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@ pinions of the prass.

» % % [n the days that witnessed our civilization in
its fairest flower,it w4s the allotted and the inviolate duty
of every IndMn man and woman to turn in the evening
of life on the path to God-knowledge, to retire to the
tranquility of forest retreats,..... ......... Though the life
lived by the main mass of the people to-day is so essen-
tially dissimilar to that lived in the past, the continuing
turning away of her choice spirits to the pursuit of God
indissolubly links the India of the twentieth century with
the India of the centuries gone by.

We have been led on to these reflections by the
perusal of two books that have for sometime been lying
before us. Oneof them is “Vaidic Rahasya-Sandarbha”
by Swami Yogananda Saraswati, another of our country-.
men with modern education, who has found the problem
of existence infinitely more absorbing than existence
itself, and worth dedicating his life to. Here we have
a great scholar, a pundit perfectly .at home with the
whole range of Sanskrit literature, attempting a natura-

listic explanation of current indian beliefs regarding Pitri-
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yajna, Pitri-loka and Pitri-jan, Deva-loka and Deva-jan,
Preto-loka, cremation, the Sradh ceremony, the offering
of pindas, the recitation of Vedic mantras, and life after
dcath. The treatise represents an honest effort to rob
the popular notions with respect to these matters, which :
so fully dominate the average Indlan’s outlook on life,
‘of that enevelope of supematuralism. winch has formed
round them through ages of lessening knowledge of our
sacred books and of increasing superstition. We have
the very Heaven of Indian mythology located, for irstance,
on the solid earth, north of India. Needless to say, every
explanation olfered is supplemented by direct quotation
from origiual sources. The learned writer has certainly
opened up a most suggestive line of enquiry for scholars
to take up. We would press this book also equally
earnestly to the notice of the public. Eight annas per
copy, to be had at 8, College Square, Calcutta
DAILY “BENGALEE” 9th March 1910.

Vabpic RAHASYA SANDARVA by Swami Yogananda
Saraswati :—The author is a profound scholar of Vedantic
Philosophy with a liberal Western education. He has
devoted years to the study of the Vedas and ancient

Indian Philosophy and discarded the comforts of home
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life for the stndy of the secrects of Indian shastras. This
book is an honest attempt to divert the popular mind
from the fetters of ordinary uotions which prevail as
regards Pitriyagna, Pttri-loka and Pitri-jan. Devaloka
and Deuajan and:also what was understood by the sradh
ceremony, the offcring, of “Pindas” and the chanting of
“Mantras,” in the :Vedic time. Every statement n this
book is supported by quotations from original Sanskrit
texts. The author has spared no pains to make the book
acceptable to the public in general and has thrown a
flood of light to illuminate the dark corners of wrong
notions prevailing from Pauranic time. It will amply
repay perusal to those inquistive minds who take delight
in the study of our revered shastras and to know the real
interpretations of the same. The book can be had from
Babu Lalit Mohan Ghose, M. A, B. L., 8, College Square,
aod has been very moderately priced, annas 8, a
copy.
DAILY “AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKN” Friday 25th

November 1910

Vapic RAHASYA-SANDARVA—This is one of the
many publications of Swami Jogananda Saraswati and

deals with the Hindu ceremonies after death as mentioned
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in the Vedic literature, The Vedic language is long
dead, and the number of scholars learned in it are few,
It is, therefore, a pleasure to find the author, who is a
Sanyasi, devoting his time and labbur in offering natura-
listic explanations of the Vedic “mantras.” The- purpost
of the book under notice is to dispel, according to the
author, certain erroneous popular l)eliefé*:f'ga;ding “Pitri-
Jajna” “Pitriloka,” “Devaloka’ ¢Devajan,” Pitri-jan.”
“Pretaloka,”’ etc. The Swami has supported his argu-
ments by quoting authorities from original sources,but the
trend of his arguments runs counter to the current of popu-
lar beliefs which are deep-rooted in the mind of the ortho-
dox Hinduand have, according to him valid sanction in
rituals and religious usages which have been handed
down from generation to generation. Philological
researches have proved that words used in ancient Hindu
scriptures have as in all other ancient languages, under-
gone ‘considerable changes in their meanings, and the
different commentators of the Vedas have interpreted
the “Mantras” in various ways. Of course Panini's
Grammar and Jaska’s Nirukta afford eonsiderable help
to get at the proper explanations of the “mantras”
but, then, the ““mantra” period of the Vedic literature is

so far removed from the time when Jaska undertook to
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interpret the obsolte words used in the Vedas that it is
not always safe to depend upon that authority of com-
paratively modern times, Any how the author has made
a commendable effort toghow that the Hindu Shastras
are, aftegall, not so illiberal or inelastic as the orthodox
community try to make them out to be: they are
capable of very lib#ral interpretation and the more the
Hindus resort to 1t with the evolution of the times, the
better for the race and the religion. The book can be had
trom Babu Lalit Mohan Ghosh, M. A., B. L., 8, College

Square, Calcutta, Price 8 annas, a copy,

INDIAN DAILY NEwWS, 644 February 191t
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