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Dedication

This 3rd revised edition of ‘‘Stotras”

is dedicated to the revered memory of

Sri. P. R. Krishnaswamy

who was the very life and soul of the

Sabha from its inception and
who was snatched away suddenly
from our midst on

July 2nd, 1872
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FOREWORD

Al gz FREATERFER |
Jareararaadt & it agr gl o

The Stotras of the great Acharya, Vedanta Desika (1268 to
1369 A. D.), containing as they do the quintessence of the
Visishtadwaita philosophy and the Vaishnavite religion, have afforded
instruction and delectation to generations of men and women of
our land. The rhythm and flow of words, the richness and flavour
of the diction, and the happy blend of sound and sense are some
of the outstanding features of the poetry of that Lion among
Poets, Kavi Kesari, Vedanta Desika. His Stotras evince in addition
a remarkable skill in presenting abstruse philosophical truths in a
simple and sweet way, and also in gently leading the reader into
the realms of mysticism. If the poetry of the Stotras captures and
arrests the mind of the reader, their meaning and significance hold
the soul spellbound and take him near to God. What the Vaishnavite
saints (Alwars) did in Tamil, Vedanta Desika has here done in
Sanskrit, - divinise man and humanise God to such an extentthat
the one (man) finds his fulfilment in the other ( God).

Sri Vedanta Desika Sampradaya Sabha, Bombay have not
come out much too soon with this second edition of the Stotras,
the first edition of which was published by them in 1952, The
2000 copies of that edition were sold out within a short period
because of the very many excellent features of the edition. It is
gratifying to note that not only have all the nice and attractive
features of the former edition been kept up in this edition, unmindful
of the increased cost, but several welcome improvements have also
been made. The desire to read and master the several stotras of
Sri Vedanta Desika is being evinced in an ever-increasing measure
not only by those acquainted with the Sanskrit language and Nagari
script but also by very many who know only the Tamil language
and script. For the sake and benefit of the latter group of persons,
the Stotras have been transliterated into Tamil and published along-
side the slokas in Sanskrit. This Edition in fact is being issued



in two sets— one set in pure Sanskrit script, and the other in
Sanskrit and Tamil script. The latter form of the book affords a
further aid by giving the gist of each stotra in a short introductory
note in tamil which is printed at the beginning of that stotra.
The very many pleasing photostat copies of several Gods and God-
desses greatly add to the value of the book.

May Sri Vedanta Desika confer his blessings on the members
of the Sri Vedanta Desika Sampradaya Sabha of Bombay, who have
by thus popularising and propagating the Sri Vaishnava Siddhanta
and Sampradaya as enshrined in his Stotras, conferred a great
benefit on humanity.

A JAr A FwEREQaEgEy |
S qﬁaﬁf/g IgIMEE wg:

goKanghee, } D. RAMASWAMY AYYANGAR
15—10—1964. (Advocate, Madras-7).



EXCERPTS FROM PREFACES
TO THE FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS

First Edition :—

By the Grace of the Divine Couple and the Acharyas, with
pleasure do we place before the public this new edition of the
Stotras of Sri Vedanta Desika. A good edition of these Stotras
has long been out of print and we feel that the present
publication will prove opportune and useful.

Sri Vedanta Desika needs no introduction from us to the
readers. He has been rightly acclaimed to be the incarnation of
Lord Sri Venkatesa by various coincidences, and graced this land
of ours for a period of 102 years about 700 years ago. The Stotras
herein published form but a small part of his vast and erudite
works and each one of them will amply testify to the great Acharya’s
literary genius, unfathomable devotion and unalloyed selflessness.

The Stotras have been arranged in the chronological order
of their composition as given in the Vaibhava Prakasika of
Sri Doddayacharya.

We wish to offer our most humble and grateful thanks to
Desika Darsana Vijayadhavaja Sri Ubha Ve. Puthankottaham
Srinivasacharya Swami, who, in spite of his indifferent health, has
guided us in preparing the orginal text. Our thanks are due also
in no less a measure to Ubha Ve. Sri Chinnamu R Srinivasa
Patracharya Swami of Kumbakonam for helping us with correction
of proofs and advising us of valuable readings.

No words can adequately express our gratitude to Sri Ubha
Ve. A. Srinivasa Raghavacharya Swami of Pudukkotai, who has very
kindly undertaken as a loving service to the Great Acharya to see
the book through the press at every stage of its publication.



Second Edition :—

We are thankful to the Lord and to our Acharya for having
been enabled by Their Grace to bring out this second edition of
the Stotras at least now. The great demand for copies from
several quarters rendered it essential that a second edition should
be brought out.

The fact that this edition has been got printed at Kanchi,
the birth place of the Acharya, gives us great satisfaction. Sri Ubha.
Ve. Brahmadesam Thooppil Narasimhacharya Swamy of Kanchi
bhas rendered invaluable help to us in seeing through the printing, both
of the Sanskrit and Tamil parts. His very informing and instructive
note in the Tamil prefacing each of the Stotras in the Sanskrit-cum
Tamil edition is sure to be of great help to the reader. We take
this opportunity to convey to him our grateful thanks for all the
help he has rendered.

The first edition was in Sanskrit script only. At the
request and suggestion of several friends, we have issued this edition
in two sets, one in pure Sanskrit, and the other in Sanskrit with
Tamil transliteration added, so that even those who do not know
the Sanskrit script may be able to. read the Stotras and incidentally
also get acquainted with Sanskrit. The number of persons acquainted
with the Nagari Script has increased enormously because of the study
of Hindi becoming more and more popular.

sfrgat Jgea:
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THIRD REVISED EDITION

An Introduction

By the benign grace of Lord Venkatanatha, we now place
before the discerning and devoted public a thoroughly revised third
edition of the Stotras of Sri Vedanta Desika, previously published
by us twice in the past. This collection of poems occupy a unique
place among Sri Desika’s innumerable works, as they beautifully
combine prayer with poetry and literary excellence with philosophical
sublimity. The devotional out pourings of the Alwars and the lyric
beauty of their songs in Tamil are wonderfully woven in these
Stotras which are capable of imparting knowledge (¥7%) and in—
fluencing Bhakti (#f%) in the minds of young and old alike and
also have the distinct advantage of easily being committed to memory
and which can be recited daily by men and women of all ages.

The first edition was printed in 1952 and the second one
published in 1964 — one in Sanskrit text only and the other in
Sanskrit with Tamil transliteration for the first time ~ proved very
popular and was sold out in a comparatively short time. Ever
since there has been a mounting demand for this edition and there-
fore we are now boldly bringing out this third revised edition.

We have retained in this edition all the good features of
the earlier editions. As far as possible, compound words have been
split and each ‘pada’ shown separately, expressly for the convenience
of those readers who may not have a good knowledge of Sanskrit.
We admit that this is against the accepted canons and beg the scholars
to pardon us for this departure. The order of the Stotras has been
retained in spite of differences of opinion among some scholars
as to when and where a particular Stotra was composed, as much
can be said and argued on both sides,

The get up of the book has been improved~thinner and
clearer types being used in printing. Both Achyuta Satakam and



Nyasa Vimsati have been printed with Tamil transliteration along
side and Sri Desika’s commentary in sanskrit on the latter printed
separately. Contents have been arranged in the alphabetical order of
the names of the Stotras for easy reference. Sri Desika’s
Divya Desa Mangalasasana slokas have also been
added in Appendix I. A short biographical sketch on the
life and works of Sri Vedanta Desika has been added also,
supplemented with a complete list of his works and a note on the
various metres used in these Stotras to arouse the interest of all
readers and to enable them to delve deep further in the study of
his other works,

Eight new photoplates have been added for the first time
in this edition (a) Sri Desika, (b) Lord Sri Hayagreeva 2, (c) Sri
Rama, (d) Sri Venugopala, (¢) Sri Perundevi Thayar, (f) Sri Rama-
nuja, (g) Sri Ranganatha, and a tri-colour block of Sri Andal and
Thiruvidanthai Sri Varaha with Bhudevi. For all these we are very
much indebted to Sri D. Aravamudan of Thiruvahindrapuram who
had spared no pains and expense in helping us in this respect.
What else can we do except to thank him profusely for this
valuable help? We have also added a new photoplate of Sri Deepa
Prakasa. We have retained the other photo plates, viz: Devanayaka,
Seetha Rama, Rajagopala, Dehaleesa, Varadaraja, Srinivasa and
Thoopul Desika. We do hope that all these definitely go to enhance

the beauty of this publication and will be welcomed by one and
all.

The Sabha is very much grateful to the large-hearted phil-
anthropist, Shriman Seth Gobindlalji Bangur, who was generous in
donating the paper required for printing the book and to all those
noble-hearted individuals and others who helped us financially to
meet the cost of publishing this work to some extent. Our grateful
thanks are also due to the Government of India Ministry of
Education, who have agreed to bear a part of the cost of printing
and publishing the Sanskrit text edition only.



