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PREFACE.

ADANAKSHATRAMALA, otherwise known as

' NAKSHATRAVADAVALI is one of the several
% scholarly works that proceeded from the pen of
the illustrious Appaya Dikshita who flourished in
Southern India in the sixteenth century and who was
held in great reverence throughout the length and
breadth of India for his profound learning and erudite
scholarship. The esteem for his genius was such thas
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it was considered discourteous even to refer to him by
his name. The honorific appellation “ Dikshita' was.
considered quite sufficient to specify him. He was the-
author of more than one hundred works several of whick:
are masterly treatises full of origin:-al thought and close:
reasoning. His Sivarkamanidipiki—the saivavisisht-
advaitic commentary on the Srikanthabhashya of the-
Brahmasutras, his Parimala—the pure Advaitic com-
mentary on the Kalpataru of Amaldnanda which is itself
a commentary on the Bhimati which in its turn
expounds the Sankarabhdshya of the Brahma-
sutras, his Siddbhantalesasangraha wherein he explains all
the different views of the several writers on Adva,lta
on all controversial points, his Nyayarakshamani which
is a splendid exposition of the Advaitic interpretation of’
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+he Brahmasutras, his Upakramaparikrama which is
v elaborate discussion of the canons of Mimamsa as
applied to Vedanta, his Kuvalayananda, Chitl‘amimﬁbm.sa,
and Vrittivartika which deal with Alankara or rhetoric,
bis Vyakarana Vadanakshatramala treating of grammar
and his  Ptwvottaramimamsd  Vadanakshatramala
treating of both the MimAimsas, form certainly the
glorious and ever-enduring monuments of his versatile
genius. India can very well feel proud of one
who has contributed such classic works on so
many different subjects and has thereby ennobled
her already noble literature. She was perfectly justified
in counting Appaya Dikshita as one of the illustrioug
galaxy of her brilliant sons—stars of the first magnitude -
—who have made her literature what it is—the rich
heritage and the proud possession of the presnt-genera.
tion of Hindus, and the wonder and envy of the whole
eivilised world.

Appaya Dikshita’s compositions are numerous and
varied and several of these have not vet heen published
in print. Among such hitherto unpublished works we
have to reckon this Vadanakshatramala which consists
of a sfring of twenty-seven discussions on various topies
connected with either the Mimamsa or the Vedinta
Philosophy., The several discussions will be found
extremely interesting and the subjects treated of are not
touched upon in any other treatise. The Dikshita him-
self states in the opening verse of this book that the



topic sdiscoursed upon in this work in very simple stvle
are such as are not dealt with anywhere else and are
presumed in the Bhashyas to be well established.

" That Appaya Dikshita was looked upon as an
authority on both the Parva and the Uttara Mimamsa
systems is well attested to by Khandadeva, himself a
Mimamsa scholar of no mean repute, styling him as
Mimamsakimuardhanya—the foremost among  the
Mimamsa scholars. Emanating from the pen of such a.

reputed scholar this work is sure to be found very
valuable.

We had the help of several Mss. in preparing this
. work for the Press and our thanks are due to Brahmasri
Subrahmanya Sastrigal of Mannargudi and to Brahmasri
Subrahmanya Sastrigal, Professor of Veddnta at the Sans-
krit Tnstitute of Bangalore which is founded by His Holi-
ness of Sringeri Mutt, for the two well written palm leaf
Mss. of this work placed by them at our disposal. We
had access also to the Mss, at the Mysore Govern-
ment Oriental Manuseripts Library whenever a reference -
to them was found necessary. We have also to specially
thank DBrahmasrl Vaidyanatha Sastrigal, Professor of
Mimamsa at the Sanskrit Institute of Bangalore, but for
whose invaluable help in editing, we could not have
prought out this precious work. In conclusion we hope
that this is the first of the several works of this great
scholar that will be issued from this Press.

J. K. Balasubrakmanyam..
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