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PREFACE

In preparing the text of Nydyakuli$a lor the press the following
manuscripts have been collated.

1. R No 3290 Paper. Grantha

seript 12 Vadas Government Oriental Manus-
2 R No 4910. Devanagar: script. cripts Labrary, Madras. .
12 Vadas

3 36 A 4 Grantha script pp. 368  Manuscripts Lebrary, Adyar.
A 355. Telugu script. pp. 75.
8 Vadas only

5 3727 Grantha script pp. 107. Mysore Manuscripts Lubrary.
8 Vadas only

6 A palm-leaf MS i Giantha script kindly supplied to us by
Mr D. T Tatacharnar, Principal, Sri VenkateSwara Sanskrit
College, Tirupats

7. A MS. mn Telugu script obtained {from Nellore

8. A transcript made for the use of His Holiness Paramahamsa
Parivrajaka Srinivasa Maha Deéika

Suggestions for filing up the many lacunae i the text have been
made 1 square brackets, and suggestions of better readings have been
given m round brackets

His Holiness Paramahamsa Parivrajaka Rangaramanuja swami,
Tarkarnava T Viraraghavachariar, Professor of Nyaya, Sri Venkate$-
wara Sanskrit College, Tirupaty, Panditardja D. T. Tatacharar, M O.L.,
Principal, Sri Venkate$wara Sanskrit College and Mr. T. E. Viraragava-
chariar, Professor, Rajah’s College of Sanskrit and Tamil Studies, Tri-
vadi have throughout taken a very kindly interest in this work and
helped us i mamfold ways To them we express our deepest sense of
gratitude. We acknowledge also the very great debt we owe to Maha-
mahopadhyaya Professor S Kuppuswami Sastriar, M.A,, IES. (Retd),
for the facilities he gave us for consulting the manuscripts lodged i the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, for the helpful
suggestions given to us from time to time and for his kindness i writing
a Foreword to thus book. Our sincere thanks are due to Professors
M. R. Rajagopala Aiyangar, M.A , L T., and K. R. Applachariar,
M.A,L.T., for having read the Introduction and made valuable sugges-
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tions. Our grateful thanks are due also to Dr B V. Narayanaswami
Naidu, Editor of the Annamalai University Research Journal for the
helpful interest he evinced in the publication of this treatise m the
Journal

We cannot adequately thank the Rt Hon’ble V' S. Srimivasa Sastriar,
PC, CH, LLD, Vice-Chancellor of the Annamalai University, for the
kind permission he gave us for editing this work

Annamalainagar,

R. R.
November 18, 1938 K.S
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FOREWORD

By
Mahamahopadhyaya Vidyavacaspati
Pror S. Kuppuswamr SAsTRIAR, M A, LES. (RETIRED).

The Nyayakuli$e 1s a rare, authoritative and scholarly handbook of
the Vidistadvaita school of Vedanta Its author, Sri Atreya Ramanuja,
otherwise known as Vadihamsambuvdha, was the maternal uncle and
teacher of Sri Vedanta Deéika, who flourished 1n the last quarter of the
thirteenth century and the first half of the fourteenth century A D
If Bhagavad Ramanuja is the leading exponent of the Visistadvaita
doctrine and the great Bhasyakara of the Vedanta-darfana in the
Visistadvaita setting and if the credit of preparing his way belongs to
Bhagavad Yamunacirya, it may be said that, in a closely similar mamner,
Sri Vedanta Desika stands out as the greatest champion of Vi§istadvaita
polemics and $ri Deétka’s mainstay in his polemics is the unfailing
Laghtning-shaft of dialectic, which his elder contemporary and teacher,
Sri Atreya Ramanuja, has provided in the Nyayakulifa.

Any systematic study of Vedantic thought would be impossible
without a comparative study of at least the three chief schools of Vedanta
—Advaita, Visistadvaita and Dvaita The Nyadyekulide is very useful
for this purpose This treatise discusses the chief tenets of the Vifista-
dvaita school under thirteen dialectic heads, in a polemical style. The
incisive logic of the author’s criticisms, particularly where he deals with
the views of the Advaita school, is admirable and compels a very
respectful consideration

This important and valuable treatise was hitherto known only
through a few manuscripts here and there The credit of bringing out
a reliable and carefully prepared edition of this rare Viistadvaita
manual, for the first time, belongs to my learned colleagues—Pandit K.
Srinivasachariar of the Sanskrit Department and Professor R Ramanuja-
chariar of the Philosophy Department, Annamalai University; and
the world of scholars and all interested in Indian culture ought to feel
grateful to the learned editors for the substantial contribution they have
made to the study and appreciation of the Vedanta, by bringing out a
good edition of this important work, the Nydyakuliéa The lucid
summaries in English and Sanskrit, which the editors have prepared with
great care and prefixed to the text of the work, will considerably enhance
the usefulness of this publication.
Annamalainagar,

1 1938, S. KurPuswAMI SASTRI



INTRODUCTION

Nyéayakulida occupies a prominent place in the development of
Vifistadvaita philosophy after Ramanuja. Its author, Atreya Ramanuja,
was the guru and the maternal uncle of the famous Vedanta Deéika
(1268-1369) He was the fifth in the succession of illustrious Vifistadvaitic
teachers (guruparampari) commencing from Bhagavad Ramanuja,
the author of $ri Bhisya It 1s noteworthy that, in the apostolic succes-
sion, the great Ramanuja was followed by three members of the familv
to which Atreya Ramanuja belonged, namely, his great-grandfather, his
grandfather and his own father Thus Atreya Ramanuja and his lineal
ancestors enjoyed the proud privilege of bemg the accredited exponents
of Vifistadvaitic thought to the four successive generations that followed
Bhagavad Rimanuja Some of the most emment thinkers and men
of letters of later days were also scions of this 1llustrious stock. The
celebrated Gopala DeSika of Kumbakonam and the poet Venkatidhvarin
may be cited as examples Among the chief contributions of the former
to philosophic thought the most mmportant are Sarasvadini, a brilhant
commentary on Rahasya-traya-sira, a classic exposition of Visistadvaitism,
and Niksepacintamani Sri Gopala Defika had the umique distinction of
being the preceptor of three sannydsins Venkatadhvarin, the author of
the justly famous Vidvagunddaréa, so original in its conception and
execution, was a prolific writer Mimdmsd-makaranda, Vidhitroya-

paritrina, Sravandnanda, Laksmisehasra andUttara-campii are among
his compositions.

The moterials for writing Atreya Ramanuja’s biography are dis-
appointingly scanty It is, however, learnt on reliable authority that he
was born at Conjivaram in the year 1220 A D (Kali era 4322 ; month
of Citra in the year Vikrama) At the close of each chapter of Nyaya-
kuliéa he mentions himself as the son of Padmanabharya His father
must also have been known as Raiiga Ramanuja, as is evident from the
traditional account.

caitrardrasambhavam kaficyam Rangarajagurossutam |
supratisthaméamatreyam Ramanujagurum bhaje | |

His great-grandfather, Pranatartiharicirya, also called Kadambi
Acchin, was an able exponent of Viéistadvaita philosophy So great were
Pranatartiharacarya’s scholarship and his powers of argument and
exposition that he was named °‘Vedantodayana’ (the Udayana of
Vedantic thought) . He was the most trusted and loyal disciple of Sri
Ramanuja, the author of $r7 Bhdgye. Findng that his epemies were



vi NyavaRKULISA

secretly plotting to poison Ramanuja, Gosthipiirna, one of his five great

Acdryas, was casting about for a devoted and trustworthy disciple who
could be safely entrusted with the duty of protecting Ramanuja’s person,
and at last found the man he sought for in Pranatadrtihardcarya and
appointed him as the guardian of Ramanuja’s person He assigned to
him the responsible duty of preparing food for Ramanuja Hence, he
came to be known as Mahanasacarya

From his father, Atreya Ramanuja learnt the inner significance of
the mantras held sacred bv the Vawsnavites The eminent Vatsva
Varadaguru otherwise known as NadadGr Ammal, taught him the Sr?
Bhiasua and other Vedantic works Atreya Rimanuja was a bold and
orizinal thinker In recognition of his remarkable skill in dialectics, the
title ¢ Vadithamsambuvaha > was conferred upon him

Tradihion, as preserved by his descendants, speaks of him as the
atthor of three haoks Bt of these Nuyavakulée alone is now in
existence, the others having been irretrievably lost It 1s a matter for
grent reeret that even the names of these hooks have been forotten
Ir his Tatparya-Candrika the famous gloss on Ramanuia’s Gita-Bhisya
Vedanta Deéika quotes, in the course of his comments on verses 14-13
of Chapter XVIII, Acirya Vadihamsambuvaha as saying :—

Vaisamve sati karmanamavisamah kim nima kuryat krtt
kimvodarataya dadita Varado vafichanti cet durgatim |

Evidently this is a quotation from one of the missing books. Jud-
ging from this fragment, one 1s led to believe that the work from which
this has been extracted was, n all probability, a religious lyric (stotra)
in praise of the Lord.

Vadihamsdmbuvaha was fortunate in his pupil. His nephew and
disciple, Vedanta Deéika, again and agam speaks of his own extra-
ordinary good luck in having had such a preceptor and expresses his deep
sense of gratitude for what hus guru had done for him In one place
in the Rahasya-traya-sira he says that his guru trained him as the trainer
of birds would train a parrot. In another context in the same work he
owns that in his own writings he is merely giving outward expression
to what his &cirya had inscribed in his mind Even when due allowance
is made for Vedinta Deéika’s self-effacing modesty, the fact still remains
that he owes much to Atreya Ramanuja. Readers of Rahasya-traya-sdra
will remember that its author refers to the great knack that his uncle
and guru had of expressing highly abstract thoughts in an exceedingly
simple manner with the aid of homely similes that enabled the listemer
to go straight to the heart of the matter. To explain the mystic signi-
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ficance of the pranave he would ask his pupils to remember the oft-
quoted verse from the Ramdyana—

Agratah prayayau Ramassitimadhye sumadhyama |
Prsthatastu dhanuspanih Laksmanonujagéma ha ||

First went forth Rama, Siti, with her dehcate waist, in the nmuddle;
Laksmana, bow in hand, brought up the rear The three letters of the

pranava, 3, §, q, respectively stand for the Lord, His consort and the
mdividual soul.