Our thanks are due in no small measure to Sri P. R. Sundara
Raja Iyengar, who attended the Press daily, planned, supervised
and directed the publication at all stages including the correction
of proofs. He has also taken pains to compile the complete list
of Sri Desika’s works and also a note on the Prosody - metres
used in the Stotras, A brief note on the various research works
that have appeared so far on the life and works of Sri Desika
has also been added to kindle further the enthusiasm of readers.
The greatness of Sri Vedanta Desika must (thus) spread far and
wide -not only the whole of North India, but also the world over
wherever a Department of Sanskrit exists. It is a pity that even
now Sanskrit scholars in India and abroad have not done enough
justice to the greatness of this Kavi Kesari in their books on the
history of Sanskrit literature and no attempt has been made to
prescribe his works for study as texts in Unijwversities for Degree
course also. Our aim is to strive in this direction. If we succeed
in our attempt even in a small measure, it will encourage us to
bring out some of his other works also in a popular and
attractive edition.

SRI VEDANTHA DESIKA SAMPRADAYA SABHA. (Regd.)
Bombay 400-019. May 1973.



SRI1 VEDANTA DESIKA
a short biographical note.

I—Advent and Early Years

Sri Venkatanatha (Venkatesa) was born in 1268 A.D. on the day
specially sacred to the Lord of the Venkata Hills~-Bhadrapada Sravana
in the village of Thooppul (Sacred grass), a suburb of Kancheepuram in
Tamil Nadu. It was the year Vibhava in the 60-year cycle-heralding
as it were the advent of the unique Preceptor (Vedanthacharya-Desika)
that this child was to become for all time. The gotra of Viswamitra
(the Seer of the Gayatri Mantra) gained new lustre by being associated
with this propagator of the ancient and yet new philosophy~Sri Rama-
nuja-Desika Darsana. His parents were Anantasoori (Anantacharya)
and Totaramba,ardent Vaishnavite Brahmins, Even as a child, Venkata-
natha was blessed by the great Varadacharya (Nadathur Ammal); he
became the regular student of his maternal uncle, Atreya Ramanuja (Kid-
ambi Appullar). By the time he was about twenty years of age, he had
mastered all arts—the Vedas (with their Angas and Commentaries), the
Sastras, the Agamas, Sanskrit literature in general, including Prakrit,
and the Divya Prabandhas of the Alwars. He was specially proficient
in Kavya, Logic and Philosophy, as evidenced by the title of Kavitarkika
Simha (Kesari), conferred upon him later. His irrefutable logic
expressed in a voice ringing like a clarion (bell) from the hill-top,
earned for him the title Ghantavatara-also.

Later in life perhaps, he also gained a general mastery of Tamil
grammar and poetics (Dramida). He would seem to have been proficient
in secular arts and crafts as well (masonry, icon-making, etc.). He was
thus a great polymath-Sarva Tantra Swatantra. (Vide Sri Vedanta
Desika Mangalasasanam appearing at the end of this book).

II—Middle Years.

Apart from tradition, the authentic details of Sri Desika’s life are
very meagre. After the completion of his studies he married and after
a few years settled down in Tiru Ahindrapuram, a suburb of Cuddalore,



to lead the life of an ideal Brahmin house~holder, most simple and
austere, sustaining himself on minimum voluntary alms. Here, as in
other places where he chanced to stay, he spent his days in perform-
ing religious duties, worshipping the local temple deities, studying
scripture, imparting instruction, particularly in the philosophy of Sri
Ramanuja and writing treatises in support thereof. In fact, such an
exemplary life has now come to be known as Desika Vritti. After living
for about 15 years in Tiru Ahindrapuram, he lived for some time at
Kancheepuram, the abode of his specially Beloved Lord Varada Raja
and then set out on a pilgrimage to the shrines in the northern parts
of our land, including Tirumalai (Venkatam). He was then called to
Srirangam to defend the tenets of Sri Ramanuja against militant
Vedantic opponents. He did this so successfully that he was accepted
as Vedanthacharya. Then he spent many years at that place,
writing several treatises in order to safeguard the supreme Darsana
against all possible onslaughts for ever, When Sri Desika was
about 48 years old, an only son - Sri Varadacharya (known
later as Nainaracharya also) was born to him. When the son was
about 4 years of age, Sri Desika decided to leave Srirangam, where
many persons had become envious of his greatness and developed
ill-will. After a visit to Melkote (Thirunarayanapuram), he settled
at Satyamangalam (Mysore State border) Coimbatore Dist.

1IJ—Final Years.

Sri Desika seems to have stayed in Mysore State or near by
for three decades and more (as Sri Ramanuja did earlier). In his
absence, Srirangam was invaded by Muslim Chieftains, resulting
in the closure of the temple and the migration of the Deity
to other places. Sri Sudarsana Bhatta, who had written a unique
commentary on Ramanuja’s Sri Bhashya-Sruta Prakasika-based on
the exposition of his Preceptor, Nadathur Ammal (Varadacharya),
entrusted the work as well as his two sons, to Sri Desika, who
chanced to visit Srirangam early, before Sri Bhatta and other Vaishna-
vite teachers were murdered. (1327A.D.) By preserving and propagating
this great work, Sti Desika rendered a signal service to Sri Vaishnavism.



After a measure of peace had been re-established at Srirangam
and the Deity returned to the temple, about 1358 A. D., Sri Desika also
returned to Srirangam and lived there for a few more years. He passed
away in 1369 A. D. on the birth-day of his beloved Tirumangai
Alwar (Kartika Krittika). Sri Desika had thus lived for more
than a century, in fruitful service to the Lord and his Devotees,
remaining a simple house-holder to the last, and the embodiment of
wisdom, detachment, devotion, humility and all other noble qualities.

IV—Works.

Sri Desika is the author of over a hundred works. His Sans-
krit compositions include the long Kavya, Yadavabhyudayam, and
the short one, Hamsa Sandesa (analogous to Kalidasa’s Raghu-
vamsam and Megha Sandesa); also the 1000 stanzas in praise of
the Padukas of Sri Ranganatha-Paduka Sahasram, and the philosophic
drama-Samkalpa Suryodayam. There is also a general work on
morals-Subhashita Neevi. His several Stotras on the Deities at
Tiru Ahindrapuram, Srirangam, Kancheepuram, Tirumalai, Tirukeilur
etc. and on Sri Ramanuja, are included in this volume., One of
these — Achyuta Satakam ~is in Prakrit. These Stotras are remark-
able for their simple yet grand style and poetic excellence, apart
from their esoteric and philosophical significance.

Among his philosophical works are Sata Dooshani, Tatwa
Mukta Kalapa and Nyaya Siddbanjana (refuting other philosophical
systems and establishing Visishtadvaita).

His Commentaries include Tatva-Tika (on Sri Bhashyam) and

Tatparya Chandrika (on Gita Bhashyam), as well as the Bhashya
on Isavasyopanishad.

There are also the numerous Rahasya Granthas, written in

Mani Pravalam (a combination of Sanskrit and Tamil). The greatest
work is Rahasya Traya Saram.

There are also the Tamil Compositions, now collected as Desika
Prabandham, which, apart from the philosophic connotation, form



a distinct contribution to Tamil literature, particularly Mummani
Kovai and Navamani Malai. Being a true representative of Ubhaya
Vedantha, he made available to the non-Tamil knowing scholars,
the teachings of Nammalwar, through Sanskrit Summaries — Drami-
dopanishad Tatparya Ratnavali and Dramidopanishad Saram. He was
indeed the greatest votary of the Tamil Prabandhas. Not only did Sri
Desika preserve and fortify the tenets of Sri Ramanuja, whom he
revered beyond measure, but also he clarified and established
beyond cavil, the glorious doctrine of Surrender-Saranagati-Prapatti-
the sure refuge of all, ‘“‘unto the last™.

V—Conclusion.

No wonder that Sri Desika is venerated by the followers of
his Darsana (as well as others) as the incarnation of Sri Ramanuja
and Lord Venkatanatha as well! They may well pray daily for his
memory to be kept green for centuries and centuries ! Sri Ramayana
Parayana Slokas may be adapted aptly as follows to indicate the
glory and nature of Sri Desika:-

1. Koojantam Yathi Rajethi madhuram madhuraksharam |
Aruhya Kavita Sakham vande Venkata Kokilam. |}
2. Kavitarkika Simhasya Karunaarama charina: |
Srinvan Sourikatha nadam ko na yati parangatim |
3. Ya: piban satatam Devi * Charitamrita Sagaram |
Atrpta: tam Gurum vande Desikam Vimalasayam. ||

*Karunaarama = Garden of compassion. Devi = Daya - Paduka.)

