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INTRODUC'TIOW

The KNashi Prasad  Jayaswal Rr_search Institute has great
pleasure in rwﬁu‘n o o the scholarly world P)wfzcz;:fm’an‘z,ézzbmﬂya

bv Prajhikaragupta, being the first volume in its Tibetan Sanskrit
Manuseript Works Series.,

I INDIA AND TIBET
Netoral ties.

India and "Tibet have heen long connected with each=other
both by nature and human endeavour. The sacred and mighty
rivers like the Sindhu, the Satadru (Satlej) and the Brahmaputra
take their origin in Tibet. Manasa lake, which still attracts a
number of pious visitors, is situated on its plateau. According
to the tradition, the Pindavas dropped down dead during their
ascent on the Himilayas; this place was not far from Tibet if
not in Tibet itself. The Uttarakuru, the mythical land of pleanty
and happiness, was in the vicinity of Tibet. '

Entry of Buddbism in Tibet. .

The rise and spread of Buddhism created further and intimate
ties between India and Tibet. The entry of this religion into
Tibet was no doubt due to the accidental circumstance of two
of the queens of Strong-tsan-gampo (632-693 A.D.) being of
the Buddhist faith ; one of them hailed from China and the othet
from Nepal. The king naturally sent for some Bugdhist priests
to help his queens in their religious worship, and this led to
the introduction of Buddhism in the country. It is no doubt
true that Strong-tsan-gampo is now regarded by Tibetan
mythology as an incarnation of Avalokiteévara and his wives
of Tara ; but nevertheless it is a fact that not much progress was
made during his long reign in the spread of Buddhism. Itsing,
for instance, has obsetved that there was hardly any Buddhlsm
in Tibet at his time,*ie. ¢. 680 A.D.
mr<)rk being in Sanskrit, its editor has natuta‘lly witten his
bhiimika or preface in the same language. The Introduction in English is for
the benefit of that class of students of Indian Culture, who are not well
grounded in Sanskrit. Naturally it utilises to some extent the conclusions
given in the Sanskrit Intrpduction.
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Pragress of Buddipism. .

Monasteries are said to have been first built by King Khri-
gtsug-ldf-btsam at ¢. 705 A.D. ; the work of translation was started
under their auspices. It, however, did not get any momentum.
It was it the reign of Kri-sron-ld-blsam, the sixth successor of
Strong-tsan-gampo, that Buddhism began to make appreciable pro-
gress in the country at ¢. 750 A.D. Padmasambhava (Guru Rimpo-
Che to use hiS Tibetan name), a native of Odivisha in Orissa, came
with a band of disciples and proceeded to disseminate the religion
under royal patronage. Priest Vairochana from Kashmir took
a prominent part in this work. A monastery was built for him
in 749 A.D. at Samya, 32 miles from Lhasa, and he started the
work of translating Buddhist works like the Sitras, the Prajfia-
paramitas, etc. in Tibetan language. The Tibetan was yet not
well developed to permit translation of serious and difficult works
on Abhidhamma and Nyaya.

A period of new literary activity commenced with the
arrival in Tibet of Dipamkara Sii-]fiana, an alumnus of Vikrama-
§ili University in Biharin ¢. 1050 A.D. Many manuscripts were
taken to Tibet from India during this period and the students
and teachers of the Universities of Nialanda, Vikrama$ila and
Odantaputi took a prominent and commendable part in translating
Buddhist Sanskrit works in Tibetan, and thus forging new literary
and culturalsties between India and Tibet. Tibetan was now
well developed and difficult works on logic and philosophy could
be translated into it.

Indian refugees in Tibet.

Tibet’s ties with India became closer still as a result of the
conquest of Bihar and Bengal by the Muslims in ¢ 1200 A.D.
When the famous monasteries at Nalandi, Vikrama$ila and other
places were destroyed by the invaders, severgl monks first migrated
to Nepal and then to Tibet, whose government offered them
hearty welcome. The monks brought with them the manusctipts
of Buddhist Sanskrit works, which were their most valuable
possessions, and these were deposited in the different monsateties
whete they be’gan to stay.



Sanskrit Momuscripts tn T'ibet iii
11 ‘SEA?CH FOR SANSK.RIT MANUSCRIPTS

Rabulji’s four exploration tours.

