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{E GARLAND OF ROSER
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D. N. SEN.






ANNIE BESANT.

0 Lady ! Thou hast found the Vital Spark

Of Universal Spirit in thyself !

Embodied Love and Service ! earthly pelf

Thou spurnest, for ah, searching in the dark,

Oh Thou hast found the Treasure-trove |

Has rested on the Mount of Bliss ! The EIf Thy arks
Of Bright Thoughts, does attend thee ! What a help !
Oh how thou wingest Heavenward like a lark,

And singest hymns Divine ! Thy melody

Flows down like moonlight cool or gentle dew !
The warp and woof of thy sweet ministrelsy

Have wove a golden garb of rainbow-hue !

O psalmist, sing again ! What do I hear ?

Oh joy-drunk, love-drunk is my ravished ear !

MARIE CORELLIL

O Thou Ideal Preacher ! thou hast right *

To teach, for, at the narrow Golden Gate,

Both day and night, at early hours, or late,

Oh ! thou didst knock with all thy might,

And radiant angles came, and did invite

Thee to the Feast ! Ah ! thy long-sought long-
loved Mate
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Did welcome thee, where angels drank and ate !

The Lord gave thee a robe of purest white !

The Bridegroom has embraced thee,—Sun-kissed
Morn

Is not so beauteous-bright as thou, O Bride !

As stars by side of moon, Oh by thy side,

Small glories fade ; Peace-sapphire doth adorn

Thy forehead bright ! That Lamp of Love in hand,

Oh ! how thou chasest darkness from the land !

THE IDEAL HINDU WIFE.

I will not, woman, praise thy wide, dark eyes,
That stretch far off to meet thy graceful ears,
Like full-blown lotus—flowers, where murm’ring lie
A swarm of jet-black thieves ! Our poet-seers
Have sung of eyes like thine. Nor without peers
Thy brow, thy lips, thy teeth. I must not prize
Thy face of gold-hue, that with full-moon vies ;
Thy snaky hair of black dyes, smile that cheers !
Such charms are but a nine days’ wonder, toys
And trinkets frail of Fairy Beauty’s show ;

Such rain-bow-tints, such seafoams come and go,
Like elves of dream-land dance and fly such joys !
But thou hast charms of mind and heart, so rare,
That thou art scarce of Earth, O Woman fair !
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II.

So fain I sing thy gentle words, and looks,

That drop from thee like crystal dews of Heaven,

Or, glide in silence, Jike some wood-land-brooks,

And where they fall, the Earth with gold is paven,

Or, silver’'d bright, as if the Moon or Seven

Stars’ Group has smiled ! and lo ! The darkest nooks

Look bright ! All earthly thoughts (as ghosts and
spooks

At dawn) do fly, like coward craven.

Yes, I will sing thy golden deeds of love

For birds and beasts and man and woman kind,

With olive branch of Peace, thou comest, dove,

And ush’rest halcyon—calm, and bidd’st us find

The haven—Ah, methinks, thy flood is o'er !

And thou hast found thy rest—His Fect, thy shore !

IIL

Emblem of Love ! O Bodied Yoga sweet

Of selfless action ! Thou a sacrifice.

Unto thy God, and fellowman ; to grect

Thy God, thy self, (Fair Nature’s rare device !)
Art flower, sweet myrrh, and incense that do rise
From golden censer, hanging by His Feet,
Within thy hearts’ sanctuary (What meet
Temple of the Divine !) O priestess wise !
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Yes Thou the chandan-essence, sankha-shell ;
Ah, thou the camphor-candle, burning bright
Yes, thou the Arat, the holy light ;

Ah, thou the Hymn, the beads, the silver bell
For thou art lost in Him—no longer thine,

O thou ideal woman ! Saint Divine !

FREDERICK SWARTZ.
[ He was a celebrated Danish Missionrfry of Southern India. ]

O saint thou in the Lord wert firm and strong,

And mighty in His power ! Thou knowcst well !

