ:e following
worning for his visit.

 Elizabeth could not but accede to his
request, and she sent to apprise her hus-

band of her success. .

Captain Prince preceded Frederick«at
the appointed time, and Elizabeth was
delighted to perceive that his manners,
retained none of that freedom which had
so_obtruded itself on her recollections
He was gentiemanly and respectful

Sorrow and tears had taken from El-
zabeth
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. zabeth that freshness of beauty—the
. emanation of a mind unsubdued by care;
* but she vet retained that expression of

counten- jce whichds the image of a sen-
sibleWeart. In the evening, when the
rosebud is drooping from the effects of

' a meridian sun, we can fancy what was

its attraction ir the morning, and anti-
cipate its renewed loveliness when, care-
" fully watered, it may recover its sweets,
and expand its leayes to fresh maturity.
Captain Prince had, in fact, merited
. the character which had prejudiced "the
mind of Elizabeth in his disfavour. His
5-ofession encourages a laxity of morals,
with regard to females, not to be known
ivany other; and he bad persuaded hip-
self no. principle need be applied to his
eonduct, but such as his own caprice
dictated. Miss Bendish had become the
object of his avowed ridicule, and his
vivacity had impelled him tae a scheme,
which nothing could justify, of drawing
' her
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her into a marriage with his clerk, when
Elizabeth’s appearance attracted him
from it. The fulse flow of spirits she
had assumed for the ball gavs her, in
his eyes, additienal charms; but net-
withstanding the livelivess of manner,
almost tinctured with levity, which she
displayved, there was about her enough
of the dignity of virtue to awea liber-
tine; and once or twice.on this evening,
its exertion preveated the freedom of
manner and familiarity of address he ge-
nerally assumed. .

He had feeling cnough to understand
her scnsibility, and sense enough £o-ca
timate her genius, but he did not wish
to marry, and had deterinined to con--
quer a pasfion so hastily formed, when
he met her alone in the lane. He niur.‘t
join her to iiquire how she bore the fa-
tigue of the preceding evening—his ad-
miration was again -elicited, and every
prudent resclution forgotten.

He
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" TTe was soon after ordered awav, and
hopeless of success, had ceased to love
ther, but had never,when accident brought
her to ~emembramce, ceased to admire
her. The « Pleasures of Hope” became
his favourite poem; and im waip he en-
deavoured to detach the images it pre-
sented to his orind from her idca.

He was a man of information. A
good deal of time, when on board, was
devoted to literary pursuits, and when
on shore, his attention was directeg to
those attainments which blend the gen-
tleman with thescholar. When his uncle
~unounced his intention of making him
his heir, he threw up his command; and
in the delightful bustle of congratula-
tions, and the enjuyments Wf imdepen-
dence, the last lingering remombrance
of our heroine had fadedsaivay, and the
‘pleasurcs of sense were courted, to the
eptire exglusion of the enjoyments of
the mind, partaken even to saticty.

vOL. 1L 1 " Languid,
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Languid, listless, and uneasy, he had be-
come the modern man of fashion. T'oo
indolent to become a leader, hespartouk
of cvery vice, without a taste fu: any
Thusewas he situated, when Frede-
rick applied to him to secure the situa-
tion Mr. Beverly was desirpus of filling.
To give weight to his application, he
presented him the letter Elizabeth had
written to Miss Darnley. Its style, its
sentiments, brought the being who had
touched his heart to his recolleetion;
but it could not be her—she was umnar-,
ried. His friend cleared up theg seem-
ing mystery; and he desired an ntror
duction with an earnestness which asto-
nished Frederick, who, with quickness,..
inquired if ‘he had ever seen her sister?
He replied in the negative. , -
# Then if ybu seek an mtroductmn,
T would guard you against her beauty.”
“ To- mere beanty, my friend, 1 am
invulnerable—it is the soul-beaming ex-
I pressign
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pression which varies the rose on the
cheek—the eye flashing with sentiment

and genius, which, possesses the chann
for me.”

Frederick was satisfied, for of Eliza-
beth's virtug he had no doubts.

12, CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIL"

% LooKen beaauty, .
And you shall see "tis purchasgd by the weight,
Which theiein works a miracle ni’natue,
Making them hightest that wcar mostof it.
SuanLSPFARE.
00!00..!.".‘...-

Ah! why delay, my pretty love ?
a  The sun is smhine in the occan,

T he clear green waters slowly inove,

The weary acphyrs scarce bave moton :
Sooun, soon the gloomy shades of nght
Will want those eyes of starry light.
Obcron’s Inuilalion to 'l'dam't'l".k

An Elopement.

<

THE major was liberated ; and animated,
by the promise which he had gained
from captain Prince, that if this plate
was engaged, another should be sought

‘ for
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ior him, now mshed “Elizabeth to enter
a little into the amusements of the me-
tropolis ; but to this she steadily object-
ed; pnblic placgs now afforded no
amusement for her.

“Frances occasionally accompanied Fre-
derick for 4 ride in the Park in his cur-
ricle, and her health and spirits seemed
benefited by the exercise. In fact, th_ir
mornmgs were generally engrossed by
Darnley and his friend; Elizabeth was
dissatisficd with this disposal of her time.

