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“Nowhere in the new provincial area did the
flames of anger rose higher than at Barisal under
his leadership. Lord Morley then at the India
Office found it most distasteful to sanction in
December 1908, the application to this scholarly
man and eight other Bengal leaders of the
Regulation of 1818, authorising deportation
without trial, for reasons of State.”
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

Shillong, 14-8-1906.
DEAR Sigr,

Before leaving India I must write to beg of
you, for your country’s sake, to take the
opportunity, that my resignation affords, of
abandoning a position of hostility to the British
Government which must be fraught with evil
consequences. It has been a matter of deep
regret to me that you should bave taken so
prominent a stand in opposing a Government
which only needs the co-operation of leaders of
the people to benefit the country very greatly ;
I have been hoping all along that you would
re-consider your position. For you are, I am
aware, not one of those who render to their
country lip-service only. To the cause of
education you have devoted practical and
successful effort, remembering that philanthropy
is shown by deeds. I beg that you will reflect
upon the situation and upon the harm, which the
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agitation is causing to the youth of your people,
and emphasise the self-denial you have practised
in the past—an act of renunciation. which,
however distasteful to you, will be for the lasting
benefit to those whose interest you have at
heart.

Yours truly,

(Sd) Bamfyide Fuller. =
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“Since I have read,1 have been in another
world than this nois;y world of the West, where
we spend our days in pursuing nothing which
we think everything, and I have felt as if I
could live otherwise. And in my old age I shall
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have time to assimilate, I hope, a great deal of
that which this book of yours ought to give to
me, I am grateful to you for it,

The way it has been done will help us over
here to take in and digest its lessons. The little
stories which illustrate your points of thought
and practice are of great interest, and I am
personally delighted wtth the quotations from
the poets of India. The life of that great

country is made clearer and nearer to me.”
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Aswini Kumar Dutt whose death we have to
chronicle with vnspeakable sadness of heart,had no peer
in the whole of Bengal in the higher qualities of man,
His soul was like a star that shone apart but his heart
was so near to man that he won the confidence and the
affectiou of all who came into contact with him, It is
hardly possible to exaggerate the influence of his teachings
and the example of his life on the present generation
of his countrymen. In all Bengal his personality was



L L4 LA IECIE T e

the centre that radiated far and wide the spirit of service
and truth, To him gravitated the yearning and loving
hearts of a generation of men, young and old, for light
and lead. No name was held in more reverence and
none was more associated with all that is great, noble
and uplifting. He was not a Sanyasi as ordinarily
understood, but no Sanyasi had made self-abnegation
the rule of his life to the extent that Aswini Kumar did.
He was not a saint, but no saint had ever shed about
him a holier light than Aswini Kumar. He was no
politician, but none had exercised so potent an influence
to spiritualise politics as he did.

He was the very embodiment of truth and sincerity
and his religious fervour exercised an influence far
beyond the bounds of his province. His immortal
book Bkaktiyoge ( The Path to Devotion ) which has
passed through many editions and has been translated
into English, has moulded the life of countless men
and women.

His great organising powers found magnificent
expression in the ficld of social service, The distress
of humanity had an irresistible call on ‘his heart.
Undeterred by any difficulty he would rush to the
rescue.

A recluse by temperament, who shunned publicity
like poison, he had never failed to respond to the call
of his country when the country required his services
for the furtherance of any movement for the assertion
of national honour or the battle for national freedom.
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Thus the anti-Partition agitation found in him a staunch
champion of the people’s cause and fearless fighter.
He was deported under Regulaton III of 1818 for
his activities. Yet again when the Non-cc-operation
movement was inaugurated, stricken as he was by
serious illness, he gave his blessings to it and regretted
that he could do no more. Wedo not know when,
if ever, the void caused by his death will ever be filled.
But the memory of his great life will ever be the
pole-star to the nation to guide it in the path of truth
and righteousness.
«( The Fordard, 8—r11—r923.)
It there was a public man and politician of whom
it could be said that he was of “soul sincere—in action
faithful, and in houour clear ; who broke no promise,
served no private end, who gained no title and who
lost no friend”, he was Babu Aswini Kumar Dutt of
Barisal, whose mortal frame was put on the funsral pyre
in Calcutta on Wednesday last. Not many are the
names in the more recent history of this province which
are more revered than that of Babu Aswini Kumar ;
and we atleast know of not many who have equalled
him in qulet, unostentatious solid work for the uplift
of the people. His name had,for long, been a household-
word in his own district ; and it became a household-
word in Bengal at the time of the Partition and
Swadeshi agitation. Smarting under a grievous wrong,
Bengal declared the boycott of British goods in one
united voice, and Aswini Kumar threw himself into the
work at once, How he carried out the boycott almost
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to perfection in his district in the face of tremendous
difficulties, and in spite of ill-health, was at that time
the one talk of the people of Bengal. He put super
human energies for the accomplishment of the will of
Bengal and his efforts were crowned with success,
There was a time when it was difficult to find one
piece of ¢ Bilazi’ cloth in his district. His achievement
made him the observed of all observers, and the most
admired of all the admired workers of his province.
But Barisal soon became an eye-sore of the Government
and this led him to an unknown gaol in 1909, Such
is the abnormality of the circumstances under which
we live that his very virtues were turned against him,
His powers of organisation were looked upon with
distrust, and his school, which had extorted the
admiration of a host of English officials, was believed
to be a breeding ground of sedition. “I do not wish
to discourage, far less to abolish, an institution of
this kind,” wrote Sir Andrew Fraser in 1904 of the
Brajamohan lustitution ; but this was exactly the
school for whose very existence Babu Aswini Kumar
had to struggle hard with the Government of East
Bengal in 1906 and 1go7. Sir Bamfylde Fuller said
of him that he was “not one of those who render to
their country lip-services only” ; and Sir Valentine
Chirol, (then Mr.), admitted in the columns of the
“Times” that there was no ground for deporting him
under Bengal Regulation II1 of 1818.