R. Rangachari M. A.

formerly Dy Finance Secy. Govt. of Madras
& Admn. Officer N, L. C., Neyveli.

Madras, 17-10-1972.



SRI VEDANTA DESIKA’S WORKS

l. #@ Poetical Works (5)

Yadavabyudayam
Hamsa Sandesam
Paduka Sahasram
Subashita Nivi
Samasya Sahasri (lost)

2, sizgwy Drama (I)
Sankalpa Suryodayam

3. eatsmfit Devotional Poems
(28)

4. JgTR AT
Philosophical Works (13)
Mimamsa Paduka
Sesvara Mimamsa
Nyaya Siddanjanam
Nyaya Parisuddhi
Tatva Mukta Kalapam
Adikarana Saravali
Sata Dushani
Niksheparaksha
Pancaratra raksha
Saccaritra raksha
Vaditraya Kandanam
Dramidopanishat Tatparya
Ratnavali
Dramidopanishat saram

5. s gt
Commentaries (10)
Tatva Tika
Chatusloki Bashya

Stotraratna Bashya

Isavasyopanishad Bashya

Tatparya Chandrika (on Gita)

Gitarta Sangraha Raksha

Rahasya Raksha (Gadyatraya
Bashya)

Sarvarta Siddi

Adhikarana Darpanam (lost)

Nigama Parimalam (lost)

6. wgeaifa Small Treatises on
different subjects in wfrgas
style (28)

a) Amrita Ranjani
Rahasyas. - (17)
(one of this ““Sara Deepam
is lost)
b)Amritasvadini Rahasyas (11)
out of this, two Rahasyas-
‘Tatvasikhamani' & Madura
Kavi Hridayam are lost

7. Separate Treatises in
Wi style C))

Paramata Bhangam

Hastigirl Mahatmyam
Paramapada Sopanam
Rahasya Traya Saram

8. s1g¥™ On Practice (3)

Bagawat Aradana Vidi
Yagnopavita Pratishta



Haridina Tilakam

Poems in Tamil-(24)

a) Compiled from the Raha-
sya Book:—

Amritaranjani, Amritasvadini,
Adhikara Sangraham, Parama-
pada Sopanham, Hastigiri
Mahatmyam and Paramata
Bhangam

b) Separate Compositions of
Tamil Poetry :— (18)

Five out of this, Pandupa,
Kazhalpa, Ammanaipa, Oosal
pa, Yesalpa-are lost.

10.

Miscellany -~ (5)

Bhoogola Nirnayam
Silpartha Saram (lost)
Tirumudi Adaivu (lost)
Stheyavirodham (lost)
Chakara Samarthanam (lost?)

In addition, the following
works are also attributed to
him. Vaisvadeva Karika,Guru
paramparasaram, Datipan-
chakam, Yamakaratnakaram
Dasadeepaka Nighantu, Veda-
rtha Sangraha Vyakhyanam.

SONKE



BOOKS, MONOGRAPHS AND THESIS ON
SRI VEDANTA DESIKA AND HIS WORKS

It is very gratifying to note that in addition to a large
number of articles in magazines/journals/souvenirs on Sri Vedanta
Desika and his works, many new research works have seen the
light of the day. Works of Sri M. K. Tatacharya and Dr. K. C,
Varadacharya are referred to in this connection. Dr. Satyavrata
Singh, M. A., Ph. D., Sahityacharya, of Lucknow University, has
written a comprehensive thesis on ‘A study of his life, works and
philosophy” for his Doctorate, which is worthy of mention here.
“Desika Darsana’” by Dr. Anantha Rangachar of Mysore and a
“Study of Desika” by Dr. Seshadri Achar of Annamalai University
are notable contributions in this line. Dr. S. M. Srinivasachar’s
scholarly work on “Sata Dooshani” under the title ‘““Advaita vs.
Visishtadvaita” and prof, S. S. Rangachar’s work on “Tatparya
Chandrika” are good additions to this galaxy. In thes recent past,
Sri N. S. Satakopan, M. A. of the Vaishnav College, Madras. also
has written a thesis on “The literary Works of Sri Vedantha Desika-

a critical study” for his M. Litt. Degree of the Annamalai
University.

These, however, are not enough since a lot more has to be
done yet to bring out all his works to the lime light. Sri D. Rama-
swamy Iyengar, Advocate, Madras, a reputed scholar of Sri Desika’s
works, has pertinently pointed out in the concluding portion of his
recent article on “Vedanta Desika’™ (Saptagiri Vol. 3 Jan. 73. T. T. D.
Tirupati) — “In the past Vedanta Desika was regarded as a Vaish-
navite Acharya only and for that reason even his high class poetry
has not been given sufficient publicity or received sufficient attention
from lovers of literature and art the world over. Devotees of
Desika must shed the feeling that to expound the greatness of
Desika as a master of music or as a dramatist or as an exponent
of Bharata Sastra, will in no way detract from his greatness as an
Acharya or caleulate to belittle his status as a spiritual preceptor.
On the coming generation of Desika Bhaktas lies the heavy duty
o'f popularising Desika, his works and tenets in Northern India



and also beyond the seas. Failure to propagate Desika and his
numerous works has resulted in so far making him little known
beyond South India. The sooner this omission is supplied the
better for the world.”” Sri Vedanta Desika Sampradaya Sabha,
Bombay, will have the achievement of this aim in view in their
future publications.

May Lord Sri Venkatanatha and the great Acharya bestow
their blessings to strive towards this end.

P. R. Sundara Rajan.



A GREAT POET - SRI DESIKA'S VIEW.
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PREFATORY NOTES TO ‘STOTRAS'’

(The Slokas are referred to by their serial number)

I. Hayagreeva Stotra (1 to 33)

This is the earliest of the stotras of Vedanta Desika sung
as soon as he became the recipient of the Grace of Lord Haya-
greeva, the God of learning. It consists of 32 slokas (reminiscent
of the 32 Brahma Vidyas) plus one sloka added as phalasruti,
probably at a later time as it refers to the author’s title Kavitar
kika Kesari. Sloka 7 tells us how gods, goddesses and sages
reputed to be repositories of knowledge shine only because of
having obtained a bit of Hayagreeva’s power, Slokas 14 and 15
tell us that a contemplation of this lord will give us mastery over
speech. Sloka 27 is seen to be invariably uttered as a prayer by
scholars and pandits before they start discourses, and sloka 28 by
combatants in polemic debates. Sloka 32 is the dhyana sloka.

2. Garuda Panchasat (34 to 85)

This stotra couched in the grand sragdhara metre (21 syll-
ables to a quarter) is in praise of Garuda, the vehicle of Vishnu
and also the ensign on His banner. Garuda is celebrated as
Vedaatma or embodiment of the Vedas. Garuda it was that gave
upadesa of Hayagreeva mantra to Desika atop the Hill in
Tiruvahindrapuram and hence out of gratitude Desika must
have sung this hymn. Sloka 85 says that Garuda had also laid
a command on him in this bahalf. The stotra consists of 5
sections as indicated in the stotra itself. For sheer rhythm and
flow of words this stotra has no equal. Several sabda—chitras add
to its greatness. Sloka 38 reckons from 1 to infinity. Above all this
stotra is a talismanic recipe for all poisons, diseases etc. The
very first sloka enshrines the Garuda mantra.

3. Devanayaka Panchasat (86 to 138)
This is the first stotra sung by Vedanta Desika in praise

of an Archamurti (Icon in a Temple) Lord Devanatha of Tiru-
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vahindrapuram, by whose blessings and under whose fostering care
Venkatanatha emerged as an Acharya of the first magnitude,
appears to have commanded Desika to sing about Him “on the
pattern of the ancient Vedas”, His having fulfilled that command
by singing in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Tamil is mentioned at the end
of Navamanimalai, one of his Tamil poems. Devanayaka Panchasat
is the first among them,

The great love and fascination of Desika towards Devanatha
can be seen reflected in almost every sioka here. Slokas 99 to 129
indulge in a close description and intimate enjoyment of the Lord’s
Form (Body) from head to foot. At times the poet becomes
erotic and love-lorn (slokas 102 and 112). That perhaps explains
why this stotra is named Devanayaka Panchasat instead of Deva-
natha Panchasat. Desika as Naayika (lady love) can seek fulfilment
only in a Nayaka (lover). Moreover the Alwar who has sung
about this Lord has called Him Deivanayakan, Its sanskrit form
is Devanayaka. The Alwar has also referred to this Perumal as
Adiyavarkku meyyan-one who is true to His devotees. Desika
refers to the Lord by this name also often. The first and last
words of the stotra put together spell out the same name -
(Pranatasatyavaadi)-Sorq deatay