Captain Prince professed himself her
<incere and devoted friend; his library
was ransacked for works suited to her
taste; the finest fruits of his hot-house
graced her table; and every delicacy
which his uncle’s manor could’ afford
was at her disposal. His manner wis
usually consistent with the professions he
,nade; but at times, a lool§an action,
would fill her with alarms; but: then

13 again
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again she would hate herself for the sus-
picions she cherished ; besides, her beau.
ty was all faded, and her manner so ma.
tronly, it would not excite an unchaste
idea. She was mistaken. It was the
delicate modesty her person and manner
exhibitet which touched the imagina-
tion of the Libertine—it was ihe contrast
she exhibited to his late assoiiates which
first awakened his passion; had she come
forward even as he had before known
hex, she had not been so dangerous as at
this moment, when he dared not breatlfe
his passion lest he should be banished
her presence far ever. He dared. not '
even attempt to undermine that virtug,
he sought to overthrow, lest she should
detect the hypocrité and detest him ; be
plso feared (so inconsistent is vice) that
with the virtue which had so charmed
him, bis passicn would fall, and the most
dreadful ideas followed this conjecture.
He knew Beverly’s embarrassments—he
had discovéred him to be selfish and un-
feeling
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Yecling—he fancied him to be iinbecile—
he was acquainted with Beverly’s unfor-
tunatc predilection for gaming—bhe drew
him info play, and, at a favourable op-
peitunity, avowed his passion for his
wife. The declaration aroused all that
‘Was manly in his nature ; he treated his
perfidious Yricgd with the contempt he
deserved ; but whenhe coolly reminded
him of the debt he had inourred, of his
future prospects all depending on him
?:;-wflcn he bid him again open his arms
to receive his lovely, ill-treated wife in a
jail, his anguish overcame him; he was
for some moments incapable of thought
or yeflection. ¢ Hear me! he cried.
“ Beverly, you depend on your wife’s
honour,; leave her¢o take care ofit. An
appointment in India waitsyour accept-
.ance; take it, and embark without see-
ing your wife ; give me.a letter that yon
appoint me her guardian in your ab-
-sence, and she shall fill he2 established

I4 ! rank
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rank in society; she shall be shieldedl
from poverty and censure.”

He asked a week “for consideration ;
in the mcan tine, the unsuspicious Vie-
tim of their machinations was securing
a little fund for future exigencies.  She
perceived their means, which were very
limited, daily melting away, and applied
to a house to be employed in ornamen-
tal paper works. She now cherished in
her bosom a melancholy which threatep:
ed to become habitual; and strange to
say, in this new trait captain Prince
found a reason for hope; in the reserve
-of her manner he read the fears of a vir-
tuous mind, lest if should become the
slave of a willing passion ; and in her me-
lancholy, thie regret that she had not, ac-
cepted the offer of his hand: wheiie
contrasted himself with her husband, he
could not fear his sucecss—it was only
when he contemplated the noble mind,

the
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the animated virtue, and enthusiasm of
duty--.when he saw her absorbed in her
matemal cares, that he almost despan'ed
N
A new source of ‘concern and embar-
. rassment now obtruded itself°on. Eliza-
beth. The attentions of Frederick Darn-
ley towards hér sister became so marked,
that they could not be misunderstood:;
she wished to warn him of his danger;
he could not, he Inust not, wed her sister,
‘meuilty as she was; and yet how could
she inform him of the circumstances
which must bar a union with him? At
“length she summoned resolution to ad-
" dréSs her sister on the subject ; the hour
~when the curricle 6f Mr. Darnley stop-
ped at the door was past, apd he had not
Jamived. The restlessness of manner
“evirtced by Frances was so marked, that
Jlizabeth gladly seized it to introduee
the subJect She arose, and took her hand
*—« My dearest Frances, notwithstand-
ing the very little difference’in our age,
L& circumstances «
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circumstances have oceurred which Kave
given me an unusual influence in your
heart—to the affection‘of a s:ster, it hias
added a feeling of interest almost -
termnal, In gwmg you pain, thergfore,
you must imagine.the. violence I do to
1oy own feelings; but you ar: againin a
situstion of danger—Freterick Darmley
~ah! you surmise what I am going to
spy~—spare his heart the pangs you are
preparing for it by this encourngement of
his attentions ; yoweanmotbe his wife w

Frances bm:st into tears; not a $Ch-
tf.mce could the* expostulations of her
sister draw from her—her manner-was’
net that of sullemmcs, but grui, SOFTOW,,,
Temorse.

., The ncxt morning she went ,her:f%‘.
Anstomed ride ;*sat down to table wi
the family, and was no more vigible;
her child was her companion. 'A short
note informed Elizabeth, * that she hag
Jbade
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badé her adieu for ever—that the virtue,
the fortitude she displayed, so much
aggravatéd the crimes of which she had
been‘gmlty, that her presence was a con-
stant source of reproach to her—that she
loved and honoured her more fhan any
one in theeworld—but that they must
never meet agdn.” Thenote contained
a bank-bill to some amount.

“ Qh God! cfied Elizabeth, as the
#prawl fell from her trembling hand,
« to what new sorrows am I to be ex-
eposed! So various and so strange are
the trhals to which thou®seest fit to sub-
‘ject te, that 1 must lose that eonfidence:
»in thy pmwdence which has hitherto
*solaced Me, and glve myself up to the
despaxr these abgravated gries will
surel excuse.”

The step which Frances had taken
was so ufterly unlike the generil tenor
of her conduct—timid, even té childish-

16 ness,
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ness, that she could in no way account
for the feeling which prompted-her to it;
and when she contemplated "th; méek
innocence of her character, the sofess
of her disposition, and the extreme
beauty ‘of her person, she trembled for
her safety.

When Frederick Darnley received his
sister’s letter, recommending the cause
of Elizabeth to his consideration, he ex- .
ecrated his country-connexions as a gxﬁ'at
bort, and was devising some excuse to
rid himself of the business, when a hack-'
ney-coach passed the window ‘of the
coffeeroom where he was standing ;
and some bustle Maving occurred, it was
detained for a few minutes. The win-
‘dows were let down by its occupie !@
ascertain what occasioned the detém ‘
and a gentleman, who was standing y.
him, directed his attention towards it,
by exclaiming—*“ By Heavens, Darn-
ley ! ’tis a divinity " On following the

