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many verses in 1t not found in them At the end of the work
there 1s an extract on T¥N[S! purported to be from Atri which
1s perhaps a portion of Bhrgu’s work This 1s given in our
edition on pp 470-471. In the manuscript this portion was
copied later by a different hand with a very hght incising
The oniginal to this copy seems to have come fiom Kariya-
manikkam wvillage

9 This manuscript belongs to a Vaikhanasa scholar at
Masulipatam and he was kind enough to lend 1t through the
mfluence of $ri Parthasarathy Iyengar who obtamned for us
the Mss ¥ and T This manuscript 1n Telugu characters exe-
cuted on brittle palm leaf 1s fragmentary and though 1t extends
to 65 chapters, 1t has frequent omission of verses and chapters
also The text 1s full of faults of every kind  But this manus-
cript has served well 1n more than a dozen places where all
the other copies have lacunae or quite illegible lines

& This manuscript was purchased for S V O Institute
m a collection of various works This 1s complete 1 80
chapters Itis on palm-leaf in Grantha characters without
lacunae but with scribal errors The reading generally com-
cides with that of § manuscript and completely with &.

# This manuscript 1s found 1n Adyar 1n two volumes
Each volume was copied from a different original Generally
both the volumes represent our % or & but 1t has one chapter
(last one) not found in any of the other manuscripts We
marked it #IFFH, § And 1n the begmning of the first volume
there 1s additional matter on Yoga in 6 chapters and the
division of the Universe in one chapter together mterceding the
first and second chapters not found 1n all other copies They
are published here as &g, ¥ and @ The six chapters on
Yoga bear close resemblance to Yoga of Yijfiavalkya and the
text which is very faulty and full of omissions has been re-
touched from similar matter in Yogayajfavalkya

This publication was begun with entirely different manus-
cript matenal in 1932 but the press copy had only 61 chapters.
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But the readings from several incomplete copies were given
at the foot of each page Ouly 4 forms were printed off In
the present edition which 1s on smaller si1ze of paper, readings
are given at the end 1 one group Lastly all the technical
terms are added alphabetically Most of them are defined by
Atr1 himself 1n the text and hence only the reference to their
occurrence in the chapter and verse1s given It will be seen
that nothing found 1n any of the manuscripts 1s intentionally
omitted The text that 1s generally approved by the Vaikha-
nasa scholats 1s preferred, and all differences are shown 1n the
readings In giving pratikas of mantras Atri differs from the
present day practice and 1n such cases the text as found 1s
strictly adhered to and not the practice

In the work certain forms of words considered ungram-
matical are found and they are retained as they are, for the
Vaikhanasa scholars treat them as @rse and allow them 1n
their sacred texts Our thanksare due to Sriman Partha-
sarathy Iyengar without whose help an edition of this model
would have been 1mpossible

An extra chapter numbered as 81 1n the Adyar Labrary
treats of prayascitta on the fall of a meteor or any heavenly
body The heading 1s JoeAg=aNi~1 meaning expiatory rite for
the fall of a taded star The chapter 1s full of omissions and
errors and consequently raises a doubt of its authenticity as a
part of Atrr’s composition ‘The whole chapter as found 1s
given under &g, I

The editors acknowledge the assistance given to them i
the collation of different manuscripts and in the reading of
proofs by Sr1 Sudarfanicharlu and Sn Narasimhatatachariar
of the College and the Institute respectively.

Below are given comparative headings of 46 to 83 chapters
which differ 1 subject matter as stated in their colophons 1n
different coptes 1—45 chapters have almost similar colophons.
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THE CONTENTS OF THE WORK

