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FOREWORD

Few words are needed to send this publication out  The Trishashtis’alaka.
purushacharitam of which it forms a part 1s a well-known Jaina work and does not
stand 1n need of any introduction Hemachandra, the author of it, 1s a celebrity
with whom every student of Jaimsm i1s familiar He was a versatile gemus and
a great S'vetimbara teacher or dckarya, who wielded considerable influence in the
courts of Siddharija Jayasimha (1150-1200 V S.) and of Kumarapila (1200-1230
V.S ), the two fanlous rulers of mediaeval Gujarat Several works are attributed
to im  The Siddhahémavyakarana 1s his chief work on grammar., It was written at
the request of Siddharzja Jayasimha The respectful way in which 1t was received by
the royal patron 1s represented in one of the illustrations which I have reproduced
in my first Memorr 1n the Gaekwad's Archaeological Series, plate X  The Z7ishash.
s'alakapurushacharitam was wrnitten at the request of Kumarapala and 1s equally
important. It gives interesting accounts of the lives of the Tirthankaras and other
members of the Jaina hierarchy or pantheon Some thirty years ago it was published
at Bhavnagar but that edition has now been exhausted At the same time 1t was very
faulty, as can be seen from the list of errors given in Dr Helen M. Johnson's
translation of the first parvan which was published in the Gaekwad's Oriental
Series 1n 1931. A good edition of this important work remained a desideratum
and that 1s now bemng removed by the present publication which 1s based on
five different manuscripts of which three are very valuable in that they &re
practically free from errors One of them 1s dated in the Vikrama year 1240 and

1s written on palm.leaves. The other 1s dated in the year 1483 of the Vikrama era
and 1s wnitten on paper. The third was wrnitten in the Vikrama year 1520 and 13 also
a paper manuscript. The first and the third are from Cambay or Khambat and the
second 1s from Patan in North Gujarat. The photographs accompanymng this edition
give an 1dea of these manuscripts

This edition has been carefully and diligently prepared by Mum: Charana
vyjaya under the gmdance of the learned Jama Acharya Vijayavallabha-Siir, the
worthy successor of the late famous _jama AcharyaVijayananda-Siiry, more commonly
known by the name of Atmaramaji. Great care has been taken to make 1t usefy]
and as accurate as possible. In giving the text the learned editor has pomnted out
the variants n the form of foot-notes. He will be giving a word-index and ap

exhaustive introduction also.

The part which 1s now bemg placed before the public is only the first
parvan of the Trishashpdalakapurushacharsiam. The other parvans are expected to
come out 1n quick succession,

HIRANANDA SASTRI,

Baroda, 22nd August 1936. DiRECTOR OF ARCHAEOLOGY

Baroba STATE,
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