" dircction
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direction of his friend’s glance, Fredc-
rick recognized a face he was convinced
e had dnce known; and the subject he
been consndenng immediately recall-
mg the Beverly family to his remem-
» brance. he had no difficulty in*fixing the
resemblarce there. All desire of evading
further sdlicitation on the part of Mrs.
Beverly now subsided; but as his memo-
ry could not identify to which branch of
the famnily this beautiful face appertain-
*™ed, on finding Mrs. Beverly had quit-
ted the lodgings to which he wasedirect-
ed, he was questioning the landlady to
ascétain if Mrs. Bevérly had any com-
panion? The name of Aukland, con-
nected with the Barnleys and widow-
hood, scemed mystenou;;, he had no
time to pursue his inquiries, for Elizabeth
arfived. Their ride wys rot long. In
Miss Beverly he discovered the sup-
posed widow. Hoer agitation, when the
' child was introduced, confirlued every
suspicion.
N Frederick
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F'rederick was not a libertine, for-he
started with horror from the seduction
of innocence. But he had lived long in
the world; he had Huttered aboyt-a
court—he had learned ¢o lessen the hor-
ror of guilt by a palliative term. He.
had given in his manner a countenance
to vices, from which he~flattered him-
self his soul shrunk ; but in making his
estimate of moral evil, he considered it
with reference to the-communitysnot
to the individual, and in himsclf he vae
lued the virtues of the patriot, not ‘of
the man. The fine talents of some of
his associates had given a fictitiouse lus-
tre to their private characters, wlfich
were degraded by sensual indulgences .
and luxurious habits. In neglecting ta
analyse the qualities which elicited.
admiration, he lessened his quick #be
of immorality. 'lhe beauty of Irances
had captivated his senses—her innoeent
loveliness <had  seduced his -affections
~had-he believed her virtuoys, he had

yet
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y.et- principle enough to fly from the
temptation ; but he deemed her decep-
tive—he knew her to be imprudent, and
he, ,wa? unacquainted with any pallia-
tive causes to be advanced in her favour ;
he thereforc considered her a lawful
prize. Degply skilled in the science of
the humanehemt, it is no wonder he
soon effuced the remembrance of' Auk-
land from that of ¥rances-—susceptible,
even to a fault. The simplicity of her
Jwoks, the propricty of her manners, und
~.the internal cvidence he gained of the
» delicacy of her feelings, which her error
had ot been able to eradicate, would,
®in an earlier stage of their acquaintance,
have proved her safeguard; but his heart
* had bécome intefested in the pursuit,
and in her beautiful eyes he read a reci-
. procul feeling—he could not retract—he
, lulled her conscience by thatsort of con-
versation men know so well how to
adapt td an unreflecting, inexperienced
girl; and as her innocence was lost, her
principles
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principles became subverted. RouSseau,
Mary Wolstonecroft, with his pwn illus-
trations, were his vehm]es fot yet more
dangerous doctrines.” Yet in tHe s
resignation of Elizabeth, his tnumph re-
ceived & check’; her heart felt a pang,
and she willingly listened to his wishes,
that they might escape their influence.

' CHAP:
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CHAPTER XIIL

—rorew.

-I Iom thee, { dote on thy face so divine ;
I must nnd udl hawe thee, and force makes thee mine.
The Ert King.

By those that deepest feel are ill exprest
) 'l'he.indistinctness of t.he suffering breast,
w\’here thousand thoughts begin to end in one,
Which seeks from all the reluge found in noue?
TA¢ Corsair.

-

Passion.

Tar weck allowed to Beverly for dch-
beration was past: the maft who con/d
, deliBerate on such a subject was capable
of only one linc of cenduct; he per-
suaded himnsclf that his Wwife’s . virtue
avould ¥ise more resplendently bright
from tlfe trial,; that it was anly this con-

" sideratian
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sideration that,could induce him to sub-
mit to the exposure; he forgot that -
when a man forfeits his wﬂ'ga esteem,
he loses the greatest safeguard to her
honour.

Elizabeth was surprised at an obser-
vation from her husband, that their pre-
sent lodgings were too expensive, ac-
compamed by a proposal that they should
remove into others which he had looked
over in the morning. '

This proposition was of course assent-
ed to by Elizabeth; and she soon found
herself in rooms more neatly ana com-
fortably fitted up, which her husband
assured her were taken at about two-
thirds the expence the last were held at.

She found lier Iandlady a polishen:l, in-
deed almost an elegant woman, about’
forty ; she was the widow of a lieutenant
of the navy She soon became much

attached
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attnched to -our heroine; and having, a
. few' yegrs since, lost a child the age' of
the little Frances, imbibed a fondness
for'her gearcely infgrior to the maternal.

In the sitting-room appropnated to
our heroine were some - book-shelves,
neatly and msteﬁﬂly fitted up, contain-
ing some eTegantly-bonnd books; they
were principally of the lighter kind;
many of the German plays then so much
in vo}ue, some French novels, and some
ot our modern British poets.

Though FElizabeth’s mmd from re-

,ccnt dflictive cnrcumstances, was just
now too reflective to dwell on this sort
' of reading with mycll pleasyre, yet the
appearance of the books gave to her little
rgom an appearance of comfort, a sem-
*blance of home, which con¥eyed a plea-
»surable sensation to her bosomn, if plea-
sure i not too strong a term to apply to
that heart, whase every hope in the

Spl‘lllg
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spring of life is chllled by dlsappoiat-
ment. ‘ '

She was scarcely settled in her mew
abode, when captain Prince called one
morning, and, with particular intelli-
gence in his look and manner, depreca-
ted her grief, as he ackpowledged him-
self the bearer of mtelhgence which he
feared would prove afflictive.

Elizabeth, whose mind was filled with
the recent elopement of her sister, beg-
ged to know what he had to communi-
cate?

Her anxiety had robbed her cheek of
the faint bloom whieh still reteined its
station there, and the tears started into
her eyes as she waited lis elucidation.

He began by asking—“ Have youw
seen Mr. Beverly since breakfast ?”

“ No; he left me early this morning.”

“ That
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‘% That ‘he left you no adieu, I am
well iriﬁzrmed; and I am now led to
summise that you are also ignorant of his
regent ¥ppointment in India.”

