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Preface.

During my stay in Bonn (summer 1911) Professor Jacol
suggested to me, that I should undertake to collect from manu
scripts available 1n Europe and India the vaiious readings to the
text of the Uttaiadhyayanasiitia, in order to prepare a new edition
of that text on the basis of the one published by himself at Ahme
dabad (n Dosht's Seiies) The Berlin manuscripts were kindly
sent to Bonn for my use that same summer, and I went through
all the paper-MSS and a pait of the Siwsyaluti of Santesiirs  Since
then, thanks to the great obligingness of Dr ¥ W Thomas, 1
have been able, during two wvisits paid to London (autumn 1911
and summer 1913) to go through at the India Office Library the
entire collection of Uttas adhyayana MSS belonging to the Deccan
College at Poona The most mmportant manuscripts from India
and the manuscript of the Swsyahitit from Berlin have also during
the mterval been kindly forwarded to me at the instance of the
University Library of Upsala

The result of my labour with this old and interesting text
during these years — a labour that was often for long periods inte1-
rupted by various other tasks — 1s here laid before the public
The cutical treatment of a Sansktit or Prakrit text — especially
a Prakrnt one — will always be open to very giave difficulties on
account of the scarcity of really old and good manusciipts — the
younget manuscripts nearly always mechanically iepeating the
same readings and giving very little of real interest — and also
on account of the bad orthography, especially prevalent in Jain
manuscripts I have, however, been extremely lucky in getting
hold of some 1eally old and valuable manuscripts, but I am, never
theless, fully awaie that I have mpt by any means been able to attain
what has been my aim 1n preparing this edrtion {For this has been
— and must be, as far as I understand the matter — to restoie as far
as possible that text of the sutra, which was used by the commen-
tator Devendra Whereas Lows H Gray, i his Vasavadatta,
Newyork 1913, p 39, considers it ’perhaps open to objection’
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6 Charpentier, Uttaiddhyayanasiitia

that F E Huall wn his edition had tried to testore the text of
the commentator N uiina, discarding in several passages the united
authoritv ol the MSS, I for my part think this method to be the
only correct one 1n such cases Where we have a commentary
that gives in almost every passage a verbal translation of the text
into Sanskrit — as that of Devendia 1n fact does — I presume
that the only way of procedure 1s to try to render his Sanskut
into Pidknt again 1n order to control the reading of the manu
scripts  And 1if, here and there, the reading which has apparently
been that of the commentator stands agamnst even the united
authority of all the MSS, there 15, I consider, not the shightest
doubt which authority ought to be folloned The commentary is
older than all the existing MSS of the text, the commentator has
gone thoroughly thiough the text and selected — undoubtedly
with much care — the pitha that seemed to him to be the best
one, and, finally, the MSS, however old they may be, are always
liable to display incorrect orthography and other mustakes, which
may have distorted the original text
The reasons why I have selected Devendia, and not his prede
cessor Santisiti:, as my highest authouty aie 1) Devenda gives
-the commentary only to the siifra, not to the nu yukél, as Sanie-
sitre does, 2) Derendia has followed only one single pitha, while
NSantisiise has preserved a lot of various readings, which make it
often really difficult to be clear as to his own reading, 3) Devend:a’s
text was easily reconstructed with the help of the excellent old
MS mentioned below, while the old palmleaf-MS of Santisiiie
preserved at Berlin 1s in numerous passages — sometimes extending
over many leaves — quite illegible,” the scripttext being wholly
blotted out, and besides only one late MS was to be procuted of
this woitk However, I hawe diligently collected al the pathintar a’s
from Sanfisiie, but as they often embrace not only single words,
but whole’ sentences and vérses, they were scatcely siwutable to
be insested amongst the critical notes This 1s the reason why
I have thought it better to put these *various readings i the
commentary, but every verse of the text to which such a pith-
dntara exists, has been rfxarkgd by an asterisk (') at the be-
ginning
The Introduction contamns only a short survey of the Jain
canonical scriptures, of the Uttar adhyayana itself and 1ts commen-
taries, and of the manuscripts used for this editton Nothing
more seemed really to be needed there, except an exposition of
the language of our text But sucf: a grammatical survey, which
must be based on a revision of Pischel’s tieatment of the Ardha-
Magadhi and an adducing of new material, would take up too much
room and could scarcely be undertaken without reference to other
Prakrit dialects The text itself 1s printed in Devandgari, although
I should have preferred to give 1t 1n transcription, it was origi-
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