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AHIRBUDHNYA SAMHITA



PREFATORY-NOTE

THE Director of the Adyar Library, being a German
subject, was interned as a prisoner of war, first at
Madras and subsequently at Ahmednagar, when forme
56 of the present work had been struck off. Seeing
that by that time the general editorial methods were
sufficiently established, it was decided to proceed with
the work so as not to delay its issue beyond measure.
Owing to these circumstances the book has suffered
in a few respects: (1) the proofs of the last 220
pages as well as those of all prefatory matter and the
indexes have not been corrected by the supervisor; (2)
.a number of doubtful readings, the discussion of which
had been postponed, had to be settled by the Pandit alone;
(3) a list of the rare words occurring in the text has been
omitted ; (4) though (unknown to the undersigned) foot-
notes, except those relating to the varietas lectionis, had
been expressly excluded from the plan of the work, a Tip-
pani without a formal beginning but with a gorgeous
colophon (p. 643) has found its way into the work from
about p. 479 onwards ; and (5) the Sanskrit prefaces have
been written exclusively from the Indian and confessional
standpoint, without taking into account certain problems
which would have been discussed at least in the first
preface, had not Dr. Schrader, owing to his internment,
been placed before the alternative of either accepting or
rejecting them in toto. Pandit Ramanujacarya’s preface
is essentially an apology of the Pafcaratra from the
standpoint of the orthodox Visistadvaitin, and as such a
good piece of work. Indian readers particularly will be
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glad to see the work also prefaced by such a valued
authority on the Paficaratra as the esteemed author and
poet Kumaratatarya Kavi Bhiisana. As to the edition of
the text, Dr. Schrader desires to state that he has met the
Pandit’s wishes and habits in several unessential points
where it might have been expected that he would have
opposed them, for instance in allowing the double
Avagraha to indicate an elided 4; and he wishes to
acknowledge that the Pandit has done his work with
marked ability and unfailing zeal. An exhaustive
monograph intended to serve as an introduction to the
study of the present work has been just terminated
by Dr. Schrader and is now in the press. It will be issucd
by the Adyar Library as a separate but uniform com-
panion volume to this text-edition, under the title of [n-
troduction to the Péaiicaratra and the Alirbudhnye Samlita.

For the loan of manuscripts we beg to tender our
sincere thanks to the following Institution and Gentlemen :

H. H. the Maharaja of Travancore,

The Mysore Government Oriental Library, Mysore,
M. R. Ry. Kalale Devarajabhatta, Kalale,

M. R. Ry. Ramaswamibhatta, Melkote (2 MSS.),
M. R. Ry. Narasimhabhatta, Melkote (2 MSS.).

I must not conclude these few remarks without
gratefully mentioning the courtesy shown by the mili-
tary censor at Ahmednagar in passing, in connection
with this work, to and from Dr. Schrader, much corre-
spondence, MS. copies, and printed matter, often in
seripts and languages not to be checked quite easily.

JOHAN VAN MANEN,

ADYAR, Assistant Director,
May 1916. Adyar Library.
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