4. Achyuta satakam (139 to 239)

This is a stotra in Praakritam (a vernacular dialect derived
from Sanskrit). Ladies in ancient Sanskrit plays were invariably
made to talk only in this language. As Desika regarded himself
as a maayiks (lady love) in regard to the Lord of Tiruvahindrapuram,
he must have sung this stotra in what he himself calls “chintai~
kavar-praakritam™ (Praakritam that attracts the mind). The poet
himself has named the stotra as Achyuta Satakam. The names
Devanatha, and Dasa-sathya also occur very frequently in addition
to the name Achyuta. Being a satakam (100 slokas) several topics
of philosophy and religion are dealt with in detail. After the
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prefatory portion, the stotra can be seen to deal with the Lord’s
swarupa up to Sloka 163. As in Devanayaka Panchasat here also
the several parts (angas) of the Lord’s Tirumeni (Body) are enjoyed
in the order from head to foot (172 to 181). Slokas 182 to 203
deal elaborately with several aspects of the greatness of the Lord’s
Devotees. Slokas 210 onwards are about the poet himself, his present
afflicted state, his hopes, fears and prayers, and appeals for help
and succour. The stotra winds up with a request to the Lord to
receive him as a bridegroom receives his bride at a wedding. (238)

5. Raghuveera Gadyam (240 to 337)

Though the author has named this work as Mahaa~veera-
vaibhavam and begins it with the address ‘Mahaavira!l’, it is popu-
larly known only as Raghuveera Gadyam. A gadyam is a prose
composition which though not metrical, is yet framed with special
regard for rhythm and harmony - a sort of poetic prose. Leaving
out the single sloka at the beginning and the two slokas at the
end, this work consists of 94 (241 to 334) addresses to Lord Sri
Ramabhadra and one prostration to Him - prostration again and
again (335) The entire epic of Valmiki has been epitomised in
these 94 sentences (they are called choornikas). The outstanding
traits of Sri Rama are all touched upon. In fact, every
address makes mention of at least one characteristic trait of that
Repository of all auspicious qualities. Even as the story of the
Ramayana is being unfolded the glory of Rama-gunas is pointedly
referred to. Very fine sentiments such as Rama’s absolute inde-
pendence (Swaatantriyam) being made subservient to the saranagati
(surrender) of Sugreeva (283)-an apparent paradox - must be spe-
cially enjoyed. Choornikas 269 to 274 all deal with the destruction
of the Rakshasas, But what refreshingly different metaphors!
Viradha was slain like ‘deer by a tiger’. The Rakshasas that
worried the Rishis were hunted down like birds and beasts. The
heads of Trisiras were annihilated as darkness by the sun. The
huge reservoir of water that was Dooshana was made dry to the
great delectation of the hosts of Rishis. Khara, the chief of the
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horde became like a tree uprooted by a terrific hurricane. The
huge forest of weeds in the shape of 14,000 Rakshasas was
destroyed by that majestic Elephant (Rama) trampling on it.
And later, Kumbhakarna’s destruction is referred to as the rending
in twain of a huge mountain by a thunderbolt in the shape of
Rama’s astra (arrow) (300). Choornika 299 is made up of ten
words all beginning with the letter ‘V’

Upto 260 Balakanda-261 to 265 Ayodhyakanda-266 and 267
refer to the Vayasa (crow) episode that occurred while in Chitrakuta
but is mnarrated by Valmiki in the Sundarakanda. 268 to 281
Aranyakanda; 282 to 286 Kishkinda Kanda - 287 alone Sundara-
kanda. 288 to 319 Yuddhakanda. The rest is Uttarakanda.

Like Garuda—-Panchasat this stotra also must be read or
recited aloud to obtain the full benefit of its rich cadence and
rhythm.

6. Gopala Vimsati (338 to 358)

This is a stotra containing twenty fine and unforgettable
pen-pictures of that Darling of Humanity, Gopala, not the mature
Krishna but the Child of Gokulam with countless pranks to his
credit, and the pre-adolescent boy dallying with damsels. The
Navaneeta-natyam (dance with butter is hand) portrayed in sloka
341, the navaneeta—chaurya (theft) the mother’s ire and the child’s
fear (342), his lovely face turned aside out of fear yet with a
ravishing smile lurking on his lovely lips (344), the playing on
the flute accompanied by lovely glances shining like lotuses
floating on a river of mercy (348) the Venugopala Vision of a
split green emerald with flute on the lips and peacock-feather on
the head (349) - these and several other sweet and alluring portraits
are sure to gladden our hearts and souls for ever. Side by side,
his transcendence as a Parama Purusha (340) which still eludes
the quest of the Vedas (345), his being an unfailing upaya or
means near at hand for attaining moksha (346) his being the
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protector of all the worlds (353) and the life of his devotees
(356) - these are also finely sung about. Different Vrittams (metres)
are employed to suit the respective topic. The 20th sloka (357)
lets out the secret of this Avatara (incarnation) as enshrined in
the Charama-sloka of the Bhagavad Geeta, viz.,, that the Lord
expects man to surrender (Saranam Vraja) to Him before ever
He wipes out his sins and takes him unto Himself. Gopala begs
of the Gopis for an anjali (folding of palms together in worship).
That Anjali is the mudra (mark) indicative of surrender.

7. Dehaleesa Stuti. (359 to 386)

From Gopala to Gopanagareesa. From Vibhava (Incarnation)
to Archa (Image) - These two mark the transition from Gopala-
vimsati to Dehaleesa Stuti From Dehaleesa Stuti to Paramartha
Stuti - (slokas 359 to 535) the stotras are all in praise of
a Lord in a Divya Desa (celebrated by the Alwars).
Tirukkovalur (Tirukoilur) in the South Arcot District of Tamil
Nadu and Trivikrama, the Presiding Deity therein, are sung about
in this stotra, Dehaleesa stuti. Kovalur becomes Gopapuri or
Gopanagar in Sanskrit. The Moola Virat gives darsan as Trivikrama-
the Avatar in which He measured the earth and all space by two
feet and asked Mahabali for the third. Slokas 366 to 374 deal
with Vamanavatara - cum-Trivikramavatara. Sloka 368 among them
deserves special mention. How the Lord grew and grew is pictured
to us by reference to the starry firmament, which was at first
a canopy over His head; next moment it was a haaram (gX)
garland on His chest : than a belt round His waist ; and ultimately
an anklet round His foot.

A close study of this stotra will show that Desika was
attracted to this Lord not so much by His exploits as Vamana
and Trivikrama as by the episode of His having entered into a
narrow Dehali (corridor leading from the front door to the interior)
in which already three saints stood huddled together in pitch
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darkness. Those saints were to become the first three Alwars.
Crushing them and getting in turn crushed by them in that
Dehali, where He stayed put, as one Alwar later exclaimed, the
Lord earned from Vedanta Desika some new names which even Sage
Bhishma had not included in the Sahasranama, such as Dehaleesa,
Bhaktopamarda — saha wWwiqag &g (371, 379, 382). Slokas
364, 365, 374 and 385 contain references to the Alwars and
the Divya Prabandham sung by them which is referred to as “fresh
drawn sugar sweetening the honey of the lotus Feet of the Lord™.

8. Varadaraja Panchasat (387 to 437)

This is a stotra of 51 slokas (inclusive of the phalasruti)
sung in praise of Lord Varadaraja of Kancheepuram. As in
Dehaleesa stuti, after the first sloka, which is invocatory, every
sloka is addressed to the Lord till the penultimate sloka. The
essential doctrines of Visishtadwaita Siddhanta are very crisply
condensed into 7 slokas (395 to 40]) which enjoy Lord Varadaraja
with reference to the several characteristics of Parabrahma, the
Absolute of the Vedanta, such as Jagadvyaapaara, Sarva-sareeritvam,
Sarvasabda-vaachyatvam, sarvaphala pradatvam etc. The five forms
of the Lord, as postulated by the Agamas and enjoyed by the
Alwars, are dealt with seriatum (1) Para roopa (402 to 404) 93T &Y
(2) Vyuba =g  (405), (3) Antaryami I=@H (406 and
407), (4) Vibhava fawa Incarnation (only some) 408 to 412
and (5) Archa 3= (413 to 415). Sloka 416 contains the
Prapatti that Desika performs at the Feet of this Lord who
appears to have been His personal God. Slokas up to 427 deal
with the mentality of a prapanna in the postprapatti period. Slokas
427 and 428 refer to anishta nivritti (wiping out undesirable fruits)
and ishta—praapti (securing the desired goal), moksha. Thus far
it is the pursuit of the path prescribed by Vedanta. Slokas 429
to 435 are modelled on the enjoyment of the Alwars who craved
for fulfilment of their God-love in this very life. In sloka 429
Desika refers to four conditions which if they are fulfilled will
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render man a mukta here itself. In sloka 435 Desika swears that
if he is able to enjoy unceasingly the Beauty of Lord Varadaraja
which  is  beyond thought, s famamawmifie he will
have no desire for life in Vaikunta., That is the extent
to which Desika’s soul was ravished by Lord Varadaraja’s beauty
and the glory of His festivals.

