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SIVAVILASA

The Sivavilasa is a Sanskrit poem in eight cantos
composed by Damodara Cikyar, the court poet of
Keérala Varma, the ruler of Odaniid, whose period may be
assxgned to the 14th century A.D. Although the poem
is called Sivavilasa, the Glory of Siva, its main theme
is the story of Unniyati, the dzughter of Kcrala Varma.
Cakyar has writien also another work, a campu
in  Malayalam, in praise of the beautiful heroine
Unniyati.§ Both works are composed with the object
of praising Unniydti, and indirectly the poet’s patron,
Vira [{6rala Varmma. On a superficial considevation,
it would then seem more appropriate to call the work
Unniyati  Carita or  Unniyati Vilasa. A word  of
explanation, therefore, becomes necessary why the poet
chose to give it a name which is appureuntly misleading.
Cakyar presumably wanted to give his work a religious
elevation by connecting it with Siva, the tutelary deity
of his patron Vira Kérala Varma. This he has achieved
by cleverly relating the whole story to the deity.
Unpiyati is conceived as an avatdr, incarnation, of
Parvati, the consort of q“’a, and her birth as the daughter
of Kérala Varma is said to be due to the blessing of
Siva. The poet carries the comparison of the Siva-story
further by conceiving that prvince Rama Varma of Cochin,
whom Unniyiiti chose as her husband, was an incarnation
of Siva. These conceptions besides investing the hervcine
and her husband with a halo of divinity, lend a religious
colouring to the whole story. They also indirectly

& See Uppiyaticaritan, Compu, No. 91 in the Malayalam
series of this Library.



enhance the greatness of the King Xeérala Varma whose
glorifiction was the primary object of the poet.

This identification has secured for this work an
undercurrent of similarity with the Kumarasambhava of
Kalidasa. The Kumarasambhava, according to tradition, ends
with the marriage of Parvati with Siva. Siva vilasa is
strikingly similar to the Kumarasambhava iu this respect.
The birth of Parvati, her childhood, and later on her
marriage with Siva are the main elements in Idlidasa’s
poem, and in these Cikyar's conception bears close
resemblance. But beyond these the comparison need
not be stretched. Cakyir was not creating a fiction on
the model of the Kumirasambhava, but was only discover-
ing a parallelism between the theme of Unpniyati and
the story of the Kumiarasambhava so far as it suited his
purpose. The most important element in both the
stories is the marriage of the heroines, but in this respect
Cakyar has drawn his inspiration not from the Kumara-
sambhava, but from Indumati’s Svayamrara as described
by Kilidasa in the Raghuvaméa. In the Fumarasambhava
the heroine made up her mind to have Siva as her
partner, and then realised her desire by long and arduous
penance. The marriage of Parvati was solemnised in the
most ceremonial msnner. But in the? Siva Vilisa the
heroine chooses her husband in the Svayamrara manner
fro:n among the princes invited by the king, as does
Indumati in the Raghuvamsa.

This indebtdness to Kalidasa is openly acknow.
edged by the poet in the third stanza of first sarga,
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mentioning the Raghuvaméa by name. Although the
Kumarasambhava is not pointedly referred to, the ex-
pression ygdamd in the stanza may be taken to allude
to that poem also. But trom this, we will not be
justified in thinking that Siva vilisa is an imitation of
Kumarasmnbhava or Raghuvaméa. In narration as well as
in description, Cakyar does not blindly follow any other
poet. His work shows profound influence of Alankira
Sastra as well as of the great Mahakivyas composed in
conformity with its canons. Fondness for lengthy rarna-
ns, descriptions, is a feature of this poem in common
with other Mahdkavyas. DBut there is oviae promivent
feature which distingnishes this from other poems
of this type. Poets of the Mahikavya school chose
their themes from the Purdpas ov ltihdsas. Cakyir's
work is an innovation in this respect, as he chose lLis
theme from coutemporary history. In selecting the theme
the poet was influenced more by the Malayalam Jiterature
of his lime than by classical Sanskrit poetry. That he
was himself the author of a Malayalam Campn work
Unpiyati Caritam, lends support to this view, ’

The story of the poem is briefly summarised
below:—

The poem opens with a description of Kantiyar g
the capital of the kings of Odanad (Kayamkulam.)¥ At
the time of the story the king of Odanad was Vira lérala

3 Near Mavelikkara in central Travancore.

& Odandd was a prosperous principality in those days,
and it comprised a large area in whatis now central Travan-
core. The principality was eventually "annexed to Travancorg
by Maharaja Maridnda Varme in 1746. A. D.



