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Opinion by Dr. Ganganatha Jha, Ex-Vice-Chancellor of
.Allahabad University:—

I have had the pleasure of meeting Pandit C. Venkata-
ramanaiya of Bangalore, and listening to his poems. It-is a
great consolation to find among us such writers of Sanskrit,
His poems bear true mark of the true poet and bear testimony
to his wonderful command d¥er the language and its nideties.
I hope he will find a publisher for his works. Works like his
desetve to live. It wouldbe a pity if they are lost for want of
publicity.
28th. August 1933- GANGANATHA JHA,

A letter from Haradatta Sarma Esq., M.A., Ph. D., Profes-
sor of Sanskrit, S. D. College, Cawnpore: —

I heye had the great honour of reading with you your
compositions in Sanskrit. Your drama * Kamalavijaya” is
not only replete with the technique of drama, but isfull of
poetic excellence and charm. Your command over the language,
grammar and metrics is wonderful. It would be a great loss
to Sanskrit literagure if your work remains unpyblished lor
lack of funds, It is only people like you who entirely
disprove the malicious slur that our own brothren cast on
Sanskrit by calling it a dead language. If new poetry and
drama like youg’s are being daily created, then who can deny
that Sanskrit is a living language? I pray to God that ways
and means be found to enable others also to taste the sweetness
of your poetry.

In the end®I tender my homage to your leamiﬁg and
remain ever,

7th, November} Yours sincerely,
1933, - H. SHARMA.



PREFACE

Like many ofher things in the wotld, Sanskrit has her
own share of likes and dislikes towards her., While there are
mary who not merely dislike, but hate her, the number of
those who adore her is a legion, Besides these two classes,
there are some who always work with zeal and contribute what
they can to the store of her riohe® she has acquired through
ages. It is to this last class that Mr. C. Venkataramaniah,
Retired Inspector of Sanskrit Schools in Mysore, Bangalore,
belongs. By publishing his Sanskrit hymns in praise of gods
first, then a treatise on Sanskrit metrics with illustrative
examples of his own composition, and lastly ‘“Kamalavijaya”,
a Sanskrit drama in five Acts, adapted from Tennyson’s “The
Cup”, he has made himself widely known to the world of
Sanskrit scholars in India. His latest work entitled *‘Kavya-
samudaya” or “Collection of Sanskrit Poetical Works”, now
presented to the public, bids fair to establish his reputation
as a distinguished Sanskrit scholar and poet. The present
volume contains four different works entitled 1,“Harischandra”
2 “Nabhanedishtha” 3. “Visvamitra”, 4 “Uma’s Mirror.”
The story of Harischandra is as follows:—

In ripe old age the king got a son name ] Rohita as a gift
from Varuna on the condition that the child should be sacrificed
to the God after its birth., The king postpones the sacrifice
till the son becomes a warrior and his son runs to the forest
with his bow. Living there for six years he returns bringing
Sunassepa whom he purchased from a starving Brahman called
Ajigarta. At Rohita’s request the King offers Sunassepa to
Varuna as a substitute for his son. Varuna accepts him.
‘When about to be gacrificed, Sunassepa, however, prays to
gods and especiallyfto Varuna for release and is let off from.
the sacrificial postfby Varuna pleased with his prayer.
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The story of Nabhznedishtha is found in the Aitareya
Brihmana and’is narrated by Sayana in his introducjion to
his commentary on R. V. X 61:— Learning: jthat Manu, his
father, distributed his property among his other sons,.deptiving
himself, the youngest, he goes to Manu and asks him why he
has déprived him of his share. Manu tells him that the
Angirasa sage is holding a sacrificial session for gaing to
heaven, that on the sixth day he becomes confounded in getting
through the sacrifice, and that he may help him to complete
the sacrifice, and after sending him to heaven, take hold of the
thousand cows as a presentation to him as the chief priest.
While going there, Rudra stops him, and claiming the cows
for himself, sends him back to his father to ascertain the
justness of Rudra’s claim, Manu, however, tells him that
Rudra is.quite justified in claiming the cows for himself.
Nabhanedishtha returns and tells Rudra as his father has told
him. Pleased with his truthfulness Rudra hands oves the
cows to him and goes on his way.

The story of Visvamitga is very well-known. He is a
king and fights with Brahman Vasishtha for ,the latters
heavenly cow which is said to yield whatever the owner
desires. Having been defeated, he realises that the power of
Brahman is superior to that of Kshatriya. After performing
severe penance for thousands of years, he attains to Brahman-
hood acceptable to Vasishtha himself.

