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PREFACE.

re———

E have great pleasure in publishing the
Second Volume of this grand Mallakavya
with the famous commentarysof Sri Appayya
Dikshita. The succeeding_yvolumes also will be
issued soon, at no distant date from each other.
The first volume was very well received by all
the scholars throughout the world and we are
sure that a study of this and the subsequent
volumes would greatly enhance the admiration
for the two great geniuses wuiz., Sri Vedanta
Desika and Sri Appayya Dikshita who, by their
combination, have conferred upon this work a
unique distinetion.

T. K. Balasubrahmanyam.
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LIFE

oF

Sri Appayya Dikshita.

- D YRS

T is with feelings of the deepest reverence and the
highest admiration that we apf)roaeh the life of the
illustrious Dikshita than ghom the world has never

seen & profounder scholar or a more devout Bhakta,
There is a halo of sanectity around the name of our kero—
for certainly he was one of the greatest heroes of this
country—and the very thought of him will not fail to
inspire the holiest and warmest feelings in any right-
thinking person who has had the fortune to read bis
immorbal works. The word ‘Dikshita’ means ‘one who
has performed a Sacrifice.” Sacrifices have been perform-
ed in this eountry, time without beginning, by countless
persons, but from the Mountain to the Cape, the word
Dikshita, without any further description, has come to
attach itself exclusively to the great Soul from whose pen
proceeded the commentary upon the Yadavabhyudays.
The eountry round Kanchi —the holy city which has from
the earliest times been a great centre of learning—hat
iven birth to many a great scholax. The author of the

‘wavabhudaya. was born in the city and the commenta-
helongs to Adayappalam, a village near it. Oux Dikshita
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was not the first scholar of bis family. The family boasts
of a succession of distinguished Pandits both befors and
after him. The family traces its descent from the sage
Bbaradvaja who in his humble cottage gave princely
entertainments to the heroes of the Ramayana with all
thoir retinue. Acharya Dikshita was the paterns! grand-
father of our hero. He was popularly known as
Vakshasthalacharys Dikshita. The story as to how he
acguired thab cunous name is interesting. Krishna Deva
Raya, the great kmg of Vijayanagar, who ruled from
1509 to 1530 A. D. paid a-visit to Conjeevaram, While
he was worshipping the God Varadaraja in company with
his wife and retinue, Acharys Dikshita composed the
following Sloka.

Fifaw TNt fie s Py |
T GTAAT T EeHIa ||

‘Beholding 8 women of gold-like complexion looking
like Liakshmi herself, Varada fell into a doubt and looked
at his bosom (to see if Lakshmi was there).” The God
mistook the woman for Lakshmi and suspected that His
consort Lakshmi had quitted Her seat in His bosom
and looked at His bosom to make sure whether she was
there. The idea was extremely happy and Krishna Deva
was 80 enamonred of it that he thenceforward called him
Vakshasthalacharys Dikshita. The Sloka is quoted by
Appayya Diksbita in his Chitramimamsa as an example
of Bandehalankaradhwani and it is stated by
“author to be taken from a work which is known’
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Varadarajsa Vasantotsava. Acharys Dikshita enjoyed
the patronage of Krishna Deva Raya. Nilakants Dikshita
in his drama called Nalacharita refers to him as Acchan
Dikshita—Acchan being the Tamil woréd for Acharya—and
states that he was worshipped by Krishna Deva. Acharya
Dikshitsa was renowned not only for his learning, but also
for the deeply religious life he led. He performed all the
racrifices and dedicated his life to the service of God and
His creatures. He married two wives. The fifst was of
a family of Saiva persuasion like limself. The second
was Totaramba, daughter of Srirangarajacharya who was
ot & distinguished orthodox Siivaishnava family known
as Sri Vaikuntacharya Vamsa. What a commentary
this upon the present-dav probibition of intermarriages
between the worshippers of Siva and Vishnu! Two of
the most orthodox families of the two sects connected
themselves freely so recently as within four centuries ago.
Does not this afford conclusive proof that the distinetions
of modern days are not only not sanctioned by the
Sastras, but are opposed to ancient custom? Totaramba—
whose name, by the way, is the same as that of the
mother of Vedanta Desika—gave birth to four sons of
whom the eldest was Srirangarajadhvari or Srirangara-
jamakbi, The name of the maternal grandfather was
by his desire given to the eldest son. Rangarajadhvari
followed in the footsteps of his father and led a thorough-
ly Vaidika life. He has made valuable contributions o
&e Vedanta literature. He was the author of Advaita

'dya Mukura, Vivarana Darpans and other works.
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Two sons were horn to him. The elder was Appa-
Dikshita, our commentator, and the younger was Acchan
Dikshite whose grandson was Nilakanta Dikshita, the
faxnous author of the Nilakanta Vijaya Champu,