The author of the Gitd declares that he who shrinks away from God
thinking that He, by His infinite perfections, 1s far above finite souls 1s
the worst of men (narddhama). Atreya Ramanuja was likewise con-
vinced that we should approach the Lord in the spirit of the gopis of old
who entertained no doubts about His accessibility. He used also to ex-
press his agreement with the passage i the Gitd which condemns faint-
heartedness on the part of the devotee

Nyayakulisa (the hghtning-shaft of reason) 1s written mn stiff
prose interspersed with verse It is frequently referred to, and cited as
an authority, by Vedanta Defika in his Nydya-siddhafijana, Nydya-
pariduddhs, Tattva-mukta-kaldpe and other works It consists of thirteen
vadas and establishes, for the most part, doctrines acceptable to all schools
of Vedantic thought Swddhédrtha-vyutpatti-samarthana-vaida, Svatah-
pramanye-vada, Svayamprekise-vade, I$varanuméana-bhanga-véda, De-
hatwriktatma-yathatmyae-vada, Sat-kirya-vida and Saektr-vada are m sup-
port of doctrines shared in common by all schools of Vedanta. It 1s only
1 a few chapters that he crosses swords with Advartins and Bhedabheda-
vadins m seeking to establish views peculiar to the Vifistddvartmns
Khyat-nuipana-vide and Samanddhikaranya-laksana-vada carry on the
controversy with the Advaitins and Bhedabhedavadins.

Smece his style of exposition and argument 1s extremely terse and 1s
loaded with the technical terms of Sanskrit logic, Nydyakulse may
appear obscure to readers who have not made a special study of Indian
logic. A summary 1s, therefore, given here of the main contentions of
the author, and of the arguments which he cites in thewr support.

ARGUMENT

1. Siddhirtha-vyutpatti-samarthana-vida.

From the point of view of any school of Vedanta the most important
problem is perhaps the question whether the upamsadic texts which
speak of what exists as a fact (siddhdrtha), Brahman or Atman, are
authoritative or not. If, as the Prabhakara school of Mim&msi mamtains,
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something to be done (kdrya) is the ultimate significance of every pro-
position, the Veda must have such a thing (kdrya) or an action for its
final import. The entire body of the upamsadic texts dealing with
Brahman or Atman would lose all validity, and the ground would be cut
from under the feet of the Vedantin Hence, the first chapter addresses
itself to the task of refuting the Prabhakara view.

The Prabhakaras maintain that cach word denotes not, as it 1s com-~
monly supposed, the thing standing by itself, but always the thing as
related in some manner to action And the proposition which is merely
a group of such words must, if 1t 1s to be intelligible at all, refer to some
action The aim of the proposition is not to communicate an idea, but
to convey a command or injunction directly leading to the accomplish-
ment of something Those who believe that words do also denote existent
entities must say that mn the child’s presence the father, mother, teacher
or other elderly person points with the finger to different objects in the
environment and at the same time also uiters thewr respective names ; the
observant child learns in course of time that these words of themselves
denote the several objects in the environment and that the apphcation
of such and such words to such and such things 1s based on the denotative
power of words and that the meanings of words do not include a reference
to actions. But this view, say the Prabhiakaras, 1s not tenable Of the three
factors mnvolved here— (1) the uttering of a name, (u) the action of
pomting with the finger, and (i1u) the meaning conveyed—it has to be
considered whether the sound uttered must be included, along with the
significance conveyed, in what is to be taught (bodhya) or whether it
is to be classed, along with the act of pomting, 1n that which teaehes (the
bodhaka). As it is accepted by both the parties that pointing with the
finger is the mstrument for denoting existing things, it is needless to
regard $abda also as an instrument (bodhaka) serving the self-same pur-
pose. It would appear from this that $abda does not convey any signi-
ficance. Hence, in respect of existent things (siddhdrthe), $abda 1s not
authornitative.

Again, the view that each word denotes an existing entity comes into
conflict with the doctrine which we have accepted already, namely, that
every word conveys a significance related to that of the other words in
the sentence, For example, in the proposition ¢ Lift the table’, ‘table’
does not denote the bare table as such, but the table associated with the
act of lifting, and ‘lift’ does not refer merely to lifting in general, but
to lifting as related to the table.

It is observed that a child gets to know the meanings of individual
words by comparing and contrasting commands like ‘ Fetch the cow’
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(g&m anaya), ‘fetch the horse’ (aévam &naya) and ‘tie up the cow’
(gam badhana) and so forth which elderly persons use i daily inter-
course Sinece this is the natural process of learning a language the mean-
ing of every word comes to be associated in the child’s mind with some
action or other. It follows, therefore, that every word has the power to
sigmfy an action, but never the mere capacity to sigmfy existent things

As agamst this view the author urges that it 1s not without a purpose
that when an elderly person tries to teach the young the significance of
words he both pomts to objects and utters their names It 1s only when
the object denoted by the word, rather than the utterance of the word
itself, 1s considered as the bodhya (what 1s made known), entering upon
any activity in regard to that object or reframing therefrom would be
possible Therefore, $abda cannot legitimately be treated as the bodhya ;
1t can only be regarded as the bodhaka While the act of pointing with
the finger will quite suffice for awakening a knowledge of the object, the
utterance of the word 1s not altogether superfluous It serves io fix the
matter durably in the mind ; just as the use of different synonyms helps
to din the 1dea mto the mind of the pupil

There is no truth in the charge that the belief that words denote
matters of fact comes into conflict with the doctrine of anwvitabhidhina
(1e the view that any word in a sentence conveys something, not as an
1solated unit, but as closely bound up with that of other words in the
same sentence) For what really happens 1s this*© each word m a sen-
tence at first recalls to mind something Eg, mn the judgment ‘Fetch
the cow’, the term ‘fetch’ recalls to mind some significance and ‘ cow’
revives some past impressions Whether the revived elements fit nto an
mtelligible whole of meaning is next considered by taking note of factors,
such as yogyatd (congruity), akanksi (the demand for a word or words
to complete the sense) and sanmidh: (proxmmity) It is only after the
syntatical, logical and phonetic connections of words have been taken
into account that each word i the sentence can be said to express a
meaning—a meaning assoclated with what the other word has recalled
‘ Fetch,” for example, conveys a meaning associated with what ¢ cow’ has
recalled; and ‘cow’ denotes something related to what ‘fetch’ has
revived.

A similar explanation holds good of assertive propositions also.
In the proposition ‘This cow is white, ‘this cow’ denotes something
related to the sigmficance recalled by the term ° white’; and the word
¢ white > has a meaning closely bound up with what the term ¢ cow’ has
recalled to mind Thus, in no case need we give up the doctrine of
anvitabhidhina.
N.—-2



X Nyavagrorisa
2  Swvatah-pramdnyae-vada.

To prove that the Vedas are in their very nature (svatah) vahd,
the author, mn the manner of the Bhatta Mimamsakas, secks to establish
i this chapter the doctrine known as svateh-pramdanye-vida (the self-
validity of knowledge) In demonstrating this position the*main con-
troversy 1s with the Naiyayikas who aie advocates of parateh-pramanya-
vidae (the theory of validity from outside).

The Naiyayika contends that both in respect of its onigin (utpattau)
and 1n respect of discovery (jiiaptan) validity 1s extrmsie, and not -
trinsic, to the judgment Taking the question of how knowledge
comes to he true or ialse (uipettu) it must be conceded, says
the Nawayika, that vahdity or invalidity depends respectively
upon the honesty and competence of the speaker (vaktr-guna) or his
ignorance, deceit and other defeets (vaktr-dosa) It is of the very
nature of knowledge to be reveldtory of reality (erthaprakdsatva)
and  this character of reveabing the reality 15 a general feature
(sadhdrana-dharmma) tound i vehd and nvahd  cognitions  alike,
Validity and mvahdity, however, are special features (widesa-dharmas)
met with in certamn judgments alone  Though cach of these may co-
exist with jAdanatva, cach 15 yei different from the latter  Hence 1t
follows that whether a given judgment 1s true or false depends entirely
upon circumsiances other than those that account for the genesis of the
the judgment itself. The following analogy illustrates this position
While vrksatve (trec-ness) 1s a wider generality present alike mn the
{iméapd, pelide and other trees, simdepitva and paeldsatva are narrower
generalities present only in a hmited area Tree-ness may co-exist with
Siméapatva None the less, the two are considered distinet

Coming to the question of how we become aware of truth and fal-
sity, in order io asceriain the validity of a judgment 1t 15 necessary to
iake note of external considerations, such as awareness of (i) the
honesty and competence of the speaker (guna-jfidna), (1) the con-
sensus of opmion (samvide-yidna) and (i) its capacity to lead to
fruitful actions (artha-kryd-kdr) .

The Naiyiyika goes on to point out that on the view that the very
factors which enable us to apprehend the knowledge itself must also
reveal its pramanya, there would be no possibibty of doubt regarding
the validity of judgments.

He thinks that there is no danger of the authoritativeness of the
Vedas being sacrificed if the doctrine of self-validity is not accepted.
For on the doctrine of paratah-pramdnya, invalidity must result from the
defects of the source. Since the omniscient Lord, the author of the Vedas,
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possesses mfinite perfections and can have no defects of any kind, the
Vedas cannot be mvalid Therefore, n order to establish that the
vedic teaching 1s valid, 1t 1s needless to subscribe to svatah-pramanya-
vidae

. This may be expressed n syllogistic form as follows *—Validity 1s
dependent upon circumstances other than the causes of knowledge , for,

while being an effect, validity, ike mvalidity, 1s a particular mode of
knowledge.

The mam point of the refutation 1s that jfidgnatve and pramanyae are
not separate, but identical Pramanya i1s merely the power of revealing
the thing as 1t really 1s. In other words, 1t consists in taking note of
the thing possessing qualificaiions (vi8esya), the qualifications (vide-
sanas), and the relalion between these (sambandha) Just as the power
to burn things 1s mnherent in fire, even so pramianya belongs to the very
essence of jfiina It 1s present m true judgments as also 1n false ones,
for even in the illusion ‘idam rajatam’ (this 1s silver), so far as the
subjective element ¢ 1dam’ is concerned there is pramanya

Even if jiidnatva and pramanya were different, it could not be
suggested on reasonable grounds that pramanya is a special feature
(visesa-dharma) like paldSatva or Simapatva  For, just as a certam
bodily form or structure (samsthdna) is present in all cows and serves
to manifest gotva, primdnya 1s present m knowledge and serves
to reveal jdnatva Even when the form or structure of a particular
cow does not conform in every detail to the type, for the reason that the
gwven ammal 15 hornless, blind or otherwise defective, the name * cow’
15 not denied to 1t Sumilarly, in the case of the illusory cogmition, even
in the absence of sambandha, the remaming two factors do suffice for
manifesting jfidnatva Just as a certan structure or form (samsthina)
which serves to reveal gotva 1s considered a general quality, even so
praméanya which helps to manifest jianatva may quite well be a commmon
feature. But for pramanya, knowledge would cease 1o be knowledge.

