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PREFACE. &

| EW languages possess a literature equal in wealth and
variety to that of Sanskrit, the so-called “language
of the gods.” In Sanskritliterature, which compre-
hends almost every branch of knowledge, poetry, as is to
be expected from the genius of a cultured Oriental people,
occupies a very prominent position, both by its quantity and
by its quality. In poetry, epic composition, or, as it is called,
the mahdkavya, holds the foremost place of honour. To
leave behind him a composition of this clags was the glory
and ambition of the greatest bard of India. Yet the number
of mahdkavyas is far from being large. Unusually bold
and interesting, therefore, must be the attempt of a stranger
to match those great masters, including Kalid4sa himself,
in their own favourite art. Such an attempt has, however,
been made, and that with no little success, as the following
pages will show, by no less a personage than a sovereign of
our own Island. R
In presenting to the public King Kuméradasa’s celebrated
poem, or rather a reconstruction of it, the “Janakiharanpa,”
we may, perhaps, be excused for making a few introductory
observations, which, apart from their bearing on the work
itgelf, will, we venture to hope, throw some light on
more than one obscure point in the history of Sanskrit
- literature.
King Kuméradisa, otherwise known as Kumaradhitu-
séna, the author of the *Janakiharana,” ascended the throne
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of Ceylon about the year 517 of the Christian era. The
account of his reign, given in the “Mahivapsa,” is
'exceediiigly brief, so much so that it is supposed that a
‘chapter-revording the-eventsof hiff'rule has been lost. The
“ Méhévagsa ” disposes. him off in a few verses, beginning
with “Tassachchaye Kuméradidhatusén6ti vissuté ahd tassa
suto rajd dévardpé mahibalé,” in which are mentioned the
prominent works of this “powerful monarch, known ag
‘Kuméradhatuséna, whose form was like unto that of the gods,”
and his death in the ninth year of hisreign. Inthese verses
there is nothing to show that the king was a great poet, or
that the “Janakiharana” was compoged by him. Butthere is
unimpeachable evidence from other sources clearly establish-
ing both these points. In the well-known work of the
President of the Maytrapada Parivéna, the “Pdjavali,” there
occurs a passage which runs thus :—“The prince Mugalan
(Moggallana), the son of Désenkeli (Dhdtuséna), escaped to
India, through fear of the king of Sigiri (Késyapa), but
returning with an army he destroyed the parricide Kasub
(Kasyapa) and reigned eighteen years. Hisson Kuméradésa,
who was a profound scholar, reigned nine years, and died by
throwing himpself into the funeral pile of his friend
K4liddsa.” The following lines from the “ Per¥akumbigirita
fully corroborate the above statement, and further record
the very high merits of the king as a poet :—

Ejara Kiviyara pinin J4nakiharana¢ mahakavbendi.
Kumaradas rada Kélidas nam kivindu hata siya divipidi.

[The King Kuméraddsa, who with immortal poetic felicity composed

the Jinakiharana and other Mahdkévyas, sacrificed his life for the
great poet Kéliddsa.]

Thus there can be no doubt that Moggallana’s son, who
saéceeded him, was known both as Kumigradisa and
Kumaradhbtusena. In the face of such historical evidence
as the above, the contention of some writers of the present
day, who attempt to make two separate individuals, a king
and a poet, out of this oné monarch, and even go so far as
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to deny the existence of a king of the name of Kuméaradisa,
cannot have any claims for serious consideration.

According to the “Mahdvansa™ and the “Kévyasékhara,”
Kuméradasa was a scion of the Maurya dynasty established
in Ceylon by the princessent by the Emperor Asdka to attend
on the branch of the sacred Bo-tree.

Nothing positive can be known about the education of our
poet-king. It mayhowever be fairly assumed that he must
have prosecuted his studies in the school of the Brahman®*
pandits, who then resided in the Island, holding such
-honourable offices as royal tutors and chaplains of the palace,
and rewarded with princely bounty, Wijaya's grandsen,
Pandukdbhaya, fourth in the line of Lanké’s sovereigns, was
the pupil of a learned and wealthy Brahman, Pandula by
name, who not only educated the young prince, but also
supplied him with the “sinews of war ” with which he won
the sceptre for himgelf.