* Appointment in India! is it pos-
ghle” -

“ Indeed jt is; T was fortunate enough

to procure jt fer hiny, and amn happy. to
say he estimates iny friendship as it de-
serves, for te me he has entrusted a trea-
sure yvhich kings «could not purchase—
+e has deputed me the guardian, the
Jpratector of his—child ;” for-in the cold
- surprise Elizabeth’s manncr expressed,
he reagd the disapprobation with which
* any amore pointed allusion would be re-
geived. . '

« My child! Had he then so little
confidence in my affectiof, my -cares,
. thatsit was necessary to pominate an-
other guardian ?”

“ He estimates you as all must who
know you; but there are circumstances,
there "dre cases, in which a woman can-
. not
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not command the means of deeidfilg—'-
be it my care to assist in them.”

I1e paused; but he saw in EnzaMh
no swile of appréval, no mark of appro-
bation; cher heart was encircled by dis-
may; no blush, no tear, marked her
sense of the new insult she kad received
from her husband, but in her sleepless
aights, her restless, anxious days, soon
gave evidenee of her dcep feeling on tbe
ogcasion..

The most delicate assiduities, the most
soothing attentions, were lavishod on
her by captain Prince, the most friendly
cares proffcred by. Mrs. Seymour, heP
landlady ; but nothing could sooth the
anxiety of our heroine. At length she
acquainted her new friend, that she pur-
posed, with her child, seeking some re-
tired spot in the country, where they
might find shelter and comfort; ana
that on the sale of a few ornaments, and

the
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the labour of her hands, she must de-
pend for subsistence till she could re-
ceiye remittances from her husband.

M. Seymour '8aw no mecessity. for
such a sacrifice; she had understood Mr.
]§everly’s appointment was luerative, and
his friend would certainly advance any
sum necessary for her present purpose.

She then launched forth in the praises
of captain Prince’s generosity and worth;
but.Elizabeth's resolution was not to be
shaken; she could not submit to a vo-
Tuntary dependence; and from her own
-exergions she hoped a relief to her op-
‘pression of spirits ; she therefore declared
her resoution of leaving her present resi-
dence at the expiration of the time for
which they had taken the lodgings;
and to forward her plans, sent her faithful
‘Bertram' down to Bath, td'seek, in its
neighbourhood, some abode suited to
her humble circumstances. ;

' She
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She now found some leisure to pongder
on the singular circumstance of her hus-
band having left her without dn adieu;
and in her next interview with eaptain
Prince, adverted to the circumstangeLby .
inquiring if Mr. Beverly had left for her
Bo message, 10 scrap of paper? '

“ None, madam, byt s(hat I have
had the pleasure of communicating; to
me, indeed, he spoke much of you; he
lamented that an union with him should,
on your account, ever have taken place
Ob, Elizabeth,” he cried, falling at. fn_er
feet, “ do you wonder that I also Jom
in his regrets? ,Are you still blinded to
the passion which consumes me—whi~h.
filled my bosom the first instant I saw
you—that must live there till time itself -
be lost? Had I kingdoms, they should
be offcred with my hand; as it is, J can
only proffer my fortune and my love.
Nay, hear me,” he continued; * look”
not so horror-struck; your husband has
relinquished you, being well convinced

he
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he, cannot conduce to your happiness;
accept then of my protection. Your
chjld I iqust demand. Can you consent
to des&rt it?”

Anguish, horror, and amazement,
strug,gled in the bosom of Elizabeth for
expression tha. eontest was so0 violent,
that life 1tself seemed almost sacrificed ;
she sunk on the floor insensible. Long
she continued so,, and from her faintness
sgeovered only to fall into a lethargic
sleep, which continued for some lgom:s;
she awoke from it with a loud scream,
and throwing back the curtains, de-
-manded, in a frantic voice, her child.

" Captain Princés who was near the
béd, advancing towards her, &ndeavoured
te take her hand; he would have ex-
“pressed his regrets at having wounded
'her feelings—he would have deprecated
ljer resentment, have implored her par-
don, but the wild, the vacant, the fixed

VOL. IL. ~ K gaze
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gaze which met his view, arrested his
'words, and they faltered on his lips.

«“ Oh give me my child! shv eried.
“ I will knecl to thee, and be thy ser-
vant, fcr a sight of its cold and mangled
-eorse! ’Tis in vain you try t6 hide her
from me; she loved m~ so much, that
she will burst even the bonds of death
to view me!”

Loud and reiterated shrieks now suc-
ceeded, and incoherent expressions, of
the wildest and mest dreadful import,
almost reduced her persecutor to her own
situation; he desired the nurse .to takc
Frances to her. She gazed on the child
vacantly, -and seemed not to Leed her.
till, alarmed at her wandering and ghast-
ly look, she turned affrighted from hor,
and hiding her faee in the nurse’s bosom,
wept bitterly.

Elizebeth then looking earnestly on
it,
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ity -seerned to dwell intently on some
passing thought, for she said, quick and
mauttering—*“.God tempers the wind to
the sliorn lamb *and then added, “ God
£hvé ‘me a blessing once; but I wept

Javer it, and cherished it;-and how I am
quite—quyite deserted !”

The expression ‘of her countenanee
had new changed from wild insanity to
fixed despair; silent, and pale as a sta-
*tye, she sat apparently lost in grief.
Questions, eommands, entreaties and

. €xpostulations, were alike unheeded.

"The physicians who attended her pro-
ounced her in imminent danger; but
having, with sofhe difficulty, admini.
stered a composing draught, declared

. thexvent would be soon decided.