Vaikhanasa cult has been chiefly expounded by four
tishis Atri, Marici, Bhrgu and Kadypa, whose works have
not completely survived to our days Bhrgu's temple-11tual
(Prakiinddhikdra) was partly published 1n Telugu chaiacters
and Marict’s Vimanarcana was 1ssued by the Devasthanam
and by others Kasyapa’s work in Siitra form (aphorisms) treats
of all Vaikhanasa rites conceining image worship in 108 chap-
ters and 1s awaiting publication Atr1's treatment 1s most elabo-
tate and complete and runs 1n easy verse over 83 chapters All
the phases of image worship of minor or major importance
are touched by Atr1 and the fulness of the treatment that every
item recerves at his hand attests to 1ts authority and usefuluess,
and the ommniscience displayed in 1t 1s astonishing But every
1dea elaborated by him 1s useful 1n practice mn giving instruc-
tions or directions or in dispelling any doubts that may arise
1 the conduct of worship Thele are minor treatises on
Vaikhanasa rituals and worship which aie not compiehensive,
but as treating of special topics they will be good works of
easy reference for the learned as well as a novice

The antiquity of the Vaikhanasa form of temple-worship
strongly asserted by the scholars of that sect may be accepted
by the form 1t inculcates and by reliable references in litera-
ture and epigraphy Mention of 1t 1n the Vedas, Vedangas and
Kalpasiitras, and by poets like Vyasa, and Dandiun cannot be of
doubtful value , many 1nscriptions mention that several temples
1 the Ceded Districts where Vaikhanasa form was i vogue
were transformed to Paficaratra model either for the want of
good Vaikhanasa descendants or of their purity m their main-
tenance The Vaikhanasa cult 1s mentioned 1n Bharata, Puranas
and undoubtedly by Dandin in his Avantisundari (650 to 700
A D) where Grihdrca (household worship) was mentioned
according to Vaikhinasa' Authorty of the Agamas as those

of Paficaratra was questioned, and Jayantabhatta of about 840
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A D 1n his famous diama called Agemadambara, a diama
contaming better history than the piofessed treatise of Kalhana,
maintains authoritativeness for all 4gamas through the mouth
of Sahata, a great Nyidya scholar Theremn are mentioned the
agamas of Bhigavatas which include the Vaikhanasas.!

Internal evidence for the antiqmty of the Vaikhanasa
ritual 1s the strong 1inference from the very form of the wor-
ship 1t inculcates In the days of pure Vedic customs unadul-
terated by the conceptions of the six Darsanas o1 the develop-
ment of the various ieligious schools, Agni (fire) was the
chief God and every Brihman was enjomed to perform
brahmayajfia Agni 1 Yagas takes three-fold or five-fold
form (tretagns or-pancagni) All oblations m Agni (fire) aie
according to Vedic injunctions accompanied by mantras from
all the Vedas The author, for that matter a1l the four sages,
divide the worship 1nto two general comceptions, visible
(mﬁ;ta) having a shape or form, invisible (@miirta, that which
has no shape) Vedic Agni-worship 1s amuria and for the sake
of more imaginative but less psychological persons samiurta

~(visible 1n some form) was introduced on a later day This
has later on developed 1nto various avatéras and other devatas.
Conception of devata 1n Vedic age seems to have had 1its origin
from the nature’s forces and phenomena, which were deified

Conception of a Deity mn a particular shape, colour and
demeanour has great effect on the mund of a true devotee
developing a particular rase o1 emotion This partly accounts
for the multiphicity of the same Deity in different foims or
colours or attitudes Amiirta or shapeless worship begun 1n the
Vedic age 1 Agni-nites was modified m Sankhya and finally
merged 1nto Yoga semadht ‘The five Deities 1n the Vaikhanasa
form wiz, Visnu, Purusa, Satya, Acyuta, and Amruddha
are considered as four Vedas mcarnating the first Deity Visnu
and theiefore represent five Agms, viz, Gaihapatya, Ahava-
niya, Daksinagni, Anvaharya and Sabhya This shows that

1 Rt — ad, HRAONaRIETEEEE eSS ageE
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Vedic Agni worship has slowly transformed itself mnto panca-
miirte adotation In pratishtha (consecration of Gods) Vastu,
a form of Agni, and 1n all explatory ceremonies (prayascitta)
Paundaiika are used, but these two Agnis do not form any
Deitistic  principle érémanakﬁgm 1s an oblationary fire
used by persons who have 1ecoutse to Vinapiastha Adrama
o1 life 'They ate also called Vaikhanasas Bodhdyana, the
Kalpasiitrakara, refers to Sramanakdgm as oidamed by the
sage Vikhanas This mnteinal evidence that five agnzs deve-
loped mto five miuisdzs may plead for the antiquity of the
Vaikhanasa conception as a giadual psychic change o1 modifi-
cation when Agamas and PurGnas 10se 1 1mpottance