9. Ashtabhujaashtakam (438 to 447)

This stotra and the four stotras that follow are in praise
of the Deities adorning five shrines in or about Kancheepuram.
All of them except Saranagati Deepika are very short ones. Two
of them, this and No. 11, are ashtakams (eight slokas).

The name Ashtabhujam is the samskrit for Attapuyakaram
by which name Peyalwar and Tirumangai Alwar have referred to
the Lord of this shrine. The word means one with 8 hands.
In sloka 447 Vedanta Desika attributes the doubling of the Lord’s
hands (from four to eight) to the Lord’s hurry and eagerness to
afford protection to those who have sought refuge in Him. May
that Lord be pleased to receive this stuti of eight slokas composed
by me -is the idea contained in the same sloka.

The first sloka prays for help preferred promptly as in the
case of Gajendra, I am in the same plight - nay, in a worse
one because Gajendra was assailed by one crocodile, while I am
assailed by several. The reference to the Gajendra episode here is
based on Peyalwar’s verse 99 of his Prabandham.

This stotra it is stated will be of help to those who have
performed Prapatti and become prapannas, as also to those who
desire to become prapannas. (446) The “tvara” U of the
Lord to protect those in distress i.e. the avidity and the hurry
finds mention in the first and last slokas (438 and 447)

10. Vegasetu Stotram (448 to 457)

The name Vegaa-setu meaning a dam across the river
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Vegaa (Vegavati) for the Perumal (Lord) indicates the part He

played in protecting the Aswamedhayaga performed by Brahma
to visualise the Lord, by protecting that yaga from being washed
away by the irate Saraswati who desired to wreck that yaga by
taking the form of a river in spate. This is to be found in the
Sthalapurana.

The Lord, however, attained greater fame and name by
packing up His Adisesha couch and following Tirumazhisai Alwar
at his behest and later re-spreading that Adisesha couch and
lying on it once again (now pillowing His head on the left hand
instead of on the right). For this fine gesture inconsistent with
the state of Archa, this Lord is popularly known as Yathoktakari
or, as Desika has put it, Bhagavat-bhakti-mataam yathoktakari (452)
one who acts as dictated to by His Devotees.

Slokas 449 to 451 and 454 refer to the Lord’s puranic
greatness as Vegasetu. Slokas 452 and 454 refer to both aspects.
453 and 455 deal with His subservience to His devotees.

11. Kaamaasikashtakam. (458 to 466)

This stotra is in praise of the Lord whom Tirumangai
Alwar has referred to as Velukkai-aalari, the Narasimha of Velukkai.
Peyalwar had already given that name to the kshetra. Velukkai is the
colloquial form of Velirukkai (in Tamil). Vedanta Desika literally
translates it as Kamaasika (Kama is the god of love-Cupid, his
sitting posture). The description of Lord Narasimha in slokas
459, 460, 463 and 464 and of His posture in slokas 461 and 462
is highly enjoyable.

12. Saranagati Deepika. (467 to 525)

This is a very important stotra in several respects. As its
very name indicates it is a treatise on Saranagati (surrender), to
establish the soundness and efficacy of which as an unfailing and
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immediate upaya (means) for the attainment of moksha, Vedanta
Desika is said to have come into this world. This Sampradayam
(traditional faith) in which Saranagati is held in high esieem is
referred to in the very first sloka as the “highly venerated Sam-
pradayam that emerged from the Mahaanasa  (kitchen)
of Yatiraja (Acharya Ramanuja) We are also told that this Sam-
pradayam 1is being presented here in the form of a hymn in
praise of Lord Deepaprakasa (Vilakkoli in Tamil), The name of
the Kshetra is Himavanam (Tan-kaa in Tamil) meaning a cool
grove. This is Vedanta Desika’s birthplace, the actual spot being
known as.Toopul near here. No wonder this stotram is a fine
garland of praise in respect of the Lord of his birth place in
addition to being a compendium on the theory and practice of
Saranagati.

Lakshmi is referred to in the first five slokas, the idea
being that She is part of Divinity or the Supreme Being. In
fact, sloka 469 tells us that the Lord is the Deepa (lamp) but
Lakshmi is its lustre. Lakshmi has to be resorted to first in
Saranagati (Valmiki Ramayanam Ayodhya Kandam and Ramanuja’s
Saranagati Gadyam)

That Saranagati has its roots in the Upanishads is made
known to us by sloka 475 which is almost a reproduction of the
mantra of Svetasvatara Upanishad (VI-18) ending with the words
‘Mumukshur-vai-saranam-aham-prapadye’. Slokas 476 to 506 deal
with the doctrine of Prapatthi, how it differs from Bhakti yoga,
its angas or essential prerequisites, how to observe or perform
prapatthi, what must be the conduct of a Prapanna in the post-
prapatthi period, and so on. This part of the stotra can well be
said to be a recapitulation in verse of several chapters of
Srimad Rahasyatraya sara-Vedanta Desika’s magnum opus on
Saranagati-Sastra in manipravala prose, interspersed with sanskrit
slokas and Tamil verses.

From sloka 507 to the end it is fervid devotion finding



expression in eloquent verse and elegant argumentation, and moving
appeals for help. This part must be studied and restudied by
every Prapanna.

Sloka 523 holds out a reward to the Lord Himself. If He
protects us, He will be the recipient of Lakshmi-Devi's loving
and approving Kataakshas (glances).

13. Paramarthastuti:- (526 to 535)

Lord Vijayaraghava Perumal of Tirupputkuzhi (50th mile
from Madras on the Madras-Bangalore Trunk Road) is celebrated
in this stotra of 10 slokas. This Perumal has been referred to by
Tirumangai Alwar as Poreru (Valorous in war)-Following that,
Desika addresses the Lord as Rana-pungava and Aahava-pungava.
The name of the Kshetra is Tirupputkuzhi (Sacred-bird-pit).
Jatayu Pushkarani (tank) is next east of the temple and there is
a small shrine for Jatayu on its eastern bank Slokas 526 and 532
refer to Jatayu, the Pul or bird referred to

This stotram has been sung for the daily contemplation of
Prapannas as stated in sloka 535. The paramartha or Supreme
meaning can be said to have been stated in slokas 531 and 534.

14, Sudarsanaashtakam :- (536 to 544)

This stotra of eight slokas (plus one Phalasruti) is in praise
of Sudarsana-the weapon known as Chakrayudha held by the Lord
in His right hand. Sudarsana is Hetiraja or king of weapons. His
power to protect those who seek his help, His beauty of form,
His greatness and glory on which all the Devas rely-are all sung
about in a very attractive metre (Vrittam) called dhritichchandas.
The last quarter in each sloka is the same,-like a refrain. Even
if our mind-chariot runs over uneven terrain, we will be protected

by this great wheel (Chakra) if we read and recite this stotra in
his praise. (544)



I5. Shodasaayudha stotra :- (545 to 563)

This stotra further elaborates the greatness and glory of
Sudarsana by singing about the weapons which Sudarsana wields.
The first of them is Sudarsan itself (546) and the sixteenth is
trisoolam (561). Sloka 562 invokes the protective grace of Sudarsana.
who is referred to as Shodasaayudha-one who has 16 weapons.
One peculiarity of this stotra is that all the slokas, 545 to 561,
invoke protection of Sri Sudarsana on the listener - May He
protect you or confer auspiciousness on you and so on.

It is believed that this stotram (possibly Sudarsanashtakam
too) was sung by Desika at Kancheepuram when he was told
that at Tirupputkuzhi (about 5 miles from Kancheepuram) a fever
was raging in epidemic form. His prayers made in this stotra
were answered and the place was freed from the epidemic and
people re-settled there as before. This tradition explains why
these two stotras, Sudarsanashtakam and Shodasayuda stotram,
find a place next to Paramartha Stuti, which as we saw was a
hymn in praise of the Perumal of that place.

