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FOREWORD

Y

he following pages represent the labours of a
modern writer in the field of Sanskvit Drama. Though
*he attempt may not elaim wo be unique, evenin
these days of comparative negleet of ancient Indian
Innguage and elagsies, it corfainly  retlocts a great
eredit on the author. The carlicst. history ol the
growth of drama i the pre-christian centuries in
India is shroaded in mystery, but [rom a survey of
ita subsequent history it appears that Indian drama,
unlike Greek drama in ihe carly ages or idlizabethan
drama in mediaeval Fneland, had its own course of
avolution and developed its own canons and technique,
Several varieties of dranmatic composition, hoth Ripa-
kas and Uparapakas, are recoznised and illustrated
in Sanskrit liserature, and thongh vhese cover o wide
awea of subjecty and constructive art and though
some of them do depart from  the standard  lixed by
literary traditions, ihey can in no wise be described
as the expression of an unrestricted freedom of the
author’s imagination.  Present-day compositions have
to conform to the canons of  dramatic wrt to an even
vreater extent. The genius of the author can find
seope for exhibiting itself, not usually in over-riding
these bonds of traditional propriety but in utilising
thew as instruments of o Jurger sclf-expression.



(i)

The author, MM. Pundit Mathura Prasud Dikshita,
writes Sanskrit with a facile pen and commands «
style, which combines elegance with power. He hasx
tried to depict in the present work the extraordinary
qualities of the great Rajput hero, Ranu Pratap
Sinha of Mewar, and there is no doubt that he hus
ereatly succeeded in making his picture ax vivid as
possible. The name of Runa Pratup bas heen a housc-
hold word, not only in Rajputana but in the whole of
cducated India, thanks to the immortal researches of
the late lamented Col. Tod and of his illustrious
followers. 1lis patriotism, his love of {resdom,
the nobility and dignity of his moral charucter. his
ereat bravery, his  unbounded zeal and religious fer-
vour, aud above all his unusual sacritices in the cause
of his couutry und countrymen—these are vhe never
failing sources of inspiration to patriotic youths and
have us a matter of fuct fired the imagination of
hosts of writers and readers of north Indian vernacalurs,
The author has done well in makivg Sanskrit his
medium, as it is calenlated to have the effect of enri-
ching modern Sanskrit drama as well as of making
available the story of the great hero to a wider cirele
of young Indiun readers, I hope the work will have
the publicity and appreciation it deserves,

Benares
November, 1437, Gopi Nath Kaviraj
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