Although Apps Dikshita was the original name of
our Dikshita, he was popularly called Appayya Dikshits
adding the honorific suffix Ayya. To this day he is
known only by the l4tter name. He calls himself Appa
Dikshita in the Parimala. He is indifferently called
Appaya (with s singie q) or Appayya (with double )
acocording to the necessities of the rhythm by Nilakanta
Dikshita, Samara Pungavas Dikshita, Gangadbara Vaja-

peyayaji and Jagannatha Panditarajn in their verses
ahout him,

Appayys Dikshita was born in 1552 A.D. The date
of his birth is fixed with tolerable certainty. Sivananda
Yalindra who was descended from him and who has
written his life specifically gives the above date. The
same date is inferrable from certain partioulars given
by Nilakanta Dikshita. He sat at the feet of his learned
and boly father and learned all the Sastras including the
Vedanta. In his religious works he refers to his grand-
father and to his father who was also his Guru, with the
warmest admiration and with the deepest reverence, In
the Sivarkamanidipika, which he shortly refers to as the
Manidipika in the Pancharatradhikatans of his Parimala.
be offers bis respects to his grandfather in the followin/
Kloka.



v

AT T JIEE-
granddifiga sh shrarirarm |
RN ErI I
FEARTAHEAIATIE 999 1
In the next Sloka of the same work he salutes s
father as follows

7 we fafaater: gaafa ardnag
AR e AITE: b

 Fdg ARG |
sigrasEs fiac adish

The latter Sloka ocems 1n the Nyayarakshamani
aldo Ip the Sivatattvaviveka he refers to him as his
Guru though not by name o1 as hig father

He winds up the first Pada of his Parmmala by a
glowing description of his father’s literary and spintusl
greatness in the following beautiful verses

FNTIIR TR IH IR H TSR |

EICER BEL NG IR G R Ly e are B
HhrSIRERroFOEET SRRy |
TR e Rerafgermfoa |
wgamty argad fygw Rl 08 it Yafwe)
TaAEREERT Fegad Pragam: waw: o )
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In the opening of the Siddhantalesasangraha, he
vefers to his father’s exposition of the Vedanta to himself
as follows:

T@T=T GUgn Hfafafagraagn~y:
aﬁrm&ﬁm@r&rﬁamﬁaﬁl

At the end of the third Pada of the first chapter of
the Pa.ring.a.la he refers to his father and to his paternal
grandmother’s family in the following manner.

SsESTRA g aaa At |

T AFTIZIRAS FARTTRATS Raw
oo arRrswivg waRaRR PR |

He was proud of his own family as well as his
father’s connection with the family of Sri Vaikunta-
charys.

From his childhood he was of the most studious
habits and he applied himself hard to master all the
Tantras. His father, who was a thorough scholsr, tanght,
him all the Sastras and instructed him in the Vedanta, of
course on the Advaitic basis. We know it from our
author as well as from the works of his father that
the latter was an out and out Advaiti by convietion
and that he impressed his Advaitic knowledge upon the
mind of his son and pupil. Appayya Dikshita's grand-
father also was a firm Advaiti. Our author from hi
shildhood had an ardent passion for the worship of Sivd
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Although his father had instrueted him completely in the
Nirguna Vidya of Advaitism, his love of Siva got the
better of the impressions made by his father’s teachings
and he began to labour hard for the cause of the Saiva
cult and wrote many powerful books to make it unassai-
lable. Tyadition has it that Sri Nrisimhasrama Swami,
a great Advaita Acharya, the author of the Bhedadhik-
kara and the Advaita Dipika,, hearing of the
greatness of Dikshita and his inaction in the cause of
Advaitism, went to him from his hermifage on the banks
of the Narmada and made him recall to his mind the
Advaitie instruction given him by his great father and
resolve to work in that field. He then wrote his great
Advaitic works—the Parimala, Nyayarakshamani, Sid-
dhantalesasangraha and others. The tradition receives
considerable corroboration from the author’'s own state-
ment in the opening Sloka of the Parimala that be had
forgotten for & time the truths he had been taught by
his Guru and that he was awakened by a great perso-
nage. The sloka is as follows:—

gafreafend frogaalt @@ Sfud o3 |
ey Rrawdiay qumia sarsQf Fegaed ||

The literary and spiritual greatness of Dikshita spread

his name far and wide throughout the country. His
grandfather had been enjoying the patronage of Krishna
Deva, one of the greatest kings of Vijayanagar. Althoflgh
vthe kingdom had received a crushing blow at the battle
Talikota in 1565 A.D. in the 15th year of Dikshita
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a dynasty known as the Third Dynasty sprang up and
the kings of that dynasty ruled for nearly a century over
& part of the original Empire. The three famous
brothers Ramaraya, Tirumalai Raya, and Venkatadri
had gained considerable influence and power in the
Vijayanagar State during the reigns of Achyuta Raya and
Sadasiva, the last kings of the Second Dynasty. They
were de facto kings and Achyuta and Sadasiva were more
or less at their mercy. Ramaraya and Tirumalai
married respeetively Tirumalamma and Vengala,
daunghters of Krishna Deva.‘Ra.ya.. Achyuta reigned from
1580 to 1541-42 A.D. Sadasiva was king in name from
1342 to 1567 A.D. Bama Raya and Venkatadri were both
killed in the battle of Talikota, and Tirumalai alone of
the three brothers survived the battle. From 1565 till
1567 he recognised Sadasiva as bis sovereign though only
nominally. In 1568 he issaid to have murdered Sadasive
and seized the throne for himself.