Varma, a prince of noble qualities according to our poet.
His minister was one Krspa Vira, & Brahman who
belonged to Kadutturutti in Vatakkumkar state. In
course of time Vira Herala Varma entrusted the affairs fo
the state to} his nephew (sister’s'son) and retired to a
life of enjoym.ent. Vira Kcrala Varma then took to
wife % Cerukara Kuttatti, an accomplished woman
proficient in dancing. The king and his wife Kuttatti
passed twelve happy years of connubial enjoyment, but were
in the end smitten by sorrow for want of issue. Krsna
Vira, the minister, advised Kérala Varma Lo worship Siva
of the Kantiytr temple with the object of getting a child.
The Riju and his wife did accordingly. This reminds us of
the Nandiniprasidana in the Raghuvamfa where Dilipa
and his wife Sudaksina propitiated Nandint with the object

of getting a child.

The third sarga is devoted to the description of
the king's worship of Siva. The deity was pleased with
the prayers and devotion of the king. An Asarim,
ethereal voice, was heard from the sanctum sanctorum:
of the temple.

A9 qrATRITNIEIGIRE AT |
SAIFARE HEgEUgATAE: 1|
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Cerukara family is referred to also in Upnunilisandés
a poem -of the 1l4th century. Cerukara house, from these
references, appears to have been a wealthy family with which
the ruling house of ()dandd had relation through marriage,
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It was the voice of the God, and it predicted that
goddess Parvati would be korn as the king’s daughter,
and that in course of time she would become the bride of
one who was an avatar of Siva himself.
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The portion relating to the worship of Siva follows
the best puranic style, and it may be from this that the
name of the poem acquires particular significance. The
following passage will illustrate the point.

s WA SAZIINEAAFASL |
9q gueEHIEAYHER A34C | TI1. 23

S FIGHGANAFILIFILA |
Siq flenFigEaagroge || 111. 25

aREEAEa A THBERILY |
Adstg AWAHA Y gReIAT U 111, 32
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The boon thus given bore fruit without delay.
Kutiatti, the king’s consort, gave birth to a daughter
who was named Unniyati. She grew up and won the
hearts of all people who came in contact, by her bewitch-
ing beauty and charming manners. She became accom-
plished in literature, music and dancing. The following
verses relating to her education are intervesting, as re-
vealing the type ‘of instruction givem to the women in
Kérala during the middle ages.
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When Unniyati attained the twelfth year of age,
Vira Kérala Varma began to think of a suitable match
for her. He knew that his daughter was an avatar of
Parvati and that she was destined to be the bride of one
who was an incarnation of Siva. But, how is it possible to
find out that person? The king, therefore, made up his
mind to celebrate his daughter’s wedding in the Svaycrn-
nare style, as then Unniyati could choose her husband
after her heart.

The preparations for, and the celebration of, the
wedding are aescribed in the sixth and the seventh sargas

respectively. The poet has not missed the opportunity to
give an idea of the celebration in glowing colours.
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Kings and Brahman chiefs fromfall parts of Kerala
“==z2 to attend the svayamvare ceremony in response to
fahe invitation of Kerala Varma. Then Unniyati decked
In costly clothes and golden ornaments came to the svayam-
sara hall accompanied by several wowmen.

a N Wegwegar agfin
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In the hall, a lady attendant introduced the princes
one after another to Unniyati. We do not find here
deseription of the several princes as in other Kawyas of
this type. Unniyaii listened to the lady guide
and gently walked forward showing no inclination to any
of them. The guide finally took Unniyati to prince
Rama Varma of Cochin on whown the poet showers the
highest praise. The lady introduced him to Unniyati as a
noble scion of the ruling family of Cochin. The
prowess of the princeand his noble qualities eloquently
narrated by the lady captivated Unniyati's imagination.
Having guessed her feelings correctly, the lady atten-
dant, in a mood of gentle humour, told her that if
she was not satisfied with him she might walk forward,
Unniyati cast her face down in basbfulness. She then

garlanded the prince in token of her svuyamypara. Then
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the wedding was s)lemnised in all pomp and splendour.

The poew ends with the eighth Sarga which contains
a description of the married life of the hero and the
heroine. The last portion tells the readers that Unniyati
and her husband were at the time staying at Udaya-
puri ( Mahodayapattanam—another name of Cranganore)
practising spiritualism adlyd@tma vidyd.

An estimate  of the puem

As a Sanskrit poem of the Mahikavya type,
the Siva vilisa certainly deserves a high place. It may be
making too tall a claim if Ciakyir is placed on a par with
the great Mahakivya poets of Sanskrit. But surely his
work entities him to an abiding position among the San-
skrit poets of*icrala. He has admirable mastery of
diction, and his power of description is commendable.
Verses like the followmo' beur the stamp of real poetic
genius.

N

fFTaa R = A= WwEaa
g1 (AT qaFTEAl [AsggarAar: |
qEEREFIREAl 29 RacawTsa BraEs
A FEATALA FFAN FABT A@T. I L 9.
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fiNg. Ada X399 49 (979 =4
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<ilfavag Fegg AgagaE .
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The poem deserves our sitention from another
point of view also. As a piece of literature bearing
on the history of Kayamkulum (Odanad) this poem
is  of Lmmense value. It gives us o glimpse of the
history of Kilyamkuinns, then a prosperous prineipality
under the ruling bouse of Odauad. 1t reflects the
life and mauners of ! evala of the 14th century, and
this fact cnhances the value of this work. The poem
is particnlarly significant as revealing the position of
the sons and daughters of the kings of liérala in those
days when the ruling law of inheritance was miarumakka-
ttayam. According to that system, right of inheri-
tance was given not to one’s own children, but to the
children of une’s sister. There, therefore, exists a general
misconception among students of history that sons and
daughters received little attention frem pavents. The
story of this poem will surely give the lie to that
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erroneous notion. For, here we find the daughter of a
king in those days, (a daughter surely belonging to a
lower comnunity) getting all the hononr due to a princess.

