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Publishers’ Preface

We have great pleasure in placing before the
public this complete edition of Kivyénusisana, as a
masterly work of Sri Hemachandrichfirya the Great
Jain Scholar with AlamkArachiiddmani and Viveka
commentaries by the same author. This scholarly
work of SGhitya is almost the last word on the Science of
Poetics dealing with all the branches of the interesting
subject of Rasas, Alamkéiras etc. The treatment of the
subject is most scientific and elucidation of its various
branches is clear and attractive and in fact leaves
nothing to be desired.

With a view to prepare important Jain Works
in the interests of the general public keeping in view
its admission for the University curriculum, a resolution
was passed by the Managing Committee of Shri
Mahavira Jaina Vidyalaya in the year 1928 to undertake
publication of useful works for University purposes after
getting prepared texts with notes thereon on modern
lines; andin the first place they selected this great work of
HemachandrfichArya and entrusted the execution of the
work to Mr. Rasiklal C. Parikh a scholar of great learning.

It is true that a considerable period has elapsed in
carrying out the job, but the delay has been sufficiently
compensated by the great care taken in preparing the
correct copy of the text and supplementing the same by
various important indexes which have literally enhanced
the usefulness of the book. The same is calculated to
facilitate Sahitya Students and research scholars in
the matter of references.



But the more important part of the work is the
history of Gujarat culminating with Hemchandracharya
at the hands of Mr. Parikh. He has spared no pains
to make the history very useful and informative. The
value of the treatment is enhanced by the writer’s
supporting almost every statement thereof by quoting
relevant authorities. In our view this part of the
work will be a landmark in the history of Gujarati
literature, and being useful both from historical as well
as literary points of view, is sure to find its permanent
place in the literary world.

Professor Athavale has prepared notes on the
original text and commentary. He being a specialist
on the science of Poetics has spared no pains to
make the notes useful to the students of Sahitya and
has added to its usefnlness by quoting and comparing
the subjects under discussion with views of otherscholars
dealing with the subject of Sahitya. The foreword at
the hands of Acharya Dr. Anandshankar B. Dhruva
has added to the intrinsic value of the publication.

If this publication meets with a proper response
Shri Mahavira Jaina Vidyalaya is very likely to think
of undertaking publication of Jain works of general
utility with critical notes. For sometime past critical
publication of Jain works has been considered a great
necessity and we hope this publication will be considered
a step towards removal of that long felt want. It is now
for the public to judge about the utility of the book.

Vidyalaya Buildings Motichand G. Kapadia
Gowalia Tank Road, Chandulal S. Modi
1st February 1938, Hon. Secr.

Bombay, 7. Shri Mahavira Jaina Vidyalays,



FOREWORD

lt is with much pleasure that I contribute a brief
‘Foreword’ to this excellent edition of Hemacandra’s
“ Kavysnusdsana” which has been prepared by two
young scholars—Adhyapaka Rasiklal C. Parikh of
Gujarat Vidyapitha and Professor R. B. Athavale,
formerly of the same Vidyapltha and now Professor
of Sanskrit at the Lalbhai Dalpatbhai Arts College,
Ahmedabad.

My “Foreword ” has necessarily to be brief in
view of the elaborate Introduction, carefully edited
Text of the Stutras and the two commentaries, the
numerous Appendices and the explanatory Notes already
making a volume of more than a thousand pages.

The Introduction is more than an ordinary preface
giving the life of the author, enumerating his works
and assesing their values. It sets forth the history of
the Province to which the author belongs, from the
earliest times recorded in the Purinas upto those of
Siddharsja and Kumarapala—the two celebrated kings
of Gujarat, who were great patrons of learning and
were closely associated with Hemacandrécarya in his
literary and religious activities. The purpose which the
editors have in view in relating this long story is
‘to provide a background to the life and times of
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Hemacandra’, who is not only ‘ a conspicuous personality
in the social and political history of Gujarat and one
of the greatest apostles of the Jaina Church’, but is,
at the same time, an important figure in the history
of the Language and Literature of the whole of India.
The chapter on Apabhram®a in his “ Sabdanusasana ”
remains to this day the standard work on the language
which is the immediate forerunner of more than one
modern language of India. Similarly, his *“ Chandonu-
sasana ” supplies information regarding the Prosody
of Prakrta and Apabhramfa which is found nowhere
else. His “ Desinamamalg ” is a unique work which
contains a rich treasure of Defya words which formed
part of the vocabulary of ancient and medeval
Indian Languages.

In writing “ Sabdanufssana ”, “ Chandonufasana ”
and “ KavyanuSasana ”, Hemacandra had for his object
the preparation of works on three main branches of
learning—Grammar, Prosody and Poetics—works which
the Jainas could call their own. Although these works
were also given other proper names, * namely, “Siddha-

* lere are two intriguing questions* What is the name of
this book ? Does the name ‘ §ISIIGWEA ’ stand for the sitras only

or does it cover the commentary (‘efegRIEMM’) also?

