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PREFACE

Under the Historical Department of the Udaipur State,
popularly known as the Tawarikh-ka-Karkhana, there 1sa
personal Library of His Highness the Maharana Sahib
Bahadur This Library contains manuscripts as well as
printed books on a great variety of subjects and is known
here by the name of the Saraswati Bhandar Library The
Catalogue 1n hand 1s a catalogue of the manuscripts belonging
to this Library

An elaborate account of the Library and its contents
will perhaps be out of place here, but mention may be made
of some more important facts which seem to be of general
interest The Laibrary, fas 1t 1s to day, was established by
Maharana Swaroop Singh sometime between 1842 and 1860
But it hasits origin 1n the Rajagranthalaya or Udaipuradhisha-
ka-granthalaya that existed during the time of Maharana Jagat
Singh I (1628-1652) and his predecessors in the 17th and
in the later half of the 16th century AD Actually, what
Maharana Swaroop Singh did, was that he remodelled it
and changed its old name, Rajagranthalaya, into Saraswat:
Bhandar by which it 1s known even to the present day
Thus, 1t 1s one of the oldest libraries, perhaps, the oldest, in
India And though most of the original contents of thé
Library were lost during the ravages carried on by Mushm
Kings 1n this part of the country there still remain a fairly
large number of very old and rare manuscripts worthy of the
age and reputation of the Library

In 1874, side by side with this Library, another library
named Sajjan-vani-vilas was founded by Maharana Sajjan
Singh In this Library, the Maharana kept a small collec-
tion of manuscripts and printed books on subjects such as
poetry, rhetoric, prosody, veterinary science etc. in which he
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was particularly interested, and those that were of general
interest were regularly added, as before, to the $araswati
Bhandar Library At the time of his death in 18843 the
Sajjan-vani-vilas Library contained about 50 manuscripts
and 500 printed books This library has also now been
amalgamated with the Saraswati Bhandar Library

The Library, being a personal property of the Maharanas,
has so far been utilised only by them either for their own or
for the State purposes and very few local or outside scholars
have been able to gain access to 1ts materials Col James
Tod was the first historian who examined this Library with
some thoroughness when he was here during the time of
Maharana Bhim Singh (1778-1828) The Maharana gave
him manuscript copies of about fifteen Sanskrit, Hind:1 and
Rajastham *works which he has frequently referred to in the
Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan besides a large mass
of invaluable historical material 1n the form of ancient coins,
copper-plate grants, geneological charts, old documents and
pictures etc After Tod's death all this priceless material
passed into the possession of the Royal Asiatic Society of
Great Britain and Ireland It now lies 1n the library of the
above Society in London Even more thoroughly than Col
Tod did Kaviraja Shyamaldasa make use of this Library when
engaged 1in writing Vir-vinod, the History of Mewar No
ether scholar of repute 1s known to have used the Library so
thoroughly as these two.

The Library has a small but a useful collection of 2953
manuscriptg of Praknt, Sansknt, Hindi, Rajasthani, Arabac,
Persian and Urdu  Many of these works are rare and of
great antiquarian value There are numerous works repre-
senting various phases of Indian cultuie, eg, Sansknt

*A hist of these works with descriptive notes has been published in
the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
(June, 1940),