It was thus well known that a large number of Sanskrit
manuscripts were taken to Tibet. Many of them were of books
no longer available in India. A systematic local search for these
manusctipts was a great desideratum. Pandit Rihula Sankritya-
yana addressed himself to this task and secured the photographs
of a large number of important manuscripts, which are- now
deposited with the Bihar Research Society.” Rahulji visited Tibet
four times for this purpose, in 1929, 1934, 1936 and 1938, spending
fifteen months in the first and six months in the subsequent ttips,
making enquiries, visiting monasteties, examining and often copying
manuscripts and getting their photographs. The wotk was full
of difficulties ; no accurate information was easily available,
and it was not always easy to persuade the monks to permit the
photographic work. Very often he had to wait patiently for
weeks to get the keys of the manuscript-rooms. There were
robbers on the way; funds were not ample and photogtaphic
material was often insufficient. In spite of these difficulties, Rahulji
secured the photographs of more than eighty important wotks.

Fate of Sanskrit Manuscripts in Tibe?.

Duting his first visit, Rahulji could get manuscripts of
books in Tibetan language only. They were of courSe important,
because they contained translations of some important Sanskrit
works, no longer available in Sansktit in India. While collecting
these books, Rahulji heard 2 number of repoxts about the existence
of Sanskrit manuscripts in some monasteries, but he could not
verify them. It was, however, realised that the number of Sanskrit
manuscripts could not be very large. Bsam-yes and Thogling
monasteries, which contained a large number of these manus-
cripts, had been burnt by fire. As Sanskrit was practically a dead
language to the Lamas, and as most of the works written in it
had been already translated into the, language of the country,
Tibetan priests were not bestowing great cate on preserving
Sanskrit manuscriptss It is no doubt true that Sanskrit manu-

-
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sctipts were held in high reverence, but this circumstance itself
often proved fatal to theit proper preservation.  They were
often embalmed in images to increase their sanctitv. Whea
some years ago a stucco image broke in Bsam-yos monastery,
many manuscript leaves fell out from its interior, which were later
cafefully embalmed in a new image. These manuscripts are quite
safe, but theyv are lost to the world of scholarship. Sanskrit
manuscripts were also believed to have miraculous healing power ;
if a patient drank the holy water in which a manuscript leaf had
been dipped, his disease was sure to be cured. Tibetan Lamas,
therefore, were in the habit of breaking palm-leaves of manuscripts
in order to give their fragments to suppliant laymen.

About eighty works collected in three tonrs . their time.

During his second, third and fourth excursions, Rahulji
visited the monasteries at famous centres like Saksya, Shalu, Ngor,
Rta-nag Thub-stan, Kundeling and Spos-Khang, and collected
a large number of photographs of manuscripts, now deposited
with the Bihar Research Society at Patna. Most of these manu-
sctipts hailed from Bihar and Bengal; their authors lived
between 750-1250 A.D. and the manuscripts were copied during
1150-1400 A.D. Viryaéridatta, the author of Arthavinifchaya-
Sitranibandbana, was a Nilanda scholar and a contemporary of
Dhatrmapila (¢. 760-810). There are other works in the collection
whose authors or transctibers were the contemporaries of Vigraha-
pala (c. 1060 A.D.) and Sarapala (1080 A.D.) of the Pila dynasty,
Laksmana-sena (¢. 1200A.D.) of the Sena dynasty and Madana-
pila (¢. 1100-1114) and Govindachandra (¢ 1114-1155) of the
Gahadavila dynasty. The colophons of other manuscripts refer
to the teigns of Nepali rulers Sadkaradeva and Anantamalla,
who floutished in the 12th and the 13th centuties.

III. THE SCOPE OF THIS SERIES

A list of these works has already been published in the
Jonrnal of the Bikar and Orissa Research Society, Vols. XX1, XXIII
and XXIV. Their photographs were lying with the Bihar
Research Society, and the Kashi Prasad Jayaswal Research Institute
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proposes to publish the important ongs among thgm in this Seties.
The work bristles with difficulties ; the decipherment is a
laborious and lengthy task ; it sometimes becomes particulatly
hard, as we have usually 2 single manuscript whose pages are often
faint and incomplete. For propet decipherment, we want scholars,
well grounded in epigraphy, Sanskrit and Buddhism ; they 4re
not easily available. The editing has its own difficulties. The K. P.
Jayaswal Research Institute, therefore, will welceme the co-
opetation of all competent scholars who are eager to participate
in this work of national and cultural impottance. The collection
consists of works on various subjects like Philosophy, Nyaya,
Tantra, Grammar, Monastic rules, Literature, etc.