As regards the latter, the editors say : “ The Sitras and
the Alamkdraciddman form one wortk and are to-gether
referred to as “ Kdvyanusisana,” though, strictly speaking,
acenyding to the colophons at the end of the manuscripts of the
work, the Alamkaracidamaii 15 a commentary on the Kavyanusa-
sana and therefore the title KavyanuSisana should be taken to
denote the Sitrds only.” To the ewidence of the colophons, I
would add the more decisive evidence of the mangala verse of
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Hemacandra”,“Chandoviciti” and “Alamkaraciidsmani”,
they were for the Jainas ‘’,~‘6=g’~ and ‘si’~sigwwr’s
or the Sciences of Grammar, Prosody and Poetics
respectively.

the Alamkiracuddmani (“ quwa quanar fast weggmEas ctc
which I am inclined to regard as the mangalicarala of dwgR-
qUAfT and not of HIFIIMET which has its own mangala~
* e@fA etc.’ ) which speaks of ‘' &ISAWET ' as the name of
the work of which W@ERI®WAM is the commentary. Against
this, however, is to be set the statement at the commencement of
faw “wrrgueerd A3%: sAAmad” that ¥ is a commentary
on W[EAIGATER where by ‘ ®[BAGINEA ' we have to understand
the g% or FRG-cum-wFERILIAM since A is actually a

commentary not on one but on both. This apparent inconsistency
is to be explained as arising {rom the fact that Hemacandra
first composed the Sitras and gave them the title * GRRFwmaw ’

and to them he added an explanatory Iy which he called
lm!lmmﬁr, and the two together were intended to be the
Sistra of gra (* SrATAER *).

A still more difficult question is —Is * ©sqIgM@’ the name
of the book or its description ? Possibly, it is the latter, meaning
merely ‘a work of Poetics* like ‘ fR3Igam&a’ which means ‘a
work of Grammar’ the proper mame of the work being
fogdn or faedww=R (Cf  fesRav Rt yTsgIgarane ’
in the colophon of Hemacandra’'s Grammar. Cf also what
Hemacandra himself says under verse 2 of WEAIGWIR viz.
wegrgeEy fewdaweafingd.) On the same lines, * geifaRyRy "
and not ‘GGG’ would scem to be the name of the book,
the latter being only a description meaning ‘a work on prosody.’
And yet these books are known more by their descriptive names
namely, s of different subjects, rather than by the proper

names such as ‘ fawRA ' etc.
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. In the preparation of these special works Hema-
chandra has been sometimes charged with ‘plagiarism’.
For example, in his work on Poetics with which
we are here concerned, Hemacandra is accused of
‘borrowing  wholesale’ from “ Kavyamimampsa ”,
“ Kavyaprakafa ”, “ Dhvanyaloka ” and “ Locana”.
But an impartial study of his work would show that
Hemacandra wants the Jainas to know all that the
Brahmanas knew, and consequently he does not hesitate
to reproduce the wisdom of his Brahmana predecessors,
while making substantial addition to the stores he has
inherited. Now, to compare the works from which he
is said to have “ borrowed wholesale ” with his “Kavya-
nufasana”: “Kavyamimanss is a brilliant miscellany on
topics relating to Poetry, which, although it can claim
originality in the matter of ideas and the mode of
presenting them, does not pretend to be a systematic
treatise like the “Kavyaprakasa” or the “KavyanuSasana”.
The author of the “KavyaprakaSa” tries to work out
a synthesis—it is at least a syncretism-of all the theories
of Poetry from Bhémaha downwards, and produces a
comprehensive work on Poetics. Yet in so doing he
leaves Dramaturgy out in the cold, except in so far
as it is connected with Ragsa. This omission Hema-
candra duly supplies, and does what ViSvanatha does
in the “Sahityadarpana” in a later age. The “Dhvanys-
loka” and the “Locana” deal with only a certain
aspect or type of Poetry and their scope is more
limited than that of the Kavyaprakaa and & fortiori
than that of the “Kavysnusasana”.

In justification of the wide range of their Intro-
duction the editors remark that “the cultural life of
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the city of Anahilavada Pattana”—with which Hema-
candra was connected—was in the high tradition of
Pataliputra, Ujjayini, Kényakubja, Valabhi and
Bhinmamala”, and thus the history of the kingdoms
and empires of which these cities were capitals becomes
distinctly relevant. The editors have accordingly collected
information from all possible sources-such as, accounts
of travellers, descriptions in literary works, architectural
remains, and inscriptions on stones and copper-plates
together with such legends in the Purénas and the
Prabandhas as are not inconsistent with proved historical
facts, This makes the Introduction well worth study in
order to realise the place of Gujarat and its greatest
savant in the history of India.

Bombay \

August 22, '37 A. B. Dhruva
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