


PREFACE

Mayamata ascribed to the Mun: Maya s 1a impotant
and comprehensive treatise on architecture It 1< cop oasly
quoted as authority by subsequent writers on architecture and
appears to be the oldest among the extant treatises on the
subject An old Tamil translation of this work 1s also
our possession which we hope to publish ere Jong as a second
part of this volume  This edition contains 34 chapters, but
from the list of contents given in the first chapter, 1t 1s
certain that the work must have at least fom more chapters
at the end A manusaipt of two chapters among them
has however been acquired by us, but as 1t 1s found hope

lessly wrong, these chapters are not allowed to go into this
edition,

The following manuseripts were consulted for pre
parmg this edition —

1 Belonging to the Palace Libraiy contaming a
Tamil translation It 1s m Malavalem chirac
ters on palm leaves  There are thuty fow
chapters i this manuseript but five chapters
from 28th are wanting n 1t

2 Obtamed fiom Mr Kesavar Kishnon of Nja
rakkal It1s m Malay iam chaicters on palm-
leaves and runs up to theend of the 13th
chapter

3 Lentby late Mr T A Gopwatha Roaw 4,
Superintendent of Archeology, Travancore Tt
runs up to a portion of 26th chapter and its
variants are shown in the Appendixs

4 A transeript of five chapters from 28th, from 2 ma
nuscript belonging to the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Libiavy, Madrag, obtamed with
the kind help of the Curato:

Trivandrum, N R
17th June 1919 T GANAPATI SASIRI
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