Next 1t 1s shown that the analogy of ‘treeness’ is not apposite In
the $§iméapd tree there are two aspects— (1) certamn features common
to all trees mdicative of vrksatva (ireesness) and (2) certan features
peculiar to the $msapd tree revealing $iméapdtva. But in the case of
jhana apart from the general feature, namely, pramdnya which reveals
jianatva, no special feature revealing pramanya is met with. Therefore,
on the analogy of tree-ness and §imS$apatva which stand respectively for
wider and narrower generalities, we cannot treat jidnatva and pramanya
as sidhdrana and viesa dharmas. Hence, in respeect of origin (utpatti),
besides the causes of knowledge no other factors are needed to account
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for pramanya. In a word, primianya is inherent In the very nature of
knowledge.

Again, the truth of a yudgment cannot be said to be discovered from
2 knowledae of the merits (guna) of the speaker When the knowledge
of an object arises m the self, the object comes to be endowed with an
llumination, known as jfidnatva, prakdsa, or artha-praki$a. Validity
is stmply the power of jfidna to produce this artha-prakd$e From the
artha-prakéaéa, the cffect, 1ls cause, namely, jiidna 1s inferred The in-
ference which reveals jfidna must also make known its pramanya
(validity) When the discovery of truth is said to be intrinsic (svatah)
all that is meant is that the validity of knowledge is understood from the
very inference whereby knowledge itself is inferred, and that no addi-
tional factor is required therefor.

The charge that on svatah-pramanya-vada there would be no room
for any doubt regarding praminya (validity) in any circumstances is
met by saying that one may believe in self-validity and still entertan
doubts. Belief in self-validity does not obviate doubt As long as there
is room for suspecting that there may be factors leading to apriménya,
doubts are bound to arise even though there is belief in validity To
lustrate the point.—Even though 1t is well known that the seed has the
power to produce the sprout, one may yet entertain doubts about a
particular seed, for who knows i1t has not lost its power to germunate
on account of its proximity to fire. It is only when the person can be
sure that the seed could not have been placed by the side of the fire
that he could give up this doubt. This doubt does not lead one to
abandon the general belief in the power of the seed to sprout.
Similarly, even when it is known that judgments are in their innate
nature valid, yet doubts concerning the validity of particular judgments
may arise, so long as the possibilities of their being invalid are not
ruled out. The existence of doubts does not necessarily lead to the
rejection of the belief that the discovery of wvalidity is instrinsic
(svatah).

In conclusion, 1t is shown that the argument advanced by the
opponent is lisble to be charged with the fallacy of hetva-
siddhi. Pramanya, as indicated already, is a general feature and not a
special quality requiring a special cause.

3. Khyiti-niripana-vida.

In this chapter the author repudiates the akhydti of the Prabhakara
Mimamsakas and the Anirvacaniya-khyati of the Advaiting and main-
tains the Anyathd-khyati of the Naiyayikas and Yathdrtha-khyati
advocated by the Visistadvaitins.

-
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The Prabhikaras contend that in the erroneous cognition ‘This is
silver’ there is no sensory contact with silver °‘This’ 1s a presented
fact; and ‘silver’ is a memory experience There are thus two
elements— (1) experience of present object and (u) memory—and
not a single psychosis as the Naiwyiyika supposes But against thus,
the Naiyayika urges that, if the representative element concerns silver
in the shop (@panasta), there could only be the judgment ‘There is
silver in the shop’ and not ¢ This object on the roadside is silver > The
Prabhikara answer is that owing to certain defects (dosa) the real
location of silver is lost sight of A person proceeds to pick the
object on the road side, not because he perceives the silver element
therem, but because he fails to notice the difference between
the memory of silver and the presented object

The very existence of differences of opinion among rival thinkers
may be said to point to anyathd-khydti Take the two statements:
“Sound ($abda) 1s eternal’ and ‘Sound is non-eternal ’ Since two
mutually contradictory qualities cannot reside in the self-same object,
the person who believes m the etermity of sound thinks that etermity is
present 1n sound, and that, consequently, his opponent has understood
the nature of sound differently from what 1t 1s Similarly, the behever
in the perishability of sound thinks that  non-eternity ’ dwells in sound
and that, therefore, his opponent has misunderstood the nature of sound
Hence the quarrel between the two But on the Prabhikara view that
error is not a umt of knowledge but a composite of two jfidinas, the
judgment ‘ sound 1s eternal’ would consist of two items of jAdana— (1)
$abda and (i1) etermity, and the judgment ‘sound 1s non-eternal,’
conveys knowledge of sound and also knowledge of non-eternity In
either case, the judgment does not assert that eternity or non-etermity is

present in sound And so long as this is not so, there is no room for
dispute.

A consideration of the way in which the subsequent judgment falsi-
fies the earlier but erroneous cogmtion would serve to show that in the
first cognition the mind must have understood the thing differently from
its real nature (anyathd). The sublating cognition, ‘ This is not silver ;
it is only shell’ presupposes an earher judgment ¢ This is silver ’, where
the silver element 1s erroneously synthesised with  this’.

Further, so long as the silver element is not perceived in *this’
that is, so long as the nature of the object on the roadside is not grasped
differently from what it is (anyathd), there will not arise the activity of
picking the object On the Prabhékara account the activity of pick-
ing the object, as though it were silver, is due merely to our failure to
notice the difference between the memory element (ie., silver) and the
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perceived element (bheddgrahana). If so, we must also react to st
as shell, because 1 it we do not perceive the difference from the shell
Should it be said that the difference from the shell 1s perceived, clearly
there 1s anyatha-khyat: or wrong synthesis.

Bhranti or illusory cognition 1s a particular mode of knowledge and
is a mistake of commuission, and not one of onussion It 15 the mere fai-
lure to apprehend difference If so, as there 1s non-apprehension of
difference 1n deep sleep, deep sleep would have to be treated as bhranti
Hence, it follows that 1llusion involves anyatha-lhyati

It is anyathd-khyit: rather than alchydt: that does justice to the
nature of experience When a person reahses his mistake, he is found
to confess I mistook shell for silver’, he is never found to say “ I failed

to keep apart the memory of silver fiom the percewved object on the
road ”

The advoeates of amrvacaniya-khyat assert that jhana 1s the only
ultimate roulity. Smee it 15 quality-less, the character of apprehending
the ohjeet which 1s ordinarily aseribed to giidna cannot, «trictly speaking,
be attributed to 1t The objects apprehended are nerther sat nor asat.
For, if they were unreal, they would not be perceived , and if they were
real, they would not be sublated But they are perceived and later sub-
lated Hence, they are indescribable or amirvacaniye This pure con-
sciousness or jiana 15 no other than the substrate (afraya) of illegiti-
mate transference (adhydsa).

In refutation of anirvacaniya-khyati it 1s first pointed out that as
knowledge is said to partake of the characters of being paroksa
(indirect), aparoksa (immediate), anubhave (experience), smrii
(memory) and so forth, jfidna cannot be saxd o be nirdharmaeka {with-
out qualities). Secondly, as objects of experience are known, they are
sat ; and as they are later contradicted, they are asat ; and they would
thus be both sat and asat and not sadasad-vilaksana or anirvacaniya.
Moreover, 1t cannot be said that jfidna is merely the déraya of illegiti-
mate transference (adhydsa). On the contrary, it really points to an
okject outside. It 1s the very nature of knowledge to point to really
existent things.

The doctrine of quintuplication (pafici-karana), according to which
all objects of the perceptible world contain all the five elements (bhiitas)
though in varying proportions, lends support to yath@rtha-khiti.
On this view, the object concerrung which the illusory judgment “ This is
silver’ arises contains silver as also shell. The silver element is, how-
ever, very slight, the shell element predominating. 1t is the failure to
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note the shightness (alpatva) of the silver element and the preponder-
ance of the shell element that accounts for the illusion. The subsequent
judgment “ This 1s not silver ” arises when the dominance of the shell
element 1s realised, and it mnhibits the activity which was prompted by
the failure to notice this dommance The assertion that the erroneous
cognition ‘this 1s silver’ disappears when the subsequent judgment
“Ths 15 shell ” arises does not mean that the former judgment 1s aban-
doned , 1t only signifies that the activity prompted by the earlier cogni-
tion 1s arrested Thus, all judgments reveal only what exist

4. Svayamprakiia-vada.

The fourth chapter i1s devoted to the establishment of the doctrine
that jfidna 1s self-luminous (svayamprakdée) The ground 1s prepared
for this doctrine by the refutation of the wiews of Kumarila, Murar:
Miéra and the Naiyayikas mn regard to this matter

According to Kumarila jfiana has the power to reveal other objects
excepting 1itself. It does not, however, mean that 1t 1s unknowable
Though 1t cannot be grasped by the senses, 1t 1s mferred from the allu-
mmation (prakatya) which 1t generates in objects that are known
Thus 1t 1s not self-luminous This view 1s rather far-fetched For ex-
plaming why vision apprehends only the colour of objects and not their
smell, even though colour and smell are equally inherent in the objects
that are seen, the aid of prikatya (power of manifestation) 1s mvoked
It 1s said that the visual mechanism has a power m virtue of which the
knowledge 1t generates has the peculiar property of producing an llumi-
nation with regard to colour alone A simpler explanation, says Murar:
Miséra, would be to recognise that visual knowledge has merely the power
to apprehend colours, and dispense with the notion of prikatya Even
after positing this mysterious prakatya for which there 1s no warrant, i1t
may be asked why prikatya 1s generated in regard to colour and not to
smell. The only possible answer would be that visual knowledge has
this special power of producing an illummation i colour alone With

the denial of prdakatya, the theory that knowledge is mferred therefrom
falls to the ground.