History bears evidence to the high degree of the know-
ledge of the Védas and other Sanskrit studies which prevailed
inthose olden times in our Island. Butwhen Buddhism was
introduced in the reign of Pandukdbhaya's grandson,
Dévanampiyatissa (236 A.B.), the Sinhalese took themselves
more to the study of the new religion than to that of the
Védas. Sanskrit, however, was not on that account
neglected. On the contrary, it became the invariable -
custom of the Siphalese students to learn grammar, logic,
and other allied subjects in Sanskrit, the knowledge of
which rendered the acquisition of Pili and the doctrines
of Buddhism eagier. Hence there flourished in Ceylon
at different times many a native scholar who possessed
a complete mastery over the various systems taught by
Pipini (Katyayana, Patafijali), Chandra, &c., and still
older grammarians, as A'pisaliya and Sikatdyana. Several
Sa.n&zrit works have been composed by these, such as

* As Kuméraddsa’s father is said to have resided in India for eighteen
years, some suppose the young prince received his education there.
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the *Chandra Pafichiks” of Ratnasrijfidndchérya,* the
« Bilavahédhana” (Chandra Vritt]) of Mahs Kasyapastha-
- vira, and “Daivajia Kamadhénu” of Anavamadarsi Sangha
Rija. So far we have spoken of the luminaries of the
church; nor were the laity 2 whit backward in learning,
for we are told that such lay scholars as Sdurapéda, Dhar-
makirtipida, &c., composed various Buddhistic works in
Sangkrit. The works and fame of such scholars, Maudgal-
yéyana Mahasthavira of Anuradhapura, Sariputra Mahdstha-
vira of Polonnaruwa, and in later times XKing Pandita
Parakrama Bahu, the Sangha Réjas (Primates) Wanaratna,
Sri Dharmakirti, Sri Réhula, « the supreme master of six
launguages,” and a host of others, bear ample testimony to the
eminent proficiency attained to in Sanskrit studies by the
Buddhist scholars of Ceylon. It is indeed well said} that
the study of other systems, both religious and profane, leads
not only to a facility of grasping the doctrines of Buddhism,
but also toa firm and well-established faith therein.

% Though many important poetical works appear to have
been composed by the old pandits of Ceylon, yet only a few
of them have survived the ravages of time. Of these few we
may mention as specimens such small poems as Ndmashta
Sataka and Buddha Gadga, in Sanskrit; Sasadd, Kusadsd,

* Ip is from a Sanskrit inseription at Buddha-gaya that we know this
sehinolar to he of Siyhalese origin. Dr. R4jéndra Lilmitra gives a fac-
siraile of the inscription in his well-known work the ¢ Buddhagays.,” In
hi~ trazeliroavion one passage reads “ Sivhala dvipa janmani Pandita
Ratna Srfjana Bhikshupé.” Here “Srijana”isa clerical error, for the
facsimile obviously gives * Srijfisna.” It must be to this same scholar
Sri Réhula Sthavira alludes to under the names of Ratnamatipéda,”
* Ratna Srf Jidnichirya.” &e. In the latter part of his life he appears
to have proceeded to India and lived under the patronage of the son of a
Buddhist king, Kirti Réja.

+ Ydsam nasaiichitd pafifia néka satthantaréchité.
Samméhabbhéhativété niva bujjhanti kifychipi.
TaikavySkarazaicha dhamma vinayam sutvd siyd pafifiava.
Tiénarim suchisirabhia vachand vifindyaté kévalam.
Hétunchapi phaléna ténacha phalam sampassaménétatd,
Bédhim saddaha teva tassa mahats, véyhmaté sambbavam.,
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Muvadevdd, and Kédvyagékhara, in Sighalese ; Parami Sataka,
Samanta Kdta Vaypnand, and D4thd Vansa, in P4li. But
besides the “Jdnakiharana,” we have not heard of any other
Sanskrit mahdkavya extant composed by a native scholar.

Although the fame of Kumadraddsa and the * Jdnakiharana »
geems to have been widespread for a good length of time
both here and in the neighbouring continent, yet modern
scholars outside Ceylon know but little about the royal
bard and his great poem. Professor Peterson has, however,
published in the Journal of the Bombay Royal Asiatic
Society the following four verses, quoted as Kumdraddsa’s
in the % Auchitydlafikdra,” ¢ Sdrngadhara-paddhati,” and
“ Subhashityvali” :—

1. Ayi vijahthi dridhopa gihanam
Tyaja nava sanga ma—bhiru vallabham
Arupa karédgama ésha vartaté
Vara tanu sampravadanti kukkutdh.

