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B L0 tollow, but, strictly enforced it,
-work, copying patch andall. Tt
&"‘ diﬁjﬁf intelligent eritical editing. In
7 R anskrit worksit would be absurd to
follow such a rule, except in exceptional cases.
I think tho proper rule to follow is what lias beou laid down
by Dr. Max Miiller - to give every reading that admits of o
meaning, and every blunder in orthography, etymology, or
srutax, which is constant, or generally prevailing ; but to take
nonote of what are mere accidental lapses.  There are mang
obvious blunders and lwcun in Mss. which bear no relation to
their anthors, and for critical purposes are of no value whatso-
evor. The manuer in which due (1iscl‘i1x\iu:m§j35;\is made betw
what are ohvious blunders, and what are do.astrul and nnquerti)r
able variations, marks the distinetion between the eritieal and the
uneritical editor. This iy but o trite axiom to notice, lzut $0me
differences of opinion having arisen in connection with the
works published in the ‘Bibliotheca Indica,” it is necessary to
explain the principles whicl have heen foliowed by me and soy:
of those who have worked under my advice and gnidance.
Variations in Mss. may be classed under six heads |
Sentences 3 2, Phrases ; 3, Words; 4, Spelling 5, Grar
eal concordance; 6, Metro.
(1) A sentenco may oceudy one plac
another in a different one, or be present in o
others.  In cither case, T think, it is imperat
“to record the fact in a footnote.  Should the
an apparently very correet and old M, a
should supply the sentence, the fact is still «
portance to be recorded ; but it the absence th
modern and obviously corvupt text, it would, in my
a waste of time to take note of it.  For my part |
matically overlooked it.
(2, 3) Differgnees in phrgses and words should o



VI

ted, except when undoubtedly corrupt and unmeaning, and
occurins in one or two out of several Mss, Iu India, with the
aid of Pandits who are expoerts in the branch of literature to
which the works belong, it is not dillicult, in preparing copy for
the press, to correet such corruptions, and to restore the texts,
ard, as long as we have the advantage of Pandits who are
aurivalled i their knowledge of the works to which they have
levoted their lives, it would he a sin and a shame to overlook
Jiem. No Buropean scholar in India has done so. In Europe,
whoro they are not to he had the case may he didorent, and, in
conscientious editing, footnotes may e needed. When a coreapt
form oceurs in all the Mss. and o restoration is needed, the
< shiould ahways > reeorded.

(4) In spelling it is not unfrequently seen that peenlindities
wre as wniform and vgrular as varintions inwords) plirises, and
sentencos, while in other caws they ae quite aceidontal
Tn euch enses the forms whicloare constant or < cnerally prevadi-
ng in the texts before an cditor, are those whicl shoulid always

adopted, and mere blunders ertiiely overlooked. For instance,

hand’s poew the well known word Anangapila oceurs
todly, spelled ssaw®. I in one place the dot on the top in-
v then L absent, Tthink it would n T the wevest pedan:
oo vhsum" eases even pessisient fornis osenting
el as the Vedas, may he salely eorrected
oand T eannobitustrats tiis beter han by
letters w5, @ winehy in Mss. copied i
ave frequentlv misplaced, and which Profossor®
of, thought, it worth hiz wlile fo notice.
ads grammatical coucordance, Professor May
ot hesitated to change simple forms, such as wgta mlo
s the context vequired the change, T lully subscribo
; but in the use of the tenses and other more com-
tions the safest plan appears to be to adlere to

wely as pessiblos
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(6) Errors in metre, when accidental, or the rosults of had
copying, arve easily corrected. Ancient authors, however,
were, in anushtup partieularly, careless, and their crrors
cannot be corrected without tampering with the original.  In
all sacred works they have been respected by medieval Indian
scholars, and acconnted for as peculiarities of hely sagoes,
arsha. Modern editors can do no better.

In editing Sanskvit works for the' ‘Bibliotheea Tndica’ 1
have borne these rules cavcfully in mind. T have had the beni-
fif# too, of tho advice and co operation of some of the ablest
Pandits of myv countiy in settling many doubtful questions
and thereby obviating the necessity of crowding the pages of
my works with long arrays of different  veadings, such as M
common in Iuropean publications. The limited number ok
codices available for collation has also, insome eases, veduced the
number of various readings. My texts, on the whole, aust ho
taken =3 celeetie, and thenotes to be eritical so far as the most
prominent peculiarities of my Mss. ave concerned, Bditors,
disposed to be hypereritical, may rvecord in footnotes all the
errors they meet with, but there is no nv(‘,?s-;ity for such a
course whero the objectis a simple refroluction of an

eclectic test, and not a commentary.
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