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London 22te ¢31f4s “Who is Who in India” 5@t @8 4
7w fafes egang—

Mozoomdar, Rai Jadunath Bahadur, Vedanta Vachaspati,
Vidya Varidhi, M.A., B.I.; Kaiser-i-Hind (1915) ; C.I.E.
(1921) ; M.L.A. (r922); Advocate and Landholder. Born,
Qct. 1859. Education, Canning College, Lucknow and Free
Church College, Calcutta ; Prof Sanskrit College, Calcutta ;
Editor, Tribune, Lahore; Secretary, Finance Department,
Kashmir ; Principal, Katmandu College, Nepal; M.L.C.
(r927).

Publications : —Amirter Prasar in 2 parts, in Bengali ;
Commentary on Vedanta Philosophy in Bengali ; Religion of
Love in English ; Essays and Addresses in English ; An
Appeal to Young Hindu Gentlemen of Bengal in English ;
How to Live in God in English, and numerous other works ;
Editor, Hindu Patrika, Jessore, Bengal.
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a paragraph stating that the re-opening of the Bhairab River

would soon be an accomplished fact. is not, creditable to
British administration in the past that thi§ comparatively easy
piece of engineering has been so long oned. Millions of

people have been carried off by malaria ; their lives might have
been saved by restoring this great water-way. I rejoice that
I should have been in a small measure useful ; and beg you
to offer my warm congratulations to Rai Jadu Nath Majumdar
Bahadur to whose indgfatigable labour Jessore will stand
eternally indebted.
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Subedar Major K. A. Majumdar has been with the 49th
Bengalis ever since they were a Double Company. He
culisted as a Sepoy in the original Bengali Double Company
and has since risen to Subedar Major of the Regiment. He
beeame a Jemadar on 1 Feb. 17, a Subedar on 1 June 17 and
was appointed Subedar Major ou 2nd. Qctober 18.. Through-
out the time he has been with the unit I have found him
keen, zealous, and hardworking. He is encrgetic both on
parade and looking after the games plaved by the Unit. He
has shown himself exceedingly helpful to me as the Senior

@
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Indian Officer with the Unit and I am sorry he is now leaving

he Regiment,

Sd. V. Sandiford, Lt.-Col.

, Commanding 49th Bengulis.
Basra,

Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force, Jan. 24th 1920.

This is to certify that Subedar Major K. A. Majumdar,
40th Bengalis, served with me for the year I commanded the
unit. He was a very good Indian Officer, quick and willing
and of good birth and education.......................eets Before
proceeding to Mcsopotamia he passed the Musketry School
Class at Satara..................... I consider that Subedar Major
has done his very best and is deserving of consideration for
his services to the State.

Sd. A Barret, Lt.-Col.
(late) Commanding 49th Bengalis.
Rawalpindi,
6-4-19.
Rampur Boalia,
April 15th 109710.

Kumar Adhikram Majumdar was amongst the first to join

the Bengali Regiment in August 1916. Starting as a recruit

 he rapidly through the ranks through his ability and very

soon attained Commissioned rank. He finally reached the top

of the tree as Subedar Major of the Regiment. He is excep-

tionally well educated and is thoroughly hard-working capable
and trustworthy. He is fit for any high position of trust.
Sd. S. G. Taylor,

(formerly Adjutant 49th Bengalis).
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ASIATICA OF LONDON.
Fune-Fuly, 1929.

Sircar (Mahendra Nath) Comparative studies in Vedantism, 8vo,
PP xii & 314, 145. .

Dr. Sircar gives usin this volume a concise interpretation of
the Philosophical concepts involved in Vedantism according to the
different main Schools which have made these concepts their special
study. Itisa difficult book to follow, inspite of great clearness in
presentation, because the European mind must always find difficulty
in understanding the technical expressions of a weltasschanung
entirely remote from its own. There have been but few scholars
of the type and with the qualifications of M. Masson—oursel, to

prepare the way for a really intelligent study of oriental
Philosophies. - -
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Philosophy, says Dr. Sircar Knows no barrier .............
unfailing consoling.” All this is true enough, but there is perhaps
,no greater danger than the development of an attachment toa
philosophical system without the most profqund understanding of its
fundamental principles. We have in the west too many un-
fortunate examples of attempts to adapt Eastern theories to Western
facts. Fortunately, Dr. Sircar’s book is one, not for such dilettanti
but for the scientific student who is as ready to labour over its
‘termini technici’ as the chemist over the elements of the compound
he is studying. “Vedantism is the Philosophy of the self-conscious.
It is preeminently the search for the self.” We have been repea-
tedly impressed by the similarity of aim, though upon different
planes, between Vedantism & certain other oriental Philosophies
and the most modern school of Psychology in the west. Both are
concerned with consciousness from the dynamic point of view,
both consider the levelopment and extension of consciousness their
essential aim, each we imagine, would do well to learn something
of the other.