Tirumalai had four sons. On his death in 1574,
bis second son Ranga II succeeded to the throne and
ruled till 1585 A.D. The youngest brother Venkata I,
also known as Veunkatapati, suceeeded him and occupied
the throne till 1614 A.D. The above history is taken
from Mr. Robert Sewell’s ‘Forgotten Empire.” In his
Antiquibies, Mr, Sewell gave a different genealogy.
There he states that Tirmmalai or Timma was the son
of "Rama, Rajah. The opening verses of Dikshita'
commentary on the Yadavabbyudays refer to Rama Raje,
“Timma Reja, and Chinna Timmea as kings in mmesswn){
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Timms is only another name in Telugu for Tirumalai.
The reference to Timma in the verses appears to be as
the son of Rama Raja, although it is not impossible to
interpret them consistently with the genealogy given in
the Forgotten Empire i.e., making Timma the brother
of Rama Raya. Chinna Timma evidently is the same as
Ranga II, the son and suecessor of Tirumalai. Very
likely the son of Timms was populary called Chinns
Timma., The commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya was
written by the desire of Chinna Timma, as stated by the
author himself. The family af our Dikshita had been
connected with the kings of Vijayanagar for a long time
When Timma succeeded to the throne in 1567 A.D.,
Dikshita was 17 years old and had evidently become a
full blown scholar. 'When Chinns Timms succeed
Timma, Dikshita was twenty-five, and when Venkatapati
ascended the throne, he was thirty-six. He was 64 when
Venkatapati died in 1614, Dikshita appears to have been
the Chief Pandit of the Courts of these three successive
Kings. At the end of Kuvalayananda, the author says

W FEAFRARILILIGE: |
PrarmgEa: Frenfefad: |

‘Apps Dikshita wrote this work Kuvalayananda by the
command of Venkatapati full of spontaneous generosity’.
This shows that Kuvalayananda was written during his

eign and that Dikshita was conneoted with him. In the
ivarkamanidipiks, Dikshita refers to his then patron as
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Chinna Bomma. He states that he wrote the work at
the instance of King Chinna Bomma. He says
areRaRay ey
EUSOET: a6 T4 |
A TE el
A Agy AReHET: ||

The fiext Sloka which recounts the good qualities of
Chinna Bomma is not-to be found in some manusecripts,
but the sloka succeeding it which refers to his greatness
a8 a King is found in all tHe manuscripts. Samarapun-
gava Dikshita,who was the grandfather of Gangadhara Va-
japeyayaiji, the author of the Rasikaran)ini, a commentary
on the Kuvalayananda, and whose brother is stated in
the Rasikaranjini to have been a pupil of our Dikshita in
the Vedanta, states in his Yatraprabandha that Chinna
Bomma on the occasion of his Golden Abhishekam oco-
vered Dikshita with Gold. He says:

FIUXAH FEA FAFISATSH, ||

We would humbly suggest that Chinna Bowmma
miy be identical with Chinna Timma. Of course there is
no absolute eertainty in these matters, and we only
the suggestion as a probable one. During the rqignm?
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Achyuta Deva Raya of Vijayanagar, there was an inserip-
tion made near Guotur by Sriman Mallayya Chinna
Bomma Nripati who was probably one of the Chieftains
of the Kingdom. Although there is an identity of names,
the date of the inscription which was before Dikshita'g
time is against the identity cf the Chinna Bomms of the
inseription with the patron of our author. About
Venkatapati there is no doubt wwhatever. Whatever
doubts there may be about names, it is cerfain that
Dikshita enJoymhe munificent ang worshipful patro-
nage of his contemporary kings of Vijayanagaram.

His connection with the Kings placed him in posses-
sion of ample funds to perform all sacrifices on a grand
scale. He was extremely kind-hearted by nature and
the story is told that when the goats which were to be
the victims were crying he was lost in pity and he finally
made up his mind to perform the sacrifice exclaiming
‘Veda, I trust you' (CesGu eerler ruedCarer), Whe-
ther the story is true or not there is no doubt of his ex-
treme sympathetic nature which pervades his writings.
It is said in the South that Bhattoji Dikshita, the great
grammarian who wrote the Siddhantakaumudi, Praudha-
manorama, Sabdaekaustubba and other great works, paid
a visit to Dikshita on his way to Ramesvaram from the
north. But the northern people would have it that
Bhattoji made his first acqaintance with Dikshits at
Benares. It is not important to inquire which versibn
s correct. There is no doubt that both of them lived at

enares for some time. A Pandit of Bhattoji's scholar~
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ship and oculture could not fail to be struck by the holi-
ness, scholarship and genius of Dikshita, and he had no
hesitation in making up his mind to seek him as his
Guru. He sat at Dikshita’s feet and learned the
Bhashya of the Brahma Sutras and several other works
written by Dikshita. In his work known as the Tabtva-
kawstubha, Bhattoji quotes from the Madhvatantra-
mukbamardana of Dikshita. Bhattoji was a deyoul

