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INTRODUCTION

We are now happy to present to the public the Nrgamoksa. a
well-known Campu Prabandha by Niiriyana Bhattatiri, one of the
celebrated Sanskrit poets of Kcrala. He flourished during the 16tk
century (1560-1648 A. D.). Bhattatiri b:lonzed to Melputtin
Illam, a fainily of Nambiri Brithmans, near Thirunivii temple i
South Malabar. This fuact is clearly mentioned in his well-knoy.
grammatical work Prakriy:isarvasva.
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Uparinavagrima is the Sanskrit equivalent of Mulputtur.
The stanza also wentions Bhattatiri’s father Mitidatta who was
proficient in several branches of learning like D'7illa Tantras
Kunuzrila Bhatta's Mimimsa.

There is little authentic evidence about the biographiecal
details of Mclputtiir. Several legends have grown up on his fame.
It is generally believed that in his early days he 1d a life of
pleasure-hunting, caring little for education. we cannct place much
reliance on such stories. But from statements made by the peet
himself we know that he was deeply erudite in the several branches
of Sanskrit learning.
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This verse makes it clear that he had his lessons in Mimamsa

from his father, and that he was indebted to Malhavicarya,
Damodardcarya and Acyuta in the study of other subjects like
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Veda, Tarka, and Vyakarana. The works of Bhattatiri, both in the
fizld of pure literature and in the field of S7strds, are eloquent
testimony to the truth of the abyve statements.

Bhattatiri’s life appears to bs one of devotion to God.
His magnum opus, Nirayauyam, a devotional poem com-
prising 1000 odd verses in praice of the deity of Guravayur
temple, reveals him as a Bhakta reposing absolute faith in that deity.
But from other works of his in praise of some of the Kings and
Chiefs of Kérala we may infer that he travelled from place to place
enjoying their hospitality and patronage. His Gosrinagaravarnana,
Mztabhiipa pravasti, Sailibdhisvara pravasti etc. way be cited ag
illustrations. He has made glowing references to Dévaniriyana,
the Nambiiri R3aja of Ampalappula who was his chief patron. This
Devanariyana was the renowned Purdtamtirunii]l Raja of Cempaka-
ss'eri (Ampalappula, 1566-1623 A. D) a great patron of arts and
letters.

The works of Mclputttr fall under the following categories:—

1.- Stotras — Devotional wcrks.

2. Pravasties ~— Panegyrics.

3. Muktakas — Occasional verses.

4, STstras -—— Treatises on s7istras.

5. Prabandhas — Campu type of literary compositions,
6. Miscellaneous. :

The names of worke coming under each of these categories
are given in the note at the end.

Nrgamoksa belongs to the category of Prabandha. Bhattatiri
composed & good number of works belonging to this class. If
tradition is to be believed, he wrote them at the instance of his
friend Kuttancéri Iravi Cakyar. The cakyars are a class of people
whose traditional cccupation is Kuttu, narrating Purnie stories in
temples for the edification of religious devotees. It was for the
putrpose of such perfurmance that Kuttanceri desired his friend
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Bbattatiri to composs the Campus. Bhattatiri mostly chose
religivus themes for his prabandhas. Kotiviraha is the only
prabandha attributed to him which has a secular theme, and
scholars are divided in' their -opinion about the authorship of that
work, as some azcribe it to Malamangalam Narayanan Nambiri.

Bhattatiri is at best in his great devotional poems Narayaniyam,
but his prabandhas are not much inferior in point of poetic
excellence. He exhibits masterly skill both in the choice of diction
and in the arrangement and expression of thougbts. In these
respects he ravks with the greatest Sanskrit poets of Kérala.

Nrgamoksa contains 52 stapzas aud a dozen short prose
passages. Its theme is borrowed from Mahid Bhiagavata (chapter
64, Skandha x). The story is briefly given below.

Nrga was a king of the Iksviku race- He had almost a
passion for giving charities. He used to give away thousands of
cows every day to Briihmans. Once it happened that a cow given
to one Brithman returned to the king's cow-pen and got mingled
with other cows Theking unwittingly took it and gave it away again
to another Brabman. The Brihman who received that cow first
came back and complained to him about the matter.  Tho king
tried to appease the Brithmans by offering to give any number of
cows instead. Neither of the Rhrimans would agree to the king’s
proposal. The king was ina fix. The Brahmans utiored a curse
that the king would become a lizard. They subsequently were
moved to pity and blessed him by giving sapa-miksa according to
which he would be released from the curse by Lord Visnu in his
incarnation as Krsna.
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The story is introduced in a very effective manner. Nrga
himself narrates the story to Krsna when the latter helped him out
of the well and released him from the curse of the Brahmans. Krsna
cane to know of the strange lizard in the well from his children
who came across it during their wanderings in the forest.