16, Dayaa Satakam (564 to 671)

/

This Stotra is unique in several respects. In the History of
Religious Literature, Vedanta Desika is the first poet-devotee to
sing a whole hymn in praise of the Lord’s Daya. (Mercy, Grace,
Sympathy and Compassion are some of the meanings which that
term connotes). In fact, Daya has been personified as Daya Devi
and made a Consort of the Lord. The other Consorts, Lakshmi,
Bhoodevi and Neeladevi are all dear to the Lord because they are
reflections of Daya Devi. (599). Among all the auspicious attributes
(Kalyana-gunas) of the Lord, Daya is the Empress (593, 664).
But for Daya’s presence, all the other gunas will virtually be doshas
(faults) in the Lord so far as we are concerned (578), as they will
all help Him only to punish us for our sins. The Lord Himself
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dons Daya as a protecting armour against our sins which assail
Him. (591). The two chief aspects of the Lord's supreme glory,
jagat-vyaapaara and releasing souls from samsara, for which He
is praised by the Vedas, are really Daya Devi’s achievements (631).
Daya is defined as the Lord’s wish (ichcha) to protect those in
distress (634).

Slokas | to 100 are seen to consist of ten distinct topics
from the way each set of 10 slokas is couched in a different
metre (vrittam). On closer scrutiny, the ten decads (units of 10 slokas)
are seen to deal with the ten topics of the ten hundreds of Nam-
malwar’s Tiruvaimozhi as demonstrated by Desika”in his Drami-
dopanishad-saram and Ratnavali ‘“Sevaa-yogya” etc. Those very
words are used in several places in the Stotra. Thus Daya Satakam
is the essence of Bhagavad-vishayam, as Tiruvaimozhi is called.
The word Daya or one of its synonyms such as Kripa, Anukampa
or Karuna, occurs in every one of the 108 slokas except two (571
and 609).

Lord Srinivasa of the Seven Hills (Tirumalai-Tirupati)-the
God of millions of men and women of Bharat who call Him
Venkatesa, Govinda, Balaji and so on- is the Lord to whom
this Stotram is dedicated in the sense that it is His Daya thatis
eulogised here. For Himself, however, He has only one sloka in
His praise (572) and that too in terms of His Daya as an Qcean
of Mercy. Lord Srinivasa having Himself come down as Vedanta
Desika, it is in the fitness of things that He does not sing about
Himself.

Daya is placed above the Lord in several slokas 574, 576,
626 and 627. The Lord Himself is all admiration for the way
Daya functions (633, 670, 692). It is at the command of Daya
Devi that the Lord takes the several incarnations (598). The part
that Daya Devi played in the several incarnations is dealt with in
detajl in the ninth decad of the Stotra (645 to 653). Daya is but
an alter ego of Sree or Lakshmi (569 and 635).
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Daya Satakam is said to be the outcome of the Lord’s
own Sankalpa or Will. In a happy mood the Lord gave it out
through Desika, like an expert musician playing on the Veena for
his own delectation (667).

17. Vairaagya-panchakam. (672 to 677)

This cannot be reckoned as a Stotram in the same sense in
which the other works in this book are. But of course like every
work of this great Poet of God, it has a divine flavour. Total
absense of desire for worldly wealth, and all-absorbing desire for
the Lord, that is the Vairaagya, freedom from attachment, that is
held out as the ideal here. Sage Vidyaranya sent an invitation to
Desika to come to Vijayanagaram and take up an assignment
under the King. It is in answer to it that these verses were written
and sent. Desika’s contempt for Kingship (672), his contentment
(673), self-respect (674) and feeling of richness engendered by the
possession of undying wealth in the shape of the Lord (675 and
677) are amply evident from these slokas. Sloka 676 repeats the
sound ‘dhana’ eleven times. Sloka 677 says in so many words “I
have no self-acquired property nor any obstructed heritage. I have
however unobstructed heritage (Apratibandhadaaya) in the form
of Lord Varadaraja atop the Elephant-hill, Hastigiri in Kanchi,
which was acquired by my (pitaamaha) paternal grandfather (Brahma).

18. Bhagavad Dhyaana Sopaanam. (678 to 689)

This is a Stotra patterned upon a Prabandham (Alwar’s
work in Tamil). It is in praise of Lord Ranganatha of Srirangam.
Tiruppaanalwar was vouchsafed a vision of that great God, and
he has sung about what he then saw, in ten verses. Vedanta
Desika enjoys the same Tirumeni (Sacred Body) of the same
Sleeping Beauty in the same manner, i. e,, from the Feet to the
Head; but the enjoyment here is mental dhyaanam or contempl-
ation. Sopaanam means steps-the several stages from the Feet to
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the Head-slokas 679 to 686. Sloka 687 recapitulates those eight
Angas (parts of the body) and incidentally gives a new meaning
to Ashtaangayogam. Sloka 688 refers to the Utsava Murti-the
Smiling Beauty standing in front of the Moola-Viraat reclining on
the Adisesha (Serpent Couch). The last one of course is the
Phala—sruti.

In all the twelve slokas of the Stotra, there is reference to
the mind, chinta, maneeshaa and so on. Is not Dhyaanam a
mental process? That the dhyaanam (contemplation) has been
fruitful is indicated by slokas 678 and 688. What was seen in
Rangam in sloka (678) is said to reside in Desika’s heart (688).

19. Sree-~Stuti (690 to 714)

This is Vedanta Desika’s Kanaka-dhaara-stavam. Lakshmi
or Sri is reputedly the Goddess of Wealth. Sloka 705 refers to
how She can shower wealth on Her wvotaries.

That apart, the importance of this Stotra lies in the em-
phasis it lays on the concept of Divya-Dampati (Divine Couple).
Narayana and Sri together as a Dvandvam (couple) are the ult-
imate Tattva, the most potent Upaaya or means, and the Goal,
or Purushartha, to be attained. Thus Divya-Dampatee is the
Tattva; Saranya-dampatee is the Hita; and Seshi-dampatee is the
Purushartha. Sloka 698 posits this truth that not Narayana by
Himself, nor Lakshmi by Herself, is to be sought after, but the
Two of them together (Yuvaam Dampatee nah Daivatam). As many
as seven slokas out of the 25 refer to the Two of them together
(Slokas 694, 695, 696, 698, 705, 708 and 712. Where earlier Ach-
aryas who sung the praise of Lakshmi were inclined to put
Lakshmi above the Lord or the Lord above Lakshmi, Desika
studiedly maintains absolute equality among them.

Sloka 702, the central sloka in the Stotra, celebrates the
coronation of Lakshmi in the presence of the Lord. Only there
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after the Devas and their chiefs together with their wives regained
the rulership (which they had lost by curse) (703), by being the
recipients of Laksbmi’s Kataakshas (glances). All riches and wealth
will vie with one another to go and stay where Lakshmee-Kataa-
ksha goes and settles (704).

The reference to the Lord at the beginning and at the end
(690 and 713) as Madhuvijayi, a term by which Desika indicates
Lord Srinivasa in the Hamsa-Sandesa, and the name Sarasija-
nilayaa for Lakshmi are pointers to Padmavati Thayar of Tiruch-
anur (Tirupati) being praised in, and by this Stotra. The opening
words ‘Maanaateeta’ meaning ‘““‘exceeding bounds” will befit only
Padmavati Thayar, who alone goes out in procession outside the
temple precincts. This stotra, it is said here (714), has emerged
out of Guru Bhakti. Without that the supremacy of Sri Tattva
cannot be visualised.

20. Bhoo-~Stuti (715 to 747)

After Sri-stuti comes Bhoo-stuti, a hymn in praise of Mother
Earth, who is also a Consort of the Lord, and has a Vedic sooktam
(Bhoo-sookta) in her praise, even as Sri has Sri-sooktam. This
stotra consists of 33 slokas the last of which (747) incorporates
the words of the Sruti, ‘‘Asya-eesaanaa jagato Vishnu-patnee”,
though in a different order, (Vide also 697 of Sree-stuti). Bhoomi-devi
is pictured to us as the Consort of Varaha, very fondly embraced
by Him while rescuing Her from the bottom of the sea. Sloka 732
celebrates the coronation (Abhisheka) of Bhoo-devi perched on
the shoulder of Lord Varaha, from where She is said to rule over
the world. In places, this Stotra describes the Lord’s love for
Bhoo-devi as greater than that for Sri Devi. If He gave Sri a
place on His chest, He sports with Bhoo-devi by placing Her on
His head (724). This stotra abounds in Slesha and Utpreksha. All
the names by which Earth is referred to are mentioned (720).
Great emphasis is of course laid on the quality of Kshama or
forbearance, which Bhoo-devi is the embodiment of. The penulti-
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mate sloka (746) is a fine pen-picture of Bhoo-devi reclining on
the left arm of the Lord Who holds Her soft feet in the palm
of His right hand. May that Bhoo-devi always confer auspicious-
ness on me is the prayer contained therein.

