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PREFACE

This is a rare historical Kavva not published hitherto
It consists of twelve cantos and1s composed bv the poet
Sr1 Rajanatha, the son of Arunaginnatha, who hved in
the 16th century The work treats of the exploits of
Achyuta Raya, one of the emperors of the ‘“Never to he
forgotten’” empire of Viayanagar. Achyuta Rava was
the son of Narasimha and succeeded to the throne, his
brother Krishna Raya, in the year 1529—30 MMore
than one Epigraphical record contains the following
geneologv,

Timma
(M. Devak)

Iswara
(M Bukkamma)

Narasa or Narasimha
(Three wives)
(Usurped the throne about A,D. 1498)
{

(By qupa.mba) (By NLgamba) (By Obalma,mba}
Vira Nrnsimhataya Krishna Raya Achyuta Raya
(M Varadamba)

King A,D, 1530—42.

Chinna Venkata.

There was once a king named Timma among the
Tuluva Dynasty of kings in Vijayanagar. His wie was
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Devaki. Theit son was Iswara whose wife was Buk-
kamma. Thev had two 1ssues Narasimha and Timman.
The formet became the Emperor and captuied the fort of
Manavaduiga and on the Nizam of that place craving his
paidon, he gave back the foit to the Nizam, and then
subdued Seringapatam He then overcame the Marawas
and took hold of Madura and vanquished Konetiraja
Fuoally he made Vijavanagar his capital He had thiee
queens each of whom gave birth toa son These three
sons became kings one after another and the last was
Achyuta Raya whose queen was Varadambal  Achyuta
Raya was crowned as king with his son Chinna Venka-
tadr1 as Yuvaraja. Atfter he ascended the throne, the
Prime Minister one day reported to hun, that the Chola
king had decamped from his kingdom and sought refuge
of the king of Chera who had depiived the Pandyan king
of his legitimate dominions The Emperor got enraged
on heanng this and 1mmediately ordered his forces On
an auspicious day he started towards the South and
1eached Chandragiri. Thence he went to Tirupat1 where
he stayed for some time. From there he went to
Kalahasti and Vishnukanchi. Tiruvannamalai was next
reached and finally Srirangam. Here he halted and sent
his brother-in-law to punish the Chera king. Accor-
dingly hus brother-in-law, the son of Salagaraja went
through Madura to the shores of the Tambraparni. From
there he sent his commander-in-chief against the Chera
king Meanwhile the Xing of Travancore who was
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known by the title of “Tuuvadi,” hearing of the expedi-
tion of the emperor of Vijayanagar, collected his forces
and took his stand on the shores of the Tambraparni. A
regular battle ensued between the two opposing forces
with the result that the Vijayanagar aimy was victorious
Immediately, the Chera king handed over the Chola king
to Prince Salagaraja and took refuge under him. Prince
Salagaraja recognised the Chera king and gave back to
the Pandyan Chief the dominions that were once his.
Then desiiing to worship God Anantapadinanabha on his
retuin wav, he ieached the Malana Mountain and the
sea

Such 1s the history narrated 1n the first six cantos
We have several accounts of the reign of Krishna Raya
whea the Empire of Vyavanagar was at 1ts  zembh, but
of Achyuta Rava the existing records are very few.
Henece this Mahakavyais very valuable as a contribution
to History When the other six cantos also are publish-
ed Professor M Rangachariar M A has kindly under-
taken to write a critical introduction to the whole work
Meanwhile we commend thls Part to the critical studv
of all Sanskrit Scholars.

We take this opportunity to thank Pandit T. S. Kuppu-
swamy Sastriar who first suggested to us the publication
of this work In the preparation of this edition we had
the help of six manuscripts, four from Tanjore, one from
Adyar and another from the CGovernment Oriental Mss.
library. Being the fist edition the commentator ex-
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perienced some difficulty in choosing the best readings
from the different manusciipts and 1t1s quite probable
that with all his caie some mistakes might still have
crept in. These, we hope to rectify, in the second
edition

Srirangam, ]L

( J. K. Ralasubrabmanyam.
15th March 1907 |
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