When once the conception of a foim is suggested, shape,
colour, dress and other auxiliaries follow at once It 1s a
psychic law not fully recognised in the Western science that
any conception o1 any utterance of a particular sound gains force
and becomes power afterwaids, 1f it 1s conceived or uttered
without any modification by a great numbe: of master mnunds
Again 1t 1s another psychic law that when a devotee bows unto
a God he deposits his spintual energy 1n that God which giows
i strength and volume by the inciease of the votaiies who
borrow as from a Bank the power from that God as a boon
when he 1s 1n want These two spiritnal phenomena as ration-
ally explained seem to underlie the public image-worship An
unage 1s a stoie-house of concentiated emeigy or m a
modern metaphot 1t 15 a bank wheie deposits aie generally
over-diawn But m all these transactions certain formalities
have to be observed, and smmulaily worship must be pei-
formed accoiding to the holy injunctions of the sages, and
any deviation, even shght departure fiom formality, makes the
attempt not only fruitless but renders it sometimes haim-
ful

Atr’s treatise on samiirtarcana (woiship of anidol z e, God
in certain shape) according to Vaikhanasa conceptions treats
of the subject mm six sections, viz, Kaisana, Pratistha, P{ja,
Snapana, Utsava and Prayascitta The first of these, that 1s,
Karsana deals with the selection of the site for the construction
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of a temple, the form of its erection, the kinds of images,
materials to make them, their sculpture or casting as the case
may be and the making of the mecessary auxihary Deities
The second 1tem, Pratisthi, elaborates the consecration of the
main Deity and 1ts auxiliaries (Parivara devatas) ‘The third
section, Piija, 1s the actual worship done every day and on
special days The fourth, viz, Snapana, describes Mahabhi-
seka, a special ceremony of the holy bath, quite different
from daily performance of the function The fifth treats of the
festive processions done yearly, quarterly, on the buthday of
the patron, for future auspices or avoiding any impending evil,
and finally when great calamities threaten the village or town
as war epidemic fire etc Even the appearance of a meteor
1s considered as a harbingei of evil and ufsgva to God avoids
or mmmises its effect ‘The last division enumerates all the
faults and eriors of commission and omission and prescribes
their expiatory rites Under each head comes a number of topics
minor 1 their treatment but forming essential auxiliaries.
Arcaka necessanily a Vaikhanasa of pure descent has his func-
tions and his assistants too Their remuneration and the
nature and guantity of offerings to God and the Arcaka’s share,
the duties and rights of the patrons (whether they are kings or
citizens) all come for minor treatment As the Vaikhanasa
form of worship 1s essentially Vedic accompanied by holy
mantras, the priests are classified as 1 Vedic sacrificial ceremo-
nies as Hotd, Adhvaryu, Udgata etc, who aie present even at
every small function because Pratisthd, Snapana, Utsava, and
Prayadcitta are conducted with the aid of Vedic Agnis

The Vaikhanasa ritual 1s based on the fivefold conception
of God Visnu as Visnu, Purusa, Satya, Acyuta and Ani-
ruddha These appear to be manifestations of the Divine Being
and His gunas or qualities  Vispu 1s all-pervading (endless 1n
space), Purusa 1s animation or carlanya that makes the Iife 1n
living bemngs Satya 1s static existence unlumited by time and
hence has no beginning, 1€, not produced Acyuta 1s onethat
does not deviate or modify, that 1s, does not undergo any change
by external mfluence, Amruddha is what cannot be reduced,