Nor can it be contended that knowledge 1s self-luminous. For if 1t
15 self-luminous, 1t must illumine 1itself, just as it manifests other things;
that is to say, it will be i1ts own object (»mgaya) Since the object
(vigaya) is considered the cause of perceptual knowledge, this hne of
argument would lead to the self-refuting position that knowledge 1s the
cause of itself Therefore, it has to be concluded that jiidna 1s grasped by

anuvyavasiyo (reflection upon experience). This reflection is of the
form ‘I know the pot’.
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The view defended by the author 1s that jfidna is ke the lamp which
dispels darkness and reveals objects and does not require for its own
manifestation another lamp Sumilarly, by its conjunction with objects,
jbdna reveals objects , butl 1n regard to its own mamfestation, jidna does
not require another jhdna The objection that, smee jfidna 15 a quality,
it cannot come into conjunction with objects is not vahd, for, as it 1s
said 1o be subject to expansion and coniraction, jiidna must be treated
as a substance When 3fidna 1s said to be seli-luminous what 1s really
meant 1s that jii&ina, unlike other objects, does not require for its own
manifestation conjunction with another jfifna This may be expressed
i syllogistic form This jiiana does not require for its manifestation any-
thing other than itself , for, like the lamp, it manifests objects.

5. I$vardnumana-bhanga-vide

Unless the view that God 1» mferred (anumdmka) is abandoned the
seripiures would lose thewr authority. On the well-known principle that
the sasiras are vahd only with regard to matters lyimng beyond the scope
of the other praminas (aprapte Sdstram arthavat), i God 1s known
through inference, then, in respect of God, the scriptures are futille. It
is not helpful to pomt out that, while reason establishes only the existence
of God, the seriptures are necessary for giving mformation about those
who attend upon him (paryana), his dwelling place and so on For
the scriptures would then be dependent upon reason and cannot contra-
dict its verdict. It 1s only after the existence of God has been establish-
ed by reason that one may proceed to inquire into His attendants, abode
ete, from the study of the scriptures. When reason tells us that God 1s
endowed with infinite perfections, how can the seriptures convey the
opposite teaching that his attendants, abode and so on add to his glory ?
Nor 1s it possible to obwviate this difficulty by saying that while God’s
existence is inferred from reason, His being the material cause of the
world is learnt only from the scriptures and that, in this sense, the
seriptures are not robbed of their usefulness. For if so, He must act
as the material cause of the world either by bemng endowed with a body
or by remaining without one; and either alternative would lead o an
unwelcome result. On the former alternative, He would become a
samsirin ; on the latter, the view accepted by us, namely, that God is the
material cause only through His body, would have to be abandoned.
Thus, so long as it is not admitted that the scriptures teach the existence
of God, they cannot be assigned an intelligible purpose. To establish
their prime usefulness it is necessary to demolish the view that God 18
anumanika.

The main argument by which the Naiydyika attempts to prove
God’s existence is the following: —Like the jar, earth and other objects
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are effects , because they pomt to an agent. As the fimite soul 1s incapa-
ble of producing them, this agent must be a competent maker, that 1s,
God That these objects are effects 1s vouched for both by perception
and by imnference The argument takes the following form : —Earth and the
lLike are effects, for, ike the jar, they possess parts. Agawst this argu-
ment 1t may be urged that the relation between being an effect’ and
¢ pomnting to an agent ’ is far from being universal and that 1t 1s really de-
pendent upon the accidental feature (upddhi), namely, Sakyakryatva
(capacity for being produced), and that consequently the argument 1s
hable to be charged with vydpyatvisiddha

But this objection 1s valueless, because $akyakriyatva, though not
perceptible, 1s yet mferred to exist wherever the sddhana, ‘ being an

effect,’ 1s present. Therefore, the argument 1s free from the charge of
vydpyatvisiddha

The futiity of the argument advanced by the Naiyayika 1s exposed
by showing that when he argues that earth and other objects pomt to an
agent, he must mean by ‘agent’ either the bare self as such or the
self endowed with volition (yatna) alone or the self endowed with a
volition which 1s associated with auxiliary causes, such as, knowledge
and power On the first alternative, his argument becomes vitiated by
the defect of badha, mn as much as 1t would only establish that the cause
of the world 1s a self devoid of volition and other qualities and not an
Ommnipotent Lord A further defect of the argument 1s that the sidhya
1s not present in the illustrative example cited The second alternative
fares no better , for on this view the self 1s the cause of the world either
m virtue of its bare volition or through the outward activities m which
the volition expresses itself If the former is correct, there 1s the old diffi-
culty of the siadhya not bemg present mn the illustrative examples adduc-
ed The mere volition of the potter, for example, would not suffice for
the production of the jar If the latter view 1s advocated, the Naiyayika
would be guilty of contradicting his theory that the tendency of fire to
proceed upwards or that of wind to blow side-ways 1s all due to adrsta
and not to any volition and 1ts expression m outward act. Even if it be
conceded for the sake of argument that a self endowed with such a voli-
tion as expresses 1itself i outward activity 1s the cause of the world all
that the argument could prove is that the maker of the cosmos is an
mtelligent person and not that he is ommiscient Volition could only
indicate that its possessor 1s endowed with mtelligence ; 1t need not pont
to ommscience. Should it be said that since volition takes different forms
according to the effects mtended to be produced, and 1s dependent on the
knowledge of the particular thing to be produced and that, m the case of
the creation of the world, its maker should be all knowing, it is replied

that volition need not depend upon knowledge. Take for example, the
N.—3
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case of deep sleep; here the effori to live is not dependent upon any
knowledge. The third aliernative 1s equally faulty. There is no pomt
in saying that the maker of the world 1s a self endowed with volition
found along with knowledge, power and so on which are auxihary
thereto , because, as pointed out already, volition 15 not necessarily de-
pendent upon knowledge 1{ it be said thai, as volition exists along
with knowledge, knowledge 15 inferred from volition, 1t is replied that
by parity of 1easoning one should infer the existence of a body, since
volition 15 associated with the presence of a body

Not only this, there are arguments proving an opposite conclusion,
Eg, if earth and other objects point to an agent at all, that agent must
be an embodied person, an individual possessing knowledge which 1s non-
eternal and an ordinary person like any one of us, and not possessed of
ommuiscience,

6. Dehadyatiriktdtma-yathdtmya-vida

That the soul 1 an entity different from the body, senses, mund
{manas), vital breath (prana) and mtelleet (buddhi), that it 1s distinet
from the Supreme Soul, that each soul 1s distinet from every other soul,
that it is an agent (karid), a knower and the object of self-consciousness
(cham~pratyaya) 15 the teaching of this chapter As a prelimmary to
the establishment of this thesis, the Carvaka and the Advaitic concep-
t1ons of the soul are subjected to a rigorous examnation

The Carvaka accepts the view that the soul 1s the object of self-con-
sciousness (aham-pratyaya), but draws therefrom the conclusion that the
soul is identical with the body; for there arises the cogmition ‘I am a
man’, ‘I am a deva’ and so on. The soul 1s not to be 1dentified with the
senses ; for no one ever gets the cognition ‘I am the nose’, or ‘I am the
ear’. Nor is 1t to be equated with the mind (manas); for the mind, being
an instrument of knowledge, cannot also be its agent (kartd). The soul
18 not the vital breath (prdna) either ; for when vital breath continues to
be active even when the body is at rest, there arises the cognition ‘I am
wholly mactive’. It 1s equally impossible to equate the soul with con-
sciousness (buddhi); for, since jidna comes from the root sfia (to know),
it refers to something to be accomplished and not to the soul which is an
existent entity (suddhdrta). Thus by a process of ehmination also
it is shown that the soul 1s no other than the body. It may be asked
Does not the cogmtion ‘This is my body’ mark off the soul from the
body ? The Carvika replies that this difficulty is not peculiar to him,
but that the cognition ‘ This is my self’ creates a similar difficulty for his
opponents also ; and that the escape open to them, namely the device of
understanding this proposition in a figurative sense, is open to hum too.
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Though the elements (bhitas) which compose the body are
severally imnsentient, consciousness, the Carvaka argues, may still emerge
from their peculiar concatenation It may be likened to the emergence
of the mtoxicating quality from the mingling of certamn ingredients which
separately do not possess 1t. As mfancy, youth, manhood and so on
are’ merely different states of the self-same body, there is nothing im-
proper 1n a person in nuddle age remembering what he experienced n
mfancy and youth

The Advaitns assert that the soul 1s an mner (pratyek) principle
distmet from the body and that it is not to be confounded with the
knower. To say that the soul 1s pratyak 1s to assert that 1t 1s self-lumi-~
nous As knowledge alone 1s self-luminous, the soul must be identified
with eit (consciousness) If the soul 1s described as a knower, 1t would
be the possessor of knowledge In other words, 1t would be different
from jhana If so, the soul would become external (pardk); for what-
ever 1s different from jfidna 1s parak

Some of the outstanding difficulties in the way of the Carvaka
doctrme are the following —On the view which identifies the soul with
the body, either the body is an aggregate of parts or it is something addi-
tional to the parts that enter into its composition In any case, conscious-
ness must be admutted to reside in the parts ; because 1t is well-known that
the special qualities of the whole (avayavi) are dependent on those of
the parts (avayava), and because there could be no consciousness in the
aggregate when the parts composing 1t are devoid of consciousness But
the parts do not possess it, for, if they did, they would be equated with
the self and there would arise cognitions such as ‘I am the foot,” ‘I am
the hand’ Judgments such as ‘I feel pain in the eye’, ‘I have a com-
fortable feeling mn the head’ cannot be said to mdicate the presence of
consciousness in the bodily parts; for they only show that the self ex-
periences pleasure or pain in the regions mentioned Further, if some
part of the body alone possessed consciousness, with the loss of that
organ, consciousness would be altogether lost If each of the bodily
parts were to possess consclousness, there would be several conscious
entities in the same body and these would, like the residents of a village,
be constantly warrmg with one another For the conscious entity is
notorious for 1ts self-regarding impulses

It 1s untenable to argue that just as the betel leaf, areca nut and lime,
which do not separately possess redness, yet produce the red colour when
they are chewed together, consciousness may emerge from out of the
factors that constitute the body, even though taken severally these
factors are insentient. What really happens 1s the particles of the betel
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leaf, the nut and lime first acquire the 1ed colour on acecount of the heat
engendered m the act of chewing Thus the red colour in the effect is
accounted for by the causes themselves acquiring it It cannot, therefore,
be mamtained that a property not present i the causal factoirs severally
may well emerge when they combine together mn ceriamn special ways

Besides, if this matenalistic doctime were true, all rehigious duties
such as, ydga (cacrifice) and dana (gift), performed for the sake of
rewards to be reaped after bodily death would be labour wholly lost,
and the $astras prescribing such duties would become meaningless

In refutation of the Advaitic doctrine the author points out that
knowledge cannot be the self, because the judgment ‘I know’ clearly
shows that knowledee is an attribute of ‘I’ rather than the seclf itself
Acamn, knowledee 1s well-known 1o have a beninning and an end ; and
1 cannot, therefore, be identified with the eternal self  The real meaning
of pratyak 1s not “being self-lummous’ as the Advaitms contend, but
fChiming forth for the sake of oneself’  As giidna shines forth for the
wike of the self and not for 1fs own sake, it must, with pots and other
objects, be treated as pargk. The self alone can be said to <hine for
its own sake Therefore, 1t alone 1s pratyak. Again, if the édstras
which prescribe several duties for the realisation of different benefits
are not {o be robbed of their meaning, the soul must be admitted to bhe
an agent and an enjoyer Kuartrtva (being an agent) and bhokirtva
(beme an enjoyer) cannot be explained away as being due io himuting
conditions.