Age of the poen.

We have no direct evidence as regards the age of
the poem, but the identification of the heroine of this
poem, Unniyati, and her mother Cerukara Kuttatti with
their namesakes in the Unnunili Sandéfam will afford some
clue for determining the period The verses of the Sandésa
mentioning Kuttatti and Unniyati are given below. g
In these verses Kuttatti and Unpniyati are mentioned
as belonging to Cerukara family. The relevant verse of
the Sivavilaisa mentions the name of -the heroine as
Guptastri, and that of her family as Vatsatira.

EEE] ﬁr’%ﬂﬁglq a mmmﬁr
Iﬁa“”ﬁﬂqi\ Hﬂm QQHHR !
atusfigRer assar aRker
FfEezny qEEid Aw 99gr 0 1. «
Guptastri is obviously the Sanskritised form of
Kuttatti, and Vatsatira the translation of Cerukara. The
identity of Wuttatti and Guptastriis thus almost unmistak-
able. On this basis we may presume that the Sivavilasa is

vontemporaneous with Unnunili Sandets  About the date
of Ummmh Sandwa thm e 18 (11ﬂelem,L of oplmon among

—_-——
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s, but all of them are agreed that its composition
=i be assigned to the 14th century A. D.

The composition of the Sivavilasa may, however,
considered posterior to that of the Sandesa, as
-0iydti, whose wedding is the main theme of the Siva-
4ea, was only a young girl at the time of the Sandesa.
sala Varma, the patron of Diamdodara Cikyar, became
Raja of Odanad only after the death of Ravi Varma
w0 is referred to as the king in Unnpunili Sandéfa.
though Mahiikavi Ullar doubts the indentity of the
o Unniyatis mentioned in the Sandesa ‘and the Siva-
isa, he too agrees with the view that the Sivavilasa was
sterior to the Sandesa (Vijhana Dipika Vol 1V, p. 141.),

The poct.
The author of this poem is Dimodara Cakyar, as is
ident from the last verse.
iy wigauziss szawania
w7 37 909 FHar wEwE |
W@y ([FaEAsE A #(s9 979
N weamsan Iae |

There can be little doubt in identifying this Dimo-

1. A detailed discussion of the several views will be
nd in the Introduction to my edition of Unpnunili Suiulcsum,
blished by V. V. Book Depot, Chalai, Trivandrum.

2. From the description of Unnpiyati in the  andésa
may infer that she was at the time only a small child.
we take her to be a girl of, say, six or seven then, the date
the Sivavilasa will have to be fixed five or six. years after
“* (i, e. the date of the composition of the Snndsia), for
~ Sivavilasa describes Unniydti’s wedding which took place

'1« twelfth year of age.
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dara with the author of Unniyaticaritam, which is a
Manipravale campu on Unniyati, the daughter of Kerdla
Varma and KFuttatti. (No. 91, Bhasigranthavali, issued
from this Library). Itis stated that Cakyar belonged
to Mannanam, a village near ¥ 6ttayam (North Travancore),
and that he was & devotee of Sankaraniriyana, the
deity installed in the temple of Navaikkulam (Vijiianadipika
by Mahakavi Ullar Vol. IV. p. 121). Cakyar must have
enjoyed the patronage of Korala Varma, as evidenced by
the two poems which are abiding memorials of his
loyalty and gratitude.

This edition is based on a single palm leaf manu-
seript No. 1806 available in this Library. The manuscript
belongs to Katallar Mana, a Nampuri family in Malabar.
The Madras Oriental Manuscripts Library also has got a
transcript of the same Manuseript.

This poem was first brought to the notice of the
world of scholarship by the late Mahiakavi Ullur S.
Paramoivara Aiyar ( Vide his article on the Sivavilasa in
Vijiianadipika Part 1V). Dr. Kunjan Raja has also pub-
lished an article on this poem in the Indjan Historical
Quarterly, Vol XX. This, however, is the first time
that the poem is brought out in book form.

The serutiny of the manuseript was attended to by
Sri V. G. Namputiri, First Grade Pandit of this Library,
under the supervision of Sri K. 8. Mahadeva Sastri, the
Curator. Sri Krishna Varar, the Senior Pandit, has also
attended to the revision of proof.

I hope that this publication will receive the warm
welcome of the enlightened scholars.

Trivandrum } Suranad Kunjan Pillas
1-6-1956 HONORARY DIRKCTOR.
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