Vishnu-Bhakta. In'the opening of the Sabdakaustubha,
he says.—

T} SRR EA AR |
WENSAE GV TR TSYHEY |l

The various illustrations he gives in the Siddhanta
Kaumudi also point to the same conclusion. For illus-

trating the use of @l and I be composes the following
Sloka.

sirareaTag Ardftg TarRy ASRA & |
@rh ¥ WSk @ eR: wrg amiy A £ |

Dikshita’s breadth of mind and freedom from preju-
dice, which we sbhall amply demonstrate later, must
have made it quite easy to Bhattoji fo accept a
Sivabhakta for his Guru. If the acceptance by Bhattoji
of Dikshita as his preceptor enhanced the latter's repu-
tation, it was also fruitful of evil. Dikshita's connec-
tien with Bhattoji as his master brought him into un-
pleasant relations with Panditaraja Jagannatha. Bbat-
toji read Vyasksranam under Krishna Dikshita the
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author of Prakriya Prakasa. Jagannatha's Vyakaranam
teacher was Viresvara Dikshita, the son of Krishna Dik-
shita. Bbattoji in his Praudhamanorams disapproved
of some of his master’s views. 'This enraged Jagannatha
and determined him to take a vow of lifelong enmity
with Bhatto)i and persons connected with him. Jaga.n-
natha was a great favourite of the Mogul Emperor
Shah Jahan, .

In his Bhamini Vilasa he says that his yduth was
spent upon the palm of the Emperox of Delhi.

‘fehamanitessas fid a4 qa:

He wrote a work named Asaf Khan Vilasa, the story
of Nawab Asafkhan. He states in the opening of that
work that he was dubbed with the title of Panditaraja by
the Emperor Shah Jahan. In one of his public dispu-
tations with Bhattoyi, our Dikshita is said to have
favoured the side of his pupil Bhattoji. That was enough
to rouse the implacable hatred of the poet of the Moghul
Court. Jagannatha hated Dikshita as bitterly as he hated
Bhattoji. Bhattoji is said to have insnlted Jagan-
natha by calling him Mlechcha ( #@%8 ) in a publie
assembly. Jagannatha swore that he would prove himself
0 be & Mlechcha by ravishing Bhattoji's Manorama. The
Manorama was a work of Bhattoji and the word also
means ‘a beautiful woman’. He, or his disciples under his
supervision, wrote Manorama Kuchamardana in refutm-
tion of the views of Bhattoji expressed in the Manorama.
Nagesa Bhatta in his commentary on the Kavya Prakasa
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refers to the msult oftered by Bhattonn and the retaha-
tion of Jagannatha in the presence of \ppayya Dikishita
n the following Sloka

roriregrgdeamiay geaiRom
TR arstafasa aafy fesh wdifsmr |
FeacaTaRy EfafEr T gz
Frarer saramrTaEerET, Ruar i

Jagannatha himgelf 1n his work known as Sabda-
Kaustubha Sanottejanu refers to the encowmagement
given by Dikshita to Bhattop as follows —

FrqeagIE RN AT
AATGAIAE SHASTIAL |

The hatied Jagannatha conceived for Bhattoyi was
freely extended by him to hig Guru also  Jagannaths
took the cudgel against the views of Iikshita expressed
. hig works of rehtoric  Great genius and scholar as he
was, Jagannatha was certainly not justihed in epeaking
contemptuously of a scholar of Dikshita’s eminence
whose colossal contitbutions to the religious literature
have placed the Hindu world under the deepest obliga-
tion and whose pure, unsullied ard spuitusl hfe will
mspire to the end of time the noblest scntiments In
his Sasisena, Jagannatha says

FrragaTeTTaRN
arfeeragay e |
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He wrote an attack on Dikshita’s Chitramimamsa, a
wor}: of rebtoric. The condemnatory work opens with
the following proud challenge.

" ggw faara wawr agdifaEr-
AR aRarieg gaonany |
feriedr afy sggn R
TEAEESTSHIZTN TR |

In his Rasagangadbatviya he refers to Dil:shita. in
contemptuous terms and combats S views. In rebtoric
Panditaiaja may be a greater authority than Dikshita,
but rehtoric was the least part of the latter. His great-
ness was as a mhglous controversialist and as such no
one can deny that he is unsurpassed and unswrpassable.
The Kuvalayananda he wrofe by the command of bis
king. A greuat part of his time was taken up by the prac-
tice of the daily ritual and by meditation. What leisure
be had, he Liad to utilise for the writing of his religious
works. One work like the Sivarkamamdipike or the
Parimala would be epough to immortalise a writer's
name. But how many works have come from Dikshita’s
pen? Heis generally described as the writer of 104
works. Small wonder therefore that Panditaraja should
be able to combat some of Dikshita's views expressed in
the Kuvalayananda and the Chitramimamsa.