IV. PRAMANAVARTIKABHASHYA AND ITS PLACE )
IN THE HISTORY OF INDIAN LOGIC

Early Buddbisin hostile to Nydya.

Logic or Tarka was not vety much favoured in early
Buddhism. Itis no doubt true that the pratitya-samitpada doctrine
of the early Buddhism emphasises upon the logical and rational
connection between one member of the series and both its pre-
decessor and successor. But the Buddha was mote a motal
spiritualist than a rational philosopher; he believed that the
ultimate problems of philosophy could not be solved by discussion
and pronounced them to be inexplicable,—abbdkata. He was
stern against the tendency even to discuss thed. It is, therefore,
but natural that the Tripitakas should not countenance logic ;
tdrkikas and viparSinah are mentioned only to be tidiculed or
condemned, as, for instance, in the Brahmajala-stitra. It is only
at the time of the Milinda-paho (¢. 100 B.C.) that Nyaya and
Vaideshika systems become respectable enough to be mentioned
among the subjects studied by a Buddhist philosopher.

.

The rise of the Nydya school.

The Nyaya and Vaideshika schools were, in the meanwhile,
developing in the Brahmanical circles. «The main aim of the eatly
writets was to give a tational and logical defence of the Hindu
view point about the existence of God and to show that the
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Buddhist positipn about everyvthing being momentary or about
there  being no soul was untenable. It, therefore, became
incumbent upon the Buddhists to enter the arena of Nviva and to
show the teasonableness of their own view point and the
untenabjlity of that of their opponents. Buddhist philosophers
of the early centuries of the Christian era like Nigirjuna, Maitreya,
and Asadga are seen to be merely referring to topics of Nyiya
like the occasions of debate, its different varicties, qualifications
of the debator and the nature of pratyaksha, dgama, drishtanta,
pratijid and hetn. But they did not proceed to write any treatise
on pute Nyaya.

Dirindga, the fonnder of Buddhist Nydya$istra.

The Buddhist philosopher Difanaga (¢. 425 A.D.) may be
regarded as the founder of the school of pure logic in Buddhism.
He himself wrote a number of works on the subject, like Pramapa-
sammuchehaya, Nydyapravesa, etc. which are almost entirely devoted
to the problems of pure logic like the means of knowledge and
syllogism.

It is interesting to note that in the hands of Dinnaga, Nyaya
becomes a pure science of logic ; his Nydyapravesa, for instance,
does not proceed to discuss categoties like dravya, gupa, karman,
etc., which earliet writers of the Nydya-Vaideshika school used
to discuss at- great length, but devotes itself exclusively to topics
like paksha, vipaksha, hetn, drishtinta, hetvdbhdsa, pratyaksha, ann-
madna, etc., which are of so great an importance to the student of
logic. With Dinniga, as with other logicians of the Medieval
School, the utility of Nyaya primarily lay in its being a valuable
means of defence and attack in the philosophical controvetsies
that were then raging in the country. He tries his best to demolish
the position of Vitsyayana, the commentator of the Nyiya-siitras.
Udyotakara (¢. 550 A.D.) came forward to defend Vitsyiyana
against Dinnaga.

Dbharmakirti and his contemporaries.

The task of defending Dinnaga against Udyotakara was
undertaken by Dharmakirti, (¢. 600 A.D.) pupil’s pupil of Difiniga,
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in his famous work Pramdpavdrtika and his own f7ki on it, Pramdipa-
vartikavritti. Dharmakirti was a scholar of outétanding genius
and his works possess intrinsic merit of high order. They are
not easy to comprehend. Dharmakirti also criticises the views
of Bharirihari and Kumarila as well. Dharmakirti in his turn
is criticised by Vyoma$iva, Akalanka, Haribhadra and .]ayanta.

