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taken fiom the two gieat epies of this country

and some of the piincipal puranas They are +old

in the words of the authors themselves some
times as they are nariated 1n the ancient books and occasion
ally with omissions wheie the naiiative was unduly long or
required compression In the Ramayanc apart fiom the
main story which has been a source of solace to millions 1n
the land there are few anecdotes of <ufficient 1mportance to
interest and 1nstruct the 1eader It will be scarcely
consistent with the objeet of this publication to 1ssue a
collection of Arvan stories without giving a place to the
story of that gieat epic which has moulded the lives and
guided the aspirations of hundreds of generations 1 this vast
continent A modein composition giving the story of that poem
within the lhimite of a few pages can never possess the charm
or comaand the authority of Valmiki s verse I have decided
therefore to include the story of the Ramayana i the language
of Valmiki in an abbreviated form keeping only to the mam
1ncidents so that the thousands of young men who complete
their school and college education at the present day with no
more knowledge of india s gieatest epic than they might haye
gatheied on the laps of their grandmothers might leain to appie
mate and admire and tieasure 1n their hearts the lofty morality
the heroic deeds and the sublime poetry that adorn the statey
verse of the foremost poet of the land Hundreds of beautiful
passages and 1nnumerable scenes-of surpassing loveliness have
necessarily been sacrificed in this endeavour to give to the
hurred modern world 1n a brief compass a taste of the splendid
product of the greatest poetic genius that has yet been born in

J HF following stories of ancient India have been
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India 1if not 1n all the woild Caie however has been takcn to
pleserve some specimens of Valmikis inimitable pamnting ot
seenes and charncters In the case of the Mahabharata and of
the Puranasfiom which most of the selections have heen made
the task has been compuatively easy The Malabhar ata ind the
Bhagar ata are more 1 the nature of collections of stories which
have been stiung to ether by a very slender thiead than in the
nature of single stories with oceasional anrcdotes  There ale
about forty of them within the covers of this volume  They

~are now presented to the woild as illustiative of the 1ideals of

“duty the force of character the spirit of self saciifice and the
philosophy of life which have inspned and guided the destinies
of mllions of the human race The book # necessaiily
mcomplete without the story of the heroes and heiroines who
played such a great pait in the history of India that they have
retained a peimanent hold on the national consciousness which
no lapse of centuries can loosen But the history of the Gaeas
wat cannot be told 1n the language of Vvasa in less than a
volume by 1tself

The1dea of making such a collection ~as this was fist
suggosted by the now famous convocition speech of Loid
Curzon wherein he challenged the ideals of the Indian peopls
glorified 1n the hiteratures of their countiy scattered in volumes
of enormous bulk some of them even unprinted and practically
1naceessible to most even of those who have a knowledge of
the sacred language of India  They could not easily be quoted
in refutation of His Excellency s strictures Many of his
hearers and most of his readers felt that the attack was unde
sesved but could make no effective 1eply except an indignant
repudiation of what they felt to be « piece of gross injustice
It1 not pretended that, the eollection 1s exhaustive But 1ts pu
pose will have been achieved 1f 1t brings home to Indians and
foreigners alike that +he country has no nced to be ashamed
of the 1deals of hfe and conduct held up to the admuation
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of the people by the literary genius of 1ts greatest men

The problemn of the moial and religious education of the
you*h of this land has been 1epeatedly pressed upon thc atten
tion of the public Vaious solutions have been attempted
All are agieed that no copy book maxims inculcated by the
teachers will stilke a 1esponsive chord 1n’ the minds of thent
youthful pupils The biographies of gieat men especially of
those who have adoined the annals of the country s past are
bound to train the conscience and chaiacter of the young at
an age when good impiessions aie caleulated to prodace thé~
most lasting benefits Esamples of tiuth of self demial of
heioic self sacrifire of wowanly chastity and of high nlial duty
ate calculated to capture the imagination and gwude the con
duct of boys and girls who now receive instiuction merely 1n
the secular leainming of the west  Selections trom this book
may seive as text books for young students of Sanskuit while
the young and old may delijht 1n 1eadin, of the deeds of the
ancient heioes of the land Mrs Annie Besant has endeayour
ed to supply text books 1n English on what she has appto
priately termed th Sanatana Dhuma It 1s hoped that this
colleetion may seive as o fitting supplement to the rules of
mo1al and 1cligious life inculeated 1n the books she has given
to the world as 1t contuns illustiative stories selected from the
same sources that have given her most of the prineciples she
has sct down for the guidance of the youth of India

A Chustian muss onary once asked me what were the 1de i~
which hid guided fhe Indian people 1n the past 1t was easy
10 g1ve the answer that to the Indian life was 4 sacrifice All
the acte of his life all the avocations hd puisues and all the
pleasuies wnd rewards he seeks ale associated with the
conclousness of a 1eligious backgrdund which 15 a prepayation
for suceeeding lives The mlséxqmlv wished to know whethetr
there were any stories which illustiated and enforced this need
1t 15 hoped that this present volume will supply the answer
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The time 1s well suited foir the appearance of this volume
when thete 1s an awakening of a national consciousness vague
as 16 may be The cry of love for the mother land which sepms
to be the expfession of a new national life whatever 1ts absurd
excesses 1s & call to all who have hopes of a great future for
ther* country to joia 1nthe noble work of blending 1n a common
unity the diversified peoples of India on the basis of a herole
past the memories of which still ive amon@gst us  No nation
has ever achieved greatness with a contempt for 1its past
Hven Japan puissant in her newly found strength 1s no
exception

The stories of heroes and maityrs of sages wnd samnts atc
the necessaiy fuel tothe flame of national lhfe wnd national
enthusiasm  India has reat reason to be pioud of her past
for men and women have been born in the couise of her long
and ancient history whose feats of aims whose love for. huma
nity whose 1deal lives and whose splendid self sacrifice
have been unto this day a lesson to the woild  We Indians
have every cause to chetish them wnd 10 the love of then grenl
ness and the goodness to kindle in every Indian bieast a new
longing for national umty as 1 foundition on which may be
bult @ new gLeatness

I cannot forget that this book can only appeal to @
comparatively himited class aequainted with Sanskrit or en
gaged 1n 1ts study If 1t should happen to meet with the appro
#al of those whose judgment in such mbtters 1s entitled to
respect 1t will not be long before these stories ean be pub 1 an
English garb  The woik 18 the 1esult of the labours of several -
pdndits who bave helped me 1n the selection of the stogies
their revision and their condensation My grateful acknowledg
ments are due to them

Liuz MYLAPORE ?

1st January 1808 V Krishnaswaml lyer
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