A.—-Z
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Timited or restricted by outside agency These Divine Powers
exeicised by Purusa seem to form the major entities of the
Vaikhanasa woiship. Pariviias also, according to the Vedic
Mythology, are Devatas The differentiation of the same Deity
1n different shapes, diess and colour, 1s 1n accordance with the
temperament, natuie and aim of the devotee Men differ 1n
their aims and conceptions 1n eveiy place Thus a king of a
heioic spuit and ambition worships Viwramurts (such as
Kodandarima), of a 1enouncing temperament Vasudeva, of an
amorous disposition Krisna and so on  That 1s, the forms suit
various adhikaris and cause therefore multiplicity Nirve-
kalpaka conception* of nirguna-dhyana 1s not piracticable to
common folk who do mnot attamn Atma-samskira and for one
who attains 1t 1n the first stage 1equiies no temples and dec-
lares the whole Univeise as His abode (@@ (53 G35 faer a&-
Algq) The next stage 1s entire meige of aiman with the
supteme sprit  To reach such high stages, shapes conceiva-
ble by the limited human seunses aie devised as the steps fo1
salvation Here agamn the conceptions of Rudia, Ganapaty,
Kali, etc, have to be slightly considered different in Ati1 from
the piesent day 1deas of those Gods

In the Kaisana section, the most important item even to
a layman appears to be the plan of the temple or vimgna In
Sanskrit 1n spite of extinction of laiger and gieater wotks on
éﬂpa, a few laige ones have survived to our days Maya,
Visvakaiman, Kadyapa, Minasaia, Agastya are majo1 contri-
butois , Vidvakaiman’s town aichitectuie, Maya and others on
temples and palaces ate worthy of mention and deep study
Theie are also minor treatises éﬂpa 1s an Upaveda and deals
b.oadly with prasada (palaces), vimana, (temples), nagara-nir-
mana (town planning) and 1its kindied science (FAMI=T),
Citra kaima (pamting) was expounded 1n Brihmiya, Saras-
vatiya and Niradiya Among the survivals mior sections as
i Visnudharmottara and Manasollgsa are piimeis for the
beginners

At11 merely enumertes 96 forms of Vimanas and divides
them accoiding to their founders, viz, Visyu, Btahma, Rudra
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India, Saé and Rsis as Sanaka etc  In the stallation of
vaiious Avatara-murtis option 1s given 1n the choice of the vima-
nas Atr1 does not mention the use of o1 define the forms of the
wmanas Iéanadeva in his Paddhati (Vol III p 265) gives 96
similar foims about 30 of which coimncide with the names 1n our
Iist Té2na defines them Maya m his éﬂpa Sastia describes
about ten Dandin mentions 96 when he extols the ability of
the architect Lalitdlaya A few aie desciibed 1n detail in ysTaH-
ﬁ@w available 1 print These vumanas 1t 1s 1nfeized, aie
the same for Kings and Gods They are called piasadas
Theie are 8 forms of Royal palaces defined by Somesvaia and
Basava which aie different fiom these 96 though 2 or 3 names,
nalinaka as the fiist, comncide with those of Atr1i  Visnu's
temple 1s recommended to be 1n Nalimaka form with at least 3
talas (storeys) , many of the Visnu temples in South India
answer to the description of many of the 96 vimanas Visnu's
temple at Uttarameriir has thiee talas

Regaiding various 1mages m a temple Mulavigiaha o1
Dhruva 1s the most essential one, Snapanag for abhiseka
(bath), Kautuka, foi all offetings and Utsava for piocessions
1n festivals, are otheis that demand some notice Dhruvabera
(undisturbed or permanent 1mage) assumes any of the thiee
postures, ©IF standing, #1¥q sitting or M lying Each of these
miittis agan 1s differentiated into thiee depoitments, Yoga
(serene), Bhoga (pleasant o1 amoerous) and Vua (hetoic or
warrior-like) postures In a vimana of thiee storeys (talas)
all the three postuies ate 1epiesented one in each f@la God
Venkatesa 1s standing, Ranganitha at Siuiangam 1s $ayana
(lymng), all the three postuies are 1cpiesented 1n Conjeevaiam
at Urakam (sitting), Perakam (standing), Vathoktakar
(Sayana) Dhruvabeia may be made i1 coppei, stone, earth
o1 wood ‘f'he postures aie tieated at length by the author 1n
Ch 20 (83-87 pp)