2. Pasyanhato manmatha béna pitaih
Sakto vidhdtum nanimilya chakshuh
Urt vidh4tréhi Kritau Kathamt4
Vity4sa tasydm sumatérvitarkah.

3. S'isira 'fkara vihini méruté
Charati vristi bhayddiva satvarah
Manasijah pravivésa viydgini
Hridaya méhita séka hutésanam.

4. Bhrintvi vivasvinatha dakshindgsd
Miélambya sarvatra karaprasri
Ritviktaté nihsva ivapratasthé
Viéstpa labdhyau dhanadasya vésan.

The first verse does not appear in the present work. We
have not seen in the Sinhalese sanna books a paraphrase
corresponding to it. The second is the 29th verse of the
first canto ; the third the 63rd of the eleventh canto; and
‘the fourth the 3rd of the second canto. Here, too, it will be
noticed that the second and fourth verses are not free from
error, and differ from our version.



(x)

The first verse “ Ayivijahihi,” &ec., is quoted asan example
in the “Auchityslakdra” by Kshéméndra,a Cashmere poet of
the eleventh century. The fourth line of this verse occurs in
« Mahgbhéshya” and in the “Unédi Sutras,” annotated by
Ujjvaladatta. In the animated controversy that was carried
on between Professor Peterson and Professor Bhandarkar
regarding the date of “ Patafijali,” the former adduces among
other arguments the above fact, and insists on agsigning the
grammarian to a later date than that of Kumiéradisa. We
have already stated that this verse isnot found in the Sighalese
sanna (paraphrase). It might perhaps belong to a lost poem
of Kumaradasa if no reasons to the contrary were forthcoming.
TUjjvaladatta, who,elsewhere quoting Kumdradisa, names the
poem, here simply states “ Sambuddhi hrasvatve varatanu
Sompravadanti Kukkutsh iti vrittih.” Further, Gangddasa’s
“(Chandé mafijari” attributes this verss to Bharavi. When
these facts are considered there is scarcely any room to
doubt that Kshéméndra’s statement is erroneous.

The gecond and third verses are said to be given in the
“Shrngadharapaddhati” and the fourth in the “Sudhéashi-
tivali” TUjjvaladatta, exemplifying Sakatiyana Sitra
“kridhd madidibhyah kit,” in the “ Upddi Sdtras,” quotes the
first line of the 71st verse of the 11th canto as “ Mahishadhd
saritas saritastata ite Jdnakiharané yamakam.” In the old
Siphalese paraphrage of Kéddrabhatta’s “ Vritta-ratndkara
the first two lines of the second verse of the first canto are
quoted as an example.

According to Professor Peterson the following verse,
attributed to Rdjasékhara, occurs in Jalhana's ¢ Stukti-muktd-
vali ’t—

Jénakiharanam kartura Raghuvansé sthité sati
Kavih kuméradésascha Révanascha yadikshamah.

From this epigrammatic verse, which has a two-fold
meaning, we learn that the “ Jinakiharana” was composed
afte~ the “Raghuvansa,” and that it was considered not
inferior to Kélidasa's celebrated epic.
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Though the foregoing statements show conclusively that the
¢¢ Janakiharana ” commanded a very wide popularity among
the scholars of old, both here and in India, the original stanzas
of the poem seem unfortunately to be entirely lost. In the
gearch for ancient manuscripts undertaken on behalf of the
Government Oriental Library, only the Siphalese sanna
book was found. Nor is there any sign of the existence
of the original poem in India.

