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OPINIONS,
ot P
The Honourable H. H, Risley writ ,274:(;31, K

My DEAR SIR, Very many thanks for sending
me a copy of the second edition of your very
interesting book on Castes I have made much use
of the 1st. edition a few years ago and I hope some
day to find time to study the sccond.

You have since asked me for permission to print
this. I have much pleasure in saying that I have
no objection if you think my opinion of any value.
on the subject you know much more about that’
than I do. 21, 7, 93.

(Sd.) H. I RI
(Now Secretary tq.tlie Gaz\‘%n'

Amrita B#zar Patrika 28th April 18¢8.

“Sambandha-Nirnaya” or a social History -
of the Principal Hindu Castes in Bengal, by
Lal Mohun Vidyanidhi, Normal School,
Hooghly.



Pundit Lal Mohan Vidyanidhi has laid
rountrymen under a deep obligation by thiy
revised and enlarged edition of his Samband/ia.
Nirnaya. « THe beok has in the edition
been almost doubled in size, and its valus
more than doubled. {1t is 1 wonderful work,
displaying, as it does, indefatigable industry,
patient research, and a single minded dea
votion, almost rare in the annals of literature.
The author has, no douht, been supported in
his arduous toils by his lolty patriotism.  Fog
the motto of his book he has taken the
following apt quotation from one of Professor
Max Muller's Addresses: N\ people that
could teel no pride in the past, in its history
and literature, has lost the mednstay of its
national character.  When Germany was in
the very depth of its poliical degradation, it
turned to its ancient' hiterature, and drew
hope for the future from the study of the

past. Something of the same kind was now
. . . N hd
passing in India.”

The wealth of information the book con-
tains, is simplv marvellous.

The materials
collected in it.

£0 a great way to furnish us
with a real social history of Bengal. All
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fanmilies belonging to the principal Hindu
castes, will find im it an account of their
ancestors. The book is a timely one. The
race of ghalaks (the heralds of Bengal Kuli-
nism) is gradually becoming extinct, and
much valuable information, contained in their
books, would surely have been lost to the
world if IP’andit Lal Mohun had not with
laborious loves given us the cream as it were,
of all that voluminous literature within a
reasonable compass. No doubt, the book
may contain some mistakes; but as a
Brahmin Kulin of very high rank, himself no
mean authority on questions of Kulin génea-
_logy said to us,when speaking in terms of high
praise of the book, that for a book of this
kind to be perfect the author should receive
the help of all persons interested in the
subject, members of respectable Hindu fami-
lies, who know anything of their genealogy,
should communicate to the author information
which may be utilised in subsequent editions,
either by way of supplement or correction.
The author has promised two appendices to
the book, which will go to make it a com-
plete repository of the genealogical lore of
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Bengal. This first Appendix is to be called
the Bangshavali, and the second, Mela
Prakarana. We earnestly express our hope
that the author will receive generous support
from the reading public. No gentleman of
rank in the country should be without a copy
of the book. We hope, Government also,
will encourage, if, indeed, it has not done
so already, the spirit of genuine original
research shown by the author, by purchasing
a large number of copies of the work. No
Bengali library in the country would be
complete without a copy of this book. We
hope that with the generous support of the
public, the author will shortly be able to
bring eut his promised appendices, without
which the book is in some important points
incomplete.

Calcutta,
The 19th January, 1905
Dear Sir, .
Very many thanks for the book which you
were so good as to present me and I regret
that when you called I was unable to see
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you. Iam generally at the Home Office
from 12 to 6 and I should be glad to sce
you the next time you are at Calcutta.

Yours sincerely

- (Sd). H. H. Risley.

REMARK COPIED FROM THE INDIAN NATION

Dated 24th September 1900.

‘Sambandha Nirnaya’ by Pundit Lal-
mohon Vidyanidhi is a work which exhibits
great research. It purports to be a sgcial
history of the principal Ilindu castes in
Bengal and is no mere compilation but is
founded upon original and authoritative
works. The objects mainly kept in view are
accuracy, method and condensation. The
book is marked by the sobriety and the
severity of history and not by the tawdry
display of rhetoric so common in books of a
*certain class. It should be highly prized
not only by students of history and antiquities
and those given to the discussion of social
questions, but by all members of the castes
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here dealt with who are interested-in knowing
their origin and history. The reformer alse
should know something of the history of the
institution he seeks to destroy and should
not trade in mere abstract principles. This
is a book that he may safely consult. Itis
a work of rare merit in Bengali literature and
deserves to be patronised. If society will not
encourage the author, Government ought
to come to his aid. We have bc'ore us a
copy of the second edition of his work, and
a volume of supplement as big as the work
itself. .
(Sd.) N. N. GHOSE,
(Ba at-Law,) Editor.

BENGALEE 15 Oct. 98 —No gentleman of rank in
the country should be without a copy of the book.
No Bengali library in this country would be com-
plete without a copy of this work. April 28, 1898.

The Pandit whose spirit of 1¢search and regard
for truth is well known has thrown much light on
the Social History of the Hindu Castes. The work
deserves the publie encouragement.

(Sd) SurRENLRA NATH BANERJI,
Editor.
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M‘cssrs. H. Woodrow M. A, E. B. Cowell
M. A, Dr. C. A. Martin L. L. D.,, Professors Rev,
‘K. M. Banerji, Krishna Kamal Bhattacharya B. A,,
«Raja Rajendra Lal Mitra L. L. D., Scholar Bhudeb
Mukherjee C. 1. E., Hon. Gurudas Banerji L. L. D.,
Mahamahopadhyaya, M. C. Nyayaratna, Babu
Nilambar Mukherjee M. A., poet Hem Chandra
Banerjec and other Professors entertained the
same high opinion of the wotk.