Of the three deportments Yoga 1s not accompanied by
Dev.s (Goddesses), Vi1a 1s with o1 without consoits In Bhoga
(sportful) alone Goddesses are by the side of the God ThLe
position of the Goddess on the s:de depends on the posture
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(standing, sitting or lyng) of the God Bhrgu and Punya
(Maikandeya) are divine woishippers and therefore are present
1n all conditions

Besides Dhruva image, Kautuka 1dol 1s essential i eveiy
shime Kautuka or Aicd miirt:i 1s used for all Arcanas
(woiship), Snapana for baths, and Utsava for taking out m
plocessions

Theie 1s another miirti (1mage) called Bali made of a
metal (one of the selected five metals) of a slightly laiger s1ze
than that of Kautuka This 1s taken out every day 1ound the
central dlaya (shrine) at the time of offeting of bals to lokapalas
and dvarapalas

Kautuka 1s made of precious stone (ratna), gold, silve,
coppel, stone or wood, and never of iron, lead, zinc, bionze,
or brass Utsava measues 1/3, 4/9, 5/9 ol the Dhruva
size, each succeeding size being better than the pievious oue
If Dhruva 1s standing, Kautuka must be so, 1f the forme: 1s
sitling, the latter may assume the sitting or standing pose, when
Dhruxa 15 m lymg posture, Kautuka may be sitting ot standing
In othe: respects Kautuka almost resembles Dhruva 1dol Utsava
(processional) 1dol should not be made of stone o1 wood
Devis (Goddesses) should 1each 1n height the elbow of the God,
but should be of some metal (Chapter 24) Snapana, Utsava
1dols aie similar to arca-Kautuka Atriin the same Chapter
(24) gives rules for making seats, and other auxiliaries with
their piopoitions to Dhruva or Kautuka images In the
next chapte: casting of 1dols and their fixing after due homas
(oblations) are enjomned with good details Astabandha pres-
cribes the formulae to1 fixation of stone 1mages

Chapters 58 to 62 treat of images and their worship n
ten incarnations of Vispu and the forms of Vasudeva and Adi-
miirts  The shrine for Gods of Matsya and Kiirma may be
built 1 a village, town, sea-poit, capital, on the bank of a
11ver, sea-coast, on a hill, 1n a forest or in a shed 1n front of a
military camp, m a temple of the kind of Kumbhakira,
Trikita, Hastiprstha or Nandyavarta Mila-1dol assumes thc
form of Matsya or Kiitma and no Kautuka images for them
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are to be made (for daily piijd) In thisconsecration, Abjagni
only 1s used fo1 pouring oblation, and 1 the case of Matsya
and Kiirma, Garhapatya 1s worshipped

Varaha 1s 1maged 1n three shapes, Adivariha, Pralaya-
vardha and Vajfiavaidha Details of their 1mages are given
m chapter 58 (319 p) Sabhydgni 1s used for oblation mm his
consecration Measurement called Dagatila 1s used for the
peispective of the image Pralayavaiiha was occasioned to
suppress the wateis in the deluge of the Univeise In YajHa-
variha Visnu mcainated to kill Sveta Hiranyaksa Goddess
Eaith may accompany any of the thiee forms

Nrsimha 1s represented as having come out of a hill orof a
pillar  The former was to kill Hiranyakasipu and the latter
Hiuanya to save Prahlada who stands low before this image
Piocessional and Kautuka images are according to mamn
(mila) Vigraha Abjagn1 serves for oblation in Varaha and
Ahavaniya for N1simha conseciation

Incaination of Tiivikrama (Vimana) 1s exhibited in thiee
forms, m Vimana called Somacchanda, Duighadila or Gopu-
rdkira i Dagatala measuie The image of Trivikrama 1s
represented with eight or fowr hands i daik (§yama) colour,
with the divine implements Page 326 gives other details
Anvaharya 1s the fire fo1 the conseciation