“Without Him we are nothing but abubble-swell {”

United with His spirit, like a Gong

Thou wert, small, tinkling,murm’ring bells among !

O Soldier ! thou didst wrestle gainst the spell

Of black, black magic vile, wrought in the cell

Of darkest demons ; though the war was long,

Oh thine the triumph grand ! for in the field,

O Hero, thou wert girt with Girdle Truth,

And Christian righteousness was, oh, forsooth,

Thy breast-plate bright, and Faith thy matchless
shicld !

Thy arms were Prayers : So, with laurels bright,

The Lord Himself doth crown thee—What a sight
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MAHARAJAH SARFOJI.

[He was the most devout Rajah of Tanjore.]
O thou Ideal, saintly Hindu King !
A Modern Janak thou, or like the sage
Of old Imperial Rome, whose fame doth sing
Iu full-swell’d loud, loud praise, all Hlstry s page,
Marcus Aurelius !—This iron age
Scarce shows a king like thee !—With eager wing,
Heaven-ward didst thou soar !-—Thou within the ring
Of angels wert, despite thy mortal cage !
With angels, saints and sages, glorious hymns
Thou sangest, and with widows, orphans, wept ;
With soldiers thou didst fight. Ah, well, meseems,
By thee, the “trust of golden crown” was kept !
Thy statue, folded hands, and cyes declare :
Thy life was one sweet praise—yea, one sweet pruyor !

THE IDEAL PHILANTHROPIST.

O Brother ! Thou art learned in all lore

Of Science ! High, majestic like a tower,

Yet simple as a child, unconscious of its power 5
Yea, royal as a child, the true gold of the store
Of whose rich heart is priceless,—baser ore

Of hearts, doth blush before it ! serpents cower
Before thee, King of Birds ! and to their bower
The jackals fly, when Lion, thou dost roar !
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The sweet-smell’d champak-tree, bold, grand and
: high,

Doth stand and brave all tempests, storms and views

The Stars of Heaven, and yet, its gold, its dews

Of tears, its shade for weary passers-by,

Do all proclaim a royal heart |—It knows

No conscious pomp, yet glorious, how it glows !

THE IDEAL CHRISTIAN LADY.

() Bodied Golden Deeds ! Oft to the door

Of Want, with sunny rays of smiles and tears

Of Sympathy, like pendants of the ears

Of dewy Morn, thou goest ! Thou dost pour

Out, rubies, yea, all treasures from the store

Of thy rich heart ;—Hope, exile of long years,

Comes home with flowers, and flutt’ring-breasted
fears

Leave poor men’s roofs—dJoy dawns for evermore !

Swuch are the charms of thy sweet presence bright.

Thy words of love, thy hymns draw Christ and God

FE’en to the slums of darkest sins ! Thy might

Is unsurpassed, for Love is thy sweet rod.

A Queen with golden crown of Bliss art thou !

And Em’rald Purity is on thy brow !
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RACHEL KATE.

[She is the daughter-in-law of my most esteemed friend Abraham
Pandither Esqr. of Tanjore.]

F’en as a fruit-tree, fruits whereof are sweet

And mellow ; yea, e’en as a creeper rare,

Whose leaves are ever green, whose flowers are fair,
O daughter, planted in our midst, I greet

Thec with these verses !—It was proper, meet,

That nobler bard should sing thy praise. Thy hair,
Thy limbs are sweet, but Oh beyond compare

Thy Crimson Lotus Heart—Devotion’s seat !

Thy feathers white, O, bird of Paradise,

Are Modesty and Grace ; thy wood-notes wild

Arc Hymns ; the golden crown of peace, O child,
Thy tuft ; thy dance (Oh, ever-new surprise !)

Is rapt’rous, blissful trance of holy glee,

Of thy pure soul ;—of Christmas-Jubilee !

