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PREFACE.

~ Ranpadipika is  rare work in the form of Karikas in.
tended, as its title signifies, to kindle the zeal of kings for
battle by removing iguorance of the art of warfare from
their minds.  From the concluding stanza of the work,

R E IS U CEANEIEES R
s adgtrgagasidamdig |
st wfig T agt aRrdas
THIAYT FTCTE: &, T |

it 1s evident that the author Kumara was a Gunuka and a
protege of Devasarman, and that the latter wasa hrother
of the Brahmin Govinda who was highly honoured by all
Kerala kings. If Govinda was also a king, then, he should
have belonged cither to the C'hampakasseri Royal family or
the Jdapalli Royal family, for the members of these two
families were said to be Brahmins in the Kerala country.
The stanza may also be taken to mean that Govinda was
Brahmin Acarya highly respected by the kings of Kerala.
The work is cifed as an authority in the Prafuamarga

thus +—

e iiatgirauhinmgit

FrAEes ared g o e 0
which 18 known to have been written in 825 of the Malabar
Bra corresponding to 1650 A.D. It is therefore certain
that the author tlourished earlier than 1650 A, D.  From the
word &4 in the above quotation it seems that Rapadipika
was a well known work at the time of the author of the
Pragnamarga; and as it is natural to suppose that the work
should at least have taken a century before it could become so
popular, I think we may not be far from right if we assigh
the date of the author a century earlier than 1650 A. D. If
however, we take the word Rajaraja mentioned in the
verse TEEUATEAAFE to mean the same as the king of
Mahodayapura described in the Sukasandesa

‘g R BN

NERILFRISERICIE S IRE R I
Rt aR T
Tt aEaEaed May gt 07 (Slo. 48).

then the dute of Kumiragapaka falls at the latest to the
middle of the 11th contury A. Dy, as the last kmg of Nabe:
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(‘iuyapum who sustained defeat at the hands of Rajendra-
chola is known to have reigned between 1052-64 A. D.
The work has epitomised in eight chapters the following
eight topics respectively, viz., (1) wafedw, (2) wwnfis,
< '
§) wrwatias, (4) sweEas, (5) m&aw, (6) vmwET-
43%, (7) grfatsand (8) s@e@as, which are found elab-
orately dealt wich in the Arthagaistra, Jyotistantra, Svara-
gama, Puaksigastra and other sciences. The author was well
versed in various branches of sastras and is also known to
have heen a successtul astrologer gifted with wonderful power
of prediction. It is interesting to note that the author fore-
casts in the verse, v
oy et agvgET TR | _
i aivess g s wietnn” (Cha. 3, Slo. 30),
the supetsession, in course of time, of what is known as the
marumaktathajom system of inberitance by inheritance from
futher io childrsn among the marumakkathayess of Malabar;
and that ventavies afterwards, it has been the Royal pleasure
of Her most gravious Highness the Maharani Regent to give
the sanctity of law to the lutter system in our own days so
far us the marimakkathayees in "I ravancore are concerned.
The foliowluy solucisis are found in the work:-—
i, gfysi frEal sosmit et
e aat 70 AwiEEAshE 1 (Cha. 2, Slo, 20)
. TEREAA GO TENAT B ) ,
F A weg w gead 9 agw 0 (Cha. 2, Slo, 32).
5. FHATE HOT W FgrageEy |
gt @ Ama Bt waf g u (Oha. 3, Slo- 25),
The work quotes s aw horities such anclent teachers as
Lo Brluspaii, 2 Gargva. 8. Kupily, 4. Vedavyasa, 5. At
6. Jundrdana, 7. Madhava, 8. Varahamihivaand 9. Yavana,
The wlition of the work is based on four mnanuseripts
marked %, @& @ and 9, which excepting the second are
complere copies lefougivg o the  Palace Library, Tri-
vandening while e secoud, win incomplete wpy cotuining
the fivse, the thivd, wod the ftth adlyayes and portion o
the Lzt adbsasan was obtained frow” Mr. Govinda Pilla of
Marehive Y Veedu,

Crivandrin, K. SAMBASIVA SASTRI,
s=L1-110g. i . -
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