“The subject-matter of Uma’s Mirror is that Uma, the
consort of Siva, searches for a mirror that can reveal or show
to her, her own self in its true colours. Failing to find' it she
falls asleep and finds herself, that is, the happy Self in deep
slumber. The word “Uma" contains threemetters “U, M, & A"
representing .dream, . deep sleep, and waking state. In the
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waking state man sees the world with his eyes, in- dream he
sees a mental image of worldly things, and in"deep slumber
he merges himself in his own Self, that is, he sees his own
Self, as set forth in the Mandakya Upanishad. Mr. V. Krishna-
swami Iyer, B. 4. retired High School Head-master
Bangalore, composed a lyric in English setting forth
the above Vedantic thought and Mr. Venkataramaniah' hag-
versified it in Sanskrit, and added it to his Collection of
Poetical Works.

A word on the Lunisolar phenomena on which the above
three Vedic myths are based may not be out of place. here.
The ‘story of Sunassepa signifies a total lunar eclipse called
Rohita or Pinga that occurs in each cycle of a thousand days
(Tait, Ar. 1. 2). InR. V.1, 24, 12-13. Sunassepa prays to
Varuna :—

“The same is the night, the same is the day, whep, T, the
same Sunassepa, bound for the fourth time to the sacrificial
post,as thrice before, pray that king Varuna*may release. me.”
The matter is fully explained both by myself and Mr. M.
Raja Rao. M. A,, in the Poona Orientalist for April and
July 1941,

The story of Nabhanedishtha is based upon the occulta-
tion of Jupiter by the moon in the constellation of P.
Phalguni and his Asta or disappearance in Uttara Phalguni,
caused by the sun, and his reappearance in Hasta after the
sun’s departure to Libra. The reader may consult my
article in Raman’s Astrological Magazine for December
1941, and January, 1942. Nabhanedishtha.is the sun and
Rudrg-is the moon.

The story of Visvamitra is based upon the different
and distinct functigins of the planets like those of Brahman,
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Kshatriya, Vaisya, Sudra, Rathakara or Vena and Nishada
castes prevalant in India. The tropical sun is 'the’lord of
seasons and as such he alone is Brahman, the creator,
learned in the Vedas, all knowledge. Thet moon who on
account of his waning and waxing appears to receive wounds
in war 1s a Kshatriya king. He cannot be Brahman or
creator, unless he ties himself to the'sun by lunisolar cyclic
tie arrived at after mature consideration for years together.
Vasishtha is the sun and Visvamitra is the moon and their
fight is the disagreement between the solar and lunar years
having influence on regeneration of the universe. Likewise
does Jupiter follow the sun and mas become Brahman.
Venus is Vena, a Rathakara or chariot-maker clinging to the
front of the sun’s chariot. Mercury runs round the sun like
a messenger, doing nothing else, living an obscure like a
Sudra. These two are the Asvins and follow or precede
the sun’schariot given to them by the Ribhus, as set forth
in all the hymns on the Ribhus. Varuna is Saturn. He is
a Nishada, an idle planet sitting in the same place long, as
if absorbed in penance. He grows nothing and has nothing
to eat. He has to hunt birds and beasts like a hunter and
feed on dead bodies. He is Yama. His rings are-his Pasas

or ropes. (See Mahabharata 111.58,-8-11; King Sveta in
Ramayana Uttarakanda Sargas 77-78).

Agni who 1s regarded as the sun at night in the Vedas
is Mars. His revolution round his orbit takes 686 days,
which make up two nodal or eclipse years of 343 days each.
Hence Mars or Agni is regarded as eclipse-fire. He is also
a Brahman like the sun. The seven Maruts driving the
seven planets an their paths are Vis or traders.. The
classification of the seven planets into, *‘ Pancha Janas’ or
five castes according to their natural fujctions under the
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names, Anu, Pyru, Druhyu, Yadu, and Turvasu, is frequently
met wifh 1n the Vedas. Sayana frequently explains the
term, ‘‘Pancha Janas” as the four Varnas or castes with
Nishada, ,or hunting tribe, as the fifth caste. Thus the
classification of men in the world into'five classes or castes
according to their natural functions seems to be an imita-
tion of the functional classification of the seven planets
into five groups. Hence it is no"wdnder that caste-distinc-
tion mn India came to be regarded as divine. Such seems
to be the origin of Vedic myths. Though there may be
difference in opinion on fhis subject, it cannot however be
denied that an accurate knowledge of the social and reli-
gious history of the Hindus depends upon the correct
elucidation of Vedic myths. Hence the importance of this
Kavya on Vedic myths.

The style of the author is simple and lucid. The
dictiom. is sweet and dignified and free fr¢em such fancies
and conceits as are found in the works of latest Sanskrit
poets. What is more attractive is the author’s own glos-
sary on almost all difficult terms and phrases, and rare
usages of words. Regarding the appreciatfon of his work
by scholars, the author may rest content with saying in the
words of Poet Bhavabhuti that the world is full of scholars
who share the views of the author and appreciate his work.

Mysore.
27-8-1942. R. Shama Sastry.
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