To endeavour to analyse the feelings
sof captain Prince, would he & difficult
and an unprofitable task; he would have
K2 sacrificed
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sacrificed his fortune, even his life;-to
have restored her to reason; and 'many
were the vows he offered to fulfil on her
recovery ; but when he saw her again
rising from the bed of sickness—saw the
proud resignation of her manner, her
dignified look and commanding air, his
former views, hopes, and’ wishes return-
ed. *

She now insisted on<having her little
Matilda (for so she now always called
her ¢hild) ‘constantly with her, and
would scarcely trust it a moment from
her arms. 'This‘exertion, so trying to a
frame weakened as hers was by illness
and mental struggles, so much retarded
her recovery, that her medical” atten-
dants declared they thought her consti-
.tution would not sustain the shock, if
some plan was not devised to prevail on
her to relinquish an effort so inconsistent
with her strength. Lo -

- Captaine
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* -.Captain Prince, who dared not yet
obtrutle himself upon her, was not sorry
ﬁar the opportumty now offered of claim-

ing Ber attentioh; he therefore, in a
shor.t note, expressed his wish to be al-
lowed a few minutes conversation with
her, in order to relieve her mind from
the dread,whith seemed to oppress it
for the fate of her child. He was imme-
diately admitted; and advancing to-
waigdds the sofa, where Elizabeth was
sated, expressed his pleasure at finding
her so much recovered, and woul.d have
taken her hand; but she used it to press
the child closer to her bosom, and she
wrepped her veil round it, as if to shield
her from the touch which she feared
might annihilate*it; and the cold shud-
der of her averted look ‘spoke, in the
"mast expressive manner, her abhorrence
of captain Prince. :

He was not prepared far this; he ex-
pected v-ehement reproach; and from it
K 3 he
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ke hoped to have extracted some.semti-"
ment resembling gratitude, wpon giving

up every claim upon the infant-of klisa-

beth.

Some moments weve passed-in silence;
at length, turning - towasds eaptain
Prince, Elizabeth said—¢1 Lad: deter-
mined, sir, on never again viewing 2
man who eould pervert the mame and
purposes of friendship as. you have daqne;
but the chaimn yow think proper o ag,
sert oyer the destiny of my child hus
eharged my determination. Let me
now hear what sve your views, what
your intentions; do not fear my suppli-
eations shall be exerted to induee you to
change your purpose; for I feel my
health is in such a state, that the fulik
_ment of your threat will leave me wo-*
thing to wish, to hope, or te fear, in this
world.” ~

She paused; and from her silence onl
did captain Prinee imagine she expected

an
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‘ananswer; for her looks, in the most
profoind melancholy, were again di-
rected t her child— I came, madam,
with®an intentidn of giving up every
claim that could give you uneasiness;
, 'k came determined to canceh in your
presence, the deed which constituted me
the guardian -of major Beverly’s child;
but this settled aversion, from leaving
me no hope that any step can gain me
yoyr regard, has unsettled my purpose.
* Put if you will only promise to see me
semetimes, to let me endeavour..by the
‘eorrectness of my future conduct, to
prove myself your friznd; say but you
will do this, and any time you may de-
: mand for the restoration of your health,
any retreat you may prefer for that pur-
pose, shall be yours; and my presence
*shail not be obtrnded-upon you till the
expiration of the term which you shall

appoint.” !

‘W e will not follow the aaptain through
’ K 4 the
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the arguments he used, nor trace Eliza-*
beth’s feelings as she deadened évery
hope vanity or passion eould raise in his
bosom. Ere they parted she four.d her
situation even worse than she had suf-
mised. Im Mrs. Seymour she found a .
creature of captain Prince; and in the
debt she had unavoidably eontracted, she
found a plea was raised for her deten-
tion.

As she hoped the sale of her watch.
and orpaments would produce sufficiertt -
for the discharge of this, she wrote her
faithful Bertram, to desire she would~dis-
pose of them, and forward to her the
amount ; at the same time informing her, -
that her long and expensive illness would,
she feared, render it impossible for her
to adopt the plan of retirement and comn-
fort she once hoped to possess; but-that
immediately on the receipt of the money
she had written for, she should again take -
possession of the apartment hg:r mother

v+ had
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‘had before appropriated to her, till she
had’adopted some plan for her future
subsistence,

* <Day after day elapsed, and no answer
arriving, Elizabeth becameea prey to
the most dreadful anxiety; her health
visibly gunk. beneath the conflict; an-
other and another letter was written;
and the idea, that either the one she
had sent, or the one she expected to ar-
rive, had been detained, took possession
of her mind. On the seventh day after
the date of the letter she had first writ-
ten, in taking the ¢hild from the ser-
vant (whom alone she would now suffer
to relieve her in the fatigue attendant
on t), she foomd a letter slipped into
her hand, and was inéxpressibly sur-
prised, on going into her chamber, to
read as follows:—  ~

K& “ A long
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“ A long period has elapsed
since your name has passed- my lipse
the same time has found me end+avousr
ing to banish from my heart that inage
which animated every ptlsation; in he
struggle T have never inquired if<T had
been successful, till-I heard that you
were unfortunate, when I felt that all
you could wish extirpated was lost; and
only the most lively esteem, theé most
profound respect, and the sincerest
friendship, remeained; these sentiments
have led me to be minute in my inqui-
ries respecting you; I traced you to your
present residence--I presented myself at
'your door to desire admittance, but was
always told you saw ho company. Sub-
sequent citcumstances nave led me to
suppose that you were ighorant of my
visits; I therefore take this opportunity
of entreating you to consider me as your
friend, and that you will have my agen-
cy in any way that may be most useful
to you. If your present situation is

compuisatory,
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‘compulsatory, suffer me to apprise some
of your friends of it; if pecuniary em-
-harraslments have any thing to de with
it, consider that the kind of assistance
which can extricate you from them is
the least proof you can give a young
man, without connexions or claims on
his purse, oféyour esteem.

* That I am not more energetic in
my language, more warm in my offers,
you must attribiite to the very delicate
,situation in which 1 find myself placed,
and not to any want of the septiments
which must make any way you can ren-
de~ him useful, an office of pleasure to
your very sincere and obedient humble
servant, .

* *“ EpyuNp DERMONT.”

P —

In her answer to this letter, which
was conveyed through the servant the
next time the child was/ taken to walk,
hlmabeth, after expressiing the feelings
K6 of
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of gratitude such unexpected proofs of
friendship were calculated to excite, avail
ed herself of his attentions, only to re
quest he would deposit,: in the post-
office, a letter to her faithful Bertraim,
and to recdeive and convey her the an-
swer to it through the same channel.