It is interesfing to turn from the bitter censure gf
Jagannatha to the appreciative references made to Dikshitea
by Kbandadevs the great Mimamsaka who was Jagan-
natha’s father's Mimamss teacher. He is one of the

2

-
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greatest authorities on the Purvamimamsa. He refers to
Dikshita as a great Mimamsaka (n'iﬂiﬂtqﬁ-‘ru) aithough
he dissents from some of lus views.

After spending a year or so in Beuares, Dikshita re.
turned to the South, He felt that his end was approa
ehtng and he wanted to expire at the holv eity of Chid.
ambaram. All his life be had worshipped Lord Sive
with rapturous devdtion. What could be move pleasing
to him than to end I:is earthly existence before the holy
feet of Lis heloved Lord? A man’s real religious and
moral worth is often saids to be tested by the maaner of
bis death. Remembrance of the Lord in the last moments
is insisted on in the Gita as a necessary condition of sal-
vation. What thought fills the dying mun in his last
moments, that he becomes after death. Hven if the
dying man should be in a perfectly unconscious state, if
he was s good devotee, the Lord whom he served all his
life, will awaken in him = clear remembrance of Himself
and lead him to the goal. The Lord says

qast faram d FrgasmaRnng |
o€ WU AR A g alkwy |

The verh @MW is interpreted as having the causal
signification of ‘making him remember’. Dikrhita re.
tained full conscionsness till his death, The Gitacharya
frromises * As is the contemplation duting life, so is the
realisation at and after death.’

et wrm a@ fafzaafa anedt |
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Dikshita was absorbed all his life in rapturous love
for his AFV-GAWL.  Surely the God whom be worship-
ped would not be God if He did not stand by a life-long
devotee of Himself at the hour of death and make Him-
gelf visible to him and lead him into the Light-Bternal.
Let us hear Dikshita’s own de<cription of his last thoughts
and vision. His last words were

fargeretary g¢ bk grrwe

garg PedssTen gFaqs, FiEEan |
J3ife @A GETER 47 9T R

7 Pfrgady Rravd faoy aa ||
AT EIZHFFITAZIEIT

SNTAAAT 77 7 aRITEM ST |

“This city of Chidambara is well known for its sacred-
ness Splendidly modest sons (have been born to me).
Some good works have also been written. My years are
more than seventy. Longing for pleasure, I have none.
I want nothing. Only I am anxious to see my Lord’s
place. There flashes in my heart the rising Sun of the
light of the Lotus-Feet of the Dancer of the Golden Hall ’

So saying he expired and joined the Lotus-Feet of
his Liord. Dikshita was about seventy-two when bhe
died, He left eleven sons. His brother’s grandson
Nilakanta Dikslita was with him at Chidambaram in,
his last days. Dikehita 1s said to have blessed him more
than any of bis sons. When Dikshita expired with
the unfinished Sloka in his mouth, his sons are said to
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T SRR
garATgeel i samr |

‘ Certainly the bewildering night of Samsara filled
with the fierce demons of bnrths and deaths Has come to
an end.’

Berore entel*ix;g upon a review of the important
works of Dikshita- we must lay special stress on the
breadth of mind and magnanimity which were characte: -
stie of him. As we have said before, Advaitism was
accepted by him as the truc philosophy. His father and
grandfather firmly believed in Advaitism, and although
the former died when Dikshita was quite young, he had
taught him impressively the religion of Sankarn. It is an
important tenet of Advaita that intense Bhakti to Saguna
Brahma (lavara) leads to the realisation of Nlrguna
Brahma. At the very opening of the Sivatattvaviveka,
Dikshita states that the nneonditioned Brahma propound-
ed by the Upanishads is beyond description by way of
praise and that he therefore composed the Sikbarinimala
in praise of Siva the conditioned Brabma. Inthe opening
of the Sivarkamanidipika he says

Taea O ARfeRTEEEEL T
AT T RIS HE TR |
a3 sergarat 3 frggat wiik Rt
qRATETRA GRET TEEET ||



xix

TATTIALILT TRIGRIETHI: |
EmarET garaRraR aEE ||

‘Although the Upanishads and the Agamas together
with all the Puranas, Smritis and Itihasas like the
Mahabharata are centred in Advaita alone, although the
Brahmasuttas also convey e thinkers the same
1dea, although Advaitism was the religion embraced by
the great teachers ofugtlike Sankard, still an ,inclina-
tion for the Advaita is prode”bz the Grace of Lord
Siva and by that alone.’ ‘ - )

The above is an apology for his writing a comment-
ary on the Sutra Bhashya of Nilakanta which incul-
cates the worship of Siva as the means of salvation.
Dikshita’s faith in Advaitism did not prevent Lis enter-
g sympathetically into the heart of the Saiva cult—
which 1s diametrically opposed to the Unity of the Advaita
-—and expounding 1t more powerfully than any Saiva
Acharya has ever been able to do. This is only a small
part of the liberalism of Dikshita. Unfortunately in
modern times devotion to one of the two Murtis, Siva or
Vishnu, has come to imply necessarily hatred for the
other Murti. It must be said to the everlasting credit of
Dikshita that he was entirely free from any the slightest
prejudice against Vishnu although he yielded fo none in
devotion for Isvara. His Varadaraja Stava and Sri Krishna
Dbyanapaddhati breathe genuine and intense love of
Vishnu His great Advaitic works, the Parimala and the
Nyayarakshamani, open with the following extremely fine
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sloka in praise of Vishnu.
I DNIFSAT TATSHATIE
s Ay garehe gan |
7 SEgAlRE TRy
3 @ ¥ Rag el g3 |l
The same sloka is placed at the commencement of
the Kuvalayananda. This Sloks breathes as intense
devotion for Vishnu as that breathed for Siva by the

author’s following favounite Sloka which is placed at ths
commencement of his great Saiva works.