SWEET-—PEAS,
It

Oh sweet-peablossoms, sweet-peablossoms, lovely
yeareall [
Your beauty is a blessedness,
And Oh ! its sacredness
Makes me 2 holy pilgrim to your fairy-haunted hall.
5
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Like virtue or good deed,
It is a rich repast, on which the soul doth ever feed.

IL

Whether in light vermilion, or halcyon azure blue,
Your pure and artless beauty is
A fount of peace and bliss,
Which, like some chaste nun, scares all unclean,

wild thoughts from our view.
Like lays in antique story,
Or like some village-maiden, ye so simple,—yet a

glory !

THE HINDU IDEAL BRIDE.

L.

To paint thee, fair one, I have dipp’d my brush
In rainbow-hues of Fancy ! canvas white
Of purest, noblest thoughts, O Pure, O Bright,
O Chaste one, I've cull’d | Yet so sweetly lush
Thy neetar’d form, pink lips, white smile, red blush,

“uat colours droop and fade, as fades the light
Of Eve in Yull Moon’s glory, as the thrush
Is hush’d while Cuckoo’s song is at its height !
The good, the true, the beautiful, have blent
In thee, so strangely, sweetly, in one hue,

Al balmy, yet so gorgeous ! To the view

A bubbling Fount of Beauty ! Art thou sent,
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A Dream of Angels, bodied Blessing rare ¢

Like Vernal First Morn, O beyond compare !
il

T wish T were a bard like prophets old,

But Ignorance doth chain me like a Circe!s

O Glorious privilege, to rehearse,

Thy angel-worthy virtues !—Champion bold

Or stainless Knight I wish I were, O Gold !

O Sapphire bright midst tinsels ! Ah this curse

Afflicts me ! Oh in tropic summer-verse

To sing of thee, my tongue is cold, too cold !

O Bouquet of sweet flowers ! O Poem sweet !

O Kohinoor 'mong beads of pearls ! O Aid

To noble deeds ! O Inspiration meet !

Like crumpled rose, my verse doth droop and fade.

The Sea reflects the Sky : How can a stream,

Reflect it full 9 I mirror but a beam !

THE IDEAL DAUGHTER.

[ Sri Sakkarammal, is the youngest daughter of my worthy
friend V. N, Narasimha lAiyengar Esq, Retired Palace Control
ler of Mysore }.

I've thoght of luscious grapes o'er drooping vine ;
Of mellow mango ; Of Bakula-flower ;

Of Champak-blossoms ; of the superfine

Sweet sugar-canes ; and of winsome wine

* For the sake of rhyme, it should be pronounced as “Surs.”
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Of dates and palms ; but all forego their power
Before thy sweetness ;—(Ah delicious dower !—
Fair Nature'’s gift ! )—O Sakkar, saccharine !
Sweet lustrous eyes, sweet face, sweet lovely smile,
O Sakkar ! didst thou bathe, one sweet May Morn,
*Mid sea-foams nectarine ? Hast thou been born
Like Lakshmi, in the deep, blue ocean-isle ?

O Vision fair, before my waking eyes,

Art thou a picture dropp’d from Paradise ?

LUXMI THE DIVINE MOTHER.

O Goddegs, Thou didst give me all the joys
Of life ; enough of wealth and pelf and power ;
But I was joy:-drunk ! and these tinsels, toys
Became my all in all |—I roved in bower
Of Luxury, O Luxmi, Queen and Flower
Of Paradise ! and Oh ! like begger-boys
Of streets, forgot the donor in the dower.
O wonder ! still my graceless act annoys

hee not ! Thou Patience Incarnate, art still
Ah ever, ever kind ! Thy smile, Thy glance
Arec still, ah ever ever sweet ! O Trance
Of full Bliss ! O Satiety ! O Fill !
Ev’'n as the Mount bears blasts, and snow and rain,
O Mother kKind, Thou never didst complain.