Calcutta, the roth Feb. 1gr1.

Pandit Lalmohan Vidyanidhi is a Veteraw
educationsst and one of the oldest Bengal:
writer. He is now a Government pensioner,
while in service he held such respectable
posts as the senior professor of Sanskrit
in Rameshaw College, Cuttak, the Head
Master of the Hooghly Trainning School
and Deputy Inspector of Schools in several
Districts. /¢ was he who first brought out
a'most wuseful book on poetics in Bengali
named Kavyauirnaya, which was published
in 1862. This book was very highly spoken
of by such educational authorities as E. B.
Cowell, the then Principal of the Sauskrit
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College and H. Woodrow, the then Director
of Public Instruction of Bengal. This book
was a Text-book for the Vernacular Master-
ship Examination in the Normal Schools and
and also for the Bengali subjects for the
University B. A. degiee examination for 1868
and 1869. Besides this book on ‘Rhetoric
Pandit Vidyanidai has written several other
books—(1) Sambandhanirnaya, (2) The
early days of the Aryans, (3) Sikshasopan, (4)
Patraprabandha, (5) Charuprabandha. 7
remember to have read essays wrilten oy him
in such Magaszines as ‘Ralasya-Sandhar-
bha”, "“Bangadarsan’, ‘'Aryyadarsan” and
“Bandhab” the most learncd editors of which
all spoke of his wriltings in very high terms.

I am glad to find that the last named
book “Charuprabandha” has been adapted
as Text-buok for the Middle Vernacular
Examination. J/¢s language is simple and
chaste subject malters rightly chosen and
the tllustrations and gel-up of the book good.

Kaliprasanna Bhattacharya,
Retired Principal Sanskiit College.
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Office of the Lensds Commissioner for India.
D/o No. 581.
® Ranchi, the 3ist August 19172,
Pandit Lal Mohan Vidyanidhi Bhattachaiya,
Santipur, (Dist Nadia.)
Dear Sir,

I have to shank you for sending me a
copy of the 3rd edition of your excellent work
Sambandha Nirnaya.

I well remember meeting you on one
occasion when I visited Hooghly in the year
1igor and 1 still have a copy of the 2nd
edition of your woik which then gave me.
The present one, judging from its size,
appears ,to contain a lot of new matter, but
I regret that it will be some time before I
shall have leisure to read it.

Yours truly
E. A. GAIT, -~

Census Commissioner for India.

Office of the Census Commissioner for India

D/o No. 839.
o * ® Ranchi, the 1ith September 1912.
Dear Sir, N\

i wrlte to thank you for the suppliment
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to your Sambandha Nirnaya which you have
now kindly sent me.
Yours truly
E. A. GAIT.
Pandit Lal \’Iohan Vidyanidhi Ehattachax\a,‘
Santipur, Dist. Nadia.

"

Office of the Census Commissioner for India.
D/o No. 887.
Ranchi, the 23 September 1913.
Dear Sir,

I have to thank you for your Eirata etc.
to your Sambandha Nirnaya which you sent
me this morning, and also for your good
wishes which I reciprocate.

Yours truly,

E. A. GAIT,

Pandit Lal Mohan Vidyanidhi Bhattacharya,
) Santipur.

29, THEATRE ROAD;
Calcutta, 23rd Jan.
My dear Sir,
I thank you for the copy of your ‘editon
of the Meghdutfwhlch you kindly sent me.
Your book giving an Ethnological His-



’ ( 3)

tory o’f Bengal* is I understand, a learned
and useful work. * * * *
I hope yoy, and your family are quite well.
% ’Wﬁfﬂﬁﬂ I i’ours. truly,
’ C: W. BorToN,
Late Offg. Chief-Commissioner of Assam.

CigcuLAR No. 1009.

From C. A, MARTIN EsQ. L., L. D.
Offig. Director of Public /nstruction,
Bengal.
To Al (1) Principals of Aris Colleges
and Inspectors of Schools (except
oThe Inspector of European Schools.)
Dated, Darjeeling, the 2gth October 1896
Sir, .

I have the honour to commend to your
notice the secohd edition of a book entitled
*Sambandhanirnaye” by Pandit Lalmohon
Vidyanidhi, Head Pandit of the Hoogly
Training School. The book treats of the
soc#l histary of the people of Bengal,eand is
the result of laborious rescardies into their
caste® system.  The Central  Text-Book
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Committee, which was conyaited rPéarding
the book, recommends that it should have a
place in the libaries of Colleges and Zella
schools ; and I accordingly réquest that you
will be so gbod as, to purchase &"““"" for thea

2) copres

2 goee — under your charge from the library
d”()\\ ance ()f T_that lostitaten

127 the 1ospretine 1stiaction
I have the honour to be etc.
(Sd.) C. A. MARTIN.
Offig, Dircector of Public Instruction,
Bengal.

THE INDIAN DarrLy NEWS Savs :—
Thursday, May 18t!., 1g0og.

“Sambandhanirnaya’—This'is a valu-
able compilation by Pandit L. M. Vidyanidhi
late Hd Pandit of Hooghly Normal School
and pnblished by Messrs S. K. Lahiri & Co.
of College Street. It is a wsocial History of
the principal castes of Bengal and contains
an intersting account of the various social
divisions existing in this country. The
author deserves to be congratulatéd: on
the productldﬁ of what appears to be a
work of real merit. _*
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