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NOTE

s o

This the XX VI volume of the Series is now being offered
to the public. The Dipakalika is a running commentary upon
the Smrti of Yajdavalkya in all the three Adhyayas. Tts author
Upadhyaya §ﬁlapﬁgi is one of the most important of the
authorities on the Bengal School of Hindu Law. Jimitavahana.
the Author of ’the Déyabhiga, Lakshmidhara, the Author of
Kalpataru, and Slapani, the Author of Dipakalikd are the
foremost authorities in the Bengal School of Hindu Law,
besides Raghunandana.

Like other great savants of the ancient lore, very
little is known about this great writer. All that has survived
for us 1is the great contribution to the Dharmas/astra
literature which this renowned author has made.

In choosing Dipakalikd by Salapani for incorporation
in the combined translation of selected commentaries ‘on
the Smrti of Yajiavalkya the fact that the Author occupies
a position of eminence among the Bengal wrviters has
been of great consideration; for, of the two great Smrtikiras
viz. Manu and Yajdavalkya, although Manu is more ancientand
respected, still it cannot be denied that Yajfavalkya wields
paramount authority in India, even in Bengal with its
variations from the general Mitdkshard school, and the
inclusion of this commentary enables a combined present-
ation of the views of the general Mitakshard school together
with the Benares and the Bengal schools.

A detailed account of S’ﬁlapa“u;i and his works, and a dis-
cussion about his probable date is deferred to the General
Introduction which will be issued after the completion of
the Third Book of Yajiavalkya viz.the Prayaschittadhyaya.
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In this short note, it would be sufficient to state that
corresponding to the Maylkhas and Adityas of the scions
of the Bhatta family, Sulapani has written fourteen Vivekas
viz. the Smrti, the Ekadasi, the Tithi, the Dattaka, the
Durgotsava, the Dolayatra, the Pratishth&, the Prayas’chitta,
the Résayatra, the Vratakila, the S'uddhi, the Sraddha, the
Sarkranti and the Sambandha Vivekds. Besides these, his
commentary the Dipakalikd on Yajfiavalkya and the Pratishtha
Dipakalikd are well known. He belonged to the Sahudiya
family of the Gouda Brahmanas. In his works the title of
Upédhyaya or Mah&mahopddhydya is invariably prefixed to
his name. Taking into account the internal evidence con-
sisting mainly of his references to other works, he must
bhave flourished between the latter end of the 14th century
and the beginning of the 15th century.

In preparing the copy of the present edition the
manuscript in the collection of the India Office has been
of great use. Another copy from the Mandlik Collection
of the Fergusson College Poona could also he availed of
for collation. The copy from the India Office, however,
has been taken as the basis, as it presents very few places
for variations of readings. The editor expresses his grate-
fulness for the two collections which have been useful to
him in the work of the present edition.

Neb AT, | o, 1. R. GHARPURE,
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