Paragurdma 1s 1nstalled i Maldkara or Angandkrta
vimnaa 1 dasatila measuie 1n red colour, diessed i1n dark
cloth 1n standing o1 sitting postuie Kautuka 15 to suit the
mam 1mage Anvaharya is the fite used at the time of -
stallation

Réama 1s 1epresented 1n 8) tdla-measure with two hands,
Sita standmng on the right side with a lotus in the left hand,
while Laksmana with a bow and arrow 1s placed on the left
Hanumat 1s between the two thighs of Rama looking at him
with marked obeisance Daksinagni 1s the kind of fire used
duiing consecration It 1s represented in three postures, stand-
ing, siting o1 lymg Sitd, Laksmana, and Hanumat
unde1go changes 1n their forms according to that of Rama.
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Balardma 1s 1nstalled 1 Somacchanda or Hastiprstha-
vimana 1n dada-tila measure, with two hands, with or without
weapons excepting the plough Revati sits on the left thigh
Ahavaniya 1s the sacred fire 1n this incarnation Krspa 1s con-
secrated 10 Kumbhiakara or Gopurikiti vimina in nine-tala
measure with two hands with Rukmini on the right side
Bhiidev: and Gariida are also present

Kisna as Navanita-nata or killing Kihya before Gopis,
oi Paithasaiathi assumes any of the three forms

Atr1 dilates upon these thiee forms with details Paunda-
11ka fire 1s used as an option

Kalki 1s exhibited as a warrior killing enemies (raksasas)
Paundarika fire 1s used for oblation

Forms of these avatdras differ in other agamas Those
available 1n the oldest of Indian temples follow this text and
installation of all ten avatéras in one temple as 1n Sritangam
hbecame a common custom later on  These avatdras 1epiesent
the evolution of the Universe and of man  The fiist nine
avatiras indicate famas, rajas and sattva qualities m their
development and transformation from one to another, the first
three bemng famas, the nest three from tamas to 1a7as and the
next ones flom rayas to sattva

Vasudeva takes two forms, divine and human Human
Visudeva has two hands with Rukmini on the right side with
a lotus 1n the left hand, white but dark-clad Balabhadia with
musala (pestle) and plough as his weapons, seated on the right,
Pradyumna on his right, while Anuiuddha and Samba take the
left side This image has to be stalled 1n Dirghasila vimana

Divine Vasudeva has fon1 aims installed 1n Somacchanda
ot Brahmavrtta vimana The right hand beais abhaya posture
while the left 1ests on the hip, and he 1s clad 1n 1ed gaiment
It 1s made 1 ten-tila measure Sridevi and Bhiidevi stand on
either side, and Balabhadra and others with or without divine
arms with theuw consorts are also represented Sabhya for
Visnu, Ahavaniya for Gaiuda and Paundarika for Brahmi are
the fires to be used for the homa 1 consecratien
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Adimiirt1 15 described by Atn after Vasudeva in chapter
62 Visnuis seated on Sesa (serpent-King) Kumbhikara,
T'rikiita, or Nandyavarta 1s selected as the Vimana for this
miirti  Vispu assumes red colour Ananta has seven or
five hoods and 1s 1n three coils on which Visnu 1s seated, with
his right hand resting on the body of Ananta while the left
hand well spread rests on the bent thigh Bhrgu and Markan-
deya ate the worshippers This 1s Vispu's Yogésana In
his sukhdsana he 1s seated on Simhisana with $ri and Bhi-
devis Naiasimha and Vardha are also worshippers In the
above two postures, Sabhyagni 1s ueed for the homa

Visnu’s shrine cannot contain more than seven storeys
Here the significance of agnis (sacrificial fires) has been pointed
out and they indicate the nature of conception of each God
(1dol) and determines the divine response to the human
devotion

The rest of the work deals with expiatory rites, except the
chapte1 on Siiryakalpa, wherein the construction and consecra-
tion of the God Siirya (sun) are given with some details The
elaboration of many topics excites our interest A careful
study of the work amplifies our knowledge of the religious
stratum of our society

TIRUPATI,
} M RaAMAKRISENA Kavi

January 1943
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