7. Samandadhikaranya-vidae

For a praper understanding of Vedéntic passages, such as ‘satyam
jianam anantam Brahma’, it is essential that the true nature of sama-
nadhikaranya (the grammatical co-ordination of words in a sentence)
must be grasped at the very outset. Consequently, the author takes up
for consideration the definition of simanadhikaranya laid down by the
grammarians, examines the interpretations put on it by the Bhedabheda-
vadins and Advaitins, and in the end establishes what he considers the
correct interpretation.

Samanadhikaranya is defined by the grammarians as follows.
Words having different pravrtti-nimitta (reasons of application or signi-
fications) . but referring to an identical object (1 e. words having connota-
tional difference and denotational identity) may be said to stand in
the relation of samanadhikaranya. The Bhedibhedavidins believe that
this definition accords best only with their own fundamental philosophical
creed—the doctrine that a substance is different and yet non-different
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from its viSesanas (qualifications) Take, they say, the judgment ¢ This
is a cow’. The words ‘this’ and ‘ cow’ have different reasons of appl-
cation or significations (bmna-pravrttinimitta); ¢ this’ stands for a parti-
cular object (vyakt:) and ¢ cow ’ for the jati, ‘ cow-ness’, and they refer
to an identical object, since jati and vyakt are not altogether different
In"the judgment ‘This is white’, the words ‘this’ and ‘ white’ have
different meanings, the first word referring to an object in front of the
speaker and the second to whiteness, and both refer to the identical
object, smece guna and guni cannot be said to be altogether different.

A possible objection to this view 1s that in the judgment examined
the term ° cow’, like the word dandi (person wielding a stick), refers to
a vyakti (a particular animal possessing ‘ cow-ness’) and not to mere
jat1 (cow-ness), and that, consequently, this equation cannot teach that
vyakti and jat: are non-different The Bhedibheda-vadin meets this
objection by pointing out that jat1 1s nowhere found separately from the
vyakt: 1n the manner in which the stick is found in 1solation from the
person wielding 1t, and that the word ¢ cow’ does not denote an entity
possessing cow-ness Further, if vyakti and jati were different, they
must, like the stick and its possessor, be known 1 1solation from each
other But as they are not apprehended separately, they must be 1den-
tical

Moreover, simce two objects having different shapes cannot occupy
the same place, the whole (avayavi) and part (avayava) residing in the
same region must be understood to be non-different The Bhedabheda-
vadin claims that on the basis of the doctrine of simultaneous difference
and non-difference it 1s easy to assign an intelligible meaning to the upa-~
nisadic passages equating Brahman with man and material nature

Briefly stated, the advaitic position is this —A statement of co-ordi-
nation is incapable of expressing the fact of one thing possessing several
attributes (vifesanas); on the other hand, it aims at teaching the bare
existence of an indivisible whole of reality (akhandasvardpa) It cannot
signify the qualifications alone; for in that case the qualifications being
numerous, the belief that the statement refers to a single object must be
abandoned Nor can 1t refer to an object possessing vifesanas Smce it
is the very nature of a viSesana to mark off or distinguish one object
from another, the several qualifications must differentiate the objects
qualified by them. And, as a consequence, the view that the statement
expresses one object must be given up Hence it follows that a state-
ment of co-ordination refers to a partless whole of reality

If the statement refers to akhandasvarfipa, what becomes of that
part of the defimition of samaniadhikaranya which insists that the differ-
entiated words must have their separate significations ? The Advaitin
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brushes aside this difficulty by saying that this part of the definition is
merely intended to exclude tautalogous statements like ‘The jar is a
pot’ It i1s unnecessary, he contends, that the words should convey
different meanings within the given statement. It 1s enough if they are
already understood elswhere to have different connotations. Therefore,
vedic texts such as ‘ satyam jhanam anantam Biahma,” must be taken to
teach the existence of an indwisible, featureless (nmirguna) Brahman,
rather than a Brahman possessing qualities

The mam counts in the indictment agamnst the Bhedabheda-vadin
are— (1) Since bheda and abheda, which respectively take on a positive
and a negative expression ‘ This 15 x > and ‘ This 1s not x’, are contradic-
tory features, they cannot be attributed to the selfsame object (u) It 1s
unreasonable to contend that for the reason that jat: and vvakti are not
observed separately from each other, the term cow does not denote an
anmal possessing cow-ness  For m order that anything may be treated as
a vifesana 1t 15 not essential that 1t should be observed separately or that
1t should have a <hape of its own different {from that of the object which
it qualifics. When the widesana is known to have an mdependent exist-
ence and 15 found to qualify an object only occasionally, the suffix matup
15 added to the word denoting this videsana But when the videsana has
no mdependent existence of its own and 1s always found along with the
thing which 1t qualifies, there is no need of that suffix Therefore, 1n the
statement ‘ This is a cow’ the torm ‘ cow’ may quite well signify an ani-
mal possessing the videsana, ‘ cow-ness’  (ui) The belief that the mvari-
able presentation of jat1 and vyakti together points to their non-difference
(abheda) 1s erroneous, for the very fact of their universal concomitance
would only establish their separateness (iv) For the simple reason that
there is no warrant for positing a whole (avaya»i) over and above the
parts (avayava), the argument that since the whole and part occupy the
same area they must be at once different and non-different is unsustaina-
ble. These considerations suffice to show that the attempt to interpret
the definition of simanadhikaranya from the standpoint of Bhedabheda is
thoroughly unconvincing.

The Advaitic interpretation of samanadhikaranya laksana also
labours under great difficuliies. For one thing, on the view that the
different words co-ordinated do not refer to the relation of several attri-
butes to the umitary reality, but sigmfy only the thing itself, any one
word out of the group would suffice, and there would be no sense in em-
ploying several words, Again, of the two requirements mentioned in the
simanddhikaranya laksana—(1) that the words should have different
significations and (2) should refer to an identical object—it is not known
why the advaitin accepts the second and slurs over the first.
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Nor 1s 1t reasonable to contend that if the several co-ordinated words
reter to different viSesanas, they would mark off the visesyas (things
qualified by them) from one another For only contradictory qualities
(e g having crumpled horns and having straight horns) which cannot
reside together in the selfsame object differentiate their visesyas But
whHere the different qualities are not opposed to one another, but may
well exist together mn the same object, there 15 no danger of their
pointing to different objects Take for example the proposition ‘ Deva-
datta 1s dark-complexioned, young, red-eyed, not stupid, not poor, of
jrreproachable character’ There 1c nothing contradictory in the seve-
ral attributes being present mm a single individual Thus co-ordination
expresses the fact of one thing being characterised by several attributes
The upanisadic text ‘ satyam jiiinam anantam Brahma’ must be inter-
preted to teach that the umitary reality, Brahman, 1s characterised by
several attributes, and not to assert that Brahman i1s mirguna (without
qualities) .

After a critical consideration of the views of the Bhedabheda-vadin
and Advaitin, the author sets forth what he considers to be the proper
interpretation of simanddhikaranya laksana Different words may stand
m the relation of co-ordination, if there are different reasons for thewr
appheation and if they refer to one and the same object The first part
of this definition amms at showing that there can be no co-ordmation
between synonyms like ‘ pot’ and ‘jar’, because the reason for applymg
the term ‘pot’ to an object 1s not different from that prompting the use
of the word ‘jar’ 'The second part serves to pomnt out that there can
be no co-ordination between words referring to wholly different objects,
eg, pot and cloth It rules out such meaningless co-ordinations as ‘ The
pot 1s cloth’

8 Sat-karya-vada

The problem of causality which has evoked very keen controversy
1s next tackled The Nyaya-Vaiesika view of causality known as asat-
karya-vide (the view that the effect has no existence before it is brought
imnto existence, but origmates afresh) 1s subjected to a penetrating criti-
cism and sat-kdrya-vide (the doctrine that the effect pre-exists in its
cause 1n a latent form) established.

Asat-karya-vada teaches that the cause and effect are wholly dis-
parate Of the several arguments advanced i support of this thesis one
is that the cause and the effect give rise to altogether distinct cognitions
(buddha). If the cause and the effect were different names for what 1s
substantially the same, the cognition of any one of them must mean the
cognition of the other. But, as a matter of fact, their cognitions are quite
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brushes aside this difficulty by saying that this part of the defimtion is
merely intended to exclude tautalogous statements like ‘The jar is a
pot’. It 1s unnecessary, he contends, that the words should convey
different meanings within the given statement It is enough if they are
already understood elswhere to have different connotations Therefore,
vedic texts such as ¢ satyam jfianam anantam Brahma, must be taken to
teach the existence of an mdivisible, featureless (mrguna) Brahman,
rather than a Brahman possessing qualities

The mam counts in the indictment against the Bhedabheda-vadin
are—(i) Since bheda and abheda, which respectively take on a positive
and a negative expression ‘ This is x’ and ‘ This is not x’, are contradic-
tory features, they cannot be attributed to the selfsame object. (u) It is
unreasonable to contend that for the reason that jati and vyakti are not
observed separately from each other, the term cow does not denote an
arumal possessing cow-ness. For in order that anything may be treated as
a videsana it is not essential that 1t <should be observed separately or that
it should have a shape of its own different from that of the object which
it qualifies When the videsana is known to have an independent exist-
ence and 1s found to qualify an object only oceasionally, the suffix matup
1s added to the word denoting this vi§esana. But when the viSesana has
no independent existence of its own and is always found along with the
thing which it qualifies, there 1s no need of that suffix Therefore, mn the
statement ¢ This is a cow ’ the term ‘ cow’ may quite well signify an ani-
mal possessing the visesana, ‘ cow-ness’ (1i1) The belief that the mvari-
able presentation of jati and vyakti together points to their non-difference
(abheda) 1s erroneous , for the very fact of their universal concomitance
would only establish their separateness. (iv) For the simple reason that
there is no warrant for positing a whole (avayavi) over and above the
parts (avayava), the argument that since the whole and part occupy the
same area they must be at once different and non-different is unsustaina-
ble. These considerations suffice to show that the attempt to interpret
the definition of saimanadhikaranya from the standpoint of Bhedabheda is
thoroughly unconvincing.