2l. Goda-Stuti (748 to 776)

Goda or Aandal, the foster-daughter of Vishnuchitta (Perdi-
alwar) of Srivilliputtur in Ramanathapuram District of Tamil Nad,
has a place among the twelve Alwars who have sung the 4000
Divya-prabandham and is also a Consort of the Lord. She is
described as an avatar (incarnation) of Bhoomi-devi and is often
addressed as such in this Stotra. Yet she has had this separate
Stotra sung in her praise because unlike Bhoomi-devi, who was
the Consort of Varaha (a Vibhava-avatara), Goda is the Consort
of Lord Ranganatha, Who is an Archavatara. Goda is famous
for the garland of praise (Paa-maalai) and also for her garland
of flowers (Poo-maalai) which she offered to the Lord after first
wearing the same herself. Sloka 752 says that the Lord relents
towards us, sinners, only at the behest of Goda-devi who has bound
Him down by her garlands of flowers and pleasant praises sweet
like the sound of the Veena.

Slokas 753 to 756 deal with Goda’s works, (paa-maalai).
755 points out how the other Alwars, who were all males, converted
their Bhakti into Sringara (Eroticism) and copied her ways of
giving expression to the same, From 760 onwards Goda's Svaya-
mvara is sung about. The garland worn by her first and then
offered to the Lord figures in slokas 757 and 761 to 768. Incident-
ally, all the paraphernalia of a wedding such as music (763),
umbrella (761), tea-party (763), exchange of garlands (768),
Maangalyam (769) and even pleasant banter (760) are brought to
our minds. Sloka 769 is a fine pen-picture in colour depicting the
Lord in the company of Sri and Goda as possessing the attractive

multi-colour of the peacock’s neck and as conferring auspiciousness
on their devotees.



Devout Srivaishnavas enjoy Goda-stuti a sloka daily along
with Tiruppavai a paasuram daily during the sacred month of
Margali (Dhanus) December-January every year.

22, Dasavatara Stotram (777 to 789)

The *‘Birthless Being” (Paramatma) is born in this world
again and again. Only, those births are all ‘Divyam’ (Divine) as
said in the Bhagavad Gita. The Lord is born out of His own
sweet will and pleasure (not by compelling Karma as in our case).
Avatars are sport or Leela to Him; to us they are His acts of
Grace or Daya to redeem us. The Avatars are many, but ten out
of them have been marked out as Dasavatara, and enjoyed speci-
ally by the Alwars and Acharyas. This Stotram is about those
ten Avataras, and hence the name Dasavatara.

The opening Sloka (777) refers to all the world being a
stage-not in the Shakespearean sense of a stage in which mortal
man is the actor as several parts, but in a quite different sense,
viz. that the Lord doms several parts and acts thereon in the
company of His Consort, Lakshmi, who dons the appropriate
female part on each occasion. The first word is ‘Devah’ and
refers to the Sporting Lord, and the last word is Naayika, referr-
ing to the Consort donning ‘anugunaan bhaavaan’ appropriate
lady-part. The prayer is made that the Two of them may confer
all auspiciousness on us.

The next ten slokas deal with the ten avatars in order
Each is a pen-picture of one situation in the particular avatara,
The sea suddenly becomes full of lotuses, when the Lord as
Matsya (Fish) casts His eyes everywhere in its waters while sear-
ching for the Vedas. As Koorma, (Tortoise) the Lord bears the
Mandara mountain on His back and at the same time enjoys a
dolotsavam (swinging festival) along with Lakshmi, as Their Pary-
anka (couch) is moved this side and that by the surging and
retreating waves of the ocean. And so on.



Sloka 788 gives a list of the foregoing ten Avataras with
a crisp one-word adjective for each Avatara which correctly indi-
cates the chief point of that Avatara. The last sloka (phala-sruti)
refers to this stotram as ‘Jaganmangalam® (welfare of all the
worlds) a rare herb obtainable from the ocean and capable of
bestowing learning, devotion, health and fame on those who evince
a desire to recite it.

1 have heard it said that great Acharyas have prescribed
a paaraayanam of this Stotram as a panacea for ills attributable
to evil-aspecting of stars and planets.

23. Yatiraja Saptati (790 to 863)

Several true devotees of the Lord with a high degree of
Acharya-Bhakti, have given expression to the sentiment that in the
several works that go to make up the 4000 Divya-prabandham
there is none to equal Ramanuja Nootrandadi sung in praise of
Ramanuja, the great Srivaishnava Acharya. In the same manner
one can assert that out of the Stotras of Vedanta Desika, Yatiraja
Saptati, the Stotra in praise of the same great Acharya, stands
unrivalled. This is not saying anything derogatory to the other
Stotras, nahi nindaa-nyaya. Yati-raja Saptati breathes Desika’s Bhakti,
often an infatuation, towards Ramanuja whom he takes a pleasure
in referring to as Yatiraja~King among Sanyasins. According to
Desika, sexual thoughts may beset Brahma, Siva and even Narayana,
but never a votary of Yateesvara (834). Lord Varadaraja, the
black cloud perched on the Elephant Hill (Kari-saila) is able to
shower more than the desired benefits on His devotees only because
of His having drunk deep from the Ocean of Nectar that is
Yatiraja’s Daya (851). Yatiraja is an incarnation of the Lord‘
Five Weapons (801), and/or of Vishvaksena, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Lord’s Army in Vaikunta (821), and/or of the Lord Him-
self (852). Curiously neither Amudanar in his Ramanuja Nootrandadi,
nor Desika in Yatiraja Saptati refers to Ramanuja being Sesha-
vatara (incarnation of Adisesha) as popularly believed by all.
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One may read and re-read Yatiraja Saptati any number of
times : he will not be able to makc up hismind whether Desika’s fasci-
nation is for Yatiraja, the Person, or for his works, or for the
Siddhanta evolved and postulated in those works. That Vedanta
Desika was first drawn towards Yatiraja because of his works is
seen from the first sloka in his praise in this work (799). Desika’s
eulogy of the works in sloka 822 can be taken as typical of his
great esteem and admiration. The reason is that only Ramanuja’s
works truly reflect (as in a mirror), Lakshmi-kaanta (Consort of
Sri) as He really is, whereas in other systems He is seen distorted,
if He is seen at all. Sloka 805 also postulates that the Tattva
known as Hari can be seen whole and entire (akshatam) only in
Yatiraja’s Siddhanta. A study of Ramanuja’s works under a proper
Acharya will preserve our purity and prevent us from straying in
to faulty systems of thought (815).

All the greatness and glory that Desika achieved in his life
are attributed to his association with the system promulgated by
Yatiraja (862) and to the blessings showered on him by great
Acharyas immersed in Yatiraja’s yasas (renown) (860).

24. Nyaasa Tilakam (864 to 895)

This and the following two Stotras deal with Nyaasa or
Saranagati and are supplementary and complementary to Saranagati
Deepika ante. Nyaasa Tilakam, the name given by the author to
it shows-the importance that he himself attached to this work.
(Tilakam-prominent jewel or other article beautifying a person.)
It consists of 32 slokas couched in various metres from Anushtup
with eight syllables in a quarter to Sragdhara [twenty-one to a
quarter].

The Deity in whose praise this Stotra has been sung is
Lord Ranganatha of Srirangam at whose Feet Acharya Ramanuja
performed Prapatti in Saranagati Gadyam. Slokas 866 and 867
refer to Sree-prapatti which comes first, Sloka 885 makes pointed



reference to the special assurances given by Lord Ranganatha to
Ramanuja about the certainty of protection to Saranagatas. For
these and other reasons this Stotra has been taken to be an
elucidation of that Gadya in addition to its being an embellish-
ment thereof in Padya [Poetry].

Several doubts that are likely to assail us about the efficacy
and potency of Prapatti are mentioned, and at once dispelled by
cogent and irrefutable data. Sloka 882 deals with the obstacles to
Mahavisvasa and how to remove them. In 877 a very intricate
problem is very successfully tackled, viz hopes of a glorious life
in future held out to one wallowing in misery here. Slokas 883
and 884 stress the value of the blessing of an Acharya as the
only panacea for wavering minds, and how an Acharya can
procure to us benefits beyond us.

Towards the end, this Stotra contains more than the usual
measure of personal touches and introspective exclaims. The poet
addresses his fickle and vacillating mind in sloka 887 and in sloka
889 informs his speech, body and mind that Venkatesa Kavi is
now a Prapanna at the lovely feet of Lord Ranganatha and asks
them not to play their old pranks with him any longer. The
Stotra winds up with a prayer to be made the recipient of the
highly coveted title of “Servant of the Lord and His Sri.”