We can not here do more than draw the attention of the reader
to Dr. Sircar’s very interesting section on Dialectic in love, in which
he explains the ideas of the Vaisnava school upon the development
of consciousness through love and joy, and his remarks in the
final chapter, Realization and Disciple, upon the same subject.

CHURCHES TIMES OF LONDON.
29tk September, 1929.
THE VEDANTA.

Comparative studies in Vedantism. By Mahendra. Nath Sircar,
M.A.Pu.D. Professor of Philosophy, Sanskrit College (Oxford
University Press. 145.)

Vedantism is the name of the most widespread of the six
philosophical systems of the Brahmans, representing the common
belief of nearly all reflective Hindus. It grew out of the teachings
of Upanishads ; the first formal presentation of the doctrine was
given by Badarayana, though it was Samkara who gave the system
the form in which it is accepted by the majority of its adherents.

* %, W » * *

The Vedanta is the philosophy of the self conscious, the search
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for the inner and true essence animating our being. Thus even
in its theistic or Vaisnavistic form, it represents God—conscious-
ness, as metaphysically an implication of self consciousness and
psychologically involved in it.

* * * * * *

L}

It must be admittted, however, that the system proceeds from
a cosmogony that is not easy to reconcile with our modern
evolutionary outlook. True, as our author points out, Vedantism
-conceives successive stages in ihe emergence of the cosmos as a
-cyclic movement of the Divine consciousness in time and space.
Becoming is the expression of the Divine in the Upanishads;
Brahman having created the world, enters it through the individual
soul. In this conception the germs of the empirical and meta-
physical doctrines of Vedantism lay side by side till they were
-developed as separate doctrines into the identity of the soul with
Brahman on the one hand, and the unfolding of the world of sense
-on the other. But instead of an evolutionary process as the
-expression of Divine creative aclivity, a periodic cycle of creation
and re-absorption is postulated which must repeat itself without
ceasing and without changing the stability of a world without begin-
ning. Into this epistemological and metaphysical scheme the
atomicity of matter does not enter. In such a very specialized
-department of research as that which this learned volume deals we
do not feel competent to pass judgment on the technical questions
involved in the discussion of the complex material here brought
under survey but Professor Sircar is manifestly a master of his
subject, and he writes with the clearness and insight of the trained
scholar in a difficult and obscure, but by no means unimportant
field of Indian culture. The book well repays the intellectual
-demands it makes upon the reader.

CIEs MIFE WA ms  eigatdl  wierm “Quest”
“fasta A=tes Mr. D. R. S. Mead %1zt3 “Reasonable Relative
Reality” emvsa myy iz fafaries, stza fezee fam Sge

T2 | — \
I have nowhere else come across so penetrating an insight as
is the above, into the fundamental features of these two great
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systems ; and they are,—do not let us forget,—typical of the conflict
about the ultimate problems philosophy and theology wherever it
is found. Prof. Sircar’s exposition is a valuable and impartial
corrective to the usual run of such studies and takes the whole
dispute into a clear and same atmosphere, It rounds off very
happily also, I venture to think my own tentative considerations
in endeavowring to express the meaning of what I have called
‘Reasonable Relative Reality moreover I am the more happily
grateful to Prof. Sircar for his help, because I penned the rest
of my paper before turning to his arresting volume. and after donig
so found I had nothing essential to unsay. But we should unot
forget that we are all prone to praise what we find ourselves already
in agreement with, we always like to find our ‘pre-judices’
confirmed.’

Ty fof @2 @larma $Heares fafagiegs |

It is difficult but highly informative work by an admirable
scholar, who has at his finger-ends all the many commentaries,
most of which have never been translated, and who is also well-
read in western philosophizing, I would recommend it heartily to
serious students of Indian Philosophy, who desire to obtain a
clear insight into the subtleties of these two great modes or systems
of Vedantic thinking, but who, I must add, have also the courage
not to be frightened off by technical Sanskrit terms.

ol Aww own emeid fafel amifie sfast @wifis
wWalte o7 AW Sod I QA ATT WZ1 W @R WS

fafe® =3rs fog fog @t Bgs wfamin qu—

Maha-Bodhi July 1930; “We are bound to say that Dr. Sircar's
work is a masterly analysis of the teachings of the Gita as they are.
We are certain that this work, along with Sj. Auro Bindo Ghose’s
well known introduction to the Gita will be read, for a long time
to come, with much profit and interest by all those who want to
understand the teachings of the Bhagavat Gita-——a monumental
work in Sanskrit.