-+ The Bengalee, 8—r11 1923.)
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India is distinctly poorer to-day by the death of
this selfless patriot. He was a tower of strength to
the Indian Nationalists who held him in great esteem
and reverence. The secret of Aswini Kumar’s
wonderful popularity in the country lay in his
character. Simple and unostentatious he abhorred all
sorts of self-advertisement and self-aggrandisement.
All his thoughts and cares were directed towards the
uplift of his countrymen. His message to his country-
men was the message of love and service. Piety and
devotion to duty were the essence of his character.
He had the courage of his convictions and never
wavered or faltered in the pursuit of what he regarded
as his duty. He devoted all his wealth and learning
to the service of humanity,

Babu Aswini Kumar held a unique position among
the Nationalists of the country. The people of Barisal,
rich or poor, hung on his words ; such indeed was the
magic power of his unselfish character. The death of
Babu Aswini Kumar Datta is an irreparable loss to the
country and to the cause of Indian nationalism and
“Swaraj” of which he was justly regarded asa high
priest.

««( The Amrita Bazar Patrika, S—I11—1923.)

The bitter agitation over the Bengal Partition of
1905 is recalled by news, received by mail, of the death
of Mr, Aswini Kumar Dutt of Bengal, one of the
leading protagonists in the conflict, at the age of 68,

A leading Congressman, a social organiser, a scholar
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and author of several religious works, Mr. Dutt threw
all discretion to the winds in his hatred of the separation
of Eastern Bengal from the rest of the province and
nowhere in the new provincial area did the flames of
anger rise higher than at Barisal under his leadership.
Lord Morley, then at the India Office, found it
most distasteful to sanction in December 1908 the
application to this scholarly man and eight other
Bengal leaders of the Regulation of 1818, authorising
deportation, without trial for reasons of State:-----

«o( The Témes, London, 27—11—1923.)

Mr. Aswini Kumar Dutt of Barisal, a distinguished
Nationalist leader of Bengal, dicd at Calcutta at the
age of 68, He was a staunch Congressman, President
of the Dacca Provincial Conference and Chairman of
the Reception Committee at the Barisal Provincial
Conference in 1906, when he headed the procession
which was dispersed by the police. He took a prominent
part in the Bengal Partition and Swadeshi agitation
and was deported in 1gog with cight other Bengali
leaders. He was a great social organiser,'a scholar
and the author of several religious and philosophical
works. His cremation was attended by a large unmber
of leading Moderates and Nationalists.

o The Times of India, Bombay, 10—11—1923.)

in the death of Babu Aswini Kumar Dutt Bengal
has lost one of its most prominent sons. Though
latterly he had been living in retirement, owing chiefly
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to ill-health and old age, Babu Aswini Kumar’s services
to the Province will not easily be forgotten by his
countrymen. He took a leading part in the anti-
Partition and Swadeshi agitation and he obtained such
a hold over Barisal that the Government deported him
in 1909 under Reg. III of 1818. His organising powers
were wonderful as even the head of the province, was
obliged to confess, when the latter visited the district
and found that he could not have a coolie to carry his
baggage or obtain a grain of salt without the sanction
of Aswini Babu, He organised a net-work of “Seva
Samitis” or bands of volunteers to render help to
the poor and the suffering in the district, He was
unassuming in his nature and was the idol of the
younger generation. He founded the Brij [aja?]
Mohan College in Barisal in memory of his
father. Though living in retirement, he took keen
interest in the Non-co.operation movement and when
Mahatma Gandhi visited him three years ago he
expressed his fullest confidence in the latter and wished
him godspeed in his great undertaking. Bengal—all
India is poorer for the loss of such a man.

