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The “dmri;e Bagar Palrica” Writes ;—

The name of Babu Saratr K. Roy is not unknown to
the public of Bengal and it does not stand in need of
any introduction. He bas already made his mark as a
very able and lucid writer of serious Bengali Books on
biography, history and other literary subjects intended for
our boys and girls. We congratulate Sarat Babu, however,
on his turning his undoubted powers for a really valuable
study of our ancient history and culture as is contained in
the book under review. His effortis all the more welcome
in as much as our literature is none too rich in serious
historical studies The author in his usual @harming style
unfolds the story of the rise and progress of Buddhism after
the passing away of the Great master—the story that forms
one of the most glorious chapters if not the most glorious
chapter of India’s History. The varied phases of the great
intellectual ferment that Buddha’s teachings gave rise to—
the’ multiformy manifestation in practically all the departments
of individual and civil life that appeared—the fine efflorescence
of asts and crafts and industries and sciences as evidenced
by the marvels of Ellora and Ajanta, the massive remains at
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Sarnath and Sanchi and Buddh-Gaya, the maritime activities
that founded the magnificient cultural’ empire in further
India and the Archipelago, the researches in Astronomy and
medicine and the scince of polity—the far-famed Universities
at Taxila and Nalanda and Odantapuri and elsewhere—
all tkese have received a very careful, accurale and masterly
freatment,  And the author has laid particular tress on the
change in the social and cultural outlook that was the direct
outcome of the Buddhist renaissance. We are also very
much pleased to find which was not unexpected though that
book is with numerous facts and figures and historical data,
there is nota dull page from cover to cover and this we
must attribute to the charm of the author’s style. We are
sure that the book will meet with -as warm a welcome from
the general reading public of Bengal as from especiallist in
the subject who aiso, we doubt not, will relish the {reshness
of the author’s treatment. The get-up is excellent and the
value of the book is further enhanced by the numerous
illustrations with which the pages are interspersed.

The “Modern Review” Writes :—

The author has attempted in this book to popularize in
Bengali the results .of the labours of scholars both Indian
and non-Indian to reconstruct the history of the social,
religious, educational, and cultural progress of India during
the Buddhistic period. Sarat Babu’s labours in this line
of writing popular histories are well-known to the Bengali-
reading public and this book will fulfil the expectations that
may be raised of him. The materials compiled from tne
pages of Rhys Davids, Vincent Smith, Havell and other
well-known authorities have been arranged under tne follow-
ing chapters :— '
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(1) Buddha and the Buddhist Scriptures, (2) Buddha and
Sangha, (3) Buddhistic Canons and the Costitution of Sangha,
(4) Buddhistic Sangha and the Common People (5) The
Rise and the Spread of Buddhism, (6) Buddhist Universities,
(7) Astronomy and Medicine, (8) Buddha and the Buddhist
Jatakas, (9) The Economic and Social Condition,
(r0) Buddhist Art, (rr) The Degradation of Buddhism.

Tp enhance the usefulness of the book there are some
19 illustrations. The gut-up also is satisfactory.
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“The author, who, it is understood, had the opportunity
of coming into contact with the saint-like man, has given
a nice character-sketch .n the little book. His penmanship

has finely drawn out the prominent features. of the great
man’s life and, it may De pertinently remarked, has fully
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illumined them. Such a book is a precious contribution
to the Bengali literature,” (Zhe Servant,)

“The book is written in chaste Bengali and deals with
gvery aspect of the life of the late lamented patriot, The
author has beautifully reconciled the stoic rigidity and the
child-like simplicity of the character. His educatienal and
social views have been fully delineated in the book. ( Zhe
Amtita Bazar Palriea. )

The prolific pen of Babu Sarat Kumar Ray, a veleran
journalist and a litterateur of no mean order, has produced
the brief life-sketch of the late Sir Gooroodas DBenerjee.
We congratulate the author op feing able to write it with
such consummate skiil for presenting it before the young
generation of the country. Sarat Babu is an adept in making
his subject interesting and his language is pure and not saddl
ed with clethora of dry stuff.”—7ke Bengalee.

'This book, well printet and niceiy got-up, is an excellent
production.— The Indian Daily News.
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The book contains life stories of five notable women
ancient and modern.  The author is master-hand in
portraying character-sketches and his life of late Justice
Gurudas Bondopadhaya and ‘:other books have already
secured for him a place among Bengali litterateurs, In this
volume he has most felicitiously delineated what we may call
“the essence of womanhood.” The book in this age, when
problem of women’s rights and duties are agaitating every
society will be an excellent guide to our countrymen. We
like to see the book extensively circulated among the girls
of our country {Servant).
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The ¢ Modern Review” Writes—

The book is admirably planned and is not marred by
preconceived notions. It is happily free from all bias—
especially is it not disfigured by that anteforeign feeling to
which some enthusiastic latter day authors are prone when they
speak of the Maratha and the Sikh community in the days
of their glorioas independence. This is the sheer blindness
of a certain section of ours public men ; they want the
European spirit in every department of thought and action
and yet are perversely railing against that very influence
which is required to shape and mould our social polity.

All the leading Sikh Gurus have been distinctly sketched.
The language is quite modern, is simple and chaste, is not
at all spotted with Sanscritist phraseology and the narrative
flows on unimpeded by prejudice or predilection.

The introductior is the chief feature * * * ¥ The
rise, growth and fall of the Sikin power have been traced
with a master’s hand and the real causes of its decay have
been analysed with unsurpassable skill. The main point op
which Babu Rabindra Nath has laid great stressis the fact
that the religious teachings of the first Gurus should not
have been allowed to be diverted to earthlier political
purposes, the spark of spiritual fervour should not have bzen
used in igniting the faggots of military eathusiasm whose
intense glows certainly spread over the particular community
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for a while but left the rest of the country untouched,
unmoved, unquickened, left it, as it gyas before, buried in
sloth, selfishness and {rigid in&¥erencg? The Sikh reformers
made a huge mistake when they turned the spirit, current
into the degraded channels of martial ambition and renown,
the stream which brokeforth and issued from the snow-clad
heights and swectened the lives of men, became choked
amidst the base sands.

All sincere students of literature must welcome such
works. They indicate that the historic spirit, the historic
vision which Indian writers never possessed before has been
born, ‘
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