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» Unquestxom\bly we derive many hints for muslcul
composition from the ‘song of earliest birds'—from the sweot
warble of their wood-notes wild, In the summer timeo, tho in-
uisitive and restless robin is carly up, to wake the morn—and
the ‘blackbird, with his chink, «hink, mounts the towering ash, to
wake the day.

The lark is in the air, and at ‘Heaven’s gate sings’ ; while
the throstle on the tree,

With warbling tune
Welcomes in sweet rosy June,

The Music of Nature (Pages 221 and 222)
By WiLLIAM GARDINER,
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The sounds which insects produce are numerous and curious.
It is, probably, not generally known, that the noises which are su
posed to proceed from their vocal organs, are actually made by rub
bing their legs together, or by the motion of their wings.

If we reflect for a moment upon that humming sound, whick
we hear from a cloud of imsects overhead, in a summer’s evening, we
cannot suppose it proceeds from the combined voices of beings,
scarcely perceptible, but that the buzz is the result of a motion, given
to the air by the dances of these diminutive creatures.

That keen observer, Mr. White of Selborne, says, ‘I have
often heard a sound like the humming of bees, though not an insect
is to be seen, You may hear it the whole common through, from the
mossy dells to my avenue gate.’

Not undelightful is the ceaseless hum,
To him who musing walks at noon,

It was on a hot summer’s day that Beethoven sat upon a stile
in the environs of Vienna, and caught from nature those imitative
sounds in the Pastoral Sinfony. How admirably do the violins, in
that extraordinary composition, represent the soft fluttering stir of
the insects—the hum in the noon-tide warmth of a summer’s day !

If we watch the house-fly, we shall soon be convinced that he
is destitute of voice, and that the noise proceeds from his wings ;
since, when at rest, he is always silent. This sound is invariably
upon the note ¥ in the first space :—

To produce this sound, the wings must make three hundred
and twenty vibrations in a second of time, or nearly twenty
thousand if he continues on the wing for one minute. Tho hum of
the honey-bee is the same ; and the large humble-bee, the contra-
basso of the tribe, performs the same note just an octave lower.

The Music of Nature
(Pages 241, 242, 243 and 244
By W. GARDINER,
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