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PREFACE.

— 0

Of all the Hindu treatises on Rhetoric there is
none which can be compared for originality and
vigour with the Kdvya Prakésa. Unfortunately its
style is so terse that it is not unfrequently very
obscure, and hence it is one of those books which
lose half their value, if they are printed without a
commentary.  But in  order that a commentary
should be uscful, it must be casicr than the text
which it is to explain ;—this is by no means the
case with the one which I have seen, the Kdvya
Prakésddarsa of Mahes'wara,

My friend and teacher, Pandit Mahesa Chandra
Nydyaratna, undertook, at my request, to prepare a
commentary suitable for the students of the Sanskrit
College ; and I had’hoped to have read the sheets
with him as they were printed.  Before the work,
however, was half done, I was obliged from ill-health
to leave India ; but he has carried on the printing
during my absence ; and I feel confident that his
commentary will contain all that can be required
to understand the original text.

o Loxpoy, ‘l

Epw. B. COWELL. ~..
Che 281k Juns, 1866. )
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