FEATGEAIAT: TRYTTS-
& Pryeal freayg aogwd
AR FATBRAIAGE U]

arrafrag=ag a9 FEr |

The following is the opening Sloka of Dikshita's
eommentary on the Yadavabhyudsya.

S I RERDEIR B UE G
WFSEIL AR NABTHATETH, ||

The Sloka is as full of rapturous devotion for
Krishna as any Sloka of Suka in the Sri Bhagavata. In
the first Sloka of the Madhvatantra Muokhamardana ha
clearly says that it matiters not whether Siva or Vishon
is worshipped as the Saguns Brahms and that he would
not at all quarrel with the worshipper of Vishnu. He
wrote commentaries on the Brahmasutras from the
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standpoints of the four principal schools, viz., those of
Sankara, Ramanma, Madhva and Nilakantha. The
Nayamayukhamalika of Dikshita is an elaborate com-
mentary on the Sutras in accordance with Ramanuja's
interpretation  Dikshita gives the Madhva exposition of
the Sutras, in his Nyayamuktavali and his own com-
mentary thereon. The Ratnatrayapariksha and %the
commentary thereon were written Py Dikshita to give &
olear 1dea of Srikanta’s interpretation of the Sutmms. The
books written by Dikshita in accordgnee with the schools
of Ramanuja, Madhva and Nilakanta might with advan-
tage be read as text-books bY the followers of those
schools. By conviction Dikstita was an Advaiti.
Advaatism was the religion his mind accepted as true,
but worship of Siva was the religion of his heart. Ha
had not the slightest tinge of hatred for Vishnu; on the
contrary, he fully sympathised with the worship of Vishnu
and wag himself a good lover of Him He saw no differ-
ence between Siva and Vishnu who were different forms
of the Saguus Brahman, but hus heart leaned by nature
towards Siva. A frank confession 1s made by him of
his bias in the famous verse ending with the following
line quiy WRE@EI-gAAL | Diksbita’s magnanimity of
heart is lamply testified to by his writing a commentary
on a poem of Desika who was the leader of a rival religi-
ous school.

We cannot within the short compags of an introdud-
tion give anything like a full idea of the invaluable
contributions of Dikshita to the Sanskrit literature. We
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must rest content with referring to some of his important
works and touching upon their greatness. Dikshita was
a thorough master of the Mimamsa. FEvery one of his reli-
gious works is full of extromely learned discussions of
the canons of the Mimamasa as applied to the interpre-
tation of the Vedanta. He delighted in Mimamsa
discussions, and his Vedantic works give us as clear an
insight into the canons of the Mimamsa as the best text-
books on the subject. The Sivarkamanidipike dis-
plays the most throughgoing knowledge of Mimam-
sa, Vyakarana, Nvaya, Rebtorie, and in fact, of the
whole field of Sanskrit lfterature. What Vachaspati,
Sudarsana and Javatirtha have done for the Bhashyas of
Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhva, Dikshita has done for
the Bhashya of Srikanta. Tn many places the book is more
an original discussion than & commentary. As an intellec-
tual treat, there is not & more learncd and well-reasoned
and interesting work than the Sivarkamanidipika.
The author has, against his own Advaitic conviation, to
fight as best he could for establishing Dvaitism and
demolish Advaitism. His genius evolves Purvapakhsas
and Siddhantas for the different Adhikaranas to arrive at
Dvaitic conclusions with a throughness which must
astound for ever the greatest thinkers. To the Siva
Bhakta, the book is a priceless treasure. The author pro-
nounces Srikants to bave been a practiser of the Dahara
Vadya. He detects that fact by a eritical examination
of Srikanta's references to the different Vidyas. In his
eommentary on the sloka
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Dikshita appears to incline to the view that Srikanta
came after Ramanuja and Madhva. That view would
differ from the statement in the Sankara Vijaya of
Madhavs ~that Srikanta was a contemporary of Sankara.
The Sikharinimala consists of sixty slokas in praise of
Siva. The vetses contain arguments for the suprdmacy of
Siva and the Siwvatattva Viveka is a commentary upon
them. The Sivatattva Viveka is an elaborate attempt to
establish that Siva is the Lor® of the Universe For the
Saiva cult no book has done more service than the Siva-
tattva Viveka. BEven from a purely intellectual point of
view, the book will not fail to elieit the admiration
of all impartial scholars The Parmala is an extremely
elaborate cominentary on the Kalpataru which is a
commentary on the Bhamat: which 1n its turn is a com-
mentary upon the Bhashya of Sankara on the Sutras.
Madhusudana Sarasvati refers to the Parimala as an emi-
nent authority on the Advaita  Brahmananda defines
Vedanta Sastra as being comprised of the five
books, wvwz. the Brahma Sutras, Savkara Bhashya,
Bhamati, Kalpataru and Parimala. The author of the
Kalpataru was himself s great Mimamsaka and he
discusses a large number of Mimamsa Nyayas in the
Kalpataru., This gives great scope to Dikshita for disouss-
ing almost all the Nyayas of the Mimamsa elaborately in
the Parimala. The value of the Parimala as a guide for
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understarding the Kalpataru is spoken of bighly in the
Nalacharita in the following sloka.