The reader will now, perhaps, have an idea of the present
work, which ig areconstruction ofthe poem fromthe materials
supplied by the Siphalese sanna (paraphrase). But before
we enter on this part of the subject, an episode, interesting
in a more than ordinary degree, no less for the light
it throws on the life of King Kuméiradisa than for the
thick veil of mystery that enshrouds it, demands our
attention. In the preceding pages allusions were made to a
friendship that existed between Kuméradisa and a poet,
Kaliddsa, and to the tragical death of the king. It is im-
possible to give within the compass of ashort Preface this
sad and touching story in full ; but at least a bare outline of
it is desirable for the sake of such readersas are unacquainted
with the traditional lore of the Island. The story in brief
is thig :—

The king was in the habit of frequenting the house of a
woman to whom he was attached. On one of these visits he
wrote on the wall the two lines—

% Padméda padmanodbhitam
Sriyaté na cha drisyaté,”

[Xt is heard but not seen that another (new lotus) flower is produced
from a lotus],

and under them a notice of reward for the person who
would complete the verse. Kdlid4ga, then on a visit to the
great royal bard, whose poem he had seen in India, took
lodgings that evening, as ehance would have it, in tuw same
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house, and happening to see the lines on the wall, completed
the verse by adding

« BAl¢! tava mukhdmbhojat
Tvannétréndivaradvayam.”

[O young woman ! from the lotus of thy face have sprung up the
two blue lilies of thine eyes.]

The woman, to whom perhaps the poet meant the lines
a8 a compliment, influenced by the hope of obtaining the
promised reward, murdered Kélidésa that night and hid his
body. When the king visited her the following morning, she
demanded the reward as the author of the couplet. But
Kuméradisa, detecting in them the genius of the true poet,
would not believe her, but insisted on her disclosing the real
suthor. On being threatened, the murderess confessed
her erime. When the corpse of Kdliddsa was brought out,
the sorrow and consternation of the king knew no bounds.
He ordered a grand funeral in honour of the renowned poet.
When the pile was lighted, the generous-hearted monarch,
overwhelmed with gorrow, sprang into the fire and was soon
consumed by the flames together with his brother bard.
Five queens of the king instantly followed his example.
According to the Siphalese custom seven monuments were
erected and seven bé-trees planted on the spot of the crema-
tion. This sad event appears to have happened at Matara,
where the king is said to have resided at the time. Within
the town there is a place by the name of Hatbédiwatta (the
garden of seven bé-trees), which tradition points out ag the
scene of this tragedy.*

How far this story is credible it is for the reader to judge.
It is our opinion that it cannot be altogether fictitious.
Leaving the reader to draw his own conclusions, we

* It may be interesting to know that a similar story is current in
Mysore, with Bhoja substituted for Knméradfsa, Kalidésais murdered by
8 courtezan under the same circumstances ; but Bhoja, unlike Kuméradssa,
does not think it necessary to sacrifice his life for the poet.
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hall only show that a K4alidasa lived at the time of Kumé-
addsa. Itis very difficultto say with certainty which poet—
or there were doubtless more than onet bearing that name—
hould be taken here. The opinions of scholars who have
yritten on the date and life of K4alidasa are conflicting in the
righest degree, and the multiplicity of Vikramadityas and
3héjas—names inseparably associated with that of Kalidasa—
18 tended to confound the confusion.

Some scholars stick to the opinion that the great Kalidasa,
‘the Shakespeare of the East,” flourished at the court of
Vikramaditya, who ruled over Ujjayéni in Avanti about1,946
years ago. Inthe ¢ Vichaspatya,” the well-knownLexicon of
Professor Sri Tarinatha Tarkavachaspati, a few verses are
juoted from the “ Jyotirvidabharana,” according to which, after
somposing Raghuvansa, Kumara Sambhava, and other poems,
Kalidasa wrote this astronomical work in the Kaliyuga year
3068, i.e., 1,922 years ago. Such a positive statement should
ander ordinary circumstances be taken as finally solving the
Juestion, but that the book itself supplies facts fatal to its
redibility. Mr. Bhan Daji has brought them out in an
slaborate paper on “The Sangkrit Poet Kalidasa,” contributed
to the Journal of the Bombay Royal Asiatic Society, where he
shows that the method given in the “ Jyotirvidabharana ” for
finding out the Ayanansa by subtracting 445 from the saka
year and dividing the remainder by 60, is conclusive evidence
against the above theory. Whether Mr, Bhan Daji has suc-
ceeded in hisg primary object of proving the identity of
Kalidésa with Mdtrigupta, who ruled over Caghmere, is open
to question; but he has forcibly shown that neither the
Vikraméditya, at whose court the “nine gems” flourished,
nor Kalidaga lived before the sixth centﬁry.

