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PREFACE,

Ow fathers justly held the subject of Grammar
(Vyakarana) in hugh esteem, and defined 1t as a Sastra
(science)and a Vedanga In any literature, tiue mastery

15 tmpossible without a thorough grasp of the grammar
of the language and this 15 especially the case with
Sanskiit A lLiving language may be learned, without
much grammar, but without an adequate grounding m
giammatl, 1t 18 nof easy to leain adead, classical language.
1t 15 a matter of common knowledge, that under the old
indigenous scheme of education, Indian youths began the
study of Sanskrit, not, as they now do, with a reader, but
with a simphified giammar, containing the elementary
r1ules of declension and conjugation This practice 15 even
now followed, and the student who does not puipose to
acquire the reputation of a grammarian (vaiyakarana) takes
to such other studies as he cares for, the classical treatises
on grammar, of which Sanskrit has such an abundant
number—almost all of matchless excellence-bemng only
studied by special students of the subject  Specialisation
the different bianches of Sanskiit lore—however desirable,
i the 1nterests of a revival of genmne classical scholarship
m India,—1s not now commonr, and, following the traditions
of the west, the greater number of modein students of
Sanskrit des 1e only such an equipment 1 grammar and
phonetics as would enable tham to understand and enjoy the
gems of classical Sanskiit hteratuie My eaperience as a
Sansknt teacher and exanuner has convincod me that nei-
ther the t1aditional cuiriculum for the non-grammarian, nor
the modern scheme of giaduated icaders, furmshes this
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equpment Fuither, a knowledge of Sanskiit, thatis
dependent of an understanding of one of the most charac
teristic forms of Sanskiit literary and scientific expression
and of the system of ‘“notation” adopted i the Sutia
style, 1s, n my humble view, apt to give a very 1nade-
quate 1dea of the power, range and genws of the lan-
guage It 1s true that Panini who remains now, as 1 the an-
clent times, without a peer, as a grammarian, by the very
perfection of his aphorisms and then comprshensiveness,
created difficulties for their understanding by any one not
blessed with the requisite leisure and ascetic mclinations, to
engage on the arduous study of his eight chapteis (Ashta-
dnyay1)—,and that the great commentators, hike Patanjali,
the Vartika-kara and the author of the Kasika, have
added to the difficulties of the study, by clouding the
meaning of Panini, 1na very mist of words Nevertheless, 15
has always struck me, that 1f 1t were possible to prepare an
elementary grammar, wn Sanshrit self, on the basis of
Panini’s unmatched aphorisms, simplifying his principles
and interpreting them 1n accordance with modern tend-
encles—so as to form an mtroduction to Panini, and to the
ordmary classical literature generally, the attempt would be
worth making ~ Strengthened by this conviction, which
kept growing on me since 1895, when I was Principal of
His Highness the Maharaja's Sanskrit College, I publish-
ed a very elementaiy treanise on these lines, 1 Mailaya
lam, 1n November 1907. The success of that experiment,
and the approval 1t has met with from those competent to
Judge, have now emboldened me to publish the following

brief 1ntroduction to classical Sanskrit Grammar, on the
lines of Pamin1  In the light of the avove facts, I make no
apology for submitting the book to the kindly judgment
of fellow-students of Sanskrit, being assured of bemng correct-
ed by their erudition, wherever I have gone wrong, and of
beng strengthened by their sympathy, always.
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The different typographical and other devices, adopt-
ed to emphasise the relative 1mpoitance of various Sutiag
are described 1n a separate note, and the principles on
which I have interpreted and commented on Panmi are
expounded, m the Sanskinit wutioduction, and in the
fitst few pages of the book 1tself It only remains to me
to acknowledge with much gratitude the constant assistance
encouragement and advice I have 1eceived from my re-
vered uncle and preceptor, M R, Ry KeralaVarma Ayl
G 8 1, the doyen of Sanskrit scholarship in South India,
and from my fellow-student, former colleague and friend,
Brahmasri R Narayana Sastriar, the presenthead of the
local Sanskrit College

TRIVANDRUM, )

Sid Aueust 1911, | A. R Rejareja Varma
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