Prabuddha Bharata (June), says:—“¥ * * The writing is
characterised by the depth and sublimity of a sermon. * * *”

The Indian Review (April, 1930), says: —* * % Professor
Sircar has penetrated to the core of the Geeta,
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The Guardian (Feb. 27, 1930), says :—* * ¥ The account which
Professor gives of mysticism in the Geeta bears the stamp of a
thoughtful mind and has the iuipress of experience that knows no
«conflict. The author is in tune with the mystic vision he describes
with such consummate gkill, * * %"

Zhe Hindu (Literary Supplement, Feb. 29, 1930). writes ;—
“The book is a clear and careful presentation of all the salient
points in the Mysticism of the Bhagavat Geeta.* % *”

The Calcutta Review (May, 1930), writes :—"* * ¥ The pages
of the book are replete with observations, which are striking and
arresting alike for their philosophical cogency and intuitive reali-
sation which they indicate.* ¥ *”
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Government House"
Calgm‘ta,
31-12-20.
My Dear Rai Bahadur,

I have received the news of the honour which His Majesty has
bestowed upon you with the ntmost satisfaction. And I hasten to
offer you my warmest congratulations upon having been made a
Companion of the most eminent order of the Indian Empire.

I am, indeed, glad that this recognition of your services to the
State should have been made during my term of office in Bengal,

With my best wishes,
Believe Me
Yours sincerely,
Ro~aLDsHAY.

ottty TOE et Al TR TS AR SAIRRT
FeMl,  FtRTEIR I b @ o fafuiferm ety wfien
T oy @ 289 |

" State Seal.
¢ Nepal,
215t January; 1929,

(4

My dear Jadunath Babu,

Iam much obliged to you for your kind letter of the 1st
Instant, Its perusal has given me the same pleasure as when
having a talk with you in person, freely speaking out our minds
with sympathetic consideration of and discussions in our mutual
thoughts and ideas. I very much appreciate the goodness which
prompted you to write to me as you have so very kindly done.

Many thanks for your greetings and expression of good wishes
with which the letter begins, Coming from the very heart of a
good old friend they stand high in my estimation and gratefully as
1 acknowledge them I desire to express most co:@idl“ reciprocation
of the same to you -and your worthy son Lt, Kumar Adhikrama

by



-whose acquaintance I was so very good to make last winter while
1 was in Calcutta, :
With the waves of new thoughts dashing in or splashing every-
. Where against what is or what was, the religion of the Hindus seem
#tc be passing through a very critical period. Different sects and
diverse #chools of thought are being seen at work, each wanting
to have its own way. Such distracting forces at work cannot but
throw everything into a jumble, and the way out of that lies on a
clear gpurse broad based on the unanimity and unanimous support
of all concerned. Improvements in such cases cannot come from
outsides but must come from within. The Stalwart followers of
that faith will, it is hoped, direct their efforts to that end without
giving the least political tinge to the religious move. Unfortunately
religious activity in India, however pure and simple the intentions
and wishes of it may be, is invariably drawn into the vortex of
political arena. And I am sure you will agree that more harm
than good is likely to result from Nepal’s greeting mixed up in such
matter and under such conditions.

Deeply though I sympathise with your views and much as I
should like to see the Hindu religion out of the chaos which it is
now in, I feel that I can, under the circumstances, .do no better
than say what I have said above. g

The other point dealt within your letter has my attention.
Indeed I am grateful to you for all that you have said sodeelingly

mﬁt conneetion. Slow but steady should be our motto ‘and I
shall be very glad of your advice from time to time should you be
inclined to favour me with that,

Mr. Percival Landon has written a book on Nepal. You may
have heard of it or perhaps seen it too. In case you have not, I
thought its perusal may interest you, and with that idea, am sending
a copy under a separate cover for your acceptance.
With best wishes that you may have yet many more years of
-useful life before you attended always with happiness and prosperity.
I remain,
Yours sincerely,
CHANDRA,

3 RS
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