i felfwafaall s wadr sTrFgany |

Asly seqaecdiowm afguasel gdiLd |

X ‘Appa Dikshite, how shall I describe your muni-
ficence which is beyond praise? Even that Kalpaka
tree (Kalpataru) which gives all that is asked for depends
gpon ySur words for their Artha (meaning, pecuniary
gain}.’ .

The Parimala is as powerful an advocacy of Advaita
a8 the Sivarkamanidipika 1 of Visishtadvaita. We are re-
minded of the great Vachaspati who wrote commentaries
on all the six Narsanas saying the very best that can be
said for each of them. In the Siddhantalesa Sangraha,
Dikshita has extracted all the different views of the
different writers on Advaita on all controversial points.
The Advaita Acharyas differ on such points as
ORI or A AAATE, farrgiafinag or salenany,
qiigey. Dikshita states clearly all the different views

on esch subject and discusses them. How can there be
gontradictory views among the Advaita Acharyas them-
melves on the same point? Dikshita gives a beautiful
soswer, All the Acharyas agree in affirming the unity
of the Soul and the unreality of the phenomenal world.
Eor the world of fiction different explanations are given
nccording to the ingenuity of each Acharya. What if
different explanations are given for a mere fiotion? The
Nyayarakshawani is & splendid exposition of the Advaitio
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interpretation of the first Adhyaya of the Brahmasutras.
It iz a clear and an elaboiate exposition of the meaning of
the Sutras. The book contains a great many original argu-
ments both for the Purvapaksha and the Siddhanta under
each Adhikarana In the Anandamayadhikarana, his argu-
ments are simply brilhant. The language of the Sutras
of that Adhikarana 1s distinetly in favour of the interpre-
tation of the Vrittikara. Though Sankars in his Bhashya
after setbing forth in full the interpretation of t‘ixe Vritti-
kara refutes it on the strength of the Upanishads, he
does not convince us that the language of the Sutras is
o favour of bis view. He himself sees that the language
must be forced a good deal to be interpreted in consonance
with his views. He says tbat the Sutras must somehow
or other be interpreted suitably to his views. Dikshita
goes a great way to show how appropriate the language
is to suit the meaning of Sankara. The Upakramg
Parakrama is an elabrate discussion of the Upakrama
Nyaya of the Mimamsa, as applied to the Vedanta. The
Vidhirasayana is a clear and full treatise on the nature
of the different kinds of Vidhis. The author himself has
written a commentary upon 1t. The Kuvalayananda,
Chitramimwmsa and Vritti Vartikam are his works on
rehtoric. The Nakshatra Vadavali is & work on Vya-
karana. The Ramayanatatparya Sangraha and Maba-
bharatatatparys Sangraha establish that the two Itibasgs,
propound Siva as the Lord of the Universe. Dikshita
bas written numerous other works. Some of them are
extant, and some others are known only by their names.
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e was aversatile gemus and his scholarship was
the widest and the decpest He was 1eally & Sarvatantra
Swatuntra which epithet bhe himself inteiprets in his
ecommentary on the Yadasabbyudays as meanng—'one
who ean, according to s pleasuire, prove o disprove any
systgm of 1ehigion or philosophy’

We will now discuss the authorship of the commen-
tary ona.the Yadavabhyudaya as 1t might appear
strange that Dikshita should have wiitten a commentary
on o poem of Vedanta Desika  Dikshita bunself 19 said
ta have enumerated Ins we ks m the following veises

AETagZaaoTITSer |1Ed. |
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aFarIaRAAT AFereraata: ||
TG FURREeEg |
HMEIEERA = Jaqed™ = fegas |l
A AFAIHAAAEGTE |

SAAEHRED qEFAATA AT n
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TGITEHT FAT SEATETHAT |
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au RraRofrmrer seadeaET: |
Praa<afaisa Rrasvmd qar |
RrardaTETI ISR SR |
Hrsraranagzayr FHrieeamag ||
Hatararatnie STHFATUHA: |

o Y 9 T gaedn Sriefian )

The commentary on the Yadavabhyudayais included
in the above list. Every scholar who has written about
the life of Dikshita has included it as one of his works