Commentaries on Pramdpavartika.

Owing to its intrinsic merit, the Pramapavarlika had the
disinction of being extensively commented upon. Manoratha-
nandin wrote a commentary upon it, as also Dharmakirti’s pupil
Devendrabhiiti and the latter’s pupil Sakyasiddhi. But the
most extensive, authoritative and illuminating commentary upon
the work is undoubtedly the Pramaipavirtikabhishyam, writteh
by Prajiakaragupta, which is being published here in its entirety
for the first time.

Relatively liberal outlook of the logicians.

The mutual controversies among the authors of the
different schools referred to above may dispose us to conclude
that they had narrow sectatian outlook and delighted in attacking
one another with vehemence and bitterness. This was no doubt
to some extent true; Rahulji has referred to some of the ‘un-
patliamentary’ expressions that were used by the Buddhist,
Jain and Hindu disputants in the heat of the controvetsy
in the first two pages of his Sanskrit Introduciion (Bhamika).
We should, howevet, remembet that the logicians of the age had
cultivated a putely rational outlook to a great extent. Dinniga
was no doubt held in high esteem by the Buddhists but this did
not prevent Dharmakirti, his vartikakara, from dissenting from him
and maintaining that the example, ot Uddbarapa, cannot form part
of syllogism. ‘The ve(y emergence of vartika as a form of literature
is a clear proof that rationalism was fairly well developed in the
petiod ; the sdrtikakdras wete no doubt commenting upon earlier
works, but they reserved to themselves the right of pointing out
the drawbacks and mistakes of the books they ate commenting
upon, and they actuglly did so on several occasions, without of
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course transgressing the limits imposed by reverence felt for the
otiginal writerst Logicians of this age often "rose above their
sectatian affiliations ; we have the instance of the Jain scholar
Mallavidin commenting upon Nydyabindu, written by the Buddhist
logician_ Dharmakirti. Such instances are rarely to be met in
the history of other religions.

V. THE AUTHOR AND HIS WORK

Prajiickaragupta.

Prajiidkaragupta, the author of the Pramapavdrtikabbishya,
was pra-pra-sishya of Dharmakirti (600 A.D.) His time may,
therefore, be taken to be about 700 A.D. Neither history nor
legend has handed down to us any account of his personal life.
We must, therefore, be content to get a glimpse of Prajfiakara
as the scholar only. There is no doubt that he was a versatile
scholar intimately aquainted with the works of his predecessots,
belonging to the different schools. He modestly disclaims any
intrinsic merit for his work, but thete is no doubt that its stetling
merit is proportionate to its big size.!l It may be observed at
the outset that he has a lucid, easy and graceful style, not ovet-
burdened with difficult words and long compounds. He is the
originator of a new style characterised by a judicious mixture of
prose and verse. None of his predecessors is so far know to
have used this style for philosophical or logical works. It was
later on adopted by Parthasarathi for his Sastradipiks.  Prajfiskara’s
command over Sanskrit is almost as effective as one’s command
over one’s mother tongue. He has used sevetal provetbs to
clatify his meaning in a homely way; we can understand the
significance of only afew of them. He does not confine himself
only to the conventional Anushtubh metre ; he uses a number
of more complex and graceful metres as well.

Vartikilaikira ot Praméapavirtika-bhishya no doubt
professes to be a mere commentaty upon Dhatmakirti’s Pramana-
vartika. It is, however, much more than a verbal or even an

1. The size of the work is mote than 16,200 $bkas; it is thus almost
. one sixth the size of the Muahabharata.
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ordinary commentary. Prajﬁikara;qupta not oply clarifies the
theories and vietws of Dharmakirti, but also thfows a fresh and
welcome light upon them. He also discusses related matters
showing his deep scholarship. Naturally he soon became almost
as famous as Dharmakirti himself. His views have patutally
been frequently quoted with approval by later Buddhist logicians
and vehemently attacked by Hindu and Jain theologians of the
subsequent centuries.

Defence of Buddhbist position.