«:( The Bombay Chromicle, 9—r11—1923. )

We deeply regret to learn that Mr. Aswini Kumar
Dutta of Barisal, a distinguined Nationalist leader of
Bengal. died on Wednesday afternoon in Calcutta at
the age of 68. He was a staunch Congressman who
presided at a session of the Bengal Provincial Conference
and was Chairman of the Reception Committee at
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Barisal Provincial Conference in 1905 when he headed
the procession which was dispersed by the Police. He
took a prominent part in the Bengal Partition and
the Swadeshi agitation and was deported in 1909 with
eight other Bengali leaders, e was a great
educationist, social organiser, a scholar and author of
several religious and philosophical works,:--

oo The Tribune, Lakore, 10~—11—1923. )

Babu Aswini Kumar Datta.-.--- became an all-India
personality owing to his prominent association with
the agitation in connection with the Partition of
Bengal:-----His bent of mind was essentially religious
and he had devoted himself to social, religious, philan-
thropic and educational work, but his great patriotic
soul could not resist the call of service of his country
in the field of politics when Bengal was overtaken with
a great crisis in its national history. In Barisal where
he lived his saintly and selfless life had won for him
profound respect and admiration and when he joined
the lists against the Government, the local administra:
tion was paralysed..:.-- One of his religious works
written in Bengali, ‘Bhaktiyoga’, is regarded as his great
achievement......He was a source of inspiration to
many and in him pass away a genuine patriot,
a large-hearted philanthrophist and a true. Servant cf

God.
. The Leader, Allakabad, 15—11—1928.)

------ His life was one of many-sided activities and
whether we regard him as an author. social worker,
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educationist or public worker, his career entitles him
to the grateful remembrance of his countrymen,---.-
Another direction in which Aswini Babu’s beneficent
activity manifested itself was his share in raising the
Braja Mohan School into a College in 1889 with a band
of voluntary workers known as the Little Brothers of
the Poor. This fraternity corresponded to the Servants
of India Society of Poona,:::-+: In fact it is no exaggera-
tion to say that the Braja Mohan Collgge under Mr.
Dutt’s guidance stood for the students population of
Bengal as the Fergussan College of poona under the
leadership of Mr. Ranade, Mr, Gokhale, Mr. Tilak,

Mr. Agarkar, M.r Paranjype and others to the public
of Western Presidency.

Mr. Dutt was an ardent Temperance Reformer.:----
In Barisal he was easily the foremost citizen and
almost an institution by himself. In fact like Narayan
Chandavarkar of Bombay, Aswini Babu identified
himself with every philanthropic movement for the
betterment of his fellow-countrymen, Itis interesting
to observe that Mr. Dutt was a practical social reformer
for he uged to mix freely with the Muhammadans of
his Province as well as the Nomasudras

.. The United India and Indan States, 1—12—1923.)

The key to Mr. Aswini Kumar Dutt's success
and popularity as a public man is to be found in his
unquestioned honesty and sincerity of purpose. In
Bengal, the public man must make some sacrifice and
not play hide and seek with his policy and principles.
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Mr. Dutt not only made sacrifices but was always true
to himself in its larger sense. Bengal is very fastidi-
ous in this respect and Mr, Dutt fully satisfied her and
as a result managed to remain the “uncrowned king
of Barisal” till the last-...-. He was by instinct an
educationist and it was as a teacher of youth that he
wielded a tremendous influence over the student popula-
tion of his own district. Guru-worship is ingrained
in the Bengali youth.

- The Indian Datly News, ro—rr—r923.)
—iiaiene The greatest achievement in Babu Aswini
Kumar’s life was the elevation of the general moral
tone of the younger generation of his district. His
one ambition in life was to send out a number of
youngmen from his College who were above all that was
mean and dishonourable and he achieved wonderful
success in this direction. To-day there are thousands
of young men in Bengal who ascribe all that is best
in their lives to the influence of their beloved teacher
Babu Aswini Kumar Dutt,----

oo The Statesman, §—11—1923.)

The late Babu Aswini Kumar Datta bhas, another
title to fame besides that which he obtained as a
politician. Quite early in his life he realised the value
of an education in English to the young Bengalee of
the better classes and abandoning what might have been
a great career at the bar, he founded the Braja Mohan
Institution at Barisal, the purpose of which was chiefly
the teaching of good and correct English to the scholars.
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The Institution soon became famous and boys educated
at Barisal found that their command of English
obtained for them situations and appointments denied
to the pupils of more expensive colleges in the big
centres like Calcutta.-- - It is not an exaggeration to
say that the disappearance of what is known as
“Babu English” from Bengal is chiefly due to Aswini
Babu’s cfforts,---«-

«( The Statesman, 9—11—1923.)
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