The importance of Nyaasa Tilakam can also be gathered
from another fact. This is the only Stotra for which Swamy
Desika’s son and disciple, Kumara Varadacharya, has furnished a
commentary in Sanskrit,

25. Nyaasa Vimsati (896 to 917)

This Stotra of 22 Slokas all in Sragdhara metre, stresses
several aspects of Nyaasa or Prapatti not covered by Saranagati
Deepika and Nyaasa Tilaka. To start with, the qualifications an
Acharya should possess are set out in 896, such a one should be
worshipped as if he were God Himself; [897] then the traits the



Sishya must possess are mentioned in 898. The unflinching and
unshakable faith in the efficacy of Prapatti which is a vital part
in the pursuit of that path is stressed in 902. Slokas 910 and 911 refute
some wrong meanings attributed to certain words in the Charama-
sloka. Siddhopaya and Saadhyopaya are clearly defined in 912.
The Stotra concludes with expressing a feeling of a sense of
security wnd fearlessness after a proper performance of Prapatti.

Lord Varadaraja of Kancheepuram is the Deity to whom
this Stotra and the next are dedicated.

25. a) Nyaasa Vimsati - Vyaakhyaa.

“At the desire of good and godly men” Swamy Desika
has himself written a commentary on Nyaasa Vimsati by way of
‘dingmaatra’, indicating the way or method. That commentary
which is in Sanskrit Prose is given separately at pages 201 to
208. Tattva-Muktaakalaapa is the only other work of Desika in
Sanskrit for which he himself has furnished a commentary. That
is for Tattva, this is for Upaaya.

26. Nyaasa Dasakam (918 to 927)

The anushtaana or observance of Prapatti may be sakrit-once
only. But a reading or recitation of this Stotram will help
a Prapanna to remind himself of what has been done and what
he has got to do for the rest of his life. Every devout Vaishnava
recites this Stotra at the beginning of Tiruvaaradhana (daily wor-
ship) of the Lord. The Stotra deals with the Atma-nikshepa
(Saranagati), with its Angas, and prays for flawless service to the
Lord in the post-prapatti period. It is a complete code in itself-
a very short and sweet one. Sloka 919 refers to all the Angas-
one word for each. Prapatti is performed by us only by His Grace
and only for His benefit, not ours; this is pointed out in slokas
920 and 927. The Stotra winds up with referring to the sense of
relief obtained after casting off all burden. The last sloka (917)
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of Nyaasa Vimsati is invariably recited along with Nyaasa-Dasakam
at its conclusion.

27. Garuda Dandakam (928 to 934)

A form of versification in which more syllables than 26 to
a quarter (paada) are found is known as Dandakam in Sanskrit
Prosody. This Garuda Dandakam has 108 syllables in each quarter
(Vide sloka 933). The four sections numbered here as 929 to 932
are really four quarters of one sloka.

This work is in praise of Garuda (like Garuda Panchasat).
Sloka 932 enshrines Garuda-mantra. It is said that a Snake-charmer
challenged Desika to defy a deadly serpent which he sent towards
that Acharya, and on singing this Dandakam, Garuda appeared
and carried away that snake.

The last sloka, however, says that this Dandakam about
Garuda was sung by the all-knowing Venkatesa for the delectation
of Garuda-dhvaja, Lord Vishnu.

28. Abheeti Sthava (935 to 963)

This Stotram has a historical background. The great centre
of Srivaishnavism-Srirangam had fallen into the hands of the
Muslim invaders led by Malik Kaffer in the 14th Century A. D.
Before that the shrine of Lord Ranganatha had been closed after
secretly sealing the sanctum Sanctorum; and the Utsava-moorti removed
to places of safety by the pious people of the place. Several great
Acharyas lost their lives, and several others, Vedanta Desika among
them, ran away from the place in fear and panic. Desika stayed
at Satyamangalam near Kollegal now in Mysore State. It is from
there he sang this Stotra in praise of Lord Ranganatha, praying
to Him to banish their fear and return to His abode. Sloka 954
voices the prayer to banish fear in Srirangam and restore it to
its former glory, and sloka 956 prays to the Lord to wield His
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weapons and remove their fear caused by the Muslims and the
Yavanas (other foreigners). The Stotra refers to the Lord's five
weapons (Panchayudhas), which He always holds in His hands for
our protection, in four places 945, 955, 956 and 957. Fear and/or
freedom from fear figure in nearly half the total number of slokas
of this Stotram. Sloka 953 refers by name to eight staunch devotees
of the Lord who obtained complete freedom from fear by taking
refuge at the Lord's feet and prays for a similar benefit and
blessing for all of us. A paaraayanam of this Stotram has been
prescribed by elders for securing freedom from fear of any sort.

29 Desika Mangalam:

Pages 219 to 222 in the book contain benediction and
eulogium regarding Vedanta Desika, the author of the foregoing
28 Stotras. The thirteen slokas found in pages 219 and 220 are
known as Vedanta Desika-Mangalam (or Mangalaasaasanam), meaning
wishes for a superior’s welfare uttered by an inferior. Kumara
Varadacharya-son and disciple of Desika-is the author of this
Mangalam. This work shows to us not only the devotional fervour
of the disciple towards the Acharya, but the contemporary recogni-
tion that the Acharya had earned in his lifetime, the titles conferred
on him and the esteem in which he was held. Sloka 4 tells us
how Desika was looked upon as a divine incarpation by his
contemporaries.

Pages 221 and 222 contain six selected slokas from Saptati-
Ratna-Maalika, a hymn in praise of Desika by a disciple’s disciple,
Pravtiadi Bhayankaram Annan, by name.

The second sloka on page 222 is by a poet called Dindima
Kavi. Himself a great poet, he paid this tribute to the Lion among
poets-Kavi-Kesari Desika.



Appendix 1.

The book concludes with five slokas printed at pages 223
and 224. The four slokas in page 223 pray for the safety and
well-being of the four important Kshetras, Srirangam, Tiruvengadam,
Kancheepuram and Tirunarayanapuram respectively, by the grace
of the respective Deities presiding therein. These are Muktaka
slokas (detached verses) sung by Vedanta Desika on different
occasions and find a place in his Minor Rahasyas.

The fifth sloka (top of page 224) voices a fervent prayer to
his own God, Varada (Varadaraja of Kancheepuram) to preserve
His Puja at the various Kshetras free from hostile impacts, and
safe, sure and secure for all time.

Vaktaa, Srotaa, Vachana-vishayah, preeyataam Venkatesah.

D. Ramaswamy Ayyangar,
Advocate-Madras (August-1973,)
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PROSODY

Metres used in the Stotras

An adept in the art of poetry, Sri Vedanta Desika success-
fully used a variety of metres reflecting the sense and mood in
each of the 28 pieces of poems published in this book. He has
used no less than 22 different metres in this work, listed below
for the information of discerning ‘Rasikas’.

Metre Slokas.

Vasantha Tilaka 266 as in Devanayaka
Panchasat 87 to 136

Arya 116 » Entire Achyuta Satakam.

Sragdhara 82 » Garuda Panchasat, Nyasa Vim-
sati.

Anushtup 64 » Nyasa Dasakam, Shodasaa-
yudha Stotram, etc.

Mandakranta 61 ,» Bhagawad Dhyana Sopanam,
Sri Stuti 690 to 713

Pritthvi 50 ,, Whole of Abhithistavam.

Upajati 37 » SL 5to 31 of Hayagreeva Stot-

ram, 1 to 8 of Ashtabhuja
Ashtakam etc.

Oupa Chchandasikam 35 ,» Daya Satakam Sl 21 to 30,
Paramartha Stuti 2 to 10,
Gopala Vimsati 6 to 13 etc.

Sardula Vikriditam 35 ,» [Entire Dasavathara Stotram, Sri
Yathiraja Sapthathi 61 to 68
etc.

Malini 34 ,,» Daya Satakam 31 to 40, Sri-

Yathiraja Sapthathi 28 to 31 etc.
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Sikharini

Harini

Nathkutakam or

28

17

Nardataka or Kokikala 14

Dhrithi
Manjubhashini
Pushpithagra

Vaithaleeyam
Vamsasttham

Drutha Vilambitham
Dandakam
Ratthoddhatha

Salini

Yugma Vipula
Anushtup
Arya

8
5
2

ook paed ek ek fmed  ped el

AL G

as in Dayasatakam 61

\
Y
’

(€

3

.

SN

to 70, Sri
Yathiraja Sapthathi 49 to 60 etc.

Daya Satakam 71 to 80, Sri
Yathiraja Sapthathi 43t048 etc.

Daya Satakam 51 to 60 -etc.
Sudarsana Ashtakam 1 to 8.
Sri Yathiraja Sapthathi 17 to 21.

Sri Yathiraja Sapthathi 73.
Varadaraja Panchasat 46.

Gopala Vimsathi 14 & 15,

Vajragya Panchakam 3; Sri
Yathiraja Sapthathi 16.

Sri Yathiraja Sapthathi 74
Garuda Dandakam.
Gopala Vimsathi 21.
Hayagreeva Stotram 4.

Raghuvira Gadyam
240, 336, 337.
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