Prajiakara naturally defends the Buddhist position on all
controversial points. He maintains that the existence of God,
Soul, Space, Time, etc.,, cannot be ptoved. Arthakriyikdriti
is, according to Prajfidkara, the touch stone to be applied in these
cases, and this test shows that there is neither God nor Soul,
neither Space nor Time. Destruction is inherent in the nature
of things, and so we need not postulate 2 God to account for the
wortld’s dissolution. Creation is dependent not upon the existence
of a single cause like God, but on the pre-existence of a group
of necessary causes, and so no God is required to account for it.
How a group of objects, which constitute the cause, can co-exist
and pre-exist together in the necessary order, though they are
all momentary, has been explained by Dharmakirti in his work
Sambandhapariksha, which exists only in its Tibetan vetsion.
Rahulji has given the restored Sansktit verses, setting forth the
case of Dharmakirti on pp. =% of his Introduction. The
discussion is fresh though ingenious ; it is difficult to say how far
it will catry conviction to a student of philosophy not wedded
to the Buddhist view point.

An wntenable position.

It is interesting to note that Prajiidkara, who has devoted
18 pages to disprove the existence of God (pp. 32-50) and five
pages to assail the authotitativeness of the Vedas (pp. 532-537)
should have devoted 114 pages (pp. 50-164) to show the authori-
tativeness and infallibility of the Buddha and his teachings. Hete
we see Prajfidkara the theologian, and not the logician. The
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treatment of thg subject in the remaining part of the work is,
however, usually free from any sectatian bias. While dealing
with syllogism, the author seems to belong to no patticular sect.

The theory of Kshapabbasigavida.

The doctrine of kshapabhangavida has naturally been
assailed and assailed furiously by Brahmanical writers like Jayanta-
bhatta in his Nydyamadjari and by Jain authors like Hemachandra
in his Syddvidamarnjari. Science, however, has now shown that
matter is in a state of terrific flux and the modern age will therefore
be disposed to examine the Buddhist position with sympathy
and understanding.

. Like other logicians of the Buddhist school Prajiiakara
accepts only two means of correct knowledge, pratyaksha and
amimina.  All logicians, excepting those of the Chirvika school,
accept these two means of knowledge and there is a certain
similarity of viewpoint in their discussions of this topic.!
Buddhists, however, did not accept the authority of fabda or the
Vedas and Prajfidkara vehemently attacks the Brahmanical position.
The theotry that the Vedas are apawrusheya, ie. not the works
of human authors, is undoubtedly logically untenable, and Prajiia-
kara has no difficulty in dashing it to pieces. It may be pointed
out that with the Hindus also the authotitativeness of the Vedas
is a matter of conventional recognition ; their later philosophets
rely more upon the Upanishads and spiritual experience for the
substantiation of their theories and viewpoints than upon the
authoritativeness of the Vedic texts.

Logicians of the Nyaya school are very particular in esta-
blishing the existence of God; Dharmakirti and Prajfidkara
attack that position with vehemence. It may be pointed out
that in several schools of Hindu philosophy also like the Pirva-
Mimansi and Advaita-Vedanta, God has been relegated only to
a subordinate position.

The recognition of a permanent enduring entity like Soul
was against the Buddhist "hypothesis of everything in the world

1. See Sanskrit Introduction, pp. ¥-8
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being momentary. From the time of the Buddlpa himself, every
Buddhist theologian has been denying the existence of Soul.
Dharmakitti and Prajfizkara naturally defend the traditional
view. The recognition of dlayavijiisns by the Mahayana school,
however, represents a considerable departure from the original
position of the Buddha. The impartial student of philosophy
has to consider whether it is more logical to assume the existence
of a permanent enduting entity like Soul or of 2 sefies of fleeting
and momentary mental consciousnesses like dlayavijigna in order

to account for the admittedly continuous nature of individual
experience,

Prajfizkara does not accept the existence of a dravya ot
object apart from its ridpa or form, nor of jkifs or space nor of
samdnya. Here he is attacking the postulates of the VaiSeshika
school. He demuts to the existence of £dls or time and dig ot
directions. ‘These are technical points and Rihulji has sum-
matised the authot’s views on pp. @—s of his Sansktit Intro-
duction.