Bhattatiri follows the story in the Mabil Bhagavata in the
main, but has made slight modifications here and there to enhance
the poetic effsct. Descriptions in the prabandba show his &kill
in a remarkable degree. The following passage may be cited as an
illustration.
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The story is based on certain traditional concepticns preva-
lent among the Hindu society in olden days. Such are the ideas
about the greatness of Brdhmans, and the sin attending on mis-
appropriation of their properties even if committed unawares. These
may appear t0 be not quite delectable to moderners, but there is one
idea in the story which has a great lesson for all times- Charity,
no doubt, is a great virtue, but pride accompanying it goes before a
fall. Nrga was proud of his charities, and poetic justice of those
times required that he should undergo tribulation before he could
enjry the results of his good actions. The idea is expressed in the
following words:—
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The commentary, published here, is a valuable aid to the
proper appreciation of the Prabandha. From the following
verse it is clear that the commentator undertook the work at the
instance of Prince Rama Varma of Travancore.
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It is understood from Potiyil Cakyar, Kottayam, (the owner
of the manuascript) that the commentary is the work of Elatttr
Rama Svami Sastrikal, the Sanskrit tator of Ayiliam Tirand)
Rama Varma and Visakham Tirunal Rama Varma of Travancore.
Ramasvami Sastrikal was a great Sanskrit scholar and a well-
known writer (1824-1887 A, D.).

This work has bsen prepared for the press by Messrs:
8ri B. Venkatasubrahmonia Iyer and Sri V. G Nambiri. The
edition is based on a single manuseript No, 12986 collected by
8ri V. G. Nambitri from Sri P. N. Paramésvara Cakyar, Potiyil
Mathawm Kottayam.

S'URANAD KUNJAN PILLAI,

Trivandrum. s
drim, Honorary Director.

University Manuscripts Library,
16-3-1955.



1. Stotras.

I1. Pras'astis. 1.

2.

II1. S’astras 1.

2,

3.
4.

5.

NOTE

Narayaniyam - A stotra Kavya in pralse of the
deity of Gruruvaytr temple.

Sripadasaptati - A Stotra of Parvati Devi of
Mukkolakkal temple.

Gruraviyupurésa Stotra. — A small stotra of twelve
stanzas.

Gosrinagaravarnana. A description of the
city of Cochin.
Matardjaprasasti - A Panegyric of Virakerala
Varma, King of Calicut.

Suktaslokas -8 stanzas on the vargavibbaga

~ of Rgveda

Asvalayanakriyikrama — A treatise on the Asva-
Jayana school of rituals.

Prakriyaarvasva — A treatise on Sanskrit grammar
Manapariecchéda in Mianameyodaya — A work on
Purvamimiimesa.

Tantravartika nibandhanam,

1V. Prabandhas.
A. Stories taken fr.m Mahabhirata. y

1.
2.

3.

il

Rijastiya - Rijastiya sacrifice of Yudhisthira.
Ditavikya = Yudbisthira’s message to Duryddhana
through Krsna.

Pancilisvayamvara. - The svayamvara wedding
of Pancali.

Nilayani carita - The story of Naliyani.
Sundopasundopikhyana - The story of Sunda
and Upasunda, two asura brothers.

"Subhadriharana. — The elopement of subhadra

the sister of Sri Krsna with Arjuna.
Kaunteyastaka - Eight stanzas on the reception
given to Darvasa by Yudhisthira.

Kirata — The duel between Arjuna and Kirata,
Paramés'vara disguised as Kirata, a forest dweller.
Kailasavarnana — A description of Kailasa.



‘B, Stories taken from Mahibhigavata.
1, Matsyivatira - Incarnation of Visnu as Matsya

Fish.
2. Nrgamoksa.
3. Daksayiga - Dastruction of the Sacrifice of

Daksa by Siva.
C. Stories taken from Ramzayana-
1. Niranunzsika prabandha or SturpanakbaPralipa -
Affliction of Strpanakha, the sister of Ravana
whose nose was cat off by Linkswana. The pra-
bandha contains no nasal sounds, and hence called
Niranunasika.
Ritksasotpati.
3. Ahalyaimoksam. -  Rama redeeming Ahalya,
Gautawma’s wife, who was lying asa stone image on
acsount of the curse of her husband.
D. Other Prabandhas.
1 Tripuradahana - The burning of the three cities
of Asura-brothers by Siva,
2. Astawmi Prabandha - A description of the Astami
festival of Vaikkam temple.
3. Svibisudhakara - The love story of Candra with
Sviha. '

o

4.  Kotiviraha - The marriage betwesn Sigaraketu
and Srogaracandrika, their separation and re-union.
F. The following works are also attributed to Niriyana:—

1. Gajendramoksa - The release of Gajéodra, Indra-
dyumna, a king of Pandya who became an elephant
by Agastya’s curse-

Rukmangadacarita - The story of Rukmangada,
Vamanivabira.

Ajamilamokss.

Syamantaka.

Kucélavrtta.

Parvati svayamvara.

SO o R
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