Awakened to the characters of her
hostess and captain Prince, the watch-
fulness with which she regarded them
now led her to conceive they had some.
grand plan in agitation; her surprise
may therefore be imagined, when this
Jiriend of her bhusband gave her to un-
derstand that he was at length deter-
mined to relinquish a pursuit, from
which he could hope t6 derive no ad-
vantage; and added with significance,
that Mrs. Seymour had promised to plake
no farther barrier in the way of her re-
moval, if she would consign to her the
valuables she had in her pdssession.

voyfully
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"+ Joyfully did Elizabeth assent to these
terms; and taking her treacherous land-
lady to her own room, delivered to her
every article of her wearing apparel, ex-
tefiting only the clothes she must neces-
sarily wear in her journey do®n to Bath,
where sQe thought she had reserved
money gnoufh, from her employment
at her needle to carry her.

So anxious was she to complete this
ppurpose, that she declined waiting even
for the letters she expceted tg receive
from Mr. Dermont ; and in taking leave
of Mrs. Seymour for the night, begged
te mention the following morning for
the commencement of her journey.

Yet the tincertainty of her future
prospects, the conduct of her husband,
and a thousand otheY ideas, which only
the unhappy can imagime, for only the
unhappy can feel, obtruded* themselves
on her imagination, and chased sleep,

till
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till towards morning, when she fell into
a heavy and unrefreshing slumber, from
which she did not awaktla till rather a late
hour. Having taken some refreshinent,
she searched in her desk for the small ¢asé
where she'kept her notes—it was not to.
be found. In vain she looked every
where to which she had access—it was
gone, irrecoverably gone; and seven shil-
lings in her purse was all the worldly
property at her command.

For a monrent she hesitated whether
to apply to captain Prince for a supply '
sufficient to carry’ her to Bath, where
she yet believed the sale of a few va-
luables in her possession would still af-
ford her a temporary theans of siibsis-
tence; but the abhorrence she felt for
him immediately damped this idea; aad
she had received téo many mortifications
from those she had already received from
Mis. Seymour, to condestend to’accept
from her any. additional favours; she

titercfore
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' therefore determined to perform the
journiey on foot. On such a public road,
ghe thought it most probable some con-
veyance might oﬂ“er, which could be ob-
fained at an easy expence; for now out
.of the power of her persecutors, every
impedimgnt seemed trifling.

She forgnt her own delicate health—
the infant scarcely two years old, who
demanded her assistance ; and after throw-
éng on her cloak and bonnet, she de-
gcended to Mrs. Seymour’s room; and
telling her she was come to deliver the
Keys of her apartments, and to bid her
adinal adieu, she courtesied, and would
have withdrawn, when a shabby-looking
man, who was Waiting in the passage,
arrested her attention, as he entreated
" ske would not forget the shoeblack ; and
added, Susan having ‘beer: sent out on an
errand, had desired him to entreat the
lady fo remefnber her likewise.

These
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These claims on her purse had always
been generously remembered by Eliza-
beth. Her eyes were turned fowards
Mrs. Seymour, and she would haye pe-
titioned her assistance, but the malig-
nant trinmph she there witnessed de-
cided her; and drawing out her purse,
she gave it to the man, aad desiring he
would divide the contents with Susan,
and to tell the latter she should reinu-
nerate her in a way better according with
her wishes, when she arrived at Bath,
again turned fowards the door, as Mrs. .
Seymour seemed making an ineffectual
motion to detain -ker, for her atteytion
was totally engrossed by surprise at the
sight which now met her view; and-:
her surprise was changed to horrupss
a gentleman called to the officers o#jus-
tice, who entered with him, to seize that
woman, who stood charged on oath with
having detained a letter intended for one
of her lodgers, inclosing u. considerable
sum of money,

Rlizabeth
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¢ «.Elizabeth too paused, for in the per-
son of the gentleman she discovered Mr.
Dermont who, approaching her with
the mgst marked respect, begged to be
alowed the pleasure of a few minutes
.conveysation with her.

She leq himeto a small parlour; and
lie there entreated her pardon for the li-
berty he had taken in proceeding so far
in san aflair so, material, without her
» ganction; but that, having no opportu-
- mity of forwarding a letter to her, and
‘having learned from Susan that it was
her intention toleave Y.ondon that morn-
ing, he had ventured on the step she
: was so much surpgised at; at the samne
tiine rawing ac°letter from his pocket,
which, he said, was from Mrs. Bertram,
*an-1 which she had directed for Lim, in
the fear, however gmuhdless,, that ler
mistress’s name might invite curiosity,
even througl ‘that channcl.

Iilizabeth
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Elizabeth was teo much agitated-to’
attend, at this moment, to the particu-
lars Dermont wounld have adwanced ;
and indeed the embarrassment he felt,
when called upon to make the disclosare,
rendered ‘it so obscure, that we. must
leave his tale, and give the- Dartlculars
in his own words. «

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIV.

Lach lanely scene shall thee restore,
For shee the tear be duly shed,
Belo#d, till tife shall charm no more,
And mourn’d till piy’s self be dead.
Dirge in Cymbeline.

Friends shown in Acts of Friendship.

*Mz. Dermont having, soon after the
marpiage of Elizabeth, lost his father,
eame into possession of a clear five hun-
:dred a-year. 'This property, though
" smalk, was amply sufficient for his ideas
of comfort, even with a wife and family.
e(xnallied, unconnected as he was, it
scemed rather a curse "than a blessing,
for the house appertaining to the estatc,
by bringing +t0 his remembrance the
hours Flizabeth had pagsed in it, was

blended
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lended with too many ideas inimical to
his peace to become his residence and
the farm which his father had , himse)f
occupied, and which might, by employ-
ing his time, have dissipated the melar.-
choly which still preyed on his mind,
not being necessary to his comfort, was
let with the house, ané he Jndulged
himself in making the tour of his own

country.