3

classics and books on grammar, lexicography, astronomy,
music, medicine etc The Library 1s specially nich 1n
histoty contaiming as 1t does a large mass of histonical and
semi-historical writings, panegyrical compositions, prasasis,
bardic poems and other chronicles such as those meant by
the Rajasthani terms khyata, vata, vigata vamsaval: and
pedhus, all of which partake more or less of an historical
character The great majority ot these manuscripts 1s dated
n the seventeenth/eighteenth century and there are very many
others, undated, of an equal antigmty The oldest dated
item 1s a copy of the Chikitsa-sutra by Madhava, wntten 1n
V Samvat 1463 (1406 A D) The second oldest 1s dated in
V  Samvat 1464 (1407 A D) This 1s a manuscript
of the Kalpasthana of the Susruta A few more
manuscripts are dated in the same century and hence
are more or less 500 years old There are, moreoveg
forty such Sanskrit works in the Library the names of which
have not been found in the Catalogus Catalogorum and
other catalogues of the prominent Indian hbraries and are,
presumably, those that hase hitherto remained unknown to
the scholarly world. The number of such new Hindi works
1s 21 The following are a few of the important items—
Amara-bhushana (S ) Amara kavya (S ), Amarasara (S ),
Ekling-puja-paddhate (S ), Ekling-mahatmya (S), Ekling-
stotra (S) Khawayana-samhita by Romkacharya (S ),
Jagatsinha-kavya by Raghunatha (S ) Jayavamsa-mahes
kavya by Rama (S ), Paddhati-chandrika by Balarama
(S ), Parvasara by Mansarama (S ), Buddha-charita by
Nathmal (S ), Bhava-pradipa by Karamchandra (S ), Raja-
Pattabhisheka-paddhate by Jagannatha (S ), Sangram-
sinha-mahodaya by Bihare (S ), Mandalika-kavya by
Gangadhara (S ), Gita-govinda-diprka by Jaya smha (S ),
Jagat-sinhashtaka by Mohan Bhatia (S ), Raja-sinhashiaka
by Mukunda (S ), Nayika-varanana by Rama (S), Guna-
govinda by Kalyanadasa (H ), Raja Prakasha by Kishordasa
(H.), Kesho-sagar and Rukmini-mangala by Kesho-rara
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(H ), Yoga pavar:s by Garibagw (H ), Buddhiraso by Jallaha
(H ), Varanasi-vilasa by Devakarna (H ), Anupa-krishna-
chandrika by Devidasa (H ), Jag-vilasa and Shikar-bhava
by Nandarama (H.), Rasa-prakasha by Navnita-raya (H ),
Sudama-charitra by Balkrshna (H ), Sankata-harana by
Bhana (H ), Ashwamedha-yagya and Triya-vinod by Muri
(H ), Roshan-nataka by Shwdasa (H), Vmnod-rasa by
Sumatihansa (H )

In addition to the above, the Library has the distinction
of possessing the oldest manuscripts of three well known
Hind: works, namely, the Swur-sagar, the Bihari-satsar and
the Ragja-vilasa No other copies of these works older than
those of this Library have yet been known to exist in any of
the well-known libraries of India  Also there 1s a large
number of illustrated manuscripts worth about sixty thousand
of rupees and dating from about 1630 to 1900 Of these the
most valuable are the copies of the Mahabharata, the
Bhagavata, the Bhagavadgita, the Ramayana, the Har-
vamsa, the Kadambar:, the Malati-madhava, the Gitagovinda,
the Naishadha Kavya, the Raghu vansa, the Panchakhy-
ana, the Yogavasishiha, the Sarangadhara-paddhat, the
Prithiviraja-raso, the Bihari-satsar, the Rasikpriya (see page
252) the Sunder-sringar, the Kalpasutra, the Ragamala the
Vels-Krishna Rukmani-ri, the Kashi-khanda and the
Rrabodha-chandrodaya

The publication of an alphabetical catalogue of the
manuscripts of the Library was for a long timefeltasa
desideratum Under the orders of the Mewar Government,
I was engaged to reorganise the Library and to prepare a
complete catalogue of the manuscripts contained therein
I have, accordingly, prepared this Catalogue giving the
names of authors, the subjects and the dates of the manu
scripts, In preparing this catalogue 1 have adopted
Dr. Aufreicht’s Catalogus Calalogorum as my model and
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the names and the subjects of the Prakrt and Sanshrit
works have been given after verifying the same with
the 2bove and other Indian catalogues A nominal catalogu€
like this has 1ts obvious Iimitations and can never take the
place of a descriptive one, but I have tried my best to make
it as comprehensive and informative as possible within 18
limits  Every possible care has been taken to ensure acc¥’
racy and in this respect, I believe, the work will be found
deserving of confidence

The Library has just been thrown open for the use of
general public and for this act of liberality, the scholars, the
historians and all those who are interested in art, literatuf®
and antiquities owe an enormous debt of gratitude tO the
Mewar Government It 1s now for the scholars to examifi®
the Library and gather facts for throwing light on the P
many knotty points and obscurities in the history of Indiant
religion, art and hterature which for want of authenti©
materials have long remained either untouched or undecided
Fortunately, there 1s enough of such material in this Library
and, therefore if efforts are made in this direction by skilful
and patient investigators they will not only not go 1n vain but
will be amply rewarded And for such sort of endeavours
there can be no time, sufficiently late though 1t 1s, moré
favourable, more opportune than the present one

Lastly, I take this opportunity of recording my sincere
gratitude to all my assistants who not only worhed hard but
also 1intelligently followed the system laid down and the
instructions given

M L.MENARIA:
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