It will thus be seen that Pramépavirtikabhishya is a work
of great intrinsic merit. The authot’s position is no doubt
sometimes that of a theologian defending the tenets of his own
school. But such occasions ate not many. More than three-
fourths of the work deals with the topics of discussion from a
putely rational and intellectual point of view. fxs may be naf:urally
expected, the Nyaya school of the Medieval Age was trying to
evolve its theories of the nature of knowledge, the means for its
acquisition, the nature of pratyaksha and annmina, the characteri.stics
of a correct syllogism etc. on purely rational considemtl.ons,
keeping theological dicta as much in the background as possible.
That rationalism should have played so notable a part in the
development of Nyiya school even in the Medieval Age is un-
doubtedly a matter of pride and satisfaction. Prajiizkara’s con-
tribution in this respect is a4 notable one. The Kashi Prasa
Jayaswal Research Institute is glad that it should have pla-
in the hands of scholars a work of such high merit as Pramd

vdrtikabhishya, the publication of which was long awaited
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eagerness by scholars of Hindu, Baudha and Jain systems of
Philosophy.

VI. RECOVERY OF THE WORK

Disastrous effects of Muslim invasion.

It is interesting to note that Pramdpasamiuchya and most
of the works connected with it were lost in India in their original
Sanskrit forms as a natural consequence of the destruction of the
Buddhist monasteries duting the Muslim invasions towards
the end of the 12th century. They were, however, preserved in
Tibetan translation in the Tanjur collection. In his History of
Indian Logic, Medieval School, 1909, the late Dr. Satishachandra
Vidyabhushana gives an account of most of these works only
from theit Tibetan or Chinese tenderings. The only exception
was the Nyayabindu of Dharmakirti, which was preserved in
the Jain Manuscripts library at Cambay, because it was commented
upon by a Jain logician named Mallavidin. Thanks to the
exploration trips of Rahulji, we have now recovered a number
of these important works in their original Sanskrit from the palm
leaf Manusctipts preserved in Tibet.

Discovery of Pramapavértikabbashya.

Thete was little hope of the recovery of this very extensive
wotk in otiginal Sanskrit and Rahulji had once thought of re-
constructing the Sanskrit text from the Tibetan translation by
Kashmirian Pandit Bhvyarija made with the help of the Tibetan
interpreter, Blo-ldan-se-rab and preserved in Tangyur. He,
however, was lucky to get a paper manuscript of the wotk in
his 1934 ttip, wtitten by Bhitichandra or Vibhitichandra in a
monastery in Sa-skya. A palm-leaf manuscript was recovered
in his third trip at another monastery in the same town.

~

Manuscripts written by 13th century refugees.

The two manuscripts used for this edition have a historical
importance. Their scribes Danasila and Vibhitichandra were
long wandeting as refugees along with their preceptor Sakya-
§ribhadra, the chief abbot of Vikramaéili. The preceptor and his
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disciples first went to Jagattala moanastery, theg to Nepila and
finally to Tibet, where they were invited by the king Kirtidhvaja,
the rulet of the country. Vibhitichandra permanently settled
down in Tibet and became a great Tibetan scholar. Dinaéila
was, howevet, homesick ; vetses written by him have betn found
expressing his gteat anxiety to return to India. What is the ase
of staying here? Lapses can hardly be aveided in a foreign
land. Let me go to my mother country’.! We mafy, therefore,
presume that eventually he later returned home to India.

Preparation of press copy; its publication.

The original Sanskrit Manuscripts that have been utilised
for this edition may be taken to have been transcribed in ¢ 1210.
Fotr about seven hundred and thitty yeats, they lay in Tibetan
monasteries, till they were discovered and transctribed by Rahulji
in Tibet in 1936. Owing to various difficulties, the press copy
which was prepared with so great a labour and devotion could
not be ptinted for a number of years. Rahulji had almost dis-
paired of publishing it, as he says in his Sanskrit Introduction
(p. @). The Bihar Government, however, established the
K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute in November 1949 and desired
that the publication of the Sanskrit Tibetan Manusctipts should
be one of its tasks. It also placed necessary funds at its disposal, so
that the work might be pushed forth with speed and vigour. The
Institute is glad that the first volume to be published in the Series
is such a famous and important work as Pramdipavirtika-bbishya,
edited by so distinguished a scholar as Rahula Sankritydyana,
who was also the discoverer of its manuscripts.

PatNa A. S. ALTEKAR
15-9-1943
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