In passing through Bath, the crystal
enclosing the hair in his brooch being
loose, he stepped into a jeweller’s, to get
it fastened. As he was waiting, he ob-
served, with seme other articles, a chain
and seals lying on thg counter; and care-
lessly taking them up; he was siruck
with a device he well remembered to
have seen on Elizabeth’s notes.” It was
an extraordinary cvincidence, as she had
been a resident here. Could she be
enough reduced to be unVer the*neces-
sity of disposing of these trifles?
- As
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* «i-As this question was painfully agi-
tating his mind, he examined another—
< Elizabeth” met his view on a scroll—
itimuyst be hers. * He turned towards the
jeweller, and requested to know if these
.were to be disposed of ? and wes answer-
ed in the ‘aﬂirmative.

After assuring Mr. Stock that his
questions were not dictated by idle cu-
rigsity, he procgeded to inquire who had
left them for sale? and was told that a
plain-dressed woman had requested a
given sum of money on them and a few
othor trinkets, as the lady to whom they
balonged had immediate occasion for
that sum—that she,declined selling them
altodether, but<that the lady would re-
turn in a few days, and Would then de-

'sibe somc means of repaying him.—
Being engaged at thetoment, Mr. Stock
had requested that she weould call again,
that he micat make some inquiries re-
spectmg her character, which he had

found
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found very respectable; and he had no'
doubt but the valuables in question had
belonged to Mrs. Beverly, for it was her
confidentidl servant, whom he nowevcry
minute expected, and whe very soca

after appeared.

Mr. Dermont having tepped on one
side, as she conversed ‘with the jeweller,
heurd the accents.of her woice, in tones
of disappointment, as Mr. Stock advised
her to apply to a pawnbroker, it being
quite out of his way to take valuables of
this description.

She was turning to leave the shap,
distress very legibly imprinted on her
countenance, when Edinund, stepping
forward, begged to be allowed to ad-
vance the required sum, at the samg’
time demanding, in return, such pd¥ti-
culars respecting the lady, for whom he’
was interested, as he wished to know.

ilaving
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Vs JHaving pathered the information he
requested, he desired that her mistress
mi‘ght nbt, till her return, be informed
thay &xe money Was obtained without
thi salé of the jewels, and immediately
epafted for London.

He walte'd npt long before he pre-
sented himself at the door of Mrs. Sey-
mour for admission; and inquiring for
.Mrs.. Beverly, he was informed she
was not at home. "This surprised hiin,
ns:he had, but a minute bafore, seen a
gentleman cnter, whom he supposcd to
be captain P’rince; and. these suspicions
werg confirmed by the groom, who was
»Jeading his horses in the street. e ac-
,cordingly pursued the mqmry, if’ any
onc lodged there besides M#s. Beverly ?
and ayas answered in the negative.

He returned disconsolate o his lodg-
ings, and the fo'lowing meriing applied
again, with no better suecess. He now

inquired
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inquired if the card he had left on .the
preceding day had been presentea? The
girl seemed embarrassed, but acknow-
ledged that her mistress had desired that
all cards and letters left for Mre. Be-
verly slLould be carried to her, and that
nobody should be admitted to her pre-
sence but captain Prince, who was a
daily visitor.

Having doubled the bribe by which
he had gained this intelligence, he begged
that the girl would devise some plan
whereby he might pursue his conversa-
tion ; and she having told him at v-hat
hour she should be abroad with Mrs.
Beverly’s child, he waited her arrivel:
and the result of thic conversation was
the letter which has been laid before iny
readers. :

Surmising, from the intelligence he
had gathered from the girl, that Mrs.
Beverly had been disappointed of some

monev
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\tngney she had expected to receive, he
had nd hesltat:on in believing that her
letter to Mrs. Be'rtram was to inquire
the reagon; and on questioning the girl
ve.yeclosely, she eonfiessed having taken
a letteg from the postman, for which she
had paid double postage front Bath, and
having deljverea it tothehandsofher mis-
tress. He therefore took down her depo-
sition immediately ; and on her seeking
him ¢n the evening of the day preceding
that fixed for Elizabeth’s departure, he
“1ieard from her enough of a tonvereation
which had passed between Mrs. Seymour
ana captain Prince, to inform him they
meant to take every advantage of her
n»cessities, to place her completely in
.their power, not déeming it possible that
in her present weak state she could un-
dért...e such a journey; but even in the
event of this they were "not ﬁnprepared,
for she would have been agm intercept-
ed, and fured “ack to them.

* YOL. IL 1 Just,
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Just now Mrs. Bertram's letter wgs .
presented to him, As soon as he began
it, he perceived who it was for, and also
ascertained that his suspicions respectitig
it were well founded, as its date exactly
tallied with that on which Susan had,
taken the letter to her mistress. He
now hesitated not a moment; but tak-
ing the officers of justice, arrcsted Mrs.
Seymour, as we have seen.

Ere Elizabeth had concluded her con- :
ference with Mr. Dermont, she received -
a message from Mrs. Seymour, entreat-
ing to see hcr. ‘IHe immediately- toid
Elizabeth that he liad foreseen this, and
adding, it was no.doubt to endeavour *
to persuade her to avbid bringing the
affair into a court of justice, which she
would, of course, wish to avoid—**"ou
are, my dear madam, so much agitated,
that I must insist on your having some ~
refreshment;” and ringimy the bell, he-
sent Susan, who answered it, for a glass

) of-
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'oi""wipe, while he entreated to be allow-
ed to meet Mrs. Seymour, and .act for

h‘Y

{Sbe gratefully accepted this biroposal
‘and having consigned Eliza to the
care of Susan, whom he desired not to
leave herstill his return, and havmg iy
a whisper warned Susan to apprise him
if captain Prince should intrude, he de-
_parted to Mrs. Seymour.