The Advaitic interpretation of simanddhikaranya laksana also
labours under great difficulties For one thing, on the view that the
different words co-ordinated do not refer to the relation of several attri-
butes to the unitary reality, but signify only the thing itself, any one
word out of the group would suffice, and there would be no sense in em-
ploying several words. Again, of the two requirements mentioned in the
simanadhikaranya laksana—(1) that the words should have different
significations and (2) should refer to an identical object—it is not known
why the advaitin accepts the second and slurs over the first,
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Nor 1s 1t reasonable to contend that if the several co-ordmated words
refer to different viesanas, they would mark off the videsyas (things
qualified by them) from one another. For only contradictory qualities
(e g having crumpled horns and having straight horns) which cannot
reside together in the selfsame object differentiate their visesyas But
where the different qualities are not opposed to one another, but may
well exist together in the same object, there 1s no danger of thewr
pointing to different objects Take for example the proposition ¢ Deva-
datta 1s dark-complexioned, young, red-eyed, not stupid, not poor, of
irreproachable character’ There 1¢ nothing contradictory in the seve-
ral attributes bemng present in a single individual Thus co-ordmnation
expresses the fact of one thing being characterised by several attributes
The upanisadic text ‘ salyam jiiinam anantam Brahma’ must be mnter-
preted to teach that the umitary reality, Brahman, 1s characterised by
several attributes, and not to assert that Brahman is nirguna (without
gualities).

After a critical consideration of the views of the Bhedabheda-vadin
and Advaitin, the author sets forth what he considers to be the proper
mterpretation of simanadhikaranya laksana Different words may stand
in the relation of co-ordination, if there are different reasons for their
application and if they refer to one and the same object The first part
of this definition aims at showing that there can be no co-ordmation
between synonyms like ‘ pot’ and *jar ’, because the reason for applyng
the term ‘ pot’ to an object 1s not different from that prompting the use
of the word ‘jar’ The second part serves to pomt out that there can
be no co-ordmation between words referring to wholly different objects,
eg, pot and cloth It rules out such meaningless co-ordinations as ‘ The
pot 1s cloth’.

8 Sat-kirya-vada

The problem of causality which has evoked very keen controversy
18 next tackled The Nyaya-Vaidesika view of causality known as asat-
karya-vada (the view that the effect has no existence before 1t 1s brought
mto existence, but originates afresh) 1s subjected to a penetrating criti-
cism and sat-kdrya-vide (the doctrine that the effect pre-exists in its
cause 1 a latent form) established

Asat-karya-vada teaches that the cause and effect are wholly dis-
parate. Of the several arguments advanced mn support of this thesis one
1s that the cause and the effect give rise to altogether distmet cognitions
(buddhs) If the cause and the effect were different names for what is
substantially the same, the cognition of any one of them must mean the
cognition of the other. But, as a matter of fact, their cognitions are quite
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different. The cause and the effect are referred to by different words
($abda). Their number varies, e g, the threads are many, but the cloth
1s one. They serve different purposes, e g., threads are serviceable for
producing cloth, while the cloth 1s useful for wearing. They have dif-
ferent forms (dkdra) and exist at different instants of time (kdla), the
cause (e g. threads) 1s an earlier occurrence , but the effect (e g clowh)
is a subsequent eveni They arise from different causes, eg threads
have cotton for their cause, while the cloth has threads as its cause

A second argument 1s that if the effect pre-exists in the cause, there
will be no need to admuit several factors conducive to the production of
the effect If, for example, the cloth exists in the threads, the weaver
would have no function

A third reason 1s that if effects do not come into being but always
prefigure 1n thewr causes, there will be no basis for the famuliar distinction
between things eternal and things non-eternal. The Naiyayika thinks
that there 15 no foice in the objection that differences of buddh, $abda,
and s0 on exwisting between the cause and the effect do not
indicate  that they are altogether distinet, but only show
that such differences arse only from the duferent states (avasthds)
assumed by what 1s substantially the same entity. For the opponent
must say either that a given avasthi 1s present in both the cause and the
effect, or that it 1s present in the one or the other, there bemng no fixity
in regard to this matter, or that it 1s present as a defimite rule m one of
them On the first alternative, the identical state will exist in both,
and cannot, therefore, account for differences in jhana, $abda, etc. On
the next alternative, karanivastha may as well be found in the effect
and the karyavastha in the cause, and there will, thus, be no basis for
the differences m question On the last alternative, karanavasthi will
always be met with only i the cause and the karyavastha in the effect;
and hence there would be no warrant for asserting the substantial iden-
tity of cause and effect. To say that they are one would amount, it is
alleged, to attributing contradictory qualities (kdrandvasthd and karyd-
vasthd) to the self-same object.

In reply to the Nyaya arguments it 15 first urged that the Naiyayika
assumes if as a self-evident fact that we have two wholly different cog-
nitions about cause and effect, and that, on the strength of this gratuitous
assumption, he argues that they are different. This argument falls to the
ground when 1t is shown that we do not get two wholly distinct cogni-
tions about them, but usually experience them as being non-different.
We often remark “ what was once a lump of clay has now become this
pot”, “what was formerly a bundle of threads has now become this
cloth,” This co-ordmation of cause and effect and the fact that no one
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15 ever found to say “This 1s a new substance where, however, the
upadina-kdrana (material cause) persists” clearly pownt out that there
is no warrant for saymg that the effect (eg cloth) does not pre-exist
i the cause (threads), and that 1t 1s really a new substance wherem,
hovsfever, threads continue to exist

Again, there 1s lhttle difficulty 1 accounting for differences of
Jiana, Sabda and the like on the basis of differences of state (avastha)
The cause has, as a definite rule, a state of i1ts own, and the effect its
own particular avasthd To say so would amount, 1t was urged, to
ascribing contradictory qualities to the selfsame thing, and would only
strengthen the case for the distinctness of the cause from the effect.
But this difficulty 1s wholly imagmmary For, unlbke the mutually
opposed attributes of white and not white which cannot reside mn an
1dentical object but pont to two different substrates, karandvastha
and karyavastha may well belong to the identical object but at differ-
ent times Hence, there 15 no need to assert that cause and effect are
wholly different

Further, the conjunction (samyéga) of threads is admitted by the
Nyaya-Visesika to be the asamavayr-kirana of cloth The Vidistidvaitin
contends that, simnce this conjunction itself suffices to explain the differ-
ences of jiidna, $abda and the like, 1t is unnecessary to posit for this pur-
pose an effect (cloth) wholly different from its cause (threads). It 1s
only m virtue of this conjuction that the threads so conjomed get the
name, and occasion the knowledge of, ‘ cloth’

Besides, sat-kdrya-vada has the support of the scriptures The
upanigadic text declares that by knowmg one thing everything becomes
known; and, mn illustration of this, takes the case of clay and says
that by understanding it all objects made out of clay, such as pot and
cups, are understood Clearly, the idea conveyed here 1s that when the
material cause 15 known, 1ts mamfold effects are thereby known. And
this would be impossible if the cause and the effect were totally different

9  Samsthana-sémanya-semarthana-vida

The question of the precise nature of simanya (universal) has long
been the battle-ground of philosophers The Vifistadvaiting have
identified samanya with samsthina (structure). But the Naiya-
yika has elevated jat1i to the rank of a distinet principle. On
his view, jitz 1s the generic properly perceptible equally m all the
particulars (vyaktis) of a class. It is eternal, umtary, ubiquitous
(anekdanugatam) and directly apprehended. It is not a mere product of
the imagination as the Buddhists contend, but a factor of reality existing

out there in the cbjective world. When we deseribe an animal as a cow
N.—4
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we are said to affirm the presence therein of a generic feature called
gotve (cow-ness), a feature present in all cows, whatever be their colour,
stature and the like, and absent mn all animals other than the cow
(gavatara)

A person percewving an anmmal for the first time, e.g an elephant,
tells his friend, “ Look here! this 1s a strange anmimal ” Though the latter
has not seen this particular elephanti before, he rephes, on the strength
of his knowledge of other clephants, “ Why, there 1s nothing strange
n this, 1t is an elephant and I have scen this before ” This reply 1s mntel-
ligible, we are told, only on the view that he 1s acquainted with elephant-
ness as a jati distinct from the vyakiis wheremn 1t 1s present.

On mecling several mnstances of a class, e.g. cows, a person remarks
“This 15 a cow’, ‘That 15 a cow’, ‘That other 15 a cow’ and so forth
The rise of such a cogmtion can be explamed, it is said, only on the
hypothesis that he recogniees ‘ cow-ness’ (gotva) as bemng present mn
each of these mstances.  If, however, he does not notice * cow-ness’ m
the dufferent particulazs and has merely learnt that a given wvyakiz
(object) 18 a cow, he will not be 1 a position to say ‘ That also 1s a
cow’, ‘That other also 15 a cow’, and so on A possible objection 13
that in order to account for this cognition 1t 1s unnecessary 1o posit the
category of jiti and that the upadhi (same adventitious featuie which
does not amount to a 7dti) would quite suffice. Eg., to say X, Y, Z and
so on are cooks it is needless to posit a jatr called pacakatva. These
persons could be treated as forming a class merely with the aid of the
upadhi, namely, ‘engaged in cooking’. This objection is lacking
in force, because, so long as the corcept of jatt existing in dravye (sub-
stance), gune (qualily), and karma (action) is not admuited, the
upddhi (adventitious circumstance) alone would be incapable of bring-
ing together several particulars under a common head. Taking the
very example adduced by the objector, 1t could be shown that the act of
cooking could not bring together all persons engaged in this act into a
single class, until the jat1 of pakatve 1s admitted to exist in the several
acts of cooking. Therefore it must be concluded that terms, such as cow
and horse, are employed for the reason (pravrtti-nimitte) that in
the objects in question ‘ cow-ness,” ‘ horse-ness ’ and the like are present.
It cannot be contended that the reasons for employing these words is the
presence of certain appropriate forms (samsthana) mn the objects For
this view would imply that the samsthéna is either one or many. If the
former, samsthéna would merely be jati under a different name, and the
dispute would centre round the name alone. If the latter, there would
be a plurality of reasons for employing the same word (pravrtti-nimitta-
bheda). Thus either alternative leads to an unwelcome result. To
obviate this difficulty if it is said that any one of the several sams-
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thanas constitutes the pravriti-nimitta, then, the position is liable to be
charged with vyabhicara dosa For, taking each one of the samsthinas
1t could be shown that 1n its absence the name could still be employed.