The “Setuprabandha,” according to R4émaddsa, the commen-
tator, was composed by Kdliddsa at the request of a king

., TK4liddsa Ganaka, author of Satru Pardbhava Jagannstha Misra, “the
modern K4lidésa,” author of Bhémini Vilisa.
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Vikram4ditya, and—as we learn from other sources—for g
king Pravaraséna. This Pravaragéna is held to be the Cagh-
mere king, contemporary of Vikramaditya (Sri Harsha), and
also in his old age of Hioreen Thsang, the Chinese pilgrim.
Hence, Professor Weber places him between 500 and 600 A.¢,,
thns making him at one period a contemporary of
Kumiraddsa. From these facts we gather that Kdliddsa, who
flourished at the court of the above-mentioned Vikramdditya,
and was the author of the “ Setuprabandha,” must be the poet
figuring in the history of Kum4raddsa.

Baut, curious to say, a Bhoja Réja, too, appears to have been
contemporary with Kumdraddsa. In the “ History of Bud-
dhism ” in Ceylon composed by Dharmakirti MahdsthaviraII.
the fact is clearly stated. And it is only too well-known that
a K4liddsa graced the court of a Bhoja Rédja. The “Mégha-
ddta ” and “Sabdértharatna ? appear to have been composed
by this poet. In the latter work the chapters end in some
guch form as “ Iti Sri K4liddsa virachité ndndrtha sabdaratna
.................. nibandhanam samdptam.” And in “Tarald,”
Nichula’s commentary on this work, the chapters are wound
np with “Iti Sriman Mahdrdja Bhéja Rdja Prabédhita
Nichula kaviyégind nirmitdydm Mahd Kavi Kélidésa krita
néndrtha sabdaratna dipikdysim Taraldkhydydm.....ccceeeennns
nibandhanam.” From this fact we infer Bhoja Réja and
Nichula to be contemporaries. The thirteenth verse of the
“Méghadita” and Mallindtha's comments on it place Kalid4sa
and Nichula in the position of friends. This establishes that
Bhoja Réja and Kélid4se, the author of the “Méghaddta,”
were contemporaries.

A few words on the present work, and we shall have done.
The Author undertook the reconstruction of the poem at the
instance of his revered tutor R. DHARMALOKA MAHASTHA-
VIRA, the late lamented Principal of the Vidydlankara College,
who was of opinion that the work would be as useful to the
students of Sanskrit literature as the “Raghuvansa® and
other great poems of India. About the same time he received
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" a letter from the leading Kandyan Chief, GIRAGAMA DIYA-
WADANA NILAME, the Ratémahatmay4 of Yatinuwara, urging
on him the completion of this work, which in his view
would not only be of use to the Sanskrit student, but also
gerve as a worthy memorial of learning once flourishing in

' the Island. In response to them he has attempted to restore
the verses and revise the Siphalese paraphrase, which are

. presented to the public in this volume.

In the sanna books that have been consulted, the story
appears to be incomplete—a gap occurring between the 22nd
verse of the 15th canto and the final stanza of the poem.
But our object was only to restore the poem so far as the
paraphrage went. In places where the material supplied
by the -sanna was insufficient to complete the verse, the
Author has taken the liberty to add such letters and words as
are justified by the context, but all such additions are
invariably placed within parentheses.

The Author’s thanks as well as those of the public are due
to C. H. DE S0YzA, Esq., Justice of the Peace, who, on
being informed of the history, scope, and utility of the poem,
with his usual patriotic desire for the spread of learning,
and with characteristic liberality, gladly undertook the whole
cost of the present publication. The Awuthor’s thanks are
also due to Professor PETERSON, Messrs. SASHAGIRI SASTRI,
BHAN DHAJI, and other scholars, whose writings he has
'quoted in the above pages.

f The Author has very great pleasure to record here that in
the prosecution of his work he had the benefit of consulting
~gome scarce and valuable books deposited in the Buddhist
Library of the Wanavéaga Vihara and the Government Oriental
Library, Colombeo.

Lastly, the Author is indebted to his pupil, Mr. D, B. JAYA-
TILAKA, B.A., Head Master of the Buddhist High School,

Kandy, for writing this Preface.
K. D.
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