. 'On his return, which was’not tilj some
time had elapsed, he informed her that
M'rs.»Seymour, findin all prevarication
useless, had gladly agreed to reimburse
Rer for the money-s-“ And,” he added,
bowing, “I took the libgrty, finding
from her conversation that she pretend-
ed . have some claims op you, to settle
them all from the money she restored.
The overplus,” he added, * I have the
‘pleasure of p:esenting to );éou';” and he
placed something more than thirty gui-

[2]
142 . neas
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neas in her hands, with Mrs:Scyméian
bill, properly. receipted—* I also desired
that your bed might again be preparad,
and that my servant should alfo sze
one made up within the sound of *your
vbell; and that this good girl,” he addeq,
pointing to Susan, “ should be consti-
rtuted attendant on this sweet:little crea-
ture, that .you might have a night of
-uninterrupted repose, and -that you
might have no.further oecasion to sce o
converse with this disgrace to her sx.
I have had all these items added to her
. bill” ,

The tears started into Elizabeth’s yes
at these delicate attentions, but she did
not attemptto utter a word—she looked
her thanks.

He then, with distant respect. begged .
to be allowed to inquire after her he-tlth
in the cvening, took his leuve, after sign-
mg to Susan to follew him from the

room,
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\?o'éfn,.when, giving her some directions
'conducige to the comtort of Elizabeth,
gujtted her; and arrived at his lodg-

in . He had notbefore dared to dwell
on'tlie altered look and manner of Eli-
‘2abethe it now struck tohis heart, as the
circumstancg of their first meeting pass-
ed in review before him—intelligence,
enthusiasm, gemius, sensibility, and love,
beaming in every glance, and animating
every gesture; whilst the rose and the
Illy, which nature had so fmely blended
m her countenance, and which in turn
predominated, as distinct emotions-agi-
tated her bosom, seemed almost useless
to delineate the feeling they betrayed,
as every line of Ler ¥xpressive counte-
‘nance served us an indexsto her souh
Now sorrow had dismantled the cheek
of its bloom, and care gppeared to have
chilled tlie enthusiasm- which had se
marked  her character, the sensibiliby
hich tormerxy lived in ller smiles and
tears was now melted into'a soft melan-
103 » cholye
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choly; and the love, which had so ofteri
called for a. sympathetic feeling in thé
bosom of her companions, seemed ‘ost
in that maternal feeling which impar s to
the heart so sweet’a reality; in place of
the dreams of youthful passion, ‘ier ani-
mation was absorbed in the mild resig-
nation her countenance and «oice exhi-
bited. .

He returned to Elizabeth in the even-
ing, and had the pleasure of finding her
calm*and tranquil, though her pallid
countenance and heavy eyes gave but-
too evident signs that her health was not
yet re-established; an expression of
pleasure passed over her countenance as
he entered,*while the child struggled
to get from her to Dermont, who had
quite engaged her affection in the walks
she had taken with Susan. .

The Xittle girl banished"the awkward-
ness they must mutually have felt at

this
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\ﬂm meetmg, and after taking some tea
with I lizabeth, Mr. Dermont departed,
ha~ing promised %o return in the morn-
ing) ang arrange for her departure. She,
hoWwéyer, refused the effer he had pressed
lpon her of allowing his servant to sleep
with her, bavmg retained Susan in her
dressing-raom to "occupy a small bed
placed there for the nwrse.  Sleep again
fled her eyes; and on attempting to rise
in tife morning, site found her head grow
giddy, and she was obliged aguin to re-
turn to her pillow.

Mr. Dermont, thougfn concerned, was
nat furprised at this information, which
wes coyveyed by Sushn, whom he en-
Sregted to watch over the poor sufferer.
On his return, in about two hours, he
svag surprised, on being, shewn into the
Jittle sitting-room appropriated to Eli-
mbeth, to meet Mr. Darnley, with
whom he haa a slight aequaintance.
Beatrice soon after entered, and in an-

swers
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swer to his anxiouns inquiries for the ?:irf'!
teresting invalid, she replied that she be<,
lieved quiet, and the rociety of thoseihe
loved and esteemed, would soon re: tore
her; “ and, my dear sir,” she continued,
“ while you go on to visit Matild, I wil,
with your leave, wa.tch hy this dear
friend.”

Mr. Darnley took her hand, and his
eyes spokc the pleasure his words did
not attempt to give.—* Much as your
sister loves and values you, my dear
girl, I am sure this excuse for your dg-
clining the visit will afford her the most:
heartfelt satisfaction; and, added to the .
tale we have to convey of your friend’s -
virtuous fortitude, must communieat. a
view of human nature, gratifying in
the extreme; but Elizabeth will, I hopé,
see me before I go .

« She will receive you in a few mi,
swtes ; she 1s but just dressed, and that
effort has so much flutte:od her, that she
wishes a little repose ere she receives

you.
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‘yod To you, sir,” she added, bowing
w Mr. Dermont, “ she begged me to
ade her excuses fpr not availing herself
of y »ur,attention this evening ; she flat-
ters Rerself she shall be well enough to
receive you in the morning.”

It is time now #o account for the un-
expected arrival of Mr. and Miss,Darn-
ley, who having in vain requested to see
Mrs.,Beverly in Flmwell, had made her
frequently the subject of their conversa-
vion and thoughts. Their anxiety was
aost painfully increased by the arrival
of hn anonymous lettdr, detailing, in
pretsy accurate terms, her situation with
cantain Prince—the danger to which
her. virtye and principles were exposed ;
and concluded with an earnest entreaty
that Zdr, Darnley would cendeavour to
preserve one he had so much loved and
est'eemed.

Thoug vh Mr. Darnley did not much
: approve
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approve of the manner in which he h 4
obtained this information, he felt tca
much interested in the subject to suffer
it tobe lost without tarther inquiry ,.and*
the letter having referrcd to Mre. Ber-
tram, at Bgth, whem it described as a
faithful attendant, for further informa-
tion, he immediatel; wrote to her for
every information; his letter arrived just
as she had received the one from her
mistress respecting the loss of the mo-
ney.; and the questions in Mr, Darnley’s
letter respecting captain Prince having
recallcd several gircumstances to her me-
mory which set his conduct in 2 c.ubi-
ous light, she returned such an answer .
as awakened all bis anxiety, and he 1m-
mediately determineu to take this oppor.
tunity of visiting Matilda, her frieads -
having long requested that pl..cure; -
and as London lay in their Yoad, they
could, without any appcarance of attgn-
tion, which might leave a pamful ovlivs,
gation
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