The Naiyayika further urges that the very possibility of inference
would be jeopardised if jat: 1s not accepted For the vyapti (universal
relation) which 1s the very basis of inference is not the statement of
relation between one particular and another, but an expression of uni-
versal connection between two sets of particulars, each set having same
common property (3ati).

An examination of the way i which children learn the significance
of words from the commands of elderly persons 1s said to reveal the fact
that children come by concepts (jat1) by the abstraction of particular
features and the fixing up of common qualities

The siddhantin 1s of opinion that jdt: or simanya is closely similar
samsthana Samanya literally means ‘the nature shared in common
by sumilar objects’ (samananam bhavassdmanyam) ; it denotes the nature
of objects coming under a common group Since it is possible
to account for the cognition ‘ This is a cow’ ‘ That is a cow’ ¢ That other
is also a cow’, with the aid of the closely similar feature present in seve-
ral vyaktis, a 9dt: distinct from samsthdna need not be posited Even
those who hold jati to be somethmg distinct, admit that there is such a
thing as form.

When samsthana 1s said to constitute the pravrtti-nimitta of a word
what is really meant is this At the time the second, third or subse-
quent mstance of a class is perceived, there is, in addition to the aware-
ness of the samsthina of that vuakti,.the recollection of closely similar
instances perceived before and their samsthdnas The samsth@na
perceived together with those recalled -constitutes the pravrtti-
nimitta Any one of these taken in isolation cannot serve as a pravrtti-
nimitta Hence, the charge that there would be a plurality of pravrtti-
nimittas for each word falls to the ground Since objects belonging to
different classes (eg go and gavaya, or cat and tiger) may exhi-
bit structural similarity, 1t will not do to say that having a similar
samsthana is the pravritti-nimitta of a word Hence the insistence
on ‘very close similarity in structure’ Otherwise, there 1s the danger
of mixing up obiects resembling one another only remotely That the
samsthina of different classes of objects admits of several degrees of
similarity has to be accepted by those who believe 1dti to be a distinct
category ; otherwise they canmnot satisfactorily explain why, for exam-
ple, gotva is not present in the gavaya.

By samsthdna is meant the peculiar or distinctive structure or
pattern of anything. In the case of objects endowed with form, the con-
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junction of the several component parts constitutes the samsthana Eg.
the collection of the dewlap 1s the samsthana of the cow But in the
case of formless entities, their peculiar pioperties (esadhiarana-dharma),
which mark them off from other things, constitute the samsthina. E.g,
7itdna and other qualitics of the soul form its samsthana

The doctrine identifymg rdmanye with samsthina has not only the
merit of economy of thoughti (ldghava), but has also the support of the
seriptures  The famous Chandogyae text, ¢ eka vijianéna sarva vijfia-
nam’, teaching sat-karya-vada shows unambiguously that effects, eg,
pots, cups plates and so forth, are in substance one with theiwr cause,
namely clay The underlying substance bemng unitary, the plurality of
bases requn ed for positing jati does noil exist. Hence 1t 1s concluded that
samdnya and samsthina are 1dentical

10 Saktr-Vada.

The ienth chapter takes up the question whether Sakti (potentiality)
should be recognised or not, and answers 1t in the affirmative, after refut-
ing the Nyaya-Vaidestka arguments in favour of the opposile view In
this regard the Visistadvaitin 1s at one with the Bhattas and the Prabha-
karas. The Nydya demial of $akti as a separate entity is mamnly based
on ihe following considerations

1. The absence of the effect when apparently all the causal factors
are present is explcable, it is sometimes said, only on the hypothesis
that the Skt present in the cause is rendered inoperative by counter-
agents (prat:bandheke). Rather than positing a Sakti and saying that
it is counter-acted hy impediments it would be more reasonable, says
the Nyaya-Videsika, to trace the absence of the effect to the absence of
one of the elements constituting the full complement of causal factors
(kdrana-simagry). The absence of counteracting circumstances (prati-
bandhakdbhdva) is an essential factor included in the totality of causal
conditions. Hence, in its absence (ie. when counter-acting forces pre-
vail), the effect cannot occur The mere presence of fire, for example,
does not suffice to account for burning There is need of the negative
factor, namely, the absence of counter agents. That is why in the pre-
sence of mani (a gem which is fire-proof) fire fails to burn objects.

2. The believer in $akti as a distinct category cannot give a con-
gistent account of its origin. For, when counter-acting circumstances
destroy $akti, it is possible to revive it with the aid of the uttambaka
(factors that could override the counter-agents). In such a situation, he
must treat the uttambaka as the cause of $akti. But when both the
pratibandhaka and the uttambakae are absent, he must maintain that the
very thing which causes an object also generates its Sakti,
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Since the effect may quite well occur even in the presence of the
pratibandhaka, provided 1t 1s associated with the uttambaka, the negative
condition may be expressed in more comprehensive terms as follows
“The absence of the pratibandhaka which 1s not associated with the
uttgmbaka. (uttambhakabhava-vifista-pratibandhakabhiva).”

This view of Sakii 1s subjected to severe scrutiny, and it is first
pomnted out that the negative factor, ‘absence of the pratibandhaka’
cannot be included among the causal conditions; for it will be shown
presently that significant negation 1s never purely negative, but always
carries a positive import Agam, if the absence of the pratibandhaka
is an essential causal factor, it must, with consistency, be mamntamed that
the absence of the person who could apply the pratibandhaka is also a
causal condition, for, equally with the pratibandhaka, the person bring-
mg it into operation prevents the occurrence of the effect Not only
that , but the uttambaka also must be mcluded in the cause, for 1t over-
rules the pratibandhaka and facilitates the occurrence of the effect If
it 1s said that 1t cannot be a causal factor, because it is not mvariable
(1e, in its absence too the effect occurs, on the strength of the absence
of the pratibandhaka), the answer is that the effect produced by the
uttambaka and that produced by the absence of the pratibandhaka are
distinet from each other, even as the fire generated by rubbing arans
sticks must be distinguished from that produced by mani (the lens), or
straw Thus, there are difficulties ;n mecluding a negative circumstance
among the causal factors

Secondly, if a negative circumstance must be treated as a cause, when
there are alternate causes for the same effect (when arani sticks or
mani (lens) or trna (straw) can produce fire), mstead of admtting
differences in the effects produced by them, you might as well account
for the fire arising from any of these causes by the single negative formula,
namely, ‘the absence of the non-existence of mami qualified by the
absence of arani and trna’.

If the causal factor is expressed in this negative fashion when a vosi-
tive formulation 1s possible, universally accepted inferences, such ag
the inference of smoke from fire, would be upset and it would be impos-
sible to infer causes from a consideration of effects The point of the
criticism could be brought out with the aid of the following illustration
While common-sense thinks that fire 1s the cause of smoke, it is the
absence of the non-existence of fire qualified in a specific way’. If the
Naiyayika is right, smoke must be inferred even when fire 1s absent ; for
when there 18 vanyabhdva, this causal condition 1s fulfilled (i.e. there is
the absence of the non-existence of fire thus qualified) And if smoke
could arise even in the absence of fire, the every day inference of fire
from smoke would fall to the ground. Hence it has to be concluded
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that only positive entities endowed with potency can be treated as
causes. The tendency to make an object of this $akt: must be resisted.
Each object has a two-fold aspect—a perceptible and an imperceptible
(latent) aspect. Sakt: 1s to be 1dentified with the latter aspect

11. Bhavantarabhivae-vida

In this chapter the Nyaya conception of abhdva (non-exisience,
negation) 1s eniticised and the view that abhdva 1s not distinet from, and
1s merely a variety of, bhive (existence, affirmation) 1s upheld The
pirvapaksin says non-existence 1s relative m 1ts conception Negation
1s of something or other, and never absolute nothing (Sanya), which 1s
merely a meaningless concept One may speak of the non-existence of a
jar or cloth, but never of mere non-existence. Again, non-existence 18
expressible by negative judgments involving the use of the negative
particle na  But the idea of existence is conveyed by affirmative judg-
ments, and 1t doos not presuppose a pratwogin (counter-correlative).
How, 1t is asked, can non-existence with its dependence upon the prati-
yogin he treated as being on a par with bhiva which does notl presup-
pose the pratwyogin ?

If the objector says that the expresion nisti (does not exist) does
not purport to convey the idea of non-existence, bui really ams at de-
noting the presence of an upddh: (something positive), he must explam
what precisely that upddhiis Is it the bare region (desa), or 1ts aware-
ness, or bare time, or space in association with time ? On the first alter-
native, as the region (e.g. bhiitela) exists even mn the presence of the
pratiyogin (e g. the jar), one must speak of the object as non-existent.
Should it be said that mention of non-existence arises only when the
pratiyogwn 1s absent, 1t may be replied that, so long, as the concept of
abhdvae is not admtted, there is no basis for speaking of pratwogin at
all. In fact, 1t is only from negative statements, such as ‘There is no
jar on the ground ’, ‘ This is not a cloth’ that we come to speak of the jar
or the cloth as the pratiyogin. It is no argument to say that an object
comes to be regarded as a pratiyogin, not because of its non-existence,
hut because it is not adjacent; for ‘not adjacent’ (asannihita) itself
involves a negative element. Thus the concept of non-existence is in-
escapable. The objector might still argue that an object could be treated
as a pratiyogin, not because it is asannihite (not close by), but because
1t is in contact with a different region. This attempt to explain the prati-
yogun on a purely positive basis, without referring to abhdva at all, is
futile ; because, if contact with a different region suffices to make any-
thing a pratiyogin, then all-pervasive substances such as &kasa would
come to be treated as the pratiyogin. In other words, if the existence of
the jar elsewhere suggests the judgment ‘ There is no jar on this spot’,
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the contact of dkdéa with a different region should lead to the judgment
‘There 1s no dkase here’. The second alternative which identifies the
upddhs with cognition of space fares no better; for cognition, being
momentary, cannot be regarded as non-existence, because 1t 1s recogmsed
on all hands that reciprocal non-existence (anyonydabhdva) 1is eternal
Nor can the expression ndist: denote kdle (tume), for time being present
universally mn an identical form there would be no pomnt in the negative
judgment referring to the existence of bare duration

