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PREFACE.

Thoe 24th prafna of the A’pastamba-

into three sections, one of which being known by such
names as Yajfia-Paribhishd-sftra or simply Paribhisha-
gitra, SémAnya-sitra, and Nyaya-sitra. As the terms
imply, the subject-matter of the section is made up of
some general rules of a technical character applicable
to all Vedic sacrificial rites (yajias), Srauta and Grihya,
public and domestic, great and small. Almost every Vedic
Kalpasfitra devotes a section to this subject, only the place
assigned to it being different in different sitras. In the
Sankhiyana-sitra, for instance, it is placed at the com-
mencement of the Srauta section, whereas in the A’pastam-
ba-Siitra it is placed at the close of the Sranta and
immediately before the Grihya section.

I felt a necessity for an edition of the A’pastamba-
Paribhéshi-sitra while editing Sudar§andchirya’s comment-
ary on the A’pastamba-Grihya-sitra, in which references
to this section occur every now and then.

At first, not a single copy of any commentary on the
Paribhashé-sfitra was to be found in the libraries of the
Mysore city. Further search, however, put me in possession
of complete copies of the section with two commentaries
thereon. The importance of the section with reference to the
Grihya-sitra I was editing, as well as the excellence and
rarity of the two commentaries thereon without which the
meaning of the sttras could hardly be made out, induced
me to publish it along with, or as a sequel to, the Grihya-sitra.
When about half the work had been printed I received Prof,
Max Miller’s translation of the section published in Vol.
XXX of Sacred Books of the East. In the Introduction
to the translation he casually made mention of an edition of
the Sanskrit Text with a commentary published in the
Ushd, a Sanskrit monthly edited by Satyavrata Simaframin
of Calcutta. A close examination of the translation and of



v

the Sanskrit edition only confirmed my view as to the
* importance of the subject and as to the necessity of bringing
out a carefully prepared edition with necessary marks of
punctuation—aids without which commentaries on Vedic
literature are not quite intelligible to any but a scholar
already conversant with the Vedic texts and with MimAmsic
and Ritualistic literature.

Of the two commentaries herein presented, one is that of
Kapardisvimin, to which, as the older of the two, preced-
ence is given in this edition. As regards the authorship
of the other there is a certain amount of uncertainty.
The three manuscripts I have obtained of the commentary
agree in attributing the authorship to Haradatta, whersas
the Calcutta Edition gives the same commentary as that
of Dhirtasvimin. The matter is rendered still more complex
by the fact that the commentary on the last fifteen sitras
in all my manuscripts—which do not, in other respects,
betray their common origin from any identical proximate
source—differs totally from the Calcutta Edition and agrees
very closely with the commentary given under the name
of Kapardisvimin, This is likely to create a doubt also as
to the genuineness of Kapardisvamin’s commentary as given
in my manuscript; which is, however, set at rest by the
fact that a manuscript of a commentary, called Kapardisira,
on this section closely agrees with my manuscript of
Kapardisvimin’s commentary on this as well as the previous
portion. From this, it is probable that the Calcutta Edition
gives a correct version of the other commentary on the last
fifteen sftras, and that my MSS. or their parents have
appropriated the corresponding portion from Kapardisvamin’s
tommentary. But, as regards the authorship of the comment-
ary as a whole, I am.inclined to think that the Southern
MSS. represent & correct tradition for the following reasons:~—

First: A tradition among the Srautin’s of Southern
India has it that Rudradatta and Haradatta are names of an
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identical personage who commented upon the whole Kalpa-
sitra.  The commentary on the first fifteen prasnas by
Rudradatta and the commentary upon the praénas 25—30 by
Haradatta are extant. It is, therefore, not unlikely that
Haradatta may have commented upon the Paribhéshé-sitra
also.’

Secondly : Dhirtasvimin and XapardisvAmin are said
to have commented, between them, upon the whole A’pa-
stamba-Kalpasitra. Dhurtasvimin’s commentary on the 1st
18 pradnas is extant, and there is no tradition or any other
evidence connecting Kapardisvimin in any way with 4his
portion of the commentary. From the unimpeachable
authority of such a commentator as Sudar§anichirya, from the
existence of Kirikis on Grihya ceremonies termed Kapardi-
Kirikdis, from the unanimity of several MSS. attributing
a commentary on the Paribhdshsitra to Kapardisvimin, and
from the existence of a commentary by the same author on the
Pravara-sitra—another section of the same praéna in which
the Paribhdshi-sfitra occurs—and the Pitrimedha-sfitra, it is
probable that the latter portion of the Kalpasiitra, including
the Paribhdshi-sitra is commented upon by Kapardisvamin,
not by Dhirtasvimin.