All  the available meanuscripts of the com®
mentary give the full description of Dikshita in the
colopbon. The deseniption cannot apply to any otber.
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The commentator could not have been a follower of
Ramanujs, because, if it were so, there should bave been
Blokas in the opening in praise of Vedanta Desika. The
abgence of any Mangala Slokas in praice of the poet, is
eonclusive proof that the commentary was not written by
& Vinishtadvaiti. The commentary does not contain many
quotations from Vigishtadvaitic works which we should
cortainly expect to find if one of that school had wrnitten
it. At the same time the commentary brings out accu-
rately the secret doctvines of the Vaishnava seet, where
ever the text suggests them. It would be ditheult to
find an author outsule the Sri Vashnava communiby,
barring our Dikshita, who could have correctly learned the
secret doctrines of the school of Ramanuja. Vyasaraya,
the great Dvaita Acharys who in scholarship and
genius will yield to none and who by his famous works
known as the Vyasatravam has immortalised his name,
commits o mistake, excusable though, in representing the
georeb dootrines of Ramanuije's school in the Ananda-
taratamyavade at the end of his Nyayamrita. The
Vaishnavas keep some of their doctrines secret and
would not teach thera except to the uninitiated. No
wonder therefore if a writer of a rival school is not
informed of them accurately, But even there Dikshita
would not commit a mistake. His representations of
the doetrine of Prapatti in the commentary are quite
sconrate. Evidently his Vaishnava connection through
his grandmother afforded him facilities for learning the
secret Vaishoava doctrines. For every Sloka in the
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poem, the commentary explains the Alankara. The
exposition of the Alankarss throughout is in agreement
with the views expressed in the Kuvalayananda. It is
not possible to say anything decidedly about the
identity of style as the work 1s only a commentary
and there is no occacion for any succession of origjnal
sentences; but looking at what little of original eomposi-
tion there is in the commentary, we.may say that the
hand of Diksbita is visible in it. Dikshita was a greak
devotee of Sri Krishna. His Sri Kr¥shnadhyanapaddhati
gives conclusive proof of his Krishna Bhakt. Love of
Krishna appears to have %een the characteristic
of Dikshita’s family.  Dikshitu's love of Krisbna
would have made it agreeable to him to write a
commentary on o pocm relating the storv of Krichna.,
His King desired him to undertake the work, and he
says he hegan it by his King's desire. It is stated in the
Tyagaraja Vijaya that Dikshita wrote a commentary
also on the Padukasahasra, another work of Vedanta
Desika, although the commentary is not fortheoming.
In the Kuvalayananda, Dikshita quotes the following
Sloka which is the 4th Stanza in the 6th canto of the
Yadavabhyundaya as an illustration of Parikeralankara.

Afgrsa s afx gaar-
AT JIASIT, |

pafrgis aZaas oF
gaarEar feafeTe ||
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Dikshita explains the context of the Sloka fully
This fixes Dikshita with a study of the poem. There
appears to be no doubt whatever about the authorship.

When we had almost tinished our sketeh of Dikshi-
ta, we were favoured by an esteemed friend of ours who
is ardoscendant of Dikshila, with a ma.nuscrxp't;-of the
life of Dikshits by Sivanands Yogindra. Chinna Bomma
and Nagasimha appear to bave been two brothers who
after the death of Krishna Deva Raya were ruling in
Vellore and Tanjore respeetively. Adayappalam, the
birth-place of Dikshita, is a village five miles from Arm
and about 25 miles from Conjeevaram. Chinna Bomma
and Narasimha were both great admirers of Dikshita,
and patronised him very hiberally. They treated bim as
their Guru. The date of Dikshita’s birth was 1550 A.D.
corresponding to 4654 Kuli The following Sloka gives
the date.

v v ey v jofaasfeamamgrdl = 9%
FATARSY FOMAARIIZISIeRE=arY |
FrTERsFANfRRcIRa A Ry
MY e sy R ey st |
His horoscope is set out 1n the following Sloka:
o FrEgadiE T ARy
@ afgay o % 5
=it g Rafgy frgy geri
o Rafemafeny gaey oo |
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Dikshbita is believed to have been an Amsavatara
(partial incarnation) of Siva. His birth is said to have
heen foretold in the following verses of the Sivarahasya.

(RIS A ia=daeET: |
qrgoERERa: Bt gdr: |

Haarel a=1 YA 9 FreErhsay |

In the following Sloka of the, same work it was
prophesied by Siva that Dikshita would be born asa
Samaka in the Kaliyuga and®after writing a number of
wotks esbablishing His greatness would in the end be-
come one of His GGanas

ot srmsh gfvieRarTdTT-

¥ geaEFReE AEATRRAER: |
faaedy dharafagagie fEeg

Ay Twewr wafy 9 qAS= w9 o ||

When it is remembered that in the field of religious
and other literatuve, Dikshita holds a rank which is
second to none, it will be quite easy to admit his having
been born of the Divine Fssence, for, in the words of Sri
Krishna,

Fafyfwee sfimgRie ar |
IS & AR ASEETH, |l
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“Whatsoever is glorious, good, besutiful, and mighty,
understand thou that to go forth from a fragment of My
splendour.”

A. V. Sopalachari.



{adavabhyudaya.
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