The last alternative which says that ndst: denotes space associated
with tume 1s open to all the objections to which the first and second alter-
natives are liable As the expression ndst: cannot be said to refer only
to some upddhi, be 1t deda or kdala or both, and as 1t 1s open to percep-
t10m, 1t must be recognised, say the Naiyayikas, that abhdva 1s a distinct
category

In disproof of this theory the author first urges that 1t 1s liable to be
charged with the defect of multiplymng entities As the negative
judgmenti may well be said to refer to particular spaces, mstants of tune
and states associated with the cogmition of the pratwogin, 1t 1s needless
to posit abhava as a separate category. He who accepts abhava
as a different category thinks that non-existence relates to a parti-
cular place and time For the sake of economy of thought the sud-
dhantin considers the very place and time as the significance of the nega-
tive judgment Again, if the siddhdntin 1s gulty of treating what 1s
negative as though 1t were positive, the opponent 1s equally guilty of the
same mistake Does he not say that abh@vabhive (the negation of a
negation) 1s positive ? Even as the Naiydyika does not treat dhvamsa-
pragabhdve as another kind of non-existence different from the four
varieties already admitted and tries to show that 1t amounts only to the
existence of the jar or 1its posterior non-existence, and just as he does
not treat prigabhava-dvaméa (the subsequent non-existence of posterior
non-existence) as bemg other than the jar or its subsequent non-
existence, even so the siddhantn says that the posterior non-existence of
the pot amounts to the unending series of previous states, and subsequent
non-existence 1s merely the unending series of successive states If it be
said that the Naiyayika draws the line at these four varieties and refuses
to admut further kinds of abhdve only for fear of bemng landed mn an
mfinite regress, it could be said that 1t would be more sensible not to
admit a few varieties and refuse to go further Hence 1t 1s but reason-
able to mamntain that pragabhdva 1s only another name for the unending
series of previous states, and dhvaméa as the name for the unending
series of subsequent states. If this theory 1s borne in mind, the scrip-
tural passage “In the beginnng this was non-existent (asat) ” could be
assigned its primary meaning.
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12  Sarira-laksana-vada

The most prominent among the doctrines that differentiate
Visistadvarta Vedanta from all other schools of Vedantie thought 1s 1t
view that the entire cosmos comprising souls and matter constilutes the
body ($arira) of Brahman For undeistanding the exact sigmficance of
this description of the cosmos 1t 15 necessary to know what precisely s
meant by the term $arra (body). In the Sri Bhasya the body 15 defin-
ed as follows—“that substance which, 1n respect of the acti-
vities m which 1t can engage, 1s capable of being completely
controlled and supported by a conscious entity, and whose nature
consists i being a source of glorification to that conscious entity is the
body of that conscious entity.” The question raised in this chapter is:
Is this a single defimition, or a collection of three definitions ?

The pirvapaksin prefers the latter aliernative, because he thinks
that the three pomnts mentioned in the definition dharyatva, nmyantrtva
and Segatva are not at once necessary, and that any one of them suffices
for making anything a body He thinks that it can be resolved into the
following three definitions ~ (1) That substance which, 1n respect of
the activities 1n which it can engage, is capable of being controlled by a
conscrous entity, 15 the body of thal conscious entity. (it) That sub-
stance which 1s supported by a conscious entity 1s the body of the latter.
(1i1) That substance whose nature consists m being a source of glorifica-
tion to that conscious entity is the body of the latter. A close examna-
tion of these alternative definitions reveals that each word therem has a
definite function to fulfil and none 1s superflucous Take the first defini-
tion. But for the word cetanasye (conscious entity), dharmabhiitaridng
(attributive consciousness) would have to be regarded as the body of
the soul. For dharmabhitajiiana is controlled by the soul in itself, and
not by the soul endowed with consciousness. The term dravye (sub-
stance) clearly shows that all other categories, such as attribute (guna),
and activity (karma), cannot be treated as bodies. From the qualifica-
tion sarvdtmand (always), it follows that the body of another, which a
person may occasionally control, cannot be treated as his own body.
The expression swirthe, meaning in respect of the activities in which
it can engage, shows that the body cannot be controlled in regard to acti-
vities which lie beyond 1ts powers, The human body, for instance, can-
not be expected to fly. ‘ Capable of being controlled’ (dakyam) suggests
that the control need not always be exercised. In the second definition,
the term sarvitmand (always) precludes the possibility of our treating
anything as the body which we may occasionally support. Similarly, in
the last definition the word sarvdtmand serves to exclude the possibility

of our treating servants and others, who occasionally minister unto their
master, as body.
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The view advocated here 1s that 1t 1s a single definition; for each
of these three parts of the definition, taken mn 1tself 1s found to be defec-
tive in some respect or other Take the first defimtion which asserts
that any substance can be treated as a body if it 1s capable of bemng
controlled by a conscious entity in regard to activities which 1t can per-
form. This definition 1s hable to be charged with the defect of being
too broad (ativyapt:) If this defimtion were acceptable, the axe would
have to be regarded as the body of the person wieldmng 1t, smee 1t ful-
fils the requirements of this defimtion On mgorous scrutiny, the other
two definitions are likewise found to be severally defective Hence, 1t
follows that ddheyatva, vidheyatva and Sesatva are all essential elements
in the definition of the body. That this 1s so would follow from a close
study of the celebrated Antaryami Brahmana where the doctrme that
the umiverse 1s the body of God 1s clearly formulated. Take for example
the Brhadaranyaka text “He who stands in the earth (prthvi), who
1s within the earth, whom the earth does not know, whose body the
earth 1s and who controls 1t from within—He 1s thy Self, the Inner Con-
troller, the Immortal ” Here the expression “He who stands m the
earth and who 1s within the earth” teaches ddheyatva. By suggesting
that ¢ the earth does not know Him’ (1.e., does not know that 1t exists
for the sake of the Indweller), §esatva 15 indicated “ Who controlls from
within’ emphasises vidheyatva.

13. Kaivalya-vicara.

Is it at all possible for the soul whose intrinsic nature is to be self-
luminous (svaprakdsa) to be entangled m samsdra ? What precisely is
the nature of kawalya ? These are the two questions raised m this
chapter Those who object to our view may argue that the soul (atman)
15, m 1ts essential nature, bhssful (svatassukhi) and self-lummous
(svaprakisa), and that there is therefore no possibility of its ever bemng
involved in the miseries of earthly existence. They might also consider
1t impossible that when the blissful nature of the self 1s clouded, 1t should
come to be mmplicated in matter For, they may ask, “ Will not the
obscuration of the nature of the self-luminous entity amount to its
destruction (svaripand$ea)? How could the Vilistadvaitin object to the
advaitic view and say that if mayad were to cloud dtman, the latter would
be destroyed thereby ; when the same objection would apply with equal
force to his own contention ? ”

The author’s reply to this objection is that on the advaitic conception
dtman is a mrvidesa-vastu, pure conscioushess, and, hence, with the
obscuration of this consciousness, its very nature 1s m danger of bemg
destroyed , but that, on the visistidvaitic theory, the dtman is savidega
(endowed with qualities). Among other things its essential nature, viz.,
jfdna, 1s the most agreeable kind (anukila) This dnukilye admits
of several degrees, and is always present in some degree, however slight.

Hence the soul does not run the risk of being destroyed. When dnukiilya
N~-5
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is present only in shight degrees, 1t 1s self-revealed, bui is unable to
arrest samsaric ife. Anukilye of the most intense degree 1s apprehended
from the scriptures. When 1t is veiled by karma and thereby reduced
mn intensity, mundane existence aiises.

In the state of kawalya (rcalisation of the nature of one’s own self)
the Antarydanun (the Indweller) shines forth, but not as bemg the object
of the utmost enjoyment Tiue, even the aspirant after self-realisation
(kawalya, dtmavalokana) has to follow the path of seclf-surrender
(prapattz) or loving devotion to God (bhakiy) mn order to remove the
obstacles standing in the way of the successful fruition of karma and
jiigna, the direct means to kawwalye The devotion mmvolved here is,
however, only a means to an end (aupiddhikae). Long after kawwalya has
been attained a person may experience bhaki: m the true sense of the
term as a result of erther direct perception of the spotless nature of the
self (atman), or the merit accumulated through countless births Thus
the essentially blissful nature of the Lord 1s experienced i the fullest
measure only in the stute of final release (mokse), and not in the pen-
ultimate state (1o, kawalye)  Henece the distinction between kawalya
and moksa. Though the former falls short of the ideal state, 1t may justi-
fiably be spoken of as release: for m kawalye the soul has experience
of 1ts own blissful nature, has no births and deaths and has obtamned
complete freedom from all bondage to karme which is the root cause of
all the pleasures and pans of worldly life

Since the thought of the Lord’s blissful nature does not enter mto
the meditation (updsane) of a person who has set up kawalya as his
goal, when his updsane bears fruit he has an mtuitive perception of the
Lord, but does not yet grasp His blissful nature in accordance with what
1s known as tatkratunydya. The case is otherwise with the person who
meditates upon the Lord as a blissful entity.

Bhagavad Ramanuja, however, does not countenance the view that
m the state of kawalya the person 1s denied Brahmananda-anubhava, and
is confined only to Brahmdnubhava or the direct perception of the Lord
For the realisation of one’s own nature must, ceriainly, at some stage
mclude the realisation that one exists only for the sake of the Lord. This
must inevitably lead up to a fuller experience of the blissful nature of the
Supreme Self. Since the scriptures say that he who follows the arciridi-
mirga is led up to the final goal, there is no warrant, he says, for assert-
mg that the person aspiring for kawalya 1s for ever condemned to an
mferior type of mokse. In short, the distinction between these two forms
of release may be expressed thus:—The soul may carry on meditation
(updsana) in one of two ways: It may meditate either on Brahman
having the soul for its body or on the soul having Brahman for its self.
The first type of meditation leads the updsakae straight to moksa; the
second leads up to it only after having traversed the stage of kaivalya.
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OPINION

“I read through your Nydyakulia and congratulate you on its
publication. It will be a valuable addition to the Vifistadvaita classics
now available to the reading public in critical editions ”

Sir S. RADHARRISHNAN,

Spaldimg Professor of Eastern
Ethiwes and Religion
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