Lastly : For obvious reasons the tradition as found in the
South Indian MSS. concerning the Vedic literature of
A'pastamba’s school should have more weight than that
recorded in the North Indian MSS., other things being equal.

The earliest author who mentions Kapardisvamin
by name is Sti-Réminnjichirya who flourished in the
eleventh century. He is referred to as one of those whose
interpretation of the Vedic texts should be held as of absolute
authority by an orthodox Hindu. For a commentator
to acquire such an influence over great men like Sii-Ram4-
nujichirya, a long interval of time, extending over three or
four centuries at least, must have elapsed between them.
He may even be held to have flourished before S'ri-



-Saikardchérya, whom S'ri-RémAnujéchirya would not include
in his list of the authoritative Vedic interpreters, and
before whom may have flourished all those who bore similar
names and titles and wrote similar works to those of Kapar-
disvimin, as Sabarasvimin, the author of the bhdshya on the
Karma-Mimimsé-Satra of Jaimini, certainly did live before
the great Vedantic Teacher. As regards the age of Haradatt4-
chirya, I have, at present, nothing to add to what Dr. Biihler
has already said about it in his Preface to the 2nd Edition
of A'pastamba’s Dharmasitra, where Haradatta is placed
by,him between 1300 and 1450 A.D.
This edition is based upon the following MSS, :—

(a) Text of the section with Haradatta’s commentary.

(1) & A Nagari MS. belonging to Devaya-Dikshita,
of Yadatord in the District of Mysore. Not
very old.

@ & A fragmentary MS. written in Telugu character,
obtained in the city of Mysore.

(8) . A paper transcript in Telugu of an older copy
belonging to Mr. Kim#&84stri of Madras,

(4) 9. Satyavrata Sémaéramin’s Devandgari edition.
(b) Text of the section with Kapardisvamin’s commentary.

(5) A NigariMS. belonging to the gentleman referred
to under (1).

(6) = & A Devanégari MS. of a commentary termed
Kapardisira, which very closely agrees
with the commentary as given in (8).

(4) and (6) were received only after half the work had
been printed. All the important readings and corrections
suggested by these two are given in the accompanying list of
Yariae Lectiones and corrigenda. But the commentary on the
last fifteen sfitras as given in the Caleutta Edition has nob
been availed of in this edition as it is not found in my
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MSS., though, as I have already pointed out, it is probable
that it represents a genuine version of Haradatta’s com-
mentary on that portion of the sfitra.

I have followed Haradatta’s commentary in dividing
the section into sfitras, as it was according to it that references
were given in my edition of the Grihya-sfitra. This divisign
occassionally varies from the one adopted by Kapardisvamin;
but the differences are few and can be easily made out
from the commentaries as arranged here.

It is also to be observed that in all my manuscripts of
the two commentaries the section is divided into four sub-
sections called khandas, whereas neither in the Calcutta
Edition nor in Prof. Max Miiller’s translation the division
into khandas has been adopted. The principle on which this
division is based, in this or in other Kalpa-siitras of Vedic
literature, is yet to be discovered. The existence of such a
division in my MSS. only shows that the sfitra has been a
common subject of study among the South Indian Brdhmans.

In explaining and illustrating the sftras, both the com-
mentaries refer to Vedic passages and stitras from all é4khds.
A large majority, occurring in the Taittirfya-éikhs, have
been traced to their sourcesand corrected where the MSS.
went wrong. As regards those from other é&khés, a few of
which have not been traced to their lair, the passages and
slitras have been given as they are found in the MSS.

The nature of the work and the scantiness of the
materials rendered the task of editing rather difficult. With
the help, however, of Panditaratnam K. Ranghcharya, my
Sanskrit Assistant, I have been able to make my way through
the intricacies of the commentaries and the inaccuracies of
the MSS.

Mysozs,

A. MAHA'DEVA §'A'STRL
September 1893.
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